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Gatherings.

What we win by prayer, we may wear
with comfort, and must wear with praise,
1 Sam. ii.

Prayer is heatt’s ease to a gracious
soul: the seed of Jacob have often
found it so, being confident that God
will never say unto them, *¢ Seek: ye me
in vain.”

Though God seems long to forget his
people’s burthens, troubles, cares, and
prayers ; yet, he will at length make it
to appear that they are mot out of his

mind.

When anything disturbs us, it is_our
interest, as well as our duty, %o show
God our trouble; and he gives -us leave
to be humbly free with him. 1 Sam.
viii.

It is sin against God, not to pray for
the Israel of God, especially for those of
them that are under our charge: and
good men are afraid of the guilt of omis-
sions. 1 Sam. xii.

Those that have acquaintance and
communion with Christ, must closely
and conscientiously adhere to holy ordi-
nances, must join themselves to his
people, and attend to his ministers.
Solomon’s Song i.

The ordinances of Christ are the
ornaments of the churclr; the graces,
gifts and comforts of the Spirit are the
adorning of every believing soul, and
beautify it : these render it, in the sight
of God, of great price.

The graces of God’s Spirit, in the
Thearts of believers,are exceeding precious
in themselves, and pleasing to Christ;
and his presence in ordinances draws
them out into act and exercise,

God’s people reckon their sacred.

things their most delectable things. Rob
them of holy ordinances and the means
of grace, and you lay waste all their
pledgant things. What have they more?
TIsa. Ixiv.

freedom of speech. Ps. xiii.

God will be served and honoured in
the way that he has appointed, in the
ordinances of his own institution, which
are the proper vehicles foxr those spirit-
ual offerings. Isa. lxvi.

Gospel ordinances are the fields and
valleys where the sheep of Christ shall
go in and out, and find pasture, (John
x. 9,) and where they are made to lie-
down, (Ps. xxiil. 2,) as Israel's herds in
the valley of Achor. (Eos. ii. 15.). Isa.{c
Ixv.

Chureh censures, duly administered,
strike an awe upon men’s consciences ;
the word (the weapons of her warfare)
casts down imaginations, (2 Cor. x. b)
and even an unbeliever is convinced’
and judged by the solemnity of holy
ordinances. (1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25.)
Soloinon’s Song vi.

That which has been preached, and
beard before, may yet very profitably
be preached and heard again ; but then
it should be preached and heard bettex,
and with new affections. What Paul
had said before, he said again, weeping.
Philip. iii. 1, 18.

God’s church on earth is a tabernacle,
which though it may be shifted from
one place to another, shall not be taken.
down while the world stands. For in
every age, Christ will have a seed to
serve him. The promises of the cove-
nant are its stakes, which shall never:be
removed ; and the ordinances and insti-
tutions of the gospel are its cords, which
shall never be broken. Isa. xxxiii.

[

Those that aim fo ruin the church
can never do that; but will infallibly
ruin themselves. Isa. xxxiv.

It is some ease to a troubled. spirit, 1o
give vent to its griefs, especially to give
vent to them at the throme of grace,

~where we are sure to find one who is

3
1
afflicted in the afflictions of his people, |
and'is troubled with a feeling of their
infirmities. Thither we have boldness
of access by faith, and there we have
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COLD WATERS TO THE THIRSTY SOUL.

By tig REy. DUNCAN MACGREGOR, N.A., S1. PsTER’S, DUNDEE,

¢ As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.’’—~PROVERBS XXv. 25,

Water is the most grateful drink when
there is real thirst. It is at once the
most refreshing and the most safe.
-When the traveller in the desert comes
to his encampment at noon, with a
burning sun overbead and the sand as
hot as lava beneath his feet, nothing
will satisfy him but a spring of water.

‘Water is a wonderful creation. The
world needs much of i, and there is a
plentiful supply. The store is kept in
a vast reservoit—the ocean. While laid
up there it is preserved in salt, But as
portions are drawn off for use, the salt
is left behind. It is caught up into the
clouds by evaporation, carried by winds
across the world, and dropped in rain
upon the thirsty earth. An abundant

" supply is distributed to all God’s crea-

tures. .

‘We have much experience in our day
of receiving news from a far country.
There never was so much running to
and fro as,now. The social depression
‘among large classes at home—the dis-
covery of gold fields on the other side
of the globe—the facilities for travelling
which have annihilated space and nar-
rowed the land and seas—have given
such an impulse to e¢migration, that al-
most every family in the land is bound
by tender ties to the antipodes. You
know how refreshing it is to hear good
news from a far country. A wayward
son has sailed and 1.ft his mother dis-
consolate. She thought he was to be
the stay of her declining years, and to
lay her head in the grave. Years pass.
At last a letter comes full of penitence
and love ; distance and hardships have
-softened him. He recalls the solemnity
of a father's advice and the tenderness
of a mother's prayers. He has found

Christ. And he has begun a career of
successful industry. He is doing well.
Ah —the news is like cold water to his
mother’s soul, and, as she presses the
letter to her lips she says, “ This my son
was dead, and is alive *again : he was
lost, and is found.”

Again : Look at the joy with which
wo read of the triumphs of the gospel in
heathen lands. After long years of
waiting the news comes that successful
war is waged against the pagan gods and
all their apominations, that the standard.
of the cross is raised in the heart of
India and China, that the heathen are
casting their idols to the moles and to
the bats. Hinduism is tottering to its
foundations. China has #opened her
gates to the gospel. The tidings from
Madagascar have filled Christendom
with joy and wonder. But lately we
heard of the conversion of the king of
Basutos in South Africa—of a New
Zealand chief devoutly studying the
New Testament—of thirteen young con-
verts at Burnshill in Kaffraria sitting
down at the Lord’s table—of the hearts
of missionaries in Australia being glad-
dened by hearing the sound of praise
and prayer from the huts of the Aborig-
ines—of 2 fresh harvest of souls gathered
in Raratonga—of the Fijians stretching
out their hands to God. 'What precious
first-fruits of that harvest when Christ
¢ shall have dominion from sea to sea, |
and from the river unto the ends of the
earth ; the kings of Tarshish and the
isles shall bring him presents, the kings
of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts?’
These good news from far countries have
been as cold waters to many thirsty
souls. , _

‘We proceed to the main point.

Lo
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The soul is thirsty. The world is
lying beneath the curge, The heavens
are iron and the earth brass. The wells
are dried, and the palm trees faded. The
tree of life does not grow hereaway.
From afar the good news come—the
gospel is preached. Jesus speaks—*‘ Lo
1 come !” and angels sing from heaven's
azure canopy, “ Glory to God in the
highest, on earth peace, good-will: to
men.” Oh, when the soul is thirsty,,
this is good news to satisfy it. This is
the well springing up into everlasting
life. “Ho, every one that thirsteth,
come ye-to the waters I - y

In ‘announcing, the gospel as good.
news from a far country; we feel at a
disadvantage, because men are 80:. ac-
¢ustomed fo hear it that they regard it
as a familiar and oft told fale, ~Well;
concéive the state of the world if thers
were. no gospel. Comceive.the state of
a ginner wifh his conscience awakened,
and no -tidings of a Saviour from thé
‘coming wrath. This is-the true way to
estimate the yalue of the gospel. "What
could man.do in these circumstances: &
guilty conscience -condemning him—a
dark eternity beforehim—an awful God
above him? What could the taperlight
of Reason do tozuide him? He cannot
solve the question, “ How can man be
just with God?” He stands trembling
on the brink of infinitude, but it is all
utter darkness. Even the brow of Plato
grew sad under the infinite vault, filled
indeed with a pale icy radiance, bub
having no sun. The speculations of ail
the sages on this question are bufso
many floating signals of distress to shew

In regard to every news you hear, a
preliminary gquestion arises, L AXS
true? Now in regard to the good news
of the gospel, we say, first, God can-
not lie; and second, They have for
eighteen hundred years been subjected
t0 the mosb searching investigation, and
have .stood: the test. Ithas been said
with a sneer that only women and weak-
minded men embrace the gospel. The
statement is mot true. Some of the:
mightiest minds in every age have
owned ite power—Pascal and Newton,
Butler and Robert Boyle, Paley and
Jonathan. Edwards, Arnold and Chal-
mers, Brewster and Simpson : and men
in eyery clime have found it to be ;ﬁ;e
only rest -for the soul, the only refuge
ifor the.guilty, the only hope for the dy-
'ing,. the only door into the kingdom of
heaven; This. is enough to shew that
the gospel is.true. And ifthe gospel is
true, if is “ tremendougly frue.” | -

. In ordex, fo commend: the gaspel news
if haply they may prove as-.cold waters
o some thirsty soul,. let jne ask you to
consider the SENDER, the DBEARER or
BRIvGER, and the SUBSTANCE of them.

T. The Sender is God.. .

God is love. The greatsalvation “at
the first began to be spoken by the
Lord.” The God whom® you have
offended, in whose hand your hreath is,
whose are all your ways, sends you a
message of peace. Tt is not usual for the
party offended to be the first to make
proposals of peace: but God takes the
initiative here. ‘“His ways are not as
our ways, and his thoughts are not.as

the darkness in which they sank.
i But God has broken silence, From
that far country were angels see him as
he is, he has sent good news to this re-
bellious province of his empire, couched
in terms -of the:most beseeching tender-
sess. And, if we thirst for good mews
from a far country ;. if, especially when
great interests are involved, they are as
cold waters }o a thirsty soul—how- earn-
estly should “we listen to the tidings

our thoughts.” It is not usual for greab
monarchs to bear insults tamely : but
the King of kings-offers at this moment, .
if you lay down your weapons of -rebel-
lion, to pardon your transgressions,. and
cast them into the depths of the sea.
He pities you. He sees that you are
without hope—and blindly hasting on
to doom. He wishes to magnify his
Lgrace in your-salvation, ‘iﬁis‘merpy» is
free, rich, infinite. He says,. “ Why
will ye die?” Be persuaded to hear a

from heaven !

Father's-voice-beseeching 3 ou. . Believe
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in the'fatherhness of. God Satan tries;
to i1l you' with ‘sluyish’ fedr, Guilt]
4 makes cowards of wus all ;" andthus],
Gog' wears+to our.darkened: spmts;an as-
pett .of wrath and’ terror; as the sim;
when séén thiough.a Londdn:fog: Iooks.
fiery red: Believe -the golden - “words
which:have comforted millions; and are|

destined to. cdomfort rmillions more—,

“ God so. loved the world, thathe:gave;
his .dnly begotien Sén, that whosoever

‘beliéheth. in him should notrrpensh but|

have:everlasting life.”

II. The Bearer of the Good News is

Jesus.

If a- visitor from ‘one of the- ohher
planets appeared.among us, with- ¥hat|!
strdnge"curiosity and:impatience should:
we'listen €6 his infornidtion 1! ‘Hete is 4
"message from the 1mmed1ate Presence -of
God. He is the imag‘e;«dfrthe invisible |
God,. the Lord of arigels, the:wonder of
all' heaven: He cime Wwith good news.
from the far .country. Think of the
throne from which He came down ; the
sactifice at which ‘*hé came’; the, depth
of ‘humilistion to which: he stoopeds,
Think of the high credentialshe brings:
‘and'i how -qualified -he is to-declare his|:
message : ““The- Spiritiof the Lord God
isfupon: ane ; because Godﬂlaﬂv anomted
me. to- preach good tidings untor the
meek ; He hathisent me to. bind ap the.
- bréken-hearted, to proclaim, liberfy to;
the ‘captives, and the opening. of ithe
prison, to them that-are bound,” (Isa. 1x1
1).- Think-of his tenderness.in deliver-
ing his megsage ; how he-stands at your
door and knocks, until his.Jead i iswet|
with dew, .and his locks with. the drops
of the night. - Think .of. his lamentations.
over the. reJectors of’ 1t «QJ erusalem
Jerusalem,, how ofben ,would T have
gathered thy children tot’ether as'a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wing,
and ye would nos” Follow him % through
the . suggeshve steps of his mcamatlon

and: obedience’; his atoning deafh and ‘

glonous reéurrectxon hig ascenswn 1o
the Tight hand of power, and his con-
tinual intercession ; and tay whether the

e '.'l'hou dxdst Ie;we thy throng ind thy kmgly cmwu', :
When ‘thou camest to earth for me ;

,But in Bethlchem'’s homo was there found no room

; For’ thy holy: ngtivity.

The foxes found rest and tho birds had ma. st
In’the shade'of'thé cedar tieb ;
But tHy couch was the sod, O thou Son of God,,
he desetts of’ Galil¢<r )

Thou comw, .()Lord wlth the liv word
Th'l'hat’shbul:i'set thy peoplestree ; ing ’

‘But with mocking scorn, and with a crown of t,hom s } »J

TQey bore thee to Calyary

Oh,-comie.to" myt heart Lord Jesus,

,There is room in nay hea.rt for thep ! (i
III The Substirice of the Good
N ews.

i1, The news, of igardon, zs joyful
Some years ago a murderer was lygng in, |
-prisori In the city of G——, waiting for'
executxon His, crime was' attended
with déep ahgravanon) and’ Hiy euilt
clear, Al ‘effoit Wwas ntade to prfmure &
commutatloﬁ of the senﬁence, but- it,

fajled. Thers wasnohope: Eaté ov the

mlaht before the execution, gghen'they
'wete Veginfling to erett-the scaffold, -a
reprieve arrived. In the dead of mght
:the cliief magistrate and. Jone of t}ie
‘shieriffs’ drove to- ‘the prison, ‘and comt:
mumcated the tldmgs The condemnéd
‘otie wept for joy when they showed him
the, royal message; and told him that he
wa$ ‘not to die. Theits “as & “happy-
ertand. , They did not gmdge thelr id-
‘night toll

2. The gospel brmgs news of pdrdon )

Jesus died, and you'neéd not die.  His
Blood cleanses from sin. ' Though youx -
‘sins be' as sbarlet they shall be white "
as snow.” “.All sing shall be forglven
unto” the $ons ¢f méii, ahd Blasphemlesf
wherewith Soever they shall blaspheme.”
« Be it known unto you, men and breth- '
ren, that through this man is preached
unto you the forgiveness of §ins?”  Dear
fellow-sinner, if you. felt the, burden of
‘your guilt, these tidings would be ‘as cold
waters to a thlrsty soul.

3. The news of victory. 45 foyful. To
the soldier engaged in the fightis is as
cold waters to a thu’s%y' soul, Thewvhole
nation 'tejoices, -Chutidns ﬁnng, bells -

RS
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pealing, cities ablaze with illuminatiozs,
speak the gladness that beats in its
mighty heart. The gospel brings news
of victory. The battle is won. Goliath
is fallen. The Lion of the tribe of Judah
has overcome the roaring lion. Sin's
-dominion is broken. Death has lost its
sting, and the grave its victory.
sing unto the Lord d'new song : for He
hath done marvellous things; his right
- hand and his holy arm hath gotten him
. ‘the victory.” - o
i+ The gospel offers health to the dying.
i Your soiul is pining under a deadlier
disease than all bodily diseases pub
together.
His - precious blood and the clean water
of the Sgirit are theremedies he applies.

He has healed the mosb desperate cases.

His gkill has never failed. He hay
never refused to undertake a, case how-
ever pitiful. ' He comes, to you now and,

says, ‘ Wilt thou be made whole I “ Is
there no balm in Gilead? Is there no
physician there? Why then is not the
health of e -daughter of my people
recovered ¢’ : o

The- gospel proclaims Uberty to the
captive, and the opening of the prison
to:them that are bound. Sweet was the
jubileerin Israel when the silver trumpets
sounded. through the land. The slave
was free. The debtor was free. He
who lost his paternal inheritance had. it
restored to him. It was a time of great:
rejoicing—* the acceptable year.” But
more joyful still is the liberty which the

gospel brings. The great trumpet is.

blown. They which wera ready to perish
in, the land of Assyria shall come, and
the outcasts in the land of "Egypt.
“Turn to the stronghold, ye prisoners of
hope.” o

' «Blow e the trumpot blow,
VoL The gladly solemn sound .
Xt 3l the nations kiow,,
"t :"To darth’s remotest bound.:
, Theyear of jubilee.is come :
Rcf.nrgl, yeo ranspmed sinners, home,

, % Ye who have sold for
“Your heritage abovo s
t . .  ‘Shall haveit back unbought, .
The.gift of Jesus’ love :
‘Thé year'of jublige is.come,; - .- . . !
Return, yexapsomed sinners home. -

naught )

......

«Q.

But Jesus is a physician.:

A generous friend gave Rowland Hill
a hundred: pounds to dispense to-a poor
minister. .Mp. Hill; thinking it was.too

pounds:in an envelope, with simply.the
words, ““more to follow.” In a few
days he. sent another letter with five
pounds, and the same ‘mofto, ““more to.
follow.” A day or two, affer came -a
third and a-fourth, and still thé same
promise, “and mors to. - follow.” Till

|the whole sum had been: received,.the:

astonished minister was- made familisx
with the cheering word, “dnd mere to
follow.” o,
Such are the good news from the far
country. Every message announces a
blessing, and every blessing announces
that there is “more to follow.” - ¢ I for-
give you your sius, . and: there's-more to
follow:.” “1. justify' you in the right-
‘eousness of Christ, and there’s more to
follow.” ‘T adopt you into my family
bt there's:moré to follow.” * I educabe
you for heaven, bitt there’s more to fol-
low.” “I give. you grace upon grace,
.but there's more to follow.” ¢I helped
‘you even to old age, but there’s more to
follow.” * I'will:uphold you in the time
of death ; T will bring you save to my
heaveiily kingdom, dnd when you arrive
there, there will étill be more o follow I
My brother, Have you heard the good
news? Have you received the message
—the' létter—from heaven? It was
God who sentit. It wasin his hand-
|writing, and bore his seal. Ib was the
Son of God who brought it. It was too
greab a message to be entrusied to an
angel. Its purport is pardon, vietory,
healing, liberty.

-
-

N6 Use in the Other Country. -
A distinguished man lay onhis death-
bed, when a great mark of -distinction

- |and horour Was brought to-him. Tuin-

ing ‘a cold ‘glance on the trbasire he
"would once have ¢clutched with an éager
grasp, e said, with a sigh, © Alasl ‘this
is'd fine thing In this country, but T am

going to 4 country whire it will‘be of no
use fo me.”” L o

»

much %o send all at once,* enclosed five: §
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. The Temples. of the Bible.
The correct meaiiing of the word tem-
ple is “a dwelling” “Whereyer God
dwells visibly, or- by his felt presence,
--there is the temple; dwelling; or house of.
God. - In 'this- -extraordinary way he
- dwelt of -0ld in a pait only—the most
‘holy place—of the. sacred building on
Mount Moriah. ‘That: part only was,
strictly speaking, the temple, or naos.
The whole sacred building, with its out-
er and inner courts, was called “the
,kieron.” Hence it is that our Lord speaks
of oné who was slain “:between the
temple (naos) and the altar ;” .meaning
between the most holy place and the.
altar of burnt offering-in the-court of the
priests. In Secripture. we read.of.three
kinds of temples, -exclusive of the pro-
phetic témples of Ezekiel and the book
of Revelation. The first kind of temple
was that of a-holy place, the second that.
- of*a holy person; and the third that of a
holy people. . ol : '
I. Thke-first temple was & holy place,
called also " the: tabemacle,” ““the
sanctuary.” God commanded the Israel-
ités (Exod. xxv. -8) to make him “a
sahétuary, that he might.dwellamong.
‘them,” and hepromised-(Exod. xxix. 44,
45) to, ¢ sanctify the tabernacle . . . and
o dwell among the childrén of Israel.”
This promise was fulfilled by'God at the
dedication of the tabérnacle in-the wild-
_éfness, for we. read, Exod:.xl. 34, 35,
when Moses hadfinished the work, “then
the-glory-ofithie Liord filled the tabernacle,
- and Mosés was not able to-enter intothe:
‘tent-of the. congregation; because the
«dloud abode thereon,.and: the glory of.
“the-Lord filled. the: ‘tabernacle.” This
" thovable temple; or tabernacle, was. suc-
- ceeded by the ‘permaneht. building -on
Mount Moeriah; where David - desired:
1o find a tabernacle forthe God of Jacob ;
‘but-Solomon built him an. house, (Acts]

- vii 46,-47). At its dedicdtion Solomon |

-addresséd, God' in: prayer; and said (I
~Rings viii, 13), “’I have surely built
- thes-an house to:dwell in, a settled:place-
-for theé'to abide.in for-ever ;" andiwe.are
told (2 Chron. vii. 1, 2), that “when

|mess of the' Godhead bodily.”

| Solomon had made an end of pray‘ixig.... ’

the glory of the Lord filled the ‘house,-
.and the priests.gould nob enter into the
.house of the Lord; because the glory of:
the. Lord had: filled the house of the
Lord.” o

II. The secontl' temple was a  holy
persoi—viz,, the Lord Jesus Christ.:
He himself taught the Jews this truth,,
In John ii. 19. he addressed them tin:
‘these words, which he intended. shouldi
be literally understood of himself, for
they were literally fulfilled by him:
£ Destroy this temple, and in three days
I will raise.it up.” The evangelist adds
thé explanation in the 21st verse—*“But
ke spake of the temple;-of his. body.”t
‘Agreeably to- these words. of Christ. and,
the evangelist John, the Apostle; Paul:
teaches the Cologsians (i. 19), « It;p'leas-;
‘ed the Father that in him " (that is; in
Christ) “should - all - fullness dwell ;
and (i1.9) “ in him dwellethall the full-

4

o b

ITIT. The third temple is a holy people
~~namely, all ¢“the saints and faithfibin.
Christ Jesus,” that ¢ blessed company of
all faithful people ” which make up the
«universal ‘Church.of Géd. They areias:
real and literal a temple; or-dwelling, ‘or
‘house-of God, as the body of Chtist, or
-the magnificent house built by Solomon.
It is not the languagé of metaphor St.
Paiil used ivhen he addressed the Chris-
-tian believers of Corinth, and said, “Ye
are ‘the temple of the living' God, and:
God hath said, I will dwell in thém;”|
‘or-when heé addressed the Christians:of
Ephests—“ Ye:are built ‘on the founda-
tion -of the apostles:and prophets; Jésus
'Christ himself "being the; chief -cother
stone; in whom:all the building fitly
framed. together groweth:into an holy:
temple in the Lord : inswhom ye alsorarg
‘builded: together for'an Habitation of God,
‘through the Spirit:” - v rJ
Tt isin this light regarding Weliéverd
a3 ““an habitation of ‘God,”; that St.
Peter, .in his first Epistle, calls ‘the
“elect”, strangers “‘lively stones, #ho
:ate built up .a spiritual house” (ii. b).

T2

This spiritual house is called,:in ver. 9,
iy




6 GOOD

NEWS

1 “a peculiar peopls,” who, because they
ate gich, ought'“to show forth the-prais-
. es of him who had- called. them: from

"This temple, ¢onsistihz of 2 people, is the
only one which: now remtains on: earth.
The first kind of temple—the tabernacle,
‘and the louse wuich was “exceeding
' magnifical, of famé and of glory through

" "buildings raised in after ages on Mount
. ‘Mo¥iah by Zerubbabel and Herod—all
these buildings have passed away. The
Romsn ploughshare has passed over

'stone upon-aniother.” The second temple,
_ “the temple of his- body,”who for a
-séason tabernacled amongst men, has
" ascended up on high, leading captivity
-captive. "He “hasgone to the Father,”

- vation of man, "and having perfectly

written in “the volume of the book.”
And now, in this dlspensatlon, the-third
‘and- ohly remaining actual tetaple, that
‘of a holy people, is ever. bemg built,
¢t Every siiner that.repenteth,”
joy in heaven, is-another “lively.stone”
:-added to this ha‘bltatlon of God}
- whrough the Spirit.™ :
These truths are not: w1thout their
practical- beating on Christian life and
1. conducb
~IThej teach.us. megatively that oo, build-

!rary.

