Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below,

‘ | Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

I | Covers damaged/
| Couverture endommagée

Covers restored anc’/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

! Coloured maps/

Cartes géographiques en couleur
Coloured ink {i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou itlustrations en couleuy

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d‘autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I’'ombre ou de la
distorsion le fong de la marge intérieure

Biank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L'Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu‘il
lui a été possible de se prosurer, Les détails de cet

exemplaire qui sont peut-Gtre uniques du point de vue

bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués

ci-dessous,
l | Coloured pages/
| Pages de couleur
E‘ Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pagass restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

lz Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
| Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pagos détachées

l \/ Showthrough/
| Transparence

Quality of print varies/

Qualité inégale de V'impression

\/' Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index(es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de |’en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

22X 26X 30x

12X 16X 20X

28X 28X

32X




THE

CANADIAN PRESBYTER.

JULY, 1858.

THE SYNOD OF 1858, -

This Aunual Festival of our Chureh has just terminated. Those who haye
taken part in its solernities and labours have now retired to their homes
and aro chewing the cud of reflection. It is now a thing of the past and takes
its place amony the records of time. Tt shall we believe have an influence much
or little upon the future destinies of our Church, We may reckon it among
the forees by which the Governor of the Universe is impelling the various sec-
tions of the Church towards the grand climnereric of His Blernal purposes. The
Assvmblies of the Churches we h.wc long regarded as the remustering and re-
plenishing of the armics of the living God. Iu these councils past errors and
defections, both personal and collective, may as from an elevated position in the
kingdom be accurately noted, The work also of the future may with some

< clearness be swrveyed, and an estimate formed of the labours to which the

faithful servant must sumion himself, These uses we ave persuaded the reflect-
ing will be able to make of our past Annual Assemoty. It will be henceforth

_ tosuch the milestone which tells silently of past progress, and from which we

should advance to the goal of Christian perfection that is yet beyond us.

1t is matier of <,0|)gnuul:lt|on that so many brethven from distant parts of the
country were able to eet tog-ther with so much cxternal comfort—we numbered
97 Ministers and 56 Elders. We had the pleasure of secing one another face
to face, and of exchanging those courtesies and congratulations which are so
pleasing to the Christian heayt. It is evident that as a Synod we are waxing
strong 3 although the dew of our youth be yet upon us, and qur heads are but
«delicately tinted with the frosts of winter, nevertheless we are growing in strength
like a young giant, and acquiring the maturity of age. We increase by ten
Ministers every year with their corresponding Elders and people; and with
this increase we are accumulating to ourselves at aggregate of virtues, which
«very year gives more of wholeness and completeness to our body. OurSynod.
i ot yet so large as to become unwieldy., A deliberative Assembly to be use-
Aful should not be smaller than ours is. In a small Assembly discussions are apt
o gender into scattering conversations without point or power, and there i- a dan--
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ger of personal individuality becoming a more prominent fecling than that of
corporate unity § The “one-man power” is also more likely to be felt, and banefully
folt, when our numbers are few. Al this is avoided when by the considerable size
of the convention of persons the individual becomes merged in the body ; and the
variety of gifts and talents thus brought into action work as checks a. ~ coun-
ter-checks to prevent anything like the autocratic predominance of one mind,
A large Assembly of intelligent and cultivated Christian minds affords a fine
field for the excrcise of the highest gifts, while it effectually curbs the presunp.
tion that would imperiously dictate or command,

A stranger to our proceedings may ask us, after such a preface as that fu
which we have indulged, Well, what have you been doing with or in this fine
Assembly into which you have grown

In the first place we appointed for the first time iu the history of the Church
a Moderator who had been educated, licensed, and ordained in Canada. Hi.
therto the ancients from the fatherland who had borne the burden and heat of
the day in the Colonial field had been appointed, to this honorable office. But
without disparagement to the Fathers who yet remained to be thus honored, it
was thought a becoming and a graceful act to place an elder-born of the Cana-
dian Church upon our Episcopal Throne. 1 T'he esteemed minister of Ottawa the
Rev. Thomas Wardrope was therefore with one voice cordially called to the
office. He bore the sceptre with diguity and grace, maintaining the peacd and
enforcing order without offence. His «flicial addresses were neat, clear, and
pointed; and he discharged the functions of his office with credit to himself,
and satisfaction to his brethren. .

‘We had next our season of pleasing and profitable devotion. God was
praised for past blessings and mercies, for the measure of His Spirit’s power and
influence which had been sent to the Churches, for the progress of the Redeem.
er'’s cause in this and other lands. Sins and short-comings were confessed,
pardon implored, grace to be more faithful in future besought. That the
Great Head of the Church would grant us wisdom to guide us in all our deli-
berations the Synod earnestly and we trust effectually prayed.

The Knox's College Aet of Incorporation came to be considered at an early
Diet. Difficulties had arisen in carrying this Act through Parliament. Those
whom we reckon among our friends in the House of Assembly opposed us be-
cause they believed the “ Act” to be objectionable in some of its clauses. We
as a Synod wished to bind our College property to our principles, and for this
purpose insisted that the “ Confession of Faith, Larger and Shorter Catechisms,
with the Form of Church Government” should be specified in the * Act” &
‘the documents in which the principles and doctrines to be taught in the College
were to be found. The Protestant opposition in ths Legislature alleged that
‘they had long been contending against this introduction of religious wmatters in-
to the Legislature on the grounds of public policy, and especially in opposition
to the pretensions of the Roman Catholic Chureh, and that therefore they could
not consistently support such a clause as the one alluded to in our Bill. It was
said by them-that the object at which the Synod aimed, namely; to bini
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the propery to the principles of the Church vould be attained in a way not
open to objection, that this could be accomplished by inserting the principles
of the Chureh in the Deed by which the present College property would be
conveyed to the Incorporation. They had no objections to grant assimple
w Act of Incorporation” giving the Synod power to hold and govern the
College in any way they thought proper, only that it should contain no specific
logislation on veligious questions. Up to the meeting of the Synod, however, the
Comutittee saw no way by which the property presently held and in future to be
acquired could be effectually bound to our principles unless there were a speci-
fication of the Standards, in which these principles are to be found, in the body
of the “Act” itself. It was seen that although the preseat property might be
conveyed in such a way, and on such conditions as to secure é¢ to our principles,
set it appeared that property or endowments to be hereatter acquired, would fall
to be administered according to the provisions of the “ Act” itself.  An ¥ Act”
therefore, which did not cover with our principles all the property which we
might and which we hoped to acquire for our College was not deemed ade-
quate to our wauts.

The Synod therefore, after some debate and deliberation, unanimously in-
structed their Committee to use their best endeavours to get the * Act” passed
without delay ; giving them, at the same time, a discrotionary power to make
any alterativns that might remove opposition, and at the same time sceuro the
objects of the Synod.

For the information of the Church we may here suy, that with a view if-pos-
sible of aveiding collision with the esteemed members of our own Charch in
the Legislature, the Committee of Synod requested a conference with them im-
mediately atter the vising of the Court. This was obtained ; and, after much
discussion and explanation, it was suggested by Mr. McKellar, that probably the
views of both parties would be met by substituting for our second clause, in
which the “Standards” weve specified, a clause to the offect, “That the Synod,
at its next meeting, should declare, in a bye-law, the principles and doctrines
which shall be taught in the College, or the books and documents in which such
principles and doctrines are contained, and that such bye-law should be unalter-
able and should govern the administration of all property that might hereafter
be avquired.” The Committee felt that this would effectually enable the Church
to bind the College property most thoroughly to our principles. It was also
accepted by the opposition as a solution of the difficulty. Other objections
of 2 less important character were taken to the form of other clauses, but the
Committee found that these could be removed without altering in the least thw
character of the Bill. Instead, therefore, of specifying the machinery by which
the College should be managed and its property administered, general powers
were inserted in the Act by which the Syned can regulate and determine, as it
sees fit, the election and removal of Professors and Tutors; the constitution of
the Senate; the appointment and fanctions of a Board of Management ; and

can make and re-make bye-laws, ad libitum, for the regulation of the whole affairs
of the Coliege. . . , S
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"To the * Act,” in this form, wo are not asware that any one objects. The

Synod cbtains all that it asks, and is invested with most ample powers uver the
College.  The Synod's next earo will be to frame such a coustitntion and such
bye-laws as will meet with tha approbation of the Chureh and seeure that the
important. aftahis peitaining to the school of the prophets shall bo condusted
with wisdom and discretion on the sure basis of the Word of God.
" The College itscif, we may here say, is, considering all things, in a satisfae-
tory position ; not that it is by any means perfeet, or in all points of view such
ag we can boast ofy but it is answering the ends of its justitution, and promises
in process of Lime to be an honor as well as an ornament to the Church. Iis
present buildings, which we have-always thought insignificant and auciont-lnok.
ing, will suflice until some munificent friend of the Church will oreet for us a
more suitable and stately edifice. Tts course of study is such as may be found
in similar institutions; and it is worthy of iemaik, that special attantion is given
to the critical examination of Biblical Hebrew and Greek, A little niore young
life would, we believe, be an improvement in our College.  And we do ot see
why, for this purpose, special Lectureships should not be instituted, by which
the gifts and attainments of our ministers in partienlar branches of study, out
of the range of tho regular course.of inbtruction, might be made available to
enlarge the eurricalum of our students.  We question whether the bearings of
modern science upon Theology bas yet had any place in our College, or whether
the modern aspects of philosophical infidelity have received adequate attention,
These subjects are second to none in importance.  Ignorance regarding them is
inexcusable in a Minister of the Gospel.  We trust, therefore, that no rigid ad-
hercnee to antique forms of Collegiate instruction will deter the governors and
guardians of the College from instituting or recommending some new methods
by which the minds of our students may be ripened and their ficld of knowledge
enlarged.  One greas difficulty the College fias haul to contend with, is tho ob-
taining of students whose early training an(l intellectual culture fit them to enter
at once and with advanfage into the higher departments of a Theological curri-
culum. But we have reason to hope that this evil is in process of being reme
died. Grammar-schools and other facilities for obtainiug a classical education
are increasing thronghout the country, the fre'ts of which the Church will cer-
tainly reap in duc time. The College is undoubtedly worthy of the most liberal
gupport and cordial encouragement which the members of the Church can give
it. Many able minirters have gone forth from its halls to labour in the vine
yard of the Lord. Its excellences are many and worthy of praise. Its defects
are incident to our prsition as a young church ; and, while they mnay be regret:
ted, they may yet be remedied by the exercise of wisdom and liberality.

The “Union Question” next engaged the serious attention of the Synol,
but to that we shall devote a separate article, to which we would direct the spe
gial aitention of our readers. Union was nnquestionably the subject of the
Session. Its discussion and decision was looked forward to with the deepest
interest and anxiety by many both within and without the circles of our respec:
tive Churches, There can be no doubt that the christian people of bouth deue-
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minatious earncstly desiro to :ee this union effeeted, and will rejoice with very
great joy when the auspicious event is ronsummated. We believe that among
our people geuerally there is an alinost camplete identity of bulief and opinion as
regards the great doctrines and principles which,as Presby terinn Churchies,wo hold.
They cannot appreciate the nico distiuctions and fine definitions for which
Jenrned divine , so ardently contend.  The devont members of our Churches fecl
and avow that the Bible should be the rule of n man's life, in whatever sta*ion
hie may boe placed ; and that all his public or ofticial, as well ag his private
or persumnt] netions, ought to be, and shall be,judged of by it« infallible standard
of truth and duty, They would as sonn think of lisowning the authority of the
Ten Commandments as that of tho Lord Jeens Christ, the Governor among the
ations. ‘They are accustomed to read, that, npon Ch ist's vesture and thigh,
there is » name written, “King of Kings und Lovd of Lords  To raise ques-
tions, therefore, as to the limits of his regal aathority seems to west of them
vain disputadons,  Our people are equally elear as to the rights and Jiberties of
conscience.  They do not imagine for a moment that the Civil Magistrate
should interfere, by legislation or otherwise, with the religious convictions or
practices of the people ; they judge, that, so long as these are not contrary to
the acknowledged public weal, and do not infringe upon the just liberties of
others, they shoull not be interfered with

"As to State Endowments, there is an almnst wniversal dislike to them among
the religious and thinking people of this country, The feeling of manly inde-
pendence recoils from the thought of their being eleemosynary pensioners of the
State in the matter of their religion.  Such being the state of the public mind
generally among Presbyterians it is no wonder that they should see no obstacles
to union, and, considering its manifest advantages for the promotion of true reli-
gion, should ardently desire its consummation. It is the ministers and not the
people who conjure up stumbling-blocks and invent seruples,  Could the minis-
ters only be brought to terms, there would nnt, we belicve, be a more united or
harmonious Church anywhere than the proposed * Can.dian Presbyterian
Church,” .

