


b ‘%’ L u’ ¢

-~

19. 79+ 2 o L/W

MINUTES

OF THE

NEW-BRUNSWICK

BAFTIST ASSQORATION,

rveveriston, @, %,

& JULY 8tu anp OTH,

vy Eggg
——

SAINT JOHN:

mu'nn BY HENAY CHURS, AT H1s OFFICE, FRONTING THR MABKET-SQUAAE.

1822,
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n——

MONDAY, JULY 8, 1822,

Ist. Intreductory Sermon by Elder Epwarp Manning, from
the 2d Chapter of the Epistle to Titus and 14th verse, which
excited much interest.

2d. Elder E. MaxN1NG was called to the Chair, and addres-
sed the Meeting in 4 very impressive manner on the occasion
of our assembling together to form an Assocrarion.

3d. A.plan of the Association was read by the Chairman,
and signed by the Elders and Messengers of the several
Churches. ,

4th. Chose Elder Tueonore® Hifloine, Moderator ; El-
der D. Dunsar, Clerk ; Blder CHARLES MiLLAr, Assistant
Ctert.

5th. Elders E. Max~iNG and J. Munro, Messengers from
the Nova-Scotia Baptist Association, presented to our Modera-
tor, the Right Hand of Fellowship, acknowledging us as a
Sister Association ; and then took their seats with us.

6th. That Elder J. Muxko preach a Sermon this afternoon
at 3 o’clock.

Adjourned till 3 o’clock.
- ——
7th. Met pursuant to adjournment, and Elder J. Muxno
preached from Romans 14, 19,

8th. Read the Letters from the several Churches.

N. B. The ngmes of Ordained Ministers are in SMALL CAPI= *

TALS. The Ministers’ names with this mark* were not present.
ghurches who have no stated Pastors are distinguished by &
ash o ;
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N. B. The two last named Churches have joined the Association, for the

first time, this year.

9th. Voted, that a Correspondence be openeil between this
Association and some of our Sister Associations in Great-Bri-
tain, and that Elders R. Scorr, D. Dunsar, C. Mirrar, D.
James, and Brethren J. M. Wilmot, W. Wilmot, and Jarvis

Ring, be a Committee to carry the same into effect.

10th. That the said Committee correspond in the first »lace
with a Committee appointed by the Nova-Scotia Association for

the same purpose.

11th. at this Association consider themselves a Mission-

ary. Society for extending the knowledge

of Salvation th rough-

out this Province, and that the following Elders, and Brethren,

compose the Missionary Committee for the ensuing year, viz.

Elder Riciiagp Scorr and J. M. Wilmot, St. John ; ‘Elder E.
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Eastasrooxs, Waterbury ; Deacon 7, Pickle, Norton; Dea~
con B. Foster, Oromocto; Elder T. S. Harping, W. Wil
mot, and Jarvis Ring, Fredericton; Elder S, DEexsyore, St,
Mary; Elder C. MiLrar, Mirimachi; Elder D. Dunsar, St.
Georges ; Elder J. CRraNDAL, Salsbury; Elder L. Hammonn,
Prince William; Deacon J. Eastabrooks, Kingsclear; Elder
D. James, Cardigan; Deacon J. Manzor, Nashwalk ; Deacons
J. Smith and J. Boone, Madamkeswuy; Deacon G, Spurr,
‘Wakefield.

12th, That a Meeting of the Missionary Committee be held
at Fredericton once a quarter, i. e. on the last Wednesday in
August, November, February, and May. And that all” the
Members who may find it ‘convenjent to attend shall have a
¥ight to vote—five shall constitute a quorum.

13th. That Elder E. EasTaBrooxks prepare 2 Circular Let-
ter to accompany the Minut-. ; and that the same be read to-
morrow and submitted to the Association,

14th. That Elder D. Dunsan prepare the Corresponding
Letter against to-morrow.

15th. That Elder C. MiLrar preach a Sermon to-morrow ;

meeting to commence at 10 o’clock, a. m.

16. Prayer Meeting to-morrow morning at 6 o’clock.

Adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning,

-000~

Prayer Meeting agreeably to appointment,

Sermon by Elder C. MivLLAR, from the 9th
rinthians, last clause of the 16th verse,
preach not the Gospel !”