“and but one temple- for the nation. _So

"-4hd chapels (synagogues), and’, but ‘one

““which i3 the chinrch of the living God ”
(1 Tim. iii15). Whilst many and minute.
' “directions'wete given by God, that. the,

P A I TV S T

* darknéss into his marvollous. light. i

out alb countnes,” ‘and the successive|

their foundations, . and “left not-éne|’

* having “finisked,” on the- cross, the sal-
* “gone the will” of his Father, ds it is

causmg.

ing inbrick or stone can, in the strictly |
' Seriptural sense .or use-of. the ward, be;
-called & temple, ‘ot tabernacle, or sa.nctu-»
Places of assembly for Cliristian-
-"worship. and instructioh—that . is, our.
- «churches. -and " chapels—are to us. what}
»~the synagogues throughout Judes were to.
withedews. "Théreweremany synagogues,

~with us there -are now many. chunches:

temple, we,  the bleased .company:of all
- faithfiil people,” butone “houseof’God,,

utaberna,cle\should e exceedmg magm-

outall.countzies”: (1-Chron £xii., §), not
omo, direction is given.im the Bible con-
cerning.the style or,adornment of other
places of, either Jewish or Christian ywor-
ship. . Wo . may, then, éonclude,. from
.this sxlence of. Scrlpture,. that a plam
bujlding. foroClms]:lan ,qushlp and, in-
structmn, is,as; acceptable.in . Gods sight
as oneé “ exceeding magnifice

The positive: lessons drawn from t]ns
subJect; are important. |

Let us. instance; some taught by .St.
Paul.
1. The first is_the yalue of sound
teaching fo helievers. 'J,‘th is set. forth
in the Fu‘st Epistle to the Corinthians.
In chap. iii. Christiansare called. “God’s
building ” (ver. 9)—.¢:, a8 Paul, jn
 Ephes. ii. 10, saysthey « <are his work-
‘manship, created in.Christ Jegus.” Un-
rsound teaching is compared. to- those vile
additions. to a magnificent : building

ment. Tke apostle cautions- the . un-
sound teacher by saying (ver. 10), “Let
-every man,faké heed; how he pmldet ”
.upon the foundation that had been. ,1a1d

“ which.is. Jesus Ghrist,” and. -adds, in
.yerses: 16,and 17, ¥ Know ye. not. thaﬁ
yea_are_the. temple of; God, and that $he
Spirit. of; God.dwelleth in.you? , 'If any
man defile-the temple of God, him shall

| God "destroy ; fonithe temple of- God, is

holy, swhich temple; yoare.’
1L Another practical. use.of this sub-

manner,of life, the-apostle;aska. (ver. 9),
“Endw,yé not that the unrighteons shall

of  tha Lord Jesus,.and by the Spiuit, of
four:. God > '.Eo ;show ;the Chnstlan €on- |
: vl

ﬁcal and of famo and of glory through-

which tend: to its destruction and, defile- |

Jjéct is the correction; of:some: vices; ;which .
had, in a,;corrupb.. city. like; Corinth, .
«crept. into: the Church, or had npf been .
renounced by.some converts. Im the .
6th.chapter:of, the Kirst, Epistle, speak-
itig of their,former impare;and licentions .

not inherit;the kingdom, .of, God 3. He.
then. :specifies, : pamcularly in;, the; 9th .
and 10th.iverses, whothe. unmghteons .
are;. aiid. adds, “.And such were,some-of |
you:: but, yesare: washed, but yearesanc- -
thﬁed, but ya,are,Justlﬁed in the name
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verts the heinousness of some of these
sins into which they had fullen, or which
were not forsaken by them, the apostle
asks, at vor: 19, “What? know ye not
that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of
God, and ye are not your ewn %"

III Agam, o third lesson taught by
this subject is separation from the world.
In the latter part of the 6th chapter .of
tho Second - Epistle .to. the Corinthians
this duty is thus-enforced—* Be not un-
equally yoked together with unboliev-
ers” (ver. 14). Christians are hére for-
bidden to form with people of the world,
not only the most intimate unions, such
ag marriage, but connections not so bind-
ing, either for business or pleasure, are
to be avoided, because of the inquy
arising from evil “ comm,unicgt_ipns.
How solémn and impressive to a spirit-
ual mmd is the question, ver. 16, “What
avreementr hath the temple of God with
1dol.s’l for yo arg the temple of the Living
God: and God hath said, T will dwell in
thiem, and walk in them and. T will be
their God, and they shall be my people.
Wheref‘ore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and.
touch not the unclean thing ;. and I will
receive you, and, will be a Father unto
you, and ye shall be my sons and:
daughters,- saith the Lord Amegh
Having therefoie these promises, dearly
beloved, let us cleanse. ourgelves from all
ﬁlthmess of the flesh ™ “perfecting holi-
ness in the fear of the Lord.”

These examples will suffice to show
the practical use of the triths above
stated. In other parts of Scnpture the
attentive xeader will find many similar
counsels, based on the great fact that
each behever isa “lively stone® of « the
house of God, which . is. the .chutch of
the hvmg God" (1 Tim. iii. 15)

:4=

Those who expect God to hear their
prayers must be.willing t6 hear, réason,
to heat s faithful reproof, and to hear
the complaints and. appeals of wronged
inhoceticy. J udges iz,

The.Cherubim and the Flaming
Sword.

There were two_ trées in Eden—the
tréé of knowlédge of good and evil, and
the tree of life. The one was the ‘tiee

'of probation, and 'by eating of “its fruit
‘man had already fallen. The other'was

the tree of récompense. And, to pre-
vent the creature who had faﬂed in his
probation from putting forth his hand

‘to- the recompense, God had just driveh

out.the man.
God does nothmg by halves.
driving out was to be' definitive.

The
‘A

flaiing sword’ was therefore placed ¢ at

the oast of Eden,’ debairing .all access
to the tree of life. From whatever

‘quarter the presumptuous intruder -ap-

proached, this sword was upon him.

“Whether hv iricd the notth, the seuvh,

the east, the west, it tun.cd round and
faced him. If he persisted, death was

‘the penalty—he could only be sut as-
-under-or consumed.

Bat it was not, therefors, God's pur-
pese to drive fallen ‘man to despair ; and
r0 the “Cherubim’ Wwere béside thé ﬂam-
ing sword. ‘We find these Cherubim
éverywhere throughout Scripture, and

¢ Cheribim of glory’ wére found
in the tabernacle,* shadomng the merey-
seut with: their wings.’ ¢ Cherubim and
palm-trees,’ the symbol of tiiumph, yrere

carved on the walls of the temply (1

‘Kings vi. 29). Eaekiel gsaw them in a
living form, and ¢ the glory of the God
of’ Tsrael was over'them above’ (Eiiékiel
%, 19). Tsaiah also 'saw them proclaim:
ing God’s glory in His temple, ylhen
one of them re-assuiéd the trembling
prophet by laying a live coal on his:lips
(I8a. %i. 6, 7). Fmally, St. John saw

“{them in’ h1s visighs of the Church in

glory. They, were beside ' the crovmed
elders, the ¢ Lamb-as it had been . slain,
in the midst.,” . And they opened tohim
by the Tamb's’ command, the book of
the divine purpose, “ the revelstion of
Jesus' Christ which God gave nnto Huh’

A'(Revv6v11357)

‘they-are alv'vaysemblems Qf're_‘deet,njng '
Tove.
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The Cherubim of Genesis, whatever
they were, must have possessed the same
character. Their object must have been
_to tell man that God still loved him ;
that his thoughts towards him were
thoughts of peace ; that the Seed of the
woman should bruise the head of the
serpent ; that he who trusted in eternal
mercy should never be put toshame. A
‘double lesson was thus taught—the les-
son of self-despair, the lesson of ‘good
Lope through grace.” The flaming sword
taught the one; the Cherubim, as
their glory shone over Eden’s eastern
boundary, emphatically proclaimed the
other.

All acquainted with the Bible must
know that this is the double lesson
which God enforces in all His word ; i
appears in every form from Genesis to
Revelation. It was specially taught un-
der the Old Testament, by the arrange-
ments of the tabernacle and temple.
God’s people were debarred from His
presence ; none but the high priest might
approach lnm, and that only once a year.
And yet, to keep hope ahve, while
Israe! prayed without, that minister
came forth from thhm, axd pronounced
on the Kneeling worshippers the fulness
of the blessing of their God. It 15‘
taught under the New by that which
gives the New its character—the cross
of the Tord Jeésus. If even the Son of |t
God could not escape the doom of

Little Maude.

OR, 'TIS MORE BLESSED TO GIVE. THAN TO
RECEIVE,

One lovely spring-day, two children,
Maude and Frank, were seated under an
arbour in a beautiful garden. A waiter
covered with tempting luxuries was on
the littlé table before them.

It was Maude’s tenth blrthday, and
her mother had invited her cousin Frank
to spend it with her. She had also pro-
vided this nice feast, as she knew her
little daughter liked very much to ¢ play
party.’

- At ashort distance from them stood
a little boy leaning against the white
paling which ran in front of the garden.
He was a pitiable-looking object, thin,
pale, and ragged. With sad, wistful
eyes he gazed earnestly upon the scene
before him. Little Willie, for that was
the boy’s name, though very hungry,
was not thinking of himself, but of his
sick mother. He was wondering how
he could earn money enough to buy an
orange like those the children had, and
just such a nice-looking piece of cake
for the sick mother he loved.so dearly.

‘Willie's father had died afew months
before ; and the small sums which 'Wil-
lie earned by doing errands, and the lit-
tle his mother received for such plain
sewing as she had been able to do, were
their on]y means of subsistence.

death, we sinners may well despair.

For the last fortnight his mother had

If the love of the everlasting Father tow- | been too unwell to WorL and he had
ard us has its measure in that death, not earnedas much as usual ; ; consequent-
there is no blessing, in time or etermty, 1y they had been unable to procure suffi-
which we may not ezpect from God's, cient food to , keep them from being very
hand, - |hungry.

We cannot serve Ged acceptably till| It had never occurred to Willie that
we have learned this double lesson. If, he might beg ;but now, as hestood look-
we think by our doizgs to find our way ing at , those | happy children, he thought
in life, we shall be re_]ected as was Cain | of ¢ asking for some of their lunchcon,
the first Pharisee, and also the first mur- | but could not summon courage, though
derer. ‘What must I do?’ was the he silently prayed that God would put
question of the terrified jailor. You car it into their hearts to give him of " their
do-nothing, was St. Paul’'s.answer ; put ;abundance.

your trust in what another has done When Willie left in the morning khis
¢ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ’ (4 Acts | mother said :

- xvi. 31)—Rev. W. Tait, M. A.

I hope Mz, Jenks will have an errand.
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for you to do to-day, as you must need
food, for you've eaten neither supper
" norbreakfast. -But don't be discouraged,

dear child ; the Lord will provide. He
will never forsake the widow and fath-
erless. He who feedeth the raven and
the sparrow, will care for us.’

‘T think,’ 1eplied the boy cheerfully,
‘T shall certainly get a job to-day, from
both Mr. Jenks and Mr. Rand. If I
get tive cents from Mr. Jenks, I shall
come home before going to Mr. Rand’s,
and bring you a loaf of bread; then
you'll feel better, won’t you, mother?

¢ Thank you, dear boy, you're always
thinking of me ; ’twill make you walk
much lorrer, and you are not so strong
as you used to be. But, she added,
with a'sigh, ¢ perhaps you had better do
s0, as I feel very faint. For your sake
I must try to keep up my strength.’

Poor Willie had been to both his em-
ployers, and neither needed his services.
‘With 2 sad heart and weary feet he was
retracing his steps, when the children’s
merry voices attracted his attention.

Upon raising his eyes and seeing Wil-
lie, Frank exclaimed—

speak 50 crossly to theboy % I'm sure it
doesn’t do us any harm to have him look
at us gs long as he wants to. Perhaps
he is hungry too. " I've'read of children
who have not enough to-eat. I wonder
if he 1s, poor fellow ! i

Quick as thought she snatched her
portion of the white, frosted cake, oran-
ges and litile oyster crackers, and hastily
putting them into a little basket, hang-
ing on her arm, which she had brought
-out to fill with flowers, rushed after the
unhappy outcast, calling—

¢ Little boy ! little boy ! wait a min-
ute.’ )

Willie turned, and saw this beautiful
child running towards him. She was
very fair, with soft blue eyes, over which
dropped long shining lashes. Dark
curls hung over he: snowy white shoul-
ders. ’'Twas such x sight as our heaven-
ly Father loves to behold, when that
little-one, with a heart full cf love, of-

fered her basket to the unfortunate child.
‘I'm sorry, little boy,’ said she, ‘that
Frank spoke so o you. Iguessyou’re
hungry, and have brought these for you.’
‘Willie’s face brightened as he took the

“What are you -doing there? Get|basket, and said— .

away, you uzly beggarboy! I'd like
to know what right you have to look
over the fence at us. We shall nbt
give you any of our good things, so you
may just go away.’

Though Frank was really a handsome
boy; his face had a most sour disagreea-
ble-expression just then. .

Little Willie’s heart was too full to

¢ Ob, I thank you a thousand times.
I was wishing God svould put it into
your hearts to give me some. "I did not
want it for myself, but for my mother,
who is very sick, and faint for want of
food.’ .

‘But aren’t you hungry teo? aske
Little Maude, .. .

*Yes,” zeplied, the hoy, ‘but I don’t

bear being so rudely addressed. The care for that. O how glad mother will
blood rushed to his face, and with stream-  be! The oranges will be so nice for her
ing eyes he turned quickly away. = |totake when she coughs. You are real
‘I wonder, thought he, ¢if that boy kind. I shall run all the way.
knows how wicked it is to speak so. I, Afier once more thanking his bene-
hope God won’t make him as.poor as He , factress with looks as well-as words, he
hasme. He didn’t know I had a sick hurried away, but not until she had
mother at home who is dying for want,slipped a gold’ dollar from her pocket in-
of food,. or he-wouldn't have spoken so. | to his hand, saying, ¢ 'Tis mine to do as
I mustn't feel angry with him, though I please with, and I want you to takeit
T'm s0 sorry he didn’t want to give. me|to your mother,”
Jjust one orange.” - ‘ Maude,’ said her cousin, as'she re-
O Frank,’ exclaimed Maude, in a|turned, ¢I do believe you are the queer-
ad reproachful tone, ‘how could you'est girl that ever lived. Now you've
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got no luncheon. Aurt has gone out,
and you know nurse wont give you any
more:
" ¢Well, T don’ t care,’ rephed the hap-
py little gxr'l “T feél just as if I'd eaten
“it all myself. The littleboy wasso Ltin-
gy, and his-mother is-sick and hungry
too. Iwish you could have seen how
delighted he looked.

“Of course you have a right to do
what you' please with your own things,’
said Frank, in‘a suxly tone, as he turn-
ed away ; and slowly walked down the:
path, feehng rather uncomfortable. His
little cousin’s conduct was a more severe
reproof to him than any words could
have been.

When thé children returned to the |

house, Mrs. Clifford said, ‘I'm ready
now, Maude, -to go With you inio the
city tobuy the doll, and this afternéon
Tl help you fo dress it, as T promised.’

¢T can’t buy it,’ rephed Maude, ‘Tve
spent iy dollar. ;

¢Can’t buy it ! spent your
exclaimed Mus. Clifford.

<Yes, mamma, you know uncle James
said T might do as I pleased with it, be-
cause it is my birthday.’

“You had a right to spend if,” re-
plied her mother; ‘but as you have
been wanting-a wax doll for so long a
time, and seemed %o anticipate s6 much
pleasure in dressing it this afternoon, I
-am surprised to hear anything could
tempt you to give up the ‘little lady’
,you had selected.’

¢O mamins, I didn't get anything
else instead. Nothing would pleass me;

,somuch. That doll at Pa.rtndge s is
such-a beauty, with black eyes that can
.open or-shut, and such cunzing Iittle
-cuils,’

“Well, Maude,’ replied hermother, * I
must say T don’t undersfand.  You say
you admire the doll as much as ever,
-and have chosen nothing else instsad.
"How then could _you have spent 'the
mongy ¥

“T gave it to a little boy, rephed
Maude, ¢ wha said his mother ,Was, sick

“and ‘hungry’?

dollar ¥

| s, Clifford looked pleased, kissed
her little daughter, and said—

‘Y am glad you are willing to deny
yourself in ordei- to reliéve the wants of
‘others. Twish.T knew where. to find the
boy, so that T could call and see if his
mother is really suffering.’

At this moment, Bridget, who had
just entered the - foom, said-—

¢ Sure, ma'ain, if itis the little boy that
Miss Maude gave the basket t0 this
mormng yé's after finding, T can tell
y&'s where he’ lives. He fetched the
basket back just now, and I asked him
where he lived. “Tis No. 45, Margm
Street. Hisname is Willow Carlow.’

¢ Thank you, Pridget,” replied Mrs.
Clifford ; then turning to Maude, she
said, ¢ Instead of going to;buy the doll,
if you .and Frank would like it, we-will
call on Mrs. Carlow, and see ifishe needs
anything.’

‘0 yes, mamma, do go, said little
Maude Seeing that, Frank said noth-

a, Mrs. Clifford remarked, that if he
would prefer riding to the cﬁ;y with Jim
who was going to get some groceries, he
‘might-do so.

As Frank agreed fo this arrangement,
Mrs Clifford and Maude set out on their
ersand of mercy; taking with them a lit-
ile basket-of delicacies for the invalid.

Maude was fully repaid for giving up
the doll, when she sawthe heartfelt gra-
titude of poor Willie, and heard his
mother say as she bade her.good-bye,

¢ Whoso- giveth a cupsof cold water only,
to one of these little ones, shall in mo
-wise loss his. reward.”

Tittle Maude told her mother that
'mght that’ she had never spent so hap-
Py & birthday.

Mrs Clifford replied :

<'Tis because you have thought more
l of others: than of yourself. Thope you
Vil always realize ’tis ‘moré blessed: to
I givé than toteceive;, and’ remember the
Mext you lea,rned last Sabbath, “He that
‘hath pity tipon the poor, lendeth ‘hto
the Lord, snd that whi¢h he hath given
| will He. repay
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Getting by Griving-.~ bmes a.golemn independence thh a
fieq the rivers flowing graciousfamiliarity,—theloncliness of the
l,ouﬁ‘g;‘gﬁgg:g;g;:;;e, sun with the friendiiness of light. Tho

Beautiful and free,

Yéb to'help their giving
Hidden springs arise ;

Or, it neéd be, showdrs
Feed ttem from the skics.

Watch thc E rincely flowers
‘Thelr; tic co! spread,
Load the air wit perfumes’
Yii;rt?hm ht.lien' beauty shed.
ob thieir la e
Leaves thyeiélhﬂs&‘in‘dtgarth
With fresh life replonished.
By f.hen mother earth,

Give thy heart’s best treagures—
From fair nature Jearn
Give thy:love, and ask not,
Wait pot, 2 return <
andthe moro | thou spendest
. From thy.little'store,
With s douBle bounty -
God will ‘give thee more.
ADELAIDE A PROCTER.

. — -
Christ’'s Preventive Ministry.

BY .REV. JOSEPH PARKER; D.D.

“L.will not. send them away fasting, lest they faint
in the way.” MA’XT sXV. 32,

. These words supply an illustration of,
what may. be .called the Preventive
Ministry of -Christ : not only does the
Saviour dehver us from actual eufi‘ermg,
Thus, he saved this. gr:eat multltude from
fainting: .ho 'did not ‘wait until the
people 1eale did faint, and then olonfy
‘himself by, an- ostentahous display of re-
etonng energy ‘he antzcapaied the pos-
mb]hty, and so shewed another aspect of'

umversal and "bemgn poiver.

. This preventive minds{ry was origi-
nated by y Christ himself. "The disciples:
had not suggestéd it, nor-had-the multi-
tude-desived it. This blessed and all-
blesging love sprang spontaneously in,

s the heatt of the Redeemer. Changing,
. the: fignre, it was a. prinary ray, ot a.
secondany light. The. action., was, in its

N myu]se as.independent, as the .sun,.and

L dn-its: operatlon as. condescendmg as, the.
. morning ;, we did, not.Jight:the’ brilliant,
" flame, yetits bmghimess smiles familiatly
.:through our .windows, plays. laughmgiy
on every, tender leaf,..and . turns , the

thought ‘was - his,, ~ 1t did not come
from, the friction of mind with mind.
1t was all Christ’s.” What then? Tiist,
he must liave been thinking about the
people; Second, he must bave Been
tbmkmrraboutthe peéople in those aspects
‘which v(ould seem. to be faithest remov-
ed from ks .missign among mén. bid
he not come to Teveal God, to teach
fruth, and to show the. way to hzghm
worlds? Yes. Yet he stooped to save
men from bodily faintness! ~He did not
say “ The sooner these people die, th
'sooner they will go t9 heaven: " He
cared for their "bodles as if their bod1es
were to live for ever.

1L This pr eveniive ministry was be-
gun by Christ mthout the kuowledge of
the multitude. He-did not.address the
crowd, he addressed the,- dzsmples The
four thousand men ers not aware that
the-Saviour was planning something for
their advantage on the way home.
'he not ever working, for us in ways that
we Jnow not? :, Werknow the great fagt
of his mediation, but what do we know
of the subtle vamatlons of thatgreat fact ?
its loving devices, its little aside Dplans;
its collateral and incidental 'service?
‘We.do notknow all that summer does,
how can. we know all the domfrs of God ?
‘'We know that.summer brmgs light, and

droopmt, hopes which if. cheers, the
lonely lives which i, gladdens, the an-
xiqus hearts which 1# soothes, and the
innumerable; little ministries whch it
‘exercises in:unexpected ways? ~So,with
God.” We do not know the eyils, from
-which he sazes us by, prevention.. “The
railway, aceident is re orted ; the, shap-
apreck; is:published 5 the explosxon is xe-
corded in every, Joumal - but. what . of
the accidents, the shipwrecks, the. ex-
plosions, the' collisions, the dlsasters of

are prevented ?  Is not every resplrahon

stre@mand the. seq uﬂ,o spangles of sil-
~VEL. .It iseven so;thh Christ; ‘he. com-

NI O VTSP

a narrow escape from death? Isnot the
heart surrounded by deadly dangers in

‘ . R VR ST |

Is

heat, and beauty; but what “of the -

all kinds by night anl by,dsy,, whgch.
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every beat? All this is unknown tb us,
hut is not the less surely.under the
gracious control of the Redeemer.  In
this view of the Saviour's ministry we
see a mew occasion for incessant and
loving praise.

IIL. This preventive ministry was the
Jorm tn which Christ expressed his com-
passion.  “I have compassion on the
multitude.” He did not say he wished
to perform a miracle. Had. the bread
been equal to. his compassion, no miracle
would have been wrought ; but compas-
sion will move into the region of the
miraculous rather than be thwarted in
its gracious purpose. It has no particu-
lar wish to do the miraculous, but it
il do it if needful. It is so amongst
ourselves. The mother's love does
miracles every day. When we yield
ourselves to the best impulses of our
hearts, we strprise ourselves by our
energy, our unselfishness and spirituality.

Look at all human enjoyments through
the medium of this’ suggestion. Jesus
says: “I have compassior upoii the
multitudes,”—so I call them nightly to
rest and oblivion ; ““I have compassion
upon the multitudes,”—so I-send the
sun to make the earth fruitful for them,
lest they faing by the way; “I have
compassion on the multitudes,”~so I
bid all natuie work with them and for
them, tha} they may have enough and

. to spare. Thus “it is of the Loxd’s
mercies that we are not consumed »
" The subject-givés us a paint of two of
argent apphcatlon
has given us-all that we- have, what do

- 26e awe in refurn?  Second : If Christ's+
ministry is preventipe as well as redemp-
ive, why not surrender ourselves fullyto:
his care? Third+ If -Christ would do

so much for the dody, is it notlike him

thathe shonld do mﬁmtel y more for the

spirit ?
- nothingness in presence of the miracles
: of‘the Cross'

, _—’.'..—-_

: '”We 'iorfeit’the benefit of ordinances

. if we make an ill use of them. Ps. lii

First: If Christ|

All miraclés dwindle into-

My Father’s Will. _

An old man was one day walking to
church with a New Testament in his
hand, when a friend who met him said :

“ Good morning, Mr. I’nce

‘“ Ah ! good morning,” replied he,
“1 am reading my Fathers will as I
walk along.”

