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THOUGHTS
ON THE

iittl

Prefent State of AfFairs with America,

.*»*.-•... -

AND

THE MEANS OF CONCILIATION.
1M

THOSE who have any enthuliarm with re^

fped to public mattiirs, and who feel in

their own minds a (Iron^ and clear convidion«

with regard to any important public queftion, are

apt to fuppofe, that men who.profefs to entertaia

the contrary opinion, are influenced by fome ba(e«
,

factious, or corrupt motive. They make no al-

lowance for thofe natural caufes of difference of

opinion, which have exifted in all ages. They will

not condefcend to argue patiently with fuch men,

illU lefs will they fuffer themfelves to fuppofef^-

that their own ideas may be in fome degree erro'

neous, and that the truth may lie between thetwo
oppofite opinions.

f'
When civil difputes have gone fo far, as to pu(

arms into the hands of each of the parties, the

power of argument is then completely at an end.

B Thf

mm /
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The agitation of violent paflions confirms more

powerfully each of the parties in their firft preju-

dices •, and, until fomc great calamity, or fome

great and unavoidable danger occafions a paufe,

the voice of reafon will in vain endeavour to make

itfeif heard.

The great queftion which has for many years

agitated this country, concerning America, and

has lighted the flames of civil war, atfords a con-

vincing proof, with how much violence perlbns of

the Brft' abilities, are capable of embracing the

cppofite fides of a doubtful public controverfy, ae

the fame time that it furnifhes an interelling ex-

ample, how very litde mere force, is calculated to

convince the underftandings, or to remove the

prejudices of mankind •, and though much has

been wrbte and fpoken upon the fubjeft on both

fides of the Atlantic, it feems to me, that neither

fide have hitherto allowed a fufficient degree of

weight to the arguments of their opponents ; nor

has the queftion hitherto been treated, with that

calmnefs which promifed to dilcovcr the truth, or

with that impartiahty which was calculated, to re-

concile the natural prejudices ofcontending parties.

Thofe who have at all accuftomed thcmfelvcs

to reflexion, are inclined on every occafion to ful-

peft the fairnefs of arguments, which are urged

with too much zeal. In the prefcnt great difpute,

'the love tyt Liberty, natural to a Briton, and

the principles in which I have been educated, on

the one hand •, and my attachment to Great Bri-

tain, where my property, and all my friends and

- - con-
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connexions are fituated, on the other; have aQ

alpng balanced my mind in fuch a manner, as to

prevent, I troft, my running into the extremes of

either party ; and as I feel myfelf incapable of

being influenced by any bafe motive, fQ my care

to avoid political connexions of all kinds, has, I

hope, prefcrvcd my underftanding, in fome de-

gree at Icaft, from being warped upon this occa-

fion. If, therefore, my talents were equal to the

talk, of canvaflTing properly this great queftion,

there is nothing to obftrudl my doing it in a fair,

candid, and impartial manner.

The late events in America fecm to have occa-

fioned fome degree of paufe j and I hold it to be the

duty of every impartial man, to feize that favour-

able moment, of laying before the public fuch

lights, as he may think of fufficicnt imporunce to

call for their attention. ^;

J.,
Tlic fentiments which I fliall deliver, are the

refult of my own reflections, without a view to

ferve either thofc who are in, or out of office, but

with a very fincere dcfire, to ferve my country in

general j and whatever refpeA I may entertain, for

many gentlemen who have enrolled themfeWes on

either fide of this queftion, fhat refpeft fliall not

prevent me, from canvafllng the fubjcdt- with the

utmoft freedom.

In treating of this important matter,! willbeginr

W'th a review of the grounds which have induced

the Americans to take up arms, and will confider

whether a fufficient weight has been allowed to

diefc motives, on the part of Great Britain. I will

1 B 2 then
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then examine the grounds and motives of Great

Britain, for reje£bing the claims of the Colonies,

•nd infifting on the full and uncontrolled exercife

of Lcgiflative Power in America ; and whether

the Americans have given due weight, on their

part, to thefe motives. This examination of the

fubjeA, will naturally fugged the reafonablenefs

and praflicability of a reconciliation, by which

each party will depart in fome degree from their

pretenfions.

, I believe there is now no doubt, that the true

motive which has united fo great a part of the

Americans in the prefent contelt with Great Bri-

tain, is the claim of Britain to a power of taxing

them by the Parliament here, and of altering their

Charters of GovernnTent, without any application

for that purpofe from themfdves, by the fole

power of our Legidature. If any man doubts

that this is the cafe, let him recoiled, that, before

the sera of the Stamp A6t, there was no inftance

(>f any general combination in America, to refift

the authority of this country •, that fuch a general

combination did immediately take place, after the

pafling of that a6t, and an sgreemenr, 1 think, was

entered into by mod of the Colonies, not to im-

port or to fonfume any of our goods or manu-

failures i but fo foon as • the Stamp Aft was re-p

pealed, that combination, and the nonimporta-

tion agreement was difTolved, and great rejoicings

Were made in coniequence of that repeal, in al-

moft every part of America. At that oiine many

pamphlea were publiibed io America, difcufllng

the
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the right of this country to tax them, and point-

ing out the confcqucnces which might follow,

from the admiHion of fuch a right. And fo foon

as a new attempt was made by the Aft 7th of His

Majefty, to impofc another tax upon tea and

other articles, the fame fort of general combina-

tion followed, and the pamphlcr, iniitled " Lct-

** ters from a Penfylvania Farmer," afcribed to

Mr. Dickenfon, was eagerly and univerfally read.

But when all thefe taxes, except the tax upon tea,

"were repealed in 1770, and ftrong aflbrances

were given in the name of Government, by the

Earl of Hiili' j.rough's circular letter to each of

the Colonies, that it was the determined refolution

here, to impofe no new taxes upon them, the fc-

cond importation agreement was gradually dif-

fplv^d, though, as the tea tax was not repealed,

ibme of the mofl; zealous Americans, endeavoured

ilill to. keep it on foot i but the general good fcnfc

\pf the people, when their fears were quieted, pre-

vailed then,, (as I hope and truft it will do now),

^nd harmony was reftored. No attempt was at

this time made, to alter the Charters of the Colo-

lues, and therefore it does not appear, that their

fear? were excited with refpeft to that important

point i but the immediate efFeft in America of the

piU for altering the Charter of the Maflachufleics

Pay, is a proof of their fentimente concerning the

confequences of fuch a power, vefted in the Parli^-

^POt of Gr^a*^ Britain,

lihall

I;
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I HiftU herfafter take notice of the arguments

of .thofe who contend, that the Americans bad long

ago formed the plan of rendering themfelves inde-

pendent of Great Britain, and that the fear of

parliamentary taxation was not the motive, but the

pretext for taking up arms againft this country.

At ptefcnt I (hall take it for granted, that our

claims to a right of taxation, and of altering their

charters of Government, were the true motives of

the American refiftance, and (hall confidcr what

degree of juftification arifes, from the apprchen-

fion which they might fairly entertain concerning

thefe powers.
r

When the American Colonies were fucccfTivefy

fettled, they each obtained fiom the Crown,

charters, eftablKhing a form of civil government

;

which, though differing a little from each other,

yet in all, refembling very much the Conltitotion

of Great Britain. They had each an afTembly

chofen by the people, a Council refembling our

Houfe of Lords, and a Governor rcprefenting hii

Majefty. By the united concurrence of thefe

three branches, laws were made, which had force

to bind all the inhabitants of the refpeftive Colo-

f nies, and taxes were by them impofed i but no

]aw or a£l of their Legiflature, could continue va-

lid, unlefs confirmed by his Maje(ty in Council,

By this laft check. Great Britain was fecured, that

no aft prejudicial to this country could have the

force of a law; for, if his Majefty had been adj.

ifed by his Privy Council, to give his dffent ih
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any fuch improper aft, there can be no doubt, that

thofe members of the Privy Council, who gave

fuch advice, might have been called to account

by Parliament, and fubjcfted to impeachment,

as well as for advifing any ouier abufe of the

royal prerogative. . <., . ^ . v

On the other hand, by this fpccies of conftitu-

tion, the Colonics were poflcflcd of a controul, fi-

tuated upon the fpot, and placed in the hands of

the reprcfentativfs of the people, upon the Go-

vernor or executive power in each Colony. They

had alfo a general controul upon the adminiHra-

tion of juftice ; and the fame fort of g(rneral fu-

pcrintending and inquifiiorial power, for control-

ing public abufes of all kinds, which belongs to

the Houfe of Commons in this country •, and the

members of Alfembly claimed, and by ufage ac-

tually enjoyed, all the perfonal privileges within

each Colony, which belongs to the members of the

Britilh Houfe of Commons. V
'* "^ •

'

'
'''"''

Every perfon who has at all confidered the

Conftitutton of this kingdom, muft know, that

thccflcnce of the liberty of a Briton, confifts in

the controlling power of the two houfes of Parlia-

ment, without which, the prerogatives neceflariiy,

vefted in the Crown, and the neceflTary difcre-

tionary power vefted in thofe who adminider ju-

ftice, would, in fplte of the beft laws, and in fpite

even of the controul of juries, that ineftim^ble

inftitution, perpetually tend to abufe, and that

Britons would otherwife feel in fome degree, that

' degrading

t.i

m:-
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degrading anxiety, which, in other countries, de-

bafes the hunnan mind, under every fpecies of ab-

folute Government. ,^

One of the moft material fupports of the con-

trolling power of the Houfe of Commons in this

country, is its power over the public purfe, and

that no money can be levied upon the people

without the vote of that houfe; and though a very

great revenue in .taxes is now eflablilhed by per-

manent afts, for the intercft of the public debts^

and other taxes to a large amount are granted to

his Majefty for life, as the expence of his civil

lifti yet the land tax and the malt tax have ne^

ver been granted as a perpetuity, and for a long

time pafl: thefe taxes have only been voted an-

nually. Without the grant of thefe. Government,

on its prefent footing, could not go on ; for though,

in times of peace, the taxes ellablifhed for the in-

tercft of the public debts, afford a furplus called

the Sinking Fund, which comes into the Exche-

quer annually without any new vote ; yet that tno.

ncy could not be applied by Government, to any

other purpofe than the payment of part of the'

public debts, without confent of Parliament ; nei-^

ther would that furplus, if feized illegally by the

executive power, be fufficient to pay the expence

of the loweft peace eftablifhment.

His Majefty is therefore under the neceflity, of

calling both Houfes of Parliament together an-

nually, in order to have the land and malt tax

voted i and when they are called, thr»y have a right

to
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W inquire Into all abufes, and to relFufe Voting the

money until theft "^bufes are rcdrefled. s

In former times the dignity of the Crown was

fupported by the revenue of the Grown lands, and

the hereditary revenues to which the King, as

feudal Lord, was intitledt During that period,

the Crown was not under the fame necefllty as

now, of calling Parliaments annually together, in

order to obtain the neceflary grants of money;

and accordingly it often happened, that Parlia-

ments were not called for many years ; by which

means they were deprived of the opportunity of

redrcffing grievances, or of enquiring into abufes.

The alienation of the Crown lands, and the abo-

lition of the feudal tenures, has undoubtedly put

the Crown more in the Power of Parliament than

formerly' J but as that dependence has obliged the

Mihifters of the Crown, to pay more attention to

the fecuring a conftant majority in Parliament, the

burdens of the State have undoubtedly been there-

by greatly increafed, and this country pays enor-

moufly for the change which has happened, in the

mode of exercifing the influence of the Crown,

which formerly confifted in prerogative, but now

confifts in the influence of Minifte/s upon the par-

ticular Members of both Houfcs, and upon the

£le£tors of the Houfe of Commons.

I do not however adopt the idea of thofe, who

fcem to think, thit the corruption of Patliamcnt

has arifcn to. foch a pitch, that it has become

merely an engine ir\ the, hands of Government.;

Thcr$: are, I truft, a great majority in both Houfes,

C who

. /
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who w6uld fcfift with the fphrit Jjecoming ffjcf^

men, any direft attempt in the Miniilers of tha

Crown to overturn the liberties of this country ;

and I believe and truft,' that there is a ftiU greater-

majority in the kingdom, who would, upon fuch

an occ^fion, difcover their refentmenc in fudi a

manner, as would make the Members of the Le-

giflature, as well as the Minifters of the Crown*

tremble for their own fituation. I do alfo firmly

believe, that the general voice of the nation will

for a long, and I hope for a very long time, con-

tfoiri the proceedings of Parliament, in ipite ofany

corruption of the Members, efpecially, whilft

our ftanding army is reduced in time of peace,

and is compofed of native troops, and commAnd-
ed by gentlemen of property ; and that the fpirie

of our Militia is preferved. But at (he dtme

time, I acknowledge, and evety man muft feel,

that the influence of the Crown upon Parliament,;

is already an alarming circumftance, and that the

expence of conducing Government upon that {^an

is enormous i and as the progrrfs of defpotifm in

this country, by the road ci influence, is likely to

be flow and almoft imperceptible, there is rcafon

to feftr, that it may not therefore-excite a general

alarm til) it be too late ; nor can it eicape obfervav

tion, that the ftandihg army of France is almoft

entirely compofed of national troops, and is com-
manded by the beil families.in the kingdom ; and

that in feveraMnftances in ancient times, and at

pwfent in Sweden, Denmark, Ruflia and Pruflia,

an army of national troops has the care of tho(W

' - chains.
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chains^ which iire wreathed round; the Aecks of

their unfortunate fellow fubje£ls.

At prefent, undoubtedly, this country enjoys a

degree of liberty which may excite the envy of

the whole worW: but perhaps there are few

amongft us, who have duly confidered, that,

whatever part of our freedom arifes from the

controul of Parliament, depends upon fo flight a

circomftance as that which I have already men-

tioj^d, namely the neceflity the Crown is under of

calling Parliament together, in order to vote the

Land and Malt tax annually, and the Mutiny

Bill, in place of making thefe ads perpetual, or

to endure for the life of the King. When thefe

bill* pafe annually in the Houfe ofCommons, they

are confidered as fo niuch a matter of courfe,

that unlefs an augmentation of the Land Tax or

other alteration, is propofcd, few Members give

their attcndence in the Houfe, and a ftill fmaller

number give any attention to a matter of fo much

real confequence.

The American affemblies did not indeed enjoy

the fame degree of controul upon the executive

power here, becaufe the Government of Great

Britain could go on, although they were never

called together. But as their grants 6f money for

their own internal government were annual, as the

falaries of their Judges and Governors confiited in

part till lately of annual grants made by the ref-

fpeaive affemblies ; and as therefore the public

bufinefs of the province could not well go on with-

out their being annually called together, they had

C 2 en-
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enjoyed that advantage, with very little interrup«

tion, till the commencement of the prefent con-

tcft.

. The cffeffc which thit controul produced upon

the profperity of the American Colonies, has

been very remarkable. They have gone on en^

creating in wealth and population, in a manner

never before experienced in the world, becaufe

they enjoyed a degree of happincfs and liberty,

which, in provinces diftant from the feat of Go"

vernmenr, has no example in any former age.

Neither this happinefs, nor this fuccefs, was the

child of accident} they have had Governors of all

tempers and of all defcriptions, but the happi-

ncfs of the people has notwithftanding been very

little interrupted, and ihcit' progrefs in almoft every

kind of improvement has hardly met with any

check. This can only be afcnbed to the excellent

nature of their government, fo happily contrived

for controling all abufe in the executive power,

and fo well fitted tocftablifli, from time to time,

every kind of ufeful inllitution for the intcrcft gnd

happinefs of the people.

It has been laid by a political party writer,

that thefe aHemblies were to be confidered in no

other light than as corporations or veftries in Engr

la;id, which have power to make bye^laws, and to

levy money for certain purpofes, but have np

pretext to a power indeperjdent of the Britith

parliament-

The queftion of their right to an independent

pQWfFj wjll b^ copfidefcd in another pkcej, ix

Hi
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is fufficicnt here to obferve, that even if it were to

be admitted, which is far from being the truth,

that they deferved no better name than that of a

Veftry, they were Veftries which communicated

to the inhabitants of each rcfpcftive Colony, the -

fame fort of freedom and (ecurity, and the fame
'

fort of controul upon the executive and judicial

powers in that country, which the Parliament of

Great Britain or the Parliament of Ireland, com-

municate to the inhabitants of thcfe iflands.

There can be no doubt, that the parliament of, .

Great Britain had pafled many laws to bind

America; they had impofed duties upon goodi

imported into ihefc Colonies, and had fubjedcd

their trade to many reftridlions j they had even in

fome few inftances impofed taxes upon them

which may be called internal, though I recoiled

only that of the Poll Office. And it feems to me
an undeniable propofition, that before the year

1754, it did not occur to Great Britain on the

one hand, nor to America on the other, that

there was any reafonablc doubt of the univerfality

of the power of the Britilh Parliament, to bind

the Colonies in all cafes whatfoever, although that

power, except with regard to matters of trade,

had bren ufed very fparingly. I am aware of

what paffed in the reign of King William, and

^ifo that at different times fome of the Colonies had

claimed an exemption from the power of Parlia*

tnent, and that fome of our ftatutes had not been

ftric^ly executed t\kCTC^ but we never had admitte4

tbefo
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there claims, and the Colonies had oertamly ac-

quiefced.

r In the year i754» however, their.attcr under-

went a very ferious dilcuflion. The common'

danger of the Colonies from the impending-

French war, occafioned a meeting at Albany of

Commiflioners from many of the Colonies, who

formed a plam for eftabliftiing a Grand Council- of

members to be chofcn by the fevcral Aflcmblies,

which, With a Gbvcrnor General to be appointed

by the Crown, ihould be empowered tci make

general hws to raife money in All the Colonics fot

the defence of the whole. This plan was font to

Government here, for approbation. Thf plan

was not approved i but a new one was formed

io place of it, by which it was propofed that thd

leveral Governors, and one or two member of

each Council fliould affemble, and be empowered

to determine on proper meafures for the common

fafety, and to draw upon the Treafury of England

for the nfcefliry expcnce, and that the Treafury

Ihould be reimburfed by a tax upon America^ to

be impofed by the Britifh Parliament. This new

plan was communicated by Governor Shirley to

,Dr. Franklyn, then at Bofton* who having de-

livered his fentiments upon it iri converfation^

he was defircd by Governor Shirley to commit

to writing the particulars which he had ftatediA

that Gonvcrlation. Tnrs he did in a letter ad*

dreHed to the Governor, which occaltoned a fecond

„converfation and a fecond letecr. Thefc Ictteri

were no doubt tranfmitted home by Governor

Shirley,
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Shirley, and I dare fay will be found in the prot

per office here, and the cffcdt of them was, thaf

no mention was made of taxing America during

that war. A Congrcfs was afterwards authorifed

to njcet, and fcveral requifitions for aid were

made in name of the Crown to the Anjerican af-

iemblies, which were complied with i " a very li-

bera* manner. The letters were afterwards pub-

liflied in the London Chronicle of 8th February

1766, and have fince been rcpubliftied in a French

Edition of Dr. Frankly n's works. I h^ive now

fubjoined them in the Appendix.

