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RECAPITULATION

OF

A STATEMENT

SUBMITTED BY
LIEUTENANT COLONEL DESBARRES.
FOR
CONSIDERATION.

i

Refpe&ting his Services, from the Year 1755, to the
prefent Time in the Capacity of an Offcer and Engineer
during the War of 1756.—The Utility of his Surveys and
Publications of the Coafts and Harbours of North America,
intituled, 7he Atlantic Neptune,—and his Proceedings and
Condu& as Licutenant Governor of His Majefly’s Celony of
Cape Breton.
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RECAPITULATION

A STATEMENT, &
[V ¥ S a  a o b o b
6 P devctes [".'gf « <o+ N, the Number in 17, r e

ERVICES during the War of 1756-—D-.Barre particu-
larly honoured with the Approbation of hic Sovereign,
as well as of Lorl Amhorit, General Wolie, Mdnluis

Townfliend, &c: [P 1. N 1w 13]

ATLANTIC NLPTUNTE.

Fxcrcenin 163, unler the Direétion of the Board of
Admiralty, to make a Survey and take the Scundings of
the then unexplored Coats and Harbours of Nova Scotia.
Encouragement: held cut: *¢ to be rewarded ina manner
¢ adequate to his Diligence, Ability, and the Value of his
¢ Performance, and promoted in his Military Profetlion.”

Having exerted himf2lf in this arduous Service until the
Fnd of 1--3, he returned to England aud laid his Per-
formance before the Kino. His Majefty was pleafed to
order the fame to be enqraved.

Nautical Charts of teveral other Parts of the American
Coafts being much wanted for the Operations of War, he
was, in purfuance of the Roval Commands, farther en-
gaged in the Conlrultion and Completion thereof until
the Year 1-84.

Inftances of the Utility of his Labours in the Period
of the Profecution of the Work— It has been produdtive of



(4 /.
Advantage: in the Amount of Millions, and will be ufeful,
fo long av Navigation fhall continue to be an Objet 0
Nutional puriuit. [P 2 N igto 8, 20, 21]
Preferred a Memorial to His Majety for Re:méurjiment,

-~ A A v a®

Compe 1/ otion, ind Keward—having all along, in the Profecu-
tion or his Doty applied his Refources to the Support of the
Service entrufte ' to his Care—his Property lving on the Ene-

my’s Frontiers in America having been faccaged ind plunder-

P O b

ed in the mean Time—and, inftead of obtainin | the promifed
Advancement, feeling himfelf under a Preclufion even of

- |

that Promotion which otherwife he could not have failed
to ohtain.  He luably {ubmitted therewith a Statement
of i, Services, to which General Prevoft was pleafed to

=S N S

add the follr.ing Declaration, viz. “ Having read the

“ fore:ving Statement, with the Papers accompanying it, g

“and, upon the Requilition of Major Delurres of my
‘ “ Opinion, 1 realily declare that his Aflcrtions therein S
i “ refpesting his Services, which might with propriety
“ have been enlarged on much to his Advantage, appear
¢ tome to be juftly feunded, and that, inftead of his being &
«« employed on extraordinary Services, if he had continued C
“to do Duty with his Corps, which I commanded from
¢ the beginnirg to the End of the War of 1756, or if he i
¢« had remained attache 1 to that particular Army of which
« his Corps compofed a Part, there is no Doubt, but 4,
“muff have been a Licutenant Colenel in the Year 1775,
¢« when the late Lieutenant Colonel Fuzer obtained that
« Appointment, who was his Junior in the Regiment, and
« who, without the fmalleft Wifh or Intention to difparage
¢« the One or flatter the Other, was not more the Inferior
¢ in Rank of Mr. DesBarres than he was in Talents and
¢« Science, both natural and acquired,
¢ Barnet, 1t May, 1784.” “A.PrevosT, M.G,”

The Advances incurred in carrying on the Survey of the  »

Coafts and Harbours of Nova Scotia, for defraying, the "

Expence of furveying and aftronomical Infiruments and )

»
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‘h'nnh-mcmc, Affitant:, Pilots, Guidis, 1.plucine Pravie
fions and Neeeflurte, 1ol 10 o ; over ting

of Boats in the Operation £ the Suiy wid

Soundings, &c: had anocunted o e Lol o 10y,

to B . - £43°¢ 3 2
and for the like Continrencios, for AT,

Draftsmen, Station ry VVaie and lniplonend,

&c: cmployed in the Courf: of couftru e

Nautical Charts, &c. uader the Ouders ot the

Treatury until the Year 1784, to §¢75 o o
‘The Expence for engraving 257 Platcs

(as «ppears from Infpection of the Arl:iric

cptune) at the Price flipulated by Goveins

ment of 35 Guineas for cach Plate, amounted

Wls < s 515 8 a0 2 42 5 s DIHEIE O

and for the printing of Impreflions for the
Supply of the Public Service . . . . . 1771 o o
21072 13 2
Reccived [in Part] for Contingencies in-
curred in the Profecution of the Survey of the
Coalts and Harbours, &c: . £166 5 6
and of the Expence forengraving
the Plates of the Work [by Grants
of Parliament in 1775, 1777,

1778,1779, 1780] the net Sum of 8183 18 8
i 3388 4

L2717 14 o

His Majefty having been pleafed to refer the fuid Mcmo-
rial to a Committee of the Lords of Privy Council, and their
Lordthips huving requefted the Opinion of the Lords Com.
miflioners of the Admiralty thereupon, the faid Lords Com-
miffioners advifed the Sum of {3915 175 8. to be paid
for Contingencies, incurred in the Profecution of the Sure
vey of the Coafts and Harbours of Nova Scotia [which had
been carried op, from 1763 to the End of 1773, under
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their own immediate Dire&ion] but, with refpe& to the
fubfequent Expence incurred in the Courfe of conftrulting
Nautical Charts of other Parts of the American Coafts and
Harbours [until the Year 1784] as the fame had been un-
dertaken in purfuance of His Majefty’s Royal Order to the
Treafury, their Lordthips were of Opinion that the Con-
fideration thereof did ndt belong to their Department.
Whercupon, the Lords of the Committee, after flating
in their Report to His Majefty the Sum propofed to be
paid for Contingencies during the Period of the Sur-
vey of the Coafts and Harbours of Nova Scotia, were
pleafed to exprefs themfelves as follows : viz.——* It only
« remains for this Committee to ftate to your Majelty,
“agd humbly to fubmit to your Majefty’s Gracious Con-
« fideration the Recommendation in Favour of the Memo-
« rialift, contained in the Report of the Lords Commif-
« fioners of the Admiralty upon that Part of the Memo-
o rialift’s Cafe, which relates to Compenfation for his
« Loffes and Reward for his Services, viz.

« With refpe® to the Lofles which the Memorialitt
* may have fuftained in Rank and Emolument in his Pro-
« feffion of a Soldier, and his Private Fortune, by de-
¢ voting fo many Years of his Life to the Execution
« of an arduous and difficult Work which muft be pro-
« dultive of great Benefit and Utility, not ealy to Your
« Majefty's Service, but to the Public in general, We are
¢ not competent to form a Judgment of the Nature of thefe
« Loffes fufficient for us to eftimate the Amount thereof,
« or to propofe (did it belong to us fo to do) an equivalent
ot Compenation; But weare neverthelefs of Opinion, that
« the Memorialift may be deferving of fome Mark of Your
« Majefty's Favour, as a farther Reward for his Zeal,
« AQivity, and Ability, in profecuting and completing
« the abovementioned ufcful Work, &c.”
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Arrears

o gl L12717 14 o
Received, in January 1784, upon His Ma-

- jefty’s Order in Council 3915 17 8
Balance [exclufive of Lofs by Interefts paid
on the Advance of Money) £88o1 16 4

It will appear [P 5. N 26.] upon Comparifon of the
Reimbursement claimed by DesBarres for Advances incurred
in the Profecution of the abovementioned Surveys and in
preparing Charts for the Public Exigency, with the Sums
aflually paid by the Public in the fame Period of Time for
Services of a fimilar Nature [the Land Surveys in America
of Meflts. Holland and Debrahm, and for the Purpofe of
their preparing the fame for Publication] that, the Public
had regularly paid in advance every Year the average Sum
of £108g 11s 2d. for defraying the Contingencies of
the Service carried on by the latter; whereas DesBarres,
who had engaged in the Profecution of a fimilar Service,
far more difficult, laborious, extenfive, and beneficial,
implicitly trufting to be honourably recompenfed in the
End as well as reimburfed, claimed no more than his abfo-
Jute and evident Difburfements—the average annual Amount
of which was £459 7s. 9d. [P 3. N 19, 22 t0 26.]

