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NOVA-SCOTIA.

HALIFAX,
COUNCIL CHAMBER, 15th February, lei^.

THE Attorn by-General moved. That a Message bo
wnt to the House of Assembly, to invite the House to join witli His
Majesty's Council, in forming a Selc-t Commiltee of both Houses ;
to couMflrr the Convention lately concluded between His Majestr
and the Governu.ent of the United SJafes of America—and to Report
how the Interests of this Province are likely to be affected by it ; and
whatst.'ps are necessary to be taken to obtain a Relaxation of those
Commercial Restrictions, which are inapplicable to the present state

^5^j Colonies id North America. Which, being put and se-
conded, was unanimously agreed to ; and a Message accordingly sent
to the House. On the same day, a Message was received from th«
House ot Assembly, accepting of the invitation ; and acquainting Hit
Majesty s Council, that they woidd appoint a Committee, to meet •
tommitteeof the Council ; and on the 1st inst. following it was Re-
solved in tht House to appoint a Committee, to meet a Commiltee
Irom the Council, to consider the Convention whsch had been lately
made between His Majesty and the Government of the United
btates of America, as far as the same restricted the Interests of
this Colony

; and to Report what measures are necessary to be ta-
ken to obtain a Ralaxa- on of those Commercial Restrictions which
are inapplicable to the present state of the British Colonies in North
America, agreeably to the Message received from the Council; and
that the following Gt ntlemen should constitute the Committee :—

Mb. RITCHIE. Mr. PRESCOTT.
Mr. MORTIMER, Mr. COGSWELL.
Mr. roach, Mr. mNGAY.
Mb. FREtMAN,

And on the same day. the Honorable Michael Wallace, the
Honorable Richard John Uniacke, and the Honorable James
JRasbr were appointed a Committee to join the Committee of theUwtr House^ for the above purpose.
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY
The Right Honorable Georob, F»rl of Dalhovsib,

Bdion Dalhousie, of Oalhuusie Castle, (i. C. B.
Lieutenant-GriierHl aud Commander in Chief io and
over this His Majesty's Province of Nova-Scotia^

and its Dep«ndeacies, &c. ^t;c. iic.

The Joint ADDRESS of fJis Majesty's Council, and House of
Assembly,

Mat it please Your Loboihip,

AT an early period of the present Session, a joint Com-
mittee of both Houses was formed for ihe purpose of taking into
consideration the late Convention concluded with the United iitates

of America, so far as relates to the Interests of this Province, toge-
ther with the gtr-Tnl slate of the Colonial Commerce.

This Commiltee of both Houses have made a Report with cer-
tain Documents annexed thereto ; aud both Houses have received
such Rpport, and agreed on a joint Address to His Royal Highness
the Prince Regent; humbly jegging His Royal Highness to take
this Report into his favorable consideration.

His Majesty's Council and the House of Assembly herewith lay
before Yonr Lordship their humble Address to His Royal Highness,
accompanied with the Report and Documents referred to

—

And humbly pray Your Excellency to take the earliest opportu*
nity to transmit this Address, Report and Documents, to His Majes-
ty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies ; accompanied with
a Request, that the same may be presented to His Royal High-
ness on behalf of the Province. And His Majesty's Council and
the House of Assembly beg leave to stale to Your Excellency, that
titey have appointed a Committee of both Houses to get this Address
and Report printed ; which Committee is instructed to deliver to
Your Lerdship printed Copies of the same; which His Majesty's
Council and House of Assembly humbly beg Your Lordship, on be-
half of the Province, to transmit to the GovfBNOR-GBNERAL, and
Io each of the Lieutenant-Governors of the North American
.Colonies ; and to move their attention to the consideration of this ve-

fy important subject.

In Behalf of the Council,

S. S. BLOWERS,
President.

Jn Behalf of the House of Assembly,

S. B. ROBIE,
Speaker.
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To His Royal H'OHNiss GEO GE. I'rinck o«Walk.. PRINCE REGENT of Vb« UniteJ

LAND°*^
"' GREAT-BRITAIN and IRE-

the Humble ADDRESS of Hi, Majesty's Touncil and the House ofAssembly otHis Miijesly's Province of NOVA-SCOTiA
la Iheir several Legi»|»iive Capacities, now sitMoij ia

'

Geueral Assembly at HALIFAX.

May it please ifouR Royal Highness,
THE Connril and Hoiuf of Assembly beg leave humbly to approach YonrRoyal H.RhieM «'t. expressions oHhose scntimenuofW^^^^^
fee .onato atvathmint. winch it has ever been the pi i.le of Ui. ffiksfv's Sdbjects in iritish Ameiica, on every occasion, to man!J«* »n thV i>!/ i
Government of o». Ven^ able antT Relovcd SoveT.iw and Uerv S^^^his IlluUrious Family.

o"»c-"»«o, aoa every likauchof

fHELiNO, as we do, !n common with all the rest of His Maiestv. .i,hjects mNoiih America, the diHt.essing paspects that the laWnLL."
with the United States of America open, to X view we owe J « » w!? ?those we RepreBonr, humbly to approach Your I^^y^^-i^rne .-VottS. adisposition to muiTiur or complain avaiustanv exprcUA .- ««„ . A *
er by Vour Royal Highness4ut, afdSuful'and ob . -- -«&'tt7jto entreat Your Royal Highnes, to turn Your Royal A cion to th^ DarHcL^

not trouble His Majesty's Minislers with d"coX„\ed ^'^^^^
tion or sedition meet no encouragement in this Province and wlATiV
in acknowledging to Your Royal llighne"s tlift we hL'^ „„ T ^"'.'"'PPy
gainst the Admin^tra.ion of oJr Govr„me'nt-Evrry tS . g U hoZlblv an^Jra,rly^cond«cted,so a. to promote, as far as possible.Cr'ha^ppinr'an'd'yo".'!

Wk are not a People whose crimes have compelled them to flv frAm 41,-.Oovevnmert of the Mother Country
; a large paTof our n^nnlafiL

""•

of men who came to this Province to seek !nKum ^h^re hlrrnnM 'h'protected in their allegiance to their King and JoiSv for the Lnf •
'"'

•nrt practice of which they were persecited in those ronnip,
P'"^®"""'*

compose the United State/-The re'sidu': of our" pop flaUoL'"co„'sirt' of m"eT

iu^?'rLt;r"b^'
"'''' «'^-« »p-^— »» tL ProviSrSv^/fS

k^' ''^"
.*

'''''''' of pretence s?ddenl,7/ci:r;d'ag*ain:t HU Mre:;v'Ifor the avowed purpose of possessing British America bv force IS .1^'
.^trying lime, we feel an honest pride in reflecHnTZtX Colon!,?, nf^.i*'"

ll^Sr^^i'"?
in their allegiance. Vj^lSSeu'^I^'^S^eS;^

, «overumeBtB wjifc alacnty ana eeal to resist, and abide the event;
'"*'®""^

I



On Ike Retnrn of Paace, wt hoped the diststers, •nd ingloiloos termi--

•fetiod of A wAr 80 bnjOBtly antcred into, vawld have calmed that restless spU

tit which ha* to long dLlurbed the peace ofthe Country ; but iu these hopes

we' are sadly disappointed, and view with serious apprehensions, an insatiable

ambition generally prevailing, accompanied with a total disregard for tliosw

principles which have been hitherto held sacred by civilized nations. Tha

manner in which they lately possessed themselves of the Florldas, and the

IkorHd circnmBtances which attended a transaction that outraged every sensA

ofjustice ind hutuanity, naturally produced strong seBsatioor amongst us,

who are separated only by an iiaagioary line from such a people ;
these teel-

ings are increased, when we find that the voice ©f tlie just and good people of

that country, although powerfully raised in tire couivcilsof their nation against

this horrid transa^'on, was exerted in vain ; and when, to this we add, that e-

ery art is still usod in rtiat cowitry i» I'eep tlite a spirit ofhostUity against e,

teiy thing British—that fortifications are erecting at every point ot their fron-

tiers, and most extensive inland navigations and military' roads constructing

for the obvioiw purposes of entering into British America witlt rapidity and

case : when we see every exertion making to fortily their s^a-coast, and to

create a powerful naval and military force, we humbly snbmit to \ our Royal

Highness, whether flie Inhabitants of British Ameritra have not just and seii.

ous cause tor apprehension that pacific professions do not aecord with this

•yitem of poUcy. While we were suflFeriii^ under such just and well founded

apiprebenMons. we received the distressing intelligence, tlrat a Convention

was concluded with the Puited States, which allowed the people o» that eonn-

try to participate lo the most valuable appendages of the firitisli So^'mignty

in America. Untter sucb circumstances, we felt it as an imperious dnty no

longer to remain silent ; and 'n the eai'ly part of this Session a joint Oomnvit-

tee of both Houses was formed for the express purpose of tailing our present

•ituation into consideration. Tliat Committee have agreed to a Report,

which, with the Appendix, and Papers annexed, we humbly beg leave to

lay before Your Royal Highuess, and humbly to entreat Your Royal HlghncM

to take the same into your early and seriaus consideration.

Ati, that we desire is, that restrictions and regulations totally inapptlf'a.

ble to our present situation may be laid aside ; and in this time of peace the

powerful aid of the Mother Country may be brought to our assistance to 'for-

tify and strengthen our frontier ; to form easy commnnl rations between H*
Provinces, by inland muigatlon and roads ; and that the vast emigration to

the United States may, by wise and judicious regnlations, be stopped aM dt-

rected to British America. By such measures, His Majesty's faitbttil srtbjeots

would have ample scope to avail themselves of the innumerable natural ad vaa-

taxes with which the Goo of th^ Universe has blessed the vast territory com-

tiiehended within the limits orBrlti*h America. Under wise and judiciotjs re-

lulatiops, we would soon rise to a power and strength that would appat any

enemy who might meditate an attack upon us. Attachment to the Mother

iCouutry is treasured in every breast ; and our offspiing are trained from Uietr

infancy to feel the same pride and glory thatwe do m calling ourselves Briti»h

subjects. Should we bo so happy as to draw towards nsan increased attsn.

lion and powerful aid of the Mother Country iu this most favonrabl«> time to

lay a firm foundation for our future greatness, old as many of us are, we feel

animtted with the hope, that we shall yet live to see British AnMsnca «^xpand

her powerful energies, and become in the Wftirtern World 8U*h « firm prfp^tQ

her Venerable Parent, that her blttereit enemies sha'.l despair at secMlg the

•plendoiu of British power sturoundiiig them, in defiance ot cv«ry dfolt ou

their part to ruin and degrade her.

