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PART V.

TAe French Settlements.

CHAP. I.

Ihe time in which the French be^an their Wefi-

India fettlements. Favoured by cardinal

Richlieu, De Poincy governor. Jhe JV^^
htdia company.

H E French were amongft the

laft nations who made fettle-

ments in the Weft-Indies ; but

they made ample amends by

the vigour with which they pur-

fued them, and by that chain

of judicious and admirable meafures which
they ufed in drawing from them every ad-

vantage, which the nature of the climate

would yield j and in contending againft the

diliiculties which it threw in their way.

B 2 The
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The civil wars, which divided and harrafTcd

that kingdom, from the death of H»?nry the

fecond, with very little interruption, until the

majority of Lewis the fourteenth, withdrew

the attention of both prince and people from
their commercial intcrefts to thofe of parties

in religion and government. The politics

of the houfe of Valois, though France per-

haps was never governed by princes of fo in-

genious and refined a turn, were wholly of

the Machiavillian kind. They tended to

diftra(fl, to unfettle, to try dangerous fchemes,

and to ralfe ftorms only to difplay a fkill

in pilotage. The parties then in France

folely contended, what power could be given

to or taken from the king, without con-

fidering what could make their country a great

kingdom. Therefore, which way foever the

ballance inclined, whether to the king or to the

nobles, to the catholics or to the proteftants,

}t was pretty indifferent to the real happincfs of

that nation. The parties only gamed out of a

common ftock. Neither could be enriched. But
their diflenfions made all of them poor and
weak. The time of cardinal Richlieu mufl be

confidered as the true aera of French policy.

This great man pacifying all at home, ex-

alting the royal authority upon the ruins of

the power of ti«e nobility, and modelling that

great fyflem of general policy in external

affairs, which has raifed France to fuch a

1
j^

pitch

1
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pitch of greatncfs j amongft fo many, and

iuch extcnfive cares, did not forget thofe of

commerce, and what ferves mod effe(5tually

to fupport commerce, colonics, and eftablifli-

ments abroad. But the circumftances of the

time, and his genius that embraced fo many
objeds, did not leave him leifure to perfedl

vi'hat he began. It was referved for that

great, wife, and honeft: minifler Colbert, one

of the able/l that ever ferved any prince, or

honoured any country, to bring tha plan to

perfedlion, to carry it in a great meafure into

execution, and to leave things in fuch order,

that it was not difficult, when favourable cir-

cumftances offered, to make France one of

the firft trading powers in Europe, and her

colonies the moft powerful, their nature con-

lidered, of any in America.

So early as the reign of Francis I. the

French attempted an eftablifhment in North-
America ; but it was not until the year 1625,
that they made their firfl fettlement in the

Weft-Indies. This was upon St. Chriftopher,

one of the Caribee iflands. A remarkable

circumftance attended it ; the Englifh took

poffeiTion of the ifland the fam.e day. But
this fettlement had not long life on either fide.

The Spaniards had reafon to dread the efta-

blilhment of fuch powers in their neighbour-

hood ; and they envied the French and En-
glifh thofe advantages it was forefeen they

would draw fi om countries from which they

B 3 had
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had thcmfelvcs no benefit, and which they

claimed only to keep them dcfarts.

They affaulted thefe new colonies, and
drove them out of the ifland. The EngliQi

colony foon returned, and pofTcfled themfelves

of the largeft and mofl fertile quarter, before

the French could colled>: themfelves ; who,
finding the Englifli already occupied the beft

part, left a fmall colony on the other. But

their chief, and the moft adventurous of their

inhabitants, went in fearch of a new fettle-

ment ; wher , after various fortune, and after

combating the difficulties which an unculti-

vated country and fome indifcretions of their

own had caufed them, they made a confidcr-

able fettlement in the iflands of Martinico

and Guardaloupe.

Cardinal Richlieu faw very early into the

advantageswhich might arife from thefe fettle-

ments, if prudently managed j and he thought

the moft prudent management both for fe-

curing and extending them, confided in but

one article ; which was, to put the govern-

ment into proper hands. With that view he
made choice of Monficur de Poincy, a knight

of Malta J who was fent thither with the title

of governor and lieutenant-general of the ifles

of America, and a very ample commiffion.

No perfon could be better fitted to rcdlify the

diforders that naturally muft arife in every

new fettlement, and to put things in a right

channel for the time to come. Of a good
family

;

I . I



ich they

l^s, and
Englifh

jmfelves

before

who,
the beft

r. But
of their

V fettle-

nd after

inculti-

>f their

)nfider-

artinico

ito the

; fettle-

bought
for fe-

in but

Settlements in America. y
family ; of an unblemiihed reputation for

probity ; of great reading ; of much and
various knowledge of life j and of a genius as

varioufly cxcrcifed. He was a maflcr in me-
chanical learning ; in which he excelled not

more to his own honour, than to the benefit

of the colonies which had the happinefs to

be committed to his care. He it was that

firft taught them the method of cultivating

the fugar cai\e, and preparing the fugar. He
improved the methods which were ufed in

the Brazils for this purpofe, both with regard

to the mills and the furnaces j and having

given a diredlion to their induftry, he gave it

all the encouragement he could, by fupport-

ing thofe who raifed their own fubftance, by

the means which advanced the colony ; whilft

he kept a watchful eye, and a fevere hand
upon all, who were for making hafty fortunes,

without adding to the public flock. Hb
made admirable regulations for the fpeedy

and impartial adminiftration of juflice ; and

knowing that all order mufl depend for its

blefling above, and its efFe<ft here upon an at-

tention to religion, he ordered a proper

number of churches to be built in all the

iflands under his care, and fettled priells in

them, with a competent, but not a fuper-

fluous provifion j but he did not think monaf-

teries and monks io compatible with a new
colony.
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Under the infpedtion of this governor,

Martinico, Guardaloupe, part of St. Chrifto-

pher's, St. Bartholomew, and St. Martin,

were fetded, and began to fiourifli, and that

with very little help from home. A plain

proof that almoft every thing depends in

affairs of this nature, on chufing proper men
to command, and giving them a proper au-

thority,

Thefe iflands, however, were unhappily

under the fuperintendance of an exclufive

company, which, in fpite of all that could

otherwife be done, efpccially after the death

of Richlieu, fo negledted, or mifmanaged
their affairs, that they were obliged to fell a

part of the fettlements ; and they left the reft

nardly worth purchafing. But the govern-

ment at length bought up the iflands which
they had alienated, and refcued tftt others out

of their hands. The trade unde'r proper re-

gulations was laid open, yet protected under

the wings of their great India company. Thefe
regulations took place about 1680, and the

benefits of this arrangement were great, and

foon apparent. Exclufive companies may
probably be ufeful to nourifli an infant trade.

They may be ufeful too for a very diftant one,

where the market is to be nicely managed,

and where it is under the dominion of foreign

and barbarous princes. But where the trade

is between different parts of the dominions of

the

liir
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Settlements in America. 9
the fame f rince, under the protection of his

laws, carried on by his own fubjecfls, and

t with goods wrought in his own country, fuch

i companies muft be equally abfiird in their

I nature, and ruinous in their conlequences to

I the trade.

CHAP. II.

The deJlru6fion of the colony of St. Chriflophers.

The rife of the buccaneers. The caufe of
their fuccefs. The fettlement of Hifpaniola.

The policy of Fra?jce. A dejcription of
Hifpaniola. Its trade. The towns of Cape
Francoije and Leogan,

AFTER the Spaniards had ruined the

iirft colony at St. Chriftopher*s, they

brought upojji^hemfelves by this a6l, a very

heavy revenge for the injuftice of it. Their

example at tne fame time made it apparent,

how much better it is to let a bold and ad-

venturous people fettle in fome place where
they can do but little mifchief, and to fufFer

their fpirit to evaporate in peaceful occupa-

tions, rather than to keep it up by difficulties,

unable to quell it, but which may force it to

take another and more dangerous turn.

Several ofthe French inhabitants, who vi^ere

expelled from St.Chriftopher's, being reduced

to great indigence, began to think of defperate

courfes*
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h
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ccurfes. Theybetook thcmfelves to piracy jand

uniting with fome vagrant Englirf), Dutch,

and other outcafls of all nations, but refolute

fellows, and not deftitute of men of capacity

amongft them, they began a piratical war
upon the Spaniards, At firft they fatisfied

themfelves with taking their (hips and de-

ftroying their trade ; which they did efFedlu-

ally; but foon encouraged and ftrcngthened

by this fuccefs, they landed upon the conti-

nent of New-Spain and Terra Firma, burning

and plundering the open country. Their

boldnefs and number increafing with their

fuccefs, they afTaulted and took fome of their

flrongeft fortrefles and mod opulent towns.

They took Portobello, Campeachy, Maracai-

bo, Gibraltar, and the fortrefs of Chagra;
they even took the city of Panama by ftorm,

and burned it, after defeating an army which
came to beat them off. In all which places,

and in the others which they had taken, they

gained an incredible booty, and committed
the moft unheard-of cruelties. Another party

of thefe pirates pafled the ftreights of Magel-
lan, and entering into the South- Sea, turned

the whole coaft of Peru, Chili, and the

Eafl of Mexico, into one fcene of defolation

;

every where extended with fuccefs, becaufc

every where ading with a bravery and con-

du(5l, that in any other caufe had merited the

higheft honouis.

It
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Itis not a little furprifing, at iirfl view, that all

the great things which were done in this new
world, were either done by adlual pirates, as

thefe men were, or by private adventurers, but

one degree better authorized, and nothing

better fupported ; whole own courage and

ikill were to be at once their commifilon,

their magazines, and their treafury ; being ob-

liged to find the reiburccs of the war, in the

war itfelf. When the mofl numerous and the

bed provided armaments have (hamefully

failed, and failed in thofe very places, where
the adventurers had (hewn them fach a

glorious example of fuccefs. But the caufe is

not fo hard to be afligned. None but men of

great cntcrprife and bravery, conceive thofe

expeditions of themfelves. Unfupported, but at

the fame time unchecked by the higher pow-
ers, theywere under the necclTity of turning to

every fide, and of exerting every faculty. But
then they had nothing to hinder this exertion.

Their firft attempts were generally low, and
therefore they were profperous. They did

not lead great armies to be fubfifted with

great difficulty, and to be difcouraged and
wafted by the hard(hips of the climate ; but

they habituated themfelves to hardfiiips by de-

grees : they were encouraged by fmaller fuc-

cefles ; and having nothing to expedl from
their power and numbers, they made amends
by their vigilance, their adivity, and their

,
' courage.
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courage. Thefe are caufes adequate to the

efFe<5t j indeed adequate to any eiFed. Where-
as in the regular way, a general of the firft

note and reputation has rarely been fent into

America 5 the fervice feemed beneath him >

and they that were tolerably expert at fecond

and third parts, (worfe than the ablblutcly in-

experienced for the very firft, where the fcene

is new,) were fent by court favour and in-

trigue. What armaments from England,

Holland, and France, have been fent in

different times to America, whofe remains

returned without honour or advantage, is

too clear, and perhaps too invidious a topic

to be greatly inlifted upon.

The pirates, whom we called buccaneers

improperly, the French denominated flibuf-

tiers, from the Dutch flyboats, in which they

made their firft expeditions. The buccaneers

are no more than perfons who hunt wild

cattle in America for their hides and tallow.

Some of thefe joined the flibuftiers in their

firft expeditions ; and from them we named
the whole body, buccaneers. Thefe people

brought their prizes and plunder frequently

into Jamaica, by which they enriched that

ifland extremely. Others, finding that the

Spaniards were very weak in Hifpaniola, and

that they had in a manner defcrted a confide-

rable part of the ifland, maj^e it a place of

rendezvous. Thev who huiited cattle fa

/ 1.

'\.
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Settlements in America. 13

the hideous defarts left by the Spanifli tyran-

ny, a proper place for exercifing their profef-

fion. To thefe two forts of people were foon

added a third ; who were fome of the French

in the LefTer Antilles, who finding how much
might be made by fupplying a fort of people

who expended largely, and were not very

exadl in their bargains, and perceiving that

no part of America afforded a better foil,

pafTed over to this ifland, and exercifed here

their bufinefs of planters and merchants.

Thefe three forts of people mutually in want

of each other, lived in very good harmony.

The Spaniards diflodged them feveral times j

but they flill returned, and with new ftrength;

fo that it was with difficulty, and after a long

difpute, that the Spaniards were able to re-

tain one part of the ifland.

The court of France faw the progrefs of

thefe people filently. Whenever complaints

were made, they difavowed their proceedings ;

refolved not to break meafures with Spain for

the fake of an objedl, which they were not

fure they could hold, and the advantages of

which were yet doubtful ; but when they

found the French in Ilifpaniola numerous,

flrong, and wealthy, they owned them as

fubjeds, fent them a governor and regular

forces to keep them fo, and to defend them
in what they had done : the old method of

piracy was Hill connived at, whilll the trade

of

ii
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14 j^n Account of the European
of fkins increafed, and the plantations extend-

ed. At laft the French obtained a legal

right by the ceffion, which the Spaniards

made them of the North-Weft part of the

ifland by the treaty of Ryfwick, in 1697 j the

beft and moft fertile part of the bcft and moft

fertile ifland in the Weft-Indies, and perhaps

in the world ; that which was the firft fettled,

and the whole of which is upwards of four

hundred miles long, and one hundred and

forty broad. This is the principal fetdement

of the French in the Weft-Indies, and indeed

in all America. The country is mixed ;

pretty mountainous in fome parts, but many
of thefe mountains arc fertile, and covered

with beautiful woods. Others, which are bar-

ren and rocky, anciently had mines of gold j

they are not worked now, though it is judged

they not only contain thofe of gold, but mines

offilver, copper, andiron. But the French
think, and I believe, with reafon, that their

labour is better beftowed on the culture of the

plains for thefe rich commodities,which vend fo

well in Europe, than in the purfuit of mines,

reallymore precarious in their profits, and which
yield a wealth after all, ofa lefs ufeful kind.

This country has likewife prodigioufly fine

plains, of a vaft extent, and extreme fertility ;

cither covered with noble and beautiful forefts

of timber and fruit-trees, excellent in their

kinds, or paftured by vaft numbers of horned

cattle, (beep, and hogs. The air in Hifpaniola

is
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is of the moll: healthy in the Weft- Indies.

The country is admirably watered with

rivulets as well as navigable rivers. It is no

wonder therefore, that this active and induf-

trious nation, in pofleffion of fo excellent and

extenlive a country, has reaped from it pro-

digious advantages. They were the better

enabled to do this, from the ^reat encourage-

ment their fettlements met with in France ;

and from the wife regulations which were

made concerning them. Thefc we fliall con-

iider in their place. But it is certain they

reckoned in the year 1726, that on this

ifland they had no Icfs than one hundred

thoufand negroes, and thirty thoufand whites;

that they made fixty thoufand hoglheadt of

fugar of five hundred weight each j that the

indigo was half as much in value as the fugar;

that they exported large quantities of cotton,

and that they had fent belides to France

cacao and ginger in tolerable plenty. Since

that time they have raifed coffee here to a very

great amount. And not this article only, but

every other branch of their commercial pro*

dufts has increafed to a degree truly aftonifh-

ing fincc that period. Towards the conclu-

fion of the late war a Spanifli writer of great

judgment and well informed, reckons the pro-

duce of the plantations near Cape St.FrancoIfe,

the capital of French Hifpaniola, and which
were exported from that fingle town, at 30,000
tons in fugar, indigo, tobacco, and coffee.

This
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This export at the loweft poflible calculation

cannot be of lefs value than 600,000 pounds

fterling. If to this we add the exports of the

two confiderable ports of Leogane and Pel't

Guaves, and the other inferior ones, which
certainly do not fend out lefs than the capital;

on this low eftimation, we find the exported

produce of this ifland to be worth 1200,000!.

annually ; which great as it is, is certainly

under-rated. But there is another branch of

their trade if poflible more advantageous to

the mother country, the counterband which
they carry on with the Spaniards, wholly in

the manufactures of France, and for which
they receive their returns in lilver. The
abovementioned author from the moft au-

thentic information tells us, that this trade

returns annually to France no lefs than two
millions of dollars. This progrefs of the

French colonies, and their flourifliing flate

after a war in which they fufFered greatly, I

have difplayed, in order to explode a notion

which prevails with many j that by diftrefl[ing

the French in time of war it is in our power
entirely to deftroy their commerce j but this

notion, if it (hould prevail generally, may
miilead us greatly to our difadvantage.

Nations likcFranee andEngland, full ofpeople

of fpirit, and of induftry, eafily recover all the

lofles of war. The trade of France was in a

deplorable condition at the treaty of Utrecht.

She had not then five hundred vellels of all

forts

i
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forts in the world. At the beginning of the

laft war, but thirty years after, they had

eighteen hundred. Their lofles in that war

were very great j and yet their lofles in this

fhew, that in a very little time they have more

than repaired them. Wherever the vital

principle fubiiils in full vigour, wounds are

foon healed. Diforders themfelves arc a

fpecies of remedies ; and every new lofs not

only fhews how it may be repaired, but by

the vigour it infpires, makes new advantages

known. Such loflfes renew the fpirit of in-

duftry and enterprife j they reduce things to

their firft principles j they keep alive motion,

and make the appetites of traders Iharp and

keen. While the fpirit of trade fubfifts, trade

itfelf can never be deftioyed. This is the

reafon that amidft their continual wars, and the

lofles all the nations of Europe fuffer from each

other, they are almofl: all thriving. And if I

may indulge a conjed:ure, it may be one among
feveral of the caufes that have reduced the trade

of Holland, that fince the treaty of Utrecht,

now above forty years, they have had no

war. They may,, during the quarrels of

other powers, appear to have derived great ad-

vantages from their neutrality. But are they

not with all this declining faft ? And is not

this country, which grew to be a nation,

and to be a powerful trading and rich nation,

Vol. II. G in

> .1 i
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m the midfl: of the mod bloody and expenfive

wars, now lofing its trade, its riches, and its

power, and almoft ceafing to be a nation, in

the midft of a profound peace of upwards of

forty years. We muft not forget, what the

great Colbert faid of his country, and which
we have experienced to be true, that the in-

duftry of the French if permitted would turn

the very rocks into gold. We muft not

therefore place our dependence for keeping

curfelves on a par of power with France, d^on
the prejudice which we can do its trade in time

of war, but upon the vigour, oeconomy, and

wifdom of the meafures which wc take to

fecure and advance our own, both in war
and in peace.

The largeft town in the French part of

Hifpaniola is Cape Francoife, which is fitu-

ated on the Northern part of the ifland upon
a very fine harbour. It is well built, and

contains about eight thoufand inhabitants,

blacks and whites. But tho' this be the largeft

town, Leogane on the Weftern fide, a good

port tco, and a place of confiderable trade, is

the feat of government, which here refides

in the hands of a governor and the inten-

dant, who are mutually a check upon each

other. There are befides two other towns,

confiderable for their trade. Petit Guaves on
the Weft end of the illand, and Port Loiiis on

the South-Weft part.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

A dcfcripticn of Martinico. Of Giiardaloupc

and other French ijlaiids, "Their produce,

Obfervations on the mijiakes that have been

made about their 'value,

MArtinico is the next ifland in impor-
tance, which the French poflefs in

America. It is one of the Caribbees or Wind-
ward iflands, and the principal ofthem ; about

fixty miles in length, and at a medium about

half as much in breadth. It is forty leagues

to the North-Weft of Barbadoes. It has pretty

high hills, efpecially in the inland parts. From
thofe hills are poured out upon every fide

a number of agreeable and ufeful rivulets,

which adorn and fru(ftify this ifland in a high
degree. The bays and harbours are numerous,
fafe and commodious ; and fo well fortified,

that we have always failed in our attempts

upon this place. The foil is fruitful enough,

abounding in the fame things which our
iflands in that part of the world produce, and
upon which 1 fhall the lefs infift on that ac-

count. Sugar is here, as it is in all the iflands,

the principal commodity, and great quantities

are here made. Their export cannot be lefs

than fixty or feventy thoufand hogiheads, of
five or fix hundred weight, annually, and this

r
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certainly is no extravagant eftimation. Indigo,

cotton, piemento or allfpice, ginger, and aloes,

are raifed here j and coffee in great abund-

ance ; but to what value I cannot exadtly fay.

Martinico is the refidence of the governor of

the French iflands in thefe feas.

Guardaloupe is the largeft of all the Carib-

bees, and in that divifion called the Leeward
iflands. It is almoft cut in two by a deep gulph

that clofes the fides ofa narrow ifthmus, which
connects the two peninfulas that compofe
this ifland. It is upwards of (ixty miles long,

and about the fame breadth. Its foil is not

inferior to that of Martinico ; it is equally

cultivated; and it is fortified with equal

flrength j its produce is the fame with that

of Martinico j its export of fugar is as great,

bcfides indigo, cotton, and thofe other com-
modities, which are produced in all the iflands

of that part of America called the Weft-
Indies.

The refl: of the French iflands in thofe

feas are Defiada, St. Bartholomew, and Mari-

galante ; a.'' of them inconfiderable in com-
* parifon of thofe which we have mentioned.

They do not all together produce above feven

or eight thoufand hogflieads of fugar. As for

the ifland of St. Vincent, it is in the pofl!*eflion

of the native Americans, and of runaway
negroes from the refl: of the Caribbees. The
French maintain them in this poflTefllon. Santa,

Lucia,

f!^>



AN

1. Indigo,

and aloes,

It abund-

^adly fay.

)vernor of

he Carib-

Leeward
jep gulph

is, which
compofe
iles long,

foil is not

s equally

th equal

vith that

as great,

ler com-
le iflands

e Weft-

in thofe

id Mari-
in com-
ntioned.

ve feven

As for

ofleffioa

unaway
s. The
n. Santa.

Lucia,

" Settlements in America. 21

Lucia, or as it is often called, Sant Alouzie,

of which the French arc themfelves in poflef-

fion, and have fettled, contrary to the faith of
treaties, it is impolTible to fay any thing of

its produce j it has been fo newly planted, that

it cannot as yet yield a great deal, and it is,

even in our prefent circumftances, much our

fault if it ever yields a great deal to France.

Thefe iflands, befides their ftaple commodi-
ties, fend home rocou, and brazil wood, in

confiderable quantities for the ufe of dyers,

callia for the druggiils, and rofewood for

joiners. The French have a fettlement upon
an ifland on the coaft of Terra Firma in the

province of Guiana, which they call Caen ;

and they claim befides a confiderable part of
the adjacent continent, but they have not

much extended their fettlements that way.

The ifland is exceflively unhealthy, though
not fo bad as formerly. The French here

raife the fame commodities which they have

from the Caribbee iflands, and in no incon-

liderable quantity.

In efl:imating the produce of thefe iflands,

it is not in my power to be very exadt. I

have made the befl: enquiries I could, and

principally took care not to exaggerate. I

have, indeed, made the produce of the Carib-

bee iflands very much greater than the inge-

nious colledor of Harris's voyages; but then I

»m the lefs fearful of differing from him, as

|l,r m
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he feems a little to differ from himfelfjand not

to have coniidered this ooint with his ufual

attention ; for of Martin ico he fays, ** That
as it is larger, fo it has many more inhabitants

than Barbadoes, and produces more fugars,

5cc." And fpeaking of Guardaloupe a little

lower, he obferves, " That it produces more
fugars than any of the Britifh iflands, except

Jamaica j" and yet afterwards coming to

fum up the produdls of all thefe iflands, he

allows but fifteen thoufind hogflieadsof fugar,

of about fix hundred weight each, for the

whole
J
when he makes the fingle ifland of

Barbadoes to yield double the quantity of

fugars which Martin ico, Guardaloupe, and
all the French Caribbees put together pro-

duce. For he rates it in the year 1730, at

twenty-two thoufand hogflieads, and upwards,

of thirteen hundred weight. He muft there-

fore certainly have made ibme miftake, ex-

cufable enough in fo vafl a work, which
is executed in general in a very mafterly

manner.

# On the whole, from the befl informations I

can get, the French at prefent greatly exceed

our iflands in the quantity of fugars which
they produce; and it is as certain, that they are

far lefs en the decline in that trade than we are,

at leafl: as things flood before the war; that

theycultivate great quantities of indigo; a trade

which our colonies in the Wefl:- Indies have

entirely

I
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entirely lofl; that within thefe few years they

have fent to Europe abundance ofcoffee, which
our iflands have not fufficient encouragement

to raife; and that upon the whole, we have the

greateft reafon to be jealous of France in that

partof the world. What advantages they derive

from the nob! c illand ofHifpaniolawe have fcen.

What muft they do, if they come to poffefs the

whole of that iQand, which in the cutting and

fhuffling of a treaty of peace is no way im-

poffible ? We fliall then change the indolent

Spaniard for the neighbourhood of the lively,

vigilant, and enterprifing French. And what
a rivalry in peace, and what a danger in war
that neighbourhood is even now, and much
more will probably be, is but too apparent.

Jamaica is near it; and for fo valuable a poiTef-

lion in fo dangerous a fituation, perhaps not fo

well defended. If belides this, the French
fliould retain the illands of St. Vincent, St.

Lucia, and Tobago, though they fiiould only

turn them into plantations for lire wood,
lumber, and provifions, as in fuch a cafe it

would feem moft advifcable to do with fom^
of them at leaft, what an advantage to thei^
colonies 1 what an annoyance to ours ! which
they in a manner furround, and can in a fort

hold befieged by the private armaments they

may from thence fit out.

Thefe laft mentioned illands were left neutral

atthelaft peace 3 or in other words, they were

C 4 left
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left at the extindlion ofthe old, in juft the order

proper for kindling a new flame (though fucha

defign, I am convinced, was far from the in-

tentions ofone of the parties) and in all refpe<fls

as if things were exprefsly ordered for that

very purpofe. Indeed nothing can be attend-

ed with worfe confequences than thefe poli-

tical after-reckonings, which the party who
has the advantage at making the peace, never

finds it his account to fettle or adjufl j but

there they lie, full of matter of litigation ; full

of idle occalions for formal buflnefs ; full of

lirife, and of ill blood j and, when a proper

time occurs, of bloody and expenfive warsc It

were better, at any rate, all at once to know
what we are to depend upon 5 the beft or the

worft we have to expe(ft. If on the conclufion

of a peace, things fhould take for us fuch an

unfortunate turn, we have ftill great refources

in the teititories we poflefs. Jamaica is no-

thing like fully cultivated. The Bahamas, our

undifputed right, where it is highly probable

fugars might be cultivated to advantage, re-

'|fe|[)ain at prefent utterly negleded, as if un-

^vorthy of all notice., though they are many
in number, large in extent, fruitful in their

foil, fituated in a very happy climate, and are

in a manner the keys of the Weft-India navi-

gation. But we fliall pafs by all refledlions

on this fubjedt for the prefent, to look at

the pofteflions and claims of France upon
K the
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the continent, which, if they were as well

cultivated as they are fruitful and extenfive,

or as convenient obje(fls of the French' in-

duftry as their illands, they would, I make

no doubt, be at leaft as advantageous to the

trade, and add as much to tht vVealth and

power of that flourifliing kingdom.

CHAP. IV. '

French North America. Defcription ef Ca»

nada. Its climate. ^The fair of Mont-
Real, ^iebec. The inhabitants of Canada

•

The river St. Laurence and the great lakes.

Cape Breton*

TH E French pofieflions and claims in

North America confjfl: of an immenfc
inland country, communicating with the fea

by the mouths of two great rivers y both of
difficult and dangerous navigation at the en-

trance ; and one of which is quite frozen for

alnioft half the year, and covered with thick ^^p
exhalations and fogs for the greater part or^F
the reft. They divide this vaft country, which
has our colonics on the Eaft and North-
Eaft

J the Spanifh on the South-Weft and
South-Eaft

J
and to the Weftward that un-

known trad: of land which ftretches to the

South-Sea ; into two great provinces ; the

Northern of which they call Canada, and the
*

Southern
J*

''it
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26 j^n Account of the European

Southern Louifiana. But how far the bounds

of thefe countries, extended to dimenfions al-

moft as great as all Europe, by the ambition

of France, ought to be contracted by the

rights of other powers, I fhall not undertake

to determine; as after all, fuch queftions muft

be decided in a manner altogether different

from any thing that can be faid here.

Canada, which borders upon our provinces

of Nova- Scotia, New-England, and New-
York, is of a climate not altogether diffe-

rent from theirs ; but as it is much further

from the fea, and more Northerly than a

great part of thofe provinces, it has a much
fcverer winter; though the air is generally

clear. The foil is various; moftly barren; but

the French have fettlements where the land is

equal in goodncfs to that in any of our colo-

nies, and wants nothing but a better conve-

nience of market to make it equally advan-

tageous to the proprietors. It yields Indian

corn very well in mod parts, and very fine

wheat in fome. All forts of garden fluff

which grows in Europe flourifhes here. But

they raile no flaple commodity to anfwer their

demands upon Old France ; their trade with

the Indians produces all their returns for that

market. They are the furs ofthe beaver prin-

cipally, and thote of foxes and racoons, with

dcei-fkins, and all the brunches of the peltry.

Thcfe, with what corn and lumber they fend

to

''a
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to the Weft-Indies, to a people not very luxu-

rious, nor extremely numerous, furnifh though

very little money, yet wherewithal in a plen-

tiful country, to render life eafyand agreeable.

The nature of the climate feverely cold

for the moft part, and the people ma-
nufadturing nothing, fhews what the coun-

try wants from Europe ; wine, brandy,

cloths, chiefly coarfe, linen, and wrought
iron. The Indian trade requires brandy, to-

bacco, a fort of dufH! blankets, guns, powder

and ball, kettles, hatchets, and tomahawks,

with feveral toys and trinkets. The Indians

fupply the peltry, and the French have traders,

whom they call coureurs de bois, who, in the

manner of the original inhabitants, traverfing

the vaft lakes and rivers that divide this

country, in canoes of bark, with incredible in-

duflry and patience, carry their goods into the

renioteft parts of America, and pmongft na-

tions entirely unknown to us. This again

brin9:sthe market home to them, as the Indians

are hereby habituated to trade with them.

For this purpofe, people from all parts, even#
from the diftance of a thoufand miles, come
to the French fair of Mont-Real, which is

held in June. On this occafion many folem-

nities are obfcrved ; guards are placed, and
the governor aflifts to preferve order in fuch
a concourfe of fuch a variety of favage nations.

The trade is now in that channel, for though

many

H
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28 An Account of the European

many, if not mod of thefe nations, adlually

pafs by our fettlement of Albany in New-
York, where they may have the goods they

want cheaper confiderably than at Mont-
Real, they travel on above two hundred miles

further, to buy the fame commodities at the fe-

cond hand, and enhanced by the expenceof fo

long a land carriage, atthe French fair. For the

French find it cheaper to buy our goods from
the New-York merchants than to have them
from their own, after fo bad and fo tedious a

palTage as it is from the mouth of the river

St. Laurence to Mont-Real. So much do the

French exceed us in induftry, ceconomy, and

the arts of conciliating the affections of man-
kind; things that even ballance all the difad-

vantages they naturally labour under in this

country. Our fort of Ofwego was well

planned for fecuring the Indian trade, and

adlually brought us a great part of it. But

it is now no longer an interruption to the

French commerce.
Having mentioned Mont-Real, I have only

*to obferve, that this town is fituated in an

illand in the river St. Laurence. This ifland

lies in a very favourable climate, and is well

inhabited and well planted. The city, which
is fometimes called Mont-Real, fometimes

Ville Marie, is agreeably fituated on a branch

of the river St. Laurence; it forms an oblong

fc]uare, divided by regular and well -cut flreets;

i^
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contains three convents; with handfbme

churches, and an hofpftal for the fick. The
fortifications are pretty good. The inhabi-

tants are faid to be about five thoufand. The
river is only navigable hither by canoes, or

fmall craft, having feveral falls between this

town and Quebec. Yet the Indian fair, and

the trade of the fame kind, which they drive

more or lefs for the whole year, make it no
inconfiderable place.

Quebec, the capital, lies much nearer to

the fea; from which, however, it is one

hundred and fifty leagues diftant. The river,

which from the fea hither is ten or twelve

miles broad, narrows all of a fudden to about a

mile wide. The town is divided into an upper

and a lower; the houfesin both are of ftone,

and in a tolerable manner. The fortificati-

ons are flrong, though not regular ; but its fi-

tuation on a rock, wafhed by the river St.

Lawrence, is its chief defence. The city is a

bifhopricj but the cathedral is mean, and un-
worthy the capital of New France. The
cpifcopal palace is however a building of agood
appearance. Here is likewife a college of

Jefuits, not unelegant ; two convents and two
hofpitals. The town is covered with a regular

and beautiful citadel, in which the governor

refides. This city, though the capital of
Canada, is however not very large. It con-
tains about feven or eight thoufand inhabitants

at

;^
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at the utmoft. Ships of the greateft burthen

load and unload here, and a good many
are built.

From Quebec to Mont-Real, which is

about one hundred and fifty miles diftance,

the country on both fides the river is very well

fettl'^d, and has an agreeable effedt upon the

eye. The farms lie pretty clofe all the way;
feveral gentlemen's houfes, neatly bull'-, (hew
themfelves at intervals j and there is all the

appearance of a flourifhing colony ; but there

are no towns or villages. It is pretty much
like the well-fettled parts of our colonies of

Virginia andMaryland, where the planters are

wholly within themfelves.

With all theattention ofthe court ofFrance

to the trade and peopling of this, as well as

their other colonies on the continent, they

have not been yet able thoroughly to over-

come the confequences of thofe difficulties

which the climate, whilfl: the place was un-

fettled, threw in their way ; their lofl!es in the

wars with that brave and fierce nation the Iro-

quois,who more than once reduced their colo-

ny to their laft extremity,and the bad navigation

of the river St. Laurence, which is an evil in-

curable, have kept back the colony. Therefore,

though it is the oldeil of all the French efta-

blifhments, and prior to our fetdement of

New-England, the inhabitants are not above

one hundred thoufand fouls. Some indeed of

kte
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.ite reckon them but at forty thoufand. An
error that is very prejudicial to our affairs,whilft

we overvalued our own ftrength, and under-

rated the force of the enemy, and adled in a

good meafure in conformity to fuch ideas ; but

even this number, as I eftimate it, which

I believe is not far from the reality, might be

no juft caufe of dread to our colonies, if they

managed the ftrength they have, and which is

certainly much fuperior, with Ikill and efFeft.

The French from theirs, though inferior,

have feven or eight thoufand militia, hardy and

well difciplined, always in readinefs to co-

operate with their regular troops ; and there is

nothing which may hinder or retard their

operations fiom within themfelves. It is there-

fore not more the French intrigues and their

intermarriages with the Indians, which fix

that people in the French intereft, thm the

fuccours which they are always fure to have

from fuch a force, ever in readinefs to pro-

ted them whilft they remain their friends, or

to punifh them whenever they dare to appear

as enemies. With us the cafe is quite other-

wife. This favage people commence hoftili-

ties againft us without any previous notice,

and often without any provocation, they com-
mit the moft horrid ravages for a long time

with impunify. But when at laft their barba-

rities have roufed the fleeping ftrength of our

people, at the fame time too that they have

conliderably

i
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confiderably lefTened it, they are not afhamed

to beg a peace ; they know we always grant it

readily ; they promife it (hall endure as long as

the fun and moon ; and then all is quiet, till the

French intrigues, co-operating with our indo-

lence, give them once more an opportunity of

ravaging our colonies, and of once more re-

newing a peace to be broken like all the

former.

The great river St. Laurence is that only

upon which the French have fettlements of

any note ; but if we look forward into futu-

rity, it is nothing improbable that this vaft

country, whoever then (hall be the pofleflbrs

of it, will be enabled of itfelf to carry on a vaft

trade upon thefe great feas of frefh water

which it environs. Here are five lakes, the

fmalleft of which is a piece of fweet water

greater than any in the other parts of the

world } this is the lake Ontario, which is not

lefs than two hundred leagues in circum-

ference ; Erie longer, but not fo broad, is

about the fame extent. That of the Hurons
fpreads greatly in width, and is in circum-

ference not lefs than three hundred ; as is that

of Michigan, though like lake Erie, it is

rather long and comparatively narrow. But
the lake Superior, which contains feveral large

iflands, is five hundred leagues in the circuit.

All of thefe are navigable by any veflels, and
they all communicate with one another, ex-

cept
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cept that the pafTage between Erie and Ontario

is interrupted by the ftupendous cataracft of

Niagara, where the water tumbles down a pre-

cipice of twenty-fix fathom high, and makes

in this fall a thundering noife, which is heard

all round the country at the diftance of feveral

miles. The river St. Laurence is the outlet

of thefe lakes j by this they difcharge them-
felves into the ocean. • The French have built

forts at the feveral ftraits, by which thefe lakes

communicate with each other, as well as where
the laft of them communicates with the river

St. Laurence. By thefe they effedlually fecure

to themfelves the trade of the lakes, and an

influence upon all the nations of Americans

which confine upon them.

They have but one fettlement more in the

Northern part of their territories in America,

which deferves confideration j but that fettle-

ment, though a fmall one, is perhaps of more
confequence than all the reft. It is the ifland

of Cape Breton. This ifland properly be-

longs to the divifion of Acadia or Nova-
Scotia, and it is the only part of it which has

not been ceded by treaty to Great Britain. It

is about one hundred and forty miles in length,

full of mountains and lakes, and interfered by
a vaftnumber of creeks and bays, almoft meet-

ing each other on every fide ; which feems in

general both for the coaft and inland, very

much to refemble the coaft and inland

parts of moft Northern countries. Scot-

VoL. IL D land
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land is fo ; fo is Iceland; and Denmark and

Sv/eden have fuch fhores, fuch mountains,

and fuch lakes. However, the foil is in

many places fufliclently fruitful j and in every

part abounds with timber fit for all ufes. In the

earth are coal-pits ; and on the (liores one of

the moft valuable fifheries in the world. The
only town in this ifland is Louilbourg. It

ftands upon one of the fined harbours in all

America. This harbour is four leagues in

circumference, landlocked every way but iit

the mouth, which is narrow ; and within

there is fine anchorage every where in {tvtw

fathom water. The town itfelf is of a tole-

rable fize, and well built and fortified. The
harbour is defended by batteries of cannon

and forts, which fecure it at this day, perhaps

too efFedually. This harbour i$' open the

whole year. The French fliips^ that carry

goods to Quebec can very feldom get their

full loading there, therefore on their return

they put into Louilbourg, and there take in a

quantity of fifli, coal, and fome lumber, and

then fail away to the French iflands in the

Weft-Indies, where they vend thefe, and foon

complete their cargo with fugars. It is need-

lefs to obferve that this ifland was taken by us

in the late war, but reftored by the treaty of

Aix la Chapelle, in which we certainly were

not in fuch a condition as to intitle us to

prcfcribe the terms.

CHAP.



Settlements in America.

CHAP. V.

Louipana* ^he MiJJifippi, TJje Ohio. The

Jountain of youth* The colony of Louifi*

THE French have called the South part

of the vafl trad: which they claim ia

America, Louifiana. It was heretofore a part

of Florida, It is bounded by the gulph of

Mexico upon the South. But what bounds it

is to have to the Eaft and to the Weil, it is to

be wifhed the next treaty of peace may fettle

definitively. This is in all refpeds a much
finer country than Canada; in a delicious cli-

mate, capable of bearing almofl any thing

from the temper of the iky, and the goodnefs

of the foil, and from the multitude of long,

deep, and beautiful rivers, with which it

is every where enriched and adorned ; thefe

arc moft of them navigable for hundreds of

miles into the country. They are princi-

pally the Miflifippi, whofe head is unknown,
but it almofl goes quite through North Ame-
rica, and at certain feafcns overflows its banks

for a vafl way on both fides. The Ohio, a

river almofl equal to the Danube, which falls

into the Mifllfippij the Ouabache, fcarce in-

ferior tothe Ohio; the great rivers, Alibama,

Mobile, and feveral others. The luce of the

D 2 country
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country is almoft wholly plain, covered with

ftately woods, or fpread into very fine mea-
dows. In fhort, Louifiana, particularly the

Northern part, (for the mouth of the Miffi-

(ippi is barren) without any of thefe height-

enings which it received, when it was made
the inftrument to captivate fo many to their

ruin, is in all refpedls a moil deilrable place,

though there be no fufficient reafons to believe

that it contains any rich metals, which gave it

the greatefl influence in that remarkable de-

hiiion in 171 7.

I know not how it has happened, but it has

been the fate of this country to create romantic

ideas at all times. Very furprifing flories

were told of it when firft the Spaniards dif-

covered the Weft-India illands. Amongft
others, a notion was generally current, that

there was a fountain here which perpetually

renewed the youth of thofe who drank it.

This was fo uniformly and confidently affirm-

ed, that Juan Pontio de Leon, a confiderablc

man among the Spanifti adventurers, gave

credit to it, and made a particular expedition

for the difcovery of that fairy land, and that

fountain of youth. He was the firft of the

Europeans who landed in Florida. But what
fuccefs foever he met with in fearch for that

celebrated fpring, it is certain he died not

long after, having fearched every part of the

country, and drank of almoft every water it

contained.

VI'
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contained. Nor do I find that fo invaluable

a fpring is yet difcovered there j if it were, it

would undoubtedly be the bed commodity
the country could yield, both for domeftic

confumption, and for the foreign markets,

and would be a far better bafis for ftocks and

funds than the richeft mines of gold or filver.

Yet, without this, an idea, altogether as -o-

mantic, of a trade hither, operated fo ftrongly

upon a very wife nation, as to ferve for the

inftrument of one of thofe dangerous mafter-

ftrokes in politics, by which nations are

fometimcs faved, individuals undone, and an

entire change and reverfement brought about,

not only in the common ways of thinking of

mankind, but of all that feemed moft fixed

and permanent in a ftate. The famous Miffi-

fippi fcheme in France was of that nature, and

built upon fuch a romantic foundation. It is

well known to all the world, both on its own
account, and upon account of a fimilar mad-
nefs that prevailed here, without perhaps being

attended with fuch advantageous confequen-"

ces.

The French fettled in Louifiana raife fome
indigo, a good deal of cotton, fome corn and

rice, with lumber for their iflands j but the

colony is not very vigorous, on account of the

fhoals and fands with which the mouth of

the river Miffifippi is in a manner choaked

up, and which deny acceis to vefTels of any

P 3 coiifiderablc
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confidcrabic burthen. This keeps the inha*

bitants low j but the caufe which keeps them
from growing rich contributes too to their fc-

curity -, for it is not eafy to ad: with any great

force upon that fide. But the French have

not relied upon this advantage j but according

to their ulud cautious and wife cuftom, hav^

eroded feveral forts in the niofl material

places, and fortified, as it is faid, New Orleans

their capital, and indeed the only city ia

Louifiana, in a regular manner, This ctty

is not remarkably fair, large, or richj but

it is laid out regularly, in a fine fituation oa
the banks of the MifTifippi, in profpecft of an

higher fortune. The whole colony is faid no^

to contain above ten thoufand fouls, whites and

negroes, Yet with all its difadvantages, this

jGolony is not declining; and if ever they (hould

make the mouth of the MifTifippi more trad-

able; (and what is impofTible to arnbition and
induflry?) if they fhould come to fully poflfft

and fettle the Ohio, which at one feafon over-

flows, and makes fuch flood as to level all the

falls almoft: from its very fource to the mouth
of the Miflifippi, and gives a paiTage all that

way to very confiderable veflTels, (though they

have not quite the fame eafy return); and if

by this ana other means they (hould contrive

a communication between Canada and the

fcttlement at Louifiana, whilft they entirely

confine us between our mountains and the fea,

Louifiana

' I
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Louifiana in a few years will wear quite ano-

ther face. It will fupply their Weft- Indies

with boards, flaves, horfcs, mules, and provi-

fions. It will lend tobacco into France j and

increadng the conveniencies of its mother

country, and fifter colonies, it will increafe its

own traffic, its inhabitants, and its power.

But the French not trufling to this remote

profpe(3-, have tdablifhed themfelves at the

mouth of the Mobile; a river which falls

inio the gulph of Mexico. And many are

of opinion that this is a more advantageous

fituation, not only for the maritime but for

the inland commerce, and the communica-
tion of their colonies, than the MiHifippi.

It certainly approaches much nearer to our

fettlements, and whilft it ferves the French
better, is much better calculated to annoy
our Southern colonies. We have feen how
ths French Weft-Indies in lefs than forty

years, f^^om a condition which could excite

no other fentiments than thofe of com-
paffion, are rifen to fuch a pitch as to be

an objedl of great and jufl terror to her

neighbours ; and we now feel too, that the

French fettlements in North America, even

fuch as they are, are not an undermatch for

the whole force of ours, in the manner at

lead in which that force is exerted.

i\u
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C PI A P. VI.

