Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographigues

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy availabis for filming. Features of this copy which
may be biblicgraphically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

N

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X

Coloured covers/
Cauverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/er laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou peliiculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture mangue

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black}/
Encre de couleur {i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou itlustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I’'ombre ou de fa
distorsion le long de Ia marge intérisure

Blank leaves addad during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

i se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible. ces pages n"ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

14X 18X

L'Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il
{ui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet

exemplaire qui sont peut-dtre uniques du point de vue

bibliographique, qui peuvent moditier une image

reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification

dans !a méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommageées

| Pages restored and/or laminated/
| Pages restaurées et/gu pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

NER

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

/ Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

\

/ Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index{es)/
Comprend un {des} index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de 1a livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

22X 26X 30x

12X 16X

20X

24X 28X

32X




Tl

N7

2563 A \/\@/\;\6/\:'\;’
ienig

Vor. XXI.

“GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.”

The world’s “record breakers™ have now
a royal head, our Sovereign Lady the
Queen, who, since September, has reigned
longer than any British sovereign.

Our National Anthem was the crystal-
lizing of a nation’s prayer for its young
queen with life and hope before her.

‘“Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the Queen.”

How richly bas the prayer been an-.
swered! He has saved her from sickness, .
from danger and death, from mu ‘a sorrow,
' the lowliest ; Christian service is the woric

from the temptations of court life, enabliag

her to live her maiden vow when told that
she was queen, “I will be good, I will be;
‘with God, with Christ, in all our Christian

good.”
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the coming of the King of Kings to give a
fadeless crown, from world-wide millions
will still softly rise, with grander meaning,
as their thought reaches out to -timeless
future, that old prayer song.

Co=Workers with God.
To save the world from sin and misery

'is the object of all that Ged has done for

men. To save the world is that for which
Christ came and suffered and died. To
save the world is the object of all Christian
work and effort. God and man, Christ and
His people, doing the same work, their aims
and efforts cne. The least, the humblest,

that God the Father, God the Son, God the
Holy Spirit is engaged in. Co-workers

He has endowed ler, like Solomon, with ; effort! How it exalts everything in the

wisdom to rule this ‘“so great a people.
He has saved her from mistakes by which
even a limited monarch might do untold
harm. From national humiliation and de-
feat has He saved. He has been * a wall
round about, and a glory in the midst of
her sea girt, sea girdling empire.”

“Yictnrious,
Happy and glorious,
Long has she reigned.”

Our Queen is no more young. Har sixz-
tieth throned year makes almost formal
and unreal the prayer, “Long may Vie-
toria reign.”

But the Christian sentiment of a Chris-
tian nation can still hymn the refrain; and
of a salvation higher than of earth, sing

“ God Save the Queen.”

And when world glories fade and its tri-
umphs are no more for her, and she waits

way of Christian Work !

But we are co-workers with Him not
only in that we are doing the sume work,
but that in our own part of that work He
is with us.

“Lo I am with you always” is His own
promise. “I can do all things, said Paul,
“though Christ who strengtheneth me.”
Christ and we, co-workers. What honor as
well as courage this gives to the lowliest
work for Him.

There is one linre of Christian work that
is ever ready to hand. Each can do some-
thing at it, and no matter how many there
are, there is room for each to do all that
he may wish. 1t is the following :

As a Church we are a body of Christians
banded together for work.

We look at the heathen in their dark
ness and sin, and to save them we join
our gifts, and send men and women to
teach them the way of salvation.
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We sce new and scattered scttlements in
our own land without the Gospel, and we
help some of our number to go as mission-
aries to them.

There are weak congregations aill over
our church, and men are ready to go and
labor in them if they can get enough
to live upon, and we come to the help of
these congregations, we add something to
what they themselves give, and as aresult
they have one to preach and teach among
them ; and in & few years these weak con-
gregations, thus cared for, become self
supporting, and help others,

Our French countrymen are in darkness
and error, we would like them to have the
Word of God in their own tongue, and for
this we have our French Evangelization
Scheme.

Men are needed to do all this work, and
we have colieges to train them for it.

Al the Schemes of the Church are
methods of doing our Christian work,
saving the world ; and if any wishes to do
Christian work, here is a field always open.

How this honors our daily toil! We

work on farm, in factory or shop, and of;

our earnings we give to any Scheme. The
work that we do in earning the gift is as
really Christian work, if done from the
right motive, as if we were personally
preaching the Gospel to the heathen.

At the present time there is a special
call from our Church Schemes. The work
has gone on depending upon gifts that have
not Kept pace with it. Some of the Funds,
especially the F. M. Fund, West, and the
H. M. Fund, Bast, are considerably in
arrears.

We are liable to grow weary of such
calls. But they are simply opportunities
that God is offering, of being co-workers
with Him in larges measure. He is honor-
ing us by opening door after door and
inviting us to enter. The call of our
various Mission Schemes is but a call to
higher privilege, in having a larger share
in the world’s redemption.

The time in which we can be co-workers
with God is short. It will soon be past,
another generation is hastening on to
claim their share, and we must step aside ;
and even in heaven, if we get there, while
we will have Christ’s presence, we cannot
any more have the honor of being co-
workers with Him, in that for which He
gave His life,

Endenvor ut Ottnwa,

Ottawa is familiar with endeavor,—much
of it carnest and strenuous. Judged by its
own press, no little of it is Christian. By
the opposite test the result is slightly
different. The past year has been ‘excep-
tional, three sessions of Parliament in one
round of the seasons.

The last session closed §th October, and
the following day, almost within hail of the
Legislative HMalls, opened the first Domi-
nion Christian Endzavor Convention for a
three days' conference.

For Christ and the Church has been the
Christian Endeavor motto. In practice
they have added another C, for Country or
Citizenship, which you will; and this
third C had a place in Ottawa. ‘They too
touched Citizenship, but not with party
hand.

A yoke of oxen on a narrow snow roag
in the woods often waste strength in crowd-
ing for the track, and Ottawa endeavor is
sometimes similarly spent, while very
slowly drag the interests of the country,
but the Christian Endeavorers know only
the forward pull.

Stirring addresses were given, on various
phases of Christian Life and Work, by
nien prominent in Church and State. A
grand closing on the evening of the third
day raised Christian Endeavor enthusiasm
high, and the delegates went home to
work with new purpose for Christ ana
Church and Country.

Much of the feeling of the multitudinous
meetings of our time soon passes away ;
but there is one kind of convention that
can never be overdone ; meetings of two,—
the sinner and his Saviour. The inspir-
ation thus received is abiding. May our
Christian Endeavor workers have it in
jever growing measure.

The British Chusrches.

In conversation vecently with a gentle-
man who has spent the summer in Britain,
North and South, he summed up one aspect
of the religious situation in the statement
that a wing of the Anglican Church is aping
Rome, while in Scotland some Presbyterian
churches are aping Anglicanism.

To those who are accustomed from child-
hood to any form of worship, that form be-
comes associated with their whole religious
life, and may be no barrier to the highest
and purest devotion. Habit becomes second
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nature, They forget the form and are un-
fettered by it.

or less distracted when deprived of it.

No man should be judged, as to his atti-
tude toward God, by the circumstances or
forms amid which he worghips, whether
with a simpler or more ritual complex.

It remains true, however, that the ages
and churches of a simpler worship have
been those of a purer faith. The greatest
revolt from ceremonialism that the world
ever saw was the ecstablishment of Chris-
tianity and its protest against Jewish legal-
ism and ritual.

the reaching after more of form is a token |
Spiritnal growth never

of decaying, faith.
shows itself by elaboration of ritual or
larger adoption of human rite, but in a
cloger walk with God, a more faithful
imitation of Christ; and whether Presbyter
apes Anglican or Anglican apes Rome, it is
in both as true a token of decaying spiritual
life as was the Jew making broader his
phylactery and larger the border of his gar-
ment, tithing with ever growing scrupulous
<are, mint and anise and cummin, to the
neglect of weightier matters of the law, jus-
tice, mercy and truth.

ST Y Frec Presbyterinn Church.”

The old time keen theological acumen of
Scotchmen, that can split the shadow of
an  imgginary theological hair, and the
steadfast adherence, at any sacrifice, to
what they think is right, no matter how
small it be, is not wholly cf the past. The
few men in the Highlands who came out
from the Free -Church, some months since,
because they thought she countenancen
<rror, may have been mistaken, but their
sacrifice was worthy of commendation.

They formed themselves into a Fresby-
tery. This in turn was divided intotwo,--
the Northern and Southern Presbyteries,
s0 that they could have a Synod. The
Iatter Court held its first meeting in Inver-
ness a short time since, as the Synod of
the Free Presbyterian Church.

One troublous subject was the education
of their students for the Ministry. None
of the existing Colleges in Scotland or
Ireland are deemed quite safe to send them
1o. It was proposed that three ministers
should take one each of the three students,
and train them, but finally a committee
Was appointed to take the whole respon
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They like it because accus-
tomed to it, and their minds may be more .

Especially is it true that:

283

sibility of training the students dwring this
winter.

In an age of union it seems a little out
“of place to be recording szcessions; and in
this instance the microscopic cause, and
almost microscopic result, has furnished
food for churchly jest.

But secessions have been, and in their
time and place may still be, the path of
{ duty, if not if glory, and in the measure
in which these men followed duty, their
Act was as worthy of commendation as
“when the Free Church herself came out ia
’43.

Rume nt ¢xford.

History repeats itself. Rome is getting
I hack to Oxford, for the first time since the
' Reformation. The Duke of Norfolk, a Ro-
man Catholic pervert from the Anglican
church, has purchased a site on which &
Roman Catholic college is to be erected in
that ancient university centre. The Oxford
movement was Romeward, now Rome is
moving to Oxford. As to results, prophets
vary. Some think it will Romanize Oxford,
others the opposite. There is no doubt
what the intention is and what the effort
will be, The result tco may be safely pre-
dicted, to this extent, viz., that the gap will
be lessened. Common activity in that
centre of intellectual life will tend to assimi-
late all. If Protestantism is true to itself
the assimilation will be in the direction of
light and truth, otherwise the contrary.
The resnltant of the combining forces in the
measure in which they combine will be de-
termined by their respective strength.

aar Hymnal at Oxtord.

More than Rome is going to Oxfora,
Qur New Hymnal is on its way there, to
be printed and bound in the best style of
the Oxford Press. Will it serve as an
antidote to the new R. C. College ? Let us
trust that the visit will have no effect on
the Hymnal, other than to insure good
printing and binding. A number of tenders
was received Ly the Hymnal Comiittee,
but none compared, in price and quality
of workmanship combined, with that of the
celebrated Oxford Press; and in a few
weeks we may expect to have our new
iIymnal, in paper, print, and binding, that
will make it, while moderate in price, a
thing of.beauty and a joy until the

next revision. .
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THE SHORTER CATECHISM.

Introduction, Q. 1—3.

Q. 1. The end for which man was made;

Q. 2. The Rule for attaining that end ;

Q. 3. What that Rule teaches,—viz. What
man is to believe, Q. 1—38; aud, what
man is to do, Q. 39—107.

I. What the Scripturcs teach for man (o
belicre 3—
About God, Q. 4—06;
About Gods Plan, Q. T,
And the carrying out of that Plan, Q.8—11;

About the Covenant of Works, Q. 12;
About its Breaking, Q. 13—16;
And the Result, Q. 1719 ;
About the Covenant of Grace, Q. 20,

About Him who purchased its benefits for

us, Q. 21—2% ;
About Him who applies its bhenefits to
Q. 2631 ;
And what these benefits are, Q. 32——38.,

J IL What the Scriptures teach for man to
0 ;— .

Under the Covenant of Works, Q. 39—84;!
Under the Covenant of Grace, Q. 86—107 ;

The above js a very brief summary,:
or analysis, ol the Shorter Catechism, And
the following is more extended. '
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About Adam’s sin, Q. 15;
And how all share fit, Q. 16 ;

About the Resulls of the Breaking ;—
About the fallen state, Q.