Mary other questions, of much interest in an ecelesiastical point of view, were
under consideration, and decided by the Synod,  Oune of some importance
to the discipline of the Church was “carefully eonsidered, and. as we think,
wisely determined. That was, “ Whether a Sewsion were at liberty to vefuse
admission into the communion ofthe Churelhi to persous engaged in the traffic in
intoxivating liquors #  The unanimous decision was, that only on the evidence
of actual vice or unworthiness in conunection with that traffiv shounld applicants
for the privileges of the Church be rejected.  The Synod however, considering
that much vice and misery arose out of the use and sale of intoxi-ating drinks,
put it upon vecord, that, while they camnot give sanction to the prin-iple that
the sale of spirituous liquors is in all cases sinful, and ther fore a valid ground
of exclusion from the privileges of the Chureh, yet that the common forms of
that traffii: ave inimical to personal christianity, and a most formidable obstacle

to the progress of the Gospel, and therefore they urge upon Ministers and Ses-
-
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sions to use diligence to prevent any over whom they have influence from en
gaging in such traffic. A Chvistian Church could not do less than this. There
:an be no greater cwrse to any land than the vice of intemperance, It sadly de-
files this Province, grievously hinders the progress of Christ’s kingdom, and
aunually destroys many of the best and most promising of our citizens. Tt i8
pleasing to find that in our Chureh we have office-bearers and members whoy
from conscientious motives, have abandoned the traffic in lguors even in its
most respectable and profitable forms.  We trast that the number of such per
sons.will increase every year; and that the time is coming, when, cxcept for
manufacturing and medicinal uses, the traffic will be proseribed by the public
sentiment, and abandoned by every professing Christian,

There was also an interesting discussion on the question of the Baptism of
converts from the Chureh of Roine.  Some of the brethren thought that as the
<hurch of Rome hal no titie to be consilered a Church of Christ, but was
rather a Synagogue of Satan, her baptisms were therefore not Christian bap-
tisms, and should not be recognised by us.  Others again thought that the sub-
stance and the validity of baptism s'ill remained in the Popish Church notwith
standing her apostacy and the superstitious and idolatrous vites which she had
added to the ordinance; and that, further, it would nut be wise to depart from
the views and practices of the Reformers on this question, who all held the vali-
dity of Romish baptism.  Finally, a Comuittee was appointed to prepare all
overture on the subject to be sent down to Presbyteries for their consideration
the purport of which is that Romish baptism is not henceforth to be regarded
as Christian baptisim, and that consequently converts from that Church should
Le baptiscd on their admmission into the epmmunion of our Church.

Another question cognate to this was the reation of baptised infants to the
Church.  Our Standards unquestionably regard them as in some sense members
of the Chureli—amenuble to its discipling, and under obligations, as they ad-
vance in years, to conform thenselves to its principles and teachings. On such
points there is no ditference of opinion among us, The question is, how shall
tiiis velationship of baptised persons to the Church be practically recognised and
its obligations enforced 3 ¥ It was felt that more attention should be shown by
the Church 1o its young baptised members— that they should be regarded as 19
satechumens, and that it should be its special care to see that they were instruct
ed in divine truth, and brought into full communion with the Church. It appears
to us that thisis a work to which the elders should give special attention, and
that miuisters stould regard it as second in importance only 1o the preaching ©*
the Gospel.  We rejoice to know from the testimony of brethren that ouf
Church is not indifferent to this duty, and that in regard to it a great and gOod
work is being done by its ministers, office bearers and members, 1t is 10 be

hoped that parents will become more alive to the importance of impressing upo?
their children the sacred obligations of their baptism, and not relax in their
endeavours until their offspring have taken npon themselves the full profGS*iO"
of Christian discipleship, A Committec was appoinied to consider and report
upon this subject.
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Our Foreign Mission, as is well known to our readers, has, by reason of the
:‘dian revolt, been abandoned. No new field has yet appearedl eligible to the
Committee. 1t is, however, fondly hoped that ere another year passes we shall

&ve entered into some par of the wide and inviting field of heathenism. In
the meantime the Synod has appointed that our next annual collection for
I"Oreign Missions shall be appropriated to the Foreign Missions of the Free
Churely of Scotland.

Other matters, such as Home Missious, the State of Religion, and Statistics of
Fhe Chureh, were brought before the Synod and in reference to which, aratify
‘"g reports were made. Asreganrls the Freneh Canadian Mission, it was agreed
t{_’ appoint the collection as formerly, and, at the same time, a Committee, con-
Ssting of the Presbytery of Montreal and others, to consiler and report to next
meeting of Synod the best means of discharging the duty which the Church
Owes to the French Canadiauns in Lower Canada.

The business of the Session terminated on Tuesday the 22nd June, at a late
?lom-, and the Synod was dissolved with the usual formalities. The next meet-
g is appointed to be held in Toronto on the second Tuesday of June, 1859.

e cannot conclude our sketch of this meetinr without an expression of grati-
tde (o christian friends in Hamilton for their cordial and munificent hospitali-
ties. The Presbyterian interest in this fair city is unguestionably sirong, vigor-
s and lively. It gives promise of expanding with the advance of time, and of
leavening the community with its noble principles.

In reviewing our past labours, while we cannot but feel somewhat humbled on
3ccount of nany shortcomings, yet we may be permitted to rejoice at the fra-
rnal spirit of our winisters and elders; the manliness and good temper of our
d-ebat,es ; the spirit of christian progress which characterised all our determina-
tiens and projects ; and the ardour with which the various Presbyteries are pro-
fecuting their missionary labours. Our whole proceedings were couducted with
Wuch order and gravity. We are acquiring experience, if not also wisdom and
Brace, For all which it becomes us to be devoutly thankfu! to Christ, our Lord.

THE PRESENT ASPECT OF THE UNION QUESTION.

To the late meeting of our Synod at Hamilton our brethren of the United
.Presbyterian Church sent a deputation of their number to convey fraternal ureet-
s and to present their resolutions on the question of union. The deputies
Were men of piety and prudence. They discharged their functions with singu-
ar address and ability.  Their specches were frank and manly. Their expres-
Sions of fraternal atiection were chastened with the evident grace of Christian
Singerity. That union was the object of their heart’s desire was very obvious,

at their views differed from our own on the great doctrine of the Head-
8hip of Christ over the nations, we could not discover. It would be hard for
80y one of us to raise a single objection to the opinions they expressed on
the questions at isue, or to use other language concerning them than that
Which they did.  True, it was not their object to speak polemically, to wrgue
lhe points in debate, or to give much prominence to our differentia ; neverthe-
&s8, men who could speak with so much sincerity the language which they




200 " TUE CANADIAN PRESBYTER,

spoke, are not men with whom we should be unwilling o ento* into the most
intimate Christian fellowship,  Theso brethren mnst have felt that th heart of
our Synod was one with heirs, and that if imaginavy lines of form and order
did separate we, they were, to all intents and purp ses, one with us nud we with
them,  We would sweur more favourably of unjon if wo could got n face-to-faco
and heart-ta-heart conference with our brethren of the Unired Preshyterinn
Churehy  Doetrines arrayed agaiust doctrines are like so muny wooden solliers
ranged in opposition to one another s theio they will for ever stand grinning
at one another, 1s firm aud immovable as any st old hero could desire. Not
musele will they move, not a hait’s breadily will they compromise.  No host
eugaced in glorions war could by firmer or more endurving than they.  But this
is the i:mnn%ilit,v of things witwonr leat or life,  Could you give thum hearts
the: would either be fired with ardour to de troy one another, or if sueh a thing
would be folly, they would be equally ardent to lay down their aims and frater.
nize. Put then lifo an'l heart into docirines, by bringing the living men who
hold the dortrines fa e to face,  If the doctrings be really and essntully antas
onistic to one unother, then et the men for truth’s sake contend cainestly
51% trath may triumply but if the hemt finds that the points and angles of
geparation and discord mny be smoothed down by the friction of Christian Love,
then let them pile their arms anil fratornize,  Could our two Synnds be brought
face to faee for two days together, and the glory and love of our common Lord
kept prominently before them as the great end of their personal life and Church
organization, a happy union would,'we arve persuaded, by the result,

After the Deputies had been heard, we entered upon the consideration of the
“union question™ by first hearing the report of vur own section of the Committee
a3 1o the vesults of the past year's labows,  They had been appoiuted by the
Synod of 1857 to couter further with the Committee of the Unite'l Presbyterian
Church as to the practicalapplication of the principles agreed to by the Joint Com-
mittees of 1856, on the ** Headship of Chuist,” “ The Liberty of Conscience,” and
“The Duties of the Civil Magistrate,” anl to ascertain what prospect there would
be of united action iu carrying out these principles in the event of a union of the
Churches.

In putsuance of these instructions the Committees discussed together (1) the ques-
tion of State Endowmentsof Religion, aud while it appeared that we on the one hand
held that theState may lawfully vtter cudowinents, our friends on the otherheld that
the Churen could not faw fully aceept, vt account of its currupting tendencies, sup-
portat the hands of the State. LieJoint Comunittees howe er agreed, thar,as these
questions were not terms of commnunion in vither church, forbearance should be
exercisel in regard to them by brethren on either side.  (2) The Committees also
considered the question of ths “ Bible in Common Schools ™ That it should be
used, and that the Church shiould constantly aim to secure this end, all were
agreed.  That, while the Civil Magistrate should not enforee ils use upon any,
he should give every fuality for its introduction and constant use in the public
schaols of the country, was also joiutly agreed to. (3) As regards the appoint-
ment of days of humilintion and thanksgiving by the Civil Anthority, the Com-
mittees unanimously agreed that there are times wher such days cught to be
observed ; and that, while the magistiate must not prescribe the religious exer-
eises, e may, in order w secure & general concurrence, nominate the day and
recommend its observance.  Other minor poin's as, for example, the friendly
relations of the United Church to the Churches in Britaing the amalgamation
of our respective Theologival Institutions; the namo of the wunited hurch,
namely, “The Canadian . resbyterian Chuseh,”-—on all these there was a cor-
dial agreanent. The Juint Committee, in the conclusion of their report, expressed
the conviction that any differences which confessedly exist between the Churches
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are vot of such a nature ns to prevent cordial co-operation, and that theso may
and should be ade matters of mutual christian llorbeur:mce; they, therefore,
recommended that their statements and Articles should be adopted by the rese
pective Synods as a basis of nnion.

A similar veport to this was wade to the Synod of the United Presbyterian
Church by s Commitice, and was debnied with mueh interest by them. After
long and careful deliberation they adopte] a series of resolutions to the effect,—
That they wero desirous of unity, and persuaded of its practicability without
compromise of any principle that the action of the Joint Committee had
served un important purpose in preparing the way for n basis of union j that
their Committee bo again appointed, with instructions 1o frsune  Lasis of union
to consist of the great leading principles on whiclt the two churches are agreed,
and waich shall provide tor a full nud unfettered forben-unee on the points on
which thoy confessedly differ 3 that such basis should be sent to Presbyteries
and Sessions for considernt on, and, if necesary, a epecial meeting ot Synod
called in Octobes with a vi-w 10 innediate union,

The question thas cune before our Syuad in the most vomylete form, and, ag
vompared with the other Synod, we vortainly stond on the * coigne of vantage.”
We liad the report of the Commiteee and the overt action of the Umited Presby-
terian Synod upon it,  We had nothing to conjerture, The Committees medi-
ating, as well as the other Synod had taken theiv positions, it was now for us,
with a full view of the field, to take what gronud scemed best in our eyes.

The discussion of the question in our Synod was conducted with freedom and
vigour. A spirit of Christian kindness and frankuess characterised the cel:ites.
That thero was some *strong” speaking, aud oceasional hand-to-hand conflicts,
camnol bo denied 3 but these were the results of that sincerity and earnestuess
of purpose, which, in th uecessary conflicts of thought, will ever be found asso-
ciated with a manly christian independence of mind, 1t is the conflict of flint
and steel that elicits the sparkling light ; so it is tho conflict, we believe, of hard,
clear, and generous minds with one another that will clicit the light of truth
and duty. The men, therefore, who ery out “Ichabod ! Ichabod ! and assume
Jooks of lamentation and woe when brethren wield their intellectual weapons
against one another with more vigour than grace, ave weak brethren who will
never prop a falling, or advauce the welfare of n rising, cause,  From theso re-
marks let no one suppose that our discussions were anything but friendly, If
at any moment they were keen, they were yet always clhiistian.

The livst motion made in our Synod was to the eftect, that the Synod approve
of the Articles of the Joint Committee, and appoint a Committee to prepare a
basis of union in conjunction with the Committee of the United Presbyterian
Chureh, and to be caveful that said basis be in harmony with the principles set
forth iu the * Articles” agreed upon. This was moved by Professor Young, and
supportedd Ly himself and many of the brethven with much ability. 1t did not. how-
ever, satisty those who have ever taken the position of high conservatives ia the
Church.  Dr, Bayne, the recognised leader of this party, in an eftective and skil-
ful speech, moved the adoption of a series of resolutions embracing specific
instruetions for the guidance of the Comumittee on Umon, These resolutions
wre too lung for insertion in our pages. As, however, they will be found in the
“Record,” 1t will be suilicient for ns if wo merely state very briefly their pur-
port.