7he French policy "4)1th regard to their colojiies..

THAT we may not fit down in afenfc-

lefs admiration of this progrefs of the

French colonies, as if it were the work of

fortune, it will not be amifs to op?n fome-

thing of the wife plan of condudt which
France has purfued with regard tp this inte-

refting objecH:. They are fenliblc, as the mother

country is to receive ultimately all th^ benefits

of their labours and acquifitions, fo that all the

profperity of their plantations muft be derived

from the attention with which they are re-

garded at home. For which reafon the plan-

tations are particularly under the care and in-

fpedtion of the council of commerce ; a board

very judicioufly conflituted to anfwer the

purpofes for which it is defigned. To give

it a proper refpedl and authority, it is compof-

ed of twelve of the moft confiderable officers

of the crown; and then to enable it to judge

perfccf^ly of the matters which come before it,

thefe twelve are aflifted by the deputies of all

the confiderable trading towns and cities in

France, who are chofen outof the richeftand

moft intelligent of their traders, and paid an

Jiandfome falary for their attendance at Paris,

from
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from the funds of their refpcdlive cities. This

council fits once a week. The deputies pro-

pofe plans for redrefling every grievance in

trade j for raifing the branches that are fallen

;

for extending new ones ; for fupporting the

old J
and in fine, for every thing that may

improve the working, or promote the vent of

their manufactures, according to their own
lights, or to the inftrudlions of their confti-

tuents. They have a watchful eye upon every

article of commerce; and they not only pro-

pofe helps and improvements to it themfelves,

but they hear the propofals of others, which
are not difdainfully rejeded, nor rafhly re-

ceived. They do not render the accefs to

them difficult, by fwelling themfelves into a

ftifF and unwieldly ftate. They do not dif-

courage thofe who apply, by admitting the

vexatious practice of fees, perquifites, and ex-

adions, in their inferior officers. They do not

fuffcrform and methods to load and encumber
that bufinefs, they were folely intended to ad-

vance. They fummon and examine thofe

who are fuppofed the mod competent judges

of the matter before them, and of every part

of it, even the loweft artizans : but though
they examine thofe men, they are inftrudled

by their experience, not determined by their

opinion. When they are fatisfied of the ufe-

fulnefs of any regulation, they propofe it to

the royal council, where their report is al-

ways

i
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ways received with particular attention. An
edi^ft to enforce it iilues accordingly j and it is

executed with a puncfluality which diftin-

guifhes their government, and which alone

can make the wifeft regulations any thing

better than ferious mockeries. To the care

of this excellent body the plantations are par-

ticularly entrufted.

The government of the feveral divifions of

their colonies is in a governor, an intcndaht,

and a royal council. The governor is in-

veiled with a great deal of power ; which
however, on the fide of the crown, is checked

by the intendant, who has the care of the

king's rights, and whatever relates to the re-

venue ; and on the fide of the people, it is

checked by the royal council, whofe office it

is, to fee that the people are not opprefled by

the one, nor defrauded by the other; and they

are all checked by the conftantand jealous eye

which the government at home keeps over

them. For the officers at all the ports of France

are charged under the fevered penalties, to in-

terrogate all captains of fliips coming from the

colonies concerning the reception they met at

the ports they were bound to; how juftice

was adminiftcred to them ? what charges

they were made liable to, and of what kinds?

The pallcngcrs, and even the failors are exa-

mined upon thefe heads, and a verbal procefs

of the whole is formed and tranfmitted with

all
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all rpeed to the admiralty. Complaints are

encouraged J but a difference is made between

hearing an accufation and condemning upon,

it.

That the colonies may have as little load

as poflible, and that the governor may have

lefs temptation to flir up troublelbme in-

trigues, or favour faflions in his government,

his falary is paid by the crown. His pcr-

quifites are none; ancThe is flridlly forbidden

to carry on any trade, or to have any planta-

tions in the illands, or on the continent, or

any intereft whatever in goods or lands

within his government, except the houfe he
lives in, and a garden for his convenience

and recreation. All the other officers are

paid by the crown, and out of the revenues

of Old France; the fortifications are built and
repaired, and the foldiers are paid out of the

fame funds.

In general the colonies pay no taxes ; but

when upon an extraordinary emergency taxes

have been raifed, they were very moderate.

And, that even the taxes might operate for the

advancement of the colony, they who began
new plantations, were exempted from them.

The duties upon the export of their produce

at the iflands, or at its import into France, is

next to nothing; in both places hardly mak-
ing two per cent. What commodities go
to them, pay no duties at all.

Befides

' m
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Befides thefe advantages, a confidcrable be-

nefit accrues to fuch of the colonies as arepoor,

as Canada, by the money which comes from
France to fupport the eflablifhmeet. This

brings into Canada about 120,000 crowns a

year, which finds them circulating cafh 5 pre-

ferves them from the dangerous expedient of

a paper currency j enables them to keep up
their intercourfe with fome credit, with

their mother country ; and at the fame time is

in fadt no lofs at all to it, fince the money re-

turns home almoft as foon as it can poflibly

be tranfported back again.

In all their iflands, judges of the admiralty

are appointed to decide in a fummary manner
all difputes between merchants, and whatfb-

ever elfe has any relation to trade. Thefe
judges are ftridlly examined before they are

appointed, particularly as to their fkill in

the marine laws, which have been improv-

ed and digefted in France with fo much care

and good fenfe, that all law fuits are quicks

ly over ; though in other refpec^ts the pradicc

of law admits of as much chicanery,, and has

as many, if not more delays, than with us.

After having taken fuch precautions to fe-

cure the good government of the colony with-

in itfelf, and to make its communication

with the mother country eafy and beneficial

to both fides, all would be to very little pur-

pofe, if they had not provided with equal

care
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care to have the country replenifhed with

people. To anfwer this end, they oblige

every (hip which departs from France for

America, to carry a certain number of indent-

ed fervants. All veflels of fixty tuns or un*

derare to carry three; from fixty to a hun-
dred, four; and from a hundred upwards, fix

fervants ; found ftrong bodies, between the

ages of eighteen ar d forty. Before their de-

parture, the fervants are examined by the offi-

cers of the admiralty, to fee whether they are

the perfons required by law ; an examina-

tion to the fame purpofe is made by the com-
miffary on their landing in America. They
are to ferve three years. The avarice of the

planters makes them always prefer negroe

ilaves, becaufe they are more obedient than

the Europeans ; may be more worked, are

fubfifted with lefs difficulty, and are bcfides

the entire property of their mafter. This dif-

pofition, in time, would render the fafety of

the colony extremely precarious, whilft it

made the colony itfelf of lefs value to the mo-
ther country. Therefore the planters are by
law obliged to keep a certain number of white

fervants in proportion to their blacks ; and
the execution of this law is inforced by the

commiflary, who adjufts the price, and forces

the planters to take the number of fervants

required by the ordinance, who would other-

wife be a burthen upon the hands of the maf-
ters of (hips who brought them over,

'Rbey
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They confider the planter, as a Frenchman
|

venturing his life, enduring a fpecies of ba-

nishment, and undergoing great hardships fori

the benefit of his country. For which reafons,|

he has great indulgence (hewn him. When-
ever by hurricanes, earthquakes, or badfeafonsJ

the planters fufFer, a flop is put to the rigour

of exacting creditors; the few taxes which

are levied, are remitted ; and even money is

advanced to repair their lofTes and fetthem

forward. To thofe who are poor, but {hew

a difpolition to induflry, neceflaries and fmall

fums are lent, to make a beginning; and

this money is taken in gradually, and by very

fmall payments. On the other hand, as it

can be of no advantage to tb :^ planter to run!

fraudulently into debt, but that it is of the I

greateft prejudice to the French merchant,

all debts, though contracted by the planters

in France, are levied with great eafe. The
procefs, properly authenticated, is tranfmit-

ted to America, and admitted as proved there,

and levied on the planter's eflate, of whatfo-

cver kind it may be. However, care is taken,

that whilft compulfory methods are ufed]

to make the planter do juftice, the ftate fhall

not lofe the induflry of an ufeful member of|

the community ; the debt is always levied ac-

cording to the fubflance of the debtor, and by

inflallments; fothat (what ought indeed to be

the cafe in every well-regulated government)

one of the parties is not facrificed to the other.

Both

^ \
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Both fubfift ; the creditor is fatisfied ; the

debtor is not ruined ; and the credit of the

colonies is kept in health and vigour at home,
by the fure methods which are in ufe for re-

covering all demands in the plantations.

As to the negroes, they are not left as

they are with us, wholly, body and foul to the

difcretion of the planter. Their mafters are

obliged to have them inftrudled in the princi-

ples of religion. There are methods taken

at once to prote<5t the flaves from the cruelty

of their owners, and to preferve the colony

from the ill effe(fts, that might arife from treat-

ing them with a lenity not confident with

their condition. In fhort, the Code Noir,

and other ordinances relative to thefe poor

creatures, (hew a very juft and fenfible mix-
ture of humanity and fteadinefs. There is

however one error, their planters commit in

common with ours; which is, that they over-

work thefe unhappy men in a manner not

fuitable to the nature of the climate, or to their

conditutions.

I have dwelt the longer upon the French
policy as it regards their colonies, becaufe it is

juft to give due honour to all thofe, who ad-

vance the intercourfe of mankind, the peo-

pling of the earth, and the advantage of their

country by wife and effedtual regulations. But

I principally infift upon it, that it may, if pol-

fible.

;y
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liblc, fcrve for an example to ourfelves ; that

it may excite an emulation in us \ that it may
help to roufe us out of that languor into which
we feem to be fallen. The war we now car-

ry on, principally regards our colonies, and is

a fufficient proof that we are come at laft to

know their value. But if we are not 10 hope
for better fuccefs than has hitherto attended a

very juft caufe, the next peace will probably

contradt the field we hoped to lay open to our

induftry in America. But we ought there-

fore to cultivate what ftill remains of it, with

tenfold induftry j we ought to guard with

the moft unremitting vigilance that enclofed

fpring, that fealed fountain, the waters of

>¥hicn we referve to ourfelves, and direct into

fuch channels, and make to purfije fuch wind-

ings and turnings as beft ferve our purpofes.

We have, I believe, pretty well difcovered

moft of our errors, and the advantage our

enemy and rival has taken, not only of our fu-

pinencfs, but of a contrary genius in his own
councils. We ought to roufe ourfelves from

the former, and prepare to imitate the latter.

Our bufinefs is to fight againft Alexander,

not to rail at him. And truly, I do not know
any thing, that for this long time paft has

contributed more to degrade our character

for humanity in the eyes of foreigners, or to

inftil into ourfelves a low and illiberal way of

thinking
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thinking, than that vein of licentious fcurrility

and abufe, by which, in all forts of writings,

we are apt to vilify and traduce the French na-

tion. There is nothing, which hinders peo-

ple from a6ting properly, more than indulg-

ing themfelves in a vain and effeminate licence

of tongue. A man who loves his country,

and can at once oppofe, and eftecm an ene-

my, would view our prefcnt circumftances

in a light, I conceive, fomewhat like the fol-

lowing. We have been engaged for above a

century with France in a noble contention for

the fuperiority in arms, in politics, in learn-

ing, and in commerce; and there never was
a time, perhaps, when this ftruggle was more
critical. Jf we fucceed in the war, even our

fuccefs, unlefs managed with prudence, will

be like fome former fucceffes, of little be-

nefit to US; if we fhould fail, which God
forbid, even then, prudence may make our

misfortunes of more ufe to us, than an

ill-managed fuccefs ; if they teach us to

avoid our former errors ; if they make us

lefs carelefs; if they make us cultivate the

advantages we have with care and judgment:

this, and not our opinion of the enemy,

muft decide the long contefl between us.

m
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CHAP. VII.

The Dutch fettlements, Curajjou. The city,

its trade. The Spanijh counterbajid, Eu-
Jiatia. The Danijij company. The Danifh

ijland of Santa Cruz. The charaBers of
the federal European iiatiojts as they regard

America.

tr

I I

I i

AFTER the Portuguefe had difpoffelTed

the Dutch of Brazil in the manner we
have feen; and after the treaty of Nimeguen
had entirely removed them out of North
America, they v^ere obliged to confole them-
felves with their rich polTeflions in the Eaft-

Indies, and to fit down content in the Weft
with Surinam j a country on the North-Eaft

part of South America, of no great value

whilft we had it, andwhich we ceded to them
in exchange for New-York; and with two
or three fmall and barren iflands in theNorth-

fea not far from the Spanish main. The
former of thefe, they are far from neglec^iling;

they raife fome fugar in Surinam; a great deal

of cotton ; coffee of an excellent kind, and

fome valuable dying drugs. They trade

with our North American colonies, who
bring hither horfes, live cattle and provifi-

ons, and take home a large quantity of

•nolaflcs; but their negroes are only the

refufe
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rcfufe of thole they have for the Spanifh

market; and the Indians in their neighbour-

hood are their mortal enemies. On the

fame continent they have three other fettle-

ments at no confiderable dift. nee from each

other, Boron, Berbice, and Approvvack;

none veiy great, but producing the fame
commodities with Surinam.

The iflands which they pofTefs are four,

Curaffou, St. Euftatia, Aruba ai.d Bonaire;

none of them large or fertile, but turned to

the beft advantage poffible by that fpirit of

indullry for which tlie Dutch are jufily fa-

mous. Curacco or Curaftbu, as it is cene-

rally called, is about thirty miles long, and

ten in breadth. Though it is naturally barren

it produces a confidcrable quantity both of

fugar and tobacco, and here are befides very

great fait works, which furnifvi a good deal

to the Englifli iflands, and for which there

is a coniiderable demand from our colonies

on the continent; but the trade for which
this ifland is chiefly valuable, is that which
in time of war is carried en between them,

the Englifli, and the French; and the coun-

terband which is carried on between them
and the Spaniards at all times.

The Dutch vellcls from Europe touch

at this ifland for intelligence or proper pilots,

and then proceed to the Spanifh coaffc upon

a trade which they force with a Itrong hand.

E 2 it
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It is very difficult for the Spanifh guarda

coftas to take thefe vefTelsj for they are not

only ftout fhips with a number of guns; but

by a very wife policy manned with a large

crew of chofen feamen, who are all deeply in-

terefted in the lafety of the vcflel and the

fuccefs of the voyage Th?y have each a

fhare in the cargo c f a va) ae proportioned

to the owner's ftation, ("up^jlied by the mer-

chants upon credit, and at prime coft. This

animates them with an uncommon cou-

rage; they fight bravely, becaufe every man
fights in defence of his own property. But

there is bcfides this, a conftant intercourfe

between the Spanifh continent and this ifland.

The ifland of CurafTou has its numerous
warehoufes always full of the commodities

of Europe, and the Eaft-Indies. Here ar;;

all foits of woollen and linen cloths, laces,

filks, ribbands, utenfils of iron, naval and

military llores, brandy, the fpices of the Mo-
luccas, and the callicoes of India, white and

painted. Hither the Wefl-lndia, which is

likewife their African company, bring three

or four cargoes of flaves annually. To this

mart, the Spaniards come themfclves in fmall

veflels, and carry off not only the bed of

their negroes, and at the beft price, bu.

very great quantities of all forts of goods

1 have mentioned; with this advantage to

the feller, that the refufe of warehoufes

and
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and mercers (hops, things grown utterly

unfafhionable and unfaleable in Europe, go

off extremely well, where every "thing is

fufficiently recommended by being European.

They leave here their gold and filver in bars

or coined, cacao, vanilla, cochineal, jefuit's

bark, hides, and other valuable commodities.

The (hips that trade diredlly from Holland

to the Spanifli continent, as they touch here

on their outward palTage to gain intelligence

or affiftance, on their return put in here

likewife to complect what is wanting of their

cargo, with the fugar, the tobacco, the ginger,

and other produce of the ifland itfelf. The
trade of this ifland, even in times of peace,

is reputed to be worth to the Dutch, no
lefs th^n 500,0001. fieri, annually, but in

time of war tl^e profit is far greater, for

then it is in a manner the common empori-

um of the Weft-Indies ; it affords a great

retreat to the (hips of all nations, and at the

fame time refufes to none of them arms
and ammunition to annoy one another.

The intercourfe with Spain being interrupt-

ed, the Spanifh colonies have fcarce any

other market, from whence they can be

well fupplied either with flaves or goods;

the French come hither to buy the beef, pork,

corn, flour and lumber, which the Engli(h

bring from the continent of North America,

or which is tranfported from Ireland; fo

E 3 that
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that whether in peace, or in war, the trade

of this illand flourifhes extremely. Nor is

this owing to any natural advantage whatfo-

ever. It Items as if it were fated, that the

ingenuity and patience of the Hollanders

fliould every where, both in Europe and
America, be employed in fighting againft an

unfriendly nature: for the iiland is not only

barren, and dependent upon the "rains for

its v/ater, but the harbour is naturally one of

the word in Americaj but the Dutch have

entirely remedied that defcift^ they have

upon this harbour one of the largcft, and

by far the mod elegant and cleanly towns in

the American iflands. The public buildings

are numerous and handfome; the private

houfes ccm.modious; and the magazines

large, convenient, and well filled. All kind

of labour is here performed by engines > fome

of them fo dextcroufly contrived, that (hips

are at once lifted into the dock, where they

are compleatly careened -, and then furnilhed

with naval flores, provifions, cannon, and

every thing rcviuifitc either for trade or war.

Euftatia is but one mountain of about

twenty miles in compafs; it is amongft the

Leeward iflands ; but though fo fmall and

inconveniently laid out by nature, the in-

duflry of the Dutch have made it turn out

to very good account, and it is fully peopled;

the lidcb of the mountain are divided and

laid
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laid out in very pretty fettlements; and

though they have neither fprings nor rivers,

they are fo careful that they never want
proper fupplies of water from their ponds

and cifterns. They raife here fugar and

tobacco; and this ifland, as well as Curaflbu,

is engaged in the Spanidi counterband trade,

for which, however, it is not fo well fitua-

tedj and it draws the fame advantages from
its conftant neutrality.

As for Aruba and Bonaire ; they lie near

Curaflbu, and have no trade of confe-

quence; they are chiefly employed in rai-

ling frefh provifions for the principal ifland",

and for the refreshment of fuch fliips as

ufe thefe feas.

The trade of all the Dutch American
fettlements was originally carried on by the

Weft-In^ia company only. At prefent fuch

fhips as go upon that trade pay two and a

half per cent, for their licences; the com-
pany however referves to itfelf, the whole
of what is carried on between Africa and

the American iflands.

The Danes had likewife a Wefl:-India

company, though its objed was far from
extenflve. It was little more than the ifland

of St. Thomas, an inconflderable member
of the Caribbees; lately they have added to

their pofleflions the ifland of Santa Cruz in

the fame clufl:cr. Thefe iflands, fo long as

E 4 they
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they remained in the hands of the com-
pany, were ill managed, and nothing hke the

proper advantage was made of themj but

the prelent king of Denmark, inferior to

pone who ever fat upon that or any other

throne, in love to his fubjedts, and a judici-

ous zeal for promoting their welfare, has

bought up that company's flock, and laid

the trade open. Since then, the old fettle-

ment at St. Thomas is very much improved;

it produces upwards of three thoufand hog-

flieads of fugar at a thoufand weight each,

and others of the Weft-Indian commodi-
ties in tolerable plenty ; and as for Santa

Cruz, from a perfect dcfart a few years

fmce, it is beginning to fettle faftj feveral

perfons from the Engliih iflands, and amongft

them feme of great wealth, have gone to

fettle there, and have received very great en-

couragement to do fo. The air of the

place is extremely unhcalthful, but this ill

difpofition will probably continue no longer

than the woods, with which the ifland at

prefcnt is almoft wholly covered. Thefe two
nations, the Dutch and Danes, hardly deferve

to be mentioned amongft the proprietors of

America; their poflcffions there are com-
paraiivcly nothing. But as they appear

e.xtrcmely worthy of the attention of ihefe

Vcwers, and as the ftiare of the Dutch is

\yorth to them at leaft fix hundred thoufand

pounds
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pounds fterling a year, what mull: vvc think

yf our pofTeflions? what attention do they

not deferve from us? and what may not be

made of them by that attention ?

There fecms to be a remarkable provi-

dence in the cafting the parts, if I may ufe

that exprelfion, of the leveral European
nations who adt upon the ftage of America.

The Spaniard, proud, lazy and magnificent,

has an ample walk in which to expatiate; a

foft climate to indulge his love of cafe; and a

profufion of gold and filver to procure him
all thofe luxuries his pride demands, but

which his lazinefs would refufe him.

The Portuguefe, naturally indigent at

home, and enterprizing rather th:in induftri-

ous abroad, has gold and diamonds as the

Spaniard has, wants them as he does, but pof-

fefies them in a more ufeful, thou!:»;h a lefs

oftentatious manner.

The Englifli, of a rcafoning difpofition,

thoughtful and cool, and men of bullnefs

rather than of great induflry, impatient of
much fruitlefs labour, abhorrent of confliaint,

and lovers of a country life, have a lot which
inUeed produces neither gold norfilver; but

they have a large tra(ft of a fine continent; a

noble field for the excrcifc of agriculture,

and fufficient to furnidi their trade without
laying them under great dillicultics. Intole-

rant as they arc of the mofl ulcful rcflraints,

their

'^'m
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their commerce flourilhes from the freedom

every man has of purfuing it according to

his own ideas, and diiedting his life after

his own falhion.

The French, adlive, lively, enterprizing,

pliable and politic, and though changing

their purfuits, always purfuing the prefent

objedl with eagernefs, are notwith(landing

trad:able and obedient to rules and laws

which bridle thefe difpofitions, and wind
and turn them to proper courfes. This

people have a country, where more is to be

efFe<ftcd by managing the people than by
cultivating the ground; where a pedling

commerce, that requires conftant motion,

flouri(hes more than agriculture or a regular

traffic; where they have difficulties which
keep them alert by llruggling with them,

and where their obedience to a wife govern-

ment ferves them for perfonal wifdom. In

the iflands the whole is the work of their

policy, and a right turn their government

has taken.

The Dutch have got a rock or two on
which to difplay the miracles of frugality

and diligence, (which are their virtues,)

and on which they have exerted tliefe virtues,

and llicwn thole miratlcs.

PART
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PART VI.

I'he Englijh Settlements.

CHAP. I.

T^be dhifion of the EngliJJj Weji-Indies, D^-
fcription of Jamaica. Conqiteji of that ijland,

THE Englifh colonies are the faireft

objeds of our attention in America,

not only as they comprehend a vaft and de-

lightful variety of climates, fituations, na-

tural produ(fls, and improvements of artj

but as they contain, though the dominions

of one potentate, and their inhabitants

formed out of the people of one nation, an
almoft equal variety of manners, religions

and ways of living. They have a moft

flouriftiing trade with their mother country,

and they communicate widely with many
foreign nations; for befides the conftant

and
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and ufeful intercourfe they hold with Africa;

their fhips are feen in the ports of Spain,

Portugal, Italy, and even in the Levant;

nor are they excluded the American fettle-

ments of France, Spain, Portugal and

Holland. This, with their conftant corre-

fpondence with each other, and with their

mother country, hurries about a lively cir-

culation of trade, of which Great Britain is

the heart and fpring, from whence it takes

its rife, and to which it all returns in the

end.

In fome of the European fettlements we
have feen the efFed:s of a vaft ambition fup-

ported by furprizing feats of a romantic

courage mixed with an infatiable thirft of

gold. In others, the regular produdt of a

fyflematic policy tempering and guiding an

adive induftry; but in our own colonies we
are to difplay the effe(n"S of liberty; the work
of a people guided by their own genius,

and following the diredlons of their own
natural temper in a proper path.

I intend to confider the Englifli colonies

under two principal diviiions ; the firft I

allot to thofe iflands which lie under the

torrid zone between the tropic of Cancer

and the Equinodial line, in that part gene-

rally called the Wefl-Indies. The fecond

is to comprehend our pofleffions in the tem-

perate zone on the continent of North iime-

rica.

\\
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rica. The Weft-India iflands fhall be con-

fidered, as they arc amongft the Greater

Antilles; the Windward; or the Leeward
iflands. Amongft the firft we poflefs the

large and roble ifland of Jamaica; amongft

the fecond we have Barbadoes ; and in the

third St. Chriftopher's, Antegua, Nevis,

Montferrat, and Barbuda. As all thefe

iflands lie between the tropics, whatever is to

be faid of the air, winds, meteors, and na-

tural produce, {ball fall under one head, as

they are the fame or nearly the fame in all

of them; their produce for the market is

nearly the fame too; and therefore what-

ever is to be faid of the manufadluring of

thofe, fhall come together, after we have

given a concife defcription of the ftate of

each ifland feparately.

Jamaica lies between the 75th and 79th

degrees of Weft longitude from London,

and is between feventeen and nineteen de-

grees diftant from the Equinocflial. It is in

length, from Eaft to Weft, a hundred and

forty Englifli miles; in breadth about fixty;

and of an oval forrri. This country is in a

manner interfedled with a ridge of lofty

mountains, rugged and rocky, that are called

the blue mountains. On each fide of

the blue mountains are chains of lefter

mountains gradually lower. The greater

mountains are little better than (o many
rocki

;
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rocks; where there is iny •. rthJt is only a

ftubborn clay fit for ••-• Tort of h'Wbjdry.

The mountains are very )>€(">, :.n'; :hc rocks

tumbled upon one another in o frintin-^r .il-

together ftupendous, the efted (.* . r -^uujint

earthquakes which have iLak^ t^'^j iiiand

in all times. Yet barren as thcT':: mom, tains

are, they are all covered to the very top with

a great variety of beautiful trees, flouriiliing

in a perpetual fpring; their roots penetrate

the crannies of the rocks, and fearch out the

moifture which is lodged there by the rains

that fall fo frequently on thefe mountains,

and the mifts that almoft perpetually brood

upon them. Thefe rocks too are the parents

of a vaft number of fine rivulets, which
tumble down their fides in cataradls, that

form amongft the rudenefs of the rocks and

precipices, and the fiiining verdure of the

trees, the moft wildly pleafing imagery ima-

ginable. The face of this country is a good

deal different from what is generally obfer-

ved in other places. For as on one hand
the mountains are very fleepj fo the plains

between them are perfed:ly fmooth and level.

In thefe pbins, the foil augmented by the

wafh of the mountains for fo many ages, is

prodigioufly fertile. None of our iflands

produce {<> fine fugars. They formerly had

here cacao in great perfection, which delights

in a rich g.ound. Their paftures after the

rains.
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rains, arc of a moft beautiful verdure, and
extraordinary fatncfs. They are called Sa-

vannas. On the whole, if this ifland were
not troubled with great thunders and light-

nings, hurricanes, and earthquakes-, and if

the air was not at once violently hot, damp,
and extremely unwholfome in moft parts,

the fertility and beauty of this country

would make it as defirable a fituation for

pleafure, as it is for the profits, which in

ipite of thefe difadvantages draw hither fuch

a number of people.

The river waters are many of them un-
wholfome, and tafte of copper j but fome
fprings there are of a better kind. In the

plains are found feveral fait fountains; and in

the mountains, not far from Spanifli-town,

is a hot bath, of extraordinary medicinal

virtues. It relieves in the dry belly-ach,

one of the moft terrible endemial diftem-

pers of Jamaica, and in various other

complaints.

This ifland came into our pofTeflion

during the ufurpation of Cromwell, and by
means of an armament which had another

deftination. Cromwell, notwithftanding the

great abihties which enabled him to over-

turn the conftitution, and to trample upon
the liberties of his country, was not fuffici-

ently acquainted with foreign politics. This

ignorance made him conned himfelf clofely

with

I
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with France, then rifing into a dangerous

grandeur, and to fight with great animofity,

tlie fliauow which remained of the Spanifli

power. On fuch ideas he fitted out a for-

r-iidable fieet, with a view to reduce the

ifland of Hifpaniola; and though he failed

in this defign, Jamaica made amends not

only for this failure, but almoft for the ill

policy which firft drew him into hoftilitics

with the Spaniards; by which, however, he

added this excellent country to the Britifli

dominions.

There was nothing of the genius of

Cromwell to be feen in the planning of this

expedition. From the firft to the laftall was

wrong; all was a chain of litde interefted

mifmanagement, and had no air of the refult

of abfolute power lodged in great hands.

The fleet was ill victualled; the troops ill

provided with necefiaries to fupport and en-

courage men badly chofen and worfe armed.

They embarked in great difcontent. The
generals were but little better fatisfied, and

had little more hopes tlian the foldiers. But

the generals, (for there were two in the

command, Pen and Venables, one for the

marine, the other fur the land fervice,) were

men of no extraordinary talents. And if

they had been men of the beft capacity, little

was to be expeded from two commanders
not fubordinate, and fo differing in their

ideas.

i I
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ideas, aiid fb envious of e^ch other as land

and fea-officcrs generally are. But to make
this jjrrangement perfed: in all refpedts,

and to improve the advantages arifing from^'

a divided command, they added a number
of commiffioners as a check upon both.

This tripartite generalfliip, in the trueft

Dutch tafte, produced the efFeifts that might

be expeifted from it. The foldiers differ-

ed with the generals, the generals difagreed

with one another, and all quarrelled with

the commiiTioners. The place of their

landing in Hifpaniola was ill chofen, and

the manner of it wretchedly contrived.

The army had near forty miles to march
before it could adj and the foldiers, with-

out order, without heart, fainting and

dying by the excetTive heat of the climate

and the want of neceffary provifions, and

disheartened yet more by the cowardice

and difcontent of their officers, yielded an

eafy viftory to an handful of Spaniards.

They retired ignominioufly and with great

lofs.

But the principal commanders, a little

reconciled by their misfortunes, and fearing

to returh to England without effe(ft, very

wifely turned their thoughts another way.

They refolved to attempt Jamaica, before

the inhabitants of that ifland could receive

encouragement by the news of their defeat

V^oL. II. r in
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in Hirpaniola. They knew that this ifland

was in no good pofture of defence j and

they fet themfelves vigoroufly to avoid the

.miftakcs, which proved fo fatal in the for-

mer expedition. They feverely punifhed

the officers who had (hewn an ill example

by their cowardice; and they ordered with

refpedl to the foldiers, that if any attempted

to run away, the man nearefl to him (hould

ihoot him.

Fortified with thefe regulations they

landed in Jamaica, and laid fiege to St. Jago
de la Vega, now called Spaniflv-town, the

capital of the ifland. The people, who
were in no condition to oppofe an army of

ten thousand men, and a ftrong naval force,

would have furrendcred immediately, if

they had not been encouraged by the ftrange

delays of our generals and th'*!' commifli-

oners. However at laft the town with the

whole ifland furrendcred, but not until the

inhabitants had fccreted their moft valua-

ble effedls in the mountains.

CHAP.
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C H A P. II.

The fettlement of Jamaica. 7he failure of
cacao » The buccaneers. Thefouriflnng ftate

ofthat ifland. Its decline infome refpeBs.

AFTER the reftoration, the Spaniards

ceded the ifland to our court. Crom-
well had fettled there fome of the troops

employed in its redu(ftion j fome royalifts

uneafy at home fought an afylum in this

ifland i not a few planters from Barbadoes

were invited to Jamaica by the extraordi-

nary fertility of the foil, and the other ad-

vantages which it offered. Thefe latter

taught the former fetders the manner of

raifing the fugar cane, and making fugar.

For at firfl they had wholly applied them-
felves to the raifing of cacao, as the Spani-

ards had done before them. It was happy

for them that they fell into this new prac*

tice; for the cacao groves planted by the

Spaniards began to fail, and the new plan-

tations did not anfwer, as the negroes

foretold they would not, becaufe of the

want of certain religious ceremonies always

ufed uy the Spaniards in planting them, at.

which none of the flaves were fuffered to

be prefent, and to the ufe of which they

attributed the profpcrity of thcfe planta-

F 2 tions.
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68 j^n Account of the European
iions. Proba'oly there were methods taken

at that time, that were covered by the veil

of thefe religious ceremonies, which are

neceflary to the well-being of that plant.

However that be, the cacao has never fince

equalled the reputation of the Spanifti, but

gave way to the more profitable cultivation

of Indigo and fugar.

But what gave the greateft life to this

new fettlement, and raifed it at once to a

furprizing pitch of opulence, which it hardly

equals even in our days, was the reforr

thither of thofe pirates called the buccaneers.

Thefe men who fought with the moft def-

perate bravery, and fpent their plunder

with the moft ftupid extravagance, were

very welcome guefts in Jamaica. They
often brought twc, three, and four hundred

thoufand pieces Ox' eight at a time, which
were immediately fquandered in all the

ways of excefiive gaming, wine and women.
Vaft fortunes were made, and the returns

oftreafureto England were prodigioufly great.

In the ifland they had by this means raifed

fuch funds, that when the fource of this

wealth was flopped up by the fuppreflion

of the pirates, they were enabled to turn

their induftry into better channels. They
increafed fo flift, that it was computed that

in the beginning of this century, they had

fixty thouiund whites and a hundred and

twenty



taken

he veil

ch are

plant.

:r fince

fti, but

tivation

to this

:e to a

hardly

: relbrt

:aneers.

oft def-

plunder

, were

1

Thev
undred

which
all the

voinen.

returns

y great.

s raifed

of this

^)^efllon

to turn

They
ed that

cy had

id and

twenty

Settlements in America. 69
twenty thoufand negroes in this iflaiid.

This calculation is certainly too large. How-
ever, the Jamaicans were undoubtedly very

numerous until reduced by earthquakes,

(one of which entirely ruined Port-Royal,

and killed a vaft number of perfons in all

parts of the country) and by terrible epidemi-

cal difeafes, which treading on the heels

of the former calamities fwept away vaft

multitudes. Loffes which have not. been

fince futficiently repaired. At prefent the

white inhabitants fcarcely exceed twenty

five thoufand fouls; the blacks are about

ninety thoufand j both much lefs numerous
than formerly, and with a difproportion

much greater on the fide of the whites.

It . appears at prefent, that Jamaica is

rather upon the decline j a point this that

deferves the moft attentive coniideration. A
country which contains at leaft four millions

of Lcres, has a fertile foil, an extcnfive fea

coaft, and many very fine harbours, . for

an ifland fo circumflanced, and at a time

when the value of all its products at market
is confiderably rifen, for fuch a country to

fall fhort of its former numbers, and not to

have above three or four hundred thoufand

acres employed in any fort of culture, fliews

clearly that fomething muft be very wrong
in the management of its arfairs; and what
lliews it even yet more clearly, land is fo

F 3
extravagantly
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extravagantly dear in many of the other

iflands, as to fell fometimes for one hundred

pounds an acre and upwards; a price that

undoubtedly never would be paid, if con-

venient land was to be had, and proper en-

couragement given in Jamaica. Whether
this be owing to public or private faults,

I know not; but certain it is, that wherever

they are, they deferve a fpeedy and efFedlual

remedy from thofe, in whofe power it is to

apply it.

CHAP. III.

t .

'The produBs of 'Jamaica, Piemento. Sugar,

Rum, Molajfes, Cotton, Ginger, The

logwood trade. Difputes about it. The

countermand. Slave trade.

i|
i

THE natural produds of Jamaica, be*

fides fugar, cacao, and ginger, are

principally piemento, or, as it is called, allfpice,

or Jamaica pepper. The tree which bears

the piemento lifes to the height of above

thirty feet. It is ftraight, of a moderate

thickncfs, and covered with a grey bark

extremely fmooth and fhining. It fhoots

out a vaft number of branches upon all fides,

that bear a plentiful foliage of very large

and beautiful leaves of a Ihining green, in

all things rcfembiing the leaf of the bay tree.

At
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At the very end of the twigs are formed
bunches of flowers; each ftalk bearing a

flower which bends back, and within which
bend are to be difcerned fome ftamina of a

pale green colour; to thefe fucceeds a bunch
of fmall crowned berries, larger when ripe

than juniper berries; at that feafon they

change from their former green, and become
black, fmooth, and fliining; they are taken

unripe from the tree, and dried in the fun

;

in this cafe they afllime a brown colour, and

have a mixed flavour of many kinds of fpice,

whence it is called allfpice. But it is milder

than the other fpices, and is judged to be

inferior to none of them for the fervice which
it does to cold, watery and languid flomachs.

The tree grows moftly upon the mountains.

Bcfides this, they have the wild cinamon

tree, whofe bark is fo ferviceable in medi«-

dne; the manchineel, a mod beautiful tree

to the eye, with the faireft apple in the world,

and when cut down affording a very fine

ornamental wood for the joiners, but the

apple, and the juice in every part of the

tree, contain one of the worft poifons in

nature* Here is the mahogany, in fuch ge-

neral ufe with our cabinet makers; the

cabbage tree, a tall plant, famous for a

fubftance, looking and tafting like cabbage,

growing on the very top, and no lefs re-

markable for the extreme hardnefs of its

F 4 wood,
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wood, which when dry is incorruptible,

and hardly yields to any tool; the palma, from
which is drawn a great deal of oil, much
eftecmed by the negroes both in food and me-
dicine; the white wood, which never breeds

the worm in fliips; the foap tree, whofe

berries anfwer all purpofes of washing j the

mangrove and olive bark, ufeful to tanners;

the fuflic and redwoud to the dyers, and

lately the logwood ; and their forells fupply

the apothecary with guaicum, falfaparilla,

china, cafTia, and tamarinds; they have aloes

too; and do not want the cochineal plant,

though they know nothing of the art of

managing it; nor perhaps is the climate fuit-

able. The indigo plant was formerly much
cultivated; the cotton tree is ftill fo, and
they fend home more of its wool than ail the

refl of our iflands together.

The whole produdt therefore of the illand

may be reduced to thefe heads. Firft, fu-

gars, of which they imported in 1753 twen-

ty thoufand three hundred and fifteen hog-
fheads, forae vaftly great even to a tun weight,

which cannot be worth Icfs in England
than 424,725 pounds llcrling. Mofl of

thi3 goes to London and Briftol, and fome
part of it to North America, in return for

the beef, pork, cheefe, corn, peafe, ftaves,

plcnk, pitch and tar, which they have from
thence. 2. Rum, of which they export

about

.1
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about 4000 puncheons. The rum of this

iiland is generally efteemed the beft, and is

the mod ufcd in England. 3. Molafles, in

which they make a great part of their returns

for New England, where there are vafl:

diftilleries. All thefe are the produce of

their grand ftaple the fugar cane. 4. Cotton,

of which they fend out 2000 bags. The
indigo, formerly much cultivated, is now
inconfiderablc, but fome cacao and coffee

are exported, which latter is in no great

efteemj though it is faid to be little inferior

to that of Mocha, provided it be kept for

two or three years. With thefe they fend

home a coniiderable quantity of piemento,

ginger, drugs for dyers and apothecaries,

fweetmeats, and mahogany and manchineel

plai>k. But fome of the mofl conliderable

articles of their trade are with the Spanifh

continent of New Spain and Terra Firma;

for in the former they cut great quantities of

logwood, and both in the former and latter

they drive a vaft and profitable trade in

negroes, and all kinds of the fame European

goods which are carried thither from Old
Spain by the flota.

Both the logwood trade and tills coun-

terband have been the fubjeifts of much
contention, and the caufe of a war between

our's and the Spani/h nation. The former

we avow, and we claim it as our right;

though

i' ili
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though in the laft treaty of peace, that point

was far from being well fettled. The latter

we permit; becaufe ^ 'e think, and very

juftly, that if the Spaniards find themfclves

aggrieved by any counterband trade, it lies

upon them, and not upon us, to put a flop

to it.

Formerly we cut logwood in thf bay of

Campeachy on the northern fide of the pen-

infula of Jucatan. But the Spaniards have

driven our people entirely from thence, and

built forts and made fettlements to prevent

them from returning. Expelled from thence,

the logwood cutters fettled upon the gulph of

Honduras on the fouthern fide of the fame

peninfula, where they are in fome fort efla-

blilhed, and have a fort to protect them.

They are an odd kind of people, compofed
moftly of vagabonds and fugitives from all

parts of North America, and their way of

life is fuitable. They live pretty much in a

lawlefs manner, though they eledl one amongft

them whom they call their king; and to him
they pay as much obedience as they think fit.

The country they are in is low, and extreme-

ly marfhy; the air is prodigioufly molefled

with mufk-ettoes; and the water dangerous

with alligatoiS; yet a life of licentioufnefs,

a plenty of brandy, large gains, and a want
of thought, have perfedly reconciled them to

the hardfliips of their employment, and the

miwholfomenefs
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unwholfomenefs of the climate. They go

always well armed, and arc about one thou-

fand five hundred men.

In the dry feafon, when they cut the

logwood, they advance a confidcrable way
into the country, following the logwood,

which runs amongft the other trees of the

foreft, like the vein of a mineral in the earth.

When the rains have overflowed the whole

country, they have marks by which they

know where the logwood is depofited. This

is an heavy wood, and finks in the water.

However, it is cafily buoyed up, and one

diver can lift very large beams. Thefc they

carry by the favour of the land-floods into

the river, to a place which is called the

Barcaderas or Port, where they meet the

fhips that come upon this trade.

In the year 171 6, when the debate con-

cerning this matter was revived ; the lords of

trade reported, that before the year 1 676 we
had a number of people fettled and carrying

on this trade on the peninfula of Jucatar>;

that we always confidered this as our right,

and were fupported in it by our kings; and

that this right was confirmed, if it had want-

ed any confirmation, by a claufe of uti pojji^

detis in the treaty of peace which was con-

cluded with Spain and the court of London in

1676, and that we certainly were in full poflef-

fion of thofe fcttlcments and that trade, long

before
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before the time of that treaty; and further, that

the Spaniards themfelves have incidentally

drawn a great advantage from it, fince the

pirates, virho were formerly the mod refolved

and efFedlual enemies they ever had, were

the more eafily reftrained from their enter-

prizes, by having their minds diverted to this

employment. Upon the whole, they con-

cluded it an affair very well worth the atten-

tion of the government, as in fome years it

employed near iix thoufand tuns of fhipping

;

found employment for a number of feamen

proportionable j confumed a good deal of our

manufactures, and was of confiderable ufe in

fabricating many others ; and that the whole

value of the returns were not lefs than fixty

thoufand pounds fterling a year. Notwith-

llanding this, our claim feems dropped, nor

is it very clear how far it can be maintained,

to carry on a trade by violence in a country,

in which we can hardly claim, according to

the common ideas of right in America, any

property. However this may be, the trade,

though with many diiliculties and difcourage-

ments, ftill continues, and will probably con-

tinue whilft the Spaniards are fo weak upon

that fide of Mexico, and while the coafl con-

tinues fo difagreeable, that ncne but defpe-

rate perfons will venture to refide there. The
logwood trade is generally carried on by vef-

fels from New England, New York, and

, , Penfyivania^
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Penfylvania, who take up the goods they want

in Jamaica.

But there is a trade yet more profitable

carried on between this ifland and the Spanifh

continent, efpecially in time of war. This

too has been the caufe of much bickering be-

tween us and the court of Spain, and it will

yet be more difficult for tucm to put a ftop

to this trade than to the former, whilft the

Spaniards are fo eager for it, whilft it is fo

profitable to the Bri'ilh merchant, and whilft

the Spani(h officers from the higheft to the

loweft (hew fo great a refpe(5l to prefents pro-

perly made. The trade is carried on in this

manner. The (hip from Jamaica having

taken in negroes, and a proper fortment of

goods there, proceeds in time of peace to a

harbour called the Grout within Monkey-key,

about four miles from Porto-bello. A perfon

who underftands Spanifh, is diredtly fent

afhore to give the merchants of the town no-

tice of the arrival of the vefTel ; the fame

news is carried likewife with great fpeed to

Panama ; from whence the merchants fet out

difguifed like peafants with their filver in jars

covered with meal, to deceive the officers of

the revenue. Here the fliip remains trading

frequently for five or fix weeks together. The
Spaniards ufually come on board, leave their

money, and take their negroes, and their goo Js

packed up in parcels fit for one man to carry,

after
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after having been handfomely entertained on

board, and receiving provifions fufficient for

their journey homeward. If the whole cargo

is not difpofed of here, they bear off eaftward

to the Brew, a harbour about five miles diftant

from Carthagena, where they foon find a

vent for the reft. There is no trade more
profitable than this; for your payments are

made in ready money; and the goods fell

higher than they would at any other market.

