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~BCHEME OF THEOLOGICAL EDUCA'TION.

30 the Bditor —

%2 Sir—On the subject of educating young men for

1
+

the ministry in the Province, the Synod of Canada at
ast meeting yesolved :—

That the spiritual and eternal interests of thousands of our
Feountrymen in these Provinces demand that every means be
> .used to educate mous youths fur ihe numistry wulun the
";{}ounds of Uns Synod, shasmuch as the rehigious nants of the
Jeommuntty are intcre2sing an a raio, wWith whi hno sapply of
reachers to be expectedd fram Scotland can keep pace 3 Winle
<that supply has been actually almost caurely stopped, aud
¥nasmuch as the very existence and continuance of the mings-
Wy {0 this church, scem to depend on their so downg,

;And farther—

.5 The Moderator was instructed ta communicate this resotn-
+¥tion to the Moderator of the General Asscmbiy, with o view
480 progure the approval of the cantemplated mcosures by the
~2iparent church, The commission was sustructed and authonsed
Y7 10 take all necessary steps for chtamning subs ptions wihin
~ithe Provinees and elsewhicre, towards the endowment of £ro-
“fessors, and the estabhishment of Bursanies, for siudents, T'he
28ynad resolved 10 transmit that portion of the report which
rexeontains the draft of a schenic of theological educations 1o the
»Hrseveral Presbyteries, that they may report their observations
“3therean at nest jon of Synad, enj o thent to give tus
fotmporuxm matter therr best attention and consideration.

As the best means in my power of transmitting
o the several Presbyters that portion of the report
f\ of the committee on Theological education which em-
braces the « Plan for the education of candidates
{.’; Sor the koly ministry,” Isend it for insertion in your
% Jjournal.

3 And Iavail mysclf of this opportunity of calling

RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS,

ETC.

FOR TUE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.

the attention of my brethren in the ministry to this
important subject. The spiritual destitution of our
church has increased to a most alarming degree ; and,
alas, 1t is sull increasing. 1 do not overstate the
matier when I say there are sizfy or screnfy bodies of
Presbyteries throughout the couniry, who require the
labors of a minister, some of whom have long been
The
tally inadequate provision which the scattered sst-

tlements of this colony can offer, and the delay on

earnestly secking to obtain them, but 1n vam.

the part of the government to render them any as-
sistance, has nearly extinguished our hope of ob-
taining Licentiates from the parent church, I cannot
but esteem this a very deplorable result, whether 1
look at the temporal or spiutual prospects of this my
adopted country—and I fervently pray that ight may
arise 11 the darkness.  But even should we succeed
in obtaining fiom Goverament such a measure of sup-
port fur the minisuy as would revive the hope of an
accession of laborers from the chuech of Scotiand, or
the Synod of Ulster, it would, neversheless, be our
wanifest duty to provide the means of a Theolegical
cducation for such young men within the colony as
may desircto devole themselves to the service of the

church,  The Synod is now unanimonson this point,
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and the following plan is submitted to Presbyteries
with the view of sccuring somo decisive action on
the subject.
I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ALEXANDER GALE, Synod Cletk,
Hamilton, 25th Feb., 1839.

PLAN FOR TIE EDUCATION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE HOLY
MINISTRY IN THE PRESBYTERIAN LHURCH OF CANADA,IN
CONNECTION WITII THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND) DRAWN
UP BY ORDER OF THE SYNOD 1N 1833, T0 BE CONSIDERED
BY PRESBYTERIES, AND REPORTED CPON TO TUE SYNOD
1§ 1839,

I. OF THE ADMISSION AND ENROLLMENT OF
STUDENTS.

L. No person shall be received asa candidate
for enroliment unless recommended by two or
mote Minigters of the church.

2. The DMinisterial recommendations shall em-
brace the following matters :

1. Certification of the moral character and
piety of the candidate.

2 . . . . ofns abilities.

8. . . . . ofhis progress in study and
acquirements,

4. Statement of his age and the nature of
his previvug employments so far as
known to the certifier.

5. « 4 . . of the certifier's opportuni-
ties of acquaintance with him.

6. + . o . ofthe certifier’s belief that
he is likely to become an acceptable
and useful minister of the gospel.

7. « « . . ofsuch special circumstan.
ces, (if there be any,) as may, in the
opinion of the ~ertifier, influence his
acceptableness and usefulness,

3. Every candidate shall,'at least a fortnight be-
fore an ordinary meeting of the Presbytery
within whose bounds he has generally resided,
address an intimation of his desire to prepare
for the ministry to tho Presbytery,and lodge
the same with his ministerial recommendations
inthe hands of the Presbytery clerk.

4. The intimation and recommendations shall be
Inid before the Presbytery by the clerk at the
next ordinary meeting, at which the candidate
shollattend ; and the candidate having been
caused to retire, the Presbytery shall read
and consider them, and it three fourths of the
members present shall be satisfied therewith,
the candidate shall be called in, questioned and
examined, and shall again retires “The Pres-
bytery shall then take into consideration the

. —— \

answers returned by the candidate and all the
various circumstances of the case, and if it
shall appear to three fourths of the members
present that there is a reasonable prospect of
the candidate's becoming an acceptable and
useful minister of the gospel, he shall be en-
rolled as student for the ministry in a list to be
kept by the clerk, and shall be encouraged and
advised as may seem proper. '

5. No candidate shall be curolled as a student
whose ministerial recommendations do not
embrace all the matters specified in article
second, or who shall not be found upon exami-~
nation acquainted with scriptural history and
the shorter catechism ; with English grammar
and the rudiments of the Latin language, or
sho shall not have completed his fourteenth
year,

6, After enrollment every student shall be entire-
1y under the superintendence and control of
the Presbytery in all matters relating to his
studies and conduct.

II. OF THE SUPERINTENDENCE OF STUDIES.

7. The Presbytery within whose bounds a student
is to prosecute his studies may, (without com-
pelling,) recommend him to study at any sem.
inary orunder any teacher within their bounds.

They may also discountenance and even for-
bid his studying in o particular school or
under a particular master.

8. Every student shall be placed by his Presbytery
under the particular superintendence of one
of the ministers of the Presbytery, whose du-
ty it shall be to counsel and direct him and to
examine him privately in his studies.

9. No student shall remove beyond the control of
his appointed superintendent without the
previous consent and approbation of the Pres-
bytery. The Presbytery may change the
superintendent for the convenience or advan.
tage of the student.

10. During tempovary sickness or absence the su-
perintendent may place the student under the
charge of anothertill next ordinary meeting
of Presbytery.

III. OF THE COURSE OF STUDY.

11. The course of study for the ministry shall be
divided into the Theological, the Philosophi-
celand the Literary courses.

IV. OF THE LITERARY COURSE.
12, The Literary course shall comprehend the stu-

dy of the Latin and Greek languages, of the
elements of Englishicomposition and literature,

of aucient and modern History and Geography.

-
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18. The following authors are recommended in the
study of Latin 1=
Cornelius Nepos,
Phaedrus,
Cesar,
Qvid Selections,
Sallust,
Virgil,
Livy, Books I, to V. and XXL to XXV,
Horace, Odes and Ars Poetica,
Tacitus, Agricola and De Moribus Germanor-
um,
Juvenal, Select satires,
Cicero, Select orations, De Oratore, De Ami-
citia, De Senectute ;
And the following elementary and miscellane-
ous works.
Ruddiman’s Rudiments ; Adam’s Grammar
the Grammatical Lxercises ; Mair’s Intro-
duction with the outline of ancient history at
the end ; Valpy’s Elegantiee Latime with the
Exercises ; Crombies’ Gymnasium ; Adam's
Antiquities. Frequent written translations
of English into Latin, and of Latin into Eng-
lish ; Exercises in Prosody and the compositi-
on of Latin verse ; and the committal to mem-
ory of passages from the Latin poets are
recommended as the best means of acquiring
a thorough and lasting fanuliarity with the
structure and genius of the language.
14. The following suthors and works are recom-
mended for the study of Greek.—
The New Testawment,
Analecta or Collectanca Minora,
Collectanen Majora,*
Homer,
Xenophon,
Herodotus,
Thucydides,
Euripides,
Sophocles,
/Eschylus,
Edinburgh New Academy Greek Rudiments,t
Dunbar’s or Sanford’s Greck Exercises. The
Exercises to be written not read.
For the elements of English composition, Mur-
ray’s Exercises and Irving’s Eiements of Com-
position are recommended.

»After the student is enabled with the aid of a
Grammar and Lexicon to translate an casy sentence,
the Collectanca Majora will, (especially if the third
or supplementary volume is added to the other two,)
with the New Testament and the Itiad of Homer, af-
ford a sufficient field for his studies in Greck, making
him acquainted ata moderate expense with almost

every author in the language, and superseding the
necessity of many books.

+The most complete elementary work for students
usedin Britain.

67

16. For the other branches of the course the Pres-
bytery, or the Superintendents or Masters
shall recommend such works as they may
judge best. And the lists in articles thirteen
and fourteen shall be taken as guides, not as
binding, it being not intended that students
shall all read the samne authors, or the whole
of the works prescribed, but suchconsiderable
portions of them as shall both accustom them
to read them with case, and familiarize them
with the principal writers of antiquity.

V. OF THE PHILOSOFHICAL COURSE,

17. The Philosophical Course shall comprehend
the study

1. Of Mathematical und Physical Science.
11, Of Metaphysical, Mentul and Moral Phi-
losophy.
18. The Mathemauical and Plysical Course shall
consist of the study of

MATHEMATICS, PHYSICS.
Arithmetie, Somatology,
Algebra, as far as Quad-  Statics,

ratic Equations, Dynamivs,
Geometry, fist six books Ilydrostatics,

of Euclid, Hydrodynamics,
Plane ‘Trigonomelry, Preumatics,
Conic Scctions. Acoustics,
B P S & } (H
veesesessssssssssessssss Calorics,
teeesssseresserseessssss NMagnetism,

veesessaseessrsesssssess Electricity, Andthe
Elements ofw—
Mechanics,
Astronomy and
veecsoversssssssressssass Physical Geography
19. The Courseof Metaphysical, Mental and Moral
Philosophy shall embrace the study of

eveetssesecsscactesvcnne
etsss0tessessssacsetoine

csesssss000srssncescrree

1. Msxtarn Puysiorocy, or of the Intellec-
tual Faculties and Moral Powers of Man,—
as they exist,  Text books, Reid, Stewart,

Brown,

II, Loctc, in its extended acceptation, or the
proper use of the intellectual faculties, and
particularly of reason and judgment, inthe
pursuit of knowledge and determination of
truth. In this part of the course will bein-
cluded the art of logic in the strict sense of
the term.—Text books, Watts’ Logic and
Improvement ofthe mind, Wihately's Logic.

L. Ermics, or the investigation and determina-
tion ofthe questions arising out of man's mo-

ral agency andsusceptibility of happiness and
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misery. This branch will embrace the study

of Natural Theology for which the Text

baoks may be Clarke's Demonstration, and

Paley’s Natural T'heology.®

Of such MrTaruvysicaL questions not com.

prehended in the study of the foregomng

branches as may be considered importaut

in themselves, or useful as exercisos {or the

student.— Doddridge’s Lectures on Pneu-

malology §-c.

V. Of the Histonr or Pumrosorny and the

principal Philosophical systems,

As a sequel to Logic and Literary studies,

of the principles of Tasth and Curimicisy,

with special reference to OraTony.

ViI. Of Exgrcises and Essays on subjects con-
nected with the Course.

VIl, oF THE THCOLOGICAL COURSE,
20, The following studies shall compose the Theo-
logical Course.

I.  Arorogiricar. Revisal of Natural Theo-
logy and study of the Evidences of Christi-
anity.—Text books, Butler’s Analogy, Pa-
ley’s Evidences and Ilore Pauline. The
first volume of Horne's Introduction to the
Critical Study of the Scriptures, and so
much of Hill’s or Dick’s Lectures as relates
to the Evidences may also be read during
this part of the Course.

1I. Hsrmesevrnicat or Criticar. Ilorne’s In-
troduction, Campbell on the Gospels.
Careful reading of the Scriptures in the
originals and in as many different languages
as the student may be master of.1

II. Docrrivar. Confession of faith, larger
and shorter Catechism:—Hills Lectures or
Dicks Lectures.

1V. Cuuncu History, Old Testamnent, Joseph-
us, Prideaux ; New Testament, Mosheim
or Miluer : History of the Church of Scot-
land and of Missions.

V. The CoxstiTuTIoN, GOVERNMEST and Dis-
creLixe of the Church of Scotland,

VL Pulpit Eloquence and Pastoral Duties.

VII. The Hesrew and Cuaroes Languages, the
study of which shail be prosecuted until the

1v

VI

.

*The whole argument in Pa]egy is contained in the
first six chapters which are all the student shall be re-
q%n‘;?d to make an abstract of, but he ought to re2d the
whole.

. ¥There isan abridgement of Horne’s four volumes
inone. Butit will be greately tothe students advan-
tage to procure the criginal work. It1s in itself an
Encyclopedia of Biblical Literature.

3This exercise is highly recornmendedby Dr Chal.
mens to students in Divinity.

-

student can read “ad aporturum” the Books
of Genesis, the Paslms and Daniel,

21, Students shall compose short Exercises and
Fssays on subjects mcluded in or cone
nected with the Course, and shall make ab~
stracts of Butler, Paley’s Evidences, Hills’
or Dick’s Lectures, Mosheim or Milner ¢
and shall keep note-books mm the perusal of
the other works mentioned, and in the study
of those subjects which works are here par-
ticularly recommended.

Presbyteries snd superintendents of studies

shall recommend if they see fit, the particular

study of auy controverted questions, and re-
quire exercises upon them.
VII. OF ADDITIONAL STUDIRS.

23. Presbyteries and superintendents shall, if good
opportunities shall offer, and if it shall not
interfere with the prosecution of the requsite
stud:es, recommend or enjoin the study of
useful branches not mentioned in these regu-
lations ; viz : the study of the modern lan-
gunges, particularly tne French and German
languages, and of Elocution in connection
with the literary course of practical Mathe-
matics and the Elements of Natural History
and Chemistry in connection with Mathema-
tical and Physical Science ; and of Political
Economy in connection with Moral Philoso-
phy, during the Philosophical course.

24, Presbyteries shall, if practicable, enjoin the
study of the original languages of the Old
Testament during or immediately after the
conclusion of the literary course.

25, Students shall be directed by their superinten-
dents, in a course of practical religious read-
ing during the whole of their studies,

VIIL. or BxaMINTIONS.

26. The examination of students shall be of four
kinds ; viz: L Private. I, Ordinary Precby-
terial. III. Special Presbyterial. 1V. Syno.
dical.

IX. 0P PRIVATE EXAMINATIONS.

27. Every student shall present himself to be ex
amined privately at least once a month, at 2
time appointed beforehand, by the mimster
under whose superintendence he is placed
or by some quahfied person in presence, if
practicable, of the superintending minister,
upon the studies which heis prosecuting by
order of the Presbytery.

28. Every student shall, at least two days before
the time fixed for each private examination
givein to the superintending minister ot to the
person appointed by him according to Art, 10.
atabular statement of his studies since hijc

o
!‘l
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last examination, end, if studywyg any branch
privately without o master, of uny difficulties
he may have met with in study, and of any
questions upon which e may desire particu.
larly the opinion and instructions of lus snper-
intendent or examinator,

29, After cach private examination the superin-
tendent or person accuping his place for the
time being shall copy or cause the student to
copy into his register of private examinations,
such of the particulars exhibited in the tabu-
lar statement as the student shall appear to
have thoroughly £tudied, and shall note down
such hints as he may think necdful, and such
exercises as he may sce fit to prescribe for
uext examination, and shall affix his signuture
with the date of the examination.

X OF ORDINARY PHESBYTERIAL RXAMINATIONS.

50, Every student shall be examined at 211* urdi-
nary meetings, of the Preshytery on Ins stu-
dies since lust meeting.

81. Each student shall give in to the clerk of the
Presbytery a tabular statement of his stu-
dies since his last Presbyterial examinati-
on, aleng with his register of private exami-
nations, & certificate of conduct from his
superintendent and such exercises, essays,
discourses, and abstracts of text-books as shall
have been prescribed at last examination.
The Presbytery shall inspect the register of
private studies, and if it be found not confor-
mable in all respects to the requirements in
Chap. IX. shall requirean explanation of the
irregularity or defect from the student and
superintendent, They shall also read the
certificate of conduct, and the tabular state-
ment of studies, which they shall compare
with the list of studies prescribed at last ex-
amination, and call for the exercises, essays or
discourses prescribed, and if in any of these
mattersiiiere shall be any requisite a wanting
they shall adwouich the student, and in case
of repeated or aggravated failure or deficiency
shall erase his name from the list of students.
33, The Presbytery shall then examine the student
on all the studies prescribed, and cause him
to read his exercises or such part of them as
shall enable them to judge of his diligenceand
proficiency. The Presbytery may also pre-
scribe short exercises to be performed in
their presence.

5?".% 84, After examination the student shell be admo-
i nished or encouraged ag shall seem proper ;
his tabular statement of studies since last ex-

" gs,

* Or at every alternate meeting.

amination shall be transferred into the regis-
er of Presbyteral examinations by the Clerk
of Presbytery or by the student under his in-
spection. 'The Clerk shall add such rcmarks
as the Presbytery shall order and note down
the studies and exercises prescribed for noxt
examination, The whole shall be signed by
the Moderator.

33. The Presbytery shall at every ordinary exami-

nation prescribe at least oue exercise or essay
to each student to be delivered at next exam-
ination, and shall endeavour so to vary the
exercises as to embrace the several branches
and subjects of study.

36. Studentsin Divinity shall,besides such abstracts

of text books as these regulations require and
such exercises as the Presbytery may gee fit
to enjoin, deliver during the course of Theo-
logical study the following discourses on sub-
jects prescribed :

1, A homuly, or plain exposition of some
doctrine or preceptofreligion, con-
firmed by reason and scripture.

2, A critical exercise, commonly called ex-
ercise and addition, upon a short por-
tion of the text of the New Testa-
ment.

3, A critical exercise upon a portion of the

text of the New Testament.
These exercises shall consist of the
following parts : 1. Verbal or gram-
matical analysis of the text. 2. Crit-
tical analysis of the principal or pe-
culiar terms or phrases, with solu-
tion of textual difficulties, 38, A
poaraphrase or free and extended
translation of the text, 4. Enume-
ration of the doctrines and precepts
contained in the text. . Confirm-
ation and exposition of the main
doctrine or precept.

4. An Exegesis in Latin, upon a difficult or
contraverted question, with refuta-
tion of objections.

. An essay in church history,

. An expository end practical lecture.

7. A popular sermon.
Not more than one of these exer-
cises shall be required at any exam-
ination ; nor shall any of them be
required until the third Presbyterial
examination after the student shall
have entered the Theological class.
The subjects shall be given out at
the second examination. If a stu-
dent shall have been prevented by

[- IS
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any unavoidable cause, from deliver-

ing one of the abuve exercises at any
ordinary meeting, then more than

one may be recetved at an examin.
ation

XI. OF BPECIAY, PRESBYTERIAL RXAMINATIONS,

87. Every student shall undergo a specil Presby-

terial examination ; 1. At the end of the hte-
rary cuurse, and before he is admitted to the
philosophical class, 2. At the end of the
philosoplneal course, and before he is recom-
mended to the Synod as qualified to cowm-
mence the study of divinity. 3. At the end
of the Theological course, and before he is
recommended to the Synod as quahified to be
taken on trial for license,
X1I. OF THE FIRST SPRCIAT. PRESBYTERIAL EXAM-
ATION.

98, Every student desirous of passing into the phi-
Josophical class, shall intimate his purpose
to the clerk of Presbytery at an ordimary
meeting, and state that he is prepared for his
final hiterary examination ; and shall fulfil all
the requirements of Art. 31, in the same man-
ner as when presenting himsclf for ordinary
examination,

89. The Presbytery shall observe in hke manner
the requirements of Art. 382, as at an ordi-
nary examination in so far as regards the
actual examination of the student, and the
hearing of his excrcises.

40. The subjects of the special examination to
which the Presbytery shall then proceed shall
be as follows :

Lamin, Three books of Livy ; three orations
of Cicero, six books of Virgils /Eneid ;
two books of Horace’s odes ; transla-
tion before the Presbytery of a short
piece of English into correct Latin.

GreeK. The two volumes of the Coliectanca
Majora ; three books of the Iliad of o
mer ; the four gospels, and the Acts of
the Apostles ; Dunbar’s or any similar
book of Greek exercises.

The student shall be required to shew a
thorough knowledge of Latin and Greek gram-
mar, and a competent acquaintance with the
outlines of history,and particularly the histories
of Greece, Rome, and England, also of Greek
and Roman antiquities and mythology, and of
ancient and modern geography.

41, Every student shall also deliver at his first
special examination, three exercises or essays
upon subjects previously given out by the
Presbytery with a view to that examination.

0GICAL EDUCATION,

shall be connected with the ancient literature
of Rome ; of the second, with that of Greece:
and of the third with ancient or modern lus.
tory or geography, The subjects may '
prescribed whencever the student may desire,

42, No student, w hatever may have been his pre.
vious proficiency, shall be admitted to thy
first special examination until the nextordam.
ing meeting after that, at which he shall first
have been enrolled as a student for the ymn.
istry, or 1n case of transference to another
Presbytery, until three months shall have
clapsed from the time of his enrolment.

4. No student shall be admitted to this examina.
tion, unless he shall, i fulfilling the require-
Eents of Art. 33, also give ina detailed s
o' the subjects of examination prescribed in
Art, 40, and subscribe a declaration that he
has carefully prepured himself upon them all,

44, Ifthe result of this examination shall be satis.
factory to three fourths of the members of
the Presbytery present, the Presbytery shall
transfer the student to the philosophical class,
and prescribe subjects of study ; if otherwise.
they shall remit him to his literary studies for
such a period as they may deem needful.

XIII, oF THE SRCOND SPECIAL PRESBYTERIAL BXAX.

INATION,

45. Students of philosophy desiring to be advanced

to the Theological class, shall observe the

requirements of articles 31, 38, and 42, and

the Presbytery those of 52 and 39,

46. The jsubjects of the second special examina-

tion shall be the subjects and authcrs enumne-

rated inarticles 18and 19, Also =

47. To ensurc continued attention to literary

studies, every student shall, at his second spe-

cial examination, be examined in the follow-
ing books :

Tacitus’s Agticola, or De Moribus Germa-
norum.

Cicero de Oratoye.

Two books of the Georgics of Virgil.

The Ars Poctica of Horace,

The X Satise of Juvenal.

The Apostolical Epistles.

Three books of the Iliad; not the same as
those professcd at the first special examina-
tion.

One of the dramas of /Eschylus, Buripides, o

Sophocles, or the Oration of Demosthenes,

¢De Corona.”

4g. Every student shall also, at this examination,

deliver three essays on subjects previously

prescribed. OfF these essays, oneshall be on

The subject of the first exercise or essay

some subject connected with mathematical or

PR S
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physical science ; onc on a subject connected
with mental phnlosopl v; and one ona sub
ject connected with moml philosophy.

49. No student siall be admitted to th s examina
tion wiw shall nat, on reference to the regs

-t

2

o ter of Prosby terial examinations, ye fouml to
: have discharged all the duties prescribed at
's ordinary examinations, or who shull not have

been in the philosopincal class at least lico

" full years.

