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THE GOOD NEWS.

ONENESS
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OF JESUS.

‘ADDRESS BY THE REV. J. DENHAM SMITH, IN THE FREE ASSEMBLY
HALI, EDINBURGH.

Brrovep Faigxps,—I want to shew
you how wonderful is the oneness which
believers have with the Lord Jesus. “For,”
says Paul the apostle, “ we are members
of his bady, of his flesh, and of his bones.
. . This is the great mystery; . . Christ
and the Church.”

This subject is little understood by the
vast majority of Christiana, There are
wvany whose conception of the Lord Jesus
js, that He forms a mere shelter from the
wrath to come. Blessed truly it is that
He “delivers us from the wrath to come;”
but that alone is & low estimate of Jesus,

There are some, again, whose iden of

the Lord Jesus might be expressed by the
word reconciliatton. It is a glorious truth
« that God was in Christ reconciling.”—
“«We also joy in God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom we have received
the atonement.” But that does not riso
to the fulness of God’s thought in Christ
regarding us who believe.

There are oth2rs who get a step further
and tell of communion with Christ. That
is an unspeakable blessing. We are “ made
nigh by the blood of Christ” We are
uow in the light of « the holiest of all,” as
God is in the light, and God communes
with ws * inside the vail,” whither the blood
of Jesus has been carrizd through thé Son
of His own love.
njon is, there is something higher.

There are others who go a step farther,
aud know something of assimilation to
Jesus. Wo are changed into the same
Image by the indwelling Spirit who reveals

Jesug, the living, loving, exalted Lamb of

But blessed as commu- |

all, for if one with Him, we are as He ss/
Wondrous thought! blessed privilege !
This oneness wasforeshadowed when Adam,
looking on her who was taken from his
body, said, « This is Eve, bone of my bone,
and flesh of my flesk ;" and Paul the apostle,
referring to this, says, (Eph. v. 30,) “ We
are members of his bedy, of kis flesh, and
of his bones,” and adds, « I speak conceru-
ing Crarist Axp THE CHURCH.”

A fiiend once spoke thusin my hearing
—% Some men may ask, May not believers,
though united to Christ, finally fall away
and be lost? May they not possibly slip
out of Christ’s hand ? or fall, as it were,
through His fingers! « Nay,” he answered,
his mind going back to this passage, “ be-
lievers ArE His hands; they are Jis fingers
—members together of Ais body, of His
Alesh, and of His bones.” Beloved, “ye
ARE the body of Christ, and members in
particular.”  How glorious the height to
which we are raised in Christ Jesus!

There are two sides to this subject; sud
T will now shew vom, first of all, How THE
l.orp JESUS BECAME ONE WITH US; and
then I will picture to you HOW WE ARR
one withH Hm.

As to the Lord Jesus heing one with us,
we need hardly sav that Heis not so as
| regards His essential Deity; yet the mem-
bers have all the advantages of the glory
and majesty of their Head. Just as when
the father and head of some family of
poverty rises to wealth, and opulence, and
a material splendour, all the members of
that circle partake of that opulence and
splendour; so the grandeur and glory of

God. God has but one likeness that pro- | Christ, even as to His essential riches, re-

'perly shews Him, and that is Jesvs; for
He 18 « the image of the invisible God."—
But Jesus hath ten thousand times ten
thousand images of Himself; imperfect they
Oubtless are,—yet all true saints are photo-
.&"phs of Jesus, '
"But while this and the truths we have
"ed are blessed in their measure; yet

wrru Jesusrises high above them

B

[flect themselves upon all the members of -
that mystical hody of which He is Chiel
and Head. The dews and rays of um-:
created glory and blessing descend ' fromm
Christ, the poerless, timeless, deathless .
Oxc, over His whole body the Churdh—

even to those whose lot_and place in that
body msy be the most distant or obscure.
But— ‘ ‘
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1. Jeavs became one with ue By TAKING | upon Christ, that were- a picture of tfie

oUR NATURE. *“The Word became flesh,”
«God manifest in the flesh!” Wonderful
myatery is the incarnation of Deity in the
person of the Som of God!  Jesus was as
ruch a man as I am, a8 you are, and'isso
now that He is before the throme of God.
He loved to be among men as a man; and
a8 < His deliohts were with the sons of men,”
as one with them, Ho delighted in the
pame, “ Son of Mon.” In one chapter
He says, “ The Son of Man hath nowhere
to lay s bead;” and yet that was the
God-man; for in the beoinning of the next
He says, ¢ The son of Man bath. power
ou earth to forgive sius.”  And when He
speaks of His eoming in glory to judge
the world in righteousness, He says, “ The
Son of Afaw shall eome in his glory.”—
Blessed name! wonderful identification l—
Lord Jesus, Thou art one with us in this,
that Thou hast owr nature!

2. Jesus also becure one with us BY
TAKING OUR sOnkows, * Himself took
“our infirmities, and bear our sicknesses”
“ Hs" was “ @ man of sorrows, and ac-
quaintod with grief.” 1t was because He

hud taken the pluce of the sénner that He
bore our sorrows.  He shewed Himself to,
Be the Brother born for our adversity 281
Ha wept at the grave of Lazarus and oo
the descent of Olivet; and He is the same;
row that He iz in heaven. He it was that

ealled to the fierce persecutor of His people, |
«8aul, Saul, why persccutest thou M L
Oh, temder relationship! Just to think

that after coing back to heaven, He is yet

touched by the afilietions of His members |
down here. He yet carries our sorrows!
8; His ewn; such a oneness is theve,
Detween us that be asks of every one who
would injure us, Why persecutest thou

we?’

3. Jesus, likewise, became one of us IN |
BEARING OUR sINs.  “ He hath made Him |
to- be sin for us who knew no sin, that we,
might be made the righteousness of God
in him.” Many do not see this. If we
ceuld take the sins of all «the spirits of
just men made perfect” in heaven,—the
sius of all His saved ones now on earth,—
the sins of all who will yet be saved up to-
the time when the last ramsomed one is
eilled by the griee of God, and gather all,
—he sins of each Leinz more in number

thaa the Lais ou his head,—and put thewm

forsaken. me ¥’

manner in-which He became identified with
our sins! Oh, surely itis well to know
that a8 members of His body,” all our
sins were laid by God on the blessed Lamb..
‘On- the pillow of this precious. trath I can.
lay me dewn in peace and sleep or die; for
« He was wounded for our transgressions
He was bruised for our iniguities. 'The-
Lord bhath made to meet en Him the:
iniquity of us all.” Many stumble here,
and have neither peace nor jey becawse
they do not understand the nature of the
redemption: of Christ in His oneness—
(shall I say it)—uwith the sinner and his
sins.  We cannot understand the Psalms
aright, in which we-have C'hrist and His:
Church, unless we perceive in them the:
breathing forth of one deep in the grief of
sin,—confessing sin—not His. own, but
ours, That confessing One is Jesns, who-
takes the place of the guilty/ This-leads
me to say once more that—

4, JEsvs Became one with us IN DYING:
OUR DEATH. As identified with « our sing”
He must die “our death.” If not a suffer-
er for sin, whenee the deep sobs and sighs:
of Gethsemane-or Calvary? Listen to his.
cry of anguish as:the water go over His
soul, “ My God, my God, why bast thou
What was, inetfert, God’s
reply ! He replied in tones of vengeance,
“ [ cen by no maeans clear THE Grmry”
That one, substitutionally, was JEsUs.—
He hung there with «in on Him, from
which, in finishing, God hid His face.~—
Oh, wondrous oneness with us in our sin,.
that God could not clear Him! O,
transcending mystery, that the Lord of'
tife and glory should becomesin for us, and
thereby place Himsdf in our death;should
bear xin’s curse in His own body on the:
tree; aud all, all for us His death-doomed
members, s not this marvellcus!  After
He had drunk the cup dry which the-
Father had given [lim, and He could say,.
“ [tis finished,” Hiscry isno longer # Eloij.
Eloi, Jama sabachtlant;” but communion
is restored, and He now says, « Father,
iato thy hands.I commend my spirit.”—
Having drank the eup of damnation dry,
he hath filled it with salvation; and now
« Fwdl take the cup of salvation, and cal¥
on the name of the Lord”

This may. be seen in'a figure at the- Red
Sea. The Limaclites regarded the Bed Sem
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%8 sad place of death. .They stood on its
thores without hope; but the Lord came
down, entered the depths, divided the place
-aud power of death, and they ‘passed over
in triumph. In the same way at the Jor-
‘dan, when the ark stood in its waters, asin
‘the place of death,and divided them, it did
‘not leava them witil all the ransomed of
the Lord had passed over. These were
‘foreshadows of death and the triumph of
Christ over death at Calvary.  He received
-death in its ‘own place, bared His breast
‘10 its sting, pail the penlty, endured the
shame, and then (for it was finished) hurled
the monster from Him harmless for ever,
Al thus the Red Seais divided!  Jordan
s an “emptied river?” Jesus has laid His
‘band on “the hole of 1le asp,” and #i! onr
hands may now be laid with safety tere,
for death Laste us no sting beside that
which penetrated the Blessed one who
being identified with s, «died for our

"$ins.” To be continued.
‘THE LORD'S TEEASURY, AND HOW TO
FILL IT.

“THN OBLIGATIONS OF CHRISTIANS TO SUPPORT
‘GOSPEL ORDINANCES. '

¢ The obligation to support gospel ordin-
“Bnces springs from the Christian’s relations
to God and to man, being at once the proof
and expression of his devout allegiance to
God, and of his cordial identity and sym-—
pathy with man. '

1. This obligation is due to God as the first
and paramount chim ; befor¢ man’s own
‘needs and enjoyments, and in his own per-
#0nal responsibility, unbiased by the exam-
Ple of others, or by the prevalent standards
*of local custom or general habit.

L. /s an act of solemn worship and fealty to
‘God. ‘Approachto a sovereign was formetly
‘made by an offermg proportioned to hisrank,
and to the means of the offerer. Jacob sent
“‘“‘ present by his sous ‘to'the lord of Egypt.
' B'rmg an offering and come intohis courts.”

¢ is an act of homage remndered to God as
) org and _K.ing. Arc the-obligations of the
‘Christian inferior to those of the Jew ? Are

18 offerings less meeded? Are they to be
“applied to imferior objects? God has him-
:eupl’oyided the infinitely meritorious offer-
D€ which allows of man's approsch to his
e Tone.  Can any true belicrer refube his tribute

:doam the divine glory?
loee t-:cm ezpression of grateful’ and adoring
pr - Man's obligation for being,
'.‘l"..“" '8‘8‘_“‘“., enjoyment, and the blassings of
49 there h What heart can conccive? Where

ground for gratitude, if not here t—
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‘Gratitude will find expression. Thankful
‘adoration to God is an unavoidable obligas
‘tion, which it is as personally injurious as it
‘is base and ungrateful for man to withhold.
Ought not love to God to secure snbstantial
offerings, seeing that they advance his glory?
Tow much more, seeing that they are ex-
pressly enjoined? * Honour the Lord with
‘thy substance, and with the first fruits of all
‘thine increase,” (Prov. iii. 9); “ fiven so
hath the Lord ordained, thatthey who preach
the gospel should live of the gospel,” ([
Cov, ix. 14).

2 This obligation also arises outof the
Christian's relations to his fellowmen,

1. It is a duty of justice to the ministry o{
his choice. The relation of ministerand floc
tix of the most elevated character, referring
not to estate, or health, or family, or reputa-
tion, but to the very man himself and his
eternal interests. Ministerial services are
‘the most valuable performed by man--em
bracing continual rescarch into truth, a
yearning solicitude of heart, prayerful vigil-
ance and exbansting labours for the spiritual
edification consistency, and salvation of then.
The benefits derived from a gospel ministry
immensely excel those of all other ministries.
Instruction and renewed impression in
divine truth ; consolation, and refreshment
of heart under gnilt and sorrow, and cordial
sympathy and friendship in all the interests
of life. Should not the Christian’s offerings
for & minister's services bear some propots
tion to the benefits derived from them =
Can thesc offerings be justly depressed to a
stinted minihhum? Wag it for his owh sake
or from sympathy with his 'impo'irerinhe(i
ministers, that God said, « Ye have robbed
me, even this whole nation!” (Mal. iii. 9).

The apostle Paul puts the subject of min-
isterial support in the light of justice, when
he asks, “If we have rown unto you spiritual
things, is it a great thing if we shall reap
your carnal things?” (1 Cor. ix. 11). He
further argues the subject in fhe instance of
'his own right, even as of Peter and other
| apostles ; proceeding thenee to establish the
i vacred ohligation of maintenance of ministry
| beyond dirpute ; as a fundamental institution
of the kingdom of Christ’; in analogy with
the soldier’s right'to subsistence from his
sovercign ; the servant’s claim on his cm~
plover; the husbandman on the preduce
which he cultivates; fhe toiling oxen for
needfil food, and the Jewish priesthood to
support from the 'offerings of the nation. (1
Cor. ix. 7-14.

The Pauline episties contrast parsimonious
with generons chtirches. ~ The Corinthian
churches were large, wellconditioned, and
emnlonn of showy gifts, yet deficient of 1b.
erality. The Macedomian charches waty
poor but bonntifal. Tothe fofiner he wrote
“I'robbed other churchei Yo de you service,
{3 Oor. {i 8). ‘Toihelatter he wrote, “Now
y¢ Philfppians know glsb' that in the begln,
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jing of the gospel, when I departed from

Macedonia, no church communicated with
me es concerning giving and receiving, but
ye only. For even in Thessalonica ye sent
once and again unto my necessity,” (Phil.
iv. 15¢16). Which of these cases is the more
honourable? Which does the reader commend
énd admire 1 Which will he henceforth imitate?
3. It is an obligation of honour which the
Christian owes to his fellow-worshippers.

Man is not an isolated being, but one of a
He cannot bear the cost of
worship alone, even as he cannot engage in
the highest form of worship alone. God has

instituted unity of worship, and unity of .

offering in worship, to decepen mutual sym-

pathy, to strengthen mutual joy and benefit .

in worship, and to conjoin the affections and

gifts of all for one common and glorinus:
If a princely David will devote mil-~
lions to erect a temple to the Lord, the poor- |

issue.

ert in Isracl may add his gift. The treasury
is ever open to receive the gold of the rich,
the silver of the operatives, and the copper
of the poor.

ship isrealized. 'To withhold our proper pro-
portion is to present heartless weorship to

God. The members of a mutual association .
bear cach his share of its burdens from a

sense ¢f honour, shall the Christian with-
hold his quota of offering from the means of
his own spiritual refreshment, and of the
promotion of his Saviour's glory? That man
would be branded with disgrace, who, shar-
ing in the advantages of a mutual comvact,

should refuse to bear his portion of its outlay .