NAVIGATION axp COMMERCE, &c:

Eart Howk had in Contemplation to inftitute an Office,
{and to honour DesBarres with the Direion thereof] fos
the Benefit of Navigation and Commerce, produ&ive alfo
in Times of War of peculiar Advantages in facilitating the
Execution of Defigns of Enterprifc, eftimating and regulat-
ing the Forces and Expenditares requifite, obviating Diffi-
culties, afcertaining the Permanency of acquired Succefs,

, &c: [P6. Nz2;. P84, N 350, 353.]

~~
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provoled comin uar a Atk w s Ma l)] as well
as 1n the view of fe nyr to Great bican the Denehts
wiich France formectv eoved from thit Ifland—in the
Einploy veut of bone Thre aundred Vedle!s, Fifteen
huiadred Sialloop:. amd Fourtieen thom nd Men, in 1t’s
Filerics, prod cing neariy Halt a Milhon Sterling per
Annu=—capible ol Leing greatly enhanced in the more
enerp ic Hands of Bricons.

Alvintages of Cape Bretones
weetion of s Ma-

. the ditteit Emmporium for

Sitvation and peculiar

.\\"n]\ |‘| ] ':(‘ I,l

jeity s tr.nfatlantic Dominion

the n.tuwal Pluce of

Comme:ce in North Americr between Great Britain, the
Weft Indies, the Gulph and River of St Law reice and the
immenle Countiies in the Rear of the Amesican States.
[P 6, N 28, 30]

Des3 irresapnointed Tisuteaurt Governor and Comman.
der in Chicf of Cap- 'reton and 170 Dependencics.  Sailed
from krgland in Ofeher and wirived at the Infant Colony,
in Dece »her 1734, Locrted evory means in his Power to
forward the Objects of his Milin. Faithfully reported
the State and Circun flances ot Affairs,  Submitted a Rule
of procecding to be oblerved until he fhould receive farther
Directions. Tranfmitted Accounts of the Expenditures in-
curred, vith an Eftimate of what appeared neceflary to
be incurred. The Bills drawn by him, on Account thereof,
accordingly paid at the Treafury. The tranfmitted Ac-
counts, received by the Public Offices and no Objections
whatev-r fgniiied thereto.  The Agent, upon official Com-
munications, advifed o purfue the Method DesBarres had
adopted, as being repular and proper. [P 6. N 29, 31,
P8. N 371040, 48 w 51.]
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Advice of the Colonial Council ¢ to procure Provifions
e for the exiiting Lxigency, and to draw Bills for the
¢ Amount on the Treafury.” [Pg. N 47.]

A confiderabl: Body of Whalers and Fift crmen propofe
to emigrate froin Nantucket, Martha’s Vine Vard, Rhode
Iand, &c: witn their Fumilies and Property to Cape
Breton. Proceedings thercon, Caufes of Perplexity. [P 1o
N 52, 54, 55.]

Progrets—between Three and Four thoufand People had
been fettled in the Infant Colony--id's kxports, for 1785,
through the Cuftomhoufe, of the Proceeds of Induftry, in
cured Fifh, &c, exceed £.40,000 in Value [P10, N33,

56.]

S

OCCURRENCES.

Sources of Perple xity.——Whatever might have induced the Governor of
Nova Scotia, to refagn any Part of his Duty to the Commanding Offices
of the Troops at Halifax, the peculiar Circumftances oi" the Infant Colony
did not allow the Imitation of fuch an Example, if even DesBarres had
been o inclined. [P 11, N §7.] While Provilions to above 30,000 Peoe
ple were iffued in the Diftri¢t of Halifax alone, Cape Breton not only
laboured under a fingular Pieciufion of a fimilar Aid; but alfo the
Exertions ufed for the Prefervation of the Lives of it's Colonifts were by
clandetine Means endeavoured to be fruftrated. [P 11. N 58, 59.] Per=
plexities. Proceedings thereupon. Refult. [P 12, N. 60, 61, 63, 66,
68, 69.] The Provoft Maribal is accufed, and Celonel Yorke's Ace
culation proved to be unfounded. [P 13, N 62, 64, 65, 67.] Pro-
Ceedings, by the Chief Jutice, againft Perfons concerid in A&ts of
vialent Oppofition to the Legal Au hority. [P. 14, N. 70, 71.] Advice of
the Colonial Council. Colunel Yorke engages to iffue 40,000 Rations of
Provifions for the Support of the inhabitants——about §000 were received
in Parteethe Refidue was to be caled for as wanted. [P 15, N7a,

to 74, 78.)

la the mean Time, the Brigantine Amelia, having Provifions on Board,

arrived at Sgdney in December 178g.—Her Mafter John (Drummond)

a0d the Supercargo (James Angel), being called before the Council, de-

¢lwred @n Outh the Circumtances of the Vetlel and Cargo. Refolution.
B




[ 10 ]

Clandeftine Proceedings of Duummond and Angel.  They fulfify their
Peclarations on Oathy &c. Farther Refolutions, [I' 16. N 74 to -, 79»
to g4.]

I'he Provifions in the Amelia fubfitted the Colony until the middle
of Lebruary 1786. Application being made for the Refidue of the 4c,000
Rations, Colonel Yorke refufed to comply with his Lugagenient, His
Pretexts.  Pre avtions ufed. [P 13, N 3 to 105,

The Colonial Council advife a Cha cery Writ to b> iflued for en.
teiing the Store to obtain the The
of the Writ in order to expoitulate with Co-
lonel Yorke, who appears determined to oppofe the Legal Authority
by Force. [P 1y, N1obto 115 ] Precaution. [P 21, N r14.| ‘Lhe
Riot Act is proclaimed, and (in the Execution of the Wity on the ad
March 1786) tue Perlin, dirc
to the Civil Auvthority, i

Bilance of the go,c0c Ruation:.

Exccution delayed

ing on the Spot an armed Gypofition
teleen Piifoner by the Provoit Marfial; but
immediately refcucd. ['I’ 21. N 115,118 )

Colonel Yorke having formcd a wifpoition with the Troops, fent a
Letter faying that, ¢ He was fiifted with Legal Aid by Council ani
¢ therefore withed to keep clear of any Infringement on the Conftitution
“ till he could procure proper Advice and Aflitance.” [P 21. N 116.)
The Chicfjuﬂi(c and the Attoney General are directed to give their
Opinions on the Affair, in order that the fare be furnified to Colonel
Yorke. Law t pinions accordingly delivered to Colonel Yorke. [ 21
N 117, 119, 120, 221. ]

The Affair wa now out of DesBarres’ Deputment,  The Inhibitants
and Magiftrates carried the matters befure the Supreme Court: wlhere
Prefentments were made, and the Chief Juttice ifTued Warrants for appre-
hending the Perfons guilty of Refiftance and Cppofition to Legal Autho.
rity. Colonel Yorke, convicted befors the Juftices of Quarter Seffions, ac-
cording to the Form, Force, and Effe?, of the 15 Article of the A@ of
Parliament for punithing Mutiny and Defestion and for the better
Payment of the Army in their Quarters. ‘The Colonifts are alarmed by
Gangs with Bludgeons and Fire Arms firoling at late Hours in the Night,
Outrages towards the Otficers of His Majefty’s Revenue in the Execue
tion of their Duty. [P22. N 121, 123 to 125, 127.]