About its sinfulness, Q. 18;
About its misery, ' Q. 19;
About the Covenant of Gruce ;—

How it was made, Q. 20;

About Him who purchased its benefits for uss—

Who He is, Q. 21;
How He became man, Q. 22;
What work He does, Q. 23;
What work as a prophet, Q. 2%
What work as a priest, Q. 25
What work as a king, Q. 26 ;
*How He humbled himself, Q. 27;
How He was exalted, Q. 28;
About Him who applies its benefils to us ;—
Who He is, Q. 29
How e works, Q. 30;
What He does, Q. 31
And what these bencfits are ;—

In this life, Q. 3236 3
At death, Q. 37;
And at the resurrection, Q. 38;

II. What the Scriptures teach that man

. should do, viz :—

THE SHORTER CATHECHI1SM.
Introduction, Q. 1—3.
Q. 1. The end for which man was made ;

Q. 2. The Rule for attaining that end;

Q. 3. What that Rule teaches;
YWhat man is to Dbelieve, Q. 1—38; and,
What man is to do, Q. 39—107.

I. What the Scriptures teach that man
should believe :—

About God, viz, ;—

About what God is, Q. 1;
About how many there are, Q.5
And abont His Trinity, Q. 6;
About God‘s Plun ;—
About what it is, Q. 7;;
About the Carrying out of that Plan ;—
About how it was carried out, Q S;
In Creation, 9
1a the Creation of Man, Q 10 ;
In Providence, Q. 11;
About the Corvenant of Works ;—
About how it was made, Q. 12;

About ils Breaking ;—

By sin,
About what sin is,

Q.1
Q

i

viz.—

"How to escape wrath,

-ifow the sacraments help,
. 'What a sacrament is,

Under the Cocvenant of Works ;—

‘He is to obey, Q. 3%;
The Rule of Obedience, Q. 40;
Where that Rule is found, Q. 1;

The ten Commandments, Q. 42—81;
How these are broken, Q. 82
Degrees of breaking, Q. 83;
What the breaking deserves, Q. 84;

Under tke Covenant of Grace ;—

What Faith is,

What Repentance is,

What the means of Grace are,
How the Word helps,

How to use it,

How many there are,

What Baptism is,

Who are to receive it,

What the Lord’s supper is,

Who are to receive it,

What Prayer is,

The rule for it, The Loxd’s Prayer,

What its first sentence teaches, 1'-"
What its first prayer means, 101:
What its second prayer means, 102
What its third prayer means, 103;
What its fourth prayer means, 1043
. What its fifth prayer means, 1!'5,
: What its sixth prayer means, 109‘:

Ppppppppoppp@p@@@ppp@@@

What its last sentence teaches,
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THE SHORTER CATECHISM.

No book ever made by man gives a state-
ment of all the great truths taught in the
Bible, which is at once so brief, clear,
simple, full, and complete, as is that in the
Shorter Catechism.

Hofv naturally it opens! 3iWhen one sces
anything new, the first question is “ What
is it for ?"” So the first question of the

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

Catechism sounds like that of one just:
awakening to the fact of existence, and in
ignorance of every thing, asking, What am!
I for ? *“ What is the chief end of man?",
The answer stands sublime. “To glorify:
God, and to enjoy Him for ever.

Just as naturally other questions follow.
When the questioner is told that he was
made to glorify God, he then asks. * How
can I do this 7” “ Has God given any direc-
tions in the matter 2" What rule¢ has God
given ? ete.”

In like manner when told that the Serip-
tures are the only rule, he asks next, Q. 3.
‘What that rule teaches.

Upon the answer to Q. 3 depends all the
remainder of the Catechism. He is told
that the two great themes of the Bible are
doctrine and duty ; truths, revealed for
men to believe, commands given for men to
obey. Under these two heads may be
ranged the whole of Scripture, and accord-
ingly the Catechism divides at this point,
from the 4th question down to the 38th
question, bLeing a statement of the great
truths to be believed, while those from the
39th to the end are devoted to the duties
which God’s word commauds.

In the first part, Q. 1—38, the questioner
finds out what the Scriptures teach about
God, about His Plan, and the carrying out
of that Plan, Q. 4—11; about the Coven-
ant of Works, its breaking, and the results,
Q. 12—19; about the Covenant of Grace,
who purchased its benefits for us, who
applies its benefits to us, and what these
benefits are, Q. 20—38.

In these few questions, 4—38, we have
summed up all the great truths of Secrip-
ture and religion, and the one who knows
them has a great treasure house of know-
ledge.

How naturally each question follows the
preceding answer, as if some cne wholly
ignorant were asking the questions for the
sake of learning, and as if each answer
suggested the next question.

TFor example he ig told, Q. 3, that the
Scriptures teach what man is to believe
:ébout God, and he asks, Q. 4, “What is

nd'"

Being told, he naturally inquires, Q. 5, if
there are more than one of such great
Beings ; and again, Q. 6, how many persons
there are in the Godhead.

Then coming from God to His works,
he asks about God's plan, Q. 7: and how
God carries out His plan, Q. 8. He is told
of Creation and Providence, and wants to
know, what Creation is, Q. 9, how man was

created, Q. 10, What Providence is Q. 11.

285

He than asks, Q. 12, how there was any
special Providence shewn to man, and is
told about God making a covenant or
agreement with man.

Learning of this agreement he naturally
inquires, Q. 13, whether it was kept. On
being told that it was broken by sin, he
asks, Q. 14, What sin i3; and Q. 15, What
the special sin of our first parents.

Just as natural is Q. 16, How far that
sin and fall extends, Then learning that

{ all share in it, he asks, Q. 17, what kind of

a state it is into which men have fallen ;
and on being told that it is a state of stn
and misery, he asks, Q. 18, What is its sin-
fulness, and Q. 19, What its misery ?

Then follows a wondering question, viz.,
as to whether man was left in that state,
and in reply comes the joyous answer that
God’s love and mercy has provided a way
of escape by a Redeemer.

The questioner then asks, who this won-
derful Redeemer is, Q. 21.

When told that He is the Son of God
and became man, he wishes to know, Q. 22,
how He became man, and then, Q. 23,
What work He had to do to save men from
their state of sin and misery. The answer
to this mentions a number of things, and he
asks five more questions, 24—28, before he
finds out all about the work that this
Redeemer did.

When all this has been learned about
Christ and His Work, the questioner

. begins to wonder how that work is going

to help people now, and the most naturat
question he can ask is Q. 29, and heis told
that the Hely Spirit is the one who applies
to us the benefits of Christ’s death.

He then asks how the Holy Spirit does
this work in Q. 30 and 31.

And now, supposing him still ignorvant
of all except the above, he naturally wants
to know now much good all this will do to
men, and he asks about the benefits that
those who are called and come will receive,
in this life, Q. 32—36, at death, Q. 37, and
in the resurrection, Q. 38, and is told of
the believer, in the full enjoying of God to
all eternity.

With Q. 38 closes the subject in the first
part of the answer to Q. 3, the duty which
God requires of man.

With Q. 39, begins the subject of the
second part of the answer to Q. 3, What
God wants man to do.

The questioner remembering the answer
to Q. 3, now asks, Q. 39, what God wants
man to do and is told that obedience is
required.

He wishes to know what is to be obeyed,
Q. 40. He is told that the moral law is the
rule of obedience. He asks where it is,
Q. 41, He is told that it is in the ten
commandments, and then igoes on asking
what these commandments are, one after
another, and what they require men to do,
and what they forbid men to do,
until He has heard the whole ten com-
mandments down to Q. 81.
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After he has heard them all, he asks, Q.]of reference, and it is suggested that the

82, if any man is able to keep them all and | question

thus do what God requires.
is No.

Next, he wishes to know if all disobe- |
dience is equally bad, Q. 83, and then,|
?;Vhélt the breaking of God’s law deserves,

. 84. !

How natural now that he should wish to
know the way of escape from that wrath
and curse; and he asks in Q. 85, the old,"
old question, What must I do to be saved ?.

On being told in reply, of Faith, Repent-.
ance, and the means of Grace, he asks.
what they are, Q. 86, 87, 88.

Then finding that the means c¢. Grace are
the Word, Sacraments, and Prayer, he asks:
a number of questions about these things, !
viz., how the Word helps and hcw to use it, |
Q. 89, 90 ; how Sacraments help, and:
what, and how many they are, Q. 91, 92, 93.

Then on hearing of two sacraments, Bap-!
tism and the Lord’s Supper, lie asks about
these : what Baptism is and who are to;
receive it, Q. 94,95; what the Lord’s Supper,
is and how to observe it, Q. 96, 97.

Then he remembers that there was an-
other means of Grace named in Q. 88, viz.,
Prayer, and he asks what it is, Q. 98, and
the rule for it, Q. 99 ; and on hearing the
Lord’s Prayer, one petition after another,
He has a question to ask about ecach of
these petitions until he reaches the end.

How simple and natural the order in
which the questions follow each other, each
question naturally arising out of the pre-
ceding answer !

How full and rich the answers are. Any-
one who has them in memonry has the
whole scheme of revealed truth spread out
before him.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES.
THE PLAY OF STUDY.

The Assembly’s Committee on Young
People’s Societies, as instructed by the last
General Assembly, has now issued the
Plan of Study, of the Doctrine, Polity, His-
tory and Worl. of our church. It hasbeen
issued through conveners of Presbytery
Committees, and copies should at once be
in the hands of ministers, missionaries, and
the secretaries of societies.

The plan has been carefully considered,
and will, it is hoped, come widely into use.
It is adapted to all the various kinds of
Young People’s Societies, and is in the
formy of a graft upon the topic cards and
programmes already in wuse. 1t proposes
flve minutes of each meeting for the stuay
of the Doctrines of our Church, with the
Shorter Catechism as a text-book, and a
meeting each month for the consideration
of the Polity, History and Work of the
Church.

The course in the Catechism follows that
pursued in the Sabbath School for 1897,
and includes questions 82—107. Prof. Sal-
mond’s Primer is recommended as a book

be recited in common, and s

The answer | short address or paper given on some chief

point in it. The whole Catechism will be
traversed in three years,

The twelve meetings devoted to the Po-
lity, History and Work, of the Clturch will
consist of a general survey, the intention
heing to follow this in subsequent yea.s
with a closer study of the various subjects,

For the coming ycar the topics are :—

January.—\Why we are Presbyterians,

February.—The Great Home Field,

March.~Foundation work; John Xnox
and his times.

April—The Work abroad; our Foreign
Fieids.

May.—The Westminster Assembly.

June.—Freneh Canada and its Evangeliz-
ation.

July.—How the business of the Church
is done; her constitution and courts.

August.—The Benevolent IFunds.

September.—Many streams, one river;
Story of the Unions and the present
strength of the Church.

October.—How the Ministry is traineq;
the Colleges and their work.

November.—Our weaker congregations ;
the Augmentation Scheme,

December.—What the Young People may
do for the Church.

In the plan, as issued in circular form,
the Questions of the Catechism are as-
signed to the weekly meetings in their order,
provision being made for a quarterly review
or preview, which may be conducted by
the minister, or other qualified person.
Appropriate  Scripture passages are also
attached to the various topics suggested,
and a list of books, reports, ete., useful for
reference.

By arrangement with the Endeavor
Herald Co. of Toronto, a special Y.P.S.C.E.
topic card for Presbyterian Societies is ¢o
be issued, incorporating the Committee's
Plan of Study as above outlined. 'This card
will be found cheap and convenient, and
may prove serviceable also to societies,
other than Christian Endeavor.

Beginning with the December number,
the Recorn will contain helns  for  the
monthly meetings as above. These will bo
prepared by writers specially qualified,
and will be published under the super-
vision of the Convener of the Assembly’s
Committee, Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, Bow-
manvilie, Ont., to whom application may
be made for any further information
regarding the Plan of Study.

The success of our Church work depends
very largely upon the faithfulness with
which the ministers keep before their con-
gregations the needs and privileges of that
work.
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Our Home Tork,

St. Paul’'s Church, Fredericton, N.B., has
offered, in addition to its orvdinary giving,
to aid some Home Mission Ifield in support
of a missionary to tho extcnt of $160 per
annum,

Eden's site has long been sought. Why
not in Cape Breton ? The language is still
used in holy converse, and the communion
gervices from Thursday to Monday, with
the latter as “ Thanksgiving” and Friday
as ' Question ” day, still prevail. The latest
reported was at Middle River, C.B., Sept.
24-28, where for the five successive days the
worshippers compassed the cross and i3
memorial feast, reminders of a Paradise
lost and symbols of Paradise regained.

’

Many of the C.IB. Societies in the Mari-
time Provinces have been putting into prac-
tice the recommendation of their own con-
vention, that each society give 25 cents per !
member for the debt on their Home Mission
Fund of the Maritime Synod. Such giving
is “twice blessed.” The church is relieved
of a burden, and the young people become
more deeply interested in the work which
they scek to help, and which will soon be
entirely theirs, as the older people pass
away.

W. and O. Fand, West.

The collection for the Widow’s and Or-
phan’s Fund, West, was appointed for the
fourth Sabbath of October. The following !
facts may lead those to give who have not
dcue so.