In tbefe letters the American objedlion.s to

their being taxed by ilie BritiHi Parliament, ar&

fully, ably, and clearly dated -, and ihofe who read

chem with attention, will probably think, that

hardiy any thing new has fince been fuggeded upon

tk» fwbjea.
,-.f

'

Xbfi fubdance of die argument contained in the

letters is, that the An^ericans, ^y i;he reftridions in>-

pf»(ed uppn their irade, did in fad cpntribute their

proppryon to Jthe gei^cr^ public expencc^ : That

thei;efpre ^ny fafj;Kcr taction wogld be unjuft

:

Th^P they are pot reprefenicd in the Briti(h P&rlifr

qienl^liDd therefore the power of Uxing them coM^d.

not be f^fcly truft'id there : That their own aflcm-

blies were competent to the power of taxing them,

ao4 ^\f\g cholcn jay ihemfelves, were not likely tQ

aiwfe that power : That the compelling the Colo-

nies pp pay money without tlifir confenr, wo^ld
bp lij^, raifing contributions in an cnemy> coun-,..
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try, and would be treating them like a conquered

people, and not as true Britilh fubjcds.

Thefc papers prove beyond difpuc?, that the

American objedtions to parliamentary taxation,

were not firft fuggcfted by faftious men here, but

were the refult of ideas which naturally occurred

amongft ihcmfelves. Dr. Franklyn had indeed

been in England in his early youth, but returned

to America in tyiS^ long before this quellion was

ftarted, and refided in America till about the year

1758. The light which the Earl of Chatham may

have derived from thefc letters, will, perhaps, ac-

count for the line of conduct which heobferved in

avoiding all attempts to tax America, during the

war of 1 756, though that war was confidered as

undertaken chiefly on account of our American

Colonies, and alio for the oppofuion which ho

gave to that meafure when propofrd by Mr. Gren-

ville, and for the uniform fentiments which he has.

entertained concerning it ever fince.

Having premifcd thefe obfervations, let us con-

fider the merits of this queftion a little more clofeljr.

It muft appear, I acknowledge, at firft fight,

an extraordinary propofition to an Englifliman,

that there (hould be any bounds to the power of

King, Lords, and Commons, which, from his

infancy, he has been taught to confider as fupremc •,

and it will be difficult for him to admit, that the

Parliament of England, which has protedted the

liberties of this country, and has exercifed without

fcontroul the power of taxing us, fliould not be

cooQdered as fit to be trufted with the power of

taxing
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taxing the Colonies. That when fo great a part

of the inhabitants of this kingdom, are taxed with-

out being reprefented, the Americans fliould pre-

tend that the fame praiftice ought not to extend to

them, and that they can be well-founded in main-

taining fo dangerous a doctrine, as that the fu-

preme power of the State is limited in its autho-

rity, and the unity of empire dcftroyed, with re-
'

fpeA to a particular part of that State, and with

refped to a part too, which was conlidered as very

unequal to a conteft with the whole.

But the beft method of judging fairly in que*

ftions with others, is to put one's felf in the oppo-

fite place.

Let us fairly confidcr, for what reafon it is, that

the Britifh Parliament has been trufted, almoft

without complaint, for fo many ages, with the

power of taxing the unreprefented part of England*

in order to fee, if the fame reafon will apply to

America } for 1 do not deny, that Parliament does

in this ifland tax great bodies of people who arp

not reprefented } and I alfo admit, that the aflual

reprefen ration of the people of Great Britain is

very far from being perfcd. It may be true, in

fomc meafure, that every foot of land is repre-

fented } but when we confider that the whole coun-

ties of England fend only eighty, and Scotland

thirty, and Wales twelve Members .to Parliament,

out of five hundred and fifty-fix, the total number

of the Houfe of Commons j it is in vain to argue,

that the people of England are reprefented io a

proper manner, by thofc w,ho are ele^cd by the

D «w«er

'-1
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owners of land •, and as the Conftiiution has al-

lowed a numerous fcparatc Reprefentacion for the

towns, it may be fairly faid, that all thofe confi-

derable towns which fend no Members, fuch as

Manchefter, Birmingham, Halifax, &c. and a

great part of our people bcfides, arc not reprc-

fented in Parliament.

But the true rcafon why fo little inconvenience

has been hitherto felr, from this defeft or inequH-

liiy of Reprcfcntaiion, muft, I apprehend, be de-

duced from a circumftance, which, fo far as I

know, has never been fufficiently attended to by

any political writer, and which, though efta-

blilhed by no law, is of the uimoft importance in

this Conftitution. I mean the ufage of Parliament,

by which it impofes all taxes in a general manner,

fo as not to tax any particular didrid or part of

the kingdom, lie other parts of the kingdom

are not taxed ; but impofes the tax on all perfons

poflefling the property, or confuming the taxed

commodity, in whatever part of the kingdom they

refide. The Land Tax, and Window TaJc, for

example, are impofed upon all the land and win-

dows of England, in whatever county fituafd,

and are not impofed on Yorkfhire alone, whilft

all the other counties pay nothing. In like manner,

the Malt Tax is not impofed on the malt made in

one county only, but on all the malt made any

where in England. The duties of Cuftoms afTeA

the importation and exportation of goods at every

place, and the dutties of Excife extend to all ex-

'cifeable goods in every part of the kingdom.
"•

,

' There
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There are many inftances indeed of fpecial A£ls

of Parliament, obtained upon petition of the inha-

bitants, bv virtue of which duties are levied in

particular places, and not elfewhere •, but the mo*

ney is, in fuch indanccs, diredled to be applied to

public purpofes in that particular place, which .

precludes any objeftion to the tax. I believe,

however, there is an inftance or two, of duties le-

vied at the port of London, particularly on coalsi

which duties are not levied in any other ports of

the kingdom •, and yet the produce of the duties

is not appropriated to public purpofes within Lon*

don or Middlefex, and I am not at prefent able

to explain the reafon of that deviation from the

general rule. But the ufage, as to all public

taxes for the exigencies of the State, may, nciwith-

'

ftanding, be confidered as univerfal } namely, that

they are not conBned to any particular place, but

are general over the whole kingdom.

The efFeft of this ufage, with refpeft to the

point in queftion, is of much more confequence

than may at firft fight appear. Though Man-

chefter and Birmingham, for example, are not re-

prefentcd i yet, as the tax which affcfts them, is at

the fame time impofed upon all the places in the

kingdom which are reprefcnted, if the tax were

grievous and oppreflive, it would excite a general

difguft, and the voice of the people in general being

againft ir, would check and controul, not only thc

error, but even the corruption of Parliament. I do

riot lay much weight in this cafe, upon another cir.

cuitiftance, that, by the univerfality of the tax, it

D 2 mylt
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muft afflcdl the Members of Parliament thcm-

fclves, who vote for it; becaufc it is impofTible to

difguife, that as things now ftand, the majority of

both Houfes may enjoy fiich emolumcnis frOm

the Crown, as will more than compcnfate their

particular (hare of the tax i but as they will

not only tax themfelvcs, but their conftitucnts,

and not only their conftituents, but the whole

body of the people, an irrefiftiblc check muft

thence arifc, to every remarkable abuf* of the

power of taxation, until, by the means of a nu-

merous ftanding army, the liberties of the people

are entirely at an end.

.The effcA of this check, arifing from the uni-

ycrfality of all taxes, operates, we know, with rc-

fpedt to Scotland, which certainly could not other-

wife be protcftcd, by fo fmall a reprefentation as

forty-five Members out of five hundred and fifty-

fix i nor by the ftipulation made at the Union, by

which the amount of the land tax is in fome degree

limited as to that country. That limitation is not

abfolute, fo as to prevent the land tax from being

ever increafed i but is wifely contrived in fuch a

manner, as to render the Englifli Members, the

prote6lors of Scotland ; for it was ftipulated, that

when the land tax in England (houid arnount to

1,997,763/. 8 J. ^Id. the land tax in Scotland

(hould be only 48,000 /. free of all charges, by

which means, though that tax may be increafed,

yet no fuch increafc can be made, without, at the

fame time, a proportional increafc in England.

If
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If Parliament (hould dev'jre fi.' •) this ufage,

and (hould attempt to tax Yotkfliir., for cxamplr9

when no other county was taxed, every one muft

fee, that the thirty Members fent from that county,

could afford tu it, very little protcdion againft the

remaining five hundred and twenty- fix Members

which compofe the Houfc of Comnions ; and the

tax would be unjuft, becaufc in voting fuch a

queftion, the other Members cockl in no fenfe be

conlidered ns virtually rrprelcnting Yorkfhire, their

intereft not being the fame with that of Yorkfhirf,

but diredlly oppofnci for by taxing Yorkfliire,

they would diminifh the burden upon ihcmfclvcs

and upon their conftituen IS.

But although the prote«^ion of any particular

part of the kingdom againu the proceedings of

Parliament, is not fo much foumicd on the vo es

'oftheadtual members fent iVoni thence, as upon

the univcrfality of the proceedings of Pariiamenr,

which therefore naturally unites, not only all the

Member:, but the whole kingdi)irj, in oppofing

what is wrong •, yet r^prcfentation, is on many

other accounts, of great moment to thole places

which cleft Members, for it immediately and in-

timately connet^ls, each individual of the eledors,

and all their friends and evm acquaintance, with

• the reprefentative and bis tiiends, and ihcrehy fe-

cures to them a degree of prf-tection from injury

and oppreflton, which, with rcfpcft to the infe-

rior orders of mankind,..exifts no where elfe in any

quarter of the globe. This furt of proictliun ex-

tends
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tends much wider in England than it does in Scot-

land, bccaufc in England the right of voting de-

icends to a much lower clafs v and accordingly, the

common people of England, have evidently

ftrongcr feelings of independence, than thofe of

other countries.

Thefc arc fomc of the great advantages, which

the inhabitants of thisifland derive, from repre-

fentation in Parliament. In the confiderable towns,

which fend no Members, there are always great

numbers of voters for the furrounding counties,

or for other towns which fend Members, who

communicate protedion to the reft, and the whole

reprefentatives of England, are to them a protec-

tion, againd exorbitant taxation.

But if America were to be taxed by a Britifli

Parliament, would that country enjoy the fame

protedion, and are the Members of the Britifli

Houfe of Commons to be confidcred in any re-

fpefl as virt'ial reprefentatives of that country?

The fyftem of laws concerning the trade of

America, has deprived them of many of the im-

portant advantages of Engliihmen, and therefore

we could not, without injuftice, impofe upon

them the fame taxes to which we ourfelves are

fubjeft. Indeed, by compelling them in a manner

to take our goods at our own price, and cbi'ging

them to lend their goods here, to be fold in effeft

at our price, wc lay upon them a large fbare of

our taxes : but if we were to tax them further, v/e

mud do it by a fpecial tax to be levied in America

I only,
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only, and no part of it to be levied on ourfelvcs.

Inftead therefore of a common intereft in our

five hundred and fifty-fix Members of Parliament,

to protedl them from taxation, our whole body of

reprefcntatives, would have a common intercft to

tax them, in order to lefien the burden on our-

lelves. No murmurs from England can be ex-

pedled to arife, upon occafion of any new tax u be

paid by America, but on the contrary an univcr-

fal joy and approbation. No member would run

the ri(k of offending his conftituenrs, or of loBng

his feat, by voting for fuch a tax *, he would read

in the countenances of his friends and acquaint-

ance, no marks of difapprobation ; he would fee

in his neighbourhood no fymptoms of the mif-

chiefs arifing from the mod opprelfivc taxes. The

cries of the Americans, from beyond the Atlan-

tic, would hardly reach hir ears ; and at he is not

eleftcd by them, there cannot exift that connexion;

which would bind him to afford to any individual,

his protection, from the mofl illegal infult and

violence.

This is not all, if the praftice of taxing Ame-

rica here, had been once firmly cltablilhcd, does

any man doubt, that the executive power, the

governors, judges, and officers of ail kinds, would

foon havt been rendered entirely independent, of

the people and alTemblies of thjt country, lb as to

leave their conduft withont any controul exiHing

there. Many (tcps had been taken wiih that

view, whilft our right of taxation cxifted only iTi

idea.

if
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tends much wider in England than it does in Scot-

land, bccaufc in England the right of voting de-.

icends to a much lower clafs v and accordingly, the

common people of England, have evidently

ftronger feelings of independence, than thofe of

other countries.

Thefe are feme of the great advantages, which

the inhabitants of thisifland derive, from repre-

fentation in Parliament. In the confiderable towns,

which fend no Members, there are always great

numbers of voters for the furrounding counties,

or for other towns which fen J Members, who

communicate protedion to the reft, and the whole

reprefentatives of England, are to them a protec-

tion, againd exorbitant taxation.

But if America were to be taxed by a Britifh

Parliament, would that country enjoy the fame

protection, and are the Members of the Britiih

Houfe of Commons to be confidcred in any re-

j fpefl as virtual reprefcntatives of that country?

i The fyftem of laws concerning the trade of
' America, has deprived them of many of the im-

portant advantages of Engliihmen, and therefore

we could not, without injuftice, impofe upon

ihcm the fame taxes to which we ourfelves are

fubjeft. Indeed, by compelling them in a manner

to take our goods at our own price, and cbi'ging

them to lend their goods here, to be fold in effeft

at our price, wc lay upon them a large fbare of

our taxes : but if we were to tax them further, we

muft do it by a fpecial tax to be levied in America

I only,
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only, and no part of it to be levied on ourfelvcs.

Inftead therefore of a common intered in our

five hundred and fifty-fix Members of Parliament,

to protefl them from taxation, our whole body of

reprerentatives, would have a common interest to

tax them, in order to leflen the burden on our-

felvcs. No murmurs from England can be ex-

pedLed to arife, upon occafionof any new tax u be

paid by America, but on the contrary an univcr-

fal joy and approbation. No member would run

the rifk of offending his conftituenrs, or of lofing

his feat, by voting for fuch a tax •, he would read

in the countenances of his friends and acquaint-

ance, no marks of difapprobation •, he would fee

in his neighbourhood no fymptoms of the mif-

chiefs arifing from the mod oppreffive taxes. The

cries of the Americans, from beyond the Atlan-

tic, would hardly reach hir ears -, and a& he is not

eleded by them, there cannot exift that connexion,

which would bind him to afford to any individual,

his protection, from the mofl illegal ini'ult and

violence.
''>%

This is not all, if the praftice of taxing Ame-

rica here, had been once firmly eltabiifhed, does

any man doubt, that the executive power, the

governors, judges, and officers of ail kinds, would

foon have been rendered entirely independent, of

the people and afifemblies of thjt country, fo as to

leave their conduft without any controul exilling

there. Many ftcps had been taken wiih that

view, whilft our right of taxation cxiflcd only Ift

ir!ea.

4*-:"^._.I
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It feems to mc, that America, under fuch a

fyftcm, muft have ftood in the fame fituation

with refpeft to this country, in which the people

of England would have flood with refpedl to the

Crown, if the claims of Charles the Firft, to levy

money by his own authority, had prevailed.

They would have been fubjcd to be taxed by a

power which had no natural check or motive to

fpare them, except what might arife from hu-

manity and indulgence. It was argued for

Charles the Firft, that the Parliament was faaiousj

that it obftrufted the public fervice j that his Ma-

jcfty could not be inclined to opprefs his people,

fince his own glory and profperity was conncdled

with theirs j that his Privy Counfellors, and thofc

appointed by him to high offices, would natu-

rally be chofen from amongft the principal men

in the kingdom, who could not be fuppofcd. to

concur in any thing injurous to "the facrcd liber-

lies of their country j that the right of the Crown

to levy (hip-money, was cftabliflied by innume-

rable precedents, and was not a new right \ and

that, therefore, thofe wha contended againft it,

were merely a fet of fanatical fadious men, who

wihicd to make ihemfclvcs of importance to the

prejudice of the cftablifhcd conftitution of the

kingdom* Thefe fort of arguments had at that

time fuch weight, that they impofed on the under-

ftandings of a great part of the kingdom, andthe

pretenfions of Charles the Firft were fupported by

' a large proportion of the EngUfti nobility. For-

tunately,
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tunately, however, thcfc pretenfions did not pre-

vail, and the exclufive right of Parliament to grant

the money of the people, was vindicated, though

not without the eflfufion of torrents of blood.