SuRRouNDRD 38 wc are at present with gloomy and ttnfaTonrfcWc pro».

pects, we derive some consolation when we reflect that our nearest neighbors

in the United States still preserve some of the prond and jost spirit of their

British Ancestors , although the feelings which a most unjust war on their

part had given rise to, were not yet allayed, they could not help rejOrcing'Wilh

ufi, when iliey saw tU« Despotic Ty rant/'tkoi hsd so long triniophed is the w*Hd,
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tons, refratn from participating in the. splendid triumphs Which elevated th«
Crown of the United Kingdom to a rank of Glory and Renown, sncb as no o>

ther nation ever attained.

As the senior British Government in the North'American Colonies, wc
feel it our doty, on thismost important occasion, to call the attention of all the
inhabitants of British America to onr present situation ; and to invite them
to unite with us—not in factious or seditious muriHiurings, but in a respectful
dutiful, and betoming deportment, such as to entitle us to the confidence and
assistan<:e of the Mother Country ; and should we be so fortunate as to obtain
what r7e ardently desire, the youthful energies ofsuch a vast empire, firmly uni-
ted to the power oftheParentState,would80onseeBritaunia ruling the Fresh
Water Seas ofAmerica, with the same justice that she now rules the Ocean.

Undkk all the anxiety which present circumstances create, we bnmbly
offer our case for the favorable consideration of Your Royal Highness; feel-

ing a well founded hope, that a share of that generous and magnanimous Aid
which Your Royal Highness so latelj^ extended to a suffering world, will not
be refused to your faithful subjects in British America. When we reflect,
that our Venerable and Beloved Sovereign founded and established all th«
Governments in the North American British Colonies, and that under bis pa-
ternal care they have grown to their present state, and have never failed, on
every occasion, to manifest their loyalty and gratitude, we cannot permit
ouiselves to suppose, that Your Royal Highness will consider us a burtheo„
or that the policy of our Parent Government will deem it necessary to conti-
nue us Bound by Restrictions, which retard onr growth and prosperity. We
know Your Royal Highness is ever attentive to all the just representationt
of His Majesty's subjects ; and we feel confidentthat your enlightened mind,
and those royal exalted sentiments ofbenevolence and generosity, which have
so justly entitled you to preeminent consideration by all the civilized world,
will l«ad you to a Gracious Attention to our Case.

Which, with all Humility, we Humbly pray Your Royal
Highness to Favor and Support,

S. S. BLOWERS.
PBESID£^«fT OF THE COVNCIL.

S. B. ROBIE.
Spbakbr of Tmt Assembly,
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PKOVlNCE HOUSE,
30th MARCH^ 1819i

^ j„ TtiB Committer, appointed Inf C:e Coundt
iftrf Htmse ef Aait^nhly, to consider the Convention iate-
lif concluded betUfeen His Mqjestyanitke United Stated
tf America, and also lo consider nhat Steps are neeeg-
sary to be taken, to obtain a Relaxation Of those Cotik*
mercial Restrictions, which are inapplicable to the
present state of the British Colonies in Korth America^
have, pursuant to the orders of both Houses, united to^

fetAsr, and examined the Matter to them referred, an4
ave agreed on the following REPORT:-^

OUR Committee, in takhtg these itnportaht sobjeds into cotui^
deration, find that, although the late Convention will, in its »•

^ration, be more ruinous to the biest interests of this Province than
Ito any other of the British North American Colonies

; yet the general
Imterestsof British America are so similar, that your Committee are
of opinion^ the Report they have agreed now to make, is applica-
ble to all the Colonies in North America, the same as it is to thb
jFrovince.

\r. y n"?
?**"»'"*« fin<J »hat the most respectable n^rfbatits in

[Great Britain, and in all the British Provinces ib North America,
Ihave, for a series of years past, in bodies, made constant, united and
[most forcible representations to His Majesty's Government, respect-
Imgthe neglected state of tlw Commerce and fisherifes of British A^
Imerica; and your Committee, with deep sorrow. Report, that such
representations have been attended with little effect or advantafcp;

Iproceeding, no doubt, ft-om the more important interests which fo?80
Imany ynn have claimed the whole afention of His Majesty's Gc
tercment, and required the utmost exertions of the Mother Countrv :
but, your Committee, oh taking a view of the present state of affaiJs!
icel warranted in congratulating both Houses upon the arrival of that*appv period which will now enable His Miyesty's Government, with-m tey of interruption, to turn their most serious attention to thismty ifttereitmg and important jportiou of the Briibh domitiioiu.



»r-fU':

VouR Committee rould Dot enter into the consideration of the

important objects referred to it, without (Jainfull)' feeling llie con-

stant sacrifices which this 1 rovince has been called on to make, not

onlv in the extent of its Provincial Territory on the land, but also in

the valuable Fibheries, which ever since the Treaty of Utrecht, wert

considered as exclusively appertiiinidg to NuvA ScOtiA. lliat a

proper estimation may be made of the extent of these sacrifices, your

Committee deem it expedient here \o insert a description of the boun-

daries of the Province of Nova Scotia, as settled and established by

His present Majesty after the Peace of 17G3, when they were regula-

ted and permanently fixed by the Commission dated in September,

1763, granted by His Majesty, under the Great Seal of Great Britain,

appointintj' Montague Wilmot, Esquire, to be Captain General and

Governor in^Chief over this Province; and His Majesty by that Com-
qiissioD thought propcir to restrain this Province within the following

limits, that is to say { " To the northward, Onr said Province shall

be bounded by the southern boundary of Our Province of Quebec,
as far as the western extremity of the Bay Des Clialenrs ; to the east-

wardj by the said Bay and the Gulf of Saint Lawrence to the Cape or

Promontory called ^ape Breton, in the Island of that name, including

that island, the Island of Saint John's, and ali othei* Islands within

six leagues of the Coast ; to the southward, by the Atlantic Ocean«
from the said Cape to Cape Sable, including the Island of that name
and all other islands withm forty leagues i f the Coast, with all the

rights, members and appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging

;

and totbe westward^ although Our said Province hath anciently ex-

t^'nded and doth of right extend as far as the River Pentagonet, or Pe-

nobscot, it shall be bounded by a line drav/a from Cape Sable across

the entrance of the Bay of Faddy to the mouth of the River Saint

Croix, by the said River to its source, and by a line drawn due north

from thence to the southern boundary of Our Colony of Quebec."
Your Committee find, .that the whole of the territory compre-

bended within this Boundary, was represented in the General Assem-
bly of this Province, atid legislated for in that Assembly, being go-

verned as one Body Politic, the union and coiistif iitioa of which ivas

considered settled, until his Majesty tviis advised to sepat'ate from it

the Island of St. John, nov^ called Prince Edward's Islaad. This se-

paration your Committes cannot admit to hiive been strictly legal

;

for his Majesty, having exercised the Powers of Sovereignty by so-

lemnly incorporating the whole of this country into otte government,
and having established its consfitutioti, and the legislative powers of

the General Assembly ever the whole, could nof< by any subse((uent

act| revoke, alter, or annul the same. This separation, however, was

improvidentiy made, to gratify several speculative Theorists ; who
projected a Prsprietary Government on a new system, that was to ex-

hibit an improved form of Colonial Administration ; this project fail-

ed, and laid the foundation of the depressed and ruinous state in which

that due island still remains, and obliged his Majesty^ on the Propri
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ctor* rtlinquisbing the power of government, to re-assume the Sovft.

reignty which they were obliged to surrender, from a total inability

to f ndiict it

Thus things remained until the first war with America, during which
his Majesty subdued and conquered liiat part of theancieni Province

i of N.Scotia lying between the St. Croix and the River Penobscot, and
(was in possession of the same, whjn the peace of 1783 was made-
[By ihat unfortunate Treaty, \ht whole of that territory, together witi
[the best half ofthe Province of Canada, of which we were in full pos-
session, were surrendered to the United States, together with all the
Fisheries of Nova-Scotia, and free access to all our harbors and
sliores. This great yielding of territory took place without the small-

.cst equivalent given on the part of the United States, Shortly aAer
this, his Majesty was advised to take away from the Province of No*
vaScotia more than three-fifths of its territory, which was erected
into a separate Province, called New-Brunswick ; thus taking from
[Nova Scotia a country which she had settled and improved at a great
jexpence, and for which she had contracted a large debt, not a shil-

ijiog of which was assumed by New-Brunswick ; besides which, an

I

imaginary boundary was described for the two Provinces, which re-

I

mains to this day ao unsettled matter of dispute between them ; and
so far as It can be ascertained, has divided the township of Cumber-
(land, which had been twenty years incorporated under the laws of
Nova-Scotia, placing the half of it in the province ofNsw-Brunswick
and leaving the other half with Nova-Scotia. Besides this, the island
of Cape Breton was separated from the free government it enjoyed
as a ^art of Nova Scotia, and this tine island was erected into a Go-
vernment to be legislated Tor by a Governor and Council ; and yet
remains a wilderness, in a most" distressed and forlorn state. Nova-
Scotia, after suffering suf^h a variety of dismemberments, remained
silent and without complaining. When the second American War
commenced, the boundaries of this Province remained, as will appear

1
by the Captain General's Commission to Sir George Prevost, un-
der the Great Seal of Great Britain, which describes the limits of it

to be as follows^ viz. " Bounded on the Westward by a line drawn
from Cape Sable across the entrance to the centre of the Bay of Fun-
dy

;
to the Northward, by a line along the centt-e of the said Bay to

I

the mouth of the Musquat River ; by the said rivei to its source ; and
[from thence, by a due East line, across the isthmus into the Bay
[Verte; to the Eastward, by the said Bay and the Gulf of Saint Law-
rence to the Cape or Promontory called Cape Breton, in the Island
of that name ; iucludiug the said Island, the Island of Saint John's,
and all other Islands within six leagues of the coast ; and to the
Southward, by the Atlantic Ocean, from the said Cape to Cape Sa-

jble aforesaid, including the Island of that name, and all other islands
within forty leagues of the coast, with all the rights, raembcrs^and

j
appurtenances thereto belonging."

Gloomy as the prospect of this war appeared to His Majesty'«

1*2



subjects in British America, they met it with fortitude ; and their sui^
feriogs and apprehensioas were cheerpd with the hope, that a part of
the evils with which tiie Treaty of 1783 abounded, would be remedi-
ed. so far at least as It rebpected Boundary. But the Treaty o(
Ghent was concluded jnst at the time when we beheld the resources
of the United States exhausted, and when iheir inability to continue;
the war rnu^h longer with any effect was manifebt ; then were our
best hop*., frustrated, and the only consolation left to us was, that
the United Slates had by the declaration of war forfeited the rights
thev held under the Treaty of 1788, to participate in our Fisheries,
»nd to enter our harbors with their vessels ; but the recent Conventi-
on has deprived us of this our last resource, and left us almost with-
out hope ; for your Committee feel no hesitation in saying that hu-
man ingenuity could scarcely have devised a moie destructive mea-
sure for British America than this Cnnventioh.

