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RETURN to an Anhuzsa of the Honourable The House of Commons,
dated 18 February 1845 ;—for, o

COPIES or EXTRACTS of any Despatcues from the Governor-Genéral
of Canada to the Secrétary of State for the Colonies, and of his Replies, respect-
ing the Conduct of the ReTurviNg Orricer of Montreal during the late

- FElection. ‘ ‘

Colonial-office, Dow’ning-street,} ‘ | G W. HOPE.

'4 March 1845.

o — No. 1. —
(No. 162.) ‘

"Cory of a DESPATCH from the Right Hon. Sir Charles Metcalfe, Bart. 6.c.8. . No. 1.
- ‘ to Lord Stanley. " Governor Sir C.
‘ ' ‘ o | ' : lgleuialfe to Lord
‘ : ~ Government House, Montreal, lan ey
My Lord, B 28 October 1844. ; “3 October 1844.
I nave the honour to submit for your Lordship’s information the copy of -

a Report from Captain Wetherall, stipendiary magistrate, detailing the proceed- -

ings that took place during the two days of polling for members to represent
- the city of Montreal in the new Parliament. L

T consider that the preservation of the peace, and of the lives and property

of ‘the inhabitants, is in no small degree to be attributed to the admirable

arrangements of Mr. Young, the returning officer, and to the efficient services
" of Captain Wetherall, a most valuable public servant, ‘ '

. The polling proceeded throughout without interruption, notwithstanding. the -
‘repeated attempts made o disturb it and I feel that it will be as gratifying to
your Lordship to learn, as it is to me to state, that no lite has been sacrificed. .

" Great credit is due to the troops employed, both officers and men, for their
" temperate and judicious conduct; and I am of opinion - that without their assist-

.. ance, neither the peace of the city could have been maintained, nor the free
" exercise of their franchise secured to the voters, in consequence of the inroads
. made by the labourers, non-voters, who are congregated. upon the public works -

“in this vicinity. . o ' o :

‘ R | havé, &c. | |
L (signed)  C.T. Metcalfe.

Enclosure in No. 1.

" ExTracr of a REPORT from Captaih,TVé‘the‘rdll, Stipendiary Magistrate at MONTREAL,  Encl. in No. 1.
~_addressed 10 the Provincial Secretary ; dated Lachine Police Office, 26 October 1844, Ce—

" T nave the honour 1o state for the information of the Governor-general, that a few days
_prévious to the nomination of candidates to represent the city of Montreal, I was called
on by the returning officer to assist him in making arrangements for the preservation of
" the peace of that city. - ‘ Lo ‘ o

. Lfelt it my duty to comply with this request, and I beg now to report the occurrences
. which took ‘place under my observation, ' as' well as the general arrangements during the
two days of polling. SRV ‘ DR .
103 Lo - The
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The polling booths were ﬁ\ed in the centre of streets running at right angles with two
great thoronghfmes.  Stong barriers were erected at the polling baoths to prevent the
collision of the contendivg panties, there bheing an understanding between the candidates,
made a1 the suggestion of lhe returning officer, that their respecuve voters should approach:
the polling boaths at the opposite ends of the strect.,

At each Looth 1wo magistrates and a sttong bedy of special constables were posted, to
assist the deputy 1etuming officer in maintaining peace.

In this oider all the polls were opened.

I was occupied throughout the two days n contmu'ﬂly visiting the several polling
places, and in no instance except that heranalier mentioned, did I perceive any difficulty
whatever to the fice and peaceable access of voters to 1he poll

Two days pievious 10 the polling, infoimation reached the returning officer that bodies
of strangers were expected frum the Gore of Chathaw and Quebec. to eudeavour to carry
the election by violence, and ariangements were made to prevent them, if possible, from
entering the city.

I can confidently assert that no bodies of men came from the former place, as I had
placed police on the road and at the landing-places 10 ascertain the fact. Two hundred
men, however, apparently lrish ‘ldbouwra, arrived in Montreal in the steam-boat
“ Charlercix,” from Quebec. ‘

* * * * * €

On the moming of thc first day of polling an unusually large body of strangers,
evidently Inish labowers, congregated in M (ull—sueet one of the largest thoroughfares,
and flanking the streets leadmg 10 the pollmg-booxhs in the QueLna\Vard one of the

principal waids in the city.

Amcngst these pecple T recognized a large number of labourers from the Lachine Canal
‘non- \otms and it was very evident from their manner and local disposition that lhey
‘meditated an attack on the booth, with a view of taking and keeping forcible possession
of it,—a plan which they had successfully practised at the last election for Montreal. :

Shonly afier the poll was opened an altack was made by these people ou the voters of
l\h. Muofiaty, who had assembled near the poll, at the Queen’s Ward, in the street assx«rne.i
to them, and the deputy returning-officer found it necessary to call in the troops.

