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Errata

{, ninth line from top—For remake read rebuke,
t, sixteenth line from foot—Omit and.

fourteenth line from foot—For the first and read all.

7, nineteenth line from foot —For German read human.

8, third line from foot—For conversion read conviction.

10, fourteenth line from top—For He read be.

11, twentieth line from top—For treading read trenching.

12, fourth line from foot—For propadantic read propadeutic.

13, third line from top—For wobsters read wabsters.




The War and The Christian Church

Issued by the Assembly’s Commission on the War

A\ Commission was appointed by the Assembly to mal
pecial study of the situation created by the war and to offer
he ministers and people of the Presbyterian Church in Canada

uch reflections and suggestions as may scem to he significant and
helpful in a time of severe testing and trial for the Nation and for

the Christian Church

The Members of the Commission, in writing the paragra

h follow. do so with a keen sense of their inability to interpret

wequately the appalling catastrophe which has come upon the

human  race They profoundly believe, however, that Gaod

present in all history. both in judgment and in merey ; and they
desire humbly to wait upon Him and to catch some of His meaning
as He speaks to the world and to His Church in the terrors and

agonies of this tremendous conflict,

I. AN UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNITY

In the first place, we believe that the war has created for the
Church an unparalleled opportunity for her special ministry of
comfort and of hope. It has done so in at least three ways :

(1) It has deepened in the hearts of multitudes the sense of
need of Divine heip and strength.  There is sorrow in innumerable
homes. A heavy load of anxiety rests on multitudes. The strain
of the war is felt by thousands, and in many cases the war works
pain and anguish beyond anything that is endured on the battle-
fiecld.  For such a need there is no help or healing save in God.

(2) It has exhibited the hollowness of a merely conventional
religion, the vanity of empty forms and the futility of phrases,
however pious, which are not the expression of a real experience
of God's saving power. It has demanded in thunderous tones,
reality in religion on the part of all who make a profession of the
Christian faith.

(3) It has called for, and it has produced, moral qualities of
the highest value. The valor of our soldiers has been proved on
a hundred blood-stained fields.  The stories o individual heroism
thrill the blood and awaken a just pride, and will form a splendid
inspiration for generations yet unborn. In the homes whence the
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I A CHALLENGE AND A CRITICISM
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III. THE WAR IS THE CONSEQUENCE, THE EXPOSURE
AND THE JUDGMENT OF SIN

In the e, we look upon the war, with its manifold
losses and indeseribable sorrow 15 the consequence., the CXPOSure
and the nt of human sin. It has been called **the apoca
lypse of sin.”™  In it is made hideously obvious sin's power to de

rade and o ind destroy the whole moral natur In it is

rendered manifest man's solidarity in sin, communities and nations

heing involved in its moral contagion and its enslaving dominion.

The strongest utterances of an older type of preaching are not too
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trong to describe this awful tyranny, which holds millions in a

hameful bondage and inflicts upon them unknown miseri of
ody and soul.  The guilt of such sin cries to high heaven. It i
n outrage on human nature, a crime against the I of God, an
mpious revolt against the Divine majesty [t is committed by
ose who decorate with a cross the vile perpetrators of war'
most dreadful 1ssud ind thus it dishonors Him who died upon
he cross of Calvary for the redemption of men
1) The sin of Germany is plain—** For a nation to repudiate
national morality, as Germany has done in word and deed to
ke up arms against the K lom of God ; it 18 to organiz
ilization in the service of lom of Evil 15 10 sin the
i against mankind, w iven mankind the office to
irrest and to judge, if tl international duty at : P.T
Forsyth, **The Christ es of War,” p. 111
The sin of modern civilization, as represented by Great
Britain, France, Canada and the United States of America, a
wel by Germany, Austria, Bulgaria and Turkey. is no le
obivion War is not waged with bayonet and cannon only. nor
re its vietims only the mangled forms that lie out in *'no man's
land.”  There is war in the body politic ; and the forces, which

produce cconomic and social strife, are precisely those which have

devastated um and Serbia, and are draining the treasurc

blood of France and England.  All the nations are sinner;

ilike in this respect. The peace they enjoyed e the war was a
covering spread over fiercest internecine strife. The ** will to power,”
the “claim to world-power,” the cynical selfishness, the brutal dis
regard of the rights and interests of others, the oppression that con

or to the greed and lust of the dominant

demns multitudes to minis

188 1 and the wrongs that we justly condemn and loathe on the

part of the German “war lords™ have their analogues in the social

I

ystem which we ourselves, even the most pacifically-minded, form
a part.  These sins the war is judging ; and those guilty of them
wre being judged before the impartial bar of history, and being

sentenced by the dread arbitrament of the sword, Canada is

involved in this sin, and is being comprehended in this judgment.

