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RECAPITULATION

O F

A STATEMENT

SUBMITTED BY

LIEUTENANT COLONEL DESBARRES.

FOR

CONSIDERATION.

Refpedting his Services, from the Year 1755, to the 
prefcnt Time in the Capacity of an Of.cer and Engineer 
during the War of 1756.—The Utility of hi) Surveys and 
Publications of the Coalts and Harbours of North America, 
intituled, The Atlantic Reft une,—and his Proceedings and 
Conduit as Lieutenant Governor of Hit Majefft Colony of 
Cafe Breton.
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„ '•* P. ilt:; ftt . ... X. t't A umber in .7/. ■> s •'/.

^l'.RVICES during the War of 17çf>—D".-B.irre particu­
larly honoured with the Approbation of his Sovereign, 

as well as of" Lord A inherit, General Wolfe, Marquis 
Townflicnd, i.c : [Pi. N i to 13]

ATLANTIC NLPTUXT..
F.xrAcn in 1 '63, under the Direction of the Board of 

Admiralty, to make a Survey and take the Soundings of 
the then unexplored Coa ts and Harbours of Nova Scotia. 
Encouragement held cut : •* to be rewarded i.i a manner 
“ adequate to his Diligence, Ability, and the Value of his 
“ Performance, and promoted in lus Military Profcifion.’* 

Having exerted hi ml elf in this arduous Service until the 
End of 17“3, he returned to England and laid his Per­
formance before the King. His Majefty was pleafed to 
order the fame to be engraved.

Nautical Charts of lèverai other Parts of the American 
Coafts being much wanted for the Operations of War, he 
was, in perfuance of the Royal Commands, farther en­
gaged in the Conftruftion and Completion thereof until 
the Year 1784..

Inftanccs of the Utility of his Labours in the Period 
of the Ptofccution of the Work—It has been productive of



Advantages in the Amount of Millions and will be ufeful, 
fo long ;ii Navigation (hall continue to he an Ohjcd o ^ 
National purfuit. [P 2 N 14 to 18, 20, 21 ]

Preferred a Memorial to His Majelty for Re:mburjcwnt, 
C.r.mpe •/,rtiou, .*nd Re ward-—having all along, in the Pruiccu- 
tion or hi-. D .t\. applied his Rcfources to the Support of the 
Service entrufle 1 to hi-, Care—his Property lying 1 n the Kne- 
my's Frt'ntiers in America having been faeea^eRand plunder­
ed in the mean Time—and, inlteadof ohtainin ; the promiled 
Advancement," feeling himfclf tinder a Preclufion even of 
that Promotion which otl.erwife he could not have failed 
to obtain. He humbly fabmitted therewith a Statement 
of hi., Services, to which General Prévoit was pleafvd to 
add the foil)-, ing Declaration, viz. “ Having read the 
“ foregoing Statement, with the Papers accompanying it,
** and, upon the Requifition of Major Dc.Iiurres of my , 
“ Opinion, 1 readily declare that his A (Tenions therein 

refpeiting his Services, which might with propriety 
** have been enlarged on much to his Advantage, appear 
“ tome to be juitly founded, and that, inlteadof his being 
“ employed on extraordinary Services, if he had continued 
•* to do Duty with his Corps, which 1 commanded from 
" the Beginning to the End of the War of 1756, or if he * 
«* had remained attache 1 to that particular Army of which '
** his Corps compofed a Part, there is no Doubt, but ht 
“muft hait been a Lieutenant Colonel in the Year 1775,
*« when the late Lieutenant Colonel Fuzer obtained that 
“ Appointment, who w as his Junior in the Regiment, and 
“ w ho, without the fmallelt With or Intention to difparagc 
“ the One or flatter the Other, was not more the Inferior 
“ in Rank of Mr. Des Barres than he was in Talents and 
“ Science, both natural and acquired,
«* Barnet, \Jl May, 1784.” “ A. Prévost, M.G.'*

The Advances incurred in carrying on the Survey of the *■ 
Coafts and Harbours of Nova Scotia, for defraying, the 
Bxpcncc of furveying and agronomical Inftrumcnu and t
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Implements, Alîill.t. . . Pilots, (. id , 1. ; ’■ i ing Prnvi-
lion an 1 Nici fin ie !. 1. ÎI) h.. • ’ ■■ 1 ■ c !• 1 .11 .. ovci ■. . 1 » ' <?
ot Boats in the t)pera.i m. 1 t.i ii •; ill' S'.l V :uiki
Soundings, Lc : had a.noun1ted to tu 1 1 of 1/3»
to............................... • L 45 ~ 3 2

and for the like C >*itin r vici • • . ror \-il i ' • i 9
Draftsmen, Station , 1 y Y • .tie at d li.ipf, *
Ac: employed in the C nirf • of co'iilri: M ing
Nautical Charts, A.c. under the O.ders >1 the 
Trenlury until the Year 178 f, to 5175 0 o

1 he Ex pence for engraving 237 Plates 
(as appears from Infpeftivn of ti e Atl. tic 
hi'l'tunt) at the Price llipul.it'd by Gove; 11- 
nicnt ot 3 3 Guineas for each Plate, amounted

10................................................................•) HI 15 0
f and for the printing of lmpreiïions for the

Supply of the Public Service........................ 1771 o o

21072 16 2
Received [in Part] for Contingencies in­

curred in the Profecution of the Sun t y of the 
Coalts and Harbours, Sec: . Z1Û6 5 6

„ and of the Expence forengraving
the Plates of the Work [by Grants 
of Parliament in 1775, 1777,
1778»*779»1780]the net Sum of 8183 18 8

---------------  8355 4 2

£12717 14 o
His Majefty having been pleafed to refer the Lid Memo*

' rial to a Committee of the Lords of Privy Council, and their 
Lordlhips having requefted the Opinion of tl-.e Lords Com-' 
milBoners of the Admiralty thereupon, the faid Lords Com-

• miflioners advifed the Sum of £3915 17s. 8</. to be paid

* Contingencies, incurred in the Profecution of the >ur- 

1 vey the Coafts and Harbours of Nova Scotia [which had 
( ken tvried on, from 1763 to the End of 1773, under
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their own immediate Direction] bat, with refpeft to the 
fubfequent Expence incurred in the Conrfe of con ft ruling 
Nautical Charts of other Parts of the American Coafts and 
Harbours [until the Year 1784] as the fame had been un- 
dertaken in purfuance of His Majefty’s Royal Order to the 
Treafury, their Lordfliips were of Opinion that the Con- 
federation thereof did ndt belong to their Department. 
Whereupon, the Lords of the Committee, after Hating 
in their Report to His Majefty the Sum propofed to be 
paid for Contingencies during the Period of the Sur­
vey of the Coafts and Harbours of Nova Scotia, were
pleafed to exprefs themfelves as follows : viz.------" It only
« remains for this Committee to ftate to your Majefty, 
«« ay! humbly to fubmit to your Majefty’s Gracious Con- 
.« f,deration the Recommendation in Favour of the Memo­
ir rialift, contained in the Report of the Lords Commif- 
«* fioners of the Admiralty upon that Part of the Memo- 
u rialift’s Cafe, which relates to Compenfation for his 
•« Loflcs and Reward for his Services, viz.

« With refpeft to the Loflcs which the Mcmorialift 
u may have fuftained in Rank and Emolument in his Pro- 
«« feffion of a Soldier, and his Private Fortune, by de- 
«« voting f0 many Years of his Life to the Execution 
'• of an arduous and difficult Work which muft be pro- 
„ duétive of great Benefit and Utility, not only to Your 
• Majefty*» Service, but to the Public in general, We are 
*• not competent to form a Judgment of the Nature of thefe 
«, Loffcs fufficient for us to etimate die Amount thereof, 

• *' or to propofe (did it belong to us fo to do) an equivalent
•• Compenfation; But we are nevertheleû of Opinion, that 
«« dm Memorialift maybe deferving of fomc Mark of Your 
« Majefty’» Favour, as a farther Reward for his Zeal, 
•« Activity, and Ability, in profccuting end completing 
u ^ ahovementioned ufeful Work, &C."
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Arrears.................................................£12717 *4 o

Received, in January 1784, upon His Ma-
jetiy's Order in Council............................ 391 ç 17 8

Balance [exclufive of Lofs by Intcreds paid
on the Advance of Money]......................£8801 16 4

It will appear [P 5. N 26.] upon Comparifon of the 
Reimbursement claimed by DesBarres for Advances incurred 
in the Profecution of the abovementioned Surveys and in 
preparing Charts for the Public Exigency, with the Sums 
actually paid by the Public in the fame Period of Time for 
Services of a fimilar Nature [the Land Surveys in America 
of MedVs. Holland and Debrahm, and for the Purpofe of 
their preparing the fame for Publication] that, the Public 
had regularly paid in advance every Tear the average Sum 
of £1089 Mr. id. for defraying the Contingencies of 
the Service carried on by the latter ; whereas DesBarres, 
who had engaged in die Profecution of a fimilar Service, 
far more difficult, laborious, extenfive, _ and beneficial, 
Implicitly trading to be honourably recompenfed in the 
End as well as reimburfed, claimed no more than his abfo- 
lute and evident Dilburfements—the average annual Amount 
of which was £469 7s. <)d. [P 3. N 19, 11 to zf>.]