It will make little difference, that in this cafe

it is not a fmgle perfon, under the title of King,

who claims the power of levying money on the

Colonies, but the united power of King, Lords,

and Commons i for, with refpcft to America,

that united body of men ftand cxa£liy in the place

of one Monarchy they are as much difengagcd

froin all check or controul, arifing from the per-

fons who are thp objeds of taxation, as Charles I.

was with refpcft to the people of England j
and

the experience of mankind has (hewn, that free

flatcs have often exercifed a more cruel and re^

Icntlefs tyranny, over other ftatcs fubjeft to theiy

dominions, than has ufually been praftifcd by a

fingle Monarch. ...
Such then was the profpea of America, if thejf

had patiently fMbmitOcd to Parliamentary taxatiohj

and I think I can appeal to the breaft of every ho-

neft Engliftiman, whether, if he had been fettled

in America, and had viewed the matter in this

light, he would not have facrificed the laft drop

of his blood rather than have fubmittcd to fuch

a claim.

That the true gr6und of diftindtion, between

our taxing the unreprefcntcd part of England,

and taxing America, has not been heretbfore fuf-

iicientli attended to, will appear, by examining

the various political trafts which have been wrot«

E a w

i^Klllll -
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to prove our right, and the jufticc of the prefenc

war. Dodkor Tucker, Dean^of Glooccfter, hw
canvafled this fubjed very abJy, in a treatife, en-

titled, ** Letter from a Merchant in London t«

his Nephew in America," which was wrote before

the prefcnt civil war commenced. 1 have ar»-

rexcd, in the Appendix N** II. an Exiraft from

that work, and another Extract from a pamphlet

Which has paflfed through mmy editions, entitled,

<» The Rights of Great Britain afferted againft the

<* Claims of America, being an Anfwer to the

' Declaration of the General Congrcfs." In neither

of thefe ingenious publications, is any notice taken

of this important diftinftion, though every other

argument, which cither has bden, or perhj^s can

be prged in favour of America, is very fully and

learnedly difcufled.

Mr. Grenville too, in the Houfe of Comnwns,

when out of office, he oppofed the repeal of the

i^amp Ad, appears by the printed account of his

Speech, to have defended the fyftem of taxing

AoKfica, upon no other ground, than the power of

^parliament to tax the unreprejenHd part of Eng-

Jju^ - The E*rl of Chatham, indeed, in the ra-

pidity of a reply, flighily touched the diftindion,

tn one lenience, but did not, 1 think, dwell upon

it fuHitiently, to bring if home to the feelings and

undcrt! endings of the nation. His words in anfwer

to Mr Gitnville, v they wcr? printed, were thefe,

f* The Gentleman tells us of many who arc ta»cd

•M and are not reprefented. The India Coxxih

?• pany, Merchants, Siockholdcrs, M^nufa^u^**"**

I
»» Surely
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«* Surely many of thefe are reprefented in other

** capacities, as owners of land, or as freemen of

** boroughs. It is a misfortune that more are

*« not aAually reprefented. But tbr/ 0t* all Inha-

" HtwtSt andt as fiub, tare virtHMlfy rtfnfmted,

^ They have connexions with tbofe that eleA,

«* and they have influence over them. The gentle-

** man mentioned the Stockhclders. I hope he

** does not reckon the debts of the nation as a

** part of the national eftate.—

"

That the Americans, however, felt the full

force 6f thisobjcftion, though they have not ftated

it in word^ there can be no doubt. The quef-

titfn was birred in 1754, and the dangerous con-

fequeoees explained by Dr. Franklyn, refiding in

America, long before the Stamp A£t That fub-

fequent attempt in 1764, recalled their attention

io it, and it wa^ difcuffed in many printed papi-

phlecs, and in mod of their news-papers. It is

well known, that the loweft clafs of people in

America, are taught to read, and that publica-

tions concerning public matters, which, being

untaxed, are cheaper there than here, are univcr*.

fally difperfed. In fuch a country, it was eafy.tg

jntercft every man, from the higheft to the loweft,

in a queftion of fuch infinite importance to ail j

and this feems to account fofficiently for the united

and perfevcrtng refiftance, they have hitherto fuc

cefsfuliy made.
' Whether from the amazing force of this coun-

try, we might not have fuddenly overwhelmed

;hpm, \i thp degree of refiftance had been fore-

i feen,

_iff«*-ki:;.
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fcen, is iqueftion, which it is not necelTarf

for mc to difcufs, my objcd being only to ex-

amine the grounds they had for that refiftance.

But it may be faid, that if it is admitted, that

Parliament had always exercifcd a foprcme autho-

rity over the Colonies, it is not a i'ufficient ground

to overturn an eftabliftied right, to aflfert, that

fuch. a right is liable to abufe, and th^t good rea-

fons can begiven why it ought never to have exifted.

I allow that this argument has great weight,

becaufe a contrary doftrine would unhinge moft of

the Governments which now exift in the world

;

but in the prefent cafe, the exercife of taxa,iion,

with the exprefs view of raifing a revenue in the

Colonies, was an innovation} the Colonies had not

acquiefced in it ; the matter came to be, difcufled

upon the firft avowed attempt -, they faw the dan-

ger, and as ii was contrary, in their apprehenfion,

to the fpirit of the Conftitution, which in this

ifland has eftablifhed conftitutienal checks upon

thofe who impofe public , taxes, it is not to,be

wondered that the Americans refided the claim.

The right of Charles I. to levy (hip-money with-

out the content of Parliament, was much better

* founded in precedent, than our right to tax Ame-

rica •, but our anceftors wifely thought, that even

thcfc precedents, however ftrong, could not fup-

port a power which was fo dangerous to their

liberties.

But it has been faid, that the Americans had all

along a fcheme of Independence, and that our

claim of taxation was only the pretext made ufc

of
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of for refinance, and not the caufe ; that this was

difcovered by Monfieur Montcalm, when in Ca-

nada, as appears by bis letters lately publifhed -, and

that after the conqueft of Canada, when they

were relieved from the apprehenfion of the French

power, their plan, which had been long meditated*

was completely formed, and the flruggle mud

have taken place fooner or later •, and that it was

an advantage to us to bring it to a trial of force

now, rather than at a later period, when their

power and their refources would have been greater •,

and that it was particularly fortunate for us to

bring the queftion to a determination by arms, at

a time when we were at peace with all the reft of

the world. ,

This argument, I know, has made imprcfllon

on many fair and honourable minds, and there-*

fore ic deferves a particular examination.

.The following reafons convince me, that the

Americans in general, had no dcfire to render

themfelves independent of the firitifh Govern-

ment.

In the firft place, it is a certain truth, that man.

kind are not difpofed to alter a government to

which they have been long accuftomed, and under

which they have enjoyed felicity j but no people

ever enjoyed a greater degree of profperity and

liappinefs, than exifted in America, till the idea of
'

taxing them was adopted in this kingdom *, they

fubmitted to the laws of trade ; they even fub-

mitted to the Admiralty Courts, where thejudgesj

uncontroulcd by a jury, were till lately, paid by a

I fhare
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flurc of eke coiid«mnatioiM. Tbefe Adniiral6||i

Courts, were empowered to judge in revenue qucf-

tions, with a view to enforce more ftriftly the

laws of trade i and we lefufed to craft fuch quef-

tiona to juries, from a fufpicion, in my opinion,

weak and ill-grounded, and rather chofe lo rifle

the difguft which might arife in America from the

partial and interefted determinations of very low

men, whom we appointed judges, than run the

hazard of a few cargoes efcaping condemnation, by

the partiality of juries, who were to give their

verdiAs upon oath.

With the fame view to taxation, we determined

to make the Governors and Judges independent

of the Provincial Aiiemblies. Before the idea of

taxation took place, it was the pradice for the

Aflembly to vote a (alary to the refpedlivc Go-

vernors, and alfo to the Judges, and no incon-

venience to this country was felt firom it) but

much good arofe to the Colonies, firom this con-

troul over the executive and judicial powers i

but when wc propofed to counteraft the inclina*

tions of the people, it became neceflary to remoye

all controu! upon thofe whom we fliould appoint

to thcfe offices.

The republicaji form of the American confli-

tutions, then too, began to give us difguft, for,

from the reign of King William till then, we had

feU no inconvenience that deferved to be menl

cioned from that circumftance ; and, if their con-^

ftitutions were fuch as gave fatisfadlioq, and fe^

cured good order in each Colony, what motive

but

m^^.^1
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From fimilar motivet it was, t|)at Janaes iL

atteApted to deftroy the conftitutipni of all the

corporations in England^ by virtue of fuo war*

ra9t$s, becaufe he wi(hed to govern without (;on«

troid. The refiftance made to him, and to his

father Charles I» did not proceed from any pre*

viotH plan of independency, but certainly arofe

from their encroachments } and yet the aflertori

of our liberties, in thofe times, were accuied o£

aAing merely from ambitious views.

Thet the Colonies in America migl^c
, have

been governed with cafe, if we had eoc^rtaided

proper fentiments» is proved, to my copvi£lioii,

by the following fkft:—The conftitution of the

Maiachuletts Bay ih by far, the moft republican

of any In America, Rhode Ifland perhaps ex-

cepted* It is that Colony which has^ ^waya

been conGdered as the moft averfe to. the EfigUfli

government, and to have been chiefly. inCkru-

menul in lighting up. the prefenc flame in Aif»f.

rica. In that Colony not only was the Ai&mbly

chofen b^ the people, but the Council, whiik, io

moft of the other Colonies,' is appointed by the

Crown, or by the Governor, is there chofen f>f

^c jtt^AfSanbiy, and fuch Members, of the.

oldj^mky.fsarenoc re<leAed, the GQver/)oc.44R

having ODiy I ^hink « negative. .No(wiihft»Adi#9

thifrkthqlarm of the conftitution, yetUamaC^

fured, by undoubted authority, that 'it hai fjM

moft «!#4ys happened, that the pcrfons fJ^^
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porttd hf tR« infcreft of the Gd^rnor, hvf^ bettt

chofcn Councellors i and that in noinftance, lor

tti%nf years back, was the el«€tlon of the Council

ear^jtfd agiiftfl (he wiihes e# the Governor, eateepc

thtt of the l«ft CbunciK whkh was cholen Im-

mediatefy befbre the Mtfachufetts Charter liMs

and, notwithftandWig the agrtation of men's rnlindt

at ihit critical period, it required a great deal

of aiddttfV and ftraugenn, even then, «o. €&nf

the eleAiwi- of the Council againft the Go-

eroor *.

Nor will this appear extraerdinarf ro thofe,

#h(> cottfider the^reac weight, which the execu-

trri po#er aKrays muft hatei in cverjr cownny,

Wh^e ittentibnr is paidl to govern' manktfNi

agi^etbli' to tfiehr mcKnations. The ofRce of

^K»^i:eHor Was in thatColtinf an ofcjeA of am-

blMon, ^d thofe Who afpired to obtain fr.knew^

rhrttilpoiftahceof haifJDg'thc fupport of the Gb-

^tit6^t vtjtiM in the Affcmbty j by adding that

elgfit to the Tcate of either candidate, the partf

iiV^ii fit cfpbtrfcd was fufe to prevaif.

m- of ,1i>fh<(r«(ig(>«i I am t»U wa«, thitt An cmia^iki poli-

li^n^^biervt^g^ed to hit ^mAlKt thtti|«)thoii|lif,,ia tb«

u^api^ which. thi;n)lrey>Uedft xiof/ might be able, by ai-

^di.lto^ carry tbi^^lcdioo of Councsllori t^inft the G<v-

^ ^wkot:^ iifpt6^M x\t clea Mr. HincocE S^pjeakVof the

W AAtaibf^Vaiih avhrlirtrfate the Obrtmbr WMfdimdce otft;

4 #tif fi^ivv^aMlrcjcAili^dteAflembiyi HeM «0ald be

^ eiltaOBd^iaMdr^f the *ikaUl«^4»r C^wiccllor* iMb iebdbaMldy
- h^g^ ^D^^hehQped UHk.llSjvouM;haii8 a»n«jo«ii^. . Jihu

]>ljijip )va« fpHQwed, Md tb««kaioBiofCi)uiKcl^:aj(a#c«irie4

hy'a fmalY inajofitvl ,,
' ' '

'
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,The Govctnor had few office* of profit to be-
^

ft'ow, and no fund for bribery out of the pub.;c,

ntoney, and yet, by common attention m nr«.,

naRin« thepaffions of men. the loaucncc of the

office of Governor was. at all times very great m

that fcttlcmcnr, though not always held by men of
.

the firft abilities. , , i'*^

adly. The Colony have uniformly denied this
-

charac of independence ; not only has it becndcnied
.

by the Congrcfs in their printed dcchration, but it

has been denied in ftiH ftronger termsby the particu-

« Colonies. Thus the Colony of North CaroW

in their addrefs to the inhabitants ofthe Br.tifh Em-

pire, dated 8th Sept. i775.^« ^^^f^!^
X'

Lion with evident marks of Tioneft fi^qe^ity. - We

« haye been told that IndepeBdenc^ is our oh,

« i^'. thajt we feek to fhake off all -conne^op;

.^^^th the • farcbt State. Cruet fuggeftionl do

« not all our profefljons. all our .
aSions. un^

« for^ly contradift this ? We a^m d"^»!\^"?,

^. ^Lke that AltnlghtyB^"^
« the receffes of the'hurnan heai^f. and k^ws

« our moft fecrct iiitentlt>tis, that it ^s bur rtott

« eardeft with and pt'ayer to lie rcftotrd, with

- tJe' other united Colonies, to' the M:' ti!

« y^hich we and they were placed beftJre th^ year

^ t7«f, difpofed to glance over «iy'tegula«onl

^. which Britain frad made pi^viotis td^his.and

-Which feem to be ihid^lbu. ttrtd oppteff^b^

^ thefe Colonies, hoping th^t, at fowt-tOW

«
-day. Ihe will benignly interpofe,^a«d rcmovt

** from us every caufc of coniplaifti.** ^

t



The Congrefs, in the declaration fetting forth

the caufes of taking up arms, 6th July, 1775,
has been alfo very explicit :—«« Left this dccia-

* ration fliould difquict the minds of our friends
«* and fcllow-fubjefts, in any part of the Empire,
** we aflure them, that we mean not to diflblve

" that union which has fo long and fo happily
^* fubfifted between us, and which we fincerely

*• wi(h to fee reftored. Necefllty has not, yet

^« driven us into that defperate mcafure, or in-

" duced us to excite any other nation to war
** againft ?hcm. We have pot raifed armies
** with ambinious defigns of feparating from
*? Great Britain and eftablifhing independent
** ftates. We fight not for glory or for con-

" queft. We exhibit to mankind the remarka*
•* ble fpedacle of a people attacked by unp^o-
** yoked enemies, withour any imputation or

^* (ufpicion of offenc?. They boaft of their pri-

* vileges and civilization, and yet proffer np

j* milder conditions than fervitudc or death.'*

.: If i; is faid, that thefe declarations are not to

be trufted, it cannot be denied, that they are ^
proof, at leaft, that thofc who made them thought

it unfafc to declare any other fentirr?nts, and

that therefore the great body of the people were

averfe to the idea of independency, and, in fuch

a fituation, nothing but unwife condu£): on our

part, could have deprived us of the allegiance of

a people fo difpofed.

3aiy, It is well known, that after the fate of

|h$ir laft petition to his ^jajefty, and after all the

'8<»aB"etW^»t^ '

-
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afts which we afterwards paflcd, yer, when the

Yote of independency was propoftd to the Con-

grefs, it was carried by a very fmall majority the

firft day, and on the fecond day the votes were

equal, fo that the queftion went off lor thac

xxmc.'''^^^'^- "-
^ 4thly, As I know of no fafts which prove that

the Americans in general entertained ideas f

ihdependencyy before our plan of taxation, and

as they could not, I think, have any reafonable'

motive for entertaining that idea, fo there ari^i

many fafts which prove the contrary. The re-

queft which they made after thefe difputes com-

menced, to be piK upon the fame footing as they

were m 1763 •, and the petition of the Congrffs

to his Majefty, preferttcd to the Secretary of State

o*^*fhe ift of Sepi. 1775, ** Submitting to his

** Majetty's wife confideration, v;hcther it might

** not be expedient, for facilitating the purpofcs

** therein mentioned, that his Majefty would
** be pleafcd to dired fome mode, by which the

" uaited applications of his faithful Colonifts tO

«* the Throne, in purfuande of their Common
" Councils, might be improved into a happy

" and permanent reconciliation/' feem to me con-

currnrg proofs that independency was not their

aim.

If jt be faid, that the Americans in general

night tiot aim at independence, yet, that this was

the idea of many leading men amongit them, and

wouldi one day or another, have been the general

liyifli. It &rft remain! to be proved, that any fuch

men

^l¥
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men cxifted amoagft them, Jt is plain that 0%
Franklyn, in 1754* entertained no fuch notion

i.,

aod, if it had been the opinion of fomc parti-

cular pcrfons, will any wife man believe, that if

our government in that country had been well a4-

miniftered,thefavuorableopinions of the great body

of the people, could have been perTerted fo much,

as to make them renouni:e prefent eafe, haps^-

Bcfs, and fccurity, to purfuc an uncertain phan-

tom, which, when attained, might difappoint

their.(anguine hopes ? hi

^thly, I tiiiol it plain, that his Majefty'sMi-

nifters d'i' nn. 'licve, that this was the general

difpoficion oi iiuaerica*. and if they who had ail

opportunity of the beft intelltgence upon the fub-

jed did not believe it, I think it impoOible that

there could be any truth in the accufation. That

they did net believe it, feems to me, to he proved

by the famous circular letter of Lord Hilftx)-

rough, after the repeal of all the duties imppfed

b; the aft 7th of his Majcfty, eacccpt on tc?, and

addrcffcd to the American Governors, to be com-

municated by them to the fcveral affembliesi in

which the moft poritiv"; s^urances were given,

that it was not the '
fir»..i.>n to impofe any furr

ther duties upon I v' by authority of the

Britilh Parliament. L -'if Colonies had been fc-

rioufly thought to aim at Jiu-ependency, to what

purpofe was this declaration. But, if it was be-

lieved, that the true caufe of thieir uneafineli, pto;.

cecded from 01: r cltiip to taxation j tbefe aflu-

1 JCC8
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ranees were proper, and calculate* t6 anfwer a

good purpofe, as they certainly did.