« Well, what hath he left you #” said
his friend, ;

“ Why, he has bequeathed me ahun-
dredfold moré in this life ; and in the
world to come life everlastmo

This beautiful reply was the means of
comforting his Christian friend, who was
at the time in sorrowful circumstances.

-«

The Crown of Thorns.

When John Hauss, the .Bohémian
martyr, was brought out to be burni,
they put on his head the triple crown
of paper with painted devils on it. On
seeing it, he said, “My Lord Jesus
Christ, for my sake, wore a crown of
thorns ; why should not I, then, for-his
sake, wear this light crown, be it ever
so. ignominious? Truly, I will do it,
and that willingly.” When it was seb
upoti his head, the bishops said, “ Now
we commnt thy soul to ’che devil.”
« But I,” said Huss, lifting up his-eyes
towards heaven, “do commit my spirit
into thy hands, O Lord Jesus Christ; to
thee I commend my spirit which thou
hast redecmed.”,

- -
. . [

Profession and Practice. .

. The Queen of Madagascar, gatheiing
some of the palace officers together, said
to them, “I-am aware that many of you
‘dre numbered 4mong the praying people.
T heveno ob_]ectnon to you joining themn
if you think it right, but “remernber if
you -do so, T-shall expect from you-a life

-worthy of that profession. I‘know that
| praying people profess to be truthiful,
-honest and upright, to fear God and
‘benefit their fallow men; if-you do so,

that will be Tight; if not you +will: nét
. |.be worthy of the professlon you make.”
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Sabbath in Earth and Heaven.

. How sweet, O Lord thy day of rest
From worldly labour {ree,
‘When we can feed our hungry sou's
And worship only Thee.

0, may énch Sabbata moming bnng,
Our thoughts from eatth to.Heaven,

And think-of Jesus and Higlovs,
“For us his lifé bath given.

His life so pure, 30 holy too,
- Withou onie spot.of sin,
0-may I, Lord, return the love
I'have roceived from Him.

How many Sabbaths T have seen,
Since first my life-began,

They are like many stepping stofes,
Placed thore by God’s own hand.

Sweet Sabbath’ here, thou art'the typo
Of rest.that is.for me

In that bright land of love and peace:
Forever Christ with Thee.

And 0, my Saviour, may I love
Thy Sabbath more and more,
Until I leave this vale of tears
And reach:bright Canaan’s shore.
“Ther will I love-Thee as1 ought,
. ‘When free from doubt and sin?
And dwell'forever with my Lord
. My Prophet -Priest, and King.
Rockton, July ist, 1872.

W.H.
————

Dr. Cookes Intercourse with
‘Malah. -

In.July 1826 he went to Dublin to.
obtain medical advice 3 and e found a
home in the house of his “friend, Dr.
M’Dowel. Under .the good ha.nd of
God his illness proved a blessing, not to.
himself merely, but to others. The
stormy scenesin which he had taken part
during four years had absorbed nearly
all his tim- and had largely drawn
away his thoughts from the higher con-
cerns of personal religion. Now that
physical weakness had removed him
from the strife of political and religious
controversy, he had time for reflection.
His letters shew how deep and solemn
his reflections were. In Dublin he met, !
for the:first time, M. Malan of Geneva |
They were kindred spirits; and they
took sweet counsel together. He wrote
to Mrs. Cooke,.on Apnust 2d, “TIam nob
better, but could not expect to be so in
.50 short a fime. My appetite is pretty
good, and, thank God, my spirits are
.excellent, I have been much pleased

fear, and the power of sin.

and I hope blessedz by my intercourse

with M. Malan. Ilong tobehome with
you, to explain tg-you hxs plain, simple,
and delightful views of the Gospel of
our Saviour. I believe'my light, com-
fort, hope and. heart aro all nnproved by

my mtorcourse with him. I lonig to see
_you enjoy. the same happy assurance in

the Lord,” On the 4tH he again writes
—4“T am going this evening to Lord
Mount-Cashell's, and intend staying thers

for a, fortnight, #hd hope to return ‘to
.you in better health. But as to iy poor

body, let the Lotd do as he will. He
has saved my soulfiom doubt, darkness,
I am my
Saviour’s now. I shall be with - him
through eternity. Oh ! how I do long
to see and hear you speak .the same
words of joy which in true faith I am
now enabled, by the grace of God my
Saviour, to address o you.  Read 1°
John v. 1, and see if you believe it all
If you really believe tha. Jesus is the
Christ, then are you ‘born of God.
But you will say, I have a weak, sinful
heart, and cannot ‘believe I am horn of
God till I feel my heart better. Nay,
nay, the simple question is, Do you
believe the testimony of God, who
says that ¢ Whosoover beheveth that
Jesus is the Christ is bora of God’? If
50, then you will see that being.a child
of God, you can pray for'grace ; you can
pray avamst sin ; you can conquer all
the enemies of your heart through Christ
strengthening you. Pray for me that
my foith fail 2 not, as T pray for you that
God may keep you and wmy. little ones in
peace. Read also Rom. v. i Haive
you. peace with God? Then you canrot be
troubled nor in fear. For, ¢if God be
for us, who can be against us?’ May
God keep you in faith, love, and peace'
—From * The Life of .D) Henry y Cooke,”
by Dr. Porter.

Those that have the word and ordi-
nances of God near them, and have not to
travel far to thent, are Justly expected
to do more in pralsm« God than others
P, ‘cxlix.
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‘What the Book Says.

Once, when on a journey to a village in
theisouth of England, for the piirpose of
preaching the gospel, I had oceasion to
walk two, or three miles from the railway
station to my destination 3 when pursu-
ing my course, I was-accosted by a res-
pectable man in g.dog-cart, who request-
ed me to ride with h1m, as he was going | !
to the same place; at fisst T declined,
but-on his again askmg me to accompany |
him I consented, thinking the Lord had
a word for me to speak to the man ; I
looked to him for guidance, and the
result was the followmo' conversation :—

Q
chapel on the Snday ¥

4. “No, I don’t believe in such
places, nor in the people that go there ;
I believe they are all. hypocrites.”

Q “Is that any reason why you
should be one ¥”

A, “No.”

Q. “Itis a very important matter for
everybody to know whether he is saved
or not.”

4. I don't believe in such stuff.”

Q  “Don't you believe that you are
a sinner by nature and practice

4.
that drilled mto- me at school ;
the book says.”

Q “ Do you believe in the Bible,
that it is God’s Word ?°

4. “XNo, Idon't.”

I then explamed to him from the 3rd

it's wha’o

“Do you go to .any church or|

“ No, Idon't ; 1 had enough of i

damned ;° when I could get no other
reply than © Ah, that’s what the Book
says.”

Reader, dost thou believe the Word
of God ? It says thou art a sinner by
nature and practice, that Christ.died for
sinners, that He “ hath once suﬁ‘ered
for sins, the just for the unjust, to bring
us to God,” and that whosoever helieve
in Him hath everlasting life, Dost
‘thou believe on the Son of God % Ifnot,
‘may the Holy Spirit help thee so to do
'this very day,.and then thou wilt know
that thou art saveD, becausé the Book
says so.

The Truth in Jesus.

A celebrated artist had beén engaged
on and had almost finished a picture
that has since become famous in the
world. He had brought it to that stage
of perfection when an unpractised or un-
professional eye would have pronounced
it complete, when g friend called upon
him, and re uested peinmission to see if.
The wish was.gratified ; and the visicor
lon leaving thinked the painter for his
1 xindness, and expressed, at the saine
time, the admiration which he felt for
the work he had been privileged to wit-_
ness. Having occasion, however, several:
months afterwards, to call again at the
{ house, he could not help remarkmn' that
the portrait must have been finished
when he last saw it, as nothing-apparent-

of Romans, that he was asinner, thatall|ly had been done to it since then. His
men had sxnned and come short of the friend hastened to correct the impres-
glory of God ; butthdt « God so loved sion, and assured him he had really done
the world, that He gave His only ’oeﬂo’o— a great deal to it. ¢ Ihave brought out
ten Son, that whosoever believeth mlthls feature,” he said ; ‘“Thave deepen-
Him should not pensh but have ever-|ed that éxpression ;. I have sweetened
lasting life,” (John iil. 16), when he|that smile; I have———" « Yes, yes,”
again rephed “ Ah! that's what the | said the other, mterruptmg him, ¢ bt
Book says.” I warned him too of the | these are mere trifles.”  Ah,” wis-the
truth, “ that after death came the judg-|answer, “but it i is by these ‘tnﬂes,
ment.” Thisisa solemn fact, “It 7s)you ca]l them, that we reach perfectlon 5
what the Book says,” and by that Book | and #hat,” he added emphatically,  is
——the Word of God—shallmen be J\ld"— no tifle”

¢ The word that I speak, the same; Now, my readers, upon a work in

shall judge him in the last day ;” and
- that < he that believeth not would b

,many respects analogous to this.'of the
painter’s, the préachers of Christ’s
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Gospel are employed, from Sabbath. to
* Sabbath, and year to'year, in the cities
and countries of the world,, To pourtray
the person, work, and character of Jesus
the Son of God, so that men may know,
and trust, and love Him:as their Saviour
and their Lord,—to present the image of
an ever-living, ever-loving, all-gracious,
tender and merciful Redeemer to the
minds and hearts of their listeners, so
that he shall seem fo them the ¢ chief-
est among ten thousand,”—to- exhibit
Christ ag “ lifted up from the earth,”
in his atoning death upon the cross, and
to his place of intercession at God’s
right hand,—and to. offer that Saviour
to 12l who will accept of Him,—that

has been the Mission of his ministers’

ever since his advent : an enterprise of
no ¢rifling importance,, for its reward is
“ a crown:of glory that fadeth not away.”
The first time that a man, diyinely
taught by the Spirit, hears the Gospel,’
he is copscious, perhaps, of little.more’
than a brief sketch, a faint outline, of
the ¢ King-in-his beauty ;” he catches!
only a glimpse of the “land that is afar
offt” But as the truth is imparted in
“line upon line, precept upon precept,
here a little and there a little,” the image
of the Saviour becomes clearer and more
attractive ; though as yef, it may be, he
sees only as “through a glass darkly.”
Gradually, however, as the Spirit « takes
of the things that are Christ’s and reveals
them ” to his soul ; as he learns how
God became incarnate and stooped to
thé stable at Bethlehem ; how he lived
and suffered among us : weeping at our
graves, rejoicing ab our marriages ; and
was “touched with the feeling of our
infirmities,” as he follows the story of
his passion, through the gloom of Gethse-
mane, the indignities of the Judgment
hall, and the agony of the Cross ; and
as he thinks of him, now exalted, “ 4
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance
and remission of -sins” to ‘his people,
and to him, heis able torealise the hope
of a personal Redeenief, and to compre-
hend with all saints ¢ the truth as it is
“in Jesus.”

And what an effect that knowledge.of
Christ produces upon the life, character,.
and conduct of its posgessor ¢ Having
this-clear conception in his heart, ¢ he
is changed into the same image; from
glory toglory.” ¢ Having this hope, he
putifies himeelf” And when at last
his Lord appears, he shall perfectly
ll'lesemble him, “ for he shall see him as

e is.”

Have you, then, my readers, received
 The Truth” in this form into your
hearts . You niay have read the * his-
tory. of man’s redemption ” with com-
mendable zeal and diligence ; but the
truth, as % 4s ¢n history, will not save
you. “ The devils believe and tremble.”
You may have mastered the teachings of
your -catechisms, and becorse efficient
theologians ; but the mere truth in
doctring cannot win the affections, or
satisfy the heart. You may even have
conceived a passion, for the wsthetic
beauty of ¢ The Truth,” and: be able to
sing with Handel of the grandeur .of
“theMessiah;” or admire with Rubens
“The Descent from the Cross.” Bat,
my friends, it is not the {ruth ¢n music
or in painting, not even as it appears in
emblem, as at the Loxd’s table, that con-
verts ‘the heart, .and pacifies the con-
science. It is only when it pleases
God to.reveal his Son in you,” and you
are ablé to say, *I know in whom I
have believed, ¢ that you aré.really pos-
sessed of the truth as it ¢s in Jesus.” It
is not, believe this, or that ; bub put
your trust in & living, holy, divine per-
son for-salvation: ¢ believe in the LorD
-JEsus CaRisT, and thou shalt be saved.”
—~Olive Branch,

et

“ And He said, To-morrow.”

The plague of frogs is upon the land
of Egypt. Trogs are everywhere—in
their houses, upon their beds, upon their
persons, everywhere are the filthy, loath:
some creatures. Pharaoh feelsthe finger
of God, he is convinced of his sin, begs
Moses to entreat the Lord to remove
| the plague, and promises to obey God’s
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cbmﬁxand. Moses éa)'s, “ name the gef of God to cease their sin. Like
time ;” and Pharaoh says, ¢ To-morrow.” | Pharaoh, they refused to do so. Like

Wha.t a-strange, strange answer. A
man tormented w,lbh s loathsome: plague,

yot on being asked when it should be<

removed, he answers * To-morrow.’
‘Why is this? Does he mot wanb the
frogs: removed at once? Of course: he
does, but hie has promised to cease sin-
ning when the plague shall be removed ;
and hence, if the frogs are removed a’c
once, ab once he must cease to sin. It
is not because he wants the plaﬂue to-re-
main, but because e wants to sin-a little
longer, and ke says, *“To-morrow.” So
unwilling is he now to cease his sinand
obey God, that he is willing' to endure
a liftle longer ‘the presence of the filthy
creature.

¢« He said, To-morrow;” and that one
word -sealed his doom. The morrow
came ; and though the plague was re-
rioved, his heart was hardened. He con-
tinued in his sins. He began his swift
and sure course to utter ruin. The
plague of flies was placed in his path,
but it stopped him not ; on he went, for
his heart was hardened. The plague of
Iocusts was thrown in his way, buf it
stopped him nob ; on he went,. for his
heart. was hardened. The tenth, ‘the
terrible plague, which was the death of
all the first-born, was before him, but it
stopped him not ; on, on he went, leap-
ing over every obstacle and dashing
aside every obstruction, until a horrible
death closed 'his career.

Here we have Pharaoh’s sinning, his
being told by the messengers of God to
cease his sin, his refusing to obey, his
being threatened, his still continuing to
sin, his being afflicted, his seeing hissin
and promising to do right, his saying,
To-morrow, his heart being hardened,
and his doom made certain, his pressing
on, in spite of obstacles, to destruction.
This is a true picture of the life of the
vast majority of those who go from a

Christian land to dwell amid eternal

burnings.
Like Pharaoh, they sinned.- Like
Pharaoh, they were told by the messen-

Pharaoh, they heard the threatenings of
God. Like Pharach, they persisted in
their sin. Like Pharaoh, they were
'|afflicted. Like Pharaoh, they promised
to cease sinning. But when? Like
Pharaoh, they said, “To-morrow.” Like
Pharaoh, the morrow found their hearts
hardened and their doom sealed. Like
Pharaoh, they pressed or in the road to~
death. Though obstacle after obstacle
was placed in their path, on they press-
ed, for their hearts were hardened.
Though personal sickness, family afflie-
tion, and national calamity were thrown
in their way, on they rushed, for their
hearts were hardened, Though the
prayers of the church and the tears of
their parents and the blood of a Saviour
blocked up their voad, on, on they rush-
ed, on prayers and tears and blood, un-
til they plunged into the world of woe.

If the Spirit of God has not for ever
left you—if, in proof of this, you still
have some inclination to forsake your
sins and turn unto God, say not, A little
longer in sin. Say not ATittle more of
this world. Saynot, Another day, and
I will go. Thatis saying, ¢To-morrow.”
Jesus says, ¢ Come now. ; ccme to-day ;
come just as you are.”

—

‘When we are, upon any account, dis-
abled to follow our worldly business,
and taken off from it, we should spend
our time rather in the exercises of piety
and devotion, (in acquainting ourselves
with the works of God, and praising
him in them,) than in foolish, idle
sports and recreations. When  our
hands are sealed up, our hearts should
be thus opened, and the less we have,
at any time to do in the world, the
more we should do for God and our
souls. Whon we are confined to our
houses we should thereby be driven to
our bibles and our knees. Job xxxvii,

o

Those who -are prayerless are fearless

and graceless: Job xv.
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Prayer AnSW‘ﬂI‘ed-\'v
+Divénty iyedrs ago vthe: master of al

TR

cosisting-vessel was makirg'a' voyage' in,

the month -of \Jarusty, 'fiom the’ T(ynia
to. a.paut.in the north of Scotldnd.  "He.
wa taked in-ome:of ‘thoge’ 'wintex® galés
which almost every yeat'vidit Sur'ecasts,
&nd awaken our anxieties a'bdut 'those
exposed torthexy. . .l G-min

-v Im;*hig situation -every @1éce of kil |-

was blown fréin the ship;' and’ she. bie: |
came unmandgeable;:anid was ‘toséed and
driven ‘in ' conséquence; ~"Wiater thegan
to rige In. the hold,land'thd ~ma§ter*¥c6n-
idered: it his duty to<tell thesmall* orew
on boaid that thé' sbxp must. shortly
founder. ‘On hearing ‘this, théy ealnily
anticipated: parting fby- shaking hands:
The master, though‘ ot ‘a. ‘belidver dt
the time, recollected that he had a Bi-
ble in his berth, and told the sailors to
follow him inté'the’ éabm, upon the
floor-of -which -the waer “tyas: already
flowisig. : Having? never -befote " Prized
the- Seriptures; -éxcept with'the outward
respect-many’ well-trained peoplé show
fo them, he: did-not know wherd. 16' 160k
for a passagaisuitédrto thetime of’ need ;
‘but the Lord:avas withchimythotigh un,
seen,, and;led: himto openatPsa)mevn'
which; in-ohe. pdssage, speaks of:¢hose
wholgo‘down to-the sed dn- ehlps :and
cry to God: in..4heir -distress; and aré
brought into. the haven: of* rekt..” With
such'encouragement.. he: prayed, though | «
a greati. trial: for -him to: do so ‘before:
othérs: for the fixst time. . IR
After prayer, he.remembered: ! thut
there was a spare piece:of sail yet loft. in
thé..shib, and ‘at .once sueceeded.in
“: 'blendmg it-on” for a try-sail, or-storm:-
sai
helm, the vessel was kept from driving
in -shore until- the storm passed over,
then were they broughti to. their desired
haven in safety. : :
- The master has, ‘for' many ‘years since
thlSLdehverance, ‘been, onetof those:who
“cill Jesus TLord; to the iglory -of God
the Father ;” and his calm recourse: to
zeading-and prayer;.when the conveni-

("

\.

‘With this sdil, by control of .the |

ence was that of o cabin filling with |

e
JD )l l “'L Ty AR

. remembrancer; ‘should *we. be ' triéd

ea-water,?and the ciftimstanbes vaffl ;
clent to deprive him of the necessary |
equaniiity; day:to’ 'sofic of us aride as |

-either'by perily of “th kea of "potils bf
tha'-city. - Whogo 1§ iwise, and “will '

observe these things, even they' shall -

2
RICEY & o 'x'h' ol LIRS L

IS SR IR 1'-!1 lox
The Wild: KOo&’dﬂs Conversion,
L. With a.gun'throvn Gver his shoi:l:ler

KI

full of" ammunmon, % "wild * Koordish
wolntdinger taméd Géweipis, mede his
appearance ‘at ‘the: Westorian Midsion

-understand the lovingkindness of the ,
: | Loxd."==Londdn Oha'zstzém ok ._-x. :

a dagger at his  side, and with his: bolt |

School. * He was"known tobe dné of '

SChOOl‘ 1% RV AN L 2T L
want you'should teach hbr,” said hé 16
Miss Figks; thd mlsswnary supermtend-
ent ‘of theséhodl.

“ Oh,, yes, I will,”
“shema,y stay:” !
neT Want you 'to teachi her Juqt as'well
8 you-can ; niakeder a good teacher so
that she can earn money:”

“ Yes; X shal¥ @ a'wellas I -can- by
heri| Tsdhatlall you wanbe. .

~«T-ghould Yike: to’ take’ the clothes
shehas gn? oo
L W'hy, Deacon- Gewerms, are you her
fatheér? +Is she-your child? - I «never
héardiof sich.athing: Take herclothes?
Yés, ‘you may'if” you Wlsh to, but i
haven't any clothes for- hér.”
He was ashamed, and holdmg upx}us
Yunic with both hands before his face,
waid, I think Fll-go.” ceowr e

was the- Ije})ly ¥

Koord again erossed the deep_sngws:of
the mountain.’ -passes, aild presented"hzm—
self atitheé:school Itkvas Just ata hmea
when'a teligiots a\vakemng Had' set if,
anid manfof the guls Were weeping over
sin: * Hesridicaled thisl anxze},y, “aiid

T want to Tédve my glrl ‘hereahd I ‘

when his daughter asked him to go

the, vilest of the Nestotians, but now 1is -
‘broughtt ‘his "eldest -dsughter, pérhaps
bWelvé of thirteen yedrs of agé,” and |
bégged's, that she m:ght be taken into the |

Sore time paased away; and.the-wild
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‘malonwvnth her-to -pray;~he-laughed-at:
-ber; andisaid,, Do you not, think I too:
can.pray ¥’ . .o au e
They went by \thomsenga.,. .The fa~
#her repeated his-form of ancient: Syriacs;
ithe ¢hild bowed dewn, pleaded fop her:
:own soul, and then..for, her perishinfr
fathervans < owo o e
from going . down to destruction,” he;
raised his hand to strike her, but God .
elone kept him from it. They left the

plage-of prayer;.apd, he. wag nop ledJ;o‘

1.again, that-day, ieven-hy his. pleadmg
daught;er N TR

. After this other members Qﬁ the st-
sion.family- talked to hxm,but he laughed
at them, saying, ‘1 am.safe.”
. “d.see-you don’t wish me to speak
Wlth -you of yourrsoul. .d promise you
thatLwill gever do so.apain, if;you- do
not wxsh me to-but.I wantyouto make

me one promlset, +when we stand. ab.the | .

bar of God, and you are found on.the
left.hand, promise me that you.will tell
the.assembled universe that:. on,this
twenty-second:day of February,yoli were
told of your danger I Ieave. “you #o
pray. for.you.”

With a full heart she turn,ed away;
when he burstinto tears, and said, ¢ My
sister,. L need. this salvation. = I will go

.Ag he heatd ‘her say, ‘¢ Save m y father ’
]

| anything else..

and pray for myselt.”

]?a.sssmnr into the nearest room,, in a
low voice he lifted up-his;heartin pray-
er, and not, long after, as it was the; Sab-
bath, he ent,ered the place of solemn.
a.ssembly where. Missionary Stoddard |
was, preaching. His gun and dagger
werq gous, his turben had fallen over
his face,. his. hands were raised -to. his
eyes, and the, big tears fell.

At the close of the. serw.ce he enbered
the study .of -one of the missionaries, «nd
cried in the bitterness of soul, <My |
sing! my sins/l they are hjgher than i
Jelu.mountains.” ; . - TR

+4Yes,” said ‘the mxssxonary, % but, 1f |
tha tires.of hell. should. be: put Qut; you,
would nog,be troubled, monld you? ?" '

Then. .the strom - mountas,neer wa§
bowed to-the ﬂoor, andexclaimed; * St ’

g L g oo LD oedw
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Lwould not carry this load of sin y"

there weve O TBIE™ ™ 1%
‘Themispionary pointed. hamrto CHfist,

and then loft hirh tiil.tho morning, when

-his goul: svas full of..the love of Christ,

and all he could Say .was, “My great ;
"Before

sins. and:. my :gueat’, Saviour.”
npon ha, hadleft.for his mountain home;
saying,. “I. must. tell my friénds bnd
neighbors of sin and of Christ..

.Ever after as he. eitered the. passes
among, the. rocks with_Testamerdt and
hymu-book.in hisknapsagk,.le was.sure
to.be,found. singing ““ Rock.of Ages cleft
for-me,;? andswhen hé:sat déwn! byithé
fountain. side,. he was evet réady toburst
forth.in: saying;..¢ There is. a fountain

.| filled with blood.” _He warned all \vhom

hé met and. pomtgeﬂ them to! Chuist.—
Frogn “Fadelza‘ Fsalfé " ,
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Is this You? '

BY THB AUTHOR ‘OF. ' IOW. T0. ENTER.INTO REST.”