The Brigantine Rachacl, liden with Flour, bound from Quebec te
Halifax, had, inthe Beginning of the Winter, been driven, by Strefs of
Weather into Arifhat Harbour, and was there deta'ned in the Icc=The
Council advifed that the Provifions in her be obtained, by Purchafe, Impreft
or any poflible Means, and accordingly the faid Provifions were purcliifed,

The Difficulty, now, was bow to bring them to Sydney, Arithat Hachows lye

"
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ing about 100 Miles diftantand the intermediate Country being a thick Foreft

then covered with Seven Feet of Snow. One hundred Men. fi 0 with Snow
Shoes, &c: were difpatchied to bring, on Sledges, as much of the Provifions
wed

Refolutions and Proceedings in confe uence,

as they could Carry for immediate Reticr, Perfidous Dengns, medi
to fruitrate thote Exertions.
Initances of the Attorney General's Conduét, [P 24, N 126, 128 10 143,
145, 146 ]

Oviers itfued and Proceedings dire@ed by General Cimpbell. lament-
Unable by any Me ns of Re-

n oany De ree the fatal Muiion under which the

ably prejudicial to tne Infunt Scttlement,
n‘.ol.ﬂ' ILe L0 remove
Genenal had feemed to labour, DesBarres conceived it to be h's Duty to
tranfmit to Government the whole of the Procecdings, together with the
Prayers of the People to His Majefty, and, the Ch [/ Fuflie having

solemnly deciared in the Supreme Court that be culd no longery, with
Effect and Safety to himfeltf and to the Juarors and Witnelics, carry n
the Admimsiraiior of ‘fustice wn the Coony, the Colonid Council advited
that he fhould proceed to England, with the Documents and Proof of the
Tranfactions whichliad taken place. [ 26. N 144 147 t0 164, 166, 167.)

In June 1726, the Detachment of the 33d Regiment wao relicved,
by another Detuchment of the 42d under the Commuand of Licutenant

g . " . .
Colonel Charles Graham, who (as he faid) was to putue the fume Line of

+C ndue@ as Colonel Yorke had done, and for which General Campbell

had given hive Sorer Orders. Flolitax of the tormer

Detachmient, Licutenant William Noof rd, in confequence of having,

Upon the Arrival @t

on the 1t March preceeding, expoftulaied with Uslonel Yorie on the
Civil Authority of Government, was tricd be-
fore a General Court Martial, and fentenced to be cathicied  Proce
of the Court Martiu/, Flis Majeity thought fit not to confirm the Sentence,

[l‘ 30. N 165, 163 to 171.] ‘Lhe Chiet Juftice’s Chuge to the Grand
Jury. [P34.N172.]

l”cs‘ll:’,}' of « ';p«.ﬁn;; the

iin s

RESIGNATIONS anp SUSPENSIONS.

Critical Situation of the Officers of the Military St:l'of Cape Breton,
in confequence of the Orders ifiued by General Campbeil.  They refign
their Seats at the Council Board. [P 37, N173.] Mefiis. Hurd, Uncle
and Cuyler, fufpended, by Advice of the Coloni'l Coundily for Mitcon-
du&, from aing in their refpective Official Capocitic “of Chief Surveyor
of Lands, Colleor of the Cuftoms, and Clerk of the Council) wuril
His M'."('ﬂy‘s Pleafure fhould be known, [P 37. N 174 t0 1%6.] Cum-
plexon of the Aut aney General's Condu@®. Reprobated by the Counail
[P37. N. g6, 183.]
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Various Objedts eflentially, affe@ing the Profperity of % The Agent paid J
the Infant Colony whicii, it was conceived, nicrited and ., dit, debiting De

requircd on the Part of Governinent, an -arly Confidera-
tion, had been fubmitted, and the Refults thcreupon had
for a long Time been anxioully expeéted, whea on the 6th
of June 1786, a Difpatch from Lord Sydney dated the 1gth
April preceeding was at length received.

From the glaring Mifconceptions and Miftatements con-

tained in this Difpatch, it was now evident, that the (ane fel-
fith Source of Hoftility to the Minifterial Meafure of colonif.
ing Cape Breton, under the baneful Influence of which Gene.

ral Campbell and Colonel Yorke, had wnhappily lent them.

felves and created on the Spot the Perplexities above al.
Juded to, was operating alfo on his Lordthip and in the
Public Offices at Home. [P 42. N 187 to 202.]

Captain Venture [the fittet Perfon in the Colony)
had, in Autpmn 1785, been fent, in the Government
Brig St, Peter, to Rhode Ifland, in confequence of Pro-

pofals from a confiderable Number of Loyalifts refpe®.

ing their choval to the Infant Colony. At the Pe.

riod of his Departure, the Provifions which remained in °

Store were infufficient to fupport the Colony even a fingle
Month, and, having repeatedly been difappointed in the
ExpeQations held out of 8 Supply from England or Hali-
ﬁx,mwpeaMMSomahdw\my

dubious, DesBarres had therefore given o Mr. Venture q .

Credit for drawing Bills on his Agent in England to the

Amount of £80q, to be laid out in the Purchafe of Provi. -

fions, Captain Venture, by fubfeques: Informations find-
ing that, no Provifions were intendeci to be fent for the
Relief of Cape Breton, exerted himiclf in the Bxigeacy

to progure as large & Supply as be could. Hu.m..g.'

Joaded, befides the St. Peter, three Veflels with full Cas-

goes of Provifions for the Colony, and, wpon Account |
thereof, drew Bills on the Ageat w0 the Amonst of 1605,

And, addrefl

' Letter, viz. * Lc

, % Governor DesB.

* hending in Sept
* Others employe
* Ifland would be
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- % as poflible the
. * which approacl
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g the Profperity of % The Agent paid [800 (the Amount of the Order of Cre-
ived, nicrited and ., dit, debiting DesBarres’ private Account with the fame].

n +arly Confidera-
lts thereupon had
~whea on the 6th
ney dated the 19th
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0 202.]
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And, addrefled to the Under Secretary of State a

' Letter, viz. ‘“ London, 16th January 1786, ¢ Lieutenant

¢ Governor DesBarres of the Ifland of CapeBreton appre-
* hending in September laft, that, numerous Loyalifts and
*“ Others employed by him in forming a Settlement on that
“ Ifland would be reduced to the greatet Diftrefs for want
“ of Provifions. Conceiving it his Duty to preveat as much

-* as polible the then impending Calamity of Famine,
. % which approached very faft, direCted Captain Thomas

*“ Venture to repair to the Continent of America in queft
* of Proviiions, and, Mr. Venture, finding that no Supply
% was likely to be fent from Nova Scotia, proceeded to
“ Rhode liland and there purchafed fuch Provifions as he

- * could procure, and put them on Board Four Veflels, as

# will appear by the Four Bills of Lading I have the

- * Honour to enclofe, and I beg the Favour of your laying

* them before Lord Sydney together with a Lift of Bills of
* Exchange drawn by Mr. Venture upon me for the Pay-
*ment of thofe Provifions; but, as I am not poflefled of
* any Fund to enable my difcharging thofe Bills, I have to

* "requeft the additional Favour of your moving Lord

* Sydney to honour me with fuch Directions, as his Lord-
* fhip may think neceflary on this Occafion.
*“ The moft extraordingry Uppefition, of the People and

*Government of Nova Scotia, te His Majefly’s Intention

* in forming a Settlement at Cape Breton is made a Subjed
* of great Complaint in various Letters from that Ifland,
* which, I am informed, made it abfolutely neceflary for
* Mr, DesBarres to take the Steps he has done to prevent
** the wafostunate Inbabitants of the Town of Sydney from

b h‘“‘- &kc. “W, Rourr?.”
Upon which he reccived the following Anfwer, viz:

- ¥ Troafary Chambers joth. January, 1786,~Having lLaid
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¢« hefore the Lords Commiffioners of His Majefty’s Trealury,
«¢ a Letter frum Mr. Nepean of the 18th Inft. tranfmitting
*¢ by Direction of Lord Sydney a Letter from you, as Agent
“ to Lieut. Governor DesBarres of the Ifland of Cape Bre-
¢ ton, enclofing a Liit of Bills drawn on you by Mr. Ven-
“¢ ture, for Provifions purchafed by Order of the Lieutenant
*¢ Governor for the Ufe of the Loyalifts and Others em-
“ ployed in forming a Settlement on that Ifland, I am com-
¢ manded by their Lordthips to acquaint you, that, tiey
“ cannot give Direitions for the Acceptance of the jaid Bills,
“« as the fame fhould Favve been dravwn by the Governor, avha is
““ alone refponfible for the proper Expenditure of the Money,
«« and beit able to explain to their Lordthips the Necefiity

¢ of the Service, &c. Two. StrerLe.”