II his Majefty't Minifters had believed inde-

pendency to b& a prevailing idea in America,

would they haveftnt fo^iiKonfiderabld force, as they

did at firft^ under Oeneral Gage, faificient only

to quell a few factious rioters ; or would they have

affirrtied, as they did repeatedly to' Parliament,

that the friends of Government were very nu-

merous in America, and that it was only the vio-

knee of a fmalt number of fallious men, which

bad prevented o«r friends from fiiewing their in-*

cMnations ? The conciliatory propofition of Lord
Mofth, moved in the Hoafe of Commons, 27th'

February 1775, and the aft of Parliament, em-
powering theCfoim ta feud out Commiflioners t»

grant pardons, and with private inftruftiofis, pixK'

bably <^ a moEC extcnfive nature, would; have been

ridiculous, if admmiftration had fenouOy believed,'

ilhat the AmiBiicaos^ ia general ainied .at indep«n^

dcoce. ,,/
,

•,/

6tfaly» If indepeiadeace bad been in the con-

lemplatioo of AtneriUy e#n we fuppsTe; thatthey

would have left them&lves fo ill provided with

the means of fupporiiag it, as they certainly'

were at the beginmiigof thefe cohfufions.

The riot at Boilon in 1 77>4, irhen the tea w»^
decoyed, w«Hr Merely a rtlMliuiee to a partictilaT'

tax chey diaiked, ' tod t»i chetcAilt of any d^e^
laid fcheme of independence* ; at the* f^ne time,

« Tlw tea la all ^btkevtioloiuiNiwMireritsMckj wkI was
^toyicd at B«fiD|n,^'/foai tiMobAipacy of^i^Gaafigfleej win
.^^fed to permit the ihip'to return to Eagland.

it

i
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it would not have been furprifiiig, if the Atnerii,

cans had been much better prepared than they:

were for refiftance, confidering the ^ondtidt of

Parliament foon after the repeal (Of the ^tanip

AA, when the plan of taxation was refumtd, and

the unnec?'^s>ry and unprodudive tax upon tea

was repeatedly refufed to be repealed.

It fcems unfair to urge as a proof that they^r

aimed at independence, the fpeculations of philo«r

fophers, with refpedb to the probable fiate of

America, at a diftant period of time, when it is

fuppofed, their numbers and we^th (hall greatlyi

exceed thofe of this country. Thefe ipeculationi,,

however ingenious, are merely conjectural, andr

could not be fuppofed the real motives of con-

dud, in the minds of any confiderablcpart of the

prefent inhabitants of Amcrica^7s ,; :

WithrefpeA to the letKrsof MonfieurMontcalm,.

I believe them to be fi&itious, and certainly their

authenticity, is by no means afcertained. If they had

been genuine, it'is not probable that they would

have been- fo long of making their appearance y

bu£ it was eafy to prophecy, as thefe letters do»

after the event had happened. There have beeil'

fo many publications in^ France, of letters as ge-

nuine, which were afterwards difcovered to be

the mere works of imagination, that.no wife man

would chufe to re^^his belief, concerning a point

of fo mvich coniequence, upon the chance chat thefe

letters are. not invented btft.re^K i in > i u ; mU
But It will be faid, their late declaratioa ^of

independence, is a decifive proof that they had

na

iTrji'Bf'y.-ssisfJ';"

'
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n6t)fhcr objeft from the bcginhing. Was this re-

publican eftablifhrnent in England, after the long

ilruggle with Charles the Firft, a proof that the

great body of the peoplb of England took up

arms from the beginning, in brder td eftablidi i

republic ? If I hav<6 been fuccefsful in (hewing,

that the Americans had juft grounds for the molt

ferious alarm, from our claims of a power to tax

them hfcrie, ahd to alter their chatters of Govern-

ment i if they had more than an intirriacion, by

the Quebec Bill, what was the fort of conilitution

We wifhed to introduce in all the i)roviriccs, w<J

have no rtced to fcarch further for motives

fiifiicient to induce a jealous, enlightened, and

hlgh^fpirited people, to take tip arms, without

fuppoflng that independency was ever thtir ob-

jdft. But whtn they found that ^c paid ho atten-

tion to their fears arid jealoufles, but that after

landing a fbrct to Bofton, under General Howe»

which was compelled afti^rwards to leave it, we

prepared and feric out a much givater force, and

paired fevei»al afts of Parliament, which fliowed

our difpofitidn to reduce them tb unconditional

lUbjeftion j but above all, when his Majefty was

r.uvifcd to rejeft, without an anfwer, the laft peti-

tltion of the Congrefs ; it fcemi to me, that the

Americans had no option left, but either to fub-

mit as a conquered people, and depend on the

gcnerofity of thofe who had been taught to view

them in thfe moft contemptible light, or to declare

themfelves independent, in order to eftablilh fome

regular form of government amongft themfelves,

:«*...£ G ai^cl

— 'Vi* f"



C 4t J]

•nd, to entire them ta treat lor affiflance witit;

other powers.

Erom the view I, have taken of the fubjeA, t

thinks it muft appear to every man whowijl pcrr

mit himfelf to judge without prejudice, that.the

.

objeAioiT of the Americans to their being taxed by

thia countryv^ was not an unreafonable caprice,

but of a mofl: ferbus and important nature > and

that the Britifli Parliament, being neither eledted

by them, nor impofing at the fame moment on

themfelvcs and their conlUtuents, the taxes they

were to vote on America, had not thofo eonftitu-

tional checks, to prevent an abufc of that dangj8»r

reus power, which is in truth the eflcnce of the^

Briiifli Conftitution. It will alfo appear, that by

the fyftcm adopted wkh' refpedl to the Colonies>

in cftablKhing a monopoly of their trade, we had

in faft cxafted from them a proportion of our pu-

blic burdens ; that if we had been willing to give

them a reprefentatjon in the Briti(h Parliament,,

it would have afforded them a very feeble pro-

teftion, unlcls every tax impofed upon America^

was to be at the fame time impofed upon our-

felves} thai we could .not, injuftice, impofeupon

them all our own taxes,, aod yet tax them at

the fame time,. by prcferving. our monopoly; and.

that even, if a method 'could have been devifcd,^

of Bxing a proportion ta be paid by them now,

as a full equivalent for their prefent proportion

of the public taxes, and that they Ihould never

pay .more in future, except a fimilar proportion-

of fpch increafe of taxes as we might hereafter

make
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««fte upon oin#i«; yet ftrll they^wHJlil not
l«Vc bctn put upon a fair footing wi^h u«. unlefa
they were aflowed to' ftnd repreftnutivcs to Par-
iuffftnti in order to guard both us and themielvcs
agamft any fbch incrtafe; and it would have
bcii.h httUr neccffary, in ftrift jufticc, that «ur
Jaws pf trade with rcfpeft to America. flioiUd h««e
bc6n fixed, fo as to prevent any pofliblc ioc«»fc of
the^burdcn upon tliem in thatrcf^fti fosM thdk
liws are not of a general nature, but' are made
to l)urden America only, without at the fame
time burdening our own conftitucnts, the Britifli
Parliament would, in all qucftions of that kind,
have wanted that conilitMtional check, which is
the cflcnce of the. power of taxation, and the fup-
pofed reprefeotatives ffom America,' would hivfi
been able to make too feeble a defence in fuc|i
fortofqueftionsagainll the united intereft of all

.*''"?. ^^«;^>^w»b«.r5,of oyrJIritifhHouil; pf Com-
mons.

I believe diere arp few even of the moft zea-
.Jousiq fupport of the American war, who would
!." ^«!r-*^

converfatiop afcrt as their opinion, that
his Majcfty»8 American fubjcfts ought no be on *
worlj footing with rflpcft to taxation, than thc^^ii
inhabitants of Great Britain. On th<? contrary, the
conftant languagp is, that the AcJTicans demand
privileges which do not belong to Britons j that they
ought to bear their proportion of the public burr
dens i that they have taken arms in the fac? of the

r^% ^^"^ !»"<^ '^^ <=<«#«ep|i,ot the cm.
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p^re ( an4 tha^ not contented with a participation

p]" the happy conftttution of this country, they

have aimed at privileges, ip claiming an exemp-

tion from Parliamentary taxatiop. which wc in

this ifland do not enjoy \ that this war is meant

to rcftore liberty to the Americans, to reftore tp

them the rights and priyileges of the Britilh Con-

ftitution, and to refcue them from the defpotifqi

of their fadious leaders, and of that Congrcfs

which the^ had eleftcd.

But from what has bc^n faid, I apprehend it to

be clear and manifcft, that the power of taxing

America cannot be trufted with the Britilh. Par-

liament, with the fame fafety, as the power of

taxing Britain i that the Americans would be on

a worfe footing than us, and would be deftitute

of thofe checks, which controul in Britain the

abufe of taxation } and that when wp infitt upon

putting them on that footing, we defire what is

unreafonable for us to afk, and for them to fub-

mit to.

Oiight they not then to contribute to the bur<

dens of the ftati? They certfunly' ought, and by

the reftriftions impofed en their trade, they cer-

tainly do contribute very largely, but perhaps

»^thcy do not contribute their full proportion:

the long pofleihon of their exclufive trade, has, I

believe, given fuch advantages to the Britilh ma-

fiufadureirs, that they a(e now abk to furnifli a

great part of our manu|a£lures to the Americans

cheaper than they could be purchafed clfewhere

;

and thercfbre, the confining the Americans to take
^ ' > • -y ' , -
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'thefe from us, is no hardfliip upon them, and is,'

in truth, unneceflary for us. I believe too, that

-much relaxation might be made with refpeft to

vlite regulations of their trade, with great advan-

tage to them, and without any material injury to

us I and if that were done, they certainly ought to

contribute in another way to the public burden^

0f the State.

But I would wilh to know, if we might not

iafely truft, that fuch contribution would be chear-

fully gran^d by their own ailemblies *, as is done

by the Parliament of Ireland. There is certainly

nothing unconditutional in that mode of obtaining

« contribution from part of the Empire, otherwife

Ireland would not have been fo long exempted

from Parliamentary taxation.

It has been faid, however, that fuch a mode
might become dangerous to the liberty of this

country, becaufe the King would thereby have

the means of levying money without the confenC

pf the Britifi) Parliament, and by obtaining mo'

jney from the American A^mblies, the Crown

might, at fome critical period, be rendered in-

flependant of thcBtitUh Parliamtint.

But this ofcyedion, which applies equally to

|he. cafe of Ireland, is certainly not founded on

any very probable conjecture, and could eafily

be obviated, both with refpeft to Ireland and

the Cok>nie8, by jpafling an aft, which would

bind his Majefty, that all adts of affembly, o-of

thelrilh Parliamlfcnt, containing grants ofmoney to

^e Crown, and not apprdpriated to fpecial pur-

pqfc^

tv
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pofcs in the Colony, (hould, before they are re^l

<he third time in America or Irelsuid, be com*

xnunicated to both Hopfes of the Britiih Parliji*

ment, and receive the approbation of each byn
^efolution, and be entered in their JQurnaJs.

It is faid, however, tiiat it is not to be ex«

peAed, that the American Afiemblies, would

vote their money for the public ilcrvice, becaufe

chey would have no concroul, like the firiti(h

Parliament, on the expenditure of the monejr

which they might grant i that being removed

from the feat of government, the > influence olf

the Crown would be fo weak, as not to be abk

to carry any queftion •, and that, as by their re^

fufal to grantt the wheels of the whole ina»

chine would not be. entirely (lopt, as in the cafe

of a jrefufaltO: grant the ufual fupplies here, there

ivould not be. any natural and permanent. coiiih>

pulQon upoji thBir aJTemUies, to make fucli

grants i and that therefore, to: give them the -caD«
''

clufive privilege (^ voting their own mtmey^

yrould, in efFp^ be ^yia^ them an entire exemp^

tm-r :"' -'•" ••

This argumeiK is pUufibk, and, J doubt ttot^

^as made an impreflSoa on many ^ifpaflionate and

impartial n?en \ put has jthe. e^rience of Ireland

juftifie<| this theory? Did notCHarktthef^irft qonf>

ceivethe fame ideas concerning the imprafticabiltty

of obtaining proper fqpplies pf money froiBf^n^9gt

lifli Houfe of Commons? and, h^ the experience

pf the laft century juftified thefe fufpiciofisi Ititi

liowever, extremely probable^ thuii the Anviricao

Affemblic*
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Aflemblies would at firft have been very fparing'of

their grants, that they would have infifted on the

redrefs of many grieviinces, that they would have

flipulated concerning the application of their mo-

ney before they had voted it, that they would moft

probably have arraigned the wafteful conduct of

minifters, and would have propofed many methoda

for kflfening the expenc6 i but I am convinced,

that if the juft complaints of the Americans had

been liftened to, and their confidence gained, the

American Aflembiies, whenever there was a rea^

ground for aiking money, would have granted

liberally » and, as a lover of this Conftitution, I

fliould have rejoiced, that the difficulty of obtain-

ing, money from the American Aflembiies had

exifted, as a frefti motive with minifters for good

Gonduft, and to compel a proper exerciie of the

executive power.

The truth is, that where men are not afraid

of cncroachnnents on their liberties, and their

minds are not ibured by improper treatment, their

reprefentatives, in place of being too niggardly,

have, on the contrary, been too lavifh, in voting,

the public money, and the weight of Government

19 iiicb, from the harural tendency of mankind to

be governed, and from the defire which moft men'

have for honours and diftinftions, that even in

very; weak hands, and without the aid of bribery^

the executive power can always obtain, in popular

aflembiies, much larger fupplies than, in wifdotn

and prudence* it ought to obtain.

Having
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iiaving thus taken a general view of the argu'-i

menc in favour of America, to which; as it ap^

pears to me, this country has not albwed fuffi''

cient weighty and to which, I think, no fofficient

anfwer has ever yet been made ; I come next la

conOderhow far the Americans have allowed proper

weight to the argument in favour of the claimf

of this country. t

And here I mud ubferve, that it itu natural for'

this country to think, that America ought to con-

tribute to the public burdens of the State, and

that it was alfo very natural for us to conceive*

that the Parliament of Great Britain had full

power to impofe taxes upon them, fince we had

not only made laws to regulate their trade, but

had even, in fome few inftances, impofed internal

taxes*, what reafon had we, therefore, to doubt of

'

our power by the conllitution, to impofe taxes upon

them. T' tn-exercife of our right could not take

it away, : might, with reafon, be afcribed to

the inability of the Colonies to contribute. The

doubt of the power of Parliament to tax America,

can hardly be faid to ha; ^ exifted. in America it-'

felf, before the year 1754, when the matter wa^

for the firft time canvafled in the papers annexed

in the Appendix. It was not the idea of Mr.

Grenville to make ufeof that power, if the Ame**

rican Afiemblies would themfelves have impofed a

tax, to raife the fum which he defired, and it was

upon their refufal only, that he made the motion

for the Stamp Ait in the Bri{i(h Houfc of Com-
- ' mofiSv

''

^^.^ -'
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mons *. I have already admitted, that it was of

the utmofl: importance to the Colonics to refill

the impoQtion of taxes by the Parliament here,

and even to refufe impofing taxes on themfclves,

equivalent to the Aim which Mr. Grenvillc de*

raandcd} becaufe I agree with the American ar-^

gument, that if the Minifter or the Parliament

here, were to . name the fum, it i> but a fmall ad<

vantage to them, to be made the judges of the

inodeof raiftng it v for fuch a privilege would have

retembJed only the option given to Socrates, t(f

chute between the different modes in which he

ihould be put to death. Mr. Grenville's propo.

fitioD, no doubt, proceeded upon the fuppofition

of an undoubted power, vefted in Parliament, to

IM America, and upon that fuppofition, it was

an indulG;ence to permit them to raife the money

under th^. authority of their own AfTemblies •, buc

as the Americans, by that time, were fufficirntly

enlightened to underftand, that if Parliament was

to tax them, there would exift no check or con-

troul, as with us, upon the exercife of that right,

they determined to rcGft the attempt of taxing

thcfiv either diredly by Parliament, or indired^ly

by inQfting upon their raifing a fpecific fum by

authority of their own Aflemblies.

* I know it hat been aAerted, that Mr. Qrenville did hot

gtve any option to the Colonies, to impofe an eqaivalcnc

tax upon tbemt'elveit but required of them to point out fomd

Qthfr tax equally pioJu.tVive, to be fubliiluted by the Britilh

Parliament, in place of the intended Stamp A£l ; but I hav«

alwayi nnderflood the fadl to be ti I have now ftated it.

H Mr.

"^''«i**ii«^SisSiasKAa^
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Mr. Grenville might be excufed in the method

which he purfued, thinking, as he no doubt did,

that our right was dear ; and certainly he (hewed

a difpofiticn to exercife it with difcretion, both by

the previous oScr which he made, and by bis

choice of the tax upon Stamps. But I cannot help

thinking, the Americans were here in fomo degree

tb blame, for as their claim to exemption from Par*

liamentary taxation, was not furely an obvious pro-

pofition, they had no reafoa to be furprizcd, that

it was not immediately admitted; and as they

could not rcafonably deny, that fuppofmg their

right to exemption clear, yet it was jufrand fir^

that they (hould contribute in fome degree to the

public burthens ; I think, tha?: inftead of flatly re^

fufing to impofe any tax whatever on themfelveSy

when Mr. Grenville difcovered faftrong a difpo-

fition to conciliate, they ought to have offered to

rttife fuch a fum as they themfelves thought tea*

fonable, refufing, at the lame time, to admit the

claim of a Parhamentary right to tax them, or

confequcndy- our right to infift upon their voting

themfelves any ^cific fum. '

Whether Or not this would have prevented the

pafling the Stamp A^, and would have diverted

the ideas of this country from ^ttemlpting to en«-

force Pai liamentary taxation, and would have in-

duced us to rely on the grants of the American A£-

femblies, it is impoITible now to fay ', from the

good fenfe of Mr. Grenville, notwithftanding his

iiiflexibility, 1 think it would ; but at any rate, in

a new and great queftion of this kind, and where

it

-"T^, :\rf;
-
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k was tri^pofllble to deny that the State had a claim

to fome aids from America, I think it would

have been wifer and more becoming, upon the

part of the Americans, to have held out to the

Minifter and the Parliament of this country, a

golden bridge, in order to avoid bringing to an

i'rmediate decidon, a queflion of fuch magnitude*

apd involved in fo much difficulty.