Last year the income was $3,600 short of |
the expenditure. The Ifund has suffered
from depreciation in property and decline
in the rate of interest. The committee has
no power to draw upon capital, and if con-
tributions are not increased the annuities
to widows and orphans must be reduced.
Ministers’ rates fall due November 1, and
together with all congregational contribu-
tions should be forwarded to Dr. Warden,
Toronto, as early as possible, as the annui-
ties to widows, ete., are payable November 1.

Opening of Knox ¢College.

More than usual interest attached to the
opening of Knox College, 7th October, be-
cause of two new professors added to the
staif, The Presbytery of Toronto, just
previous to the openicg, inducted Rev.
James Ballantyne to the chair of Apolo-
getics and Church History, and Rev. Geo.
L. Robinson, Ph.D.,, to that of O. T. Lite-
rature and Exegesis. After the opening of
Convocation, Dr. Robinson delivered the
inaugural lecture.

Another fact that gives interest is the’
formation of a Club in the interests of the:
College, with a view of increasing the in-,
come, which is much needed at-the present|
fime. Knox is now admirably equipped..
Her more than half century has been a!
history not merely of work, but of pro-j
gress.

Presbyterian College, Montrent,

The opening of its thirtieth annual
session took place in the Morrice Hall,
the 7th evening of October. For the first
time in the history of the College, Principal
McVicar was absent ; but a letter from hig
resting place in Florence brought greetings,
He expects to return in the spring.

The opening lecture was by Dr. Barclay
on * Doctrine and Life” or “The Meaning
and Value of Doctrinal Teaching in Rela-
tion to Life.”

In reply to those who decry doctrine and
exalt life, he shewed that doctrine decides
life, that as a man believes so is he, that
all morality is dependent upon religion, and
can no rmore continue to flourish when
divorced from it than the plant when sev-
ered from its root, and that doctrine is
but the statement of truth in religion,

Referring to a few of the doctrines of
Christianity, c.g., the Being and Char-
acter of God, the Incarnation of Christ,
and Forgiveness of sin, he shewed how
grandly practical they are, and how their
acceptance inspires and ennobles life. The
lecture was a grand one.

A New Presbytery.

The new Presbytery of Edmundton held
its first meeting at Edmundton, Sept. 1-3,
Rev. D. G. McQueen, Moderator. Like the
opening of a new church or station, it is a
mark of advance, on a larger scale. The
ubiquitous Superintendent of Missions in
the North-West was present, rejoicing in
this forward step to which his toilsome
years have helped.

As they are making history in that new
country they must needs appoint a new

j official, the first of the kind that we have
j seen mentioned in our church, the “ historio-~

grapher ™ of Presbytery, Rev. John Fernie,
appointee. Some of our Presbyteries have
rounded the century and the fifty range
through the vears between. Much valuable
history has been lost; but it would be o
good idea for older Presbyteries now to pat-
tern the youngest and gather the past for
the benefit of coming vears. Most of it
could as yet be easily done. E.ery year lost
will make the task more dificult and its ve-
sults less complete.

THE MARITIME SYNOD.

Nature, like the wise woman, does her
house cleaning in sections. She was at
work in Pictou, when the Synod met there
6th ult. But through the rough, rude sweep-
ing and washing of driving wind and pour-
ing rain, and the deep darkness of an Octo-

!ber evening, a large congregation of eciti-

zens and members of Synod gathered in
Knox Church, and forgot the gloom and
storm without.

Pictou has always been a Mecca of Pres-
byterianism, and its history adds interest
to its earnest active church life and work
of to-day.
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The Synod was unique in some ways.!
Its retiring Moderator, Rev. J. McGregor-
McKay, was the oldest presiding officer
that any of our Synods has had or is likely
to have. We know mnot his exact years,
nor from which side he views fourscore, -
but strong in mind and body, hir opening
sermon, from 1 Cor, i. 22, 23, was worthy
of the occasion, great truths grouped
around the greatest central truth of all, the
remedy for sin, the hope of the world,
Christ and Him crucified.

The Synod was unique in another respect,
that its elected moderator, Rev, A, Falconer,
of Pictou, and his only two sons, were
all members of the Court,—one of them as
a professor in our College in Halifax, and
the other as pastor of one of our oldest
congregations, the first Presbyterian
Church, Truro, which celebrated its cen-
tenary a number of years ago.

But the best feature, happily not unique,
was the spirit, the hopefulness, the purpose,
which pervaded all the sessions, from Tues-
day's opening until the close at Friday noon.

The Ladies’ College showed a total
attendance of 372 last year.

The Report on the A. & I. M. Fund
shewed improvement, 145 congregations
gave to it last yvear, and 124 ministers paid
their rates. There are 21 annuitants, as
against 13 ten years ago.

The College work of the Synod is piros
perous beyond what was dreamed a few
years ago, especially in the number of
students. Receipts for last year scarcely
met expenditure. A little more, hoth for
the Regular and the Bursary Fund, is
needed. The College is worthy for whom
we should do this.

Home Mission work has greatly expand-

ed. The people of the Maritime Provinces .

are recognizing their duty, both to their own
field and the North West, as never before. !
God is lhonoring their willingness b}
accepting them as co-workers with Him,:
and by giving them more to do. Theenter-'
ing in has not kept pace with the opening
doors, the Fund has got behind, and calls
for generous help this winter. The Aug-
mentation Fund has given help to 62 con-
Iregations during the year, and five have
become self-sustaining. These latter are
permanent monuments to the good of the
Fund, which has nursed them in their
weakness, and now they in turn are ready
to help others.

Toreign Missions has always a large
place in the work of the Maritime Synod.
and this year was no exception. Never, on
the whole, was its F. M. work more pros-
perous and hopeful.

To these subjects, and to a number of
others, Temperance, The State of Religion.
Sabbath Schools, Young People’s Societies.
ete., the Synod gave close and careful con-
sideration until the solemn, time-honored
closing services at Friday noon, and ad-
journed to another year, perhaps the last
to some, of earnest work, and a meeting
again, whoso may, in Moncton, in 1897.

THE CLCVEN FOOT.

In 1841, Mr. J. Vessot, a Protestant mig-
stonary who had just come out from France,
a8 oue of the first missionaries of the old
IPrench-Canadian  Misslonary Society, was
laboring as a colporteur in the parish of St.
Henry de Mascouche, Que,

The following story is in his owr words:

The second week that I was there I no-
ticed that the people were looking at my
feet with an air of strange curiosity, but
thought it was due to the kind of long over-
stockings 1 was wearing.

Having reached the house of an Indian
doctor where I had previously met several
persons and read to them from the Gospel,
[ found there more people than usual, very
noisy and exeited. So I safd, “ My friends,
if it does not suit you to hear me speak or
read, I will go on my way.”

An old wwoman replied, ** Sir, we have very
good reasons not to hear you. The priest
told us last Sunday at chureh, that you were
as bad as the devil, that your left foot was
cloren; that if it were not so we might
listen to you.”

Immediately I proceeded to undress my
left foot and held it up, as every one
stretched their necks to realize that Mon-
sieur le Cure had deceived them.

“But,” I said, “in case your priest meant
to have said the right foot, I am quite will-
ing you should see them both,” and I went
on repeating the process.

How surprised they were could nardly be
described. Quietly, respectfully, they lis-
tened to the word of God, as if I had been
an angel sent from heaven.

Mr. Vessot only retired from active work

;as_a missionary a vear or two ago, and is

still hale and hearty at the great age of
eighty-five years.

——

INCIDENTS OF FRENCH WORK.

FROM RFPORTS OF MISNIONARIFS,

I entered a house, found a man and his
wife and a neighbor. I offered them the
New Testament for sale, the woman and her
husband were disposed to buy, but the
neighbor warned them against it, telling
them that the priest had forbidden them to
buy a book from any colporteur who had
not a paper signed by him authorizing the
colporteur to sell, and that if they bought,
the priest would certainly come and burn it
on them. The woman made answer that
she would pay for the book and would like
to see the priest who would dare to burn iz
on her,

Another case was that of a young man
whom I had met at . I found him at
my home, and we conversed on several mat-
ters,—purgatory, confession, transubstantia-
tion. ete. He acknowledged his ignorance
of the truth, and that what I had said was
very reasonable. In compliance with my
invitation he came to our church that night,
and wished to go again.
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On the train I met & man from ———,'
with whom 1 entered into conversation, 1
offered him a New Testament. e was
about to accept, when another man came up
and warned him not to do so, for, sald he,
* It will work separation in your family.”

There happened to he a priest in the next
car, and the would-be adviser challenged me
to go to see him with my book. I immedi-
ately complied, and on presenting my book
to ne priest for examination, he said,
“That’s a very bad hook, for it disturbs the
faith of our people.” I answered that the
truth always disturbs false peace. He be-
came much embarrassed, and was very
anxious to get me out of his way, saying,
“I don't want to discuss with you, for I am
occupied with my breviary, and have no
time, so let me alone.”

Then the man to whom I had offered tbe
book asked it of me, giving as his reason,
that the priest did not want to let him have
it, being anxious to hide so many things
from the people.

Some time before this I had lent a Bible
and a Testament to twe employees, and
they have been studying them. They both:
came to me one day on the train, saying:
they had found many things that were true,,
but some hard to accept. ‘

These encouraging instances are due not
only to the conversations above reported,
but to the many interesting ones I have had.
with these people. Having made my ac-,
quaintance tliecy are always cager to con-.
verse wi.n me when opportunity occurs.

I am not able to say that the individual'
cases I have cited indicate the sentiments:
of the people as a whole, for in the distriet”
which I have travelled, for every one J
found well disposed towards the Gospel as:
we have it, I found fifty who were more or!
less opposed to it.

In spite of this not encouraging fact,
however, we can rejoice that even a few of
the copies of the Word that we have placed
seem to have been received in the full un-
derstanding of what they were, * The en-
trance of Thy Word giveth life.”

The French missionary in Algoma, Rev.
E. D. Pelletier, reports some discourage~
ments from the fleld of his summer’s work.

At Chelmsford the mill has been closed,
owing to change of ownership. The people
were largely dependent upon lumbering, and
feel the pinch. Services were somewhat
affected by this, but the attendance kept very
zood. OQur Sabbath Schools and Bible:
Classes have been larger than last year, and i
we hope lasting good has bheen done. QOne
of these classes is made up entirely of
French scholars, and every Sabbath the
knowledge of the Bible and the training re--
ceived they carry back to their homes we
doubt not for good.

We have, as usual, distributed copies of;
the Bible. In one instance when we had
expeeted it would be read, the young man
to whom it was given returned it to a
young painter, saying that the priest for-’

bade him reading the bonk as it was not a
good book for him to read. How sad, that
such advice is given and taken by <o .nany,

Cartier is still a part of our field. The
little village has heen almost wiped out of
existence by fire. Our people feel diseour-
aged. Some of our best fmmilies ave likely
to go. For the coming winter the work
must be continued under very diseouraging
and dificult conditions.

I have called at different places along the
fine, visiting und holding meetings where
possible,

Our situation is one of eonstant changes.
Two hundred miles to bhe travelled over.
Small groups here and theve., Men and
women glad to see the missionary, anxious
to have the preaching of the Gospel, even
it only at irregnlar intervals.

The 'French Mission in Cornwall has only
been in existence some two years. Now

_there are 24 members in full communion,

and upwards of 40 adherents and children,
and a new church is under construction, to
be finished this autumn.
MINISTERS, CHURCHES, PRESBY-
TERIES.

CALLS,
From Kamloops to Mr. J. C. Stewart, a

) recent graduate of Montreal.

From Lingwick, Que., to My, A. Miller,

; of Mosa, Ont,

From Avonton and Carlingford, Strat-
ford Pres, to Mr., J. H. Graham, of Wat-
ford, Sarnia Pres.

N.B,,

From Shediac, to Mr. Arthur S.

, Morton.

From St. Paul's Ch., Hawkesbury, to Mr.
Orr Bennett, of Russell and Metealfe,
Ottawa Pres.

From Dutton, London Pres., to Mr. John
Little, Owen Sound Pres.

From Avonton and Carlingford, Stratford
Pres., to Mr. John H. Graham, of Watford,
farnia Pres.

From North Easthope and Hampstead,
Stratford Pres., to Mr. Robert J. Cameron.

From Bond Head and Monkman'’s, to Mr.
Hall, of Kelvin, Ont.

From Ashfield, Maitland Pres., to Mr.
Alexander Miller, of Mosa.

From St. Andrew’s, Kirk, Pictou, N.S., to
Mr. Clarence McKinnon, of Stewiacke, N.S.

From Southside Congregation, Toronto,
to Mr. J. McKinley, of Kildonan, Man.