50 I the student shall pass this examimation with
the approbation of three fourths of the mem-
bers of Presbytery present, and if the Pres-
bytery shall unammously approve of his con-
duct, they shall give him a certificate to the
Synod recommending him as qualificd to com-
mence the study of Divinity, witha view to
*t  theministry, and this certificate shall be signed
" by all the ministers present who shall be
~  satisfied.

]

XIV OF THE THIRD SPECIAL PRESBYTERIAL EXAMINATION.

Jl. Students in Duvinity desiring to be taken on
¢ trials for license, shall procccd as required in
.«  articles31, 33, 42, and 14, and the Presbytery
. shall proceed as required in articles 82, 39, and
» 44,
.52, None shall be adimitted to the third special ex-
amination who shall not be found, on reference
@  totheregister of Presbyterial examinations, to
;s  havedischargedall the duties required, or who
s shall not have dehivered all the exercises re
quired by Art. 36, or be prepared to deliver
such of them as have not previously been de-
livered ; or who shall not have been in the
theological class at least three full years by
next meeting of Synod.

.'}? The subjects of the third special examination
shall be the whole of the branches previously
studied, but especially those comprehended
in the theological course, as specified in arti-
. cle20. Students shall also be examined on
s  the New Testament in the original, and cn the
books of Genesis, the Psalms,and that part
._..\é of Daniel whichis in Chaldee, ¢ ad aperturam
libri.”
'§4. If this examination shall be sustained, and the
", Presbytery are unanimous in their belief that
. the student iscalculated to be an acceptable
and useful minister of the gospel, they shall
i give Inm a certificate to the Synad, recom-
< mending him as qualified to be taken on trials
for license, and tlus certificate shall be signed
by all the ministers present. The Presbytery,
if not satisfied, may remand the student for
such period as they shall deem fit,

o
.
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XV GENERAL RULES FOR PRESBVTERIAL EXAMINATIONS,

55, Ordinary cxaminntions may be conducted by
comimttees, but special examination shall wn
every case be by the Presbytery.

56, The full particulars of cvery special examina-
tion shall be inserted in the minutes of the
Presbytery.  ‘The minutes shall also state the
the subjects ot the exercises prescribed for
special examinations, when given out, as well
as of all the discourses enumerated in Avt, 36.

57. Al these exercises and discourses shall be kept
“in rctentis.”

INFIDEL PARENTS AND WICKED CHILDREN.

I'ell me, has this viperous brood disappeared from
the carth with the furty-two at Bethell Would it
werc the case, and that the rising generation of the
present day, not only amongst us, but cvery where,
did not teach us the very reverse. And it is thus which
gricves us the most deeply, in the present evil times,
that we look around us amongst them in vain for an
anchorage of hope, with respect to the future. It is
this which pains us most to the heart, that we per-
ceive the practice, at least, of those profanc and un-
zodly theories which theic futhers have drunk down
like an intoxicating potion, engrafied also into the
rising generntion.  Alas! the evil crops of your own
sowmg are already shooting up in luxuriant fecundity
around you. You have eaten sour grapes, and your
children’s teetis are set on edge.  You have conjured
up spirits at which you are now yourself horrified.
You would gladly lay them again, but where is the
incartation to which they willlisten?  You now reap
the fruits of your own desires : you piped songs of
hbaty to your children, and you now sce them
dancing, alas! upon your own authority ; you tore
down the limus of the divine word, and reverence
for it, and, theefore, ascribe it to yourselves, ye
parents, guardians, and teachers, that a troop of
youthful rebels now rages around you, of the restrain-
ing of whom you ulready begin to despair. You
taught them to regard the religion of the Bible as a
disgraceful chain, piepared by the superstition of a
benughted age, and its preachers as proud priests and
ambitious Jesuits.  Your pupils were, alas! only too
susceptible and docile. We now commend them,
for God’s sake, to honour fathe:r and mother; you are
aware how little attention they pay to our admonitions.
You have said much to them of the years of discre-
tion to which the present century has attained; of
emancipation, and the independence of reason, and

the unalienable rights of man: sce how they beginto
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practice these rights; and as a just recompence, you
ure yoursclves the fiest who are obliged bitterly to
feel the cfforts at independency made by these young
autocrats- It is not that we scc through a darkened
glass in passing so severe a sentence upon the youth
of the present day. Only go from louse to house,
from school to school, and listen to that which passes
there, and you will convince yoursclves that our com-
plamnt is an universal one, uttcred the most loudly
by the parents and teachers themselves.  The evil
and poisonous mildew lies upon the langwshing plan-
tation of the rising generation amongst us. The
inmost kernel is rotten—the root 1s gnawed. They
are a bold and obstinate race, destitute of chuldtikeness,
and for the most part initiated, even in their infancy,
into all the mysteries of abomiuation and ungodh-
ness; in the sight of whom it wo longer occurs 10
any one that “of sach is the kingdom of heaven.”
A race who are strangers to every thing like filial
obedience, modest subjection, and tender respect for
parents and superiors; who mock at the kindness
with which we would gladly lead and dircet them,
and rise in :ebellious defiance against severity,  Yes,
they are in general a race who no longer regard any
thing as sacred, or asenjoining respect,or commanding
reverence. In the lower classes they are base, vulgar,
and licentious; in the higher, morally unnerved, en-
tirely pervaded by deceit, and fuil of intolerable and
absurdly haughty presumption. God be mereiful to
that period for which this gencration is ripening!
Brethren, the foundations of the anti-Christian king-
dom are laid; they arc deposited in the hearts of our
children! The man of sin nced only shake the tree
of the nations, and his disciples will fall, like ripe
fruit, into his lapand his arms. The fig trec putteth
forth leaves; the summeris at hand. The Lord have
mercy upon us, and prevent the approaching destruc-
tion, KRUMMACHER.

ON WRESTING THE SCRIPTURES.

There is almost nothing in the history of the
world more remarkable than the preservation of
the sacred books, and their transmission to our
times, Nothing can shew so clearly the protect-
ing hand and providence of God, as the fact that
these records should have escaped the countless
hazards to which they were exposed amid the dark-
ness of antiguity, the assaults of barbarism, the
convulgions of empires, and the contests of
churches and opposite parties. And what is still
more wonderful, these holy books have come down

TNEB SCRIPTURES.

to us, not only ontire, but alsv pute ! securcd,y
it were by an invisible but Almighty hand fre:
every stam of crror and corruption.

But while the providence of God has guarde
g0 completely against this source of error—ty
corruption of the word itself ; the perverse miv
of man has detised 2 method of delusion hard;
less dangerous--the misinterpretation of then
credbooks, How many wrest the scriptures to su;
their own schemnes, and pleasc their own fancy
they affix to them wmeanings which they ther
selves, not the Holy Spirit, devised ; they profe
to render a kind of homage to the mere words a:
syllables, while the truths and doctrines are &
spised and rejected.

Even in the earliest times of the Christia:
church, this distortion of the word of God had be
gun. St. Peter tells us of some false teache
who thus wrested or perverted the Epistles of S:
Paul. The word employed is derived from th
torture, by means of which, according to th
barbarous practice of ancient times, confession
were extorted from supposed criminals, and in
formation procured from witnesses. By thes
engines of torment the unhappy victims were ofte:
forced to speak what they knew was not the truth
but what they hoped would please their tormenton
and procure release from their pain,

The word of God is perverted chiefly in thre
ways : By misinterpretation ; by drawing errone
ous inferences and conclusions ; and by misappli
cation.

1. Misinterpretation.~There is hardly  doc
trine which has not been explained away, or 2
least deprived of all its glory and power, by the
misinterpretation of the terms in which scriptun
has revealed it. \What doctrine is so plaml
taught as the Deity of our Lord; yet how eagerl;
have some endeavored to shew that this has
place in the Bible ; that when Christ is called God,
it is not meant that he isreally God ; that when ke
is said to possesss supreme power, wisdom, an
sovereignty, no such thing is intended. Again
how plainly is the doctrine of t:2 zionement taught
in scripture ; yet how strongly have some con
tended that Christ made no atonement for humz
gult ; that lne death was merely a martyrdom ; sné
that all the termsemployed to express his death as
sacrifice, ransom, offering, propitiation, are mer
figures and metaphors. Theassertion of our Lot
« Except a man ba born again, he cannot enter the
kingdom of heaven,” has also been placed in th

signify no more than some reformation of the con-

duct. The law spoken of in the Epistle to the

rank of unmeaning metaphors, and explained to =
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ON WRESTING THI SCRIPTURRS.

."" Ramans, by which none can be justified, has beea
o affirmed to nean oaly the ceremomal luw of the
Jews. ‘The spivit and the flesh spoken of'in the
de #ame Epistle as waging constant wwar, have beeu
'_"’ srepresented as notlang more than mystical name-
I -sfor reason and the passions, althoaga both of the ¢
di sexist even in corrupt natuce, It has been denied
& . by some tuat tue Holy Spinit hunsel1s o persoun,
u - or that he has a true substantal existence. Tie
¥ same thaug has been maintained coneerming Satan,
m wlto 1o saud to be only a persomtication ol the evil
oy " principle.  Aud, to give only one tmore instance
o of tlus kind of perversion, it has beea asserted that
k heaven and hell are not places, but raere names
for astate of happiness or musery ; and that the
. punishaent of the wicked shall nov be eternal,
. but shall endure only for a linuted period,
» .,  We shall now mention onec or two perversions
. . of single texts, “Greatis your revard in hea-
«  ven.” “Your Father whois in heaven, himseif
¥ s shall reward yon openly.” From ihese texts some
+ y mantain that the glory of heaven is a reward for
.. our good works.—The happmess of heavenss call-
; ., edareward, the same way as the saints are sud
- to have a night to the tree of hfe; thatis, the
privilege or hiberty of access, purchased by Christ,
and conferred by grace. A suntlar erroncous
meaning has been attached to the words, ¢ Work
., outyourownsalvation,” as ifthe apostle inculeated
*: the doctrine thatsalvation was of works, though he
4 plainly alludes, not tothe justification of our persans
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hefore God, but solely to the sanctification of our na-
ture, and the mortification of sin. The aflirmation,
«Of a truth I perceive that Gud is no respecter of
of persons; but in every nation he that feareth
him, and worketh righteousness is accepted with
him,” has been adduced to prove that the gospel
is of little importance, and that the heathens may be
saved without it by their natural virtue alone. The
meaning is, that God bears no partial favour to an;
man on account of lus country or his descent ; that
he turned not from the Jews merely because they
were Jews, nor cast off the Gentiles, merely be-
cause they were Gentiles ; that he was williny
that the guspel should be preachied and mad
known to all; and that all, of every nation, wh.
truly embracced the gospel, aud brought forthifruits
meet fur repentance, sould receive the blessing o.
Gud and cternal life.  tIad the gospel been need-
less, why did Peter proceed to preach 1t to Cur
nchivg, and why was an angel scut to tell thai
Gentile from whom he was to hicar the word of sal
vation? The whole passage proves the very reversc
of the conclusion that has been drawn from it.
The words of our Lord, % Take no thought for
the morrow,’” have been seized on as a shelter for

¥
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idleness and improdencs, anla negleet of all the
means wlieh God hag ordainel us to employ for
tan gupply of our wants, Toe fallacy of this is
~uewed by the context, Our Lord bids us look to the
fowls of the air, Now, althougiitiiey have no store-
ouse inwhich to hoaed up a useless superthuty,
Ly exert the powers which Golhas given them,in
poovuding for their wants, and Jefending and nonre
g their young, Agam, the golden rule of Clinist,
“ Do untv uthers as ye woald tuat they should do
unto yon,™ has buen most gricvously perverted, to
tue subversion ol all justice anl order in society.
Qur Lord evlently means, not all that we could
lp »5-ibly wialiy butoniy what we may lawfully and
reasonably wish. A judge is uot to discharge an
collender, because if lie werein the criminal's place,
hie mght «wish to have mercy extemded to hunself,
We are not to serve onr friends, in defiance of the
laws of trath and justice, becwuse we might de-
sire the same favour to be done tous, ‘The n-
junction of Sulomon, “Be not righteous over-
much,” has beenused by many ag - license for ina
ditlerence, Jukewarmness and apatny, for careless-
ness in the duties of piety, and especially of wor-
ship. In this sentence he plam'y alludes to things
which Gad has not comrnanidel or wurranted, will-
worship, and pretendrd duties, which usurp the
time and place of the true.  Thus also he enjoins,
“ Nor make thyself over-wise,” not surely in use-
ful wisdom, which excels folly as much as light
excels darkness, but in vain. useless acquircments,
which are a weariness of the flesh, and minister
foolish questions rather than godly edifying. Our
|tune. talents and labour must be redecmed from
this false righteousness and false wisdom, and de-
voted to the service of Gody and the pursuit of
wisdom that maketh wise unto salvation.

8. The Seriplures arc wrested by drawing fulse
conclusians. ‘I'hc words may be nightly explaned,
ibut couclusions may be deduced fro:m them by art-
Iful sophistry, mconsmistent with truth, aund the
whole tenor of the word of' Gol. What errone-
ous conclusions have been draan from the doc-
trines of election and the decrees of God, Sume
have tepresented Gud as the authur of sin and
misery 5 as a crull capricivus  tyrant, who,
without the lcast reasony eadits some to nmmortal
glory, and siaks otlers w the gull’ of Lupeless
wretchedness.  Otuers employ this doctrine as a
pretence for idvdence and uncencern in the work
of salvation, saying, if Gud wili save us, weshall
ae saved 3 if God will coudeinn us, we shall be con-
lemned. Eien le precivos doctrines of grace
were thas abused in the first agze of the church,
.nsomuch that St. Paul no s.oncr dec’ares these
doctrins than he subjoins a stiong caution against
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the perversion of them. ¢ \Vhat shall we say
taen? Shall we continse in sin that grace may
abound? Gud furbid.”

From the doctrine of human depravity, alse,
conclusions of the most absurd nature have been
drawn. Some have imagined that sin which s
natural to us, deserves no punishment. The
mournful falls of David, Peter, snd other eminent
saints, recorded for the caution of believers, have
been employed for the encouragement of the sin-
ner. ‘The penitent malefartor gave the noblest
testimony to the truth and importance of the gos
pel ; vet how many have perverted this example
of lute repentance to their own ruin !

Erroncous conclusions have also been deawn
from detached expressions,  “¢There is no respect
of persutts with Gull.”  [lence svme argne agawst
the doctrine of election. DBut this text refers lo
Gol, not as a sovereign dispenser of fuvours, but
as a judre, and means that he wall deal with mea
with strict impartiality, without regard to ther
nation, rank, or wealti. A jadge, dispensing the
Jaw, must have no respect of persons ; he must
luak, not to the person, but to the facts. But none
can deny that tius very judge hasaright to con-
fer his favours and dispease his alins to whomso-
ever he will. To do 2 kunduess to some is surely no
injustice to others, when none had the least clain
on his gooduess.

8. Scripture is perverted by wmisapplication.
Many parts of the word of God were at first ad.
dressed to pasticular persons, churches or nations;
other parts were composed on some special occa-
sion, and wtended for some special purpose 3 aud
hence much cvil has been done by rashly apply-
jng these portious to thigs quite different from
those intended by the lalv Spurit. “Thas, in the
33th and 831 chapters of Bzekicl, repentance and
reformation are spoken aof as the means of procur-
ing God's favour. But these passages do not
treat of the metitorions ground of justification ;
and hence the conclasion is false that repentance
and amcudwicut are the canses of salvation,  Amain,
many of the pronuses under the Jewish dispensa-
tion refer to the temporal covenant made wih
Isracl as a nation, and not to the eternal covenant
of grace.

There is another kind of misapplication—sup-
posing that things have no application to our case,
which really have. The munerous exhortations
to self demal, to come forth from the cvil warld,
to endure hardship, to exercise watchfuluess, for-
titude and caurage, have beea said 10 appiv only
to the first Chiristians  and the persceutions they
endured from the pagan world. The strong s

ON WRESTINGU THR SCRIFTURES.

sertions intie prophets and Psalms rezarding tho
lepravity of human nature, huve been alleged to
tpply only to the corruptions of the Jewish church
und natwm m these agos.  The cautions against
self nighteousness have been said to apply only to
the Pharisees, and the iujunctions agawst idolatey
ouly to the Gentiles and Pagans, forgetting that
allare by nature Pharisces and idolaters.  Again,
the exhortations so often foundin the Epistles, to
to devote our gifts and talents to the glory of
God and the benefit of man, have been said to refer
to the extraordinary gifts of miraclesand tongues,
And, to mention 1o more, the obligations of kings
and rulers, to maintain, defend, and cherish the
service and worship of Gud, are gravely affirmed to
haveceased along with the Jewish dispensation—as
if God had then also ceased to be the King of
Kings and Liord of Liords,

Ouc fertile sonrce of deception is the misapplis
cation of parables. Few of these beautiful por-
twns of the word of God have escaped this destruc-
tive process. The parable of the prodigal san,and
of the servant who was freely furgiven his debt,
havebeen used as arguments aganst the atonement,
Fhe parable of the rich man and Lazarus has been
supposed by some to favour the opinion that pov-
erty and hardship in thus life will form a ground of
acceptauce, and a plea for mercy m the world to
come. Tite command of the king to his servants,

Jto compel them to come to the feast, has been con-

strued into an argwnent for persecution, and cou-
version by fire and sword. .

Great is the guilt and danger of thus perverting
the scriptures.  The corruption of the best things
is the warst ; the wore excellent the use, the more
peenicious is the abuse.  Many consult the Bible
as Balaam cousulted God—not to know his will,
hut to gain the ganction of his authority to their
fully aud their vice.  And as this is sinful, so it ig
very dangerous.  Think not as many do that it
will form acomplete excuse for all our mstakes,
that so we understood the scriptures.  For if this
principle is once allowed, where shall westop? If
aue nian believes that God's destroying both body
and soul in hell siguifies the destruction of all ex-
istence, iFanother thinks that the words cternaly
averlasting, forever, wean only a certan period of
time, are we to suppose that the laws of the unis
versey and the counsels of God are to be altered or
set aside, lest these persons should suffer the con-
sequences of thewr mistake 7 The Spirit operates
by incaus of the word 3 if a soul s to be saved, it
must be done, not without and agamst, but with
and by the word.  That Davine Spirit who is the
author of the DBible, is also the ouly interpreter
«who canopento us its true meaniog, and save us
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RUDIMENTS OF CHIURCH POLITY. 75
cummonly cunfessed to amount to nothing more than
w paternal or fraternal vecoguitiun of the people’s
sovereign act,) do sebstantinlly devolve all power,
not indeed upon the cucrncn—tora chareh, by univer-
< dadinission, is @ bady, consisting ot peuple and

from the perversion of our blind, deceitful hearts.
He ouly can teach savingly and to profit ; he isthe
Spirit of truth, whoalone -anlead us into all truth,
Taught by lum, all things are full of light ; des
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e . . v 1 ‘o ministcrs; but upon the laity, as acting apart from
s, titate of his gmdance, the very light that isan | o clcr'.:)z. and u's c\,,“.,‘;crc‘{ 'co,,,;,‘.u.,,f m'dccidc in
i usis darkness;—whatever knowledge we may pos |he nostimporiant of allailaits, without their rulers,
©  sess, we know nothing yet as weought to know,  [and indeed while they have none.  Moreover, by
3 s R the absotute insulation of cachehapel society, and by
3 . * the iimncdiate dependetice of each mmnister upon the

single congregation which lie serves, all forms and
semblances ot cleical authority, be they what they
may, are virtally held in abeyance. lfc who must
depart when thuse who suppott b no longer wish
tur hisservices, exercises nu puwer such as can avat
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2 in those very instances where power is needed—
< namely, to enforce discipline against sturdy delin-
4 quents, and 1o maintain trath and morality in opposi-
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RUDIMENTS OF CHURCH POLITY.
Abridged from Mr Taplo’s warh on Spritual Despotisni.
(Continged from page 57 )

ton to the caprices or the 1ax desires of the people.
‘I'nis is a theory of church government whieh, wuch
as it may reconnnend taelt t our modern republican
scntiments, s be dencunced as subiersive of all
religions authority, (whether for good or ill,) and as

Vi. The question which next presents itself is of
the bighest moment, and invo]vcs almost cvery
other coustderation connccled wih chinrch polny. |
Whence dues the clerical funetivs and puwer anse
or in what manner is it transmitted from band 1t
hand; or under whose control dags 1t vest 2

The clurical funciton and power may, then,
Ist place, be imagined o bedeiived, i each mstance
immediately from Heaven, by impalses and irresisti
ble convictionsy on the mind of the individual who
challenges (o amself the night o excrese ecclesias
tical au hority.  Such was the prophcuc funcuon of
old; and such, essentially, is the idea of the Chris-
tian mimstry enteniained by the Quakers; and in
measuse, oo, by sume uher odern seets. We do
not here deen 1t necessary o enteriain this supposs-
tion, as worthy of argument, in truth, by its very
nature, it excinis itscit from the range of reason;
its only ground is that of peypetnet mitaculous aites-
lation.

Or 24, srcerdutal anthority 02y be aflitmed to spring,
by perpeaal dernvation andiradiien, trom aitselt. Tnat
isto sy, the dderical body, in cach successive age, may,
be acld to be cmpowered to deliverto is sucerssors,
called and nstabled by siscdf, the entire authoniy
which, ina line amasnier, 1t 1eccised from ns prede-
cessors  ‘This doctiine is the fundamental arncle ot
the Romisdt charch, and it has been wmhented and
cembadied by the ciarch of England, and other eps-
copal conmmunions.

Or 3d, al powers of government and instraction,
within the church, may be alleged to originate wub
the will ofthose for whan such powers are exercised .
that istesay, of the peuple, & disongaished from,
their clerzy, and who may clect and remose their
teackers and rulers at pleasure.

Or fastly, there may he umagined a sort of com-
promise beiweon elergy asd Ly, such asshallleave
a power of calling and ordaining with the former,
and of clecting and instating with the lawter.  "Thisi
last incthod prevails among mnost of our modern secs, |
but under civca B ancesth.at prod sce different pracu.y
cal results.  Presbyv.erianism, atempered wn aa cliece
tive degree by 1ay wllucnce, presents this scheme in
perhaps its nust [avorable aspeet, and at once conters)
a substamial and necessary power upon the clergs,
whilc the people have the means ol sccuring then
sclves against tyraney aud encroachment. “Yhe con.
gregatisnal conmmnions, while they auribate asem-
blance of spesial awhority to their clergy, in the in.
stance of ordinx'ion, (which however is now very!
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broadly and essentially distinguished from the apos-
tolic model.

In making a choice amung the above named prin-
ciples, and e~peeially it we were to du sv apart vom
apostolic precepis and precedents, it would be very
natural o have tecourne to the analogy of cieal lite
and, as under 4 bee govenonent, wll public funcaons
retnrn, immedintely or remately, to theds sutrce—the
will of those for whose benefii they are exercised, the
erence would be, that religious functions should
obey the same rule, sl that the stlecave and edece
ive powers, inclnding necessarily the power to re-
voke, and to repel pastoral awshorty, should reside in
the people.  This sort of reasuming from secular
principles, acquires peuliar furee when applied to
religions conunanities in modern times, breathing as
they do the inspariting atmsphere of democratic in-
dependence.  Certain mades ot government imght, it
may besatid, b2 tolerable or good in times ot in coun-
wrics where the popular mind has nat been kindled,
and where siiedt sab nissivi v ariesponsttile avihority
has Lang been the s tad bubit ot the people, but the
same mades beeome wiolly inapphicable to societies
unzcensivmad to enduare any species of restraing be-
vond what is £6 by all to be indispensable. Wtmay,
we sy, seem as it & scheawe of charch governient
which involves subaantial clerical powers, even
thongh proved to be apustolic, could not fnd room
upon modern ground.