^
YouB Committee, calling your attention to these very iroporl&ni

objects, are not moved by a spirit of discontent ; we know the people
vie represent are too proud of the honor and happiness of being Bri-

tish subjects, to admit a dissatisfied disposition to influence their opi-

Bions respecting the exercises of the Sovereign power, or to question
the policy of his Majesty'^ Government; when it finds it necessary to

relinquish the rights andinterestsofsomeof His Majesty's subjects for

the geueral advantage, it is our duty as good subjects to submit with
patient resignation ; and your Committee in bringingthese objects loj

iour view, have no fear of producing a spirit of disaffection, or af-|

fording an opportuuity to seditious persons, if any such be amongst
us ; nor will the discussion of this subject disturb that universal spi-

Ht of loyalty and attachment for which all His Majesty's subjects inl

British America are so highly distinguished. But now that we arti

at peace, your Committee feel fully justi^ed in moving you to makel
a solemn appeal to the justice and liberality of His Majesty's govcml
inent ; an appeal which, if well founded, is never made in vain ; aodi% temperately ^nd moderately calling the attention of His Royal|
gi^hness the Prince Regent and his Ministers to the distressing aniij

disoouraging state of affairs in British America, we have good reasoij
to hope, wo shall obtain that Relaxation and Amelioration of a sys]

tern which is totally inapplicable to our locaJ situation ; and at tlii*

wgne time draw the attention of His Msy.esty'8 Government to For
tihcations. Inland Navigations, and Military Roads, which are so Id

dispensably necessary to counteract the policy of the United State j,

The Governiaent of that country having induced Great Britain to as^

^ent to the mutual limitation of Naval Equipments on the Lakes,
bave turned their attention to increase its naval force on the ocean,

to fortify her sea-ports ; and, by extending her inland navigations ad
military roads, to facilitate her communication with the chain ol

fortificutions erecting along the whole frontier; thus providing easj

access into British America. These measures, if not counteracted,
must lose British America, and revolutioniae the West Indies. \Vf,



who are on the spot, cannot shut our eyet to oar daai»er ; mA youv
Committee woulfi consider it a departure from that aflftfcttonate duly

and attachmtnt we owe to the Mother Country, were we to suffer Hta

Mi^esty's Government to reiir<ain any longer induenced by the repre-

sentations with which tiie numerous foreign and domestic Agents of

the United States deceive o\u unsuspicious Government. The only

hope left for us is, tiiat Great Britain wilt view, ss we do, tlie United
States to be as enterprising a rival as she ever had to contend with.

Your Committee would be unworthy of the trust you Ivive reposed

in it, were they to conceal from you the danger we Apprehend ; and
the people of the United States should be made to know, that we are

not deceived ; that we are watchful and vigilant, and will never cease

to call upon the Mother Conntry to avai( herself of the timeof peac*
to strengthen her Colonies in North America, and to enable them to

stand by her side with eft'ect, when the struggle for which the United
States are so manifestly preparing shall take place.

Your Committee, desirous to obtain every iiformation on tha

important subjects referred to its consideration, immediately forward*

^d a circular letter to the principal merchauts and inhabitants

throughout the Province, accompanied with a set of Questions, cal-

culated to obtain by their answers, the general opinion of the people
of this Province on the important objects which these queries open

;

and your Committee have received numerous replies, which are too
voluminous to constitute a part of this report : but your Committee
have carefully collated the various answers they have received, and
have given the substance of them as the answers to each separate
question ; and your Committee have annexed as an appendix lo this

report, a copy of such circular letter with the questions and answers
thereto ; to which they beg the serious attention of both Houses, as
ihey fully develope the opinion of your Committee as to the measures
nev-^essary to be adopted by the Mother Country, to make these Colo*
nies worthy of the name of British America. And your Cora*
jmittee feel happy in stating, that their view of the subject has met the
general approbation of all those who have answered their questions

;

and the substance of these answers to which your Committee refer^

brings tlie whole ofthese important subjects to view in all their sewe*

ral ^>arings.

Your Committee desirous to brmg before both Houses every
information necessary, to enable them to form correct opinions on the
subjects lo us referred, have procured from the Collector of the Cus-
toms for the port ©'Halifax, returns ofthe trade of his district for the
last ten years; but the time would not allow your Committee to obtain
similar returns from the other Custom House department at Shelburne.
Your Committee think, these very important documents xill enable
both Houses to form aaopiioion suiiicieutly correct, as to the increase
and decrease of trade' and navigation in this Province for the last ten
years, as well as its present state ; and your Committee therefore
call the serious attention of both Houses to the following docuracuts«

m
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which tccompany this rtport. The paper marked letter A, t« tn ah.
•tract account of the trade of the Custom House diiirict of Halifax
for the last ten years to and from Great Britain. Letter B. is a simi'
lar account of the trade to and irom the southern ports in Coiope.—
Letter C. is an account of the trade with the United States in British
vessels. Letter D. is an uccount for the same period of the trade
with the United States in foreign ressels. Letter E. is an account
for the same period of the trade to and from the West Indies. Let-
ter F. is an account of the trade tc and from the British Colonies in
North America including Newfoundland. Letter G. is an abstract
arcouot of the quantity of Salt and Coals imported for the last ten
years. These documents will enable both Houses to form a tolera-
bly correct judgment as to the value of the trade of this Province, ia
'..- present limited and contracted scale.

Your Committee having its attention called to the exertions of
the United Stales, in constructing fortifications on the frontier inland
navigations upon a gigantic scale, and military roads of vast extent.—

.

Your Committee would be happy to view these great public works aa
peaceful projects for the internal improvement of a civilized nation;
but when your Committee trace the line of direction, which these
works are taking, and couple them with the recent invasion of the
Floridas, the muruer of British subjects, for no other cause but that
they were British subjects, and the exterminatoin of the Indians, be-
cause they were friendly to Great-Britain, your Committee cannot
forbear pressing on the consideration of both Houses, the necessity
there ii> for the Mother Country to counteract measures of this sort,

by undertaking and completing works on a similar scale, a line of for-
tifications on the frontier, an inland navigation, to commence at two
points—First, at the harbor of Halifax, to form a commuuication with
the Bay of Fundy by the way of the Shubenacadie Lakes. This navi-
gation Lds been accurately surveyed, its practicability fully establish-
ed, and the estimate of the expence exactly ascertained, not to ex-
ceed materially the sum of £35,000 ; this navigation should be con-
tinued from the head of the Bay of Fundy at Fort Cumberland to the
Bay of Vert, which from low water-mark on the one side, to low wa-
ter-mark on the other, would not exceed the distance of eight miles ;

its practicability at a small expence cannot be doubted ; and thus, a
direct communication ivould be opened between Halifax, the Bay of
Fundy andthe River St. Law.'ence, by which the present circu.!ous
long and dangerous navigation would be avuided. The second inland
navigation should commence at Montreal, and proceed by the Ottawa
or Great River, and by the Rideau to Kingston on Lake Ontario ;

and also by the Great River to Lake Nigrissing, and from thence by
the River Du Fra.^cois into Georgian Bay in Lake Huron. As to the
practicability of these navigations, there can be no doubt ; and the
expence will be very small, when compared with the works now car-
rying on of a like kind in the United States. As to the advantages
ia peace or war, one look at the map« of the interior will be suffici-



eht Id point ihera out. Th<? prentnt commumcaliou* with Quebeft
Ihrough the interior, is more a water tlian a land carriage ; tVora Ha-
lifax to the head of the Peticodiac, there is now a good road, and
where this road turns to Fredericton on St. John's river, a Military
lload should commence, and proceed bv the head of the Nashwacfc
River, the head of the MIrimachle River, and the head of Risligouche
Rivcr,urttil it joitJs the road on the side of (he St. Lawrence opposite to
the isleofBic.

'^'^

This road would open a fine country for settlement, and would con-
hpct Halifax and Fredericton with Quebec ; all interceptions from wa-
ter would be avoided ; and this road being distant from the frontier on
th? St. John's, would give support to that line in case of war without
danger of interruption from the enemy. These works, though not ex-
pensive, exceed the present resources of the Colonies ; but would
3oon be repaid to the the Mother Country by the vast advantages they
would lay open to all British America. Besides which, these works
would give employment to the Emigrants, who would derive from
them on their arrival immediate support, such as would shortly en-
able them to settle with advantage. Public works of this kind ia
the United States are one of the great inducements to Emigrants
toresort to thdt country for immediate support, asthey generally ex-
haust all their little means in the expences of their outward pass'age.

Your Committee are decidedly of opinion, that the late Con-
Vention, as it respects the Fisheries, is far more ruinous to the Colo-
tiies in North America than the Treaty of 1783 ; bui at the same time,
it is but justice in your Committee to observe, that excluding the A-
mericans from any intercourse with the West Indies, was a point of
the utmost importance to the best interests of Great Britain and her
Colonies. Had such an intercourse been allowed, ^he British pos-
sessions in that part of the world would soon have fallen into the Re-
volutionary schemes which desolated St. Domingo. There is no dan-
ger that the people in Britinh America can be turned from their at-
tachment to the Mother Country ; we see enough of the fruits of
a combination of sanguinary Republics to make us detest such a sys-
tem ; and to enable us to maintain the union between this country
and Great Britain. Your Committee are of opinion that it is imme-
diately necessary that the Colonies, in addition to the privileges they
now enjoy, should be allowed the same freedom of trade with all the
world which the people of the United Stales have acquired. This
measure, with the carrying on ofsuch public works as your Committee
have before pointed out, and the circulating throughout the United
Kmgdom of fair and candid statements of the advantages which Emi-
grants may expect in British America, may counteract the exag-
gerated statements made and circulated throughout Europe, by those
^ho feel an interest to induce British subjects to move to that country.
Secondly, by laying out lauds in all parts ou which settlers may be im-
mediately and advantageously located, without wandering as they do
oowiu search of situations, until their patience and little means of

w
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iiippOTt are exhnditfd id fruitless exertioa. Thirdly, by totally prd*

hibiting passeugtrs from eiubarkiag in foieigo vessels, unless by spe-

cial passports, and taking off (be unaecessary re&trictions imposed ort

British ships carrying passengers. Fourthly, by a duty imposed on

British Sa'i, shipped in foreign vessels, so as t» give the carrying of

that article across the Western Ocean for the supply of Adieiica, to

British shipping. Fifthly, by excluding foreign vessels from taking

salt from Turk's Islands. Sixthly, by prohibiting the Export of the

prodilctions of the British West Indies to or from either the domestic

or foreign Free Ports in the West Indies ; and prohibiting the vessela

of the U^iited Slates from entering any of the domestic Free PurU
hi the West Indies. At the same time prohibiting the import into

any part of the Brili»h West Indies of any of the productions of the

United Slates brought from foreign ports in the West ludies or else-

where. Seventhly, by allowing and encouraging the merchants and

fishermen employed in the United States id tlie Whale and Cod Fishe-

ry, to remove with their effects and settle in this Province ; and by
liaturalising^he foreign built vessels, which they may bring with tbem^

»o far as to enable them to employ tli«m with the privileges of British

vessels, while only employed in the Fbhery. Eighthly, by establish-

ing two British Governments on the Labrador Shore and Straits of

Belleisle, to secure British interests from eticroachmeot. Ninthly^

by adopting such regulations as will prevent the vessels of the Uni-

ted States from abusing the indulgencies granted to them by the late

Convention, and by limiting their right of entering the harbors of the

British Colonies for shelter, or to procure supplies of wood or ^va-

ter, except in cases of real necessity. And la&U^, by re-uoiting the

Islands of Prince Edward and Cape Breton to this Province. By a-

<iopiiiig such measures^ your Committee are of opinion, that the Co-

lonists would soon be able to counteract the advantages which the U'
llited States have acquired by the late Convention ; and by the rapid

acquisition of wealth ami population, British America would open a

corresponding increase in the consumption of British manufactures 3

«nd united with the Mother Country, by the strong ties of interest and

consanguinity, we should convince the people of the United States,

that their efforts to become successful rivals to Qreat-Britain were in

-vain ; to wliich may be fairly added, that revenue which the increasing

lirosperity of the country would soon enable British America to con-

tribute. These are a few of the many advantages which your Com-
Inittee foresee would soon be derived from Great-Britain abandoning

iB narrow contracted polidy, totally inapplicable to the present state

of her North American Colonies, and generously extending her pe-

«uniary aid in constructing, as uational works^ the important projects

to which your Committee have called ihe attention of both Houses.