The first vesolution approves senerally of the “ Articles” of the Joint Commit-
tes ouly, taking exception to the fourth artiele of the second series, as appear-
e to set aside the third article of the first; and expresses an opinion that if
these © Avticles,” especially the firsé series, had been explicitly sanctioned by
the United Presbyterian Synod, & basis might have been framed on which the
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two churches might have united. The second states that the proposal to draw
up a basis of union is premature, inasmuch as the United Presbyterian Church
has not explicitly approved of the aforesaid ¢ Articles,” and have not specified
the nature or amount of the differences of opinion on the pnint of the magis-
trate’s power in matters of religion for which mutual torbearance. is asked,
The third asserts the desirableness of union without compromise of prineiple;
and, with the view of removing obstacles, proposes that an explicit statement be
made of the points of agreement and difterence between the respective Synods,
The fourth re-appoints the Committee, with instructions to bring a statement
before the other section of the Committee,—

First, with vegard to the position of the respective Synods; that we still hold
unchanged our views of the duty which the Civil Magistrate owes to Christ;
that the United Presbyterian Chureh holds views differing from ours on this
question ; that the Synod of that Chureh have never defined or declaren the
principles actually held or allowed to be held by them on this subject; that
until such declaration is made we do not know to what principles differing from
our own we are asked to show forbearance in order to union.

Second, as regards the principles on which we are prepared to enter into
union, the Comnitiee are instructed to submit the tollowing explanations, viz,
that the question of the Enduwment of the Church by the State shall be left an
open question ; that this Synud is anxious to uphold unimpaired its hereditary
testimony as regards the daty whigh meh in their civil relations owe to Christ,
and specially that the Civil Magistrate ought publiely and officially to acknow-
ledge and guide himself by the Word of God, to confess and bow to the autho-
rity of Christ as Governor among the nativns—to see that the government of
the State be based on Christianity—to provide for the religious education of
the young without violence to the conscience of any—to recognise the Sabhath
not merely as a day of rest but as a Divine institution, and therefore to be kept
sacred. Finally, that the Committee be empowered if they see fit to call aspecial
meeting of the Synod to consider the result of their deliberations.

It is evident that these resolutions contain an implicit expression of dissatis-
faction with the labours of the Committee for the past two yewrs. They pro-
ceed on the assumption that nothing has yet been done, or at least well done,
in the way of cliciting the points of agreement and difference between the two
Synods. They would in fact ignore all the past, and make a tabulu rasa of our
minutes as regards the question of Union.  They ask us to proceed de novo, and
to begin at the very threshold of the question. On the ground that nothing
had hitherto been done, these resolutions would have been all very good. Tew
would in such a case have taken substantial objection to their terms, But the
Synod were not prepared to look on matters in this light. On the contrary the
general feeling was that much had been done, and that real progress had beea
made,—that the Committee had both éravelled and travailed to some purpose
It is perfectly obvious that all the points contained in Dr. Bayne’s resolutions
have been under the consideration of the ¢'ommittecs, and that their joint Arti-
cles and statements contain a solution of them all. The only point regarding
which there was an appareutgoud ground of objection was in regrd to the want
of au explicit acceptance by the United Presbyterian Church of the prineiples
contained in the jomnt Committees ¢ Articles.” In fact this is the pivot round which
all Dr. Bayue’s resolutions move.  Take this away and they are merely an e
parte repetition of the actings of the Committecs.  Now if it was desirable to
obtain a more explicit. statement of principies from the United Presbyteria
Church this might surely have been urged in less elaborate and formidable
terms than these resolutions contain.  We cannot get rid of the feeling that
they have the aspect of cross-questionming a witness whose testimony we
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very much doubt if not altogether disbelieve. To come to‘the United Presby-
tetian Churcl in such an attitude is not magnanimous. Dr. Bayne would pro-
bably deny that his motion bears such an aspeet, and we do not accuse him of
intending that it should ; still we are greatly mistaken if our United Presbyte-
rian brethren would not view it in this fight, and feel that theiv honor as a
Church was impugned by these resolutions, It may be a subject of regret that
our brethven at their last Synod dil not move explicitly avow their adherence to
the principles on which we are contessdly agreeed.  But if they deemed the form
in which these principles were expressed liable to a construction whi.h would
compromise their testimony and the principles of liberty of conscience for which
they have long contended, can we blame them, if instead of themselves altering
these joint articles they shouldinstruet theirCommittec to draw upa basis in which
the principles contained in these Articles should be expressed in unmistakeable
terms? It appears 1o us that theiraction contemplates the very thing the want of
which we complain, Their Committee is instructed to do a very sensible and em-
inently practical thing, viz : to draw up a basis which will embody the very points
which Dr. Bayne's resolutions require as preliminary steps. The question has now
been for several years gyrating in our Synods. Not a single step has yet been
taken with the professed object of our eitheruniting as one Chureh or agreeing to
remain sepasate on amicable terms. It is now time that the matter were brought
a bearing, and thiat hke sensible men we were making specific proposal, and on
the grounds of these were saying to each other, will ye or will ye not unite? The
man who does not now after all that has been said and written, understand the views
of either side must be very obtuse. What we fearis that with a perfect understand-
ing of the opinions held by each Church, there is a small party in both Synods
who ave not willing on any terms to uunite, and who while saying fine things
abont Union in the abstract ave yet determined that Union shall nut take place
exeept on the recognition of their own opinions. Ifthis be the case,we had better
arrest our negociations at once. It would be folly either to drag such parties
into Union by the sheer foree of the public sentiment, or to leave them behind
to form ‘he nucleus of two separate Churches, and to be a constant source of
perplexivy and ivvitation. Those who desire Union would rather exercise the
Chvistian virtue of paiience for some years to come than be parties to such re-
s'is as these.  If such minorities exist in the Churches, as we fear they do, they
are assuredly assuniing to themselves a grave responsibility and hindering a ma-
utest work of God. That owr Synod is sincerely desirous of Union on such
principles and their practical applications as are set forth in the Committees
“Articles and Staterueuts” is very manifest. The third motion (Mr. D. Fraser’s)
which ultimately carried and which althongh differing slightly from Professor

]Yuung‘s, was yet of the same purport, is sufficient proof of this, It is as fol-
ows :—

The Synod-approve of the articles drawn up by the Joint Committees of the two
Churches, as embodying the views, on the important questions therein treated of, which
this Church bas always been anxious to uphold.

Further, the Synod, although ecmbarrassed by the circumstance that the United Pres-
byterian Church have not, in their resolutions recently laid upon the table, expressed
any opinion regarding the said articles; yet, being assured that they regard the action
of the Joint Committees as having served & most important purpose, in preparing the
way for the formation of a basis of Union, and that they desive the re-appointment of
the Committee of this Church to co-operate with theirs in forming said basis, now re-
sppoint the Committee for that purpose, instructing them to take heed that the basis of
Union be in harmony with the principles set forth in the articles already framed by the
Joint Committees, and now approved by this Synod; and also to give it frankly to be
understood that this Church eannot, in consistency with its views of truth and duty,
lreat with unfettered forbearance all varieties of opinion on the relations of the Magis-
tnates or of Civil Government to revealed religion. But, finally, instruct the Commit~
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tec to assure the Committée of the United Presbyterian Synod, that this Chureh is not
only willing, but sincerely desirous, fo form, without any ncedless delay, & Union with
them on a basis, which, allowing forbearance dn minor relations or applications of the
qnestion, shall distinctly assert the Headship of the Lord Jesus over the nations of the
earth, and the duty of the Civil Magistrate to acknowledge and obey the revela on of
God's authority in His inspired Word., That the Committee be empowered if they shall
see cause to call by requisition to the Moderator a mecting of this Synod at any time
before next ordinary meeting that they may deem desirable, and if they do not deem
this necessary, they shall then report to the Synod at its next ordinary meeting.

The majority in favor of this motion was 126 t1 18, butifwead ! together the
subsequent votes on Prof. Young's and My, Fraser’s motions, which are substan-
tially the same, we have 130 voting on the side of vrogress and only 15 for the
retrograde movement recommended by Dr. Bayne. ‘When we analyse this voie we
fina some facts of striking significance.  Tn the minority of 15 there are 11 minis-
tersand 4 eldeis, Ofthese not one minister belongs to the Preshyteries of London,
Toronto, or Kigston; nor one elder to the Presbyteries of London, Cobourg,

_Kingston, Brockville and Ottawa.  In the Presbytery of Montreal there is only
one minister and one elder; in that of Hamilion six ministsrs and one elder; in
Cobourg three ministers; in Brockville and Ottawa one minister; in Toronto
two clders.

Again, in the majority of 130 there are in Lon-lon Presbytery 22 ministers
and 11 chlers in Hamilton 16 minister§ and t4 ellers; in Toronto 12 minis-
ters and 8 clders; in Cobourg 5 ntinisters and 4 elders; in Kingston 4 ministers
and 5 elders; in Brockville and Ottawa 8 ministers and 4 elders ; in Montreal
10 ministers and 6 eiders. Tn all 78 ministers and 52 clders. This motion may
therefore be taken as a good indication of the mind and heart of the Chureh,
In every Presbytery there is a triumphant majority, and in several a perfect una-
nimity 1nits favour; and from what we know of the minority we are persuaded
that not more than six of them would persist in maintaining the attitude of
protesters, So far therefore as the vote goes the question of Tnion occupies a
most favorable position. The Committee may be sure that they are backed by
the strength of the Church, and that there is besides a high prol ability that
overy man of the fifteen will listen, if not to the voice of reason, at least to that
of Christian affection, and permit their hearts to achieve a victory over their
heads.

It cannot be concealed that the impression upon the public mind from the
discussions in both Synods is, that the prospeet of a Union of the two Churches
is still remote—that in neither is there that entire heartiness in the pursuit of
it which gives promise of success. This impression is we trust a wrong one,
and to be asceribed more to the impeifect way in which the debates have been
reported in the newspapers than to the actions of the Synods themselves,  Sill
after making every deduction it cannot be doubted that the dis-ussious on both
sides have rather retarded than promoted the Unien, and it may be have excited
and given definite form to party feelings and organiz tions whiel had before ejther
no existence or little place in our Synods. Now, however, that the debatings are
over, it is to be hoped that those who write upon the question will avold taunt
ing or recriminating .expressions, and especially such useless and offensive boast:
ing as that if Union does not take place it is not our fault, but that of the other
Church.  Those who write in such a strain are no frienls to Tnion, and have
little conception of* the grave issues which the question involves.

It may be that the checks in the ardent expectations of Union which many
entertained are designed in the providence of God to impose a carefulnes
and a wise doliberation on the part of both Churches, lest by any of our deter-
minations the cause of truth should suffer. Where principles are involved it
cannot be questioned that the utmost caution and circumspection should be.
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observed in the determinate definition of their boundaries. T principles
be once violated, or comprowised, they will assuredly avenge themselves
upon the culprits,  Souner or later the result of such a sacrilege will be
ruinous discord and strife; and the fair cdifice which, in our wisdom,
we thought to ervect o a sure foundation, will prove to he it a house built
upon the sand, or the baseless fabric of a vision. These hindrances miy, be-
sides have the good effect of sending us with wore earnestness and humalduy to
the throne of the Father to pray for that uni'y of beart and mind for which
Christ himself prayed on behalf of His people, and without which any outward
bond of union which we may devise will be of no avail in promoting the pro-
gre=s of the Kingdom\of Chuist.

THE RED INDIANS.

It is a mistake to suppose that the aboriginal tribes are rapidly “ dying out.”
Reliable statistics are before us to show tht many of the Indian settlements in
Canada are increasing theiv population in a cousiderable ratio, and that the
nitive tribes in this Provinee number no fewer than tweuty thousand souls,
The care of these tribes or remnants of 1ribes oceupies the attention of a spevial
deparuwent of the Government.  And it canvot be disputed that they have a
just elaim on the *“white man” to whom their ancient hunting grounds have
been ceded, and in whose cause their ancestors freety shed their blood.  Some
dissatistaction exists amony them at present in consequence of the discontinnance
of the annual *presents™ hith-rto bestowed by the Crown; and the attention
of the Govermment is very properly directed to the enquiry, how the Indian de-
partment may be vendered self-sustaimng and efficient, how the 1eserved lands
may ve best managed tor the interests of the tribes as well as of the public, and
how the Red Men may be rvaised above the position of dependance in which
they are too comtent to remain, and trained to habits of industry and self
reliance. -

Three special Commissioners appointed by the Governor in Council, in Sep-
tember, 1856, have caretully investionted all the * Indian affairs,” and presented
aReport, replete with valuable information. It is one of the best “Blue Books”
we have scen in Canada.  On its authority, most of the following statements
ar¢ made. .

At the carliest period of which any record exists, Canada was in possession
of two naions, the Algonkius and the Hurons, or Wyandots. Under these

{ nations many tribes were comprised. The word Huron is of French origin.