‘Then again, when the consiant tendency of privi-
fedaed orders, and cspeciallv of 1he sacerdotal oiders,
to encrourh upon the pudblic hbernties, is consider-
edy, we must ted saongy the danger of giving
place 10 a sclfderived, and wdependent relizious
auihority.  With the evidence of history belure
ug, and the common impalses of human nature in
view, cvery dispassionate mnd reluciates 1o admit
a principle thal seems =o pregnant wuh muschict. I
wlast comnpelled o grani that our Lurd acaally left
his ciuren on this foundation, we are placed in a
posiaton that demands the miost vigniant regzard; nor
catr we du less than bastuse an exremne care apun the
da v of mrinaiv ag. 10 s tuil cfficiency, that coen-
terpaise 10 spitiual despolism, or ratber that saice
guard againsi its advances, which we findto have
been ia play within the apostolic sucicies.

A carions inconsmisicncy has attended the modern
conirgversy on the suntee ur unaw o1 elencal power,
irasmuch s the appuacnis have mutuaiiy exchanged
positions.  Taase, onthe one sude, whuse rule and
pructice it ordinanly 1s to pay a profound regerd o
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ancient authority, and who, not ina few instances,are
accustomed to ce\'c ont a scanty scripture proofby the
testimony ofthe Fathiers, and to lean 0% the arm of
tradition, shut thesr ears 0. 1is puint azamst the clear
and undoubied voice of venerable annguny, and suil-
1y adhere 10 the expiess apostolic praciiee. On the
other hand=—and we ciugotl but nuie the stange cus.
ualties incident to theotogeal wartare, thase who, on
almost every other question, 1t nut on every other,
take their bimmovable stand voun the explicrt awbors-
ty of Scripture, and who will do neither move nor fess
than can be made goud by text upun text, these very
persons, in defending the main aracle of their ecclesi-
astical policy, namely the popular call, appomument,
election, and removal, of pastors and teachers, are
left without warrantof' Setipture, (sume tortwing of
terms exccpted,) and witl.out the sanctivn of'  siule
apostolic instance; and are compelled to support the
practice *hey adopt on the lower giound of expedien-
¢y, or ol the natural rights of men, or of the example
of the carly Church, as reported by ccciesiastical wris
ters.

On secular principles nott ing can be more simple
or reasonable than that these who pay should com-
mand ; and in the presenttempn of maukind,especial
1y in certain cireles, it may be noarly inpradiesble
tosectre submission to anv other law  Nevertheles,
the serinus questian geturns uan ts—Is this the law,
or thisthe prieipl- recognised as the basis of Chiureh
polity in the New Testament 2 We are cumpeliedto
answer—it is not. That our Lord, in a suveresan
manner, clected and empowercd evary une ot those
who were to promulgate nis religiun is Dot guestined.
The apostles assume the same irresponsible authoriy
in relation to such as thev acknowtedged in the cha-
racter of religiousteachers; and while they freely ad-
mitted, and ndecd invited, the popular concurrence
on all occasions where common or secular inicrests
were involved, and especrally in every pecuniary
trapsaction, yet reserved to themselves the power to
create sprstual eflicers. Foranght thatappears i the
CANONICAL WRITINGS, N0 other mode of apputnent
found rootn in the Church; and the assumpuon that
the apostles exercised this poner wivirtie of therrex-
traordinary connnission, and on the ground of their
miraculous knowledue of heants, is purely gratuitous
Soit may have bzen; but we have no evidence in
support of the aliegation.

The apostolic epistles abound, as well in exhorta-
tions addressed 10 the people, urging the duty of sub.
mission to their spiritual sulers, as v admodnions
given tothe officers of the Church, and pres<ing upon
them the temper and condduct, the idelny, the puniy,
the impartiatity,and the mneekness, which become their
station.  We find &lso, us the three clerical epintles of
Paul, addressed to two ol the wdivideals whom he
had empowered to aet in order, aud to keep in order
the Churcehes, specific insituctions concerning lie ap-

ointment and government of spirtual otheers, buih

igher and lower. Alltins arcords well with the sup-
positiun_that the clerical autho: ity und function
springs from within itself, and is i1 espectice of the
poprlar will

Ifthe apostolic writings afford a single particle of
evidence, direct or indirect, in Saveurof the doctrine
of the Fop\\lar origination, or pupular control of the
clerical office, let it be produced. I not, even if we
should admit by accommudatiun ike propriety of some
sort of popular infiuence in this behall, we mustdo <o
manifestly in contradictivn 1o the principle ol the
sufficiency, and the sole authority of Seripture in mat-
ters of church polity, Thetwo principles of modern
democracy in church affairs, and of an unbzanding
adherence to the leiter of Seripture in what relates to
worship 2ud government, are abhorrent,the one of the

other. Meanwbile, calm and weil informed men, in.
different to actual mierests, must halt on the threshotd
when summaonied to enter the Church, of the ultimate
power therein is ulleged 10 rest with a sacesdowl or-
der, self-evolved, anuarresponsible. Wil human na.
mre well bear 10 be sofar uusicd 7 Dovs even Chis.
Hanuy alord any safeguard against the natural sbu-
e~ and eneroachments that atiend insulated and wn-
detined spiruaal awibonty ? These proper and anx-
ons inguiries lead the way to out next sudunent of
Church Poluy, and sluch presents an adeguate ba-
lance to sacerdotad powers

VII Christianity, assuredly, is neither despotic in
its spitit, nor conld itgenerate despolisms,in any case,
u'alﬁo“ ed to retain that rudiment which, in the pri-
mitive Churches, operated asanatural counterpoise
to cterical authonty.  ‘I'luscounter poise was the par-
ucipation of the people~the Plethos, in ehurch dehb-
erations, and church act~; and especially the scope
allowed to populay agency in every punitive exercise
of disespline. An efiective cheek is this to what might
atherwise be fornuduble in sacerduial power. So
long asat is tully and frecly admitted clerical authori-
ty may sately reach a lngh and salutary pomnt ;b re.
move or restriet ity and then our alternative is either
o give roun to the pride @ J arrogance ol priesis, or
to cashier the mmisters of religion ol all digmity and
poner (as an oider) and to deny themihe greater pan
of theiruseful influctice.  “Bhe presence and acuve
operation o! this pupular clemnent in chureh affairsis
not a whit less neessary as the guaraniee of the pow-
er of the clergy, than as ihe safeguard of the Liberties
of the people.

As the prinitive Churches knew nothing of that
ministerial subserviency whieh belenge to our modern
congregationgl communities, so neither did they ad-
mit that fatal separation between clergy and laily
which destroys all effeciive veciproeny between tho
two, Jeaves to the formera perrlous, nay ruinous irres-
punsibiluy, and treats the fatteras the passive, or rath-
er the dead suhjeeis of elerical operations.  On this
pmntalmost every existing Christian community has
moved far {rom the fuundaton on which alone the
Chiurch can be securely reared :msome, throwing the
sovereign power into the hands of the peaple; while
others have left i, uunbalanced, with the clergy.
Chnstiznity may be expected to regain its energy
when, to the clergy is restoredihat independent autho-
nty and digmiy, & the sninisters of Leaven, with
wh.ch they may <afely be mtrasted, <o lung as they
yield to the apostolic counterpoise of popular influ-
ence.

La every age it hrsbeen by gatkering themselves in.
(o clusiers, apast from the people, by suting in con-
clave, with the doors barred against the Jaity, and by
concering measures, not in the church, but i cham-
bers and closets, that the ministers of religion have
converted the Gospel intoa system of lyrauny and an
engine of cruclty. ‘The bisiory of Sprvitual Despo-
tism hinzes upun this divalsion of the clements of
Church Power. An impious and fatal divoree of
what God had jeived—a divoree crafi. | cffected by
the clergy, was the principal means ot introducing
and cf establishing all corruptions and all usurpa-
tons.

The peurle, whether in mass, orby representation,
being present, and talang a share i church pro-
ceedings, and being alluwed @ real, not a nominal a-
zeney m churehacts— hnowing whatever is proposed,
and_concusring in whatever s determined, there will
no longer be danger in granung to the clergy as
high and free an awhority as Christian men

could wish 1o exercise, or safely to themseives sus-
tain.
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« The apostalic societies were, in the fullest sense of
»he word, CoMMUNITIES ; hot iudeed chavuce assem-
“blages, hable .o the confasivns thatattend unrestraned
‘deﬁmcmcy, but eraanized vadies, cguuuu’.cd u!_hc.xd,
and heart, and mebers, concurring, according to
their several powers, 1 the same aets, amd bound to-
igether by o vial syinpathy,  ‘T'he princrple ol apos -
tglic church polity would, as we assume, have baen
“Wiolated in an equal degree, either by any adempt ol
ighe peuple obrng their pasturs o subservienteons
Fdition, as thewr supendiaties; or by any endeavour ot
“ghe clergy 1o sustaik and extend their wrerogatives by
smecretconspiracy. Tihetwo great rudsmnents ot eccle-
.Bastical polity, namely, the saceniotal vngin ol sa-
tgerdotal poweis; and the presence and concurrence
¢of the people in acts of discipline and m the enact-
dnent ot regulations, and especizlly 1w the manage-
ynent of pecumary afiurs, are currelauve, and he
‘worst evils arise frow parung them, or from praci
ieally nullfymyg cither.  The one is not woith con-
Jending for, apart from the other; and the one s es-
Jsential tothe compleic operaton of tne other.  Which
gver parly sims to compromese liie privileges and
jghts ot the other, is blid s own.

IWe have already spoken of the first of these two
sprinciples - aud nothing »~ easser thanto estabhish the
1second. A~ mauer of lusiory the lact ot the concul

sFence of the mass of the Charch 1 deliberations at
“decisions stands on the face of the apostulic wistings.
LThe wukiitode cawe together, aud ook these part m
~She wost important consulianuns. ta the malat e
Aas referred the clection of oflicers charged wiih tig
“secondary atlsirs of the communaiy - the brehren heid
p the hand, although they dad bus fay the hand: the
eirotomia was allowed them, waere the Acvothesia
as reserved to the presbyiers and bishops.  Public
mbusiness was indeed arranged, propounded, and car-

R '
sried through by Pablic Porsons; bat sttl it was car-
bh > & ?

ied as public Lusuiess,  The mackmation in clusels
o,@f interests that ought to be o) enly discussed, 3> @
Tfreason against the commumty ; noar was zny such se-
Sgret management admitied cven by the divinely com-
ARissivned apusiles.
3% But the tenor and the terms of the apostolic epistles
“affurd the most satistactory evidence on the pownt of
“gbe liberal and overx cons.itutivn of the first Chavches.
“#Phese epistles, fraught wih variousand specitic ad-
“¥ices on guestions of discigline and governument are,
saddressed comprehiensively and direetly 1o the mas
Zof believers;—not 1 the people throngh the medinm
oktheir rulers, ‘The pastors are indeed mentioned,
“But this inention ol them distinetly implies that the
‘Writer, in each instance, bad hiscye vnmediatetly
“fixed upon the people. Were then the people—the
belicversat larae, the mere subyects of church power?
~did they constitute an incrt mass, upon which sacer-
“dotal functions were to be exerciced ? Common sense
insulied by any such supposstion ; historic evidence
i outraged by afinning 1t to have been the taat
“IFhe Church, with its teachers and pastors, was one
SBving bady,various in its functions,but full of energy
< &nd activn.

e

¥ - .

% The course recommended or enjoined, on various

casions, by St Paul, and the public measures which
4h,t advises to be pursued, were plamly supposed to
“Assue from the breadih ot the Churchy and not 10 be
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_rpromulgated from the cluset of an ohgarchy. Our

iference in this instance has precisely the same

Pgtrengih as that which we draw wm favour of the in-
%*%]ependcnct- ofthe clerical function from the fact,that

§ I the nstractions bearing directly and exphcitly
Wpcn the appointment, investiture, character, and be-
aviour of the rulers of the Chureh, are conveyed to

DIvIDUaLs (not to Churches) and these being such
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as had received an irvesponsible authority, from an
iriesponsible source.

Vifl. We have then before us the constituents of a
Church, and their 1eaiprocal influence. It only re-
marns 10 ingnire, what shonld be the relative posttion
ol those who exereise the vatious public functions of
thebady.  ‘The tollowing considerations seemn proper
1o by premised to such an inquiry.

15t Itshould be admuded that the information fur.
mehed in the writings ot'the New “Pestament con-
cermug the form of goveinment prevailing in the
apusiohie Church s scanty, incomplete, intormal. to
<omte extent ambizinous, and such. in a word, asex-
cludes the suppostaan that any detinue polity was in-
temh d tobe awhornaively conveyed to the Church
wniversal. Ot let it be granted that the few who are
fully and famihiarly conversant with ecclesiastical an-
nyiniy,may atrnve ata clear cunviction ihat such and
st-h was the cconomy ol the fiest churches,or of most
of them; yet the Sanrrcee Evipesce alone, and un-
aited by learned researches, con never beso pre-
sented to the mass of Christiatis as to command their
as-ont to thes orthat system,as apostolicund unchauge-
able.

Ay, The informativn we gather, in part fromthe
incidental allusions of the cavumcal writers, and m
part from the extant remans of early Chostian luer-
aiure, suggesis the behe! (in dtselt probble) that, un-
der the cye, and with the approbation or permission
of the aposiles, different modes ot chareh government
prevatled in dafferent countries.  ft s, we say, per-
feetly credible, and preity nearly cstablished as a
faet, that a certain eeclesiastical coustitaiion which
mizht well accord with the nativnal sentiments and
civil usages of the Christtans of Syria, or Persia, or
tie provinees of Hellenic Asia, might be altogether
repugnant to the teehngsof the Churches of Greece
proper, of ltaly, Gaul, or Northern Afica. That sort
ofsupersiitions,servile,and despouc inflexibility which
is characteristic of the arrogant churchman ot later
ages, asswredly was not the temper of the first pro-
mulgators of the Gospel. St Paul, especially, had
leared that high wisdom which i¢ at once immovable
in principle, and compliant in circumswntials. The
w bole anatozxy ol lus behaviour,and of his sentiments,
contradicts the supposition 1hat he went about carry-
ing anron model ot ecclesiustical government, from
couniry to country.

3y, We mast bz especially aware of those falla-
cics in arguament what arise {rom placing reliance
up.an enther the ciymological import,or the afterwards
acquired and specifie sense of certain erm- of uflice ;
since it is wantest that these tenins are used converts
thly throughont the New Testument, and are inter-
echanzed with a lawtude and a freedom that does not
atali accord with the defimtions and assumptions of
muodern controverusts.  Modern  controversies, onh
church government, have been rendered indecisive by
ihe favlr, common to all parnes, of contending for and
agamst NaMrs ; stead of tnquiring concerning facts.
What avails it, for example.to prove that the pastors
of single and small congregations were called bish-
ops? Theonly question of significance is this, wheth-
er, when there were ten, fitty, ora hundred congre-
gations in & city,cach wi s an insnlated and independ-
ent Church, having its bishop, and its exclusive or-
gamization, or whether they did not, in all such cases,
constitite one Chureh, governed by a single president
(ealt him what we may) who bare rule over all the
clenical persons ministering to those several congre-
watons ¢ I we find in fact at Jerusalem, at Antioch,
at Ephesus, at Alexandria, at Rowne, some such cco-
nomy as this, and alwaysoxs Cueren, comprising ma-
ny congregations, directed by one angel, or chief,
those who choose may argue the question—what was
his title 3
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The apostles evidently employ terms of o(fice rather
in the power ot thewr absivact meaning, than as the
fixed and conventional designations of estabhished
functionaries, ‘I'he apo-tles call themselves prechy-
ters and deacons 1o, OQur Lord s declarad to be
bath Bishop and Deicon,  Presbyiers ate hisiops ;.
and bishops are tedchurs and helpers;auda Ponmare
is exhoried, in one place, 1 dathe work of i cvan-
gelist,and in ano.hier, fally 1o discharae the ofine ot
adeacon. There can be no couclusiveness i an
argutent thatasswaes @ hxed appropristion of ttles!
when no such approptiation had tahen place. i

IWhat is highly imporiant to observe, is this, that
the Hquid or convernbie siate_in wiidh we find thel
designations of ofhi ¢ inthe New Tewament, indr |
cates clearly the yet andefined condi wn of the tunce
tions to which such uiles are, i that promiscuous.
manner,applicd. It is rue, m relation to e, as|
well as to sacred dizneies, or publiec duties, that the;
interchangeable application of uiles, affnas & sure
guide tothe circwmsitices of the commupudy within
which itprevans, A steadv aud exactlv detined con-
stitution ot offices never lails to be grnchly followed
bya well maked us e, asazmug cerann deiana-
tions to certiun funetionaties; W distarb w hiseh be- |
comes an affront to diguities, wad 15 astantly tesented.
Wot even the most heedless winers i any age, tal
to pay respect to sach verbd demarcanons of nonour.
The name of oflice is known to be an imporiant pre- |
servative ol the prerogatives ol oviice; and when
once such preroZitives have cue o be soled and
distinetly ascertained, tie sevetsl nanes that mark
the zeaduions of rank cense to be comaruble. On
this rule we conclude, with sume degtee of assurance,
that, during the ap stulic aze, furms of governmeut
and the disuibation of public services, were sidlvpen
to many variativns and anvmahies.  No wrniter of the
age of Cyprian uses the words bishap, presbyier, and
deacon, so indeterminateiy ur su abstractedly @s do
the apostles.

From these premises we draw an inference deci-
siveagainst ail hizh and exclusive pretensions, on
which side soeverthey may be advanced ; and aganst
arrogance and dogmatiwm, whitever model of pohiy
it may professto wunain,  Neverheliss, it may
true that the conenrrzut es lmony ol Chnstan anti-
quity preponderates largely oi tie swe of & cediain
system ; and moreover, thal Uas s sysiein ploves
itself, if we might soterm il, tabe the sponiancous
form of exiernal Clinstianuy, whenever the natral
course of things (during ¢ prosperous condinon vithe
Churceb) is notinerlered wath by special panioas or
prejudices.

This question then presents itself, and must needs
be determined—What was tie rule and prseple ot
the relationship subsisting amony these congrega-
tions, and what the sysien of organizauen, 1 any,
which combined the clergy offictaiing sh these assem-
blies? This quesion,orthese two quesiwns, ae
no way 1o be evaded ; and the decrimmation ot them
carries, substantiably, the questivnn ol ceclesiastical po-
lity. The spirit and precipis of the Gospel demand,
and its diffasion and mainienance as ap « Xiernael con-
stitwtion requare, that al) Chrisians withan the walls
of acity, or wuhin the circiit ot a disirzet, should ie-
cognise cach other, as such, and should co-uperaic to

romote their common weltare.  ‘Thevare in fict re-

ated by juxta-position 3 st 1s unpo-uble that they
should be iznorant of cach viher'sexisienee, as Chris-
tians: they are therefore bound 1o muntain feilow-
ship; or it they neglect 0 do so, nothg ey pre-
serve them from runming inio tivalry and fucton.
Unless melien 1nto oue miatss, and untess commingled
in every possibic manver, by interchange of offices,

i

the strong natural teadeney to jealousy and division
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among separate corporations, wilt quickly and ce

tainly come mto play, to the infinite damage of'allav:

the dishonour of relugion,

Chrivianity tends always to, and demands, socr:
urganiz won.  Whete there s no urgamzanon the;
s no Chrstianity @ where orgamzation is ymperh.
o casual, thete Christanity is teeble or faciivus; o,
1t thete be goud veason for seenring any order, or |
wstiteting any  goveumeid, on ehigons gound
there is the s ane 1eason for effecung the wost pe
teet order, and for esablishing the wmost finished s«
tem of govermment possible.  Dangers, it as true, .
temd all systems of combination ; bue still greater d.
gers antach to the want of combination  Evilsa-
not averted, but only exchanged, by turegoing the b
nehits of an extenstye cconomy, or polity.  Christie
ity is not merely love and peace, but a poxp of Iy
and peace.  To profess the love, and to 1cject
bond, i~ deemed, in 2l cases,a sublerfuge,  The
are those wito say, “Magy we not bave the affect
ard the saneiiy of marnage without the knot 7'—)
<t b license ispermiiied in any well ordered comen.
nity.  Whoever retuses 10 he bound to a goud &
virous conattion, hatbours contempt of the prin.
pie wlich sanciions the obligation,