—shall there, then, be found among Christians
those who, partaking of spirituu! benefits, evade

partially or entirely their share of the involved

aggregate liabilities.

3. Itis the Christian’s obligation of benevo-
lence towards mankind. Humanity is a sacred ,

brotherhood. Man is his brother’s keeper,
g0 far as he can do him good. The instructed
are the keepers of the ignorant, the rich of
the dostitute, the saved of the perishing.—
No means so extensively and richly benefit
man as Christian ordinances. They inspire
the degraded with self-respect, prompt the
affluent to beneficence, send forth streams
of temporal relief and soul-healing to bless
near and distant sufferers, combine their
attendants in every form of labour and sacri-
fice, and they recover myriads of wahderers
to God and happiness. Their name is le-
gion, to counteract the legion forms of evil
originated by sin.  The provision thus made
for the destitute portions of mankind is at
once the highest duty performed by the
Christian, and the richest boon conferred by
him on his fellow-men. Who that admits
the sovereign efficacy of the gospel as God's
instrument to regenerate men, can withhold
is aid from the yet unevangelized nations?
ligations to aid arise from knowledge of
oath other's need, from ability to assist

In the fusion of all an adequte .
supply is found, and the true idea of joint wor-

them, and from the urgericy of t he interesfs
involved. Of the spiritual need of mankind
the troe Christianis but too cognizant. The
uncertainty of time, the probationary char-
acter of the present life,and the influence of
| passing moments and material gifts on eter-

nal ages and infinite intercsts, prove the
depth of this need,and the urgency of its claim
on the Christian’s largest beneficence.

4. Itisasolemn ebligation due to the Chris-
linn's own consistency. 'This is not simply or
chicfly a question of benefit due to others;
it exercises a vital influence on tho spiritual
tone and harmony of the giver's heart and
character. Man nceds training in benevo-
{ lence and sympathy. If through rooted sel-
fishness; man slips out of every contribution,
or cramps his gifts to the smallest possible
sum, souls may perish through his avarice,
the just claim of God's majesty and grace is
withheld, and also the man dwarfs his own
spiritual stature, withers his own affcetions,
and dcenies himself one of the sweetest joys
of lifc; yes, and he blights his own reputa-
tion in that decision, which shall stamp
every man's true character eternally as on
his forchead, revealing thousands of assnmed
believers as incurably selfish creatures,
whom neither the woes of man nor the love of
Christ had cured of thesr miserable parsimony,
after all their urgent appeals.

Could man implore a heavier curse, in re-
lation to moral and spiritual culture and fit-
ness for eternal companionship of angelsand
enjoyment of God, than that soliciting ob- -
jects should never more crogs his path 7—
How many are there who, by their harshness
aud parsimony, tempt God never to afford
_them another opportunity to give ?

The support of the otdinances of the gos-
pel must manifestly devolve on those whose
spiritual happiness they continually pro-
mote. If they will not support them, who
Cwill? If they evade this claim, who will meet

it?  This obligation has becn too much de-
volved on others, eften with most disastrous
consequences as to purity of truth and liberty
of action, The aid of others may be allowed,
but should not be urgently sought. If Chris~
tians were devoted, it would no! be needed.”

e

« One sweetly soleran thought
Jomes to me o'er and o'er;

I'm nearer my home to-day
Than I've ever been before!

Nearer my Father’s house,
Where the many mausions be;

Nearer the great white throne,
Nearer the jasper sea!

Nearer the boud of life,
Where Ilay my burdendown;

Nearer leaving my cross!
Nearer wearing my crown!”
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THE BIBLE OF THE DEAD.

‘With frequent feet affection haunts
The spot where buried friendship lies;
But my lorn spirit inly pants
For converse that the tomb denies;—
I find it by some stream or tree,
Where my loved friend walked—sat with me.

Beside the grave my theughts descend
To the corrupting form within;

But in eur former walks they blend
With that friend’s spirit, free from sin;

And follow whither it has flown—

Now perfected before the throne.

1 would not scorn the painter’s skill,
Whose magic canvass can display
Those features that seem living still,
Although I know them now death's prey:—
But in my heart an image lies,
Surpassing all these mimic dyes.

A“j‘. i_n the dark and silent night,
Visions before my face appear

Of that kame form, now clothed in light—
A dweller in a higher sphere;—

With angels of majestic mien,

And bright like them in heavenly sheen.

But not the streamlet's flowery bank,
Nor tree that spread its grateful shade,
Where friend with friend refreshment drank,
And with glad hearts their praises paid—
Nor visions of the silent night
That plumed the wings of faith for flight—

Bring to my heart so warm a glow
As sight of The Book often read,
By one no longer here below:—
1t is the Bible of the dead;—
Oft pondered with a tearfal eye—
‘Oft breathed on with a heart-wrung sigh!

I turn its leaves, and many a line

The pen or peneil there has traced,
Becomes to me a thrilling sign
o Of that on which his hopes were placed—
The risen Saviour's dying love—

he cross on earth—the crown ahove !

Now of my friend by death bereft,
His Bible be my daily guide;
Precious remembrancer still left,
Of one no longer by my side;
But pointing me to follow on,
To that bright beaven where he has gone.

Ww. 8,

ESCAPE FOR THY LIFE.

Itis the greatest folly for persons who
lmoyv that they have not believed in Jesus
Christ, and are still in their sing, dead,
ost, undone for eternity,—and, if they re-
Pent not, certain to be damned, and con-
Sigued to the everlasting hell of fallen
;‘ig?ls.-to come to the investigation of

Vine truth with

hilosophical calmne:
and it it e
great':gdy the Bible intellectually! The

ing nesded by such is to be stirred
Bp “lo flee from the wrath to come."—

3
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Exposed every moment to * evetlmtih
destruction,” “condemned already,” an
with the terrible words of the Incarnate
Love ringing in their ears,  Kzcept a man
be born again, he eannot see the kingdom
of God,” “ He that believeth not shall be
damned "—if they are mot driven almost
mad by their fearful circumstances, it must
be because they do not believe that they
are lost—do not realise their awful position.
The consciousness of being ir imminent
peril makes a man anxious to escape from
his terrible circumstances, and betake him-
self to a place of safety.

After Sir Colin Campbell's silent retreat
from Lucknew, in the last Indian war,
there was one wman left behind. « Captain
Waterman,” says Mr. Rees, in his personal
narrative of the seige, “having gone to his
bed in a retired corner of the brigade mess-
house, over-slept himself. He had been
forgotten. At two o'clock in the morn-
ing he got up, and found to his horror
that we had already left. He hoped
against hope, and visited every outpost.—
All was deserted and silent. To be the
only man in an open entrenchment, and
fifty thousand furious barbarians outside!
It was horrible to contemplate. His situa-
tion frightened him. He took to his heels,
and he ran, ran, ran, through the Ferad-
buksh and the Tehree Kothee till he could
scarcely breathe. Still the same silence,
the same stiliness, interrupted only by
the occasional report of the evening’s gun
or musketry. At last he came up with
the retiring rear-guard mad with excite-
ment, breathless with fatigue.”

Were not this officer’s anxiety, excite-
ment, fright, horror; and flight all reason-
able, seeing that he knew his circumstances?
And if you realised your dreadiul circum-
stances as a lost sinmer in demper every
moment of hell-fire, would not similar
feelings and eonduct be eminertiy rational
in your case? Suppose a psrson pad coms
up to the imperilled officer in Lucknow
just as he became conscious of his fearful
position, and had ,endeayou:',ec.l_.“-? tran-
quillise him by counselling him not to
give way to his feelings, 1ot to become ex-
cited, but to regard his circumetances and
prospects with philosophic calmnesé, think
the matter out for himself, viewing it in-
tellectually as & geutleman of educstion

.

and intelligence; would it not have been

RRE
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udi(hmlt and a mockery at that dread hour,

whien he had anch a vivid conscipusness of

is: danper, snd felt convinced that his
safety depended solely on his immediate
flight?. « Captain, view your circumstances
philosaphically and tntellectually ! Cruel
zioc}mry 1 Flee! flee/! [Escape for thy
dife!

fThe parallel is so apparent that it needs
not to be pointed out. Your salvation
depen.ls not on the amount of your intel-
lectual knowledge of the plan of redemp-
tion—not on your balaneing evidence and
coming to conelusions with regard to the
veracity of the Holy Scriptures—not on
your calm deliberation and avoidance of
excitement, but on being soundly con-
vinced by God’s Holy Spirit of your lost
condition and in your betaking yourself to
Christ Jesus, the sinner’s ouly refuge, and
being *FoUND IN HIM, NOT HAVING YOUR
OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT THE RIGHTEOUS-
¥EB8 WHICH I8 OF GOD BY FAITH.”

L 2 o

«THE HARVEST IS PAST.”

—

How solemn are these words! How
startling should they be to the thousands
that are pressing on through life carcless
and unconcerned! The harvest is past!
Yes, it is past! What has been gathered
is safe. What has not been gathered is
lost—Ilost, it may be, forever. The sum-
mer is ended—ended forever! It can
paver return, Its weeks and daysare with
the past. The record is made; the page
is closed ; and what is the result? Are we
saved, or are we lost! One or the other

is our condition,

There is no neutral |

THE GOOD NEWS.

The falling leaves, the fading flowers are
the Iast they will ever see. Before another
summer shall begin, they shall have passed
‘to that shore “ where days and years are
known no more.” How solemnly are they
admonished to put their houses in order,
and prepare for their departure! If they
are still unsaved, they have not a day to
lose—uo, not an hour. The summer of
privilega and of hope is past. The autumn
has come, and at any moment they may
be sutnmoned to their great account.—
Parish Visitor.

. @

HEART THEOLOGY.

“Draw me,” “turn me," “ quicken me,”
““incline my heart to thv testimonies ”"—
even such prayer is an acknowledgment of
the ‘weakness of the soul, of its utter
aversion to holiness, and of the soyereignty
and sole eflicacy of the grace of God.—
How much theology is in one of these short
prayers! The best divines are praying
souls, They apprehend truth inits full
form and just relations; not in that one-
sided way which falsifies truth itsclf. 1In
the light of God they see light. The
sovereignty of God and the absolute help-
lessness of the soul they deeply feel. But
the full apprehension and profound con-
sciousness of these traths cause them tor
strive -and wrestle, and work out their sal-
vation with fear and trembling. 'Thevery
same doctrine which lavs the carnal soul tor
sleep, wakes them up to the utmost energy
of prayer and effort. God alone can help
them, This is with them a reason not for
lying down and doing nothing, but for

ground upon which we can stand. These | awaking, arisiny from among the dead,

months

blessings
forbeaning and 1°"g-suﬁ'ering. "t'ne Saviour
has beon “?z%éing and waiting; the Holy

Spirit has been striving ; and yet how many {

have neglected all these things! 'They
have passed through the summer; life and
heelth have been continued ; and vet they
Are not saved! Neither the mereies, nor
the judgment of God have had any ap-
phrent effect. Thousands have fallen all
round them, and yet they are eareless.
ey heed not the calls of mercy, nor the
thunders' of judgment.
' Bt 4t will not always'beso. To many,
}%ﬂﬂl\iwhﬂ some and gone.—

past_have been full of spiritual ! fssailing thethrone of grace with continual
and privileges, (o }jas been!

Clies, and setting themselves to do all the
commandinents of God. The sovereignty
of God is a weapon which the natural man
puts nnder hishead and goes to sleep upon,
expecting in some future time to Le sums
monad to some unknown conflict. The
spiritual man, on the contrary, grasps the
same truth with an earnest but joyful con-
viction, ““does violence to the kingdom of
heaven ™ with it, and “ takes it by force.”
« Without me, ye can do nothing.” That
same declaration is an opiate to the care-
Jess and sin-enslaved soul, and an incentive
to continunl and hopeful efforts o the
Christinn, " ’ ’

0
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THE CULTIVATION OF INDIVIDU-
ALITY.

It appears to us of first importance, in
order to the production of true manhood,that
men should dare to be themselves. It is
melancholy to think of the capacities which
lie in disuse—=of the wealth of power whieh
is wausted because they dare not think their
own thoughts, nor act out their own con-
victions, owing to an undae regard to the
opinions of others. ' We would not indeed,
countenance the dogmatisni agninst which

we have already cautioned our veaders, !

when young men flippantly criticise the
doings of their sentors, and pronounce
oracularly on questions on which, necessar-
ily, they are profoundly lgnorant.  Amy
one who imagines that that is what we
recommend when we ask lim to dare to
be hinseif, is not more a fop than he is a
fool. Even in his outspokenness he does
not give utterance to his own thoughts.—
It is from the want of individuality that he
speaks with such dognmatism. It is the
thing which is comnion to his class, the
way to recure their favourable opiniouw—
.His own scnxe of right, did he dare to follow
1, would suggest a more modest demean-
our,

The thing which we believe (o be indis-
peusable to manhood is, that men, instead
of seeking to be moulded after the fashion
of others, should givefair scope to those jo-
dividual peculiarities whieh are matiital to
themselves, Iow many are almost lost tu

1 good purpose, rendered weak and coin-
paratively useless, throwgh & too slavisi
eopying of their fellows,  Instead of men.