Should you approve of the Report, your Committee have ndw
wade, they advise, that both Houses should unite io an humble Ad'^

dress to His Royal Highness the Prince Reobnt, praying him to

tevommcad to the serious considemtion of His Miyesty's Govern-



went this Report, with the Appendix and otJier Documents iicbonip^
nyiiijiit; and liumbly to entre;it His Royal Highness, to extend to
British America, under its present peculiar circumstances, a share of
that wise, liberal and generous care and attention, with which he hat
so loi.K happily and prosperously ruled the British Nation in his Ma-
jesty's name and on his behalf; and for this purpose, your Comrait-
tre have prepared the draught of such an Address, which they offer;
with this Report, for the consideration of both Houses.

Your Comhiittee cannot omit further to stale, that in case this
Report Ihall receive the approbation of both Houses, it is the opini-
ou of your Committee that the whole should be immediately ordered
to be printed

; and as this Province is the oldest of the Colonial Govern-
ments m British America, it should take the lead in this important
busmess, by requesting His Excellencv the Lieutenant Governor to
forward a copy of this Report and the papers accompanying it to
each of his Majesty's Governors in British America ; and tliat the
President of his Majesty's Council anr! the Speaker of the House of
Assembly should each transmit copies to the Presidenlsand Speakers
of the several Legislative bodies, in each of the North American Co-
lonus

;
«nd at the same. time, invite them to bring these important

objects to the serious considtraiioO of their respective Houses • so
that in case they approve of the same, they may move their respective
Covernments to unite with us in our best and zealous endeavours by
every moderate and respectful course of proceeding, to attain obj'ecti
ot such vast importance to the best interests of British America.

YoUK Committee, having as briefly as the great importance of
the subjects referred to them will permit, stated their sentiments res-
pecting the present state of the British Colonies in North America, to-
gether with such measures for their relief as have been suggested td
them, and such as from the best information appear most adequate to
attain the end in view, they have only to add that if the remedies
pointed out are liable to objections, they feel confident, from the coo-
current testimony and pfoof brought before them, that there can be
but one opinion a§ to the necessity for the most speedy and efficient
measures being adopted for the relief and security of British Ame-
rica

; which, if any longer neglected, will produce the most serious
and talal injury to the Commeicial, Maritime aod Financial Interests
«f Great Britain.

MICHAEL WALLACE,
Chairman of the Committee

of Council,

RICHARD J. UNIACKE,
JAMES FRASER,

trtOMAS RITCHIE,
Chairman ofthe Commit-

tee of Assembly,
EDWARD MORTIMER.
CHAS. R. PRESCOTT.
JOSEPH FREEMAN.
FENRY H. COGSWELL.
THOMAS ROACH.
JOHN BINGAY.
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PROVINCE HOUSE,
20tb FEBRUARY, 1819.

i l l 'n il itl

•M,
THE COMMITEK appointed, by UMiCoDpqil joid UiVf

of AMcinb^, to contidftrrttie Coov^ndoPilfitfily.coosUllitxi l>e-

tweoD Hit Majoflty und the U»it«d ^tAte* of Aw^rMVa i,«f>d aj«p,

to.coiMidar what 8t«ps arcotcDuary to ||»,t|i||4n,tp.0l)t«ia % B^>

l»MtiQuof thQte.Casroniorcifil.lltsftricliQps ;iir^ic^^;re in'ffttlK''^

ble to the preteut »tat» of the 3rUi»h ColQnks )u ,No«tli-An|^|i.

c« ; berag dfttlrout to obt«ii|i every pQMible lofprwatioji, pr«T**

•ns to making up tbeir Report on the |/pport,ant subjects refer*

red to tlieir consi^deration, tbey reqneit yoo.to favor tbem.witli

separate Answers to the following Qneriea ; fflarkidg your Re-

pjly to eacli Question, with the number to which, it uppiies ; aiki

and when you give your opinion on any point, be pleuedl to

mention, whether it is from facts known to yoarself, orisiha rf«

•nit of that general knowledge and experience whi<>b you tauy

have acquired in the conr^e of your hnsinest : The ConuoUfee,

'being desirous to make their Report witbent •delays beg tbatyou
'ViU retttro a a Answer as soon as posaible.

We are, reapactfnMy,

Youi Qb«dient SarvajUs,

;M;caAE;L wa^^^ace,

^uettioH ' l.-'i'TT|THAT is yoar Hne of b«iiii«si, Bud what know-
VV ledge have you of the Fiskeriea aad Com*

jnerce of this Province ?

Answer l.-^Generally engaged id the €oniiMrceand FMheries

of the Prorvince^ and have a competent knowledge of the same.

"Quest. 2.-^CtM yoit form an opinion, 4&what extent theFishe«

riej atid Comntenee of thii Province vi«r6-inji^red by the oper^ition of
the Definitive Treaty of Peace coHcIdded in 17^, between His Ma<
/esty ai^d thv"! United Stites of America T - Specify particularly how,
and in what n^anner^ you consider that' Treaty to have been prejudi-

cial to th(i Comraerciat Interests of tbis^ cotmtry.

Ans. 2.— !t is impossible to calculate the extent of the injury,

It can be best estimated by eoiksidering the great value the Govern-
vii'iit of the United States attitcbed to the Privilege of 'Commerce

,1 it
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anrl Fishery obtained by that Treaty ; what Ihey gained we lost.-the
injury to us was immense.

Quest. 3.—Set forth how, and in what manner, the Fishery car-
ried on tram the United Slates operates, generally, to ihe prejudice
and disadvantage of the British Fisheries in North America:

/4n«. 3.~The natural advantages are ours; but, by adrailtine
the Americans to participate in tiiero, we suffer in the same ratio that
they gain. The markets of the world are open for the admission of
their bsh, either directly or indirectly ; their Government cherishes
»nd encourages their Fishery, by which means they meet British fish

« .
.'",°2.7*''y market, with advantage

; besides which, they ruin the
British Fishery by wantonly throwing into the sea the garbage and o-
ther filth from their vessels.

o a

Quest 4.—Have you any. and what, knowledge as to the value of
the Fisheries appertaining to that part of the coasts of Newfoundland,
the Straits of Belleisle, Labrador Shore and Magdalen Islands, upon
which a right to take and cure fish has been grant J to the people of
the United States, under the Convention lately concluded between his
Majes'.y and the Govemment of that country ? If you have, set forth
the s2.me, and describe how you have acquired such knowledge ; andmake an estimate, comparatively, as to value between the Fishery-
granted by that Convejition to the United States and that still retain-
«d by Great Britain in North America ; setting forth what pioportion
the value of the one bears to that of the other.

^ J ^"u'
'*-"7'^''* Convention gives to them every advantage in the

Cod Fishery they can wish for or desire. A general indulgence in the
whole we have retained would make but little difference, unless we
can preserve tne iV^* Fisheri/, The overwhelming numbers of llie A-
mericar. fishermen will exclude British subjects from participating in
the Fisheries now made common to both nations.

Quest. b.—Wmxhe liberty of Fishing granted by the late Con-
vention to the United States afford to them any, and what, facilities
in participating in the Fisheries still exclusively retained by Great
Britain

;
and if it will, describe how and in what manner thev will at-

tain that object I
^

jins.b.—Unless we can preserve the Net Fishery, the Araeri-
cans will have nearly the same advantages that the British have in the
reserved Fisheries

; besides which, they will supply the British Fishe-
ries with stores of every kind, and receive from them their green fishm return

;
and they will, through the same channel, supply in a con-

traband way. the inhabitants with all sorts of foreign commodities.
Quest. 6. -Is there any, and what, net fishery, and to what ex-

tent carried on from the coasts of this Province, beyond the limit of
a cannon shot, or three marine miles from the shore 1 U there is de-
scribe the nature and value of such fishery.

*

Ans. 6.—There is to a very great extent ; particularly the
Mackarel Fishery, which is of the greatest importance, and isat'some
seasons carried on at double that distance. We have much cause to



d we lost,— (he
13

fear, thai the ruin of the net fishery will be the consequence, if the
Treaty allows the Americans to come within the Headlands, keeping
4 camion shot from the shores in the bays and harbors, they will b»
in the very heart of our net fishery.

Quest. 7.—Will the general permission granted to the American
fishermen to take fish at the distances of a cannon shot, or three ma-
rine miles froni the shore of this Province operate in J»ny respect, and
how, to the prejudice of the British fishery ?

Ans. 7.— It will, not only from the increased number of vessels
they will employ in the Cod Fishery ; but pariicularly in the Macka-
rel Fishery ; the best (parket for which is the United States ; it is a
fishery of vast value to this Province, and of which it h^s hitherto had
the monopoly; but the Americans, while engaged in the Cod Fishery,
will set their nets three miles from the shore, whereat one season of
the year they will meet all the shoals of that fish ; qnd when they
run nearer to «he shore, the^ can set their nets in the night, which is
the lime the fish run, and send »hem in their boats from their vessels
at an anchor three miles from the shore : this will also apply to the
Herring Fishery

;
and if they come within the Headlands, keeping

three miles from the shores of the bays, the whole net fishery is open
to them

;
so is the Dog fishery, the Oil of which fishery is a most im-

portant branch of our trade ; but when >» is considered ihatw^lh the
liberty of fishing ihr«e miles from the shore ; they can enter every
harbour and river in the North American Colonies, nothing is left
for the British fishermen but to scramble on the common ground,
having superior numbers to contend with ; under such circumstan-
ces, British fishermen, have 'heir nets at the mercy of the Americans
who carry them atyay by sailing through them, without the British
fishermen having even the smallest prospect of redress. Besides,
tliey ruin the fishery by throwing their ofialsinto the sea ; while our
fishermen bring them to the shore.