We assume then that Chiristians, near to each o
e1, are but to constilute nxny Churches, but o
Churchk=ler the chapels in which they happen e
~emble be five,or five bundred. Asa mater of hisve,
uo question cat be reised repecimg the combinate
ol Chrisiians in enies and disitiess, doring the pris,
tre ages  We bieas Intde ot nuilunz of the anuap.
rint citcnms ance of the particalar bnddings or char
bers it which congregatons et ;but we know,bever *
doub, that, until the seamless vesture of Christ va
rent by angry spirits, the brethren of every city, &1 j
its snbmbs, forined obe commumon, and atc ot 3
loaf, and were led and ruled by une stofi.  ‘There v, 3
one centre and one circwmnicrence ; or rather,one 12 %y
and one shepherd. But how did the pruniive oo ¢
bination of Chnisnans, within cities and districis.. g
feet the relationstup aud mteinal arganzation gi v §
elergy 7 oo bow mu<t such a combination, necess.
and projes as s, ativet ehindh goverimeant an .
age ! The clorgy ate, by such conbinations, brou.
wmio o ity as 2 body, and nobing can then ay
(eor<hadd we wish it he averied) the estalis
nent ol some speeies of hierarciical subatdinat:
Anincidensl ond yethighly nuportant cousequen
uf s mnnd ipal or g amzatien in the ancient Cia
wosthe inierdiarze i the sanvaces of teachers as .
the comgiezations of adivcese. JLwas not et
diat the ielents and accomplishments of & single ni
even of the muost gifted, could ~upply suflicient
ment and sustruction to the sawe people, week @l
week, and year after year.  Our modern usages,
thi~ Denall, invelve & very stnious praciical i
Ta leave & congregation submeiged i the Mag.
pant of & single mind, for hall @ century, can w
consist with it~ progress in knowledge, or wath
teiny. Notling perbaps has more boouabed Cu
taniv, ot prevented itsexcension. Againg thiss
wmnmctpal association of the peorte and clergy, ok
nvely cur offtiie dep andonee of the elergy, il
Aty up o tie leaders of single congresarions, 1.
church fund dud indeed accrue from volumary «
tnbations; batit arose from a biowd suriace; wi.
reached indireatly those who reeeived it They
ple bad no opporinniy given them te modify doc i -
to solien muralisy, or1o avert disciphing, by the 1
cfiicacy of their power asthe poymasicrsof theirics
ers. Ogce more; the sume cconomy hoke up.
wreat degree, that1oo natura] tendencey of things,wh,
places ihe clergy of a vicinity in opposition, the«s
to the oihier, as chiefs of companies, and as il 283
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didates for popular favour. Wholly to preclude this
an‘;Slsu}nhappy tendency is indeed impracticabie on
Whichc leme ; yet we should ce\jlamly avoulq systen:
Person, ;n a dlyg(:l and p(_\wertul ‘manner, stimulates
foung ?i ambition, Neighbouring congregations,
grud ed on the congreguational principle, hardly avoic
ons ges E}nt.l disagreements, transmited ofien {rom
hordﬁz‘-;ﬂelrauon to anotuer, like the feuds of Arabian
tated by I‘ben again, the spirit of this systew, irri
- b}’? false jealousy on the subject of the rights
on ‘t’g‘ﬂﬁc1ence, mpels division and separatien, often
Sonalutl,z-“ 8rounds  Dislikes or predileciions, per-
burts ickerings, and famiiy discords, lead to out-
Sis of mdependency; and thus a sect propuagates it-
b , ot always by natural grqwlh or of_f>et, like atree;
ani y blsectAon or rending, like certain orders of the
!mal kingdon,
clicluding then the arbitrary theory which insulates
s\lmin""“gregation, and makes it a chuich; and as-
“eivhbg that the comununion and organizaiion ol
Spezief’u?m-g congregations necessarily involvessome
o o; ol hierarchical combination, we hm{e to make
dis!incf'e between those two schemes which (small
Ciples lons overloolked) embudy the only zeneralprin
press we can well have recourse to, that is to say,
Yterianism and episcopacy.
(t) €cide between the two on the ground of the an-
Usage of the Church, might seem an easy thing
Se who are conversant with the Christian litera-
Of the first three centuries. The broad conenr-
evidence which favours the episcopat form ot
o iment may indeed (like every other kind of evi-
E € 0n every sort of subject) be excepted against in
T
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Alliculars, or be evaded, or rendered seemingly am-
'BUous, by cross circamstances. Butstill, those who
€ad church history purely aswmixtory, and who care
dUle what present interest it may favour, will not, we
:‘“agine, hesitate to conclude that, nine out often of
‘ge churches of the first century were episcopal; or
lu:t Nineteen out of twenty of x.huse of the second cen-
ft)ry’ and almost all of the third acknox\'lg(lzed this
ma‘;{ ol government. The orTnonoxy of the great
are :“?( Christians in those ages, and their Episcopacy,
Nicmo prominent facts, that meet us, direclly or im-
thoge t)". on almost every page of the extant remains of
Same imes,  The sane method of quotation, and the
i"gen’,n1sfepresenta}1()xl of evidence,which enabled lhf
top, lous author of the “History of Early Opinions”
oW a shade over the first of these important facts,
. Onc:‘?ﬂ. le an opponent of episcopacy to put us in doubt
g Qg the second. But no method sanctioned by
aud honesty will do it.
other hand,if a choice were to be made be-
®piseq WO sctoan porMs of presbyterianism and of
Pacy, whereof the first admits the laity to a jus
!ra:i?,),"sé"“c place in the management and adminis-
Jeets allos lhe.()hun:h, while the second'absolule.ly re-
Ushishe uch influence,and at the same time retains,for
4 ur, y Ps,the baronial dignities,and the segu)ar splcn-
ageg! tksl‘ll”p'ed by the insolent hicrarehs of the middle
Culg ’SOnQ." indeed the balance would be one of a diffi-
COrreqyjch and unless there were room to hope for a
a l!mdn and reform of political prelacy, an houest
s“bstamie?‘b(:h"s“a" mind would take refuge in the
at ‘: enefits of presbyterianism.
Person, ~Y§{em which places a living centre as the
2 preg t" Ject of reverence and love in the room of
wgic Ze‘ry, OT a convocation, secures an advantage
°“ght{o‘:,e°:§ as humgn nature remains \x'!xat it is,
indeed lh;l?mfdm the highestprice. Iiis grant-
cienlly, an Cec esiastical business may be managed
l‘esbym,;‘ but ilc‘i’snomlcally, and equilably, by a
thown Motive of Our";f;itrmed, on thehstreng.h of the
Olegoeg benefits of ure, thai snch a management

ar, e 't a refined sort, which sprin
ound a patriarchical chajr.— prve or
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Toassign to all the same duties, and toreduce all
‘0 the same level, is to affront reason and natore inan
cgregions manner.  ‘The Church necds services tobe
pertormed, not ol one kind, but' of many ; and nature
ictually provides persons adapled to that diversity of
service. Awong fifty or a hundied elerical persons,
some Willbe found whose bold and ardent zeal calls
theminiothe field ot labour and danger in carryingthe
Gospel upon new ground; some, whose taste fur intel-
jectual pursuits, and whose faculty of acquisition,
mark them for the closet, or forthe chair of catecheti-
cal instruction ; some, whose powers of utterance and
flow of soul challenge them for the pulpit; some,
whose gentleness of spirit, and whose placid skill, fit
them for the difficult task of the personal cure of'souls ;
some, whose philanthropy and self-denying love for-
bid them to be happy any where but among the poor
and wretched ; and some, moreover, although itbe a
few, whose calmness of judgment and temp:r, whose
comprehensiveness of understanding, whose paternal
sentiments and personal dignity, declare them,without
mistake, to be destined to the throne of government.
We may decry episcopacy ; but the Lord sends us
bishops, whether or not we will avail ourselves of the
boon. *

The Church has great need to use a much more
wise economy of the various talents committed to her
trust than any existing religious community exerei-
ses.  On all sides, there is a most wasteful neglect of
diversified abilities. Systems which, for the saving
of some fond hypothesis, confound all nataral distinc-
tions of temper and power; and enforce an equality of
rank, and au identity of employmeut upon all official
persons, obstruct the common benefit, and hinder the
]:Jrrogress ofthe Gospel, ina degree notio be calculated,

he economy of powers, and the division of labour,is
no where mere imperatively needed than within the
Church. Whatever may be ambiguous in the Pau-
line epistles, this surely is prominent, and unguestion-
able, that 1he apostle—always remarkable for his
prompt good sense, and his respect for the actual con-
stitutions of nature, recognises the diversity of gifls
and powers, and supposes that this diversity, which
springs [row the Sovercign Wisdom, is to be turned
to the best account possible in prownoting the great and
various purposes of the Gospel. Weneed ask for no
oltber argument in favour of episcopacy. Many have
the gifts requisite for the ordinary duties of a Chris-
tian teacher;nut a few may beneficially administer the
iuterestsof'a small cirele; but itis only a few—yet
there are such, who can sustain the burden of exten-
sive government. 'T'be several parts of our argument
converge here upon our conclusion.—If the Chris-
tians of a city or district are numerous, and consti-
tute many congregations, these congregations must
combined under some fixed system of organization.—
An organization of many congregations includes the
association and co-operation of all clerical ferscns
within such a circle, or diocese.—The combination of
clerical persons, their concord, the distribution of
services, and the apportionment to the highest advan-
tage of their various talents, demands a centre of
control, and an efficient administrative authority.—
We may, it is true,stopshort in a government by a
council, or committee, or presbytery. But we dobet-
ter in following the indication of nature, and the ana-
logy of civil atfairs, and in placing the supreme admi-
nis ritive power in the hands of a Father and Shep-
herd.—Such, as we cannot doubt, was the practice of
the primitive Churches, * *  »

* The few remarks which we intended to subjoln, illustrat-
ing the fact thit the Presbyterian Government of the church of
Scotland, is this scriptural episcopucy, and ensures all its ad-
vantages, free from the evils of the Popish scheme---we must
defer till next number. Ed, Ex,

'
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SKBTCH OF THK HISTORY OF THE CHURCI OF
SCOTLAXD.

The Christian religion was introduced into Scot-
land in the course of the fiest centary.  There are
several old historians who mention that the Apostles
preached in Britin; but there is nothing ceriain on
record as to whether or not they penctrated into Scot-
Jand. The most gencrally received opwion is, thar,
about the year 96, during the persccution carried on
agamst the Christians by Domitian, the Rowan em-
peror, some Christians fled into Scottand, and preach-
ed the gospel there, and bronght the natives to the
knowledge of Clrist. These are believed to have
been some of the disciples of the apostie John,  Tins
opinton is founded, in part, ona tradition which was
handed down for several ages amongst the Scottish
Christians themselves.  Although John and his dus-
ciples labored principafly in the East, it is not impos-
sible taat some of them might travel in the apposite
direction, and bedriven by persecution into Scottaud.

The Scots, at this time, were attached to the idol-
atry of the Druids, which, at one time, prevailed ex-
tensively over the Butish Isles, as well as over a
great part of Europe. ‘The Druids were a sort of
priests who performed their rites, and offered up theiy
sacrifices in groves of oak trees, whence their name,
(from drus, un oak.) Tucoak was considered by
them as the emblem, or rather the residence of the
Deity whom they worshippsd. In some parts of
Scotland, particularly in some of the islands, there
remain to this day ciccles of huge stones or pillars
which are supposed to have been crccted by the
Druids in their groves. Thew religion certainly
of great antiquity, is supposed to have bzen the
same to which the Jews so frequently revolted in
the days of Ahab, Manassch, &ec.; and hence such
allusions as that in Ismah 1. 29, * They shall be
ashamed of the oaks which ye have desired,” &c.
Their rites were often cruel and bloody, for we read
that they sometimes otfered up human sacrifices to the
Deity.,  There were several curcumstances which
caused them to be lghly respected, and to give them
a most powerful hold on the nunds of the people.
While they taught the mmortality of the soul, they
also belicved in and taught s transmigration, ove
which they professed to have the power. They
were hikewise skiled in several brauches of naturai
philosophy, which enabled them to take advantage of
raany phenomena, which were the cffects of natural
causes, to work upon the superstition of the people,
and to impress them witih the idea thut they were pos
sessed of supernatural power.  They belonged, more-
over, to the best families; and in addition to their
being often employed as l:gisiators, they were the
Jjudges or arbitrators i all controveisies, public and
private, and whoever dih not submit to ther judge-
ment was held as impious and accursed, These
things require to be kept in mind, in order to enable
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to contend with at its first introduction, as well asto ¢
appieciate the value of that trinmph which the gospel

obtawed over the dark superstition, and the horrid .
vites of Paganism. :

That the gospel was pretty generally received in
Scotland hefore the close of the second century, is
mferced from an incidental expression of Tertullian,
who flourished aiout that time.  In speaking of the
propagation of the gospel, he includes amongst those
countries which were then converted to the faith of .
Chnist, cven those parts of Britain which had proved .*:
inaccessible to the Roman arms  There can be no
doubt as to whom this reference applics, for it is a
well known fact that the whole island had at this
time been subjected to the Roman arms, except the
parts nhab.ted by the Scots,—the more southern and
south castern distiicts of what is now called Scotland,
wito whica the Romans had made incursions, being
then orcupied by the Picts.

It the begimug of the thivd century, Christianity
was publicly professed 1n Scotland.  The first of tue
Scottish kings who cmbraced it was Donald I, who, -
in the year 203, was public'y and solemuly bapuzcd
along with his Queen, and a number of his nobles.
Tlus circumstance shows that by whomsoever the ,;
wospel was first introduced into Scotland, it must
have existed there for some considerable time prevnous
to this period.  The gospel does not, in gencral, :1;,
tiold, in the first instance, on the gicat, or the miglhty,
or the noble of tins world. It most frequently worke f§
its way upwards from the humbler classes of society.
This would cspecinily be the case at that time i ¥
Scotland, where the Druid pricsts belonged to the -
uighest and most powerful fanities in the land, and,
as might nawmaily be expected, wou'd give it ther
most dcnded opposition 5 and its being cmbracod b) RO
the King and the nobles, is a pretty correct index lo\”::
the fact that at least a considerable mass of the people -3
were already leavened by it.  The bringing about o'~ 4
such a change as this must have been the work ot
sone considerable time, and, although all other evi
dence were wanting, this circumstance of itself woulig;
prove that the date assigned for the first planting ¢
Christianity in the country is pretty near the trathfras
Aad when we consider that, even inthe time assigned f Y
such a change was wrought upon a people, who, =
comumnon with many other European nations, were i
a rude and barbarous state, and were, moreoverf”s
engaged in frequent and bloody wars, and who we:
hcld in subjection by an artful heathen pricsthoos’
who wiclded a powerful influence over their superss;
tious minds, the fact speaks not a little for the devote
zeal, and unwearied diligence of the ficst Christ
teachers, by whom, under the Divine blessing, suc
achnnf'c was cffected.

;."4
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ported by Douald.
the heathen rites and ccrcmonies of the Druids, L
to have planted Christianity in every part of hlsﬂ 3

us better to estimate the power that Christianity had

minions. The design was favored by the nobxlx“ ,
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but the execution of it was prevented first by the inva-
sionof Scotland by the Emperor Severus, and shortly
afterwards by the death of theking,

For a considerable time after this, owing to the
weakness or wickedness of some of the kings, and
the wars and troubles in which others of them were
involved, little or nothing was done to facilitate the
further progress of the Christian faith, till about the
year 277, when Crathilinth ascended the throne. He
jmmediately took measures for expelling the Druids,
which he found to be no easy task, in consequence of
their influence and popularity, which they still, toa
considerable extent, maintained; but, by great ex-
ertion and perseverance, he finally succceded. He
likewisedestroyed almost every memoriat of them.

‘The Christian religion gradually advanced from
this time, and, under the fostering care of Crathilinth
the knowledge of the true God and the Christian faith,
prevailed pretty generally throughout the country.

In the beginning ofthe fourth century, the cause of
Christianity in Scotland was very materially ad-
vanced, in consequence of the persecution carried on
by the emperor Dioclesian, which drove multitudes,
both of ministers and private Christians, particular-
ly from ths south of Britain, to seck for safety in
Scotland, These persons, among whom therc were
many who were eminent both for their learning and
their Christian excellence, were all kindly received by
Crathihinth, and well provided for, that they might
be induced to remain, and assist in establishing the
Christian religion over all the kingdom.

The little information that has been handed down
to us respecting the Culdees, the preachers of the
‘Christian faith, of these times, in Scotland, pre-
sents them in an exccedingly interesting point of
view. They were distinguished for their humility,
and the simplicity of their manners—the purity, holi-
ness, and piety of their lives—their seclusion and re-
tirement from the world, and their indifference to its
pomps, and vanitics, and pursuits—their devoredness
to the servics of God, and their laborious effonis to
instruct and benefit their fcllow men in rteference to
their eternal well-being—and for the harmony they
wmaintained among themselves,  Their manner of
worship was exccedingly simple, and their form of
church government was decidedly Piesbyterian. They
preached the great essential doctrines of the cross,
that make the soul wise unto salvation ; and when
the church, in other parts of Europe, sunk into erro:
and corruplion, they preserved and preached the gos-
pel in all jts purity for ages.

Some historians have supposed that the term Cul-
dee was a contraction of Cullores Dci, worshippers of
God; but it is more probable that it was indicanve
of their retirement and seclusion from the world; es-
pecially as many of the places where the Culdees
lived, retain their name to this day, with tie syllabte
kil prefixed ; as, for instance, Kil Marnock, or the

cell of Marnock; Kil Ninian, or tke cellof Ninian.
L

It is originally & Gaclic word—Culdicks—menning
& sequestered person. ¢ There is, I am informed,”
says Dr. Jameison, in his history of the Culdees, “a
pretty general tradition in the Highlands of Scotland,
that the Culdees immediately succeeded the Druids, as
the ministers of religion; and it is said that they re-
ccived the name of Cuildeack, as delighting, like
the priests of heathenism, in retired situations, The
reader may lay what stress he pleases on this tradi-
tion, but it deservesto be mentioned, that, according
to a writer in Statist, Acet. vol. xiv. 199, the Druids
undoubtedly possessed I, (Tona,) before the introduc.
tion of Christianity.”” It was, no doubt, on account
of their retired habits they received this name, for
Buchanan tells us that “ they led a solitary life, vrith
such a reputation for sanctity among all ranks, that,
upon their decease, the cslls they had inhabited were
changed into churches; and from that custom it still
continues that the ancient Scots call churches, cells.”
Their love for retirement was just what was to Le
expected from the circumstances in which they were
placed. The first teachers of Chiistianity in Scot-
land had fl-d to save their lives from the persecutions
which raged within the pale of the Roman empire,
and in doing so, it is but natural to suppose, that,
with the full koowledge before them that the people
among whom they were going were heathens, they
would seck for refuge in the most retired places. And
being scparated from their friends—in poverty—
amongst strangers and heathens in all probability only
less hostile to them than those from whom they had fled,
it is not to be wondered at that they shou'd culiivate
retirement.  We are not, liowever, to imagine, that,
although they sought a vefuge in sequestereq retreats,
they, on that account, led the idie hife of hermits or re-
cluses.  On the contrary, their assembling congrega-
tions avound them, and Christianity making the pro-
gress we find it did throughout the country, are facts
that bear the most ample testimony to their zeal, ac-
uvity, and diligence, prompted by the purest Chris-
tian benevolence.  But, even afier they had dissem-
inated the truths of the gospel to a considerable extent,
and congregations had begun to assemble themselves
together on the first day of the week, it is to be re-
membered that, with the exception of the reign of
Donald {., Christiunity was for nearly two centuries
after its introduction, uncountenanced and unprotected
by the civil power, and that the Druid or heathen
party, cxasperated at the prospect of losing their
power, and by the actual encroachments, which,
through the influence of Chliristianity, were made on
their privileges, would use every means to raise the
suspicion, and to stir up the hatred of the heathen
part of the population against the Christians. The
infam congregations which had begun ro assemble for
worship and religious instruciion, would, in such e~
cumstances, feel that they were only obeying the dice
tates of common prudence when they held their meet~
ings in the same sequestered places where individual

* Macpherson's Dissertation on the Era of Ossian,
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Christians had first sought a refuge. These remarks
will tend to throw additional light on the circumstance
of the cells of the ancient Culdecs being converted into
churches. But there was another circumstance which
would attach the idea of retirement to tiic Christian
teachers, even although they did not, in the strict
sense of the word, seclude themselves from socicty.
The Druid priests appear to have acted a very promi-
nent part in the civil and political concerns of the
country ;—while, on the other hand, the Chnstian
teachers employed themselves wholly in imparting 1n-
struction to the ignorant, in disseminating the saving
doctrinesof the cross, and in winning souls to Christ.

During the reign of Crathilinth the Culdees con-
tinued to prosper, and his successor Fincormach pur-
suing the same course, the Christian veligion was
pretty well established in the country.  But after the
death of Fincormach, about the year 348, in conse-
gquence of wars and other troubles, it rather declined
for a number of years.

In the reign of Eugenius, (or Ewen L) Maximus,
the Roman governor in the south of Britain, conceived
the design of bringing the whole island under the
power of the Romans, by taking advantage of the
occasional feuds between the Scots and Picts. He
accordingly courted the favor of the Picts, and pro-
mised them that if they would assist the Romans in
rooting out the Scots, he would divide the country
belonging to the Scots among them. The Picts too
easily fell in with this proposul, and joined with the
Romans in invading the territory of the Scots. After
scveral engagements attended with various success,
the Scots were totally defeated by the united forces of
the Romans and the Picts, in a battle fought at the
river Doon, in Ayrshire, about the yecar 380, in
which the Scottish King, and the greater part of the
nobility were slain, The remainder of the Scots
were, by the severest measures, enurely driven from
the island. Some of them took refuge in Ireland,
and the Hebrides, others in Scandmavia, Denmark,
Norway, and Sweden; and a number of the Culdees,
afler wandering from place to place, and suffering
the utmost hardships, settled together in Iona, one of
the Western Isles.

Several attempts were made, at different times, by
the Scots in Ireland and the Western Isles to regain
possession of their own country, but without success.

Amongst those who fled to Denmark, were Eutho-
dius, a brother of the king who was slain, and his
son Erc or Eric, who were received into favour at the
Dauish court. Fergus, the son of Eric, after the
death of hiz father and grandfather, distinguished
himself asa warrior in several of the incursions that
were made upon the Romans by the northern nations,
and was along with Alarick, the king of the Goths, at
the sacking of Rome, in the year 410; and on his
return to Denmark carried with him a quantity of
books he had obiained at Rome.

In the mean time, the Picts having discovered to
their cost, by thetyranny under which they suffered,
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that the ultimate design of the Romans in getting
rd of the Scots was that they might be the better
able to subjugate them, repented of their error, and
hearing of the fame of Fergus, privately entered into
arrangements with the exiled Scots, and both joined
i inviting himto return,  Accordingly, encouraged
by the withdrawal of a great portion of the Roman
forces from Britain to defend the more central parts of
the empire, he made the necessary preparations and
arrangements, and shortly after, at the head of his
countrymen, and accompanied by a large body of
Danes and Norwegians, he arrived in the Murray
Frith, whence he marched to Dunstaffnage, in Ar-
gylshire, where the marble coronation stone was then
kept, in which he was solemnly crowned, Being
now joined by the remainder of the Scots from the
Western Isles and Ireland, and by a body of Irish
auxiliaries, he speedily recovered the ancient tecrrito-
ries of the Scots, and divided them amongst his fol
lowers, including such of his forcign allics aschose to
remain ;—and every thing was now restored to its
ancient form. Sensible of the beneficial effects of
sound Christian instruction in making the people
moral and enlightened, and consequently in giving
stability to a virtuous government, he lost notime in
recalling the Culdees from their places of banishment,
restored them to the places from which they had been
driven by the Romans, and repaired the churches
which had been defaced and thrown into ruins. He
erected buildings in the island of Iona, for the accom-
wodation of such of the Culdees as wished to remain
there, and furnished them with a library, consisting
of the books he had brought with him from Rome.
Books being rarely to be met with in those days, this
library must have been considered by the Culdees
of Jona as a most valuable acquisition.

Tona from this time became famous in the history
of the Scottish church. It became a sort of nursery
orcoliege where literature and gospel truth were cul-
tivated, and whence the light of a pure gospel radiated
by means of missionariesto the adjacent countries for
several ages, while the dark night of Popish supersti-
tion was spreading over the rest of the Christian
world.

The library at Tona, founded by Fergus, was in-
creased from time to time by the addition of documents
connected with the history of the kingdom.  These,
as well as the original books, were, in an afler age,
probably when the invasions of the Norwegians com.
menced, removed for snfety to the Priory of Resten-
net in Augus, although it is supposed copies of them
were preserved in Jona, as well as in other places.
This Priory, being built on an island in alake, (since
drained,)scems to have been considered asa place of
safety, asit was laterly made the depository of the
valuable records belonging to the Abbey of Jedburgh,
It was, however, plundered and destroyed by Edward
I., of England, during the Bruce and Baliol wars,
The part of the library which remained at Iona, was
destroyed by the Norwegians, during their invasions

EPSOL g

ey

o

PRI

S Flen

"3

“




n &

>

ol L

IS 4

e

5 S

s

DAY
b N

A

N

g

DISCOURSE BY THB REV. WILLIAM MAIR,

of the Western Isles in the middle ages—=some of the
more valuable manuscripts being carried to their own
country ; and it has been ascertained that numbers of
these records were prescrved at Drontheim, till they
were destroyed by a five which happened in that
city in the course of last century,

While Fergus was engaged in settling the affairs
of the kingdom, he was again attacked by the Romans,
and slain in battle, ‘This might have been attended
with the most disastrous consequences to religion, had
it not been for the vigorous administration of public
affairs by Grahame, the father-in-law of Fergus, who
acted as regent during the minority of the young
king; and the final withdrawal of the Romaa forces
from Britain, to check the eruptions which continued
to be made on all parts of the empire by the northern
nations. It was during the Regency of Grahame
that a public provision was first made for the support
of the Culdees. The very manner in which it is
mentioned by Buchanan is an index to the character
of these worthy men. * 'Thatthcy might not be bur-
densome to a poor people, he appointed them annual
incomes out of the fruits of the earth, which, although
small, even as things were in those times, yet the
modesty and the tempecance of the men was such,
that they seemed ample enough.”