€Y are 80 mnany thingy which, by anun-
mll'_M_ral process, have been crushed, into
dniformity—well-drilled nfaelines, moving
W the same manner, and producing the
fame results, And the worst of it is, that
n our educutional and theologi®al svatems
TeANS ave used o secure Lhis nanatital and

sarily or unnecessarily, are conducted on
this principle,-—not traintug young mrinds
to_think, Lut to repeat, in parrot-like man-
9%, What has Leeti thought before.. And
o o:l;:heologica] tea’ching, cfee(!g contain-
ristia:ngl,{- LLhe ca.rdlilr}atl1 doctripes oi:lllle
. 1th, on whi¢i men ne

aro agreed, but al} their i?amiﬁcatﬁ)ens ani
1908 88 traced by some rtong. mimd=-

‘unfettered exercise of thought.
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all the minutiz of dogmatic belief, oh whickt,
thinking men invariably differ—are cram«~
med into the disciple.  Not without reason,
you may say,--nmm:al that men should
preserve that which is good, and seek tor
make otlrers share init.  Yes; but what
was good for another may not be good for
me. It was good for him because it was
the natural outgrowth of his own mind—
the conclusion at which he arrived throughe
the unfettered exercise of his powers.  For
me.to have it foreed upon e may ot be
good, any more than it would be good for
wy body tobeforced into ‘he precise mould
of his. But every man, you say, ought t0
be educated to believe the truth.  Precisely
go? and therefore do we contend for the
For it
should be remembered, that what is true
to one may be a lie to another. Itis a li¢
if it be foreed on hifu by authority, and is
not the result of his o%n conviction. No
two minds think precisely alike. And if
you force & man to receive your creed intact
in 211 its parts,in those which are notso much
matters of faith as of opinion, the tendency
is efther to eramp his thinking powers,
or to elicit bis hypocritical assent to that
which in his inuner soul he does not believe.
And though you m#ay not think 1t desirable
that men should be beretics, even i the
mildest sense of the term, you surely cannot
imagine that you mend the matter if yow
make them hypocrites instead.  'We wonder
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that, with your professedlove of Protestant-

ism, you shoukl attempt to place restraint
on thought. 1Ilave not you confidence
enough in the truth to believe that free and
hotiest thivking will Jead to it? A your
cread may not be credited, we admit; bug
what of that? If you are mot infallible,
some parts of your creed may, after all, be
fulse.  And at all events, you canmnot, with
adrantage, force it on any one, The belief
which is not the result of, which in fact is

| not consistent witlr, free thought, is not &
worthless uhiformity.  Our schools, neces- |

belief at all, but a hollow amd hypoeritieal
mimicry of belief. Oh, the injary which
isdone by this eforced uniformity! Ctis-
toms and opinions, recommended at firsty
perhars by some great namer, and subse~
quently sanctioned by time, are venerated
as if they were God’s ordinances. Men
have an impression thut they are not so
sacred as they seem; but dave not give it

Lumram besamee of the opprebriur whisl



would follow, and are content therefore to
practise a habitual falsehood. Thus they
press on society like an incubus,—crushing
the manhood out of thousands, until some
great soul, finding their pressure intolerable,
examines them, discovers that they are not
God’s truths, but man’s falsehoods, declares
them to be what they are, and tears them
into shreds. Thus reformations are pro-
duced, which break up the incrustations of
centuries, and men once more think freely
until the growing tendency to enforce uni-
formity again fetters the mind. Have you
never noticed the effeet of this on the
modern pulpit? I would not scandalise
my brethren. Those who kunow me best
oan testify that such is not my habit. And
certainly any man who would bring sweep-
g charges against a class of men, many
of whom are earnestly attempting to do
CGod’s work, would deserve to be branded
as a reckless slanderer. It is not scandal-
ising, however, to take notice of statements
which are in general circulation. Accord-
ing to notorious rumour, there are hun-
dreds of ministers whose preaching is of no
ioterest to any mortal. Hearers sit and

awn under them. They go to chureh

ecause it is their duty to go, not because
they expect to get anything; and go away
justas they came. Nothought is awaken-
ed, no instruction received; because the
minister repeats without variation the
same often-told tale. Let twenty of thefn
preach,—let one preach twenty times,—in
every sermon you hear just what you
have heard a thousand times before. The
arrangement may difler somewhat, and
you may have a different text, but the same
substance. * What a weariness,” says one,
“is ap ordinary meeting on one of the
fifty-two ordinary Sundays of the year l—
What a dreary thing is an ordinary sermon
of an ordinary minister! He does not
wish to preach it; the audience do not
wish to bear it. So he makes a feint of
preaching, they a feint of hearing him
preach. Bu he preaches not; they hear
not. He is dull as the cushion he beats;
they as the cushions they cover.” I do
not think this is & fair representation; but
in so far as there is any ground for it, it
appears to me partly owing to the fact that
ministers have been drilled to thivk in a
particular manner, until they are afraid to
think for themselves, and have no power
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to awaken thought in others. AndI
am the more confirmed in this when I see
that many of those who now exert the
greatest influence in the pulpit are men
who have either not been drilled, as we say,
or they have been strong enough to resist,
or outgrow its influence. Some, indeed,
without any great originality, attract by
the felicity of their diction, or the splendour
of their imagery, or the artistic structure
of their discourses, and others impress by
the earnest euforcement of old truths; but
the great lights of the pulpit, those whom
the spiritaally inteliigent and growing can
hear with profit, are men who, holding fast
by the great truths of the gospel, trace their
relations into new spheres of thought, and
apply them innew forms and combinations
to the various duties of life, making them
luminous in the light of their own strong
understanding.  Kven the most striking
instance of noisy success which modern
times supply, is a man who, whatever may
be his faults or virtues, has this one indie-
peusable element—he dares to speak the
thing that is in him. Nor is it thus with
the pulpit only. It is soin every sphere
of life. Those who would be men must
dare to be themselves—to think their own
thoughts, and to speak out the thing that
is in them. They may poseibly make
mistakes—very likely will—all men are
liable to that, but better be mistaken occa-
sionally than not think at all. Better ad-
vance, though at the risk of making a false
notion, than stand forever stiil. ~Better,
through many blunders, attaiu to the right
and the true, than remain always where and
what you are. Prudence may be a very
profitable virtue, but it is none of the most
admirable, even in its best estate, and it is
capableof being carried to suchan extent
as to becone a positive vice, and one of
the ;reanest of the vices withal. I cannot
for the life of me admire the man who.
never goes wrong because he always stands
still; and if there be one whom I detest
more than another,—who is more than
another the object of my intensest scorn,—
it i8 he who waits to know how the wind
of public opinion blows before he dare give
utterance to his own thoughts, and refuses
to stir a step until it has become so popular
that he can do so with perfect safety to his
reputation or his purse. O, my friend, for.
what were we made? That we might fol- *
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low each other like silly sheep? to have
our individuality crushed out of us by be-
ing pressed into a common mould? Was
the Creator so deficient in contrivance that
He must fashion us all after the same pat-
tern¥ 1 think not. I think He “has as
many plans as He has men,” and we
honour Him and fulfil His purpose, not by
skwishly copying our neighbours, but by
daring to be ourselves. As to the human
countenance He has given endless diversity,
erealing no two entirely alike, and adorning
various types with their ownstyle of beauty;
8o has He endowed us with endless diver-
sity of disposition and talent: and His
purpose is not that we should emasculate
our strength and destroy our peculiarities
by striving after a worthless and inpossible
wniformity, but that each one should be
eontent and ambitious to be himself and
not another.

But whileI say all thisy I would not
omit to add, that nothing is more essential
to individuality, or to the manhood which
we wish you to cultivate, than proper
self-control. A man must be master of
himself before he can be properly inde-
Eendent of the opinion of others, 7o act

astily on a passing impulse,—to give ut-
terance to every crude and ill-digested
fancy,—dogmatically to assert an opinion
which you have not bad time to weigh,
and which ere an hour has passed you may
8ee reason to renounce,—that is not to dare
to be yourself, nor to foster your own in-
dividuality. That opinion which you utter
80 strongly is no part of yourself. You
have not weighed it sufficiently to make it
iours.. Itis a mere passing fancy which
as seized you, and by which, like a child,
you have allowed ' yourself to be taken
captive.  Men who act thus have properly
no self, no individuality. They are mers
creatures of impulse- -« everything by turns,
and nothing long.” The convictions which
should be uttered and acted on are not
slight and evanescent impressions; but
convictions which are the resillt of careful
and deliberate thought,—convictions which
grow upon you until they have all the
force of a burden from the Lord, and de-
Dand utterance if you would not be un-
;axthfulto yourselves. Mighty is the dif-
orence certainly between the youth who
out every thought that strikes him,

wheéa there is o reason why it should be
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spoken except his own overweening conceit
or the want of mastery over his tongue,
or who yields to every impulse, and is now
idle, and now active, now depressed, and
now elevated, according to the mood of
the moment,—mighty is the difference be-
tween him and the man who dares to be
singular, because he will not, by life or
speech, deny that which in his inner heart
he most surely believes, and is not prepared
at the dictation of others to sacrifice his
manhood. The one remains a mere child
in force long after he is & man in years;
the other is already possessed of one of the
elements, and is pursuing a course which
naturally issues in the development, of
true manhood.— Landels.

SHALL CHRISTIANS DANCE.

SuaLL  Ceristians Dance?—Why not
Christians, if anybody? We would not ad-
vise a sinner to dance. A sibner is an enemy
to God, and shall he dance ? A sinuer must
repent or perish, amd shall he dance? A sin-
rer is on the way to bell, and may be there in
an hovr—shall hedance ?  Thereis something:
supremely shocking in the ides of a dancing sin-
ner. What fearful declarations are those of
Job! «They send forth their little ones likea
flock and their children dance. . They spend
their days in wealth, and in a moment godown
to the grave!” Job xxii 11, 13.

But a Christian is a redeemed sinner. “ He
is bought with a price.” “He is washed, he
is sanctified, he is justified, in the name of the
Lord Jesus, and the spirit of our God.” « He
is a new creature; old things are passed away;
behold all things are become new.” The
Christian is the image of Christ, and is to show
to the world that he has been with Jesus, and
has learned of him, “ who was meek and low-
ly in heart, and went about doing good.” The
Christian is cracified to the world, and the
world unto him!” so that “ he rolls his dying
eyes upon a dying world.” The Christion is,
in a little while, to be in heaven, beholding
and enjoying, and forever to enjoy the glory

.of God, and shall he dance whenhe passes to

his eternal home? The apostolic exhortation
is, “ Whether therefore ye eat or drink, do il
to the glory of God.”

Shall Christians dance? Then they must
have a fumeto dance. At what point of time-
between one communion season and aoother
ghall it be ? just before, or just after, t!}ey sit
down at the ‘table of the Lord? Is ‘it the
kind of preparation which fits_them for that
scene which Calvary beheld ? Wlll”the dance
belp them to “examine themselves ? Will i
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enable them to deny themselves as they
should after they have been anew to see Christ
erucified? Or will they fix the time at a point

equally distant from the celebration past, and
the celebration to come; so that they may for-

et, or almost forget, the command, “'This

0 in wemembrance of me ?” Can they, at the
dance, think intensely upon the scenes in the
gurden; in the palace of the High Priest; in
the hall of Pilute;on the way to Culvary; at
the nailing of the victim: and at the innocent
sufferer’s cry of agony. “ My God, my God, why
hast thow forsaken me?”  This ery, ander Al-
mighty wrath, crushing him to death for our
sins, makes the ears of Christiansting'e.  How
ean they forget it, so as to find a tize to dance
between one communion season and another?

Noall Christians dunce?  Then tlhey must
Bave leisure to dance. “ Wot ve bot,” said
Jesus; “that I nust be :bout my Father's busi-
uess?”  Ile began early, and continued to the
end to be shout his Father's business; so that
in the end he could say to his Father, =1 have
glorified thee upou earth;. I have finished the
werk whick thou gavest me to do.” Then he
was ready to depart, and with his last breath
eried, It is tinished.” Duty and suffering
were completed, Are Christiuns the followers
of such a Saviour, at leisure, so that their
work is doue long before their sun has set?
Do they understand God’s word so well, that
they need study it no more? Are all their
duties to Godin the closet, in the fumily, and
in his house, diligently and fuithfally perform-
ed? Do.they perform all that is needful for
the young, for the aged, for the charch, for-
the worid, and then tind leisure to unite with
gay companious in moving to the soand of the
viol, amid the mazes of pleasurable dissipa-
tion? Is the soul duly cared for? And from |
the dance, can they return home to commtne f
with God¥.to pray for all saints and _the min-
isters of Christ, with all prayer, and without
eeasing?  Can they “visit the fatherless and
widows in their afflietion, and keep themselves !
wuspotted from the world.”

Shall Christians dance? Then they must
be imitated by ethers. Allowing that Christs
isns have tune; leisure, and money for the
dance, the question remains—Is it expedient?
Does it teud to edification? Is it attended
with no danger to others? Wil the gay aod
thoughtless he likely to derive benefit from
such examnples of Christians? If we would
advise sinnersnot to dance, we certaiuly would
sot set the example. W bni one member of a
chureh be found in the ball-room, who will
aot know 1?7 Will not every eye be fixed on
that individual?  Will not some be ready to.
suy o his heart, “Diduot I see thee at the

Bord's tablet” Willit not be reported the
aexb day? And will not the echo fly among
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the circles of the lovers of pleasuref Wi
not the thoughtless urge this example aa »
plea for the indulgence which conscience for-
bids? And will not many be emboldened, not
only rear by, but-far off, to do what no sioner
should venture to de, as it must be at the peril
of hig soul? And will not those gay compan-
ions of yours despise you for your vain in-
dulgence?

. Dear friend, how can you have any delight
in this amusement, or in any other pastime i
which they delight who are strangers to God?
When all the sweets of Paradise are before us,.
ueed we covet the forbidden tree? Can you
recommend Christ and him crucitied to your
Jjovial companions? Can you converse serious-
ly on the salvation of thesoul, while on the
way with them either to, or from, the merry
meeting? Dear friend, how came yon to be

‘in this vacillating state of mind? You did

not feel once as you do now. Are you be-
come, orare you about to become, one of
those who draw back to perdition? May you.
net, if you love the dance, or any other carnal
amusement, question whether you are as ye¢
saved, on the road to heaven—a new creature
in Christ Jesus? 'We have never found any
born again of God, but in Jesus they had’
enough to satisfy the lengings of their im--
mortal souls. Holiness is their delight;. and
holiness is not to be found in the dance.

«“BECAUSE” AND «THAT.”

“ Now tell us what is the great difference-
between you and me?” said a Roman
Catholic-lady to Dr Malan, of Geneva, as:
they were travelling together one day in
a public coaeh, in Franee—¢ I being a good:
Catholie, and you a Protestant?”  « Well”
said the doctor, *“the ditference between us-
does not seem very great; it consists only
in tha use of a little conjunction.”  « What
is that?” shesaid. “ Why,” he. replied,,
“we say, ‘We must love God and obey
His commandments, BECAUSE He bas
saved us; and vou say, ‘ We must love
Him and obey His commandments, THAT
Ha may save us) The difference lies in
the two- words ¢ BEcAUSE’ and ¢ THAT. "
Hae than: explained: the gospel of a free-sal--
vation to- her, and he had reason.to-believa:

.she was led savingly to-underatand it,
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TUSEME!
Maxz use of me, my-Godl.’
Let me not be forgot;
A broken vessel cast aside,
One whom thou needest not.