We have sinned as a people 5 o people we are paying the price.
The war reverberates in our ears the call to national repentance.
We have to repent of our selfishness, our love of money, our greed
of pleasure, our commercial dishonesty, our political corruption,
our social falsehoods, our want of a sense of honor, our neglect of

public duty, our intense individualism, our bitter class feelings,

our hypocrisy, unconscious as well as conscious, the orthodoxy




that is contradicted by our violation e ( in princij
the profession of Christian faith, combined with the ethic of the
Lt nd the bestiality of « ngle It 1 n to separate
ourselyve ndividt 0 ( ( nd contr
ourselves as innocent, with the guilty ones whose crimes sometime

find exposure We are the people We g2 anaen i

which war i 1 We ofited 1 I wrous
to repent in dust and ashes, to ( he Judge of all the eartl
the advocate of the widow : ens) the poor-and thoss
that have no helper, conf our shame nd heseechin «
mercy which, alas, we have too often denied to other

The members of the Comn on desire to join in the acknow
ledgment of national sin ) 1 upon all men everywherc
to repent they entreat all minister nd teachers of religion to
bear witness, at any cost to themselves, to national crime I
the need of national 1 nee I'hey are persuaded that ther
can be no nation-wide revival of religion that is not inaugurated
by nation-wide humiliation before the Being, whose Holy Love

has been so flagrantly violated

IV. OUR FAITH IS IN THE HISTORIC CHRIST

In the fourth place, we confess our faith in Christ, the Historic
Jesus, the Christ of Calvary, the living and exalted Lord, as th
Saviour, even of such a world as this, the Redeemer of men who
have so fearfully lost their way, the Hope of the German race
which has sinned so grievously and has been so wwlully afflicted

We are “not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ” (Rom. 1 : 16,

17).  We are convinced that to-day, even as in the first years of the

Church’s history, it is “the power of God unto salvation.” Wi
firmly believe that the supreme function of the Church, i.e., of

every individual believer, is to proclaim and interpret, illustrate

and verify, in word and deed, “the glorious gospel of the blessed

God.”  We confess that we have ourselves not always remembered

this, and have sometimes turned aside from central themes, and

have failed to give Christ in our preaching th

upreme place that
is His in the redemption of the world, If any of our brethren ar
conscious of like failure, we bescech and require them, by the
mercies of God, that they “confess Christ hefore men® in daily
life ; and that in preaching and teaching, they shall “know not
anything save Jesus Christ and Him crucified”™ (1 Cor. 2 :2)
and that they shall have one master motive in all their ministry
to make Jesus known to men as Saviour and Lord, and to win to
His allegiance all whom they can reach.
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sins and miseries, their guilt and sufferings. have been laid upon
His heart in a sorrow, for which the human imagination provides
no parallel.  But this sin-Bearer is also the Judge of all the carth.
He will not permit the travail of His soul to be deprived of its
fruit. In the way of His Judgments, we wait for Him (Is, 26 : 8).
The God, who is like Christ, the God who came into the world in
Christ, will not allow Satan, or Kaiser, to overthrow His Kingdom.
We lift up our hearts in His name.  We claim Him as the partner
in our afflictions (Is. 63 : 9). We are absolutely confident in His
victory, and in victory those who in faith make themselves the
instruments of His saving purpose will have their assured part,
b) The place of Jesus Christ, the crucifiecd Redeemer, the
f men. Wh
salvation He conceived negatively as deliverance from sin, or

‘ther that

living and exalted Lord in the salvation

positively as the consummation of all good. its sole author and
agent is Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, and the Son of Man,
who through death, has entered upon absolute supremacy in the
moral world, and now meets mankind as the living Divine answer
concerns human

to all human need, and the perfecter of all ti
welfare.  Without a Divine Redeemer, sin remains unatoned,
undefeated ; all the human race is plunging through successive
tragedies to find despair and ruin.  The War has made this plain

1

In this matter of Salvation, for the individuw:

for society, for
mankind, it is Christ, or no one.  For our soul's sake, for the sake
of every moral good, we turn to Christ, our Saviour, our Master,
and commit ourselves anew to Him, and in Him find our God and
Father. To a world that, in literal fact, is perishing, we preach

Christ, who has paid the price of His blood for its redemption,

and now claims it as His own, and undertakes to lead it out of
bondage and darkness into the realm of God, where God's will
is done, and men become the children of God. and reach the fulness
of humanity, as it was designed for perfect service and perfect
blessedness. I it be conceivable that any ministers of our church
have slighted Christ in their preaching, surely their guilt is very
great, and the whole church will suffer through such dishonor to
its Head. It is our bounden duty and our high privilege, to own
Him Lord, and proclaim the glory of the Redeemer. who came
into the world to save sinners, of whom we are chief.

(¢) The Issues of Salvation in actual experience. Three
great complaints have been made against evangelical religion as
commonly preached, viz., that it is negative and not positive, that
it is individualistic and not social, that it is occupied with another
world and is neglectful of the present.
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V. THE CALL TO CONSECRATED SELF-SACRIFICING
SERVICE
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