NAVIGATION and COMMERCE. Sec:

Eail Howe had in Contemplation to inditute an Office, 
[and to honour DesBarres with the Direction thereof] for 
the Benefit of Navigation and Commerce, productive alfo 
in Times of War of peculiar Advantages in facilitating the 
Execution of Defigniof Entcrprife, edimating and regulat­
ing the Forces and Expenditures requifite, obviating Diffi­
culties, ascertaining the Permanency of acquired Succefs, 

, [P6. N 27. P84. N 350, 353.]
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C \iv i.R., i’ON.
P F. « so k s w' ir' i> . t .It •. Wwarr of colonifing Cape 

Brrt.M— i c• t.:-- i , o N.xnmmndition to the
I,n\ ’! *i|i | ùi h.. i.i: d '!>.• - : ..I Others in deftitutc Cir-
curi.t .!-• ir t v l 'i 1 .» triicin War, [rarticu-
la. lv » • 'V. r- .. .0 v a of Nantucket, \c, who 
pm:-: I.-1 c i u.iui.i ; i.t \ !. ,i u ;u HE Majv lyj ns well 
as in thv '.if a of io .'.;r to ( ircal liiiîûn the Benefits 
w be'. France foir ' N’v.ov I from in 11 lfiand—in the 
Empl >y • c :. t o* ;! , \v I hrv .ur.drv 1 X elle I s, Fifteen
hu.drci Su:t! Of; . tv-.! four:.cen th...... nd Men, in it’s
Fi.hcrivs, piod c:!ic near” i i.iK a Million Sterling per 
Annu i—capable of l.vii..- givatly enhanced in tlie more 
energy ic It ., cL of Brit.ms.

Situation end ptcudar A : vantages of Cape Breton—• 
the n.tirai Place of Arm< for the I'rr-tetf ion of llis Ma- 
jelly s tr nfatlantic Domirvun-, the fitted Emporium for 
Commerce in North America between Créât Britain, the 
Weft Indie?, tlie Gulph and River of St. Lav rcr.ce and the 
imr'cnfe Countiivs iu the Rear of the Ameiicau States. 
[P 6, N 28, 30.]

Des3 .rrcsap-H inted l-irutv tart Governor and Comman­
der in C lief of Cap • Breton and it D pendencies. Sailed 
from England iu October and arrived at the Infant Colony, 
in December 17S4. E r cried every means in hie Power to 
forward the Objeds of his Midi n. Faithfully reported 
the State and Cireur Hauers of Affairs. Submitted a Rule 
of proceeding to be obferved until he fhould receive farther 
Directions. Tranfntitted Accounts of the Expenditures in­
curred, with an Lftimate of what appeared neceffary to 
he incurred. The Bi!!< drawn by him, on Account thereof, 
accordingly paid at the Treafury. The tranfmitted Ac­
counts, received by the Public Offices and no Objections 
whatever fignilied thereto. The Agent, upon official Com­
munications, adviled to purfue the Method DesBarres had 
adopted, as being ■egular and proper. [P 6. N 29,31, 
P 8. N 37 to 46, 48 to 51. J
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Advice of the Colonial Council “ to procure Provlfioni 
»f for the exillii.g Exigency, and to draw Bills for the 
«« Amount on the Trcafury.'* [ P 9. N 47.]

A coniiderabl ? Body of Whalers and Fid ermen propofe 
to emigrate from Nantucket, Martha's Vin« Vard, Rhode 
Ifiand, &c : witn their Families and Property to Cape 
Breton. Proceedings thereon. Caufus of Perplexity. [P 10 
N 52, 54, $5.]

Progrcls—between Three and Four thoufand People had 
been fettled in the Infant Colony—it’s Exports, for 1785, 
through the Cuftomhoufe, of the Proceeds of Jnduitry, in 
cured Fiih, 8tc, exceed ^.40,000 in V'aluc [P to, N 53, 
$6.]

OCCURRENCES.
Sources of Perpkxity.—Whatever might hare induced the Governor of 

Nor* Scotia, to rtkgn any Part of his Duty to the Commanding Office* 
of the Troops at Halifax, the peculiar Circuriftances of the lniant Colony 
did not allow the Imitation of fuih an Example, if eren DcaBarrcs hid 
been 6> inclined. [P 11, N 57.] While i'ruviiions to above 30,000 Peo­
ple were iffued in the Diftritt of Halifax alone, Cape Breton not only 
laboured under a flngular Picciufion of a fimilar Aid ; but alfo the 
Exertions ufed for the Preferratiun of the Lires of it’s Colonifts were by 
clandeftiae Means endeavoured to be fruftrated. [P 11. N $8, 59.] Per­
plexities. Proceedings thereupon. Rcfu't. [P 11, N. 60, 61, 63, 66, 
68, 69.] The Provuft Maniai is acculed, and Colonel Y'.rke’s Ac­
tuation proved to be unfounded. [P IS, N 61, 64, 6$, 67.] Pro- 
teediogs, by the Chief Jultice, againlt Perfuns concen.-d in Aâs of 
Violent Oypohtion to the Legal Au honty. [P. 14, N. 70, 71.] Advice of 
the Cnlonial Council. Colonel Yorke engages to nTuc 40,000 Rations of 
PioviiÎMs for the Support of the inhabitants—about $000 were received 
in Part—the Refidue was to be called for as wanted. [P ij, N71, 

74» 7l.]
!■ the menu Tune, the Brigantine Amelin, haling Provifion* on Board, 

■H*1** at Sidney in December 178$.—Her Matter John (Drummond) 
ao^ ^percugu (James Angel), being called before the Council, de- 
eliMd * Oath the Cuturnttaocn of the Vtiicl and Cargo. Refoluüee.

B
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Clandeftine Proceedings of Diiminn.nd and Angel. They fdfif) t' eW J* inî#bout 100Milesdiftanta 
Declarations on Oatli, &c. Farther Rcfolutions. [I* it. N 74 to 77, 79, I lhen covered with Seven Fc<

10 94 ] T Sli'.es, &c : were difpitchcd
The Provi fions in the Amelia fulfilled the Colony until the middle V a *li"y c >uli , airy for ini 

of February 1786. Application being made for the Rclidue of t be 40,000 j fruilnte thole Exertions 
Rations, Colonel Yurke refufed to comply with hi* Lngagement. Hit ^ jniiin{cs „f the Attorney C 

Pretexts. Prr aution» ufed. [P i5, N 98 to 105. | ^ j
The Colonial Council advife a Clu eery Writ to b ■ iiTued for rn. 

teiing rlie Store to obtain the B. ’ancc of the 40,000 Rjt'.m . The 
Lxcuition of the Writ dcl.'yc.l in order to expoil.ilate \vi h Co- f 

lonel Yorke, who appears determined to i.j.p.ife the Legal Authority 
by Force. [P ly, N 106 to 113 ] Precaution. [Pii. N 114] lire 
Riot Act is pt iclai.ncu, and ^in the Fxccntion of tire Win, on the id 
March 1786) toe Pevfan, dire !ng on the Spot an armed Cppofitiun 
to the Civil Authority, i taken Ftifor.cr by the Provoit Maiilul , but 
immediately refc.ud. (Pu. N 115, 118 J

1

Colonel Yorke !iaV..ig 1. rtr.c J a Uilpvirtiun with the Troops, fent a

r
■i

Letter faying that, “ He was u:, Hided with Legal Aid by Council aul 
“ therefore wilhed to keep clear of any Infringement on the Conftit.itiun ¥ 
“ fill he could procure proper Advice and Alli.lancc.” [P 21. N n6.J 
The Chief JuAicc and the Atto ney General arc dirctied tr> give their 
Opinions on tire Affair, in order that the fa.r.e be furnilhrd to Colonel 
Yorke. Law t pinions accordingly delivered to Colonel Yorke. [Pu.
N 117, 119, 120, 221.J

The Affair wa now out of He,Barres’ Dcpntment. The Inh .hitanti 
and Magdrates carried the matters bcf.rc the Supreme Court : where ( 
Prcfcntmcnts were made, and the Chief Jufticc ilTned Warrants for appro- l*- 

henuint the Perfons guilty of Refiftar.ee and Hppafition to Legal Autho. 1 
rity. Colonel Yorke, convLted before the J ilFces of Quarter Seflvms, ac- ^ 

cording to the Form, Force, and Effect, of the 15 Article of the AÛ of ' 
Parliament for punching Mutiny and Dcfcit.un and for the better 
Payment of the Army in their Quarters. The C dunifti arc alarmed by 
Gangs with Bludgeons and Fire Arm* ftroling at late Hours in the Night. 
Outrages towards the Officers of Hi* Majcfty’s Revenue in the Execu­
tion of their Duty. [P 22. N 121, 123 to 125, 117.]