It is not on this coaft only, but every where
upon the Spanifli main, that this trade is

carried on; nor is it by the Englifh only,

but the French from Hifpaniola, the Dutch
from Curafibu, and even the Danes have

fome (hare in it. When the Spanifli guarda

CDftas feize upon one of thefe veflels, they

make no fcruplc of confifcating the cargo,

and of treating the crew in a manner Httle

better than pirates.

This commerce in time of peace, and this

with the prizes that are made in time of war,

pour into Jamaica an aftoniiliing quantity of

treafure ; great fortunes are made in a manner
inftantly, whilft the people appear to live in

fuch a ftate of luxury as :'i all other places

leads to beggary. Their equipages, their

cloaths, their furniture, their tables, all bear

the tokens of the greateft wealth and profu-

iion imaginable; this obliges all the treafure

they receive, to make bu: a very fliort ftay, as

all
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all this treafure added to all the produds of

the ifland itfelf, is hardly more than fufficient

to anfwer the calls of their neceflity and
luxury on Europe and North America, and
their demand for flaves, of which this ifland

is under the neceffity of an annual recruit

for its own ufe and that of the Spanifti trade,

of upwards of fix thoufand head, and which
ftand them one with another in thirty pounds
apiece, and often more.

C H A P. JV, .

Port-Royal, The earthquake 1692. King-

fton» St. jfago de la Vega^ or Spamjb'

town. Dijputes about the removal of the

feat of government.

THE whole ifland is divided into nine-

teen diftridls or parifhes, which fend

each of them two members to the aflemhly,

and allow a competent maintenance to a mi-
nifter, Port-Royal was anciently the capital

of the ifland} it ftood upon the very point of

a long narrow neck of land, which towards

the fea formed part of the border of a very

noble harbour of its own name. In this har-

bour above a thoufand fail of the largefl (hips

could anchor with the greateft convenience

and fafety; and the water was fo deep at the

key of Port-Royal, that veflTels of the greateft

burthen

V |.

. "i'
'

iv. *,

:
' .«:,•



MMiil

J "«

So An Account of the Eur6peAn

burthen could lay their broadfides to the

wharfs, and load and unload at little expencd

Or trouble. This conveniency weighed fo

much with the inhabitants, that they chofe

in this fpot to build their capital, though the

place was an hot dry fand, which produ'red

not one of the necefTaries of life, no not even

frefli water. However, this advantageous (i-

tuation, and the refort of the pirates, foon made
it a very confiderable place. It contained two
thoufand houfes very handfomely built, and

which rented as high as thofe in London. It

had a refort like a conftant fair, by the great

Goncourfe of people of bufinefs, and grew to

all this in about thirty years time; for before

that there was fcarcely an houfe upon the

place. In fhort, there were very few places

in the world, which for the fize could be

compared to this tov/n for trade, wealth, and

an entire corruption of manners.

It continued thus until the 9th of June

1692, when an earthquake, which (hook

the whole ifland to its foundations, over-

whelmed this citv, and buried nine tenths

of it eight fathom under water. This earth-

quake not only demolilhed this city, but

made a terrible devaftation all over the ifland,

and was followed by a contagious diftetnpefj

which was near giving the laft hand to

its ruin. Ever fince, it is remarked^ that the

air is far more unwholfomc than formerly.

This
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ThI- earthquake, one of the moil: dreadful

that I think ever was known, is defcribed

in fuch lively colours in the Philofophical

tranfadtions, and by perfons who faw and

had a large part in the terrors and loiles of

this calamity^ that I fliall fay nothing of it,

but refer thither j as I am certain no man
from his fancy, could affemble a greater

number of images of horror, than the nature

of things, taught the perfons who faw them,

to bring together, and which are there relat-

ed very naturally and pathetically.

They rebuilt this city after the earthquake,

but it was again deftroyed. A terrible fire

laid it in aflifcs abbut ten years after. Not-
withftanding this, the extraordinary conve-

nience ofthe harbour tempted them to rebuild

it once more. But in the year 1722 a hurri-

cane, one of the moft terrible on record, re-

duced it a third time to a heap of rubbifh.

Warned by thefe extraordinary calamities,

that feemed to mark out this place as a de-

voted fpot, by an ad: of affembly they removed
the cuftom-houfe and public offices from
thence, and forbid that any market Ihould be

held there for the future. The principal in-

habitants came to refide at the oppofite fide

of the bay, at a place which is called Kin^-

fton. The town is commodioufly (ituated for

freih water, and all manner of accommoda-
tions. The flrcets arc of a commodious

'
'i I'm,'-
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widenefs, regularly drawn, and cutting each

other at equal diftances and right angles. It

confifts of upwards of one thoufand houfes,

many of them handfomely built, though low,

with porticoes, and every conveniency for a

comfortable habitation in that climate. The
harbour w^s formerly in no good pofture of

defence, but by the care of the late governor

Mr. Knowles, it is now flrongly fortified.

The river Cobre, a confiderable, but not

navigable ftream, falls into thefea not far from

Kingfton. Upon the banks of this river ftands

St. Jago dc la Vega, or Spanifli-town; the

feat of government, and the place where the

courts of juftice are held, and confequently

the capital of Jamaica, though inferior in fize

and refort to Kingfton. However, this, tho'

a town of lefs bufinefs, has more gaiety. Here
refide many perfons of large fortunes, and

w^ho make a figure proportionable; the num -

ber ofcoaches kept here is very great; here is

a regular affembly; and the refidence of the

govtrnor and the principal officers of the go-

vernment, who have all very profitable places,

confpire with the genius of the inhabitants,

oftentatious and expenfive, to make it a very

fplendid and agreeable place. Mr. Knowles,

the late governor, made an attempt to remove
the feat ofgovemmentfrom henceto Kingfton,

for reafons which, it muft be owned, have a

very plaufible appearance; for it would cer-

tiiinly
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tainly facilitate the carrying on of bufinefs, to

have the courts of juftice and the feat of go-
vernment as near as poflible to the center of
commercial affairs. But whether the confi-

deration of a more healthful fituation; the di*

vifion of the advantages of great towns with
the feveral parts of the country, and the mif-

chiefs that might arife from (haking the fettled

order of things, and prejudicing the property

of a great many private people, can weigh
againft the advantages propofed by this re-

moval, I will not undertake to determine.

One thing appears I think very plainly in the

conteft which this regulation produced; that

the oppolition was at leaft as much to the go-
vernor as to the meafure; and that great

natural warmth of temper upon all fides, en-

flamed and envenomed by a fpirit cf party

vi'hich reigns in all our plantations, kindled a

flame about this, which, if it had not hap-
pened, muft have rifen to the fame height

upon fome other occafion, fince there was a

plenty of combuflible materials ready upon
all fides.

The government of this ifland is, next to

that of Ireland, the beft in the king's gift.

The flanding falary is two thoufand five hun-
dred pounds a year. The alTembly vote the

governor as much morej and this, with the

other great profits of his office, make it in the

whole little inferior to ten thoufand pounds a

G 2 \Ld:,
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year. But of the government I (hall fay

little, until I fpeak of the government of the

red of the plantations^ to v/hich this is in all

refpedts alike.

CHAP. V.

Barhadoes, Its favage condition at the Jirft

planting. The hard/hips fuffered by the

planters. The fpeedy increafe of the ijland.

Its great wealth and number of inhabitants.

Its decline, Prefentjlate of the ifland,

THE next Idand, in point of impor*

tance, which we pcffefs in the Weft-
Indies, but the oldeft in point of fettlement,

is Barbadoe?. This is one, and by no means

the moft contemptible one amongft the

Windward divifion of the Caribbee iflands.

It is not diftindlly known when this ifland

was firft difcovered or fettled; but it was

probably fome time about the year 1625.

When the Englifh firft landed here, they

found the place the moft favage and deftitute

that can well be imagined. It had not the

leaft appearance of ever having been peopled

even by favages. There was no kind of

beaft of pafture or of prey, no fruit, no herb,

nor root fit for fupporting the life of man.

Yet as the climate was good, and the foil

appeared fertile, fome gentlemen of fmall

fortune?
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fortunes in England refolvcd to become ad-

venturers thither. But the firft planters had
not only the utter defolatenefs of the place,

and the extreme want of provifions to

ftruggle with, but the trees were fo large, of

a wood fo hard and ftubborn, and full of
fuch great branches, that they proceeded in

the clearing of the ground with a difficulty

that mufl have worn down any ordinary

patience. And even when they had tolera-

bly cleared fome little fpot, the firft produce

it yielded for their fubfiftence was fo fmall

and ordinary, at the fame time that their

fupplies from England were fo flow and pre-^

carious, that nothing but the noblefl courage,

and a firmnefs which cannot receive too

many praifes, could have carried them
through the difcouragements which they

met in the noblefl worl: in the world, the

cultivating and peopling a deferted part of

the globe. But by degrees things were mol-
lified; fome of the trees yielded fuftic for

the dyers 5 cotton and indigo agreed well

with the foil j tqbacco then becoming fafhion^

able in England anfwercd tolerably; and the

country began gradually to lay alide its favage

difpofition and to fubmit to culture,

Thefe good appearances in America, and
the ftorm. which fome time after began to,

gather in England, encouraged many to go

over; but flill the colony received no fort of
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encouragement from the government, which

at that time underftood the advantages of co-

lonies but little J and which vv^as befides much
vvorfe occupied in fowing thofe feeds of bit-

ternefs, which came afterwards fo terribly to

their own lips. The court took no other

notice of this ifland than to grant it to a very

unworthy and unfaithful favourite, the earl

of Carlifle; which, as may be judged, proved

of no advantage to the fettlement.

However, as this ci lony had the hardieft

breeding, and the moft laborious infancy of

any cfour fettlcments, fo it was far ftronger in

its ftamina, and grew with greater fpeedj and

that to an height, which if it were not proved

beyond any reafonable doubt, could fcarcely be

believed. For in this fmall ifland, which is

but twenty- five miles in length, and in breadth

but fourteen, in little more than twenty years

after its iirH fettlement, that is, in 1650, it

contained upwards of fifty thoufand whites of

all fexes and ages, and a much greater number
of blacks and Indian flaves. The former of

which flaves they bought; the latter they ac-

quired by means not at all to their honour j for

they feizcd upon thofe unhappy men wiihout

any pretence, jn the neighbouring iflands, and

parried them into flavery. A pradlice which
has rendered the Caribbee Indians irrecon-

pileable to us ever fince.

This
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This fmall ifland, peopled by upwards of

one hundred thoufand fouls, was not yet above

half of it cultivated, nor was theinduftryof the

inhabitants at a fland. A little before the

period I have mentioned, they learned the

method of making fugarj and this enlarging

the fphere of their trade, they ^lew prodigi*

oufly rich and numerous.

About this time the government in Eng-
land, which was then in the hands of Crom-
well, confined the trade of Barbadoes to the

mother country; before it had been managed
altogether by the Dutch. The rigour exer-

cifed towards the royal party, obliged feveral

gentlemen of very good families to fettle in this

ifland, which was far from being peopled like

fome other colonics, by fugitives and perfons

defperate at home. After the reftoration it

continued flill to advance by very hafty ftrides.

Not long after the reftoration, king Charles

created thirteen baronets from the gentlemen

of this ifland, fome of whom were worth ten

thoufand pounds a year, and none fo little as

one thoufand.

In 1676, which was the meridian of this

fettlement, their whites were computed to be

ftill much about fifty thoufand, but their ne-

groe flaves were increafed fo as to be upwards

of one hundred thoufand of all kinds. They
employed four hundred fail of fliips, one with

another of an hundred and fifty tuns, in their

G 4. trade i
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trade j their annual exported produce in fu^

gar, indigo, ginger, cotton, &c. amounted to

upwards of three hundred and fifty thoufand

pounds, and their circulating ca(h at home
was two hundred thoufand. It is probable

that Holland itfelf, or perhaps even the beft

inhabited parts of China were never peopled

to the fame proportion, ncr have they land of

the fame dimenfions, which produces any

thing like the fame profits. But fince that

time the iflp.nd has been much upon the

decline. The growth of the French fugar

iiflands, and the fetilement of Antegua, St.

Chriftopher's, Nevis, and Montferrat, as well

as the greater cftabliQiment in Jamaica, have

drawn away from time to time a yaft number
of their people. A terrible contagion, faid to

be brought over by the troops from England,

but more probably derived from the coaft of

Africa, attacked the ifland in the year 1692 ;

it raged like a peftilencej twenty have died in

a day in their principal town ; and all parts

of the ifland lufFered in proportion. This

iicknefs continued, with fome abatements, for

feveral years, and left an ill difpofition in the

climate ever afterwards. War raged at the

fame time witl^ this diftemper; and the Bar-

badians who raifed a good number of men,
ioft many of them in fruitlcfs expeditions

againft the French iflands. The land too be-

gan not to yield quitp fo kindly as it formerly

had



Settlements in AmerigaI 89

had done, and in fome places they were obliT

ged to manure it. All thefe caufes contribu-p

ted to reduce the numbers and opulence of this

celebrated ifland. But it is only in comparifon

of itfelf, that it may be confidered in any

other than the moft flourilhing condition even

at this day; for at this day it contains twenty-

five thoufand whites, very near eighty thou-

fand negroes, and it fhips above twenty-five

thoufand hogflieads of fugar, to the value

of three hundred thoufand pounds, befides

rum, molafles, cotton, ginger, and aloes; an
immenfe peopling and produce for a country

not containing more than one hundred thou-

fand acres of la-»d. By the rife of fugars, the

returns of this illand are little Ipfs than they

were in its moft flourilhing times.

This ifland can raife near five thoufand

men of its own militia, and it has generally a

regiment of regular troops, though not very

compleat. It is fortified by nature all along

the windward fliore by the rocks and fhoals,

fo as to be near two thirds utterly inacceflible.

On the leeward fide it has good harbours; but

the whole coaft is protected by a line of feve-

ral miles in length, and feveral forts to defend

it at the moft material places*

They fupport their own eftabliftiment,

which is very confiderable, with great credit.

The governor's place is worth at leaft five

thoufand pounds a year, and the reft of their

officers
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officers have valuable places. They provide

very handfomely for their clergy, who are of

the church of England, which is the religion

eftablifhed here, as it is in the other iflands.

Here are very few diflenters. There is in ge-

neral an appearance of fomething more of

order and decency, and of a fettled people,

than in any other colony in the Weft-Indies.

They have here a college, founded and well

endowed by the virtue and liberality of that

great man colonel Chriftopher Codrington,

who was a native of this ifland, and who for

a great number ofamiable and ufeful qualities

both in public and private life, for his cou-

rage, and his zeal for the good of his country,

his humanity, his knowledge and love of litera-

ture, was far the richeft production and mcft

fhining ornament this ifland ever had.

This college does not fo fully anfwer the

intentions of the excellent founder, as it might

do. Ifthe fund was applied to the education

of a number of ca^echifts for the inftruftion of

the negroes, fome of them of their own colour,

it would be a vaft public advantage, befides

the charity, or perhaps the indifpenfible duty

cffome fuch work.

This college is in Bridge-town, the capital

of this ifland, which before the late fire contain-

ed about twelve hundred houfes, very hand-

fomely built and inhabited by a numerous

and wealthy people. The country of Barba-

does

M\
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does has a mofl beautiful appearance, fwelllng

here and there into gentle hills ; fhining by the

cultivation of every part, by the verdure ofthe

fugur canes, the bloom and fragrance of the

number of orange, lemon, lime and citron

trees, the guavas, papas, aloes, and a vaH: mul-
titude of other elegant and ufeful plants, that

rife intermix'd with the houfes of the gentle-

men which are fown thickly on every part of

the ifland. Even the negroe huts, though
mean, contribute to the beauty of ihe countryj

for they fhade them with plantain trees, which
give their villages the appearance of fo many
beautiful growS. In fhort, there is no place

in the Weft-Indies comparable to Barbadoes,

in point of numbers of people, cultivation of
the foil, and thofe elegancies and conveniencics

which refult from both.

CHAP. VI.

3t, Cbrijiopher^ Antegua^ Nevis^ Montferrat \

their prefent condition andforce,

THE ifland of St. Chriftopher's is the

chief of thofe which we polfefs amongft
the Leeward iflands. It was firft fettled by
the French and Englifli in the year 1626, but
after various fortunes it was entirely ceded to

us by the treaty of Utrecht. This ifland is

about

i:
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about feventy-five miles in compafs. The
circuit of Antegua is but little inferior. Nevis

and Montferrat are :he fmalleft of the four,

not exceeding for either of them, about eigh"

teen or twenty miles in circumference. The
foil in all thefe iflandsis pretty much alike;

light and fandy, but notwith(landing fertile in

an high degree. Antegua has no rivulets of

frefh water, and but very few fprings ; this

made it be deemed uninhabitable for a long

time ; but now they fave the rains in ponds and

cifterns with great care, and they are rarely

in great diftrefs for water. In a word, this

ifland, which we formerly thought ufehfs, has

got the ftart of all the Leeward iflands, increa-

ing every day in its produce and inhabitants

both freemen and flaves. It has one of the

befl: harbours in the Weft-Indies j on it ftands

the principal town called St. John*s, which is

large and wealthy.

The iflr'.nd of St. Chriftopher's is not fo

much on the increafe. Neither that, nor any

of the Leeward iflands, yields any commodity
of confequence but what is derived from the

cane, except Montferrat, which exports fome

indigo, but of a very inferior kind.

It is judged that the ifland of St. Ghrifto-

pher*s contains about leven thoufand whites,

and twenty thoufand negroes; that Antegua

has alfo about feven thoufand of the former

<:oIour, and thirty thoufand blacks; and that

Nevis

:
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Nevis and Montferrat may have each about

five thoufand Europeans, who are the marrers

of ten or twelve thoufand African flaves. Co
that the whole of the Leeward iflands may b«

reckoned without exaggeration to maintain a»

bout twenty thoufand Englifh, of whom every

fingle man gives bread to feveral in England,

which is efFedled by the labour of near feventy

thoufand negroes. Of the ifland of Barbuda, I

fay little, becaufe it has no diredl trade with

England, It is employed in hufbandry, and
'

railing frefh provifions for the ufeofthe neigh-

bouring colonies. It is the property of the Co-
drington family.

Thefe iflands are under the management of

one governor, who has the title of captain ge-

neral and goverr ^r in chief of all the Caribbee

iflands from Guardaloupe to Porto Rico. His

pofl is worth about three thoufand five hun-
dred pounds a year. Under him each ifland

has its particular deputy governor at a falary

of two hundred pounds a year, and its feparate,

independent legiflative of a council, and an

afTembly of the reprefentatives.

CHAP.
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CHAP. VII.

Climate of the Weft-Indies. The rains and

winds. Hurricanes. Their prognoftics. Pro-

duce of the JVeft-Indies. Sugar. The man*
ner of manifaSluring it, Planters in the

Weji-lndics. flheir way of life and manage-
ment oj their affairs. The negroes,

THE climate in all our Weft-India iflands

is nearly the fame, allowing for thofe ac-

cidental differences which the feveral fitua-

tions, and qualities of the lands themfelves pro-

duce. As they lie within the tropic, and that

the fun goes quite over their heads, paffing

beyond them to the North, and never retires

furthof from any of them than about 30 de-

grees to the South, they are continually fub-

jedted to the extreme of an heat, which would

be intolerable, if the trade wind rifing gradu-

ally as the fun gathers ftrength, did not blow
in upon them from the fea, and refrefh the

air in fuch a manner as to enable them to at-

tend their concerns even under the meridian

fun. On the other hand, as the night advan-

ces, a breeze begins to be perceived, which
blows finnrdy from the land, as it were from

its center, towards the fea, to all points of the

compafii at once.

By



SETtLEMENTS tn AmeRICA. 95
By the fame remarkable providence in the

difpofing of things it is,that when the fun has

made a great progrefs towards the tropic of

Cancer, and becomes in a manner vertical, he
draws after him fuch a vaft body of clouds, as

ihield them from his diredt beams, and diffol-

ving into rain cool the air, and refrefli the

country, thirfty with the long drought, which
commonly reigns from the beginning ofJanu^
ary to the latter end of May.
The rains in the Weft-Indies are by no

means the things they are with us. Our hea-

vieft rains are but dews comparatively. They
are rather floods of water poured from the

clouds, with a prodigious impetuofity ; the ri-

vers rife in a moment ; new rivers and lakes

arc formed, and in a fhort time all the low
country is under water. Hence it is, that the

rivers which have their fource within the tro-

pics, fwell and overflow their banks at a certain

feafon ; and fo miftaken were the ancients in

their idea of the torrid zone, which they

imagined to bs dried and fcorched up with a

continual and fervent heat, and to be for that

reafon uninhabitable ; when in reality feme of

the largeft rivers in the world have their courfe

within its limits, and the moifture is one of

the greateft inconveniencies of the climate in

leveral places.

The rains make the only diftindion of fea-

fons in the Weft-Indies ^ the trees are green

the
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the whole year round ; they have no cold, no

frofts, no fnows, and but rarely fome hail j the

ilorms of hail are however very violent when
they happen, and the hailflones very great and

heavy. Whether it be owing to this moifture

alone, which alone does not feem to be a Effi-

cient caule, or to a greater quantity of a ful-

phurous acid, which predominates in the air in

this country, metals of all kinds that are fubjedt

to the adlion of fuch caufes, ruft and canker

in a very fhort time; and this caufe, perhaps,

as much as the heat itfclf, contributes to make

the climate of the Weft-Indies unfriendlj? and

unpleafant to an European conftitution.

It is in the rainy feafon (principally in the

nionth of Auguft, more rarely in July and

September,) that they are aflaulted by hurri-

canes j the moft terrible calamity to which they

are fubjed: from the climate ; this deftoys at a

ftroke the labours of many years, and proftrates

the moft exalted hopes of the planter, and of-

ten juft at the moment when he thinks htm-

fclfout of the reach of fortune. It is a fud-

den and violent ftorm of wind, rain, thunder

and lightening, attended with a furious fwelling

of the feas, and fometimes with an earthquake;

in (hort, with every eircumftance which the

elements can aflemble, that is terrible and

deftrudive. Firft, they fee, as the prelude to

the enfuing havock, whole fields of fugar

canes whirled into the air, and fcattered over

the
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the face of the country. The flrongeft trees

ofthe foreft are torn up by the roots, and driven

about like flubble; their windmills are fwept

away in a moment; their works, the fixtures^

the ponderous copper boilers, and ftills of fe-

veral hundred weight, are wrenched from the

ground, and battered to pieces: their houles

are no pioteftion, the roofs are torn off at one

blaft: ; whilfl the rain, which i- an hour rifes

five feet, ru(hes in upon them with an irrefifti-

ble violence.

There are (igns, which the Indians ofthefe

iflands taught our planters, by which they can

prognoflicate the approach of an hurricane*

The hurricane comes on either in the quar-

ters, or at the full change of the moon. If

it comes at the full moon, when you are at

the change obferve thefe figns. That day

you will fee the Iky very turbulent ; you will

obferve the fun more red than at ether times;

you will perceive a dead calm, and the hills

clear of allthofe clouds andmifls which ufual-

ly hover about them. In the clefts of the

earth, and in the wells, you hear a hollow

rumbling found like the rufhing of a great

wind. At night the flars feem much larger

than ufual, and furrounded with a fort of burs 5

the North-weft iky has a black and menacing
look; the fea emits a fbrong fmell,and rifes

into vaft waves, often without any wind ; the

wind itfelf novV forfakcs its ufual fleady Ealler-
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ly dream, and (hifts about to the Weft 5 from

whence it fometimes blows with intermiiTIons

violently and irregularly for about two hours

at a time. You have the fame figns at the

full of the moon 5 the moon herfelf is furroun-

ded with a great bur, and fometimes the fun

has the fame appearance. Thefe prognoftics

were taught by the Indians ; and in general

one may obferve, that ignorant country people

and barbarous nations, are better obfervers

of times and feafons, and draw better rules

from them, than more civilized and reafoning

people, for they rely more upon experience

than theories, they are more careful of tradi-

tionary obfervations, and living more in the

open air at all times^ and not fo occupied but

they have leifure to obferve every change,

though minute, in that element, they come to

have great treafures of ufeful matter, though,

as it might be expedted, mixed with many fu-

perftitious and idle notions as to the caufes.

Thefe make their obfervations to be reje<fled

as chimerical in the grofs by many literati,

who are not near fo nice and circumfpedt as

they ought to be in diftingui(hing what this

fort of people may be very competent judges

of, and what not.

The grand ftaple commodity of the Weft-
Indies is fugar ; this commodity was not at alt

known to the Greeks and Romans, though it

was made in China in very early times, from

whence
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whence we had the firft knowledge of it; but

the Portuguefe were the firfl who cultivated it

in America, dnd brought it into requeft as one

of the materials of a very univerfal luxury in

Europe. It is not fettled whether the cane

from which this fubftance is extraded, be a

native of America or brought thither by the

Portuguefe from India, and the coaft of Afri-

ca; but however the matter may be, in the be-

ginning they made the moft as they ftill do
the beft fugars, which come to market in this

part of the world. The fugar cane grows to

the height of between fix and eight feet, full

of joints, about four or five inches afunder;

the colour ofthe Jaody of the cane is yellowifh,

and the top, where it fhoots into leaves of a

vivid green; the coat is pretty hard, and within

contains a fpungy fubftance full of a juice, the

moft lively, elegant, and leaft cloying fweet in

nature ; and which fucked raw, has proved

extremly nutritive and wholfomc.

They are ctiltivated in this manner. In

the month of Auguft, that Js, in the rainy part

of the year, aftfer the ground is cleared and
well hoed, they lay a piece of fix or fcvent

joints of the cane, flat in a channel madefcr^it,'

above half a foot deep; this they cover with

the earth, and fo plant the whole field in line^

regularly difpofed and at proper diftanccs. Irt

a (hort time a young cane (lioots out from eve-^

fy joint of the ftock which was interred jancJ

H 2 grows
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grows in twelve days to be a pretty tall and vi-

gorous plant ; but it is not until after fixteen

months, or thereabouts, that the canes are fit

to anfwer the purpofes of the planter, though

they may remain a few months after without

any con fidcrable prejudice to him. The lon-

ger they remain in the ground after they are

come to maturity, the lefs juice they afford
;

but this is fomewhat compenfated by the fupe-

rior liclmefs of the juice. That no time may
be lofl:, they generally divide their cane

grounds into three parts. One is of {landing

canes, and to be cut that feafon ; the fecond is

of new planted canes ; and the third is fallow,

ready to receive a frefli fupply. In fome places

they make fecond and third cuttings from the

fame root. The tops of the canes, and the

leaves which grow upon the joints, make
very good p'-ovender for tbeir cattle, and the

refufe of the cane after grinding, ferves for

fire ; fo that no part of this excellent plant is

without its ufe.

The canes are cut with a billet, and carried

in bundles to the mill, which is now general-

ly a windmill ; it turns three great cylinders

or rollers plated with iron fet perpendicularly

and cogged fo as to be all moved by the mid-

dle roller. Between thefe the canes are brui-

fed to pieces, and the juice runs through an

hole into a vat which is placed under the

rollers to receive it; from hence it is carried

through
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through a pipe into a great refervoir, in which
however, for fear of turnins; four, it is not luf-

fered to reft long j but is conveyed out of that

by other pipes into the boiling houfe, where
it is received by a large cauldron: here it re-

mains, until the fcum which cohftantly arifcs

during the boiling, is all taken offj from this,

it is pafTed fucceifively into five or fix more
boilers, gradually diminiiliing in their fize,

and treated in the fame manner. In the laft

of thefe it becomes of a very thick clammy
confiftence; but mere boiling is incapable of

carrying it farther: to advance the operation,

they pour in a fmall quantity of lime-water ;

the immediate efFedl of this alien mixture, is

to raife up the liquor in a very vehement fer-

mentation ; but to prevent it from running

over, a bit of butter no larger than a nut is

thrown in, upon which the fury of the fer-

mentation immediately fubfidesj a velTel of

two or three hundred gallons requires no
greater force to quiet it. It is now taken out

and placed in a cooler, where it dries, granu*

lates, and becomes fit to be put into the pots,

which is the laft part of the operation.

The pots are conical, or of a fugar-loaf

fafhion ; open at the point, which muft be

confidered as their bottom; here a ftrainer is

put acrofs. In thefe pots the fugar purges

itfelf of its remaining impurity; the molafles

or treacly part difentangles itfelf from the reft;

H 3 precipitates
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precipitates and runs out of the aperture at the

bottom J it is now in the condition called muf-

cavado fugar, of a yellowifh brown colour, and

thus it is generally put into the hogfhead and

ihipped off.

But when they have a mind to refine it yet

further, and leave no remains at all of the

molafles, they cover the pots I have juft men-
tioned with a fort of white clay, like that ufed

for tobacco pipes, diluted with water; this

penetrates the fugar, unites with the molafles,

and with them runs off, leaving the fugar of a

whitifh colour, but whiteft at top. This is

•called clayed fugar; the operation is fometime^

repeated once or twice more, and the fugar

every time dimini{hing in quantity gains confi-

derably in value; but ftill is called clayed

fugar. Further tiian this they do not go in

the plantations, becaufe an heavy duty of fix-

teen jfhillings per hundred weight is laid upon

all fugars refined there ; it js therefore not to

nay purpofe to carry the account any further.

Of the molafiTes rum is made, in a manner
that needs no defcription, fince it differs in no-

thing from the manner of diflilling any other

fpirit. From the fcummings of the fugar, a

meaner fpirit is procured. Rum finds its mar-

ket in North America, (where it is confumed
by the Englifh inhabitants, or employed in

the Indian trade, or diftributed from thence

to the fifhcrv of Newfoundland, and the Afri

Q2X\
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can commerce i) befides what comes to Eng-
land and Ireland. However, a very great

quantity of molaflcs is taken off raw and carried

to New England to be diftilled there.

They compute that when things are well

managed, the rum and molaffes pay the char-

ges of the plantation, and that the fugars are

clear gain. However, by the particulars we
have feen, and by others which we may eafily

imagine, the expences of a plantation in the

Weft- Indies are very great, and the profits at

the firft view precarious ; for the chargeable

articles of the windmill, the boiling, cool-

ing and diftilling houfes, and the buying and

fubfifting a fuitable number offlaves and cattle,

will not fufFer any man to begin a fugar plan-

tation ofany confequence, not to mention the

purchafe of the land, which is very high,

under a capital of at leaft fi\^ thoufand pounds.

Neither is the life of a planter, a life of idle-

nefs and luxury ^ at all times he muft keep a

watchful eye upon his overfeers, and even

overfee himfelf occafionlly. But at the boiU

iijg feafon, if he is properly attentive to his

affairs, no way of life can be more laborious,

and more dangerous to (he health ; from a

conftant attendance day and night in the ex-

treme united heats of the climate and fo many
fierce furnaces ; add to this the loiTes by hurri-

canCvS, earthquakes, and bad fealbns j and then

H 4 confider,
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confider, when the fugakS are in thecafk, that

he quits the hazard of a planter, to engage

in the hazards of a merchant, and fhips his pro-

duce at his own rifk. The fum of all might

make one believe, that it could never anfwer

to engage in this burmefs; but notwithflanding

all this, there are no parts of the world, in

which great e dates are made in fo fliort a time

as in the Weft-Indies. The produ'^e of a few

good feafons will provide againft the ill effeds

of the worrtj as the planter is fure of a fpeedy

and profitable market for his produce, which
has a readier fale than perhaps any other com-
modity in the world.

Large plantations are generally under the

care of a manager or chief overfeer, who has

commonly a ialary of a hundred and fifty

pounds a year, with overfeers under, him in

proportion to the greatnefs of the plantation,

one to about thirty negroes, and at the rate of

about forty pounds. Such plantations too have

a furgeon at a fixed falary, employed to take

care of the negroes w^hich belong to it. But

the courfe, which is the leafl troublefome to

the owner of the eflate, is to let the land with

all the works, and the flock of cattle and flaves,

to a tenant, who gives lecuriry for the payment
of the rent, and the keeping up repairs and

the ftock. The eftate is generally eftimated

to fuch a tenant ^t half the neat produce of the

beft
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bed years. Such tenants, if induftrious and

frugal men, foon make good eftates for them-
felves.

The negroes in the plantations are fubfifted

at a very eafy rate. This is generally by allot-

ing to each family of them a fmall portion of

land, and allowing them two days in the week,

Saturday and Sunday, to cultivate it; fome are

fubfifted in this manner, but others find their

negroes themfelves with a certain portion of
Guinea or Indian corn, and to fome a fait her-

ring, or a fmall quantity of bacon or fait pork

a day. All the reft of the charge coniifts in

a cap, a ftiirt, a pair of breeches, ftockings and
fhoes; the whole not exceding forty fhillings

a year.

To particularife the commodities proper

fc; the Weft-India market, would be to

enumerate all the neceftaries, conveniencies,

and luxuries of lifej for they have nothing

of their own but the commodities I have al-

ready mentioned. Traders there make a very

large profit upon all they fellj and all kind of
handicraftfmen, efpecially carpenters, brick-

layers and brafiers, get very great encourage--

ment.
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CHAP. VIII.

Obfervations on thefettlement of the Weft-Indies.

Advantages there for temperi prejudicial at

home. Bad tempers not always noxious in

(Tjery fenfe,

THE difpolition to induftry has a varie-

ty of charadlers, and is by no means
conftantly of the fame colour. Some acqui-

efce in a moderate labour through the whole

of their lives, attended with no rifk either to

their perfons or their gains; fuch fort of peo-

ple, who fc;m the beft citizens in general,

are fit to ftay at home. Others full as remote

from an indolent difpolition, are of quite a

different character. Thefe are fiery, reftlefs

tempers, willing to undertake the fevereft

labour, provided it promifes but a fhort conti-

nuance, who love rifk and hazard, whofe
fchemes are always vaft, and who put no
medium between being great and being un^

done. Charaders of this fort, efpecially when
they happen in low and middling life, are

often dangerous members in a regular and fet-

tled community. But the Weft-Indies opens

a, fair and ample field to encourage perfons of

fuch a difpofition; and it may be reckoned

one very great benefit of our pofleflions in that

part of the world, that befides the vail quan-

tities
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tides of our fabrics which they confume, our

feamen that they employ, and our revenues

that they fupport, that they are a vent to

carry on fuch fpirits, whom they keep occu»

pisd greatly to the public benefit. Our domi-
pions are fo circumflanced, and afford fuch a

variety, that all difpofitions to bufinefs, of what
kind foever, may have exercife without pref-

fing upon one another. It is befides a great

happinefs, that unfortunate men, whom un-

avoidable accidents, the frowns of the world,

or the cruelty of creditors, would have render-

ed miferable to themfelves, and ufelefs to the

ublic, may find a fort of afylum, where at

aft they often fucceed fo well, as to have rea-

fon to blefs thofe accidents, which drove them
from their country poor, deferted and defpif-

ed, to return them to it in opulence and cre-

dit. Of fuch a change every one pan produce

many inftances of his own knowledge; as

whoever looks about him cannot fail to fee a

great number of perfons, who having taken

\/rong fteps in the beginning of their lives,

have eftablidied fuch a charader of weaknefs

and imprudence, as prevents them ever after

from being trufted or employed, wherever
they arc at all known, although their char.Cr

ters fhould be altogether changed and he
paflions quite fubfided which gave occa on
to their errors. Such perfons become, f rft,

indigent, then defperate, and at laft, abandon-

ed^
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ed; but when they have an opportunity of

going where this prejudice does not operate

againft them, they fet up as new men. With
the advantage of an experience acquired by

their miftakes, they are free from the ill repu-

tation which attended themj and they prove

of vaft fervice to their country, to which they

could be of no advantage whilft they remain-

ed in it. There are perfons too, far more
blameable than either of the former forts, who
having erred without proper caution in points

of morality, are defervedly regarded with

diftruft and abhorrence, though they may be

at bottom far from being utterly abandoned;

and are dill, excepting their charadler, the

fluff proper for making very good men of

the world.

Thefe are the feveral forts of people, who
with very few exception?, have fettled the

Weft-Indies, and North America in a good

meafure. And thus have we drawn from the

rafhnefs of hot and vifionary men; the im-

prudence of youth; the corruption of bad

morals; and even from the wretchednefs and

mifery of perfons deftitute and undone, the

great fource of our wealth, our ftrength and

our power. And though this was neither the

effecft of our wifdom, nor the confequence of

our forefight; yet having happened, it may
tend to give us more wifdom and a better

forefight; for it will undoubtedly be a {land-

ing

t
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ing monitor to us, how much we ought to

cheriih the colonies we have already eftablifli-

ed, by every encouragement in our power,

and by every reafonable indulgence; and it

will be an additional fpur to make us aftive in

the acquifition of new ones. Since experi-

ence has taught us, that as there is no foil or

climate which will not fhew itfelf grateful

to culture, fo that there is no difpofition, no
charader in mankind, which may not be
turned with dextrous management to the

public advantage. Thofe rulers, who make
complaints of the temper of their people

in almoft any refpedl, ought rather to lament

their own want of genius, which blinds them
to the ufe of an inftrument purpofely put into

their hands by Providence, for effeding perhaps

the greatefl things. There are humours in

the body, which contained may be noxious to

it, yet which fent abroad are thv*; proper ma-
terials for generating new bodies. Provi-

dence, and a great minifter who (hould iuil-

tate Providence, often gain their ends by
means that feem mod contrary to them; for

earthquakes, and hurricanes, and floods, are

as necefTary to the well-being of things, as

calm and fun-fhine ; life and beauty are drawn
from death and corruption; and the mod effi-

cacious medicines are often found united with

the moft deadly poifons. This, as it is well

known, is the order of nature, and perhaps
•
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it might not unwifely be confidered, as an

example for government.

CHAP. IX.

Obfervations on taxing the colonies. On an ex*

penfive ejiablijkment there, Ohjedlions an*

fwered,

THOUGH we have drawn fuch great

advantages from our pofleffions in the

Weft-Indies, and are, even in our prefent way
of adling, likely to continue to draw ftill

more; and though we have not wholly ne-

glected the culture of that ufeful province; yet

fome will think, there are fome things yet left

undone, fome things in which our neighbours

have fet us a laudable example, and fome
others which the inconveniences vrt have felt

from the want of them demonftrate to be ne-

cefTary to ourfelves. But it is not my pur-

pofe to handle this fubje<fl in its full extent,

fince it is the wifdom and power of the legif-

lature, and not the unauthorized fpeculations

of a private man, which can efFe<5l any thing

ufeful In this way. A Weft-Indian who is

naturally warm in his temper, and not too fer-

vilely obedient to the rules ofthe bienfeance,

might find fome faults in our proceedings here,

and would perhaps rcafon in a manner not un-

kik-e the following.
'' One
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" One would think from fome inilances,

that at the diftance we are placed from the

feat of authority, we were too refliote to enjoy

its protedlion, but not to feel its weight. In-

numerable are the grievances which have op-

prefled us from our infancy, and which contri-

bute to bring on us a premature old age. Not
one of the lead evils under which our planta-

tions in the Weft-Indies groan, is the fupport

of an expenfive civil eftabiifhment, fuited ra-

ther to an eftablifhed and independent country

in the plenitude of wealth and power, than

to newly fettled colonies, to which nobody
thinks himfelf to belong as to his country, and
which flruggle with a total want of almoft all

the neceflaries and conveniencies of life. The
building and maintaining the public works
and fortifications, is a weight to which we arc

totally unequal, and the laying of which upon
our (boulders is direftly contrary to the very

purpofe for which you cultivate the colonics j

for though the produce of thefe colonies is in

general to be confidered as a luxury, yet is it of

the greateft value to you; firft, as it fupplies

you with things, which if not from us, you
mufl: certainly take from foreign nations.

Even in this view the colonies are extremely

ufeful. But there is another, and a much more
advantageous light in which you may view

them J you may confider them as they fupply

you with a commodity which you export to

other

'
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other countries, and which helps to bring the

ballance of trade in your favour.

The whole fecret of managing a foreign

market, is contained in two words, to have the

commodity ofa good kind, and to iHl it cheap
j

and the whole domeftic policy of trade con-

lifts in contriving to anfwer thefe twu en^

and principally the latter. Now, by what ma-
gic can we effedl to fell as cheap as the French

at any foreign market, when our planters pay

four and a half per cent, duty upon all the fu-

gars, which they (hip off in America, and this

after having had the fame commodity in effe(ft

heavily taxed before by the poll on the negroes

which work it, and by other impofitions, which
the planters endure according to the exigen-

cies ofthe government? when the French plan-

ter pays a very infignificant poll-tax at worft,

and not one per cent, duty upon all the fugars

he exports ; when he buys his negroes at an

caller rate than we can do j when he is more
favoured upon every occalion, and is befides of

a temper more induftrious and frugal, than is

found in our people. Befides this, upon fud-

den emergencies we run very much in debt
j

the ifland of Barbadoes at one ftroke expended

thirty thoufand pounds upon a fortification, to

fay nothing of what th'.s and what other iilands

have done in the fame way and upon fimilar

occafions ? We are in reality only your fadlors
j

you in England ought to confider yourfelves

as
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as the merchants, who fhould beat the \^holfc

expence, and (hould willingly abide by whatfo-

everlofs accrues; fince the profits arc all your

own, and (ince in the end by the courfe of

trade, the lofs too, let you take what fliift-

ing meafures you pleafe to avoid it, and to

cheat yourfelves with appearances. It is rea-

fonable thpt you fhould lay what duty you
pleafe upon what is confumed amongft your-

felves, becaufe you govern that market as you
pleafe j but what you charge, or fuffer to be

charged on the iflands, is only the price of

your own goods enhanced fo much at the fo-

reign market; there you have no exclufivc

privilege, and there you are fure to fuffer. If

that duty which is laid in England upon the

produce of our iflands, or even half of it were
expended, as in reafon it ought, for the fup-

port of our eftablifhment, wt might well be

freed from the heavy burthens which we
bear, and corvfequently might be fomewhat
upon a par with our neighbours. In 6ur pre-

fent condition, we not only pay very ample fi-

laries to our governors, but they are befides

fufFered to make the mofl they can by ma-
nagement of our weaknefs, to cheat us into

voluntary gratuities, which we have given of-

ten without a due confideration of our circum-

flances. This cuftom prompts our governors

to ufe a thoufand arts equally unbecoming
their charadler, and prejudicial to the provin-

VoL. II. 1 ces
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ces they govern. It is this which induces

them to foment thofe divifions which tear us

to pieces J and which prevent us from attend-

ing ferioufly and entirely to what will bed ad-

vance the profperity of our fettlements.

It were a tedious and difagreeable tafk, to

run through all the mifchiefs of which that

one error of fending a governor to make the

moft he can of us is the fruitful fource. The
governor, I allow, ought to have every where

a certain, reafonable, and even a genteel fala-

ry ; but then, when he has this, he ought

not to be in a condition to hope for any thing

further, and ought to confider nothing but

how he may beft perform the duty of his

office.

But I hear it objeded, that we are already

extremely chargeable to England, who fends

her troops to protedl us, and her fleets to co-

ver our trade, at a very great expence, for

which v/e ought to be contested, and even

thankful; and that it 1. un reafonable to ex-

pert (lie fliould bear every part of our burthen,

loaded as flie is with the weight of a vaft

national debt, and a mod expenflve eftablifli-

ment of her own. But to this my anfwer is

fhort, plain, and pradtical. The French do

all this. They fend armies and fleets to protect

their colonies as well as you ; but they fup-

port the efl:ablifliment in their own plantations

notwithflanding j and they are far f* om fup-

pofing
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pofing this an infupportable burthen. They
know that a little judicious expence is often

the beft oeconomy in the world, and that in

this cafe, it is only fparing their own fubjeds

in the Weft- Indies, and levying the money
laid out for their ufe upon the foreign confu-

mer. What they do, I fee no impoflibility of

our doing. They learned many of their max-
ims of trade, as well as many of the fabrics

which fupply it, from us ; I wi(h we would
learn from them in our turn. We have, in-

deed, feme years ago eafed the trade, by per*

mitting (hips from the illands to carry our

produce out diredlly to foreign markets ; but

ftill it is fo clogged, that we do not feel all

the benefit which we might expedt from a

more general and better regulated liberty.