17th. A request from the Church at T\Tudumkcswuy that a
Council of Elders should meet at that place on 'J‘hurday the
11th of July, to examine Brother James Boone, as it respects
his Doctrinal views and call to the Ministry over that Church,
The request was duly considered, and Elders E. Easrasrooxs,

: g{ARDING, C. MiLLag, D, James, S. DENsMoRrE, and
Brethren Jarvis Ring and W. Wilmot, were appointed a Com-
mittee to attend to the same.,

18. That a vote of thanks be inserte
dear Brethren Elders E. MaNNING, and J. Muxro, for their
able « 7d generous conduet in assisting to form this Association ;
and that we likewise €xpress our grateful acknowledgements to
the Nova-Scotia Association for their condescension in sending

these Brethren to aid and strengthen our hands on this occa-
sion.

19th. That the Association be h
St. John, on the 24 Monday in Jul

20th. Read the Corresponding Letter prepared by che-dew
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2lgt. The time allowed Elder E, Easragrooxs, to prepare

chap. of 1st Co.
“ Wo is unto me, if [

.

lin the Minutes to our

eld next year in the City of

the Cirer
it for th
time be |
and Bre
the same
22d. "
Scotia A
be given
28d.
mon the
MivLLAr
24th,
surer for
cordial t]
W lmot,
in times |
25th,
the ensui
26th, '
ter,

STth:
Churches
day of Fe

28th,
in Europe
in all our

20th, '
in our As
dinance o
30th. "
Minutes,
31st. ']
this Assoc
tember ne
32d.
per discip
serious ¢
decidedly
does not
of Church
God.

33d. T
to the Ch
ness and h
Collection

A letter
from Siste




ton; Dea-
W. Wil
SMORE, St,
UNBAR, St.
HamMonD,
ar;  Elder
; Deacons
G, Spurr,

tee be held
:lncb(lny in
at all the
all have a

cular Let-
e read to-

‘cspomhng
)-MOITOW

ck.

of 1st Co-
) me, if |

1y that a
urday the
t respects
t Church,
ABROOKS,
ORE, and
da Com-

tes to our
for their
sociation ;
'ments to
1 sending
his occa-

e City of

»

\ pl‘epal‘

()

the Circular Letter Leing insufficient to enable him to submit
it for the approbation of the Association, voted that further
time be given, and that Elders T. S. Harping, C. MiLLar,
and Brethren Wilmot and Magee be a Committee to examine
the same when prepared.

22d. That Elder D.- JAMES be our Messenger to the Nova-
Scotia Association next year; and that the sum of 2our Pounds
be given him as a compensation.

23d. That Elder D. Duxpar preach the Introductory Ser-
mon the ensuing year—and in case of failure that Elder C.
MivrrAr be expected to preach.

24th. That Brother Jarvis Ring at Fredericton be our Trea-
surer for the Missionary Fund, during this year, and that the
cordial thanks of this Association be voted to Brother J. M.
W.lmot, of Saint John, for his faithful labors in that departinent
in times past.

25th, That Elder C. MrLrar write the Circular Letter for
the ensuing year.
26th, That Elder D. Duxsar write the Corresponding Lete
ter.

27th. That the 20th day of October be observed by all our
Churches as a day of thanksgiving ; and the 10th of Mey as a
day of Fasiing and Humiliation.

28th. That in conjunction with the Churches of the Saints,
in Europe and America, a Missionary Prayes Me: ting be held
in all our Chuxrcheson the first Monday Evening of ey cery wonth,

29th. That it be earnestly recommended to those Churches
in our Association who have stated Pastors, to attend to the Or-
dinance of our Lord’s Supper, once a month.

30th. That Elder D. Duxsar superintend the printing of the
Minutes, and that 300 copies be printed.

3lst. That a District Meeting of the Ministers composing
this Association be held at Walkcfield, on the 1st Sabbath in Sep-
tember next.

32d. Several grievous evils aricing from a neglect of pro-
per discipline in the Churches being adverted to, and taken into
serious consideration, it was voted that this Association have
decidedly resolved to hold no fellowship with any Church that
does not strictly observe and maintain, in all cases, those Rules
of Church discipline prescribed and enjoined by the word of
God.

33d. That the cordial thanks ofthe Association be presented
to the Church and Congregation of Fredericton, for their kind-
ness and hospitality during this Session, and for theix handsome
Collection, in aid of the Mission.