From the Fourth Presbyterian Church,
Q?lston, to Mr. C. J. Cameron, of Brock-
ville.

.rom Granton and Luean, to Mr. B. T
M. Smith.

From Dutton, to Mr. James Little, of
Dornoch, Owen S. Pres.

From St. Andrew’s Church, Almonte, to
Mr. R. J. Hutchen, Toronto.

From North Easthope and Hampstead,
to Mr. R. H. Cameron, of Cranbrook.

From St. Andrew’s, Nanaimo, to Mr, W.
B. Cummning, now in Santa Clara, Cala.
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ISDUCTIONS.

Mr. Andrew Robertson, called from New
Glasgow, N.S., to be iuducted into St
Andrews Ch., St. Johus, Nfid., 10 Nov.

Mr. G. C. Robertson into Cavendish,
P.E.l., 8§ September.

Mr. W. A. J. Martin into Knox Church,
Guelph, 15 September.

Mr. Crawford Tait, ordained and induct-
ed at Moorefield and Dayton, Saugeen Pres.,
22 September. .

Mr. D. Munro, formerly of Deloraine, into
Poirt. Douglass Church, Winnipeg.

Mr. Bennett, called from Russell and
Metcalfe, will be inducted at Hawkesbury,
Ottawa Presbytery, 12 November.

Mr. J. T. Hall, ordained and inducted at
Bondhead and Monkman’s, 13 October

Mr. Angus McCallum into Glem Sand-
field and East Hawkesbury, Glengarry
Pres., 20 October, 10 a.m.

Mr. J. G. Stewart, ordained and inducted
at Kamloops, B.C., 22 September. ,

Mr. James P. Falconer, called from New-
port, N.S., into 1st Pres. Church, Truro,
N.S., 5 October.

Mr. N. F. Janssen, ordained and induct-
ed at South Edmundton.

Mr. P. Naismith, ordained and inducted
at Olds.

Mr. John H. Graham into Avontor and
Carlingford, 13 October.

RESIGNATIONS.

Mr. A. Y. Hartly, of Blaevale and Eadies,
Maitland Pres., 15 September.

Mr. W. D. Reid, of Victoria Church,
Montreal, 20 Oct.

Mr. Muir, of Chicoutimi.

Ar. A. McPharlane, of Millbrook, Winni-
peg Ires.

Mr. J. Johnston, of Covehead and Stand-
hope, P.E.L

Mr. Roger,
Pres.

Mr. John Hogg's resignation of St. Giles
Church, Winnipeg, not accepted; instead, he
has six months leave of absence, owing to
the state of his health—the effect of a hurt
received some time ago.

Mr. T. H. Rogers, of Wellington, Victoria
Pres., 6 September.

Mr. John Haxwell,
Eadies, Ont.

Mr. Alex. McFarlane, of Dugald, Man.

3r. Rondeau, of Sudbury.

Mr. Wells, of Flesherton and Eugenia.

of Pelham, etc., Hamilton

of Bluevale and

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

Barrie, Orillia, 15 December, 2 p.m.
Brandon, Brandon, 1st Tuesday in March.
Brockville, Brockville, S§ December, 2 p.m.
Bruce, 2nd Tuesday in December, 1.30 p..
Chatham, Chat., 1st, 8 December, 10 a.m.
Edmondton, Ed., 2 March, 10 a.m.
Guelph, Chal., 11 November, 10 a.m.

Lan. and Ren. Arnprior, 23 Nov., 730 p.m.
Maitland. Wingham, 17 Nov,, 11.30 a.m.
Melita, Mel., 1st week in March.

Montreal, Mont., Xnox, 16 Dec., 10 a.m.
Neepawa, 1st Tuesday, March, 4 p.m.
Ottawa, Otta., Bank St., 3 Nov., 10 am.
Peterboro, Pet., St. Paul’s, 15 Dec., 9 a.m.
Paris, Woodstock, Chal., 8 Dec., 11 a.m.
Quebec, Richmond, 15 December.
Regina, Reg., 2nd Wednesday, Dec., 9 am.
lSaugeen, Durham, 8 December, 10 a.m,
fStratford, Strat., Xnox, 10 Nov., 10.30 a.m.
{ Toronto, St. And., 1st Tuesday, every mo.
Victoria, Union, St. George, 2 December.

OBITUARIES,

Rev. Wm. John Smyth, M.A., B.Se., Ph.D.,
was born in Belfast, Ireland, March, 18%6.
He came to Canada when eight years old,
with his father, who wasa school teacher.
He bhimself at first chose teaching for a pro-
fession; but feeling called to the ministry,
he studied at Toronto University, Queen’s,.
and took his Theological course at Kunox.
He was ordained at St. Andrew’s Church,
Uxbridge, Ont., by the Presbytery of Lind-
say, 30th October, 1878. After four years
labor here he was called to New Carlisle,.
Ohio, where he remained for a year, but
family illness demanded removal to a
different climate. After being Principak
of Demill Ladies’ College, Oshawa, for a
vear, he accepted a call in 1885 to Calvin
Church, Montreal, where he wrought faith-
fully and well until laid aside a few months
since. On Tuesday, 20th October, after a
painful illness, he passed to his rest at the
age of fifty years. on the anniversary of
his ordination, cighteen years ago.

Rev. D. G. Hyland was born near King-
ston, in 1854. He was educated at Queen’'s
College, Kingston, ordained by the Pres-
hytery of Brockville, and inducted, 23th
May, 1888, as pastor at Bishop's Mills and
Bast Oxford. He was called to TFitzroy
Harbor and Tarbolton, Ottawa Presbytery,
where he was settled 14th April, i891. A
few weeks since he was very suddenly
called away by death.

Mr. J. B. Torrance, born in 1871, was a
son of the late Prof. Torrance, Principal of
Woodstock Baptist College. He hasbeen a
student in XKnox College, Toronto, and
would have graduated next March. He was
married four years ago to DMiss Helen
Douglas of Woodstock. During the nast
summer he has been at work in the Home
Mission Field, ard on Friday, 25th Sep-
tember, he and his wife were crossing
| Sparrow Lake, near Gravenhurst, Ont,, in a
i cailing canoe, to visit friends, when a
| sudden squall capsized the canoe, and bnth
| were drowned. They were very much res-
ipected and well beloved, ana muve great
{ promise of usefulness.

‘ R ———————————————e e

| Dr. Newman Hall says that looking back
iover sixty years of his ministry be ig not
jconscious of having preached & singie
jsermon jin which an unconverted sinner
imight not have learned how to repent,
lhelieve, and be saved.
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Our Horgign Missions,

An infant daughter was added to .the
Goforth family in the Honan Mission,
August 14, and an infant daughter that bad
been lent to the McClure family, and had
zladdened their -home for seven months,
was taken away August 5. How clqse]y
linked are joy and sorrow ! OQur very joys
but furnish cause for sorrow. But who
would be without the sweet memory of the
joys when the sorrow comes.

«*Pis better to have loved and lost,
Than never to have loved at all.”

The following young women have gone
out this autumn as our representatives to
the different Foreign Mission Fields of our
Church. .

Miss A. J. Archibald, of Springside Con-
gregation, Stewiacke, N.S., to San Fer-
nando, Trinidad.

Miss Pyke, of Zion Ch. Brantford, 1o
Honan.

Miss Robb, of Bloor St. Ch.,, Toronto, to
Honan.

Miss Weir, of St. Andrew's Ch., E.
Oxford, Ont., to India.

Miss Leyden, of St. John's Ch., Almonte,
to India.

Miss Thompson,
Scarboro, to India.

Miss Sinclair, returns to India after her
furlough ; and Miss Lick, goes out to India
to marry Dr. Thompson. .

Besides these our Church has given quite
2 number of most devoted workers to other

Missions.

of St. Andrew's Ch.,

W. F. M. 8. Eost.
The following figures sum up, so far as
figures can do so, the present standng nf
the W.F.M.S. in the Maritime Provinces,
and its work for the year just closed:—
Presbyterials.. .. e ee e

Auxiliaries.. . .- <o ee e e ae e 179
Auyiliaries added during year.. 1
MembBErS.. «v «v ve ve ae e as s 5,000
Members added during year.. .. .. 461
Scattered helpers.. .. .. .. .. .. 409
Mission Bands.. .. - «c ce oo ee oe 79
Mission Band members.. .. .. .. 1,903
Copies of “ Message > taken.. .. .. 1,955
Boxes sent to Foreign fields.. .. .. 55
Value of these boxes.. .. .. .. .. $845.22

Raised by Mission Bands.. .. 1,777.58

Increase on last year by Miss. Bds. 511.58
Total raised during year.. .. .. .. 7,871217
Total paid over to F.M. Fund.. .. 7,521.50
Paid more than last year.. .. .. .. 207.47

There is in addition that which cannot be
put in figures, the training in character, 1o
missionary interest, of the young people in
their Mission Bands and the women in their
societies ; a training that must tell largelr
for good among the young who are now at
work; and, through the mothers, among
those who are yet ioo young to work.

If it be “ more blessed to give than to re-
ceive,” He who sees the heart alone knows
| the measures of good that has come to these
workers and givers.

GOOD CHEER FROM TRINIDAD.
LeTTER FroM Rev. K. J, GraNT,

San Fernando, Sept. 14, 189¢6.
Dear Mr. Editor,—Yesterday (Sabbath)
‘was a day of special interest in our church
"here. At an early hour 35 people arrived
,from Mayo, a place distant 12 miles. Of
i these 14 came for baptism, and four couples
tto be married.
i Mayo lies hard on Bonneaventure, one oi
our stations, but belongs to Princestown
distriet. A few years ago two families went
from us, and these have formed a anucleus
around which the candidates referred to
gathered, and it was mutually agreed, for
this and other reasons, that baptism should
Le administered here but registration at
Princestown.

Eight of those who received baptism were
men and women of mature years, thought-
ful, serious, humble. The sight to me was
deeply affecting. May their hoary locks be
a crown of glory as they walk in the way of
righteousness.

As yet they have no church or school-
house, but they meet in the cocoa-curing
house of one who went from us, and whose
son keeps a Sunday-school there which is
attended by children of both Indian and
Creole parents.

To-day we had another marriage and {hree
were baptized.

The husband, who reads Hindi freely, was
the first to be convinced, and when he made
known bhis intention to be baptized, his wife,
who was also under instruction, made his
home very uncomfortable for him. ot
being disposed to quarrel he quietly slipped
away, and when it got abroad that he had
probably gone to Demarara she realized the

8 mistake she had made, and anxiously sought

after him. We seconded her eiforts, and
she in turn showed sincere gratitude for the
aid given her.

After ten days absence he was escorted
home, to find that his wife was more at-
tached to him than he had supposed, and to
find too that she was disposed meekly To
give heed to the Gospel message. As weeks
passed their home brightened, God’s method
of saving the sinner became more trans-
parent ; all homage to Hindudeotas — was
withheld, and we have the conviction that
now both have intelligently accepted Christ
as their Saviour.

A few minutes ago I was interrupted by a
visit from a man and his wife who seek
baptism.

The work advances steadily, and with its
expansion our burdens increase. Were it
not for our native helpers, many of whom
are good, Jjudicious, zealous, trustworthy
men we would surely fail.

Mr. and Mrs. Fraser at Princestown have
been tried with fever but are now better.
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DEEDS OF DARENESS.

Rev. Fred. Paton, who is settled on the
large island of Malekula, not far from
Santo, where our Mr. Annand labors, gives,
in Quarterly Jottings, sowme fearful illus-
trations of the tender mercies of heathen-
ism:—

At a place called Pange, a married woman
eloped with a man of another village called
Billy. The natives went to get the pair, but
did not succeed.

Their failure was a pretext for a hideous
deed. According to heathen custom the
killing of a relative of the evil doer is al-
most equal to killing the actual transgressor.
Having failed to catch the guilty parties,
the natives took the woman's child—a little
girl of four years old—and buried her alive !
The deed was hushed up, and I heard
nothing of it till six days afterwards.

On my urging peace, they agreed to cease
active war until they had caught the
woman. At length they caught her. My
teachers pleaded earnestly for her life, and
jt was agreed that she should be spared.
The promise, however, was of little avail,
for her own son waylaid and murdered her.

The Pange tribe, bhaving thus lost two
lives, determined, in revenge, to kill two
people of the other village. The villain
Billy, who had caused all the trouble, had
escaped, so they decided to kill his brother
Surnidangov and his baby-girl of two years
old. The mother rushed away with her
child, and sought refuge in a powerful vil-
lage, wbnose chief was her brother; and
Surnidangov fled for refuge to the Pangkumu
Mission Station, ten or twelve miles distant
by the track. His bouse and yam house
were burned almost to ashes.