Not to carry our enquiries further, fee what
you have gained by prohibiting us to land our

*fugars diredlly in Ireland, before they are firft

entered in an Englffh port. What was the

confequence ? why your fugars grew dear by
this loading and unloading, and pafiing back-

ward and forward. The Portuguefe offered

fugars of at leaft equal goodnefs, and at a

much more moderate price. The merchants

in Ireland would not refufe fo good an offer

out of a compliment to you, who in this ir-

ftance paid them no compliment at all j and

you cannot, for very good reafons, difpute with

the Portuguefe about it. If this has happen-

I 2 ed
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ed at home, the confcquence muft be infi-

nitely worfc abroad. But it is faid that our

failures abroad are only owing to this ; that

we have not ground enough conveniently

lituated to produce more fugars than fatisfies

the home demand. But this is far enough

from the cafe. There is in feveral of the

iflands, but there is in Jamaica in particular,

a great quantity of good land, and well enough

fituated too, if means were taken to bring it

into culture, and a choice of markets to ani-

mate the planter in the cultivation j who cer-

tainly deferves every fort of encouragement, as

he afks for nothing but to be put into fuch a

condition, as may enable him to be of more

fcrvice to his mother country."

C H A P. X.

State of the negroes in the We/l-Indtes. Danger

from them. Methods propofedfor remedy'

ing thefe abufes. The necefjity of increafmg

the whites, life of this regulation in trade,

s

IN the foregoing manner the Weft-Indian

would flate fome pa, t of what he con-

ceives to be his grievances, and thofe I be-

lieve he would be earneft enough to have

remedied. But there are other regulations,

which a perfon not concerned in their affairs

might think very proper too, but which the

Weft-Indian
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Weft-Indian would enter into with a much
greater degree of phlegm.

There are now allowed to be in our Weft-
Indies at Icaft two hundred and thirty thou-

fand negroe flaves ; and it is allowed too that

upon the higheft calculation the whites there,

in all, do not amount to ninety thoufand fouls.

This difproportion ftiews fo clearly at the

firft glance how much the colonies are endan-

gered, both from within and without ; how
much expofed to the aftaults of a foreign ene-

my, and to the infurredion of their own
flaves, (which latter circumftance in all our

iflands keeps the people in perpetual appre-

henfions) that it may be a juft caufe of fur-

prize, that no meafures whatfoever are taken

to corre<5t this dangerous irregularity.

This difproportion between the freemen
and negroes grows more vifible every day.

That enterprifing fpirit which the novelty of

the objedl and various concurrent caufes had
produced in the laft century, has decayed very

much. We have as many men indigent and
unemployed at home as we had then j but they

have not the fame fpirit and activity they had
at that time. The difpofiiion of the people

in the Weft-Indies concurs with that of our

people at home, to increafe and to perpetuate

the evil of which I complain; for they cluife

to do every thing by negroes, which can po(lU

bly be done by them ; and though they have

1 3 laws
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laws and ordinances to oblige them to keep a

certain number of white fervantsin fome pro-

portion to' their blacks, in mofl places thefe

laws are but a dead letter. They "find it more

eafy to pay the penalty when feldom it is ex-

a(fted, than to comply with the law. Their

avarice in the particulars makes them blind to

the hazards to which they expofe the fum to-

tal of their affairs. This difpolition in the

planters is now almoft grown inveterate, and

to fuch a degree, that the remedy will proba-

bly nev'er be adminiftered by themfelvesj and

if this difpofition continues, in a little time>

(which is indeed nearly the cafe already,) all

the Englifh in our colonies there will confift of

little more than a few planters and merchants
j

and the reft will be a defpicable, though a

dangerous, becaufe a numerous and difaffeded

herd of African flaves.

Indubitably the fecurlty, as well as the fo-

lid wealth of every nation, confifts principally

in the number of low and middling men of a

free condition, and that beautiful gradation

from the higheft to the loweft, where the

tranfitions all the way are almoft impercepri-

ble. To produce this ought to be the aim and

mark of every well regulated commonwealth,

and none has ever flouriflied upon other

principles. But when we confider the colo-

ny out of that independent light, and as it is

felated to Great Britain, it is ckar t lat this

iiegledt
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ncglcd is of great detriment to the mother

country; becaufe it is certain, that the con-

fumption of our commodities there would be

in a great meafure in proportion to the number
of white men; and there is nobody at all ac-

quainted with the plantations, who will not

readily allow, that when I fay one white man
takes off as much of our manufactures as three

negroes, that I eflimate his value to us at a

very low rate.

But the neceffity of having there a proper

number of whites is not only flrongly en-

forced by the confideration of the great gain

which would from thence accrue to us, but

from the vaft favings which fuch an arrange-

ment would produce. The militia of the

Weft-Indies is exceedingly well trained, fo

as to be in difcipline not very much inferior,

but in courage and fpirit beyond moft regu-

lar troops; and they really want nothing but

fufficient numbers to be able fully to defend

themfelves, and occafionally to annoy the

enemy; for both which purpofes they are

infinitely more fit by being habituated to the

climate, than raw troops, which in this part

of the world can never meet the enemy in

the field with much more than half their

complement. A lefs number of troops would
do there in all times, if this point was well

ftudied; and I may venture to fay, that the

tranfporting and comfortably providing for a

proper number of men elFedually to fecure
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our colonies, and even to make any attempt

upon them defperaie, would not have coll

the government one third part of the money,

which for thefe twenty years pad has been

expended in the tranfporting and maintaining

pf troops there, who die and wafte away
without any benefit to thcmfelves or their

country; whereas thefe fettlers, who would

fo effedually intimidate a foreign enemy, and

take away all hope of liberty from the ne-

groes, would all the while be enriching their

mother country, and paying a large interefl

for the fums (hp expended in their eflablifli-

ment.

I am confcious that many objedlions will

be made againft the very propofal, and that

many more would be flarted againft any ef-

fectual fcheme for increafing the number of

white fervants in the Weft-Indies. They are

reprefented, as of very little ufe, diforderly,

idle, drunken, and fitter to pervert the negroes,

than to be any afliftance to them in thtir bufi-

nefs. This 1 believe to be in general true;

but this is no fort of objeiflion to having them;

though it is an excellent argument for putting

them, their mafters, and the whole colony

under a better regulation. If we labour under

great inconvenicncies from the want of a police

at home, this want is infinitely more vifible

in the Weft-Indies, where for the moft part

they all live without the leaft fenfe of religion,

ii) ^ ftate of vice and debuuchery, which is

r?aily
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really deplorable to confider them as men and

chriftians, andof a very badafpedl in apolitical

light. Jf therefore it (hould be thought con-

venient by the wifdom of our government, at

any time to enter into a fcheme for peopling

thefe countries fully and properly, it will be

equally convenient at the fame time totakefuch

ftridt meafures as may preferve them from vice

and idlenefs; a thing far enough from imprac-

ticable. Whenever fuch regulations (hall take

place, they will in a good meafure anfwer

another end too, the preferving the health

and lives of the people; a point which in all

places every wife government will have very

much at heart; but which is above all necel-

fary in a colony, where the people are an in-

eftimable treaiure, and where the climate

itfelf is fufficientlv fatal.

Thefe obfcrvations principally regard Ja-
maica, the large ft and beft of our illands,

where there are prodigious trad:s of unculti-

vated land. As the rivers there are not navi-

gable, and as fugar is a bulky commodity
which cannot afford to pay for a very long

land carriage, the coafts, or only the land very

near the coafts, can be turned to that commo-
dity. But if poor people were fuMiciently

encouraged to fettle in the inland parts, ne-

cefiity would oblige them to raife cotton,

cacao, coftee, ginger, aloes, allfpice, the dying

wood.-;, and other things which require no
Vail
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vaft labour, are not fo burthcnfome in car-

riage, and which have all a fufficient demand
at home to encourage people who do not

look to great and fudden fortunes. And as

we bring all thefe, efpecially the cotton,

which is of great ufe in our manufadures,

from abroad, we might encourage the raifing

more of it by fome moderate premium. The
fame neccffity toa. ^ould oblige them to

try experiments on cochineal, and various

other things which we don't now think of,

and which the climate would not refufe. By
degrees, and with good management, they

would improve in the culture of many of

thefe articles in which they are now defec-

tive ; the careful would grow tolerably rich
j

and confiderable works of many valuable

commodities, as cacao, cochineal, and even

indigo, may be attempted with fmall capitals.

Excepting the labour, I don't know that any

of thefe require above two or three hundred

pounds to begin with. So that whilft the

great llocks, and the lands convenient to na-

vigation are employed in fugars, the fmall ca-

pitals and the inland might be enjployed in

the lefs expenfive, though not lefs ufeful arti-

cles I have mentioned; every part would

fie arifh, and agriculture would have its fhare

with the other improvements; fo that the

great number might be fubfifted at lefs ex-

pcncc than the tew are now maintained. All

this,
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this, I am confident, could be effedted for

twenty thoufand pounds, or lefs, properly laid

out; and the ifland by this means be rendered

in a fev^r years three times more beneficial to

us than it is at prcfent. By the neglect of

feme encouragement of this kind, the great

flocks, and the running into a ftaple which
required them, have by degrees devoured the

ifland. It is the nature of vaft flocks to create

a fort of monopoly; and it is the nature of

monopoly to aim at great profits from a com-
paratively little produce ; but difFufe bufinefs,

and by bringing it within the compafs of fe-

veral, you will make them fit down each

with a fmall profit, for all cannot hope a

fortune, but the joint produce of all will be

very'-K:o«^derable. Indigo was once very

greatly produced in Jamaica, and it enriched

the ifland to fo great a degree, that in the

parifh of Vere, where this drug was cultivated,

they are faid to have had no lefs than three

hundred gentlemen's coaches; a number I

do not imagine even the whole ifland exceeds

at this day; and there js great rcafon to be-

lieve, that there were many more perfons of
property in Jamaica formerly than are there

now, though perhaps they had not thofe vail

fortunes, which dazzle us in fuch a manner
St prefent,
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CHAP. xr.
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Mifery of the negroes. Great wafle of them.

Methods of preventing it, InJiruBion of ne-

groes in religion.

SINCE I have indulged myfelf fo long in

a fpecuiation, which appears to me very

material to the welfare of thefe colonies, I

fhall venture to fay fomething farther con-

cerning another part of the inhabitants, the'

it may perhaps meet no warm reception from

thofc who are the moft nearly concerned.

The negroes in our colonies endure a flave-

ry more com pleat, and attended with far

worfe circumflances, than what any people in

their condition fuffer in any other part of the

world, or have fufFered in any other period of

time. Proofs of this are not wanting. The
prodigious wafte which we experience in this

unhappy part of our fpecies, is a full and me-
lancholy evidence of this truth. The ifland

of Barbadoes, (the negroes upon which do

not amount to eighty thoufand) notwith-

Aanding all the means which they ufe to

increafe them by propagation, notwithftand-

ing that the climate is in every refped:, except

that of being more wholfome, exadly refem-

bling the climate from whence they come;

notwithflanding all this, Baibadoes lies under

a ne-
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a neceflity of an annual recruit of five thou-

fand flavcs to keep up the flock at the num-
ber I have mentioned. This prodigious fail-

lure, which is at leaft in the fame proportion

in all our iflands, (hews demonllratively that

feme uncommon and infupportable hardfliip

lies upon the negroes which wears them down
in fuch a furpnfing manner; and this, I ima-

gine, is principally the exceflive labour which
they undergo. For previoufly, I fuppofe,

that none of the inhabitants of the countries

between the tropics are capable, even in their

own climates, of near fo much labour without

great prejudice to them, as our people are in

ours. But in our plantations the blacks work
feverely for five days, without any relaxation

or intermifllon, for the benefit of the mafter,

and the other two days they are obliged to

labour for their own fubfiftence during the

reft of the week; and this, I imagine, with

the other circumftances of great feverity

which deprefs their fpirits, naturally cuts off

great numbers, as well as difqualifies thofe

who remain from fupplying this wafte by natu-

ral propagation.

The planter will fay, that if he is to allow

his negroes more recreation, and to indulge

them in more hours of abCence from their

work, he can never reimburfe himfelf for

the charge he has been at in the purchafe of

the Have, nor make the profits which induced

him

VK
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him to go to that expence. But this, though

it appears plaufible enough at lirft, becaufc

the llavcs are very dear, and bccaufe they

do not yield above ten or twelve pounds a head

annually clear profit by their labour, is not-

withftanding very fallacious. For let it be

confidered, that out of their flock of eighty

thoufand in Barbadoes, there die every year

five thoufandnegroes more than arc born in that

iiland : in efFe<^ this people is under a neceffity

of being entirely renewed every fixteen years
j

and what muft we think of the management
of a people, who far from increaling greatly,

as thofe who have no lofs by wars ought to

do, tnuft in fo (hort a fpace of time as fixteen

years, without foreign recruits, be entirely

confumed to a man ? Let us fuppofe that thefc

ilaves ftand the Barbadians in no more than

twenty pounds a head out of the fhip;

whereas, in reality, they coft a great deal

more; this makes one hundred thoufand

pounds every year, and in fixteen years one

million fix hundred thoufand pounds. A fum
really aftonllliing, and amounting to a fourth

of the value of every thing they export.

Now fuppofe, that by allowing a more mo-
derate labour, and feme other indulgences, a

great number of thefe deaths might be pre-

vented, (and many I think it is probable would

fo be prevented,) and that they could keep up

wi hin a thoufand of their flock, (and why
they
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they could entirely keep it up by fuch means,

I cannot poflibly guefs)they would fave in this

way eighty thoufand pounds every year. But
from thence we muft dedu(^ the time in

which thefe flaves have been unemployed.

I fuppofe that all reafonable indulgences might
be given of every fort for the difference of

forty thoufand pounds, which is the labour of

four thoufand flaves. This will be far from a

fmall allowance, efpecially as in this way lefs

time will be loft by ficknefs, and the furgeon

will have lefs employment. Then, after all

deductions, by behaving like good men, good

mafters, and good chriftians, the inhabitants

of this one iiland would fave forty thoufand

pounds a yearj which if inftead of being

faved, it were loft by fuch a proceeding, it

ought to be confidered as a necefTary lofs, and

borne accordingly.

This matter, though not I think before

fhewn in this fame light, fcems in itfelf ex-

tremely clear; but if it were yet clearer, there

are feveral gentlemen of the Weft-Indies who
could not comprehend it; though a waggon-
er in England will comprehend very clearly,

that if he works his horfe but moderately, and

feeds him well, he will draw more profit

from him in the end, than if he never gave

him an hour's refpite in the day from his

work, and at night turned him upon the com-
mon for his fubiift^nce. I am far from con-

tending

ill
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tending in favour of an effeminate indulgence

to thefe people. I know that they are flub-

born and intradtable for the mofl part, and

that they mud be ruled with a rod of iron.

I would have them ruled, but not cruflicd

with it. I would have a humanity exercifed

which is confident with ileadinefs. And I

think it clear from the whole courfe of hifto-

ry, that thofe nations which have behaved

with the greateft humanity to their flaves,

were always beft ferved, and ran the leaft ha-

zard from their rebellions. And I am the

more convinced of the necellity of thefe indul-

gences, as flaves certainly cannot go through

fo much work as freemen. The mind goes

a great way in every thing; and when a man
knows that his labour is for himfelf; and that

the more he labours, the more he is to acquire,

this confcionfnefs carries him through, and

fupports him beneath fatigues, under which

he otherwife would have funk.

The prejudice this faving would be to the

African trade, is I know an objedion which

to fome would appear very plaufible. But

furely, one cannot hear without horror of a

trade which mull depend for its fupport upon

the annual murder of feveral thoufands of in-

nocent men ; and indeed nothing could excufe

the flave trade at all, but the neceflity we are

under of peopling onr colonies, and the confi-

deration that the flaves we buy were in the

fame
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fame condition in Africa, either hereditary, or

taken in war. But in fa(ft, if the wafle of

thefc men fhould become lefs, the price would
fall J

then if a due order were taken the fame

demand might be kept, by the extending our

colonies, which is now produced by the ha-

vock made of the people. This is the cafe on
the continent, where though the flaves in-

creafe, there is an annual call for fevcn thou-

fand at leall.

The principal time I would have referved

for the indulgence I propofe to be granted to

the flaves, is Sunday, or the Lord's day; a

day which is profaned in a manner altogethef

fcandalous in our colonies. On this day, I

would have them' regularly attend at church;

I would have them, particularly the children,

carefully (full as carefully as any others) in-

ftrudled in the principles of religion and virtue,

and efpecially in the humility, fubmiflion and

honefly which become their condition. The
reft of the day might be devoted to innocent

recreation ; to thefe days of relaxation, and

with the fame exercifes, fliould be added fome
days in the grand feftival of Chriftmafs, Eaft-

er and Whitfuntide, and perhaps, four or five

days in the year befides. Such methods would
by degrees habituate their mafters, not to

think them a fort of beafts, and without fouls,

as fome of them do at prefent, who treat them
accordingly; and the flaves would of courfe

Vol. II, K groW
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grow more honcft, tradtable, and lefs of eye-

fervantsj unlefs the fandtions of religion, the

precepts of morality, and all the habits of an

earlyinflitutionjbeofno advantage to mankind.

Indeed I have before me an * author, if he
may be fo called, who treats the notion of

bringing the negroes to chriftianity with

contempt, and talks of it at the beft, as a

thing of indifference. But belides that he

appears to me a writer of every little judg-

ment, I cannot conceive with what face

any body, who pretends to inform the pub-

lic, can fet up as an advocate for irreligion,

barbarifm, and grofs ignorance.

CHAP. XII.

Propofalfor afort ofenfranchifement ofmulat-

toes and negroes. Dangerfrom the multitude

of houfe negroes*

IT is faid, that the law of England Is favour^

able to hberty; and fo far this obfervation

is juft, that when we had men in a fervile

condition amongft us, the law took advantage

even of negle(fls of the mailers to enfranchife

the villain; and feemed for that purpofe even

to fubtilize a little; becaufe our anceflors

judged, that freemen were the real fupport of

the kingdom. What if in our colonies we
ihould

* Okiinixon.



if eye-

n, the

;of an

inkind.

, if he
tion of

r with

b, as a

hat he

i judg-

at face

le pub-

eligion,

^3'Settlements m America.

fliould go fo far, as to find out fome medium
between libetty and abfolute flavery, in which
we might place all mulattoes after a certain

limited fervitude to the owner of the mother;

and fuch blacks, who being born in the

illands, their mafters for their good fervices

fliould think proper in fome degree to enfran-

chife? Thefe might have land allotted them,

or where that could not be fpared, fome fort

of fixed employment, from either of which
they {hould be obliged to pay a certain mode-
rate rent to the public. Whatever they

{hould acquire above this, to be the reward of

their induftry. The necefllity of paying the

rent would keep them from idlcnefsj and
whe.i men are once fet to work through

necefiity, they will not flop there j but they

will gradually ftrive for conveniencies, and
fome even for fuperfluities. All this will add

to the demand for our goods, and the colony

will be ftrengthened by the addition of fo

many men, who will have an intereft of their

own to fight for.

There is, amongft others, a very bad cuflom
in our colonies of multiplying their houfhold

flaves far beyond reafon and necefiity. It is

not uncommon for families of no very great

fortunes, to have twenty-five or thirty in the

cajDacity of menial fervants only. Thefe are

fo many hands taken from planting, to be of

no manner of ufe to the public; but they are
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infinitely the moft dangerous of the flaves;

for being at all times about our people, they

come to abate of that great reverence, which

the field negroes have for the whites, v ithout

lofing any thing of the refentment of their

condition, which is common to both. And
befides, in any infurredlion they have it more

in their power to ftrike a fudden and fatal

blow. Surely a fumptuary law might be

contrived to reftrain the number of the me-

nial flaves, as there might and ought to be

one ftri<Sly enjoining all who keep five fer-

vants, to have one white man and one white

woman amongft them, without any power of

being indulged in a contrary pradice; as it

ought to be a rule never to be broken through,

to have not only the overfeers, but even all

the drivers, white men.
The alarms we are under at the news of

any petty armament in the Weft-Indies, is a

demonftrative proof of the weaknefs of our

condition there; which is, however, fo far

from roufing us to feek any proper remedy,

that there are not v/anting of the people of

that country, many who would ufe a thoufand

pretences to prevent our taking the only

poflible means of fecuring their own pof-

feflions from danger; as the majority of men

will always be found ready to prefer feme

prefent gain to their future and more per-

manent intercfts. But the apparent and

dangerous
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dangerous progrefs of the French ought,

methinks, to roufe us from our long inac-

tion, and to animate us to enterprife fome
regulations, in a ftrain of policy far fupe-

rior to any thing I have ventured to hint,

for the intereft of the commerce, and the

honour of the councils of the Britifh nation.
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PART VIL

Britijh North America.

CHAP. I.

A general view of the Englijh dominiom in

North America,

IT is fomewhat difficult to afcertain the

bounds of the Englifli property in North
America, to the Northern and Weftern fides

i

for to the Northward, it (hould feem, that we
might extend our claims quite to the pole

itfeif, nor does any nation feem inclined to

difpute the property of this Northernmoft
country with us. France has by the treaty

of Utrecht, ceded to us Hudfon's bay, the

freights of Hudfon, and all the country bor-

dering upon that bay and thofe ftreights. If

we Ihould chufe to take our ftand upon the

Northern extremity of New Britain, or Terra

de La-
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de Labrador, and look towards the South, we
have a territory extending in that afpe<5l from

the 60th to the 31ft degree ofNorth latitude^

and confequently more than feventeen hun-
dred miles long in a direcfl line. This country

is, all the way, waflied by the Atlantic ocean

on the Eaft ; to the South it has the fmall

remains of the Spanifh Florida; but to the

Weftward, our bounds are difputed by our

enemies, and do not feem well agreed upon
amongft ourfelves. They who govern them-
felves by the charters to our colonies, run
their jurifdidlion quite acrofs the continent to

the South-Sea J others contraft our rights to

the hither banks of the Miflifippi, and take

four of the great lakes into our dominions.

But upon what grounds they have fixed upon
that river as a barrier, other than that rivers

or mountains feem to be a fpecies of natural

boundaries, I cannot determine. Others

(upon the fame grounds, I fuppofe,) have

contradted us within limits yet narrower;

they make the Apalachian mountains, the lake

Ontario, and the river St. Laurence, the moft

Weftcrly frontier of our rights in America.

The French agreeing, in fome refpedls, with

thefe latter, (or the latter rather agreeing witlv

the French, whofe maps they have for a long

time fervilely and fliamefully copied,) have

made the mountains hem us in from their

Southern commencement, to about the 44th

K 4 degree
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degree of North latitude, or thereabouts, where
this long chain terminates} then they draw
a line flanting to the North-Eaft, by which
they cut ofF a great part cf the provinces of

New York, New England, and Nova Scotia,

and leave our bounds at fuch a diftance from
the river St. Laurence, as they judge con^

venient.

This diflribution, and the military difpo-

(itions which the French have made to fup^

port it, form the principal caufe of the quar-

rel w^hich now fubfifls between the two king^

doms J and it is the iffue of this quarrel, which
mufl inftru(5t future geographers in adjufting

the boundaries of the two nations. For the

prefent, I fhall only mention what we have

fettled, without offering any opinion of my
own concerning our bounds. Our rights in

Nova Scotia have been already afcertained

and eflabliihed in a clear and cogent manner
j

but with regard to our claims in the Ohio
and MilTifippi, the rafhnefs of fome writers

in a matter which is a public concern, feems

to me very biameable. Some of them timidly

or ignorantly drawing our territories into a

very inconvenient narrownefsj whilft others

have madly claimed all North America from

fea to feai fome would give us very narrow

bounds, whilft others will hear of no bounds

at all.

Pofteritv
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Pofterity will perhaps think it unaccount-

able, that in a matter of fuch importance we
could have been fo thoughtlefs as to leave on
our back fuch a nation as France, without

determining, in any manner, even fufficiently

clear to fettle our own demands, what part of

the country was our own right, or what we
determined to leave to the difcretion of our

neighbours; or that wholly intent upon fet-

tling the fea coaft, we have never caft an eye

into the country, to difcover the necefTity of

making a barrier againft them, with a proper

force J which formerly did not need to have
been a very great one, nor to be maintained

at any g».eat expence. That cheap and
timely caution would have faved us thoufands

of lives and millions of money; but the hour

is now pafled.

In the enfuing difcourfe, I think it better

neither to confider our fettlements diredlly in

the order of the time of their eftablifliment,

nor of their advantage to the mother country,

but as they lie near one another, North and
South from New England to Carolina ; refer-

ving for the end the new fettlements on the

Northern and Southern extremities, thofe of

Nova Scotia and Georgia, and the unfet-

tied countries about Hudfon's bay.
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CHAP. IL

Firft attempts to fettle North America, Tk
rife and progrefs of the puritans, ^hey are

perfecuted hy Laud, Several fy into New
England,

WE derive our rights in America from

the difcovery of Sebaftian Cabot, who
firft made the Northern continent in 1497.

The fad: is fufficiently certain to eftablifh a

right to our fcttlements in North America:

but the particulars are not known diflindlly

enough to encourage me to enter into a detail

of his voyage. The country was in general

called Newfoundland, a name which is now

appropriated folely to an ifland upon its coaft.

It was a long time before we made any at-

tempt to fettle this country; though in this

point we were no more backward than our

neighbours, who probably did not abftain fo

long out of refpedl to our prior difcovery.

Sir Walter Raleigh (hewed the way, by plant-

ing a colony in the Southern part, which

he called Virginia. However, the fpirit of

colonization was not yet fully raifed. Men
lived at eafe in their own country, and the

new fettlement of Virginia, though drefTed up

in all the fliowy colours which eloquence

CQuld beftow upon it, gave adventurers but

little
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little encouragement. The affairs of North
j\merica were in the hands of an exclufive

company, and they profpered accordingly.

Things remained in this condition until

the latter end of the reign of James the firft.

From the commencement of the reformation

in England, two parties of proteftants fubfift-

ed amongft us ; the firft had chofen gradually

and almofl imperceptibly to recede from the

church of Rome ; foftening the lines, rather

than erafing the figure, they made but very

litde alteration in the appearances of things.

And the people feeing the exterior fo little

altered, hardly perceived the great changes

they had made in the doctrines of their

religion. The other party of a warmer
temper, had more zeal and lefs policy.

Several of them had fled from the perfe-

cution in queen Mary's days j and they re-

turned in thofe of queen Elizabeth with

minds fufficiently heated by refentment of
their fuiferings, and by the perpetual difputa-

tions which had exercifed them all the while

they were abroad, Abroad they learned an

averfion to the epifcopal order, and to religious

ceremonies of every fort; they were impreg-

nated with an high fpirit of liberty, and had a

ftrong tendency to the republican form of

government. Queen Elizabeth had enough
of the blood of Harry the eighth, to make her

impatient of an oppoiition to her will, cfpeci-

ally
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ally in matters of religion, in which fhe had an

high opinion of her own knowledge. She

advifed with the party but very little in the

alterations which fhe thought proper to make;
and difliking the notions, which they feemed

to entertain in politics, fhe kept them down
during the whole courfeof her reign with an

uniform and inflexible feveritv.

However, the party was far enough from

being deftroyed. The merit of their fuf-

ferings, the affeded plainnefs of their drefs,

the gravity of their deportment, the ufe of

fcripture phrafes upon the mofl ordinary occa-

fions, and even their names, which had fome-

thing flriking and venerable, as beingborrowed

from the old teflament, or having a fort of af-

fected relation to religious matters, gained

them a general efleem amongfl fober people

of ordinary underflandings. This party was

very numerous; and their zeal made them

vet more confiderable than their numbers.

They were commonly called puritai:s.

When king James came to the throne, he

had a veiy fair opportunity of pacifying mat-

ters ; or at worfl he might have left them in

the condition he found them ; but it happen-

ed quite otherwife. The unkingly difputation

at Hampton-court did more to encourage the

puritans to perfevere in their opinions, by the

notice which was taken of them, than all

king James's logic, as a fcholar, backed with

all
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his power as a king, could do to fupprefs

that party. They were perfecuted, but not

deftroyed; they were exafperated, and yet

left powerful; and a feverity was exerciled

towards them, which at once expofed the

weaknefs and the ill intentions of the govern-

ment.

In this ftate things continued until the ac-

ceflion of Charles, when they were far from
mending. This prince, endowed with many
great virtues, had very few amiable qualities.

As grave as the puritans themfelves, he could

never engage the licentious part of the world

in his favour; and that gravity being turned

againft the puritans, made him but the more
odious to them. He gave himfelf up entirely

to the church and churchmen; and he finifli-

ed his ill conduft in this refpedl, by conferring

the firft ecclefiaftical dignity of the kingdom,

and a great fway in temporal affairs, upon
dodtor Laud. Hardly fit to direcft a college,

he was called to govern a kingdom. He
was one of thofe indifcreet men of good inten-

tions, who are the people in the world that

make the worft figure in politics. This man
thought he did good fervice to religion by a

fcrupulous enquiry into the manner in which
the minifters every where conformed to the

regulations of the former reigns. He depriv-

ed great numbers for nonconformity. Not
fatisfied with this, in which perhaps he was

juftifiable

;.-r
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juftifiable enough, if he had managed pru-

dently, he made new regulations, and intro-

duced on a people already abhorrent of the

mod neceflary ceremonies, ceremonies of a

new kind, of a mofl ufelefs nature, and fuch as

were even ridiculous, if the ferious confequen-

ces which attended them may not intitle them

to be confidered as matters of importance.

Several great men, difgufted at the proceed-

ings ofthe court, and entertaining very reafon-

able apprehenfions for the public liberty, to

make themfelves popular, attached them-'

felves to the popular notions of religion, and

afFeded to maintain them with great zeal

Others became puritans through principle*

And now their affairs put on a refpedable ap-

pearance; in proportion as they became of

confequence, their fufferings feemed to be

more and more grievous; the feverities of

Laud raifed, not terror as formerly, but a fort

of indignant hatred ; and they became every

day further and further from liflening to the

leaft terms of agreement with furplices, or-

gans, common-prayer, or table at the Weft-

end of the church. As they who ar?^ ferious

about trifles, are ferious indeed, their lives be-

gan to grow miferable to feveral on account of

thefe ceremonies; and rather than be obliged

to fubmit to them, there was no part of the

world to which they would not have fled

with chearfulnefs.

Early
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Early in the reign of king James a number
of peribns of this perfuafion had fought re-

fuge in Holland J in which, though a coun-

try of the greated religious freedom in the

world, they did not find themfelvcs better fa-

tisfied than they had been in England. There
they were tolerated indeed, but watched;

their zeal began to have dangerous languors

for want of oppofition; and being without

power or confequence, they grew tired of the

indolent fecurity of their fandtuary ; they chofc

to remove to a place where they (hould fee no
fuperiorj and therefore they fent an agent to

England, who agreed with the council of

Plymouth for a tra<5t of land in America, with-

in their jurifdidUon, to fettle in, after they

had obtained from the king a privilege to do
fo. The Plymouth council was a company,

who by their charter had not only all the

coaft of North America from Nova Scotia to

the Southern parts of Carolina, (the whole
country being then diftinguifhed by the

names of South and North Virginia) as a

fcene for their exclufive trade ; but they had
the entire property of the foil befides.

This colony eftabliflied itfelf at a place

which they called New PlymouJi. They
were but few in number; they landed in a

bad feafon ; and they were not at all fupport-

cd but from their private funds. The winter

was premature, and terribly cold. The coun-

try
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try was all covered with wood, and afforded

very little for the refrefhment of perions fick-

ly with fuch a voyage, or for fuftenance of an

infant people. Near half of them periQiedby

the fcurvy, by want, and the feverity of the

climate; but they who furvived, not difpirit-

ed with their lofles, nor with the hardlhips

they were ftill to endure, fupported by the vi-

gour which was then the charadler of Englirti-

men, and by the fatisfadtion of finding them-

felves out of the reach of the fpiritual arm,

they reduced this favage country to yield them

a tolerable livelihood, and by degrees a com-

fortable fubfiftence.

This little eflablifhment was made in the

year 1621. Several of their brethren in

England labouring under the fame difficulties,

took the fame methods of efcaping from them.

The colony of puritans infenfibly increafed;

but as yet they had not extended themfelves

much beyond New Plymouth. It was in the

year 1629, that the colony began to flourifti

in fuch a manner, that they foon became a

confiderable people. By the clofe of the en-

fuing year they had built four towns, Salem,

Dorchefter, Charles-town, and Bofton, which

has fince become the capital of New Eng-

land. That enthufiafm which was reverfing

every thing at home, and which is fo danger-

ous in every fettled community, proved of

admirable fcrvice here. It became a principle

of
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of life and vigour, that enabled them to con-

quer all the difficulties of a favage country.

Their exa<5l and fober manners proved afub-

ftitute for a proper fubordination, and 'egular

form of government, which they had for fome
time wanted, and the want of which in fuch

a country had otherwife been felt very fe-

verely.

And now, not only they who found them-
felves uneafy at home upon a religious account,

but feveral on account of the then profitable

trade of furs and fkins, and for the fake of the

filhery, were invited to fettle in New Eng-
land. But this colony received its principal

afliftance from the difcontent of feveral great

men of the puritan party, who were its pro-

tedlors, and who entertained a defign of fet-

tling amongft them in New England, if they

fhould fail in the meafures they were purfuing

for edablifhing the liberty, and reforming the

religion of their mother country. They folli-

cited grants in New England, and were at a

great expence in fettling them. Amongft thefc

patentees, we fee the lords Brooke, Say and
Scale, the Pelhams, the Hampdens, and the

Pyms ; the names which afterwards appeared

with fo much eclat upon a greater ftage. It

was faid that fir Matthew Boynton, lir Wil-
liam Conftable, fir Arthur Haflerig, and Oliver

Cromwell were aftually upon the point of

embarking for New England 3 when arch*
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bifhop Laud, unwilling that fo many objeds

of his hatred (hould be removed out of the

reach of his power, applied for, and obtained

an order from the court to put a ftop to thefe

tranfportationsj and thus he kept forcibly

from venting itfelf that virulent humour
which he lived to fee the deftructioo of him-

felf, his order, his religion, ^is m^'ter, and

the conftitution of his country. However, he

was not able to prevail fo far as to hinder New
England from receiving vaft reinforcements,

as well of the clergy who were deprived of

their livings, or not admitted to them for non-

conformity, asoffuchof the laity who adhe-

red to their opinions.

CHAP. III.

h'

Difference in religion, divides the colony* Maf-
facbufet, Conne6iicut, Providence, Spirit

of perfecution, Perfecution of the quakers.

Difputes about grace,

THE part of New England called MafTa-

chufet's Bay, had now fettlements very

thick all along the fea fhore. Some flips from

thefe were planted in the province of Main
and New Hampfliire, being torn from the

original flock by the religious violence, which
was the chief charadteriftic of the firft fettlers

in New England. The patentees we laft

mentioned,
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mentioned, principally fettled upon the river

Connedticuti and eflablifhed a feparate and
independent government there : fome perfons

having before that fixed themfelves upon the

borders of this river, who fled fom the tyranny

arifing from the religious differences v^hich

were moulded into the firfl principles of the

Plymouth and Maflachufet*s colonies.

For a condderable time the people of New
England had hardly any that deferved the

name of a regular form of government. The
court took very little care of them. By their

charter they were empowerd to eftablilh fuch

an order, and to make fuch laws as they pleaf-

ed, provided they were not contrary to the

laws of England. A point not eafily fettled,

neither was there any means appointed for

fettling it. As they who compofed the new
colonies were generally perfons of a contradl-

ed way of thinking, and moft violent enthufi-

afts, they imitated the Jewifh polity in almoft

all rcfpeifts; and adopted the books of Mofes
as the law of the land. The firft laws which
they made were grounded upon them, and

were therefore very ill fuited to the cufloms,

genius, or circumftances of that country, and

of thofe times } for which reafon they have
Unce fallen into difufe.

As to religion, it was, as 1 have faid, the

puritan. In England this could hardly be

Iconfidered as a formed fe6t at the time of
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their emigration, fince feveral who had re-

ceived epifcopal ordination were reckoned to

belong to it. But as foon as they found them-

felves at hberty in America, they fell into a

way very little different from the independent

mode. Every pariih was fovereign with-

in itfelf. Synods indeed were occafionally

called, but they ferved only to prepare and

digeft matters, which were to receive their

fandtion from the approbation of the feveral

churches. The fynods could exercife no

branch of ecclefiaftical jurifdidlion, either as

to dodlrine or to difcipline. They had no

power of excommunication. They could only

refufe to hold communion with thofe whofe

principles and practices they difliked. The
magiftrates aflifted in thofe fynods, not only

to hear, but to deliberate and determine.

From fuch a form as this, great religious free-

dom might, one would have imagined, be well

cxpedled. But the truth is, they had no

idea at all of fuch a freedom. The very

doftrine of any fort of toleration was fo

odious to the greater part, that one of the firft

perfecutions fet up here, was againft a fmall

party which arofe amongft themfelves, who
were hardy enough to maintain, that the civil

magiftrate had no lawful power to ufe com-
pulfory mcafures in affairs of religion. After

harrafTing thefe people by all the vexatious

ways imaginable, they obliged them to fiy out

of



Settlements in America. 149

of their jurifdidlion. Thefe emigrants fet-

tled themfelves to the Southward, near Cape
Cod, where they formed a new government

upon their own principles, and built a town,

which they called Providence. This has fince

made the fourth and fmalleft, but not the

vvorfl: inhabited of the New England govern-

ments, called Rhode Ifland, from an ifland of

that name which forms a part of it. As a

perfecution gave rife to the firft fettlement of

New England, fo a fubfequent perfecution in

this colony gave rife to new colonies, and this

facilitated the fpreading of the people over

the country.

If men, merely for the moderation of their

fentiments, were expofed to fuch fevere treat-

ment, it was not fo be expecfted that others

(hould efcape unpunifhed. The very firft

colony had hardly fet fet its foot in America,

when difcovering that fome amongfl: them
were falfe brethren, and ventured to make
ufe of the common prayer, they found means
of making the country fo uneafy to them,

that they were glad to fly back to England.

As foon as thev beojan to think of makino:

laws, I find no lefs than five about matters of

religion; all contrived, and not only con-

trived, but executed in fome refpeds with fo

much rigour, that the perfecution which
drove the puritans out of England, might be

confidered as great lenity and indulgence in

L 3
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the comparifon. For in the firft of thefe

laws, they deprive every one who does not

communicate with their eftablifhed church, of

the right to his freedom, or a vote in the

eledion of any of their magiftrates. In the

fecond, they fentence to banifliment any who
fhould oppofe the fourth commandment, or

deny the validity of infant baptifm, or the

authority of magiftrates. In the third, they

condemn quakers to bani(hment, and make it

capital for them to return j and not flopping

at the offenders, they lay heavy fines upon

all who fhould bring them into the province,

or even harbour them for an hour. In the

fourth they provide banifliment, and death in

cafe of return, for jefuits and Popifh priefls

of every denomination. In the fifth they de-

cree death to any who fhall worfliip images,

After they had provided fuch a complete code

of perfecution, they were not long without op-

portunities of reading bloody ledlures upon it.

The quakers, warmed with that fpirit which

animates the beginning of moft feds, had

fpread their dofVrines all over the Britiih do-

minions in Europe, and began at laft to fpread

them with equal ^leal in America. The
clergy and the magiftrates in New England

took the alarm; they fcized upon fome of

thofe people, they fet them in the ftocks and

in the pillory without effedl; they fcourged,

they imprifoned, they bi^niflied them; they

treated
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treated all thofe who feemed to commiferate

their fufFerings with great rigour j but their

perfecution had no other elTedt than to in-

flame their own cruelty and the zeal of the

fufFerers. The conftancy of the quakers

under their fufFerings begot a pity and efleem

for their perfons, and an approbation of their

dodlrines; their profelytes increafed; the

quakers returned as faft as they were banifhed;

and the fury of the ruling party was raifed to

fuch a height, that they proceeded to the nrioft

fangainary extremities. Upon the law they

had made, they feized at different times upon
five of thofe who had returned from banifh-

ment, condemned and hanged them. It is

unknown how far their madnefs had extend-

ed, if an order from the king and council in

England about the year 1661 had not inter-

pofed to reftrain them.

It is a tafk not very agreeable to infift upon
fuch matters j but in reality, thingsof this nature

form the greateft part of the hiftory of New
England, for a long time. They perfecuted

the anabaptiflii, who were no inconfiderable

body amongft them, with almoft an equal fe-

verity. In (hort, this people, who in England
could not bear being chailifed with rods, had
no fooner got free from their fetters than

they fcourged their fellow refugees with fcor-

pions; though the abfurdity, as well as the

1/ 4 injuftice
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ii^jurtice of fuch a proceeding in them, might
flare them in the face

!

One may obferve, that menof allperfuafions

con line the word perfecution, and all the ill

ideas of injuflice and violence which belong

to it, folely to thofe feverities which are exer-

cifed upon themfelves, or upon the party they

arc inclined to favour. Whatever is inflidled

upon others, is a juft punifhment upon obfti-

nate impiety, and not a reflraint upon con-

fcientious differences. The perfecution we
have ourfelves fuffered, is a good ground for

retaliation againft an old enemy; and if one

of our friends and fellow fufferers (hould

prove fo wicked as to quit our caufe, and

weaken it by his dilTention, he deferves to be

puniflied yet more than the old enemy him-
felf. Befides this, the zealous never fail to

draw political inferences from religious tenets,

by which they intereft the magirtrate in the

difpute; and then to the heat of a religious

fervour is added the fury of a party zeal. All

intercourfe is cut off between the parties.

They lofe all knowledge of each other, tho'

countrymen and neighbours, and are there-

fore ralily impofcd upon with the moft ab-

furd llories concerning each other's opinions

and pradices. They judge of the hatred ot'

tlie adverfe fide by their own. Then fear is

added to their hatred; and preventive injuries

arife
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arife from their fear. The remembrance of

the pad, the dread of the future, the prefent

ill, will join together to urge them forward to

the moft violent courfes.

Such is the manner of proceeding of re-

ligious parties towards each other; and in this

refpedl the New England people are not worfe

than the reft cf mankind, nor was their feve-

rity any juft matter of refledlion upon that

mode of religion which they profefs. No
religion whatfoever, true or falfe, can excufe

its own members, or accufe thofe of any other

upon the fcore ofperfecution. The principles

which give rife to it are common to all man-
kind, and they influence them as they are

men, and not as they belong to this or that

perfuafion. In all perfuafions the bigots are

perfecutorsj the men of a cool and reafonablc

piety are favourers of toleration; becaufe the

former fort of men not taking the pains to be

acquainted with the grounds of their adver-

faries tenets, conceive them to be fo abfurd

and monftrous, that no man of fenfe can

give into them in good earneft. For which
reafon they are convinced that fome oblique

bad motive induces them to pretend to the

belief of fuch do(5trInes, and to the maintain-

ing of them with obftinacy. This is a very

general principle in all religious differences,

and it is the corner ftone of all perfecution.

Belides
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Befides the difputes with thofe of another

denomination, the independents were for a

long time harrafled with one in the bowels of

their own churches. The ftale difpute about

grace and works produced diflentions, riots,

and almoft a civil war in the colony. The
famous Sir Henry Vane the younger, an en-

thufiaftic, giddy, turbulent man, of a no very

good difpofition, came hither with fome of

the adventurers; and rather than remain idle,

play'd at fmall games in New England, where

the people had chofen him governor. It is

not hard to conceive, how fuch a man, at the

head of fuch a people, and engaged in fuch

controverfy, could throw every thing into con-

fufion. In the very height of this hopeful

difpute they had a war upon their hands with

fome of the Indian nations. Their country

Was terribly harralTed, and numbers were

every day murdered by the incurfions of the

enemy. All this time they had an army in

readinefs for adlion, which they would not

fuffer to march even to defend their own
lives and pofleflions, becaufe " many of the

" officers and foldiers were under a covenant

** of works."

CHAP.
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CHAP. IV.

fhe witchcraft delufion. Great cruelties, T^he

madnefs ends in the accufation of the magi'^

ftrates. RefieSiions,

WHEN the New England puritans be-

gan to bieathe a little from thefe dlf-

fentions, and had their hands tied up from
perfecuting the quakers and anabaptifls, they

fell not long after into another madnefs of a
yet more extraordinary and dangerous kind*

which, like fome epidemical difeafe> ran

through the whole country, and which is

perhaps one of the moft extraordinary delu-

fion s recorded in hiftory. This tragedy began

ia the year 1692.

There is a town In New England, which
they fanatically called Salem. One Paris was
the minifter there. He had two daughters

troubled with convulfions; which being at-

tended with fome of thofe extraordinary ap-

pearances, not unfrequent in fuch diforders, he
imagined they were bewitched. As foon as

he concluded upon witchcraft as the caufe of

the diilemper, the next enquiry was how to

find out the perfon who had bewitched them.