. The Americans ought furely to have confidered,

Chat It was not an eafy matter, to dra\V the line be-

tweea the power of legiClation and taxation, fince

In the Britifh conftitution ttuy had appeared to be

always uhtted^ for though Ireland had never been

tixtd here,' yet there eiciftcd, in the Statute Books',

in^c*'preis aft, declaring, that Parliament here had

powei; to biiid them in all cafes whatfoever ; fo that

the right f^enied, to remaiti, though not exercifed.

fhis therefore was a political queftion entirely

hew, and neither party had a title to condemn the

other for the oppofite opinions they entertained

concerning it ; but leaft of all had America a tide

to condemn the opinion of this country, becaufc

we n^ been in the exercifc of the power of regu-

Uiin^ their trade, and of levying indircftly by

that iheans a tax upon them. I admit, that there

wa^ ihuch lefs danger in that exercife of our power,

than in direftly taxing them •, and that our Par«

liMffiVnt may be fafelytrufted wirh making general

laihf of Regulation, though not with thai of taxing

ki a ^e^ manner t but certainly the didindUon

^iMld^t be'^x^dcd to be admitted as a fclf evi*

deMi]||l^-opdrition, upon its firft being mentioned i

*' H 2 and

I1 V'

i^^:
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and there was not fufficient ground, oft accodnl

merely of our denybg its truth, to impute to this

co-ntry a determined refolution, to reduce pur fcl-

low-fubjefts to flavery, though I admit that, in

time, fUch might havd proved the confcquen^e.

I acknowledge, th& as by paffing the Stamp

Aa, Great Britain infilled on fo dangerous a right,

the Americans were reduced to a moft difagreeablc

dilemma ; for if they fubmitted in ope inftancc^

after the queftion was ftirrcd, they could hardly

aftprwards have made any effcftual oppolition

}

efpeciaily as ihcir fubmifllon woul^l have been im-

puted to fear i but I do not think, they had juft

groiinds to ponfidcr Great Britain as a^ing oq

th?t occafion frorp any oppreflivc nu)tive, fine? the

queftion of right was certainly doubtful | ^nd after

the Stamp A&. was repealed, and all the dutict

contained in the A6k 7th of his Majefty, except

on tea, were ?lfp repealed^ and after the affur-

knees' contained in i-ord Hillfborough's letter,

they ought, and might, in my opinion, have re-

lied, that no further tax would have been impofed

upon them -^ at lea^l, they ought to have delayed

gny violent meafures tiUfoipe tax had been anal-

ly impofed, which I am inclined ?o think, would

never have happened.

The pcrmiffion granted by Parliament to the

Eaft India Company, to expprt their te^ pa, their

own account to America, in place of felling It to

other exporters, was certainly no new IW *»d

tended to furnifh the tea cheaper to the Anwri-

cans.
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Cant. That permiflion was occafioned by the un-

fortunate circumftance of the India Company

having overftocked their warehoufes with tea, and

requiring fome aid to enable them to difpofe of it

more readily ; but not from any view of inipofing

a new tax upon America % and undoubtedly the

Colonies were to blame, in fuffering themfelves to

be inflamed by thofe, whofe profits by fmuggling

were likely to be afiedted, in confequence of this

proceeding of the £aft India Company. If the

Colonies bad aded upon that occafion with more

temper, thefe unfortunate convulfions would not

kave happened ( fo«l am convinced, that the tea

duty was refufed to be repealed, more from an

i^ea of the nepeffity, |n point of dignity, of pre-

ferving this mark of oqr right, than from any fe-

rjoys intention of ever afterwards impofing du-

ties on the Colonies, with a view to a folid re-

venue.

The dignity of a nation is certainly a little con-

cerned, not to give up a difputable right, when it is

denied with afts of violence, though it lofes no dig-

n forbearing for ever the cxercife of fuch a

right , -1 as the permiflion granted to the India

Pompany w ao new tax, the A uencans had not,

I think, fuff^cien ground fr m thence to conclude,

that this country did not mean to forbear for ever

jhc exercifc qf that right of tax cion which gave

America (o tf\^ch alarn and though I can make

great allowances for the jealoufies of fireemen, in

fk point of fo great moment, vet I muft condemn

I
thofe
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thofe who endeavoured to excite ic upon that^i,^

cafion.

I do not mean to enter into a juftification of the

proceedings of Parliament, in confequencrof the

deftrudion of the tea, becaufe I did not, and do
not now, approve of them. The Bofton Port Bill

indeed, if it had not been clogged with fome un-

fortunate claufes, and followed by the Maflacho-

fet's Charter Bill, might have proved a falutary

and effeduai meafure.—But I haden to another

point, in which I conceive the Americans were

too precipitate ; I mean in tl^ rejeding the pro-

pofition made by Lord NortHvw>ith a vieyir co con-

ciliation. ,.

Lord North, on the 27th February 1775, ray
unttxpccledly, made the following motion in the

Houfc of Commons, which has been diftinguifhed

fince by the name of the Conciliatory Propor-
tion, « Refolved, that when the Governor, €oun-
*• cil, and Aflembly, or General Court of any of
" his Majefty's Provinces or Colonics in America^
" Ihall propofe to make provifion, aecorSng to tbi
*' condition^ circumftanctj^ and fituatm cf futh
«• Province or ColonyJm contributing their propor-

tion to the common defence (fuch proportion to
be raifed under the authority of thd General

«« Court or General Affembly of fuch Province or
•* Colony, and difpofabte by Pariiament), ahd
«* fhall engage to make provifion alfo, for ihc
" fupport of the civil Government; slffd the ad*
*' miniftration of juftice in fuch Provinec i* Go-

^ ** lony.

(C

((

-# fr .W'wt - ii'ijtjc t*ri'iit\ .-.;4!rrtfcHirt i*"^''
''-''** "*

'
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(( lony, it will be proper, if fuch propoCil ,fhall be
** approved by his Majcfty and the two Houfcs of
" Parliament, andfor fo kng as fuch provificnjhall

*• he made acccrdinghf^ to forbear in rcfpedt of Ciichi^

" Prorincc or Colony, to levy any duty, tax, or.t

*! afieiTmentfOr to impofe any farther tax oraircir<

** mcnty except only fuch duties as it may be ex«

** pedient to continue to levy or to iirpofe for

" tfie regulation of commerce-, the net produce of
** the duties lai| mentioned, to be carried to the

** <a«count of fuch Province or Colony rcfpec-

•S /lively." i
I ba4 not at tha^me a feat in the Houfe, air

the, petition agaioft the return of my competitor

had not been heard ; but I was prefent during the

debate \ and 1 was and am convinced, that the

propofuion was well intended, and that it ought

not to have been received in the manner it wasre^

ceived, by thole who efpoufed in the houfe, at that,

time, (be cauie of America, The propcfitioi^

was indeed defective in the mode of expreflloni

aiKl did not convey in a clear and unambiguous .

manner, what I firmly believe was the meaning of

the noble Lord, I am convinced, that it was the

lAtentioa of that propofition, that after fettling in

ao equitable and moderate manner with the re- .

fpe^kive American Aflemblics, for a fum to be con-

tributed by each, for the public fervice, that no
further taxes were to be impofcd upon them by

the Britifh Parliament. This was^ in my opinion^

a mod juft and proper manner, with refpedl to

America, of icciling finally this unfortunate dif-

putej

•In

~n3Md||j3i w~-
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pute ; for, unqueftionably, it was jufl; that thef

(hould bear a Ihare of the public burthens, and if

Great Britain was willing to fix their proportioti

at once, and to exempt them for ever from all

grounds of appiehenfion, they could have no rea«

fon to complain. On the contrary, the agreement

was highly advantageous to them } for, as they are

evidently in a courfe of encreafing rapidly, both in

numbers and in wealth, and have immenfe traAs

of wafte lands ftill to cultivate, no fum which could

poflibly be agreed on at this period, could Ittve

born any proportion to whakthey ought to have

paid as their juft fhare hereafar of the public bur-

thens ) fo that to appearance, the propofitipn was-

in fad too favourable to them •, though I atn per-

fedly fatisfied, that if this agreement had ' been

made, and all apprehenfions of Parliamentary taxa^

tion, and of altering their charters, had been;

quieted for ever, we (hould have obtained in fu-

ture times more ample grants from the American

Aflemblies, on all occafions of public danger, than

ever could have been exadfcedfrom them by ads of

the Britifb Legiflaiure.

But unfortunately the propofition, on its firft

appearance, was violently attacked by very al^

fpeakcrs, who defended the caufe of America; and

it was afterwards moft unhappily mifunderilood,

when carried acrofs the Atlantic. It was conceived

by the Colonies to be infidious, and made with a

view of difuniting them, by giving better terms to

fome thati to others ; and it was fuppofed, too, to

be nearly of the fame import with the propofition of

Mr.
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Mr. Grenville, and that' the only concelTion in-

•itnied in it Wis, that' the f6m to be levied oil

America, being fixed from tiriie to time, here»

in conftjquence of thieir refpeftive ofFcrs, they were

to be permitted to levy that fum by the authority of

their own Aflcmblics, but were to have no other

"voice in fixing tfte quantum. They alfo under-

fiobd, that the amount of the falaries and appoint-

ments to the officers of Government in America,

Wai^ not to be determined by themfelves, but By

Wsi which they conceived would be a fource of

great abufe, and an inlet to corruption.

It niUft be cohfeiTed, thattht words made life of in

Ih'e-^bpoOtion, afrorded fome ground for the con-

ftrUAion put upon it by thofe who objefted to it in the

Houfe ofCommons", and by the American Congfefs*

futt xht prOpdfitibrt rtot only requires, that provifirfrt'

fhbutd be made According to the cdndition, c'lrcum-

fiahc(^s\ undfituaiion of each P-'ovinceorCotonyy f6t

contributing their proportibn to the comrtion de-

(cticti but the ekercife bjf the right of taxation

is to be forborne only for fo long ds fach provtfion

Jhall be made accorditigtyt which certainly admits of

this cbnftrudlibh, that whenever Parliament Ihould

bie 6f opinion, that the filnl firll agreed on, did

nbtcbntintie; tb'Jdftfcfpbnd to the condition, cir'i

CuinflSances, -arid" fouation of the Colony, the

si^Heenneht was dt an end, and the right of taica*

tfon n,ij|ht, hbttwithft'ahding th'S agreement, be

exercifed as before. This would uhdoubtedly

have been infidlous j and though I am convinced

thai thcfe words onlyirleant, that if the Amefl-

'*'i' 1 cans

't

W•"^U?^-"^;iA^>*wjill;•Vl;-V
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cans did not continue the proportion agreed oit,

the exercife of taxation fhould be revived, i yet, in

a matter of fuch infinite confequence to the Co-

lonies, it was not furprizing that they were fufpi-

cious, and that they undcrilood ambiguous words

as meant to tnfnare them.

But it is impofTible for me to believe that the

noble Lord meant any thing infidious, or the leaft

unfair ambiguity, by exprefling himfelf as he did,

in that propofuion. I remember I took, occafion

in the following fefllon to (late to the Houfe the

fenfe in which the Americans underftobd the.pro-

pofition, apd at the fame time the fenfe in which

I myfelf underftood it, and I called upon the noble

Lord, to explain in his place, the fenfe in which he

meant it. His anfwer was plain and direct, that

he meant it in the fenfe in which I had underftood

it, and by no means in that in which the Ameri-

cans had conceived it, and that he meant it as the

ground-work of a fair negociation.

The proceedings in Parliament, in confequence

of the Petition from Nova Scotia, by which that

Colony declared its acceptance of the propofition,

though thefe proceedings were afterwards dropt»

arc a further proof of the fenfe in which the pro-

pofuion was meant and underftood t^y Lord North.

But the public have the utmofl: reafon to re-

gret, that in a maitter of fuch magnitude, and
where fo much depended on the accuracy of ex-

prelTion, this important propoCtion, was not com-

municated to the friends of America, before it

was offered to the Houfe, that their objections

might
1 a
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mi"ht have been obviated •, for it is rot to be

wondered that a peop'e, whofe jealoufy had been

ro\3zcd to fuch a degree, and whofe leaders did

not perhaps wifli for a reconciliation, (hould re-

,

jeft a propofition, fo conceived as to admit of be-

ing confidercd as infidiou.^, and which, if taken in

the fenfe the words could hear, was no other than

a fnare to deceive them.

It was evident to thofe who were prefent when

tliis propofition was offered to the Houfe, that it

was made by the noble Lord without the full aflent

of atl his afibciates in adminiftration ; which is ano-

ther proof, to my mind, that he meant by it a

great deal more than the Americans apprehended;

forif it meant to leave Parliament ar liberty, to vary

the proportion of each Colony, from time to time,

the mo(t violent aflertor of the rights of Parliament

could not have objefted to it •, and I, for one, (hall

always think favourably of the Noble Lord, for the

candour and moderation which fuggcfted to him

the idea of that propofition, though ii was attended

with fq little fuccefs.

Biit as I have taken the liberty to ccnfure, the

oppofitton given in Parliament to that propofition,

I think myfelf called upon, in juftice, to exprefs

the approbation which I feel, of the conduft of

the fame Members, upon feveral fubfcquent occa-

fions. In the courfcof thcfe American debates, in-

ftead of confining themfelves merely, as is ulual, to

objefling to the meafures propofed in Parliament by

Adminiftration, they have repeatedly propofed plans

of accommodation with the Colonies, which it

I 2 was
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was in the power of Adminidr^tion to have amiend-

ed and adopted, and by which, if they had adapted

them, the propofers would have reaped, no other

advantage, except the fatisfadion of having ren-

dered, out of office, a moft eflential fervicc to

their country. This condudt, of which 1 highly

approve, counterbalances, in a great meafurc, in

my mind, the error I think ihpy committed, in

oppofing, inljead of endeavouring to correct, the

dcf?fts of that proppfition of thc^ 27th Ij'cbruaryj

I77g, in order to recommend it with all their in»

fl^ence, to th,c acceptance of America.

1 am apt to think, that the, unfavourable rfc,ep;-,

tion of that propofition in America, was the true

caufe, that no farther attempt was matk in Parlja-

menr, to offer terms to the Colonies, and probably

fuggerted the ideal of fending out Commiffiontrs
.^

but as the powers granted' to them by Parlian;ient

were confined to, the granting of Pardons^ ^,^.H
jmpoffible that they could do more, than merely;

to enquire, upon what terms an agreement could be

made. , 1 - j

From a general review of this rubjeft, I tfunk

-It rtiuft appear, to every pcrfon who will pjirmit

hittifelf to cohfider ir, with that impartiality \yKkh

may be expcflcid from diftant ages, that there was

in this cafe, a real ground for difference of opitiion^

between Amerida and us, on the fubjcdl of taxa-

tion, without throwing upon them, the imputation

of blind and faflious zeal, or upon us, that of ari

infolent defire to injure o- opprefs them. On the

one hand, we had a right to exped from them
'^" '" -^'^ " • aconr
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a contribution to the public expeoces, not in-,

deed fo much as if they had not been taxed by

the regulations of trade, but ilill a confiderable

contribution ^ on the other hand» they had good

ground to conceive, th^t according to the prin-

ciples and fpirit of this Conditution, a Parliamvnc

ac;ithe|r chofen by tlicm, t^or rc^r^ipec) in ta^^ing;

them, by being fliarers themrelves with their con-

(titucnts, in the fame tax, v^fis nQC a fit power to

be truftcd, with the uncon;ijoulc;<;l authority of im-

poCng taxes upon them. Both parties were^there-

tbce, in fome mcafure, in the right, and both

werp ^Ifp ip the wrqng. If mankind weije, not un-

fort;uiiately more apt^ to aft frompaflioi) than from

rei^ib^t and if this master had been clearly under-

fiood from the beginning, a line:, of reconciliation,

might eafily have been adopted, for the mutual fa-

t|^|^a.fti9n of this. cQiii^try and of America, without

^heirrctrjcvable ^^^iPXfo much blood and trca-

f^Jrc,o^^?pfh. fides, ^i^vi .

JMatters I hope are npt yet gone fo far, as to

r^|:v(^er itjmpofllbl^, ftill to adopt fuch a line; but

it will require th« ejcertjon, of the wifeft men ia

bo|th countries, tp fopth the prejudices and cn-

Vigbten the miruil/i, qf; ,ti»egfeat bqdy of people both

tt^rc and there. 5 .

I an]i inclined tp think, that it will be much
mprc cafy, tp reconcile the minds of the people of

this country to fuph an arrangement, than thofe

of tjje Americans. We arc now in a great mea-

furc, I believe, cured, of the dream of an eafy

fpnqucft, an^iwe, arc awake to the difad vantages,

---:,v:. of

i-

I*
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of continuing, at fuch a diftance, for any length of

time, a war of fo much cxpence, which has alrea-

dy cod us much more, than the object either of

exclufive trade or of revenue, was ever worth i and

which, in the courfe of human events, may end,

not merely in the lofs of America to us; but if,

by the bravery of our troops in this or a future

campaign, we Ihould reduce them to great- dif-

ficulties, may throw them into the arms of France,

which I'cem open to receive them ; and even if we

ihould prevail to the utmod of our wifhes, mufl en-

tail upon us, not merely an enormous debr, but a

military eftabliihment, dangerous to the liberties of

this country. But it may not be fo eafy now, to in-

duce the people of America, to accept ofthofc terms

of conciliation, which, not long ago, they would

have rejoiced at. I hope, however, there are a fuf-

ficient number of men in that country, endued with

a true love of their country, and fufficiently divefted

of pafllon and prejudice, to be able to difcern the

true intereft of Ameritr. upon this occafion.