M:. Venture, [ who onhis Return in December to the Co-
lony, had been by a violent Snow Storm driven off the Coaft
of Cape Breton, and in the utmoft Danger of foundering

the Account of his Expedition, given by him into the Se-
cretary of State’s Office, he fays, ¢ the Day before our
« Difafter we pafled through the Road of Mainadieu, and
« we were informed that Governor DesBarres and the
« [nhabitants were in the greateft Diftrefs for want of Pro-
«¢ vifions, none having arrived from the Time of our De-
« parture. Should the other Three Veflels mifcarry, [
«¢ am afraid the Confequences will not only be diftrefling ;
¢ but fatal.” And, on the Subjeit of the Loyaliils, pro-
pofing to refort to the Infant Colony, he ftated “ 1 eftimate
¢ between Six and Scven hundred Families, the moft of
¢ them, very refpeftable in Charalter and of confiderable
« Property in that Country, who only wait for my Report
* from hence to difpofe of their Eitates in that Country
‘and repair to Capc Breton this Spring, exclufive of
*¢ nearly the total of thofe following the Whaling Bufinefs

2

“ from Nantucket;
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#. * from Nantucket; nor can I entertain a doubt but that
PO thofe will be followed by thoufand..”

In this Conjunéture, an ©Order was dircéted to Mr.
Venture, viz, * Treafury Chambers, 24th January 1786,
“1amm commanded, by the Lords Commiffioners of His
“ Mujefty’sTreafury, to defire you will lofe no Time to bring
““ the brig St. Peter and Ler Cargoe, now off Cowes, into the
“ River 'I’hames, and that, on your Arrival there, yon will
““dcliver the faid Brig and Cargoe to Meflrs. Rafhleigh and

» ¢ Co. of Garlick Hill, Merchants, whohave their Lordthip’s

v

L)

“ Dircction to receive the fame, &c.

Mr. Venture obeyed the Order. At the fame Time he
humbly requefted their Lordfhips would be pleafed to con-
fider that the faid fpecific Cargee of the St. Peter had been
purchafed for the Relief of the diftrefled Colenifts in Cape
Breton, and was aually paid for by DesBarres, through
his Agent, in Virtue of the abovementioned Credit of

GeorGE Roske,”

4 /8oo.
1 his Courfe for - £800

Refult: The Bills, which Mr. Venture had drawn in
excefs ‘of the Credit of /800, returned under Proteft.
Upon Intelligence thereof in America, and of the Mea-
fures which had taken place, the greateft Confternation
prevailed among the Loyalifts—fome of whom had already
difpofed of their landed Property and made the requifite
Preparations for their Removal to the Infant Colony—Others
were on the Point of embarking—Seven Veficls were a&tually
loaded with Families waiting only for Wind to fet fail.
This, together with the Non-payment of the Advances
incurred by DesBarres for fupporting the Colony, produced
to the Opponents of the Profperity of Cape Breton an Af-
cendancy, as aftonithing as it was unmerited and prejudicial.
DesBarres bad no Refource left, either for allaying the Cla-

~mour of Creditors who had fupplied the Public Service, or

for procuring farther Means of Exiftence to the People, but
by Proceeding to fell away a Part, and exccute Mortgages
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for the Refidue of his Property. [P 43. N 193 to 2¢1,
P47. N 205, 209.]

Tue Colonial Chief Juftice and the Examiner of the
Public Accounts, difpatched, with Documents of the
Tranfaions which had taken Place, for the purpofe of
minately explaining to His Majefty’s Minifters the actual
State and Circumftances of the Colony and of the F.xpen-
ditures, and in View of obtaining requifite Support, arrived
in Lordon in July 1786. They returned to Cape Breton
in September 1787, without having effeted any of the
Objeéts.

The Chief Jaftice wrote that “ having remonftrated on
 DesBarres impending Ruin by delaying the Settlement
“ of the Accounts, and on the Salvaticn of the Colony by
“¢ Provifions being fent thither in Time, as the Two moft
¢ prefing Obje@ts;” he was anfwered, by the Under
Secretary of State, that ‘ the Papers were pafling among

r W =

* the Miniftry for perufal and Confideration, and that he '

“ woald have an Hearing.”

Upon farther Commanications he informed, that * no
¢ Confideration of the Diftrefs of the People, or to en-
* courage their flaying in, or Others to come to, the Co-
* lony, would be fufficicnt to procare them Provifions from
« the Crown—that it feemed determined to leave the
* Ifland to its own matural Advantages, to become popu-
** Jous, or not, in the ordinary Courfe of Events,”

If really it had been the Intention to have eftablifhed
Colony at Cape Bretom without Expeace to Government,
it were much to be regretted that the Propofal fubmitted by
DesBarres to Lord North in 1783, had not been adopted -
pledgiag himfelf therein to advance all the requifite Ex-
pence therefor, and requiring only the merited Prote@ion
of Government and to be allowed Repayment from the
fatere Revenue which moft have accrued. Cape Breton,

by foch Meafare, might at this Day have beea a confpicu-
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ous Object of Nitional Utility. —But Matters had been
arranged otherwiie,

Ample Support was promifed, and full Reliance was
placed thereon, particularly in the Article of Provifions to
Loyalifts, &c, who might emicrate to the Infant Colony.

In the ncighbouring Province of Nova Scotia, Provifions
were ifluing to above Z%iriy thousand Pecple, while not a
fingle Ration was received from Government for a fimilar
Supply of the like Defeription of Individuals in Cuape Bre-
ton—a Country in a State of Nature and without Re-
fource from previous Cultivation.

[P 47. N 203, 204,
206 to 208, 212.]

The fuid Chief Juftice, fubfequently declared, that
“ fome Tine after the Arrival in London of Colonel Yorke
“and of Mr. Ifurd, being informed that Complaints againit
*“ Governor De:Baires were exhibited at the Secretary of
“ State’s Office, ke, without lofs of Time, had applied to
*know, if the Information was founded, and M:. Nepean
* having acknowledged that there were fuch Complaints
““in the Office, he, then had requefled @ Communication of
““them, as it was probable, when he fhould know what the
*“ Complaints were, he might be able to give upon the Spor
- satisfallory Ansawers thereto. Whereupon he was replied,
““ that the Complaints would net be communicated 1o bim P
* but they should be sent to the Governor in order for himfelf
“10 answer them” They were not fent—It is however
the invariable Pra&tice of Office fo to do.— Juftice alfo
required it, in the View of enabling immediate Refutation,
or of colle@ting juttificative Proofs, on the Spot, in the
Event of 2 future Trial. [P 48.N 210, 213 to 214, 221.)

Extra of a Letter from faid Chief Juftice, dated Lon-
“’.ﬂ 21 November, 1786. viz: * Repeated Reports having
** been fpread that you were, or would be, fuperfeded, and
* Governor Hamilton appointed in your Place, I pur-
** pofely waited on Mr. Nepean and requefled to know the
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Truth of the Reports. He told me that Governor Ht-4‘~incurrcd fince that Per
in iton wvasto have the firft vacancy that fell § but was not  in February 1787, rej

ADPOL

poniedin your Pluce—that Captain Gravois was to and Interefts on Bills
ot in the Brig Relief to bring you to England, fo .. Public Service, were '

w2 thould be ready for failing. Mr. Nepeun far- e the Rate of £840 pe

“ U 12 med ne, that you were ot to be Juperjeded oni“ Holders of thefe Bills
* your coming from the Government; but there were  England. [P 49. N 22

(]
Difiiculties in pointing out who fhould command in
your Abfence--that your Friends thought it for your

a«”
a
“ prefentations made on your Side, as to obviate thofe

€«

cannot get a Knowledge of”” [P. 49. N 222, 223.]