Billy now appeared upon the scene and
deliberately went to the Pange tribe, offer-
ing to save his own life by murdering his
brother Surnidangov. The tribe agreed—
not caring whether the evil doer or his
relative were slain, so long as one of their
lives was forfeited. Billy then made ar-
rangements—as it afterwards appeared—{for
some of the Pange tribe to meet him ana
witness the murder.

Of course all these plans were kept secret,
and Billy came to Pangkumu with the ut-
most suavity. He drank tea out of the
same pannikin with his brother, and in the
most friendly spirit suggested that they
should go together on a visit to their mother.
Though we never imagined the treachery
that was lurking in Billy’s breast, we felt
it would be unwise for the brother to ven-
ture, 2and warned Surnidangov not to go.
However, it was of no avail, and they left
the Mission together.

We watched them through the glass, and
presently in the distance saw a band of men
approaching them. They were men of the
Pange tribe, and we feared the worst. The
suspense was most painful. Presently Billy
slipped stealthily behind his brother, and
raising his musket shot him in the back.
The wounded man dashed into the bush and
fell forward dead!

The murderer and the Pange men fled,
leaving the body in the bush. One of our
Mission scholars found it lying where it
fell, and, having kindly buried the poor vic-
tim by the seashore, came and told us. We
visited the spot and put more sand and
stones over the body to save it from dese-
cration. .

But the Pange tribe were not yet satisfied
—~one life onlyv had been taken, against the
two they had lost—and now they wanted to
kill the fatherless baby-girl. I was able to
interpose to save the child—urging peace;
and a French trader behaved splendidly, by
going to the tribe at ten o’clock one night
and forbidding the death. The natives rose
in anger, and the mother of the trader, a
French lady, came to Pangkumu to be out
of danger. But no fighting occurred. The
good offices prevailed, and peace was pro-
claimed on October 3lst.

The peace ceremony was interesting,
though the actors were heathen. The one
tribe brought a standard of beautiful leaves
and flowers to the sacred ground of their
enemies and laid it down, with pigs for a
feast. Then the others, in their turn, of-
fered a peace standard of leaves and fiowers,
and placed it in the sacred ground of the
smaller tribe, also with pigs for a feast.
The feast was then made and peace de-
clared.

The two teachers living nearest to the
troubled district behaved well, and had a
steady effect for peace. They showed no
fear, and it was only at my suggestion that
one teacher went to another village for a
short time when the natives were becoming
angry.

I was constantly in the villages during
the troubles, and was always treated with
great courtesy. The day that the French
lady came to Pangkumu, before reaching
the boat we met three fighters, but not a
gun or weapon was to be seen. They were
too well bred to show a weapon of war be-
fore a harmless lady, though scoundrels
enough to shoot her if they thought it ex-
pedient.

I have seen as many as one hundred
muskets at one time on the beach near the
part at war. On one occasion I met two
chiefs and sixty men by appointment. Not
a weapon was in sight, and it was only
when the guns bad to be shifted out of the
glare of the sun that I knew every man had
a gun handy, and every gun was loaded.

Such are the heathen, who some people
say are so happy that it is quixotic to bring
the Gospei to them.

Exactly the same trouble as I have de-
scribed happened quite recently between
Pangkumu, our mission station, and anothker
village near. But the villages had heard
the story of the Prince of Peace, and though
only semi-Christian, they abstained from
fighting; the affair was quietly investigated,
and settled by a fine of five pigs.

Thus there is sunlight and shadow in our

"Mission district. But I hope the good Word

is surely spreading—brightening the dark
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places, and bringing life and immortality to
light through the Gospel. There seems at
least more earnestness among our people.

HONAN PRESBYTERY.

A regular meeting of the Honan Presby-
tery took place at Ch’'u Wang, July 25-27;
the Moderator, Wm. Malcolm, in the chair.
Interim reports were .presented from our
three stations, Ch'u Wang, Hsin Chen, and
Chang te fu.

At Ch'u \vang work in all branches has
gone on without interruption, the work atc
the station has been larger

TOCURING INCIDENTS IN HONAN,
By REv. R, A MITenFLL.
South Honan, July 3, 1896.

Dear Mr. Scott,—I am at present with Mr.
Slimmon on a preaching tour. Some inci-
dents of our journey may be of interest to
your readers.

Our passage through the capital of the
Province, Kai Feng Fu, may serve to show
how the officials feel toward foreigners, and

"how they would like to make it impossible

than ever:

before, the number of patients treated was;

unprecedented in the history of our Mission,
and quite phenomenal in a Mission which
is so new. Since January 1 there have been
15,528 treatments, the largest number on
any one day having been 210.

Preaching, to both men and women, in
the hospital and chapel, has been carried
on steadily each day, being heard with
manifest signs of interest by many. The
out-stations have been visited regularly.

At Hsin Chen evangelistic services were
carried on each evening in the new hospital
compound, which were attended by large
numbers of natives, until the busy harvest
season kept them away, when the meetings
were discontinued.

The medical work grew rapidly for a time,
but latterly diminished through the extor-
tion and rascality of the first medical assist-
ant, who has since been dismissed from our
employ. The pastors toured for three
months continuously.

At Chang te fu the summer heat has
lessened the numbers attending the chapel.
Mr. Goforth has passed safely through a
serious illness. The Roman Catholies have
induced some of our probationers to join
them. Fourtecen new probationers have
been enrolled.

Measures were taken for the erection ot
chapels in out-stations where most needed.

The treasurer reported having had the
agency charges at Tientsin reduced by 3$50.

A scheme for the establishment of a small
school at Chang te fu, for the sons of Chris
tian parents. was discussed and transmitted
for approval to the Foreign Mission Com-
mittee.

The request for a lady phvsician for Chang
te fu was renewed.

In view of the recent aggressiveness of Lhe
Roman Catholics in all parts of our field, it
was resolved, (1) To appoint the first Sab-
bath in September as a day of prayer and
fasting for the church, native and foreign.
€2) That visitation of out-stations be more
frequent. (2) That more frequent station-
gla]::]ses for church-members and inquirers be

eld.

Considerable routine business was also
disposed of.

At 11 a.m., Monday. July 27, Presbytery

for missionaries to travel, by denying them
the right of accommodation.

We were hoping that we might not have
to spend a night at the city and thus avoid
trouble. But we were three hours on a
ferry boat crossing the shallow Yellow
River, and then had an eight mile tramp
through the sand hills which that river has
sent forth in floods, destroying the produc-

“tiveness of the country, and we reached K'at

i

adjourned to meet at the call of the Alod- .

erator.
WAL H. GRANT, Clerk.

IF'eng too late to go on to another place. Wa
sat down to drink tea at a tea shop in ths
west suburb, and soon got into conversation
with an innkeeper at whose inn Mr. Slim-
mon had once stayed for five days, and who
agreed to take us in for the night.

At first the people were quite friendly,
chatting and asking questions; but the word
of our arrival had entered the city, and
presently we saw a man from the magis-
trate’s office walk past, and return, taking a
careful look at us each time. Another did
the same, and then another came to make
official enquiries about us.

Shortly after this the attitude of the
people changed; although many shop-
keepers and others came out of the city to
look at us and ask questions of one another,
all denied any knowledge of us, though a
few minutes before they had been chatting
with us. The owner of the tea shop said it
was not his fault we drank at his place.
We stayed there until dusk in order to pre-
vent crowding in the inn.

The inn-keeper had heen drinking wine
with his friends, but came to us consider-
ably sobered to say that he had been sum-
moned by the prefecture, district and pro-
vincial magistrates, and severely repri-
manded for admitting foreign devils to stay
even for a night in the inn, and telling him
not to let us enter the city. We were very
sorry for the inn-keeper, but could not
help it.

In the morning we proceeded on our way
as usual about four o'clock. As we entered
the city the gatekeeper and several others
ran out from the guard-house and stopped
the barrowman, saying we were not to enter
the ctiy. Alr. Slimmon told the barrowman
to go on., hut the gatekeeper said, *“The
magistrate forbids your entering the city.
If you are going to Chou Chia K’ou you
must go outside the city around to the south
gate.,” But Mr. Slimmon said, * That is not
the direct road. We are going through the
city and out the Sung gate.”

The man acknowledged that it was a
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public road, but said, *“* What kind of menl
are you ?” Mr. Slimmon said it mattered
not whether we were foreigners or natives,
that that was our road and we were going
it. Their conduct was not accordirg to
reason, not according to custom.

After some more talk Mr. Slimmon said,
“we shall see what kind of evii customs
these are which you follow in the capital,’
and turned to the barrow. The gatekeeper
at once said, ‘he’s got a passport,” and
when he saw the document, without taking
trouble to read it, simply told a man to fol-!
low us. Just then we met the man who had'i
made official enquiries the night before, and .
he too followed us tc se¢ we went out tho
-Sung gate. }

It was, doubtless, annoying to the official |
pride to see that they could not stop two'
dirty looking tramps, as we appeared, after.
three days walking in ot weather, but they
were acting quite illegally, and we were
willing to spend a half a day in getting
through if it could not be done in less, for
we thought the people of the capital ought
to see a foreigner occasionally that they
may realize we are here by right, The
people of the capital are no worse than
other places, but the officials continually
represent that they are so, and that it would
be dangerous for a foreigner to settie there,
while in realily it is the officials who are
opposed to us.

Another cxample of the influence the
official attitude has on the people’s attitude
was noticed the next day. The day we left
the city of X'ai Feng we were passed on the
Toad by an official cart with a rider in front
and two runners by the sides. When stop-
ping for dinner the occupant of this cart
came into the inn to see us. He was the
son of the prefect of the next official city,
had spent his childhood in Shanghai, knew
a few sentences of English, and had quite a
mechanical mind, which he had devoted to
the study of steam engines, photography,
etc. He invited us if we were staying in
his city, to call on him, and told us where
the best inn was in the south suburb.

We were delayed by rain so that we did
not reach the city until noon next day, ana
stopped at this inn to drink tea. The
people looked askance at us, and one man,
whom we had seen on the road the night
before, whispered to us that we had better
rest only a little while and go on, because
ali morning there had been a messenger
from the Yamen waiting there to see if we
had come, and he had now gomne into the
city with word we were there. Rr. Slim-
mon, however, explained the reason. He
also explained to the inn-keeper in order to
allay his fears.

When we started, the friend who had
warned us to move along came to the end of
the street, and. saying it threatened rain
ahead, invited us to wait until his cart came
along and ride with him for he had plenty
of room. So we see the people turn as the
officials 1ook.
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THE NEWS FROM HONAN.
Frox rRE “ II’SIN PAO, THE ‘* LETTER NEWSPAPER
OF OURt MISSION.

From the issue of August 7.

To-day, according to the Chinese calendar,
is the establishment of autumn. A light
shower of rain fell this afterncon; but the
weather continues very dry and hot; and
the crops—nmnillet, beans, cotton, etc.—are
being spoiled by the drought.

sy Cney,

Messrs Slimmon and Mitchell have re-
turned from South Honan. They were de-
toined several days by floods. Both are in
good health.

Our little Margerie MeClure, after two
weeks of intense suffering from meningitis,
was taken home on August 5th. For seven
months and eleven days she was with us,
and was very dear to all.

CHHANG TE FU.
Weather.
Saturday, August 1.. .. .. ..109°F
Sunday, August 2.. .. .. .. ..106
Aonday, August 3.. .. .. .. 98
Tuesday, August 4.. .. .. .. 99
Wednesday, August 5.. .. ..103
Thursday, August 6.. .. .. ..104
Friday, August 7.. .. .. .. ..102

Marketls.

Fresh mutton is again sold on the street.
Of fruits, apples and peaches are still to be
had. The first grapes made their appear-
ance this week.

We are all blessed with excellent health
so far, though malaria is very prevalent
among the Chinese.

Extracts from Hsin Pao, of Aug. 14.

The drought has at last broken; some
heavy showers fell this week.

A subscription list for Armerpian relief
will be passed around the Mission this week.

The first Sabbath in September has been
set apart by the Presbytery of Honanp as a
day of fasting and prayer in connection
with Romish aggression.

On August 9§ we were favored with a
splendid view of the partial eclipse of the
sun. The day was bright, and only occa-
sicnally did a cloud obscure the view.

Our attention was first attracted to what
Yras going on above by an inordinate
racket within the city, much greater than
the everyday gong-pounding, ctc., for rain.
On inquiry we found that the Buddhists
and Taoists were out in full force endeavor-
ing to frighten away the huge dragon that
was devouring the sun. Evidently they
scared him as the sun is still intact, and
quite as capable as before of producing heat.