1 am thy creature, Lord:
And made by haunds divine;
And T am part, however mean,
Of this great world of thine.

“Thou usest all thv works,
The weakest things that be;
Each has a service of its own
For alj things wait on thee.

“Thou usest the high stars,
The tiny drops of dew,

The giant peak and little hill;——
My God, Oh use me too?

“Thou usest tree and flower,
Tke rivers vast ard small
"The eagle great, the little bird
That sirgs upon the wall,

Thou usest the wide sea,

~ The little bidden lake;

The pine upon the Alpine cliff,
The lily in the brake.

“The huge rock in the vale,
The sand-grain by the sea,
The thunder of the rolling cloud,
The murmur of the bee.

All things do serve thee here,
All creatures, great and small;

Make use of me, of me, my God,
The meanest of them all!

Bonar's Hymns of Faith and Hope.
A WORD IN SEASON.

. A young lady, known to Samuel Hick,
a village blacksinith, from her childhood,
'W.hen her horse bad lost a shoe, called at
his shop to bave’it replaced. She appear-
ed delicate. He looked compassionately
upon her, and asked, “ Dost thou know,
arn, whether thou hast a soul 7 Startled
Kﬁh b:;he Question, she looked in return;
e “f:;re shie was permitted to reply, he
o or,' not'h(m gast one w'vhetl‘xer thod knowest
wisery f(;t.:ve:-,t”mu live in happiness or

Theee, and orper remarks, produced
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serious thoughts. Her father perceived
from her manner, that something = was
preying upon her spirits. She told him
the cause: “ What!” he exclaimed, * has
that old blacksmith been at thee, to turm
thy bead? but I will whack him.” So
saying, he took up a large stick, Jeft the
house—posted off to Samuel’s residence—
found him at the anvil—and, without the
least intimation, struck him a heavy blow
on the side, which, said Samuel, when re-

lating the circumstance, “nearly filled me
10 the ground,” adding, “and it was not
‘a little that would have dome it in those
i days.”  On recaiving the blow, he turned
!round and said, “ What art thom about,
i man? what is that for?” Supposing it te
be out of revenge, and that religion was the
cause of it, he made a sudden wheel, and
lifting up his arm, inclined the other side
|to his enraged assailant, saying, « Here
man, hit that too.” But either his courage
fuiled him, or he was softened by the man-
ner in which the blow was received: be
holding in Samuel a real disciple of him
who said, “ Whosoever shall smite thee on
the right cheek, turn to bim the dther
also.”  He tien left him, and Samuel had
the happiness of witnessing the progress of
grace in the daughter.

Some time after this the person himself
was taken ill, and Samuel was sent for.—
He was shown into the chamber, and look- -
ing on the sick man he asked, “What is
the matter with thee? art thou bown to
die? He stretched out his arm to Samuel,
aud said, “ Will you forgive me?” Not
reeollecting the circumstance for the mo-
ment, Samuel axked, « What for? I have
nothing against thee, bairn, nor any man
living.” The case being noticed, the gues-
tion was aguin asked, « Will you forgive
me?” ¢ Xorgive thee, bairn? T tell thee
I have nothing against thee! but if thou
| art about to die, we will pray a bit, and
{ see it the Lord will forgive thee.”  Samuel
i knelt by the side of the couch, and the
dying man united with him: and from the
penitence, faith, and gratitude \yhich he *
manifested, there.was hope in bis death.
The daughter continued an object of his
solicitude; she grew up to Womanhnod.—
became a mother—and he afterwards Te-
joiced to see ber and two of her daughters
hopefully converted.




Four conversions are here to be traced,
inregular succession. springing apparently
from a word fitly spoken by one of the
weak things of this world made mighty
through God.

WHAT IS A SERMON?

BY JOHN RUSKIN.

~ There are two ways of regarding a ser-
mon: either as a human composition or a
Divine message. If we lock upon it en-
tirely as the first, and require our clergy-
men to finish it with their utmost care and
learning, for our better delight, whether
of ear or intellect, we shall necessarily be
led to expect much formality and stateliness
in its delivery, and to think that all is not
well if the pulpit has not a golden fringe
round it, and if the sermon be not fairly
written in a black book, to be smoothed
upon a cushion in & majestic manner be-
fore beginning. All this we shall duly
come to expect: but we shall, at the same
time, consider the treatise thus prepared as
something to which it is our duty to listen
without restlessness for half-an-hour or
three-quarters, but which, when that duty
has been decorously performed, we may dis-
miss from our minds, in happy confidence of
having another whenever it shall be neces-
sary. DBut if once we begin to regard the
preacher, whatever his faults, as a man
sent with a message to us which is a mat-
tor of lifo and death, whether, we hear or
refuse; if we look upon him as set in
charge over many spirits in danger of ruin,
and having allowed him but an hour or
two in the seven days to speak to Lbepl;
if we make some endeavour to eonceive
how precious these hours ought to be to
him, a small vantage on the side of God
after his flock have been exposed for six
days together to the full weight of the
world’s temptations, and he has been
forced to watch the thorn and the thistle
springing in their hearts, and to see what
wheat had been scattered there snatehed
from the wayside by this wild bird and
the other, and at Jast, when, breathless and
weary with the week’s labour, they give
him this interval of imperfect and languid
hearing, he has but thirty minutes to get
at the separate hearts of a thousand men,
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to convince them of all their weaknessds,
to shame them from all their sins, to.warn
them of all their dangers, to try by this
way and that to stir the hard fastening of
those doors where the Master himself has
stood and kunocked, and yet none has
opened, and to call at the openings of ‘those
dark streets where wisdom bherself has
stretched forth her hands, And no man re-
garded; thirty minutes to raise the dead
in,~—let us but once understand and feel
all this, and we shall look with changed
eyes upon that frippery of gay furniture
about the place from which the message
of judgment must be delivered, which
either breathes upon the bones that. they
may live, or, if fneffectual, remains record-
ed in condemnation, perhaps, against the
utterer and listener alike, but assuredly
against one of them. We shall not so
easily bear with the silk and gold upon the
seat of judgment, nor with ornament of
oratory in the mouth of the messenger; we
shall wish that his words may be stmple
even when they are sweetest, and the place
where he speaks like a marble rock in the
desert, about which the people have
gathered in their thirst. '

THE THEOLOGIAN AND THE
PREACHER.

The office of the theologian, though not
higher, is, I am well aware, one im'b]\'ing
intellectual exereizes of a kind far more
severe and subtle than that of the preacher.
The creditable performance of the duties
of the popular instructor does not imply
ability to meet that more stringent tax on
the purely -intellectual encrgies which is
imposed on the scientific thevlogian.  The
relation of the theologian to the pastor is,
in many respects, that of the public
speaker to the philusophie grammarian—
of the practical reasouer to the scientific
logician and the psychologist—of the re-
tailer of scruples to the scientific chemist
and physiologist. 1t is possible to prae-
tise an art the basis of which in theory we
are incapable of iuvestigating. He may
be a fluent or eloquent. speaker who has
no analytic power to trace and expound
those prineiples whieh lie at the root of all
language, and which are involved in all
accurate speech. 'The instinetive sharpnesa
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of the special pleader may be utterly dis-
sociated from the power to investigate the
laws of thought and to develope the dia-
lectic principles and rules which are in-
volved in the act of reasoning. And, in
like manner, higher in one view though
the qualifications of the preacher may be;
yet it is quite possible for a man to declare
in apt and persuasive words the truths of
the gogpel, who is destitute of the power
scientifically to analyse and defend them.
To the theologian appertains the duty not
simply to state and enforce the truths and
duties of religion, but to investigate into
the sources and criteria of our religious
knowledge, to point out the evidence on
which our belief in it rests, to define and
verify each separate conception or doctrine,
to show the manifold mutual relations of
different truths, and to mould all the sepa-
rate elements into a consistent and syste-
matic form. All this to be done well
implies sowething rarer than the rhetori-
cian’s art.—Dr. Cairp.

——————t - e

THE MOTHER'S PRAYER AN-
SWERED,

BY THE REV. W. PATERSON, EDINBURGH.

The writer was lately on a visit to some
Christian frietids in one of our provincial
towns. Many in the place had lately been
made partakers of the blessings of the
Gospel, and in the first full gush of spiritual
JOY Went in amongst their acquaintances,
tiil the attention of the town was excited,
ap(l the minds of many turned to the con-
sideration of eternal things. It was truly
A pleasure to be beneath the hospitable
roof of Mr. Howard, where the position
?ﬁey occupied in life was sanctified, and
yet Wise in all their endeavours for the ex-
tension of Messiah’s kingdom, which made
their intercourse and friendship peculiarly
. Pleasant,

1t was a holiday in the town, and the
young gentlemen who had already entered
on the world, were expected to speud the
e:g bgneath their father's roof. A short

XCursion into the country was proposed
and there being an old churchya[:-d i[:lo the
Beighbourhood, noted for the picturesque

d;" of an ancient chapel, with man
Oiher mementoes of the past, thither we

e whole family warm on religion, and |

.
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bent our steps. It was a pleasant day in
spring; the storms of winter were over;
the winds softly fanned the trees that werd
already clad in their first green foliage;
and the broad bosom of the earth seemed
ready to burst with the gush of vernal
glee. We wandered here and there, mark-
ed the old ruin with its wreaths of ivy,
where voices rung in song, and wheré
knees bent in adoration, that long since
mouldered in the dust. We read the re-
cords of the past, and trode softly over the
grassy mounds, where the dust of the
rich could not be distinguished from that
of the poor.

After moving about for some time, and
as we were preparing to retire, “ Come,”
said the eldest son, “let us sing a hymn
round mother's grave,” and to his mother's
grave we went. It was a calm, sweet,
sheltered spot® in a solitary corner, where
the sunbeams lingered all day, and which
the rude, rough winds could hardly touch.
She had only been buried about eighteen
months, and standing round the place of
her sleep, with uncovered heads we sung
the Paraphrase—

When the last trumpet's awful voice
This rending earth shall shake;

When opening graves shall yield their charge,
And dust to life awake.

Those bodies that corrupted fell,
Shall incorrupted rise;

And mortal forms shall spring to life,
Immortal in tke skics.

It was a melting hour; the whole of our
party, young and old, were in tears; the
words of our hymn we could hardly ar-
ticulate, for the feelings of our hearts
choked our utterance, and singing thus
around the grave we realized more than
ever the animating truth, They skall arise.
After our song the eldest prayed, and
in prayer thanked God for the circum-
stances in which they met, for the living
example of a pious mother, and the hope
they had of meeting ber in heaven. After
prayer 1 went up to him, and remarked it
was one of the most touching scenes I had
ever witnessed. «Yes, perbaps so,” said
he, * but let me tell you all the circum-
stances. When we last met round this
spot, there was not a living soul amongst
us but the dear one in the grave. Now,
thank God, our whole family of father,
aister, and four sons, are all in Christ.” :
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WHY DID YOU NOT SPEAK TO ME
ABOUT MY S80UL?

A HINT TO MINISTERS.

This question was once put by an aged in-
dividusl to a minister of the gospel. It was
not put through petulence, but in the way of
gentle rebuke, after the old man had been
awakened, from a state of dead formalism, to
anewness of life, ard remembered how the
guinister bad frequently spoken to him about
snany things, but had omitted to speak to him |
about his soul.

Is not this common? We remember in
our early Christian experience, when our feel-
ings were fresh and our heaft full of the
realities of eternal life, we conversed with
several ministers relative to studying for the
ministry. Interesting and instructive were
" our conversations, but we were struck with
the absence of any reference to things per-
4aining to our seul, or to the personality of
Jesus. We resolved then, that if ever we|
svere epgaged in the work of the ministry, it ]
would be different with us. Buf, alas, it is
with us as with others. We have met, con-

versed, and parted with many a oume, Who
perhaps expected we should have gpoken to
them about their spul, and said nothing on

| under our preaching.
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previous to his being the subject of a frosk’
baptism of the Spirit, which introduced him
to the fall joy of that gospel which he is now
preaching, and the careful preparation of
these years brought his mind into close con-
tact with all the leading themes of divine
revelation, In this way he has the advantage
over many, that he kuows both the Scriptures
and the power of God. As a consequence
of this thorough training, bis addresses are
solid, varied, and intensely Scriptural, and
Jesus is always the object prominently held
forth.

‘We refer our readers to the address insert-
ed in this nomber. From it, it will be seen
that Mr. Smith preaches a full Christ, in an-
interesting menner, and. on this account we
commend it.

From one of our exchanges we cull the
foliowing, being part of an address made in
London, England, to students from the Inde-
pendent, Baptist,'and Presbyteriun Colleges:

“Rev. J. Denham Smith, in an addvess fall
of striking incident aud happy iliu-hation,
alluded to several ministers and laymen,
among many others, who bave been cminently
successful in the salvation of souls, during the
last few years, and said it would be a matter
for conversation to juquire wherein lay the
secret of these men’s success, and if attain-
able, ta seeure it for ourselves, for surely we
are not going to be satisfied with reading or
delivering an claborately prepared sermon
and gaining great applause, without hearin
of wouls having heen awakened and converte
“The fact is,” he said,

the subject. 'We are most prone to do 50, 101 « I don’s Tnow what I skould do if the Lord

those with whom we are on most familiar |

!
. ]
terms, and with those who are professedl‘

Christians, and we presume that it is so with |

others. The retrospect on this subject isti

Lambling in the extreme to us, and' we would |
charge ourselves, when
brethren, to WATCH FOR SOCLS, AS THOSE THAT
XUST GIVE AN ACCOUNT.

e @

THE REV. J. DENHAM SMITIL

In this issue of the Good News we give the

Tev. J. Denham Smith. This gentleman,
pow a travelling Iivangelist in Great Britain
and Toeland, and whose services arc greatly
Ujessed, had Leen a pastor for twenty years

we remind Om-}any one asked him if he was saved, which
| they did not, Le eould only say he hoped he

| was, decming it almost presumption to be sure.
| And of course he never had real joy and

|

first part of a very profitable address by the |

did not give me souls. The salvation of
souls has become the passion of my life”
Speaking of his own experience, he said,
that when he went first to college, dlthough
he Lelieved he was converted, still he hud no
assurance of his interest in Christ; and if,

peace in believing. Years afterwurds when a
pastor, he always preached there was a hell,
a heaven, and a judgment, spoke often apd
plainly of the guiiv and misery of sin, the
Justice and holiness of God, till at length tha

I people began to bLelieve all this too; and he
| beeame ‘surrounded with a perfect anxiety,

%

which he felt utterly unable to remove, Nor
had he yet himself been delivered from the
bondage of doubts and fears. What could
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he do? He was fike a man telling & con-
demned oriminal of the borrors of the drop,
and the guilt of marder, all the while aggra-
vating his misery without being able to re-
move it. Not 4ill be himself was led into the
liberty, joy, and peaee of the gospel, could he
do anything to meet this wide-spread convic-
tion. But once experiencing the peace and
Joy of the Iloly Ghost in his own soul, he
began with all his heart to preach Christ to
the people, and they looked and were healed.
This led him to refer to two ministers who
rpoke to him, and who like himself were in
doubt and fear about their acceptance with
God ; but being introduced by the Holy
Bpirit into the light and love of the Gospel,
went back to their flocks to preach as they
never did before, and were, under God, the
means of much blessing to them.