“ Well, cerfainly I.am. niof what I
oncewas....No;doubt there. was-a time
when L. sznd T'believed Twas. converted,
hut_that was many years agd, and 1
should say that: what I felt then was
more. the result of circumstances than of
Many. .a. mah'of senge
and experience-canlook back upon what
he now sees %0 have been nothing more
than & temperary excitément.

“ Would I rather not remember it4
Ko;; I'have no dislike to:the subject. I
merely look upon it.as a niental phase
left behind with many other things
which advancing life shows to be tran-
sitory-and narrow-mmded » -

And you now regard youraelf with
| great. complacency. You have in your
(own mind just stryck upon the happy
medlum,.gomfr neither to the one .ex:
treme nor-the other. :No vne has any-
thing to-say. against you.
family you are all they can desire—
kind, loving, steadfast, dependable.
Your friends most Jjustly, esteem and re-
spect youjdindeed, many of them feel
you:are far, beyoncl ‘thewselves, come-to’
Yowvin their troubles and dlﬁlcultms,.

DR ST
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* To your own' .
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1 accept and sametimés. aven follow youwrs
. advige, and sprsk of. ypu.ab wondexfu]ly,

‘ goo,d anﬂ Upngilt' bighly superior 0.
' vhemselved ,Moreove;, you ha.ve -a real:
. regard fop: mhglon; ydu- expeg‘b qa,vamon
. through Christ;alond ; you respect: Sux.,”
. day, and attend church and .6.9‘3,8-(510!19,1-
| lyJook.at. your Bibleig you. wish.any one.
' goodsspeed in.any .religious. work that |
 they.nndertaké;; but for yourself natur
" rally;you do ndt.care to go sofar,; . |
- .So far ‘as what?...You.wish 'ta be
éaved,,and you look foisalyation: - through:
the-Tord; Jesus Christ % Undou‘pted;(y
Ah! that is where it, is.
- willingly™ take the, salvatw,n which is
offgred. you, yéu ‘will willingly, be:saved,
from the; just judgment; of :God,  but,you
will not:d6 bne thing:for Him who guf:
fered ‘death; 'and!.agony,  and. bitter
shame( to-savé.you. : You grasp the.gift,
—it iy comfortable to feel safe for eter-,
nity—-and, you turn your back’ ipon,
the.Giver. True, in public assemblies,
where it ‘is the correct thing to gwn.
Him, you:do. it ; but from any nearsight,
of’ hlm you tum away,. ¢ lest_you shoiild
suffer persecutiondo. ‘the cross of Christ.”
Tt.3vaes nat so- once—not at the time
wheh you wers .conyerted—that, tjme,
which; now looklmr ‘back. upon it you
deseribe as-onlya, passing exclteme}lt .
.Just f"lor a.fow moments. iry, to’ take
yourself back, and to,remember the joy

- that welled up in your héart, and the

strong .feelmo that even death could not
pazt.yon- from your Seviour. .., It, would
have heen easy to die for the One who
301 loved  youy amdr W,hom, you. then 80
ioved and in your .thirst, for, morg of
Hl(rln you eagerly turned, fo His, Word
and to those, who_ already knew.
to find. out His 1%'111 a‘n(fl(\}j ;plgute,,ﬂt;ﬁi
you: might knoy. EJQ{ more and more,
and .show your. gre, itude by your, Tife,
mly, dg,g\th cou‘ld not, haqe pard ei
you from  Him,:,but wh,at that most
d:;ea&ed enemy, copld nof, do, casugl, or-
dmary life: has done For months, pos
y years yon followed Him, ' only
fseling that,you cold,no, ¢35, o0 peat
, an

the mtimacy an the sym-

f

You.will z

!

* e

:'Uu [AR0 (S TN IT I ) R

paﬁhy grew, ;Itlwaa tao..good- news; to
keop:to. yourgelf, this, ?ajet;txo . wongder
of redeeming:love, and there. was no;zg-.
fmlmng from t’elhng,,.theae things &0,
xgnr O®Dn, pgople, from; somg, of whom
yau had, to bear ;with. indifference and
shg t';.00. Indmg of 1t‘4mqngst those;
iyou,lived with and met in bugy life;,
‘no ghrinking from turning from, amuse-,
nients.and plates,.of . xesorf, wlm;h had. |/

. [ bitherto mada your plessure,, hut shich

then you; could, hot;; afford'to atfend, just.
because, they. clonded; ,rathel that 1e-
vealed Jesus toyouwesoul, .0 . FE

How ‘was;'thig, .but that your ‘heart;
'wap filled with Him.?. HIS. pregence.cast
aside 4ll; that 'vas slnful all that was
wrong; all that was even doubtfu], that
weas a hindrance to a Christ-like hfe,
that did not help.it on. ;.

Will you_be-honest, enough to.answer,
ong guestioni.truly to. yourself? 7 . Was,
that 2 happy time or not. *, Were yous ever
before, or have,you, evae;: since heen,, sat-
igfied .as.you, then were?' You may.not
wish,, you may not.care tq_be different
now from what you are; but was  there
not a time when, if ,you could have
looked forward and seen yourself. as Jou
are now, your heart would have; cried
ont. in its,bitterness, apd your.one pray-
er, would have been,. “God forb1d »

“No physical. agq)ny could ha,ve been
so .great asthe thought, that’ you. 'would:
deny, your, Savxgnr thps—for you, have
denied Him. How,‘ did it begin? T
know not, and, yery possibly. you, may
not, know yourself, bug. i mus}, have
bqen in, some. very. .subtle Vary, . Way
that Saten. hgmuled you. ., He will not
come }9 | boid open, confhct, ]qub he. en-
tmes Jittle. ;By,, Little. 1adua11\y aud
slowly you relaxed, Wlth many Self -Tex
px;oaches atjj st, angis seeklpg to excuse
¥o urqe -com wniop; Wlbh hmst

was, the fi rst to f.; I{)myer and reatl-
ing bebame 8 orm,L d. then 'cedsed.
atan gave such pl usxh e arr*uments fpr
ong, thing and, apot ther., %y conice&mg
some n;mor point’ yeu boped to, make
the gospel more attracpye to anot er—

to show that, though 2 Chnsblan, you

- —
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“were still Tiberal-ininded. And yout |
firkt: Gotcessions  were ot flagratit; ofubly:y
péatiaps only intpoints thatiare congid-:
etddy ¢ dotbtfal? « guestionshle” ands

; Fonp” - Bubicisitis. those:
dotbtful things-thdt decids ug as-stromng,
orwealk Chyistinhs; hiid by 'givityy'way!
inroitd smdlluthing after another, ‘ehioh:

© domes ‘tofesl miturals; vatid the hext,
© efsiory dnd beford: wo know; we have:

slidlaway; sind conscience ismuchistifled.
¥bit 40 'not mind! rememiboring your
conversion? Willt{iou; then; for . shorb

* time gitve youiwhold:hdartand nind to
. it% Suppose that- this. i8' the mightrof

yburdeath; the sonterice 'has irtévota-
blygone forth ; to-night yowappear e

© fotg God: + Whichi part ofyoun:difd; if
. yotr'eould choose, would: youl'svish»to

ctab o e

prefentito- God? © Y
Suppose you are ina-hotise Where

. ¢rushinig-$otrow has ehtéred.: You, but

6f yourléving hedrt, would/like:tobriig
éomforty Will you seek:td find-itfrom

- among the octupitions-and" arausements

of thé'latér years, or fromi?Hhe! stiength
and'light that-guided yowsin that-far
gomeime? v T oot v o s
“"¥ou yeurself dre: in dangef. - Wheébe:

does- your heart flashi for - depéndetice
and'saféty? - v 0 - op weoon

" Trohle coudés-to- you! ! Yo becle
freedortt, ‘and, perhaps forgetfulniess; in
your ‘present dife. Does it bless' ou
and" make you' betterdigrdoss it make:
you bitter, 'and-still utisatiéhed, hankes
ing aftér you'know not what?! And
does ot your heart, sometimes-uibid-
Qe travel back'to the years dgo; when:
troiible bYought & present Saviour neai-

er—wheén it bound ‘you' ‘eldser to Hitii}
eloser-thitl béfore~2when youdivelt 1P
the day"long’ ih Him, ‘and tliér’é“f?'hﬁi}
all you feeded ™ - . o clwo.

"0, i nothing ‘amids: with' youl2eall
shinig brightly otivpidly, dnd et you
arg'niot satishiéd s nbiv and then'd Flippse
of st péxfebt' Sitisfactiby, it Another
thian yotirlelf; srtets yout soul;and you
1438 -p"3' ook, o’ béin o conversativn,
10 hide"from' ffourself that your' dot o

" This 1§ otis sido there

, ; Iverois angtlier ™
Havg you' thought-howall thesoigears |
Yot Saviout s bpen g’viwiﬁ for you;
{lohgingodor youn hetitn senlling 'you. |
jmiessagey tHrough people,iand books,4nd! |
iweimotie'; thraugh heartpiiskeand panps |
‘oft-whith; nobody bub'ydundlf kuows?
and all'this that Ho.may-hdve ‘the jop
‘of folding you to, His Héarband blessing
you: #«Hiseyeshehold ths childvelwof
‘men.” 1:Rerhapsion you. théy urefurhed
‘with the-same Jook that He gave Peter
‘when he-denied ‘his' Liord, just-bs Fou
‘ato doingmow. +“Vol-arel His, redesniod
with-Hig precioushlood, sought!outiand
.washed and ‘cleansedy’ and’ydu thave
‘wanderbd awdy, fraway from Himydhd
arefcovered with mife‘and clay; and &te
too{ashamed. *to- ook: Him ‘in the face!
Yet Hé isofollowing.ydu. .. -Witliyoullet
Hitifindiyouk—not to-put you ih a haid
sdhoollofiaffliction to-teach yow notsto:
strdy Tagain, buf 46 ldy you on His
shouldex;xejoicing aver you;so. that you
will feel-that: you:can not'longer. grieve
'stich love-again, Oh! if.you will nbt
teburnifor your owhnrsake, voturi: forhid 1
'8t fothing to. you- that Jesus, tHe
Sonof the mightyGod:of heaven*atid:
aarth, < bedeeches—you- to-be irecticiled
to1@ed”: Don’t.disuppoint-Him., How
often. haveyou-turned away " from "thbt
face, /5o full of sorrowt anf love: foryoil,
Woir't you to-day=<eventhis day-=thrn
to'Him? Never mind:.if .you-Have' o
worde: - Helooks: iyt yair théart, and
soes there the very first tirn fowards
Himgelfy and the feeblest, most fedring,
Tiost iptiorant, most- selfiskt-feturd, will
He weléomie; not with-upbraiding; bt
withiwidg-stretched arms of love. - Oh}
will Fou not-rurndfite thiem?’ + Vo i/
think yott-dre-oply-fif 1o geb the-place
S’ maehir-setivaiits s his welcoid &
so'full of'a FatHer'y'btrongth and1gve
that ouwillhave no'powst to-spéak:of
thiitHorly powdr )6 feel' that yoir -are
dgaity blest—again fn-thehbartof Tesus
“Lhorin clowned witHthE-6réwn; of fop-
ﬁ%ne’ék’."““‘ W ooneh el b.s..«:_)fx
o .
-1 'Fow'cannof resist such fove.. The

%’.
desie Sijeh thetighys > ot Lo mald
”’."{ Jieoo ! 3 L Wl e e [vid

Eotd ' Jesys: is ?Io'ngmg ko7 rdoetve Yot
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back, He bids you look at_ the days
vkien youi ‘werb His—at’ the * sad* #an;
derings and sin sinco—at J{m o’ 16V8
andl dontpassion’ for "you, - % yet tited
out, and, Hp says, Com b cl& to Me.”

‘Him this
a gatll' our-

oy on’é .with'£o
?ta,e Ieﬁi&t“ The,

gelf ¥’ 611‘ ﬁrh
fact“’ fave take, "the trofible fso
reaﬂ this s}?oﬁs it a&i Back ‘m your
fenrt “do Belitve ‘the 8 is & fréat hvh-
gy th be's 4 éﬁn ui Hls grims -, ol
g tliat % ohgf} yotlr pregent h{’e passes
awéy‘ thé’tlme, of it ddes ot by, &6
to pebls,’ for’ 1t

" ﬁ”e'nnch yolir heart."”
l_ﬁ there be joy in heaven i‘ox you.
Think df'thie past'thitk of the present
“tbmk of’ thg fubtie I Al you' need
1s,1n one’ word,* Jesus—-Jésus himself|
2t pe‘rsonal Sa‘vmur—af)ersonal Friend.
Will H8'bo o 16 you,' whid'havée thus
éifed and atrayéd——who have thu$ fhs-’
graced Him, and. shametl yourself v
" Listen ‘to What He-says  Hete is a
épeclbi wird for you, Wn pn particular- |
Iy for ydu— Refurn, | "babksliding Ts-
racl, for T amy madriried wiito you™ !
CHY il & boud be ‘nddhsi Oh!
tuir 10 Him, even ad He tumed to you,
and hve‘b the oond nioye closely than
gv&rbefore froe x‘” R

W u"u-,
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' Who,shéu Delivenme; foom | the

-Body of this Death.?
One ‘of .the’ most. blessed discoveries

made by the child.of:God who has been-
fayoured to enter iritothat. experience

which fisisometimes called fhe “Higher
Chriktian Life,” is.that.of its wonderful
coiformity to Scripture. ~Text' aftei

$ext, apd ipromise.after promise, which. |

omz'e werd so obscure and.perplexing,
¢ome out-into marvellousi:dlearnéss. un-

| der the heavenly light whichinow is

dhed upor them, The Blessed, fruth. of

© sanctificatidlt by faith’ so- llumines ity

dotlténts; :thit the! Bible seems almost
fora tlme tobetome.a new book aghin,
Just-aslit did onck!: before, when first:the

| Gyely wereropened to seesin ity pagesitho

tud RETIRIS S wral ™ S i ge s

AU

¢s ok satxsf —does '
¥ P | way of sanctification’ by faith;' T often

| l?a,ul

glonous truth of mshﬁcatwn by faith.

' And{ peiliajy; howhere does thid néw
illumination bring out more ‘wonderful
teachiri, 'than when' it shines” on the
oiy o the Cliridtiani] in the last. part of
thie-sevenith chapter of Romans, and thb
triﬁmph'a’nﬁ angiver'to that'ery.

2t is when! the’ poor ‘beliéﬁ‘ei', 16vmg
hbliness 'and libting sm, is yet sinable td

iy hold Bf'this one, ‘and findy himself

Bbund by’ thig ‘othét, that he cties outiin
atiguish 6f spisit, « @ hwibtehiod Han that
t'am, who 'shall ‘deliver me*‘ffom ‘the
body of this-deathigs i * v ymb

In the'days ‘of: 1wy’ 1gxiorance ‘of the

| wondered Why that question: “Had evor
bién ssked, &iice'T thought: Panl vinust
halve’ kno*vm that fn- this 1ife thers Wwas
osuch deliveranceto be found.s He
dettainly « was’ awhre, ' Draéasontd, thit
this “hody of death,” b the “old- inang*
“inder which-he groaned wastalwaysito

' dwell Within- himdnd fetter him; and'
that; until dedth should felease him from ‘

its Hatsful presenca' lie need' not loole
forany release.® And 'yet continually
:the fact sfared md i xm the face; that-Rawl’
‘had-asked ‘that questxon, and,  Had' an
swered:it too; a8 thovgh e really !
lieved-there was's way r of dtheranCe

.~ Then, aghin, why did he'ask, - Wiht .
~.|'shall deliver mé v "Whydid hemiof ta

*|thier i sayy 14 Wikt shall deliver me?”
'And:answel td'this, “I thank God, dis-
cipline andsgrowth shall do ’lt’partlally,
‘and:death shall‘ constimmate the:deliver-
anée”t  Did he not know ‘that ‘this'was
the.only way-=a gradual ‘process of get!
ting rid-of part of 1t by obedience and:
‘cross-bearing, and finally: 8 full and pev-
fectreleaseat death?” " - -

And how many souls unconscxously
reason justas I.did? Thete never was:
a Christian. heart yet.that. did not long
for this deliverance : néver one that di
ot hate.the bondaga intowhick “thelaw
of sin in its members”? was contmua,lly
bringing it. And T believe it is'sife
to:say, thab.every ichild of God has, ot
ane. time or: anol;her, echoed. that cry- 0f
<O wretched tham $hat I amy

[N T v, ;.)_ .- ( t
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whq phall dehver me from the body oi‘
this.death?” |, .. .

.. But generally they echo lt w,xthout,
a.ny hppe of its ever being answered.,
They look upon it as.an. inevitable con:
dition of our hpman, nature, that this
“Dbody of, death? is. to be alifelong com-
panion and torment ; an: mward enemy,
always:alive and, alert, always seeking
opportunities to betray usinto the hands
of our adversary;. the devil, and often
finding them. Of pourse, ,such a cry. of
despair cannot be answered, and accord-
ing to-their faith it is, unio. them

But there are. others who see a_deliv-
erance promised them, in. the Seriptures,
and who feel that they cannot rest un-

@ wha ” mth an
lessness

Tbis, mdeea, 8 guestlpn that qan never
he answered "

 There i isno ffzzngt tedn eﬂ'egt thls de-
hvete.nee\ 'On]f_Yla erson. can perform
such'a mighty, wor]é;? and, thig LPerson
the; Son of God elong Wl}en,th oul
comes know whe at hqs led
all other Ways. ana has founc'f them vam,
when everythmg has feiled ntteﬂ,y and
hopelqssly, thén it begms 1o, ery, out in
its despau- "« Who, shall dehvex: g3 P
And to'this ¢gry the angwer,is, very near
at hand, “I thank God, fhrough Jesus
Christ my Lord.”

To the questmn, « Wkat shall dehv—

everrmcreasmg hope-

til they find it. They read the decla-|ar?” there may be. many answers .The
ration thet our “old man is crumﬁed, Church has found, many, as she thinks,
with Christ, the.t the body of sin might ]The convents, and monasteries of the
" be destroyed that henceforth theyshould;, Romish Church, are standing mérokials
not serye-sin,” and they see further that ' of her vain attempts to answer it. Many
; zhggd arfdcommandgclo to pui off z}ﬁls oTu: fcm tehamest 1souls s L dmzlbt(:1 not, l;)as ﬁ?se 13
1 old man, an « n new , te thes aces, goaded on =
- mean, which, ;fter Godpuls Ocreatid in :ways toemfentmfg a?ng‘ always ug;nswered
whteousness and true hohness And | question, ¢ WW7iat shall dehver e from.
they ec}lllo this t?ryﬁOf df;he apostle’s with. Ithe;3 b:dg) glfl ]ns d«;at.h ?"" Wi hall d
some’ hope of finding an answer. W e question HO s e-
But they make the m}stake of echoing  liver me?” there-can be but one: answer.
it xg;l(llafv?‘t% gltera‘u](;)], tfogl tllieg;hsay, gery ﬂ(’;‘hnsti%n lgleart mstt;ngmﬁely
instead o 0,” *“ What sha ver | knows this a Person Is eliver
:geé” (zlmd some sp,ez;i :;ﬁlfetn:;:e tm try)Thng : is, Dg. ;an b% g;lt ;)neé and thattgne the
try 1;11 a:)rtgsgfe rmodesr, lifi%:hveran:g Wg come:l%:) the ]lgsbmt oi(‘ia:]gf;é « %E,roi”
They try earnest Christian work. They the answep vordes at once, and" all our
try. carefil study .of the Scriptures, and }troubles ate at an'end. Our hearts-cery
the:continued discovery of mew truths. fout joyfully, “I .thank God, through
- They try are(;olm‘,l01:;351,1 and egorts, and | J esusvahr(Jisei;‘ ourdLorg » and v:leuﬁbxf
prayers, and .wréstlings. . Sométimes., ourselves délivere esus:can-do;i
they i1y cross-bearing, and even penan-, wenone,of us.doubt $his-—ard He alovle.

ces. Tach mode thus tried: will: seem to | And since He is the very One:provided

give a momentary deliverance, ard. the
sonl rejoices that now at last it has dis-
covered the thing that answers its.ques-
txon, of “ Whaiy sha.ll deliver me.".’
But these momentary: deliverances are
gone almost before they have. héen en-

Jjoyed; and the:bld cry has to.be taken,

t6 do.it, what 3 mighty encoprfagement
wehave to-come and have it done. We
‘want this deliverance, and we see,. Jt
., promised ;. Jet s have if.then.” -

But how? 'This is now,the, grand
question.: I would:xéply, How. do_we
ever get.any spiitual blessing?, What,

e

up again, with.a s4dder. and. more de- is the way. God has. am‘anged fTor usqto
spairing heatt than evef. . But stﬂlthey apprehend. or lay ‘hold of any of fhose
do, iot see, the mistake in, their question,; | things:for which ;iwe aré apprehended .of
and they continually relterate their | Christ Jesus ? There s, of course, 'but

—er o s . o e et o it e i e e e . ooy = 2
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“one ¢ answer to this questlon It has
dlways ‘been by faith. “tht things
soever ye desire wheri'Vé pray, believe
that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them.” ~Everything we have ever re-
ceived in the past we,haye gbtained by
asking and truahno nd everyfhmg,
in the future is to bé obtained in the
samg way. . Above.all things, this;
nowhere. lee is faith.sa absolutely es-
seritial as in finding this deliverance.
Axd. nowhere else does God’s rule so
absalitely apply, “.According to thy
faith; it shall. be untd thee.” e
¢ Bup what sort. of faith?” will be the

mlsed"’——H VV S m London Oln {s-
tian. S f

B R n' oo

e CAAEE
A Young Convert’s Qﬁesnon.
A Christian was zeceptly sittingin a
railway car, wajting, upon: God, for the
guidance of his Spirit, as to Tow to im-
prove the opportunity, when his -eyes
rested on a young man, the head of a
Iatge factory, with whom he’was slight-
ly aqquamte&. Taking a seat by .’ms
side, he entered into the affairs of the
factory, and graduglly Jed him easily

and naturally to speak of lub own relig-
ious experience.

1 have late]y, said the younfr man,
“ commenced to read the Bible every,

next qubstion; and how ‘am I to exer
cisei'it.2..1 John.w. 14; 15, answers
this question. Wehave here the.whole
pracess of faith clearly stated. “And |evening before, going .ty slecp, but,” he
fhis, i8 the confidence that. we havé in ad&ed *1 cannot compxdxend it.  Last
Him, that if we ask anything according , night T closed it with a dyapaumo feel-
to. his will, He, heareth ns; and if we,ing, and said to myself, ¢ Well, I can'’t
know that He hear us; n.hatsoever weé understand it. I Lope its meaning will
ask, we know thaf we HAVE tho peti: Ibe some time opened to me.’”
tions that ive, d}asmed of Him.”. Notice, The hearl, prepared by waiting upon
that it"is %dve; not will lave. “There is| God for his guidance, was thus led to
an infinite distance between these two. |the very one in that car who was lono‘-
Follow this process,. then, you who |ing for dehveram’ée, and it was not
desire to experience this deliverance, ,stranfre that in a conversation, almost as
and you will find thé-work done. Set~ brief as that of Philip with the Ethic-
tle it first that you really desire to be,pian treasurer, the young man was Ted
delivered from “the body ‘of this death.” |to see the plan of redemption, and to
Settle it tiext that it'is in accordance believe in Jesus as a present Saviour.
with His will that you should be deliv- ,When this point was reached, the-sim-
ered! Then ask for it. * And then be-ple question was put—-
lieve that you do. receive if. And you, ¢ Believing thus in what the Scrip-
have God’s word for it that you smaLy , tures teach about Jesus, are you willing
HAVE IT ! to believe also what Jesus says about
The way is just as simple and plain | yourself2”
as it is possible for a way to be. “VWhat is that 7" he inquired.
Desire, ask, believe that you receive,l “It is just this,” was the reply.
and you shall have. . ‘“He that “believeth hath everlastmg
And then, having believed, never life;” “is not condemned ;" “ shall not
suffer yourselves to “doubt again. Do come mto condemnat,wn "o passed
not for a moment forget that God's in- , from death unto life.” .[‘hus» are the
variable rule is, Accordmg to your, words of God’s Book about all who, like
faith it shall be unto you,’ " and let \‘lhdt younself, call Jesus in sincerity Lowp !
else fall that may, see to it that you, You may, in the midst of all the confu-
keep up a stcadfast and unfailing faith. ;sion of this car, and while surrounded
Beloved, let us, oh ™ do “let us hold’ by strangers, as truly as though you
fast the pxoﬁ:Ssmn of oui faith without were alone with God in the &eu.rt ac-
wavermfr ‘for He i$ faithful that pro. cept this g great salwauun as yours.’

e . Sy o 02
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Then and ‘theré, amid 2l the dm,
Christ spoke pardon to a trusting soul.
After mu&nghthoughtfuﬂy' he-grasped
his compapion’s hand, and said— .