During the Regency of Grahame, and the reign of
Ewen 1L, the son of Fergus, who also favored the
Christians, the condition of the church appears to
have been exceedingly happy. The Culdeeslaboured
with devotedness and zcal, and being free from every
thing like avarice or ambition, were hcld in higher
esteem than ever; and reugion continued to flourish,
notwithstanding the wars in which the Scots and
Picts were engaged with the southern Britons. These
wars were undertaken, first of all, in the regency
of Grahame, to recover the territory south of the
wall of Severus, (or Antoninus,) of which they had
been dispossessed by the Romans; and then, in the
time ot Ewen IL, for the recovery of the extensive
possessions of his grandfather Grahame, who origin-
ally belonged to an illustrious family in the south.
Thege possessions lay to the south of the wall of
Adrian, built between the ‘Tyne and the Solway, and
the southern Britons refused to give them up until
they were compelled to do so. It wasin consequence
of this that the southern Britons, as if they had been
suffering wrongfully, invited to their assistance the
Saxons, “who (as Buchunan says) were carrying on
their piracies, and infesting every surrounding coast.”
At the report of the settlement of the first party who
arrived under their leader Hengist, “ so great a crowd
followed from the three nations of Jutes, Saxons, and
Angles, that theysoon became formidable to the native
inhabitants,”

A. B.
(To be continued.)

83

DISCOURSR ON THE REASONABLENESS AND UTILITY OF
PUBLIC WORSHIP, BY THE REV. WILLIAM MAIR,
CHATHAM, L, C.

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is. Heb, x. 25,

With regard to the general obligation we are
under to worship Gud, and listen to the instruce
tions given to us in His word, we think there can
be, withall considerate and thoughtful persons,
but one opinion. Without His power our own
would be inadequate to our support for a moment;
without his wisdom to lead and superintend, our
lives would he one continued scene of errors and
dangers, of disappointments and sufferings, and
the world itself a labyrinth of which we should
be able to form no proper judgement, and upon the
movements of which we couid not for an instant
build with safety any expectations ; without His
kindness, which, like a pure and abundant spring,
is ever sending forth what refreshes and glad-
dens the hearts of men, our situation in this state
would be nothing better than a dreary and barren
wilderness, with not a spot to refresh our spirits,
and animate us in the prosecution of’ our journey
through it.  Where then should our hearts be ex-
pected to be most impressed with solemn awe ;
where should they feel the decpest veneration ;
where should they be warmed into the greatest
fervours of thankfulness, and excited to the most
implicit trust, and where should the lips utter the
language ofthese affections, if not in the presence
of Him whose offspring we are? Devotion is the
glory of man, It is when full of its pure and
ennobling emotions ; it is when forgetful of the
dust whence he originated, when withdrawn from
the concerns which yield only a temporary and im-
perfect happiness, and when alive to the attributes
of his moral and intellectual nature ; it is when
looking up to his God, admiring, and loving, and
preying to be able to transcribe upon his own soul
the sublime excellencies with which his God is en.
circled; it is when he thus humbly depends on the
Father of spirits, and rejoices in the thought of
being destined to receive the blessings which shall
ever continue to emanate from His administration
as the Sovereign and I.ord of all, that man is seen
in all his dignity, and is demonstrated to be formed
only a little lower than the angels.

Devotion, too, is not more honourable than
friendly to man. Amid the delusions which cheat
and sicken the heart; amid the trials and afflictions
which press down and enervate the tnind 3 amid
the vices which deform and rain our nature, de-
votion opens up a retreat into which the man of
religion can enter, and where he can hold commu-

nion vith all that is fair and durable, and from
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which he can derive principles, invigorating at
once to his understanding and to his pious aflec-
tions,

Viewed in its gereral bearings, then, the wor-
ship of God and an attention to what he hascaused
to be written for our instruction, are, of all dutice,
the mostobviously binding upon rational creatures.
The more of the devotional spirit any man pdsses-
ses, provided it be pure, untainted by superatition,
the man is vaised in that which constitutes his
finest characteristic, and the more solid and broad
is the foundation rendered on which his happiness
is placed,

But in making these cbservations upon the duty
of warshipping God, and of giving due heed to
the dictates of His spirit, as these are found re.
corded in the Bible, we have only stated generally
what may be adduced in favour of St. Paul's pre
cept, nat to forsake the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is.

From the concluding member of the text, it
would appear that, at a very early period of the
Christian dispensation, the practice had been gone
into which has, unfortunately for the world at
large, and still more for the individuals themselves,
been too closely copied by great numbers—we
mean the forgetting to assemble themselves in a
public manner, for the improving exercises of re-
ligion, It is not improbable that, in ancient times,
several might be induced, oot of what they deem-
ed principle, to refrain from coming to the place
consecrated to the public service of Gad. They
might plead, as some still do, that, in private they
could worship their Maker as fervently and as
acceptably as they could do it in public, and that
therefore they wese not to be condemnecd merely
because they dispensed with compliance to what,
st least, is but a matter of form. God is notcon-
fined, they would argue, to temples made with
hands, but can be found of the pure and solitary
worshipper as readily as by him whoengagesin his
service with a multitude of his fellow creatures.

That God is not beyond the reach of the holy
mind, whatever be its external situation, and that
solitary devotion is often distinguished forits puri-
ty and intensity, and its bencficial effects, cannot
bear dispute. But that for this reason a man may,
in all circumstances, desert the public ordinances
of religion, is a fallacy which a very little reflection
will enableus to detect,

For the purpose of illustrating what is our
duty, or what is inconsistent with our duty, it is
pecessary that we should enquire not merely into
the consequences which would result to this or
that particular individual, from an attention to cer-

tain observances, or from "the desertion of them;
but if we would judge truly, we must® take
into consideration the consequences which would
ansuefrom these observances or the discontinuance
of them, were they attended to or laid aside by all
men. Upon the principles of human nature, is it
oris it not of advantage that public worship and
public religious instruction should be encouraged
by petsons of all descriptions, of all ranks and
orders of society ? This we conceive is the right
way of stating the question ; and upon this mode
of stating it, let its merits be tried,

Let us suppose, then, that the wishes of some
daring spirits were completely realized, and that
every edifice reared to the honour of God, and for
the promotton of plety within the land, were shut
up, or what would still more correspond with their
temper, were rased from its foundations, and that
every person were lcft, in the literal meaning of
the phrase, to worship God according to his con-
venience or his whim ; suppose that, for the sake of
experiment upon the species, that bold project
were carried into execution, and that not & single
vestige of public worship were left to shew whe-
ther the men of our land knew or served God or
not ; and what, it may be asked, would be the pra.
per results?

The first result, we think, would be the declen.
sion of piety, and finally its utter extinction,among
all who are more than ordinarily engaged in the
transactions of life.

Objects of sense have so much more power over
the mind than those of of an invisible and spiritual
kind, that, in no long time, not an instant would
be devoted to the solemnities of devotion. The
soul would be wholly engrossed with pursuits
whose profits are confined to, and enjoyed within,
the short period of the present existence. In a
word, such persons as, at present, are in danger
of sinking into the merest worldiings, notwith.
standing that a call is loudly made to them every
returning week, to rise above the world, and to
aspire to what is of infinitely higher moment,
would, when this call no longer sounded in their
ears, become totally devoted to the things which
perish in the using.

But this 18 not all: the result of such a project
as the one of which we gpeak, would not be limit-
ed to the destruction of piety, The impiety which
would be thuslet in, like a flood, would itself act
again as a cause the most destructive and ruinous
that can be thought of. Morality and piety are
intimately connected, so intimately that it is diffi-

cult to conceive how the one could exist without ¢

the existence and active operation of the other.
What is piety but the love and reverence of all
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that is syblime in the perfections of God? And
“.what are the perfections of God, but the qualties
“Yin hig nature which render him the lovelicat pattern
“of moral excellence of which the mind can form a
Zconception ? Tn adoring God, we are just contem-

-iplating, with awful reverence, the principles of

‘ithe highest morality, exercised in the amplest and
<fmost efficient manner. Imagine the Creator di-
".';veeted of wisdom, and benevolence, and justice,
-“three attributes which enter into, and indeed con-
"48titute the elements, not the elements merely, but
Jthe very essence of morality, which constitute,
‘,when in operation, morality itself; imagine the

.«LCreator divested of these attributes, and he would

.o longer be the fit object of reverence and love ;

swhile the worship of such a being, could worship

\Lbe paid Him by rational creatures, would have no
sconnection whatever with the promotion of right
»,conduct, thatis, of morality among men. On the
;contrnry, worship of this kind would deteriorate
é{).he moral character of the worshipper : it would
ssink instead of elevating man as a social bemg.
«But the mind when occupied in fearing God, in
\dwe)lmg with love and gratitude upon his unremit-
*gtmg goodness, or in trusting, with humble confi-

N .,{'dence, upon the rectitude of his decisions as the

.xjudge of human beings, is certainly, employ-
-£d 1n anexercise that is in its tendency virtu-
,ous. Put an end to this communion with God
‘then, as we undoubtedly should, among all who
3’-'0 much engaged in the business of the world,

:;,by proscribing the public assembling of ourselves

;together, and the encouragement afforded to morals

Zby devotion would speedily cease, while the finely

X combined principles of morality, would be thrown

Ainto & state of completedisorganization,

V : But, in the second place, were the public or

“dinances of religion dererted, a consequence some-
aymhat different in its nature, but not less pernicious
¥in 1ts effects thanthose we havealready mentioned,
~~would ensue, ‘There are minds so formed that de-
gvotmn may be said to be necessary to their very

’ /Xbeing. By this we mean that there are minds

. which are continually receiving deep and solemniz.-
ing impressions from the view of their present
. condition, and the thought of the condition for

 which they may be destined, ac well as from the
»;appenrances of the world around them, and the

7 general aspect of Providence,

Now these are the minds that take most delight
bothin private and public devotion, and they de-
Z rive most advantage fromit, Suppose, then, that
: there were no place where the name of God was
% publicly recorded amongst us, the effect with per-

& sonsof the character we now refer to, would bethat
their devotion would degenerate into superstition,

Public devotion has a powerful tendency to prevent
the mind from adopting extravagant notions of
thingsg, from running intv crude and vawarrantable
fancies respecting the object of worship, But con.
ceive of an ardent but untutored mind left entirely
to its own feclings in regard to the service which
it is to pay to its Maker, aud you will not fail to
conclude that there is great danger of its falling
into superstitious notions, and if once these notions
acquire & hold of the mind, they will encrease in
strength till at last rational piety be altogether ex-
tinguished and a sct of notions be substituted in its
room adverse alike to individual comfort, and to
the progress of the species in general, in all that
is improving and beneficial,

Such, thes, would be the evil consequence
were the public services of religion forsaken by
all. The greater part of mankind would fall into
a state of thoughtless impiety; this, again, would
prepare the way for the widest diffusion of disso-
luteness, and immorality of conductand manners ;
while mindsof a more retiring and sober cast, alive
to the sublimities and extacics of devotion, would
gradually sink down into the most abject and ir.
rational superstitions which, in their turn, would
become the parent of all those miseries that
superstition has never failed to produce wherever
it hag taken root in the world,

Some, however, who will readily admit that all
this would unquestionably occur, were public devo-
tion and public religious instruction entirely laid
aside,may stillbe inclinedtodeny thatas mattersare
managed among usat present, therecan be no great
detriment either to the individual himself or to the
community, inforssking the assembling themselves
together at thoge stated times which are set apart
by the church for the worship of God ; that, in
short, many a one who absents hiwself from our
assembly, may be as advantegeously employed else«
where.

1In the remarks we made upon devotion in gene~
ral, at the commencement of this discourse, it was
shewn, we think, upon just and acknowledged
principles, thatit is the duty of all men to worship
God, and to attend with the profoundest reverence,
to those instructions which God has graciously
caused to be recorded for their moral and religions
improvement,

Now the point at present before us is, whether
any individual can be sure that his religious state
shall prosper, if he desert the house of God, either
habitually or for an insufficient reason, a reason
which he cannot assign as an apology to his own
conscience, or which is more important still, and
ought never to be overlooked, cannot assign to
God himself, the judge of all ?
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We can have no hesitation, it is conceived, to joffer to God the sincere tribute of his love ang

answer this question in the negative, Aud we
do so in the lirst place, for this reasvm, that pub-
lic worslup g enjomned by the Almghty, so that
the individual in deserting it, is condemumg the'au-
thority of the very Bewng whom he pretends to
honour with his devotions in private.

Secondly, there are blessings which we all enjoy
as a community or a social body, for which, com-
mon sense tells us, we ought to express our grati-
tude to God in public. Thisis but doing what
wa usually approve of in matters of far less im-
portance,

Thirdly, ifit would be one of the greatest hard-
ships which could be inflicted upon a people, to Le
deprived altogether of the opportunity of publcly
acknowledging God, as we have shewn it would
be, thenis it the duty of every man to encourage
by his presence in the house of prayer Ins friends,
his acquaintances, his dependants, is neighbors,
to come to it along with hun.

Can any one assert, then, that a person may
despise all these considerations, aud yet his reli-
gious state continge to tlounsh? Can any
one lay claim to the possession of true piety, and
yet habitually violate the most express injunctions
cf God ™—to gratitude, and yet refuse, in a public
manpner, to thank God for public blessings 2—to
regard for the well-being of s fellow men, and
yet be utterly careless about the effect of lis ex-
ample upon the minds and conduct of those
around him ?

But we have lo expose a still greater delusion.
Isit generally, nay, is it ever the case that they who
forsake the assembling of themselves together are
distinguished for growth in the knowledge and
graces of the gospel 1 'While we are in the Housc
of God, are they who have voluntarily remamed
behind us, employing their minds and hearts inthe
way that Christianity directs her disciplesto do on
the first day of the week * Do you suppose that
these lovers of retirement and solitude, on secing
you leave your dwellings at the hour of prayer,actu-
ally sct about the dutiesin private in winch they
know you are about to engage in public? It
would indeed be dehghtful to have evidence that
thisis the case—butwe have nosuch evidence. We
have the clearest evidence tothe contrary ? Who
is it, again, that we find most indifferent to the
various duties which belong to man as an mdividual
and as a member of society ? Who is 1t upon
whose fidelity you feel yourselves most disposed to
rely ag a gervant, as a friend, as a master ? Surely
not upon the man who sets at nought the solemn
invitations to assemble in the house of God, anii to

obedience. We request you to recollect whether
you know many who, habitually forsaking the
asscmbly of Christ’s disciples, have conducteg
themselves m any of the relations of hfe, in 3
manner worthy of being held up as examples to
others. No, my bretheen, there is such n conuee.
tion between all our obligat:ons, that the may
who is carcless of God, will ever be found inatten.
tive to the duties clmimed from hun by lus fellow
creatures.

True there are numbers that make it their prac.
tice regularly to enter the house of prayer, why
belie their profrssions by the sinful course of their
hives. This, with regret, we are obliged to con.
fess, Among the professed disciples of Jesus, the
eyo of Him who is the object of our worship, wil
not fuil to detect some whose hearts are not right,
and who bring discredit upon that holy name by
which they arecalled. But let us remember, it is
not the services of religion that have formed the
temper or that nfluence the conduct of snch men,
Though they may sit here, and to all outward ap.
pearance, Join in the solemn acts of this worship.
ping assembly, yet they have neither part nor lot
with the people of God. Though before God,
God is not inall their thoughts, The incense ther
offer lfim 1s unhallowed; the sacrifices they presen;
upon His altar are maimed and polluted, and are
therefore an abomination in the sight of God
They only who worship in spirit and in truth 3 they
only who wash their hands in innocency and thea
encompass God’s holy altar; they only who
are actuated with the love of supreme excel
lence, and are desirous, above all things, to at.
tain to to a nearer and nearer resemblance to it
are, in the sight of the Most High, accounted b
servants. All others, let their external demeano:
be what it may, and let the world prawse it as &
may, are mere pretenders, and consequently ther
conduct is no more a reproach to the public wstity.
tions of religion than it is capaodle of deceiving the
great Being whose eyeisin every place beholding
the evil and the good,

But while there are always Judases to be fo :ud
in the company of the sincere friends of Jesus
yet it is impossible to beheve that Jesus has any
friends umong those who neglect His divine instr
tutions. The veriest hypocrite who makes his as-
sembling with the faithful a cloak for hig vices
would have been, in all probability, a wors
man than he is, had he deserted the house of
prayer. Here his hypocrisy may occasionally
meet with a check ; here he may learn that all hus
art is only, at best, to entrap himself; while b

imagines that heaven winks at his duplicity, ¢

R N S L e R R o

P
b
si




and
her

LR I el

- o e v @

DISCOURSE BY TIIE REV, WILLIAM MAIR.

oy of light may be directed to his heart, which
will at once disclose its rottenness and pollutions,
ind lead him to that Saviour who alone canrestore
him to moral soundness and health. But had he,
a8 the manner of some is, forsaken the assembly of
God's peopley bis discase might never have alarm-
ed him, tll it had became too inveterate to yield to
the ordinary remedies provided in the gospel by
i‘he physician of souls,

# Upon the whole, Christians, while it is indispu-
tably the duty of all reasonable creatures to pay
God the honour which is due to His excellent Ma-
Jesty, and while we cannot but fecl. inall its
weight, our obligation to this, as the disciples of
Christ, we must also, from all that has been sawl,
perce.~a that this honour ought to be paid in an
especiar manner in public, in presence of those
whose sins, whose hopes, and fears are sumilar to
ourown. It is unfortunately an opinion too preva-
fent, that, the desertion of public religious ordin

snces is attended with no guilt, or at least no such
guilt as should alarm the mind. A moment's reflec-

tion cannot fail to convinee us that this opinion is
fqundcd on mistake. To disobey God, cannot,
by a well informed mind, be regarded as a light
bﬁ'ence. If God has told us to enter with the voice
of praise and thanksgiving, in the beauty of holi-
ness ; if he has promused to be present in our
_solcmn assembly ; if Jesus Christ has declared
that wherever two or threeare met together, in
His name, there he will be in the midst of them to
biess them ; can we concetveit to be a trivial mat-
ur \vhelher we meet with the people of God or
tiot 7 Let the enemies of our rehigion despise our
b?n, convocation, end let them keep at distance
from it with romethng hke consistency of princi-
ple; but Jet not us who call Jesus Lord and
master, allow any thing less than nvincible neces-
uty to induce us to forsukc the assembling of our-
selves together.

“To many of you the instructions delivered in the
honse of God may not be such, strictly speaking,
&% to advance your intellectual improvement. Of
the subjects treated here you may have, from other
!durces, been eble to form sufficiently correct no-
.txon in many instances correcter ones than can
be denved often from the pulpit. But we are per-
hjps not wrong in stating, that the same subjects
brought before you here, though not treated in a
better manner than you have found them treated
elsewhere, my, though treated even in an inferior
,menner, may nevertheless produce effects which
ﬁhey fail to produce in adifferent situation. It
nto be supposed that the very act of entering a re-
]xglous assembly where every one of your fnendq
u found, to all external appearance st least, in o
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frame of mind very different from what they, in
general, exhibit when out of it ; that the thought
being present to you that tiis assembly is met for
the one sumple and solemn duty of devoutly wor-
shipping the eternal Being, who, though not seen,
is yet present with you every successive moment,
and of hstening to what that Bemng has been gra-
ciously pleased to propound for your instruction,
1t is not to be supposed but that, in such circum-
stances, and under the influence of such reflections,
the same subjects of'religious admonstion will more
forcibly seize upon your attention than they do in
private, and that though the understanding may
not be supphed with any new ideas, the heart may
be made to feel more strongly those of whichit is
already in possession.

Besides we have every reason to expect, that in
listening to the instructions of God's word in pub-
lic, that being a duty prescribed to us by God him-
self, he will cause his richest blessing to de-
scend upon ity without which it would fail, either
n public or private, greatly to benefit us.

But, in another view of the point, considering
the vast numbers whoeither have no time throngh-
aut the week to devote to the acquisition of reli-
gious knowledge, or the greater number still who,
though they have time, want the inclination to
extend their knowledge upon this all.momentous
subject, there can be httle doubt that as a mere
school of instruction, the assemblies of the faithful
ought not to be forsaken.

For when attended with a proper temper of
mind, these assemblics will issuc in effects, be-
yond all comparison, higher than can ever be made
to flow from any plan for the mere transmission
of mformation. Their institution is for a far nobler
cud, and as we have said, when frequented for the
purpose which ongmally prompted their appoint-
wment, they will, by the Divine blessing, be found
to have mimstered more perhaps than any other
cause, or than all other causes combined, to quali-
fy nen for that holy and happy state for which the
present 18 designed as a preparation,

It would be impossible to give in a whole dis-~
course, and of consequence altogether wrong at
the conclusion of one to attempt to give, a full
account of all thebenefits which accrue toa peoa
ple, viewing them inall their varied conditions, as
learned and 1lliterate, rich and poor, young and
old, from the observance of the precept not to
forsake the assembling of themselves together.
When we say, however, that by yielding obedience
to this apostolic direction, religion is preserved in
the country, nay, we may say in the world, some
opinion may be formed of thc important ends



88

served by acting in agrecement with what St,
Paul here enjoins. And we do think, reasoning
upon human principles, that is, keeping outof our
consideration all reference to the Divine interposi
tion for preserving the gospel from perishing
among 20, were St. Paul’s precept to be totally
neglected, the effect would be the extin ction
of veligion, If this position, in its full extent, be
well founded, orif well founded to any great ex-
tent, it ought most certainly to operate upon the
minds of all, and more especially upun the winds
of such us, from their situstion have moreor less
influence upon those around them, and to lead
them scrupulously notto forsake the assembling of
themeelves together.

It were well fura man to remember, that when
he violates the laws of God in any instance,
even though it be in failing to observe a positive
appointment, his sin does not rest with, is not con-
fined to himself ; that it never fiils to go beyond
himself, and less or more to infect, if not finally
to destroy others. True, at the great day of account
cvery one shall be made responsible for what e
himself shall be found to Lave done ; but such is
the intimate connection subsisting between one
man and the menaround bim in thie world, that,
at that solemn day, many will perhaps find that
the condemnatory sentence of the Supreme Judge
shall not be based alone upon the evil that they
have persomally done, but alse upon the evil of
which they have been the accasion in others,

Let us be careful, then, to walk blameless in all
the ordinances and commandments of God. In this
lies our safcty~~in an opposite course our chief
danger. Amuo.

THE RISE OF TIIE PAPAL HIERARCHY. BY TAE REV. ROBERT
LEE, MINISTER OF CANTSIE, SCOTLAND.
From the Church of Scotland Magazine,
(Continucd from page 55.)

29, The causes hitherto adduced, affected the Epis-
copal order generally; we come now to those which
tended tointroduce anincquality of rankandauthorizy
among the bishops themsclves, The circumsiances
which cxalted metrupolitans above bishops, exarchs
and patriarchs above meiropolitans, and finally, the

above all, bear, it willbe obscrved, a close re-
semblance ta those by which the bishops had ohtained
a superiority over_the Presbyiers: nor can it be de-
nied thatout cerfain Auoweledge of the steps by which
the former ascended 1o power and dignity, confirms,
as much as any argnment frem an2logy can, the 2c.