At the conclusion of his address, conversa-
tion was invited, and many of the students
availed themselves of the opportunity to get

| heart at a particular bour.

9
longth & ious letter came home, beafing
tbegtl?opeprt%?t he had found the Saviour.—
Acknowledging his indebtedness to the teach-
ings and prayers of his father and mother, he
said to his sister, “ Among the many iaffo-
ences which I hope have been instrumental 1n
leading me to Jesus, none is more signal than
the consciousness I have had that you, my
dear sister, were daily hearing me oun your
1 could not en-
gage in open transgression with that fact
before me. When tempted to join my asso-
ciates in some forbidden pleasare, or te spend
an evening in an unprofituble manuer, a voice
scemed to say to me, ‘ Beware; your sister js
praying for you” I tried to put it away; I
buried myselt in my books to drown the
voice of couscience, but it grew londer and
louder.  OQutward propriety wonid not satisfy
me, and T had no rest till 1 hegan to pray
for myseif. 1 had bitter stragzles with my
wicked and proud heart.  The way of salva-

further information as to the mode of preach- " tion scemed hard aud imnpossible, but 1 could
g which appeared to produce euch effects, | not tarn hack.  God his hieard your prayer,
and as to tie permanent results of the revival ; my beloved sister, and I shali always feel that

work. Replying to the first, Mr. Smith’
wisely directed the mind from the mode to the |
matter of preaching, showing that the preach- |
ing of Christ and 1lim crucitied by those who |
themselves bad felt the power and love and:
Joy of the Gospel was the successful means of |
" winning souls. And as to the results of the |
work of revival in Ireland and Scotland, he
. gave decided testimony as fo its general per- |

manency. Mr. Bmith's address evidently
awakened much interest on the part of the
Btudents, as was seen in the numbers who took
Part in the conversation upon it; and although
cousiderable difference of upinion-was exer-
Cised on several points, his kind visit was so
much appreciated, that he was heartily invited
to renew it the mext time he came to the
metropolis.

THE STUDENT AND HIS SISTER.

As a youth was leaving his Christian home,
or the temptations of college-life, 8 pious
Sister put into his hand a parting note.—
Words of sisterly affection and interest were |
followed by this brief appeal; “ Dear brother,
if at the hour of twilight you are ever tempt-
to engage in anything that would dishonour
Your parents or your God, remember, I en-
treat you, that ydur sister is pleading for you
at the throne of grace. That hour shall be
With me hallowed time, devoted to God on |
your account,” '
onths passed away; and while the stadent
:’:; & fair name by his exemplary de%ortment
&ttenhpn to study, his sister untiringly
" With ‘God for- his conversion. At

1 owe mmceh to you”

Ah, sister, brother, friend, yon know not
the power wkich you wield over those brought
up at ycur side. The love of home aund
friends, evea if unsanctified, ma¥y do much!
but you who know the throne of grace may
encircle a cherished one with those strong
cords of influence which temptdtions an
gophistry in their most wily forms, canoot
break. You may thus win the joy of those
who “save a soul from death, and hide a mal
titude of sins.” v .

THE RICH FOOL.

The Rer, John Cooke, of Maidenhead, once,
when travelling, fell in with a rich farmer, who
was very unwilling to listen to any sgerious.
remarks which he was disposed to make, and
ot length said with a sneer, * T dow't like re-
ligion, and I told youso.” “You are not asin-
gular farmer, sir,” replied Mr Cooke.  “ 1have
read of one whom you greatly reseinble. 'The
farmer to whom I allude, finding his ground
very productive, and hus harns too small, re-’
solved to build larger barns and filling them;
and said to his soul, ‘Sonl, thou hast much
goods laid up for many years; take thine ease,
eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto
him, Fhou fool ! this night thy soul shall be
required o thee: then whose ghall those.
things be which thoun hast provided 7, Inke
xii, 19,,20. Now sir, I thij.’\{k you. :u}i;m?:

MR ia . )
yourse.lfhn}tl_ns gcltl;lr;eéelf ine{:altb, ease, and’
very rich, Vi % God in the world! No-
pleasure, “wjthoyt God in

doubt his neighbours envied and flattered him;
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but no one dared to reprove so rich a man.—
And if no one reproved ; his sins, and many
flattered them as virtnes, he never heard the
truth. This accounts for our Lord's words”
‘How hardly shall they that have riches
euter the kingdom of God?” But although
he thought himself wise, and others wished to
be like him, God addresses him differently—
“Thou fool I’ ” )

“ Why, sir, do you suppose the only wise
God called him a fool 77 He was silent.

“ But, candidly, do not you think he wasa
fool ?”

*1 shall not say, sir.

“ Well, sir, if you will allow me to hazard
an opinion, he a?peal‘s a fool—

“ll. Because he preferred his body to his
soul.

“2 Because he preferred the world to God.
¢ Eat, drink, and be merry,’ was the extent of
his ain. :

«3, Because he preferred time to eternity:
*Thou hast goods laid up for many years.’

. “Becaasehe lived a8 if he should never die; |
and, whilst presuming on many years, exposed :
his soul to all the hotrors of a sudden death, |
without repentance, without forgiveness, with-
out holiness, without hope.”

STORY OF A RAVEN.

In a village near Warsaw there lived a
pious peasant of German extraction, by
name Dobry. Without his fault he had
fallen into arrear with his rent, and the;
landlord determined to evict him; and it |
was wintér. He went to him three times

in vain. It was evening, and the wvext

day he was to be turned out with all bis

family, when, as they sat there in sorrow, !

the church bell tolled for evening prayer; |

and Dobry kneeled down in their midst,
. and they sang—

¢ Commit thou all thy griefs
And ways into his hands.”

And as they came to the last verse—

- «When thou wouldst all our need supply
Who, who shall stay thy hand ?”

there was a knock at the window. It was
an old friend, a raven, that Dobry’s grand-
father had taken out of the nest and
tamed, and then set at liberty. Dobry

ned the window, the raven hopped in,
and in his bill there was a ring set with
precious stones. ’
~ Dobry thought he would sell the ring;

bat he thought again that he would bring
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it to his minister; and he, who saw at
once by the crest that it belonged to King
Stanislaus, took it to him, and related the
story. And the king sent for Dobry, and
rewarded him, so that he was no ‘more in
need; and the next year built him a new
house, and gave him cattle from his own
stall; and over the house-door there is an
iron tablet, whereon is carved a raven with
aring in his beak, and underneath this
verse— .
“ Thou everywhere hast sway,
And all things serve thy might;

Thy every act purt blessing is,
Thy path unsullied light.”
— Good Words.

" THERE IS ROOM.,

What a glorious declaration is this i
regard to the Gospel! There yet is room.
Milkons have been saved, but there is room.
Millions have been invited, and have come,
and have gone to heaven; but heaven is
not yet full. There is a banquet there which
no number canexhanst; there are fountaing
which no number can drink dry; there are
harps there which other hands can styike:
and there are seats there which others{may
occupy. Heaven is unot full, and there yet
is room. The Sabbath school teacher may
say to his class, there yel is room; the pa-
rent may say to his children, there yet is_
room ; the minister of the Gospel may go
and say to the wide world, yetis room.
Themercy of God is not exhausted; the
blood of the atonement has not lost his effi-
cacy;heaven is mnot full. What a =sad
message it would beif we were compelied to
go and say, “There is no more room,
heaven is full. No other onecan be saved.
No matter what their prayers, or tears, or
sighs, they cannot be saved. Every place
is filled; every seat is occupied!” Bat,
thanks to God, this is not the message we
are to hear: and if there yet is room, come
sinners, young and old, and enter into
heaven. Fill up that room, that heaven
may be full of the bappy and the blessed.
Ifany part of the universe is to be vacant,

O let it be the dark world of woel—.dlbert
Barnes,
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WHO WILL BE A SOUL-GATHERER?

pe—

By the Authoress of “ The Child of the
Kingdom.”

CriLprex,—Will you help in this harvest-
work? Will you glean after Chrigt? When
you' are alone with a playmate, sing one of
the sweet songs that first made you happy.—
Pray for him. . . . .

Does the name “Soul-gatherer ” seem strange
to you? It came from a mother,standing by
the pillow of & child like you, waitiug to see
its spirit pass away. Long weeks of sickness
had brought it very low. A friend arrived at
the house to wait for the night train. “ Go
and sce him,” said the child. And when her
mother came back, she asked, “Did yon find
out if he had come to Jesus yet?” “ No,"—
“Oh, then, I'll try to be able to see him before
he goes.” A fit came on, and, unasked, the
stranger, with others, sprang into the room,
where the child lay in agony, to give his help.
‘When breath came back, they were left alone.
“Will you speak of Jesus to-night to the
people in the train?” asked the child, gently.
“Well, I fear not” “Oh! you cau't have
come to Jesus then: everybody that has Jesus
tries to bring more to Him.” Oncemore a
paroxysm of the illness brought ali into the
room. That time the stranger feared he
should never see these lips move again; but
as the child lay back on his arm, and while
he beut in fond love over her, saying, “What
troubles my darling? is it pain?’ the smile
returned, and the child said. “ Nothing trou-
bles me but your soul, because you haven't
Jesus. Do trust Him now, and youll be so
happy. I don't sleep; somebody needs to
stay with me. Stay you: do stay, and per-
haps you'll find Jesus before morning.” Far
on in the morning, while the train still carried
him hundreds of miles away, and the lamps
burned low beside the watchers, these pale
lips whispered, “ No, I can't sleep; but I'm
praying for him. Iwonder if he has found
Jesus in the train, and if he's telling the rest
bow_to find Him! He has so sweet a face;
but if he had Jesus, you would see it far
8weeter.” Another day and night, and there
Was almost no pulse and no pain, yet the little
one could whisper, word by word, * Write for
e, and say I wonder if he has found Jesus.”
The Lord said, “Mother, wilt thou give the
child to me?” and her heart said, “No.” But
her soul said, « Yes, Lord. Though I cannot
81ve up my child, take Thou thy little sour-
GATHRRRR.,” For she thought she saw an
:.lnigel divide the waters, and her own child

mb, with the ripe ears gathered in early

moming, up to the "footstool of the great
Wwhite throne. (Dan. xii. 3.) &

“10t v

Bosox Friexs,—Whether you be fellow-
stndents, or fellow-servants, or even should
seas roll between you, making your love all

the less selfish, that it expects little from earth
and all in beaven, will you let Jesus stamp
that friendship with love for the lost? 'Throw
that love of yours—God's sweet gift—though
barren still of good to any but yourselveg—
throw it as a plank across the gulf between
theliving and the dead. Let him who pleads
best under shade of the mercy-seat lodge
within the veil. Let him who can work near
the pit's edge, and who [eels how each: devil's
arrow glides off him on the Captain’s shield;
let him linger among the lost, make errands
among the perishing with a heart of love, and
with a tongue of fire, saying, “ Behold the
Lamb!” Give these two glowing hearts to
God to be fired for the first time, or fired
anew, by love divine. Next New Years
Day shall not your pillar of remembrance be
buiit of living stones, which your hands have
carried off Satan’s ground? Do it with all
your might as those who rescue the dying.—
Sacrifice something. The men who lift the
wounded after bloody battles will scarcely
s:op to pluck wild flowers growing near the
slain.

Morser,—Could not God make that home
of yours the place of blessing? Lease to
Him, for one year, without conditions, beart
and home. Seehow He can use them. Like
one in search of a rare flower, passing many a
gay garden by, did Jesus once search Judea,
looking out for rarrm. * * * * x %
Shall He not find it by first planting it—in
that crashed heart of yours? Yield your
home up to Him to he blest. “ He that be-
lieveth on me, as the scripture hath said, out
of him shall flow rivers of living water. This
spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe
on him should receive.” Like the foutains
that play day and night inthe hall in warm
countries, Christ can first dig and il and then
keep flowing in your dwelling a well of living
water. Remember, He has the great river
beside the throne to fill it from! Beware of
staying His hand. Beware of seeking to
guide or control these waters. Take no charge

| of them except to take an hourly draunght your-

self. Be always-there to serve them out to
each thirsty visitor, There is no rule how.—
Each one who gives himself quite away to
Christ will find a way. Do not put on &
grave face. Describe the unseen Lgrd to
the blind guest, seated at your side, just as
you would tell a stranger how kind your own
husband is, and how happy your children make
you. All forced, stiff ment_:on-of-Hnm ceases
When He is near. Ask Him thateach fn_end
who comes in may bring or get His blessing,
Let the children help you. Train them up to



102

Yeel that the guiltiest miser on God's earth is !
e who can hide the gold of Ophir in a selfish

breast and see his neighbour go poor for ever.

Accustom the children to listen for Christ’s

footstep in the house. What you and they

Join in asking God to do, they at least—for

their fuith is simplest—will expect tosee done.

Soon He may make you a household of Soul-

gatherers.  “ Andithe name of the housefrom i
taat day shall be Jehovah-Shammah—tux
LoRD 18 THERE.”

-~

WHAT IS BELIEVING?