T dp believe”

Then after 4 few moments, he in-
quired with deep earriestnéss—

“ But will this trust in Christ Teep

- me jrom. sinning dgain #’

. This is a close, searching question to
usall, as we look back upon our soul's
hlstory, since the day that we trust-
ed Christ for pardon. Has the faith
weo then placed in Christ kept us from
sinning? = Has our faith in Christ
claimed 2ll of the salvation which He
is Teady to bestow? Is there any ‘defi-
ciency in the plan of redemption, or in
the power of Christ, that we, have not
been preserved from constanﬂy repeated
transgression ? .

The answer to that younn‘ man was—

“ Christ is a Saviour from everything,
in accordance mth the written word,
for which the sbul can trust Him,
You have, by faith, taken Christ for
pardon, and your soul is at once freed
from God's judgments for sin, and freed
from an evil consciencé. You find, al-
ready, that this has a tendenc¢y io maLe

you hate sin, but you will find remain-

and m jjeet From Jalling.” -—-'R P. S m
Eondon Ohrzstu;n NN

.:.’ f e toa .L .
vame Résources Never
' Exhausted ] o

Mis.. Beec’her Stowe relates: a,stnkmv
incidént, which once gave to a speech
which Frederick Douglas was delivering
a startling ahd :almost overwhelming
power. Dotglas ‘was descanting, in his
usually 1mpassxoned manner, upbn:’ the
wrongs and inideries of the negho. race.
‘Warming with this subject, and'waxing
more and” mmore indignant with" their
persecutors,” he: seelmed to lose ‘all pi-
tience, and at:last'said, they must hence:
forth. trust in ‘the strenoth of -their own
right arws, seeing that it was in vain
otherwise to-hope forideliverance. At
this ‘moment there arose a tall, -aged
negress, who, while pérfect sx]ence
reigned through thé hally.said, in & voice
riot loud bub ‘de€p, whxch thnlled ‘every
heart in-that-excited: 'lssembly, «. FrP/Z-
erich, is God'dea(l ?” Core

-, ey

v —~Does 1 want overtake me af any pat—

ing an immense propulsion of yourticular place or ab any given puint’of
being towards certain kinds of sin, from time? I neeu not trwel fo find Him
which the faith sv Jar exercised will not | who can supply it, Iam alre'zdy in Jis
wholly keep you. .Apply this lesson of temple—not, indeed, in the ® hu]y of
faith, that what you trust: Christ jor s hoh(.s,” but at its threshold « My
yours; and, as you have cume to the,lather:, house™ is around me; and
Lord deﬁmtcly to blot out. all your,though not in the state .xpartment, yeb
tranwressmn:, 50 now come again to,one of its “many mansivns” I am’al-
Him for a ‘clean heart® and “a right ready occupying. Tt was the devout ex-
spirit.”  Faith in Jesus ovelwmunh[chmatlon of Jacob, “Surely the Lord is
the world” as surely as it bLrings par- | in this place,” when fat distant from the
don. Can you not plead, Thuu hast camp of his kindred, with the. lonely
delivered my soul from death., wilt, wilderness around hm)J gazing upon the
thou not deliver my ject jrum fulling, rich canopy of an eastern sI\y We may
f,hat I may walk before God in the land | visit oceans where a sail has never heen
of the living?’ And can you not ask it unfurlea or o, vessel wafted,—we may
in such faith that you shall be able o, roam in deserts which have never echoed
say, ‘Return unio thy rest, O’ my svul,, with the melody of huinan conveme —
for the Lord hath dealt bountifully but there is His open car, Tis unc]uml
with thee ; for Thou Zust deliveted my ,eye, His un’omng, hand—"Man is dis-
soul from death, mine eyes from tears, tant, but God is near. b Milner.
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A SERMON ON A GRAND OLD TE};T.'

““This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
6.

ners, of whem 1 am chief.”’—1 T1u. i. 1

Our short homily shall begin with
the doctrine cf the text, and we will
handle it negatively. Notice that our
text does not say that Jesus Christ has
come to compliment, to encourage, and
to foster the independent spirit of right-
eous men. Itis not written that he hes
come to tell us that human nature is not
50 bad as some think it to be, or that he
has come to commend those who are
self-reliont and intend to fight their own
way to heaven. Here is not a word of
the kind; and, what is more, there is
not a word like it in the entire Book of
God. There is no encouragement in
Holy Scripture to the man who depends
upon himself for salvation, or who im-
agines or conceives that eternal life can
spring out of his own loins, or can be
wrought out by anything that he can do:
and yet our human nature loves to do
something t¢" save itself. I don’t know
that I ever felf my blood boeil so with
indignation, nor my heart melt so much
with pity, as when I went to see the
Sancta Scala, at Rome, the holy stair-‘
case down which our Lord is said to
have been brought by Pilate. On those
very stairs Martin Luther was crawling
on his knees, trying to find pardon for
his sins, when the text came to him,
¢ Being justified by faith we have peace
with God.” I stood at the foot of those
marble stairs. They are very high, and
they are covered with wood lest thel
knees of the faithful should wear them
out, and this wood has been worn away
three different times by the kneelers. :
1 saw men, women and children—little
children, t0o, and-aged women, go- |
ing' up from step to step upon their
knees to find their way to heaven. Oni
the first step there is a little hole in the

touched it with their forcheads; the
middle and top steps are favoured im,
the same manner. It was an awful re-
flection to me to think that those poor
creatures really believed that every
step their knees knelt on there were so
many days less of purgatory for them ;
that every time they went up the stairs
there were so many hundreds of days of
deliverance from their sins. Ob, if they
could but have understood this text,
“ This is a faithful saying, and worthy
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners,” that
men are nob saved by crawling upon
their hands and kneess or by penance
and self-inflicted misery—what a bless-
ing it would have been to them, and
how they would have turned with scorn
from those infamous impostures with
which priests seek to mislead and destroy
the souls of men. No, the Scripture
does not say that Jesus came to encour-
age the righteous and to help those who
are their own saviours.

Note, again, that it does not say in
the text—Jesus Christ came to help
sinners to save themselves. Theie is a
gospel preached which is very like that;
but it is not the gospel of Christ. The
poor man who was wounded on the
road to Jericho was found by the Sarmari-
tan half-dead. Now the Samaritan did
not say to him, “I want you to come
part of the way to me in this business,”
but he camie to where he was lying
wounded and half-dead; and poured the
oil and wine into his wounds, bouad
up the gashes, took him and set him on
his own beast, carried him to the inn,
and did not_even ask him to pay the
reckoning, but said to the host, “If
there be anything more T will pay thee.”

wood, so that the worshippers may kiss|If there was anything more to be done
the marble, and they all kissed it and |{for sinners, Jesus would- do it, for he
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" would never let them have a share of | ner

the work of salvation. The sinner's
business is to take the finished work of
Chyist, to give mp, all his own doings,
and let him who came from heaven to
save, do the saving which he came
from heaven to do. It is not ours to
‘interfere, but to let J'esus do his own
work.

"Another thought demands expression.

" The text does not.say that Christ came

to-half save sinners, intending when he!
had completed . half the: work to leave
‘them to theémselves. “There is a notion

_abroad that men may be saved, and yet.

may fall from grace; that they may

_have «ternal life, but it is.eternal life of

arodd kind for it may die oubt; they

. may be pardoned and yet punished;

.they may be children of God and_yeb
‘become children -of the devil, members
of Christ’s body and yet be cut off and
joined to Satan. Blessed be God it is
not so written in this precious book.
Jesus does nob begin the saying work
and leave it unfinished. When he once
puts his hand to it;he will go through
with it—his wonderful salvation will be
completed, none shall say that he began
but was not able to finish. Glory be to
his nume, Jesus Chyist came into the
world to save sinners from tep to bot-
tom; he will be the Alpha and the
Omma, he will be the beginning and the
end to all who trust hnn.

One other reflection here. Christ the
real Saviour came into tbe world to
save real sinners. "When Luther was
under a deep sense of sin, he said, ¢ Oh,
but my, guilt is so great,” I connot be-
lieve Christ-can sdve me."” but one who
was helping him much said to him, ¢ If
thou wert onlythe semblance of a sinner,

then Christ would. only be.the semblance '

of a Saviour, bt if thou be a real sinner
then thou shouldst rejoice that a real
Savigur has come to save thee.” ,If we
meet with a inar.who says,: “Yea, I am
a sinuer, I krow I am a sinner, but I
do not know that Lever did: much gmiss;,
. I have always heen houest.and corzect.”
Sxich a personhns 40206 to be » sin-

PR HER u’

saviour would suit him well. But for
another who confesses that he has been
a grevious ‘transgressor, there is a real
Saviour. Rejoicc, O ye guilty ones,
that the Christ of God himself really
came with real blood and presented a
real atonement to take away real sins,
'such as theft, drunkenness, swearing,
'uncleanness, Sabbath-breaking, lying,
murder, add things T need not mention,
lest the cheek of modesty should blush ;
even these can be blotted out by the
eal Saviour who has come to save the
chief of sinhers from suffering what is
due to tneir sins. Oh, that we could
ring this great gospel bell till the hills
and valleys were filled with its music.
May the Lord -open men’s ears and
hearts thaj those who hear the glad tid-
ings may accept the Saviour Who Ias
come to save them.—REet. C. H. Seur-
GEON, in Sword and Trowel Magazine
for Jt uly.

RS —

Cuyvier.

He stands pre-eminent and unrivalled
as a naturalist and a philosopher. Lin-
neeus and Buffon were but the morning
stars that heralded his advent; and it
we seek for his name in the lists of im-
mortality, we must find it on the same
level with that of Newton and of Kep-
ler. When the laws of the planetary

| system were announced in the Principza,

the scientific world was prepared for
their reception. Minds of the highest
order had confributed their contingent,
and in the final struggle, Newton had
the good fortune to be the first who
reached the goal. Cuvier, on the con-

trary, had mno precursor, and no rival in_

his career. The scientific world was un-
prepared for his discoveries. They were
opposed to the exisiing philosophy, as
'well as to the most hallowed prejudices
-of the age ; and but for the cvidence of
demonstration which he marshalled in
their support, they would have been re-
garded as the fictions of romance, or as

the dreams of & dlsondered mmd Inits

L.

. He is a sham sinner, and a sham .

E————
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expansive Tange; the genius of Newton
carried him to the. very limits of the
yigible upiyerse; and in, the survey of
his achjevements, the imposing ideas: of
magnitude and distange tend to. exagger—
ate our -estimate of them, and :give.s
false colouring. to their impressions,
But.time has its depths as well as-space;
and, 1f(Cuv1ers genius :‘was conﬁned to
our own globe, it ranged through periods
of:: anhmlted duratjon ; it grasped in its
syllegisms the ruins. and regeneration of
successive. worlds.; and;, it exhibited, in
their. remains, the waving forests of our
primeva] - earth,— the:huge reptiles that
took shelterin its caves, and the gigantic
monsters that trod uncontrolled, its
plaing. s -

Before Cuvier’s tmw, history and tra,-
dition, and stern reasop, had indicated
to man hut one creation, and one. period
for .its duration. The starry heavens
disclosed fo us no indications of their
origin, . and exhibited no prospect of
their pass'ng away. But, now that it
has been proved that our nrlobe has been
the theatre of such tmnscendent move:
ments—the seat of so much revolution
and change—the birth-place a,nd the
graye of so-many cyeles of organic life
—may we not expect to find analooous
laws in the planetary system of whlch
that globe forms a part? Launched on
th,e-boundless ocean of space, the ark of
human reason. has no pilot ab its helm,
and no pole-star for its guide ;. but an
authority that canmot.err has issued the
decree, that the-heavens themseves shall
wax old as a garment, and as a vesture
shall be folded up-; and that while they
shall perish and pass away, a new. hea-
vens shall grise—the abode of happiness,
and the seat. of immortality. —What
this change is to be, we dare not even
conjecture; but we see in the heavens
themselves: some traces of . destructive

elements, and.some indications of -their

Power. "The. fragments--of broken plan-
ets—rthe descent of meteoric stones upon
our globe—the wheeling.comets welding
their loose materials.at the solar furnace
—the volcamc empnons on our own

satelhte—the appearance of now stars,
and the disappeatance of others—all,are
fomshadc))vs of that impending ¢onvul-
sion to,which the, system of the world i
dooqu.

Thus placed on a planet which |

i3 to.be hurnt up, and under heayens

whxch,,am to pass awpy—thus treading,
as;it were,, on the cemeteries,jand dwell-
ing jn the mausolenms: :of former Worlds
—let. us, learn from,repson the lqsson of
humility and wwgom-—lf we have nof
already been taught it in,the school of
revelation,—Sir Damd Brewstcr

-

Rlvers.

I love riveis, A sweet htble nvqr
wag the chief companion of my child;
hood. It moved, and_sparkled, and
twisted itself, like a dog fawning about
yout knees, dnd c]iattered and.seemed
to invite caressing, It knew me well ;
for all the summer I was in it every
day, and,sometimes nearly all the day,
Devoutly-yet T make gn annual pilgrin-
age to its banks, and yenew my early
friendship. Every river has its own
character, and itg.own habits, A fancy
lingers within me, that if you should
carry me blindfold to the spot, and open
my eyes on g square yard of that rivers
surface, I should recognise it, and if
should recognise me. Its eddies dance
about in their own.way, not precisely
the same as the way of other respectablg
streams, If I had been bred to zevers
ence any of the powers of Nature, the
spirit of the rivers.would have been my:
chosen tutelar. I have seen the St.
Lawrence and:the. Mississippi, the Rhine
and the Danube.,. I would willingly
undergo the toil of travelling, if I were
permltted ty visit other .hoary chiefs.in
the regions where they reign in majesty
and mercy—the Amazon? the Nile, and'
the Ganges. The -only fault I have to
find with these royal continental nvexs
i, that, they have cruelly dimipished
the. megnitude of my own dear.native
stream. It was.a great.river when. fixst,
unaided; I swaim across. it from. brim, to.
'brim but, I confess, it makes my heart

¢
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sad to visit it now, and look on its
shrivelled: proportions. ™
" Thée memorids of 'my youth are, for
thé most part, twined round that river,
as the honéysuckly twines rdund the
hawthorn on ‘its banks. I cannot now
look back on either the joys or sorrows
of -¢hildhood, without perceiving the
sheén of the water under the setting
stn, or hearing the purling of the eddies
round the submerged root of an ancient
trée. If the spring period of iy life,
as seen from the sere autumn of the
present, seemsg 10 be & beautiful flower,
spread out and dried,.that river is the
page of the herbarium to which the
flower adheres—the background of the
picture on which all the articulate fig-
ures stand out.~=Rev. William Arnot.

———
- What is it We Believe ?

-“We may be tempted to think that if
2 man be sincere in his belief, that is
all that can fairly be required of him.
Such an idea, however, is clearly unten-
able, and would furnish a reason for
setting aside revelation altogether. Al-
though man has rebelled, he has not
been able to throw from him a feeling
of dependence on a higher Power.
‘What may be called the religious senti-
mient is stil natural to him, hence those
who are destitute of the knowledge of
the true God, impelled to worship some
being, fall down to stocks and to stones,
the work of their owan hands ; and it is
found that those faiths, which we have
no difficulty in pronouncing to be false,
command from those attached to them,
manifestations of devotion and zeal, it
would be an abuse of language to char-
acterise as insincere. Where will you

find devotion superior to that of the

Hindoo devotes, who, by torburing his
body, seeks to purify his soul; and dis-
plays his piety by crushing himself be-
neath the chariot wheel of his idol god ?
or what sincerity is deepor than-that of
the worshippeér-of the false prophet, who
. will peril his 4ll on a pilgrimage to the
. consecrated tomb, which, ere it be ac-

complished, is too likely to conduct
him to his own? or-what can exceed the
devotion of the Romish zealot, who will
compass sea and land to mdke a pro-
selyte, and oftentimes will not scruple to
break every law, human and divine, to
further the interests of a church he has
vowed to serve? It is not, then, ‘the
fact that we bslieve, so much as what
we believe, that makes men differ, or
must determine our character and sefety.
To us the Word of God is the fountain
of truth: that tells us what God is,
what his laws are; how his favour may
Le obtained by us, what constitutes the
service which he will accept, what that
excellence is which must characterise
his children, and whence that strength
and grace are to be derived through
which we are enabled to do his will or
te enjoy his love.

Revelation constitutes the only light
by which we can safely walk, for it
alone points the way which leads to
heaven ; if is only through receiving
this Word that we own those principles
and exercise those affections that are in
harmony with Christ's kingdom ; and
this word of truth is the only instru-
ment which God the Spirit of truth can.
or will employ in communicating to the
heart that grace which quickens us into
newness of life, and nourishes us up in-
to life everlasting.

Another faith, then, than that of the
Gospel i3 error and not truth, and can
only cause the soul fo wander further
from the paths of righteousness and
peace. It becomes us then to enquire
what it is that we believe; is it that
truth which as sinners we must under-
stand and embrace in order to our being
saved? This is a question, happily for
us, the solution of which no extraordin-
ary powers of analysis are needed.
‘What are called the saving truths lie on
the surface of revelation ; to these, asto
many centres of light, the eye of the
enquirer is frequently drawn. These
bear to each othef harmonious relations,
so that the krowledge of one prepares
the way for: thé reception of ancther;

.
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and when one of these truths is cordial-
ly received, it s difficult to reject any
of the rest. The scheme of reconcilia-
tion which - the. Seripture unfolds is
glorifying to God and humbling to
man ; it condemns sin, and magnifies
the grace that pardons the sinner,.and:
discovers to us ‘the Great Supreme—
supreme in excellencé as in power—and
in infinite mercy, to the honour of oter-
nal justice, and for the production of
holiness, extending his blessing to the
guilty and hell:deserving.

In their ¢onceptions of the .truth men
have erred by separating what, in the
scheme of salvation, is inseparably con-
nected. Looking to the infinite mercy
the gospel reveals, they trust.to its ex-
ercise without having respect to that
prudence -wherewith God has made his
grace to dbound towards us, through
means’ of which the gift of ‘bis mercy,
becomes the. gift of righteousness, and is
50 bestowed that the meore clearly the
individual petceives and feels his obliga-
tion to grace, he is the more effectually
turned from sin to holiness.

Others again, not denying that man
is justified through the obedience of
Churist, yet leave the doctrines of grace
comparatively in the background, and
in their speculations dwell mainly on
the natural attributes of God, and lay
special stress on rectitude, meaning, by
that, equity towards their fellow-men, as
chiefly characteristic of excellénce ;
thus adopting a religious system which
may be held without that spiritual dis-
cernment and those humbling experien-
ces which betoken and accompany the
reception of Christ Jesus. He that
takes Scripture as his guide, whilst he
magnifies the moral perfections of Jeho-
wah, dnd regards righteousness to be an
essential attribute of the saint, never-
theless fixes his thoughts first of all on
those attributes of his God which chief-
ly commend Him to his heart as a sin-
ner,—taking refuge in the mercy and
faithfulness of his Redeemer, and relying
on the promised grace of his Spirit;
whose influences are necessary to fit

him, in any measure, for doing what is
acceptable in God's sight.

Let us enquire - then whether our
creed be that which the Scripture sanc-
‘tions, careful that we hold nothing as
of sacred authority which that does not
teach, and that we seek, as far as pos-
sible, to know all that the Scripture jre-
quires us to believe ; that we hold the
truth in opposition o all error, careful
that we do not with the Papist rob
Christ, both:of his personal excellence
and mediatorial character, by sharing
with others his rea] and official dignity,
or seeking to perfect.his sdcrificial merit
by the worthless addition of human
obedience; or with the Antinomian who,
turning the grace of God into licéntious-
ness, hopes to be saved by a mercy
which winks at his sin, and leaves him
a servant to corruption; ot with the
moralist who, not denying the Saviour,
yet contrives to live without him, and
really hopes to be saved by his own
merit. -

And here let me notice, that to have
a faith evangelical in its character, and
therefore of a nature to save us, we
must make God himself the man of our
counsel, and reading out of the hook of
his law, compare spiritual things -with
spiritual, not forgetting to seek the aids
of God’s Spirit, without whose illumin-
ating influences a veil will rest on our
hearts, concealing from us the plainest
declarations of God’s word. J.D. F.

INVERKEITHING, SCOTLAND.

<

Ordinances are empty things, if we
meeb not with God in the ordinances.
Ps. Ixxxiv.

They whose souls are at home, at rest
in God, cannot but desire a settlement
near his ordinances.

The holiest and best of men -some-
times have their lawful and pious re-
quests denied. “God is pleased to answer
our necessities rather than our requests.

1 Peter 1.
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Alone With God:

1 have tasted the pleasured of earth, -
I have bask'd in, ita sunshine and smile ;
J can tell how its music and mirth .
. Can the soul of its sorrows. beguile ;
Buit T know that earthi’s brightest and best'
. Cannot case my heart of itsload,
nnot give such perfection of rest,
Ag I find when alone With my God. -
Yeb when first § did'teb1 Ho was near,
" And I stdod'in His preséncé alone;
. Like.a culprit I trembled with fear ;
I'rémémbered the sin I bad done ; .
But He pointed my eyes to the.cross,
And that instant my terrors were gone ;
Ipronounced earthly treasure but dross;
;- Ywould live with my Saviour alone.

‘When'l now get-a glimpse ot His face,
. _.When:He whispers ¢ My.crild, I am thine,”
‘When I feel now theTight of His grace
. All around in its.tendérness shine+
I experience a peace deeper far
‘Then enjoymentd of‘sense ever-bring ;
lam calm, ‘midithe storm, like'a star,
As alone to my Saviour I cling.

1 am drinking the same precious stream
Wellirig up from the fountain of love,
Andd bask in the same blessed beam
Which gives joy to the spirits above ;
And there falls on my pathway a light
Can illumine the gloomiest road,
Can refresh me by day and by night,
As I walk thus alone with my God.

Who can talk of the pleasiires of earth
In the presence of glory like this?
Who will care for earth’s Jaughterand mirth,
Having bathed in this occan of bliss?
I would give every joy of miy heart,
All the plensures the carth has bestowed,
Yes, 1 would with the wholeof them part,
For an hour al! alone with my God.

" Davip E. M‘Nas.
MAFKSE OF ARDROSSAN, SCOTLAND,

e
.

Cyril, The Child-Martyr,

It is more than fifteen hundred years
sinee little Cyril lived, and his birth-
place was Ceesarea, in Asia Minor. Cyril
was thought a very happy boy by the
children of Cwmsarea. His father had a
beautifn] estate, with every Iuxury, and
numbers of slaves to serve him; and
Cynril bad plenty of playfellows, and all
things to make him happy ss regards
this.world. . . .

But the people of Cesarea were hea-
then. They did not know the true God,
and: lived in great sin and wickedness.
Cyril's father worshipped.false .gods, and
taught his child to do the same. And
God: pitied little: Cyril. . He had sep ‘his
great love upon him, and had marked
him for his own. In his wise and graci-

ous providence He sent some.of hig
poor, deapised servants to.Ceesares, who
preached the gospel:to the hedthens.