Generically the Hurous were Iroquois, spenking a dialect of the Iroquois’ langunge.
Atthe time of the first Ewopean setilements in this Provinee, the two unations
mevtioned formed friendly athances with the French. During the 171h century
fierce wars raged Letween the Xurons and the great Iroquois confederacy of the
Bwve Na.ions, afterwards called the Six Nations on the accession of the Tusca-

rora 1o the league.

The Indians now in Canada are chiefly Iroguois (of the six nations), Algon-
kins, Chippewas, and Mississaguas.  The unce famous Hurons are found only
in the small scttlement of La Jeune. Lorette, and in the Wyandot reserve on
the Detroit river.  On the Lower St. Lawrence wandering Micmacs ave met,
tepresentatives of 4 decaying nation that once overspread Nova Scotia, and
wany parts of New Brunswick and Maine. '

The Iroquois of Caughnawaga, near the city of Montreal, came to this Pro-
vinee from the States of Connecticut and New York; and were settled by the
French ou their present Seigniory in the year 1680. They were returned by the
last census as 1342 svuls. The Indiaus of the Lake of Two Mountains, also
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near Montreal, are chiefly Algonkins and Iroquois. In Western Canada the
largest Indian settlements lie. The “Six Nations” migrated into the Province
at the close of the American War of [udependence, and were provided with
the lands they still partially qeceupy ou the banks of the Grand Riverin the
Counties of Brant and Oaldimand. They row number 2,550 souls. Forsaking
the habits of their wnceestors, they reside in log houses, and cultivate separate
farms.  On the island of Maunitoulin, in Lake IIuron, is another important Indian
settlement, occupied by Chippewas and Ottawas.  The population is given ag
1,290, and is on the increase. The sueial and moral condition of these Tndians
however remains very low. Tt was the cherished plan of Siv Franeis Head in
the year 1836, and is not yet relinguished by the Government, to collect on the
great Manitoulin Island all the Indians scattered over Tpper Canada.  The si-
tuation is healthy, and furnishes great advintages for hunting and fishing ; but
it is questionable whether the Indians can ever be civilized, if cooped up vn. an
island in Lake Iuron, removed fiom the stimulus which they might feel in ob-
serving the industry of the whites, and the general progress of the country.

As the most powerful influence in civilizing the Indians must be sought in
religion, we proceed to notice their ecclesiastical and spiritual condition,
The proportion stiil remaining Pagan is not very great, Wo find returned
as Pagans, certain Nomadic Indians below the Saguenay ; abuut 600 of the
“Six Nutions” on the Grand River; 600 uf the Chippewas on Walpole Island
and the shores of Lake Eric; and 145 iof the Indians on Manitoulin Island.
Among all these, missionaries appear to be employed by various churches aml
societies,

‘With slight exceptiens, all the missions amoug the Red Indians in Cauada
are conducted by the Church of Rome, the Chwich of Eugland, and the Wes
leyan Mcthodist Suciety. The exceptions arise from the benevolent efforts of a
“New Lngland Suciety,” which sustains schoo.s and employs a few Congrega-
tional and Baptist Ministers as missionaries to the Indians in Western Canada,

In the Bastern section of the Proviuce, the only Christianity kuown to the
Indians is that of the Church of Rome. The ouly exception to this statement
is the existence of a small party of Methodist Indians on the St. Francis River,
and of a similar party at St. Regis on the American frontier. Many of the
Roman Catholic missionaries, especially the “Oblats,” have devoted themselves

with an admirable aidor and self-denial to what they deemed the salvation of |

the Indians, and have won the confidence and affection of the tribes. Though
we can appreciate their missionary fidelity and zeal, we cannot estimate very
highly the results which their long established missions have attained. The
Iroquois of Caughnawaga have been for nearly 200 years under their care, and
the Priest expressed last year his satisfaction with his flock in the following
terms, addressed to the Superintendant of Indian Affairs :—“ Our Indians are
on matters of religion, as well instructed, owing to the unremitted attentions of
their missionaries and their own zeal, as can be desired.” Yet the fact is note-
rious that these admirable Indians are sunk in ignorance, lethargy and vice
They have no knowledge of the Word of God, and are Christian only in the
sense of scrupulously observing the ceremonies and services of the Church of
Rome. Some of the other Romanist missions in Lower Canada present a mors
favorable result ; but the poor Indians, not being really enlightened in the truth,
or renewed by its power, are unable to resist the temptations that surround them,
and canno!, be relied on as respects the manifestation of Christian sobriety and
virtue. In Western Canada the large majority of the Indians on Manitoulin
Island are Romanists. 'They are under the care of two zealousand active Frenck
Priests. The Red Men on the Northern shores of Lakes Huron and Superior
are for the most part of the same faith.
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The missions of the Church of England are among the Six Nations on the
Grand River, the Oneidas and Chippewss on the River Tames, the Chippewas of
Walpole Island, the mixed Indimms of Manitoulin, and the Mohawks of the Bay
of Quinte. Several of these missions have had but indifterent suceess, and pro-
bably require a change either of the laborers, or of the system pursued. The
mission of the Six Nations, however, is prosperous, and that to the Mohawks
efficient in a high degrec. The band last mentioned is among the most advanced
in civilization, and at the same time one of the most rapidly increasing in num-
bers. In the year 1845, the Mohawks were reckoned at 3833 in the year 1857,
they are fouud to be 562. They are farmers, and in some cases follow handi-
cralts with vo small skill. "Fhe wmissionary reports that “they are steadily,
though slowly, advancing in their moral and religious character.”

The Wesleyan Methodist missionaries appear to have been greatly blessed in
therr Jabowrs among the Red Men.  Under their ministrations the Mississasuas
on the River Credit and in the township of Alnwick, and at Rice Lake have all
become Methudists.  They have also been more sueces<ful than the Episcopal
wissionaries among the Oueidas and Chippewas on the River Thames. Indeed the
Chippewas in their various settlements and bands are generally of the Methodist
persuasion.  They are so on the Sarnia reserve, at Owen Sound, at Rama on Lake
Simeoe, and on Snake Island in the same Iake.  The Christian Indians delight
greatly in siuging hymns, and Wesley’s Fymn Book, in their own dialects, is
to them a great treasure, Their demeanor at church or chayel is always come-
ly aud grave,

Education at 4l the Mission Stations is in a very unsatisfactory state. The
Indians scem to have no adequate conception of the value of scholastic instrue-
tion, and either refuse to send their children to the schools provided, or send
them for a short time and with deplorable irregnlavity. Two Industrial Schools
for [udiau youth have been erected by Government—the one at Alderville, in
the county of Northumberland ; the other at Muncey Towr, in the county of
Middlesex.  The management of the schools has been intrusted to the Wesleyan
Methodist Society ; and the Superintendents and Teachers are paid by that So-
dety, This well-intended effort, however, has disappointed its friends, and will
probably be abandoned.

More detrimental to the Indians than even their indifference to education is
their almost unguvernable passion for ardent spirits.  All the Missionaries, Pro-
testant and Romanist, exert their influence to promote total abstinence from
strong drink among tue bands under their care. They also, in their reports,
urge a more strict enforcemens of the law which forbids traders to sell intoxi-
cating liquor to an Iudian.

We cannot close ihis article without an expression of regret, that no Presby-
tarian Mission has been attempted among the Canada Tudians, The Mssions
to the tribes in the United States under the care of the (Old School) Presbyte-
rian Church have been, and continue to be eminently successful. But the fa-
vorable time for planting missions here was atlowed to pass by the Colonial
Presbyterians, and by their mother Churches; and the ground is now so occu-
pied by the Episcopaliaus and Methodists, that there is scarcely room for a new
Presbyterian enterprise. It is possible, however, that an unoccupied field for a
Presbyterian Mission may yet be found among the wandering tribes in those
great Western tracts which in course of time will probably be transferred from
the sway of the Hudson's Bay Company to the Government of Cane 4a.D .
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OUR HOME MISSION FIELD.

The work befure our Church in this country is a great work, an'l properly to
accomplish it, will require not only individual energy, but 2 comprehensive and
systematie plan of operation.” To this we are steadily working our wav, and
every year adds something to our experience, while it removes some difficulty
towards the realization of our desires, .

Hitherto our Church has done but little more than supply the wan's of des.
titute Presbyterians.  We have had neither men nor means to be aggressive;
we have scarcely held our own.  This cannot, however, be the proper position
of any Church. We must regard every uncouverted sinner as (he object of our
solicitude and christiau effort. Scotch, Irish, English, French, Duteh, Ameriean
and Negro must be all alike to us.  We must lay ourselves out to gather in all
classes and peoples.  We must have regular missions in every place where they
are needed, so far as God cenables us,

In new settlements where the inhabitants are still struggling with pecuniary
difficulties 5 in localities where the Presbyterian po, ulatim furms a small por-
tion of the whole ; in districts which have to a large extent lapsed into a s'ate
of utter indiffeience to 1eligion. and where the worlk is wholly mis<ionary,~the
practical question mets us, * Ilow are the expenses of gospel «rdinances to be
met "

In the cases veferred to the people cither cannot, or will not, do enough.  Are
they then to be nezlected, or are we to hand them over to other Chnrelies, say
ing, “ Qur Presbyterianism can do nothing towards pieaching the gospel to the
poor or reaching the most careless™?  This we cannot do.  Funds then mug
be procured, independently of thus- to whom we thus seck to mini ter.  These
must either come from the Church or from an extrancous source.  Much mis
sion~woik has been done in Canada. by money received from Societies and
Churches in Britain and the Tuited States.  But we rejoice to think that now
the Methodists, the United Presbyterians and ourselves have rea-lied « sedfsus
taining independence.  We nuw receive no money for missionary purpeses and
we have no Clergy Reserve Fund to fall back upon.  Our only hope thenigin
the Church. To her weare satisfied to luok.  To her the great Head has given
the commission to preach, and to a guod cxtent now the ability to contribute
towards the preaching of the gospel among thuse who know not God. We
have no douut that the Church will respond when solicited in an cfficient
manner, and will give us what is needed for our Home Mission operations.
We fully sympathise with a clause in a report laid before the United Preshr
terian Churchy, and believe it would be found true among us also: *Tu nearly
all the congregations a willingness was expressed to contribuie freely to the
Home Mission Fund, in order that tae weaker congregations may be encouragel
and sustained.” .

‘We have tried to do our work by Home Mission Funds in Presbyteries; and
to some extent this has been successful. This plan has the advantage of division
of labour. But still there are defects in the system which in our view mare
than counterbalance auy advantage.  One of these is the necessity of having large
fields unoceupied in puorer I'resbyterics, while the time and encrgy of a labourer
are given to a comparatively small and unimportant place.  Auncther diffieultyis
the inequality in the labour, and in the expease required in different Pre<byter
ies, cousidering the extent of their field aud the circumstances of the people-
an inequality which will increase and become more marked if new Presbyteris
are formed. To illustrate these defects et usinstitute a comparison between twodl
our Presbyteries, as reported at the Synod of 1857—the Presbyteries of Cobou
and Montreal. We find that the Montreal Presbytery has a field in Canalt
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West almost if not quite as large as the whole field of the.Cobourg Presbytery, L
while it has also the entire Lower Province, with a ver?' sparse Protestant popu-
Jation in most places, and in others a neglected and irreligious mixed community,
In outward circumstances the Montrcal Presbytery is comparatively poor (ex-
cepting the cities), while the Cobourg Presbytery, occupying a section of country
as favourably circurnstanced as any in Upper Canada,is comparatively rich. But °
notwithstanding these differences, it appears that the Montreal Presbytery contains
seventecn inisters and Cobourg ninej Montreal 1914 communicants and Cobourg
1088. That is, while the number of communicants is about equal, and the
number of ministers about double in the Montreal Presbytery, the amount paid
in stipend is in Montreal £1988, and in Cobowrg £1533, so that on an average
the Montreal ministers do not get wuch more than half what those of Cobourg
receive.  Again, while the number of communicants is aboul equal, and the
Montreal Presbytery isthe poorest, their total contributions are one-half as much
again as those of Cobourg—the average per member being for Montreal, £2, 15s.,
and for Cobourg, £1, 17s.  Aud yet again, the Montreal Presbytery employs
six tissionaries during the sunmer, and Cobourg employs only two; that is,
the poorer Presbytery undertales three times a3 mueh mission work as the other.
There can be no doubt also that in the Moutreal Presbytery the demand for
missionary labour Ly the settled minislers is much greater than in the other
Presbytery.

We sclect these two Prasbyteries simply because they afford a particularly fine
illustration: of the defect which we believe attaches to the system of Presbytery
Home Mission Fuads. The labour is not expended according to the necessities
of the whole field for want of means, and the expense is not borne by congrega-
tions accerding to their ability, for want of a thorough and comprehensive sys-
tem of contribution.