The Brigantine Rachael, laden with Flour, bound from Quebec te 
Halifax, had, in the Beginning of the Winter, been driven, by Strcfrof 
Weather into Ariilut Harbour, and was there deta ned in the Ice—The 
Council advlfed that the Provifioni in her be obtained, by Purchafe, Imprcli V 

or any poflible Means, and accordingly the Ciid Provilions were purclufed.

r
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l1' 37* N. 176, 181.]
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inj about too Miles di(tant and the intermediate Country being a thick Foreft 
then coveted with Seven Feet of Snow. One hundred Men. ti -d with Snow 
Siu-i-j, ic : were difp.rtchcd to bring, on Sledges, as mi it ot'tlie Pruvifionx 
a-1 they could . airy for immediate K •lief. I'cilid'ous He igirs, me.litati d 
to fruilnte thole Exertions. Refolui ions and Proceedings in cunfi ^len e, 
Inilanccs of the Attorney Gcneial’s Conduit. [I* 24. N 126, 128 :o 143, 
>45* Mb ]

Oi in itTued and Proceedings direfted by General Campbell, lamcnt- 
ablj prejudicial to the Infant Settlement. Unable by anv Me ns of Re- 
monftraiicv to remove ;n any Decree the fatal lllulion under whuh the 
General had feemed to labour, DesBarrca conceived it to be It's Duty to 
tianfmit to Government the while of the Proceedingtogether with the 
Prayers of the People to 11 is Majefty, and, the (a i / JuJIu; having 
tolrmnly Jr.art,l in the Supieme Court that be c uU n lunger, with 
Effect and Safety to himfelf and to the Jurors and Witnelies, canv « 
the Mnumura ion of 'June in the Cl ony, the Colon! d Council ad vi led 
that he fhotild proceed to England, with the Document, and Pro f of tins 
TranfaCtions which'o.id taken place. [P zft. N 144 147 to 164, 166, 167.)

In June t;?6, the Detachment of the 33d Regiment va relieved, 
by another Detachment of the 42d under the Command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Charles Graham, who (as he faid) was to pint 1- the fame Line of 
C intuit as Colonel Yurkc had d. ne, and lor wMih General Campbell 
h ni given him & ret ü'Jers. I p m the Arrival it I h i tat • I the !• ritier 
Detachment, Lieutenant William Nvf rd, in conlopuni r of having, 
on the ift March prv tcuIiv, expoftula.ed with Voluncl Yuri ou the 
Illegality of oppofing the Civil Authority of Government, was tri I be­
fore a General Court Martial, md Icntenccd to he rohitied Pm. ei ding» 
of the C urt Marti J. Hi. Majefty thought fit not to confirm the Sentem < . 
[P 30. N 165, 168 to 171.3 'ihc Chief Juftivc’» Cluige to the Cund 
Jury. [P 34. N 171.]

RESIGNATIONS akd SUSPENSIONS.

Critical Situation of the Officers of the Military St itl of Cape Breton. 
ln confequence of the Orders illued by General Campbell. 1 hry re fig 11 

their Seats at the Council Bi ard. [P 37. N 173.] Mcftrs. Hurd, l neIc 
and Cuylrr, fufpended, by Advice of the Colon! d Council, fur Milcon- 
d'^* from ailing in their rcfpedUve Official Cap’cit'u: > f Chief Surveyor 
of Lands, Cullcitor of the Cuftoms, and Clerk of the Council) mV il 
His Ma city’s Pleafurt Ihould be known. [P 37• N i"4 tv t^b.J Cum- 
plrx on of the Ait .rney General’* Conduct. Reprobated by the Council. 
I1* 37- N. 176, ,8i.]



Various Objeâseffcntially, affeéting the Profperity of 
the Infant Colony whici,, it was conceived, nitrited and 
required on the Part of Government, an - arlv Confedera­
tion, had been fubmitted, and the Refaits thereupon had 
for a long Time been anxioufly expected, when on the 6th 
of June 1786, a Difpatch from Lord Sydney dated the igth 
April proceeding was nt length received.

From the glaring Mifconceptioni and Miftatements con­
tained in this Difpatch, it was now evident, that the fame fel- 
âûi Source of Hoftility to the MinilterialMeafure of colonif. 
lag Cape Breton, under the baneful Influence of which Gene­
ral Campbell and Colonel Yorke, had unhappily lent them- 
felves and created on the Spot the Perplexities above al­
luded to, was operating alfo on his LordOiip and in the 
Public Offices at Home. [P 42. N 187 to 202.]

Captain Venture [the fitteft Perfon in the Colony] 
had, in Autumn 1785, been fent, in the Government 
Brig St, Peter, to Rhode Ifland, in conference of Pro­
posals from a considerable Number of Loyalifb refpeft- 
ing their Removal to the Infant Colony. At the Pe­
riod of his Departure, the Provisions which remained in 
Store were infafficieat to fupport the Colony even a Angle 
Month, and, having repeatedly been dilâppointed in the 
gxpeâatiom held out of a Supply from England or Hali­
fax, the Prpfpeft from theta Sources had become very 
dubious, DesBarres had therefore given to Mr. Ventures 
Credit for drawing Mils on his Agent in England to the 
Amount of £8oq, to be laid oot in the Purchafe of Provi- 
fions. Captain Venture, by fobfeqnear Informations fiad- 
fng that, no Provifioai were intended to be feat for the 
lefeef of Cape Breton, earned himfclf in the Exigency 
le proewe m Urge a Supply asheeeuti. He engaged and 
loaded, befldes the St. Peter, three Veto» with foil Chew 
get* of Provilons for. the Colony, end, epee Account 
*mef, drew Bilk On the Agent to the Anson* 9f£i6o$,
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The Agent paid / 8 00 (the Amount of the Order of Crt- 
dit, debiting DesBarrei* private Account with the fame]. 

And, addrefled to the Under Secretary of State a 
*' Letter, viz. “ London, 16th January 1786, “Lieutenant 
«■> “ Governor DcsBarres of the ifland of CapcBreton appre- 

“ bending in September laft, that, numerous Loyalifts and 
" Others employed by him in forming a Settlement on that 

1 “ Ifland would be reduced to the greateft Diftrefs for want 
“ of Provifions. Conceiving it his Duty to prevent as much 

. “ as poffiblc the then impending Calamity of Famine,
.. ** which approached very fall, directed Captain Thomas 

” Venture to repair to the Continent of America in quell 
*' of Provifions, and, Mr. Venture, finding that no Supply 
“ was likely to be fent from Nova Scotia, proceeded to 
" Rhode ifland and there purchafed fuch Provifions as he 
** could procure, and put them on Board Four Vcflels, as 
ft will appear by the Four Bills of Lading I have the 

r' ** Honour to endofe, and I beg the Favour of your laying 
** them before Lord Sydney together with a Lift of Bills of 
u Exchange drawn by Mr. Venture upon me for the Pay- 

. •* ment of thofc Provifions ; but, as I am not poflefied of 
M any Fund to enable my discharging thofe Bills, I have to 
N requeft the additional Favour of yonr moving Lord 

, ** Sydney to honour me with Such Diredions, as his Lord» 
*' flaip may think neceflhry on this Occafion.

“ The moft extract liiufry Oppoftion, of the People and 
“'Government of Nova Scotia, t$ Hit Mojefiy't Intention 
** •" forming m Settlement at Cafe Breton it made a Subjeâ 
M lr«t Complaint in various Letters from that Ifland, 
* wbich, I am informed, made it absolutely neceflhry for 
“ Mr. DesBarrei to take the Steps be has done to prevent 
V the «fortunate Inhabitants of the Town of Sydney from 

' w •uviig, Ac. « W. Rousts.”
Upon which be received the following Anfwer, viz : 

f* Traa&ry Chamber 30th. January, 1786.—Having laid
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« before the Lords Commiffioncrs of His Majefty's Trcafury, * 
«« a Letter from Mr. Nepean of the iHth Lift. tranfmitting * 
•• by Direction of Lord Sydney a Letter from you, as Agent j, 
** to Lieut. Gov ernor DesBurrcs of the I (land of Cape Bre- 
" ton, enclofing a Lilt of Bills drawn on you by Mr. Ven- 
*' turc, for Provifions purchafed by Order of the Lieutenant 
" Governor for the Ufe of the Loyaliils and Others em- 
“ ployed in forming a Settlement on that Hland, I am com- 
*• manded by their Lordlhips to acquaint you, that, they 
*' cannot give Dirt.lions for the Acceptance of the faid Bills,
•* as the fame Jhould have been drawn by the Governor, who is * 

alone refponfible for the proper Expenditure of the Money, 4 
“ and belt able to explain to their Lordlhips the Necclfity 
4* of the Service, Si c. T no. Stefle.”