He cafthis eyes upon an Indian fervant woman
of his own, whom he frequently beat, aud

ulcd her with fuch fcverity, that (he at lafl

confefled

)
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confefl'ed herfelf the witch, and was commit-
ted to goal, where (lie lay for a long time.

The imaginations of the people were not

yet Tufficiently heated to make a very formal

bufinefs of thisj therefore they were content

to difcharge her from prifon after a lo'->g

confinement, and to fell her as a flave for

her fees.

However, a^ this example fet the difcourfe

about witchcraft afloat, fome people, troubled

with a fimilar complaint, began to fancy them-

felves bewitched too. Perfons in an ill ftate

of health are naturally fond of finding out

caufes for their diftempersj cfpecially fuch as

are extraordinary, and call the eyes of the

public upon them. There was perhaps fome-

thing of malice in the afl^air befides. For one

of the firft objeds whom they fixed upon was

Mr. Burroughs, a gentleman who had former-

ly been minifter of Salem j but upon fome of

the religious difputes which divided the coun-

try, he differed with his flock, and left them.

This man was tried with two others for

witchcraft by « fpecial commiflion of oyer

and terminer, direc'ted to fome of the gentle-

men of the bell fortunes, and reputed to be of

the befl: under (landings in the country. Before

thefe judges, a piece of evidence was delivered,

the molt weak and childifh, the moft repug-

nant to itfelf, and to common fenfe, that per-

haps ever was known upon any ferious occa-

fion.
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fion. Yet by thofe judges, Upon that evidence,

and the verdidt founded upon it, this minifter,

a man of a moft unexceptionable character,

and two others, men irreproachable in their

lives, were fentenced to die, and accord-

ingly hanged. Then thefe vidims of the

popular madnefs were flript naked, and their

bodies thrown into a pit, half covered with

earth, and left to the difcretion of birds and

wild beafts. Upon the fame evidence in a

little time after lixteen more fufFered death,

the greateft part of them dying in the moft

exemplary fentiments of piety, and with the

ftrongeft profeflions of their innocence. One
man refuling to plead, fufFered in the cruel

manner the law directs on that occafion, by a

flow prefTure to death.

The imaginations of the people, powerfully

affedled by thefe (hocking examples, turned

upon nothing but the moft gloomy and horrid

ideas. The moft ordinary and innocent

adtions were metamorphofed into magical

ceremonies, and the fury of the people aug-

mented in proportion as this gloom of imagi-

nation increafed. The flame fpread with rage

and rapidity into every part of the country.

Neither the tenderncfs of youth, nor the

infirmity of age, nor the honour of the fex,

nor the facrednefs of the miniftry, nor the re-

fpedlable condition of fortune or chara«fter,

was the leaft protedion. Children of eleven

years

'
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years old were taken up for forceries. The
women were ftripped in the moft ihame-

ful manner to fearch them for magical teats.

The fqorb'jtic ftains common on the ikins of

old perfons, were called the devil's pinches.

This was indifputable evidence againft them.

As fuch they admitted every idle flying re-

port, and even flories of ghofts, which they

honoured with a name, not found in our law

books. They called them Spe&ral Evidence.

What thefe extraordinary teftimonies want-

ed was compleated by the torture 5 by which

a number of thefe unhappy vidlims were

driven to confefs whatever their tormentors

thought proper to diftate to them. Some
women owned they had been lain with by

the devil, and other things equally ridiculous

and abominable.

It is not difficult tc imagine the deplorable

ilate of this province, when all mens lives de-

pended upon the caprice and folly of difeafed

and diftra(^ed minds; when revenge and

malice had a full opportunity of wreaking

themfelves in a moft dreadful and bloody

manner, by an inftrument that was always

in resdinef^, and to which the public phren-

iy gave a certain and dangerous effedl. What
was a yet worfe circumftance, the wretchesi

who fufFered the torture, being not more pref-

fed to own themfelves guilty than to difco-

ver their adbciates and accomplices, unable

to
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to give any real account, named people at

random, who were immediatel)r^aken up,

and treated in the fame cruel manner upon this

extorted evidence. An univerfal terror and

conflernation feized upon all. Some prevent-

ed accufation, and charged themfelves with

witchcraft, and fo efcaped death. Others

fled the province j and many more were pre-

paring to fly. The prifons were crouded;

people were executed daily; yet the rage of

the accufers were was as frefh as ever, and the

number of the witches and the bewitch-

ed increafed every hour. A magiflrate

who had committed forty perfons for this

crime, fatigued with fo difagreeable an em-
ployment, and afliamed of the (hare he had
in it, refufed to grant any more warrants. He
was himfelf immediately accufed of forcery;

and thought himfelf happy in leaving his fa-

mily and fortune, and efcaping with life out

of the province. A jury ftruck with the af-

fedting manner, and the folcmn afTuranccs of

innocence of a woman brought before them,

'

ventured to acquit her, but the judges fent

them in again j and in an imperious manner
forced them to find the woman guilty, and

ftie was hanged immediately.

The magiftrates and minifters, whofe pru-

'dcncc ought to have been employed in heal-

ing this diftemper, and aflbaging its fury,

threw in new combuilible matter. They
encouraged

• ,
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€ncouraged#the accufers j they aflifted at the

examinatiAs, and they extorted the confef-

fions of witches. None fignalized their zeal

more upon this occafion than Sir William

Phips the governor, a New England man, of

the lowed birth, and yet meaner education
j

who having raifed a fudden fortune by a lucky

accident, was knighted, and afterwards made

governor of the province. Dod:or Encreafe

Mather, and Dodor Cotton Mather, the

pillars of the New England church, were

equally fanguine- Several of the moft popu-

lar miniflers after twenty executions had been

made, addreffed Sir William Phips vith

thanks for what he had done, and with ex-

hortations to proceed in fo laudable a work.

The accufers encouraged in this manner did

not know where to ftop, nor how to proceed.

Tliey were at a lofs for dbjedts. They began

at hfl to accufe the judges themfelves. What
was worfe, the neareft relations of Mr. En-

creafe 'Mather were involved, and witchcraft

A began even to approach the governor's own
' family. It was now high time to give things

another turn. The accufers were difcou-

raged by authority. One hundred and fifty

.J who lay in prifon, were difcharged. Two
..hundred more were under accuiationj they

were palled over; and thofe who had receiv-

ed fentence of death, were reprieved, and li

due time pardonud. A few cool moments

filewed

;
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fhewed them the grofs and ftypid error

that had carried them away, anownich was
utterly invifible to them all the while they

were engaged in this ftrange profecution.

They grew heartily afliamed of what they had

done. But what was infinitely mortifying,

the quakers took occafion to attribute all this

mifchief to a judgment on them for their

perfecution. A general fart was appointed

;

praying God to pardon all the errors of his

fervants and people in a late tragedy, raifed

amongft them by Satan and his inftruments.

This was the laft paroxifm of the puritanic

enthufialrn in New England. This violent

fit carried ofFfo much of that humour, that

the people there are now grown fomewhat
like the reft of mankind in their manners, and

have much abated of their perfecuting fpirit.

It is not an incurious fpeculation to confi-

der thefe remarkable fallies of the huinan

mind, out of its ordinary courfe. Whole na-

tions are often carried away by what would
never influence one man of fcnfe. The caufe %
is originally weak, and to be fupprefTed with-

out great difficulty; but then its weaknefs

prevents any fnfpicion of the mifchief, until

it is too late to think of fupprefling it at all.

In fuch cafes the more weak, improbable, and

inconfiftent any ftory is, the more powerful

and general is its effe(5l, being helped on by

defign in fome, by folly in others, and kept up

Vol. II.
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by contagion in all. The more extraordinary

the deiign, the more dreadful the crime, the

lefs we examine into the proofs. The charge

and the evidence of fome things is the fame.

However, in fomc time the minds of people

cool, and they are aflonifhed how they ever

came to be fo afifeded.

CHAP. V.

The fituation^ climate^ ^c. of New England.

Indian corn defcribed. Cattle of New Eng-

land.

THE events in the hiftory ofNew Eng-

land, their difputes with their gover-

nors, the variations in their charters, and

their wars with the Indians afford very litde

ufeful or agreeable matter. In their wars

there was very little condudt ihewnj and

though they prevailed in the end, in a man-

xier to the extirpation of that race of people,

'H yet the Indians had always great advantages in

the beginning; and the meafures of the Eng-

li(h to oppofe them, were generally inj udicioully

taken. Their manner too of treating them in

the beginning was fo indifcreet (for it was in

ger v?l no worfe) as to provoke them as much
to c! Dfe wars, as the French influence has

done fince that time.

The
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Th( 'hich ill New Encland,e country which we call i\ew ungland,

is in length fomething lefs than three hundred

miles; at the broadclt part it is about two hun-
dred, if we carry it on to thofe tradts which
are poflbfled by the French ; but if we regard

the part wc have fettled, in general, it does

not extend any where much above fixty

miles from the fea coaft.

This country lies between the 41 ft and
45th degrees of North latitude. Though
it is fituated almolT: ten degrees nearer the

fun than we are in England, yet the winter

begiiis earlier, lads longer, and is incom-
parably more fevcre than it is with us. The
fummer again is extremely hot, and more fer-

vently fo than in places which lie under the

fame parallels in Europe. However, both

the heat and the cold are now iar more mo-
derate, and the conftitution of the air in all

refpedts far better than our people found it at

their firft fettlement. I'Ke clearing away the

woods, and the opf^ning tlic g ound every

Vv'here, has, by giving a free paflage to the air,

carried ofF thofe noxious vaonirb which were
fo prejudicial to the healfh of tiic iiiil inhabi-

tants,, The temper of tne fivy is generally

both in fummer and in winter very fteady and

ferene. Two months frequently pafs without

the appearance of a cloud. Their rains are

heavy and foon over.

M z The
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The foil of New England is various, but

befl: as you approach the Southward. It

affords excellent meadows in the low grounds,

and very good pafture almoft every where.

They commonly allot at the rate of two acres

to the maintenance of a cow. The meadows
which they reckon the beft, yield about

a ton of hay by the acre. Some produce

two tons, 'it the hay is rank and four. This

country it not very favourable to any of the

European kinds of grain. The wheat is fub-

jedt to be blaftedj the barley is an hungry

grain, and the oats are lean and chaffy But

the Indian corn, which makes the general

food of the lowed fort of people, flouriflies

here. This, as it is a fpecies of grain not fo

univerfally known in England, and as it is

that of all others which yields the greateft

increafe, I {hall give a fhort defcription of it.

This plant, which the native Americans

call the weachin , is known in forne of the South-

ern parts of America by the name of maize.

The ear is about a fpan in length, confiding of

eight rows of the corn, or more, according to

tlie goodnefs of the ground, with about thirty

grains in each row. On the top of the grain

hangs a fort of flower, not unlike a tafTel of

filk, of various colours, white, blue, greenifli,

black, fpeckled, ftriped, which gives this

corn as it grows a very beautiful appearance.

The grain is of all ihe colours which prevail

in
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ia the flower, but moft frequently yellow and

white. The ftalks grow fix or eight feet high,

and are of a confiderable ihicknefs. They
are lefs high in New England, and other

Northern countries, than in Virginia and

thofe which lie more to the Southward. They
are jointed like a cane, and at each of thefe

joints fhoot out a number of leaves like flags,

that make very good fodder for the cattle.

The ftalk is full of a juice, of which a fyrup

as fweet as fugar has been frequently made.

This grain is generally fowed in litde

fquares, and requires a very attentive cultiva-

tion. The ground in which it flourifhes mofl

is light and fandy, with a fmall intermixture

of loam. About a peck of feed is fufficient for

an acre, which at a medium produces about

twenty-five bufhels. The New England peo-

ple not only make bread of this grain, but

they malt and brew it into a beer, which is not

contemptible. However, the greater part of

their beer is made of molafl'es, hopped ; with

the addition fometimes of the tops of the

fpruce fir infufed.

They raife in New England, befides this and

other fpecies of grain, a large quantity of flax,

and have made efl^ays upon hemp, that have

been far from unfuccefsful. An acre of their

Cow-pen land produces about a ton of this

commodity; butthe land is pretty foonexhaull-

ed. This plant probably requires a climate

M 3 more
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more uniformly warm than New England j for

though the greater part ofour hemp is brought

to us from Northern ports, yet it is in the

more Southerly provinces of Ruflia, that the

bed which comes to our market is produced.

Their horned cattle arc very numerous in

New England, and fome of them very large.

Oxen have been killed there of eighteen hun-

dred weight, n >gs likewife are numerous,

and particularly excellent i and fome fo large

as to weigh twenty-five fcore. They have

befides, a breed of fmall horfes, which are ex-

tremely hardy. They pace naturally, though

in no very graceful or eafy manner, but with

fuch fwiftnefs, and for fo long a continuance,

as muft appear almofl incredible to thofe

who have not experienced it. They have a

great number of iliecp too, and of a good kind.

The wool is of a ftaple fufliciendy long, but it

is not near fo fine as that of England. How-
ever, they manufadure a great deal of it very

fuccefjfuUy. 1 have feen cloths made there,

which were of as clofe anu firm a contexture,

tho' not fo fine, as our belT: drabs; they were

thick, and, as tar as I could judge, fuperior for

the ordinary Vvcar of country people, to any

thing we make in England.

C II A 1\
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CHAP. VI.

People of New England. Their numbers. Hif-

tory of the charters of the colonies here, and
thejorfciture oj fame,

THERE are in this country many gen-

tlemen of confiderable landed eftates,

which they let to fiirmers, or manage by their

ftewards or overfeersj but the greater part of

the people is compofed of a fubftantial yeo-

manry who cultivate their own freeholds,

without a dependence upon any but Provi-

dence and their own induftry. Thefe free-

holds generally pafs to their children in the

way of gavelkind ; which keeps them from
being almofl: ever able to emerge out of their

original happy mediocrity. This manner of

inheriting has here an additional good effedt.

It makes the people the more ready to go back-

ward into the uncultivated parts of the coun-

try, where land is to be had at an eafy rate and

in larger portions. The people by their being

generally freeholders, and by their form ofgo-

vernment, haveavery free, bold, and republican

fpirit. In no part of the world are the ordinary

fort fo independent, or poflefs fo many of the

conveniencies of lifej they are ufed from
their infancy to the exercife of arms; and

they have a militia, which for a militia is by

M 4 no
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no means contemptible; and certainly if thefe

men were fomewhat more regu'arly trained,

and in better fubordination, it would be im-

poffible to find in any country, or in any time

ancient or modern, an army better conftituted

than that which New England can furnifli.

This too is much the beft peopled of any of

our colonies upon the continent. It is judged

that the four provinces which it comprifes,

contain about three hundred and fifty thou-

fand fouls, including a very fmall number of

blacks and Indians; the reft are whites.

Douglafs, who feems to be well informed in

this point, proportions them as follow,

MafTachufets bay.
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and of making fuch laws as they thought pro-

per, without fending them home for the ap-

probation of the crown. But being accufcd

of having abufed this freedom, in the latter

end of the reign of Charles the fecond, they

were deprived of it by a judgment in a quo

warranto in the king's bench in England.

They remained from that time to the revo-

lution without any charter. Some time after

the revolution they received a new one, which
though very favourable, was much interior to

the extenfive privileges of the former charter,

which indeed were too extenfive for a colo-

ny, and what left little more than a nominal

dependence on the mother country, and the

crown itfelf. But now, the governor, lieu-

tenant governor, and the chief places of the

law and in the revenue, are in the difpolal of

the crown J fo is the militia-, and tho' the coun-

cil is chofen by the reprefentatives of the people,

yet the governor has a negative which gives

him an influence, fufficicnt to preferve the

prerogative entire. Appeals for fums above

three hundred pounds are admitted to the

king and council, and all laws pafled here

muft be remitted to England; where if they

do not receive a negative from the crown in

three years, they are to be confideredas valid,

and are to have the effe^fl of laws; which they

ire to have likewife until the time that the

king's refolution is known. But one point

has

r Ff
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An Account of the European

has been long and refolutely difputed in this

colony; the grant of a certain falary to their

governor. Many attempts have been made to

induce them to this meafure; but to no efFedt.

They tliink a dependence on the people for

his falary the mofi: efFe(flual method of re-

Itraining the governor from any unpopular

a^ts. To the MafTachufets government is

united the ancient colony of Plymouth, and

the territory which is called Main.
The colony of Connecticut, which lies

vipon a river of the fame name to the South

of this province, has preferved its ancient

privileges, which are now as confiderable as

thofe of MafTachufets were formerly. At the

time that the charterof the former was attack-

ed, that of this government was threatened

with the fame fate. But they agreed to fub-

mit to the king's pleafure; therefore, no

judgment v^as given againft themj and being

found in this condition at the revolution, it

was judged that they were in full pofTeflion

of their old charter, and have fo continued

ever fince.

The third and fmalleft of the provinces

which compofe New England, is Rhode
Kland. This confifts of a fmall illand of that

name, and the old plantation of Providence.

Thefe united plantations had a charter the fame

with that of Conned:icut, and they have

preferved it by the fame method. In this

province
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province is an unlimited freedom of religion,

agreeable to the firft principles of its founda-

tion ; and though very fmall, it is from thence

extremely well peopled.

New Hampshire, the fourth province, is

niuch the largeft of them all; but not inha-

bited in proportion. This is more Northerly

for the greater part than any of the reft. It

is a royal government; that is, the crown has

the nomination of all the officers of juftice

and of the militia, and the appointment of the

council.

CHAP. VII.

Bofton, its harbour. I'rade, Ship-building,

Dijiillery, Foreign traffic, RefleBiom on

the fcheme of limiting it. Declenjion of the

trade of New England.

THERE is not one of our fettlements

which can be compared in the abun-

dance of people, the number of confiderable

and trading towns, and the manufadlures that

are carried on in them, to New England.

The moft populous and flourifhing parts of

the mother country hardly make a better ap-

pearance. Our provinces to the Southward
on this continent are lecommendable for the

generous warmth of the climatf^, and a luxu-

riance of foil which naturally throws up avaft

variety

I>'Ph,.

i^'

rr

iii''':



' 'I

i

172 ^f« Account of the European

variety of beautiful and rich vegetable produc-

tions ; but New England is the firft in Ame-
rica, for cultivation, for the number of people,

and for the order which refults from both.

Though there are in all the provinces of

New England large towns which drive a con-

fiderabie trade, the only one which can de-

ferve to be much infifled upon in a defign

like ours, is Boftonj the capital of Maflachu-

fets bay, the firft city of New England, and

of all North America. This city is fituated

on a peninfula, at the bottom of a fine capaci-

ous and fafe harbour, which is defended from

the outrages of the fea, by a number of iflands,

and rocks which appear above water. It is

entered but by one fafe palTage ; and that is

narrow, and covered by the cannon of a regu-

lar and very ftrong fortrefs. The harbour is

more than fufficient for the great number of

vefTels, which carry on the extenfive trade of

Bofton. At the bottom of the bay is a noble

pier, near .two thoufand feet in length, along

which on the North fido extends a row of

warehoufes. The head of this pier joins the

principal ftreet of the town, which is, like

moil of the others, fpacious and well built.

The town lies at the bottom of the harbour,

and forms a very agreeable view. It has a

town houfe, where the courts aieet, and the

exchange is kept, large, and of a very tolerable

tafte of architefture. Hound the exchange,

are
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are a great number of well furniflied bookfel-

lers (hops, which find employment for five

printing prefles. There are ten churches

within this town; and it contains at lead

twenty thoufand inhabitants.

That we may be enabled to form fome
judgment of the wealth of this city, we muft
obferve that from Chriftmas 1747, to Chrifl-

mas 1748, five hundred vefTels cleared out,

from this port only, for a foreign trade ; and
four hundred and thirty were entered inwards;

to fay nothing of coafting and fifhing vefTels,

both of which are extremely numerous, and

faid to be equal in number to the others. In-

deed the trade of New England is great, as it

fupplies a large quantity of goods from within

itfelf J but it is yet greater, as the people of

this country are in a manner the carriers for

all the colonies of North America and the

Weft-Indies, and even for fome parts of Eu-
rope. They may be confidered in this re-

fpedt as the Dutch of America.

The commodities which the country yields

are principally mafts and yards, for which
they contradl largely with the royal navy;

pitch, tar and turpentine; ftaves, lumber,

boards; all forts of provifions, beef, pork, but-

ter and cheefe, in large quantities; horfes

and live cattle; Indian corn and pcafe; cyder,

apples, hemp and flax. Their peltry trade is

not very coniiderable. They have a very noble

cod

I !
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cod fifliery upon their coaft, which employs a

vaft number of their people; they are ena-

bled by this to export annually above thirty-

two thoufand quintals of choice cod fifli, to

Spain, Italy, and the Mediterranean, and

about nineteen thoufand quintals of the refufe

fort to the Well-Indies, as food for the negroes.

The quantity of fpirits, which they diftil in

Boflon from the molafles they bring in from

all parts of the Weft-Indies, is as furprifing

as the cheap rate at which they vend it,

which is under two (hillings a gallon. With
this they fupply almod all the confumption

of our colonies in North America, the Indi-

an trade there, the vaft demands of their own
and the Newfoundland fifhery, and in great

meafure thofe of the African trade; but

they are more famous for the quantity and

cheapnefs, than for the excellency of their

rum.

They are almoft the only one of our colo-

nies which have much of the woollen and

hnen manufadures. Of the former they

have nearly as much as fuffices for their own
cloathing. It is a clofe and ftrong, but a

coarfe Ihibborn fort of cloth. A number of

prefbyterians from the North of Ireland, driv-

en thence, as it is fiid, by the feverity oftheir

landlords, from an affinity in religious fenti-

ments chofe New England as their place of

refuge. Thofe people brought w^ith them

their
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their fkill in the lintii manufliclurcs, and
meeting very large encouragement, they exer-

cifed it to the great advantage of this colony.

At prefent they make large quantities, and of

a very good kindj their principal fettlement

is in a tov^^n, which in compliment to them is

called Londonderry. Hats are made in New
England which in a clandeftine way find a

good vent in all the other colonies. The fet-

ting up thefe manufadures has been in a

great meafure a matter neceffary to them; for

as they have not been properly encouraged

in fome ftaple commodity, by which they

might communicate with their mother coun-

try, while they were cut off from all other

refources, they muft either have abandoned

the country, or have found means ofemploy-

ing their own fkill and induftry to draw out

of it the neceffaries of life. The fame ne-

ceffity, together with their convenience for

building and manning (hips, has made them
the carriers for the other colonies,

The bufinefs of (hip-building is one of the

mod confiderable which Bofton or the other

fea-port towns in New England carry on.

Ships are fometimes built here upon commif-
fion; but frequently, the merchants of New
England have them conftrufted upon their

own account; and loading :hem v/ith the pro-

duce of the colony, naval flores, filli, and fiih-

oil principally, they fend them out upon a tra-
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ding voyage to Spain, Portugal, or the Medi-

terranean, where having difpofed of their

cargo they make what advantage they can by

freight, until fuch time as they can fell the veflel

herfelf to advantage, which they feldom fail

to do in a reafonable time. They receive the

value of the vefTel, as well as of the freight of

the goods, which from time to time they car-

ried, and of the cargo with which they failed

originally, in bills of exchange upon London
j

for as the people of New England have no

commodity to return for the value of above

a hundred thoufand pounds, which they take

in various forts of goods from England, but

fome naval ftores, and thofe in no great quan-

tities, they are obliged to keep the ballance

fomewhat even by this circuitous commerce,

which though not carried on with Great Britain

nor with Britifli veffels, yet centers in its pro-

fits, where all the money which the colonies

can make in any manner, muft center at lad.

I know that complaints have been made
of this trade, principally becaufe the people of

New England, not fatisfied with carrying out

their own produce, become carriers for the

other colonies, particularly for Virginia and

Maryland, from whom they take tobacco,

which, in contempt of the adt of navigation,

they carry diredly to the foreign market.

Where, not having the duty and accumulated

charges to which the Britifh merchant is liable

to
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to pay, the}^ in a manner wholly out him of
the trade. Again, our fugar colonies com-
plain as loudly, that the vafl: trade which
New England drives in lumber, live flock

and provifions with the French and Dutch
fugar iflands, particularly with the former,

enables thefe iflands, together with the inter-

nal advantages they polTefs, greatly to under-

fell the Englifli plantations. That the returns

which the people of New England make
from thefe iflands being in fugar, or the pro-

dud:ions of fugar, fyrups and molaiTcs, the

rum which is thence diftilled prevents the

fale of our Weft-India rum. That this trade

proves doubly difadvantagec :s to our fugar

iflands; fi-ft, as it enables the French to fell

their fugars cheaper than they could other-

wife afford to do; and then as it finds them
a market for their molaffes, and other refufe

of fugars, for which otherwife they could

find no market at all ; becaufe rum interferes

with brandy, a confiderable manufacture of

Old France.

Thefe confiderations were the ground of a

complaint made by the iflands to the legifla-

ture in England fome years ago. They defired

that the exportation of lumber, &c. to the

French colonies, and the importation of fu-

gars and molaflTes from thence, might be en-

tirely prohibited. This was undoubtedly a

very nice point to fettle. On one hand, the

Vol. II. N growth
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growth of the French Weft-Indies was ma-
nifeft ard alarming, and it was not to be

thought that the French would ever wink at

this trade, if it had not been of the grcateft

advantage to them. On the other hand, the

Northern colonies declared, that if they were

deprived of fo great a branch of their trade,

it muft neceflitate them to the eftabliihment

of manufad:ures. For if they were cut off

from their foreign trade, they never could

purchafe in England the many things for the

ufe or the ornament of life, which they have

from thence. Befides this, the French depri-

ved of the provifion and lumber of New Eng-

land, n:uft of neceffity take every meafure to

be fupplied from their own colonies, which

would anfwer their purpofes better, if they

could accomplifh it, at the fame time that it

would deprive the New England people of a

large and profitable branch of their trade.

Thefe points, and many more, were fully

difcufied upon both fides. The legiflature took

a middle courfe. They did not entirely prohi-

bit the carrying of lumber to the French
iflands, but they laid a confiderable duty upon

whatever rum, fugars or molalTes they (hould

import from thence, to enhance by this means
the price of lumber, and other neceffaries to

the French, and by laying them under diffi-

culties, to fet the Englifli fugar plantations in

fome
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fomc meafurc upon an equal footing with

theirs.

This was undoubtedly a very prudent regu-

lation. For though it was urged, that the

Miflifippi navigation was fo bad, that there

was no profpeft that the French could ever

be fupplied with lumber and provifions from
thence ; and that there were no fnows in

Louifiana, the melting of which might facili-

tate the tranfportation of lumber into that ri-

ver, yet it was by no means fafe to truft to

that, fo as utterly to deftroy a trade of our

own, which employed fo much (hipping, and

fo many failors. Becaufe we have a thoufand

inftances, wherein the driving people to the

laft ftreights, and putting them under the tui-

tion of fuch a mafter as abfolute neceflity, has

taught them inventions, and excited them
to an induftry, which have compafTed things

as much regretted at laft, as they were unfore-

feen at firft.

Though no great fnows fall in the South-

ern parts of Louifiana, yet to the Northward

a great deal falls, and not only the Miflifippi,

but the number of other great rivers which it

receives, overflow annually, and they can be in

no want of timber convenient enough to na-

vigation. And though the paflTage to the

French iflands be for fuch a great way to the

windward, as to bring them thefe commodi-
N 2 ties
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ties in a more tedious manner, and at a dearer

rate, is it not much better that they fliould

have them cheap from us than dear from

themfelves? Nor perhaps would even this

difficulty, which is indeed much lefs than it

is reprefented, bring down the French to the

par of our fugar colonieSj loaded as they are

with taxes, groaning under the prefTure of

many grievances, and deformed by an infinite

multitude ofabufes and enormities; nor can

they with reafon or juftice hope for a cure of

the evils which they fuffer, partly from er-

rors of their own, and partly from miftakes

in England, at the expence of the trade of

their fifter colonies on the continent of Ame-
rica, who are entirely guiltlefs of their fuffe-

ringsj nor is it by reftraints on their trade,

but by an effe<5lual and judicious encourage-

ment of their own, that they can hope to re-

medy thefe evils, and rival the French efta-

blilhments.

The French, in permitting us to fupply

them, it is true, give us a proof that they

have advantages from this trade; but this is

no proof at all tbit we derive none from it;

for on that fuppohtion no trade could be mu-
tually beneficial. Nor is it at all certain, as it

has been fuggefted, that if we left their refufe

of fugars upon their hands, that they could

turn them to no profit. If the council of

commerce could be made to fee diftindtly that

this trade could not prejudice the fale of their

brandy,
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brandy, and would only make the trade of
rum change hands, as the cafe probably would
be; and if they could fhew, as they might,
what a lofs it muft be to them entirely to

throw away a confiderable part of the produce
of their lands, and which was formerly fo

valuable to them, there is no doubt but the

court would give rufficieni encouragement to

their own plantations to diftil rum, and to

vend it in fuch a manner as might the lead

prejudice the brandies of France; and then,

inftead of fending us molafles, as they could

diftii the fpirit far cheaper than our iflands,

they would fend us the fpirit itfelf; and we
may know by experience, efpecially in that

part of the world, how infufficient all regula-

tions are to prevent a counterband, which
would be fo gainful to particulars.

After all, are we certain, that the French
would truft for the fupply of their iflands to

Louifiana, or to the precarious fupplies from
Canada? would they not redouble their appli-

cation, now made neceflary, to Cape Breton?

what experiments would they not make in

Cayenne for the timber trade? they would
certainly try every method, and probably

would fucceed in foms of their trials. Re-
ftraints upon trade are nice things; and ought

to be well confidered. Great care ought to

be taken in all fuch hov/ we facrifice the in-

terefts of one part of our territories to thofe of

another; and it would be a miftake of the
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moft fatal confequence, if we came to think

that the (hipping, feamen, commodities, or

wealth of the Britilh colonics, were not effec-

tually the (hipping, feamen, and wealth of

Great Britain hcrfelf. Sentiments of another

kind have frequently done us mifchief.

The general plan of our management with

regard to the trade ofour colonies, methinks,

ought to be, to encourage in every one ofthem
fome feparate and diftindl articles, fuch as not

interfering, might enable them to trade with

each other, and all to trade to advantage with

their mother country. And then, where wc
have rivals in any branch of the trade carried

on by our colonies, to enable them to fcii.-

their goods to the foreig^n market dircdtlyj

uling at the fame time the wife precaution

which the French put in practice, to make the

/hips fo employed take the Engli(h ports in

their way home; for our great danger is, that

they (hoald in that cafe make their returns

in foreign manufadlures, againft which we
cannot guard too carefully. This, and that

they (hould not go largely into manufadlures

interfering with ours, ought to be the only

points at which our reftridions (hould aim.

Thefe purpofes ought not to be compa(red

by abfolute prohibitions and penalties, which
would be unpolitical and unjuft, but by the

way of diverfion, by encouraging them to

fall into fuch things as find a demand with

ourfekcs
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ourfclves at home. By this means Great

Britain and all its dependencies will have a

common intereft, they will mutually play into

each other's hands, and ihe trade fo difperfed,

will be of infinitely more advantage to us,

than if ail its feveral articles were produced
and manufacflured within ourfclves.

I venture on thefe hints concerning re-

flraints on trade, becaufe in fa(5c that of New
England rather wants to be fupported than to

be checked by fuch reftraints. Its trade in

many of its branches is clearly on the decline

;

and this circumftance ought to intereft us

deeply; for very valuable is this colony, if it

never fent us any thing, nor took any thing

from us, as it is the grand barrier of all the reft

;

and as it is the princ'p^il magazine which
fupplies our Weft-Indies, from whence we
draw fuch vaft advantages. That this valu-

able colony is far from advancing, will appear

dearly from the ftate of one of the principal

branches of its trade, that of (hip-building, for

four years. In the year 1738 they built at

Bofton forty-one topfail veffel?, burthen in all

6324 tons J in 1743 only thirty; in 46 but

twenty; in 49 they were reduced to fifteen,

making in the whole but 2450 tons of (hip-

ping; in fuch a time an aftoniftiing declenfion

!

How it has been fince I have not fufficient

information; but allowing that the decline

has ceafed here, yet this is furely fufHcient to

N 4 fet
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fet us upon the niceft enquiry into ihe caufc

of that decay, and the moft efFediual mea-
Aires to retrieve the affairs of fo valuable a

province ; particularly, if by any ill-jadged or

ill-intended fchemes, or by any mifgovernment

this mifchiefhas happened them.

CHAP. VIII.

New Torky New jferfeyy and Penfylvania,

Defcription of their fituatioriy &c. Short

account of theirfettlement,

IT is not certainly known at what time t^e

Swedes and Dutch made their firft efta-

blifhment in North America; but it was cer-

tainly pofterior to our fettlement in Virginia,

and prior to that of New England. The
Swedes, who were no confiderable naval pow-
er, had hardly fixt the rudiments of a colony

there than they deferted it. The inhabitants,

without protediion or afliftance, were glad to

enter into a coalition with the Dutch that had

fettled there upon a better plan, and to fubmit

to the government of the States. The whole

tradt poflefTed or claimed by the two nations,

whofe two colonies were now grown into one,

extended from the 38th to the 4 ill degree of

latitude, all along the fea coaft. They called

it Nova Belgia, or New Netherlands. It con-

tinued in their hands until the reign of Charles

the
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the fecond. The Dutch war then breaking

out, in the year 1664 Sir Robert Car with

three thouland men 'was fent to reduce it,

which he did with fo little refiftance, as not

to gain him any great honour by the conqueft.

A little after, the Dutch by way of reprifai

fell upon our colony of Surinam in South

America, and conquered it after much the

fame oppofition that we met in the New
Nethe:. lands. By the treaty of peace which
was figned at 3reda, in 1667, it was agreed

that things fhould remain in the ftate they

were at that time; Surinam to the Dutch, the

New Netherlands to the Englifh. At that

time, this was looked upon by many as a bad
exchange; but it now appears, that we have

made an excellent bargain ; for to fay nothing

of the great difadvantage of having our colo-

nies, as it were, cut in two by the intervention

of a foreign territory; this is now one of the

beft peopled and richeft parts of our planta-

tions, extremely ufeful to the others, and mak-
ing very valuable returns to the mother coun-
try; whereas Surinam is comparatively a

place of very fmall confequence, very unheal-

thy, and by no art to be made otherwife.

The Nev/ Netherlands were not long in

our polTeflion before they were divided into

diftiidl provinces, and laid aiide their former
appellation. The North-Eafl: part which
joined New England, was called N^w York,

in
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in compliment to the duke of York, who had

at firft the grant of the whole territory. This

province runs up to the Northward on both

iides of the river Hudfon, for about two hun-

dred miles into the country of the Five Na-
tions or Iroquois; but it is not in any part

above forty or fifty miles wide. It compre-

hends within its limits Long Ifland, which lies

to the South of Connciflicut^ and is an ifland

inferior to no part of America in excellent

ground for the paflurage of horfcs, oxen, and

fhcep, or the plentiful produce of every fort

of grain.

The part of Nova Belgia, which lay along

the ocean, betwcjn that and the river Dcla-

war, from the Southern part of New York

quite down to Maryland, was granted to Si

George Carteret and others, and called New
Jerfcy from him, becaufe he had, as ti>e fami-

ly flill has, eflates in the ifland of that name.

This province is bounded upon the Wcfl by

the river Delawar, which divides it from

Penfylvania. It is in length about one hun-

dred and fifty miles, or thereabouts, and about

fifty in breadth.

Penfylvania, which lies between New York,

New Jerfey, and Maryland, and only commu-
nicates with the fea by the mouth of the river

Delawar, is in length about two hundred and

fifty miles, and in breadth two hundred.

This tcrytory was granted to the famous Mr.

William
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William Pen, the fon of Sir William Pen the

admiral, in the year 1680.

The climate and foil in the three provinces

of New York, New Jerfey, and Pcnfylvania,

admits of no very remarkable difference..

In all thefc, and indeed in all our North
American colonies, the land kiear the fest

is in general low, flat and marfhy; at a

coniiderable diftance from the fea it fwells

into little hills, and then into great even ridges

of mountains, which hold their courfe, for

the moft part, North-Eaft, and South-Weft.

The foil throughout thefe three provinces is

in general extremely fruitful 5 abounding not

only in its native grain the Indian corn, but

in all fuch as have been naturalized there

from Europe. Wheat in fuch abundance, and
of fo excellent a quality, that few parts of the

world, for the tra(fl which is cultivated, exceed

it in the one or the other of thefe particu-

lars ; nor in barley, oats, rye, buck-wheat, and
every fort of grain which we have here. They
have a great number of horned cattle, horfes,

iheep, and hogs. All our European poultry

abound there j game of all kinds is wonder*
fully plenty; deer of feveral fpecies ; hares of

a kind peculiar to America, but inferior in

relifh to ours; wild turkies of a vaft fize, and

equal goodnefs j a beautiful fpecies of pheafants,

only found in this country. Every fpecies of

herbs or roots which we force in our gar-
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dens, grow here with great eafe; and every

Ipecies of fruit; but fome, as thofe of peaches

and melons, in far greater perfedlion.

Their forefts abound in excellent timber,

the oak, the afh, the beech, the chefnut, the

cedar, the walnut, the cyprefs, the hickory,

the faflafras, and the pine. In all parts of our

plantations, comprehending New York to

the Northward, quite to the Southern extre-

mity, the woods are full of wild vines of

three or four fpecies, all different from

thofe we have in Europe. But whether

from fome fault in their nature, or in the

climate, or the foil where they grow,

or, what is much more probable, from a

fault in the planters, they have yet pro-

duced no wine that deferves to be mentioned.

It may be remarked in general of the tim-

ber of thefe provinces, that it is not fo

good for (hipping as that of New England

and Nova Scotia. The further Southward

you go, the timber becomes lefs compadl, and

rives eafily; which property, as it makes it

more ufeful for flaves, renders it lefs fer-

viceable for (hips.

They raife in all thefe provinces, but much
the moft largely in Penfylvania, great quan-

tities of flax; hemp is a promiling article.

Nor are they deficient in minerals. In New
York a good deal of iron is found. In New
Jerfey a very rich copper mine has been

opened.
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opened. There is no manner of doubt but ia

time, when the people come to multiply fuf-

ficiently, and experience and want have made
them ingenious in opening refources for trade,

thefe colonies will become as remarkable for

ufeful metals as they now are for grain. Thefe
three provinces, as are all thofe we have in

North America, are extremely well watered.

They have however obferved in New Eng-
land, that as they clear the country, -i vaft-

number of little brooks are quite loft, and the

mills upon them by this lofs rendered ufelefs.

They even obferve, that this cutting down the

woods lias afFedted the river Connefticut itfelf,

the largeft in New England, and that it has

grown diftinguifhably fhallower. I do not

know whether the fame remark has been

made in Penfylvania and New York. But
whatever they have loft in water, which,

where there is fuch a plenty, is no great lofs,

has been amply compenfated by the great

falubrity of the air, which has arifen from
the cultivation of the country. At prefent

thofe I defcribe are for the greater part as

healthy as can be wiftied.

As the climate and foil of the provinces of

New York, New Jerfey, and Penfylvania, are

with a very little difference the fame, fo there

is no difference in the commodities in which
they trade, which are wheat, flour, barley,

oats, Indian corn, peas, beef, pork, cheefe,

butter, cyder, beer, flax, hemp and flax-feed,

linfeed
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linfced oil, furs and dccr-fkins, ftaves, lumber,

and iron. Their markets arc the fame with

thofe which the people of New England ufe;

and thefc colonies have a fhare in the logwood

trade, and that which is carried on with the

Spani(h and French plantations.

CHAP. IX.

City ofNew TorL Its flouriJJjing trade, Al-

bany, The Indian trade there, The Iroquois^

or Six Nations,

THE province of New York has two

cities; the firft is called by the name
of the province itfelf. It was denominated

New Amfterdam when the Dutch poffefled

it, but it has changed its name along with its

mailers. This city is mofl commodioufly

fituated for trade, upon an excellent harbour,

in an idand called Manahatton, about four-

teen miles long, though not above one or two

broad. This ifland lies juft in the mouth of

the river Hudfon, which difcharges itfelf here

after a long courfp. This is one of the nobleft

rivers in America. It is navigable upwards of

two hundred miles. The tide flows one hun-

dred and fifty.

The city of New York contains upwards

oftwothoufand houfes,and above twelve thou-

fand inhabitants^ the defcendants ofDutch and

Englifli.
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Englifh. It is well and commodioufly built,

extending a mile in length, and about half

that in breadth, and has a verygood afpeft from
the fea 5 but it is by no means properly forti-

fied. The houfes are built of brick in the

Dutch taftej the flreets not regular, but clean

and well paved. There is one large church
built for the church ofEngland worfhip ; and
three others, a Dutch, a French, and a Lu-
theran. The town has a very flourifhing trade,

and in which great profits are made. The
merchants are wealthy, and the people in ge-

neral moft comfortably provided for, and with

a moderate labour. From the year 1749 to

1750 two hundred and thirty-two veflels have

been entered in this port, and two hundred

and eighty-fix cleared outwards. In thefe

vefTels were (hipped fix thoufand feven hun-
dred and thirty-one tons of provifions, chiefly

flour, and a vaft quantity of grain j of which
I have no particular account. In the year

1755 the export of flax feed to Irelandamount-
ed to 12,528 hogflieads. The inhabitants

are between eighty and an hundred thoufand

;

the lower chk eafy j the better rich, and hofpi-

table; great freedom of fociety; and the entry to

foreignersmade eafy by a general toleration of all

religious perfuafions. In a word, this province

yields to no part of America in the healthful-

nefs of its air, and the fertility of its foil. It

is much fuperior in the great convenience

of
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of water carriage, which fpeedily and at the

flightt'ft expence carries the product of the

remote<l farms to a certain and profitable

market.

Upon the river Hudfon, abodt one hundred

and fifty miles from New York, is Albany; a

town of not fo much note for its number of

houfes or inhabitants, as for the great trade

which is carried on with the Indians, and in-

deed by connivance with the French for the

ufe of the fame people. This trade takes off

a great quantity of coarfe woollen goods, fuch

as ftrouds and duffils ; and with thefe, guns,

hatchets, knives, hoes, ketdes, powder and

(hot ; befides /hirts and cloaths ready made,

and feveral other articles. Here it is that the

treaties and other tranfadtions between us and

the Iroquois Indians are negotiated.

This nation, or combination ofFive nations,

united by an ancient and inviolable league

amongft themfelves, were the oldeft, the moft

fleady, and moft effedual ally we have found

amongft the Indians. This people, by their

unanimity, firmnefs, military fkill, and policy,

have railed themfelves to be the greateft and

moft formidable power in all America ; they

have reduced a vaft number of nations, and

broui^ht under their power a territory twice as

large as the kingdom of France ; but they

have not increaled their fubjefts in proportion.

As their manner of warring is implacable and

barbarous,
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kirbarous, they reign the lords of a prodigious

defart, inhabited only by a few fcattered in-

fignificant tribes, whom they have permitted

to live out of a contempt of their povv-er, and

who are all in the lowed (late of fubiccn:ion.

And yet this once mightyand vicftorious nation,

though it has always ufed the policy of incor-

porating with itfelf a great many of the pri-

foners they make in war, is in a very declining

condition. About fixty years ago it was
computed, that they had ten thoufand fighting

men ; at this day they cannot raife upwards of
fifteen hundred. So much have wars, epi-

demical difeafes, and the unnp.tural union of
the vices of civilized nations with the manners
of favages, reduced this once numerous peo-

ple. But they are not only much leflehed at

this day in their numbers, but in tlicir difpo-

fition to employ what numbers they have left

in our fervice. Amongft other negied:<=, which

I have no pleafure in mentioning, and no

hopes of feeing amended, this of inattention,

or worfe treatment of the Indians, is one, and

a capital one. The Iroquois have lately had

three other nations added to their confederacy,

fo that they ought now to be confidered as

eight J and the whole confederacy feems

much more inclined to the French intereft

than ours.

:•'»
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G H A P. X.

New Jerfey, Its trade-, and iithabitants,

NEW Jerfey, by the perpetual difputes

which fubfifted between the people

and the proprietaries, whilft it continued a pro-

prietary government, was kept for a long

time in a very feeble ftate j but within a few

years it has begun to reap fome of the advan-

tages which it might have had earlier from the

proper management of fo fine a province and

fo advantageous a fituation. They raife very

great quantities of grain at prefent, and are

increafed to near fixty thoufand fouls ; but

they have yet no town of any confequence.