Extra& from Chief Juftice Gibbon’s Narrative. ‘¢ The
“ Chief JuRtice had often folicited an Audience of Lord ‘v
¢ Sydney; but did not obtain that Honour until after Co-
““ lonel Yorke had arrived in England and had been at the
“ Public Offices, when he was admitted to about an Hoxrs’
““ Audience of his Lordfhip, who put many Queftions to
‘ him, feemingly pointed to prove a Mifcondu in Lieu-
*“ tenant Governor DesBarres and the Civil Department
“ of the Government in Cape Breton, to which he gave "
* Anfwers and fuch Explanations as might prevent a Mif-
““ conception of Falts; but bis Lordhip appeared aflonifbed
““at the Relation of the Tranfaitions and to conceive them (o
* be incredible: after awbhich, be conld never obtain the Ho-
“ nour of being admitted to bis Lordpip while he ftayed in
* England.” [P. 48 N. 216, 217.]

Circumflances of peculiar Hardfhip reprefented to, and
acknowledged in, the Public Offices ; but fuffered to operate
—a Balance, of the Sum of £7364 71. 2d, had been officially
reported, by the Secretary of State to the T'reafury, to be
due to DesBarres on Difburfements incarred by him, pre-
vioss to the 25th March 1786, for the Support of
the Isfint Colony, which, befides what had bees

)
!
!
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t Governor He.#jncurred fince that Period, remained unpaid—his Agent had,
¢Il'; butwas not in February 1787, reprefented that the Charger, Damages
Gravois was to™ and Interefts on Bills unliquidated, drawn by him for the
to England, fo . Public Service, were then accumulating a ruinous Expence
VIr. Nepcan far- _at the Rate of £840 per Annum—and it was known that the
be Juperjeded on‘” Holders of thefe Bills intended to arreft bim on bis Arrival in
but there were England. [P 49. N 220, 225, 226.]
d command jn " Under thefe Circumftances, DesBarres received, on the
zht it for your 1gth of July, 1787, Sundry Difpatches, tran/mitied by Lerd
fupport the Re- ¢ Sydney in the preceeding Month of April, fignitying, viz.—
» obviate thofe’ « His Majefty, conftantly inclined to view the Conduét of
which latter IT “ His Servants in the moft favourable Light, always feels
2, 223.] . % great Concern, when their Proceedings do not appear to
rative. ““ The * him to merit Commendation.”—¢¢ From Meafures which
dience of Lord ' * have been purfued for depriving nearly the whole of the
until after Co-  * Civil Officers of the Ifland of their Employments and the
had been at the ** conftant Difputes and Difagreements which have taken
wbout an Howrs’  *“ place between you and the Military, and the Complaints
y Queftions to ™ * which have in confequence been exhibited againkt you,
mduét in Lieu-  “'many Doubts have been entertained of the Refitude of
ril Departmeat  “ your Condu&, or, at leaft, of your Prudence and Dif-
which he gave " * cretion, which neither the Realoning contained in your
prevent a Mif- W . Difpatches, or the Information given by the Chief Juf-
eared afionifbed  ** tice, are fufficient to remove : Upon thefe Accounts, His
onceive them to ¢ ** Majelty has thought it fit, that I fhould fignify to you
obtain the Ho- , * His Royal Commands for your Return to England as
le he ftayed in = *“foonas poffible, to give an Account of jour Proceedings,
. “which you will do upon Receipt of this Difpatch,
fented to, and | leaving the Ifland in the Charge of the Semior Coxncillor,
ered to operate  *‘ watil fuch Thme as you may return thither, or that His Ma-
been officially {  jefty may determine upon naming 2 Succeflor to you.”
‘reafury, to be If Lord Sydney had been pleafed to advert to the Do-
| by him, pre- ~ cuments of the Tranfaltions in the Colony, tranfmitted for
t Support of his Information, his Lordthip muft have felt that the Im-
i had been ) Putations contained in his Difpatch againt DesBarres wers

|
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unfounded—1nd, 2, a Communication of the omplatats,
alleged to have been exhibited, (of the Litravaganc,
of which it were impoilible to have formed an ldea) had
been refufed to the Chief Juftice and never impa-ted to Des
Barres, it were not natural to have expected, tint, *“the
¢ Reafoning contained in bis Difpatches, or tic intorma-
“ tion given by the Claef Juftice,” (which is appears had
unfortunately not bLeen honoured with deiizable  Atten-
tion) ““ w ould be fu Sicicrt to remove Doubts arbutrartly en-
“¢ tertained of the Reltitade of his Condud in confequence
‘¢ thereof”

And, in an other Dilpatch tranfmitted by the fame
Conveyance, viz. *¢ Whitehall, sth April, 1787,—I have
« reccived the King’s Conmands to acquaint you that His
“ Mhjefty has been pleafed to appoint Licutenant Colonel
“ Macarmick 0 a/t as Lieutenant Governor of Cape
““ Breton during your Abfence: That Officer will very thortly
“ procced thither in order to relicve the Perfen, into w hofe
* Hands the Charge of th’lﬂand may fall upon your De-
¢ parture from thence, &c.

*“ Lieutenant Governor DesBarres “SypNey."”

Licutenant Colonel Macarmick, arriving at Cape Bre.
tan, in October 1787, ftated the Conditions of his zempee
rery Appointment and Miffion. Obfervations. [P g0
N 224, 22710 234.)

DesBarres on the 13th of O&ober 1787, embarked for.
Europe. Having, on the 7th of December following,
put into the Ifle of Jerfey, and confidering the Predicament
of the Bills drawn for the Public Service, and the Caution

he had received in that refpect, he felt the Necetlity of

taking Precautions for his perfonal Security. The Secres
taky of State having refufed to grant his Requifition for
that purpole, he concerted Means t» land in fecrecy on the,
Coaft of England, and, after many Difficulties, reached
Whitchall, in April 1788. (P 52. N 235, 237 to 241.]
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‘f Here, it was propofed that < a Settlement, and Paymens
! ““of the Balance, of the Account fhould immediately take place”
in the Objeét of his perfonal Sccurity, and of enabling him
i to recover what Portion he might of his Property, fequef-
| tered in the Hands of the Public Creditors—that Oficial
) Copies of the Complasnts would be forthwith furnifbed to bim,
 and an Ingmiry inflituted into his Proceedings, which would be
decided upom awithout Delay. It was folemnly declared that ke
: bad not been fuperjided, having received the Appointment of
J Lieutenant Governor of Cape Breton in Remuneration for
\' fpecific Services of National Utility, and that be was then
| the atual Lieutenant Governor of that Ifland: That ¢ an
Agreement had been made with Lieutenant Colonel Macar-
4 mick to that Effect, and he was referred to Lord Sydney’s
-Difpatches, as clearly exprefiing Mr. Macarmick’s temporary
Miffion. [P 2. N 236, 242, 243.]

The Under Secretary of State having obferved that f-
¢ weral of the Vouckers (belonging to the Sctts tranfmitted and
© received in Duplicates) were mijing and might have been
| ®iflaid or loft in thesr Progrefs threugh the Offices, requefled
. DesBarres, in the view of accelerating the Settlement of

the Accounts, to complete one of the Setts, from the Tri-
" plicates in his Poflefion. The Preadoption of Mifinfor-
. mations and unfounded Matter, which had perverted the
 matural Courfe of Official Proceedings rendered the Exami-
mtion of the Accounts, extreme'y perplexed and painfully
wdious. [P 53. N 244 t1249.]
DesBarres was fuffering in the mean Time—fecluded in
2 8an@tuary, under inceflant Perturbation from the Impa-
tience of the clamourous Creditors— refraining from the
Iatercourfe of his Friends, until the promifed Inquiry fhould
- #emove the Stigma of the vague Imputations and Calumny.
It was in this gloomy Retirement that he firft difcovered the
clandeftine Proceedings carrying on aguint him—a Fabri-
" fgties aad Forgery, formally addredied to, reccived and
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afed upon by, Lord Sydney—a Communication of which
had been refufed to the Colonial Chief Juftice—a Copy
whereof had been promifed, but had not been tranfmitted
to him, was put into his Hands by a Gentleman, whom Mr.
Hurd had requefted to ufe it for a calumnious Purpofe.
Thereupon, having urged with redoubled Ardour in the
Secretary of State’s Office for the promifed Copies of the
alleged Complaints —7hey were not to be found! 'I'he Under
Secretary, pointing at a Defk in the Office, faid ** if he
* could tell what Clerk or Meflenger had taken them from
*¢ thence, he thould immeditately be difmiffed.”” DesBarres
obferved that, the fame had been put into Circulation by
Mr. Hurd for the palt Two Years, and perhaps were at
that very Inftant circulating. The Under Secretary of State
pretended that ** it might only be a Copy which Mr. Hurd
““ had received from Colonel Yorke.” Some time after (in
Auguft 1788) being informed that the faid Mr. Hurd was

about to leave the Kingdom, DesBarres, having formally '

moved for his Detention in order to be confronted, was
verbally anfwered, * You muft ruin Mr. Hurd, or Mr.
% Hurd maft ruin you.” [P 54. N 250 t0 257).