Wiaar is this Lelieving, which is of such
matehless iinportance.  What is the nature
of this {aith which gives a man such amaz-
ing privileges?  Here is a rock on which
many make shipwreck.  And yet there is
nothing rezlly mysterions and hard to
understand about saving belief.  The whole
Qlfienlty arises from man's pride and self-
vizhteousness. It is the very simplicity of
st ing fuith at which thousands stamble.
They eannet understand it because they
will mor staop,

Believing on Christis 70 mere intelleet-

mal asseit ov lelief of the heud. This is (the answer 1o many a praver.
We may | child, I wasindeed very long before I found

1no more than the faith of devils,
believe that there was a divine person called
Jesus Christ, who lived and died and rose
again, eighteen hundred years ago, and yet
never, believe 80 as to be saved. Doubt-
Jess there must be some kuowledge before
we can believe. There is no true religion
in ignorance. But knowledge alone is not
saving faith.

Believing on Christ, again, is net mere
Jeeling something about Christ. This is
often no more than temporary excitement,
which, like the early dew, soon passes away.
We may®he pricke:d in eonscience, and feel
drawing= toward the gospel like Herod and
Felix. 'We may even trem!le and weep,
and show much affection for the truth
and those that professie.  And yetall this
time our hearta and wills may remain utterly
unchanged and secretly chuined down to
the world.  Doubtless there is no saving
faith where thereis no feeling. But feel-
ing alone is not faith,

True belief in Christ is the unreserved
trust of a heart convinced of sin, in Christ,
as an all-sufficient Saviour. It is the
combined act of the whole man’s bead,
conscience, heart, and will. It is often so
waak and feeble at first, that he who has it
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cannot be persuaded that he hasit. And
yet, like life in the new-born infant, his
belief may be real, genuine, saving and
true. The moment that the conscience is
convinced of sin, and the heud sees Christ
to be the only one who can save, and the
heart and will lay bold on the hand that
Christ holds out, that moment there is
saving faith.
J. C. Ryis.

————te e ——————————

THE CHILD'S REST.

Ina quiet parlor in a street in London,
sat a middle-nged. man in deep thought.
He had that evening returned from a
prayer-mecting, where he had seen the
Holy Spirit's work in many astricken soul,
On the other side of the fire sat his little
daughter, Ler fice balf-hidden in herhands,
and in thought as deep, but for her own
sins. « Faiher, were you very long befora
you foun:l peace?” inquired the child.

His eyes rested on the pale sad counten-
ance up-turned to his ewn, and read therein
“Yes, my

peace; butl left off seeking peace and
sought only Jesus. When 1 had Jesus I
had peace t00.” He spoke no more: he
knew that the Holy Spirit’s work had hegun
in the young soul; he was constrained to
be silent, and see the salvation of God.
He saw it. The day of rest for her soul
came. A happy lurk-like song sounded
from the chamber where his little danghter
Jay.  None who tasted of the joy born of
the Holy Spirit need ask, « Wherefore dost
thou Jaugh ¢ Her heart rippled over with
gladness, rejoicing in the peace that passeth
all understanding. The Lord hail ueed of
har.  Slhie was not too young to know him
and love him; she was not too young to
die; for she believed in that Jove in whieh
she was to rejoice evermore, .
Theheavenly busbandman sent the north
wind and the south wind upon the little
bud. Sickness came, and weakness, and
weariness, but it was well, for the flower
was to bloorn for the upper garden; and
the Lord looking on it, loved it. There
was sunshine as well as shade upon thag
death-bed. She loved to look to heaven,
and would entreat for the curtains to be
left vndrawn in her sick chamber that she
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might watch the stars.  « T love tosee the
beautiful pavement on which the angels are
treading,” she would say. I shall soon
be among them, justified! I havea right
10 be there with Jesus.” Some two months
went by, and then the hour of rest came;
she was not, for God took her,

Now this child saw herself a sinner, and
she believed that there was a Saviour; but
until she knew him as having pardoned her
sins, she could not know peace. “In e
ye have peace.” S8he believed, and he
- gave her that rest which be offers to all
who go to him.  She sought neither in
toys, nor books, noreven in natural atfection,
to 1ill that void in her soul. None of these
things coulil satisfv. She sought Christ;
and having him, she was made partaker
ofthe promise—*They which have believed
do enter into rest.”

THE EXHAUSTLESS FULNESH.

“ It pleased the Father that in Him
should all fulness dwell;” dwell, not come
and gv, like a wayfaring man who tarrieth
but a vight, who is with us to-day, and
away to-morrow; not like the shallow,
Noisy, treacherous brook that fafls, when
most needed, in heat of surmner; but like
this deep-seated spring, that rising silently
though afffuently at the mountain’s foot,
and having unseen communication with its
exhaustless supplies, is ever flowing over its
grassy margin, equally wnaffected by the
long dronghts that dry the wells, and the
frosts that puve the neighbouring lake with
Ice.  Bo fuil the joys of earth; so flow,
supplied by the fulness that is in- Christ,
the pleasures and' the peaes of piety. It
Sannot be otherwise. * If a man love me,”
*ays Jesus, “ he will keep my words;
and my Father will love him, and we will
Some unto him, and make our abode with
hlm,”

I'have read how, in the burning desert,
¢ skeletons of unhappy travellers, all
Withered und white, are found, not only on
® way to the fountain, but lying grim
and ghastly on its banks, with their skulls
tretched over its very margin, Pauting,
zl:it: their tomgue cleaving tothe roof of

m . : e ol
for i gillttl); ready to-fik a cup with: gold

well, Mearing their course by the tall palms

water, they press on: to-the
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that stand full of hope above the glaring
sands. Already, in foud anticipation, they
drink where others had been saved. They
reach it. Alas! sad sight for the dim eyes
of fainting men—the well is dry. With
stony horror in their looks, how they gase:
into the empty busin, or fight with man
and beast for some muddy drops that but
exasperate their thrist! The desert reels
around them. Hope expires. Some cur-
sing, some praying, they sink, and them-
selves expire:  Aud bj-and-by the sky
darkens, lizhtnings flash, loud thunders:
roll, the rain pours downs;. and, fed by the
showers, the treacherous waters rise to play
in mockery with long fair tresses, and ki<#
the pale Jips of death,

But yonder, where the cross stands up-
high to nrork the fountain of the Saviour's
blood, and Heaven's sanctifying grace, no
dead soulslie. Once a Golg.tha, Calvary’
bas ceased to-be a place of skulis.  Where
men went onee to die, they go now tolive
and to pone that ever weut there to seck
pardon, and peace, and holiness, did God’
ever say, * Seek yo me in vain” There:
are times when the peace of God’s people,.
always like a river, is like ome in flood,
overflowing its margin, and rolling its:
mighty current between bank and bras.—
{ There-are-times when the righteousness of
God’s peoplé, always like the waves of the:
sea, seemg like the tide at the stream, as,
swelling beyond its ordinary bouudy, 1t
flouts the boats and ships that lie highest,
driest on the beach. But at all times aud
seasons, faith aud prayer amd fulness- of
mercy to pardon, and of grace to sanctify;
in Jesus Christe  The supply is inexaus-
tible.

Mountains have been exhausted of their
gold, mines of their diamonds, and the
depths of ocean of their pearly gzms. Th)
demand has emptiel the supply. Over
once husy sevrres, silence and solitude now
reign; the caverns ring no longer to the -
wine’s hamner, nor is the song of the
peail-fisher beard upon the deep. Butthe
r'clies of grace are inexhaustible. Allthat
have goue before us, have not made them.
less, and we shail not make them. less. to:
those who follost us» When they Lave
supplied' the- wants of unborn milkous, the
Rust. of Adnw's race, that Jonely mmiy, over
whose head the sun is dyiuge beveath
[whmefe«&l.hﬂ»eaxthilﬂﬂl"‘ﬁ‘’%'1"“‘1IL staad
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by as full a fountain as this day invites you
'to drink and live, to wash and be clean.

I have found it an interesting thing to
stand on the edge of a noble rolling river,
and to think, that altbough it has been
flowing on for six thousand years, watering
the fields and slaking the thirst of a hun-
dred geuerations, it shows no sign of waste
or want; and when I have watched the
rise of the sun, as he shot above the crest
of the mountain, or in a sky draped with
golden eurtains, sprang up from his ocean
bed, I have wondered to think that he
has melted the snows of o many winters,
and ren:wed the verdure of so many
springs, and painted the flowers of so
many summers, and vipened the golden
harvests of so many autumns, and yet
shines as brilliant as ever, his eye not dim,
nor his natural strength abated, nor his
floods of light less full for centuries of
boundless profusion. Yet what; are these
but images of the fulness that is in Ckrist$
Let that feed your hopes, and cheer your
hearts; and brighten your faith, and send
you away this day happy and rejoicing.—
¥or, when judgment flames have licked
up that flowing stream, and the light of
that glorious sun shall be quenched in
darkness or veiled in the smoke of a burn-
ing world, the fulness that is in Christ
shall flow on throughout eternity in the
bliss of the redeemed. Blessed Saviour,
Image of God, Divine Redeemerd in thy

_ presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand
there are pleasures evermore. ~ What
thou hast gone to heaven to prepare, may
we be called up at death to enjoy !l —Dr.
Guthrie.

A DEAD SOUL.

What astill and solemn place, in general,
is the house in which a dead body lies,
before its burial! As in Solomon’s temple
“there was neither hammer, nor axe, nor
any tool of iron heard in the house while
it was in building,” so all is silence while
the temple of the body is dissolving. People
walk on tip-toe, and speak in whispers in
the presence of death.

But how much more fitted to inspire terror
and to strike with awe is the thought, that
there may be a dead soul in the house—a
dead soul in a living body!

THE GOOD NEWS.

See how calmly he reposes after the tofls,
after the sins of the day! See how sweetly
she sleeps after the fatigues of work, and
the cares of domestic life, with which not
one thought of God or eternity has been
mingled, or a prayer to Heaven offered up |
Oh, “what is the chafl to the wheat?” what
is & dead body in comparison with a dead
soul? ' :

And vet there may be a dead soulin
every house throughout theland. It makes
one sit down in dumb silence to start
up in the wildest terror, but to think ofiit,
much more to realize it to be true in your.
own dwelling. Lord, isit I? Isitmy
partner in life? Is it any of my children,
those objects of the strongest affections of my
heart #—is it possible {—can it be

O living God ! with whom is the fountain
oflife, take the dead amongst us by the hand, -
lift them up, and say unto them, Live! O
thou who art the resurrection and the life,
by thine own resurrection from the dead,
reise them to the power of an endless life!
ard thou the life-giving Spirit, breathe upon
dead souls, and awake them, lest they sleep
the slcep of death!

And ye, ministers of the word of life,
conse not to cry in the ears of men, “ Why
will ye diel” «Thisis life eternal to know
the true God, and Jesus Christ whom he
hath sent.” ¢ Arise from the dead, and
Christ shall give you light.”"— Weekly
Record.

CHEERFUL TEACHERS.

How much does usefulness in the world
depend upon a pleasing demeanor and an
agreeable manner? We have often seen
efforts to do good prove fruitless, just be-
cause of the barsh or rude way in which they
were done.

When Lord Peterborough stayed fora
time with Fenelon, he was so delighted with
his piety and amiability, that he exclaimed
at parting, «* If I remain here any longer,
Ishall become a Christian in spite of myself!”
Could such anidea asthat have been formed
by a visitor i your home, dear reader{

As ateacher of the younmy,it is of the
greatest importance to cultivate a cheerful
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_and friendly spirit.  Children are very sus-
ceptible and observant, and they are easily
repelled by a hasty look or an unkind word.
Tn the brief memoir of a poor old woman,
the writer observes, I always felt how beau-
tifulthe Christian character appeared in
Jeanie, and that even the irreligious most
huve admired it She was spoken of among
the children as the “old women who loved
God.« 1neverknew them bestow the same
appellation upon another. She had a very
happy way of winning the artless affection
of children, and never missed an opportu-
nity of dropping an earnest word to them
about that blessed truth which all must be-
coms little childrentolearn,telling them that
they would either be prepared for longer
days, or fit for early death. Her cheertul-
ness kindness of heart showed itself in
her peculiar kindness of manner.” -

'WﬁERE DCES THIS ROAD
LEAD TO ¢

A stranger was once walking a public
road, when he came to a place where two
roads met. Seeing an old man seated un-
der a tree near by, he went to him and
pointing toward the roads asked—

“Friend, can you tell me where those
_two roads lead to?”

% That parrow road to the right leads to
the church, sir,” the old man replied,
“and the broad one to the left leads to the
Jail? ,

A wide difference truly, yet not nearly
80 wide as the difference between the only
two roads by which immortal men can

trivel to eternity * Wide is the gate and
broad iz the way that leadeth To DRSTRUC-
TIORI”  « Strait is the gate and narrow
18 the way which leadeth uxto LIFE!” O
awful divergence! Destruction, HgLL,
DAMNATION at the end of one rvad;
life, aEAvEN, SALVATION at the end of
the other. :

Years are milestones on these roads to

-eternity. Eighty milestones mark the ex-
treme limits of both. Yet few, very few,
reach the fiftieth stone without finding their
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terminus to the road. Dear reader, how
far are you from the end of the road you
have chosen? Perhaps you are on your
last mile! Wouldn't it be well to look to
its end? Which road are you in? Tur
sroap rRoap? Is it possible? Can you,
who were nursed in a Christian home, be
in the broad road? It is too true, O man
of many prayers, you are in that awful
road, and near its end too. Will you not
then solemnly inquire, Where does my
road lead to? The most high God who
is to judge you, the Saviour whom youn
reject, tho Holy Ghost whose graee yoi
resist, the men and women who have prs
ceded you on the road, all reply, «Ir
LEADETH To DESTREOTION!” Dare you
tread it any longer?!

THE TRINITY.