Quest. 8.— If British subjects were allowed to fish on the coasts,
to and enter the harbours of the United States of America in the samemy that the people of that country are allowed to enter those of the
British North American Colonies, would such privilege be of any
and what, advantage to the British fisheries ^nd commerce ?

Ans. 8.—None, further than it would furnish to our people the
same facilities to carry on an illicit commerce with the people of that
country, which the Convention enables the Americans to carry on
wiih the North American Colonies ; but a right to enter for shelter
or when in distress for any necessary articles, would have been an ad'-
vantage to British colonial vessels, had the Convention secured them
that privilege, of which they are now deprived.

Quest. I).--Canyou speak as to the value of the Salmon Fishery
on the coast of Labrador, and to what extent Trade is carried on with
the natives of that country in furs, skins, feathers, oil, or any other
and what commodities ?-Pleasc to set forth particularly what von
Jinow on these subjects,

^
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j4tts.9,—T,he Salmon Fishery is very extensive ; sows Rifvr»<

(ures in that I^ishery have been m<ide from this Province; but it hds
been principally carried on by persons from England, Newfoundland
and Canada. The trade with the natives is valuabjie, arid ha^ hither-

.to b^en conducted by the Hudson's Bay Company stiid traders ft\y\m

/Newfoundland ; but the whole is now thrown open to the Aib^ricaus,

,and its advantages will almost exclusively center with theih.

Quest. 10.—Describe how the Fishery on the coast of Labrador
^carried on, whether in boats or decked vessels, and at whatdis-
.tance from the land.

jins. 10.—The ishery extends from the distance of about half

a n^ile to between three or four miles from the shore. It is carried

on by vessels of from 60 to BO tons burthen and upwards ; these ves-

sels lie at anchor in the harbors \ind send out their boats with their

crews to the fishing ground ; the fish are all tsVn by the boats be-

longing to the vessels, which remain laicl up in the harbors until their

lading of ^§h is completed.

^Quest. 11.--Do you know whether American or British fishing

vessels are outfitted and navigated at the cheapest rate? and ifyou do,

state the coiifparalive expences, so as to shew how and in what man-
ner the advantage lies on cither side.

Ans. ll.-»There is very little difference in peace.

, .
Quest. 12.—Have you known any, and what, instances in which

British fishermen have been forcibly prevented by the American fish<

ermen from carrying on their fishery? State what you know as to a-

ny violence offered to British subjects on their own shores, or M
sea, by these people.

Ans. 12.—Tlie complaints of injuries, violence and outrage, tus-<

tained by British fishermen from the American fishermen are nume-
jous aod frequent every season—pains have been taken to investigate

the causes ofcomplaint, >vhich have always proved well founded.

On the coast of Labrador, they prevent British subjects from hoiM-

, iqg their colors ; they drive them from the best fishing stations ; take

their bait, and will not allow them to set nets for bait, until they sup-

ply themselves : This their superiority ih number enables them to

effect, arid whenever that is the ease they generally do as they please.

: Quest. 13.—Are you aware of any pmcticable means, by which

th^ American fishermen can be prevented from usurping rightit and
privileges on the British siiores, different from those granted to tlieui

by the late Convention ? Set forth the same particularly.

Ans, 13.—It will be very'difficulti. if not impossible, to prevent

all the evils which will grow out of thisConveution : First, it will be
necessary to explain whetijcr the right given to the Anaerican vessets

to enttr every harbor, river and creek in the North American Colo-

nies for shelter, or to procure supplies of wood and water, is a right

only to be exercised incases of real necessity, or whether it is a right

they can use at tlieir will and pleasure: Secomlly, whether they ate

liable to pay for the various lights kept tip ou ouc shores, or any a-



it
Iher, and Wliat port chs^rges ; and lastly, a naval forcf, iudJcionsly
distributed, to prevent, as far as possible, the numerous abuses whi^ft
tte cxtiepsive privileges given by 4his Conventioji, will give rise to.

'

Quest. 14.—From the experience you have had oftlje iii,ur\ei
which tt»e British Fialieries and Commerce suffered fr9m the o'per«tf-'
00 of the Treaty in 178^, can you make any comparative stateraeht'of
the differenceio operation between that Treaty and the late Conventi-

-tin ? If you can, set forth id what respectlhe^ differ as to'the adviiita- '

ges or disadvantages likely to be prpduc^edto theBritish Fisheniry and
Comoierce. n .-.'.•.

.

iin*. 14.—Ruinous as the Treaty pf 1783 was, this Convention
is far more so, in as much as it throws open to American vessels eve-
ryliarbor, river and crcejk, in the North American Colonics : it giv^»
thein a rjghl of fisliing nearer to the shores : it (ayS opep the !Neiv-
fonndlandfisfjery, and ia fact ced^s every thing m Ifbrth America,
which, cpHid be deemed the exclusive maritime rights of dfeat-Bri-
tain.

•

Quest. 15.—What do you consider to be tht cause, why Emi-
grants, frppi the British dominions, as well as all other parts o/ Eu-
rope, give such a decided preference to settle in the United States-
instead, of the British Colonies in Nofth America/^

^
Jtis. 15.-r-The United States offer to Emigrants a mor<? exten,-

aivie enjoyment of commercial and other privileges than are allowed in
the North American Colonies. The va^t extent of public works, car-
rying on in that country, coupled with the vast demand fur Is^bor, caiis^
ed by an extensive and uninterrupted commerce with allihe world,
gives immediate support to almost the whole of the laboring class of
Emigrants. The facility with which capital is there erpploye'd to advan-
tage, compared with the Colpaies, gives jn that respect aVecided pre-
ference to the United States. The facility with which setUers obtain
land, by purchase from the government ; the constant pijblicjitibns,
by which false and exaggerated views of the advantages of emiraiinjf
to the United Stales are circulated, and the artful t](»ea'sures taken in
the same way, to make unfavorable impressions against tl'ie North A-
nierican Colonies. These are some amongst the many causes which
lead to so decided a preference.

•'....

1 J?«^*'-
^^-—'^ the British Colonies in North,America were aK

lowed freedomof commerce with all parts of the wprld, the same as
the people of the United States, in addition to the advatitages they
now enjoy, as British subjects, do you not think that European Eirii.
grants would give a more decided preference to settle in such Colo-
nics, than the United States i

.K, • <,,
,

I K
^"*-*®~~Uader such circumstances) ^migrants would cffrtain-

Ij' be greatly influenced to give a preference to the Nbrtli ' Amcricaa
Colonies. .

" '

'^

i..
.
v .i.,,

s» •.'
?"'*j* ^7'-"^^" y°" ^"''" ""y e§timate as

,
to the amount of

«rit»h and other European Capital, which has been transfeed from
Europe to the Unitetl States since the year 17^^, lor ^tfie purpose of

8 >

nm



tieing there pmploycd in the East India trade, and oilier commercial

pursuits 1 Set forth the probable amount, to the best of your judg-

ineot.
, .

yfn». 17;—It is impossible to foriu any correct estimate on thii

subject ; the amount of capital transferred to America has been very

>- great. It may be dafeiy said to exceed Fifty Millions of Dollars.

Quest. 18.—Has the re-establishment of peace in Europe, or

tny other event, caused any, and what, poirlion of that capital to be

removed from the United States 1

Ans. 18.—The loss of the Carrying 'trade, and of many other ad-

vantages which grew out of the war, has no doubt caused a consider-

able portion of that capital to be withdrawn ; but nbt so mUch as many

suppose.

Quest. 19.— Is it yoiir opinion that, if a Commercial Iritfer-

^tourse with the. East Indies, aud all other parts of the world, was

added to the other privileges which the inhabitants of the British Cb-

ionies in North America now ei\joy, that it would have any, and what,

eti'ect in transferring Capital from the United States to these coun-

tries for commercial purposes ?

Ans; 19.—It certainly would be a means to induce many Capi-

tallistslo move from that country to the North American Colonies.

Quest. 20.— If Freedom of Commerce, such as is enjoyed by

the United States, was graated to the Colonies in Nciih America, in

what proportion (coral>ared with the revenue now collected in the U-

tiited Stales) would such Colonies be enabird to contribute to the re-

venue of the Mother Country, in return for such advantages t

Ans. 20.—The establishment of such a trade would, no doubts

enable the Mother Country to draw a considerable revenue from her

is^orth American Colonies.

Quest. ?\--What effect do you suppose the freedom bf trade

irom the Nor American Colonies would have on the importation of

manufactures md other comtnodities, from the United Kingdom :

Poyou think it ivould operate to increase or diminish the same 1

Ans. 21.—It would, no doubt, greatly increase the importitliort

from the United Kmgdom, not only to supply the domestic consump>

tion of an increased population, h(it also for exportation to' other

countries.

Quest. 22.—0oes not the Governttieht of the United States use.

«^very effort, by legislative and other regulations, to crush Ihe com-

merce and retard the prosperity of the North American Colonies 1

Ans. 32.—It certainly does.

<.;MM^ !23.—Do not the efforf s ofthe United States, to keep back

the growth of the North American Colonies, proceed from a know-

ledge, that if the natural advantages of these fine countries were once

drawn into acti.e operation, they would soon rise to be their success-

ful rivals, both in power and commerce 1

Ans. 23.— The United States have various motives which induce

them to depress and keep ba ''^ 'he growth of the North Americaa
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Coloi'iieS : among iiiany others a very great one proceeds from the
strong hope with whitli Ihey flatter themselves that they will, before
long, easily acquire the dominion over them, either by negotiation
or easy conquest.

Quest. 24.—If the Mother Country was to give to her people in
North America all ti - commercial freedom which her former sub-

I

jecis in the United . t?u- obtained by separating from her ; and at

I

the same lime pre- >
v^ them their present advantage, as Bntish

I
subjects, do you think it possible, by any means whatsoever to

I
cause these Colonies, voluntarily, to separate from the Parent

I State ?

f
Jns. 24. -Under any circumstances, it would be a mortifying

I

chaiige to the people in the North American Cbloiiies, to cease lo be
I

»Jritisli Subjects. If the ties between the two countries were strength-
ened, by adding to their present advantages that Commercial Freedom
which the United States obtained, by separating from the Mother
Country, no power on earth could induce ihe North American Colo-
nies ever to separate from the Parent Sta»e ; and their increased po-
pulation, under such circumstances, would soon efaable them to set
at defiance any attempt to eflfect such sepaJ-alion by force.