————

A letter was received, during the sitting of the Association,
from Sister WeaLTHY ANy Braksree, Sccretary to the Fenale
.
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Mite Society in St. John, stating that they had paid into the hands
of J. M. Wilmot, in aid of the Mission—

The Sum ot,. iassdlB 0. D

Received for the same purpose, from the Norton Female Mite % 20 0
Society, by the hands of Brother F. BRI, oo orniidesverson

And the Jiberal Collection at the close of the Introductory

Scrinon, by Elder E. Max~r ; 0.4 &

£18 11 9
For this goodly Sum, as the beginning of a Missionary Fund, we have
pbundant cause to bless God; and we have every reason to helieve that the
united efforts of ai« cur Brethren and Sisters in the Lord, during the present
year, will be productive of sufficient means, for sending the Glorious Gospel

of the Blessed God to many of the destitute Settlements throughout the
Province.

The business of the Association being over, the MoberaTor addressed the
Ministering Brethren and the whole Assembly in a very interesting and ap-
propriate manner, and the Session closed with prayer by Elder S, Densyon,..

! iy i L 1 ) L

CIRCULAR RBTTRR,
— QR

T%e Elders and Messengers of the NEw-BRUNSWICK BApTrsT Assocr ITION,

to the Churches which they represent, who are sanclified by God the Iather,
and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called.

Dxarry BeLoven.

OR the first time, as a separate Association, we add-ess you on those
subjects, which belong to our mutual edification. We have had much cause
of gratitude to our God, during the time of o:r assembling tugether ; we be-
lieve. the prayers of many of his dear people were heard on our behalf, and
we may truly say the Master of Assemblies presided in our midst.

We were much edified and profited by reading many of the Letters ad-
dressed to us ; while we had much cause for sorrow and lamentation on ac-
count of the disordered and sickly state of many of our Churciies, which ap-
peared once to run well. If the great Head of the Church was to address us,
as he did one of the Seven Churches which were in Asia; not a few, but
many things we fear he would have against us, Brethren, let us examine
ourselves whether we be in the Faith, or not; whether we have that Faith,
which is of the operation of God ; and if we have, what is its ground and its
effects? Let us bewarc of the many Counterfeits, which are going abroad
in the world, under its specious name, Let us beware of those ringleaders
of opposition to the trut{n of God, who instead of exalting the charaeter of
the Lord Jesus, would make man his own Saviour, quarrel with the Divine
Sovereignty, decry the doctrines of Grace, and make the Salvation of the
Gospel not a matter of Grace, bat of Debt: these are they, who with fair
speechies, deceive the hearts of the simple, teaching things contrary to the
doctrine, which ye have received,

There is another and a deadly error, beloved, against which we would
warn you; that is in trusting to certain frames and feelings, making them the
criterion of a work of Grace, and the ground of hope before God; too
wany we fear are carried away by the delusions of that old Serpent, who
transforming himself into an Angel of Light, puts darkness for light and light
for darkness : Inspiration .describes such thus, Behold all ye that kindle a
fire, that compass yourselves about with s arks ; walk in the light of your
fire, and in the sparks that you have kindled. This shall ye have of mine *
hand, ye shall lie down with sorrow, Ish, 50 chap, 11 v, Let us then bes
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ware of these rocks of faunticism and antinomianism, while we should equally
fear to build our house on the quicksand of cold for. aality, having the form
of Godliness, but denying: the power thereof. Need we 1o observe, that &
mistake on what is the ground of a sinner’s acceptance with God, is fatal in
its consequences, and however right we mey be in every thing else, if wrong
here, all will be wrong; for however stately and fair the edifice may appear,
if the foundation be not sure, it shall fall, and geeat will be the fall thereof.,
Let us then be careful that we get on the sure foundation, the chief corner
stone, sufficient for the support of all God’s elect. In fine, let us not trust to
our feelings or our fancies, but to the finished work of the Lord Jesus Chirist,
being persuaded that in him only is God the Father well pleased.

We wouldnext call your attention to the effects of that Faith, which pu-
rifies the heart, and works by love, the Apostle "ames says—* shew me your
faith without your works, and I will shew you my faith by my works ;" Know
ye ot Brethren, chat Faith without works is dead, being alone, Practical
godliness is we fear, too much neglected among us : can 1t be said of any of

, we suy, aind do not, and what do we more than others? Brethren let us
cultivate a closer walk with God ; let us aim in the first place at personal
holiness, remembering it is written, * Be ye hely for I am holy.”