THE RISE OF THE PAPAL HIERARCHY.

count formerly given of the origin and progress of
the Episcopal arder.

30. The meetingof the church of Jerusalem, men.
tioned Actsxv , is by many authors considered asthe
first Christian council. A’ little attention, however,
may convince us, that the assembly in question differ-
ed from the meelings afterwards called by that name,
in every thing except its object, namely, the adjust-
ment of controversies.

31. Cuncerning the origin of councils, there are
two opinions. Some* imagine the idea to have been
suggested by the meeting at Jerusalem, already no-
ticed: to others,t it appears more probable, that the
Greeks, among whom councils had their origin, imi-
tated the confederacies of free states, which, from
the earliest timmes had prevailed among that celebrated

eople.
P J:K.” That, during the apostolic age, the churches of
Christ were bound 10 them only by unity of faith, and .
of spirit, and of tcachers, is sufficiently apparent -
from the New Testament; and we have every rea.
son to belicve, that they continued so fora cousidera-
ble period afterwards, All matters of internal con-
cernment were conducted by the presbyterial coun,
ur consistory; and though a practice of consulting,
in cases of difficulty, those churches which had
been founded by the apostles, very generally prevail-
ed, yet the opinion of the latter mught or might not
be acted upon, as the consulting Ean{y thought proper.

33. Of synods or councils—the former being the
Greek, the latter the Roman name for the meetings
under consideration—we find not the slightest vestige

belore the middle of the second century. That at =33

first 1he people had a voice in themn, appears from the
testimony of ancient writers, particularly of Eusebius
and Cyprian. The former of these writers describ-
ing a council held at Antioch, in the former part of
the third century, by which Paul of Samosata was
condemned as a heretic, has preserved a superscrip-
tion, which proves beyond dispute, that laymen were
Ewscnx and voted. Cygrian also Menlions nut only

ishops, presbyters and deacons, but Laici, as partict-

pating in the decisions of two Synods, the one held 7

at Rume, the other at Carthage ; in which latter the
re-admission into the church of those who had fallen
off from the faith during the persecution under De-
cius, formed the principal subject of debate. The
same causes, the mosi powerful of which, probably,

was clerical ambition, which has diminished, or an. -

pihilated the power of the people, in the government
of single churches, gradually excluded them from :
these more general consultatiaps, till at last * coun-
cils” became literally ** meetings of the clergy.”

34. No sooner had the hint been suggested by the
Greeks, than, either from caprice or from a convic-
tion of their wiility, synods became almosis univer-
sal among Christtans. The imponance afterwards
attached to them, the influence they exertcd on the

Christian world gencrally, and on the power of the e

hicrarchy in particular, form a singular contrast with
the obscurity and uncertainty of their origin. £
35. Asbeing under the same civil governinent, the
churches, atiirst, of one Srovince, met by their depo-
ties, for the purposes of discussing, and of determin-
ing matters, which vegarded their common interest,
or which affected particular churches. The metropo-
lis was naturally sclected as the most convenient
placc of holding these meetings, in_which the bishop
of the capital generally prcsié>
because in several provinces, particularly those of Af-

rica, (except Carthage,) the president of the synod i
was chosen, noton account of his see,but by seniority. p4

¢ Fra Paolo, “De Benef."” who {s followed by Campbell
t Moalteim and others.
¢ Teaullian,  De Jejunils, ¢. xhil.

cd.  We say generaily, |28
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The presidency in the provincialsynods, conferred
at first gy choice, afterward confirmcd by custom, was
speedily claimed by the metropolitans as their pecu
liar right. the concession of wluch claim exalted
them to a permanent superiority over those whom,
hitherto, they had considercdtheir equals.

86. The synods, by means of which the metropoli
tans had succeeded in raising thewselves above the
Jevel of their order, served, also, #s> was before hint-
ed, to increase the authority of the clergy generally,
in the governmentof thechurch.  Whether, as Sarp
supposes, the demands made upon the time of layen,
proved the cause of their absenting themsetves from
the councils, (they being held twice every year,) or
whether, as is more probubly conjectured by Cump-
bell, the number of churches which sent repie-
sentatives, rendered it imperative that each <hould
send few; or whether, finally, doth of these causes
concurred, certain il is, that the influence which the
clergy, or rather the bishops, possessed m the coun-
cils, continued gradually 'o increasc, and that of the
laity consequently to diminish, 6l the latter were
finally extingutshed: and then, asthe clergy with
their bishops composedla Divcesan, so the bishops
with their metropolitan composed & provincial synod.

37. 1t had been the policy of Constantine, to whas
many of the changes which happened during his
reign, in ecclesiastical maters, are ascribed, to
conform, as much as possible, the government
of the churchto that of the state. In the lauter,
for reasons which need not be detailed in this place,
he had created certain prafects, among whom
in subordination to himself, the provinces of the
empire were distvibuted  The practice of assoei-
ating which had been confined to churches within the
same province, was soon cxtended to all those wnlin
the same prafectum. The bishops of thuse ciues
which the prefecis resided, and whe, by the intro-
duction of provineial syvods, had already attamed
the rank of mectropolitans, presided as & matter of
course, in these more extended councils.  Ience
they also, by a process, wWinch we have had oceasion
more than once 1o Rolice, ebtained a decided and per-
manent superiority over the metrepohitans.

38, The patriarchs—s0 the ncw dignitaries were
called—were four in nunber, having their residences
in threc of the principal cities ot the empive, namely,
Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch: Jerusalemw, the
fourth, was probably selected tather in consideration
of the events of which it had been the theatre, than
of its importance asacity. ‘L'othose already men-
tioned, the patriarch of Con<tantinuple wis alier-
wards added, when the seat of empire was transferred
thither from the ancient capital.” Another order of
prelates, superior to metropolitans, inferior to patri-
archs, were called exarchs, in imitaion of ceriain
civil gaverners, with whom, in ceclesiasticul anfuirs,
they had an cqual jurisdiction.

39. Atthe head of the church were the patriarchs,
from whot, except in certain cases to the ewperar,
there was no appeal.  ‘T'he nextin dignity— for thei
«uthorily within their own district scems to have been
equal to that of the patnarchs wulin thewrs, were the
exarchs. The metropolitans suceveded.  “They were
followed by the bishops, and the presbyters termina-
ted the series.  To this gradation there were a con-
siderable number of execptions, wlich, hovever, out s
presentsubjectdoes not requirethat we should speeity |

By the steps now  desenibed, five mdivaduals were
raised topreside over the whole Chnstn world; wah
duties devolving upon each, more, perhaps, than onc
person could well discharge, and with powersufiicien,
we might think, to gratily even the graspiug ambitwon
by which churchmen began to be disgraced.  But the !
thirst of power, like that of gold, gains sirength with?
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every fresh zratification; and the contentions in
wluch the patriarehs engaged for supeniority, supply
soue of the ost ubscemly passages in ecclestastical
history.

0 The Jiciretions which had now been intro-
duced amoeny the clergv, and the rank and conse-
quenee to which thas budy had attained, are to be as-
cribed, in conjunction with the canses just enumera-
ted, chiuefly to ther wealth and ambnion, favoured by
the jgnorance of the j.cople: it mav, however, be
bl curous and useful o anguire under what pre-
teatstheir ambinous designs were attempied to be con-
cealed or justfied.

The Jews, asbeing the peaple whom the Almighty
chuse “to puthis name ameng them,” are ftequently
styled in the Ol “Testament “ Gud's peculiar people,”
* the Jot of His inhernance,” < Ilis peculiar treasure.”
That these designations were intended of the whele
Israeditish community, and uut restricted to zny por-
tron of it, whether Priess or Levites, is so manifest
wevery reader ofthe Old “Testament, that to proveit
were altogether superflaous.  Nor, ainfact, have those
whom it conceras most to du so, pretended to find any
such restrictionof the terms in ihe Jewish seriptures.
*Gad,” it is the acuie remark of Campbell, is, in-
deed, i the Uld Pestament, saad o be the inkeritance
of the Levites; a determined shire of the sacrifices
|#nd oficrings made o God, was, in pint, 1o serve
| themnstead of an estate awn Lind, such as was given
| each ol the vther tribes. But mark ihe ditlerence.
100 where isthe tribe of Levi called God’s inheritance,
tnonze tusexpression is repeatediy wsed of the whale
nanoi” A e dollovang passage, produced by the
same wiiter, affords a nst apt example of the use of
the term favs and cleros amony the Jews,  * Yet they
are thy people, and thive inhernance, which thou
broughtest vat by thy nanghiy power, and by thy
stretched-out aim.”+ v hich veise the same people
ate termed buh lees aud eleras, or to tianslate the
words in their more mwdern accepiation, both laity
and elergy © and sothese terms are correndy employ -
cd throughout the Ol Testimne vt The appropria-
lun ot clezesto themsclves ativids i « onvincing proof,
that the churchmen carried ther amitation of the
Jewish priesthoud no farther than hisppencd to suit
their ovn temporal intorests,  This distinction of
dergy andluity, poposed for the most =¢liish purposes,
was admitted by the ignosance of the people: the
casily identificd the cause ot God's inheritance with
that of God himself, and pionsly considered what they
could aot more cflecually prepitiate the Jatter, than
Ly fwaping wealth, honvt aud power upon the for-
Ler

41, The simple cercmonial of the primitive chureh,
was, ina great measare, horrowed from the Jewish

¥ e, Not andy the names * bishop,” * pres-
byier,” ** minister,” and " augel,” are proved to have
been derived from thic sanree, but even the place in
which Chustians assemble 15 dencrnated by St
{Jamest a synagogue.  But this view of the matter
componted il with the lofty idvas, renerally cuier-
ttned by the clergy of the foutil, fitih, and succced-
|z cenuries.  The nunsters ot “ihe wivek and Yow-
Iy Jesus, ' chse rother to 1epresent themselves as @
; voanterpars of the Jacah macstioed, to whese tthes,
tspdendour, and horors, they thouglt, or pretanded to
Hunk, theanelies cntided to steeeed. The second
desrucaun of Jerusalew under Adnan, by which
erent the Mosareal asutntions seemed finally ter-
wunneted, fiest suggesed o certan Chnsuan pastors,
weak, perhaps, tamer tian wicked, the notion tiint
themselves and their bretbren had saceceded to the
righis and privileges of the Jewesh priesthood.  The

|

¢ Pt ix. 499,
tdancsii. 2,
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bishops, they_thought, might very conveniently re-
present the high-priest, the presbyters the priests,
while the deacons might occupy the place of the Le-
vites. In the controversies which afterwards arose,
the Divine authority, which conferred on the Levites
atenth of fruits, &c., was strenuously urged, in their
own cause by their supposed suceessors,

But if the deacons had succeeded o the Levites, the
former ought to have engrossed the tthes; for what
right bad priests and high-priests, who were otherwise
provided for, to eat up the Levites-portion? Suppose
this should be evaded, and we should be told that, by
some means, all ranks of the Christian ministers had
acquired a right to partake of the tenths,  here they
would seem convicted, and left withowt reply. For, in
the same text of scripture, where God commands the
tenths to be given to the Levites, he also commands
that they shall not possess any land, or real estates,
and that they shall content themselves with the tithes
only. If, therefore, the pecple be obliged by this com-
mand to pay tithes, the Levites are under the sanie
obligation to take no possessions of * ‘inheritance.’’

(To Le continued.)

ILLUSTRATIONS OF SACRED HISTORY AND ANTIQUITY.

Acrremer To Exprore tnr DEAD Sky.—It wasnearly
dark when we reached the top of the mountain, and T
sat down for a moment to take a last look of the Dead
Sea, From this distance its aspect fully justified its
name. I wascalm, motionless, and seemingly deadl :
there was no wave or ripple on its surt}xce, nor was it
hurrying on, like other waters, to pay its tiibute to the
ocean. The moumains around it were also dead ;no
trees or shrubs, not a blade of grass, grew on_their
naked sides; and asin the days of Mouses, “ Brim-
stone and sall, it is not sown, uor beareth, nor any
grass groweth Lhcljeon.’f One thing had especially
attracted my attention, in ascending the mountuin:
on attaining a particular point, we nad a clear view
of the whole sea; and ac the extreme end, wesaw
distinctly what Paul and I both at once called an
island. Mr. Scetzen, one of the earliest odern trav-
ellers who visited this sea, imagined that he had dis-
covered a large island in the sawe direciion; and
though noone believed in iis reaity, 1had then seen
no satisiactory explanation of the appearance. 1 could
not be deceived in what I saw. ‘L'nercenever was any
thing that looked more Like an islano, and Lafierwards
received an explanation, which o me at least was
perfectly salisfactory, It comes from one who ouzht
to know, from the saly man who ever made the (our
of that sea, and lived to tell of it; and, relying upou
the interesting nature of'the subject, [ maie no apulogy
for introdacing it here. When the unhappy Coxl-
gan was tound by the Arabson the shore vt tae Dauc
Sea, the spirit of the enterprising Lrishinan was iast
fleeling away. He lived two days alier he was car-
ried 10 the convent at Jerusalen, bul he never pnce
referred to his unhappy voyage. e had long been a
traveller in_the ast, and long prepating lor this
voyage ; had read every book that treuted of the mys-
terious waters, and was thoroughly prepared witl all
t1e knowledge necessary forexploring itio advaniage.
[ )

* Marpi, De Benet. ¢, xxi

HISTORY AND ANTIQUITY,

Unfortunately for the interests of science, Lie had zl-
waysbeen in the habit of trusting greatly to his memo- .
ry; and, after his death, the missionaries in Jerusalem
found no regular diary or journal, but merely brief
hotes written on the margins of books, so irtezular
and confused, that they could méke nothing of them;
and either from indifference or because they had no
confidence in him, they allowed Costigan’s servant to
2o without asking himn any questions. I took some
pains to trace out this man; and afterwards while
lying at Beyroot, suffering from a malady which ab-
ruply put'an end to my travels in the East, Paul
hunied him out and brought him to me. He was a
little, dried-up Maltese sailor; had rowed rourd that
$ea without knowing why, except that he was paid
forit.  And what he told Ine bore the stamp of truth;
for he did not seem 1o think that he had done any
thing exiraordinary. He knew as little about it as
any man could know, who had heen over the same
waler; and yet, after all, perhaps he knew as much
as any one else could learn. He seemed, however,
to have observed the coast and the soundings with the
eye of a sailor; and I got him to maketme a map,
which his been engaved for this werk, and on which
I marked down the particulars, as I received them
from his lips! The reader will sec Ly it, that they had
completed the whole tour of the lake, They were
eight days ik accomplishing the task, sleeping every
night on shore, except once, when, afraid of some
suspicious Arabs, whom they saw on the mountains,
they slept on board, beyond the reach of gunshot
irom the land. He told me that they had moved in
a zigzag direction, crossing and re-crossing the lake
several limes; that every day they sounded?frequem.
ty with a line of one hundred and seventy five bra-
chia, (about six fect ench ;) that they fonnd the bot-
tom roeky, and of very wnequal depth, sometimes
ranging thirty, forly, eighty, twenty hrachia, all
within a few boats’ length; that sometimes the lead
brought up sand, like that of the mountains on eack
side ; that they failed in finding bottom but once, and’
in_that place there were large bubbles all aroung for
thirty paces, rising probably irom a spring; thatin
one place, they found, on the bank, a hot sulphur
Spriv.:; wu2!, 2t the southern extremity, Mr. Costigan
looked for the river of Dogs, bat did not find it; that
in four different places they found ruins, and could
clearly distinguish large hewn stones, which seemed
to bave been used for buildings ; and in one place
they saw ruins, which Mr. Costigan said were the
ruins of Gomorrah.  Now, I have no doubt that Mr,
Costizan talked with him’ as they went along, and
told bim what he told me; and that Mr. Costigan
had persuaded himself that he did see the roins of a
guilty city. He may have been deceived, and proba-
ply was; bat it mast have been the most intensely
interesting illusion that ever any man had. But of
the island, or what Paul and I had imagined (o be
such :—He said, they too had noticed it particularly :
and when they came 1o the southern extremity of the
lake, found that it was an optical deception, caused
by a tongue of high land, that put out for a long dis-
tance {romn Lie middle of the southeni extremity, -as
in the map; and heing much higher than the valley

eyond it, litercepied the view in the manner we had
bo:h nouced. 'Fnis tongue of land, he said, was
composed of solid sal:, tending to confirm the asser-
ton ol 8.rubo, to which I referred in my journey
ibrough ldumea, that in the great valley south of the
Deud Sea, there were formerly large cities built en-
tively of salt. The reader will take this for what it
15 worth : it is at least new, and it comes from the only
wan living who has explored the lake. He told me
some other particalars: that the boat, when empty,
lloated a palm higher owt of the water than on the
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¢ blew, and the waves were Worse than n the gub
3 of Lyous, and tn selesence to their peenbisr expo-

Custigan-tahing fits turn at taeoass ; and on the sixih
day, Wietr water was eanaasied, and Costigen gaive
ont; that en the seventh day, they were obtiged o
drink the water ol the sca; and ot the eigha, they
were fear the head ot tie lake, and he himsed ex-

able windspringuug ap, foi the by o Gane ihey huisted
thear satl, and st @ dew hows reached the bread ol the
lake; that, teeble as he was, he set off tor Jericho,
and, in the mean titne, the unoappy Costigan was
found by the Arabs on the shore, a dymg nan, and
by the interecssion of the old woman, carried o Jeis-
cho. Toughtio add, thai tne nexi thine he came to me,
like Goose Gibbie, be had tricd whether the noney
I gave him was good, ind recollected a gieat mamy
tnngs he had torguues betore.  The reader caniut
feel the same fmerest in that sea which 1did, and
therefore 1 will notdetain him longer. Inti.vee hours,
crossing @ rieh and- ferule conutry, where fuwess
were biooming, and Areb shepherds wete pasiuring
their flocks ot sheep and goats, we hud descended the
Dbed oL a ravine, wacre the Kedron passes trom Jeru-
salem to the Dead Seu, at the fval of tie mouniains
of Santa Sabd.  lowas night when we drmived; and,
‘groping our way by 1he uncernizin hght ot the woon,
we athved at tae doof of the convent, a Joliy and
gigantic structure, rising in stories or wrraces, one
above the odier, swimrasiine fides of the mountashy, o
its very top; and then crovned with wrrets, thit,
from tne base where §swvad, seemed ke ihe wwer ¢
winch the waciedess ol man was contuttuded, steig
ing 10 1cachwo-heaven.  We ¢ knocked, and at was
opened 10 usg”
steps, climbed up atadder, crawled.ibrough a smatl
dour, only lurge enough o aduant vie @ a ume, Jound
ourselves 1t an wiiechanbar, surroaded by more
than 2 hundred Goeek prigrians. Aok conducted
s up Wo or Urree ilighe o steps 10 the chirmber of
the superior, Whtre weiwoik cotive. Ina. few mo-
ments, we jullowed hrm again ap v o yr three more
Aligins ofsieps to & teal ltide Fevi, Wil @ arvad, &
a Rarge pile of coverlats. 1 thoozht of the bi-h in
Toautas few
of'the coverlets, crawled ta amonyg them; andan 2 few
mawents, the  Liead dey, aud e Moly Lamd, o
every owhier Jand L sea, Were uihnng o me.—=iSie.
heins® dncidents of Lravds.”

Sraxnix6 ox Tie 7oP oF Movyr Sivar—I stond up-
on the peak of Sizar, wiere Muses stood when hie
alked with the Amigaty, Canat be, ovis it 2 mere
dream? Can iy pahed rock heve been the winess
ol that great taierview baaween wan and his Maker 1
where, wimd thunder and hgntoang, and a*feariut
quaking ot the nivunain, the Mangniy gave 1o his
chosen poueple the precious tables of s law, those
yules ol imlinie wasdan and govdness, which totls
day best. teach man fus daty wwards s God, his
neighbor and himself?  Tae seedies of many of the
incidents recorded in the Bible are exiremely uacei-
tain. Histrians aud geographoess place thy Garden
of tiden, the paradise ol out fisst parents, in diflsren:
paris of Asnt; and they do ro? ngree vpon the site of
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ascended 1wo  or Wiree fhylts of |
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Mediterrancan; and that Costizan lay on the water jthe tower of Babel, the inountain of Ararat, and many
> and piclked. a towl, and trivd to nduce him w come ot thie most inieresting places in the Holy Land ; but
in; that it was in the month of July, and from nime tu|of Sinai there is no doubt,  This is the ho\y nioun-
% five dreadfutly hot; and every might a sordi wind st and among all the stapendous works of nature,

ne' a place can be selected more fitted for the exhibi-
e of Abmighty power. I have stood upon the sum-

sures, and the airedsiances that butised prot Cos Tu ohtise ant Eaon, and looked over the clouds float-
tigan to his unhappy e, he said, that they ind suic L heneath 15 apon the bold scenery of Sicily, and
fered exceedingly troimn ihe hear, the fitst five duvs’

vox distant mountaing of Calabria; upon the'top of
Vieanvine, and Jooked down upon the wavesot lava,
Vond the ruisied and balf-recovered cities at jis foot ;
"bu o they ar2 uaditng compared with theerrifie soli-
Lanies and bleak majesty of Sinai,  An observing
ir.velier hias well called it *a perfect sea of desola-

hausted, and unable any-Jonger to putl an oar. "Thete lnen”?  Not atree, or shrub, or blade of grass is to be
he made cofiee frum the waiet ot tne st smd a favor- Lseon npon the bare and rugred sides of innumerable

Hireunteiits, heaving their naked summits to theskies;
white the cinbling masses of granite all atound, and
th. dhsiant view ot the Syrian desert, with its' bound-
tess waste of sands, form the wildest and most dreary,
the wost terrifie und desolate picture that imagination
can coneeive. ‘Fhe level surface of the very top or
pinaacle is about sixty feet square. At oncend is &
smgle rock about tweity fect high, on which, assaid
1tic snonie, the Spirit of God descended, while in the
erevice buntath his favored servant received.the
wbles of the law. Theie, on the same spot where
they were given, I apened the sacred book in which
those lawsare recorded, and 1cad them with a deeper
feclingof devotion, as if I'were standing nearer, and
rccoxnlllg them more directly from the Deity him-
selte—LL

Tne Piv e or Henxon—The palace of Herod
star Is ou i tible lawd,on the very sonmit of the hil,
overlovkimg cvery pait of the surtounding country ;
atit suen wese the exeeeding sotiness and beauty of
the scene, even under the wilderness and waste ot
Avab culiivauon, that the city seemed smiling in the
midst uf her desolation. AW around was a beautiful
vattey, watered by running streams, and covered by
inch earpet of grass, spnnkied with wild flowers of
every hue, and bevond, streiched like an open buok
betove me, it boundary of truitful mountains, the vine
andihe olive Tising it lecraces 1o their very summits.
‘L'uicre, day afier day, the haughty Herod had sat in
tus royal patace, aud looking upon all these beauties,
tns heartuad become hardened with prosperity ; here,
among - these sufi towering columus, the proud wmon=
arch had inade 2 supper 10 his ¢ lords, and high cap-

38, 20d chisef estates of Galilees® here the daughicr
ot Herodues, Herud's brother’s wife, danced befure
win, and ke proud king promised with an oath 1o
sive her whatever she should ask, even tothe half-of
uis kingdom.!  And while the feast and dance wert
un, the ‘bead of John the Baptist was brought ina
charger, aud given tothe demsei” And Herod has
gone, and Herodins, llerod’s bioiher’s. wife; has
zone, and the *lords. and the Ligh ¢aptains, and the
ciel estaics. of Galilee,! are gone; but the ruins of
die palece in which they feasted are still here; tre
mountains and valleys which beheld their revels are
tere s and ohi! what a comment upon the vanity of
worldly greasness—a Fellau was turning his plongh
around one of' the colwmus. I 'was sitting on abrokea
capital, uder 2 fig wrec by iis side, and | asked bim
what the mins were We saw; and while his oxcn
were quicily croppingthe grass that grew among the
fragments of the murhic tloor, he told me they were
the ruing ol the paiace of a king—he believed of the
Curistians; and while pilgrims irom every quarterof
wie world turn aside from their path to do homage

inthe prison.of lis bebsaded viciim, the Ardd who
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was driving-bis plough amoug the columns of his
Ealage, knew not the name of the haughty Herod.
ven at this distance of time I'look back with feel.
ings of uncommon interest ligon my ramble among
those ruins, talking withthe Arab ploughman, of the
king who built it, Jeaning against a column which
‘perhaps, had oflen supported the haughty Herod, an
ooking out from thisscene of desolation and ruin,
upoa the most beautiful country jn the Holy Land,—
b

3

- Praamio or Cneors—~This monument of pride,
science, or superstition—who knows whichl—was
building while Abraham was in Egypt; Joseph and
hisbrethren musthave seen the sun set behind 1t cvery
day they svjourned in Egypt; it must have been the
Jast objectMoses andthe d?arting Israeliteslost sight
of, as_they quitted the land of bondage; Pythagoras,
Herodotus, Alexander, the Caliphs—it had bcen the
gaol of nations! Lost nations have pilgrimaged to
i1s_foot, and looked up, as their common ancestors
did before them, in awe and humility ; and now, two
strangers from the “ultima thule’ of the ancients,
Briwin, severed froam the whole world by a watery
Jine which they considered it impious to transgress,
stand here, on the summit, and looking round, see a
desert where once stood the * clond-capt towers, the
gorgeous palaces.” The temples and tombs of Mem-
pbis arose in their calm beauty, and wisdum dwelt
among the grovesof palm and acacia—sulitory nbw
and deserted, except by the wandering Arab aud his
camel,—ZLord Lindsay's 4'ravels.