To remedy this defect will probably be no easy task. Every plan will have
its imperfections, but we incline towards the establishment of a Synodical Sup-
plemental Fund. Synodical, inasmuch as it shall be managed by the Synod,
shall be supported by a general contribution from all the congregations, and
shall be expended for the beuefit of all parts of our JTome Mission Field, accord-
ing to their importance and necessities. It should be also supplemenied, as we
do not contemplate supporting ordinances permaenently in any place, but aiding
stations until they beuvome self-sustaining,

We are well aware that a host of formidable objections will be arrayed
against our plan, yea, that it will be some time before it will be fairly looked at
without prejudice in some quarters, The duty of semding the gospel
to others is not so well unde:stoud as the privilege of enjoying the gospel our-
selves.  But we cannot plea:l for the plan we propose in a better way than by
looking at sume of the objections which may be made against it. 'We do not
however pretend to answer them all.

1. We will be told that this is centralisation—it is dangerous to have power,
and especially a money power, in the hands of a few. But is not Presbyterian-
ism centralised power, and united action, combined with individual responsibility
and Jocal effort 3 Docs not the weakness of Independeney lie in not being able
to bring together the whole available force of the Church? Does not the
strength of Methodism lie in the centralised power of its Conference? Centra-
lisation is doubtless a mighty power for good or evily but if wisely regu-
lated by an open discussion of its measures, and condueted in the spirit of the
gospel, the centralisation of Presbyterianism bas all the advantage of the prin-
ciple without its drawbacks. True the work will be done by a few, bnt so
will it.ever be, one or two must plan, but the experience and wisdom of the
rest will amend or vary these plans, and prevent any designed or undesigned
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abuse. The danger then is only a danger inseparable from our system, more
feared than expericneed, the evil of which, if.any, is more than counterbalsnced
Dy the advantages it sccures,

2, The plan will be found cumbrous and difficult to work. o do not ques-
tion that it will require labour, attention and great prédence to manage it suc-

-cessfully. But it is worked out by other, bodies, and in the Free Church to a

far greater extent than we contemplate. We have no doubt therefore that our

*plan can be worked. We do not wish, let it be observed, to take the working of

.the Home Mission from Presbyteries. They of course must take chargo within
their own bounds, and carry out the instructions of the Synod, and as in all other
.matters the reports of Presbyteries must guide the Synod in its actions. Nor
are we asking for any complicated machinery like the Sustentation Fund
Scheme of the Frea Church.  We wish settled congregatious, as now, to sup-
port their own ministers, but besides to conlribute as they are able to the
Home Mission work,

3. There will be a danger of congregations depending on the Funil and not
helping themselves; also of ministers being forced on congregatious, and
retained against their will.  To obviate this, provision might be made prevent-
ing permanent settlements until congregations are self-sustaining; and making
the term of a minister’s coutinuance in aid-receiving charges depend on the

eople's liberality, Something of this kind we are convinced would be bene-
ficial. If it would prevent some settlements they would only be such as would
be premature; and it would also prevent many of the vesiguations, which are
now Jlaid on the tables of Presbyterics, sud might often tend to the peace and
more rapid increase of new congregations.

But we will again be told we have no men to be thus employed in our Home
Mission Tield. We allow that up to this time our preachers have generally
got immediate settlement, But things are changing, Tor the first time there
are labourers unemployed during this Summer, and in casting our eyes over
our field we find that the number of charges ready for settlement are becoming
fewer every year, while at the same time our properly so called mission stations
are on the increase. Itis quite probable that from this time forward while
there may be no less demand for efficient missionaries, there will be much less
for settled pastors.

There are however two other sources from ‘which assistance in our mission
work may be derived, and which we think merit the attentive consideration of
our Church, viz.: The employment of & suitable lay agency, and the formation
of a class of experienced and gifted evangelists, Our times seem to require
something of the kind, and God’s providence seens to be pointing in these
directions.  The prosent revival is doubtless much connected with lay agency,
and the Iabours of the Haldanes, Paterson, Brownlow North, and our Catechists,
generally shew that God owns that instrumentality, while the open air preach-
ing, the Exeter Hall and Westminister Abbey, and Surrey Garden congregations
shew what ordained evangelists may do in the very midst of the most Christian
nations,

But we conclude now by simply stating our plan in most general terms.
That while Presbyteries take the oversight of all the mission stations within
their bounds and report regularly to the Synod regarding them, the Synod should
say what stations are to be cultivated, and in order to their cultivation should
grant them support according to their relative importance and necessities;
but that no permanent sottlement should be made in any charge till it is self
sustaining. Also to meet the expenses of Ffome Mission operations, that a fund be
established by the annual contributions of all the congregations of the Church.
‘That something of this kind will soon be necessary we are” perfectly convineed, |
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but the details of the plan which may prove most efficient, would require mich
consideration and a somewhat extensive knowledge of the cireumstances of the
wholo field ; and perhaps can only bo matured after & number of comparatively
unsuccessful attempts has shewn the need of modifieations which do not now
oceur to the most far-sighted ecclesiastical economist. *

BAPTISM.
FROM A WORK ENTITLED ¥ JAZER,” BY THE DATE REV., SOSKPIL IRONS, OF LONDON.

The Chnrch of God on carth is in a state of tiaining, to join the Churéh
triumphant above, and there are two jmportant lessous to Jearn, and to be kept
perpetually in view, viz: thoe great sacrifico by which redemption is completed,
and the great work by which it is communicated, or the worlk of Christ for us,
and the work of the Spirit in us. These being the prominent features of the
glorious scheme, which originated in the everlasting loye of Go_d to man, it has
pleased the author of salvation to appoint two standing ordinances, for the
express purpose of representing those unspeakable blessings

These ordinances are coeval with the organization of the Church; and
though, like the Church itself, they have changed their external form and out-
ward administration, their design has always been the same, and their use in
the Church has the authority of the divine command, which has never been re-
voked. '

in the Old Testament state of the Churcl, these ordinances were ealled
Circumeision and the Passover—in the New Testament state of the Church,
they are called Baptism and the Zord's Supper, the first of these is to be the
subjert of this Epistle, and I pray the Holy Spirit to direct my wind to a clear
statement of it, 50 as to fortify you agaiust human inventions, and to impurt the
instruction and pleasure for which it was .ntended.

The direct way to understand this ordinance is fisst to inquire into its design,
and then to consider its adaptation to that design; adopting this plan, T trust
vou will soon come to a well grounded conclusion upon this important subject.
The obvious and only design of water baptism is, to represent and prefigure the
baptism of the Holy Spivit; the communication of divine influence to the soul
i regeneration, % “truth too litle insisted upon among professing Christians,
although it forms an essential feature in the economy of grace, aud is the true
meqning of many portions of scripture which speak of baptism, such as-* being
baptized into Christ,” &e. Tt is grossly absurd to suppose that Dbaptismn repre-
sents the death, burial, and resurrection of owr Lord Jesus Christ, for then we
should have two ordinances to represent one leading featuie of the Scheme of
redemption and none to instruct us in the other; but while this important truth
is «t forth in the Lord’s Supper, baptism is the significant emblem of the puri
fring influence of the loly Ghost, and designed exclusively to point out his
lioly” operations upon the heart, applying the precious blood of Christ to remove
our defilement and constitute us spiritual worshippers. which is the same thing

as the circumeision of the heait; in proof compare the following portions of
Scripture :—

CIRCUMCISION, BAPTISM.
Deut. xxx. 6. Mark. i. 8.
Jlom. ii. 28-29. : 1 Cor. xii. 18.
Phil. iii. 3. 1 Peter. iii, 21,
Col. 11, 11, . Col. ii. 12.
Tzaiah. lii. 1. John «xii, 8.

Acts, vil, 51, . Matt. iii, 14.
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The design of this ordinanco is clearly specified in these quotations; and the
analogy which the Old Testament form bears to tho New, amounts, in my
judgment, to absolute demonstration that the work of the Holy Spirit upon the
heart, was evidently the great truth taught by it; and in every ago of the
Church, this is of such essential importanco that there is much wisdom and
merey in the appointment of a standing ovdinance in the Church to set it be.
fore our oyes,

Both the Old and New Testament administration of this ordinanco set forth
the impurity of human nature— the necessity of a divine change—and tho in.
fluence essential to produco that change. Old Testament believers knew, that
the circumcision of their childven, which was outward in the flesh, did not
change their hearts; yet they dedicated them to God in that ordinance, exer
cising faith in tho everlasting covenant, wherein God had promised to be a God
unto them and to their seed after them, Gen. xvii, 7, which could only be ful-
filled by the circumeision of their hearts. So also the New Testament believers
baptize their children, anticipating no beuefit from the mere application of
water ; but praying for the fulfilnent of that precious promise, * I will pour
out my S{)irit upon thy sced and my blessing upon thine offspring,” Isaial
xliv. 3, which is the baptism of the Ioly Ghost. .

The Church in all ages hath used this dedicating ordinauce as & mark of dis-
tinction and a medinm of instruction, and being anxious to train up their chil-
dren from their very infancy in the fundamental truths, of their native pollution
and the necessity of cleansing grace, they submissively and thankfully availed
themselves of this appointed, impressive and suitable institution for that pur-

ose,

Our beloved Lord gave his sanction to this ancient rite when he said, “Go yo
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them,” Matt. xxviii. 10, Ie would
have baptizing and teaching go together, because baptism is so suitable a
medium for teaching, Loth being subordinate lo divine influence, and useles
without it ; it follows therefore, that all who are proper subjects for teaching,
are also suitable subjects for baptism; and T have just ss mach authority to
refuse to teach my chiidren, as to refuse to buptize them: for what God the
Saviour has joined together, I am not at liberty to put asuuder.

Having just shewn the design of the ordinance of baptiswy viz. t to prefigure
the influence of the Iloly Ghost in conversion, T will lead on your attention to
its striking adaptation to this purpose. In the Holy Ghost's baptisim, divive
influence is applied to the soul in the most suvereign way and manner, while
the recipient is wholly passive in its reception : we are never said to walk into
the Iloly Ghost as men walk into water; nor do we take any active partin
divine things prior to the reception of the Holy Ghost; but e cntively passive,
and totally unconscious that it is his divine operation upn the heart, when first
he powrs out his dnfluence upon us; and is not this strikingly prefigured in
water baptisin, when applied to the unconscious infunt.

Aguin is not the bapuism of the Iloly Ghost, the beginning of divine teaching,
and can any one be said to be the subject of divine teaching until baptized by
his influence. Then here accurately do the emblem aud 1eality agree, when
the babe is baptized with water, introductory to the religious instruction, which
the Christian parent is anxious and engaged to impart.

Should you be surprised at the frequent occurrences of adult baptisms in the
New Testament history, I would just remind him that they were none of them
the offspring of Christian parents and consequently could not have been baptized
with Chuistian baptism in infaney. This was exactly the case with the adminis-
tration of the ordinauce in its Old Testament form; many Jewish proselytes
were circumeised in adult years because they had not been cireumcised in
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infancy, not Leing descended from Jewish parents, but none concluded from
thenee that adult nge was the proper time or that infant circumeision was im-
roper.  See Josh, v, 7.

Adult baptism is admissible in tho same cases, but it docs not appenr that any
person who sprang from Christian parents, was baptized in adult years by the
Apostles, the reason of which is obvious: Christian parents were not less dis-
posed to claim God's promise for their seed, than Old Testament believers, but
considered their infants entitled to this ordinance ; hence adult baplism was
(and ought to be) used exclusively for Proscelytes to Christianity under the New
Testament as adult circumcision was for proselytes to Judaism under the Old
Testament, compure the institution, and its variety of consequent civeumstances,
Gen. xvii. 9, 23, 27,

We have often been told that saving faith must precedo water baptism ; but
on what authority such an assertion rests I know not, as I cannot find it in
Seripture; for the utmost requisition made by the Apostles was an acknowledg-
ment that Jesus was the Messiah, and that related only to adult persons who as
Jews or Heathens had denied him.

It must be admitted, that the Ioly Spirit baptizes infants with his cleansing
grace or they could not be admitted to the pure society of the glorified family
above; and where is the Christian who, with his Bible in his hand, would doom
the whole multitude of dying infants to perdition, as therefore the ntonement of
Christ provides full satisfaction for their original guilt, and the Iloly Spirit
baptizes them with his influence, there must be & manifest inconsistency in re-
fusing them the emblem of water baptism,

Thera is no truth in the whole range of theology more plain to me than that
the initinting ordinance of the Church of God in all ages belongs to infants, and
in whatever form or manner that ordinance is administered, its proper subjects
must continue the same until they are excluded by the same auwthority which
appointed them, and I de not know of one sentence in the sacred volume which
suggests such an exclusion, or militates in the lenst degree against ths practico
of baptizing infants. On the contrary it appears to ms obvious that God has
commanded, that his people should dedicate their infant seed to him by an
ordinance of his own appointing, and has never revoked that commnand, also
that the ordinance he appeinted for that purpose is the very same in Spirit and
design wnder both the Old and New Testament dispensations : so that it is sur-
prising itshould ever have been asubject of controversy. Should it be objected
that infants cannot understand the nature of a divine ordinance, and therefore
ought not to participate in it, such an obj.ction amounts to an impeachment of
divine wisdom, and sets divine authority at defiance ; for infants could no more
understand the nature of this ordinance when God gave them a right to it under
the Old Testament form than they can now. There are indeed several portions
in the New Testament which (by a perverted interpretation) have become
stumbling blocks to young Christians, and appear to support the contracted
system which rejects both the proper subjects and mode of baptism. The bap-
tism of Christ by Jolm is brought forward in this way, but not the shado w of
evidence is found, cither that Jesus was immersed, or that he abrogated the
divine command relative to the ordinance, but on the contrary his express
design was (to use his own words) “ to fulfil all righteousness,” that is to finish
and close up John’s ministry with his divine sanction.