The riot was speedily repressed, and the troops were retained in the numt_y of the poll
to allow frec access to it, und prevent further rioting.

Polling continued throughout the day uninterruptedly.

On the close of the poll on the first day an atlempt was again made by the labourers to
“ercate a distmbance by uudckmu the voters of xhe oppome party, which was again
“checked, ‘ i

- lhe labourers finding their object deleated, mturned 10 the canal, and in passmfr

thiotgh Gr fin Town demolished the windows of a Wesley'm (,hapel besides committing

varicus other depredations, ‘
. During the night it was thought necessary t0 phce dctqchments of troops in different
p.ms of the town, to protect the pwpert) of mdxvndua[s of both pames who had taken
prominent parts in the election.

On the second day the pollmﬂ Lommeuced at 1he usual hour, and continued w1thout
mlenupn(m. '

Early on that d: 1y I received information from the police stationed on the line of canal
that agents for Mr. Drummond had proceeded along the line of canal, stating to the.
Tabouicrs (many of whom had returned to their “oxl\), among other mﬂammatory matter,

" that * the Toties had buined he Recollet (an Irish Roman—cathohc church), and that

their comrades had been abused and were bleeding in the streets, and urgmg them o0
~proceed to Mintieal lmmedlmely

A paity amounting 10 beiween 300 and 400, man_y of whom were armed, marched in -
military unay, with scouts and flankers, on Montreal, augmenting their numbers as they

proceeded ; this body made their appearance at the tnot “of M Gill-street, and continued
their march in the ditection of the polling-place in_the Queen’s Ward ;. and refusing, on
the communds of 'the magistiates, 10 hali, the Riot” Act was read, and the cavalry
directe d 1o disperse the crowd, and assist the civil power in the capture of as many as
powh]e. Thirty men were arrested and committed to gaol.

‘Although 1 believe that the several deputy retummg—o(ﬁcexs found it necessary to
require the presence of troops in the vicinity of their respective polling-places, yet they
wele not called upon to act offensively except in_this instance, and then, L.am happy to
say, without any loss of life or serious injuries being inflicted.

The same nnlnm) p:olc« tion of property was afforded during the mght on the reqm-
sition of the returning officer, and was continued until the fival cluse of the election, and

‘the city now ‘remains in a state of apparent wranquillity. ‘

Thete can be no doubt that Tiot and bloodshed to a Innhlful e\tent would have ensued,
and the election could not have been proceeded in, but for the admirable and humane
arrangements ot the returning (.fﬁcer, and the tlmely and . wmperate mlerfereuce of the
troops.

In proofof the neceseny for wilitary assistance. in thlb contest, 'l would remark that

- Mr. Drummond spoke to me'a few days previous to the election on the propriety of com-
~mencing polling undcr military protection, a measure to which the returning officer would’
- not lcolnsent until all ordmmy mearis had falled and in! no case was mlhtary md resorted 10

~ uutil then. ! ‘ ‘
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In conc]usmn, I would remark that every effort and arrangement was made by Mr.
Young, the returning officer, to ensure the preservation of order and the free access of
voters to the polls, which he sucweded in eﬂ'ectmcr without the loss of a sm-vle life.

*

* * *
I h‘ave, &ec.
(signed) . Wetherall, 3.v.
Hon. D. Daly, ‘ Stlpendlary Magistrate in charge of
Provincial Secretary, Montreal. ‘ Publlc ‘Works.
' _— NO- 2. —_
(No. 308. ) : No. 2
Copy of a DESPATCH from Lord Stanlc_y to the Rwht 'Honourable . Lord Sta.,]ey to
Sir Charles Metcalfe, Bart. ¢.c.B. ‘ - Governor Sir C.
‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ Metcalfe,
Sir,  Downing-street, 16 November 1844. 16November 1844

"1 navE to acknowledge the recelpt of your Despatch (No. 162), of the
28th October, enclosing ‘the copy of a’' Report from Captain Wetherall, stipen.
dlary magistrate, detanhn;\ the proceedings which took place. at the receut

“clection of Members to represent the city of Montreal in the new Parliament.
You will signity to the returning ofticer, Mr. Young, and Captain Wetherall,
my approbation of the efforts so succcsstully made by thcm for the preservation
of thc peace of the city on that occasion.
‘ 1 have, &e.

(signed) ] .S'Ianléy.