Quest. 25.— If Great Britain continues, by the present narrow
nnd contracted system, lo retard the increasing population and com-
mercial power of her North American Colonies, does* sh^ not thereby
lavor Ihe views of the United Stales? An J if she perseveres in such
tysfem. will it long be in her power, with all hef force, to resist the o-
verwhelming efibrts which the United Slates will make to separate
these Colonics from the Mother Country 1

ytns.2b.~The present system does greatly retard the incrfeas<i
of the North American Colonies, both in population and com-
mercial power, and highly favors the views of the United States. If
the North American Colonies are left lo struggle with the present
system, and all the sad calamities which must grow out of the late
Convention, numbers of the Inhabitants must remove, and the North
American Colonies will become an object scarcely worth a strutgle
ou the part of Great Britain to retain.

Quest. 26.—Has noi the Uniied States tised every effort to les-
sen the attachment of the people of these Colonies to the Mother
Country

;
and were they not greatly disappointed ia their late invasi-

on of the Canadas, to fiodi notwiihstanding the gloomy prospect then
presented to the Colonists, that there was scarcely a man who did
not readily stand forth against them ; and was not the determination
of the Colonists to defend thtir Country, and their respective Go-
vernments to the last, general throughout the whole ?

y*ns. 20.—The United Stales did, certainly, use every effort to
destroy the natural attachment of Ihe Colonists to the Mother Coun-
try, and were sadly mortified and dis appointed to find, from the ex-
perience of the iate war, that their effort* in that respect bad total-
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IB
, Quest. 27.—Can you form any estimate of the advaotage which
the Mother Country would soon acquire, if f>i\e would suffer lhe«*
Colonif 6 to grow in population and commercial strength, even as fast

as the United States now do 7 If you have entertained any opinion's

on this subject, please to set them forth.

^ns. 27.—It is dithcuit to enumerate all the advantages whieh
)vould result from this measure ; it would be received by the Colo-
nists as the full accomplishment of the Parental Care and Attention
which they have ever experienced from the Mother Country : it would
bind the two countries together in the indissoluble bonds of mutual
interest, and the tits of gratitude and natural affection which are now
10 universally felt in the North American Colonies, would be perpe-
fuated to the end of time. The vast increase of population would,
every year, produce an increased demand for the manufactures of the
Mother Country, and her power and strength, by sea and land, would
grow with the progressive settlement of the almost boundless territo-

ry of British North America j In a few years, the Colonists would
be able to set bounds to that spirit of ambition which so manifestly
urge* on the people of the United States to aim at becoming the Ma-
ritime Rival of Great Britain, and the vast commercial wealth which
British North America would soon acquire, under the operation of
such measures, would give to the Mother Country an Increase of Re-
venue that would keep pace with the advancement of this new additi-
on to her power.

Quest. ZQ.—Does not the Government of the United Si jtes art-

fpjly maintain, at this hour, a commercial warfare against Great Bri-
tain; and are not her duties and custom-house regulations skilfully
cpntrived, so as to prevent, as far as possible, the consumption of Bri-
tish Manufactures and Commodities of every kind 1

Ati». 28.— It is too manifest to admit of a doubt : The Govern-
ment of that country openJy avows that to be their system of policy.

Quest. 29.—Can you form any estimate as to the part or pro-
portion of the Revenueof the United States, which is raised by taxes
and duties upon British commodities ; and how much per cent, on
the value of & ich commodities do such duties amoun to on an ave-
rage : Is ih^re not a long list of British Manufactures the importati-
on of which they calculate to prohibit by extravagant daties 1

Ana, 29.— It is difiicult to form a particular estimate as to the,
amount of the Revenue raised in the United Stat 'S by duties imposed
00 British commodities, but it is a large amount. The tax is very
heavy, being from 20 to 30 por cent, on the prime cost ; and it is the,
avowed object of their policy to encourage their domestic mauufach
tures by prohibitory duties imposed on foreign productions.

Quest. 30.—What number of days does it generally take to
make a passage from each of the following ports in the United State*
to Halifax, that is to say : From IPortsmouth in New -Hampshire,
Boston, New-York, Philadelphia, Norfolk, Charleston and Savannah;
and what number of days does it generally take to make a passage
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from Savannah to Portsmouth, Boston, New-York, Philadelphia, Nor«

folk and Charleston ? Set down each passage separately.

Am. 30.—From Portsmouth to Halifax, the passage is from 3
to 6 days ; aH(( from Boston it is accomplished in nearly about the

same time ; from New-York, it takes from 4 to 8 days; from Phila-

delphia, from 7 to 14 days ; from Norfolk, from 7 to 14 days ; froni

Charleston, 8 to 16 days ; From Savannah, 9 to 18 days. From Sa>

vannah to Boston, or Portsmouth, from 8 to 16 days; fromSavan-

nah to Philadelphia or New-York, much the same, from 6 to 12 days;

from Savannah to Norfolk, from 4 to 8 days ; from same place to

Charleston, from 3 to 6 days.

Quest. 31.—If proper ports wjtc established in the North Ame-
rican Colonies, and American vessels allowed to brmg to them all the

productions of the United States, aud then to receive in return all

kiuds of merchandize lawfully imported into such Colonies, wotdd it

not in that case be of general advantage to the commerce of Great

Britain, if British vessels were totally excluded from the ports of the

United Stales ; and would not British vessels, undvr such regulations,

obtain cargoes of the productions of the United States in the Coloni-

al ports, upon as good terms as th(^y now procure the same at the

principal shipping ports in that country 1

Am. 31.—At present, all British vessels coming from the Colo-

nies are excluded from the ports of the United States, by an Act of
tiiejr own Government; and it would be of little importance if they

had excluded British vessels altogether; because Great Britain, by
permaneutly opt-niiig her ports in North America for the admission

of American vessels, would induce Capitalists to engage iq this new
trade, and British vessels would be laden in British ports in North

America, with all the productions of the United States, iipon full 'as

good terms as they could be laden in the ports of that country. By
that means, the short voyage would only belong to American naviga-

tion, and the long one to British navigation. Thus, we should gain

all that they would lose, with the additional advantage of exchangitig^

in British ports^ all sorts of British productions for the productii ns

of the United States, upon much better terms, than it can be done in

the ports of that country. Thus British seamen would find full em-
ployment, in their own ports, and British ships and commoditie*

would be relieved from the many port charges and duties to which
they are subject in the ports of the United States.

Quest, 32.—Can you state the probable value of the annual im-

portations from Great Britain into the British Colonies of the produc-

tions of the East Indies, for the last ten years ; and can you form an

estimate of the annual value of East India productions, clandestinely

introduced iufo the same Colonies from the United States, during the

same period ?

Am. 3^.—Part of this question can be best answered from the

different Cusidm-Houses.; the annual importation from Great Britain

into this Province niay be estimated for the last ten years at tbe va*



raporfatioBs frora the Umlt-d States, at abcut from « to lu thouJanSpound* a year. There h roo.I reason to believe the laucle tine im-
portations ,nto the Sister Colonies in North America, tar exceed he

2TTu"' "!!' ^'°''"'/
'

"""^ "P"" -'^»' "^-^« t',e caption

Tn^.-^^""*!:
^^--A^^, '">» '''e Fu" and Skins, which answer the East-India market and which are collected in the North American Colo-pes clandestinely exported to that country through the UnitedMates and the returns received through the iame channel ?

Brit,\h"L
" f q"«nfitif3 "f tl>e Furs and Skins collected in

St«til n^ •''''
""'V'^

'"'^ ""'^''' "'^ consumption of the UnitedSlates or foreign markets, no doubt find their way to that country.
^uest. 34.—Can you speak with uuy degree of certainty as tohe number of Br tish merchants carrying on business in the Seren^

trading towns in the United States ; is not the number very g?eat 1

*!.. nl!h
'^'~ " '"'P**^"'^'^ '" --^ake any exact calculation ; butuie number is very great.

Rriti^hTp'; ?^ 7^° yf?
*^'n^ t^'^^t all, or any great portion ofsuci,

Noith Ame lean Colonies, in case they were allowed there to trade to

doubtgreat numbers of British subjects would .emove to rTu'rth-

tr:'i'r:ot f^ Tiir / f'^^^r*"^"'
'"^'''""*'""^ "°"'^ •"«-«- ""-*

«o? Ti fu ^ '"^"'y *''^"' '"^"^^•'^ would sustain, were thev tomove while the present system exists. ^ ^
Q««^ 36.-Would not the high duties which the United Statesare obliged to impose on the commerce of the country, afford to theNorth Amei.can Colonies a deeded preference, in case they were atlowed t^e same freedom of trade ?

^
^n«. 3G —No doubt th«y would.
Q«M^ 37—Would not a direct trade carried on lo the EastInd.es from the North American Colonies be the mea"s of forn,rn«

iotThetr' H ^^l^'
P'-^^ctions of that country ; and cou Sthef

United StatJ^-'^?"/'^
^^'^'"^'^ for the productions of theUnited States, imported into such Colonies in American vessels

K Sn"sfthrrm**^'' ^l'^
"P"^*'^ '" ^ short time powefi:

Statfr?
^''* **'* *'*''* °^^ *^""""^^ <^" f^om the United

InfH«1?«A5'
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A
""^^^'y ^° ^°"" ^° °P'°^on what effect an East-

ItVZArrTi"'^ T ^T ^i:''.'*'^
^™"'^« ^oM have on the l"

ai erd ?o Z?/ °? '^'°"/''' ^"'^'^ ^'«^^»
' '^ ^ould certainly put

plY ne he Bntlh h'^''
''''^•'^?'''^^"* ^"J°y' of clandestinely sSp-piyiog the BriUsh dominions iti North Anierka and the West Indies
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with the commodities of that country ; and deposits of East IndJicommodmes would be made in British America; where they probl'biy may be exchanged to advantage for the articles importeVin theAmerican vessels. '^ »«« lu uic

tv »«,?iT'j' f•".!'' \f"?'' ^'''^''"' of commerce was permanent-
ly established '"the North American Colonies, could not the manu-

(lilies of the Unied States, generally, upon as good terms as thev ar«
"^ '^Y

d m the principal trading towns of the United sSsT
^"*- •*« — They would, upon better terms.

the U^wll'sf
;~'^""''^ "°' •''" '"^'' ^"""^ ^"""^^^ '" t''^ ports of

l\^1 .
'•

*'^"'*'' '' " ''"°"^' '"ducement to the coasting ves

. Nj ''I
^^''"""y '"^ '^'""'^ f^' 'heir supplies of merchaodiJ to

/Ins. 32 —They certainly would.
Quest. 40.—If the Crown Lands in North America were laid

Ti^^r'' " ;^ '^"^^ ^'^^""§'"S '« »''^ United Sates are! and.n.tead oi beiuij sold, as m that country, they were eiven to £u one-

I': TZT-:Vt''^^' '^^^
•
''"^ ''

»
'^^»^^«' freedom ofconmX

ed wi .in
•;"' ^'''''' "^' '.' '^'^^'''"^ •''"^ permanently eslabl shed, wiUimhow ninny years, in your opinion, would the peonle of

be enabled to defend the West Indies, and set at defiance the oeopie of the United States, both by sea ind land ?
^