A fine new church edifice had just been»
rected in the city. It was within view. Its
dome was being finished. A nnmber of dials
appeared for a city clock. Let us sappose
there were just three of these, exactly alike,
equal in size and importance, and soon to be
connected with the common mechanical ar-
rangement within. This may aid to an under-
standing of the Trinity. "The mvisible chron-
ometer may represent that indissoluble essence
of the Godhead called Jehovah; and these
dials its persons, called Father, Son, and
Spirit. There is one clock, but three dials;
and yet each dial is a full and complete clock,
and still there are not three tjme-pieces, but
only one. If we number these dials first, se-
cond, and third, the individuals who reside in
that part of the city on which number two
reflects or points, can see all that is necessary
in regurd to the division of time, without see-
ing either of the others. The word “face”is
used in Scripture as that feature in the second
persen of the 'P'rinity, in which all communie-
able excellencies of Jehovah are made to ap-,

r'to man. Now, as Christ is the dial, or
face, of the Deity that is turned to a sinfal.
world, 80 in him we see all the falnesb of the:
Godhead. On this we are all urged to look
and be saved; and surely the light of the know-
ledge of the glory of God in this *face” will
be the grau&st exhibition of divine -beauty
that the greatest saint Will ever see.
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GOD’S THOUGHTS TOWARD US.

« Tay thoughts to us-ward: they cannot be
reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would
declare and spenk of them, they are more
than can be numbered,” (Ps. xl. 5.)

Meditaie on what He who is rae Worp
suggests—," God's thowghls toward wus!”
The unnambered multitude of His thoughts
of Jove 1o us! The forests with their
countless leaves, the giass on every phain
and mountain of earth, with its number=
less blades, the sands on every sbore of
every river and oeean, the waves of every
#ea, and the drops of every wave of every
sen, the stars of beaven—none of these, nor
a combined, could aftord an adequate
ideaof “ Histhoughts towardus!” +There
+4no comparison to these,” nothing wheres
with to help out astatement. Aund the
depth of lovein every one of these thoughts!
Who can sit down and meditate on Redemp-
ption’s wonders! Who would not be con-
founded !

“o4

COMMUNION WITH CHRIST:

Wheu once the soul of the believer hath
ohtained sweet and real communion with
Christ, it looks about him, watcheth all temp-
tations, all wayswhereby sin might approach,
te disturb bhim in his enjoyment of his dear
Lord and Saviour, kis desire and rest.” How
doth it charge itself not to omit anything, nor
to do anything that may iuterrupt the com-
munion obtained! A believer that hathr got-
ten Christ in his arms, is like on¢ that bhath
found great spoils, or a pearl of priee. He
looks ubout him every way, and fears every-
thing that may deprive him of it. Riches
make men watchful; and the actual posses-
sion of HYm, in whom are &'l the riches and
treasure of God, will muke men look about
them for the keeping of Hiw. The line of
choicest commumnion is & line of the greatest
spiritual sollcitouspess) curelesssess tx the en-

" joyment of Christ }otended, is & manifest evi-
Sace of u fWss Loast, e Owen,

THE GOOD KNEWS.

PICTURE OF THE UNGODLY.

BY THE REV. C. H. 8PURGEON,

At the seaport town of Garlieston one
day lately, certain workmeq were busy pre-
paring a better berth for a vessel which
seems (0 have taken the ground a liitle
too seon. On a sudden some one raised a
cry that the ship was listing over, and
while some four men were able to escape,
one poor fellow was unable to do so, and
the ship fell upon his lower extremities and
loins.  Now this was thought perhaps, to-
be wo great danger, for they could take
the shudge aud extricate him. So they
began to shore the ship, and willing hands
brought ropes and blocks, and wedges, and
earnest strength.  But they soorrdiscovered
that the thing was impossible from the na~
ture of the bottom of the river, and from
the position of the cargoy whichy I suppose,
they could not speedily reinove. The man:
was jammed under the bulwarks, and must
remain fixed there without hope. There
was just one awful hour befot® the coming
tide would reaelr the'spot. Well might a
solemn hush succeed the frantic Jabours of
the townsmen as death was seen riding on
the advancing flood. The poor creature
had to lie there that hour as the tide came
gently im. - A mriuister stood by his side
praying with him; let us trust that bis souk
found peace with God! But O the terror
of his position; well might he say, “ Cever
my head, that T may not see the water.”
Stealily the cold unpitying waters flowed
on until acorpse was hidden, where an honr
or so before a stronga mun laboured. This:
is a graphic picture of the positionof every
tngodly man! He does not know it, but
thie waves of time are coming up about him
now, and we cannot help him to escape—~-
The load of his sins is om his loing: he
cannot deliver himeelf; the great waters of
God’s wrath must swallow him up quick.
O, sinner, would that I could save thee!
Alas, it is not in my power! Baut there is
an arm that can deliver thee; there'is one
who can lift the burden off theey and say
to thee, “Be free!” Believe in Him aad
;thou shult aver die,
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Sabbath School Lessons.
February 22nd, 1863,
FIVE THOUSAND FED.-Matt, xiv. 13-21.

1. YHE MULTITUDE RESORT TO JESUS.

Into a desert place apart—To be out of
danger from Herod. Christ’s “ hour was not
yet come."—They Jollowed him—for healing
and instraction. How attractive must the
teaching of our Saviour have been!

2. THE MULTITUDE FED.

Send the multitude away—They were
equal in number to a Roman legion—to the
population of a large town, He commanded
the multitude to sit down—In this miracle our
Saviour's omnipotence was displayed ; the
same power that created a world out of noth-
ing, miraculously multiplied the loaves and
fishes. How consoling to the Christian the
thought that bis Saviour is Almighty! We
have in this miracle an image of the_ gospel
feast. "I'he famishing multitude represent
souls hungering after righteousness; the disci-
ples, the ministers of Christ who can only give
what they have received from their Lord.e—
The remark of Brentius on this miracle is
worth notice. He says, “the whole sixth

shapter of 5t. Joha is the true explanation of |

the use of this miracle. Christ is the bread
gf life, and he who eats of him shall live for
ver.”

. Leara. 1. That we should seek Jesus.

is the multitude did. Many did so no
doubt merely to be healed of their bodily
tickness, but many also that they might get
€ood to their souls, The latter should be our
great object in seeking the Lord. So intent
Were the multitude upon following him that

ey resorted to him even in a desert, and it
8eems had forgetten to take with them their
Beceasary food. . Thus earnest should we be
m seeking our soul’s salvation.
« That Jesus is a compassionate Saviour,
;€ wag moved with compassion toward the
multitude. It was compassion that brought
m down to earth from heaven. Compassion
g"’“@d bhim to mocp gver Jerusalem, Luke xiii.
34, to suffer and die for sinnera, and compas-
-:lwmoves hirg atill to feed the hungry soul,
0 clOQ;lxe the agked, and to send away the
Poor, sin-sick suppliant in peace.

8. That Jesus is able tp supply all our
't‘;)"":‘!u He is the God of providence. He
tod fed the five thm}sand ODi ﬁv&*loaves and
A o8 can syrely supply the poor be-
liever's-tuiribje wants. He that r&'ha the

Ot ot Phil. iv. 6.

rely also fead the body;
& Thot g should supplicaly the

blewsing On. the good things of this life—
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‘What pleasure can the best things in this
world afford to those who regard them not as
coming from a kind and loving Father’s hand?
to those whose cold hearts are warmed with
no gratitnde, ng love? But when we view
even creature comforts as bounties from the
band of our gracious God, however humble or
seanty may be our fare, then, and only then,
can we be said to enjoy them.

5. Thatwe should not waste. The fraz-
ments werc taken up. Jesus gives us not his
bounties to be destroyed. There is 1o room
for extravagance while there are poor to feed,
and the gospel to propagate.

March, 1st, 1863.

NADAB AND ABINU~~Lrv.

I.—THE TRANSGRESSION.

x. 1-20.

Nadab and Abihu were the eldest of
Aaron’s four sons. Took ecither of them
| his censer,~the eenser was a brazen instrn-
: ment with a place in one extremity for the
i fire, over which the incense was seattered.—
' The incense was a mixture of arenratic oint-
| ments and spices. which wken burned filled
tthe air with frasmnee. Tt represented
| the prayers of the saints, Tsal. ex 2=
. Strange fire. Tire frem the clond which
overhung the tabernacle hal consumed the
burnt-offering, as it lay on the aitar. This
flame was ever after kept burning, and from
it alone it was lawful to kindle any sacrifice
or burn incense. Contrary to this ordinauce,
Nadab and Abihu used common fire. Fire
from the Lord,—the fire which before con-
sumed the sacrifice, now consumed the sacrifi-
cers. Upon this Bishop Hall well observes,
“ Tt is a dangerous thing in the service of God
to decline from his own institutions; we have
to do with a God who is wise to prescribe his
own worship, just to require what he has pre-
scribed, and powerful to revenge what he hag
not prescrihed,” o

I.~—~WHAT MOSES SAID..

The sin of Nadab and Abijhu may seem
but trivial to us, but that it wag not so in the
sight of God, their punishment evineed,
will be sanctified. Before all Israel. (God had
been dishanoured, and before all Israel, ho
vindicated his honour. Uncover net gour
heads. This was a perpetnal law, Lev. xxi.
1-10; perhaps as a symbol that no grief eoters
the upper sanctuary.

1II.—~WHAT THE LORD SA'D.

d himself delivers a new law to Aaran,
prg:i)biti:; the use of strong drink to the

reasons

Divine m;u, while engaged in the temple se:vice.

for this law were,

that they m‘@lﬁ
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preserve the worship of God pure and intact,
and that they might be the better qualified to
teach others,

IV.—THE SACRIFICE NOT EATEN,

Moses reminds Aaron and his sons of the
commands regarding their eating the parts of
the sacrifices not burued, and enjoins strict
obedience.  Aaron does not comply with the
command.  Moses, thongh angry at first, was
satisfied when Aaron explained the reasons of
his conduct, v. 19.

Learx 1. That we can only approach
God through Christ. Tle alone is the way—
thenew and living way. “No man,” said our
Saviour to his disciples, “cometh unto the
Father, but by me;” John xiv. 6. All those,
who like Nudab and Abilu, approach God
Ly ways of their own devising, will find him
“ a consuming fire,”

2. That we should take heed lest we full
into presumptuous sin. The high honours
wd privilezes which had just been conferred
upon Nadah and Abihy, rendered them pre-
suming; Lut the more we receive from God
the humbler should we become.  The Psalm-
ist's prayer should be ours, Psal. xix. 12,

3. That we shorld prayerfully endeavour
o submit our will to the will of God. How
sad it must have been to Aaron to see his
nearest friends thuseut off in their sins!  Yet
strengthened and supported by Moses, he
could endure his affliztion with quiet resigna-
tion, and say, like Kli in similar circumstances,
« It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth him
good.”

4. That we should dread the sin of
drunkenness. The prohibition laid by the
Lord upon Aaron and his sous, regarding
wine and strong drink, connected as it 18 with
the sin and punishment of Nadab and Abihu,
renders it highly probable that their trans-
gression was, at least partly, owing to the in-
fluence of strong drink. How many have
erred through intoxicants! Noah, Lot, and
Nabal are instances for our warning and in-
struction.

5. That God judges us not by the action
but the motive. 'T'he transgression of Aaron’s
sons was summarily punished, but his own
nou-ohservance of the command was forgiven,
because his motive was good.

—

When we are alone, we have our thoughts

to watch; in the family, our temper;in
company, our fongues.

I see in other sinners what I am; in
Josus, what I should be.

THE GOOD NEWS.

Pictures for the Ohﬂdreh.

GOD’S CHOICE OF A FRIEND.

The Lord seeth not as man seeth, for
man looketh upon the outward appearance,
but the Lord looketh upon the heart. As
a man thinketh in his heart, so is he in
the sight of God. And when God
wants an instrument to do a work for him,
he generally selects one, whom the world
would not expect. When he wanted to
set a king upon the throne of Isruel, who
would do all his pleasure, he mwade choice
of a shepherd lad. When he wanted a
zealous and heroic preacher, he made
choice of a bloody persecutor. And when
in olden time he wanted a bosom friend,
where do you think he sought for one #—
He looked around among the shining
hosts of seraphim, and cherubim, but his
friand was not to be found there. He de-
scended to earth, to prosecute the search.
But he did not visit regal architecture,
where satraps wait upon their lord, the
king. Neither did he go to Salem, where
Melchizedek the priestly sovereign was
offering sacrifices to the most High God,
possessor of heaven and earth, nor yet to

the wise and the noble, nor to the sages of

the time. Earth has been ransacked, and
an unheard of shepherd in Uz, of the
Chaldees, is only found worthy. There
the son of Zerah may be secu serving othet
gods—bowing down to his idols, still Le is
the chosen one. For the Lord said unto
Abrabham. ¢ Get thee out of thy country
and from thy kindred, and from thy
father's house, unto a land that I will shew
thee; and I will make of thee a great
nation, and I will bless thee.” Abraham
hesitates not, promptly obeys the call
of Jehovali. ¢« He went forth, not know-
ing whither he went.” That morning
Abraham struck his tent, and prepared
for his journey it was all one to him,
whither it might lead. And what had hy
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to fear, for with the God of heaven for a
guide, he did not require to concern him-
self, as to his destination. He confided in
God, and God led him to Canaan. And
those who trust him now, and accept his
friendship, e will lead to Canaan still. And
the poorest, and the meanest, and the vilest
of the land may be his friends, for « not
many wise men after the flesh, not man
mighty, not many noble, are called: but
God hath chosen the foolish things of this
world to confound the wise, and God
hath chosen the weak things of this world
to confound the things which are mighty;
and base things of the world, and things
which are despised hath God chosen, yéa
and things which are not, to bring to
nought things that are.” XY Z

GOD IN HISTORY.

The praver of the patiarch, when he de-
sired to behold the Divinity face to face,
was denied; but Le was able to catch a
glimpse of Jehovah, after he hiud passed by ;
and so it fares with our search for Lim in
the wrestlings of the world,

It is when

he ].] con ic 18 over, tl N | i t ¥
t our o Ol ﬂ t 18 OV 1at hl- 'y .
! vy | ]l()[ﬁ'(}d out more a )llndﬂﬂﬂy tl.)‘dll at o hels’

comes toa right understanding of the strife,
aud is ready to exclaim, « Lo! God is here,
and we knew it not.” At the foot of every
Page in the annals of nations may be writ-
ten, ¢« God reigns.” Events as they pass
away “ proclaim their original, as they roll
Into the dim distance of the departed time,
berpetually chanting « Te Dewn Lauda-
mug” with all the choral voices of the
Ccountless congregation of the age.— Ben-
croft's History Discourses. °

-

HABIT.