To fuch men 1 would wifh to addrefs myfelf,

and I think they will readily admit, that if the un-

certain events of war, (hould compel them to a

dependence, either upon this country or upon

France, it would be infinitely preiferable to retiirn

to their ancient friendfhip with us. The old ties

of connedtion are not yet broken, and the fpiric

they have fliown, in defence of their pretenfions,

will, after the end of this contefV, place them'

high in the eftimation of every Englifhman. They

^ve no reafon to apprehend any future attempts, to

encroach
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encroach upon their rights i on the contrary, the

attention of Minifters to what concerns them, will

probably as much exceed the true medium, in

their favour, as it before fell (hort of it, againd

them., United with us, we Ihould (land 6rm

and fecure, if aflailed by the united efforts of the

mofl; powerful dates in the world, and Amriica

will thus be prefer..d, not only from foreign

^y/uit but from the danger of internal difcord,

and will go on, in that high career of profperity,

which it enjoyed before the unfortunate aera of

1764.

But America has declared itfelf independent,

and the idea of e(labli(hing a new and magnifi-

cent empire upon the pillars of freedom, is a flat«

tering object, and mufl; captivate every youthful

and generous mind -, but are there no rocks or

quickfands to be dreaded ? Ev^en if the object

were already obtained, it would be a new phe-

nomenon in the univerfe,- a republic pofTefTing

extenfive continenr, and yet preferving its liber-

ty, the wifeft and moft plaufible theory, cannot

provide againft all the dangers, of fo new and uo*

trodden a path. The Englifh Conftitution, with

all its defedls, is undoubtedly the belt, that has

ever yet exifted upon the globe, and it will be

time enough for the Americans, to feparate them-

felves from us, when the natural decay of all hu-

man inftitutions, has rendered this fair fabric a

fcene of corruption, and when defpotifm begins to

x'lft upon its ruins ; till then, it will be the intereil

of America to continue united with Great Britain.

. - The



i'

. : ^

'

I '^4 1 .

" -^^- ;

the two (Jbtintfies ^re pecull^rl-y 'filtel'tb "BM?f.

bute to each oAeii pt-pfperityi and if % thing

is likely to prblbng, t6%es too remote forfrb:

bable cohje£ture, th'e ' ffcedom and profperky 6f

this kingdom, 1 conceive it would be, the cort-

neftion which may nOw be formed, with B'rilim

America! , . ^ : ,,,

The paffions of the Anicncans, WHo are in the

midftof the fcene ofaftion, miift no tebt
.

be **

more excited, than hert, where all is ftill a_c reft,

and certainly, ref^ntment from tbe defolatioq of

war, muftbe ftrong in the minds of many •, but

the fucceffes they have had, againft the beft di^

ciplined and braveft troops in Europe, as it rnuft

elevate their minds, will alfb, in braye tnen,

alleviate their refenttrcnt, aiid the c6ncfii£t of Ge-

neral Gates and his army, after the capsulation of

General Burgoyne, is an evident proof, tfiat this

has been the cafe. The condud of that vi^orious

army, wis thkt of a brave, generous, and civi-

lized people -, and at the fartie time, that it dc-

ferveS thfe hi^heft praife, is an evident ^roof, tMt

the vioieAcc of retetitrtient, was eitVh^br&ed. wltH

Viftbry.

' ' Another obftacle may arife, from the atiibitibfl

of individuals, who having been raifdd %th3
prcfent difpUtcs, to fituations of great iiii jJOttance;

may diflike to return to th<fir former fitOattbhs.

But as the Americans have hot exlfted aia fepa-

fatc pcojple, for more th^n two yeiars i ^^'tKe iHdi-

tlduals ^hich compofe thdt pedpTe, %^^^fi8t' yet

had time to be corrupted-, ind-^ I db believe,

a ^^^^
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that the greater part of thofe, who have put them-

felves moft forward, on this occafion, have been

influenced, by a ftrong and fervent love of their

country j I do not believe, that if a fair profpedl

is opened, of eftablifhing the rights of America

upon a clear and folid footing, and of reftoring

the ancient comneaion with this country, upon ho-

nourable terms, that thefe men, will, from per-

fonal motives, throw any obftacle in the way.

That fuch felfifh principles, are the growth of cor-

rupted ftates, and do not exift in the early ages

of a Republic, may befeen, from what frequently

happened in ancient Rome, where thofe who had

ferved the ftate in the higheft fituations, in times

of public danger, retired, without regret, to the

plough, and refumcd the humble care of their do-

meftic concerns. v

America muft know, that notwithftanding our

bad fuccefles hitherto, we are ftill able to diftrefs

them much, if not to conquer them. That if our

blood and treafure is wafted, theirs cannot be

fpared', and if it were clear, that the aid of

France would turn the fcale in their favour, yet

'

that aid cannot be obtained, without concefiions

on their part, more prejudicial to them, than would

refult from a proper connexion with us, nor

would the trade of France, compenfatc to Ame-

rica, the lofs of the trade of Britain.

I will fairly confcfs, that I do not know, if it

would have been wife in America, to have entered

into an agreement with us, till they had convinced

this nation, at they have certainly done, of their

K. power

.1

J
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power to rcfift, and to defend their rights-, be--

caufe till then, they could not have relied with

perfeft confidence, on the obfcrvance of fuch an

agreement in all future times, and the prejudices

entertained in this country, to their difadvantage,

perhaps required, as ftrong proofs as they have

given, of their fpirit, to be entirely removed. But

the cafe is now extremely different ; whatever treaty

is now made, they are fure will be faithfully per-

formed, and they are certain, of enjoying every

advantage arifing from the Britifli Conftitution, t<>

the utmoll extent. Will any man fay, that it isf

poflible to exchange it for a better? Or will wife

men trufV, to uncertain fpeculations, in a matter of

fuck infinite confequence to their happinefs, and

will they rejcdt, a certain good within their reach,

in order to grafp at an imaginary idea of per*

fc£iion.

The cafe may be flated in another view : Let

the Parliament of Great Britain be in this cafe

confidered, in the queftion with America, as one

perfon, and as reprefenting the executive power j

this power, we fhall fuppofe, has attempted to en-

croach on the liberties of America, in the point of

-taxation, as Charles the Tirft did with refpeft to

England. The Americans rcfift, and have at laft

an opportunity, of fixing the limits of this power

for the future, fo as that no tax fliall be thercr

after, levied, wiihout the confent of the rcfpedivc

Aflemblies chofen by thcmfcivc-s. They have alfo

an opportunity, of aicertaiaing all other doubtful

points in the conftitution, and of having all their

i, ,,
grievances



•ightSi bc-

rclied witb

of fuch aa

: prejudices

fadvantage,

they have

noved. But

ttevcr treaty*

hfully per-

oying every

(litution, to

ry that It is

Dr will wife

a matter of

>piners, and

their reach»

idea of per*

view : Let

in this caie

:rica, as one

tiye power I

ipted to en-

the point of

th rei'pe^t to

I have at laft

f this power

\] be therer

be rcfpedivc

ley have alio

her doubtful

i^ing all their

grievances

[ 67 1

grievances redrefled. Would it not be a degree
of lunacy, to let Qip an opportunity fo favourable
to their happinefs, and to perfift in a ruinous and
bloody war. in hopes that at laft. with the .id of
a defpotic Government, they may cftablirh a new
and independent empire. Can they at once forget,
the happinefs they enjoyed, and the freedom and
profperiiy which was every where diffufed, through-
out thefe fertile provinces, before the Britifh Par-
liament attempted to tax them ; and can they hope
for more profperity, under any poffible form of
conftitution, provided their rights arc now clearly

afcertained ? Were the natives of any ancient free

State, or are the natives of Holland now, more free
or happy, than thofe of the Britifh iOes ? The
leaders in America have, however, affirmed in
their writings, that though every ancient and
modern form of Republican Government, has been
defeftive; yet they have difcovered the true caufes
of their decline ; and that the new fyftem formed
for America, is free from all of thefe defedls. But
human wifdom is too limited, to forefce all the con-
sequences of a new inftitution ; and all wife men
will rathrr chufe, to truft to aftual experience, iii

fuch fcrious matters, than to uncertain theory.
The defefts indeed of the prefent American plans
of Government, are too apparent to efcape obfef-
vation.

The perpetual fourccs of war and diflention,

which muft arifc between Great Britain and Ame- .

rica, on account of the Newfoundland Fifhery,
and the Weft India idands, is another argument

. K 2 for ,
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for concm«ion. I. is no. " ^r f^FroW 'h"

^.at Britam «m give up thefe, ».tho.t the u -

„oft e«r<,on to p„fcrve.l>em,
f^l'^^'^^^

with her. continual difputcs
'^f'"^'J"^.XL

rica, particalarly «iih refpeft to the F.lhenes

which lie fo near to their coafts. .

_

matter myfelf therefore, that the ancient good

h„jour will ftiU return, between thefe two parts

of The Britifl, empire. It is unneceffary to enter mto

Tdetailofwhat wouldbe the P"P-«™;f^ ^
reconciliation. The great oothne .s. That Gre«

Britain Ihould take every honourab e ftep. wb^h

Ly be neceffary, to remove the jealouBes and ob-

Tafn the confidence of a people, «ho, l.ke our an-

ce&ors, have given Dgnal proofs of the.r bravery

as«ellasoftheirenth.^,afticloveof hberty, and

for that purpofe, the Americans Ihould, in my

. opinion, have the moft perfeft fecuray given to

•

"hem, with tefpea to the right ot taxation, and

that their charters of government Ihall be invlO-

•
lable, unlefs in confequence of petitions, from the

Irea body of the people themfelves
:^^^Jf

Si by fury, ihould be univerfally eft.bhihed;

"hat Canada Ihould enjoy a Britilh Confti.utK>n •,

that the laws for regulating their trade, Ihould be

revifed, and every alteration made, which can be-

nefit them, without materially injuring us. In a

word, that their grievances of every fort Ihould be

tnquired into and redreffed, that fo they may re-

pofe with entire confidence, on the good faith and

ftiendftiip of this country. And that, on the other

I
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hand, they (hould contribute,a generous (hareof the

pubic burdens, and grant fuch further aids m

n s of war, as their own aOcmblies (hall thmk

Sable. Thefeoccafional aids, in all caeso

real public exigence, will, I am convinced, be

greater, notwithftanding the debt they have lateljr

fncurred, than our moa fanguine ideas hav« ever

'"^think it extremely immaterial to us, whether
,

the fum to be annually contributed to the pubhc

burdens, be fixed now, or left to the annual vote

of their Aflemblies. By leaving it entirely to their

own aflemblies. we (hould certainly gam more ef-

feftually, the confidence of a brave and generous

people, which is of infinitely greater confequence,

than any fum for which we could ft.pulate on this

occafion. But if a miftaken idea, of the proper

dignity of a great and powerful ftate (hould re-

quire fome pofitive ftipulation, after fuch a con-

teft, 1 cannot believe, that the Americans would

hefitate; if that became the only point in difpute,

to grant us. after a due conQderation had, of the

great expences they have incurred, a reafonablc

and even a liberal armual revenue, if we are, how-

ever, entirely relieved of the former expence of

our eftablifhments there -. and America does not

require the bounties we formerly paid, on the im-

portation of her goods, the revenue from thefc

two fources alone, would be an objeft of the greateft

importance. But thefe are points, which would

be eafilv fettled by negociation, if the animofity

on all fides were once removed •. and for that im-

portant

!
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fXHtant purpofc, it will, in my opinion, become
tbe ms^nanimity of this country, to begin with

quieting the juft apprehenlions of fo valuable

a part of its fellow fubjedls, by giving them ampk
fccurity againfl: taxation, and againft the cxercife

«f certain other afts of legiflation, which, I think

in my conidence, wc cannot exercife, confiftiently

with the true fpirit of our own conftitution.

r If wc arc fincere in the intention of doing this,

the mode of executing it muft certainly be, by re-

£»lutions moved in the Houfe of Commons. But
1 apprehend it would prove moft cffeftual, for dif-

appointing the arts of untraaaWe fpirits, in both

countries, if, witliout minutely entering into a
^fctail of conditions, the moft extenfive gene-

ral powera were immediately granted, by Aft
of Parliament, to proper Commiflioners, named
in the Aft, to conclude an agreement with Ame-
rica, upon fuch terms as fhall be found moil
cffedtu^, fof eftablifhing a mutual and lafting con-

idence, between the two countries.

• f".

A p.

'*•
'i
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APPENDIX.
N^ I.

Lmers of Dr» Franklyny ptiblijhed in

the London Chronkhy from the dth

to the Sth February 1 766,

-»

to //&* Printer of the London Chronicl£« '

SIR,

IN July 1754, when from the encnoachmenft

of the French in America on the lands of the

crown, and the interruption they gave to the com-
merce of this country among the Indians, a war
was apprehended, Commiflioncrs from a number
of the Colonies met at Albany, to form a Plan
of Union for their common defence. The plan

they agreed to was in ftiort this; * That a grand
• Council ihould be formed, ofmembers to bechofen
^ by the aflemblies and fcnt from all the Colonies;
* which Council, together with a Governor Ge-
« neral to be appointed by the Crown, Ihould be
* empowered to make general laws to raifc money
• in all the Colonics for the defence of the whole.'

This
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This plan was fent to the Government here for ap-

probation : had it been approved and eftablilhed

by authority from hence, Englifli America thought

itfclf fpfficiently able to cope with the French,

without other afliftancei feveral of the Colonies

having alone in former wars, withftood the whole

power of the enemy, unaflifted not only by the

Mother-country, but by any of the neighbouring

provinces. The plan however was not approved

here : but a new one was formed inftead of it, by

which it was propofed, that * the Governors of

* all the Colonies, attended by one or two mcm-
* bers of their refpcdlive Councils, ftiould aflcmble,

* concert meafures for the defence of the whole,

* eredl forts where they judged proper, and raife

* what troops they thought neceflary, with power

* to draw on the treafury here for the Turns that

* fliould be wanted ; and the treafury to be reim-

* burfed by a tax laid on the Colonies by a£t of

* Parliament.* This new plan being communi-

cated by Governor Shirley to a gentleman of Phi-

ladelphia, then in Bofton, (who hath very emi-

nently diftinguiflied himfrif, before and fince that

time, in the literary world, and whofe judgment,

penetration and c?.iidor, as well as his readinefs

and ability to fuggeft, forward, or carry into exe-

cution cvdry fcheme of public utility, hath tdott

* defervedly endeared him, not only to our fellow

fubjedls throughout the whole continent of North-

America, but to his numberlefs friends on thjs

fide the Atlantic) occafioned the following re*

7 marks
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Iharks froth him., which perhaps miy have con-

tribuicd in fomc degree to its being laid afide. As

they very particularly Oiow the then fcntimenis ot

the Americans on the fubjeft of a parliamentary

tax, htfcre the French power in that country was

fubdued, and befbre the late rtftrainis on their

commerce, they fatisfy me, and I hope they will

convince your readers, contrary to what has been

advanced by fomc of your correfpondents, that

thofc particulars have had no ftiarc in producing

the prcfent oppofition to fuch ^ tax, nor m the

difturbances occafioned by it-, which thefc papers

indeed do almoft prophetically foretell. For this

purpofc, having accidentally fallen into my hands,

they are communicawd to you by one who is. not

partially^ but in the mofi enlarged fenfet

A Lover of Britain*

%

g J jj^
^tuefday Morning.

« I return the loofe Iheets of the plan, with

thanks to your Excellency for communicating

« i apprehend, that excluding the Pw/>& of the

Colonies from all (hare in the choice of the Grand

Council, will give extreme diflatisfaftioni as well

as the taxing them by Aft of Parliament, where

they have no Reprefentative. It is very poffible,

that this general Government might be as well

and faithfully adminiftered without the people, as

with them-, but where heavy burthens are to be

laid on them, it has been found ufeful to make it,

,s much as poffiblc, their own aft ; for they bear

L \xttct
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better when they have, or think thejr 1m»c ftme

(hare in the direAion -, and when any poblic met-

fures are generally grievous or even diftafteful to

the people, the wheels of Government muft mow
more heavily.'*

• SIR, mdnefday Mtrmng,

** 1 mentioned it vefterday to your ExceUem^y

as my opinion, that excluding ihs PetpU of the

Colonies from all fiiare in the choice of the Grand

Council, would probably give extreme difiatis-

faftion, as well as the taxing them by h&. of Par-

liament, • vvhfere they have no Reprefentative. In

matters of general concern to the People, and efpe-

cially where burthens are to be laid upon them, it

is of ufe to confider, as well what they will be ape

to think and fay, as what they ought to think : I

fhall therefor^ as your Excellency requires it of

rhe, briefly mention what of either kind occurs to

me on this occafion.

** Firfl they will fay, and perhaps with juftice,

that the body of the People in the Colonies are as

loyal, and as firmly attached to the prefentCOn-

ftitution, and reigning family, as any fubjedls in

the King's dominions.

** That there is no reafon to doubt the readinefe

and willingnefs of the Reprcfentatives they may
chufe, to grant from time to time fbch fupplies for

the defence of the Country, as Ihall be judged

necrflTary, fo far as their abilities will alfow.

*• That the People in the Colonies, who arc

to feel the immediate mifchiefs of invafion and
^ 6 conqueft
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o«nque(t by in ftiMmy* in the lof* of their eftates,

Jives and liberties, are likely to be better judgft

c^ the quantity of forces neceflary to be raifed and

ihaintatned, forts to be built and fupporced, and

of their own abilities to bear the expenee) than the

Parliament of Eng!::r;d at fo great a diftancc.