The people here, as throughout the Em-
pire, were apprized of the approaching
catastrophe by message from the Govern-
ment MMeteorological Department in Pekin.
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Together with our Chinese servants and
others we viewed the eclipse through
smoked glass. 1t was quite amusing to
hear the remarks of the Chinese as they
observed the large piece eaten out of the
sun. About 2.30 p.m. the last of the shadow
had disappeared. .

W’siy CHEN.

Crops in the neighborhood, kaoliang, corn,
beans, are a total failure on account of the
dry weather. Boils and prickly heat are 2
promising crop.

CHANGY T FU.

The one item of interest this week is the
arrival, this evening, of a bran new mis-
stonary, in the shape of a little lady who
has come to live with the Goforth’s. All
are well.

Crr WaNG,

At the Chu Wang Hospital from January
1 to July 25, the total treatments were
15,528. The largest number in any one day
was 210. The number of surgical opera-
tions in this same period was 378, of which
57 were for cataract, and of these nearly 50
had sight restored.

THE NEW STAWLLON, DHAR, INDIA.
LETTER FROM DR. MARGARET O'llara.

Dhar, India, Aug. 26, 1896.
Dear Mr. Scott,—When forced to leave the
building in which the medical work was
first opened in Dhar, we had difficulty and
delay in getting another, but in this as in
everything else, we see the goodness and
wisdom of our God. Our present position is

some distance from cur former one, and we

are in the midst of an entirely different class
of people, whose moral and physical negds
give us ample opportunities of preaching
the Gospel and healing the sick. We are
not far from the palace, and are opposite an
expansion in the street which contains a
Hindu temple and a well, overshadowed by
a sacred banian tree. Here the devoted wor-
ship, and hundreds procure water.

The house is an ordinary native one and
is occupied by one of our Christian families,
one room being reserved for Miss Dougan’s
girls’ school. The dispensary is held on the
open verandah at the front of the house,
and this is also the only place which we
have for our Sabbath and other services.

When we speak of a verandah at home or
in connection with our bungalow in India,
we think of 2 bright airy place surrounded
with vines and flowers; but this verandah
has mud wails, mud fioors and a roof of
tiles supported by rafters, and beams black
with age and festooned by many a web, the
spinners of which maintain their position in
defiance of the sweeper's broom, and the
only ventilation is that which comes in
from the dusty street.

A country tavern shed large enough to
accommodate a couple of horses and buggies
is the nearest description I can give of the
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only place we have in Dbar to carry on our
evangelistic, medical, and girl’s school work.

‘Think not that although this is the only
place we have in Dhar, that God withholds
the blessing. His truth is proclaimed daily,
and we know that His own Word will be
blessed to the saving of many souls in this
city.

But I am sorry for the people at home
who can allow this to continue, while they
sit calmly in their cushioned pews and lis-
ten to the strains of a pipe organ, enjoy
their electric lights, or the subdued rays ot
the sun through an illuminated window, the
i cost of which would go a long way towards
erecting a building, spacious, simple and
suitable for the needs of the people here.
© Were you to come to our service on Sab-
; bath, this is what you would find : At one
rend of the verandah one chair and three
istools, in front of which are the baby organ
.and the dispensing table. The latter is used
: for a pulpit desk, and the former to lead the
‘singing. The mission staff occupy the seats,
iwhile our native preachers, Bible women,
i teachers, assistants and children are seated
i on mats on the floor; no hardship, as they
| are used to it at home. Hindus and Moham-
i medans sit or stand as suits their conveni-
| ence.

When the service begins many are at-
j tracted by the music, and also by the faces
| of Europeans, and either stand in the street,
i sit on the well or crowd inside. Others are
busy drawing water; some are worshipping
in the temple, grass sellers bring their
bundles of grass and sit on them waiting
for customers; blacksmiths at work, dogs
fighting, children crying, women scolding,
men bargaining, elephants, camels, horses,
cows, goats, donkeys passing; add to this
occasional wedding and funeral processions,
and you have an idea of the scene which is
enacted daily while the preacher is en-
deavoring to give the everlasting Gospel to
those perishing ones.

A few Sabbaths ago a larger crowd than
usual had assembled, and a look of deeper
interest was manifest. A policeman who
had received a copy of the Gospel tiweive
vears previously had decided to publicly
acknowledge Christ as his Saviour. With
firm, unfaltering voice, in the presence of
those who scoffed and mocked, he confessed
our Triune God, received the sacrameni of
baptism, and had his name enrolled as a
member of the Christian church. There is
no joy like that of secing a soul come out
from heathenism into the light of Jesus
Christ.

TWe have also to praise God for preserving
us all through an epidemic of cholera.
About eight hundred died, and although our
people were in the midst of it not one was
ill with the disease.

Mrs. Russell has just recovered from o
severe illness. and the whole staif is now
in good health, for which we thank the
Giver of all things.

MARGARET O'HARA.




296

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

NovEMBER

@he TWorld Sieid.

A pathetic story that comes from China
gives an illustration of how medical mis-
sions prepare the way for the advance of
Christianity. A military graduate was suc-
cessfully treated for a cataract at the mis-
sion hospital in Hankow. As he returned
to his home, 48 other blind men gathered
about him, and begged him to lead them to
the wonderful foreign doctor. So this

strange procession of blind men, each hold-!

ing on to the other’s rope, walked for 250
miles to Hankow, and nearly all were cured.
One, who could not be cured, received while
in the hospital the better gifts of spiritual
healing.—Ea.

WORK FOR HEATHEN WOMEN.

The work is necessary from the degrada-
tion of Oriental women.

In Turkey the tyranny of the mothers-in-
law, the consequent hardness and cruelty
shown by each woman in turn to younger
wonen; the incessant quarreling of the
home where the mother-in-lav- upholds the
child against the mother, and tnc resulting
contempt of the child for the mother, who
seems 2 natural enemy; the cowardice, ser-
vility and ignorance of woman make a
powerful appeal for help.

In India the slaughter of two hundred'

thousand girl babies each year yet in spite
of law; the woes of tweniy-one millions of
widows, eight millions of them under nine
.years of age, slaves in body and service,
allowed only one meal a day and required
to go without food or drink forty-eight
hours twice every month, the mental and
spiritual starvation only exceeding that of

the body; the practical imprisonment in the

zenanas and harems of fifty-two millions
of women who are uiterly without intel-
lectual resources or satisfving soul-life; the
ignorance and suffering of low caste women
make still stronger appeal from the land

where “ The cow is a sacred animal, a Wo- |

man is a wicked animal,” is Holy Scripture.
China’s degraded womanhood, who can

resist the cry ? With a religious naturei

she cries for bread and the apples of Sodom
are in her teeth. ““ Of the $100,000,000 an-
nually given for idol worship in China, at
least seven-eighths is given by¥y women.

Chinese women are bought and sold in mar !

riage, undesired at birth, liable to be sold
into prostitution, never educated.” No won-
der their most earnest prayer is to have a
second birth as men.

All Mohammedan women suffer scourging
and Dbeating by husbands and divorce at
their pleasure. exclusion from mosques at
the hour of prayver. owing to the degraded
and degrading estimate of the men of their
nation.

In Africa, in Japan, the two extremes as
to woman’s condition, the need of the Gos-
pel is as evident, although in different ways.

A daughter of Egypt voices it all in her
words to a Christian woman: *We pray!
We don’t know how to pray. Only the men
pray. Do pou pray ? Yes ? Truly, truly,
how wonderful! Teach us to pray.”

The negessity of this work for woman is
further shown by the fact that it is neces-
sary to provide suitable wives for the Chris-
tian young men educated in the mission
schools. Without inteiligent Christian
wives there is always danger of a relapse
into paganism.

The Christian home in Oriental lands is
impossible without special work in training
women—and the Christian home is a power-
ful factor by its all-permeating influence
and example. The hope that Christian
mothers may train up future generations to
i nobler living and to Christian service, and
i thus hasten the evangelization of the world
as nothing else could do, is hased wholly
upon the development of the women of the
present generation. Among the twelve
powerful forces opposing Christianity is
i well mentioned the condition of women un-
able to comprehend readily the truths of
Christianity and thus grow through the
record of our religion. “If you give Chris-
tian education to the daughters you are edu-
cating the mothers and wives of the people
in an ever-widening circle.”—Lzx.

THE RUSSIAN STUNDISTS.

A. Oushinsky, in a work on the Stundists,
written from the point of view of an op-
ponent, has described their life and tenets.
Their services are as simple as they could
well be. The largest room in a huf is usu-
ally chosen for the occasion. The furniture
consists of a few stools and a table. In the
right corner there is also a small table cov-
ered with a white cloth, on which lie a
Bible and a hymn-book. The latter con-
- tains Russian translations of many Lutheran
“and even of some English hymns. The ser-
i vice opens with a hymn, or more generally
‘a psalm, then someone reads a portion of
the Bible, which is followed up by exposi-
tion. Psalms and hymns are again sung,
and afterwards all kneel down and prayer is
offered up.

The sacrament of holy communion is al-
‘most as simple. “We believe,” they say,
i+ that in this sacred symbol Christ gives to
; the believer to taste of His body and blood
in a spiritual manner.”

An elder generally opens the meetings
with the words, “ Let us begin this meeting
;in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
i whereupon he opens the Bible at Ex. xii,
and reads verses 1-15, explaining the Paschal
; feast of the Old Testament. ‘ This solemn
: feast,” he says, ‘“ was ordained in memory
{of the liberation of the Jews from servitude
‘ot bodily death. Now, however, the blood
iof the Lamb has freed man from eternal
i death.”

TWhen he has expounded this chapter the
elder reads 1 Cor. vi. 23-34 or Matt. xxvi.
While he is reading a deacon places a plate
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of bread and a cup of wine on the table, and
as Lhe elder is repeating the verses, ** Take,
eat,” etc., the plate is handed round. The !
same occurs with the wine. All those pre-
sent, before participating, sing one verse of
a communion hymn. A similar verse, whick
is a paraphrase of the verses in the Bible,
is also sung before partaking of the wine.
After this the elder reads Matt. xxvi. 26-28,
and with a prayer and the benediction the
service conchiudes.

Baptism is by immersion. Adult baptism
is practised among Stundists, among others
infant baptism prevails.

The marriage ceremony is equally simple.

* The parents of the bridegroom, having in-
vited their friends, accompany their son
with the bride to the elder, and before all
the assembly place the bride and bridegroom
in front, and, pointing to them, say, “ These
children wish to be married.” The elder
takes his place at the table, and asks the
bride and bridegroom to step forward.

The elder then, turning to the former, ad-
dresses her thus: “ Maiden, dost thou wish
to marry this man, or has anyone compelled
vou ?” “It is my own wish,” is the reply.
“But do you love the youth ?” asks the
elder, to which the girl answers, “1I love
him.” “ Will you cherish him when ill and
old 7 “1 will,” says the maiden. The
bridegroom is similarly interrogated, and,
after a song has been sung, the bride and
bridegroom salute each other with a kiss,
and the ceremony is concluded.

Oushinsky divides the teachers of the sect
into three classes—elders, instructors, and
deacons. There is no real difference in
rank between the first two, and the Stun-
dists deny that there is any. The elders
preside at meetings, and see that the wishes
of the “ brotherhood ” are carried out. The
duty of the instructors is to preach, gnd
they are under the supervision and control
of the whole community. If they deviate
from what is laid down in Holy Scripture
they are liable to be removed at once from
their position. All the pastors cof the sect
ax:: chosen by the vote of the whole commu-
nity.

The duties of the members are given in a
short paragraph. It runs: “ The duty of
the members consists in loving one another,
in taking an active part both in the salva-
tion of each soul and in the material happi-
ness of all, in a conscientious use of the
means of grace, and in following the pre-
cepts which God, as Head of the Church,
has given it.

“ Bvery member must be present at the
holy communion, and attend regularly at
the services both on holy days and on week
days.” The reception of a mnew member
takes place only after a personal confession
of faith Lefore the church, or when the can-
didate’s religious state is sufficiently evident
to the community. The method of election
is by voting, anad it is always considered de-
sigﬂ;le that the vote should be unanimous.
—Sel.

JESUILT MISSIONS IN JAPAN.
A Vivip PICTURE STony.

Japan, the Island Empire of the Orient,
with its nearly forty millions of people, al-
most as many as Britain, the Island Empire
of the West, has had a long and wonderful
history, the last thirty years the most won-
derful of all.

When Manasseh, King of Judah, was sect-
ting up his graven images in Jerusalem,
Jimmu Tenno, “the heavenly Xing,” was
reigning as Mikado of Japan. About the
time that the English barons won the char-
ter from King John, the nobles of Japan
broke the supreme power of the AMikado
and shared the sovereignty for seven long
centuries, until recent years.