Mr. Venture, [who on his Return in December to the Co- t 
lonv, had been by a violent Snow Storm driven off the Coalt 
of Cape Breton, and in the utmoft Danger of foundering ^ 
under the Preflure of the Ice] having ihaped his Courfe for ", 
England, had arrived at Cowes in the Ifle of V ight. In t 
the Account of. his Expedition, given by him into the Se­
cretary of State’s Office, lie fays, “ the Day before oyr 

Difalter vve parted through the Road of Muitudicu, and ^ 
« we were informed that Governor DesBarrcs and the 
«« Inhabitants were in the greateft Diftrefs for want of Pro- X 
•« viiious, none having arrived from the Time of our Dc- 
« parture. Should the other Three Vcflels milcarry, l ^ 
*< am afraid the Confequcnces w ill not only be diftreffing ; ^ 
»• but fatal.” And, on the Subject of the Loyalilts, pro- 
pofing to refort to the Infant Colony, he rtated “ I eftimate 
•• between Six and Seven hundred Families, the mort of 
** them, very rcfpedtable in Character and of contiderahle 4 
4t Property in that Country, who only wait for my Report , 
** from hence to difpofe of their Edates in that Country 1 

** and repair to Cape Breton this Spring, exclufive of ^ 
" nearly the total of thofc following the Whaling Bufinçfs

“ from Nantucket ;
“ thofc will be folio
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•• from Nantucket ; nor can I entertain a doubt but that 
“ thofv w ill be followed by tho.if:ind>.”

Ju this Conjuncture, an Order was directed to Mr. 
Venture, viz. “ Treafury Chambers, 24th January 1786,
“ 1 ain commanded, by the Lord> Commiflioners of His 
“ M.tjefty’sTreafury, to délire you will lofe no Time to bring 
“ the brig St. Peter and her Cargoc, now off Cowes, into the 
“ River Thames, and that, on your Arrival there, yon will 
“ deliver the fa id Brig and Cargoe to Me firs. Kafhleigh and 
“ Co. of Garlickllill, Merchants, who have their Lordihip’s 
" Direction to receive the fame, Sec. CitORot Rost.”

Mr. Venture obeyed the Order. At the fame Time he 
humbly requerted their Lordtliips would be pleafed to con- 
fider that the faid fpecific Cargoe cf the St. Peter had been 
purchafed for the Relief of the dirt relied Colonirts in Cape 
Breton, and was actually paid for by DesBarres, through 
his Agent, in Virtue of the abovementioned Credit of 
/800.

Refuh : The Bills, which Mr. Venture had drawn in 
exccfs of the Credit of £800, returned under Protell. 
Upon Intelligence thereof in America, and of the Mea- 
fures which had taken place, the greatcfl Conrternation 
prevailed among the Loyalills—fome of whom had already 
difpofed of their landed Property and made the requifitc 
Preparations for their Removal to the Infant Colony—Others 
w ere on the Point of embarking—Seven Veflels were adlually 
loaded with Families waiting only for Wind to fet fail. 
This, together with the Non-payment of the Advances 
incurred by DesBarres for fupporting the Colony, produced 
to the Opponents of the Prolperity of Cape Breton an Af- 
cendancy, as aftoniihing as it was unmerited and prejudicial. 
DesBarres had no Refource left, either for allaying the Cla­
mour of Creditors who had fupplied the Public Service, or 
for procuring farther Means of Exiftencc to the People, but 
ty proceeding to fell away a Part, and execute Mortgager
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for the Refidue of his Property. [P43. N 193 to act, 
P47. N zoç, zog.]

The Colonial Chief Juftice and the Examiner of the 
Public Accounts, difpatched, with Documents of the 
Trinfa&ions which had taken Place, for the purpofe of 
minutely explaining to His Majelly’s Miniiler> the aftual 
State and Circumftances of the Colony and of the Expen­
ditures, and in View of obtaining requilite Support, arrived 
in Lordon in July 1786. They returned to Cape Breton 
in September 1787, without having effetted any of the 
Objects.

The Chief Juftice wrote that ** having remonrtrated on 
*' DtsBarrts* impending Ruin by delaying the Settlement 
** of the Accounts, and on the Salvation of tht Colony by 
** Provifions being fent thither in Time, as the Two mod 
“ preffing Objefts;” he was anfwered, by the Under 
Secretary of State, that “ the Papers were paffing among 
“ the Miniftry for perutal and Confidcration, and that he 
" would have an Hearing."

Upon farther Communications he informed, that “ no 
•* Confideration of the Dillrefs of the People, or to ea- 
" courage their ftaying in, or Others to come to, the Co- 
** looy, would be fuffiricat to procure them Provifions from 
** the Crown—that it fcemed determined to leave the 

- «« Ifiand to its own natural Advantages, to become popu- 
** loos, or not, in the ordinary Coerfc of Events,”

If really it had been the Intention to have eftabli&ed a 
Colony at Cape Bret* without Expence to Government, 
it were much to be regretted that the Propofol fubmitted by 
DesBarres to Lord North in 17S3, had not been adopted — 
pledging himfelf therein to adsrance all the requifite Ex­
pense therefor, and requiring only the merited Protection 
of Gnvrramrat and to be allowed Repayment from the 
future Retenue whieh meft have accrued. Cape Breton, 
hy feeh lieufire, might * this Day have been a confpku-

f
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, Ampk* Support was promifed, and full Reliance was 
placed thereon, particularly in the Article of Provifions to 
Loyalifts, Scc, who might emigrate to the Infant Colony.

In the neighbouring Province of Nova Scotia, Provifions 
were ifluing to above 77jiny thousand People, while not a 
Angle Ration was received from Government for a fimilar 

1 Supply of the like Description of Individuals in Cape Bre­
ton—a Country in a State of Nature and without Re­
source from previous Cultivation. [P 47. N 203, 204, 
206 to 208, 212.]
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The Said Chief Juftice, fubfcquently declared, that 
** fome Ti ne after the Arrival in London of Colonel Yorke 
“ and of Mr. Hurd, being informed that Complaints againlt 
" Governor De>Ba;res were exhibited at the Secretary of 
•* State’s Otlice, he, without lofs of Time, had applied to 
“know, if the Information was founded, and Mr. Nepean 
“ having acknowledged that there were fuch Complaints 
" in the Office, he, then had requeued a Communication of 
11 them, as it was probable, when he Ihould know what the 
** Complaints were, he might be able to give upon the Spot 
•* satisfactory Answers thereto. Whereupon he was replied, 
“ that the Complaints would not he communicated to him ;

but they should he sent to the Governor in order for himfelf 
“ to answer themThey were not fent— It it however 
the invariable Practice of Office fo to do—Juftice alfo 
required it, in the View of enabling immediate Refutation, 
ot df col le fling juftiticative Proofs, on the Spot, in the 
Event of a future Trial. [P 48. N 210, 213 to 214, 221.] 