Arts. 40.--Had the Government adopted this svstem t«,».,i-
years ago the North American Colonies. Zh a l^ratT sS
sZ " ?*«"•'' ^"""*^y' ^'^"'^ "°^ ^'^ adequate to set LuTed
In lie

' 'H Tt";!;'^*^ ''^r^
'^"^^^''"' «'d'" ^^''^'^ding the WestIndies. The United States have gained everything which we have

iTa esVTi is" r*''"'""
^^'^'^ ""'" '"-ed'fr:m tL'uni ed

d!mi:i.ts;het
-creases our strength in the ratio that it

norf«^ri
'**—

^J^/«!/''e experiment of the Embargoes, Non-Ira-

Se Tff^^J^^^
and finally an open War. en the part of the United&ldtei,, afford to us here ample proof that if the same measure. h«d

tairy on a more beneficial trade with that country through the mpriium of her North Americ:-..". Colonies than she now does with a directcommunication open between the two countries ?

of Rriful:
^^—^ ''^"^^ «»," ^e no doubt that the trade and navieatioa

resSns Air,
^^^^^'^.'^.^--d during the opera.io,, ofCse

Sd be Ir. L' T""''V'"" •" *'""^''' *•«'' »»»« Uniteo St.les.

tlsT norts rNnrlT '^'""''? "'''''^'^ ^^^ »"''*'» '"terests in Bri-

United"stiett7,'^;
tl.e export of goods from Great Britain to ihe^an^a states wus totally prohibited, and the export of the same

i

f !!,
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|oodj> allowfd from the Norlh Aruerican Colonies in foreign vessel*.

what effect wonid it have on the commerce and navigation of Greal

Britain ; would it, in your opinion, increase or diminish the consump-

tion of British commodities in the United States 1 - • l

Ant. 42.—Such a measure would be advantageous to BritJih

commerce and navigation. If it should in any respect, diminish the

consumption of British goods in the United States, which is doubtful,

Wl the increased population in British America, would open in that

countiy a consumption of poods, which would far overbalance any

diminution of consumption in the United States, which such a mea-

sure could possiblv produce.
,t • j

Quest. 4^.— if \he exportation of Salt, direct to the United

States, was prohibited ; or otherwise a high duty imposed on it in

lln^land, and Salt allowed to be imported into the Norlh American

Cofonies, in British ships, free of duty, would not the consumptwq

of that coun.ry be as fully oupplied through that channel as u now

Js, and would it not be the means of increasing British Navigation, in

the same ratio that it would reduce the Navigation of the United

States 1 „ . . .

Ana. 43 —British vessels sailing from Great Britain, cannot car-

TV British salt to America with the same advantage that the Ameri-

can vessels do; this branch of trade is a great support to the Ame-

fican shipping engaged in the European trade. If, by duties, or any

other regulations, the export of British salt to the United States, ei-

ther in British or foreign vessels, was prohibited, and the salt allow-

ed to be exported in British ships to British America, free of duty,

the loss to American navigation would be great, and the gain to Bri-

tish navigation, would far exceed the loss to America. The carriage

across the Atlantic of all the British salt consumed in America,

vould thus exclusively belong to British navigation ; the ships enga-

ged in the timber trade would deliver it at convenient ports in Bri-

tish America, where it would be exchanged for productions of the

United States, and would be carried in their vessels to that country,

pnd there delivered upon as cheap terms as it now is, with this advan-

tage, that the whole freight, which is now exclusively enjoyed by A-

merican shipping, would be divided ; the long freight would be gam-

Id by British ships and the short one by American ships ; the con-

fumption of British salt would not be diminished by this regulation

in the United States, but if anything, would be increased, as thtir

coasting vessels, taking it in return for their productions, would dis-

tribute it upon cheaper and better terms in the different ports of A.

inerica than it now is, when carried hi their bulky vessels across the

Western Ocean. The great number of British ships of a large class,

now constantly employed in the timber trade, would deliver salt in

British America upon terms far under what the American ships can

afford to carry it from England to their own ports.

Quest. 44.—Does not the opening of Free Ports in the West

Indies for the importation of the productions of the United States, in
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ib^elgd Tesseh, and allowing British vessels to Import the sine aN
tides from the foreign islands, greatly increase the navigation of iht
United States, whije il diminishes British navigation ?

j4n$. 44— It most certainly does, and that wilhoufc benefiting the
British West Indies ; by this mistaken regulation, the American navi-
gHtion obtains the long freight, not only upon their own productions
but also upon the productions of the British West-Indies, which tlier
obtain at these free ports ; whereas, if all intercourse between tb«
British Westlndies and the foreign or domestic free ports in ths
West Indies was prohibited, so far as respected the prt Mictions of
Ihe United Slates and Ihe exports to that country of West Indlii pro-
ductions, by the way of such free ports, the advantage would be re-
versed, and tlie long freight would be secured to British shipping
without any loss to the British West Indies. Their productions vould
be exchanged for Ihe productions of the United States, in the port*
of British America, upon better terms than it is now done in tfie West
India free ports, and ihe productions of the United Stntes would bi*
distributed by British shipping in Ibe BriJish West Indies, io much
better order, better assorted to suit Ibe consumption, and upou
much cheaper terms than it is now possible to effect by hn inter-
course wiUi West India fne ports ; besides which, the great advanta-
ges which at present center with the foreign Islands, would rest with
British America, and the policy of the American Navigation Act
calculated solely to depress British navigation, and to raise their
own at Its expeuce, would be turned against themselves.

QuesL 45, -If the West India free-port and foreign island
trade, in the productions of the United States, for the supply of the
British West Indies, was prohibited, and the ports of the North A-
merican Colonies opened, for Ihe general importation of the commo-
dities of the United States, in vessels of that country, would not the-
West Indies receive in British vessels from the Norih American Co-
lonies, as full and as cheap a supply of all the productions of the
United States as they could obtain by a direct trade with the United
States, if carried on by British shipping ?

Ant. 45.—The only measures adopted by Great Britain to
counteract the Navigation Laws of the United States, have been the
temporary opening of two ports in British America, and one at Ber^
inuda, upon a very limited scale; this experiment, i. hstandin"
It has had to struggle with all the difficulties arising from ihe foreigS
as well as the domestic free ports in the West Indies, has proved be--
yond doubt, that the West Indies can be regularly supplied with the
productions of the United States by this channel,' in sufficient quan.
Uties, and on as cheap terms, as they could when British vessels were
allowed to trade between the West Indies and the United Slates

:

and It a more extended and permanent regulation shall be made in
this system, the West Indies will be as cheaply supplied with the pro^
ductions of the United states, as they could be if all the Biitish port
in tue West Indies were opened foi American shipping.
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tiue$t. i6.—Ih not tli« trade of the North American Cotoilies r«<

jJuccil, ami prevciite^i from increasing, by reason of llie flucluHling

and unsettled state of the trade between the United Stated, the West-

Indies, and the North American Colonies : and does not the unfixed

'.tate of that trade discourage persons from venturing to engage in if,

to any extent 1

Ant. 4fl.—It most certainly does, and has proved, in many in-

stances, most ruindus to those who have engaged iu supplying the

British West Indies from resources truly British.

Quest. 47.—State the average prices obtained id the West In.

dies annually, durinn the last ten years, for cargoes sent from the

North American Colonies, distinguishing the different Islands.

—

State al'.oj the dutit- > which are paid upon such articles, when import-

<- 1 direct from the North American Colonies in British ships. Also,

the duties paid on the producliotis of the United Stales, when car-

ried direct in their vessels to the same Islands ?

An$. 47.—The constant derangement of (he West India Trade

the last ten years, owing to the sudden opening and shutting ofthe ports

—(he various restrictions and prohibitions of trade by She United

StateSj coupled with the events of the war, have caused such a fluctu-

ation and uncertainty in that Irade^ (hat it would be impossible to

give a correct or satisfactory statement of the average prices obtained

for the cargoes sent from British America ; but the British West In-

dies have not, even in the most difficult periods, for (he last ten years,

suffered ma(erislly from a scarcity. Since the peace, (he low stale

of (he markets has made the ."ipplying of the West Indies generally a

losing trade. The duties on imports in the different ports of the Bii-

tish West Indies fluctuate from 2^ to 10 per cent. But when the

ports there have been opened to foreign vessels, either from causes

real or feigned, (hese duties haVe not been collected from the fo-

reign cargoes, although levied at the same time on British cargoes.

The duties on exports are 4^ per cent. The Island of Jamaica has

laid a duty on productions of the United S(5*»es, imported either di-

rectly or indirectly, and exempted from S'di duties the productions

of British America. This duty on indirect importations of producti-

ons from the United States, by the w; of British America, should

be laid aside.

Quest. 48.—At (he times when American vessels were admitted

to bring the productions of that country to Halifax, and there to sell

or exchange the same for other commodities, did it not increase the

demand at Halifax for European and West India productions ; and

in what degree or proportion was such increased demand 1

Ans. 48.—When (his experiment was tried, it had all the diffi-

culties either of the war or the prohibitory regulations of the United

States to encounter ; notwithstanding which, the sales of European
end West India goods were greatly iucreased, while such inter-

course lasted.
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Qittit. 40.— If tlie portt in tlie North American Coloiiie^ crie

opened tor American vessels to import the productiohi of the United

States, and thiii irade tixed on a permanent footing, so as to secure

U» continuance to persons possessing capital, could not cargoes of

the various productions of the United Slates be provided there (or

the ships bound from Great Britain to the West Indies, to any extent

or amount that may be acquired ) and what would be the difft^rence

between the cost of such cargoes when delivered in the West Indies,

if laden in the North American Colonies, or at the principal ports of
trade in the United Stales ; and slate as nearly as you can compute,
what would be, the ditf«>rence in price, if the same cargoes were deli-

vered in the West Indies by American shipping direct from the U*
nited States 1

Ans. 49.—There can be no doubt if such a trade was established,

cargoes to uny extent may be cr>Mected for ships bound from Europe
to the West Indies ; but such cargo^^s should be ordered to be provi-

ded in sutficicnt time, so as to enable agents to contract for their

delivery in British North America, upon the best and cheapest terms;

and when the tonnage duty and other ve.\Hlious restrictions, with the

heavy port charges incurred by British vessels in the United Statef

are considered, it is m'<)nifest, that such cargoes can be delivered

cheaper in the West Indies by British ships from British North Ame-
rica, and as cheap as they could from the ports in the United States,

if ciirried direct by American viessels ; at any i-ate the difference

would nut be material, perhaps from Is 6d. to 2s. per. barrel on pro-

visions, and 10s. per thousand on lumber, would be the exteut of

the advantage in price, if supplied by American vessels.