Moxtary ReaisTRr oF Poviticar Evenas,

Canipa.~—The inhabitants on the frontier of the
Lower Province are still kept in a statc of excite-
ment and alarm,by lawless vagabonds sheltered among
heir neighbours. Sentinels and private individuals are
occasionaily fired ar, and every species of aunoyance
i3 diligently practised. The country otherwise is
perfeady tranguil.  Messes, Stusrt and Sullivaq,
appointed by Lord Durham Chief Justices of Quebec
and Moontreal respectively, have recently been con-
firmed in these offices by Her Mojesty. The special
council met on the 14th ult,, and seems to be actively
engaged in the business of legistation. . . In Upper
Capnada the Legislature asscmbled on the 27th ult.
His Exc:llency’s specch is not of a very cheering
character.  Itinformus us with 100 much truth that the
tide of emigration has been turned from our shores:
that the overflowings of Briush capital have been trans.
ferred into other channels; that the public credit has
been impaired, and the value of every descripiion of
property depreciated,  All this is ascribed in the
specch tothe propagation and prevalence ““of a mis-
chievous notion that England would desert her Trans-
atlantic possessions in the hour of difficulty and dan-

MOXTHLY RRGISTRR OF POLITICAL EVENTS.

ger.”  Might not some other causes: be assigned far
more extensive and potent in their operation than
this? Let the Legislature set themselves resolutely
to enquire; and while they seek to trace the progress
and influence of this *notion," it will not be found
unprofitable to investigate thoroughly the intellectual,
moral, and religious condition of our population, and
the practical working of our Executive system of
government,

the Clergy Reserves has given rise in this province,
have scasibly impaired that social harmony which may

many new and important elements into the ecclesias.

them unmentioned. ‘Whatever hope may be enter-
tained of an equitable adjustment of this question by

by His Excellency of reinvesting the reserves in the

a satisfactory result.

which may operate too powerfully here;” but are

indispensible in dealing successfully with a question
of this sort? Here again it is observable that his
Excellency seems to regard the appropriatior of the
Reserves as the only matter requiring adjustment,
The speech recommends “a careful revision of the
enactments relating to common schools, and the emly
adoption of some plan calculated to secure the as.
sistance of properly qualified teachers.”

regard to this yecommendation, whether such a sub-

ted, and a system thereof maturely arranged during
the hurry and distraction of a brief session; and
also whether some men of greater wisdom than Dr.

whom the preparation of the subject might be com-
mitted during the recess? Hasty, crude, and im-
propec legislation, especially on our ecclesiastical and
cducational interests, will prove far worse than none.
Considerable activity seems to prevail in the House
of Assembly, but no measure yet passed requires par-
ticular mention. The Clergy Reserves committee con-

Detlor, McKay, and Sheywood. The custom house
revenue in Lower Canada appears to have exceeded
that of last year by £46,000. The following state-

of the newspapers:—tolls collected in 1837, £5516,
4 4; in 1838, £6740 13 10. Tonnage passed through

% The strongly excited foelings," says 2
the speech, '*to which the long agitated question of .

be classed among the first of national blessings.” The
institution of the Rectories has had so muchto do
with these unhappy feelings, and has introduced so

ment respecting the Welland canal appears in some

the canal in 1837, 80,697; in 1838, 95,397, . . The B9
case of the Canadian prisoners has not yet been finally £
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tical question, that it scems scarcely right ta leave

the Provincial Legislature, the alternative proposed .S

Crown, and referring the appropriatior: of them to %
the Imperial Parliament, is not very likely to lead to
The Imperial Parliament may
be “ free from those local influences and excitements ..

Duncombe might not be found in the country, to ™

sists of the fullowing members:—Messrs. Draper, i1
Bockus, Manahan, Thompson, Aikman, Cameron, :-

S

they possessed of an intimate knowledge of the pe-
culiarities of our social and religious state, which is >

I omight o°
be well forthe Legislature 1o decide at the outset in

ject as general education can be thoroughly investigs- [“3%




far etermined in the English courts; but there is no ap-
1an arent likelihood of the procedure here in regard to
dy Pihem being set aside.

" Tas Unired Kineoom.—The Imperial Parliament
™ wras opened by Her Majesty on the 5th uit.  The
o, -3 oyal speech contains nothing very remarkable. It
d *recommends “ the present state of these provinces to

the serious consideration™ of parliament, and expresses

s Her Majesty’s rcliance upon it, *“to support her
of . @firm dotermination to maintain the authority of)
& §her ccown, and her trust that theiv wisdom will
y adont such measures as will secure to thos~ parts
': % of herempire the benefits of internal tranquillity, and the

full edvantages of theirown great natural resources.”
Lord Durham is said to be closely engaged 10 prepar-
ing for the defence of his adwinistration 1 Canada,
and for the exhibition of his plans for the future gov-

X papers give what professesto be a sketch of that plan;
&8 but its genuineness is very doubtful, Its principal
features are the division of Canada into four provin-
ces, Quebec, Montrcal, Kingston, and Toronto—a
local legislature, and a small representation in the
Imperial Hou - of Commons for each of these—-a
¥ federal government and legislature for all the North
% American provinces—and the establishment of a stp-
arate department in the Imperial Executive exclusive-
ly for the administration of North American affairs.
Sir Francis Head seems extremcly desirous to make
the world acquainted with the profoundities of his
policy in Canadian affairs, by the publication of his
déspatches. Lord Melbourne demurs to this as an
unusual and objectionable proceeding; but Sir F. is
resolved to accomplish hisobject, and he doubtless will
accomplish it through his friendsand foes in parliament.
The agitation and violence of the Chartists and ultra
radicals are considerably abated. Stephens, their princi-
pal orator has been arrested; but a little parltament
of delegates of this stamp from various parts of Great
Britain 1s assembled in London. Their principles
angd proceedings have called forth universal reproba-
tion. The corn law discussion goes on, and some
modification of the existing system scems more than
probable during the present session of parliament.
Lord John Russel, in a letter to his constituents, pre-
fers a moderate fixed duty on corn to the present
fluctunting rates.  Although the Queen’s speech bears
a very peaceful aspect, extensive preparations of a
warlike character are going onin Great Britain. The
state of the Navy is the subject of a very hot contro-
versy, which has called forth very conflicting state-
ments.  Great activity, however, prevails in our
naval arssnals, and recruiting for the armyy and navy
is prosecuted with vigour. Extensive fortifications
at the mouth of the Thames, and on several other
parts of the coast, seem to have been resolved on.
The manufacturing and commercial interests of the
country appear to be in a prosperous state. Very
large shipments of goods to the Uniled States have
reeently been made.  The melancholy results of the
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tempest on the 6th of January have been fully datailed
n the newspapers. The superior efficiency of steam
vessels was strikingly wmanifested on that occasion
and the improvement and cxtension of that depart-
ment of navat architecture is rapidly advancing. An
iron steamer has been launched at Dambarton, for the
navigation of the Atlantic, one hundred and forty-
five feet in length, and twenty-five in beeadth, and
drawing only three fect of water, when machinery
and cargo arc on board. . . Irclund presents nothing
new in its poliucal or social aspeet. The murderer
of Lord Nor! sy has not been discovered, but it would
appear that _his atrocity formed a part of an exten-
sive conspiracy azainst landed proprictors in that un-
happy country. The Regium Donum for the sup-
port of the Irish Presbytenan clergy, amounting to
£32,000, is henceforth to be apportioned equally
among them, £73 being the allowance to each,

Brimisit  Inpia.—The military operations on
the northwestern frontier of India are vigorously con
tinued, with a view to such final political arrange-
ments in that quacter, as may effectually secure our
eastern empire against the designs of Russia and
Persia. The Queen’s speech expresses * the hope of
lcarning that a satisfuctory adjustment of these dif-
ferences will allow of the re-establishment of our
relations with Persia upon their former footing of
friendship.” The newspapers contain various rumors
unfavorable to the fulfilment of this hope. Of the
Burmese troubles no farther accounts have been re-
ceived.

Sourit Austaauia.~——The voyage from Britain to
Adelaide is accomplished in fourtcen weeks, Port
Adelaide, according to My, James’ account, isa poor
place, * After sailing up a narrow and wmuddy
creck, withshoals on either side, leading out from St,
Vincent’s gulf, the ship anchors off the port, whose
shores resemblethe worst parts of the coast of Essex
below the Nore, and in fact constitutes an uninhabita-
ble swamp, where there is only one spot of land
feee from inundations, which is called the Sand Hill,
where one or two grog shops, made of branches of
trees, are scen, a few native blacks stark naked, and
a large iron store painted white, belonging to the
commissioners.”  This says Mr. James, is Port Ade-
laide. ‘The town or city which boasts the same re-
gal patronymic, does not seem to be much better. It
is about seven miles distant, inland of course from
the port, “and is altogether on too large a scale,
There are a few substantial buildings sprinkled up
aud down the place; but the rest of the dwellings are
made of very lightmaterials, and the number of can-
vass tents and marquees, give some part of the set-
tlement the appearance of a camp. The town, in-
cluding the park lands, is alrcady eight miles
round, and contains only three thousand inhabitants,”
‘The s0il, however, in the neighborhood is admitted to
be fertile, and not ill-watered, and the climate genial
and salubrious. -
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West Ixnits,—Trom this quarter the recent ae-
counts nic not very favorable.  ears scem 1o be en-
tertained of the Joss of the sugar and coffee eraps,
through the unwillingnessof the free negvoes ty work,
and their impatienee of rgelar and steady appliea.
tion. But the ardinary newspaper acconnts e to be
takten, pechaps, with considerable abutements,

Nova Scoris.—Great dissatisfaction has beeaex
pressed by the Legislature with certamn degpatehes
communicated by the Licuteaant Governor, respec-
ing thecivil list, post offive, fisheries, &e. and dele-
gates have bzen appointed to pro.ecd to Great Britun,
and lay their objecuons betfore the Impuriat Govern
ment.  Cousiderable sams have been subseribed
by the Nova Scottaus in wd of the suffeiers m the
Lower Canada tiowbles, wnd the Legislatare hus
voted £1000 for the same objrct.  In New Bruns.
wick similar benevolent contribuiions have been muade
by the Legistature and the community,  ‘Yaue Gov-
ernment of this colony has been placed in pecubiar
and unexpected difliculty by the uereasonable and
violent proceedings of the Governor and Logislarup:
of the state of Matne, in regard to the disputed ter-
ritory.  ‘The selfish, vinugloros, and reckless spnen
which mamfestly promps these procecdings, cannot
be w00 strongly veprsbated, desigued, as they apprar
1o be, to drive the two coun ries into war sespectiny
a matter which both are desnous to setile in a peace-
ful and equitable mamner.  ‘The New York Aibion
asks * the people of Mauine whether they suppose that
Great Britain and the United States ave silly enough
to be brought inio a cruel, unnecessny, aud Lloody
war, for thesake of a few acres of piae tunber fand ?
What would be s2id 1f two natons witich proclaim
thamselves to be the most erhightened and civilizid on
the face of the earth, shou!d be guily of so much folly
and wickedness ?°

United States.—On ths 25th ult, the Pres:dent
sent a special message to Corgress vespecunyg the
north castern boundary, in which, after defonding
Mame in clrimiag cqual junsdiction with Great
Britain in the disputed territory, he proposes the sub-
mission ot the Mmatter 1o mbiration, or 10 a4 comms
sion mutually appomted, with an umpne; and asks
for amicable means and measuies only for the s ule-
ment of the question,  II: proceeds, however, 10 svy
that if the authotities of New Branswick pursist
maintaining exclusive jurisdiction, aud proceed to
enforce this by military occupatton, he will regard
the contingency as having oceurred in which Mame
may demand the aid of the Federal Government to
repel invasion. A memorandum has since  bren
signed by the British Mmster und the Unted States’
Secretary, the objeet of which isto place Yoth parties
in slalo guo ante bedlum, and to hasten tne adjust
nent of the matter s dispute,  Congress has passed
a bill authorising the President to accept the services
of fifiy thousand volunteers, and to put all the shaps
of war into commission, if necessary; placing ten
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willions of dollars at his disposal for these purposy
A special Minister is to be sent to Great Britain fonl.
with, with the view of bringing the bouddary ques.
ton o an mmediate isswe,  ‘The session oft Congress
wits closed on Sabbath the 3d of Nuweh, afer dese
crating the Lord’s day by continning their delibers.

tions  thwonghout a great pat of it.  ‘This cir

the New Yock Observers ¢ The third of Maves
1539, I cousider one of the dackest days iy
our country’s ammals. It was dhen that, in the tew
ple of nberty, anvonz the high places of power and in
flaence, a formal vote was taken to disregard both the

community.
bas pressed the membus into the beginning of o

the violation: but even then many a pious heart has
bled for our counity. Bat here is a deliberate re
solve, by both nouses, 1o trample upon the Sabbatt,
that greas bulwnik of our country’shiberties.  Can we
tiaps tor hewven's blessing in sucha cause T or rather,
must we uot expect that God will make bare hisarm,
and vindicae his honor mn some s'gnal judgmen
poured out upon our fand 7 It brcomes ministers
and Cimistians generally, to clothe themssives
sackeloth, and standing between the poich and the
altar, to weep over their country’s guilt and disgrace,
It becomnes them v laboe move intensely than cver, t

for never, till we obtain Chnstian ralers, can we hap:
to preseive tuviolate the wstitutions of religion
all denomunations unite in expressing theiv disapproba.
tion and deep sorrow at this open and high handed
wmorahty by our rauonal legistatare.

God."

parted thavabe dispute between France and Mexico
has been adjusted through the intervention of the
Baitis’s Admival, Douglas, who has with him a squad-
10 of eleven or twelve ships, and that a sutisfactory
movision bas been made by the Mexicans for the pay-
ment of the British chums agasst thea. Santa Anna
15 again Presiden: of Mextco, wihach is still distracted
hy antestine disseations. . . Civil war 1s also raging
m Guatungla, snd the federation of central America
15 dissalved,

Eviorrax Stites —In Francs the Chamber of
Depuuss has been dissolved. A coalition had taken
pice among tie several parties in opposition, by
which the Mnisters of the crown were left, i€ not
a wminority, a1 least without a working majority.

l-
There seeins 10 be an apprehension of scarcity m
france, and in other parts of the conunent, and the
exportation of corn has been protubited in France,
Belgium and Naples.  The Pans press bestows con-
stderable attention on Canadian affaes.  The pro-

tracted dispute between Holland and Belgium is at

cumstance 15 thus poiced by a cosrespondent ¢f

chaims of God, and the feelings of the entive Christar -
Ilitherto, when Congressionul business .

punfy, wder G, the sources of power and mfluence, |

La .

‘Phey owe n
to the cause of rehizion—to their eountry—avnd 1

Mrxteo axp Sovt Asuuican Stares—~—It is ve -

Sabbath, there has been some seeming apology fo. -
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length setiled. The Duchies of Limburg and Lux-
®mbourg, the dominion of which formed the princi-
Pal bones of contention, have eventually found a place
mong the Rhenish provinces. The British mer-
thants are making attempts to bring the lorrors of
the Spanish war to an end. '

CABINET OF SCIENCE.

sid Tag A'mnsynnnz.—lf lhq :}tmogphere be con-
anced as a vast machine, it is ditliculi to_form
prgh]u‘st conception of the profound skill and coro-
diffpeiStveness of design which it displays. It
for ll'ls?s and tempers the heat of different climates ;
in 1S purpose it pertorns a circulation occupy-

€ the whole range from the pole to the equator;

P While it is doing this, it executes many smaller
Cuits between the sea and the land. At the

:2{“3 time 1t 15 the means of forming clouds and
“.0:, and for this purpose, a perpeiual circula-
¢ of the watery part of the atmosphere goes on be-
Ween its lower and upper regions. Besides this com-
Dlication of circuits, it exercises a more irregular
agdney, in the occasional winds which blow from all
Quarters, tending perpetnally to restore the equili-
brium of heat and moisture” Bul this incessautand
Muliiplied activity discharges culy a patt of the func-
Yons of the ar. It is, moreover, the most imporant
and universal material of the growth and susienance
f plants and animals; and is for this purpose every
ere present and alimost uniform :n its quantity.

m ith all its local motion, it has also the office of a
ln:dmm o.f communication between intelligent crea-
tio ¢S, which ofhce 1t perrorms by another set of mo-
N8, entirely different both from the circulation and
die 00t'asiqnal movenents already mentioned; these
hﬁrem kinds of motions not interfering materially
from €ach othex:: and this last purpose, so remole
S0 pe‘r?e others in its nature, itanswersin a manner
the ol €ctand so easy, thal we cannot imagine that
it thi"lem could have been more complelel',: attained,
mog ; had been the sole purpose for which the at-
i Pt erehad been created. ith all these quali-
is yea 1S extraordinary part of our terrestrial system
sion u:c(;ﬂy everin the way : and when we have occa-
Withe 0 S0, we put torth. our hapd and push it aside,
!‘ﬂ'ec;sm ing aware of [its being near us. . . Its
beayt on hghtarc a constant source of utility and
ohjectys‘ Wuhguc air we fhould see nothing, except
Teflog " which the suw’s rays tell, direetly or by
Ction. Tt is the atmosphere which converts suii-
minfo day]ight, and fiils the space in Which we
atme, E;!lumlualxon. .« The_contemplation of the
Purp.Lo€re asa machine which answers all these
: P"Slﬁh,.ls‘wen suited to impress upon us the strong-
far.ﬁ?ﬁ;mmn of the most refined, far-seeing, and
Pose thugﬂfuytrlvapce, It seems impossible to sup-
0 be_be various properiies were 50 besiowed
anq n?eol'lr" med',3 Any otherwise than by a beneficent
anigee; Jge}}t €ing, able and willing to diffuse or-
o, life, health, and enjoyment through all
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parts of the visible world; possessing a fertility of
means Which no multiplicity of cbjects could exLaust
and adiscrimination of consequences which no com-
plication of conditions could embarrass.— Whewell,

SINREING DowN oF MounTains.—Mountains sink
down, or separate into fragments, from the agency of
other causes than earihquakes or voleanic explosions,
Sometilnes the waters of a rapid river, of an 2gita-
ted lake, or even of a subterraneous current, waste,
consume, and secreily undermine a mass of rocks, or
of solid earth. The beds of sand, gravel, clay, and
chalk, which serve as a support, are dissolved or
swept away; an excavation is formed, and the super-
incumbent mass sinks down by its own weight. = At
other times subterruneous waters penetrate under a
new sralum, under a vegetable bed; they at first
support this crust, then loosen it, tear it off, and at
last finally wash it away piece-meal, or swallow it
cntirely up.  Sometimes there is a fissure by means
ot which part of a wountain is detached from the
principal mass and overturned in consequence of its
being deprived of its natural support. . . We perceive
every where around us nothingbut wrecks and ruins;
those bads of rocks displaced, overturned, shatiered ;
those lakes so deeply excavated ; those caverns which
reach down towards the centre of the earth; those
peaks which tower to the sky; those precipitous
coasts which surround, as with en immense rampart,
all the seas of the globe ; those Alps which over-
hang Raly; those Andes which plunge their gigantic
sides into the ocean; those forests, those races of
quadrupeds, those aquatic animals burigd in the earth
in mingled conlusion: all these circumstances im-
gress ‘us with the awful and overwhelming thought,

ow vastmust have been the heavings and agitations
which bhave comributed to give to the globe its pre-
seitappearance. . . The general deluge which some
have eudeavored to represent as impossible, may be
aatwraily explained, merely on the supposition of a
general sinking down of the inhabited 1egions of the
earth; then the waters of the sea, instead of bein
elevaied, as has been generally imagined, would have
needed only to fullow the laws of gravitation, in order
to cover the antediluvian world, and leave dry our
present continent.— Multe-Brun.