Extrait of a Letter from faid Chief Juftice, dated Lon­
don ii November, 1786. viz: “ Repeated Reports having 
" been fpread that you were, or would be, fuperfieded, and 
“ Governor Hamilton appointed in your Place, 1 pur- 

V pofely waited on Mr. Nepean and requefted to know the

c
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“ Truth of the Reports. He told me that Governor Ht-4P incurred fince that Per 
“ .n :ton .va: to lnvc the frll vacancy that fell ; but was not in February 1787, ref 
“ appoaitcd in your Place—that Captain Gruvois was to^ and Inter efts on Bills 
" ço oit i i t c Brig Relief to bring you to England, fo „ Public Service, were 
*' t.M i as ne ‘hould be ready for failing. Mr. Nepean far- at. the Rate of £840 pe 
“ th r informed me, that you were not to be fuferfeded on. Holders of theft Bills 

your coming fro:n the Government; but there were' England. [P 49. N 221 
“ Difficulties in pointing out who (hould command in Under thefc Circui 

your Abfcnce—that your Friends thought it for your 19th of July, 1787, S 
own Honour to come Home, as well to fupport the Re- y Sydney in the preceedii 
presentations nude on your Side, as to obviate thofe ^ •« His Majefty, conlta 

" againil you, the Tenour and Subjlanct of -which latter iT " His Servants in the 
" tannotget a Knowledge of ” [P. 49. N 222, 223.] „ •' great Concern, wh<

Extraft from Chief Julticc Gibbon’s Narrative. " The “ him to merit Comm 
Chief Juftice had often folicitcd an Audience of Lord V ** have been purfued 

** Sydney ; but did not obtain that Honour until after Co- “ Civil Officers of the 
lonel Yorke had arrived in England and had been at the ” confiant Difputes « 

" Public Offices, when he was admitted to about an Honrs’ ” place between you a 
*' Audience of his Lordfhip, who put many Queftions to ” which have in coni 
“ him, feemingly pointed to prove a Mifconduft in Lieu- “ many Doubts have 
** tenant Governor DesBarres and the Civil Departmeut “ your Conduft, or, 
** of the Government in Cape Breton, to which he gave ** “ cretion, which neil 
*' Anfwers and fuch Explanations as might prevent a Mif- “ Difpatches, or the 
** conception of Faéls ; but hit Lordjhip appeared afonijhtd " tice, arc fufficicnt t 
*' at the Relation of the Tranfaliens and to conceive them to f " Majcfty has though 
"be incredible: afer -which, be could never obtain the Ho- "His Royal Comm:
** nour of being admitted to his Lordjhip while he Hayed in ** foon as poflible, to
** England.” [P. 48 N. 216, *17.]

Circumftanccs of peculiar Hardlhip reprefented to, and i 
acknowledged in, the Public Offices ; but fuffered to operate 
—a Balance, of the Sum of £7364 7/. id. had been officially 
reported, by the Secretary of State to the Trcafury, to be 
due to DesBarres on Difburfements incurred by him, prt- 
▼hms to the 15th March 1786, for the Support of 
the Iafont Colony, which, befidcs what had beta >.

" which you will 
leaving the If and

Sf •"•til fetch Thu at y 
" jefty may determu 

If Lord Sydney I 
**®ents of the Tran 
hie Information, his 
pitauooi contained



t '9 1

N

f
t Governor Ht-Jr incurred fince that Period, remained unpaid—his Agrnt had, 
i’ll; but was not in February 1787, reprefented that the Charon, Damages 
Gravois was to ^ and Interefts on Bills unliquidated, drawn by him for the 
to England, fo Public Service, were then accumulating a ruinous Expence 

tfr. Nepean far- at the Rate of £84.0 per Annum—ami it was known that the 
be fuperjeded on. Holders of theft Bills intended to arrejl him on his Arrival in 
but there were 1 England. [P 49. N 220, 225, 226.]
d command in Lnder thefe Circumftances, DesBarres received, on the 
;ht it for your 19th of July, 1787, Sundry Difpatches, tranfmitted by Lord 
fupport the Re- f Sydney in the proceeding Month of April, fignit'ying, viz.—
) obviate thofe * “ His Majefty, conllantly inclined to view the londudt of 

•which latter IV " His Servants in the moil favourable Light, always feels 
2» 223«] ** great Concern, when their Proceedings do not appear to
Tative. " The “ him to merit Commendation.”—“From Meaiurcs which 
dience of Lord V “ have been purfued for depriving nearly the whole of the 
until after Co- “ Civil Officers of the I (land of their Employments and the 

had been at the " confiant Difputes and Difagreements which have taken 
ibout an Honrs' " place between you and the Military, and the Complaints 
y Que/lions to ^ " which have in confequcnce been exhibited againlt you, 

►nduél in Lieu- “ many Doubts have been entertained of the Reflitude of 
“ your Condudl, or, at lead, of your Prudence and Dif- 
” cretion, which neither the Reafoning contained in your 
“Difpatches, or the Information given by the Chief Juf- 
“ tice, are fufficicnt to remove 1 Upon thefe Accounts, His 

onceive them tt f “ Majcfty has thought it fit, that I Ihould fignify to you 
obtain the Ho- , " His Royal Commands for your Return to England as 

** foon as poffible, to give an Account of your Proceedings,
" which you will do upon Receipt of this Difpatch, 
” leaving the IJltsui in the Charge of the Senior Councillor, 
“ until fucb Time as you may return thither, or that His Ma- 
** jefty may determine upon naming a Succeffor to you.”

If Lord Sydney had been pleaded to advert to the Do­
cuments of the Tranfaâions in the Colony, tranfmitted for 
hi* Information, his Lotdlhip muft have felt that the 1m- 

V patalions ^ his Difpatch againft DesBarres were
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unfounded—and, a Communication ot tile L" -mp'.ui it<,
alleged to have been exhibited, (of the Lxiruvaguney 
of which it were impoiliblc to have formed an Idea) had 
been refafed to the Chief Juftice and never impa ted to Des 
Barres, it were not natural to have expected, that, “ the 
*' Kcaloning contained in bis Difpatches, or the Informa* 
** tion given by the t !nvt Jullice,” (which i" .appears had 
unfortunately not been honoured with di livable Attm- 
tion) “ would be fu ’icie: t to remove Doubts arbitrâti:y tn- 
•• ter tamed of the Rectitude of his Conduit in confcqucnce 
“ thereof.”

And, in an other Difpatch tranfmitted by the fame 
Conveyance, viz. “ Whitehall, 5th April, 1787,—1 have 
“ received the king’s Commands to acquaint you that Hii 
** Majefty has been pleafed to appoint Lieutenant Colonel 
“ Macarmick to ait as Lieutenant Governor of Cape 
“ Breton during your Abjince: That Officer will very thortly 
“ proceed thither in order to relieve the Perfcn, into whole 
“ Hands the Charge of thfelfland may fall upon your De- 
“ parture from thence, Ac.
“ Lieutenant Governor Dei Barns “ Sydney.”

Lieutenant Colonel Macarmick, arriving at Cape Bre­
ton, in Oétober 1787, Hated the Conditions of his tempo* 
retry Appointment and MilBon. Obfervalions. [P 50. 
N 124, 127 to 234.]

DcsBarres on the 13th of Oâober 1787, embarked for 
Europe. Having, on the 7th of December following,- 
put into the Ifle of Jerfey, and coofidering the Predicament 
of the Bills drawn for the Public Service, and the Caution 
he had received in that refped, he felt the Ncceffity of 
taking Precautions for his pcrfonal Security. The Secre­
tary of Sutc having refilled to grant his Requiiition for 
that purpofe, he concerted Means t* land in fccrccy on the, 
Coaft of England, and, after many Difficulties, reachc4
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Here, it was propofed that “ a Set/I,ment, and Payment 
" of the Balance, of the Account JhtuU immediately take place'* 
in the Object of his perlonal Security, and of enabling him 
to recover what Portion he might of his Property, fequef- 
tered in the Hands of the Public Creditors—that Official 
Ctpiei of the Complaints mould be forthwith furnijhtd to him, 
and an Inqniry in/htuted into hit Proceedings, which would bt 
decided upon without Delay. It was Jolemnly declared that he 
had not been fuperftdtd, having received the Appointment of 
Lieutenant Governor of Cape Breton in Remuneration for 
fpccihc Services of National Utility, and that he was then 
the actual Lieutenant Governor of that If and: That “ an 
Agreement had been made with lieutenant Colonel Macar- 
miclc to that Effect, and he was referred to Lord Sydney's 
Difpatches, as clearly exprctling Mr. Macarmick’s temporary 
Million. [P ça. N 236, 242, 243.]

The Under Secretary of State having obfvrved that ft- 
mirai of the Vouchers (belonging to the Setts tranfmitted and 
received in Duplicates; were miffing and might have beta 
mJLsd or loff in their Progrtjs through the Offices, requeued 
DrsBarres, in the view of accelerating the Settlement of 
the Accounts, to complete one of the Setts, from the Tri­
plicates in his PolTeflion. The Preadoption of Milinfor- 
JMtioni and unfounded Matter, which had perverted the 
Wural Courfe of Official Proceedings rendered the Exami- 
auion of the Accounts, extreme y perplexed ajvt painfully 
Mdtous. [P 53. N 244 11 249.]