Mortified at the Treatment and infuperable Delays in
Lord Sydney’s Office, DesBarres, [in December 1788] re-
quefted of his Lordfhip the Honour of a private Confe-
rence. Upon Expoftulation, Lord Sydney was pleafed to
exprefs an Intention, afier the Settlement of the Accounts
at the Treafury, of recommending him for * fome
*“ Mark of the Reyal Favowr”—and his Lordfhip, defiring
to kmow what were his Expefations, having appointed
a certain Day for inveftigating and giving an Opinion om
the Cafe, he accordi.jly fubmitted his Claim to Reparasien
of Injuries, Payment, and Compenjation. No Inveftigation, noe
Decifion, took place. [P 54. N 253, 258, 36oto 262].

A Report on the Account rendered (amounting to
£19,579 18s. od.) was fent to the Treafury, in February
1789, [P. 55 N. 259].

!
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Mr. Hurd (on the 22d March 1789) on being queftioned

* an refpe@ to the Complaints, which he had in 1786, for-

mally delivered into the Sccretary of State’s Office under bis
ewn and ten other Subfcriptions, having comfefed, in the
prefence of Lord Sydney, of his Lordfhip’s Two Under
Secretaries, and of DesBarres, that ¢ be could not fupport
““ the Charges therein.”” DesBarres pointed out, among the
forged Subferiptions, the Name of a Perfon, who then hap-
pened to be in London and had declared, * he would fuffer
“ his Hand to be cut off, rather than put it to fuch an
* abominable Piece of Paper,” and propofed to bring him
before Lord Sydney. His Lordhip declined to fee him.
[P 56 N 263 to 266, 269, 270.]

DesBarres affiduous Solicitations at the Treafury had
been anfwered with general Expreffions of regret at the De-
lays. It was alleged that * Lord Sydney’s Reports were
* fo vague and indecifive that the Office could not poffibly
¢ proceed in the Bufinefs, and that it were abfolutely necef-
* fary it thould undergo Mr. Pitt’s own thorough Examina-
“ tion.” DesBarres humbly requefted a Communication of
thefe Reports, or to be furnithed with Extrafts of the
Objedions alleged therein againft his Claim, in order to
sefute the fame. The Requeft was refufed. [P 56. N 267).

‘Atan Interview appointed by Lord Sydney on the 1t
of June 1789, DesBarres, having adverted to the Per-
plexities afcribed at the Treafury to the Reports on the
Accounts, lamenting the Effe@ts of Infertions therein, un-
defervingly fanioned by his Lordfhip's Official Authority,
hambly and earneftly moved to his Lordthip’s Feelings the
Necedlity of no longer delaying ferioufly to inquire into the
Affairs refpeing His Majelty’s Colony of Cape Breton—
the Adminiftration of which had unhappily been entruft-
ed into the Hands of the Authors of the Fabrication
and Forgery impofed on Government, whofe Proceedings,
fince his Ablence, had been reprefented to his Lordfhip.




[ 24 1]

‘Loed Sydney, in Conclufion, was pleafed to fay, that;
4¢on that very Day he would make Inquiries at his Office
« and fent to the Treafury about the Bufinefs.” On Des
- Barr¢s roquefting to be informed when he fhould attend
for & Refult, his Lordthip replied, that ¢ he would fend to
-e¢ him withia Four Days.”” In this Intervdl, Lord Sydney
-quitted the Office of Sccretary of State; and did not fend.
{P 56. N 268, 271 to 281, 283, 384.]

The Secretary of the Treafury, in September 1789.
demanded ** a Lit of the Holders of Bills drawn by Des
{ Barres in the Courfe of carrying on the Public Service,
. wgether with a Defeription of the feveral Buildings
o greted in Cape Breton by his Orders, in order that be
* might- write' to Governor Macarmick agreeably to
¢the Inftrultiens he had received from Mr. Pitt. cssd
~Among the Prosetdings which had caken place fince Dés
JBarres’ Depavtuce from the Colony, it had beea reprefent.
wd in the Begiming of the Month of Match preteeding %
His Majety’s Migifler, that, Mr. Macarmick in Cemjunt-

.of the sbovemengioned Fabricadon sad Forgery] hud
feised on and plundered DesBarres’ Property in Cape Bretod.
P §6. N 271 to 184]). The Report, which they uiay hive
vevurmed for Ms. Piet's Ufe t0 form ‘s Opidion of; and
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' Scmtmy of the Accounts and minutely compared the
Vouchers with thé refpelive Articles of Charge, expreffed
his Satisfaltion thereof, and declared, that, * he would
“ report to Mr. Pitt acco:dmgly. and propofe a Sum of
*« Money to be iffued, in the mean time, to allay the Im-
« patience of the moft clamourous Creditors, until the Ac-
“ counts might be finally liquidated.” [P 61. N 282, 285
to-288.]

Accordingly, the Lords of His Majelty’s Treafury were
pleafed, in December 1789, to place the Sum of £10,000
in the Hands -of Bankers, and to iflue Inftruions to them

* “to difcharge fundry Bills, drawn by Lieutenant Go-

N

‘x'-%" = f’

# vernor DesBarres in the Courfe of his carrying on the
* Publi¢ Service in Cape Breton—diretting an Allowance
“ to be made to the Holders of the Bjlls for Noting, Pro-
“ tefts, and Interefls, at the Rate of Five per Centum per
“ Anndm, from the Time the Bills were due to the Date
“ of l’ayment thereof.”

* Some of the Bill Holders, who had early taken Advant-
age of DesBarres’ opprefled Situation, and made Seizures,
far beyond the Amount of their Claims, of his Property
in Nova Scotia, were now extremely uuwilling to yicld up,
on reafonsbleTerms, the Poffeflion thereof: Hence, vexatious
Law Alterations enfued, and an Arbitration took place,
®hick lafted neatly T'wo Years. At the Conclufion of it, the
Mﬂ (Sir William Dolben, Sir Herbert Mackworth,

ke ] thought it incumbent upou them, to flate to the
Lords of HMis MsjeRy Treafuty, that, * through a long
& Inveftigation, the general Condu@ of Lieutenant Go-
“‘N-t* DesBarres, ddring his Adminiftration of Cape
“ Bretod, had ¢ome before thém, and, thatit appeared to
“'them that ke had exerted himfelf ¢ eftablith and fupport
“ the Government committed to his Chirge in 3 Maaver
"lﬁvthc--dmu, ke
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The Bankers, by means of the faid Sum of 10,000, i s« counts with

liquidated Bills and Demands to the Amount | s had been e
A T o« « o o o« £7v71 16 13 | o the Comm
having paid for Expences, noting, Protefls, « with DireQion
Interefts, accrued . . . . . . + + « 38238 3 1 y & Delay.” Al