The Apostle’s phraseology is also among the commonly perverted texts on
this subject, * Buried with him in baptism.” Now this expression ean have no
veference to water baptism, but points exclusively to the baptism of the Holy
Ghost, which separates us from the world as those who are dead to it. But
even if it did vefer to water baptism it should be observed that the Redeemer
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was not plunged nor put under water or earth but carried into a cave hown in
a rock, so that there could be no Yeference to baptism unless it were fo the
annointing of his body, which certainly morc resembles sprinkling than dippiug,

Moreover “ going down into the water and coming up out of it" are phrases
on which much stress is laid, as though they must signify immersion, Y)ut the
learned inform us that the original would:be as correctly rendered, went down
to and como up from it. However, without departing from the plain English
version, it is ovident to a child that he can go info the water without going
under it, and that he can go down straightwny into a river until the water
reaches his knees or his loins, without being dipped or plunged. In fact, there
aro many similar perversions which are in themselves puerile, and carry us so
remoto from the spirit of the ordinance that I trust you will not allow your
mind to be disturbed by them, bt turn ?'onr wholo attention to that momen-
tous question, “Have yo receivad tho Holy Ghost 1" this is the baptism which
cllcansos] away the pollution of sin, and scals all the blossings of the covenant to
the soul.

It has also been raid that the word “ baptize” invariably sipnifies dip or immerse;
but if this were true wo might read dip wlhenever the word * baptize” occurs in
Scripture, which would make the language of Scripture preposterously absurd,
Notice ono text among many, * I indeed buptize you with water, but hic shall
baptize you with thie Holy Ghost and witly fire,” now read this text with the
word dip instead of baptize, “I indéed dip you with water, but he shall dip
you with the Ioly Ghost and with fire,” common sense is insulted with such a
change, and I am grieved that such a perversion of the word should ever be
attempted, since its obvious sense is to wash, which we know is done by ap-
plying water to the person or thing washed.

Nor is there any difficulty in any mind respecting the mode of administering
this ordinance ; wo have only to attend to the design of it, wid if we are to be
dipped into tho IToly Ghost then we will dip our infants into the watery em-
blem; but if the influence of the IIoly Ghost is poured out upon us then we
will pour the watery emblem upon our infants in baptism. 1 have no wish
to decide about tho quantity of water which shall be used;—a few drops—a
shower—or a_flood ; but I am tenacious of its proper mode of administration,
because doctrinal truth is connceted with it. If I were an Arminiam, I would
direct the person to be baptized to apply himself to the water as an emblem of
his applying to the Holy Ghost for his baptism; but as I believe, that the Toly
Ghost communicates his influence to passives, always unsought in the first in-
stance I mnst apply the water to the person in baptism as the only way of set-
ting forth the thing signifiecd. Let Arminians half baptize themselves with water,
under the delusion, that they can half baptize themselves with the 1oly Ghost;
let their minister perform the other half of the ordinance, corresponding with
their expectation, that the Holy Spirit will complete what they begin; but you
@ he-re not so learned Christ,” you will see in your own helpless, passive tncon-
scious state when baptized with wyter a striking emblem of your spiritual bap-
tism, which was wholly the work of the Holy Ghost shedding forth his influence
upon you, in which you took no active part, or even moved towards him : and
as often as you witness the baptism of an infant, you will receive a new lesson of
the importance of being daily baptized wtth his holy unction.

The surest way to avoid the gross perversion of this sacred ordinance which
perplexes the minds of so many young Christians is to look through the shadow
to the substance, and to invole the baptism of the Holy Ghost in the use of the
emblem : never give that importance to the external rite, which belongs only' to
the special grace; but let your attention be fixed upon the fandamental doctrine
taught in this ordinanee, viz : the office and work of the Iloly Spirit, then you
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will be proof against controversial sophistry, and find every portion of sacred
writ which relates to this ordinance in perfect harmony with the mode of bap-
tizing passives by the application of water to tho body, *in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, anu of the IToly Ghost.
Tho Holy Spirit's baptism is sot forth in a varicty of expressions which impiy

the communications of His influonce to the person, but none which give tho'-

idea of tho person being immersed info His influence, I have been patticulatly
struck with tho following phrases :—

Descending, John, i, 32, Anointing, Acts, x. 38,
Pouring, Acts, ii. 17, Giving,  Acts, xv, 8,
Shedding forth, Acts, ii. 83, Sealing,  Eph., i. 13,
Falling, Acts, ii, 16, Breathing, John, xx. 22,

All these relats expressly to the Iloly Spirit’s baptism, and are to me guite
sufficient to decide the mode.

Permit me, my d~ar young friond, to congtatulate you as a recipient of both
the emblem and the reality; in -ae former, you wore dedicated to God pro-
fessionally ; by the Iatter, you are devoted to him spiritually ; and now I trust
the blood of sprinkling will bo the constant joy of your heart and burden of
your song.

Turn a deaf car to cvery wanton attempt to disturb your peace with human
inventions, and anticipate daily, the promised baptism of the }l;oly Ghost, which
isso strikingly described by Ezekiel xxxvi. 25. “Then will I sprinkle clean
water upon you, and ye shall be clean : from all your idols will I cleanse you,”
This is essential to your happiness, yea to your salvation, and since you have
been made the partaker of this covenant blessing, as appears by your distinction
from the world—your love of purity and your spiritual unctions, allow not your
mind to be diverted from this grand reality, or submit to be deprived of the
striking emblem which is designed to represent it. <

In c'fosing this letter, I will just advert to the new relation in which youn are
likely soon to stand, viz : that of a parent; when the Lord in his Providence
shall commit children to your charge, you will, I Joubt not, be ready to dedi-
cate them to him, in the ordinance of his own appointment, iuvoking the
special influence of the Holy Ghost to impart. that purity and spirituality, which
is typified by the water; but do not rest there, remember, in this Act, you
publicly pledge yourself, to teach them to observe all things, whatsoever Clrist
has ¢ amanded, Matt. xxviii. 20 ; and the ordinance itself will furnish you with
a delightful medium of commumicating such instruction.

Praying that the unction of the Ioly one may daily rest upon you, aud that
you may ve constantly baptized with nis divine influence.

I remain yours, &c.,
affectionately in the Gospel bonds,

de the

Uspountixg Farmi,—The Christian must trust in a withdrawing God. 'The
boldnass of faith ventures into God's presence, as Bsther into Ahasuerus’s, when
no smile is to be seen on his face, no golden sceptre of promise perceived by the
soul.  Yea, faith trusts, not only in a withdrawing, but in a killing God. Now,
for a soul to make its approaclies unt~ Goil, by a recumbency of faith, even while
God seems to fire upon it, and shoot his frowns like envenomed arvows into it,
is bard work and will try the Christian to purpose.  Yet such a masculine spirit
we find in that poor woman at Canaan, who (as it were) took up the bullets
which Christ shot at lier, and, with an humble boldness of faith, sent them back
again to him in her prayers— Gurnall.
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WORDS OF THE WISE. .

~

ROLLOCK ON THE PASSION OF CHRIST. 1616.
¢ Jesus answered, my kingdom is not of this world.”

Now, to examine Christ’s answer : First, he denics not that he is a king,
Next, not denying that he is a king, cometh to a distinction, T am a king; but
what a king? Not an carthly, but a spiritual king—that is true; the Jews lay
to my charge, that I affect an earthly kingdom—that is not true, Now, breth-
ren, this is to be marked, ho telleth him, indeed, that his kingdom is not of this
world, but he telleth him not where his kingdom was, o says not, my king-
dom is in heaven, he says not this, my kingdom is ir. the conscience of men and
women in the world ; he teaches not Pilate this. Some would think that he
should speak more clearly of this matter to Pilate, but Cluist entered not iuto
. the common hall to play the doctor, and to teach ; but the Lord Jesus set him-
self to play the priest, and to suffer patiently ; that part of teaching was ended,
- but knowing that the hour of his suffering was come, and that Pontius Pilate
should be Lis judge, he would not stay him. And, therefore, he would not enter
in doctrine, because the time of teaching Was past; if Pilate would have been
taught, he might have heard Jesus teach before, but hs would not hear him. He
teaches Pilate as much as might make him inexcusable. Then, brethren, I see,
as Christ hath a time of teaching, wherein he will teach men, yea, his very enc.
mies, as he uttereth, when théy would have taken him, and sought his life; so
he hath a time of silence, when he will not open his mouth. He speaketh
something, albeit little to Pilate, but he spake not so much as one word to the
high priests, because he would have rather had him safe than them, because they
were malicious, Christ hath not, as yet, shut his mouth in this land, but he
teaches not sparingly nor scantily, for to speak it so. The rain of the word of
God is poured abundantly out of heaven, to water the thirsty souls of men ; and
if thou spendest thy time, and will not use it well, I warn thee, that the day will
come when thou shalt not get one word to thy comfort. Wilt thou always have
the blessed evangel and the ministry thereof ? Noj; as Christ had but one time,
and when that time was past, he would teach no more, so hath his ministers;
all their teaching shall end as his did. I say, God showeth grace on the perse-
cutors of this land, wheun as yet he offereth grace to them; but I denounce, as
the Lord lives, if they repent not in time, they shall not get so much as one good
word to comfort them. Wherefore, lot not the opportunity slip, * and whilst it
is called the day, let us not harden our hearts.” Thus far the Lord hath purged
himself, and hath teached Pilate whata king he was, not an carthly but a spirit-
ual king. T will not digress here to speak of the kingdom of Christ, and there-
fore I come to Pilate’s, answer, © Art thou a king?’ Well, then, would Pilate
say, thou deniest not that thou art a king; he should have asked what a king
he was, and where his kingdom was, that he might have got a part of it. Pilate
should have been inquisitive of these things, and followed out that purpose about
his kingdom ; but he breaks off the conference by an accusation of Jesus, An
earthly-hearted man knows not things heavenly, and so he cannot speak of them,
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but rdther he will stay an heavenly purpose, ye see, earthly-hearted men, when
one will begin to speak of heavenly things, have no more pleasure in them than
Pilate had ; begin once to speak of heavenly things to a profane man, then he
cannot keep purpose with thee, but he will break off purpose, and speak of
carthly things. Paul, 1 Cor. ii. 14, sets down the ground here: “The natural
man,” says he, “knows not the things of the Spirit of God ;” yea, he will won.
der what that means, when thou speakest of heaven, yea, he hath no power nor
spiritual sense, for they are but foolishness to him ; the most wise things of God
are but foolishness to the natural man; he delights' not in them, beeause he
hath not tasted how sweet the Lord is. So Pilate interrupteth Christ; Christ
answers, and Le says, “Thou sayest that T am a king”” In the which answer,
the Lord denies not that he is a king, but he takes the mouth of Pilate to be
witness that he was a king.

POETRY.

SUNDAY.

0 day most calm, most bright, -
The fruit of this, the next world’s bud,
The indorsement of supreme delight,
Writ by & Friend, and with his blood ;
The couch of time, care's balm and bay :
The week were dark, but for thy light;
Thy torch doth show the way.

The other days and thou
Make up one man; whose face thou art,
Knocking at heaven with thy brow;
The working days are the back part;
The burden of the week lies there,
Making the whole to stoop and bow,
Till thy release appear,

Sundays the pillars are,
On which heaven's palace arched lies!
The other days fill up the.spare
And hollow room with vanities;
They are the fruitful beds and borders
In God’s rich garden! that is bare,
Which parts their ranks and orders.

The Sundays of man’s life,
Threaded together on Time's string,
Make bracelets to adorn the wife
Of the eternal glorious King.

On Sunday, heaven's gate stands ope;
Blessings ave plentiful and rife—
More plentiful than hope.

This day my Saviour rose,
And aid enclose this light for his;
That, as cach beast his manger knows,
Man might not of his fodder miss.
Christ hath took in this piece of ground,
And made a garden there for those

“Who want herbs for their wound.
Herbert.
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REVIEWS AND+NOTICES OF BOOKS,

LiFE 1§y A RigeN Saviour ; being Discourses on the Argument ef the Fifteenth Chapter
of First Corinthians. By Rosert S..Canorisi, D. D. Edinburgh : Apasx & Cuansg
Brack.

From the Edinburgh Witness.