DesBarres was fufftring in the mean Time—fecluded in 
* Santiuary, under inceflant Perturbation from the Impa- 
tMnce of the clamourous Creditors- refraining from the 
lettrcourfe of his Friends, until the promifed Inquiry fhould 
move the Stigma of the vague Imputations and Calumny. 
I* was in this gloomy Retirement that he firft discovered the 

Ptoccodings carrying on againll liim—a t abri- 
Ffrgety, formally addrelied to, received and
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afted upon by, Lord Sydney—a Communication of which 
had been rtfu/td to the Colonial Chief Jultice—a Copy 
whereof had been promifed, but had not been tranfmitted 
to him, was put into his Hands by a Gentleman, whom Mr. 
Hurd had requeued to ufe it for a calumnious Furpofe. 
Thereupon, having urged with redoubled Ardour in the 
Secretary of State's Office for the promifed Copies of the 
alleged Complaints— 7bty 'were not to be found! 1 he Under 
Secretary, pointing at a Deflc in the Office, faid •* if he 
•* could tell what Clerk or Meflenger had taken them from 
" thence, he fhould immediately be difmified.” DesBarrca 
obferved that, the fame had been put into Circulation by 
Mr. Hurd for the pall Two Years, and perhaps were at 
that very Inftant circulating. The Under Secretary of State 
pretended that “ it might only be a Copy which Mr. Hurd 
« had received from Colonel Torkt.” Some time after (in 
Anguft 1786) being informed that the faid Mr. Hurd was 
about to leave the Kingdom, DcsBarres, having formally 
moved for his Detention in order to be confronted, was 
verbally anfwered, ** You mult ruin Mr. Hurd, or Mr. 
* Hard muff ruin you.” [P 54. N 25010257).

Mortified at the Treatment and infuperable Delays is 
Lord Sydney's Office, DcsBarres, [in December 1788] ra- 
qoefted of his Lordfltip the Honour of a private Confe­
rence. Upon Expoltulation, Lord Sydney was pleafed to 
erprefs an Intention, after the Settlement of the Accounte 
at the Treafury, of recommending him for “ feme 
•• Mark of tbo Royal Favour"—and his Lordlhip, defiring 
to know what were his Expectations, having appointed 
a certain Day for inveftigating and giving an Opinion os 
the Cafe, he accordingly fubmitted his Claim to Mtparatim 
of Injuries, Payment, and Camftn/atiau. No Inveftigation, not 
Decifioa, took place. [P 54. N 153, 25S, sôoto 262].

A Report on the Account rendered (amounting to 
/19,579 18/. od.) was fent to the Treafury, in February 
1789# [P- 55» N. 259).
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Mr. Hurd (on the sad March 1789) on beingqueftionêd 
in refpeti to the Complaints, which he had in 1786, for­
mally delivered into the Secretary of State's Office under bit 
vwh and ten other Subfcriptions, having cotsftjftd, in the 
prefence of Lord Sydney, of his Lordihip’s Two Under 
Secretaries, and of DesBarres, that “ be could net fupport 
** the Lbarget therein” DesBarres pointed out, among the 
forced Subfcriptions, the Name of a Perfon, who then hap­
pened to be in London and had declared, “ he would fuffer 
** his Hand to be cut off, rather than put it to fuch as 
" abominable Piece of Paper," and propofed to bring him 
before Lord Sydney. His Lordfhip declined to fee him. 
[P 56 N 263 to 266, 269, 270.]

DesBarres affiduous Solicitations at the Treafury had 
been anfwered with general Expreffions of regret at the De­
lays. It was alleged that “ Lord Sydney’s Reports were 
“ fo vague and indecifive that the Office could not poffibly 
•* proceed in the Bufinefs, and that it were abfolutely necef- 
" (ary it ffiould undergo Mr. Pitt’s own thorough Examina- 
* don." DesBarres humbly requefted a Communication of 
thefe Reports, or to be furnilhed with Extrais of the 
Objsdions alleged therein againft his Claim, in order to 
■elute the fame. The Requeft was refufed. [P 56. N 267].

At aa Interview appointed by Lord Sydney on the iff 
•f June 1789, DesBarres, having adverted to the Per­
plexities afcribed at the Treafury to the Reports on the 
Accounts, lamenting the Effcfts of Menions therein, un­
deservingly fanûioned by his Lordfcip’s Official Authority, 
humbly and earneftly moved to his Lordlhip’s Feelings list 
Neceffity of no longer delaying ferioufly to inquire into the 
Alain refpefting His Ma jelly’s Colony of Cape Breton— 
the Adminiftradon of which had unhappily been entruft- 
ed into the Hands of the Authon of the Fabrication 
*™d Forgery impofed on Government, whofe Proceedings, 
hoce his AUence, had been repr dented to his Lordlhip.
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‘Leri Sydney, Is Condition, was pleafed to fay, that;

pn that very Day he would make Inquiries at his Office 
«* and feat to the Treefury about the Bofinefs.” On Dei f 

?«* Banes roqueftiag to be informed when he flioeld attend 
fît a Refait, his Lordfhip replied, that '* he would fend to v 

•« him within Four Days." In thii Intervil, Lord Sydney 
quitted the Office of Secretary of Slate; and did not fend. 4 
£P 56. N «66, «71 to 181,183,184.) X v

The Secretary of the Treafary, in September 178), T 
demanded “ a Lid of the Holders of Bills drawn by Dès *. 
" Barres in the Courfc of carrying on the Public Servicè,
.* together with a Deftription of the feverel Buildings 
•« ercâed in Cape Breton by his Orders, in order that he > 

•*« might irrite to Governor Macarmick agreeably to r 
.«•the Inftrud*»m he had received from Mr. Pitt.”-**- f 
Among the Proceedings which had taken place fince Dfcs 
Barres’ Departure from the Colony, it had been reprdhtt- t 
Wd in the Begming of the Month of Match prtcecdiig »
His M^edy’s Munder, that, Mr. MaeamUt in Cement- r 
tien wads hi* Councillors (chiefly emptied of thé AothOh ’ 1 
of the abovemonffiontd F abri cad on ami Forgery] hid 
Lined on and plahdercd DesBarres’ Property in Cape Brood.
£P fd. N ayi to 1S4]. The Report, which they «ayhtt* 
returned far Mr. Pitt's Ufc to form Wh Opinion of; and * 
décida on, DeeBnms' Chen, has mt bteaOomjMakaWti

-en him 'But frown general View Of the oUrcyrHfcd PHL >" 
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Lniw.ef Hie Majedy’s Colony, at weflntof Pttffiants,k^ 
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a Scrutiny of the Accounts and minutely compared the 
Vouchers with thê refpeftivc Articles of Charge, exprefled 
his Satisfaction thereof, and declared, that, “ he would 
“ report to Mr. Pitt accordingly, and propofc a Sum of 

V " Money to be ifiucd, in the mean time, to allay the Im- 
" patience of the moft clamourous Creditors, until the Ac- 

4 *« counts might be finally liquidated.” [P 61. N 282, 28$ 
v to 288.]
y Accordingly, the Lords of His Majefiy’s Treafury were 
4 plcafed, in December 1789, to place the Sum of £10,000 

in the Hands of Bankers, and to iflue Infi rutilons to them
feveml Buildings 
in order that |e >■ 
k agreeably to r 
Mr. Pitt.”—J- f 
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“ to difeharge fundry Bills, drawn by Lieutenant Go- 
** vernor DesBarrcs in the Courfc of his carrying on the 
•* Public Service in Cape Breton—directing an Allowance 
** to be made to the Holders of the Iÿlls for Noting, Prt- 
** ttfit, and Inttrtjfs, at the Rate of Five per Centum per 
“ Annum, from the Time the Bills were due to the Date 
** of Payment thereof.”
' Some of the Bill Holders, who had early taken Advant­

age of DesBarres* opprefled Situation, and made Seizures, 
far beyond the Amount of their Claims, of his Property 
fa Nora Scotia, were now extremely uuwilling to yield up, 
tat reafooableTerms, the Pofleffion thereof: Hence, vexatious 
Law Alterations enfued, and an Arbitration took place, 
hhkh laâed nearly Two Years. At the Conclufion of it, the 
Arbitrators [Sir William Dolben, Sir Herbert Mackworth, 
he:] thought h incumbent upou them, to Bate to the 
Lends of His Mxjefty Treafufy, that, “ through a long 
*• Infdhgation, the general COnduâ of Lieutenant Go- 
** Verndr Des Barrel, ddring his Adminifi ration of Cape 
" Bretod, lad come before them, and, that it appeared to 
** them that he had exerted himfelf to eftablifh and fupport 
** dm Government Committed to his Charge fa a Manner 
[' deferring Commendation, fcc.”
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The Bankers, by means of the (aid Sum of £10000, 

liquidated Bills and Demands to the Amount
of........................................................£7171 *6 si
having paid for Expences, noting, Pro lefts,
Interefts, accrued............................................1818 j 1
and they prefented to the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury, 
together with their Account, a Lift of refidue Bills and 
Demands, the Payment of which had been claimed of 
them, and remained to be liquidated, amounting, exclu- 
fire of Expences, &c: to £6110 9s. 5d. But no farther 
Sum was iffued to them for that Purpofe. [P 63. N. alp 
to 300.]