*• That Governors often come to the Colonics

merely to make fortunes, with which they intend

CO return to Britain, are not always men of the
^,

beft abilities or integrity, have many of thecn

no eftates here, nor any natural connections with

us, that fliould make them heartily concerned

for our welfare t and might poflTibly be fond of

raifing and keeping up more forces than neceflary*

from the proBts accruing to themlelves, and to

maka provifions for their friends and dependants.

** That the Coun&lk>rs in moft of the Colonies

being appointed by the Crown, on the recom-

mendation of Governors, are often of fmall eftates,

frequently dependant on the Governors for offices*

and therefore too much under influence.

** That there is therefore great reafon to bejea^

lous of a power in fuch Governors add Councils,

to raife fuch fums as they (hall judge neceflary, by

draft on the Lords of the Treafury, to be af-

terwards laid on the Colonies by A& of Parli»>

ment, and paid by the People here^ fince they

might abufe it, by pr(^c£ting ufelefs expeditions,

harafling the People, and taking them from their

labour to execute fuch prpjeds, merely to create

ofiices and employments, and gratify their de*

^qdancs, and divide profits.

L 2 *• That

/,

m
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** That the Parliament of England ii at a great

diftance, fubjedl to be mifinformed and mifled by

fuch Governors and Councils, whpfe united in-

terefts might probably fecure them againft th^

cfTeA ofany complaint from hence. -

** That it is fuppofed an undoubted right of

Englifhmen not to be taxed but by their own con-

fent given through their Reprefentatives,

^* That the Colonie« have no Repfefentativeq

in Parliament.

** That to propofe taxing them by Parliament,

and refufe them the liberty of chufing a repfe-

fentative Council, to meet in the Colonies, and

conftder and judge of the ncceflity of any general

tax, and the quantum, fhows a fufpicion of their

loyalty to the Crown, or of their regard for

their Country, or of their common feofe and up-

derftanding, which they have not deferved.

** That compelling the Colonies to pay money

without their confent, would be rather like raifmg

contributions in an enemy's country, than taxing

of Englifhmen for their own public benefit.

'
** That it would be treating them as a con-

quered people, and not as true Britifti fubjefts.

•^ That a tax laid by the Reprefentatives of the

Colonies might eafily be leflened as the occafions

ihould lefleti, but being once laid by Parliament,

under the influence of reprefentations made by

Governors, would probably be kept up and con-

tinued for the benefit of Governors, to the griev-

ous burthen and difcourag^ment of the Colonies,

and prevention of their growth and increafe. -

,

Tha^((
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t* That a power in Governors ta march the

inhatttants from one end of the Britifh and French

(Colonies to the other, being a country of at leall

1500 miles fquarc, without the approbation or

confent of their Reprefentatives Hrlt obtained to

fuch expeditions, might be grievous and ruinous

to the People, and would put them on a footing

with the fubjefts of France in Canada, that now
groan under fuch opprcflion from their Governor,

who for two years palt has haralTcd them with long

9nd deftrudive marches to the Ohio.

•* That if the Colonies in a body may be well

governed by Governors and Councils appointed

by the Crown, without Reprefcntacives, particu-

lar Colonics may as well or better be fo governed;

a tax may be laid on them all by A£l of Parlia-

ment, for fupport of Government, and their Afw

femblies may' be difmilTed as an ulclefs part of the

Conftitutiop.

" That the powers propofcd by the Albany plan

of union, to be veiled in a Grand Council Repre-

fentative of the People, even with regard to mill,

tary matters, are not fo great as thoiie the Colonies

of Rhode Ifland and Connedicut are entrufted

•*^^ith by their Charters, and have never abufcd •,

for by this plan, the PreHdent General is ap-

pointed by the Crown, and controuls all by bis

negative; but in thofe Governments the People

chulc the Governor, and yet allow him no nega-

tive.

" That the Britilh Colonies bordering on the

French are properly Frontiers of the Britilh Em-
pire

j
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pire ; and the frontiers of an empire are properly

defended at the joint cxpence of the body of the

people in fuch empire : It would now be thought

hard by Aft of Parliament to oblige the Cinq«c

ports or fea coafts of Britain to Maintain the whold

navy, becaufe they are more immediately dfe*

ftnded by ir, not allowing them at the fame time » \

vote in chufing Members of the Parliament; and

if the frontiers in America muft bear the expence

of their own defence, it fcems hard to allow theni

no (hare in voting the money, judging of the nc-

ceffity and f«m, or advifing the meafures. sj*.

*• That befides the taxes neceffary for the dl-

fettce of the frontiers, the Colonies pay yearly.

great fums to the Mother-coqntry unnoticed : For

taxes paid in Britain by the landholder or artificer,

muft enter into and increafe the priee of the pro*-

tiuce of land, and of n'anufa<5lures made of it;

'

and great part of this is paid by coniumers in

the Colonies, who thereby pay a confiderabk part

of the Britifli taxes. «. ^

" We are reftrained In our trade with foreign

nations ; and where we could be fupplicd with any

maBufafturc cheaper from them, but muft buy

the fame deafer from Britain ; the difference of

price is a clear tax to Britain. We are obliged to

carry great part of our produce dircflly to Britain,

and where the duties there laid upon it leffen its

price to the planter, or it fells for lefs than ii would

in foreign markets ; the difference is a tax paid

to Britain.
• Some
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" Some manufadlures we could make, but are

forbidden, and muft take them of Britifh mer-

chants ; the whole price of thcfe is a tax paid to

Britain.

;** By our greatly inereafing the demand and
cbnfumption of Britiflh manufadtures, their price

is confiderably railed of (ate years-, the advance

is clear profit to Britain, and enables its people

better to pay great taxes ; and much of it being
paid by us, is clear. tax to Britain.

•^ In fhort, as we are not fufFered to regulate

our trade, and reftrain the importation and con-

fumptionofBritifh fuperfluities (as Britain can the

coafumption of fctfeign fuperfluities) our whole
wealth centers finally among the merchants and in-

haUtants of Britain; and if we make them richer,

and enable them better to pay their taxes, it is

nearly the lame as b?ing taxed ourfelvcs, md
equally beneficial to the Crown.

*^ Thefe kind of fecondary taxes, however, we
do not complain of, though we have no (hare in

the laying or diipofing of them •, but to pay imme-
diate heavy taxes, in the laying, appropriation,

and difpofition, of which we have no part, and
which perhaps we may know to be as unneceffary as

grievous, muft fcem hard meafure to Englilhmcn,

who cannot conceive, tiiat by hazarding their lives

and fortunes, in fubduing and fettling new coun-
tries, extending the dominion and encreafino- the

commerce of their Mother-nation, they have for-

feited the native fights of Britons, which they think

ought
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ought rather to be given them as due to fuch mctlti

if they had been before in a ftaie of flavery.

« ThciV, and fuch kind of things as thefe, I

apprehend, will be thought and faid by the people,

if ihe propofed alteration of the Albany plan

Ihould take place. Then the adminiftration of;

ihe Board of Governors and Council, fo appointed,

not having any reprefentative body of the people

to approve and unite in its meafures, and conciliate

the minds of the people to them, will probably be-

come fufpcc'ted and odious j dangerous animofities

and feuds will arife between the Governors and Go-

verned, and every thing go into confufion.

« Perhaps I am too apprehcnfive m this mat-

ter; but having freely given my opinion and rea-

fons, your Excellency can judge better than I

whether there be any weight in them, and the

lhortn«;fs of the time allowed me, w.U. 1 hope, in

lome degree, excufe the imperfcftion of this fcrawl.

«» With the greateft refpcft, and fidelity, I have

the honour to be, your Excellcnc;'s moft
^^

obedient, and moft humble fcrvant."

SIR, Bopn, Dec. 22j J 75^'

«' Since the converfation your Excellency was

pleafed to honour me with, on the fubjcft of unit-

in<T the Colonics more intimately with Great Bn-

tafn, by allowing them Reprefentatives in Parjia-

ment, I have fomething further confidercd that

matter, and am of opinion, that fuch an union
'

would
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would be very acceptable to the Colonies, provided

they had a reafonable number of Reprefcntatives

allowed them } and that all the old Adts of Parlia-

ment, reftraining the trade or cramping the manu*

fadtures of the Colonies, be at the fame t'ime re-

pealed, and the Britilh Subjedts on this fide the water

put, in thofc refpefks, on the fame foocing v/ith thofe

in Great Britain, till the new Parliament, rcpre-

fenting the whole, (hall think it for the intercft of

the whole to re-enadl fome or all of them : It is

not that I imagine fo many Rcprcfentativcs will be

allowed the Colonies, as to have any great weighr.

by their numbers •, but 1 think there might be fuf-

ficient to occafion thofe laws to be better and more

impartially confidered, and perhaps to overcome

the private intcreft of a petty corporation, or of

any particular fct of artificers or traders in Eng-

land, who heretofore feem, in fome inftances, to

have been more regarded than all the Colonies, or

than was confiftent with the general intercft, or

belt national g'X)d. 1 think too, that the govern-

ment of the Colonies by a Parliament, in which

they are fairly reprefcnted, would be vaftly more

agreeable to the people, than the method lately

attempted to be inuoduced by Royal Inftrudtions,

as wejl as more agreeable to the naiyre of an Eng-

lilh Conftitution, and to Hnglifli Liberty ; and

that fuch laws as now fecm to bear hard on the

Colonies would (when judged by fuch a Parlia-

ment for the bell interelt of the whole) be naore

chearfully fubmiued to, and more eafily executed.

M "I fhould



« I (hould hope too, that by fueh an union, the

people of Great Britain and the people of the Co-

lonics would learn to confider themfelves, not as

belonging to different Communities with different

interefts, but to one Community with one intereft,

which I imagine would contribute to ftrengthen

the whole, and greatly leffen the danger of future

feparations.

** It is, I fuppofe, agreed to be the general in-

tereft of any ttatc, that its people be numerous

and rich •, men enow to fight in its defence, and

enow to pay fufEcient taxes to defray the charge -,

for thefc circumftances tend to the fccurity of the

ftate, and its protedtion from foreign power : But

it feems not of fo rnuch importance whether the

fighting be done by John or Thomas, or the tax

paid by William or Charles ; The iron manufac-

ture employs and enriches the Britifli Subjefts, but

is it of any importance to the ftate, whether the

manufafturers live at Birmingham or Sheffield, or

both, fmce they are ftill within its bounds, and

their wealth and perfons at its command ? Could

the Goodwin Sands be laid dry by banks, and land

equal to a large country thereby gained to England,

and prefently filled with Englilh inhabitants, would

it be light to deprive fuch inhabitants of the com-

mon privileges enjoyed by other Englifhmen, the

ricrht of vending their produce in the fame ports,

or of making their.ownlhoes, becaufe a merchant,

or a Ihoemaker, living on the old land, might

fancy it more for his adv; ^tage to tradq or make

fhocs
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ihoes for them ? Would this be right, even if the

land were gained at the cxpence of the ftate ? And

would it not feem lefs right, if the charge and la-

bour of gaining the additional territory to Britain

had been borne by the fcttlcrs themfclves ? And

would not the hardfliip appear yet greater, if the

people of the new country (hould be allowed no

Reprcfentatives in the Parliament enafling fuch

impofitions ? Now I look on the Colonies as fo

many counties gained to Great Britain, and more

advantageous to it than if they bad been gained

out of the fea around its coafts, and joined to its

land : For, being in different climates, they af-

ford greater varier.y of produce, and materials for

more manufaftures ; and being feparaied by the

ocean, they increafe much more its (hipping and

feamen-, and fince they are all included in the Britilh

Empire, which has only extended itfclf by their

means •, and the ftrength and wealth of the parts

is the ftrength and wealth of the whole; what

imports it to the general ftate, whether a mer-

chant, a fmith, or a hatter, grow rich in Old or,

New England? And if, through increafe of

people, twofmiths are wanted for one employed

before, why may not the new fmith be allowed to

live and thrive in the new Country, as well as the

old one in the Old? In fine, why ftiould the counr

tenapce of a ftate be fartially afforded to its

people, unlefs it be moft in favour of thofe, who

have moft merit ? and if there be any difference,

thofe who have moft contributed to enlarge Bri-

M 2 ta.n's
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tain's etiipire and commerce, incrcafc her ftrcngth,

her wealth, and the numbers of her people, at

the rifk of their own lives and private fortunes,

in new and ftrange countries, methinks, ought

rather to expedt fome preference.

•' With the grtateft refpeft and eftccm, I hive

the honour to be

Your Excellency's moft obedient

and moft humble fervant."

•liim

. 1^ * ^ .) ^^

V/-:.-^' hi^k' ;.
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APPENDIX.
'•^:'-i^\ N° II.

Extra&frojn a Treatife^ entitled^ " Let-

ter from a Merchant in London to

his Nephew in America^' written in

1766, by Dr. Tucker^ Dean ofGlo-

cefier^ and nom republified in a Booky

entitled^ ** Four TraEls on political

and cotnmercial Suhje&sJ^

^P. 101. ^* f^IVE me leave to aflc you, young

man, what it is you mean, by

repeating to me fo often, in every letter, the

Spirit of the Conjlitution ? 1 own, I do not much

approve of this phrafe, becaufe its meaning is fo

vague and indeterminate, and becaufe it may be

made to ferve all purpofes alike, good or bad.

And Indeed, it has been my conftant remark, that

when men were at a lofs, for folid arguments, and

matters of faft, in their political difputcs, they

then have recourfe to the ^/nVof the Conftitu-

tion.

._,j



tion, as to their lad (hifr, and the only thing they

had to fay. An American, for example, now

infifts, that, according to the fpirit of the Englifli

Conftitution, he ought not to be taxed without

his own confcnr, given either by himfelf, or by a

reprefentative in Parliament, chofen by himfelf.

"Why ought he not ? And doth the Conftitution

fay in fo many words, thac he ought not ? Or
doth it fay, that every man either hath, or ought

to have, or was intended to have a vote for a

member of Parliament,? No, by no means: the

Conftitution fays no fuch thing—But the fpirit of

it doth, and that is as good, perhaps better-

Very well i fee then how the fame fpirit will pre-

fently wheel about, and aflert a doctrine quite re-

pugnant to the claims and pofitions of you Ame-
ricans. Magna Charta, for example, is the great

foundation of Englifli liberties, and the bafis of

the Englifli Conftitution. But, by the fpirit of

Magna Charta, all taxes laid on by Parliament,

are conftitutional legal taxes •, and taxes raifed by

the prerogative of the Crown, without the con-

fent of the Parliament, are illegal. Now remem-

ber, young man, that the late tax of duties upon

ilamps, was laid on by Parliament ; and there-

fore, according to your own way of reafoning,

muft have been a regular conftitutional legal

tax. Nay more, the principal end and intention

of Magna Charta, as far as taxation is concerned,

was to aflert the authority and jurifdiiftion of the

three eftatcs of the kingdom, in oppofiiion to the

fole prerogative of the King ^ fo that if you will

now

"r-wt^'-^^wwantw "
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now plead the fpirit of Magna Charta, againft

the jurifdidlion of Parliament, you will plead

Magna Charta againft itfelf.'*
'^"^

And in page 108, the fame author goes on as

follows :
*' What then is it, which you have

next to offer ? Oh !
• The unreafonablencfs, the

** injuftice and the cruelty of taxing a ftet people,

" without permitting them to have reprefenta-
** lives of their own to anfwer for them, and to
" maintain their fundamental rights and privi-

leges."—Strange! that you did not difcovcr

thefe bad things before—Strange! that though
the Britifh Parliament has been from the begin-

ning, thus unreafonable, thus unjuft and cruel,

towards you, by levying taxes on many commo-
dities outwards and inwards, nay, by laying an
internal tax, the poji tax for example, on the

whole Briti(h empire in America, and what is ftill

worfe, by making laws to affeft your property,

your paper currency, and even to take away life

itfelf, if you offend againft them. Strange and
unaccountable I fay, that after you had fuffcred

this fo long, you (hould not have been able to

have difcovcred, that you were without repre-

fcntatives in the Britifh Parliament of your own
clefting, till this enlightening tax upon paper
opened your eyes, and what a pity it is that you
have been flaves, and yet did not know that you
were flaves until now.

" But let that pafs—for I always chufe toconfute

you' in your own way. Now, if you mean any
thing at all by the wordi unreafonable, unjuftj
'

•

X and

1
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and cruel, ai ufed in this difpute, you mu(V mean,

ibat the mtbtr country deals worfe by you than by

the inhabitants of Great Britain, and thatjhe denres

tertain conftitutional rights and privileges' to you

airoad, which we enjoy here at home. Now pray,

what are thefe conilitutional rights and liberties

which are refufed to you ? Name them if you can.

The things which you pretend to allege, are,

the rights of voting for members of the Britifli

Parliament, and the liberty of chufing your own
reprefeotatives.—But, furely, you will not dare to

fay, that we refufe your votes when you come

hither to offer them, and chufe to pole. You
cannot have the face to alTcrrt, that, on an elec-

tion day, any difference is put, ' between the vote-

of a man born in America, and of one born here

in England. Yet this you mud afTert, and prove

too, before you can fay any thing to the prefcnt

purpofe. Suppofe therefore, that an American

bath acquired a vote, as he legally may, and ma-

ny have done, in any of our cifies or counties,

.towns or boroughs ; fuppofe that lie is become a

freeman or a freeholder here in England. On
that flat of the cafe, prove if you can, that his

vote was ever refufed becaufe he was born in

America—prove this I fay, and then I will al-

low, that your complaints are very juft, and that

you arc indeed the much injured, the cruelly

treated people you would make the world be-

lieve.