Cyril heard of God’s.love, and heliey-
ed it. .. He heard of Jesus dying for sin-
ners, . and he-put all his trust in his pre-
cious.death. For the.first:time he knew
what it was: to love the.God he wor-
shipped,..and to.look up to heaven as.a
holy. place, where all are happy, because
all are good and holy like the Lord Jesus.
Cyril heard, too, that. thosé who:ghall
live for ever in that holy home above
must.not be ashamed to confess the Lord
Jesus before men, but must meekly
suffer for his:sake.

. The emperor had just made a law to
take away the life of inan, woman or
child who should dare to confess thaf
Jesus.is;the Son.of God,. or that should
refuse.to. worship.the heathen gods:

It was.mot long before the father
found out-that his child had ceased to
worship the.gods. "When he questioned
him.hewas very sorry to. hear that Cyril

thad become a believer in Jesus, and he

violently commanded.the boy never to
mention that Name. again.

Cyril bore. hid father's angry words
with Christian meekness, but he resolv-
ed, by God’s help, never to deny the
Saviour, .come what might, and only
prayed: God: to forgive his father, and
turn his heart to Christ.

His, father, finding that nothing he
could say would alter Cyril’s purpose,
consulted. with his heathen friénds as to
what he should do with him.

He was his:only. son,and a good and
affectionate boy, but le loved Jesus
Christ;.and that being an unpardonable
offence in the father’s eyes, he. said fo
his friends, I have determined what to
do. I will obey the emperor; although
Cyril.is my own son, I will deliver him
to the judge to.be punished.” . :
-..The judge was touched with a feeling
of pity when he saw so young a-child
before him, and he tried; by every per-
snasion, ta get Cyxil to give: up Jbsus
and to worship.the heathen gads. “My

child,” said he, “I will pardon your
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faults, and your father shall receive you
again., It is in your power to enjoy
your father'se state, provided you are
wise and take care of your owitinterest.”

«1 yejuice to bear your reproaches,”
replied .Cyril.  “God will receive me.
1 am not sorry that I am expelled from
our house, I shallhave a better mansion.
T fear not death, because it will intro-
duce me into a better life.” ,

You see, dear children, it was believ-
ing in God’s love to him that made
Cyril so willing to give up. this world,
with all the pleasures of sin. He
could say, without any misgiving, ¢ God
will receive me. I shall have a better
mansion and a better life.” He believ-
ed in Jesus Christ, therefore his heart
was not troubled, néither was it afraid.

When the judge saw he could mnot
overcome the child’s. faith, he ordered
the soldiers to bind him, and to lead
him to the place of execution.

Again the judge pleaded With him to
turn and escape the terrible pain he was
going to suffer.
“Your fire.and your sword are insigni-
ficant. I go to more excellent riches.
Despatch me quickly, that I may enjoy
them.”

But still the judge hoped that the
boy might repent, so he gave secret
ordets, to the soldiers to bring him back
again if they should be able to cause
his courage to fail at, the sight of the fire
in which he was to be burnt to death.

As the child was led to the fire, many
wept out-of pity ; but Cyril, remarking
their sorrow, said, “Ye should rather
rejoice in conducting me to punishment.
Ye know not what a city I am going to
inhabit, nor what is my hope.”

Thus he went te death; and as the

. fire burnt his tender frame, but touched

nof his happy spirit, nor caused one un-
christian word to escape his lips, his
-enemies were . filled iith admiration ;
and doubtless thefaithful death of this
dear child was made the spiritual life
-of many who witnessed his holy joy and
héaid those words-of living faith.

God grant, déar little Teaders, that

DX

Cyril only answered,.

you Tay meet in heaven Cyril -the
marbyr; “‘who suffered. for Christ fifteen
hundred yeary ago.—Faithful Words.

My Chief Enemy., .

I have:a bitter enemy, with whom I
am obliged: fo live on terms. of closest
intimaey ; and yet, in spite of his evil
intentions, and plots to: work my ruin,
I secretly love and cherish him. He
I never or rarely is out of my sight, ahd

is of such an obtrusive character, that
he is ever present When.I most wish him
absent. I am so proud of his intellect
and power to wing his flight above and
away from the region of sense, of his
romantic, artistic, and pooti¢c mind, and
even (strange anomaly). of his vices and
failings; that I praise and talk of him
in glowing terms to.any one who will
lend an attentive car, and aid me in
cxalting him. And yetat the same timo
I think and know him to be a base and
vile thing, whose proper place is in tho
dust of the earth, and who ought never
to have one good thought of himself,

I love him, so am constantly doing
that which gives bim pleasure, even at
times when I really desire to serve my
best and truest Friend. And yet I hate
him ; for he is so desperately wicked
'and deceitful, that he makes black look
ds if it were white, and earthly, sensual
motives as though they camefrom heaven.
He dresses up pride in the gatb of hu-
nility, and often his bended knee and
recumbent form hide a lifeless prayer.
He makes a melodious voice the proxy
of the heart, and pleases the eye of sense
,in order that he may blind the spirit's
vision. In fact, he dees so many vile
things, that I feel sure, if unrestrained,
| there is nothing he is incapable of doing.
I wish him far away, and yet am clways
‘ inviting his presence by thinking of him,
serving him, and gratifying his vanity
| and love of praise.

‘ Who shall deliver me from this bitter.
foe? Is there any one stronger than he.

l'I‘here is only one, and he is mightier

Ifa_zj : 50 L cry to Him (the Lord Jesus
Christ) to save me from myself.
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The Cross is Bending.

The following ideas were suggested
by a passage in a speech, delivered at a
‘Wesleyan Missionary Meeting, and the
passage itself was founded on an East-
ern opinion, that, as midnight passes,
the-Sign or Constellation in the South-
ern celestial hemisphere, called “ THE
Cross,” inclines towards the earth.
The pious orator took occasion to apply
the idea, in a very beautiful manner, to
the state of the heathen world, that
there are various indications of the mid-
night of heathenism having already pass-
ed, the Cross becoming more conspicu-
ous, through the instrumentality of mis-

sionary labour, or, to carry out the

figure, ¢ bending towards them:” but
the writer of these lines extends the
metapher to other Christian circum-
stances, and connects i, in a general
way, with christian experience.~—All
that we know of the composer is, that
he uses the signature of ¢ a Commercial
Traveller,” publishing the article in an
Irish Paper, and dating it from Red-
diteh, Worcestershire, May, 1844.

A traveller in eastern climes,
Pursued his course o’er deserts dreary,
His way he knew not, nor the time
Of night ; and he was faint and weary.
He turned him to his Moslem guide,
And asked the hour, the sign portending ;
‘Be of good cheer,’ the Turk replied
‘For midunight’s past—the cross is i)ending.’

And am I not a traveller too,

Q’er deserts drear my course pursuing,
Till X the ¢ better country’ view

A mount above earth’s burning ruin ?
And have I not 2 guide to tell

The hour, while onward I am tending —
In deepest gloom to ery, ¢ All’s well;

Midnight is past—the cross is bending ?

O yes! I still am travelling on

From earth to heaven my pathway steering,
With scarce a star to gaze upon ;

No sound of comfort ever hearing,
Save then my soul’s ¢ True Light ’%see

And hear his voice from heaven descending,
‘Hold on thy way, and trust in me;

Thy m:dnight's past—the cross is bending.®

Where'er T turn my eye abroad,

And see 2 world in Satan lying,
The wise by wisdom know not God,

The foolish in their folly dying—
My heart is pained, and bleeds to see

Man’s fallen race to ruin tending ;
Til] faith, believing prophecy,

es, ¢ Midnight’s past,—tbe crosy is bending.’

When earthly cares iny breast invade,
And cloud my anxious brow with sorrow,

1 cling to hope, but half.afraid
To think upon the coming morrow ;
1 turn me to my heavenly Guide,
And on his counsel still depending,
Trust in his love ; am satisfied
That ¢ Midnight's past—-the cross is bending.’

‘When forced te part from those most dear,
And roam o’er earth a hapless stranger,
Life’s numerous ills alone to bear,
Inured to pain, and toil‘, and danger,
‘When unbeliof cries out, ‘ Give up
The fight—tis all in vain co* tending 3
Jesu’s sweet Voice inspires the hope
‘That ¢ Midnight's past—the cross is bending.’

When conscious of my nature's guilt,
My soul fecls bowéd beneath the burden,
11ook to him whose blood was gpilt
On Calvary's cross to buy my pardon:
OnC alvary’s blood-stained cross I see
Mercy with justice sweetly blending ;
That sight, my.soul ! proclaims to thee,
‘Thy midnight’s past—the cross is bending.’

And if, when life’s Iast pulses beat,
And flesh and heart are fast decaying,
And Satan’s rage doth sore beset,
1 can but hear my Saviour ss,yfng—
¢ As thy day is thy strength shall be;
One struggle more, and all' is ended "—
My soul from sin and suffering free,
Shall shout, ‘Night's past—the cross is bended.”

——
Working Christians.

Learn to be working Christians. “Be
ye doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving your own selves.” It is
very striking to see the usefulness of
many Christians. Are there none of
you who know what it is to be selfish
in your Christianity? You have seen
a selfish child go info a secret place to
enjoy some precious morsel undisturbed
by his companions. So it is with some
Christians. They feed upon Christ and
forgiveness ; but it is alone, and all for
themselves. Are there not some of you
whe can enjoy heing a Christian while
your dearest friend is not, and yet you
will not speak to him? See, here you
have got work to do. When Christ
found ‘you, he said, “Ge work in my
vineyard.” What were you hired for,
if it was not to spread salvation? What
blessed for? Oh, my Christian friends!
how little you live as though you were
the servants of Christ! How much
idle time and idle talk you have! This
is not like a good sexvant. How many
things you have to do for yourself! how
few for Christ.and his people! This is
not like a servant.

e
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is teady 'to make you good " 4*

And the only satxsfymrr afiswer to t'he
troubled Bez}rt s deép questioning 'Iin
rlper yeaN How shall I be holy‘l” is
just the same ; it i$to bé found ip one
Word—« JDSUS ¥ «Theyg “shalt célI
hi§ ndine J&sis, for He s’hﬂl”"s:we His
people from their st 'He is'not-only
““the Door,” bui;*“the Way'the whol¢
way fron forgiveness to dory
Let that; anxious question be asked

Thy Snvxour ‘on the tross'for thee!”
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Not long jago, an oﬁ’icer in the Indian
army was onlered to.'En(rIand on-aceount
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.. The peace that phsgeth understonding

‘said his kind hostess, “if I 'might only

 satisfy every thiasting heart, and “to be

* reckoning by faith upon this which cats’

N gl P |
rom.sn almost idolized -wife.and tender
Xittle children. ,

“was cledrly séen in his face. #T wollld
.tli?mld‘ully “chahge ~places ‘with jou,”
have your firm faith in Christ and as-
surance of heaven. How did you geb
i7" Ho made answer, with one of his
own happy smiies,v “T like a generous
acceptanice of God’s generous offer.”

A little later, when it was évident
that the noble life was rapidly drawing
to.its close, his wife, who had promised
that when the.parting moment was at
haiid she would herself give him a sign,
repressing for his sake the anguish of
her breaking,hqmyt, softly repeated words
long known and loved by him—

« Hide;me, O my Saviour, hidb, ..}
Till the storm of life is pasc.;
Safe intd the haveri‘guido,

'Oh, receive my sonl ablast.” P
He understood it at once, and, respond-
ing with a last radiant look, he pointed
upwards, and depaited to-énjoy, in its
fulness in heaven, the generous love he
had so implicitly trusted on earth.

The eternal Father has “devised
means whereby his banished should not
be expelled from Him ;" and from the
well of love for them, sunk in his own
heart in a past eternity, has sent forth
a fountain to cleansg the world of its
sin, and a stream of living water to

in it a well of water springing up into
everlasting life.” ’

When this is seen and believed in the
story of the cross of Calvary, and in the
promise of the Holy Spirit to dwell in
us, the conquering life has begun.. “Be-
Heve that you. are a pardoned creature,
anc that will issue in your being a puri-
fied creature. ., The starbing-point at

which this race of holiness begins, and
from which the noble- career of progres--
sive.and aspiring excellefice is éntered
on, is your-freedom from condemnation
through the death of Christ.’ It is your

asunder the load by which the com-|

pressed and Heavy-taddd énergies of the
soul are restrained from bursting forth
on a path of ‘hopeful -activity ;...... and.
it is the-thing which.gives its first pros-
perous oufget to t}g;e";yibrk of sanctifica-
tion™ © o om0
But this is only thé beginning of the
race. ““Let us so-tun that we may ob-
tain,” o

An apostle who could gearch the whole
universe for possibilities of separation
from “the lova of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord " (Rom. viii. 31,
32), and could then, in the might of
faith, defy them all, yeb in his life of
unequalled devotedness and self-sacrifice
in the servicejof his Lord confessed,
“Not as though I had already attained,
either were already perfect; but I fol-
low after, if that I may apprehend that

for which also I am apprehended of ;

Christ Jesus,  Brethren, I-count not my-
self to have apprehended ; but this one

jthing I do, forgetting those things which

are behing, and reaching forth unto those
things which are before, I press toward
the mark for the prize of the high calling
of )God in. Christ Jesus” (Phil, iii. 12,
13). :

And elsewhere the Holy Ghost reveals
to us, at-once; the-secret-of such unfail-
ing energy in the-pursuit after holiness

and the secret -of its success, in these
words, ¢ Let us lay aside every weight
and the sin which doth so easily beset
us, and run with patience the race set
before us, looking unto Jesus.” -

Those who have known what if is $o
try self-denial, mortification,effort, work,
and yet mors work ; and again still
gtricter \va,_tchfulness, and- yet more fer-
vent prayer ;.and who hdve found -that
the heart has femained unholy still, un-
reached by those remedies, have yet. to

try the yesources of Ommupotence ina .

living Saviour! He bought. by his
death; for all who will $rust Him for it,,
deliverance _from the power of sin as tru-
1y as from .its guilt; .and it is the contin-

&

~ - - ——i :
* The late Rev: Dr. Chalmors® ¢ Leéctures "on rthe:
Epistle to the Romaus.”

-

—



. - -«—w{:ww-———-
_— " .

e e s et e oman g o v m

S SN

i

. G6OD

NEWS. . 35

ual exercise of trust in' Him, moment by
wtoment, ths ife-of faith upon the 'Son
of God, Which alone can’ sustain these
victoried. , . ‘ L
. W have' trusted Jesus only to save
us ; and “as we have recetbed® Christ
Jestis,” even so, we are biddén to ““ walk
in Him;” abandoning ourselves-constant-
ly to him to keep us. “Be thou my
géronghold, wheréiinto I may continu-
ally resort” Lo o
" Nor is it only our sins and, our fail-

ures that He invites us. perpetually to

exchange for his holiness and perfection.
All‘our cares he entreats us to cast upon
Hiin, “for e ‘careth for us” TLet us
i| pass on évery thought that disturbs us,
| every pang, every fear, and even the
koenness or ‘the weight’ of physical
| buffeting, to Him who is our Burdeén-

shearer. S ‘

An old man who, having. lost every
neat relation, is living aloné, enduring
‘hopeless pain, the end of which, through
increasing agony, must be death, said,
not many days ago, “Sometimes when

I lock my cottage-door at night to get |

me to my rest, there come thoughts
between it and me. How shall I bear
the worst days or yeats of pain, when
they eome ? Who will take care of me
then ? Will they be good to me, or tired
of me? Will all my little money be
gone? And what will become of me?
And then I speak about these awkward
thoughts to the Lord Jesus, and He
comes nigh me, and lays.his kind hand
on my heart, and it makes a stillness
there, and I fall asleep.”

“Some of you know -Christ by edu-
cation, some by the testimony of others ;
some by reading the Bible. Those know
of Him, but others have felf His pres-
ence. ~They have communed with Him.
They have heard Him speak in a way
they could not misunderstand to them-
selves, in their very hearts. 7They could
tell you what He said, and the wvery
accent. They have presented petitions ;
and. had their answers straight from
Himself. They have laid burdens at
His feot, and he has taken them up.

He has accepted their little gifts, and
smiled: ‘on their small services. They
‘have proved Him. Is He not anotheér
"being—another Christ to them ? They
- know Him. L.

“ And what 'do they know Thee;bles-
sed Jesus? They know Thee the most lov-
ing and loveliest-of beings—all grace,
full of tenderness:and sympathy ; stoop-
ing to the meanest, and kind to the very
'worst, Qur Brother, and Light, and
Joy, who has taken away "all our sins,
and carrsd all our loads near us, in us,
giving us a being better than our own,
‘faithful to all thine undertakings, caring
‘for-our little cares, keeping for us“what
‘we nover could have kept for oursslves
—uhiting us, id Thine own person, even
to'the Godhead, onelink of brotherhood
-with all the saints ; our own dear, only,
precious Saviour, very precious—our
hope—our-heaven=—our all.”*---

For then® all’sorrows are soothed by
being poured into his bosom, all joys
are glorified as'the gift of his love. For
them— - -
““The discord that involveth

8ome startling change of key,

The Master’s Hand resolveth
In richest barmony.”

For them age wears more than the
glow of youth, for whilst the world is
perpetually in the sunset of joy, they
are in the dawn of its endless day.

For them, theve is neither a distance
nor a strangeness between earth and
heaven ;, for that which, in its fulness,
creates a heaven, the knowledge, the
presence, the fellowship of the Lord
Jesus, the consciousness of an eternal
union with Him, has been vouchsafed
to them already ; and inasmuch as fhey
are faithful in their use of the gift, is
that gift increased, until their days are
“asg the days of heaven upon the earth.”

Should mists arise to veil the light of
his countenance, they cannot remain in
their shade; but must needs press past
them to Him ; for they have seen his
beaunty, and have tasted of his-gracious-
ness, and nothing less than a clear sight
of his face, and a heart-to-heart commu-

* Rev. James Vaughan, Christ Church, Brighton.

oo,
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~fldsh into sunshine beneath; the smile, of |

- zbresthe-upon our:garden; that: the :gpices | !

inion. wnh .Him -cen- satiefy t);en;, 00y, |\
«Even the dark waters:ofidéath, fonthem,

-4heir Tord, as-He. passes .ovex. to xeegt
them or stands with outstretched <arms,

wnitmgt’o Aifs: them upon theueternal x5

-ghbre., g1 e

. JBlessed Savxour "ma.m.fest to our souls
the weality ofr our-union yith: Thee by
-thy Spirit . dwelling jn- us,enabling us|
;1o sugtain constant- communion, : with
Theey: and opening onr:eyes to-ste Thes
in all thy beauty.and glory,thy;loye,iand:
sympathy;-and -holivess;. and strength !
.Thus break. the pawenof sin.; zevive and'
purify our:souls; let Thinet own . Spirit .

- may.flow-ont; andsend -ug: forth 'wholly
consecmwd fon thy:service. “Until ;the
day break, and the shadows- ,ﬁee away,
turn- our Belovedfl SO 2L .

>

' Company Manners

“Will you.please:sit:down. apd wait
3 few.moments till mother comes?” said
a little girl to two ladies who came to
see her mother.

“ And will you give Me a glass of
water, Martha ¥’ asked one of the ladies;

ft: No,ii.8aid Martha, ., “ go to Bridget.”
‘ Don't speak go, to-your Mple bzothe;
it will grieve hjm,todeath,” paid Bl ge
Tbi 58 ﬁon&c;f your business wha "’
cried Marths, tossing hack, her.
“ Martha 1 Th%t is g;mllfdlélo 1}2?

ing from the:top of the stairs. « Wihat(?”
sereamed. Martha bach ‘¢ Please..come

here, dear,”. vsmd Grapdma “I fionft
want to go,” ,mutteréd Martha. Sh,
however, “dragged herself upstairs. Y-

. willing fegt, you know,.find it hard to
ch}; 3 bes_ldes, they. “are so, clumsy
“ Martha,” sald grandma, “‘ Wﬂl you
try and find. my gpecs f, I ari pretty
sure Ileft them in the dmmg-roogn

% No, you didn’t,” cried Martha in'a
GTOSS,. contradlctory fone, “you. always
Jlose them up. here.;” and she rumniaged
round the chamber, turning thmgs over
like "the north wind.” “ No ' matter,”
said the dear old lady, seeing she would
‘have much to, do.to,put things to. ng]:ts
again ; “ 1o matter, Marths, they will
céme to, shand ;”. and she, quietly put
down the newspaper for by-and-by.
Marthe. left her and went down. ‘stairs
with a -pout.

Oh, dear! where are Martha’s civil,

“Tdm very thirsty.”

“TWith pleasure,” answer Martha.

Martha presently came back-with tivo
goblets of water on a small waiter, which
she passed- to both ladies. - -

“ 'Qh thank you” -said the other
lady; “you are very thoughtful.”
- #You are quite welcome,
Martha, very sweetly.

“When Martha went ouf of the room
ong of the ladies said, * This little girl
is dpe of the ]oveheat children: T-evet
met. - How sweet and ob]mn" hér man-
ners are ! It muat be delmhtful to hve
with ‘such a ¢hikd.

Let-us go into the nextroom- and see.
M'rrth'l took the waitér hack-into ibe
¢ Me drink ! me-drink ¥
‘cried htﬂ( Bo'b'by, catching hold of his
sjsters- dress and Screwmfr up his rosy
‘Hps.  “*Get out, Bob¥™ “oried Marthis,
toughly; « yow are foreverin the wiy.”
“ Me drink,” said the little fellow..

sa’id

obh‘rmv manners ? 'Why, those are her
company manners. She puts. them on
in the palour, and puts them off when
sheJeaves the palour. She is cross, and
dlaobhvmg, and rude, and se]ﬁsh Is
not that bad ?—Tlu’ Clildren's Adwcate

- .
The Broken Heéart.

« I was intimately acquainted,” writes
an upknown friend; “with the late
Robert Flockhart, street preacher, who
died in 1857. Qne Sabbati: a Joung
prea,cher w1th whose family I had some
acquaintance, * was, officiatingTin the
ghurch where I{obert usually attended.

(n meeting him soon .after, I asked his
opinion of the young Qreacher, wheil he
rephed “Ahl he igints the, broken
heart,”. The answer made.a Iastmg im-
pression en my mind, end, implied what
the.good: man, con31dered an indigpen-
s:yble requisife-in a.gospel minister.
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Swrmmmg an Emblem of Fé{_tli

When I have heen ab the sea.s;de T
have had a great passion for swimming,
and T think I should have been able_to
swim by this time, buf I gould never
persuade’ mysalf f taT{e ‘both' feet off the
botfom at one time. I have gone mto
the bath, and when 1 have felt a little
of the buoyant‘y of the water I have lift-
ed. one foot, and’ 1 have been half incliz-
ed_ to remove the o'thpr, ‘bt somehow 16
was not done. I could not quite trust
the liquid: element afterall.

The text speaks of “ waters to smm

" and swimming is a very exceilent
pmture of faith. In the act of swimming
it is needful that. a man. should float in
the water. So far he is passive and the
water buoys him up. You mush keep
your head above water if you are to
swim. We are told that the body is
’na,tura]ly buoyant, and that if a person
would, Tie quite still upon ‘the water, he
would not sink, but, if he kicks and
struggles he will sink himself, The
first sign of faith is when a man learns
to lie back upon Christ—to. givel himself
up entirely to him-—when he ceases to
be active and becomes passive, brings
no good works, no efforts, m0 merits, to
Jesus by’ way of reoommen&ahon, but
casts his-soul upon the eternal merit and
| the ﬁmshed work of the greab, Substitute.
That is'faith in its passive form, floating

faith, In the heavenly Tiver you. must.

float before youcan swim. I pray God
to teach every sinner here to rest upon

Jesus. You want to;save yourself, do-
you? You will drown, inan ; you will

drowa. As surely ds you hve you will
drown. Will you give up ahd let Churist
save you? Will you believe that he
can save you? Fall hack into his arms.
Youwill float then. There isno drown-
ing a soul that- *gives up }tself to Christ,
a.n,d trusts enm‘ely o him.