Perth Amboy, which is their capital, has not

upwards of two hundred houfes j and though

this town has a very fine harbour, capable of

receiving and fecuring (hips of great burthen,

yet as the people of New Jerfey have been

ufed to fend their produce to the markets of
|

New York and Philadelphia, to which they

are contiguous, they find it hard, as it always

is in fuch cafes, to draw the trade out of the old

channel i for there the correfpondencies are

fixed, the method of dealing eftablilhed, cre-

dits given, and a ready market for needy deal-

ers, who in all countries are fufficiently nu-

merous; fo that the trade of this town, which

is
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is the only town of any trade worth notice in

New Jerfey, is flill inconfiderablej in the year

175 1, only forty-one vcflels have entered in-

wards, and only thirty-eight cleared out, in

which were exported fix thoufand four hun-
dred and twenty-four barrels of flour; one
hundred and fixty-eight thoufand weight of
bread; three hundred and fourteen barrels of
beef and pork; feventeen thoufand nine hun-
dred and forty-one bufliels of grain ; fourteen

thoufand weight of hemp ; with fomc butter,

hams, beer, flax-feed, bar-iron, and lumber.

i',.-

I

CHAP. XI.

13

Account of William Pen* The principles on

which hefettled the colony. His death.

I
Find it of late a notion pretty current,

that proprietary governments are a fort of

check to the growth of the colonies which
they fuperintend. It is certain, that abufes

have been, and ftill do fubflfl in that fpecies

of government ; and abufes of as bad a kind

may, I believe, be found by perfons of no

great penetration in all our governments 5 but

if there were any truth in this obfervation, the

province of Peniylvania would prove an illu-

ftrious exception to it.

William Pen in his capacity of a divine, and

of a moral writer, is certainly not of the firft
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rank ; and his works are of no great eftima-

tion, except amongft his own people ; but in

his capacity of a legiflator, and the founder of

fo flourifhing a commonwealth, he deferves

great honour amongft all mankind j a com-

monwealth, which in the fpace of about fe-

venty years, from a beginning of a few hun-

dreds of refugees and indigent men, has

grown to be a numerous and flourifhing peo-

ple 5 a people who from a perfedt wildernefs

have brought their territory to a ftate of great

cultivation, and filled it with wealthy and po-

pulous towns; and who in the midft of a fierce

and lawlefs race of men, have preferved them-

felves with unarmed hands and paflive princi-

ples, by the rules of moderation and juftice,

better than any other people has done by po-

licy and arms. For Mr. Pen, when for his

father's fcrvices, and by his own intereft at

court, he obtained the inheritance of this

country and its government, faw that he could

make the grant of value to him only by mak-
ing the country as agreeable to all people, as

eafe and good government rould make it. To
this purpofe he began by purchafing the foil,

at a very low rate indeed, from the original

pofTefTors, to whom it was of little ufe. By

this cheap ad. of juftice at the beginning, he

made all his dealings for the future the more

eafy,by prepofTefling the Indians with a favou-

rable opinica of him and his defigns. The
other
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other part of his plan, which was to people

this country, after he had fecured the poffefli-

on of it, he faw much facilitated by the un-

eafiriefs of his brethren the quakers in Eng-
land, who refufing to pay tythes and other

church dues, fuflfered a great deal from the

fpiritual courts. Their high opinion of and re-

gard for the man who was an honour to their

new church, made them the more ready to

follow him over the vaft ocean into an untried

climate and country. Neither was he hlm-
felf wanting in any thing which could encou-

rage them. For he expended large fums in

tranfporting and findingthem in all neceflaries;

and not aiming at a fudden profit, he difpof-

ed of his land at a very light purchafe. But
what crowned all, was that noble charter of

privileges, by which he made them as free as

any people in the world i and which has finee

drawn fuch vaft numbers of fo many diffe-

rent perfuafions. and fuch various countries, to

put theriifelves under the protedtion of his

laws. He made the moft perfect freedom,

both religious and civil, the bafis of this efta-

bli(hment; and this has done more towards

the fettling of the province, and towards the

fetthng of it in a ftrong and permanent man-
ner, than the wifeft regulations could have

done upon any other plan. All perfons who
profefs to believe one God, are freely tolera-

ted j thofe who believe in Jefus Chrift, of
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whatever denomination, are not excluded

from employments and ports.

This great man lived to fee an extenfive

country called after his own name ; he lived

to fee it peopled by his own wifdom, the

people free and flourifliing, and the moft flou-

rifhing people in it of his own perfuafionj

he lived to lay the foundations of a fplendid

and wealthy city j he lived to fee it promife

every thing from the fituation which he him-
fclfhad chofen, and the encouragement which
he himfelf had given it; he lived to fee all

this, but he died in the Fleet prifon.

It is but juft, that in fuch a fubjedl we
fhould allot a little room, to do honour to

thofe great men, whofe virtue and generofity

have contributed to the peopling of the earth,

and to the freedom and happinefs ofmankind;
who have preferred the interefl of a remote

pofterity, and times unknown, to their own
fortunes, and to the quiet and fecurity of their

own lives. Now Great Britain, and all Ame-
rica, reap great benefits from his labours and

his ioffes; and his pofterity have a vaft eftate

out of the quit-rents of that province, whofe
cftablifhment was the ruin of their prede-

g<?flgr's moderate fortune.

C II A P.
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CHAP. XII.

Inhabitants of Penfyhania, Variety of nations

and religions there. Pacific principles of the

quakers, Rcflcdiions on the prefent Jiate of
affairs there.

PENSYLVANIA is inhabited by up-
wards of two hundred and fifty thou-

fand people, half of whom are Germans,
Swedes or Dutch. Here you fee the quakers,

churchmen, calvinifts, lutherans, catholics,

methodifts, mcnifts, moravians, independents,

the anabaptifts, and the dumplers, a fort of
German fedl that live in fomething like a reli-

gious fociety, wear long beards, and a habit

refembling that of friars ; in fhort, the diver-

fity of people, religions, nations, and languages

here, is prodigious, and the harmony in

which they live together, no lefs edifying.

For though every man who wifhes well to

religion, is forry to fee the diverfity which
prevails, and would by all humane and
honefl methods endeavour to prevent it j yet

when once ihe evil has happened, when there

is no longer an union of fentiments, it is glo-

rious to preferve at leaft an union of afFedti-

ons ; it is a beautiful profpedl, to fee men take

and give an equal liberty; to fee them live, if

not as belonging to the fame church, yet to

O 4 the
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the fame chriftian religion; and if not to the

fame religion, yet to the fame great fraterni-

ty of mankind. I do not obferve, that the

quakers who had, and who ftill have in a

great meafure, the power in their hands, have

made ufe of it in any fort to perfecute;

except in the lingle cafe of George Keith,

whom they firft imprifoned, and then banifh-

ed out of the province. This Keith was ori-

ginally a minifter of the church of England,

then a quaker, and afterwards returned to his

former miniftry. But whilft he remained

with the friends, he was a moft troublefome

and litigious man; was for puftiing the parti-

cularities of quakerifm to yet more extravagant

lengths, and for making new refinements,

even where the moil: enthufiaflic thought they

had gone far enough; which rafh and tur-

bulent condu(Sl raifed fuch a florm, as {hook

the church, he then adhered to, to the very

foundations.

This little fally into intolerance, as it is a

fmgle inftance, and with great provocation,

ought by no means to be imputed to the prin-

ciples of the quakers, confzdering the ample

and humane latitude they have allowed in all

other refpeifts. It was certainly a very right

policy to encourage the importation of fo-»

reigners into Penfylvania, as well as into our

other colonies. By this we are great gainers

\vithout any diminution of the inhabitants of

Great
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Great Britain. But it has been frequently ob-

ferved, and as it (hould feem, ver-y 'uftly com-
plained of, that they are left flill foreigners,

and likely to continue fo for many genera-

tions; as they have fchools taught, books

printed, and even the common news paper

in their own language; by which means, and

that they pofTefs large trads of the country,

without any intermixture of Englifh, there is

no appearance oftheir blending and becoming
one people with us. This certainly is a great

irregularity, and the greater, as thefe foreign-

ers by their induftry, frugality, and a hard

way of living, in which they greatly exceed

our people, have in a manner thruft them
out in feveral places; fo as to threaten the

colony with the danger of being wholly fo-

reign in language, manners, and perhaps even

inclinations. In the year 1750, were import-

ed into Penfylvania and its dependencies four

thoufand three hundred and feventeen Ger-
mans, whereas of Britifh and Irifh, but one

thoufand arrived; a confiderable number, if

it was not fo vaftly overballanced by that of

the foreigners.

I do by no means think that this fort of

tranfplantations ought to be difcouraged; I

only obferve along with others, that the man-
ner o^ their fettlement ought to be regulated,

and means fought to have them naturalized

in reality,

Th3
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The prefent troubles have very unhapily re-

verled the fyftem fo long purfued, and with

fuch great fuccefs in this part of the world.

The Pcnfylvanians have fufFered feverely by

the incurfions of the favage Americans as well

as their neighbours 3 but the quakers could

not be prevailed upon, by what did not di-

re(^ly affe(ft thofe of their own communion,
(for they were out of the way of mifchief

in the more fettled parts,) to relinquifti their

pacific principles; for which reafon a confider-

able oppofition, in which, however, we muft

do the quakers the juftice to obferve they

were not unanimous, was made both within

their affembly, as well as without doors,

againft granting any money to carry on the

war J and the fame, or a more vigorous oppo-

fuion, was made againft pafiing a militia bill

A bill of this kind has at length paffed, but

fcarcely fuch as the circumftances of the

country, and the exigencies of the times re-

quired. It may perhaps appear an error, to

have placed fo great part of the government

in the hands of men, who hold principles di-

rertly oppofite to its end and defign. As a

peaceable, induflrious, honeft people, the qua-

kers cannot be too much cherilhed; but fure-

ly they cannot themfelves complain, that when
by their opinions they make themfelves fheep,

they fliould not be entrufted with the office,

fi:ice they have not the nature of dogs.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIII.

Defcription of Philadelphia, Its trade. Num-
ber of people in Penfylvania, Its fourifli^

ing condition. Few negroes there.

THERE are fo many good towns in

the province of Penfylvania, even ex-

ceeding the capitals of fome other provinces,

that nothing could excufe our pafling then\

by, had not Philadelphia drawn our attention

wholly to itfelf. This city ftands upon a

tongue of land, immediately at the confluence

of two fine rivers, the Delawar and the Schul-

kil. It is difpofed in the form ofan oblong, de-

figned to extend two miles from river to river;

but the buildings do notextend above a mile and
an half on the Wefl fide of Delawar in length,

and not more than half a mile where the town
broadefl. The longeft flretch when theIS

original plan can be fully executed, is to

compofe eight parallel ftreets, all of two miles

in length; thefe are to be interfedled by fix-

teen others, each in length a mile, broad,

fpacious, and even; with proper fpaces left

for the public buildings, churches, and mar-

ket-places. In the center is a fquare of ten

acres, round which moft of the public build-

ings are difpoied. The two principal ftreets

of the city are each one hundred feet wide,

and

«
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and mofl of the houfes have a fmall garden

and orchard J from the rivers are cut feveral

canals, equally agreeable and beneficial. The
kays are fpacious and fine ; the principal kay

is two hundred feet wide, and to this a veflel

of five hundred tons may lay her broadfide.

Thewarehoufes are large, numerous and com-
modious, and the docks for fhip-bullding every

way well adapted to their purpofes. A great

number of velTels have been built here;

twenty have been upon the flocks at a time.

This city contains, exclufive of warehoufes

and outhoufes, about two thoufand houfes j

moft of them of brick, and well built ; it is

faid there are feveral of them worth four or

five thoufand pounds. The inhabitants are

now about thirteen thoufand.

There are in this city a great number of

very wealthy merchants; which is no way
furprifing, when one confiders the great trade

which it carries on with the Englifli, French,

Spanifli and Dutch colonies in America;

with the Azores, the Canaries, and the Ma-
deira iflands ; with Great Britain and Ireland;

with Spain, Portugal and Holland, and the

great profits which are made in many branch-

es of this commerce. Befides the quan-

tity of all kinds of the produce of this pro-

vince which is brought down the rivers De-

lawar and Schulkil (the former of which

is navigable for velTels of one fort or other

more
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more than two hundred miles above Phila-

delphia,) the Dutch employ between eight and

nine thoufand waggons, drawn each by four

horfes, in bringing the product of their farms

to this market. In the year 1 749, three hun-
dred and three veflels entered inwards at this

port, and two hundred and ninety-one clear-

ed outwards. There are at the other ports

of this province cuftom-houfe officers, but

the foreign trade in thefe places is not worth
notice.

The city of Philadelphia, though, as it

may be judged, far from compleating the

original plan -, yet fo far as it is built, it is

carried on conformable to it, and increafes in

the number and beauty of its buildings every

day. And as for the province, of which this

city is the capital, there is no part of Bri-

tifh America in a more growing condition.

In fome years more people have tranfported

themfelves irito Penfylvania, than into all the

other fettlemenrs together. In 1729, fix

thoufand two hundred and eight perfons

came to fettle here as pallengers or fervants,

four fifths ofwhom at leaft were from Ireland.

In fliort, this province has increafed fo great-

ly from the time of its firft eftahlifhincnt,

that lands were given by Mr. Pen the founder

of the colony at the rate of twenty pounds for

a thoufand acres, referving only a lliilling eve-

ry hundred acres for quit-rent; and this in

fo ILC
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fome of the beft fituated parts of the province^

but now at a great diftance from navigation

,

land is granted at twelve pounds the hundred

acres, and a quit-rent of four (hillings referved

;

and the land which is near Philadelphia, rents

for twenty {hillings the acre. In many
pLces, and at the diftanct of fevcral miles

from that city, land fells for twenty years

purchafe.

The Penfylvanians are an induftrious and

hardy people j they are moft of them fub-

ftantial, though but a few of the landed peo-

ple can be confidered as rich; but they are all

well lodged, well fed, and, for their condition,

well clad too; and this at the more eafy

rate, as the inferior people manufa(flure moft

of their own wear both linens and woollens.

There are but few blacks, not in all the

fortieth part of the people of the pro-

vince.

CHAP. XIV.

Situation^ &c, of Virginia, Conveniency of its

rivers for navigation, Beafts and birds of

the country. The opojfum,

THE whole country which the Englifh

now poffefs in North America, was at

firll called Virginia; but by parcelling of

feveral portions of it into diftindl grants and

governments,
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govcrnmentSj the country which ftill bears

th;i name, is now reduced to that tradi which
han the river Potowmack upon the North

;

the bay of Chefapeak upon the Eaftj and
Carolina upon the South. To the Wefl-
ward the grants extend it to the South -Sea;

but their planting goes no farther than the

great Allegany mountains, which boundaries

leave this province in length two hundred and
forty miles, and in breadth about two hun-
dred, lying between the fifty-fifth and fortieth

degrees of North latitude.

The whole face of this country is fo ex-

tremely low towards the fea, that when you
are come even within fifteen fathom foundings

you can hardly diftinguifh land from the

mafl head. However, all this coaft of Ame-
rica has one ufeful particularity, that you
know your diflance exaflly by the foundings,

which uniformly and gradually diminifh as

you approach the land. The trees appear as

if they rofe out of the water, and afford the

ftranger a very uncommon, and not a difagree-

able view. In failing to Virginia or Mary-
land, you pafs a flreight between two points

of land, called the Capes of Virginia, which
opens a pafTage into the bay of Chefapeak,

one of the largefl and fafefl bays perhaps in

the world; for it enters the country near

three hundred miles from the South to the

North, having the Eaftern fide of Maryland,

and
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and a fmall portion of Virginia on the fame

peninfula, to cover it from the Atlantic ocean.

This bay is about eighteen miles broad for a

confiderable way, and feven where it is nar-

rowefl, the waters in moft places being nine

fathom deep. Through its whole extent it

receives both on the Eaftern and Weftern fide

a vaft number of fine navigable rivers. Not

to mention thofe of Maryland, from the fide

of Virginia it receives James River, York
River, the Rappahannock, and the Potovv

mack.
All thefe great rivers, in the order they are

here fet down from South to North, difcharge

themfelves with feveral fmaller ones into the

bay of Chefapeak; and they are all not only

navigable themfelves for very large vefTels a

prodigious way into the country, but have fo

many creeks, and receive fuch a number of

fmaller navigable rivers, as renders the com-
munication of all parts of this country in-

finitely n.ore eafy than that of any country,

without exception, in the world. The Potow-

mack is navigable for near two hundred miles,

being nine miles broad as its mouth, and for

a vaft way not lefs than feven. The other

three are navigable upwards of eighty, and in

the windings of their feveral courfes approach

one another fo nearly, that the diftance be-

tween one and the other is in fome parts not

more than ten, fometimes not abjve five

milesj
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nvilesj whereas in others there is fifty miles

Ipace between each of thefe rivers. The
planters load and unload vertels of great

burthen each at his own door; which, as their

commodities are bulky, and of fmall value in

proportion to their bulk, is a very fortunate

circumftance, elfe they could never afford to

fend their tobacco to market low as they they

fell it, and charged as it is in England, with a

duty of fix times its original vahic.

The climate and foil of Virginia was un*

doubtedly much heightened in thciiifl dcfcrip-

tions for political reafons; but after making
all the necelTary abatements which experience

iince taught us, we ftill find it a moft excellent

country. The heats in fummcr are exceflive-

ly greatj but not without the allay of refrefh-

ing fea breezes. The weather is changeable,

and the changes fudden and violent. Their

winter frofls come on without the lead warn-

ing. After a warm day, towards the fetting

in of winter, fo intenfe a cold often fuc-

ceeds as to freeze over the broadefl and deep-

eft of their great rivers in one nihgtj but

thefe frofts, as well as their rains, are rather

violent than of long continuance. They have

frequent and violent thunder and lightning,

but it does rarely any mifchief. In general

the fky is clear, and the air thin, purs and

penetrating.

The foil in the low grounds of Virginia Is

Vol. II. P 'a dark
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a dark fat mould, which for many years with-

ouf any manure, yields plentifully whatfever is

committed to it. The foil as you leave the

rivers becomes light and fandy, is fooncr ex-

.haufted than the lov^ country, but is yet of a

warm and generous nature, which helped by a

kindly fun, yields tobacco and corn extremely

well. There is no better wheat than what is

produced in this province and Maryland;

but the culture of tobacco employs all their

attention, and almoft all their hands ; fo that

they fcarcely cultivate wheat enough for

their own ufe.

It may be judged from the climate and the

foil I have defcribed, in what excellence and

plenty every fort of fruit is found in Virginia.

Their forefts are full of timber trees of all

kinds; and their plains are covered for almoft

the whole year with a prodigious number of

flowers, and flowcnng fhrubs, of colours fo

rich, and of a fcent fo fragrant, that they oc-

cafioned the name of Florida to be originally

given to this country. This country produces

feveral medicinal herbs and roots, particularly

the fnake root; and of late the celebrated gin-

feng of the Chinefe has been difcovercd there.

Horned catde and hogs have multiplied al-

moft beyond belief; though at the firft fettle-

ment the country was utterly deftitute of

thefe animals. The meat of the former is as

much below the flc(h cf our oxen, as 'that of

the:



nm

Settlements //? America. 21X

the latter exceeds that of our hogs. The ani-

mals natural to the country are deer, of which
there are great numbers; a fort of panther or

tyger J bears, wolves, foxes, racoons, fquirrels,

wild cats, and one very unconnnon animal

called the opofTum. This creature is about the

fize of a cat, and befides the belly which it has

in common with all others, has a falfe one

beneath it, with a pretty large aperture at the

end towards the hinder legs. Within this

bag, or belly on the ufual parts of the com-
mon belly, are a number of teats; upon thefe,

when the female of this creature conceives,

the young are formed, and there they hang
like fruit upon the ftalk, until they grow in

bulk and weight to their appointed (ize; then

they drop off, and are received in the falfc

belly, from which they go out at pleafure,

and in which they take refuge when any

danger threatens them.

Thev have all our forts of tame and wild

fowl in equal perfedion, and fome which we
have not ; and a vaft number of birds ofvarious

kinds, valuable for their beauty or their note.

The white owl of Virginia is far larger than

the fpecies which we have, and is all over of

a bright filver coloured plumage, except one

black fpot upon his breaitj they have the

nightingale called from the country, a moft

beautiful one, whofe feathers are crimfon -^nd

blue; the mocking bird, thought to excel

P 2 »U
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all others in his own note, and he imitates

the notes of all others; the rock bird, very

fociable, and his fociety very agreeable by thf^

fvveetnefs of his muficj the humming bird,

the fmalleft of all the winged creation, and

the molt beautiful, all arrayed in fcarlet, green

and gold. This bird is faid to live by licking

off the dew that adheres to the flowersj he is

too delicate to be brought alive into England,

The fea-coafls and rivers of Virginia abound

not only in feveral of the fpecies of fifh

known in Europe, but in moft of thofe kinds

which are peculiar to America. The rep-

tiles are many; it were tedious to enumerate

all the kind§ of ferpents bred here ; the rattle

fnake is the principal, and too well known in

general to need any defcription,

CHAP. XV. r

Towns in Virgiiiiafew andfmalL Tobacco^ iti

cidtivation. Trade in that and other conwio-

dities. People in Virginia, White and

black.

THE great commodioufnefs of naviga-

tion, and the fcarcity of handicrafts-

men, have rendered all the attempts of the

government to eftablifh towns in Virginia

ineffeftual. James's town, which was anci-

ently the capital, is dwindled into an infig-

nifican:
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nificant village; and Williamlburg, though
the capital at prefcnt, the feat of the governor,

the place of holding the aflembly and courts of

juftice, and a college for the fludy of arts and

fciences, is yet but a fmall town. However,
in this town are the bed public buildings in

British America. The college one hundred

aad thirty-five feet long in front, refembling

Chelfea hofpital; the capital diredly facing it

at the other end of the defign of a noble

ftreet, not unlike the college in the fafhion

and the fize of the building, where the aflem-

bly and courts of juftice are held, and the

public offices kept; and the church, in the

form of a crofs, large and well ornamented.

The great ftaple commodity of this country,

as well as Maryland, is tobacco. This plant is

aboriginal in America, and of very ancient

ufe, though neither fo generally cultivated,

nor fo well manufa(ftured as it has been fince

the coming of the Europeans. When at its

juft height, it is as tall as an ordinary fized

man; the ftalk is ftraight, hairy, and clam-

my; the leaves alternate, of a faded ycllowifli

green, and towards the lower part of the

plant of a great fize. Tlie feeds of tobacco

are firft fown in beds, from whence they arc

tranfplantcd the firft rainy weather, into a

ground dilpofed into little hillocks like uii

hop garden. In a month's time from theii

tr;m(plantalion they become a foot high; they

.' II
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thcQ top then:, and prune off the lower

leaves, and with great attention clean them
from weeds and worms twice a weekj in

about fix weeks after, they attain to their full

growth, and they begin then to turn brownilh.

By thefe mark*5 they judge the tobacco to be

ripe- They cut down the plants as faft as

they ripen, heap them up, and let them lie a

night to fweat j the next day they carry them
to the tobacco houfe, which is built to admit

as much air as is confident with keeping out

rain, where they are hung feparately to dry

for four or five weeks, then they take them
down in moift weather, for elfe they will

crumble to dufl. After this they are laid

upon flicks, and covered up clofe to fweat for

a week or two longer j the fcrvants flrip and

fort them, the top being the beft, the bottom

the word tobacco; then they make them up

in hogiheads, or form them into rolls. Wet
feafons muft be carefully laid hold on for all

this work, elfe the tobacco will nut be fufii-

ciently pliable.

In trade they diftinguifli two forts of tobac-

co, the firft is called Aranokoe, from Mary-
land and the Northern parts of Virginia;

this is ftrong and hot in the mouth, but it

fells very well in the markets of Holland,

Germany, and the North. The other fort is

called fvvect fcented, the beft of which is

from James's and York rivers in the South-

ern
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cm parts of Virginia. There is no commo-
dity to which the revenue is fo much obliged

as to this. It produces a vaft fum, and yet

appears to lay but a very inconfiderable burthen

upon the people in England; all the weight

in reality falls upon the planter, who is kept

down by the lowncfs of the original price;

and as we have two provinces which deal in

the fame commodity, if the people of Vir-

ginia were to take meafures to ftraiten the

market, and raife the price, thofe of Mary-
land would certainly take the advantage of it;

the people of Virginia would take the fame
advantage of thofe of Maryland in a like cafe.

They have no profpedl of ever bettering their

condition; and they are the lefs able to en-

dure it as they live in general luxurioufly, and

to the full extent of their fortunes. There-

fore any failure in the fale of their goods,

brings them heavily in debt to the merchants

in London, who get mortg' ges on their eftates,

which are confumed to the bone, with the

canker of an eight per cent ufury. But how-
ever the planters may complain of the tobacco

trade, the revenue flourifhes by it, for it draws

near three hundred thoufand a year from this

one article only; and the exported tobacco,

the far greater part of the profits of which
come to the Englifh merchant, brings ahriofl

as great a fum annually into the kingdom. To
fay nothing of the great advantage we derive
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from being fupplied from our own colonies

with that for wnich the reft of Europe pays

ready money, befides the employment of two
hundred large vefTels, and a proportionable

number of ieamen, which are occupied in

this trade. From us the Virginians take every

article for convenience or ornament which
they ufe

J
their own manufadure does not de-

ferve to be mentioned. The two colonics

export about eighty thouf^ind hogfheads of

tobacco of eight hundred weight. They like-

\vife trade largely with the Weft-Indies in

lumber, pitch, tar, corn, and provifions. They
fend home flax, hemp, iron, ftaves, and wal-

nut and cedar plank, V -

The number of white people in Virginia,

IS between fixty and feventy thoufand; and

they are growing every day more numerous, by

the migration of the Irifti, who not fucceed-

ing fo well in Penfylvania, as the more frugal

and induftrious Germans, fell their lands in

that province to the latter, and take up
new ground in the remote counties in Vir-

ginia, Maryland, and North Carolina. Thefe
are chiefly prclbyterians from the Northern

part of Ireland, who in America are general-

ly called Scotch Irifli. In Virginia there are

likewife fettled a confiderable number of

French refugees j but much the larger part of

the inhabitants are the negroe flaves, who
C^mnot be much fewer than a hundred thou-

fand
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land fouls; they annually import mto the

two tobacco colonies between three and four

thoufand of thefe flaves. The negroes here-

do not ftand in need of fuch vaft recruits as

the Weft- India flock; they rather increafe

than diminilh ; a blefling derived from a more
moderate labour, better food, and a more
healthy climate. The inhabitants of Virginia

are a chearful, hofpitable, and many of them
a genteel though fomething vain and often-

tatious people ; they are for the greater part of

the eftablilhed church of England ; nor until

lately did they tolerate nny other. Now they

have fome few meeting-hoaf^^s of prelbyte-

iians and quakers.

CHAP. XVI.

;re are

)er of

)art of

who
thou-

fand

Attempts to fettle Virginia^ three unfuccefsful.

Settled at laft by lord Delawar,

THIS of Virginia is the mod ancient

of our colonies. Tho' flridlly fpeaking

the firft attempts to fettle a colony were not

made jn Virginia, but in that part of North
Carolina which immediately borders upon it.

Sir Walter Raleigh, the mofl extraordinary

genius of his own or perhaps any other time,

a penetrating ftatefinan, an accompliflied

courtier, a deep fcholar, a fine writer, a great

ibldier, and one of the ableft f amen in the

world J
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world; this vaft genius that pierced fo far

and ran through fo many things, was of a

iiery excentric kind, which led him into dar-

ing expeditions, and uncommon projects,

which not being underftood by a timid prince,

and envied and hated by the rivals he had in

fo many ways of life, ruined him at laft. In

perfun he ran infinite rifque: in Guaina in

fearch of gold mines; and when this country

was firft difcovered, he looked through

the work of an age, at one glance, and faw

how advantageous it might be made to the

trade of England. He was the firlt man in

England who had a right conception of the

advantages of fettlements abroad; he was

then the only perfon who had a thorough

infight into trade, and who faw clearly the

proper methods of promoting it. He applied

to court, and got together a company, which

was compofed of feveral perfons of diftindlion,

and feveral eminent merchants, who agreed

to open a trade and fettle a colony in that part

of the world, which in honour of queen Eli-

zabeth he called Virginia,

Raleigh had too much bufinefs upon his

bands at court, and found too few to fecond

him in his defigns, to enable him to fupport

the eftablidiment with the fpirit in which he

began it. If ever any defign had an ominous

beginning, and feemed to forbid any attempts

for carrying it on, it was that of the firll: fettle-

ment
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ment c*^ Virginia. Near half of the firft co-

lony was dellroyed by the favages, and the

reft confumed and worn down by fatigue and

famine, deferted the country, and returned

home in defpair. The fecond colony was cut

off, to a man, in a manner unknown; but

they were fuppofed to be deftroyed by the

Indians. The third had the fame difmal

fate; and the fourth quarrelling amongft them-
felves, negleding their agriculture to hunt
for gold, and provoking the Indians by their

infolent and unguarded behaviour, loft feveral

of their people, and were returning, the poor

remains of them, in a famifhing and defperate

condition to England, when juft in the mouth
of Chefapeak bay they met the lord Delawar

with a fquadron, loaded with provifion, and

every thing for their relief and dr fence, who
perfuaded them to return.

This nobleman travelled with as much
zeal and afliduity to cherifh and fupport the

froward infancy of this unpromifing colony,

as fome have ufed in its better times for

purpofes of another kind, Regardlefs of his

life, and inattentive to his fortune, he entered

upon this lonj and dangerous voyage, and

accepted this barren province, which had
nothing of a government but its anxieties and

its cares, merely for the fervice of his coun-

try; and he had no other reward than that

retired and inward fatisfadlion, v/hich a good
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mind feels in indulging its own propenfity to

virtue, and the prolpedl of thofe juft honours

which the lateft pofteritywill take a pleafure in

beftowing upon thofe, who prefer the intereft

of poflerity to their own. After he had pre-

vailed upon the people to return, he comfort-

ed them under their misfortunes, he pointed

out their caufcs, and uniting the tendernefs

of a father with the fteady feverity of a

magiftrate, he healed their divifions, and

reconciled them to authority and govern-

ment, by making them feel by his condudl

what a blcfling it could he made.

When he had fettled the colony within it-

felf, his next care was to put them upon a

proper footing with regard to the Indians,

whom he found very haughty and afTuming

on account of the late miferable ftate of the

Englidi; but by fome well-timed and vigo-

rous fteps he humbled them, (hewed he had

power to chaftife them, and courage to exert

that power; and after having awed them into

very peaceable difpofitions, and fettled his

colony in a very growing condition, he retired

home for the benefit of his health, which bv

his conllant attention to bufinefs, and the air of

an uncultivated country, had been impaired;

but he left his fon, with the fpirit of his fa-

ther, his dejuty; and Sir Thomas Gates, Sir

George Summers, the honourable George
Pisrcy, Sir Ferdinand Wenman, and Mr.

Newport,
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Newport, for his council. Theie, with other

perfons of rank and fortune, attended him on
this expedition, which gave a credit to the

colony. Though there are in England many
young gentlemen of fortunes, difproportioned

to their rank, I fear we fhould not fee the

names of fo many of them engaged in an ex*

pedition, which had no better appearance than

this had at that time.

Lord Delawar did not forget the colony on
his return to England; but confidcring him-
felf as nearer the fountain head, thought it

his duty to turn the fpring of the royal favour

more copioufly upon the province which he
fuperintended. For eight years together he

was indefatigable in doing every thing that

could tend to the peopling, the fupport, and

the good government of this fettlement, and

he died in the purfuit of the fame objecft in

his voyage to Virginia, with a large fupply of

people, cloathing and goods.

It is one of the moft neceflary, and I am
fare it is one of the moft pleafing parts of this

defign, to do juftice to the names of thofe men,
who by their greatncfs of mind, their wifdom
and their goodnefs, have brought into the

pale ofcivility and religion, thefe rude and un-

cultivated parts of the globe ; who could dif-

cern the rudiments of a future people, want-

ing only time to be unfolded, in the i^Qd-,

who could perceive amidll the lolTes and dif-

appointmcnts
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appointments and expences of a beginning co-

lony, the great advantages to be derived to

their country from fuch undertakings; and

who could purfue them in fpite of the malig-

nity and narrow w^ifdom of the v^orld. The
ancient world had its Ofyris and Erichthonius,

who taught them the ufe of grain; their

Bacchus, who inftruded them in the culture

of the vine; and their Orpheus and Linus, who
iirft built towns and formed civil focieties.

The people of America will not fail, when
time has made things venerable, and when-

an intermixture of fable has moulded ufeful

truths into popular opinions, to mention with

equal gratitude, and perhaps fimilar heighten-

ing circumftances, her Columbus, her Caftro,

her Gafca, her De Poincy, her Delawar, her

Baltimore, and her Pen.

CHAP. xvir.

Virginia holds out again/i Cromwell^ and is re-

duced. Bacon*s rebellion. Its caufes. Bacon

dies. Peace reftored^

THE colony of Virginia was fo faft

rooted by the care of lord Delawar,

that it was enabled to fland two terrible

ftorms; two maflacres made by the Indians,

in which the whole colony was nearly cut

off; and to fubdue that people, fo as to put

it
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it utterly out of t'leir power for many years

pad to give them the lead difturbance.

In the fatal troubles which brought Charles

the firft to the block, and overturned the con-

ftitution of England, many of the cavaliers

fled for refuge to this colony, which by the

general difpolition of the inhabitants, and the

virtue of Sir William Berkley, held out for

the crown, until the parliamenv, rather by
ftratagem than force, reduced them. And
what is remarkable, if it may be depended
upon with any certiinty, they depofed Crom-
well's governor, fe?: up Sir William Berk-

ley again, and declared for' king Charles

the fecond, a good while even before the

news of Oliver's death could arrive in Ame-
rica.

After the reftoration, there is nothing very

interefting in their hiftory; except that foon

after, a fort of rebellion arofe in the province

from mifmanagements in the government,

from the decay of their trade, and from exor-

bitant grants inconfiderately made, which in-

cluded the fettled property of many p'=*ople;

thefe grievances raifed a general difcontenta-

mongft the planters, which was fomented and

brought to blaze out into an a(ftual war, by a

young gentleman whofe name was Bacon.

He was an agreeable man, of a graceful pre-

ience, and winning carriar,e. He had been

bred to the law, had a lively and fluent ex-

prcUicn,
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preflion, fit to fet off a popular capfe, and to

influence men who were ready to hear what-

ever could be faid to colour in a proper manner

what was already ftrongly drawn by their own
feelings. This man by a fpecious, or perhaps

a real tho' ill-judged regard for the public

good, finding the governor flow in his pre-

parations againfl: the Indians, who were at

that time ravaging the frontiers of the pro-

vince, took up arms without any commiflion,

to adt againfl the enemy. When he had

ilifficient force for this purpofe, he found him-

felf in a condition not only to adl againfl the

enemy, but to give law to the governor, and

to force him to give a fandlion by his autho-

rity, to thofe proceedings which were meaat

to deflrov it.

Bacon armed with the commlfTion of a ge-

neral, and followed by the whole force of the

colony, prepared to march againfl the Indians;

when Sir William Berkley, the governor,

freed from the immediate terror of his forces,

recalled him, proclaimed him a traitor, and

iflTued a reward for apprehending him as fuch.

This brought matters to extremities; the

people were univerfally inflamed; Bacon ad-

hered to what he had done, the people adhe-

red to Bacon; and the governor, who Teemed

no ways inclined to temporize or yield to the

florm, fled over the river Potowmack, and

proclaimed all Bacon's adherents traitors. He
put
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put himfelf at the head of a fmall body of
troops which he had raifed in Maryland, and
of fuch of the Virginians as were faithful to

him, and wrote to England for funplies. On
the other hand, Bacon marched to the capital,

called an aflembly, and for fix months toge-

ther difpofed all things according to his own
pleafure. Every thing was now haftening to

a civil war, when all was quieted i.i as fuddcii

a manner as it had begun, by the natural death

of Bacon, in the very height of the confufion.

The people unable to a6t without a head, pro-

pofed terms of accommodation; the terms

were liftened to, and peace was reflored and

kept without any difturbance, not fo much
by the removal of the grievances complained

of, as by the arrival of a regiment from Eng-
land, which remained a long time in the

country. It muft be remarked in honour of

the moderation of the government, that no

perfon fuffered in his life, or his eftate, for this

rebellion, which was the more extraordinary,

as many people at that time were very earnefl

in foUiciting grants of land in Virginia.

The events in all countries which are not

the refidence of the fupreme power, and have

no concern in the great bufinefs of tranfacft-

ing war and peace, have generally but little

to engage the attention of the reader. 1 have

therefore intirely omitted the tedious detail of

the governors and their feveral tranfadtions,

Vol. II. Q_ with
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with which my materials fo plentifully fupply

me; and for the famereafonl (hall be very

concife in riiy account of Maryland, which

agreeing altogether with Virginia in its cli-

mate, foil, produdts, trade, and genius of the

inhabitants, and having few or no remark-

able events to recommend it, will fave much
trouble in that article.

CHAP. XVIII.

Maryland, ^he time of fettling it. Grant to

lord Baltimore, Attempts of king James to

deprive him of hisjurifdiBion. He is depri-

ved of it on the revolution. He is rejlored.

Capital of Maryland, Its trade and inha^

hitants.

IT was in the reign of Charles the firil,

that the Lord Baltimore applied for a

patent for a part of Virginia, and obtained in

1632, a grant of a trad: of land upon Chefa-

peak bay, of about an hundred and forty miles

long, and an hundred and thirty broad, hav-

ing Penfylvania, then in the hands of the

Dutch, upon the North, the Atlantic ocean

upon the Eaft, and the river Potowmack up-

on the South J in honour of the queen he

called this province Maryland.

Lord Baltimore was a Roman catholic,

and was induced to attem^^t this fettlement in

America,
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America, in hopes of enjoying liberty ofcon-

fcicnee for himfelf, and for fuch of bis friends

to whom the feverity ofthe laws might loofeia

their ties to their country, and make thenj

prefer an eafy banifhment with freedom, to

the conveniencies of England, embittered as

they were by the fharpnefs of the laws, and
the popular odium which hung over them.

The couit at that time was certainly very

little inclined to treat the Roman catholics ia

a harfh manner^ neither had thigy in reality

the kaft appearance of reafon to do fo; but

the laws themfelves were of a rigorous con fti-

tution ; and however the court might be in-

clined to relax thena, they could not in policy

do it, but with great refcrve. The puritan

party perpetually accufed the court ,and indeed

thcepifcopal church, of adefire of returning

to popery J and this aecufatign was fo popu-

lar, that it was not in the power of the couyt

V. fliew the papifts that indulgence which
they defired. The laws were ftill executed

with very little mitigation ; and they were in

themfelves of a much keener temper, than

thofe which had driven the puritans about

the fame time to feek a refuge in the fame

part of the world. Thefc reafqns made lord

Baltimore defirous to have, and the court

willing to give him, a place of retreat in

America.

0^2 The
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The fettlement of the colony coft the lord

Baltimore a large fum. It was made under

his aufpices by his brother, and about two
hundred perfons, Roman catholics, and mod
of them of good families. This fettlement at

the beginning did not meet with the fame dif-

ficulties, which embarrafl'ed and retarded moft

of the others we had made. The people

were generally of the better fort, a proper

fubordination was obferved amongft them,

and the Indians gave and took fo little offence,

that they ceded one half of their principal

town, and fome time after the whole of it

to thefe ftrangers. The Indian women taught

ours how to make bread of their corn; their

men went out to hunt and fifli with the Eng-
lifh; they aflifted them in the chace, and fold

them the game they took themfelves for a

trifling confideration j fo that the new fettlers

had a fort of town ready built, ground ready

cleared for their fubfiftence, and no enemy
to harrafs them.

Th«y lived thus, without much trouble or

fear, until fome ill-difpofed perfons in Virgi-

nia inlinuated to the Indians, that the Balti-

more colony had defigns upon them; that

they were Spaniards and not Englifhmen,

and fuch other ftories as they judged proper

to fow the feeds of fufpicion and enmity in

the minds of thefe people. Upon the firft

appearance,^^
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appearance, that the malice of the Virginians

had taken efFe(fl, the new planters were

not wanting to themfelves. They built a

good fort with all expedition, and took every

other neceffary meafure for their defence;

but they continued ftill to treat the Indians

with fo much kindnefs, that partly by that

and partly by the awe of their arms, the ill

defigns of their enemies were defeated.

As the colony met with fo few obflrudions,

aud as the Roman catholics in England were
yet more feverely treated in proportion as the

court party declined, numbers conflantly ar-

rived to replenilh the fcttlement; which the

lord proprietor omitted no care, and witheld

no expence to fupport and encourage; until

the ufurpation overturned the government at

home, and deprived him of his rights abroad.

Maryland remained under the governors ap-

pointed by the parliament and by Cromwell
until the reftoration, when lord Baltimore

was reinftated in his former pofTeffions, which
he cultivated with his former wifdom, care

and moderation. No people could live in

greater eafe and fecurity; and his lordfliip,

willing that as many as pofllble fliould en-

joy the benefits of his mild and equitable ad-

miniftration, gave his confent to an atH; of

aflembly, which he had before promoted i»i

his province, for allowing a free aad unlimit-

ed toleration for all who profcfled the chrilti-
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an religion of whatever denomination. This
liberty, which was never in the leaft inftanco

violated, encouraged a great number, not only

of the church of England, but ofprefbyterians,

quakers, and all kinds of diffenters, to fettle in

Maryland, which before that was almoft

wholly in the hands of Roman catholics.

This lord, though guilty of no maleadmini-

flration in his government, though a zealous

Roman catholic, and firmly attached to the

caufe of king James the fecond, could not

prevent his charter from being queflioned in

that arbitrary reign, and a fuit from being

commenced to deprive him of the property

and jurifdi<5tion of a province granted by the

royal favour, and peopled at fuch a vaft ex-

pence of his own. But it was the error of

that weak and unfortunate reign, neither to

know its friends, nor its enemies; but by
a blind precipitate condudt to hurry on every

thing of whatever confequencc with almoft

equal heat, and to imagine that the found of

the royal authority was fufficient to juftify

every fort of condudl to every fort of people.

But thefe injuries could not fhake the honour

and conftancy of lord Baltimore, nor tempt

him to defert the caufe of his mafter. Upon
the revolution he had no rcafon to expert any

favour; yet he met with more than king

James had intended him; he was deprived

indeed of all his jarifdi6lion, but he was left

the
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the profits of his province, which were by no
means inconfiderable ; and when his defcen-

dents had conformed to the church of Eng-
land, they were reftored to all their rights as

fully as the legiflature has thought fit that any

proprietor fhould enjoy them.

When upon the revolution power changed

hands in that province, the new men made
but an indifferent requital for the liberties and

indulgences they had enjoyed under the old

adminiftration. They not only deprived the

Roman catholics of all fliare in the govern-

ment, but of all the rights of freemen; they

have even adopted the whole body of the

penal laws of England againft them; they are

at this day meditating new laws in the fame

fpirit, and they would undoubtedly go to

the greateft lengths in this refpecft, if the

moderation and good fenfe of the govern-

ment in England did not fet fome bounds

to their bigotry; thinking very prudently

that it were highly unjuft, and equally impo-

litic, to allow an afylum abroad to any re-

ligious perfuafions which they judged it im-

proper to tolerate at home, and then to de-

prive them of its protedion, recolledting at

the fame time in the various changes which

our religion and government has undergone,

which have in their turns rendered evety

fort of party and religion obnoxious to the

reigning powers, that this American alylum

0^4 which
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\yhich has been admitted in the hotteif

times of perfecution at home, has proved

of infinite fervice, not only to the prefent

peace of England, but to the profperity of

its commerce, and the eftabliQiment of its

power. There are a fort of men, who will

not fee fo plain a truth; and. they are the

perfons who would appear to contend moft

warmly for liberty j but it is only a party

liberty for which they contend ; a liber-

ty, which they would ftretch out one way
only to narrow it in another ; they are not

alhamed of ufing the very fame pretences

for perfecuting others, that their enemies ufe

for perfecuting them.