DesBarres, having in rain fupplicated for n Trial OO 
the Accufrtioos alleged to hare been exhibited againft him, 
and fuftering inexpreffible Oppreffion from their unmerited 
Operation, addrefTed, in September 1791, a Requi&tioa to the 
then Secretary of State, demanding, hie Right as a Britifh 
SubjeA and a Britifh accofed Officer—to know his Accefik 
dons, hie Accufers, aad to have « Trial. Mr. Dundas, ia 
Anfwer, was pleaded to fignify, that “ when he was appointed 
M to his Situation, Lord Grenville had pet into his Hands a 
w Letter which hi* Lordfhip had received from him [Dee 
•* Barns] on that Subjeâ, aad another, traafmittcd to hi» 
M Lordfhip by the Duke of Richmond that, upon in- 
- quiring into die State of the Bafineû, he (bend that* m 
•* far bade as the 16th of September >786, and the sift of 
•• February 1789, Official Letters had been written to % 
* Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury sdpeûiag the 4ft* 
« counts—that while the Bufinefs was ia that State, it was 
" impoffible for him to refume the Coafiderarion of Say 
“ Part of it, aad that he would tiaafinit the Letter he Md 
•* juft receired to the Tamfary, in order to warrant oohia 
" [DesBanws] Part a Prefiub for a fpeedy Dniff5 
[P 66. N 30180304, 307, 308].
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a* counts with the Vouchen, which Two Years ago 
« had been examined by Mr. Steele, would be Sent 
«« to the Commiffioners for auditing the Public Accounts 
«« with Directions for proceeding to fettle the iiune without
* Delay.” A Month had elapfed when DesBarres received 
sa Order forthwith to lay before the laid Commiffioners 
his Account and Vouchers, which implied, that, the fame, 
iaflead of being in the Hands of the Treafury, were in his 
own Hands. Remonftrances thereupon. At left, a Part 
•f the Vouchen, being found in the Treafury, were trans­
mitted to the Auditor's Office.

Upon Infpe&ion thereof, the Commiffioners direded a 
Number of Uperiea to him—demanding the Production of 
fuch of the Vouchers as were miffing, which, he anfwercd 
accordingly. Thereupon, he received, from the Infpedor 
General of the Public Accounts, the following Letter, viz ; 
" 71 LUatenmnt Govern* Du Barrel, Somerfet Place, ad 
" February 1782. I am directed. by the Commiffioners for 
•* auditing the Public Accounts, to inform you, that, they 
** cannot make allowance in your Account for any Sum, 
** the Vouchers for which are loft, without an Order from
* the Court of Exchequer, and, that therefore you may 
H proceed when and in fuch Manner as you may be 
** advifed, to obtain fuch an Order by Application to 
" the Const of Exchequer, it being your Duty, either to
* Bruit to this Board Vouchers for eacn Article of your
* Account, or to enable the Commiffioners by the Antho-
* iky of the Ceart of Exchequer to make the allowance

w which yon claim, in Calc of your Vouchers being loft or 
"tkhmped, *e.w «• J. Wicclbswobth.”
*Mkak the Court ef Exchequer being accordingly made, 

•Itole was obtained (upon the declaration of the Keeper of 
<MHhml Treafury Papers) in Hiliary T«rm 179a, and the 

was immediately intimated to the faidCommiiuoners. 
they directed farther Queries, reipcttiug the



I =6 ] »

Authority and Official Formality of the Expenditure, Ac- f* Confide 
count, and Vouchers. [I* 68, N 305, 306, 309, 310, 312, ‘‘count,; 
to 314].

Hopes had now been given of a fpeedy Determination, he accord
and DesBarrcs flattered himfclf with the Profpect of being conftantly
at Liberty to repair to America in the Spring ; as well, at the Tr
with the View of rcltoring the Colony, which by finifter the Propr
Proceedings had fallen into Decline ; as of recovering what ledged.
he might of his Property, feized and laid walle by the if the Tri
Public Creditors. view and

However the Auditors were pleafed again to ifliie a , ner fubm 
great Number of Queries—feveral, of which, sferc evi- reported 1
dently the mere Offspring of Calumny, and others totally plilhed.
irrelevant. Perplexity, and vexatious Delays, created there- , ticks of I 
by. [P 71. N 311, 315 to 325]. fervations

The Secretary of State had declared that no Complaint 329, 333 
whatever exiited in his Office again ft DesBarres—The Au- . Inflea
ditors, after the mod minute and Arid Scrutiny, had alfo from the
emphatically allured him, that, they entertained no fort of received y
Doubt of the Reditude of the Account, or of his Conduit ; ' “ directec 
yet, the Proceedings did not feem calculated to accelerate " Accoun
the Period of Juftice. Rcfult of Rcmonflrances thereupon. *\nu»t Go
lp 74- N 326 to 328, 330 to 33a], * to tbo

Upon Receipt of the following Letter, from the In* u Chance
fpedor General of the Public Acconnte, viz : “ 7# Lieu- ' ** due toy 
" tenant Governor On Barres. Somerfet Place ift Feb. 1793. •* It may
'* The Commiffioners for auditing the Public Accounts, ha- “ cannot 
“ ring this Day figned a Sute of your Account as Lieut*- “ Office, 

nant Governor of Cape Breton, from the 19th Novemb* “ therefo 
" *784^ to the 13th of Odober 17I7, with a Balance of "jngat 
“ the Sum of 13 18/. 4\J, including certain Difkllow- “ charge
“ ances by way of Surcharges, particularly mentioned In thS " “«Wntj
“ annexed Lift. I am direded to give you Notice, that, the * ” * done 
“ laid State will be forthwith laid before the Lords Comati* ) " hece(
** fioners of His Majelly’s Treafury, to the End. *at, W 1 fllN 

f* you fbould fee good caufc to fubmit, to their Loolihip1^ *

T
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- of the Expenditure, Ac- M Confide ration, any Obfcrvations relative to the faid Ac-
305, 306, 309, 310, 312, " count, you may lofc no Time in fo doing. Sec:

“ J. Wiggle*worth.’*
a fpeedy Determination, he accordingly fubmitted his Obfcrvations, and, having

with the Profpcct of being conftantly attended, he was, in Auguft 1793, interrogated
in the Spring ; as well, at the Trcafury refpvéting fome of the furchargcd Articles,

Colony, which by finifter the Propriety of which was, upon Reconfidcration, acknow-
ne ; as of recovering what ledged. The proportional Juiticc, which mull have enfued,
:d and laid walte by the if the Treafury Board had condescended to extend it’s Re­

view and weigh the farther Obfcrvations in the like man- 
pleafed again to iflue a . ner fubmitted with rcfpcét to the refidue Articles fimiliarly 

ral, of which, Uere evi- reported by the Auditors, remains at this Day to be accom-
lumny, and others totally plifhed. Reiterated Remonllranccs. A State of refidue Ar-
ious Delays, created there- , titles of Claim—Pretexts of Sureharge alledged—and Ob­

fcrvations which have not been confidered. [P 74. N 326, 
leclared that no Complaint 3*9» 333 to 339].
rainft DesBarres—The Au- . Inflead of the expedled Refult, the following Letter 
1 ftridl Scrutiny, had alfo from the Infpector General of the Public Accounts, was 
they entertained no fort of received viz : " Somtrjtt Place \bth. January 1794. Iam 
ccount, or of his Conduit; _ "directed by the Conuniffioners for auditing the Public
m calculated to accelerate *' Accounts to acquaint you that your Account as Litute-

Remonti ranees thereupon. «1 «ant Governor of Cape Breton from the 19 th. A ovemher 1784 
*]» '* ** ^ 1 yb. <'Jetober 1787, was this Day declared by the
ing Letter, from the Is- “ Chancellor of Hu Majefiy’s Exchequer, with a Balance 
Accounts, viz : “ To Lieu- ‘ " due to you from the Public, of the Sum of £.3758 15 6{. 
nerfet Place ift Feb. 1793. " It may be proper to apprize you that the laid Account
\ the Publk Accounts, ha- "cannot be finally fettled until it is lodged in the Pipe

your Aceount as Lieut»- " Office, where the Quietus muil be made out, it will
, from the 19th November “ therefore be neceflary for you to lofc no Time in apply-