I trust everything to habit, upon which, in
8l ages, the lawgiver as well as the school-
Master has maiuly placed his reliance; habit,
Which .makes everything easy, and casts all

liculties upon | deviation from a wonted
Course. Muke sobriety a habit, and intem-

Tance will be hateful; make prudence a
tﬂ i, and reckless profligacy will be as con-
rary to the child, grown oﬂult, as the most
8trocious crimes to any. ve a child the

abit of sacredly regarding truth, of carefully
1 Pecting the property of others, of scrupu-
:;:i’l{ abstaining from all acts of improvidence

I? Involve him in distress, and he will just

a3 likely think of rushing into an element in

which ke cannot breathe as of lyin
\ . g, or cheat-
g, or stealing —T,ord Brougﬂn

: him!
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THE WATERS ARE MOVING.

There was a man lying near the pool of
Bethesda. The workd has felt sorry for hims,
for nearly two thousand years. He could
not get into the water alone, and somebody
wag always before him if help was offered him.
There was a mystery about the water. An

Y | angel came and stirred it at times, and when

it was bubbling up, it had such healing powers
that the first patient who was put into it was
cured. Long and weary had been the years
of this poor sick sufferer at the spring.—
Thirty-cight years the disease had been upon
Perhaps he was an old man now. He
was friendless too.  Sick, old, and no friends!
Poor of course or he would have had plenty
of friends. But he had not one who cared
emough for him to help him ino the water,
though that would have healed him. And

| 80 he lay there to die.

The pool of Bethesda, the fountain of
health aud life in the Gospel of Jesus Christ,

.18 stirred just now, to its decpest depths, and

thousands are stepping in, one after another
and are healed.  Now is the time, the promised
time.  Though God is ever willing to hear

"and save the sinner turning anto him for life

and paydon, there are times when his Spirit is

and salvaiion seéms to be very near to all who
call upon him.  Such is the present time—the
dispensation of the Spirit. In many places
of our land, in many other lands the porehes
about the pool of Bethesda are daily filled
with the sin-sick aud suffering; the angel
comes down every day and stirs the water,
and the dying are healed. The waters are
troubled -all the time. 'T'heir healing efficacy
is felt with every passing hour, and one after
another testifies to their virtues, as he gives
glory to (God who has given health to his
perishing soul.

This is the time to get help. Let the
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteouns
man his thoughts, and let him torn to the
Lord for He will have merey upon him.—
Waiting to be gracious, He will hear if He
is spoken to now. 'The Saviour is passing by
uow. Call upon Him while he is near.

This isa good time to help others. Take
them by the hand and lead them if they cap
walk, and show them the way. Bring thems
to the porch of Pethesda. IBut do not leave
them there. Lead them in. If they are un-
able to go, take them in the arms of faith and
love, and lay them in the healing waters.—
Behold now is the day of salvation. Bring
your unconverted friends to Christ io this, the
day of his power. IrENZEUS, .

—~N.Y. Observer.
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THE SHADOW ON THE WALL.

«JIs this my Minnie?  Surely not!”
‘cried an old grandpapa, as he looked on
the fretful face of a little gitl who sat ona
atool Lolding a torn picture-book in her
Liand. Ounly a little Lefore, her merry
laugh had filled the room as che and Harry
fooked over it together; but angry words
hhad come, then angry blows, and now she
aat glomily gazing upon her disfigured
Lreasure.

« Never wind,” said the old gentleman;
“come to gravdpapa and he will make
pictures on the wall for you.”

It was a ues idea to Minnie, and she
watched the dancing shadows with delight
antil all traces of the late disaster had
-disapipeared. Ilarry, too, came stealthily
behind, that he might discover grandpapa's
trick. Now Harry was a great big school-
boy, who shonld have been ashamed of
teasing ls half-buby sister.

““ What makes a shadow, Harry ?” asked
his ‘grundfather.

«1t is something coming between us and
the light.”

* And what can take it away "

%“Moving away that something, T sup-

ore,” said Harry; «if you put away your,

and there will be no shadow.”

« Ave, jus! so,” said the old gentleman.
«t But.all shadows are not like this: there
are dark enough opet in the world,—dark
«ones sent by «God, and darkeratill brought
Dy mau's own sinful passions.” Then re-
wollecting that the children eonld uet un-
derstand his worde, he added, I like to
#ee the sunshine of good-humor on my
little Minuie's brow; but there was a dark
shadow on it a little ago,—who put it
there, Harey 77

Harry did not answer.  That night he
Iay thinking about the shadow on the wall
until be fell asleep and dreamed a dream.
He thought he saw a long road before him
hasking in sunshine, which seemed to lead
10 a Leautiful palace beyond, and his heart
wejoiced to think of the pleasant journey
Isfore bLiwg. Presently, however, he be-
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came perplexed by a number of flitting
shadows that followed and surrounded him
on all sides. In vain he looked around
and behind to discover whence they came.
At 1last, in despair, he called out, « Shad-
-ows, skadows, tell me what you are!” and
many voices began to speak to him at
once.,

“1,” said a little limping shadow upon
stilts, “1 am Discountent, and I have fol-
lowed you from the cradle.”

“1,” said a gigantic shadow in front,’
«“I am Passion, and you must follow
me.”

“1.” cried a little creeping one, *“‘am
Envy, and I am going to follow yom
now.” :

“L" eried @ huge broad shadow, «1
am Indolence, and I think of following
t00.”

« 1,7 said another in front, “am Pride,
and this is Ambition my brother, and we
two are leading you.”

1,7 eried the most distorted of all, “am
Selfishness, and youknow me well;” and
as he spoke he crept closer and closer, until
his shadow and Harry’s seemed 4o become
almost one,

“1)” and «L,” and «1,” 1esounded on all
sides, but Harry turned to iiree silent
sbadows on his right hand, “ And who
are you 7" he asked, with a trembling
voice.

« I” said the first, *am Sickness: but
I come from God that I may draw you
nearer to him, and further away from
these your tormeuntors.”

«1,” said the second, “am Sorrow, and
I come from God, and I too will lead to
him.”

And Harry "did net veed to ask the
name of the third, for he knew that it was
Death,

“ Do not fear me,” said that great, great,
solemn rhadow. “I too come from God,
and can bring you to a land where the
shadows flee away.”

Then Harry awoke and found it was &
dream. And Harry did not speak about
his dream, bu” auny one had asked bhim
wh{ that morfing he did mot, as usual,

t

try] to get the jbest of all that was upon
the breakfast t.af»le. perhaps he would have

told that he had seen a creeping shpdow
called Selfishuess, and wished to hold ne
brotherhood with him,
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. the place where the-writer lived. The first
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«CHRIST IN YOU.”
Cor. 1. 7.
) What remarkable words those are!f I
have read books m several different Jan-
1ages ; but, except as quoted from the
ible, I never met with any like them ele-
where. Who but an‘inspired writer would
venture to wuse such words: “Christ |
you?”  They are frequent, however, in
different forms in the Bible, and took their
nse from the promise of Christ to his dis-
eipless « If a man love me, my Father
Wwill love him; and we will come unto hin,
and. make our abede with him.” And
Again: « At that day ye chail know that
lam in my Father, and ye in me,and
i yon.”
 'I'hat these wotds may be understood
let me tell two stories. One relates to a
person who lived long ago, in the early
ages of the chureh; the other to a man
who lived and died a few years back, in

was a bishop, the second was a pilot.—
Both knew the meaning of the words
¥4l > : ” °

Christ in vou.

The bishop’s name was Ignatius, and
the chureh over which he presided was at

199

with their God and Saviour. Ignaties
had used this expression while stunding’
before Trajan. 'The heathen conquerar
wnderstood not its meaning. ¢ Whod'
asked be, “ 7 Christophoros 7" «He whes
carries Christ iz his heart,” answered the
venerable Ignativs. Dost thow, then;-
carry Christ in thy heart{” demanded ther
emperor. ¥ do,” said the faithful ser-
vant of a loving Master; « for it is writte
I will dwell in them, and they in me.
He then with great fervour, and amidst the:
impatience of the court, spoke freely to the'
great Trajan of the ruin of mankind by’
sin, and of salvation by Christ. He
warned the' emperor to turn from idols tor
the worship of the Oxe Gop. The con-
ference was very short between the cele-
brated sollier of the world, aud the ne
less celebrated soldier of the cross. The
question was put, “Dost thou, then, carry
Christ in thy heart ?” and the answer was
given, « I do;” and when the exhortation
of which T have spoken had been uttered,
this sentence was passed upoit the prisouer >
—« Since Ignatius declares that he earries
within himself the man who was crucified,
let him Le put in bouds, and carried to the:
great Rome, to be food for the wilil beasta,
and to make sport for the people.”” -

Antioch. He was well known, and cele-

This sentence was fully carried oufi-er

brated for Lis earnest devotedness to the | Tenatius was taken in chamns to the great

€ause of Christ. Little do- we know, in,
our highly favoured days, the trials of
those who lived in the times of Tenatius, |
hose were davs of fiery trial and bitter
Persecution.  "The Roman emperor Domi- |
ll'lan was the first who stretched forth hia |
X‘"(} against the chureh of Christ at
P )l‘.’(ﬁ“?ﬂ;, am} ‘hi§ evil example was closely
a 'ﬁé‘ff by Trajan,  Trajun was, indeed,
(f()urnecef and_fcarf'ul persecutor. In the
of hiq:- a tpumph{d march ’m;‘the head
one of :}:"." he :m'n'e:l at Antioch. As
was £ e.do:u-est plgvets of his ambition
) O destroy Christianity, the celebra‘ed
t;(::nttlus was Fpeedil»y brought.before the
R M; and pat on trial for Ins_hfe. ) There:
Amon SXpressrpn. at tha_t time in use
rom %ﬁ he Christians, derived, no doubt,
whick ‘: words before usgs Theophoros,”
.« (‘vhrismea]m “ (,}’od-bearer,' and anether,
wae eom;? 10r0s,” or ¢ (?hmhbenre-r.” It
selves b om-for. Christians to- call them-
Y these two. names, as expressing

the o0 they falt of their wuion

Rome. He was there thrown to the wilil
bensts, which were kept in dens for such
purposes, and by them he was torn piece-
meal. His agouy is deseribed as being
very short. The wild beasts quickly slew
and devoured bim, and his soul was sale
for ever with Him ¢ whom, having not
seen, he loved; and in whom, though then
he saw him not, vet believing, he rejoiced
with joy unspeakable and fuil of glory”
Yes, for he was. Ghristophores, or Christ-
Learer. [Te who dwelt within Him, had
used this method to prove: the power of’
his religion, and to call his serwant to him-
self,

Now let us turn from emperors, and
bishops, and martyrs of the olden time,
to the humble cottage of a pilot on our
enst seaconst. He was a fine-built man ‘a8,
vou ever saw~— tafl, skilful, and conragenus,
During the winter, when the portliern seas
are frozen, he was much.at- bome. 1 VR
ture to assute yon that at.such times ber

| Was Devex alisent fromn his acad in churchy,
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Whoever kept away, they got no encour-

,agement from him. There might you
have seen him in all weathers and at every
service. Every minister who knew this
fine specimen of a British sailor, felt thank-
ful for his presence, and encouraged by his
prayers. His life was holy, chaste, and
happy. His example, in all things, was a
good oue. He loved God, and served him
lovingly. But I must lead you to his
death-bed.

The strongest frame cannot ward off ill-
ness. Deatl comes with a seythe to cut
down the strong. oftentimes before the

weak. Long did James the pilot lie bat-
thing with disease. It was good to visit
him. None came away witlout learning

how great is the power of religion, how
upholding is the iufluence of faith. At
length the last moments came.  His family
were gathered round his bed, and the
clergyman of the parish had joined them.
The last struggle ceased.  He lay in per-
fect stillness, breathing faintly, and evi-
dentlv unconscious of those who were
standing at his bedside.  All present were
expecting the latest Dbreath, and some
thought that he was gone.  But suddenly

heseemed endued with preternatural power, !

<tas seeing Him who isinvisible.” He unex-
pectedly, and without the smallest apparent
effort, raised himself on his bed, and sat
upright.  His eyes opened, and he gazed
earnestly upwards.  He then raised his
hands with unspeakable solerunity he:m\"ell-
wards, and said, ¢ Clrist there;” and im-
mediately he drew back his hands to his
own breast, “ Christ here” This done,
his strength Jeft him as suddenly asit had
been sent. He fell back upon his pillow,
closed his eves, breathed for the last tim.e,
and his spirit was with God whe gave it.
He, too, was ¢ Christophoros,” or Christ-
bearer. No difference was there in heart
and spirit between the dying bishop of the
olden time, giving up his soul to God
among the lions which devoured'lnm'at
Rome, and the humble pilot who died with
his friends around him, in his own home,
Both were in Christ, and Christ was in
both of them.

You who are Christ-bearers will feel as
Christ feels about sin—about salvation—
about heaven; you will hate the first,

strive earnestly after the second, and look. 19, 20,
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forward to the third as your portion for
ever and ever.

Again, if you are a Christ-bearer, you
will love what Cbrist loves. Now Christ
loved his Father much, and in everything
consulted his honour. He also loved the
Sabbath, and the Bible, and the house of
God; and, added to all these, he loved the
sous and daughters of our race, and tried
to do them good. His servants will love
what he loved. If Christ be in us, we too
shall love God and eonsult his honour.—
We shall love our Bibles, our Sundays, and
our seat in God’s house. It will be our
earnest wish to spread the knowledge of
Christ to all around us, and to lead the
sons and daughters of our race to love him
also.

My reader, is % Christ in you?” Are
vou Christophoros ?

When you have read my two stories,
ponder for a few moments on these wonds
of the apostle, and pray over them: « Heo
that hath the Son hath life; and he that
hath not the Son of God (Z.e. in whom
Christ is not) Lath not life.”

The statement is very plain, and it is
most clearly expressed.

Christ in you; and you live.
not in you; and you perish.

Christ

THINGS WORTH KNOWING,

I know—that my Redeemer liveth.—
Job xix. 25.

I know—In whom I have believed ; and
am persusded that He is able to keep that

which T have committed unto Him against
that day. 2 Tim. i, 12.

Ye know—that He was manifested to
take away our sins. 1 John iii. 5.

We know—that all things work together
fq_r' good, to them that love God. Rom.
vui, 28,

We know—that if our earthly house of
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have
building of God, an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens, 2 Cor,
v. L

We know—tf when He shall appear
we shall he like Him; for we shall sep
Him as He is, 1 Johnm iii. 2; v. 15, 18,