The beginning of their literatures was
coeval. When the venerable Bede was writ-
ing in England in the eighth century, the
first Japanese historian was compiling the
chronicles of his country.

The ancient religion of Japan was Shin-
toism, with its crowd of native gods and its
ancestral worship. It is still the religion
of the Government, while Buddhism, which
was introduced in the third century, and
spread rapidly, is the religion of the people.

In 1549 landed Francis Xavier, and for the
remainder of the century, Christianity, as
taught by the Jesuits, made rapid progress,
until its plotting against the State was dis-
covered, and it was drowned out in blood,
and for two and a half centuries Japan was
sealed against the outside world, and Chris-
tianity was punishable by death.

In the last thirty years it has been opened
again, and has seen more rapid development
and change than any other nation under the
sun.

The story of Jesuit missions in Japan in
the sixteenth centry is vividly told in the
following chapter of a new book by Jesse
Page, “ Japan, its people and Missions,” just
published by Revell, Toronto.

A native of Satsuma, in Japan, one Anjiro
by name, had killed a couniryman, and, in
his flight from the hands of justice, found
shelter in the boat of the Portuguese adven-
turer, Mendez Pinto. In due time tie vessel
sailed home, and the Japanese fugitive
landed at Goa.

He was speedily noticed by one whose
restless eyes were ever turned towards the
lands afar off, and who had, with all his
faults, the \)urnmg zeal of a missionary’s
heart. This was Francis Xavier, one of the
most distinguisbed and most veritable of the
Saints in the Romish calendar. He was
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still a young man, and had been already, it

ary enterprise. He was still ignorant of the

is genecrally believed, influenced somewhat tunguage, and found himself much impeded

by e Herormers of Germany.
Conung, however, under the spell of Igna-
tius loyovla, who was then planning that

Society of Jesus which was to become such ,’

| Ly having to speak through the voice of
'another; so that at first he gained but few
- hearers and no adherents.

Pressing on, however, with a zeal which

a nagnty power, Xavier yielded, and touvk |wa sregardless of self, he walked barefoot

the vow which made him focus all the energy
and devotion of his young manhood to the
dissemination of the Church’s principles in
foreign lands.

In his subsequent travels he was sad-
dened by the disgraceful lives of the clergy,
and with his high ideal of personal piety
he set them a luminous example, by spena
ing his time in the hospitals among the
poor, and in devoted labor for the welfare
of mankind.

He set forth to carry Christianity to the
pearl fishers of Cape Comorin, and here, as
in Inma, large multitudes flocked to him
for baptism. The value of their easy pro-
fession does not, however, seem to have
Deen much, and his boast that he had bap-
tized a whole village in a day amounteu
after all to translating the creeds, the com-
mandments, and the Ave Maria into the ver-
nacular, and making the people in a word
repeat their assent and then baptising
them. He admits in one of his letters thuu
such converts were lamentably ignorant,
and that they had mistranslated the very
first word of the Creed, using the expression
Yolo. “1 will,” for the word Credo, ‘1 be-
lieve.”

His zeal and self-sacrifice were, however,
genuine enough; and just at the moment
that the Japanese Anjiro came on shore at
Goa he was turning his eyes away from
India and Ceylon, with sorrowful disap-
pointment, towards some country where he
might begin afresh the crusade of the Cross.
He hailed the newcomer as a providential
visitor, an Eastern Macedonia with the cry
for help.

Having become a Christian convert and
mastered the Portuguese language, Anjiro
soon became valuable to Xavier, who one
day asked him whether his people over the
sea would accept Christianity, if it were
offered them. The answer is recorded by
the first missionary in one of his letters.

“The man told me,” says he, “that his
people would not immediately assent to
what might be said to them, but they would
investigate what I might affirm respecting
religion by multitudes of questions, and,
above all, by observing whether my conduct
agreed with my words. This done, the King
(Daimio), the nobility, and adult population
would flock to Christ, being a nation which
always follow reason as a guide.”

Such a prospect was quite enough to fire
the ambition of Xavier, and he speedily set
out with the Jesuits and his interpreter,
whose name had been changed in baptism
to “ Paul of the Holy Faith.”

In 1549 a Chinese junk approached the
port of Kagoshima in the southern island of
Iiushiu, and Xavier stepped ashore with his
companions, and they began their mission-

and thinly clad, in the depth ef winter,
through blinding snow and swimming
mountain torrents, until after two months
he reached Miaco (Kioto) the capital. The
ntmost he could do was to hoid high his
crucifix, show pictures of the Virgin ana
Child, and, what seems to have produced
marked eftect, read stories from the Gospel
of St. Matthew, which Anjiro had translated
into Japanese.

Here, however, the worldly wisdom of the
Jesuits began to spoil the sincerity of his
efforts; he tried to be all things to all men,
and to seek the favor, as he did in all his
missionuary journeys, of the rich and power-
tul to enforce his views. Although at times he
appeared in the garb of austere poverty, yet
in his public ministrations he surrounded
himself with all the display which riches
could furnish, and by lending a keen ear
found out the real state of the kingdom, and
how by diplomacy he might succeed. He
won his way by costly gifts to the Shogun
Nobunga, who hated the Buddhists, and
who did not hesitate to enter into an alli-
ance with the new religion which would
fight his battles.

Still Xavier returned from the country
with disgust after two years and a half
work, but it was to take with him to Por-
tugal a native ambassador and two Japanese
Christians, to make political arrangements
in support of the power which had so fa-
vored the Jesuits.

A flight of Jesuit missionaries followed to
settle in Japan, and their work of prosely-
tising was crowned with rapid success. The
new religion spread like wildfire; not only
the common people, but the nobility, mili-
tary chieftains, and admirals joining the
Christian Church. While the Japanese en-
voys were kissing the Pope’s toe at Rome,
the preaching friars from Spain and Portu-
gal were counting their converts in the
country at six hundred thousand; churches
were studded all over the land, and semi-
naries for the training of converts ana
native teachers established at the great
centres of population.

Various reasons may be adduced for the
extraordinary result of this Jesuit mission,
even apart from its alliance with the politi-
cal party then in the ascendant. The time
when Xavier arrived was propitious to a
new religious crusade. Desolating wars had
reduced the people to misery, and they
found little comfort from the ancient faith
of Shintoism; while the newer Buddhism,
which had engrafted itself thereon, had
caught their attention by its elaborate ser-
vices and spectacles. The latter religion
had lost much of its heart, but increased
its ceremonial magnificence; and its ritual-
ism prepared the way for the rival mass
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and worship, which were destined for a time l

.0 overcome it.

Buddhism had found a home in Japan by
accommodating itself to the heathen usages
of the ancient religions, and now Romanism
was not slow to benefit by such an experi-
ment of diplomacy. One of the highest au-
thorities on Japanese history, Dr. Griflis,
has thus put the case:—

*“ The Japanese are an intensely imagina-
tive people; and whatever appeals to the
aesthetics of sense, or fires the imagination,
leads the masses captive at the will of their
religious leaders. .

“The priests of Rome came with cruci-
fixes in their hands, eloguence on their lips;
and with rich dresses, impressive cere-
monies, processions and mysteries out-
dazzled the scenic display of the Buddhists.
They brought pictures, gilt crosses and
images, and erected gorgeous altars, which
they used as illuminated texts for their ser-
mons.

‘“ They preached the doctrine of an im-
mediate entrance into Paradise after death
to all believers, a doctrine which thrilled
their hearers to an uncontrollable pitch of
enthusiasm. Buddhism promises rest in
heaven only after many transformations,
births, and the repeated miseries of life and
death, the very thought of which wearies
the soul

“ The story of the Cross, made vivid by
fervid eloquence, tears, and harrowing pic-
tures, and colored images, which bridged
the gulf of remoteness and made the act of
Calvary near and intensely real, melted the
hearts of the impressible natives.

“ Furthermore, the transition from the
religion of India to that of Rome was ex-
tremely easy. The very idols of Buddha
served, after a little alteration with the
chisel, for images of Christ. The Buddhist
saints were easily transformed into the
Twelve Apostles. The Cross took the place
of the toru. It was emblazoned on the
helmets and banners of the warriors, and
embroidered on their breasts. The Japanese
soldiers went forth to battle like Christian
crusaders. In the roadside shrine, Kuanon,
the Goddess of Mercy, made way for the
Virgin, the mother of God.

“ Buddhism was beaten with its own wea-
pons. Its own artillery was turned against
it. Nearly all the Christian churches were
native temples, sprinkled and purified. The
same bell, whose boom has so often
quivered the air, announcing the orisons
and matins of paganism, was again blessed
and sprinkled, and called the same hearers
to mass and confession; the same lavatory
that fronted the temple served for holy
water or baptismal font; the same censer
that swung before Amida could be refilled
to waft Christian incense; the new convert
could use unchanged his old beads, bells,
candles, incense, and all the paraphernalia
of his old faith in celebration of the new.”

The power of foreign gold alzso made its
way. From Spain and Portugal money
came freely to assist the priests to bribe the
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powerful Daimio; and not only so, the spirit
of the lnquisition was soon a deadly fact in
this the latest acquisition of Rome.

The bonzes, or Buddhist priests, were exe-
cuted or exiled; whole villages had to ac-
cept Christianity or go, and the Daimio of
Bungo, the Alva of the time, delighted him-
self in destroying the temples and carrying
the sword into the heretic camp.

The Daimio of ‘Takaski, another Romish
Saul, “ labored with a zeal truly apostolic,”
says a Jesuit historian, * to extirpate the
idolaters out of his states. He sent word
that they should either receive the new
faith or begone immediately out of Lis
country, for he would acknowledge none for
his subjects but such as acknowledged the
true God. This declaration obliged them all
to accept instruction, which cut out work
i enough for all the fathers and missionaries
at Miaco.”

This wholesale acquisition of souls was
not, however, to continue; methods of this
character inevitably carry their own sen-
tence of death. The death of Queen Mary
broke the fetters of Romish tyranny in
England; and in Japan when Nobunga ex-
pired, in whose favor the Jesuits had sunned
themselves, a sense of sudden insecurity
startled them with many fears.

His successor, Hideyoshi, had long noted
the intrigues of the foreign emissaries, how
they quarrelled among themselves and did
not hesitate to take sides in the tribal con-
flicts of Japan. He issked a decree banish-
ing every Jesuit.

This they only partially obeved. They
!cleared the churches, and stopped the
preaching, but worked away privately, mak-
ing ten thousand converts a year until the
year 1590.

Then Hideyoshi, aroused with indignation,
proceeded to carry out his decree by force,
and, as a fearful lesson, crucified in the
streets of Nagasaki, nine missionaries and
seventeen of the Japanese converts. The
death of this wrathful tyrant did not give
the Jesuits the chance of rest; one even
stronger and fiercer than he took up the
scourge. and Iyeyasu chastised the Chris-
tians with scorpions. He discovered in 1611
that the Spanish Jesuits were plotting
against him, and arranging to reduce the
country to a position of slavish subjection
to their foreign government.

They had sown the wind of invoking the
power of the secular sword, and they now
reaped the whirlwind of that sword being
turned upon themselves. The pricsts were
hunted like partridges, and with their
native catechists and friends forced upon
the junks which waited to take them away
—anywhere, so long as they might never
return. The Christians took up arms, and
waged an unequal struggle in the war of
desperate and cruel extirpation. They were
slain without mercy.

But such a persecution produced its
martyrs—confessors of the faith worthy to
stand beside the noblest who have suffered
for Christ within Rome’s arenas in apos-




300

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

NOVEMBER

L
tolic days, or where the mountains of the|
Waldenses were whitened with the bones of |
slaughtered saints. The light these con-.
verts had was obscured by many ignorances -
and errors, but they were loyal to Christ,
and could die for Him like heroes and
heroines.

Their enemies used to place upon the
ground a cross of copper, upon which was
inseribed the name of the ** Criminal God.”
In ranks of thousands these Christians were
called upon one by one to trample on that
cross and thus adjure their religion, or be
crucified; and to their immortal honor let
it be recorded they very seldom recanted.
Tortured, burnt while bound to wooden
crosses, flung alive into pits and smothered
with ecarth, they chose rather death, how-

ever terrible, then deny their Lord. i
“even

The climax of desolation was reached
when the brave Christian garrison of the
castle of Shimabara, in number 37,000, sur-
rendered after a valiant defence, and were
all mercilessly massacred, thousands being
flung alive from the rock of Pappenberg
into the sea. This spot is in sight of~’
Deshima, in the Bay of Nagasaki.