and they prefented to the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, ‘ an Order forthwi
together with their Account, a Lift of refiduc Bills and  his Account and
Demands, the Payment of which had been claimed of y inftead of being
them, and remained to be liquidated, amounting, exclu- ). own Hands. Re
five of Expences, &c: to L6120 gs. 54. But no farther ld’dw\’ouchm,
Sum was iffued to them for that Purpofe. [P 63. N.289 " mitted t> the Aw
to 300.] i Upon Infpe&t
DesBarres, having in vain fupplicated for s Trial o |, Number of Quer
the Accufations alleged to have been exhibited agaiat him, | fuch of the Vouc
and fuffering inexpreflible Oppreffion from their unmerited ’ accordingly. Th
Operation, addrefled, in September1 791, a Requifition tothe | General of the P
then Secretary of State, demanding, his Right as a Britih | * 7o Licatenant
Subje&t and a Britith accufed Officer—to know his Accafa- | * February 1783,
tions, his Accufers, and to have a Trial. Mr. Dundas, in T ¢ suditing the P
Anfwer, was pleafed to fignify, that *“ when he was appointed , * €2an0t make a
%« to his Situation, Lord Grenville had put into his Handsa = * the Vouchers {
« Letter which his Lordthip had received from him [Des * * the Court of I
% Barres] on that Subje®, and another, tranfmitted to his ' * proceed when
o« Lordthip by the Duke of Richmond—ehat, upon in- b “advifed, to ob
¢ quiring into the State of the Bufinels, he found that, @  *“ the Court of E;
* far back as the 16¢b of September 1785, and the 218 of | *farnith to this B
o Pebruary 1789, Official Letters had been written tothe | * Accosat, or wo
« Lords of His Majefly’s Treafury refpeQing the As- ' “#ity of the Cou
* counts—that while the Bufinefs was in that Seate, it was . * Which you clain
o impoffible for him 0 refome the Confideration of gay = *ekreyed, &e.”
« Part of it, and that he would tranfmit the Letter hebod 7 Motionin the Co
« juk received 10 the Taeafary, in order to warrans oahis * SRale was obeaine
« [DesBarres] Part s Proffaré for s fpeedy Decifign? ¢ SWOfcial Treu(y,
[P 66. N 3010 304, 307, 308} c | e was immedia

He wis now told at the Treafary, that * the Ass | Whtwpon they ¢
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| Sum of 10,000, ( #* counts with the Vouchers, which Two Years ago
mount ) *had been examined by Mr. Steele, would be fent
£7371 16 13 | # o the Commiffioners for auditing the Public Accounts
otefls, * with Direftions for proceeding to fettle the fame without
23828 3 1 y @ Delay.” A Month had elapfed when DeaBarres received
Majefty’s Treafury, ‘ an Order forthwith to lay before the faid Commiffioners
F refidue Bills and o his Account and Vouchers, which implied, that, the fame,
| been claimed of y iaftead of being in the Hands of the Treafury, were in his
amounting, exclu- ). own Hands. Remonftrances thereupon. At laft, a Part
4. But no farther l of the Vouchers, being found in the Treafury, were trani-
oe. [P63. N.28g " mitted to the Auditor’s Office.
~ Upon Infpe@ion thereof, the Commifioners dire@ted a
ted for s Trial o | Number of Queries to him—demanding the Produ®ion of
ibited agaiak him, r fach of the Vouchers as were mifling, which, he anfwered
»m their unmerited l accordingly. Thereupon, he received, from the Infpe&tor
nReqniﬁdonolh i Genenal of the Public Accounts, the fo"owing Letter, viz:
' Right as a Britith | * o Lientenant Governer DesBarves, Somerfet Place, 2d
» know his Accafa- | * February 1782. I am directed. by the Commiffioners for
Mr. Dundas, in +  suditing the Public Accounts, t inform you, that, they
'a he was appointed , * €aanot make allowance in your Account for any Sum,
ot into his Handsa = ** the Vouchers for whigh are loft, without an Order from
ed from him [Des b * the Court of Exchequer, and, that therefore you may
tranfmitted to his ' “ proceed when and in fuch Manner as you may be
b—that, upon in- b “advifed, to obuain fuch an Order by Application to
be found that, @  * the Court of Exchequer, it being your Duty, cither to
6, and the 218 of |. *farnith 10 this Board Vouchers for each Article of your
een written tothy | *.Accosat, or w0 enable the Commiffioners by the Autho-
{peQing the As- ' “#ity of the Court of Exchoquer to make the allowance
hat Seate, it we . *“which you claim, in Cafe of your Vouchers being loft or
ufiderasion of say i “-“'”‘. &e.” “ J.WiccrLesworTn.”
the Levter hellad T Motionia the Court of Exchequer being accordingly made,
to warrans aalis * SRale was obeained (apon the declaration of the Keeper of
peedy Decifigp.” m'l‘mfory Papers) in Hiliary Term 1792, and the
A e v imemediately intimated to the faid CommiTioners.
that * the Ao | M they directed farther Queries, refpelting the

|




[ 28 ]
Authority and Official Formality of the Expenditure, Ac-
count, and Vouchers. [P 68, N 305, 308, 309, 310, 312,
to 314).

Hopes had now been given of a fpeedy Determination, !

and DesBarres flattered himfelf with the Profpect of being
at Liberty to repair to America in the Spring ; as well,
with the View of rcftoring the Colony, which by finifter
Proceedings had fallen into Decline ; as of recovering what
he might of his Property, feized and laid wafte by the
Public Creditors.

However the Anditors were pleafed again to iffue a |

great Number of Qucrics—feveral, of which, were evi-
dently the mere Offspring of Calumny, and othis totally

irrelevant. Perplexity, and vexatious Delays, creged there-

by. [P 71. N 311, 315 to 325].

The Secretary of State had declared that no Complaint
whatever exifted in his Office againft DesBarres—The Au-
ditors, after the moft minute and fri@ Scrutiny, had alfo
emphatically affured him, that, they entcrtained no fort of

Doubt of the Re&titude of the Account, or of his Condu&;

yet, the Proceedings did not feem calculated to accelerate
the Period of Juftice. Refult of Remonftrances thereupon.
[P 74- N 325 0 328, 33010 332],

Upon Receipt of the following Letter, from the In-
fpetor General of the Public Accounts, viz: * 7o Lies-
«* tenant Governor DesBarres. Somerfet Place 1ft Feb. 1793,
“¢ The Commiffioners for auditing the Public Accounts, ha.
“¢ ving this Day figned a State of your Account as Lieute-
*“ mant Governor of Cape Breton, from the 19th November

““ 1784, to the 13th of O&ober 1787, with a Balance of

* the Sum of £2213 18+, 414, including certain Difallow-
*“ ances by way of Surcharges, particularly mentioned in the
“‘annexed Lit. I am direéted to give you Notice, that, the'
*¢ faid State will be forthwith laid before the Lords Comadift
* fioners of His Majefty’s Treafury, to the End, thae, i
f you hould fec good cufe to fubmit, to their Lordthiphs’
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#¢ Confideration, any Obfervations relative to the faid Ac-
* count, you may lofe no Time in fo doing. &c:
“J]. WicoLEsworRTH.”

_ he accordingly fubmitted his Obfervations, and, having

conftantly attended, he was, in Auguft 1703, interrogated
at the Treafury refpe@ing fome of the furcharged Articles,
the Propriety of which was, upon Reconfideration, acknow-
ledged. The proportional Juftice, which muft have enfued,
if the Treafury Board had condefcended to extend it's Re-
view and weigh the farther Ubfervations in the like man-
ner fubmitted with refpet to the refidue Articles fimiliarly
reported by the Auditors, remains at this Day to be accoma
plihed. Reciterated Remonftrances. A State of refidue Ar-

. ticles of Claim—Pretexts of Surcharge allecdged—and Ob-

fervations which have not been confidered. [P 74. N 326,
329, 333 to 339].

. Inftead of the expelted Refult, the following Letter
from the Infpector General of the Public Accounts. was
received viz : “ Somerfer Place 16th. Fanuary 1794. 1am
“directed by the Commiffioners for auditing the Public
* Accounts to acquaint you that your Account as Lieute-
‘' mant Governor of Cape Breton from the 1gth. November 1784

| *“#to the 13th. October 1787, was this Day declared by the

“ Chancellor of His Majefty’s Exchequer, witha Balance

© Y duetoyou from the Public, of the Snm of £.3758 15 6}

“ It may be proper to apprize you that the faid Account
“cannot be finally fettled until it is lodged in the Pipe
“ Office, where the Quictus muft be made out, it will
* therefore be neceflary for you to lofe no Time in apply-

. “iagat the Treafury and at the Exchequer Offices to dif-

“charge the Fees, which haye been allowed in your Ac-

» &c: “). WiccLaswortu.”