Tae Revorrrions orF ouvr Grose.—The diluvial
deposits of mud and clayey sand, mixed with round
flints, transported from "other countries, and- filled
with fossil remans of large land animals, for the most
part unknown or foreign to the countries in which
they are found—those vast deposits which cover so
many plains, and fill the bottoms of caverns and clefis
of rocks, deposits which took place when the hippo-
potamus, the elephant,the rhinoceros, the horse, the
ox, and the deer, were the prey, even in our climate
and soil ot England, of the hiyena, and the tiger—
have been careluily distinguished from the alluvial
deposits containing the remains of animals common
to the country in which they are found, and are now
considered as the most decisive proofs of an immense
and ancient inundation. Far beneath the chalky stra-
tum which lies under various alternate layers of
marine and fresh water deposits, there have beefi-
tound, more especially in England, the remains of
gigantic reptiles, including crocodiles and other of
the lizard tribe, the remains of an era now unknown
—for it is above the chalk, and between it and the era
of the general deluge, that the explanation of the
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earth’s history has been sought and. found. Lower
than these are laid the vast deposits of former vege-
tables, coa! retaining the impression ol palme and
ferns, which show that even at those depths there
was once dry land, although no bones of guadraped-
are found theie; whidst lower sult the nawrahs
traces the first furms of exisience, the crusiaceons
animals, zoophyles, and mulluscq, of a world yet
almost inert and hleless. . . Jtis impossible to con-
ceive any grander legitmate sub,cct for the wvesiga-
tion of man than tius, which has lard open the is-
tory of the carth atmost fron the moment whea it
was called into existence by the fiat of the Creator. .
The strata called prinuve, on whieh all the others
repose, containing nu remains of hfe, teach nus by
that circumstance that life has not always existed on
our planet, and that there was a time when physieal
force alone acted on the land and on the sea, in wlach
all the wonders ofurganization were subsequently de-
veloped. All organized substances were not ereated at
the same time: vegetables seem to have preceded
animals; molluscous auimals and fishesappeared be-
fore reptiles; and reptiles before the mammahia The
species which tormed the aucient animal population
have teen destroyed and replaced by others, and the
present enimal populaticn is perhaps the fomih series.
And itis on less interesting than imporiant to remark
how strictly these geological discoveries arree with
the Mosaie record of creation. That record distinetly
intimates the great antiquity of the earth, in a state of
darkness and desolauon, compared to the age of man;
and amongst all the fussi] remams of the anvient
strata, not the slightest vestige of man or his works
appears. Either man did nut exist hefore several of
the revolutions of the globe, or his bones lic yet un-
buried at the bolton of the present seas; vet that he
existed before the last great catastrophe of the deluge,
we know from the universal traditions handed down
concerning it in cvery part of the garth, as well as
from theoldest record possessed by man  This record,
Cuvier observes, bears date about 3300 years before
our own time, and itplaces the deluge 2000 years be-
fore its own date, or 3400 years since. Notradition
affords man a greater antiquity than that to whichour
antidiluvian records lay claim; and it is only after
the time of that great event that we find men collect-
ing into societies, and the arts and sciences s?ringmg
up. Every where, and however interrogated, nature
speaks the very same language, and tells us hy nata-
ral traditions, by man’s actal state, by s inedlec-
tual developement, and by all the testinany of het
works, that the present state of things did no. com-
mence ata remote period.  If there be any unng de-
termined in geology, it isihatibe sutface of the glube
was subjected to a great and sudden revolution, not
longer ago than 5000 or 60UD years; that by this cat-
astrophe was causcd the disappearance ol countries
formerly the abode ofman and of animals now kaown
to us; that the bottom of the sea of that time was lett
dry, and upon it were formed the countries now in-
habited; and that since that epech, the few of we
human race who were spared have spread temselves
over the world, and formed societies; that the coun-
tries now inhabued, and which that great catastrophe
left dry, had been at some former peniod whabied,
the abode at least of land animals, which were de-
stroyed by some previous deluge; and that ey had
eved suffered two orthrce such visitations, winch de
stroyed as many ordersof animals.—Chambe s's Ed-
inbwrgh Journal.

.

Caemicar axp Opricar Discovery.—Certain chem-
ical substances, such as chlorate of silver, have the
property of changing their colour by the mere con-

CHRISTIAN TRRASURY.

tact of light. By a combination of this nature )
Daguerre has succeeded in fixing upon paper pre
pared with it, the rays that are directed on the taby
uf the camera obscura, and rendering the optie.
tableau permanent.  ‘The exact representation .,
whatever objects this instrument is directed to, is,
every body 1s aware, throuwn down with vivid coluug
upon the white prepared 10 receive them, and ny
tdys of hight that are thus reflected, have the powe
ot aciing 1n the way above alluded to, on chlorate o,
silver, ur certam preparations ot it.  In this manne:
an exact represeatation of hight and shade of whe
ever object may be wished to be viewed, is cbtaiue,
with all the suftness of a fine aguatint engravi;
By the help of a magmiying glass, we sec
minatest folds of drap-ry, the Tines of a landscap-
visible to the nalted eye.  In the mass of buitdne
accesseries of all kinds, iinpercepiible accidents, .
which the view of Paris from the Pont des Art, .
composed, we distingwmish the smallest details,
count the stunes of the pavement, we sce the moisiup
prodnced by ramn, we read the sign ofa shop. Ever
thread of the lummmous tissue has passed from the i
ject to the surlace retaining it. The impression ¢
the image takes place with greater or less rapidu
according tothe intensity of the light; it is produce,
quicker at noon than in the morning or evening, in:
sumaer than ina wanter sun. M. Daguerre has hithe
mnade i experiments only in Paris; and m the mw.
favorable ctrewmstances they have always beeniv.
sluw to obtain complete resuits, except onstiltor . %
animate nature. xlolion escapes him, or leaves gy
vague and unceriam traces.—4Parts Constitulional,

CHRISTIAN TREASURY.

Fentowsmip witit Gon—Who has not  felt tw
heart cularged, and his faith sirengthened, and by
spintual atlectivns ripened, by that communion wi
brethren 1 the Lord with which he bag at times bees
tavored.  Has s intercourse with Christian friend
not been at tunes to nm like oases inthe desert—as e
sonnd of gushing waters in the sterile and howlug
wildernesst And as they satand communed together
talking of thewr common God, and fortifying ose
another in the faub, or kneeling together in socid
praycr, has he not felt that it was a blessed thing tole
a Christian, andthatthe disciple of Jesus has enjo
ments with which a stranger doth no: intermeddle ?

Ob! why is it not now with us, as itonce was
the Apostles’ day, when the multitude ot them tha
believed were of one heart and of one soul, and gres |
arace was upon them all,—or, as in those succeeding 7
days of primitive Christianity, when the Pagan re
viler, astelowered on the Jatle band, was consiraw
ed toexclaim, How these Christiaus love one another ~
We read of such fellowship ot heart—why may vt
aot realize it? Ju may be encountered, ¥ am old, 1% 54
some of those dells of Switzetland, or the Vaudows i 38
where luxury and pride have not contaminated ik
virgin heart, and persecution without the lold, he
cemented union within it.  And venly when 1 haveks
read of these things, I have panted alter such a greet§
and blessed spot, and deemed that 1 should be glad i g5
share the mountaineer’s hardships and privauons, i
1 might partake his spirit. And then I have aske
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“fyself~why might notthose who love the same Mas-
:ﬁr, and fecd on thesame proimmses, and anicipate the
‘4§me common home for ever,—oh! why might they

w#t realize the same Christian communion in the

alled and crowded city, as inthe Alpine wilderness ?

those who are thirsting for the honors and advan-
es of this world, and tearing one another in the
ife of the mart, or the poltical avrena, live at vari-
ce, hateful and hating one another—why might
t they who speak the same lauguage, and have one
mmon Hea({ ba asbrethren even amidst the dark-
ss of Babell—why does imquity abound, but be-
use the love of many has grown cold ? And when
have asked thosc questions of myself and had no
nswer, but that it is not so,—and that there is alnjost

s little (ellowship within the church as there is with-

putit; why, then, Ibave thought that this distemper-

2#d atmosphere must be purged by coming tempests ;

vand that God willhiring upon us those calamitics which

*3My drawing ustoa common stronghold, will make

“Ws drawand cluster together.—Rev. J. Sandford.
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THELORD'S PRAYER ILLUSTRATED.

Cur Father— . . . . .152.63:18
(#By right of creation. . . . .Mal.2:10
;;{?By bountiful provision, . . . Psal. 1456:16
4By gracious adoption, . Heb. 1:5
% “Who art in heaven— . . . . 1 Kings, 8- 43
8T he throne of thy glory, . . . Isa.66: 1

:¥I'he portion of thy children, . .1Pet. 1:4

“SThe templeof thy angels, . . . Isa.6:1

< Hallowed be thy name—- - . Psal. 115:1

%+dBy the thoughts of our hearts, . Psal. 83: 11
*By the words of our lips, . Psal.51:15
!By the works of our hands, . . . 1Cor. 10:31
¢ Thy kingdom come— . . ., . Psal. 110:2
201 providence todefend us, . Psal. 17:8
JOf grace torefine us, . . . 1 Thes. 5:23

f glory to crown us, . , Col.5:4
Thy will be doneon earth, asit is

inheaven, . . . . . . . Acts21:14
*Towards us, without resistance, . . ! Sam 3:18
v us, without compulsion, . . Psal. 119: 36
niversally, without exception, . . Luke1:6

'i}g-lterna]ly, without declension, . . Psal. 119: 93

Give us this day our daily bread—

“XOf necessity for our bodies, . . Prov. 30:8
“50f eternaliife foroursouls, . . . Johnvi.34
%% Jnd furgive us our trespasses—  Psal. 25:11
“¥Againstthe commandsof thy law, . 1 Tim.8:4
VAgainst the grace of thy gospel, .1Tim.1:18
Y¥ As weforgive them that trespass

against us, . . . . . . .Matt.6:13
:<By delaming our characters, . . . Mait. 5:11
2By embezzling our property, . . Philm. 18
"By ab\xsing our persons, . . . Acts, 7:60
% Jind lead usnot into temptation,
dut deliver us from evil— Matt. 26 : 41
#310f overwhelming affliction, . . . Psal. 130:1
1420f worldly enticements, . « .1John,2:15
>20f satan’s devices, . . . . . . 1Tim 8:7
“$O0f errov’s seduction, . . . . .1 Tim.6:10
: aiOfsin‘.‘nl affections, . . . Rom.1:26

For thine i the Kingdom, the power

; and the glory, for ever— . . . Jude, %

3% Thy kingdom governs all, . . Psal. 103: 19
{ Thy power subduesall, . . . . Phil. 3:20
Thy glory isaboveall, . . . .Psal 148:13

AmeN. . . . . .. ., .Ephl:11

5% As it is inthy purposes, . . . . Isa. 14:27

b Soitis in thy promises, . . . .2Cor.1:20
So be it in our prayers, . . . . Rev.22:20
« «Rev.19:4

So sh&ll itbe to thy praise,
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Disunton Inconsistent.~There are many who
seem to acknowledge that the different sects, or at
least a great proporiion of them, do profess and prac-
tice vital Christianity, but who nevertheless, with-
hold from sects other than their own, a hearty and
sincere Christian love. They do not proceed to the
enormitics of uncharitableness, such as condemning
them as heretics and enemies of the cross, and pursu-
ing them with unspaving persecation; but thereis a
suspicion, distrust, and selfishness—a narrow, fault-
finding spirit—a secret hitterness and keenness of re-
mark—a spirit of rivalry,intrigue and proselytism—
which effectually prevents an open ang honest love
There may be no direct quarreling ; on the contrary,
there is often a show of friendship; but then, the
courtesies are stiff’ and constrained ; the speeches of
charity and brotherly love are made with a sensible
pains-taking ; showing plainly that the flow of affec-
tion is not sponancous and free. And what tells
most decidedly the terms ot this friendship;—in the
great works of evangelizing the world, in which
there is, to some extent, an attempt al union, instead
of an intense zeal for the common and most glorious
object, and ‘a noble and generous co-operation, we
scem more like a number of claimantsto a possession
about to be divided, where each is most anxious to
advance hisseparate claim; or like Alexander’s gen-
erals, after the death of that 1sonarch, striving irre-
spective of old friendships, each to grasp for himselt
the greatest number of the conquercﬁ kingdoms. We
would call the attention of all this class to the strange
and palpable inconsistency of calling ecach other
Christians, and refusing to love each other as Chris.
tians. Do you believe that an individual of another
sect, or of another subdivision of a sect, is really a dis.
ciple of Christ, and yet do you disobey the law of
CErist with respect to him? then have you serious
reason to question your own title to discipleship. And
still farther, do you admit that other sect, or subdivi-
sion of a sect,to be really a part of the church of
Christ, and yet do you vefuse to embrace it as such,
and to love it as such, and instead of being anxious
for its extension in common with the extension of
your own sect, are you desiring, and perhaps secretly
plotting, its overthrow, to make way for the advance-
ment of your own ? then most surely art thou judged
out of thine own mouth; by thine own admission,
thou art breaking that bond of charity, which is the
bond of perfectness, and the very life and law of
Christianity. You are contending, not with enemies,
but with brethren. You are pulling down, not the
kingdom of Satan, but the kingdom of our Lord and
his Christ.—Leaffrom the Tree of Life.

OBEDIENCE A PROOF OF AporrioN.—My religious af-
fections, and my whole conduct, are so imperfect asto
fill me with shame. Every day condemns me.
have never known thee, O God, as Iought to have
done. I have never loved thee with half the admira-
tion, gratitude and delight, which lowed thee. And
all my services have heen progorlionably mean and
defective, At this moment Christ is my only hope.
I can only make mention of hisrighteousness. ~ Apart
from him I deserve still, not ontiy for past sins, but
for my present defects, thine eternal displeasure. Still
hast thou wrought i me a vast change; which is o
proof that in thy Divine mercy though hast made me
oune of thi children, and received thy prodigal back
again to thy paternal favour. * The carpal mind is
enmity against God, for it is not subject to the Jaw of
God, neither indeed canbe.”” But thy grace had made
me subject to it. Ilove thylaw. Allitscommand-

seem to me holy, just aud goed. I do not wish
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to be excused from exact obedience toit all, but, on
the contraty, to have grace that I may obey it. 1do
not know of any sintul hahit which I indulge; and I
wish thee to discoverto e any thing in my temper or
conduct, hitherto wnknown to me, which is contrary
to thy will, that I may alter it. By thy grace I donot
allow myself in known sin.  Thy declared will is
ray only rule of action. And I obey thee, not more
because 1 fear thy anger, than because 1 love thy
ways. Ilove o piease thee, 10 be conformed to thee,
to honour thee, to give thee thy due, and to testify
my gratitude and wy subjection to thee. Idonot obe
thee as a slave, dreading the scourge, but as a child,
loving thy paternal government, And I wish from
my heartto obey thy whole law, with increasing ener-
gy and affecuon for ever. What but thy grace can
have made me do this? The carnal mind is not sub-
jectto thy law, nor can be. Is not this subjection, de-
fective and unworthy as it is, a proof that thou hast
made me thy child? It is a proof of my love; for
Christsaid: * He that hath my commandments, and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. Ye are my
fricnds, if ye do whatsover I command you.” And
thy word declares, * This isthe love of Gud, thatwe
keep his commandments.  Hereby we do know that
we know him, il we keep his commandments. He
that keepeth his commandments, dwelleth in him, and
he in him.” Hence, I humbly trust that I know thee,
and love thee, that theu dost own me as a disciple of
Chirist; dost dwell within me; and wilt therefore bring
me into thy presence in heaven. ‘Transgressors, in-
deed, thou wilt cast out; for Clrist has declared,
“Many willsay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in thy name ? and in thy name cast
out devils 7 and in thy name have donuc many won-
derful works? And then will I profess anto them, 1
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work in-
iquity.,” But since thou hast made me pay thee a
willing and aflectionate, though a very imperfect,
obedience, thou wilt never reject me. Iam going to
that world where all obey thee perfectly, Ina mea-
sure thou hast made me meet for that world, because
I delight in obeying thee, and feel that to ¢bey thee
perfectly would be Yertect happiness. Wil thou
not, then, satisfy the desires which thy grace has
created, and admit me to that heavenly hifein which
thou hast taught me to delight? O my God, I know
thou wilt,—Baptist V. Noel.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Tne [cruanners~A winter evening in an Icelandic
family presents a scenc in the highest degree inter-
esting and pleasing. Betwecnthree and four o'clock,
the Jamp is hung up in the principal apartment, and
al] the members of the family talke their stations,with
their work in their hands. One of the 1amily advan-
ces 1o a seat near the lamp, and reads aloud. Bewg
but badly supplied with printed bocks, the Icelanders
are under the necessity of copying such as they can
borrow. The reader is frequently interrupted either
by the head or some intelligent member of the family,
who makes remarks, or proposes questions on what
is vead, to exercise the ingenuuty of the children and

MISCRLLANEQUS.

servants. In some houses the sagas, or histotic
poems are repeated by heart; and instances are g¢
uncormnon of itinerants gaining a livelihcod durm:
the winter, by staying at different farms till they havs
exhausted their stock of knowledge. This custer
appears to have existed from time immeinorial. I
stead of the sagas, the pions substitute the Scripture.
parucularly the lustorical books. At the conclusic,
of the family labors, which are frequently continue:
till uear mudnight, the famly join in singtng psahns
after which, 1'the family are notin possession of ;
Bible, a chapter from somne book of devouon is reay
but when they have the sacred book, it is preferred 1
every other.  The head of the family then prays, an
the exercise concludes with a psalm.  When an lee
lander awakes, he does not salute any person wh,
wmay bave slept in the room with him, but hastensa,
the door, and lifting up his hands toward heaves
adores Him who made the heavens and the earth, th
Author and Preserver of his being, and the source o
every blessing.  Ile then returns into the house, an/
salutes every one he meets, with "God grant you,
gwd day.”

AxrcpoTr.~Some years ago, the Rev Mr. Arn
strong preached at Harmony, near the Wabash, whe:
a doctor ol that place, a professed Deist or Infidel

called upon hisassociates to accompany him, whilehe -

“attacked the Methodist,” as he sayd. At first he ash
¢d Mr. A, ifhe “followed preaching to save sonls*
heanswered in the atlirmative.  He then asked Mt

A.“ifhe eversaw a soul 37 “No.”“If he ever hearn .

a soul 1% “No.” *“{{ he evef tasted a soul 1" “No." *h
he ever smelt a soul 77 No ¥ If he cver felt a sou}!
“Yes, thunk God,” said Mr. A. “Well,” said th
docior, “there are four of the five senses against one.
to ¢vidence that there is no soul!” Mr. Armstrons
then asked the gentleman if he was not a doetor o.
medicine, and was answered in the alirmative.
then asked the ductor “1f he ever saw a pain?”’ “No

“It he ever heard a pain 1 “No." “If he ever taste
a pain? «No.” “If he ever smelt a pain 7 “Ny

“If he ever felt a pain?’ “Yes,” Mr. A. then said
‘there are four senses agaipst one 0 evidence tha
there is no pain, and yet, sir, you know there is pain,
and [ know there is a soul.” The doctor appeared con
founded and walked off.

Anecoors of tie Rev. Epenezer Easkineg.~A:
une tune, atter travelling, towards the end of the week.
tiom Porimoak 10 the banks of the Forth, on his wa;
to dinburgh, he, with several others, was prevented
by a storin trom crossing that frith,  Thus obliged «
1emain in Fite during the Sabbath, he was employed
to preach, it is believed, in Kinghorn. Conformably
to his nsual practice, he prayed earuestly in the morr-
ing tor the ivine countenance and aid m the work ¢
the day ; b suddenly missing his note-book, he knes
not waat to do. s thoughts, however, were direc
ad to that command, * Thou shall not kill;” an

having studied the subject with as much care aster
time would permit, he delivered a shortsermon ov it

in the forenvan after the lecture.
10 his Jodaing, he gave <trictinjunctionsto the servan

that uo une shenld be allowed 1o see him doring the #3%

mterval of public worship. A stranger, however,
who was also ane of the persons detained by the state

of the weather, expressed an earnest desire to sec the

minister; and naving with difficulty obtained admit
tance, appeared much agitated, and asked him with

great eagerness, whether he knew him, ov bad ever

Having returned;

He . !

&
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On receiving assurance that
totally unacquainted with his face, character,
the gentleman proceeded to state that his
on the sixth commandment had reached Ins

sermon

conscience ; that he was a murderer; that heingthe
econd son of a Highland laird, he had sonse tune
refore, from base and selfish molivescruell{' sufiocated
ais elder brother, who slept in the same bed wuth b
ad that now he had no peace of mind, and wished to
urrender himself to justice, to suffer the pumshment
My, Evskine
asked him if any other person knew any thing of his
His answer was, that so far as he was aware,
not a single individual had the least suspicion of it ;
on which the goud man exhorted him to be deeply
wlfected with a sense of his atrocious sin, to make an
smmediate application to the bltood of sprinkling, and
1o bring forth fruits meet for repentance; but at
the same lime, since, in providence, his crime had
hitherto remained & secret, not to diselose it, or give
himselt upto public justice. The unhappy gentleman
embraced this well-intended counsel in all its paris,
Lecame truly pious, and maintained a friendly cor-
respondence with this “servant of the Most High

fue to his horrid and unnatural crine,

guilt,

God” in future life. 1t is added, that after he

drew, the minister had the happinessto recover the
and, in consequence,

manuscript formerly missing;
preached in the afiernuon on the topic he had
nally in view.

Evxerisn Laxutace.—By a recent regulation
Minister of Public Instruction of France, the

of at least one living language of Europe, besides
French, has been made compulsory in all the royal
colleges of I'rance; and for those in Paris the pupils
have had to declare for cither German or English.
‘The following appears o have been the result of the
declarations thus made in the colleges of the metro-

polis and Versailles:—

English. German,

College of Louis le Grand,esve.... 88 84
¢ Henri IV.i.eieeeeee.... 68 29

€ Charlemagne,.. .. 66 27

“ Bourbon,eeeeecees .. 93 35

€ St. LouiS,ceceeeereecsess 61 2%

« Versailles,seeeeevicees.. 30 15
406 165

This gives a general

-ent. in favour of the German.

AxTi1QuiTY OF RumanisM.—Roman Catholics often
alk of the antiquity of their religion; but we think
hat the following dates of the origin of their peculiar
woctrines and practices will show them to be too

nodern for a scriptural Christian to receive :—
Year.

Toly Water.........120,Image Worship,.....715
+«+ 150 Canonization of Saints 993

«++328 Baptism of Bells.....1000
Laiin Mass..........394 Transubstantiation...1000
Extreme Unction.... .558|Celibacy... vereeeess 1015
...1190

Dispensations ... ...1200
The Inquisition.....1204
Confessioleceosssos 1215
Papal Usnrgalion. «++607 Elevation of the Host 1222

Penance..
Monkery ...

Purgatory.eeeeeese s 593
Invocation of the Vir-
in Mary and of
2iNtSevereeneoess594

[ndulgences...

Kissing the Pope’stoe. 709,
United Service Gazetle,

proportion of about seventy per
-ent. in favour of the English language, and thirty per

with-

origi-

of the
stady

Year.
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THE TRANSLATION OF ENOCH.
BY BERNARD BARTON.
Though proudly through the vaulted sky
Was borne Elisha’s sire;
And dazzling untomortal eye
Ilis car and steeds of fire:

To meas glorious secms the change
Accorded to thy worth ;

As instantancous and as strange
Thy cxut from this carth.

Something which wakes a deeper thrill
These few brief words unfold,

Than all description’s proudest skill
Couid of that hour have told.

Faney's keen eye may trace the course
Elijah held on high:

The car of flame, cach fiery horse
Her visions may supply ;—

But Ty transition mocks cach drenm
Framed by her wildest power,

Nor can her mastery supreme
Couceive thy parting hour,

‘Were angels, with expanded wings,
As guides and guardians given ?
Ordid sweet sounds from scraphs’ strings
‘Waftthee from carth to heaven?

*Twere vain toask: weknow but this—
Thy path from grief and time

Unto eternity and bliss,
Mysterious and sublime!

‘With God thou walkedst: and wast not!
And thought and fancy fail

Further than this to paint thy lot,
Or tell thy wondroustale,

STANZAS.

When rosy Evening’s sweetest light
Fades like our joys too svon away,
How dear the thought, that but a night

Divides it frem the brighter day.

So to the dying christian’s eye,
The twilight of the world retires

But 10 reveal the heavenly sky,
And glory’s everlasting fires.

That sky, those fires, unfading shine
O’er boundless plains of life and love,
Reflections of that smile divine
That makes the perfect hliss above.
Anoy.
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