Anything like a Jetailed review of Dr. Candlish’s new work, within the limits
of a leading article is out of the question. It is too close in its reasoning, too
compact in its style, to render any attempt at abridginent safe, while its strietly
theological character might in itself render a detailed investigation of its several
parts out of place in a newspaper. We may be permitted to take it for granted
that a considerable portion of vur readers have alveady made the work the sub
jeet of study, and those who have not vet done so would commit a great mis
take in accepting the most extended view of its contents which could possibly
be given in such space as we ean command as a substitute for personal examing.
tion. It remains for us merely to indicate in a word or two the general scope
and character of the book, after which we may unot unprofitably cast a few
glances at one or two portions of the work where the theological and the prac
tical come into contact, and life in a risen Saviour can be traced in animating,
clevating, transforming influences on the thoughts and activities of meu.

Dr. Candlish’s book is divided into two parts. In the first, the place and
importance of a vivid and accurate belief in the resurrection of Christ, in con-
nection with the whole Christian scheme, are pointed out and established. Tn
the second, the nature of the body of the exalteld Saviour and of the believer
after the resurrection is suljected to discussion. In each of these divisions the
argument is mainted with great vigour and breadth, and the general handling
of the subject is masterly. ~ No sinale word perhaps indicates so correctly ifs
character as the word “ biblical.”  Ilis text is never, to Dr. Candlish, the motto
to a didactic essay or a philosophical speculation.  What a penetrating intelled,
honestly and vigorously applying all its powers, discovers in the words of reve
lation,—that lie seizes, that he eahibits, with that he is satisfied.  His faith i
the word and the testimony is the robust, unhesitating, child-like faith of the
olden time. ITe sceks not to colour or to qualify; he is heedless of adaptionty
human frailty or preconception; the Bible is to him what the external worlds
to a physical philosopher; and it it must he contussed that at times his intelle:
tual energy overruns itself, and becomes attenuated to subtlety, as is, we think,
the case In the elaborate distinction between ¢ flesh and Llood” and “fiesh and
Dbones,” it is beyoud question that, on the whole, the full and the express meaw
ing of thic Seriptural passage which he expounds, in its conncction with the
general framework of Christian truth, is exhibited in his pages. The styleis
nervous, animated, rapid,~biinging out each idea clearly, firmly, and complete
ly.—and in no single instance becoming languid or tawdry. Tt is a style about
which the reader lias a certain indefinite fecling that it ought to be popular—
that expression of ideas so precise and so vizorous ought to satisfy every min
—while the consciousness remains that it is not such “as will generally pleas.
We are in the present day so aceustomed to fascination of siyle, that a simply
manly, business-like form of utterance is at a disadvantage.  As onc of the cor
ditions of the time in which we live, this fact ought to be recollected by minie
ters and stndents of theology, aud cvery genuine and natural gift or grace d
style ought to be cunscientiously cultivated.  Dr. Candlish's style, and evenhs
mode of thought, cannot be said "to possess those particular elements which
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themselves insuve popularity. .In this respect he offers & marked contrast to Dr.
Guthric on the one hand, and to Mr., Arnot of Glasgow onthe other. Dr.
Guthrie brings his subjcet before the eye. e presents it in a sevies of illustra-
wrative pictures,—of dissolving views; he keeps the imaginative and emotional
faculties in perpetual and most pleasurable play. Mr. Arnot combines a peculiar
and exceedingly delightful faculty of minute and sympathetic observation of
human life, especially of life in the family, with a delicately poetical feeling for
certain aspects of the beautiful in nature.  Those of our readers who are acquaint-
ol with the works of one of the greatest living English painters of quiet life,
Mr. J. C. Houk, will understand us when we say Mr. Arnot brings a power into
the pulpit similar to that which J. C. Hook exerts in the studio. But Dr,
Candlish is ever intent on the intellectual manipulation of his subject. e joins
lick to link in a logieal chain. Miss a single link and the whole sequence is
broken. At times, indced, he rises into a noble glow of cloguence, and his
command of vigorous and idiomatic English is a%ways remarkable; but, on
the whole, the strain of attention demanded in the perusal of his pagesis too
great for the general reader. He reminds one perhaps miost of Barrow; but
hestyle is, in fact, peculiar to Dr, Candlish, and correspondent to his whole,
labit of thought. It suggests a bow always full strung,—a stream that pursues
its straight and steady way dewn a uniform slope, never pausing to reflect in
calm the trees on the bank, never turning aside to meander in the flowery
meadow, Intense activity, rigid logic, domincering intellectual force, impatience
of all that does not bear direetly, pointedly, immediately, exclusively, on the
subject ;—these are the qualities which this style reveals; and whicl, if they
reommend it to the few,—if they render it exceedingly valnable as a model in
the treatment of certain subjects,—will certainly impede its progress with the
wang, and justly bar its claim to a place among those eupremely excellent
strles, which corubine perfect ease with sufficient forco, and vary the cadence
with the theme and the thought.

There is no part of Dr. Candlish’s work in which a strongly practical tendeney
cannot be discovered.  The author uever passes into the region of mere specu-
latios, ov loses sight, in the clouds of theory, of the plain paths of Christian life
ad duty.  But iu two instances, the bearing of the discussiou becomes broadly
and preeminently practical.  One of these is when the conclusion from the whole
sibject is drawn in a discourse on the exhostation of the Apostle Paul to the
Corinthians to be always abounding in the work of the Lord. The other is
when the distinction is’talen between the spirit, the soul, and the body in the
wonstitution of man, and the adaptation of a spiritual body to what might be
alled a spiritual soul is pointed out.  Of these a word or two in succession.

The duty ef abounding in the work of the Lord is rightly, and in accordance
vith lis uniforma habit of handling ethical questions in a strictly biblical and
oangelical manner defined by Dr. Candlish to be the duty of believing
in Christ, which implies union with and life in Him, and by consequence
the most active co-operation with Him in Iis work on ecarth. What,
then, is Christ’s work on earth? Chuist’s work on earth is defined as that of
lringing all those whom the Father hath given Him into the kingdom of grace.
To co-operate, therefore, out of a pure desire for the glory of God, in the work
o bringing the people of Christ under his dominion” and service, is the grand
duty of Cluistians,

We admit that in strict Jogic this view is not only correct, but exhaustive.
Vet we could have wished that, to say the very least, its illustration had been
aried somewhat further,  Dr. Candlish does not pronounce or imply a denial
hat advantzges of incaleulable importance acerue to the world in general from
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the diftusion of the grospel of Jesus, and the gathering of his chosen people into the
fold of the Diving Shephord. Strictly speaking, it is in the accompﬁsbment of the
work which he specifies, that all collateral good is effected, and when he particulari.
zes the one, he may be faivly affirmed to admit the other. But would it have
been an undue deferance to the common feelings of men to bring this collaters]
mfluence into distinet prominence? 'We cannut tiink not; we are foreed rather
to believe that in this instance that exclusively evangelical mode of handling his
sulject,—that habitual superiority to any hesitation on the part of reason to ac.
cept the unqualified dictates of revelation,—which we in general admire ang
commend, has concealed,from Dr. Candlish an important view of his subject,
The promise pronounced by God in the garden of Xden was a word of blessing
to the whole human race. It admits, we believe, of satisfactory proof, drawy
from psychological and historical sources, that the mere continuance of the race
upon carth,—the physical existence of mankind,—the very fact and possibility
of civilization,—depended upon that promise. Exhaustive ethnological invest.
gations, the outline and result of which have been lucidly presented by Archbishop
‘Whately in a recent small but valuable publication, put it beyond doubt that
the light of civilization must bo kindled and perpetually trimmed, otherwise it
never exists, or gradually expires, Only on the hypothesis of an original reve
Iation can the phenomenon of civilization be philosophically esplained. From
this original revelation the heatlien nhtions were, as Edward Irving finally re
marks, the apostacy, as the ten tribes were from the Jewish, and the Roma
Catholic is from the Christian, dispensation, The promise given in Eden is to
us the emblbm, as it was no doubt the centre, of the original revelation, and it
brought with it inestimable advantages to the whole human race. 'We ray no,
of course, that every form of civilization has owed all that it achieved of great:
ness or excellence either to traditional or to Christian revelation. But we firmly
maintain that a Divine hand first led the feeble human flock to green pastures
and habitable valleys, and that infant reason, before commencing her magnif
cent work of civilization, was guided by the hand of faith. Apart, however,
from these more remote consideratious, do we not all recognise that the presence
of Christianity in a nation cnnobles and enriches it, givesit freer tenure of the
treasures of the earth and a more perfect use of the faculties of the mind, broad:
ens its political institutions and Lumanises its social life, bridles its passions with
law and tempers its law with mercy?  All this pertains to the work of the Sm
of Man upon earth. In all this bis declared followers can sympathize aud e
operate with Ilim, and in such sympathy and co-operation can find deep e
couragement and great joy. All this is involved in what Dr. Candlish stats;
but we cannot help looking over his logical paling into the broad and genid

territory avound.

Another remark forcibly suggests itself in connection with this subject. I
is not very safe to sever, even in thought, in the present world, the wheat anl
the tares which must grow together until the harvest, Not even in appearane
or by implication ought the frceness of the gospel offer to be circumscribel
But is thers no danger of this result, if the gathered ears of the elect, and nd
the wide field of the world, in which they grow side by side with the tares ar
alonc represented as of value or importance? TIn one point of view it isih
function of the Christian minister and of every Christian to call together iht
company of those whom God has chosen in his Son; in another point of view
as strictly logical, as strictly Scriptural, it is lawful to address every living huma
being. as possibly belonging to this company. To bring all the world to Chrit
—to hold out the invitation to whomsoever will,—this is the mission of Chr*
tians; and it scems the more natural, wnd, so to speak, likely mode of prows

.




THE CANADIAN PRESBYTER. 221

ing this sublime object, to represent Christianity as a rim of light gradually
lroadening on darkness along the whole horizon of night, than as a thin ray,
jercing from heaven, and touching on the forehead a peculiar few among the
dildren of men. :

No part of Dr. Candlish’s voluwo strikes us as more nobly conceived, more
admirably written, or having lofticr, while strictly practical, tendencies, than
that in which the constitution of man as he at present exists and its constitution
after the resurrection are made the subject of investigntion. The theme is by fur
(oo large for us to discuss at present. We can only say that with Dr. Candlish’s
views as to threefold division of spirit, soul, and body, we cordially agree, and
reommend our readers to follow out for themselves the many and far-reaching
fines of thought which his treatment of the subject suggests,  This world is the
plac of hope. The whole life of man, physical and mental, sustains itself on
hope. Reduce 2 man to a devil or a stone, and you cut away at once, and_for
ever, every prospect of his moral improvemeut. Unless the image of God,
wrely defaced, yet indestrucibly glorious, is recognised as looking through the
fillen natuve of man, a paralysis of despair is cast upon all Christian effort. It
is by bringing into clear prominence the spiritual in the human constitution,
and showing how, without doing any violence to natuve, or easting discredit on
the most insignificant necessary accompaniment of' « physical coustitation like
ours, Christianity invigovates, and purvifies, and eieviies it, that the essential
nobleness of Christian ethics is perhaps most convineingly of all exhitited By
pointing with so firm a finger to the heaven-born sp.i+it of man, groaning and
strugeling under the obstructious of the flesh, Dr, Cundlish distinetly reveals
low the morals of Christiunity connect themselves with eve y high fecling and
lofty inspiration,—with every triumph over self, and sacrifice - of material ad-
vantage to mental attainment,—with whatsoever things havi been true, and
bonest, and  just, and pure, and lovely, and’ of goud repuit, in the history of
mwnkind, These were in great part aims and stl';\!{ngs after that spiritual
freedom which can be'attained only in Christianity, only in Christ. After this
final emancipation of the spiritual from fleshly bondage did the stern wisdom of
the Stoies strive 5 after this did the spirit of Plato yearn, when it sought in the
sorld of the Tdea the consun mation which could not be found in the realm of
the Actual, Tt is an inspiring sight to contemplate all those high qualities and
ameitics, pertaining to the spiritual nature of man, which evoke the instinctive
wpect and admivation of mankind, following meekly iu the train of Christianity.

Itis the highest dearee satisfactory to find in this work.—the performance of
e who is orthodox among the orthodox,—a perfectly adequate recognition of
afunction for art in the Christian temple. ** What,” says Dr. Caundhsh, in pro-
eetting the inquiry to which we have been referring, “ are the fine arts, even
attheir Lest, but attempis to reetify and spiritualize what is to pass, through the
medinm of the eyes and ears of the body, into the echamber within,—where the
principle of the spiritual, as well as that of the animal life, has its seat?” We
lo not aceept this as an exhaustive definition of the object and aim of art. But
0 far as it goes, it appears<to us correct, and it seems to necessitate the eonclu-
don, that whatever is really good in art ought to be accepted asin so fax Christ-
fan, ough’; to be used by the believer, ought to be acknowledged as lying within
that province over which Christian liberty extends. 'We hail Dr, Candlish as az
plvocate of this great principle, and gladly avail ourselves of his authority in
Urginee it upon our readers.  Aund we consider it beyond doubt that the princi-
le laid dovm by Dr. Candlish is applicable as a test to all art, and to all science
nd philosophy, pointing out where each is noble and leads heavenward, and
here each is earthly and tends more and more to-pollute itself and its votaries.