This colony, as for a long time it had
with Penfylvania the honour of being un-

ilained with any religious perfecution, fo

neither they nor the Penfylvanians have

ever until very lately been harrafTed by the

calamity of any war, offenfive or defenfive,

with their Indian neighbours, with whom
they always lived in the moil exemplary

harmony. Indeed, in a war which the

Indians made upon the colony of Virgi-

nia, by miftake they made an incurfion into

the bounds of Maryland ; but they were
foon fenfible of their miftake, and attoned

for it. This prefent war indeed has chang-

ed every thing, and the Indians have been

taught to laugh at all their ancient alliances.

Maryland,
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Maryland, like Virginia, has no confider-

able town, and for the fame reafon; the

number of navigable creeks and rivers. An-
napolis is the feat of government. It is a

fmall but beautifully fituated town upon
the river Severn.

Here is the feat of the governor, and the

principal cuftom-houfe collecftion. The peo-

ple of Maryland have the fame eftablilhed

religion with thofe of Virginia, that of the

church of England; but here the clergy are

provided for in a much more liberal manner,

and they are the mod decent, and the beft of

the clergy in North America. They export

from Maryland the fame things in all

refpecfls that they do from Virginia. Their
tobacco is about forty thoufand hog{heads.

The white inhabitants are about forty thou-

fand J the negroes upwards of fixty thou-

fand.

'I !
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C H A P. XIX. W !

Attempts of the Fremb to fettle Carolina. They

arc beat off by the Spaniards,

IT mufl not be forgot, that we formerly

called ail the coaft of North America by
the name of Virginia. The province proper-

ly fo called, with Maryland and the Carolinas,

was known by the name of South Virginia.

By
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By the Spaniards it was confidered as part of

Florida, which country they made to extend

from New Mexico to the Atlantic ocean. By
them it was firft difcovcred ; but they treated

the natives with an inhumanity, which filled

them with fo violent an hatred to the Spanifli

name, as rendered their fcttlement there very

difficult J nor did they pu(h it vigoroufly, as

the country (hewed no marks of producing

gold or filver, the only things for which the

Spaniards then valued any country. Florida

therefore remained under an entire negleft in

Europe, until the reign of Charles the ninth,

king of France.

The celebrated leader lI the proteftants in

that kingdom, the admiral Chaflillon, who
was not only a great commander but an able

ftaiefman, was a man of too comprehenfive

views not to fee the advantages of a fettle-

ment in America; he procured two vcfTels

to be fitted out for difcoveries upon that coaft.

He had it probably in his thoughts to retire

thither with thofe of his perfuafion, if the

fuccefs which hitherto fuited fo ill with his

great courage and condudt, (hould at laft en-

tirely deflroy his caufe in France. Thefe

fhips in two months arrived upon the coaft

of America, near the river now called Albe^

marie in the province of North Carolina.

The French gave the Indians to underftand in

the beft manner they were able, that they

were
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were enemies to the Spaniards, which fecured

them a friendly reception, and the good offices

of the inhabitants. They were, however, in

no condition to make any fettlement.

On their return to France, the admiral, at

this time by the abominable policy of the

court apparently in great favour, was fo well

fatisfied with the account they had given of
the country, that in 1 564 he fitted out five or

fix (hips with as many hundred men aboard,

to begin a colony there. This was according-

ly done at the place of their landing in the

firft expedition. They built a fort here, which
they called Fort Charles, as they called the

whole country Carolina in honour of their

king then reigning. The Spaniards, who had
intelligence of their proceedings, difpatched a

confiderable force to attack this colony, who
not fatisfied with reducing it, put all the

people to the fword after quarter given ; and
committing great outrages upon the natives,

they paved the way for the vengeance which
foon after fell upon them for fuch an unnecef-

fary and unprovoked aft of cruelty. For
though the admiral and his party were by this

time deftroyed in the infamous mafiTacre of
St, Bartholomew, and though the defign of a

colony died with him, one M. de Gorgues, a

private gentleman, fitted out fome (hips, which
failed to that coafl purely to revenge the

murder of his countrymen, and his friends.

The
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The Indians greedily embraced the oppor-

tunity of becoming alTociatcs in the punifh-

ment of the common enemy. They joined in

the fiege of two or three forts the Spaniards

had built there; they took them, and in all of

them put the garrifon to the fword v/ithout

mercy.

Satisfied with this adion the adventurers

returned, and happily for us, the French
court did not underftand, blinded as they

were by their bigotry, the advantages which
might have been derived from giving Ameri-
ca to the proteftants, as we afterwards did to

the diflenters, as a place of refuge; if they

had taken this ftep, mod certainly we (hould

have either had no fettlements in America at

all, or they muft have been fmall in extent,

and precarious in their tenure, to what they

are at this day.

C H A P. XX.

Carolina is fettled by the EngJifj. Its confli-

flition. T^he lords proprietors refign their

charter. Made a royal go'vernment^ and di-

vided i?2to tivu provinces.

AFTER the French expedition, the

country of Carolina remained without

any attention from Spaniards, French or Eng-

liflb, until, as we obferved in the article of

Virginia, Sir Walter Raleigh projeded an

ellablifliment

,1
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cftablifliment there. It was not in the part

now called Virginia, but in North Carolina,

that our firft unhappy fettlements were made
and deftroyed. Afterwards the adventurers

entered the bay of Chefapeak, and fixed a

permanent colony to the Northward; fo that

although Carolina was the firft part of the

Atlantic coaft of America, which had an

European colony, yet by an odd caprice it

was for a long time deferted by both England

and France, who fettled with infinitely more
difficulty in climates much Icfs advantageous

or agreeable. -

It was not until the year 1663, in the

reign of Charles the fecond, that we had any
notion of formally fettlinj^; that country. In

that year the earl of Clare idon lord Chancel-

lor, the duke of Albemarle the lord Crave; 1,

lord Berkley, lord Afliley, afterwards earl of

Shaftefbury, Sir George Carteret, Sir William

Berkley, and Sir George Colleton, obtained a

charter for the property and jurifdidlion of

that country, from the 31ft degree of North
latitude to the 36th; and being inverted with

full power to fettle and govern the country,

they had the model of a conftitution framed,

and a body of fundamental laws compiled by

the famous philofopher Mr. Locke. On this

plan the lords proprietors themfelves ftood in

the place of the king, gave their aflent or dif-

fent as they thought proper to all laws, ap-

pointed

»,
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pointed all officers, and beftowed all titles o{

dignity. In his turn one of thefe lords aded
for the reft. In the province they appointed

two other branches, in a good meafure ana*

logous to the legiilatufe in England. They
made three ranks, or rather clafles of nobility.

The loweft was corapofed of thofe to whom
they had made grants of twelve thoufand

acres of land, Whom they called batons j

the next order had twenty-fourthoufand acres,

or two baronies, with the title of cafliques;

thefe were to anfwer our earls 5 the third had

two caffiquefhips, or forty-eight thoufand

acres, and w^re called landgraves, a title in

that province analogous to duke. This body

formed the upper houfe ; their lands were not

alienable by parcels. The lower houfe was

formed, as it is in the other colonies, of repre-

fentatives from the fevcral towns or counties.

But the whole was not called, as in the red

of the plantations, an affembly, but a par-

liament.

They began their firft fettlement at a point

of land towards the Southward oftheir diflridl:,

between two navigable rivers, though of no

long coufe, called Afliley and Cowper rivers,

and there laid the foundation of a city, called

Charles-town, which was defigned to be,

what it now is, the capital of the province.

They expended about twelve thoufand pounds

in the firil fettlement. But it was not chief-
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ly to the funds of the lords proprietors, that

this province owed its cftabliftinicnt. They
obfervcd what advantages the other colonies

derived from opening an harbour for refugees >

and not only fron this confideration, but

from the humane difpofition of that excellent

man who formed the model of their govern-

ment, they gave an unlimited toleration to

people of all religious perfuafions. This induc-

ed a great number of diflenters, over whom the

then government held a morefevere hand than

was confident with juftice or policy, to tranf-

port themfelves with their fortunes and fami-

lies into Carolina. They became foon at leaft

as numerons as the churchmen; and though
they difplayed none of that frantic bigotry

which difgraced the New England refugees,

they could not preferve themfelves from the

jealoufy and hatred of thofe of the church of

England, who having a majority in one of

the affemblies, attempted to exclude all dif-

fenters from a right of fitting there. This

produced diflentions, tumults, and riots every

day, which tore the colony to pieces, and

hindered it for many years from making that

progrefs which might be expedled from its

great natural advantages. The pepole fell into

difputes of no lefs violent a nature with the

lords proprietors, and provoking the Indians

by a feriesof unjuft and violent actions, they

gave occafion to two wars, in which how-
ever

41:
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ever they were vidorious, and fubdued almoft

all the Indian nations within their own bounds

at this tide of the Apalachian mountains.

Their inteftine difl:ra<^ions, and their fo-

reign wars, kept the colony fo low, that an

adt of parliament, if pofTible to prevent the

laft ruinous confequences of thefe divifions,

put the novint-V under the immediate care

and infpev^'on -1 the crown. The lords pro-

prietors making a virtue of neceflity, accepted

a recompence of about twenty-four thoufand

pounds^ both for the. property and jurifdidlion;

except the earl Granville, who kept his eighth

part of thc: property, which comprehends very

near half of North Carolina, on that part

which immediately borders upon the pro-

vince of Virginia. Their conflitution in thofe

points wherein it differed from that of the

other colonies, was altered; and the country,

lor the more commodious adminiftration of

affairs, was divided into two diftindl indepen-

dent governments, called North Carolina and

South Carolina. This was in the year 1728.

In a little time a firm peace was eftabli(hed

with all thc neighbouring Indian nations, the

Cherokees, the Creeks, and the Cataubas;

thc province began to breathe from its inter-

nal quarrels, and its trade has advanced every

year fince that time with an aflonifliing rapi-

dity.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXI.

lSUuaiIo?!y climafe^ &c. of Carolina, Its ant'*

mal and 'vegetable produBions,

THESE two provinces lying betwrea

the 31ft and 36th degrees of latitude,

are up>vards of four hundred miles in length,

and in breadth to the Indian nations, near

three hundred. The climate and foil in thefe

countries, do not confiderably differ from
thofe of Virginia; but where they differ, it

is much to the advantage of Carolina, which
on the whole may be confidered one of the

iinefl climates in the world. The heat in

fummcr is very little greater than in Virginia;

but the winters are milder and fhorter, and the

year in all refpecfts does not come to the fame
violent extremities. However tlie weather,

though in general ferene as the air is healthy,

yet like all American weather, it makes luch

quick changes, and thofe fo fharp, as to oblige

the inhabitants to rather more caution in their

drefs and diet, than we are obliged to ufe in

Europe. Thunder and lightning is frequent;

and it is the only one of our colonies upon the

continent which is fubjed: to hurricanes; but

they are very rare, and not near fo violent as

thofe of the Wefl-Indies. Patr of the month
of March, and all April, May, and ths great-
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eft part of June, are here inexpreflibly tempe-

rate and agreeable, but in July, Auguft, and

for almoft the whole of September, the heat

is very intenfe; and though the winters are

fharp, efpecially when the North-Weft wind
prevails, yet they are feldom fevere enough to

freeze any confiderable water; afFedting only

the mornings and evenings, the frofts have

never fufficient ftrength to refift the noon-day

fun; fo that many tender plants which do not

fland the winter of Virginia, flouriili in Caro-

lina ; for they have oranges in great plenty

near Charles-town, and excellent in their

kinds, both fweet and four. Olives are rather

negledted by the planter, than denied by the

climate. The vegetation of every kind of

plant is here almoft incredibly quick; for

there is fomething fo kindly in the air and

foil, that where the latter has the moft barren

and unpromifmg appearance, if negledled for

a while, of itfelf it fhoots out an immenfe
quantity of thofe various plants and beautiful

flowering (hrubs and flowers, for which this

country is fo famous, and of which Mr. Ca-

tefljy is his Natural Hiftory of Carolina has

made fuch fine drawings.

The whole country is in a manner one

foreft, where our planters have not cleared it.

The trees are almoft the fame in every refped:

with thofe produced in Virginia; and by the

different fpccies of thcfc, the quality of the

foil
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foil is eafily known; for thofe grounds which
bear the oaic, the walnut, and the hickory,

are extremely fertile ; they are of a dark fand,

intermixed with loam, and as all their land

abounds with nitre, it is a long time before

it is exhaufted; for here they never ufe any
manure. The pine barren is the worft of all j

this is an almoft perfectly white fand, yet it

bears the pine tree and fome other ufeful

plants naturally, yielding, good profit in

pitch, tar, and turpentine j when this fpecies

of land is cleared, for two or three years toge-

ther it produces very tolerable crops of Indian

corn and peafej and when it lies low and
is flooded, it even anfwers well for rice. But
what is the befl: of all for this province, this

worft fpecies of its land is favourable to a

fpecies of the mod valuable of all its produdts,

to one of the kinds of indigo. There is ano-

ther fort of ground, which lies low and wet
upon the banks of fome of their rivers 5 this is

called fwamp, which in fome places is in a

manner ufelefs, in others it is far the richeft of

all their grounds; it is a black fat earth, and
bears their great ftaple rice, which mi.'>1 have

in general a rich moid foil, in the greateft

plenty and perfection. The country near the

fea and at the mouths of the navigable river?,

is much the worft: j for moft of the land

there is of the fpecies of the pale, light, fandy-

eoloured ground; and whai is other wife in
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thofe parts, is little better than an unhealthy

and unprofitable fait marfh -, but the country,

as you advance in it, improves continually ;

and at an hundred miles diftance from Charles-

town, where it begins to grow hilly, the foil

is of a prodigious fertility, fitted for every

purpofc of human life. The air is pure and

wholfome, and the fummer heats much more
temperate than in the flat country ; for Caro-

lina is all an even plain for eighty miles from

the fea ; no hill, no rock, fcarce even a peb-

ble to be met with : fo that the beft part of

the maritime country, from this famenefs,

muft want fomething of the fine efFedt which

Its beautiful products would have by a more
variegated and advantageous difpofition ; but

nothing can be imagined more pleafant to the

eye than the back country, and its fruitful-

nefs is almoft incredible. Wheat grows ex-

tremely well there, and yields a prodigious

increafe. In the other parts of Carolina they

raife but little, where it is apt to mildew
and fpend itfelf in ftraw ; and thefe evils the

planters take very little care to redrefs, as they

turn their whole attention to the culture of

rice, which is more profitable, and in which
they are unrivalled; being fupplied with what
wheat they want in exchange for this grain,

from New York and Pcnfylvania.

The land in Carolina is very eafily cleared

every where, as there is little or no under-

wood.
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wood. Their forefls confift moftly of great

trees at a confiderable diftance afunder ; fo

that they can clear in Carolina more land in

a week, than in the forefls of Europe they

can do in a month. Their method is to cut

them at about a foot from the ground, and

then faw the trees into boards, or convert them
into ftaves, heading, or other fpecies of lum-
ber, according to the nature of the wood, or

the demands at the market. If they are too

far from navigation, they heap them together,

and leave them to rot. The roots foon decay;

and before^ that they find no inconvenience

from them, where land is fo plenty.

The aboriginal animals of this country are

in general the fame with thofe of Virginia,

but there is yet a greater number and variety

of beautiful fowls. All the animals of Europe
are here in plenty ; black cattle are multi-

plied prodigioufly. About fifty years ago, it

was a thing extraordinary to have above three

or four cows, now fome have a thoufand

;

fome in North Carolina a great many more

;

but to have two or three hundred is very com-
mon. Thefe ramble all day at pleafure in

the forefts ; but their calves being feparated,

and kept in fenced paflurcs, the cows return

every evening to them ; they are then milked,

detained all night, milked in the morning, and

then let loofe again. The ho^^s range in the

fame manner, and return like the cows, by
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having (helter and fome victuals provided for

them at the plantation ; thefe are vaftly nume-
rous, and many quite wild ; many horned cat-

tle and horfes too run wild in their woods j

though at their firft fettlement there was not

one of thefe animals in the country. They
drive a great many cattle from North Caro-

lina every year into Virginia, to be flaugh-

tered there ; and they kill and fait fome beef,

land a good deal of pork, for the Weft-Indies,

within themfelves ; but the beef is neither fo

good, nor does it keep near fo long as what is

lent to the fame market from Ireland. They
export a confiderable number of live cattle to

Penfylvania and the Weft-Indies. Sheep are

not fo plenty as the black cattle or hogs,

neither is their flefti fo good j their yvool is

very ordinary.

CHAP. XXII.

The cofnntodittes of Carolinafor export, Rice^

indigo, pitch and tar, Procefs in raifmg and

manufaSiuring thefe comtnodities,

TH E trade of Carolina, befides theluni-

ber, provifion, and the like, which
It yields in common with the reft of America,

has three great ftaple commodities, indigo,

rice, and the produce of the pine, turpen-

tine, tar, and pitch* The two former com-
modities
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modities South Carolina has intirely to itfelfj

and taking in North Carolina, this part of

America yields more pitch and tar than all the

reft of our colonies.

Rice anciently formed by itfelf the ftaple

of this province ; this wholfome grain makes
a great part of the food of all ranks of peo-

ple in the Southern parts of the world j in the

Northern it is not fo much in requeft. Whilft
the rigour of the adt of navigation obliged

them to fend all their rice diredly to England,

to be re-fhipped for the markets of Spain and
Portugal ; the charges incident to this regula-

tion lay fo heavy upon the trade, that the cul-

tivation of rice, efpeciallyin time of war, when
thefe charges were greatly aggravated by the

rife of the freight and infurance, hardly an-

fwered the charges of the planter j but nfow

the legiflature has relaxed the law in this re-

fpedt, and permits the Carolinians to fend their

rice dire(5lly to any place to the Southward of

Cape Finifterre. This prudent indulgence

has again revived the rice trade } and though

they have gone largely, and with great fpirit

into the profitable article of indigo, it has not

diverted theii attention from the cultivation

of rice j they raife now above double the

quantity of what they raifed fome years ago;

and this branch alone of their commerce is,

at the loweft eftimation, worth one hundred

and fifty thoufand pounds flerling annually.

R 4 Indigo
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Indigo is a dye made from a plant of the

fame name, which probaMy was fo called

from India, where it was firft cultivated, and

from whence wc had for a confiderable time

the whole of what we confumed in Europe.

This plant is very like the fern >vhen grown,

and when young hardly diftinguifliable from

lucern-grafs j its leaves in general are pen-

nated, and terminated by a fingle lobe i the

flowers con fift of five leaves, and are of the

papilionaceous kind, the uppermoft petal be-

ing larger and rounder than the reft, and

lightly furrowed on the fide ; the lower ones

are fhort and end in a point ; in the middle

of the flower is fituated the ftile, which after-

wards becomes a pod, containing the feeds.

They cultivate three forts of indigo in Ca-

rolina, which demand the fame variety of foils.

Firft, the French or Hifpaniola indigo, which
flriking a long tap-root, will only fiourifli in

a deep rich foil ; and therefore, though an ex-

cellent fort, it is not fo much cultivated in

the maritim'- parts of Carolina, which arc

generally fanriy ; but no part of the world is

more fit to produce it in perfcdion than the

fame country, an hundred miles backwards

;

it is negle(f^ed too on another account, for it

liardly bears a winter fo iharp as that of

Carolina.

The fecond fort, which is the falfe guate-

mala, or true buhama, bears the winter better,

is
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is a more tall and vigorous plant, i^. railed in

greater quantities from the fame compafs of

ground ; is content with the worfl: foils in the

country, and is therefore more cultivated than

the firft fort, though inferior in the quality of

its dye.

The third fort is the wild indigo, which
is indigenous here ; this, as it is a native of

the country, anfwers the purpofes ofthe plan-

ter the beft of all, with regard to the hardi-

nefs of the plant, the eafinefs of the culture,

and the quantity of the produce ; of the qua-

lity there is fome difpute, not yet fettled

amongft the planters themfelves j nor can they

as yet diftindtly tell when they are to attribute

the faults of their indigo to the nature of the

plant, to the feafons, which have much in-

fluence upon it, or to fome defeat in the

manufadlure.

The time of planting the indigo, is gene-

rally after the firfl rains fucccedinffthe vernal

equinox ; the feed is fowed in frnall Uraight

trenches, about eighteen or twenty inches

afunder ; when it is at its height, it is gene-

rally eighteen inches tal!. It is fit for cutting,

if all things anfvvcr well, in tlic beginning of

July. Towards the end of Aiiguft a fecond

cutting is obtained j and if they have a mild
autumn, there is a third cutting at Michael-
mas ; the indigo land muil be weeded every

day, and th i plants cleaiifcd from worms, and

the
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the plantation attended with the greateft care

and diligence j about twenty-five negroes may
manage a plantation of fifty acres, and conv>

pleat the manufadure of the drug, befides

providing their own necefTary fubfiftence, and

that of the planter's family. Each acre yields,

if the land be very good, fixty or feventy pounds

weight of indigo j at a medium the produce

is fifty pounds. When the plant is beginning

to blofTom it is fit for cutting 5 and when cut,

great care ought to be taken to bring it to the

fteeper, without prefling or (baking it, as a

great part of the beauty of the indigo depends

upon the fine farina which adheres to the leaves

of this plant.

Th^ apparatus for making indigo is pretty

confiderable, though not very expenfive -, for

befides a pump, the whole confifts only of

vats and tubs of cyprefs wood, common and

cheap in this country. The indigo when cut

is firfl: laid in a vat about twelve or fourteen

foot long, and four deep, to the height of

about fourteen inches, to macerate and digeft.

Then this vefTel, which is called the fteeper, is

filled with water; the whole having lain from

about twelve or fixteen hours, according to the

weather, begins to ferment, fwell, rife, and

grow fenfibly warm ; at this time fpars of

wood arc run acrofs to prevent its rifing too

much, and a pin is then fet to mark the

bigheft point of its afcent ; when it falls be-

low
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low this mark, they judge that the fermen-

tation has attained its due pitch, and begins to

abate j this diredls the manager to open a

cock, and let off the water into another vat,

which is called the beater ; the grofs matter

that remains in the firft vat, is carried off to

manure the ground, for which purpofe it is

excellent, and new cuttings are put in as long

as the harveft of this weed continues.

When the water, llronglyimpregnated with

the particles of the Indigo, has run into the

fecond vat or beater, they attend with a fort

of bottomlcfs buckets, with long handles, to

work and agitate it 5 which they do inceffantly

until it heats, froths, ferments, and rifes above

the rim of the veffel which containsit j to zU
lay this violent fermentation, oil is thrown in

as the froth rifes, which inftantly finks h.

When this beating has continued for twenty,

thirty, or thirty-five minutes, according to the

ftate of the weather, (for in cool weather it

requires the longed co itinued beating) a fmall

muddy grain begins to be formed, the falts and

other particles ofthe plant united and difiTolved

before with the water, are now reunited, and

begin to granulate.

To difcover thefe particles the better, and

to find when the liquor is fufficiently beaten,

they take up fome of it from time to time

on a plate or in a glafs; when it appej^^s in an

hopeful condition, they let loofe fome lime

w ater
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water from an adjacent vefTel, gently ftirring

the whole, which wonderfully facilitates the

operation; the indigo granulates more fully,

the liquor afTumes a purplifh colour, and the

whole is troubled and muddy; it is now fuf-

fered to fettle ; then the clearer part is let to

run off into another fucceflion of veffels, from

whence the water is conveyed away as faft as

it clears at the top, until nothing remains but

a thick mud, which is put into bags of coarfe

linen. Thefe are hung up and left for fome

time until the moifture is entirely drained off.

To finilh the drying this mud is turned out of

the bags, and worked upon boards of fome

porous timber with a wooden fpatula; it is

frequently expofed to the morning and even-

ing fun, but for a {hort time only ; and then

it is put into boxes or frames, which is called

the curing, expofed again to the fun in the fame

cautious manner, until with great labour and

attention the operation is finifhed, and that

valuable drug called indigo, fitted for the mar-

ket. The greateft fkill and care is required in

every part of the procefs, or there may be

great danger of ruining the whole; the water

mufl not be fuffcred to remain too fliort or

too long a time, either in the flecper or beater;

the beating itfelf mufl be nicely managed fo

as not to exceed or fallihort; and in the curing,

the exacft medium between too much or tcx^

iitcle drying is not cafily attained. Nothing

but
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but experience can make tlie overfeer fkilful in

thefe matters.

There are two methods of trying the good-

nefs of indigo; by fire and by water; if it fwims

it is good, if it finks it is naught, the heavier

the worfe; fo if it wholly dilTolves in water it

is good. Another way of proving is, by the

fire ordeal ; if it entirely burns away it is good,

the adulterations remain untouched.

There is perhaps no branch of manufadture,

in which fo large profits may be made upon
fo moderate a funcl, as that of indigo; and

there is no country in which this manufac-

ture can be carried on to fuch advantage as

in Carolina, where the climate is healthy, pro-

vifion plentiful and cheap, and every thing

necefTary for that bufinefs had with the great-

efl eafe. To do juflice to the Carolinians, they

have not negle<fl:ed thefe advantages; and if

they '"ontinue to improve them with the fame

fpirit in which they have begun, and attend

diligently to the quality of their goods, they

mufl naturally and neceffarily come to fup-

ply the whole confumption of the world with

this commodity ; and confequently make their

country the richefl, as it is the pleafantell

and mofl fertile part of the Britifh domi-

nions.

In all parts of Carolina, but efpecially in

North Carolina, they make great quantities (^f

turpentine, tar and pitch. They are all the

produce

i' '
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produce of the pine. The turpentine is drawn
fimply from incifions made in the tree j they

are made from as great an height as a man can

reach with an hatchet; thefe incifions meet at

the bottom of the tree in a point, where they

pour their contents into a veflel placed to re-

ceive them. There is nothing further in this

procefs, But tar requires a more conliderable

apparatus and great trouble. They prepare

a circular floor of clay, declining a little towards

the center J from this is laid a pipe of wood,

the upper part of which is even with the floor,

and reaches ten feetwithout the circumference;

under the end the eafh is dug awav, and

barrels placed to receive the tar as it runs.

Upon the floor is built up a large pile of pine

wood fplit in pieces, and i'arrounded with a

wall of earth, leaving only a fmall aperture at

the top where the fire is firf.; kindled. When
the fire begins to burn, they cover chis open-

ing likewife to confine the fire from flaming

out, and to leave only fufEcient heat to force

the tar downwards to the floor. They tem-

per the heat as they pleafe, by running a flick

into the wall of clay, and giving it air. Pitch

is made by boiling tar in large iron kettles

fet in furnaces, or burning it m round cl?y

holes made in the earth. The greatefl quan-

tity of pitch and tar is made in North Ca«

xolina.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXIII.

North Carolina
^ fomc account of its fettlement.

Bad jiate of that province. Is conjiderably

improved, Chiej town.

THERE are in the two provincea

which compofe Carolina, ten naviga-

ble rivers of a very long courfe, and innu-

merable fmallcr ones, which fall into them,

all abounding in iifh. About fifty or fixty

miles from the fea, there are falls in mofl:

of the great rivers, which as you approach

their fources, become more frequent. This
is the cafe of almoft all the American rivers;

at thefe falls, thofe who navigate thefe rivers

land their goods, carry them beyond the cata-

radl on horfes or waggons, and then re-fhip

them below or above it.

The mouths of the rivers in North Carolina

form but ordinary harbours, and do not admit,

except one at Cape Fear, velTels of above

feventy or eighty tons; fo that larger (hips

are obliged to lie off in a found called Oca-
cock, which is formed between fome iflands

iind the continent. This lays a weight upon
their trade by the expence oi lighterage.

North Carolina, partly upon that occafion, but

principally that the firft fettlements were made
as near as poffible to the capital, which lies

confidcrably

r
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confiderably to the Southward, was greatly

ncgkdted For a long time it was but ill in-

habited, and by an indigent and diforderly

people, who had little property, and hardly

any law or government to prote<ft them in

what they had. As commodious land grew
fcarce in the other colonies, people in low
circumftances obferving that a great deal of

excellent and convenient land was yet to be

patented in North Carolina, were induced

by that circumflance to plant themfelves

there. Others who faw how they profpered,

followed their example. The government

became more attentive to the place as it became
more valuable; by degrees fomething of a

better order was introduced The effcdt of

which is, that though by no means as wealthy

as South Carolina, North Carolina has many
more white people; things begin to wear a

face of fettlement ; and the difficulties they

have lain under aie not fo many nor fo grea,

as to make us negledt all future efforts, or

hinder us from forming very rcafonable ex-

pc(^ations of feeing the trade of this country,

with proper management, become a flourifli-

ing and fruitful branch of the Britifli American

commerce. That even now it is far from con-

temptible, may appear by a lift of their ex-

ported commodities, which I fliall fabjoin.

Edenton was formerly the capital of North

Carolina, if a trifling village can deferve that

denomination;
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denomination ; but the prefent governor Mr.
Dobbs has projedled one further South upon
the river Neus; which, though it has the

advantage of being fomething more central,

is by no means equally well fituated for trade,

which ought always to be of the firfl: confide-

ration in whatever regards any of the colonies.

However, none of their towns are worti*

mentioning ; the conveniency of inland navi-

gation in all our Southern colonies, and the

want of handicraftfmen, is a great and almoft

infuperable obftacle to their ever having any

confiderable.

CHAP. XXIV.

An account of Cbarks'toivn, Port-Royat. The

trade of Carolina, Its 'vafl incrcaj'e. Articki

not fufficiently attended to there,

THE only town in either of the Caro-

linas which can draw our attention is

Charles-town; and this is one of the iirft in

North America for fize, beauty, and trcffic.

Its (ituation I have already mentioned, lb admi-

rably chofen at the confluence oftwo navigable

rivers. Its harbour is good in every refpedt, but

thatofa bar, which hinders vcffels ofmore than

two hundred tons burthen from entering. The
town is regularly and pretty ftrongly fortified

both by nature and art; the Iheers are well

Vol. II. S cut;
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cut; the houfes are large and well built, and

rent extremely high. The church is fpacious,

and executed in a very handlbme tafte, ex-

ceeding every thing of that ivind v/hich we
have in America. Here befides the fcveral

denominations, of diiTenters have their meet-

ing houfes. It contains about eight hundred

houfes, '•nd is the feat of the governor and the

place of meeting of the afTembly. Several

handfome equipages are kept here. The
planters and merchants are rich, and well

bred; the people are fliowy and expenfive in

their drefs and way of living; fo tliat every

thing confpires to make this by much the

livelieft and politeft place, as it is one of the

richell too in all America.

The heft harbour in this province is far to

the Southward, on the borders of Georgia,

called Port-Royal. This might give a capa-

cious and fafe reception to the largeft fleets of

the greatcfl: bulk and burthen; yet the town,

which is called Beaufort, built upon an illand

of the fame name with the harbour, is not

as yet confidcrable, but it bids fair in time for

becoming the firft trading town in this part

of America.

The import trade of South Carolina from
CJreat Britain and the Weft- Indies, is the

fame in all rcfpeds with that of the reft of the

(olonies, and it is very Irirge. Their trade

v;ith the Indian:; is likcv/ife in a very fiourifh-

mg
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ing condition. As for its export, both the

nature of that, and its
|
rodigious increafe, may

be difcerned from the following comparative

tables, which let us fee how much this colony

has really advanced in a few years; as an at-

tentive confideration of its natural advantages

muft (hew us how much it muil advance, if

properly managed, as there is fcarce any im-
provement of which this excellent country is

not capable.

Exported from
In the year 173 i.

Rice, 41,957 barrels

Indigo, 00,000 pounds
Deerikins, 300 hds.

Pitch, 10,750 barrels

Tar, 2,063 ditto

Turpent. 759 ditto

Beef, pork, &c. not

particularized.

ing

Charles-town.

In the year 1754.
Rice, 1 04,682 barrels

Indigo, 2 1 6,924 pds.

Deer fkins, 460 hogiheidi

1 14 bund.

508 loofe

Pitch, 5,869 barrels

Tar, 2,945 ditto

Turpentine, 759 ditto

Beef, 416 ditto

Pork, 1,560 ditto

Ind. corn, 16,428 bufli.

Peas, 9,162 ditto

Tanedlea.4,196 hides

Hides in the hair

1,200

3hing.i,i 14,000
Staves, 206,000
f.umb. 395,000 feet

S 2 Befidej.
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Bedded a great deal of live cattle, horfes,

cedar, cyprels, and walnut plank j bees wax,

myrtle, andfome raw filk and cotton.

North Carolina, which is reputed one of the

leaft flourifhing of our fettleoicnts, and which

certainly lay under great difficulties, yet is with-

in a few years greatly improved. The confe-

quence of this inferior province may appear by

tne following view of its trade, which I can

take upon me to fay is not very far from being

exaft ; it is at leaft fufficiently fo to enable us

to form a proper idea of this province, and its

corumercc.

i

(ii>;

V

Exported from- all the ports of North Carolina

'^^ 1753-
Tar, 61,528 barrels.

Pitch, 12,055 ditto.

Turpentine, 10,429 ditto*

Staves, 762,330 no.

Shingles, 2,500,000 no.

Lumber, 2,000,647 feet.

Corn, 61,580 bufliels.

Peas, about 10,000 ditto.

Pork & B^d, 3,300 barrels.

Tobacco, about 1 00 hogsheads.

Tanned lea. about 1000 hundredweight.
Deer fkins in all ways, about 30,000.

Befides a very confiderable quantity of wheat,

rice, bread, potatoes, bccs-wax, tallow, can-

dles, bacon, hog's lard, feme cotton, and a

vaft
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vafl: deal of fquared timber of walnut and
cedar, and hoops and headings of all forts. Of
late they raife indigo, but in what quantity I

cannot determine, for it is all exported from
South Carolina. They raife likewife much
more tobacco than 1 have mentioned, but

this, as it is produced on the frontiers of Vir-

ginia, fo it is exported from thence. They
export too no inconfiderable quantity of bea-

ver, racoon, otter, fox, minx, and wild cats

ikins, and in every (hip a good deal of live

catde, befidcs what they vend in Virginia.

Both in North and South Carolina they have

made frequent, but I think not vigorous nof

fufficiently continued efforts in the cultivation

of cotton and filk. What they have fent

home of thefe commodities is or fo excellent

a kind, as to give us great encouragement to

proceed in a bufinefs which we have not

taken to heart with all that warmth that its

importance in trade, and the fifnefs of the

climate for thefe moft valuable articles cer-

tainly deferves. It was a long time before this

province went into the profitable tr£»de of

indigo, notwithftanding a premium fubfift-

ed a good many years for all that fhould be

raifed in our plantations ; the thing was at

firft defpaired of, and it was never judged that

Carolina could produce this drug j but no

fooner had a few (hewn a fpirited and fuccefs-

ful example, than all went into it fo heartily,

S 3
that
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that though it is but about fix years firrce

they began, I am informed that five hundred

thoufand weigh •" was made laft year j and as

they go on, in a very little time they will fup-

ply the market with a commodity, which be-

forewe purchafed everyounce from the French

and Spaniards. Silk requires flill more trouble,

and a clofer attention ; as yet it proceeds with

languor, nor will a premium alone ever fuffice

to fet on foot in a vigorous manner a manu-
facture, which will find great difficulties in

any country, which does not abound in hands

that can work for very trifling wages. The
want of this advantage in Carolina, though no
part of the world is fitter for this bufinefs, and

no bufinefs could be fo advantageous to Eng-
land, will for a very long time be an impedi-

ment to the manufacture of raw filk, unlefs

fome proper, well ftudied, and vigoroufly ex-

ecuted fcheme be fet on foot for that purpofe;

and furely it is a matter worthy of a very fe-

rious confideration. America is our great

refource ; this will remain to us when other

branches of our trade are decayed, or exift no
more ; and therefore we ought to grudge no
expence that may enable them to anfwer this

end fo effedually, as one day to fupply the

many lofTes we have already had, and the

many more we have but too much reafon to

apprehend in our commerce. Thefe expences

ai'e not like the expences of war, heavy in

their
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their nature, and precarious in their efFecfts

;

but when judicioufly ordered, the certain and
infalHble means of rich and fucceflive harvefts

of gain to the lateft poflerity, at the momen-
tary charge of a comparatively fmall quantity

of feed, and of a moderate hulbandry to the

prefent generation.

CHAP. XXV.

Settlement of Georgia, Reafons for it. The
plan of thejettlement defe^i've. Attempts to

remedy it.

IN the year 1732, the government obferving

that a great tra(5t of land in Carolina upon
the borders of the Spanilh Florida lay wafte

and un fettled, refolved to eredt it into a fepa-

rate province, and to fend a colony thither.

This they were the rather induced to do,

becaufe it lay on the frontier of all our pro-

vinces naked and defencelefs ; whereas if it

could be properly fettled, it would be a ftrong

barrier to them upon that fide, or at leaft

would be fufficient to protecft Carolina from
the incurfions which the Indians, inftigated

by the French or Spaniards, might make
upon that province. They had it likewife in

their view to raife wine, oyl, and filk, and to

turn the indullry of this new people from the

S 4 tim«
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timber and provifion trade, which the other

colonies had gone into too largely, into chan-

nels more advantageous to the public. Laud-
able defigns in every refpei^; though perhaps

the means which were taken to put them in

execution, were not altogether anfwerable.

That whole country which lies between

the rivers Savannah and Alatamaha North

and South, and from the Atlantic ocean on

the Eaft, to the great South-Sea upon the

Weft, was vefted in truftees; at the end of that

period the property ir chief was to revert to

the crown. This country extends about iixty

miles from North and South near the fea, but

widens in the more remote parts to above

one hundred and fifty. From the fea to the

Apalachian mountains it is not much (hort of

three hundred.

In purfuance of the original defign, the

truftees refolved to encourage poor people to

fctde in the province, which had been com-
mitted to their care ; and to this purpofe

found them in necefiaries to tranfport them
into a country, of which they had previoufly

publiftied a moft exaggerated and flattering

defcription. In reality the country differs

little from South Carolina, but that the fum-
mers arc yet hotter, and the foil in the gene-

ral of a poorer kind. The colony was fent

over under the care of Mr. Oglethorpe, who
very



! I ';»

Settlemei^Ts in America. 265

very gcneroufly bcdowed his own time and
pains, without any reward, for the advance-

ment of the fettlement.

The truftees had very well obferved, that

many of our colonies, efpecially that of South

Carolina, had been very much endangered

both internally and externally, by fuffering the

negroes to grow fo much more numcrou?
than the whites. An error of this kind, they

judged, in a colony which was not only to

defend itfclf, but to be in fame fort a pro-

tedkion to the others, would have been incx^

cufable ; they for that reafon forbid the im-»

portation of negroes into Georgia. In the

next place, they obferved that great mifchiefs

happened in the other fettlements from mak-
ing vaft grants of land, which the grantees

jabbed out again to the difcouragement of the

fcttlers ; or what was worfe, fuffercd to lie

idle and uncultivated. To avoid this mifchief,

and to prevent the people from becoming
wealthy and luxurious, which they thought

inconfiflent with the military plan upon which
this colony was founded, they allowed in the

common courfe of each family but twenty-

five acres j and none could, according to the

original fcheme, by any means come to poill-fs

more than five hundred. Neither did they

give an inheritance in fee fimple, or to the

heirs general of the fettlers, but granted them
their lands inheritable only by their mile

illue.

mm
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fiances of things, in a much more eafy con-

dition. Befides, there were no methods taken

to animate them under the hardfhips they

endured. All things contributed to difpirit

them.

A levelling fcheme in a new colony is

a thing extremely unadvifeable. Men are

feldom induced to leave their country, bui

upon fome extraordinary profpedsj there

ought always to be fomething of a vaftnefs

in the view that is prefented to them, to

ftrike powerfully upon their imagination ; and
this will operate, becaufe men will never rea-

fon well enough to fee, that the majority ot

mankind are not endued with difpofitions

proper to make a fortune any where, let the

propofed advantages be what they will. The
majority of mankind m.uft always be indigent;

but in a new fettlement they muft be all fo,

unlefs fome perfons there are on fuch a com-
fortable and fubftantial footing, as to give di-

recftion and vigour to the induftry of the reft;

for in every well contrived building there

muft be ftrong beams and joifts, as well as

fmaller bricks, tiles and laths. Perfons of fub-

ftance found themfelves difcouraged from at-

tempting a fettlement, by the narrow bounds

which no induftry could enable them to

pafs; and the defign of confirming the in-

heritance to the male line was an additionul

difcouragement. The fettlcrs found them-
felves

./S
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felves not upon a par with the other colonics.

There was an obvious inconvenience in leav-

ing no provifion at all for females, as in a new
colony the land muft be, for fome time at

leaft, the only wealth of the family. The
quantity of twenty-five acres was undoubtedly

too fmall a portion, as it was given without

any confideration of the quality of the land,

and was therefore in many places of very

little value. Add to this, that it was clogged

after a (hort free tenure, with a much greater

quit-rent than is paid in our beft and longeft

fettled colonies. Indeed through the whole

manner of granting land, there appeared, I

know not what low attention to the trifling

profits that might be derived to the truftecs

or the crown by rents and efcheats, which
clogged the liberal fcheme that was firft laid

down, and was in itfelf extremely injudicious.

When you have a flouriihing colony, with ex-

tenfive fettlements,from thefmallerf quit-rents

the crown receives a large revenue ; but in an

ill-fettled province, the greatefl: rents make but

a poor return, and yet are fufficient to burthen

and impoverifh the people.

The tail male grants were fo grievous, that

the truftees thcmfelves corredled that error in

a fliorttime. The prohibition of rum, though

fpecious in appearance, had a very bad effed".

The waters in this unfettled country running

an extent of forcft, were not

whclfome
through fuch

^
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wTrolfotnc drinking, and wanted the correc-

tive of a little fpirit, as the fettlers themfelves

wanted fomething to fupport their ftrength in

the extraordinary and unufual heat of the cli-

mate, and the dampnefs of it in feverd places

difpofing them to agues and fevers. But what
was worfe, this prohibition in a manner depri-

ved them of the only vent they had for the on-

ly commodities they could fend to market,

lumber and corn, which could fell no where
but in the fugar iflands, and with this reftric-

tion of negroes and rum, they could take very

little from them in return.

1

1

CHAP. XXVI.

Colony nenv modelled. Faults in the new conjli*

tution, Tirade of this proiiince,

AL L thefe, and feveral other inconveni*

encies in the plan of the fettlement,

faifed a general difcontent in the inhabitants j

they quarrelled with one another, and with

their magiftrates ; they complained ; they re-

monftrated j and finding no fatisfadtion, many
of them fled out of Georgia, and difoerfed

themfelves where they deemed the encourage-

ment better, to all the other colonies. So

that of above two thoufand people, who hvj

tranfported themfelves from Europe, i'.i a lit le

time not above ^iX or itvtn hundred were to

be

i
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be found in Georgia ; fo far were they from
increafing. The mifchief grew worfe and

worfe every day, until the government revok-

ed the grant to the truftees, took the province

into their own hands, and annulled all the par-

ticular regulations that were made. It was

then left exadlly on the fame footing with Ca-

rolina.

Though this Hep has probably Awed the

colv/ny from entire ruin, yet it was liOt per-

haps fo well done to negled: entirely the firll

views upon which it was fettled. Thefe were

undoubtedly judicious; and if the methods

taken to compafs them were not fo well direct-

ed, it was no argument againfl: the defigns

themfelves, but a reafon for fome change in the

inftruments defigned to put them in execution.

Certainly nothing wants a regulation more,

than the dangerous inequality in the num-
ber of negroes and whites in fuch of our pro-

vinces where the former are ufed. South Ca-

rolina, in fpite of its great wealth, is really in a

more defencelefs condition, than a knot of poor

townfhips on the frontiers of New England.

In Georgia, the firft error of abfolutely prohi-

biting the ufe of negroes, might be turned to

very good account; for they would have re-

ceived the permiflion to employ them under

what qualifications foever, not as a reftridtion,

but as a favour and indulgence ; and by execu-

ting: whatever regulations we (hould make ii)

this
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tills point with ftridnefs, by degrees we might
fee a province fit to anfwer all the ends of de-

fence and traffic too; whereas we have let

them ufe fuch a latitude in that affair, which

we were fo earneft to prevent, that Georgia

inftead of being any defence to Carolina, does

adlually ftand in need of a confiderable force

to defend itfelf.