But the text does nof; speak of waters
to float in,
Many people never ge beyon& that flgat-
ing period, and fhey ¢onclude that they
are sefe and sl is well, “because they
fancy their heads are sbove water ;

hough if,lns is essential.

v;r'hereals the ma.n who is really taught of
God. gpes. on from ths ﬂoatmg to the
smmm;no' Novq swimming is anl. active
gXercise. The man pro"resses a8 he
stpies out. He' makes headway. "

dives an& rises ; ho tifrns to the nght
he. §#iths to the left, ho pursuéd his
course, he goes wh.lthersoever he wills,
Now, " theholy Word of God and the
gospel are © Watero 16 swim in.” You
kiigw only what it is to float—many of
you, You'sre testing in the fruth of
God for* your sa.lvatlon but making o
advaiice in heavenly thmgs Oh, be-
loved, let us leatn to swim in those
waters—gwim in, them ; I mean, let; us
learn to, trust God in active exertion for
the promotion of his kingdom, to trust
him i éndeavors to do good.  How
blessedly our friend Mr. Muller of
Brbtol swirs ! What a masier smmmer
hé is ! He has had his feet off the botbom
Iany years, and.gs he swims he draws
along behind hiin some 2,500 o'r'phan
chrldi‘en, whom, by God’s gracs, he i3
sa.vmg from the floods of sin and bring-
ing, we trust, saf fo shore. Dear brother,
dear sister, could you not swim %60 ?
¢ Oh, but I haveno-money.” You want
to walk, I see. “BubI have very slen-
der gifts compared with what I need.”
Cannot the. Lord give you gifts and
graces? Will you xot trust, him ? Dear
brother, are you ¢ called to serve God in
a very difficult sphere. of labour? Can-
not yougoon S -1 have nobody, to help
me.” * Oh, I see, you are all for walking,
on the bobtom. - Brethren, it is “Watera
to swim 1n.” Cannot .you swim wrthout_
any help except the help of the Ail in
all? See how the arch of heaven stands
without a pillar. See you yon lamps
of Heaven how they burn? Who., -gives
them 0il 7 See how they are swung in:
heaven without a golden chain 6 hold
them in their places . Vet they flicker
not ; ,either do they fall from. their
sqckets ‘neither doth the arch.of hea-
venl tremBle May the Holy Ghost teach.
us fo. Erust Oh, may God teach usnot
only the. passive trust which leans on.
‘Christ and " floats, but the active trust
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which managesthe waters,—walks them,
swims them, dives into them at will,
ag Gods helps it! We are not fiustful
enough of the invisible God. We are
young eaglets, born of God to mount. up
to’ the:sun, but we stand shivering by
the pest, not daring to try out callow
wings. Young eaglets, trust the mvisible
ether : -trust it and rise aloft. It shall
bear you up, and ye shall not fall. Trust
it more. Put out all your wing strength,
Lean on it more, and it will bear you
up, up, up, beyond elouds &nd niists, up
to the very sun itself. He will rise
highest who can trust imost. He .shall
have most who can believe most ini God.
If you will treat with the Eternal on his
own terms of boundless credit, and trust
yourself without reseive to him, .there
are great-things in store for you. Bless-
ed Master, give us ‘ waters toswim in.”
Though they shall be stormy waters,
though they shall be drowning waters to
our unbelief, they shall be swimming
waters to our faith, and as we swim 16
heaven we will rejoice iz thee, * having
no confidence in the flesh.”—C. H.
Spurgeon. .

g
-

The Star which the Wind Blew
- Out. - .

It was a sweet April ‘everiing, and I,

was on my way to the village of H—=,
to visit a dying boy—a bright, promis-
ing child, about eight vears old.

The sun had set at least an hour, and
the stars were yuickly coming out, one

minute er two fo‘rgott,e‘n; .and ﬁheh w-e
Jooked up dgain it was gons ! s

“ Oh, papa, papa, the wind-has blown .

out the slar!” ‘cried :a sad little voice
besideme. , - ) o

.% Not quite, perhaps, my little ‘one;
Havb patience, and 1ét ‘us see if it is
quite blown out.” %+ :

.. Oh we walked ; hut the clougds still
kept theit place. SKy and star were
Hidden ; and my lit{le one kept scold-
ing the wind, and wondering if the star
would ever come back, o

Just as she was talking the clouds
moved suddenly off, and the big bright
stai shone out. : :

% Oh, papa,. papd ! God has lighted
the star again which the wind blew out.
T hope Hé won't let the .wind blow' it
outvagain.” o . : .

. 'Weé had now reached the cottagé. of
the sick child. We went in and stood
beside his bed. He wasneéar death, and
guffered much. Pzin was there ; pain
that thréw & shade over his brow and
eye, yet could not take away a sweet
smile that played on his parched lips.
He was ready to depart, and was look-
ing upward, as if expecting to be called.
"~ *“How are you, Tommy ¥ I said. -

“ Very ill,” was the answer.
% But going to be well ¥ said T.
He understood me and smiled, repeat-

) ing my words, “ Going to be well.” -

In a few minutes more it was all well
with him. He went up to be with his
Saviour. ‘

On his pillow there lay his Bible and

by one, in the sky, ‘the brightest, of 1 his hymn-book. I took up the latter,

couxse, first.
briskly at my side, making her remarks
as we passed on. There was some wind,
4nd the sky was not free from clouds.
One stdr shone out very brightly, and
it caught our eye. We stood still to

look atit. As we were looking a sud-

My little girl trotted‘l

and it opened &t the hyme, * Lord,
look upon a little child " I read the
third verse. .
¢ A star of carly dawn, and bright,
Shining Within'Thy sacred light H
A beam of grace to all around 3
A fittlespot of Hallowed ground.”

1 turned to my own little one s T

den blast rose and swept over us, driv-|read these lines. She Waslooking up at
ing the clouds before it. Jt was not at me ; and both of us were thinking of the
all a very angry blast, but it was enough | star which the ¢old wind of earth had
to lay hold of my girls bonnet, and, blown out, but which God would sosoon
canry it off with some haste. In the,light up again. Tt was only for a season
Ppursuit of the bonzet, the star was for.a | thaf-the star had gone out ; it would

-— e = -

T
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 sister info the house

shme ere Jong more beaut;fully than.
ever. For ¢« them that slegp. in. J esus;
will qu hrmﬂ with Hlm” «“ It i8]
sown in corruphon ; it s ralsed .in
ingormption.?~The. Da y:of Dag Js. ,
R
<L

-

1 * . .:..., Ny
: Obedlencé

T heard a mother 52y t0 her little hoy,
“« Br?ng your, mster inbo i,he hpu%(la p’che
dew is; falling upon the grass,, “and she
will get cold.” ¢ Now, L saw, that this
little boy did nof, wq;nt ohey, this com-,

,mand and yet _he Was: afraid 0 come

out mto ,0PpD. dlsohechence I woy Id
not judge children unjustly, . for. love
them very much—even dirty, Tagged
children, who have not the fear of God
before their eyes, I lage, and would do
them good—but. I saw that this little
boy lingered, and’ 1ooked way and
that, as thouoh he”wanted an excuse
for staymg 1onger Had he wanted to
obéy his vother, he woild Haye takéen
his sister. and gorie prothIy ifito the
house, ' Instead of that, e pulled her
roughly by the na.nd %nd when &he'
cried; he ca]led t0°hig, _mother, and. sald
was tHe next command ; and the Tittle
boy “brought her to the door-§1]] and
set her down. The mother had now
gone out, and thefe was no one'tg say
for the thn'd time,  Take your, little
Soshe soon crept
out again, playm" upon ‘the cold door-
stone, and among the damp’ grass, until
the mother came home And yhen the
1ittle boy was reproved for disobedience, |
he answered in this way : “I did mind
you—I brought her ini as I was told.
You did not - say, ‘Shutr the door,’ and
she crept out again,” ’
“Was that obe(hence, Tittle- “readet ?

1%

{Hood” and *old age, they" continue this,

'hfe, _pust be -remembered—sadly, pain-
fully rqmembered by, that, little “boy.
But it is not always thus. ‘Sométimes
chﬂdren o on s course of disobédi-
ench for'yedrs. 14 childhood and youth,
they' are dlsohedienﬁ to pareiits ; in man-’

rebellion—reflising t6 o What God solls’
them ; and yet they dannoti sec that asdy-
thing ’dreadful has beei 'the réSul of
their difobediéhce. “But, alas for sich !,
‘A ‘book of remembrance is kept, and He
who hag said, ¢ 'thldren obey your
parents{’  hokibh  forgetst - ;
. THé obe<i1ehée teq_uired by our heaven-*
ly Father is piomptand full: * Not onIy
all that is commanded, but’hll that we
understand as implitd, shovtd be- obéy
ed, and oheyecl at once. ‘The Psalm1st
sald that hé imade haste to keep the
divine comittands. \Vhen ‘the voice of
Ithe Lord spake to hind)' and'said,’ *“Shek -
ye My face,” hishheart promptly re?hed
{i  Thy face, Lord, will I'séek » o

" ¢ Soon as we hear on¥ Father ckv, .
'} ¢ Ye ¢hildren, seek My grace ;. - e
.Let each reply, without delay
“1'1 seck my'Father’s fac

v.3

Doorned ye% Dehvered

" More than half'a cen-'!rv 820, & sol—
(her was condenmed to he shot for miu-
tinous eondudt. ~About twelve thousahd
men were drawn up to witness tHe,exe-
cutlon There stood the fiting party;
and near them was'a coffin. ‘The gloony
procession was nearly finished, and .the”
vietim was approaching the fatal spot,
while the instruments of martial music .
were sounding forth a death:strain. ..
| At that moment a soldier was seenin

’)l - e

! thé distapeé riding at full speed He!
~The .news was &n-j,
nounced, and ‘l;he whole army bust

ardon

bore a

into & tremendous shout of joy. “Ah!

N6, it was wicked, determme& disobedi- isir,” said the old soldier who told me
ence_at heart, and a’ poor half- way this, “since I obfained the pardon of
obedience of aet,ou " And_what do you‘my sins through the blood of Christ,
suppose wag %he result? It was this. ;how often have 1 thought of that scene,
The dear htﬂe sister was. attacked Wlth and thought too what joy, there was, in.
croup, and in a few days was. laid away hea\zen among. the angels over. the sal-,
in the. s:leng tomb,. This ias a dreadful | vation of my, Lprecxous, butlono ne«ﬂec’oed
result indeed, . and one which, %nxough soul "’ A .
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" 'Grace’ and’ 'Bighteoq‘sﬁegﬁ.- | iai’y sins, ik were nany in numbers:
A cortuid king mado & 1w, ikt e bhiere, wera'idlsg, writich thig'jdle words:
s b shodld b guiity of o cortain |0 Bhd spokén {whickl made up/thieb
crimg, should have: both ‘1’;;3 ‘gégg;'i‘,ﬁt querters of the yvqr\lg (thiat” he ‘hiad.
out. ., His own so'xg.'@@fnﬁii‘tt‘éd;.ﬁhe ciime, | spoken it his life); and his. actions; 8-

"The king, wes 'v?}'y'fsgx. 5 yet he ‘must, ranged ac&Q@ng@.@.CMOmmw@mmts-
be'righteaus, spd_mgte ng“fo‘ﬁ_{s. oW Whereupon Safan -gald, «Seest thou?

son the same punishré nf as to the mean- Behold thy vii%nes ; seo hére what thipe

o, of by subjects. , | 0 | exmibinntion shill bo.” Wherentla the
‘o reasoned thus in Bis Bedrt: 1 poor gimiier dngwered, It s trus, Satan!
love my son ; bub }o pass over hi;sfé'rﬁné', Buf th?“,l','l}igé‘? ot set downrall: for
would be to stand before my subjéets as] thou Sh"!‘i}i?fsbl.ah?{‘?bf..addedr and} set!
an unrighteous king, who d1d nob seally | dOWiL hero. Below, “The blood of Jésus'
look on the sin, 85 MY law Jed mgzﬁ’f@ - Christ cldanseth 48 from all our stns;y

helieve he did ;1 will Tose one eye, aind antl ﬂi.is also shoald not Have beem fot-
my son must Jose one dlso ; and SO,

: 1 gﬁﬁ@ngf’l_i}z@ﬁﬁosoebcr betieveth in him
Wﬂlsyindicgm mqu_w) and spare my S’I‘lalz not pe7: ish, ’bu‘é 7La'll(e"everlasting
son by the same ach.” S \ufe o Tt .

The good King executed what Be had it

purposed in his heart, and thie sightless 0 Jist: Alead.

eyes:of the king and: som, told to allhis| vl sro stk ~

subjects the love to the son, and the A heard 2 home missionary say (in 3

hotred of hissi. . répolt, of his Iabows on the Western
This is a faint picture of the iove and | frontier, before the students of Amherst

righteousness of God, as seen in the C.Olleg'é) thatt in all the 16w towns he'

cross—and of that Tighteousness which | visited the ‘was sure to find the_twhis"

shines forth in _ﬂ}_e_l‘i’seq Christ.  God’s key-barrel Just ‘ahec‘z'd 'ofcivilization‘"’i .

law was broken, and, the, penalty-wes, ‘Only’ once m."ni')'f' experience have'1

banishiment from God.. God in hislove found the reverse true. During, the
sent His Son, who hore the bapishment, | year 1871 the wild country south of

and, His cry on {he cross testifies : My | Ol City, Ta., became sxcellent oil-

God, My God, why hast Thou forsgken producing tert tory, necessitating new
me?’ ~And nov, in a risen ‘Jesus, we | stations aleng the Alleghany. Valley
seo-the love of God, and the righteous- Railvoad. Tiohty-five miles north of
ness, of God—His wpinds declare hoth Pittsburg, on this road, a new town,
$o all eternity. Siomer! Can you, Joubt | called Foxburg, has ‘sud@enly sprung
love like this? Can you refyse righteous- into existence. It is located on an
ness like this? Gb&ifov:bia‘f Rest not estate owned by ‘the heirs of =, Mr.
in your own Works; but fest on Christ, Fox, and already boasts of a ‘bank, ex:
who 1s freely .oﬂ:éred'_g,,tp you in tlhe press  and” telegraph offices, several
Word ; for t,he'ﬁyﬁteo‘zl'snessf 6f- God is | StOTeS, dw

u,,“_:.. L e i

e

, es, deiollings, ofo, For some, e
ity all (offered to_oll), arid” upon all SO0, the ‘whibkey-bprrel was behind-
them that believe. Roin il 22 time. Rumour says, ‘that the heirs

e e el woilld only lease to pétties Who would
- o aiés ioh to "séll liquors. ‘Thuy Fox:
The Answer-ofa Purged  jburg wilboried! Chuistianity just abead
Coxnistience. of the whiskeéy-barrel ‘becatise & Wonlian’s’

Axr old auth-r Felates the story of & ndlié_l@"c'};)emight;yf evil in abeyance. -

dying man, to whori (it was said) the e * staerely Hope the report; that
dgvil appeared and showed hims patch-| the Lein Have, after mdth importuiity,
ment: that was very long, and wherein | finglly > :eld'éd',_allowifx'g" Yiquors 60 be
, were written on both sides the poor oot i thehéw hotel 'sovt to be opentd,
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is without foundamon On January
10th, thtes menibem ofthe Y. M. C. A™
sat’ ’a& ‘dinner in"the little old hotel af
Féxburg Leammg that no pubhc fe-
ligious Toeeting hatl 'been held ini the
placs, they resolvéd 6 have one in the.
evénixfg The landlotd kindly ‘offered |8
hjs* dlmng -roomi, ﬁ.t‘teen by . forty feet.
Verbal'notices wete given to éyery, soul
in the town. After tea, the tables were
removed ahd chaits arrahged; every
s1ttuig Wak oo filled, and all the stand-
ing-room taketi. Boarders and servalits
of the hotel, carpenters éngaged in erect-
ing new buildings; machinists, clerks,
well-diggers, and strangers were present.
Prayer was offered, Scnptures read, ex-
hortations made, and the singing havmo
beex, Jomed in by. neaﬂy the -entire con-
gregation, the inference was naﬁural]y
drg.wn that some at least kuew a Savi-
ours love. The request being made,
“Let all who have been members. of
chyrches raise the right hand,” imagine
our ;spiprise when. full three-fourths of
all present résponded.

“0il on the brain ™ hid 6 monopo-
lized theéir time that scarcely any one
knew & fellow-Christian. The remain-
der of the hotel meeting was delightful.
The Iandlady bore testlmony of an early
love for Jesus, and said “she was glad
to ‘have public worship in her house.”
A major; now’ cashier in the new bank,
who has been instrumental, i the laat
twelve months, in holding many  sue-
cessful meetings in_the hxlly xegion of
Warren county, spoke ‘and sang earnest-
ly for Jesus.

A young oﬂ-producer from Titusville,
hearing, of the meeting; walked three
miles,in the mud to say ; “Jests called
e, 8 fearful sinier, to_ repent a,‘rgd,, now
he'is Very Precious. Won't you leave
your sins and serve Rim to-night’ P A
ba.ckshder said : T will return, prayfor
me” Timid men and woren said :
«We desire to bé niorg qamesb for ur
Master 7oA young., man” of twen y-
three ‘sdid i “ My mot;her Was 2 noble

: CExst)}an "bét earnest prayem Ted e

- to stath heavenwand thxee yeam avo, but

i

the sirong temptuﬁlons of this mcked
reglon have overcome me. I too will
begin agoin.” e

“Coms, thou fount of every blessing;”
“ Neator, my God, to, thee ” and “ Shall-
weo gathzr af, the Rlver’l to. <close, wers

suig with much feryour. Thoe Holy.
Spirit was indaed present, and ag many
lingeted to shake hands, we all falf the
truth of the words, .

“ Blest bo the e that binds
Our hearts in Christlan love.”

Such was the first religious meeting
held: in Foxburg by laymen, and we
hope it may serve to prépare the. way
for.a union chuch, which shallisuccess-
fully cope with the' whzskey-‘ba.rrel and
all its damning influenses. °

May the zeal of Chiistians be such:
that the religions of Jésus shall be just
ahead of evil wherever civilization
makes way for pressing humanity ! I «An
ounce’ of prevention is worth a v)ound of
cure.’

.

Christian Fidelity ; or a Noble
Duke Reproved for Sabbath?
Breaking.

Tt betokened great moral courage in
Elijah when he confronted as he did, the
ungodly Ahab (1 Kings xviii, 17).
was 8 bold step for the Baptist to re—
piove the incestuous;, Hetod, (Matt, 14.
4). Tt was & bold an& penlous step_for .
Knox to temonstrate, as he did, ivith,
Queeri Mary and her gay, Iummous.
court. Nor was it less intrepid or fear-’
less in Argylo to have cautioned and
faithfully admonished ﬂle licentious
Charles IT. Such ﬁdehty o the part
of the Lord’s setvants we are decustomed,
to admire &3 rdve mstances of the moral‘
sublime, but, at the gaine time, deem
of ‘much too lofty a. character for, any
instance of the kind to be lool\ed for v
modern fimes, and among ordma.ry
Chiistian oeople . ;

‘Without meaning to dra\,sg Iudiérous
contrasts, by comparing, small things
with great, I 1 may adduce an etampIe of

« vt
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fidelity of this description that came
within my own knowledge Hot remiotely
analogous to some of those cases just
alluded tg. A humble country elder,
with nothing in particular to distinguish
him from his neighbours, unless; indeed,
it was a jealous regardfor the divine’ low
of ‘the ten commandments,, which he he-
lieyed to be equally. bmdmg on lngh
and low, rich and poor, was wont, at
the time of my acquaintance with hlm,
to receive an occasional passing visit
from no less a personage than a certain
noble Duke, not very long deceased.
His Gxace, in the most familiar and
homely manner, would come in, take a
seat, and: talk upon any subJect that
came uppermost, give “a toss? to the
baby, or playfully place his hat on its
head. Happening upon a time to look
in upon our friend of a Sabbath after-
noon, my Lord Duke began talking of
crops; the news of the place, and of mat-.
ters in general, just as if it were not the.
day of sacred rest at all, butan ordinary
week day.
‘“ Please your-Grace,” said ‘the elder,
'~ ‘“are you not forgetting it is the Lord’s
day %”
¢ Perhaps so,” rephed the Duke, “ but
are you mnot over-scrupulous, J ohn as
to such things?”
"«“T don’t think so,” returned the
elder, “I am a humblo sexrvant of Jesus
: Chnst whose day the Sabbath is, and T
daxre not wilfully dlsobey his command
to keep it holy.” “'Seeing 'the remark
| was not taken amiss, he continued, *If
I were in your service, my Lord Duke,
you would expect me to obey your
oxdeys, and support your authority and
honovr, and your Grace will surely allow
that my divine Master can require no

nobleman referred to .was seized ,mth
the complaint_of which he died ; and
whatever may have been his wmoral., and’
religious character previously, it is cey-
tain he was much concerned. about his’
soul’s salvation for. many months prior
to' hls decease, ' It could, however, be
said of him, ‘hen qmttxno ‘this earthly
scene and all its grandeur, that' he did
so with at least some humble assurance
of’ entenng that ngdom into which,
Iy memory, but few kmgs and great men
evei come,—G. M,
et
The -Lost/ Inebmate Saved

BY mkm . B. BOARDMAN. ,

He had been a prosperous matl, 8.
banker, with a loving and loyely .wife,
and a lirge circle of reputable friends.
Insidiously, the habit of wmednnkmg
had grown into that of a craving ap-
petite for something stronger, and this
into an alarming ﬁ‘eg0 ency and con-
stancy in the use of intoxitants, until at
last it became, a cancerous. vice, striking
its deadly Toots into.the vitals of his
chatacter, prosperity, and prospects.
He began tonegléct his affairs. He did
things s that were foolish, yea fearful, for
a business-man to do. Coufidence in’
him' gradually . ceased, friends dropped
off, business dnm.mshed and finally he
was compelled to change his line for
one of lower grade.

Meanwhile Lé became alarimed for
himself, and sought to reform. He tried
graduahsm, and the grade was down-
ward even into deeperdepths. He tried
total abstinence by resolutions which
snapped in the huur of temptation. He

;added. the fotce of public sentiment by

less 4t my hands with regard to his!the public pledge, but respect forhis

honour and authority.”

The Duke, with his characteristic
good nature, heéard the elder’s reasoning
patiently, and assented to its tmith, no-
thing displeased 4t being thus schooled
by one so. much his 1nfenor in-rank. and
social position.

Not long after this mcxdent the |

word ‘before men proved asineffectual as:
his private resolutions had done. Neither
self-respect, nor respett for his wife, nor
for publi¢ opinion; could hold him back
from mtoxxcatlon ‘

One resourte’ %emalned, &nd this he
felt sure would answer ‘the. purpose—’-
the church—rehglon His wife was a
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member of the church ,and he made up
hig mind to cast in hls lof with ber and
be a true Christion. He took his stanid
pubhcly, entered | the Sabbath-school,
talked in prayeér-meetings, and offered
himself as a member of the chirch ;
and was indignant that they did not call
& special meeting to' receive him. All
this while he was using tobacco asa
substxtuﬁe for stronger stimulants, an&
often hastening home from church or
Sabbath-school to his pipé. This, of
course, could end only in failiiye, and
this tinie his failure was an awful one.
Like the Prodigal, hie deliberately took
everything that he could scrape together,
and literally went away into'a far éoun-
try and wasted all in riotous living.
With a high hand he képt it up for
many weeks, until his money was all
gone. Af Tost he came so far to himself
as to ‘return deeply humblcd to .his
home. -

Before going away he had heard Dr.
John Hall, and been impressed with his
sincerity, and after his retwn he again
sought his ministry. 'Ihe Lord so
ordered it that the subject’ of discourse
this time was the love of God, and it
fell upon the prodigal returiied like the
welcommg arre of a father ; his heart
was, deeply touched, and he sought an
interview, and said frankly « I have
come to see you about my soul.” Dr.
Hall said many things, true and kind.
One thing went home to the depths of
his v1s1tors heart. He asked him if he
knew the plan of salvation. The answer

“Oh ! yes, I understand it very
Well noo« You know, then, that you
need to have imputed 1o you the right-
eousness of Christ, do you ¥ ¢ No,
sir, T do nuu; what does that mean 7’
The Doctor explained. * The righteous-
ness of Christ 1" thought he, the right-
cousness of Christ! No, 1 have been
trying to mend my own ways, so as to
make them right in my own eyes, and
commendable to God. Ok / Imust have
the righteousness of Christ.”