222 ‘THE CANADIAN PRESBYTER.
SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE.

. ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY.

GexgrAL Asseypry o¥ TuE Fres Cunurcnt or ScoTuaNd—The Sixteenth Annug]
Meeting of this Assembly met at Edinburgh on the 20th May last, and wag, we aro as-
sured, one of the most delightful meetings vhat have been held since 1843,  There wag
o cheerful lively spirit among its members. Unity of sentiment to & great extent pre.
vailed, discussious wero conducted with vigour, frankness, and kindliness. The venera.
Ble Dr, Beith of Stirling, was clected Moderator, and in his inaugural address took 5
rapid review of the past history of' the Free Church, and noted the Evangelical work
to which it was called, For this purposc a ministry he said was requisite that should
bo spiritual, having a just apprehension and appreciation of its object, namely, tb please
God, and finally be endowed with true love. These positions he illustrated and eaforced
with much ability and.tenderness. The subjects which engaged the Assembly’s atten.
tion.were chiefly the great Mission Schemes of this Church. In regard to the Jewish
Mission, there was a long and interesting report, embracing the several stations at Pesth,
Coustantinople, Amsterdam, Galatz, Breslau and Frankfort, from all of which there
were accounts moro or less cncouraging of progress in the work of Evangelization
and conversion. The revivals in America attracted much interest and occupied the As.
sembly for some time, The Home Mission and Church Extersion Reports were of pecu.
liar interest. They showed that several Mission Churches in the poorer parts of nrge
cities are.cstablished and flourishing, and that deputations have visited several destitute
localities of the country, and preaclicd the Gospel to the people in the open air. This
is & good and great work in which ‘the Frce Cburch is zealously engaged, and upon
which God is showering His Llessing. Dr. Buchanan, Convener of the Sustentation
Scheme, submitted . 1wust encouraging report. This Fund for the year 1858 amounts
to the sum of £105,920 sty , being an increase of £282 over the previous year, which
wffords a dividend of .£'138 to each minister, leaving a small balance to bo carried to
next year's account. Tho following geucral abstract, shews the whole sums raised for
the various objects of the Free Ohurch of Scotland, for the year from 31st March,
186Y%, to 31st March, 1858 twe

Sustentation Fund, cececeiertrectienectciciscanraiiieses £108,920 710
Building Fundyceecienonesireiontiiosscesesseonrosiiaase 46,806 18 84
Congregational Fund,cceescesisocrieeciooessasseasiaanes 92,556 12 2§
Missions and Education.....oovveeiieeconvosrecnceervaves 06,76 6 9
Miscellaneousycese sececacesrsiiossuanssssnasascsansaasss 25386 18 8

Total,..n..u . £330,537 4

(3]

INVESTMENTS, Viz i

For behoof of Foreign Missions,..evvecececevececsceciaose  £1,574 15 2
« Education Fund,..ceveveveitnencosioniacnns 9,000 0 0
“ Home Mission,«ocs cocenvssinossrsnioniianns 1,250 0 0
“ Highland Mission,ssvieeescesveanssiasiianes 750 0 0
“ Colonial Scheme,.cvsvecrieerossiceriianns 200 0 0
“ Jewish Mission, .o viieeierieeeeioninaans 200 0 0
@ Building Fund, «.cvvivenieneneroininaadanas 300 00
“ General Trustees,.eo.ocoeeeseveeastocroenes 9,000 0 0
« College Endowment,...voveeeeresssseseeess 13,610 0 0
“ Bursary Fund for general purposes,es.ceeeses 6,861 11 3
6 “ “  for special purposes,.cae vveees 9,000 ¢ ¢
« Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund,.....e0oee0s 34,980 0 0
6 Chalmers’ £ndowments,.cuvveeereceneeansns 5,300 0 0
“ Sustentation,..coieiiiaiiiiiiiiiniiiniianns 3,200 0 0
6 Supplementary Sustentation Fund,....c.co.e.. 16,000 9 0
“ Widows' Fund,eeeeveienvriuseeresenseioass 66,787 2 8}

The Colonial Committee’s Report was of an encouraging nature. It embraced oot
only the Colonies but the Continent of Europe, showing how wide are the interests oftl
Free Church in the world and how deep a hold she has taken of its Christian symp
thies. Canada and Australin are evidently the most important parts of this field ; bt
these Colonies are now rising into such a position of wealth and vigour that they msj,
for the most part, be left to take care of themselves, if they may not also be expectt
to make substantial returns for past favours. In the department of Foreign Missiox
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tie Free Church labours with unabated zeal. Her work in India bns only to a limited
wtent been disturbed.  The Missions in Bombay, Puna, Madras, and even Calcutta, con-
tinue unimpaired, notwithstanding the mutinous state of the north-western provinces.
Yagpore was in the greatest danger of any of the stations, and it was mainly through
the information given by the missionary there to the military authorities that the lives
¢ the Europeans were pteserved. The matters pertaining to Colleges and Schools
wro of considerablo importance. The Free Church has now three Theological Colleges,
in Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen, in which there are 167 students. The number
ofher Schools is 614, comprising 645 teachers, and 61,811 pupils. The public contri-
tations for their support arc—for Colleges, £2500, besides a capital sura of £1%,000 for
udowments ; for Schools the annual sum is £2011, Many cases of private importance
tothe Church were discussed and determined by the Assembly ; and, after o session of

shout 15 days, it was dissolved with the usual formalities, \

Srxop oF THE CANADIAX UNiTED PRESRYTERIAN CHURCH.~~This Synod held its annual
weeting at Iamilton on the first Tuesday of June, and was well attended by both
pinisters and elders. The Rev. J. Aitken of Smitl's Falls was appointed Moderator,
S eral questions of deep interest to the denomination were under consideration, and
wisely determined. The question of union occupied a large share of their attention
sud elicited & warm and able debate. The decisions to which they came will » found
inour article on the Union Question. Their next meeting is appointed tob  o~ld in
Toronto on the second Tuesday of June next,

CoSFERENCE'OF THE WESLEYAN Cnvronm.—This Assembly met in Montreal on the first
week of June, and was largely attended. Dr. Stinson, from England, was the President
for the year ; and we understand that the proceedings were of a most gratifying character,

Tie Usiox oF Tir CONGREGATIONALIST CHURCHES was, We understand, held this year in

Brantford, and was of a gratifying character; but, as yet, wo have scex no published
nolice of its proceedings.

Tie ANaLICAN SYNop oF THE D1ockss oF ToroNTO met on the 10th of June, the Bishop of
Toronto presiding. The opening address of the Bishop was especially jubilant over the
—new to the Episcopal Church—extraordinary act of the free election of a Bishop for
the diocese of Huron. ‘It was refieshing,” said he, *ta witness this triumph of Chris-
tiazu unity and love, which threw.to the winds all the arguments against the free and
bonest choice of Bishops, which the narrow selfishness of many centuries had mustered
u” We find the Committee on Church Psalmody recommending among other things
that all members of choirs shounld also be members of the Church; that candidates for
the ministry should also be instructed in the science of Sacred Music ; and that con-
gregational music should be of the simplest kind. The report of the School Commit-
tee recommended & memorial to be presented to Government for permission to establish
Church of England separate schools. This was however opposed, and the matter was
fnally allowed to rest till next meeting of the Synod. We find a warm debate arising
oz the proposition to pass any measure which had been twice adopted by the Synod not-
sithstanding the veto of the Bishop. Against thig Bishop Strachan seems to have
thown determined opposition. He regarded it as such an infringement upon his
Episcopal prerogative as that, if passed, it would reduce him to the position of a primus
inter pares, % Are we,” said he, ‘“ to give ourselves a Presbyterian form of government ?
I'will never sit here as the Moderator of a Presbyterian Assembly.” Such is the pious
horror which the Bishop has for his old faith in which he was born, and to which he is
indetted for that learning and. those qualifications which have fitted him abave any
Anglican-born Bishop to govern his diocese with ability, After adopting a measure
for the institution of a Provincial Convocation, the Synod adjourned, to meet next
Autumn at Xingston. '

The Diocesan Synod which met at Qucbec scems to have been a noisy and unraly
meeting.  Bishop, clergy and laity seem to have got into a state of uproar and confu-
sion, Our Episcopal friends will find out, sooner or later, that frec Synods-will only
barmonise with a Presbyterian polity of one form or another. In free-countries, such
% Canada and the United States, Episcopacy must abate its Anglican and prelatical
Pretensions.

Tug Syxop oF Tur PrespyTeriay Cuuvrch oF New Brusswick.—This Synod held its
Sumual meeting last month at St. Johns, and was attended by all the ministers of the
body in the Province, save one. 'The meeting was a very pleasing one. The affairs of
the Church in the Province met with prayerful consideration. Vigorous measurés were
tesolved upon for the prosecution of their Educational and Missionary scherues.  They re-
solved anew to proceed with their charter before the Legislature, notwithstanding the
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opposition of a few narrow-minded members and ministers of the Established Church of
Scotland. Why is it that the Synods of the North American Provinces have not enter¢
into fraternal correspondence with one another? ’

Dougestic Missions, PrespyTeriaAN CHURCH, O. 8.—The objects of this Board are, th’.
report for 1858 informs us, first to supply vacant churches and assist weak congreg® .
tions in support of pastors; and second, to extend the boundaries of the Church by
employing ministers to preach the Gospel, organize new congregations, and fors.
churches in the hitherto neglected and waste places of the country. The General Ad,
sembly has declared that the cause of Domestic Missions is second to no other in mag™:
nitude and importance. From the very beginning of the Church in America down
the present time this mission has been prosecuted with vigor. The increase and exps®
sion of the Church since its re-organization in 1838 has been mainly effected throuszi;
the instrumentality of this Board. Since that time the Church has increased by 1%
Synods, '60 Presbyteries, 796 ministers, 1,578 churches, and 118,242 members.
number of missionaries is 610 ; and the total receipts $105,277.

LITERARY.

Messrs. Gould & Lincoln announce the publication of a new work by the late Hugh
Miller, entitled “ The Cruise of the Betsy, or a Summer Ramble among the Fossilifero
Deposits of the Hebrides ; with Rambles of a Geologist, or Ten Thousand Miles ovef:
the Fossiliferous Deposits of Scotland,”—which we hope soon to notice at length.

The same publishers announce the preparation of a Memoir of Hugh Miller, by Petef ",
Bayne, Esq., from writings and correspondence in possession of the family. N

Messrs. T. & T. Clark of Edinburgh have just issued a translation of Christoffel®
Life of Zwingle, the fullest and best life extant of this great Reformer ; also a translé”
tion of a number of evangelical meditations of the well-known Vinet of Lusanne, b.
Professor Ed. Masson. .

The Messrs. Nisbet & Co. have just published a memoir of the Rev. R. Nesbit, Mi#
sionary of the Free Church of Scotland in Bombay, by the Rev. J. M. Mitchell, A.M., 8
brother Missionary. Mr. Neshit's life was one of singular devotedness to his work, a8
christian simplicity of aim. Besides selected extracts from his journal illustrative of
his character, Mr. Murray Mitchell has given himself, in one chapter, & retrospecti?é
view of missions in Western India, which is ably written from a catholic point of vieW
and which is doubly valuable from its being the first sketch that has appeared of the
missions, at least since the publication of the Life of Mrs. Wilson of Bombay.

The Rev. Dr. Tyng, of New York, has just published a father's memorial of his so%
entitled ¢ The Child of Prayer.” [t embraces all the particulars of the distressinf
event by which the life of a useful young minister was cut short, together with the £&
markable expressions of public sympathy which his death called forth. Dr. Tyng, th¢
bereaved and heart-stricken father, has most tenderly, piously, and affectionatcly com” -
memorated the excellencies of his son, and thousands, we doubt not, will eagerly inquif® -
for this memorial.

The Philadelphia Presbyterian says of “The Encyclopedia of Religious I{nowledge:”
published by Lippincott & Co., of Philadelphia :— This massive and compact volu
embraces a vast fund of information on religious topies, brought down to the prese®
date. The reader may form some general idea of the ground occupied, when we st8
that notices, more or less full, are given of all the religious denominations ; the ma®”
ners and customs of the East, with descriptions of the natural history of the Bible ;
priuncipal events of ecclesiastical history ; biographies of the martyrs and of distinguished
religious writers; a missionary gazetteer, with notices of the various missionary 8%
tions ; comprising a very full book of reference on all religious subjects. The co®”
pilers have made free use of all preceding works on the subjects treated, and the article®
on religious denominations have been coutributed by distinguished men belonging res”
pectively to those denominations. We do not pretend to give a definite opinion of @
the matter embraced in nearly one thousand three hundred closely printed imper! 1
octavo pages of double columns ; there may be errors of fact and opinion, and it WOE"
be strange if there were not in so large a space ; but we have no doubt all due cauti®
has been used, and we are very sure, that as a general work of reference, it is valusbl®
and worth its price. The style in which the book has been prepared for the public ¥
very creditable, aud evidently no necessary expense has been spared.”