To you who are heads of Families we would carnestly recommend, to fill
that important trust committed to your charge; have you not ir. degree to
fill the office of a Prophet, to instruct ? of a Priest, to offer up sacrifice on
the great Altar that sanctifieth the gift? and of a King, to see that the
commands of him, in whom the whole family in Heaven and earthare named
be observed ? Let it not be said that the Baptist reople neglect to bring up
their children in the nurture and admonition ofthe Lord : what though we
durst not prostitute any ordinance of the Gospel, though we refuse to com-
ply with the Antiscriptural example of other professing denominations of
Christians, shall we not be careful both by precept and example to instruct
those committed to onr charge? let it rather be our determination through

grace, like good old Joshua, let others do as they will, as for us and our -

houses we will serve the Lord.

WE would next call your attention to the duty of reading the Holy Serip-
tures; let the word of God dwell in you richly, make it the man of your
counsel, the guide of your steps : how shall we be able te give to every man
that askethus a reason of the hope that is within us, ifignorant of the Scrip-
fures of Truth ? This is that sword of the spirit, which when rightly wielded,
will put our enemies to silence and to Aight; rememember that all Scrip-
ture is given by the inspiration of Gob, and is prefitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction and imstruction in righteousness, that the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly finished unto every good work.

Tauere is another evil that we can by no” means sanction among us, as
being pernicious and demoralizing i its practice; equally opposed to the
Laws of our Country, and our God, that is Smuggling. Surely our Brethren
need not be informed, that a person carrying on such an illicit practice, is
asabsolutely a subject for disciplinein a Chu~ch of Christ as the openly profane.

Trere is yet another evil too apparent among us, and which gives us con-
siderable pain to be under the necessity of taking notice of, that is neglect in
supporting the Gospel ; are not many of your Ministers in such straitene!
circamstances as to be obliged to entangle themselves too much with the
affairs of this world, in order to provide for the temporal wants of them-
selves and families, thereby greatly hindering their usefulness, paralyzing their
exertions, and preventing them from devoting that time to the important
work in which they are engaged, as often overwhelms them with anguish,
seeing they cannot give themselves wholly to the work, that their roﬂdﬁ
may appear unto all men. Surely Brethren we need not remind you, that G
has orﬁned, that those who preach the Gespel should live by the Gospel.

WE would just observe as it respects the Deacon’s Office, that their busi-
mess is not merely to uttend to the spiritual wants of the Churches, but ra-

T e e
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Zhe Ministers and Messengers

A.Sl‘.'O(,’l.lTlO.\', to Corre

composing he NEW-RruNswrck Barrisy
sponding Associaliww, send Christian salutation,
DEAR BRETHREN,

- A.GREEABLY to a Motion unanimously carried at the last Annual
leeting of the Nova-Seotia and New-Brunswick Baptist Association, we are
assembled together at this time, and through the boundless goodness of Gop
our Saviour, are now able to congratulate each other on the formation of the
several Beptist Churches in this Province into a new Association,
E have every reason to hope that the interests of the Church of Christ
in both Provinces wiil be more effectually promcted by this measure.

It affor.is us matter of sincere gratitude to behold the ardour of tha: zeal,
the extent of that liberality, and the vigour of those exertions, that e jn.
creasingly manifested in Europe, and in America, for the enlargement of the
Redeemer’s Kingdom. 'The harmony which subsists among the great Evan.

Ired temper by which chey are ammrated—the

gelical Societies—the kin
many well qualified instruments with which it hath p!eased Divine Providence
to furnish them—and the surprising success which has a

t that the work i

operations, demonstrate beyond a doub
engaged is the work of God, We therefore consider that

bility rests upon us to take

are
surrounded with thousands of our fellow-men who are yet in a perishing eon<
dition, Something

has beer: already done by several of our
ay of salvation, and the gracious tokens of the Divine
which some of our Churches have been visited - duri the
past year afford €ncouragement, and encrease our obligations to do ruch
more for the time to come,

W2 humbly solicit a continuatior, of your valuable corres ndence, which
we cnjoyed while associated with our brethren in the Sister vince.—Your
Messengers and Minutes we shall gladly receive and highly esteem,

PRAYING that the God of all Grace may preserve you and us in the unity
of the spirit, and the bond of peace, until union with himself in the ‘
of bliss shall render our correspondence on. earth unnecessary, we subscribe
ourselves, very affectionately, your’s, in « those ties which bature and time
eannot reryove,”

THEODORE 8. HARDING, Moderator,
+DUNCAN DUNBAR, Ckfk. ,

: - CHARLES MILLAR, Asnistant Clerk,
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