17S7, with a Balance of • ** l*|at the Treafury and at the Exchequer Offices to dif- 
icluding certain Difiillow- “ ^rge the Fees, which have been allowed in your Ac­
etic ularly mentioned In the “ Ç°ont for paffing it througo thofe Offices, for, ’till that 
» give you Notice, that, the' ' “ u ^0BC» you may ftill remain fubject to the Exchequer
1 before the Lords Comlti£ "j ** ^loceû, tec : *• J. Wj com worth.’*
fury, to the End, Àftt, W N 340, 343].
fubmit, to their Locdfhip'r
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Ai (he Reûitude of the Acceants periodically traef. 
•fitted. bed been difputed end hefty hlmfinn hed bue 
#buAd »■<< «urfiied t Under thcfe CiianlucM.
DeiBanw refolved tn poftpooe addwcing hs farther Chiai, 
«edi • previous Decifiou on theft and sH Matters, in voir, 
leg the fuperior Confideration of Ma injured Honour, 
Would take place. After a tedious Conrfe of Scrutiny and 
the Difmvmmml of die injurious Pretexts, he Submitted to 
the Lords of His Majefty’s Treafury a general Statement of 
Ariuars of Difteriemeacs, incurred in the Prosecution of 
Ms Duty, fixas 1763 to 17S4, and, ftnee that Period, in 
«trying on the Settlement of His Majefty’s Colony of Cage 
Bruton, together with particular Accounts [accompanied 
with doddstary Details, Plans and Descriptions of Settle, 
meats eftablUbed, and, neceShry Public Buildings eternal 
by his Direction, in the hid Colony] fpecifying the Artkhr 
of die Expenditure and the relative Objects of the Publo 
Sorvice’ in da Execution of which the Same had been in­
terred, and be fefajosned thereto an Eftimate of Loftfcs fuf. 
shined, by Law Charges, Sebum and Dcraftatkasaf Piu- 
petty, Interdb, Ac: [P It. N 341, 34», 34410 3$3«]

DesBarres* Cafe wae now couMhd to be extremely 
lard, and, that, ** its peculiar Nature and CSrcnaftanoio
* required s Liberality of Inreftigadou and Coufidetado** 
bet it wm at the feme Time, » acknowledged that éê 
« Beard of Truefory had in itielf no dUbrudonmpr Powers 
«• for redreSng it,”—and that " fe was the endnftve Pm. 
M vks of His Myfty*s lacieioty of State, In all extp. 
M ordinary Chics to which Wo Oftknd Eolot and Posai
• man Sound to Bn InappEoable, to recnotnand the Inttr- 
-pnftdonef tfnky* The Dftftkohynow was, how\ 
dig M Imranrynf ftnaotowyMboMaSsaf Matter^ 
Ach lagitnftng, and to -port thwtoa, Sot* to and*.
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Dei Barret wat edrifed to move for the Secretary of State's 
letter, ia order that in the mean time the Arrears 

of hit Salary might be paid to him. Accordingly, he ad- 
dreftd (ia January 1795) a Memorial to the Duke of 
Portland for. that Purpofe—and, fubfequently, repeated 
his Application in another Memorial, explaining therein 
the Grounds of his Claim thereto, and praying to be per* 
pitted to apply his Abilities to the Service of His King and 
Country. Not receiving any Anfwer for a long Time, he 
fobmitted for the Confideradoa of His Gracious So- 
iweign a brief Statement of his Cafe, and entreated 
that His Majefty's Secretary of State might be pleafed 
P lay the lame before His Majefty. Thereupon he 
•as honoured with the following Letter, via. 44 7h 
&bml DuBmrra”----“ Whitehall 4th Jane 1795. ia
* Anfwer to your Memorial praying that the Arrears 
"*f Salary, which yon date to be due to you, as Lica- 
m hmt Governor of Cape Breton, may be paid to yoe. 
PI am to acquaint you, that His Majefty having been 
w pleafed by m Cmmjfit* bmriug Derr tlm aftth Dmj rf Ft- 
mfr~J 17*7. *o appoint William Macamkk, Bfqnire, 
"*• * Lieateaaat Governor of that Iflaad, the Salary of
* HKtiaaat Governor thereof has, ia the afaal Manner, 
H K bean paid to him fro» that Period. I fhould 
"have heea glad, if year Manorial had bate 00 a Sub- 
" jKt, admhtiag a more fhtiafretory Anfwer, Ac:
W h' N114 to $5», 36a] ” Peart aan.P

UpoaVeeiptof this Intelligence, laroafiftsat with the 
ef all praaaadiag OSdal Iafomariesw, Declare- 

teli lid Pacts, he agaia rmeaftrated aai repealed » 
^ ! te ef Parthmd his laftaaces far oAriaUy layiag 
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Prèeetdingt however formai and folemn, and even to recall 
Jftaint mend fajjtd under Hit Royal Seal and Sign Manual[ 

upon difcovering their Incon/iftcncy with Hie Royal 
Juftice or Humanity, left no Doubt, that, when Hie Ma- 1 
jefty'e Attention fhould be moved, the injurions Points > 
of his unexampled Cafe would of conrfe be rectified. [P 87 i 
N 359, 361, 363 to 366],

An Umbrage in the mean time arofe from a Cir> 
cumftaece which took place—-Sir William Dolben, who; 
on Information of Matters, had, from humane and gener­
ous Motives and from a Regard to the Honour of G* f 
vernment and of the'Natiooal Interefts, frequently urged, 
to the MiuiAry, the Neceffity of ulcing up foe Con* 
«deration of the deplorable State of His Majcfty’i Ctf. 
loop of Cape Breton, and of inveftigating the Caufei 
of the entrease Opprefion under which DesBarrcs lal 
bowed—iading hie Applications unavailing, at léliè | 
had pledged himfclf m Parluunent to move for a ge: 
mm! Inquiry therein. 1he Motion, being brought on; 
was oppefed by foe Chancellor of His Mejefty’i Exche- 
qaer—he foid that, «all the juft Claims of DesBanei 
« were nearly frrivfied," and, In fepport of his ABbthm; 
read a Report from the CommiSoaers for audldag foe 
Public Aeeoantf, which Bated, that ** Des Barres Ac- 
** ware unvouched and unatteded : fo much fo, as ji 
“ to warrant o Surdon that a greater Demand was made [ 
"hy him, than he was iatitled to: and, perticalaHy ft* I 
« as he had brtfoght forward Ms Account for Pour Yean 
« during his Govereme*,- Ml which 'had been regularly 
«fettled, Ac- foal «be thought h ieesdiuyto Staid 
• foefc Faflf to foe Houfe,--.« ha Was willing to la/ 
"baforeit foe Papers relatifs to dkr Atcoeuff} hot, db-
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Cited Declaration had been given by him iato the Tréa- 
Ihry. He recurred to that Office and requeued a Com­
munication of, in order to refute, that injurious Report 
and the Aliénions founded there*. The Communica­
tion of it was refufed to him.

After more than Forty Years arduous Service, with 
the Approbation of the higheft Characters Naval and Mi­
litary of the .Age, confirmed by the Sanction of his So­
vereign, if Des Barres has not been able to avert the Ma­
lignity of Slander, he was at lead intitlcd to the Juftice 
of an Hearing, previottfly to being facrificcd to the Con- 
fpiracy of weak and deluded Men. He has ioceflantly 
demanded in vain a Trial to vindicate his Honour to the 
World. Thus precluded from public investigation, and 
Inable longer to fuftain the AuguiQt of an Idea of Delin­
quency in the Service of a Country he had preferred in 
the earlieft Period of Life, and which had adopted hint 
with dheraéteriftic Generality, he has no Refource but to 
Stite hie Cafe* and rcfpeâfolly to febesit it, for being 
judged upon aod dealt with according to its Menu.
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PRECIS of DESBARRES’ CLAIM.

Arrears of Dilburfcments incurred in 
carrying on the Surreys of the Coafts and 
Harbours of Nova Scotia, and in prepar­
ing and fupplying Charts for the Public 
Service, from 1763 to 1)84, [P 3 to 5.] 
amounting to - -- -- -- - £.8801 16 4 

Arrears of Allowances incurred in the 
Profecution of his Duty as Lieutenant Go­
vernor of Cape Breton, fince the Year 
1784, [P 77 to 83 ] amounting to - - - 5516 18 10] 

Arrears of Salary, or equivalent Allow­
ance, amounting to - -- -- --

The Expences accrued, by Law Charges, Seizures 
Bad Devaluation of Property, Damages, Interdis, Sec, 
•id the Sufferings, to which, in the long Courfe of ar­
duous and unremitting Exertions he has unhappily been 
fubjefled—together with the Di&ppointment of Military 
Promotion and the acknowledged Utility of his Services, 
•re moft humbly fubmitted, for equ:table C»nfedcr»utn, 
Cmfa faita, and Rtmuaerautn.

\

FINIS