' :m for paffing it througo thofe Offices, for, 'till that
+ *ia done, you may fill remain fubject to the Exchequer
Procefs '

-
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As the Retitude of the Accounts periodically tranf.
witted, had been difpated and hatty Meafures had beea
€founded thereon and purfued; Under thefe Circumftances,
DesBarres refolved to poftpons adducing his farther Claims,
watil & previous Decifion on thefe and all Matters, involv.
ing the faperior Confideration of his injured Honoar,
@iould take place. After a tedious Courfe of Scrutiny and
the Difevewal of the injurious Pretexts, he fubmitted to
¢he Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury a general Statement of
Avrears of Dilburfements, incurred in the Prefecation of
Bis Duty, from 1763 to 1784, and, fince that Period, in
carrying on the Settlement of His Majety’s Coloay of Caps
Breton, together with particular Accounts [sccompanied
with elucidatory Details, Plans and Deferiptions of Settle-
ments eftablithed, and, neceffary Pablic Baildings erected
byhisblmhtheﬁdColony]fpedfyh;ch
Jdnlmmldcnhnn Objects of the Publi
Service in the Execution of which the fame had been ia-
carred, and he fubjoined thereto an Eftimate of Loffes fuf:

ﬂ'.'.d,bybwéhrp. Seizares snd Devaftations of 'Pro..

perty, Interets, &c: [P 81. N 341, 343, 344 t0 353.]

. DesBarres’ Cafe was now confefsd to be extremely

Bard, and, thet, ““its peculiar Natyre and Circamftances
* required & Liberality of Inveftigation and Confideration,”
butit was at the fame Time, ** acknowledged cthat the

* Board of Treafary kad in itfelf no difretionary Powers

o for redsefing it,”—and that * it was the exlufive Pro-
« vikce of Hiis Majefly's Secretary of State, iy all extn-
« ondinary Cafes %o which the Oficial Rules and Form
* were foend to be isapplicable, to recommend the Inter-
« pofition of :iquity.” The Difcalty sow was, how'
whh—ydhnﬂoldhflhw
b Joug funding, and 0o report chareen, fo a6 00
b ‘thé Tttty o follow, in ic's Proceedings, the
e of Bguisy acending to the Maesias of the o
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. | DesBayres was advifed to move for the Secretary of State’s
k, Oficial Letter, in order that in the mean time the Arrears
of his Salary might be paid to him. Accordingly, he ad-
drefled (in January 1795) a Memorial to the Duke of
Portland for that Purpofe—and, fubfequently, repeated
bis Application in another Memorial, explaining therein
the Grounds of his Claim thereto, and praying to be per-
mitted to apply his Abilities to the Service of His King and
. Country. Not receiving any Anfwer for a long Time, he -
" fabmitted for the Conderation of His Gracious So-
vereign a brief Statement of his Cafe, and entreated
| that His Majefty’s Secretary of State might be pleafed
| © lay the fame before His Majefty. Thereupon he
{| ws honoured with the following Letter, viz. “ 7b
'\ Colonel DesBarres,”——t Whitehall 4th June 1795. In
. ® Anfwer to your Memorial praying that the Asrears
®of Salary, which you flate to be due to you, as Licu-
* teaant Governor of Cape Breton, may be paid to you,
*1 am to acquaint you, that His Majefty haviog been
®pleated by a Commifion bearing Dote the 36¢b Day of Fe-
éruary 1787, o appoint Willlam Macarmick, Efquire,
“% be Licutenant Governor of that Ifland, the Salary of
* Licutewant Governor thereof has, in the ufual Manver,
“Lb-;.u-m» him frog that Pesiod. I fhould
- ®have been glad, if your Memorial had been on a Sab-
“ admitting & more fatisfactary Anfwer, &c:

P 8g. N 354 to 358, 360.] . “ Poarranp.?
. Upam Receipt of this Inteltigence, inconkifient with the
h of all precseding Oficial Informations, Declars-

{
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Pricecdings bowever formal and folemn, and even to récall
Appointments paffed under His Royal Seal and Sign Maxual,
upon difcovering their Inconfiftency with His Royal
Juftice or Hamanity, left no Doubt, that, when ‘His Ma.
jefty’s Attention fhould be moved, the injurious Points
of his unexampled Cafe would of courfe be rectified. [P 8y
N 359, 361, 363 to 366),

An Umbrage in the mean time arofe from a Cir
cumftance which took place—Sir William Dolben, whe,
on Information of Matters, had, from humane and gener-
ous Motives and from a Regard to the Honour of Gd

vernment and of the Nacional Interefts, frequently orged, |

to the Miniflry, the Neceffity of taking up the Cons

fideration of the deplorable State of His Majefty’s Co. |

Joiy of Cape Breton, and of inveftigating the Caufes
of the extreme Opprefion under which DesBarres 1a-
_boured — fiading his Applications unavailing, at Wt}
bad pledged bimfelf in Parliament 10 move for a ge-
neral loquiry therein. The Motion, being brought on}
was oppofed by the Chancellor of His Majelty’s Exched
quer—he faid that, “ all the juk Claims of DesBarre
“ were nearly fatiefied,” and, in fapport of his Affersion;
read 3 Report from the CommifSoners for auditing the
Public Accounts, which flated, that ** Des Barres Ac-
*¢ counts were unvouched and unattefled : fo much fo, as
* to warrant 4 Sufpicion that a greater Demand was made
“ by him, than'be was intitled to: and, paveicalarly fo}
a4 he had broght forward his Accosat for Four Yeary
**during bis- Government, all which “had Been regularly
o fortled, Be ™ it “ hechouglt I wecefflafy'to Stard
® thefe ' Poltv' to' the Houfe,”-ut he was willing to ley
* befbre'ic e Papers reliite 0 i’ Avcodntr ; but, ob-
® 0 1o polag fout' dny farther (ugehy.” DusBarres’
kad declired ou Otk i the Couirt of Edilléquer the Trotk
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eated Declaration had been given by him into the Tiéa:
fury. He recurred to that Office and requefted a Com-
munication of, in ordcr to refute, that injurious Report
and the Affertions founded thercon. The Communica-
tion of it was refufcd to him.

After more than Forty Years arduous Service, with
the Approbation of the higheft Chara&ters Naval and Mi-
litary of the Age, confirmed by the San&ion of his So-
vereign, if DesBarres has not been able to avert the Ma-
lignity of Slander, he was at leaft intitled to the Juftice
of an H:aring, previoufly to being faérificed to the Con-
fpiracy of weak and dcluded Men. He has inceflantly
demanded in vain a Trial to vindicate his Honour to the
World, Thus precluded from public Inveftigation, and
snable longer to (ultain the Anguith of an Idea of Delix.n-
quency in the Service of a Country he had preferred in
the earlieft Period of Life, and which had adopted him
_with tharaleriftic Generofity, he has no Refource but to
#tzte his Cafe, and refpe@fully to fubmit it, for being
judged upon and dealt with according to its Merits.

. PRECIS
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PRECIS of DESBARRES’ CLAIM.

Arrears of Difburfements incurred in

carrying on the Surveys of the Coafts and

Harbours of Nova Scotia, and in prepar-

ing and fupplying Charts for the Public

Service, from 1763 to 1784, [P 3 t0.]

amountingto - - - - - - - . [.8801 16 3
Arrears of Allowances incurred in the

Profecution of his Duty as Licutenant Go-

vernor of Cape B:eton, fince the Year

1784, [P 771083 ] amountingto - - - 5516 18 10!
Arrears of Salary, or equivalent Allow-

ance, amountingto - - - - =~ - -

The Expences accraed, by Law Charges, Seizures
and Devaftation of Property, Damages, Interefts, &c,
and the Sufferings, to which, ia the long Courfe of ar-
duous and unremitting ‘Exertions he has unhappily been
fubje Yed—~together with the Difappointment of Military
Promotion and the acknowledged Utility of his Services,
tre moft humbly fubmitted, for equitable Confid:ration,
Compen/ation, and Remuncration.

FINIS