.
•* But is this fuppofed refufal the real ca u of

yovir complaint ? Is this the grievance that calls

fo
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fo loudly for redrefs. Oh ! no, you have no com^
plaint of this (ore to make, but the caufe of your

ceoiplaiot is this, that you live at too great a

diftancc from the mother country, to be prcfent

at our Englilh eleAions, and that in confequcnce

of this diftance, the freedom of our towns, or the

freeholds in our counties, as far as voting is con*

cerned, are not worth attending to. It may be
To, but pray coAfider, if you yourfelves do chufe

to make it inconvenient for you to come and
vote, by retiring into diilant countries, what is

that to us, and why are we to be reproached, for

committing a violation on the birthrights of
Englifhmen, which, if it be a violation, is com-
mitted only by yourfelves-—>Granting that the co-

lonies are unreprefented in the Britilh Parliament,

granting that two millions of people in America

have in this rcfpeA no choice nor eledion of their

own, through the necelTity of the cafe, and their

diftance from the place of elediion, what would

you infer from this concefllon, and wherein can

fuch kind of topics fupport your caufe ? For know,

youi^ man, that not only two millions, which are

the utmoit that your exaggerated accounts can

be fwelled to, I fay, not only two millions, but

fix millions at leaft, of the inhabitants of Great

Britain, are Hill unreprefented in theBritiih Par-

lia/nent. And this omiflion ariies not from the

necefTity of the cafe, not from confulting intereft

and convenience, as with you, but from original

ideas of Gothic vaflTalage, from various cafualties

and accidents, from changes in the nature ofpro-

lii pcrty.
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perty, fVbtn' the aheriribh of times ifld dret)tti-

ftances, and from a thoufiind Aiher caofei. Tliiii,

for example, in the great metropolis, and irf ma-

ny other titles, landed property itfelf hatb no

: reprefentative in Parliament i copyholds, and

fcafeholds of•^ various kinds, have none likew^ft:,

though of ever (d great a value. Moreover, in

fomc cowns neither freedom nor birthright, nor

. the ferving of an apptenticeO^ip, (hall entitle' a

; man to give hi; vote, thtnigh they may enable

him to fet up a trade. . In other towns, the moft

numerous, the mod populous and flourifhing of

^.any,, there are no freedoms or votes of any Ibrt,

. but all is open,, and none are reprefcnted. And

. befides all this, it is well known, that the great

, Eafi; InMa Company, which have fuch vaft fettle-

. ments, and which difpofe of the fate of kings

and kingdoms abroad, have not fo much as a

fingk member, or even a fingle vote, quattmu a

. company, to watch over their interefts at home,

r What likewife ihall we fay, in regard to the pro-

. digious number of ftock-holders in our public

. fuirds ? And may not their property, jxrhaps

little (hort of one hundred miUins Sterling, as much

deferve to be rcprefented in Parliament, as the

fcattered townfliips or draggling houfes of ibme

of your provinces in America ? Yet we raife no

commetiohs ; we neither ring the alarm bell^ nor

found the trumpet; btit fubmit to be taxed

without being reprefented, and taxed too, lerne

tell you, for your fakes. Witttefs the ddditiooal

duties on our lilnds, windows; faoufesi a1A» on

. f our



"1

nd clitUih-

fei. tHiii,

•nd (rf'im-

rlf hatb Do

holds, ind

ne likew^fi:,

loreover, in

thright, nor

ail entitle a

may enable

ns, the moft

lourifliing of

of any fort,

:nted. And
Mt the great

h valt fetile-

te of kings

> much as a

«, quattnus a

:fts at home.

\ to the pro*

I our public

rty, perhaps

ing, as much

ment, as the

mfes of fbme

we raife no

rm bell, nor

to be taxed

too, let' me
ie ddditiobal

ile*i aUb on

our

"•'..'.i-S

4-'''S*;;—-!^ itA-



,%.

%^
A/.

0^.*Ot>Ts%

IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

J:

A

{/ A.Si M?r

% C-?

&?
%

'A

1.0

I.I

1.25

1^

1112

116

Itt

M
M

1.4 il.6

Photographic

Sciences
Corporation

23 WEST MAIN STREET

WEBSTER, NY. 14580

(711^) 872-4503



CIHM/ICMH
Microfiche
Series.

CIHM/ICMH
Collection de
microfiches.

Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions / Institut canadien de microreproductions historiques





oor' malt, beer, -ale, cyder, perrjr, Mrines, braii-

dy, rumi cofP^, chocolate, Sec. kc. Sec. for de-:

fraying. the expences of the late \/ar,—not forgct-

tinig the gri'^vous ftftmp'duty itfelf*, all this, Lfay,":

we fubmitted to, when.you were, or at leaftyewi)

pretemled.to be, iii great diilrefs; fo chat neithi^r)

men,'a|i[noft to thelaft. drop of , blood we could;

fpillJ^nor money,! to the laft piece of eoia,. were;

fpared; but all 'Wa$ granted away, all was nfader

a- ^crifice, when youx'ried out fpr help. Andi.

the debt which we contrafled on this occafion, ' i»

fo extraordinary, as not to be paralleled in hiftory.^

It is; tb' be hoped, for the credit of hunuin na*:

ture, that the returns which you -havfe made qs,'

for th^fe fuccdurs, and yoiir prefenC beha^loOf^

tdWftt'ds us, which perKaps is ftill mbre extraor-'

dJflary, tnaj^notbc jJaralleled iikewife.''' < - -^^ift

w«' But as you A-iierieans do not chulfe to remerfi^

befafny thi^g which w6 hftve done for yoO, though

we iind our Children fiiaH have caufe to remertl-i

ber it till laleft p<»fterity—let us cdctie to the

topic, which you -yburfelves do wife to reft-youi'

caufe upon, and which you imagine to be the

(heet anchor of youi* ftate veflfcl. ** You art liot

'* reprcfentedj and you are two mitltdns, there-

" fore you ought not to be taxed." We are not

reprefented, and we are fix millions, therefore

we ought not to be taxed. Which now, even

\a yppr own fenfe of things, have moft reafon to

complain ? And which grievance, if it be a grie-

vance, defcrves firft to be redrefled ? Be it there-

fore fuppofed, that an augmentation ought to

N 2 , take

*.

.



C 9« 3

take platfe in our Houfe of Cominons, in order

to reprefent in Parliament the prodigious num-

bers of Britijh fubjefts hitherto unreprefented.

In this cafe, the firft thing to be done is to fettle

the proportion. And therefore, if two millions

(the number of perfons a£):ua11y reprefented ac

prefem) require five hundred and fifty-eight re-

prefentatives (which I think is the number of our

modern Uoufe of Commons), How many will

fix millions require ^—The anfwer is, that they

will require one thoufand fix hundred and feventy-

four reprefentatives. Now this is the firft aug-

mentation which is to be made to our lift of par-

liament men. And after this increafe, we are to

be furnifhed, by the fame rule pf proportipn, with

five hundred and fifty-eight more from the colo-

nies. So th^t the total numbers will be twf tbou-

faud feven bundnd and ninety reprefentativfs in

parliament 1 A goodly number truly ! and very

proper for the difpatchof bufinefs! Oh, the de>

cency of fuch an aflembly ! the wifdom and gra-

vity of two thoufand feven hundred and ninety,

legiflators, all met together in one room ! What

9^ pity is it, that fo hopeful a proje6t fliould not

be carried into immediate executijgin I"

...J. -i'i,
Xi '',."

.b

Efctra^
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ExtraSi from a Pamphlet^ entitledi

" Hie rights of Great Britain af-

^^ ferted againjl the claims of Amer
" rica ; being an anfmer to the

" declaration of the General Con^

"grefs."
i-«.-i..-,.,=

—P. 3. " "MO maxim in policy is moreunivcr-

fally admitted, than that a fu-

preme and uncontrolable power muft exifl: fome-

where in every ftate. This ultimate power,

though juflly di-eaded and reprobated in the per*

San tH one man^ is the firft fpring in every poli-

tical fociety. The great difference between the

degrees of freedom in various governments, con-

nfts merely in the manner of placing this nece&

iary difcretionary power. In the Briti(h empire it

is veded, where it is mod fafe, in King, Lords^'^^

and Commons, under the colleftive appellation of

the legiflature. The iegiflature is another name
for the conftitution of the (late, and in fadb the

ftate itfelf. The Americans ftill own themfelves

the fubjefts of the (late, but if they refufe obe-

dience to the laws of the legiflature, they play

upon words, and are no longer fubjefts, but re»

bels. In vain have they affirmed, that they are

the fobjefts of the king's prerogative, and not his

fubjeds in his legiflative quality \ as the King

with

^'&m.-

IT--
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with regard to his fubjcAs in general, is to be

conridsred only in. his execativs capficicy, aij\^r.

great he^edi^^y magif^r^te, wb(\carries into ef-

fedt the laws of the legiflature, the. only . discre-

tionary and uhcontroulable power in a free ftate.

' «* The difcretionary and uc^tyntPouEaWeaiithofity

of-the Briti^ leg;'na;u;e heing.granjted, thipir fight

to tax all the fubjc€ls of the Britilh empire, can

never be denied. Some ill-informed reaioners in

politics,,,have lately ftarted an, ol^folcte, ^axjm,

which has bccn.ffeizcd with ayidity by theAme.

iicAiW» ** Tha; the fgprcrnc power,, qa^n^tjalc^,

fnqm a|iy. on?j, ^ny part of his
j

property, witljp^tf

his. confcn^," or in other wor(^8, that reprqfeiit^r

nop is. inf^p^jablqfrpm taxation. Tht; Qpl^aifts,

lay- t|icy, h»ye t]p reprpfentatiye^ in Parliament,

and xhere^rie; Parljaipent h^ i>q right to tm tjbe

Colonies. IJpon t^is principie, fcarce one iti.

tiwcinty. fivp, of the people of Great Britain^ is re-

preftnted, Ou|t of mprenhwjn.fcyenmilliqns*,fewer

^ap three hundred thoufand ^ have an exclufive

li^t, tp chMfc mpmbers of Parliament j su)d thejrc-

£pre,^ tno^ tih^o ttvcee titpes the number o£ the

jfl,jpericans, b^VjB an ^<ju«l right with, theaij to

^Ute the, awt^ofity of the legiHatgre to fubjcdk

l^henti to l^xc?. The tr^th is, reprcfcntation never

accompanied t^x^tion in any ftate. The Rp.
mans were a free nation, but the fenatc, that is

the grent body qf t^^ pqbiliiy, poflVfled the folc

fight Qf taxing the peppJc. In this kingdom,
|hc Houfe of Commons have an cxdufive right

"of

^i^.
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-of tiiodifying 'and regOlatiog the
!
quantity of

pubUc fupplies, and the manner of laying taxes.

They- decide upon what the legiflature ought to

receive for the fupport of the ftate i but the Cona-

mons, by their own authority, cannot enforce

the raifmg the fuppjies they vote. That privi-

lege is inherent in the fupreme and unaccount-

able power, vefted in the three branches of* the

LegiQature united, who are in fa£t the State, as

the virtual reprefentatives of the whole Empire,

and not the delegates of individuals.

*' If reprefentation is virtual in Great Britain,

why then is it not virtual in the Colonies ? The
people of the four northern Provinces, though

they deny the fa£t in words, own it in their con-

duct } near one third of the corporations 'n New
England, chufe no reprefentatives, to fave the ex-

pence of paying their deputies. They however

own the right of their Aflemblies, to impofe

taxes, and to make laws to bind the whole

community, as the reprefentatives of the whole

Colony. The truth is, reprefentation has ho

'more to do with the right of taxation, than with*

<ivery other right exercifed by the fupreme and

fuperihtending power. It is intitwoven with the

very elTence of the legidative power, and is exerted

by that power for the neceflary fupport of the

State *. ^

»' Why

'" * This example (^the corporatioM of New England whick

%iui(e no re^r^rentatiVet,- ftrongi^ iliuArates the argament

which I have fiated. The taxes impofed by the Aflcmbly of

the

ttL.
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" Why it has been fo generally received, as a

maxim, in this country, that taxation and reprc-

fcntation are infeparable, requires to be further

e:(plained. Men little acquainted with the Con-

ftitution, derive the opinion from their finding,

that it is the indifputable right of the Com-

mons* that ail grants of fubfidies and Parliament

tary aids, (hould originate in their Houfe. But

though they firft beftow thefe fubfidies and aids«

their grants, as has been already obferved, have

no effeft, without the alTent of the other two

branches of the Legiflature. The common rea-

fon given for this exclufive privilege is, that as

the fupplies are raifed upon the body of the

people, the people only ought to have the right

of taxing themfelves. This argument would

have been conciuflve, if the Commons taxed

none but thofe by whofe fuffrages they obtain their

feats in Parliament. But it has appeared, that

more than feven millions of people, befides the

Peers, who are in poircfilon of fo large a Ihare

the Province, are general over the Whole Province, and not

impofed folely on any particalar diftriA. Thereprefentatives

of the other diftrids, are therefore virtual reprefentatives of

thofe corporations which fend none, becaafe they and their

condiments are equally concerned in intereft with the onic-

prefented parts of the Province, to keep the taxes low ; ud
this is found fo effeAual a check againft abufe, that one third

of the corporations do not find it worth their while to fend

deputies. The fame was the cafe anciently in England ; for

it is well known, that many boroughs declined fending Mem-
bers to Parliament, in oraer to fave the expence of paying

their deputies.

of
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of property in the kingdom, have no voice ia

the eleftion of the Members who fit in the

lower Houfc. The Commons therefore, and

their conftitucnts, not being the 'only perfona

taxed, the former cannot poflibly have the only

right of raifing and modelling the fupply, from

the mere circumftance of reprcfcntation. But if

they have it not from reprcfcntation, they muft in

h€t derive it from the fupreme and difcrctionary

power, which is repofed in them, in conjundlion

with the two other branches of the LcgiQature.

It appears upon the whole, that taxation is the

refultofthe difcrctionary power, which is 'placed

in the hands of the LegiQature, and exerted by

them for the neceflary fupport of the State. To

this power, the whole empire muft fubmit, and

confequently no ope of its fubjcfks can claim any

exemption.

** The counties palatine of Chefter, Durham,

and Lancaftcr, were anciently in the fartie predica-

ment with the Americans, on the article of -taxa-

tion. The Earl of Chefter, and the bifhop of

Durham, became, by prefcription and immemo-

rial cuftom, poffefled of a kind of regal jurifdic-

tion, within their refpeCtive territories. A fimilar

form of government, was eftablilhed by King

Edward the Third, in the county of Lancaftcr,

which was created by that prince in favour of Hen-

ry Plantagenet, whofe heirefs carried the fame

rights and privileges to John of Gaunt and his

poftcrity i but though the fubordinate Sovereigns

O of

' •*
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of thefe counties, could pardon treafooi^ anir^

ders, and felonies, tliough they appointed all

judges, nominated all juftices of the peace,

though all writs and indidments ran in thcit

names, as in oiher counties in that of the King,

though all offences were faid to be done agathft

their peace^ and not as in other places emtra

pacem domini regis^ though in (hort they polfeflcd

exclufively, the whole internal government of

their feveral counties, their fnkjeHs, if the ex-

prefllon may be ufcd, were •* always bound by

the acts and ftatuies" of an aflembly, in which

they had no rcprefentatives. They were alfo

** liable to all .payments, rates, and fubfidies

granted by the Parliament of England."

** Thefe counties, it mud be confefied, like the

Americans, confidered their being excluded from

having rcprefentatives, in an aflcmbly by which

they were taxed, a grievance. Accordingly the town

and county of Chefter, as far back as the 35th of

Henry the Eighth, petitioned the Legiflaturc for

the privilege of fending Members to Parliament,

and their requeft was granted by an exprefs fta-

tute. The county and city of Durham made a

fimilar application, and with the fame fuccefs, in

the 25th of Charles the Second. Had the Ame-

ricans, inftead of flying to arms, fubmitted the

fame fuppofed grievance, in a peaceable and duti-

ful manner, to the Legiflature, I can perceive no

reafon why their requeft Ihould be refufed. Had

they, like the county and city of Chefter, repre-

fcnted.
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ftnttd, thic ** for lack of knightt and trargcfib

** to reprefent them in the high Cburt of Parlia-

«* ment, they had been often tines touekid and

** grieved with iAs and ftatutei, made within

*« the faid Court, derogatory to their moft

** ancient jurifdidkioni, liberties, and prt\rileget^

<* and prejudicial to their quietnefs, reft, and

*« peace -,'* this country would, I am perfuaded,

have no objcdtion to their being reprefcnted in

our Parliament.

" But the Colonies, though that circumftance is

only infinuated in the declaration, have uniformly

affirmed, that granting th. fupremacy of Parlia-

ment (hould extend over the whole empire, yet

that they thcmfclves have a right to an exemp-

tion from taxes, either by the conceffions of the

Legiflature, or by charters from the King. It

feems incompatible with reafon, fay they, that the

Colonies (hould have internal legiflaturcs of their

own, poflTefling the authority of taxation, and that,

liotwithftanding, the Britilh Parliament (hould re-

tain its power of laying impofts. The firft of

thefe affertions is not founded in truth, and the

charters neither give, nor can give, any exemption

from taxation."

It is unnece(rary to enter into a difcuffion of fe-

veral queftionable poPitions in thefe quotations.

They are only here infertcd, to (how, that thefe

diftingui(hed writers cqnceived, that the right of

Parliament to tax the unreprefented part of Eng-

7 land.
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kdd, ^ds ^«^ on the. faitfc Ipoting ;i»^
their right to raJt Aineric4<f I conceive, on ,tji<j|,

corttrary* that. I have fuffideotlyi explained, t)ic»

ijnpprtant. .diftii^ftion there . is, > between the; twa^

eafesi a diftinaion to which sj; propers attcntajjMi»»

hai not been given, and which,pon(lU.uteia.in myf

tpprehenfion, the true -and effential meribsi cjfl^iil

grWt qucftion., t ,l'n:t.u \::\'j.m • sij •'< - ri?j*«