Heartily thanking the Doctor, he
went outy ‘songht] lns own: place, locked

himself in, and that very night, before
he had heen long prostrate in the pre-
sence of the Lord, he had his eyes open-
ed to see’ the miserablo patch-work 'of
his own righteousness, mended up'as
best he had been able to do it, as all
and only. filthy rags, while the perfect
righteousness of Christ came out before
him in its spotless ‘beauty and shining
glory as all his own by simple faztk
Instantly his mourning wes turned to
joy, and his garments of heaviness to
praise. -

From that blessed hour he was in a
new life, in a new world. His motives
were new, his feelings were new," his
chains' fell off. The old appetite left
him ; tobacco, like alcohol, ceased to be
a temptanon 10" him, He was a free
man, a true man, 4, true child of God.
Yet, although free, he wasnot full. He
was, mdeed at times very joyous ; but
then again he was'in unrest. From the
day of his conversion he gavé himself
to earnest and active service as & Chris-
tian, but he found ‘the impulsion too
often to be ohly a sense of duty, when
it should have been' love. He worked
faithfully, but longed more aiid more for
a deeper spiritual endowment.

His sense of need grew oppressive.
At last he went to Jesus, and gave him-
self up anew to the Saviour, ‘and laid
himself over like an infant in 1t5 mother’s
arms, and thererested.. From that hour
his soul was satisfied in-Jesus; Duty
was turned into delight, and service be-
came the joy of hLis life.

This proved a new era in his heart
history. He still keeps his position as
a little child resting in the arms of
Jesus, trusting for all things and finding
all things in Christ.. Before this he
fought his own battles, looking to Chyist
to help him, and was often deféated.
Since then he lets J esus fight for him,
and comes off conqueror. Up 16 that.
time he had planned work for the Lord,
and tried to get the Lovd to carry out
his plans. Since then he has lét the'
Lord _plan for him, and looked to the.
I.ord for grace to do.his own- appomted
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work in his appointed way, Befors
that, the Bible was precious, but it was
sometlmes read as a task. Now, the
living Word so illuminates the written
Word that it is sweeter than honey.
And dp to that moment prayer had
sometimes been a burden, but since then
it had been one of the great"and cease-
less pleasures of life.

During the more than thirfy months
that have since gone by, this beloved
brother i Christ has been tried to the
utmost, but the Lord has been faithful
and hns not permitted his faith to give
way. In one instance the arch enemy
put him to the test in a way 1o less
subtile than cruel. One.day in a street
car-he was seized with dizziness and fell,
Fellqw-passengers, lifted him up and
sustained him until he so far recovered
as to.gebhome. A physician prescribed
for him ; the apothecary sent him_the
medlcmes proseribed. © The package
contained two ounces of brandy. Tak-
ing it in his hand he went into his
closet, and holding up the vial before
the Lord he prayed : “ O Lord, if it be
possible, heal me without my taking
this brandy ; if not, then let me die. :
He was healed thhout the brandy, and
lives to. glonfy God our Saviour for this
deliverance and for all his inpumerable
mercies.—7Z'imes. of Refreshmg

A

Use 51mple Word's

In addressing an audxence, you should
use words suitable for your audience.
A gentlenian spedking to a Sunday-
school, used the word epifome. The
pastor §aid to him : * The children will
not understand that word.” The gentle-
mén then said: “An epitome is an abbre
vidted synopsis.”
Word by one harder still.” The patables
aré 2 model for the study of the teacher.
‘By them an interest is awakened in the
listener, the hearer is made a judge in
his on case, and, obliged to proncunce
sentence before self love has put him on

his guard, as in the case of David, when.

the prophet said, “Thou arb thé man.”

He explained a hard

“A missionary to the heath\,n was' -
plammg that they could not bé saved
by their own works, The heathen said,
“If I keep six commandments, and
break four, I have kept the majonty ;
is not the Lord bound to, sa.ve me if I
keep the most. v The : missionary took
a scene O the Ganges “There is a
boat in & storm in distress ; they, fear
the rocks along the shore.” Those on
shore take a c‘\am, ‘fasten a stone to if,
and throw it to the boat ; it is caugbb
and the boat is drawn within a fow:
o | yards of land, when oné link breaks in
the midst of the chain ; shall they cling
to the unbroken links ? «No! no ! leb
them cast themselves on the mercy of
God. If o e link is bmnuu, it is as
though all were broken If one com-
mandment of the law be. hroken, it is
as thougli they were all broken. We
cannot, then, be saved by the luw, but
must Iay hold of the mighty hand of
Churist, held out to save us. When the
sinner, condemned by the law, is ready
to give up in despau’, he casts himself
on Jesus, and finds peace.

An Indian was asked, © What has
the Lord Jésus Christ dono for your
soul ¥ « Come,. and I'll show you.”
He took the petson to the borders’ of
the wood, took some dried leaves, laid
them round in a circle, and then struck,
fire, ard made a 1ing of fire.; in the
centre of it he put an earth worm:. The
heatdrove the worm to right and left; the
fire met it whichever wey it went. The
poor little thing tirned back to the
centre, coiled itself up, and lay still, as
if waiting for help from abroad. The
Indian then took it up, saying : * That
is what the Lord Jesus has doné. for
me.” The wrath. of God * was all
around me. The Lord took me out of .
it as I have taken this worm out of the
fire.”

A sceptic was objecting to a colored
man down South that there were many
contradictory passages in the Bible, as
that “ we Were in the Spiii4 and ‘the
spirit inus.” ¢ Dére’s 06 puzzle “hout-
dat. We:in ‘de spirit and de spirit'in
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.it’s Tike dat pokex ;T put it in e
red hot—now de pokerls‘

hge till it ots T

oAl ¥ s
in de fire 253 ;Ie ur'e i in.dé p oker.™
(,}harles

Edward Sfugrt the last ince
of the "t uge of I}ua,rt Jz’a.ui'e 4'Yictory
at tfxeh t16.0f. Preston Pans i 1715.
In th lhbqttle a. ch,xef of, the' Mchegor

ed. ‘Wben he.fel “lns féllowers :

We’i-é" &hsmaye - at’ their Tods ; 7but the
oun

your dnty.” Brothers and’ sisters,. toil-
&g in the vmeygx,él Jes Jestg, the Captam
of your Balvahon, Who ‘siiffered anid died
for you, is 1ot dead, but ahve, and from
his. mlghty throne ‘on’ ‘high 1s looLmrr
a you eyery day’ ‘and ‘Bour, to see 1f you
are domg your duty.

>

——

First Believe.

BY THB REV, JOHN WESLEY.
Whosoever therefore thou art who de-
sirest to be forgiven;and reconciled to
the favour of God, do not say in thy
heart,'“ Lmust first do this: T must first
conquer-etery sin, break..off :every evil
word. and work, and do all good to all
men ;.or Tmust first go to church, re-
ceive the Lord’s Supper, hear more ser-
amons, and say more prayers.” Alas ! my
‘brother, thou.arb clean gone out :of the
way. Thou art still ignorant of the
righteousness of God, and art: seeking
“to establish thine own righteousness”
as the ground of thy reconciliation.
Knowest thou not that thou canst do
nothing hut sin till thou art reconciled
to God? ‘Wilierefore, then, dost thou

say, I'must do this: and .this first,-and

then I shall believe ? Nay, but—
e " '"PIRST BELIEVE.
'Beheve in the Lord Jesus Christ, the
propltlatlon for thy sins. et this frood
‘foandation .first be laxd- ‘and then thou
shalt do all things weﬁ
Neither say in 'thy heait, I cannot

be accopted vet, because I am not good
W ho 1§ good enough-—who-

enough /8
W as ever——to ment acceptance at God S

d ‘thisf lifted hl self updn ‘his |}
boW, ;md s,ald T am “not ¢ Td‘ buit
Ioo ing 'at’ you, to ses if' you.a are domg‘

hands? Was ever any child of Adam
good enougk for thlss —or will any, till
the consutmmation of all things?"And s
for thee, thon.art not good at b gl thre
dwelleth in. ‘thee. 10 good 'thing ; and
thop neyer ‘wilt Be,,hll thou “believe ‘i
Jesus i Rather thou will find thysélf
w,orse and yorse, -

But is there any need & bem;{ "wotse
in, order to be accepted? ‘Art thou hot
bad. enough already? Indéed thou'att,
and that God’ knoweth and" thou thy-
self canst not deny it. - Then delay not.
All things are now rez}dy Y Ayige and
wash away thy sins.”  The fountain is
open; mow is the time to wash thee
with the 'biood of ‘the’ Lamb. Now he
shall ¥ purge™ thee as “with hyssop,”
and thou shalt ¢ be ¢lean ;- he sKall
“ wash” éhee, and thiou shalt “be *‘whlter

{than snow.”

Do not say, “But I am not contrite
enough I am not seristble enough of my
sins.” 1 know it. I would to' God
thou wext more sensible of them, ‘more -
contrite, a thousand fold than thou art.
But do not stay for .this. If may be,
God will make thee so, not before thou
Delievest, but by believing. 1t may be
thou u-zlt not weep much till thou lovest
much, because thou hast had much for-
given. Inthe meantime look writo Jesus
—behold how he loveth thee. What
could he have donemore for thee wlnch
he hath not done?

“0 La.mb of God was ever pain,
W as ever-love liké thine ' .

TLook steadily upon him till he looks on
thee, and breaks thy 'bard heart ; then
shall thy “head” be * waters, " and

‘thine * eyes fountains of tears.” -

Not' yet do thou say, “I must do

‘something more bofo:e I ¢ome to Christ.”

I grant, supposing the Tord should
del.xy in’ coming, it were niéet and right

to'vwait for his appearing, in doing, so far

as thou Hastpower, whatsoever he hath
commanded thee. _ But there is no-neces-
sity, for - making “$uch a Supposition.
How knowest thot tHat he -ill delay?
Pcrhaps he wilkappear, as the‘dayspmn«
from on }nfrh, before the monnm -Jight.

iy
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Oh, do not get him a time ; expect .aim
every hour. Now, he is nigh, even at:
the.door! |

And to what end wouldst. thou, wait
for more sincerity, befors thy sius are
blotted out ?—to make thee more worthy
of the grace of God? Alas! thou art
still establishing thine own rightedus-
ness. He will have mercy, not because
thou art worthy "of it, but becatse his
compassions fail not ; hot because thou
art righteous, but becwuse Jesus Christ
hath attoned for thy sins. .

Again, if there be any ‘hing good in
stneerity, why dost thou expect it before
thou hast faith, seeing faith itself is thé
only root of whatsoever is really good
and holy? Above a’l, how ‘long wilt
thou forgst that whatsoever thou ‘doest,
or whatsoever thou hast, before thy sins’
are forgiven thee, it avalls nothing with
God oward the procuring of thy form.ve-
noss ; yea, end it must all e cast behmd
thy back, trampled under foot, made no
account- of or thou wilt never find favour

in-God’s sight ; because until then thou

canst not ask it as a mere sinner, guilty,
los$, undone, having nothing to plead,
nothmg to offer to God bu only the
merits of his well-beloved Son, ¢ who
loved thee, and gave himself for thee !”

To conclude : Whosoever thou art, O
man, who hast the sentence of’ death in
thyself, who feelest thyself a condemned
sinner, and hast the wrath of God abid-
ing on thee, un‘o thee saith the Lord—
not “Do this, perfectly obey all my
commands, and live ;”—but, “ BeLieve
ON THE LORD JEsus CHRIST AND THOU
SHALT BE 8avED.” ¢ The word of faith
is nigh unto thee ;” now at this instant,
in the present moment and in thy pre-
sent state, sinner, as thou art, just as
thou art, believe in the Gospel, and “I
will be merciful unto ¢y unrighteous-
ness, and ¢hy iniquities will I remember
10 more.”

el

God’s Ownership of the Sea.
God has given the land to man, but
the sea He has reserved for Himself:
“ the ses is His, and He made it.” He

has glven man “no inheritance in 1t,
no, not so much as to sét his’ foot on.”
If he enters its dox;w,n, he enters it “as
a pilgrim and & stfanger. ' He j iy pass
over if, but he can have no abiding place
upon 1t He cannot buiild hig  house, nor
80 much as pluCh his tent within'it. He
cannot mark it with his liries, nior subdue
it to his uses, nor rear. his monitments
upon it. If hé has done any brillienit
exploit upon ; its strface, he canhot per-
p2tuate the memory of it by efecting 50
muchi a¢ an arch or a p111ar It stead-
fastly refuses to own him as its lord aund
master, It is not afraid of him, s is-the
land. Its dépths do not tremble ab his
coming. Its waters do not flée when hé
appeareth. 'When it hears of him, then
it laughs him to scorn. Allthestrengih
of all his-generations.is.to it as a feather
before the whirlwind, and all the nmse
of his commerce, a.nd all the thundes £
his navies it can hush in a2 moment
within the silexce of ils impenetrable
abysses. Whoi. armies ha\o gone down
into the unfithomable G. . kness, and not
'a floating bubble marks the place of
their disappearing. If all the popula-
tions of the world, from the beginning of
time, were cast inte its depths, the
smooth surface of its oblivion would
close over them in an hour; and if all
the cities of the earth, and all the struct-
i ares and mountains that were ever
reared by man, were heaped together
over that grave for a tombstone; it - could
not break the surface of the deep, and
lift back their memory to- the light of
the sun and the breath of the upperair;
the sea would still clap his hands in tri-
umph over them, and roll the billows
of his derision a thousand fathoms
above the topmost stone of that mighty
sepulchre. The patient earth submits
to the rule of man, and the mountaing
bow their rocky heads before the ham-
mer of lis power 'and the blast of his
terrible enginery. But the sea cares hot
for him ; not so much s a single hair's
breadth can its level be lowered or lifted
by all the art, and all the effort, and
all the enginery of all the generations of
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“Pli land tells of.man 'because his
; ,footprmts are there, and his, marks and
monuments are on every side. But the
gaa does not tell of him; for he can build
no montiments upon ifs domam. Though
‘he travel a thousand years:upon the same
path he leaves upon it 19 _footprint to
tell where heﬂ?aﬂ been. Nor can he,
with all his ski

receivé any impression or keep any me-
morial of him, He comes and goes
‘wpon it,, and a,moment after it is as if
he haa never been there, e may en-
grave his titles upon the mountam—top,
and quarry his signature into ‘the -foun-
da,tlons of the globe ; bub he cannot write
'his name.upon the sea,—Leonard Swain,
'D.,;D. . : .

4 A:r...

Christ the Guxdmg Star :
Chiist is the true- star to lead all

. earth's travellers in the way of safeW
and peags. “ Some few years ago;” says
a writer in Home Wopds, ‘a young
man _in South Amenca had o travel

thtough the night for a distance of about |

seventy miles. , The track lay across the
prairie, where he might very easily lose
his way. Before he started a friend
gave him a word of direction. ¢Go
straight, with your eye.fixed on thatstar,
and you cannot go wrong, ' hesaid, point-
'mg t a bright star rising on, the hori-
ion. He took the advice, and found
himsglf in afew hours close to the place
which he desired to reach.”

<

Christ the Centre of Theéology.

An American .writer says:—“ We
‘have 71 ouf ‘congregation a little deaf
and dumb boy. On Sabbath he loves
to have his mother find for him the
words that we are all singing, though
the music never thrills hisquiet ear, nor
touches his heart. -He looks at the hymn,
glides his little finger over. every «word
to.the end if he finds ¢ Jesus’ there, he
is satisfied and ohsorbed to the close of
the singing ; but if the word ‘Fesus’ is

fix upon it any mark| -
of ownershlp It steadfasﬂy refuses to|

Sentence tell,
‘Take your arrow from the quiver and

not there, he closes the book, and \will .
have nothing more b do thh it * So
should: we test the religien of ‘the day :

—if'wo find Jesus' the central thought

of any systehi of theology, it is good, it
will do for i8; if not, turn away and
have nothing fo do with it.”
-
A Definite Aim.”

Do not sow the Word broadcast but,
as ‘the Scotch would say, "«Dibble it
i #* Maké'a holein the ground with a
sharpened stick, and push the seed into
the earth with your heel! Let every
Shoot with an aim.

o,

put it on the bow 'with your eye on the
soul and on ‘the throne, then let it go
home. Do not-pull-it-out— Let it be
a distinet and felt impression. Do not
talk to human beings who are asleep.
I have no faith in somnambulism in
church. “Let every eye be engaged as
though it would look you through and
throuOh Give the children something
worth receiving, and send the truth
home.—Dr. Ormiston,
Under the Rock.

A lady was riding in her carriage,
when, spying a beavtiful flower hy the
side of a large rock, she alighted to take
it up, that she mlght remove it to her

1 conservatory, but found that, delicate as

it appeared, it resisted all her efforts,
because the root ran under the rock.
Ah, thougbt she, this is an illustration
of the safety of the Christian, whose life
of beauty is under the shelter of the
Rock, and whose root of strength runs
far beneat;h it.

The old city of Troy had buf one gate.
Go round and round and round the city,
and you could find mno other. If you
wanted te get in, there was but one
way, one way, and no other. + So to the
strong and. beautiful city of Heaven
there is one gate, and no ofher. Do you
know what it is ¢ Chuist says, “ Iam
#he Door.”
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The Love of Money.. .
‘A greed for wealth growg with years

A o miser of. New York, a, thel
agq, fonrscore,,.one day . txpttered,,out
i.lll e stregt. A friend..asked  him|;

0w, he felt... “ feel . batter to- dpy,"

‘the ol& man replied, eagerly ; “ stocks|
are up.”

Ah! what a fare that old. millionaire
had to pay for. .ravlelimg farther and
faster than othe:s on the road to wealth.
1t. shrivelled up his very. soul. ‘Tt is not

»eésy ) oivn gold without its bummg ‘

No. man can mdke money safely
and wisely, unless he holds his earnings
as a trugt from God., And “what shall
it profit a man, if 'he gain the whole
wonld and lose his own soul 7"

4 ——

Our Copy.
Have you ever noticed how badly
boys write at the bottom of the pages in
theéir copy-books ¢ There is the copy at
the top, and in the first line they look at
that ; in the second line they copy their
ownimitation ; ; in the third line they
copy their imitation of their imitation ;
and so the writing "grows worse and
worse os it descends the page. Now,
the apustles followed Christ ; the first
fathers imitated the apostles ; the next
fathers copied the first fathers ; and so
the standard of holiness tell dreadfully;
and now we are too apt ‘to follow the
very lees and dregs of Christianity ;
and we think if we are about as good as
our poor, imperfect ministers or leaders
in the church, that we shall do well
and deserve praise.—-Spus geon.

— - @

Ministers must not be ambitious of
broaching new opinions, framing new
sc'hemes, or coining new expressions,
bot must conter t themselves with
pléin, practical things, with the word
‘that is nigh ws even in our mouth and
in our heart. We need not go np to

The Two Methods.

Thete ard lIwo methods by w'.hlch
Christisn’ workers try to advancg._Gods
kl‘ngdom upon \earﬂl One of
'stiperficial And” &eceptw‘e 5 'tHe other

1¢al andfruitful. '\ Manf. sifipoke
that the'World s to be baved by. the

‘adoption of oufward reforms, by loppiii
off Ei);hzs aéd t'hat"‘(lv‘ﬂ custom): byéi, le
enadtitlg of. rightecus laws, by the )
ishmient of criminals, and the prmse of
‘them that do well.

To! &bny that such measures ars ‘of
exceeding Yalue and'§ roperly bélong to
Christisn progress, would be the helght
‘of bigotry ; dnd yet it'is absolutely true
‘thatthese are not the mogt mportan ‘o}-
jects 16" be 'spught. ‘They aré sxmply
the results-and" aecompamments of trde
Christianity, which is an inner -life, ‘a

" 1100t principle,--from- which-all-real .and

permanent. reforms must proceed.  The
true, method of cleansmg society is to
subJect the hearts of individuals to the
great Parifier. Out of the heart pro-
ceedeth all ‘the sins which make' the
world misefable.  If covetoushess
breaks forth ‘in érimes against property,
the surest preventative will be found in
the destruction of covetousness, not in
laws against theft and swindling. If
intemperance abounds, it can be most
surely restricted and ﬁnal]y crished by
personal self: control, ‘founded on relig-
ious principle. Laws are indeed help-
ful, but our chief reliance must inevit-
ably be on the controlling spirit within
the hearts of men. If we ¢an gain the
single advantage of infliencing that
spmt in behalf of Ghrist, we have done
more to. help the world to-a higher life
than in planting a multitude of reforms
in that stony ground of mere surface
experience, where they have not much
earth, and must of necessity, being with-
oub root soon wither away.

-

']hose that would know God’s mind
must observe his appointments, and

deaven, nor down to the deep, for mat- ; attend thereé where they may kear his

ter or language, in our preackhing.

iwozd Jer. xvm
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Gatherings.
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It well becomes the men of God, with
tenderness and concern to inquire about
the welfare of their friends and their
families.

Ministers of eminent gifts and stations
should make themselves familisr with
those that are every way their inferiors,
and know their character and state. 2
Kings iv.

The holiest and best of men some-
times have their lawful and pious re-
quests denied. God is pleased to answer
our necessities rather than oui requests.
1 Peter i,

Those who expect God to henr their
prayers must be willing to hear reason,
to hear a faithful reproof, and to hear
the complaints and appeals of wronged

innocency. dJudges viii.

Divine revelation is one of the first
and greatest of divine favours with which
the church is blessed; for God restores
us to himself by revealing himself to us,
and gives us all good by giving us know-
ledge. Ps. ciii.

Those that would be instrumental in

conveying spiritual life to dead souls,.

must affect themselves with their case,
and accommodate themselves to it, and
labour fervently in prayer for them.

. Ptophets should endeavour to make
every place théy come to, in some way
or other the better for- them, endeavour-
ing to sweeten bitter spirits and to. make
ba,rren souls fruitfull by ‘the .due appli-
cation of the word of God.

In the raising of dead souls to spiri-

tual life, ministers can do no. more by'|’

their own power than to lay the word
before their faces: There is mneither
‘voice - nor’ hearing #ll Christ, by ‘his
Spirit, comes himself: The letter-alone
kills, it is the Spum that gives life: it
1s not prophesying upon dry bones, that
will put life into them: Breath njust

coine from Heaven and breathe. upon=
ernf'us on. Ps..exxiv.

the slain.

A child of prayer, is, in a special
manner, bound to be a good child.

The edifying of the church will be
the glorifying of God, and therefore we
may be assured it will be done in the
set time, .

We 1 ;rfeit the benefit of ordinances
if we make an ill use of them. Ps. lii.

Whatever the troubles of the church
are, God’s mercy is a sovereign remedy.
Ps exxiii.

God has many ways of disabling
wicked men to do the mischief they de-
sign against the Church, and shaming
their counsels, Ps. CxXix.

God’s people have always had marny
enemies, and the state of the church
from its infancy has frequently been an
afflicted state,

The delight God takes in his church
and the continuange of his presence with.

‘his church, are the comfort and joy of {|.

all its members. Ps. exxxii.

God is, and always will be, to his
church, a gracious, faithful, wonder-
workmf7 God, and his church is and
will be the same to. him; a thankful, .
praising people; and ‘thus his name en: |
dureth for ever. P eXXXV. .

The poor musb pray for those j;hat
are kind and liberal to them, and" thus
requite them, when they are not capable
of making them any other requital.
Ruth ii.

God gives us leave, in prayer; not
-only to. ask good: things in general, bt
to meuntion t;hat special good thing which
we most need and desire. 1 Sam. i.

It i§ a comfort to all that lay the
intérests of God’s Tsrael near then' hearts
that Israel’s-God is the same that ‘made
the ! Woﬂd, and therefore will have a |
church inthe world, and-can secure that

chutch in the times of -the: greatest
-danger and disfress.

In’ hlm, therefore;
le’ the church’s friends. put their -con- .
fderice, and they-shall not be put to

)
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