As for the fcheme of vines and filk, we
were extremely eager in this refpedt in the

beginning; and very fupine ever lince. At
that time fuch a defign was clearly impracfti-

eable; becaufe a few people fcated in a wild

country mult firft provide every thing for ^he

fupoort of life, by raifing of corn and breed-

ing of catde, before they can think of manu-
fadures of any kind; and they mud grow
numerous enough to fpare a number of hands

from that mort necelTary employment, before

tiiey can fend fuch things in any degree of

cheapnefs or plenty to a good market. But

now there is little faid of either of thefe ar-

ticles, though the province is longer fettled

and grown more populous. But the misfor-

tune is, that though no people upon earth ori-

ginally conceive things better than the Englifh

do, they want the unremitting perfeverance

which is ncceffiiy to bring defigns of conle-

quence to perfection. Wc are apt fuddenly

to change our mealures upon any failure;

without fufiiciently confKiering whether the

failure
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failure has been owing to a fault in the fcheme
itfelf 5 this does not arife from any dcfe<5l pe-

culiar to our people, for it is the fault of

mankindin general, if left to themfelves. What
is done by us is generally done by the fpirit of

the people 5 as far as that can go we advance,

but no farther. We want political regulations,

and a fteady plan in government, to remedy
the defefts that muft be in all things, which
depend merely on the chara(5ter and difpofition

of the people.

At prefcnt Georgia is beginning to emerge,

though flowly, out of the difficulties that at-

tended its firft eftablifliment. It is ftill but in-

differently peopled, though it is now twenty-

fix years fince its firfl fettlement. Not one

of our colonies was offo flow a growth, though
none had fo much of the attention of the go-

vernment, or of the people in general, or

raifed fo great expe(flations in the beginning.

They export fome corn and lumber to the

Wefl-Indies; theyraife fome rice, and of late

are going with fuccefs into indigo. It is not

not to be doubted but in time, when their in-

ternal divifions are a little better compofed,

the remaining errors in the government cor-

redted, and the people begin to multiply, that

they will become a ufeful province.

Georgia has two towns already known in

trade; Savannah the capital, which flands very

well for bulinefs about ten miles from the Tea,

upon
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upon a noble river of the lame name, which
is navigable two hundred miles further for

large boats, to the fecond town, called Auguf-
taj this ftands upon a fpot of ground of the

greateft fertility, and is fo commodionfly fitua-

ted for the Indian trade, that from the firft

eftablifhment of the colony it has been in a

very flourifhing condition, and maintained very

early fix hundred whites in that trade alone.

The Indian nations on their borders are the up-

per and lower Creeks, the Chickelaws, and the

Cherokees; who are fome of the mofl nume-
rous and powerful tribes in America. The
trade of fkins with this people is the largeft

we have, it takes in that of Georgia, the two
Carolinas and Virginia. We deal with them
fomewhat in furs likewifc, but they areofaa

inferior fort. All fpecies of animals, that

bear the fur, by a wife providence have it

more thick, and of a fofter and finer kind as

you go to the northward; the greater the

cold, the better they are clad.

CHAP. XXVII*

Nova Scotia^ the time and reafo7ts of its fettle-

ment, French there. Climate andJoiL An*
Hapolisy Halifax and Limenburgh,

T^HE lafl: province we have fettled, of

rather began to fettle upon the conti-

nent of North America, is Nova Scotia.

Vol. II. T This
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This vaft province, called by the French

Acadie, has New England and the Atlantic

ocean to the South and South-Weft, and the

luver and gulph of St. Laurence to the North

and North-Eaft. It lies between the 44th

and 50th degrees of North latitude, and

though in a very favourable part of the tem-

perate zone, has a winter of an almoft infup-

portable length and coldnefs, continuing at

leaft feven months in the year; to this im-

mediately fucc .eds, without the intervention of

any thing that may called fpring, a fummer
of an heat as violent as the cold, though

of no long continuance; and they are wrapt

]n the gloom of a perpetual fog, even long af-

ter the fummer feafon has commenced. In

moft parts, the foil is thin and barren, the

corn it produces of a fhrivelled kind like rye,

and the grafs intermixed with a cold fpungy

mofs. However it is not uniformly bad ; there

are tradts in Nova Scotia, which do not yield

to the beft land in New England.

Unpromifing as this country is, yet negled-

ing all thofe delightful tradts to the Southward,

it was here that fome of the firft European
fettlements were made. The French feated

themfelves here before they made any efta-

blifhment in Canada; but whatever unaccoun-

table ignorance influenced their choice, the

induftry and vigour of that time deferves our

applaufe ; for though they had infinitely more
difHculties
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ilifHculties to ftruggle with than we have at

this day, and not the hundredth part of the

fuccours from Europe, yet they fubfifted in a

tolerable manner, and increafed largely j when
the colony which in our days we have fixed

there, if the fupport of the royal hand was
withdrawn but for a moh*cnt, after all ttie

immenfe funis which have been expendeu in

its eftablifhraent, would undoubtedly fink into

nothing. It is with difficulty it fubfifts, even

cncoiiraged and fupported as it is. Yet the

defign of eftablifhing a colony here, with

whatever difficulties it might have been at-

tended, was a very prudent meafure ; for the

French would undoubtedly have profited of

our negledts, and have by fome means got

this cpyntry into their hands, to the great an-

nc^anqe of all our colonies, and to the great

benefit both of their fifhery and their fugar

iilands.

This country has frequently changed hands

from one private proprietor to the other, and
from the French to the Englifli nation, back-

ward and forward J until the treaty of Utrecht

eftablifiied our right in it finally; as the

treaty of Aix la Chapelle confirmed it. But
both were deficient in not afcertaining diftind;-

ly what bounds this province ought to have.

This was left to be adjufled by commifiaries.

Whilft they were debating, the French built

forts, and fecured fuch a part of the province

T 2 as
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as they were refolved to hold, I have not

throughout this work chofen to enter into

territorial difputes, becaufe they convey very

little private inftrudlion, and do nothing at aft

towards the eftablifhment of the public rights;

yet it is difficult to avoid remarking, that the

line which the French have drawn in Nova
Scotia, is not only not drawn by any treaty,

but that it is very apparently calculated to

fecure them thefe parts of the province which

they value moft, and at the fame time to pay

an apparent refpeft to the treaty of Utrecht by
leaving us fome part of Acadia.

The chief town we had formerly in this

province, was called Annapolis R.oyal ; but

though the capital, it was a fmall plac?.

wretchedly fortified, and yet worfe built and

inhabited. Here were ftationed the remains

of a regiment, which continued there very

little recruited lince the reign of queen Anne ;

but though this place never flourifhed, it flood

upon the very beft harbour, as it is faid, in

North America ; but it was not here, but on
theSouth-Eafl fide of the peninfula, that the

fetdement refolved and executed with fo much
fpirit at the end of the lafl war, was efla-

blifhed. This too flands upon a fine harbour,

very commodiouHy fituated, and rather better

than Annapolis for the iifhery. Tht town is

called Halifax from the prefent earl, to whofe
wifdom and care we owe this fettlemcnt. In
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1743, three thoufand families, at an immcnfe
charge to the government, were tranlported

into this country at once, and (I think) three

regiments flationed there to proteifl them from
the Indians, who have always (hewed them-
felves our moft implacable enemies. The
town is large, and for fo new a fettlement

well built. It has a good intrenchment of

timber, ftrengthened with forts of the fame

materials, fo as to be in little danger at leafl

from an Indian enemy.
Though this town of Halifax has, all

things confidered, a tolerable appearance, the

adjacent country is not improved in propor-

tion ; thv ground is very hard to be cleared ;

when cleared does not produce a great deal,

and labour is extravagantly dear. But this

colony has fufFered more from the incurfions

af the Indians than from' any thing elfe. Their

incurfions have been fo frequent, and attended

with fuch cruelties, that the people can hardly

extend themfelves beyond the cannon of the

fort, nor attend thti. works of agriculture

even there without the greateft danger. The
confeqqence of this is, that they do not raife

the fifth part of what is fufficient to maintain

them. Moft of their provifion of every fort

comes from New England, and they muft

have ftarved if it were not for the fifhery,

which it muft be owned is not contemptible,

and for fomc little naval ftores, and the pay
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of the garrifon, the fpending of which here

is the principal ufe of the troops; againll: the

Indian enemy they are of very little efFeift

;

though there are three regiments, and all the

fighting men the Indians can raife in that pro-

vince are not five hundred. The foldiers, in-

adive by their confinement in t^eir barracks,

difeafed for the moft part with the fcurvy,

and debilitated by the ufe of fpirituous liquors,

are quite an undermatch for the activity, vigi-

lance, patience, and addrefs of the American.

A company of wood rangers kept conftantly

to fcour the country near our fettlements, ard

a fmall body of Indians who might be brought

at an eafy rate from the friendly tribes who
inhabit our other fettlements, and encouraged

by a reward for what fcalps they fhould bring

home, fentto infefl the enemy amongfl their

own habitations, would have protefied our

colony, and long ago exterminated the Indians,

or reduced them to an ufeful fubjedlion, fince

unfortunatelywe have not the fecret of gaining

their afFedions. The eafy plan I have men-
tioned would not have had half the expence

attending it, that the maintalnance of a nume-
rous and almofl ufelefs garrifon has had, A
little experience v/ill flicw to the moft ordi-

nary underftandings, what hardly any fagacity

could have without it unveiled to the moft

penetrating ftatefman. It was a want of this

experience that caufed another miftake of al-

moft
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mod as bad a nature. Until the beginning of

this war a number of the ancien*- French co-

lony, fome fay ten or twelve thoufand fouls,

remained in the country, and were called and
treated in a manner as a neutral people, though
they ought to have been the king's fubjedts

;

but they yielded very little obedience to tha

crown of England, as in truth they had from
us very little protection, and they were even

accufed of encouraging the Indian incurfions,

and fupplying them with afins and ammuni-
tion to annoy our people. Had we eredled in

their country a little fort, and in it kept a fmall

garrifoii, to be maintained by that people

themfelves, appointed magiftrates, and made
them know the benefit and excellency of the

Britifli laws, and at the fame time impreffed

them with a dread of the Britifh power, we
might have favcd many ufeful people to this

colony, and prevented the neceffity (if it was
a neceffity) of ufing meafures, which, if they

are not impolitic, are certainly fuch as an

humane and generous mind is never con-

flrained to but with regret.

Ecfide? Annapolis and Halifax, we have

another fettlement a little to the South-Well

of the latter, called Lunenburg. This is a

branch of Germans from Halifax, who being

difcontented at the infertility of the foil there,

defired to go where there was better land to

be had, undertaking their own defence ; ac-
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cordingly they fettled where they defired, to

the number of feven or eight hundred, and

fucceed tolerably well. Upon a tumult which
arofc-amongft them, the governor fen't a party

of foldiers to pro':e6t them from their own
difcords, and from the enemy. This province

is yet but in its beginning, and therefore, ex-

cept in profpcdl, can afford us no great fubjed

matter of fpeculation.

CHAP. XXVIII.

^he tjland of Newfoundland. The fijhery there.

The Bermudas, Their fettlement and trade.

The Bahamas,

^1

im

TO the Eafl of this province lies the great

ifle of Newfoundland, above three hun-
dred miles long, and two hundred broad, ex-

tending quite up to New Britain, and forming

the E?ilem boundary of the gulf of St,

Laurence. This ifland, after various difputes

about the property, was entirely ceded to

England by the treaty of Utrecht. From the

foil of this illand we were far from reaping

any fudden or great advantage; for the cold

is long continued and intenfe; and the fum-
mer heat, though violent, warms it not enough
to produce any thing valuable; for the foil,

at leaft in thofe parts of the ifland with which
we are acquainted, (for we are far from know-

ing

i}^i
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ing the whole) is rocky and barren. How-
ever, it hath many large and fafe har'juurs j and

ieveral good rivers water it. Thic ifland,

whenever the continent fhall come to fail of

timber convenient to navigation, (which per-

haps is no very remote pjofpedl) will afford

a copious fupply for mafts, yards, and all

forts of lumber for the Weft-India trade.

But what at prefent it is chiefly valuable for,

is the great fifhery of cod, which is carried on
upon thofe flioals which are called the banks

of Newfoundland. In that the French and

Spaniards, efpecially the former, have a large

fhare. Our (hare of this fifliery is computed
to increafe the national ftock by three hun-
dred thoufand a year, in gold and filver, remit-

ted us for the cod we fell in the North, in

Spain, Portugal, Italy and the Levant. The
plv^nty of cod, both on the great bank and

the lefTer ones which lie to the Eaft and South

Eaft of this ifland, is inconceivable; and not

only cod, but feveral other fpecies of iifh

are there in abundance; all thefe fpecies

are nearly in an equal plenty all along the

fhores of New England, Nova Scotia, and the

ifle of Cape Breton; and confequently ex-

cellent fiiherifs are carried on upon all their

coafts. Where our American colonies are fo

ill peopled, or fo barren as not to produce any

thing from their foil, their coafts make us

ample amends; and pour in uoon us a wealth

of
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of another kind, and no way inferior to the

former, from their fiflieries.

We have in Norih America, befides this,

two clufters of iflands; the Bermudas or

Summer iflands, at a vaft diftance from the

continent in lat. 31. and the Bahama iflands.

The former were very early fettled, and were
much celebrated in the time of the civil wars,

when fevcral of the cavalier party being oblig-

ed to retire into America, fome of them, in

particular Mr. Waller, the poet, fpent fome
time in this ifland. Waller was extremely en-

amoured with the ferenity of*the air, and the

beauty and richnefs of the vegetable producti-

ons of thefc iflands; he celebrated them in a

poem, whi^wh is fine but unequal, which he
wrote upon this fubjedl.

The Bermudas are but fmall ; not contain-

ing in all upwards of twenty thoufand acres.

They are very difficult of accefs, being, as

Waller expreflTes it, walled with rocks. What
has been faid of the clearnefs and ferenity of

the air, and of the healthinefs of the climate,

was not exaggerated^ but the foil could never

boafl: of an extraordinary fertility. Their

beft produdlion was cedar, which was fupe-

rior to any thing of the kind in America. It

is ftill fo, though diminifhed confiderably in

quantity, which has, as it is imagined, chang-

ed the air much for the worfe 5 for now it is

much
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much more inconftant than formerly; and

feveral tender vegetables, which flourifhed

here at the firfl fettlement, being deprived of

their (helter, and expofed to the bleak North-

erly winds, are feen no more.

The chief, and indeed only bufinefs of

thefe iflanders, is the building and navigating

light floops, and brigantines, built with their

cedar, which they employ chiefly in the trade

between North Americr and the Weft-Indies.

Thefe veffels are as remarkable for their fwift-

nefs, as the wood of which they are built is

for its hard and durable quality. They ex-

port nothing from thcmfelves but fome white

ftone to the Weft- Indies, and fome of their

garden produdions. To England they fend

nothing. Formerly they made a good deal

of money of a fort of hats for womens wear
of the leaves of their palmetto*s, which whilft

thefafliion lafted were elegant; but the trade

and the fafhic^n are gone together.

Their whites are computed to be about five

thoufand, the blacks which they breed are the

beft in America, and as ufeful as the whites in

their navigation. The people of the Bermu-
das are poer, but healthy, contented, and re-

markably chearful. It is extremely furprifing

that they do not fet themfelves heartily to the

cultivation of vines in this ifland, to which
their rocky foil feems admirably adapted;

and their fituation and the manner of trade

they
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they are already engaged in, would facilitate

the diftribution of their wine to every part of

North America and the Weft-Indies.

The Bahamas are fituated to the South of

Carolina, from lat. 22 to 27, and they extend

along the coaft of Florida quite down to the

Ifle of Cuba -, and are faid to be five hundred

in number ; fome of them only mere rocks j

but a great many others large, fertile, and in

nothing differing from the foil of Carolina.

All are however abfolutely uninhabited, except

Providence, which is neither the largeft nor

the moft fertile.

This ifland was formerly a receptacle for

the pirates, who for a long time infefted the

American navigation. This obliged the go-

vernment to eredt a fort there, to ftation an

independent company in the ifland, and to

fend thither a governor. This ifland has at

prefent not much trade, fome oranges it fends

to North America excepted. However, in

time of war it makes confiderably by the

prizes condemned here, and in time of peace

by the wrecks, which are frequent in this

labyrinth of innumerable rocks and ihelves.

This is all the benefit we derive from fo

m^y large and fertile iflands, fituated in fuch

a climate as will produce any thing, and which
as it is never reached by any frofts, would
yield in all probability even fugars, of as good
a fort, and in as great abundance*, as any iflands

in
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in the Weft-Indies. Nothing more full fully

fhews the prefent want of that fpirit of adven-

ture and enterprize, which was fo common in

the two laft centuries, and which is of fuch

infinite honour and advantage to any time or

nation, than that thefe illands fo fituated can

lie unoccupied, whilft we complain of the

want of land proper for fugar, and whilft an

hundred pounds an acre is fometimes paid for

fuch in the Caribbeer This point, to any

who will be at the pains of ftudying the fitua-

tion of thefe iflands, and the confequences

which may refult from the improvement or

negledl of them, will appear of no fmall

importance : and perhaps an enquiry into the

cauf^s of the ftrange degree of backwardnefs

in which they are at prefent, may be a very

prudent and perhaps a neceftary meafure.

CHAP. XXIX:

I

HudforCs Bay. Attempts for the difcovery of a

North-Wefl faffage. The Hudfons bay com-

pany. Thoughts upon its trade. Climate and

foilof the countries there, Conclufion.

TH E countries about Hudfon's and

Baffin's Bay make the laft objecft of

our fpeculation in America. The knowledge

of thefe feas was owing to a projedl for the

difcovery of a North-Weft pafTage to China.

So -jf'
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So early as the year 15; 6 this noble defign

was conceived ; Unce th?n it has been fre-

quently dropped ; it has often been revived j

it is not yet compleated j but was never de-

fpaired of by thofe v/hofe knowledge and
fpirit make them competent judges and lovers

of fuch undertakings. Frobifher only difco-

vered the main of New Britain, or Terra de

Labrador, and thofe ftreights to which he has

given his name. In 1585 John David failed

from Dartmouth, and viewed that and the

more Northerly coafts; but he feems never to

have entered the bay.

Hudfon made three voyages on the fame

adventure, the firft in 1607, the fecond in

1608, and his third and lafl in 16 10. This

bold and judicious navigator entered the

ftreights that led into this new Mediterranean,

coafted a great part of it, and penetrated to

eighty degrees twenty-three minutes into the

heart of the frozen zone. His ardor for the

difcovery, not abated by the difficulties he
ftruggled with in this empire of winter, and

world of froft and fnow, he ftaid here until

the enfuing fpring, and prepared in the be-

ginning of 1 6 1 1 to purfue his difcoveries

;

but his crew, who fuifered equal hardfhips,

without the fame fpirit fupport them, mu-
tinied, feized upon him and feven of thofe

who were moft faithful to him, and com-
mitted them to the fury of the feas in an

open



til

defign

[1 fre-

nved ;

er de-

e and

lovers

difco-

;rra de

he has

I failed

id the

ever to

* fame

ond in

This

sd the

-anean,

ated to

ito the

for the

ties he
:r, and

e until

ic be-

veries

;

dfhipSy

1, mu-
thofe

1 com-
in an

open

Settlements in America. 287

open boat. Hudfon and his companions were
either fwallowcd up by the waves, or gain-

ing the inhofpitable coaft which they water,

were deflroyed by the favages j but his fate

fo calamitous cannot fo much difcourage a

generous mind from fuch undertakings, as

the immortality of his name, which he has

fecured by having given it to fo great at a fea,

will be a fpur to others to expedt an equal

hoiiour, and perhaps with better fuccefs.

From the firft voyage of Frobilher an hun-
dred and ten years ago, to that of captain

Ellis, notwithftanding fo many difappoint-^

ments, the rational hopes of this grand difco-

very have grown greater by every attempt,

and feem to fpring even out of our very fai-

lures. The greater fwell of the tides in the

inner part of the bay than near the ftreights,

an appearance fo unknown in any other in-

land feas, and the increafe of this fwell with

Wefterly win^s, feems without any other ar-

guments to evince the certain exiftence of

fuch a paflage as we have fo long fought

without fuccefs.

But though we have hitherto failed in the

original purpofe for which we navigated this

bay, yet fuch great defigns even in their

failures beftow a fufficient reward for what-
ever has been expended upon them. In

1670 the charter was granted to a company
for the exclufive trade to this bay, and they

have

I
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have a<fled under it ever lince with great be**

nefit to the private men who compofe the

company, though comparatively with little

advantage to Great Britain. It is true that

their trade in beavers and other fpecies of furs

is not inconfiderable, and it is a trade in itfelf

of the beft kind i its objedt enters largely into

our manufa(^ures, and carries nothing but our

manufactures from us to procure it ; and thus

it has the qualities of the mod advantageous

kinds of traffic. The company has befides

pretty large returns in beaver and deer fkins^.

It is faid that the dividends of this company
are prodigious ; far exceeding what is gained

in any of the other great trading bodies ; yet

their capital is fmall, they feem little inclined

to enlarge their bottom, and appear ftrongly

pofleffed with that fpirit of jealoufy that pre-

vails in fome degree in all knots and focieties

of men endued with peculiar privileges. The
officers of the company have behaved to thofe

who wintered within their jurifdid:ion in

fearch of the North-Weft paflage (one of the

purpofes for which the company itfelf was
originally inftituted) in fuch a manner as to

give us the trueft idea of this fpirit. Jf I had

been Angular in this opinion, I fhould have

cxprefled my fentiments with much greater

diffidence ; but this abufe has been often and

loudly complained of. It would appear afto-

niffiing that this trade has not hitherto been

laid
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laid open, if in the perplexing multiph'city of

affairs that engages our miniftry, fomething

muft not neceffiirily pafs unredrelled.

The vaft countries which kn round this Bay
all abound with animals, whole fur is excel-

lent, and feme of kinds which are not yet

brought into commerce ; and the company is

very far from any attempt to ftretch this trade

to its full extent. If the trade were laid open,

it feems of neceflity that three capital advan-

tages would cnfue : firH:, that the trade going

into a number of rival hands, with a more
moderate profit to individuals, it would con-*-

fume a much greater quantity of mr manu-
fadures, employ more of our flapping and
feamen, and of courfe bring home more furs,

and by lowering the price of that commodity
at home, increalp the demand of thofe manu-
fa(flures into which they enter at the foreign

markets j it might bring home other fpecies

of furs than thofe we deal in at prefent, and
thus open new channels of trade, v/hich im

commerce is a matter of great confideration.

Secondly, this more general intercourfe would
make the country better knov/n; it would ha-
bituate great numbers of our people to it ; it

would difcover the moft tolerable parts for a

fettlement ; and thus, inflcad of a miferable

fort or two, time might Ihew an EngUdi
colony at Hudfon's Bay, which would open
the fur trade yet more fully, and increafe the

ventof our mannfartures yet further. Thirdly,

Vol. II. U this
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this more general trade on the Bay would na-

turally, without any new expence or trouble

whatsoever, in a very fhort fpace of time dif-

cover to us the fo much defired North-Weft
pafTage, or fhew us clearly and definitively

that we ought to expedt no fuch thing. Thefe
advantages, and even yet more confiderable

ones, would be derived from laying open this

trade under fuch proper regulations, which
the nature of the objedl would point out of

itfelf.

No colony has been hitherto attempted at

Hudfon's Bay. The company has two in-

confiderable forts there. The country is every

where barren ; to the Northward of the bay

even the hardy pine tree is feen no longer,

and the cold womb of the earth is incapable

of any better produdlion than fome mifcrablc

fhrubs. The winter reigns with an incon-

ceiveable rigour for near nine months of the

year j the other three are violently hot, ex-

cept when the North-Weft wind renews the

memory of the winter. Every kind of Eu-
ropean feed, which we have committed to

the earth in this inhofpitable climate, has hi-

therto pcrifhed ; but in all probability we
have not tried the feed of corn from the Nor-
thern parts t)f Sweden and Norway ; in fuch

cafes the place from whence the feed comes

is of great moment. All this feverity and long

continuance of winter, and the barren ncfs of

the earth, which arifes from thence, is expe-

rienced,
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iienced, in the latitude of 5 r ; in the temperate

latitude of Cambridge. However, it is far

from increafing uniformly as you go North-
wards. Captain James wintered in Charlton

ifland, in latitude 51 ; he judged that the

climate here was to be deemed utterly unin-

habitable on account of the furprifing hard-

ships which he fuftered; yet the company has

a fort fevcral degrees more to the Northward,
where their fervants make a fhift to fubfift

-tolerably. It is called Fort Nelfon, and is in

the latitude 54.
All the animals of thcfe countries arecloath-

cd with a clofe, foft, warm fur. In fummer
there is here, as in other places, a variety in

the colours of the feveral animals j wheii that

is over they all aflume the livery of winter,

and every fort of beafts, and mod of their

fowls, are of the colour of the fnow, every

thing animate and inr»nlmate is white. This
is a furprifing phenomenon. But what is yet

more fu I prifi ng, and what is indeed one of

thefe ftriking things that draw the moll inat-

tentive to an admiration of the wifdom and
gocdnefs of Providence, is, that the dogs and
cats from England, that have been carried

into Hudfon's Bay, on the approach of winter

have intirely changed their appearance, and
acquired a much longer, fofter, and thicker

coat of hair than they had originally. As for

the men of the country. Providence there, as

every where elfe, has given them no provi-
' U 2 fion
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fion but their own ait and ingenuity, and
they (hew a great deal in their manner of

kindling a fire, in cloathing themfelves, tnd

in preferving their eyes from the ill effeds of

that glaring white that every where furrounds

them for the greateft part of the year; in other

refpedls they are very favage. Jn their (hapes

and faces, they do not refemble the Ameri-
who live to the Southward j they arecans

much more like the Laplanders and Samoeids

of Europe, from whom they are probably de-

fended . The other Americans feem to be of

a Tartar original.

I have nov/ finifhed uponmy plan the furvey

of the Englifli colonies in America. I flatter

myfelf that fo full an idea has not been given

of them before in fo narrow a compafs. By
this the reader will himfelf be enabled to judge,

for it is not my delign to preoccupy his judg-

ment in thefe particulars, how our colonies

have grown, what their vegetative principle

has been, in what vigour it fubfifts, or what
figns of corruption appear in any of them 5

how far we have purfued the advantageswhich
our fituation, and the nature of the country

have given us; or where we have purfued

them, whether we have f^one to the ultimate

point. He will fee how far the colonies have
lerved the trade of the mother country, and
how much the mother country has done or

negledied to do towards their happinefs and
prufperity. Certainly our colonies dcferve,

and



m mmmm.

Settlements in America. 293

and would fully reward an attention of a very

different kind from any that has ever yet been

given to them. Even as they are circum-

ftanced, I do not in the lead hefitate to fay

that we derive more advantage, and of a

better kind, from our colonies, than the

Spaniards and Portuguefe have from theirs,

abounding as they are with gold and iilver and
precious ftones ; although in ours there is no

appearance at all of fuch dazzling and delu-

five wealth. But then I conceive it might be

made very clear, that had they yielded us

thefe fplendid medals in lieu of what they

now produce, the effed would be far lefs to

our advantage. Our prefent intercourfe with

them is an emulation in induftry ; they have

nothing that does not arife from theirs, and

what we receive enters into our manufac-

tures, excites our induftry, and increafes our

commerce ; whereas gold is the mcafure or

account, but not the means of trade. And it

is found in nations as it is in the fortunes of

private men, that what does not arife from

labour, but is acquired by other means, is

never lafting. Such acquifitions extinguifh

induftry, which is alone the parent of any

foild riches.

The barbarifm of our anceftors could not

comprehend how a nation could grow more
populous by fending out a part of its people.

we have lived to fee this paradox made out

U 3 by
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by experience, but we have not fufficiently

profited of this experience ; fince we begin,

fonrjc of us at leaft, to think that there is a

danger of difpeophng ourfelves by encours^g-

ing new colonies, or increafing the old. If

our colonic: find, as hitherto they have con-

ftantly done, employment for a great number
of hands, there is no danger but that hands

will be found for the employment. That a

rich, trading and manufadluring nation fliould

be long in want of people, is a mofl abfurd

fuppofition ; for belides that the people within

themfelves multiply the mofl where the means

of fubfiflencc are moft certain, it is as natural

for people to flock into a bufy and wealthy

country, mat by any accident may be thin of

people, as it is for the denle air to rufh into

thofe parts where it is rarified. He muft be

a great flranger to this country, who does not

obferve in it a vafl number of people, whofe
removal from hence, if they could be of any

ufe elfewhere, would prove uf very little de-

triment to the public.

I have already obferved, that the trade of

our colonies deferves a more particular atten-

tion than any other, not only on account of

the advantages I have juft mentioned, but be-

caufe our attention is fure of being fufficiently

rewarded. The objed: is in our own power

;

it is of a good kind ; and of fuch extent and

variety, as to employ nobly the mofl inven-

tive

%\{
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live genius in thofe matters. Foreign poli-

tics have fomething more fplendid and enter-

taining than domeilic prudence j but this lat-

ter is ever attended, though u^ith lefs glaring,

yet with infinitely more folid, fecure, and lad-

ing advantages. The great point of our re-

gard in America, ought therefore to be the

cfFe(5tual peopling, employment, and ftrength

of our polTeflions there ; in a fubordinate de-

gree the management of our interefts with re-

gard to the French and Spaniards. The latter

we have reafon to refped:, to indulge, and

even perhaps to endure j and more, it is pro-

bable, may be had from them in that way,

than by the violent methods which fome have

fo warmly recommended, and flill urge, tho*

we have had fome experience to convince us

of their infufficiency. But the nature of the

French, their fituation, their defigns, every

thing has (hewn that we ought to ufe every

method to reprefs them, to prevent them from

extending their territories, their trade, or their

influence, and above all to connive at not the

leaft encroachment J but this in fuch a man-
ner as not to flrain our own ftrength, or turn

our eyes from ferving ourfelves by attempts to

diftrefs them. But as we are now in the midft

of a war, until that h decided, it will be im-

polTiblc to fiy any thing fitisfadlory on our

connexions with French America, until we
U 4 fee
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fee v/hat the next treaty of peace will do in

the diflribution of the territory of the two
nations there.

CHAP. XXX.

^he royal, proprietary, and charter govern^

ments, Lai!:s of the colonies. Paper

currency, Ahifes in it. Another fort of
money propofcd',

THE fcttlement of our colonies was
never purfued upon any regular plan

;

but they were formed, grew, and flourifhed,

as accidents, the nature of the climate, or the

difpofitions of private men happened to ope-

rate. We ought not therefore to be furprifed

to find in the feveral conflitutions and govern-

ments of our colonies, fo little of any thing

like uniformitv. It has been faid that there is

fcarce any form of government known, that

does not prevail in fome of our plantations;,

the variety is certainly great and vicious ; but

the latitude of the obfervation muft be fome-
what reftrained ; for fome forms they are cer-

tainly flrangeis to. To pafo over feveral, nothing

like a pure hereditary arillocracy has ever ap^-

peared in any of them.

The firfl colony which we fettled, v/as that

of Virginia, It was governed for fome tim&

by a prefident and a council, appointed by the

crown 3
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crown ; but" when the people were increafed

to a confiderable body, it was not thought

reafonable to leave them longer under a mode
ofgovernment fo averfe from that which they

had enjoyed at home. They were therefore

empowered to elecft reprefentatives for the

feveral counties into which this provi*>ce is di-

vided, with privileges refembling thofe of the

reprefentatives of the commons in England.

The perfons fo eledlcd form what is called the

lower houfe ofafTembly. This was added to the

council which ftill fubfifted, and the members
of which were, and to this day are nominated

by the crown, as at the firft, and they are not

only nominated by the crown but hold their

feats during the king's pleafure, as iignified by
his governor. They are ftiled honourable,

and are chofen from the perfons of the befl

fortunes and moft confiderable influence in

the country. They form another branch

of the legiflature, and are fometimes called the

upper hcufe ofafTembly. They anfwer iu fome
meafure to the houfe of peers in our conftitu-

tion. As the lower houfe of aflembly is the

guardian of the people's privileges, the coun-

cil is appointed chiefly to preferve the prero-

gative of the crown, and to fecure the de-

pendence of the colony; it is the more ef-

fedtually to anfwer thefe ends, that the mem-
bers of the council are only appointed during

pleafure.

When

•H
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When any bill has pafled the two houfes, it

conies before the governor, who reprefcnts

the king, and gives his aflent or negative, as

he thinks proper. It now acquires the force

of a law, but it muft be afterwards tranfmit-

ed to the king and council in England, where
it may ftill -eceive a negative that takes away
all its effedl. The upper houfe of aflembly

not only forms a part of the legiflature of the

colony, but it acfts as a privy council to the

governor, without whofe concurrence, he can

do nothing of moment} it fometimes ads as

a court of chancery. This is th& common
form of government, and the beft too that is

in ufe in the plantations. This is the man-
ner of government in all the iflands of the

Weft-Indies J in Nova Scotia; in one province

of New Englandj and with fome reftridtion,

in another J in New York, New Jerfey,

Virginia, thetwoCarolinas,and Georgia. This

form is commonly called a royal government.

The fecond form in ufe in our fettlements

in America is called a proprietary govern-

ment. At our lirft planting that part of the

world, it was not difficult for a perfon who
had intereft at court, to obtain large trad:s of

land, not inferior in extent to many kingdoms;

and to be inverted with a power very little

Icfs than regal ovec them; to govern by what
laws, and to form what fort of conftitution he

pleafed. A dependence upon the crown of

England
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fengland was fhewn only by the payment of

an Indian arrow, a few fkiiis, or fome other

trifling acknowledgment of the fame nature.

\/e had formely many more governments of

that fort, than we have at prefcnt; in the

Weft-Indies, the ifland of Barbadoes was
granted to the earl of Carlifle) and we have

fecn a like grant made of the ifland of St.

Lucia to the duke of Montague in this age,

which after an infinite charge to that benevo-

lent nobleman came to nothing, by a fort of
tacit allowance of the French claim to it.

This was in 1722, when our connexion with

France hindered us from exerting our rights

with the neceflary vigour. Carolina was for-

merly a government of this kind, but it was
lodged in eight proprietaries. How they part-

ed with their rights we have feen already*

New Jerfey was likewife a proprietary go-

vernment; but this too failed like the others.

The only governments in this form which
remain at prefent, but confiderably abridged

of their privileges, are Penfylvania and Mary-
land. In the latter the conftitution exadly

refembles that of the royal governments; a

governor, council, and afl'embly of the repre-

feiUatives of the people; but the governor is

appointed by the proprietary, and approved by
the crown. The cuftoms are referved to the

crown likewife ; and the officers belonging to

them are independent of the government of

the

*t. i

i
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the province. In Penfylvania the proprietary

is under the fame reftridions that limit the

proprietary of Maryland, on the fide of the

crown } on the fide of the people, he is yet

more reftrained ; for their legiflature has but

two parts, the afTembly of the people and the

governor j fo that th-? governor wanting the

great influence which the council gives in

oth^r places, whenever his fentiments differ

from thofe of the affembly, he is engaged in a

very unequal conteft.

1 he third form is called a charter govern-

ment; this originally prevailed in all the pro-

vinces of New England; and ftill remains iii

two of them, Connecticut and Rhode Ifland.

By the charters to thefe colonies, the exorbi-

tant power which was given in the proprieta-

ry governments to fingle men, was here veil-

ed, and I apprehend much more dangeroufly,

in the whole body of the people. It is to all

purpofes a mere democracy. They eledt every

one of their own officers, from the bigheft

to the loweft
i
they difplace them at pleafure;

and the laws which they enadt, are valid

without the royal approbation. This ftate of

unbounded freedom, I believe, contributed in

fome degree to make thofe fettlements flouriih

;

but it certainly contributed as much to render

their value to their mother country far more
precarious, than a better digefted plan would

have done that might have taken in the in-

terefls



Settlements sn America. 301

tcrefts both of Great Britain r.id ofthene\¥
fcttlemcnt. The truth is, nothing of an en-

larged and legidative fpirit appears in the plan-

ning of our colonies; the charter govern-

ments were evidently copied from fome of

our corporations at home, which if they are

good inflitutions themfelves, yet are by no
means fit to be imitated by a new people go-

inginto a remote country, far from the eye and

hand of the fupremc power. What may be

an ufeful inftitution for an inferior member of

fome great body, and clofely united to it, may
be not at all proper for a new fettlement,

which is to form a fort of dependent com-
monwealth in a remote part of the world.

Here the ends to be anfwered, are to make
the new eftabifhment as ufeful as poflible to

the trade of the mother country; to fecure its

dependence ; to provide for the eafe, fafe-

ty, and happinefs of the fettlersj to prote(ft

them from their enemies, and to make an

eafy and effeiftual provifion to preferve them
from the tyranny and avarice of their gover-

nors, or the ill confequences of their own li-

centioufnefs; that they fhould not, by grow-

ing into an unbounded liberty, forget that

they were fubjedts, or lying under a bafe fer-

vitude have no reafon to think themfelves

Britifli fubjedls. This is all that colonies, ac-

cording to the prefent and beft ideas ofthem,

can or ought to be. The charter govern-

ments

t
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ments had nothing of this in view, and con-

fequcntly provided for it but very indi£fc-»

rently.

The province of Maffachufets Bay, which
is partly a government of this popular kind,

but tempered with fomething more of the

royal authority, feems to be on ftill a worfe

footing, through the one error of having no
cftablilhed provifion for the governor; this

one mifchief is productive ofa thoufand others,

becaufe the governor in a manner is obliged to

keep intrigues and devices on foot, to reconcile

the vamus parts which he muft a^, and is

neceflitated to govern by fadlion and cabal.

Hence it is that the charges of this one govern^

ment are greater than thofc not only of the

other provinces of New England taken toge-*

ther, but of thofe of Penfylvania and New
York added to them; they are deeply in debt,

they are every day plunging deeper, their

taxes increafe, and their trade declines, i

It has been an old complaint, that it is not

eafy to bring American governors to juftice for

mifmanagements in thtir province, or to make
them refund to the injured people the wealth

raifed by their extortions. Againft fuch

governors at prefent there are three kinds of

remedy; the privy council, the king's bench,

and the parliament. The council onjuft caufe of

Complaint may remove the governor; the

power of the council feems to extend no fur-

ther.
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ther. The king's bench may punifh the go-

vernors for their offences committed in Ame-
rica, as if done in England. The power of
pariiament is unlimited in the ways of enquiry

into the crime, or of punifhing it. The firft

ofthefe remedies can never be fufficient to

terrify a governor grown rich by iniquity, and

willing to retire quietly, though difhonourably,

to enjoy the fruits of it. The king's bench,

or any other merely law court, fcems equally

infuffirient for this purpofe, becaufe offences

in government, though very grievous, can

hardly ever be fo accurately defined as to be a

proper obje<^ of any court ofjuftice, bound up
by forms and the rigid letter of the law. The
parliament is equal to everything; butwhether

party, and other bars to a quick and effedual

proceeding may not here leave the provinces

as much unredreffed as in the other courts, I

ihall not take upon me to determine.

The law in all our provinces, befides thofe

adls which from time to time they have made
for themfelves, is the common law ofEngland,

the old ftatute law, and a great part of the

new, which in looking over their laws I find

many of our fettlements have adopted, with

very little choice or difcretion. And indeed

the laws of England, if in the long period of

their duration they have had many improve-

ments, fo they have grown more tedious, per-

plexed, and intricate, by the heaping up many
abufcs

1

1
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abufes in one age, and the attempts to remove
them in another. Thefe infant fettlements

furely demanded a more fimple, clear, and de-

terminate legiflation, though it were of fome-
what an homelier kind; laws fuited to the

time, to their country, and the nature of their

new way of life. Many things ftill fubfifl in the

law of England, which are built upon caufes

and reafons that have long ago ceafedj many
things are in thofe laws fuitable to England
only. But the whole weight of this ill-agreeing

mais, which neither we nor our fathers were
well able to bear, is laid upon the flioulders

of thefe colonies, by which a fpirit of conten-

tion is raifed, and arms ofFenfive and defenfive

fupplied to keep up and exercife this fpirit, by
the intricacy and unfuitablenefs of the laws to

their objed. And thus in many of our fettle-

ments the lawyers have gathered to themfelves

the greateft part of the wealth of the country j

men of lefs ufe in fuch eflablifliments than in

more fettled countries, where the number of

people naturally fets many apart from the occu-

pations of hulbandiy, arts, or commerce. Cer-

tainly our American brethren might well have

carried with them the privileges which make
the glory and happinefs of Englifhmen, with-

out taking them encumbered with all that load

of matter, perhaps fo ufelefs at home, without

doubt fo CKtiemeiy prejudicial in the colonies.

Laws themfelves are hardly more the ce-

ment



Bi

Settlements tn America. 305
fnentof focieties than money; and focieties

flouri(h or decay according to the condition of

cither of thcfe. It may be eafily judged, that

as the ballance of trade with Great Britain is

very much againft the colonies, that therefore

whatever gold or filver they may receive from

the other branches of their commerce, makes
but a fhort ftay in America. This confidera-

tion at firfl view would lead one to conclude,

that in a litde time money for their ordinary

circulation would be wanting j and this is ap-

parently confirmed by experience. Very little

money is feen amongft them, notwithftanding

the vaft increafe of their trade. This defi-

ciency is fupplied, or more properly fpeaking,

it is caufed by the ufe of money of credit,

which they commonly call paper currency.

This money is not created for the conveniency

oftraffic, but by the exigencies of the govern-

ment, and often by the frauds and a-rtifices of

private men for their particular profit. Before

this invention money was indeed fcarce enough
in America, but they raifed its value, and it

ferved their purpofe tolerably. I fhall forbear

entering into the caufes that increafed the

charges of government fo greatly in all our

American provinces. But the execution of pro-

jefts too vaftfor their ftrength, made large fums
necefiTary. The feeble ftate of a colony which
had hardly taken root in the country, could

not bear them; and to raife fudden and heavy

Vol. II. X taxes,
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taxes, would deftroy the province without an-

fwering their purpofe. Credit then came in

aid of money, and the government iflued bills

to the amount of what they wanted, to pafs

current in all payments} and they commonly
laid a tax, or found fome perfons wilhng to

engage their lands as fecurity for the gradual

finking this debt, and calling in thefe bills.

But before the time arrived at which thefe

taxes were to anfwer their end, new exigencies

made new emiffions of paper currency necef-

fiiry ; and thus things went from debt to debt,

unt*! it became very vifible that no taxes

which could be impofed could difcharge them i

and that the land fecurities given were often

fraudulent, and almoft always infufficient.

Then the paper currency became no longer to

be weighed againft the credit of the govern-

ment, which depended upon its vilible re-

venue. It was compared to the trade, to

which it was found fo difproportionate, that

the bills fell ten, twenty, fifty, and eighty per

cent in fome places. It was to no purpofe that

the government ufed every method to keep

up their credit, and even to compel the re-

ceiving thefe bills at the value for which they

were emitted, and to give no preference over

them to gold and filver; they were more and
more depreciated every day; whilil: the go-

vernment every day emitted more paper, and
grew Icfs follicitous about their old bills, being

entirely
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entirely exhaufted to find means of giving

credit to the new.

It is eafy to perceive how much the inter-

courfe of bufinefs muft fuffer by this uncer-

tainty in the value ofmoney, when a man re-

ceives that in payment this day for ten {hillings,

which to-morrow he will not find received

from him for five, or perhaps for three. Real

money can hardly ever multiply too much in

any country, becaufe it will always as it in-

creafes be the certain fign of the increafe of

trade, of which it is the meafure, and confe-

quently of the foundnefs and vigour of the

whole body. But this paper money may, and

does increafe, without any increafe of trade,

nay often when it greatly declines ^ for it is

not the meafure of the trade of the nation,

but of the neceflity of its government ; and

it is abfurd, and mufl be ruinous, that the

fame caufe which naturally exhaufts the

wealth of a nation, (hould likewile be the only

productive caufe of money.
The currency of our plantations muft not

be fet upon a level with the funds in England.

For befides that the currency carries no inte-

reft to make fome amends for the badnefs of

the fecurityj the fecurity itfelf is fo rotten,

that no art can give it any lading credit; as

there are parts of New England wherein, if

the whole ftock and the people along with it

were fold, they would not bring money enough

to
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to take in all the bills which have been emit-

ted.

I hope it is not too late to contrive fome
remedy for this evil, as thofe at the head of

affairs here are undoubtedly very follicitous

about fo material a grievance. I £hould ima-

gine that one current coin for the whole con-

tinent might be ftruck here, or there^ with

fuch an allay as might at once leave it of fome

real value, and yet fo debafed as to prevent

its currency elfewhere, and fo to keep it

within themfelves. This expedient has been

pradifed, and with fuccefs, in feveral parts of

Europe; but particularly in Holland, ai coun-

try which undoubtedly is perfedtly acquainted

with its commercial intereft.

.
• »i..
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