Q.ue$t. 50.— If it were permitted, could any, and what, beneficial

trade be carried on belwe?n the North American Colonies and the

Cape of Crood Hope, or any other British or foreign settlements oil

the Coast of Africa, or with any of the Spanish or Portuguese settle-

ments in South Amei'ica, either on the shores of the Atlantic or Pa^

cific Oce?«is?

Ans. 50.—This trade is not much understood here ; but if laid

bpen, no doubt we should adventure in it } the people of the United
Stales pursue such trade with advantage, and if they can do so, there

is nothing to hinder us, but the restrictions of our ovtn Goveriiment-

Qiicst. 61.— Is the monopoly of trade by the Hudson Bay Com*
pany any, and what, injury to the commerce of the North American
Colonies, and could any advantageous trade be carried on by the

Sihish Colonies in North America wiib the French fisheries on the

cb'iit of Newfoundland 1

Ans.bX.—Every monopoly of tfade id injurious, and discou-

rages mercantile adventure ; if this trade is beneficial to one class of
British subjects (which it seems to be to the Company, or they would
not carry it on) it would of course be more exten^lively beneficial to

the nation, if free for all British fubjecis to adventure in, and if allow-

ed, no doubt at times a beneficial trade may be earned on with the

French fisheries.
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Qucsf, 52.-00^3 it not greatly injure llie Commerce of tji^

North American Colonies, and retard the increase of populatidii
ciitr Government leaves in a waste and unsettl;;d state the lands
o( Newfoundland, those on the great rivers emptying into Hudsoh's
Bay, the shores of Labrador, the Magdalen Islands, and Prince Ed-
warjf, and Cape Breton Islands 5 and would not great numbers of
settlers resort to them, if these countries wee placed under good go-
veranients

5 and would not their settlements greatly extend British
commerce, and add mufch to ihe strength and power of the Mother
Country in No th America ?

/Ins. 52. -These coiintries being left in a wtiste and derelict
state, no doubt diminishes the power of Great Britain in North Ameri-
ca. Good governm(?nts established there would certainly open an
extensive field to provide rtibintenance for the increased 'population
of the M.)thci Countty, who would emigrate there. The terms of
the Convention with the United States, make the establishment of
such goverhtnents now indispensibly nicessary, or otherwise the peo-
ple of the United States will soon obtain such a fooling as will pro-
duce serious controversy between the two governments. This may
be easily done without any increased expence to the Mother Coun-
try, hy restoring Prince Edward and Cape Breton Islands lo their
legitimate tonnexion with this Province, and removihg the temporary
goveinments, at present existing there to proper stations on the nor-
thern shores

; the jarring interest and innumerable inconveniences
and injuries which the separation of those two islands from this go-
vernment caused, would beriniedied; the gfenbral interests of the
people inhabiting those islands would be greatly benefited and
idjproved, and the establishing of British Governments in this im-
mense northern trrritory, would draw forth new resources for the
Mother Country, which have be^n too long neglected.

Quest. 53.—Turn your attention gettprally to the sitbject mat-
ter of this enquirvi and state any matter relative thereto ; which may
not have been set torth, and parficularly explained in your answers to
the foregoing questions; and state your opinif is to'the consequen-
ces to be Jipprehended, if some measures art >oi speedily adopted to
jihiee the North American Colonies upon such a footing, as will ena-
ble them to prepare, during peace, to resist the attack which the hos-
tile preparations of the United Slatfcs so manifestly shew, is meditated
against them ?

/*«*. 53— Whattvef Views the Government of the United States
may have in their past or pj-esfent exertions to acquire the dominion
of British North America, the Colonists can derive no possible ad-
vantsge from encouraging a spirit of hostility between the two coun-
tries. 11 they art pleased with the system of government they enjoy,
so are we with ours; our habits, our inclinations, indeed every feei-
iog which it is laud«ble to cherish id the human mind, bind us to the
Molhercountry

; and we have proved, that interest could ri< influ-
' r?te us on thih point. When the United States suddenly declare**
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war against Great Britain, every temptatioQ was held out to induce

liie Colonists to depart from their allegiance ; we were otlVred liber-

ty to form for ourselves whatever Government we thought proper,

and a free commercial intercourse with the whole world was tiie

boon held OMt to us if we would incorporate ourselves in the Union of

the Anierici^n States. This event took place during the most dark

aod glpomy days that our Mother Country ever experienced ; under

such circumstances every man in the Colonies flew to arms, witii i\

fixed determination to stand or fall with our Government, and ni this

trying time we firmly waited the attack. Treasons and treachery

were unheard of amongst us ; and such of our brethren as came it;i ia^-

mediate contact with the en^my, i^iade him know, that the people p.(

British North America are not cowards, and that they are attached tu

their Government by principles of too high a nature to be changed
by any regard for private interests. With these feelings, however,

the duty we owe to ourselves and the nation to which it is our pride

to belong, requires that we should, while now in peace, move the at-

tention of the Mother Country to our situation ; and it is a duty she
owes to allow us to enjuy to the full extent, the advantages of our na-

(ural situation, by giving to us equal freedom of commerce with the

people of the United States— by strengthening our extended frontier

With Fortifications, such as will correspond with those erecting in op-
position to us— by opening Military Reads from one Province to the
othes, thus enabling us with rapidity to uniteour forces for mutual de-

fence, by opening the Navigations which nature has sostrongly marked
out and almost effected, so as to ipake it practicable (o transport the
heaviest articles (which may be doue^ from the harbor of Halifax to.

Lake S^ipt rior, with half the expence that it cost to carry warlike

stores and provisions during the late war into th^ interior. By such
steps as these, British power in North America will soon be placed
beyond the reach of any combination of force, the. sources of ample
revenue would be opened upon a scale that would increase in arithme-

tical progression for centuries to come ; and no jarring interests could
disturb such a system, as British North America has but one common
interest, which can never clash with the interests of the Mother
Country. Nature has so arranged the two countries that it must be
forever the ipteresl of* the one to support the other. Thus, with com-
paratively a small expence, during peace, the caused of future wars
may be remoye^ for ever. Indeed nothing but the apparent weak-
ness of the North American Colonies could ever tempt the United
States to hope to acquire them by conquest ; and while the Mother
Country permits that want of physical strength to exist, she holds
out encouragement for future wars, that must be supported by milli-

ons of expence, every prospect of which would be extinguished, if, on
our part, we followed the system of the United States, who ma^e eve-

ry e:;erlion in creating fortifications, roads and inland navigations,
^nd hy opening to their subjects every advantage which nature gives

them, whether in commerce or otherwise^ they draw to their <^wn do-

fW

V'
f.,

ill



*!f !

28
Jimons a population from the United Kingdom, ivhich. if turned to
British America, would soon render the possesions of (he Molher
Coudlry m Nprth America safe and secure ; besides which, the in-
creasing wealth of such an immense territory would continually open
new resources for the unbound-d consumption of British comm6di.
ties, rendering at the same tii^ie a revenue proportionablv increas-
ing with their prosperity. These are not exaggerated or theoretical
opinions; for if the natural advantages of British North America
had been well known and understood in Great Britain, this country
would never have remained as it does at present, a templing object
to the United Mates

; who are silently pointing all their exertions to
tlie one great object, that is our conquest ; which our present neglect,
cd stale renders almost certain. If Great Britain is determined not
to counteract such measures by a correspondingexertion, it is but Ihe
justice which IS due to faithful and loyal people, to give them timely
notice of her jntcntions to abandon' them ; that ^hey mav prepare in
such forlorn state for their last struggle, to avoid being incorporated
into a government they detest. At present the United States are
making every exertion by Fortifications, Military Roads, and exten-
sive lohnd Navigation, arid extending their population everywhere
to our hues, to prepare a way for the easy conquest of British North
America -, at the same time she is also, by Navigation Laws and hos-'
tue Custom House Regulations, endeavouring to crush British com-
merce and industry, and by the same means to increase her own.—
10 s^ch measures M>e can in peace offer no just objection ; but we
have the same right to resort to the same means ; and, fortunately
ior us, the power rests with us ; and, if <Jreal-Britain thinks proper
to use It, she will soon make the Uiiiled States feel most sensibly our
superiority in eyery respect. If, jn addition to the measures before
pointed out. Great Britain shapes her Navigation Laws and Custom-
4iouse Regulations promptly to meet every New System adopted ;a
tlie Uuited States

; so as to turn the advantage i^'favour of her own
Colonies, and by adopting the only remedy left, to counteract the ex-'
tensive held winch the Fisheries conceded by the late Convention,
have laid open, for the increase and extension of American Navigati-
pn, Ihe United Stales would soon discover that all herefforts to become
the successful Maritime Rival of Great Britain, would be in vain:
&he would soon see that it was her interest to lay aside that intolerable
Bpiritot Republican ambition, which she at present so zealously che-
nshes and promotes, by every possible means—the strongest induce-
ments to which sne derives from the neglected state of British Ameri-
*^;.

\7.^3;j'f'"
pursued in carrying on the Cod and Whale Fishery

lu the United States, is far superior to any that is estal ,hed in the
British dominions

; and yet we make no exertion to reduce their
sirengih, by adding to our own, one of the most powerful supports
of their extensive Navigation.

*'*
'

c .u^f
^'"*^' ^"*'''" would bold out to the Merchants and Fishermen

of that country, engaged ia the Whale and Cod Fishery, the enjoy-
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mfti^ of the imp Commercial Advantages in Briiish North America
which Ihoy now enjoy in the United Slates ; adding iherelo ;tll tho
commercial and other advantages which belong exclMsively to Bri-
tish subjects; and would also allow them to remove with iheir ves-
sels and effects into the British dominions, naturalising the Mer-
chants and Fishermen, and constituting the vessels they brir\g with
them uilo a special and particular branch of British Navigation so
calculated as to naturalize their vessels as Briiish built ships, qualifi-
ed lo carry oq the Whale and Cod Fishery from British America • tu
which occupation they should be excluMvely confined, and restricted
from being employed in any other branch of Briiish trade or com-
merce

;
we, from our contiguity and intercourse with ihis description

ot people, are well acquainted with their sentiments and opinions
and know the powerful effect it would have, if a measure (so simple in
Itself, so easily executed, and attended with no expence) was carried
into effect. We know that, under such encouragement, great num-
bers would at once remove and settle »ith their vessels and property
in Briiisli America

; and the great advantages they would immediate,
ly derive trora such removal, would cause them lo b^ followed by
a consta^it succession of the same description of Emigrants, which
no exertion on the part of the United States would prevent, for it is
not in their power to give them «ny natural advantages, such as the
British dominions afford; and it is also out of their power lo open for
tl^.n any New Commercial Kesources, beyond what they at present
enjoy. J bus, we should soon strip ihe United States of ihe vast ad-
vantages they expect to derive from the late Convention ; and we
sliouid not only gam. in a commercial point of view, what they would
lose

;
but we should add to British Power the princip •! foundation of

their Naval strength-thus increasing the Maritime Force ofGreat
iiritaiii, m the same ratio that we should diminish their?.
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