Dr. Griffis has given in striking language
a picture of this efiectual stamping out of
Christianity.

« After nearly a hundred years of Christi-
anity and foreign intercourse, the only ap-
parent results of this contact with another
religion and civilization were the adoption
of gunpowder and firearms as weapons, the
use of tobacco and the habit of smoking,
the making of sponge-cake (still called Cas-.
tira—the Japanese form of Castile), the
naturalization into the language of a few
foreign words, the introduction of new and
strange forms of disease, among which the
Japanese count the scourge of the venereal
virus, and the permanent adaition to that
catalogue of terrors which priest and magis-
trate in Asiatic countries ever hold as wea-
pons to overawe the herd.

‘For centuries the mention of One name
would bate the breath, blanch the cheek,,
and smite with fear as with an earthquake
shock. It was the synonym of sorcery, se-
dition, and all that was hostile to the purity
of the home ard the peace of society.

All over the empire—in every city, town,
village and hamlet; by the roadside, ferry,
or mountain pass; at every entrance to the !
capital—stood the public notice boatds on |
which, with prohibitions against the great |
crimes that disturb the relations of society :
and government, was one tablet, written!
with a deeper brand of guilt, with a more |
hideous memory of blood, with a more,

fof the Jesuit missionaries.
‘that among their converts there were some

{;er{’(]y word to hush the crying of her fretful
abe.

That name was Christ. So thoroughly
was Christianity, or the * Jashi mon " (cor-
rupt sect), supposed to be eradicated before
the end of the seventeenth century, that its

"existence was historical, remembered only

as an awful scar on the national memory.
No vestiges were supposed to be left of it,
and no knowledge of its tenets was held,
save by a very few scholars in Yedo, trained
experts who were kept, as a sort of spiritual
bloodhounds, to scent out the adherents of
the accursed creed.”

Christianity had been stamped out, and
the work of the first missionaries—the toil
of years of valiant effort, mixed with very
questionable methods—was wiped out en-
tirely. The sacred name of Jesus was not
whispered after that murderous
Japanese St. Bartholomew.

With the extirpation of the foreign re-

ligion the rulers and people hoped they had

expelled the sins and curses which these
traders had introduced. Japan had learnt
to detest the people from the West, and

"locked herself in to forget, like some fear-

sone night.mare, their very existence.
From this moment, for the space of two

"hundred and thirty years, in every village,

on every bridge, by the wayside, and at the
ports of the sea, boards were fixed up with
this terrible proclameatiion, “ As long as the
sun shall warm the earth let no Christian
be so bold as to come to Japan; and let all

"know that the king of Spain himselif, or the

Christian’s God, or the great God of all, it

-he violate this command, shall pay for it

with his head.”

. Upon this dreadful edict Mr. Eugene Stock

in “ Japan Missions " remarks very truly :—
‘““Who is ‘the Christian’s God,” so curi-

ously distinguished in these shocking words

_from the ‘Great God of all’? Is it Christ ?
.Or is it the Pope ?
' ried to Pope Gregory I11. by the four Japan-

One of the letters car-

ese nobles was thus addressed, ¢ A celui qui
doit etre adore, et qui tient la place du Roi

~du Ciel, le grand et Tres-Saint Pape’; and

another began thus—‘ J’adore le Tres-Saint
Pape, qui tient la place de Dieu sur la terre.

“We can honor the zeal and self-denial
We can believe

who, in much ignorance, did trust their

souls to the Saviour. But the responsibility

for the blasphemous proclamation, which

for two centuries and more shut out Chris-

tianity from Japan, must lie at the door of
ome.”

The Dowager E;li)_;"é;é of China, whose

awful terror of torture, than when the like death took place June 19, 1896, was a woman
superseription was affixed at the top of a . of unusual gifts, rising by her beauty and
cross that stood between two thieves on 2, ability from the position of a slave to be-
little hill outside Jerusalem. . come one of the most powerful women ‘of

Its daily and familiar sight startled ever | the nineteeth century. Despite her un-
and anon the pessant to clasp hands and : usual capabilities she was much opposed to
utter a fresh prayer, the boaze to add new, all innovations of Western civilization, and
venom to his maledictions, the magistrate ; Geath removes one powerful enemy to
to shake his head, and to the mother a | China’s progress.—Wont. 3Miss. Friend.
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Wife and YWork.

I have not taken *p a collection in my
church for many yeais, says a pastor. We
make an offering to the Lord’s worl.

Never lose a chance of saying a kind
word. As Collingwood never saw a vacant
place in his estate, but he to.ok. an acorn
out of his pocket and popped it in, S0 deal
with your compliments through life. .An
acorn costs notling, but it may sprout into
a prodigious bit of timber.—1V. . Thack--
eray.

The spirit of missions is the spirit_ofv
sympathy, of self-denial, and o{.sewxce,l
which is only another way of saying that)
it is the Spirit Christ. The Church musti
bave the spirit of missions if it would Qek
His Church. The Church, which is His
body, must be a living organism, I_lOt a
withered, lifeness trunk. It can maintain
jts life only by seeking to extend il intp;
the lifeness world.—". €. Smith, D.D., in
“ Heraid and Presbyter.”

THE CHEERFUL SOUL.

How different it is when one is habitually
cheerful ! Wherever such a person goes|
he carries gladness. He makes it easier’ for {
others to live. He puts encouragement. into |
the heart of every one he meets. When
you ask after his health, he answers in a
happy, cheerful way that quickens your own
pulses. He does not burden you thl} a hgt
of complaints. He does not consider it
necessary to tell you at.breakfast how
poorly he rested, how many hours he heard
the clock strike during the pight, or any of
the details of his miserable condition this
morning. He prefers only to speak ot
cheerful things, not staining the brightness
of the morning for you with the recital ot
any of his own discomforts.

The cheerful man carries with him per-
fumery in his presence and persounality, an
influence that acts upon others as summer
warmth on the fields and forests. It wakes
up and calls out the best that is in them.
It makes them stroxger, braver and happier.
Such a man makes a little spot in this
world a lighter, brighter, warmer place for
other people to live in. To meet him in the
morning is to get inspiration which makes
all the day’s struggles and tasks easier. His
hearty bandshake pats a thrill of new vigor
into your veins. After talking with him for
a few minutes, you feel an exhilaration of
spirits, a quickening of energy, a renewat ot
zest and interest in living, and are ready
for any duty or service. .

The blessing of one such cheerful life in
a home is immeasurable. It touches all the
household with its calming, quieting influ-
ence. It allays the storm of purturbed feel-
ings that are sure to sweep down from the
mountains of worldly care and conflict even
upon the sheltered waters of home.—FEz.

AN IDEAL LIFE.

The fact is that even mature men and
women are only children, after all, and we
need to be learning, over and over again,
the practical lessons that are the very alpha-
bet of life.

The most of us are not to attract any very
great attention as we go through the world,
nor acquire any great measure of wealth, or
exert any large power. We are to go on in
a plain and humble way.

We may have friends and usefulness and
happiness. We may have a pleasant home

‘and a busy life, with much to brighten and

gladden our lives. But there are mor
people who are privates in the ranks than
those who are generals in command. There .
are some very wealthy people, but there are
far more who will work for wages all
through life, and who will even be glad to
be able to find the work.

It is very evident that most people must
live, and will live, in a plain, quiet way, in
getting through this life, and it is just as
well to settle down on the .old-fashioned
facts, and live in accordance with the old-
fashioned truth, and let the feverishness
and the fussiness die out of the heart and
brain.

This does not mean that we shall stagnate,
nor lose ambition, nor be content to be no-
bodies. It does mean that we shall give up
false ideas, empty desires, and useless striv-
ings, and go to doing, with all our might,
in sweet and glad content, just what God
m%de us for and wants us to be and to do.
—Lz.

THE CARE OF THE AGED.

When a man or woman passes seventy
years of age, great care should be given to
the conditions surrounding him or her for
the prolonging of life. The vital forces are
greatly enfeebled at that period of life, and
the powers of resistance in consequence of
age are the weakest.

A man of threescore years and ten, and
over, is like an old machine that by proper
care given to its condition has been kept
running many vears, and is still able to do
work, but its wheels and axles and pinions
are much worn and are rickety, and if it
should be pushed, even to a small extent, in
excess of its diminished powers, it breaks
down and cannot be repaired, for every part
of it is shattered.

But if worked carefully and intelligently
by a person who understands its condition
and knows its capabilities, it can be kept in
action a much longer time than would be
possible if a careless engineer controlled it.

In these fast times, however, it is gener-
ally not profitable to husband the resources
of an old machine. But this is not true as
regards our old men and women. It is de-
sirable to hold on to them as long as pos-
sible, and if we can succeed in prolonging
their lives five or ten years, or more, it will
areatly enhance our happiness.—3Medical
Review.
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REV. JOHN ROSS OF BRUCEFIELD.

SoME ANECDOTES.

Those who knew Mr. Ross will recognize
the man in the following incidents, and
those who never met him will still recognize
a personality quite unlike the ordinary run
of men.

A brother minister stepped with him into
an hotel dining-room in Paris, I think.
They sat down at one of the tables, and
waited to be served. At the table behind
them were several men, evidently Roman
Catholics, whose tongues secmed to revel in
blasphemy. Probably the presence of the
Protestant ministers gave a keen relish to
their evil employment, for their talk waxed
louder and more offensive while the new
comers listened.

The ministers kept silence for a while,
and then Mr. Ross’ companion looked keenly
over at them and gave them a word of ad-
vice. 'This only made them talk louder and
faster. In a little Mr. Ross rose from his
seat, and stepped over to the noisy crew.
He went straight to the worst of them, laid
his hand upon his shoulder and said gently,
« Friend, you and I both owe too much to
Jesus Christ to speak ill of Him.” That
was all, but it was enough.

A young man called early one morning
at the manse, and wanied to see the master
of the house. The information that he had
not vet risen did not have the desired effect.
He said he would wait. He had important
business and could not call again. Mr. Ross
was reluctantly summoned, and was not
long in making his appearance. The visitor
turned out to be an agent, wanting to leave
a comparatively worthless book that was to
cosi $4.50.

Mr. Ross looked perplexed, and turned the
book over several times, as if he did not
quite know what to do. Then he looked at
the young stranger with a curious mixture
of kindliness, concern and amusement in his
face. He said:—

“J kpow you have my name down for
this book, but do you remember how you
got it, and on what condition it was given ?”

The young map made no reply.

“You got it simply because you would not
go away without it; and you got it with the
distinet understanding that, if I should be
out of money when you brought it,'J should
be free.”

No answer, only a darkening of coun-
tenance.

“ Now, I have no money.”

Still no answer but an increase of gloom.

Then Mr. Ross went on in a different
tone:

“But I'll tell you what I will do. You
have my name. Though vou know I am

free in the circumstances, still, you have.
my name. If you leave the book and give.
me your address, I shall send you the.

money wlen it comes in.”

How the agent’s countenance beamed ity
satisfaction and surprise while his tongue
expressed his pleasure at the arrangement,
He handed his address and was promptly
bowing himself out, when Mr. Ross stopped
him, saying :

“ Wait a little,” and, taking up his Bible
bound in soft black leather, a Bible many
who knew him will remember, he asked,
‘“ Do you ever read this book ?*

“Yes, sir, sometimes.”

There was a light in the minister’s eye as
he went on.

“ But only reading it will not do you any
good. Now, see here. This is a book tull
cf promises to which the name of the living
God is solemnly attached. But does the
mere reading of a promise make it yours ?
Now suppose this morning, instead of com-
ing in to me with my promise, you had
taken out your order-book and driven past
my door reading my order with my name at-
tached—reading it over and over as you
went along,—would that have done you any
good ? But you did not stop at reading my
promise this morning. You came in here and
asked me to fulfil it, and though you know 1
could honorably have got out of it, yet I had
such a regard to my own name that I gave
you what you wanted as far as it was in my
power. Now do you see the power God has
given us over Himself when He has given us
His name ? If a man will do much for the
honor of his name, what may we not expect
from the God of infinite and everlasting
truth 2 Then the way to use this power is
not merely to read over His promises, but
to bring ther back to Himself in A business-
like way, a you did mine to me this morn-
ing. TUse tnis Bible this way, and you will
find it a perfect mine of wealth and power.
Goodbye.”

He shook hands kindly with the young
stranger, and then turned back for a little
to the well-worn Bible of which he had been
speaking consciously the richer for the
happy illustrations the circumstances of the
morning had given him. Did the young
man learn to use the marvellous key so dis-
tinctly laid into his hand ? Who can tell ?

There is a mile between the old Brucefield
manse and the village. While passing up
this bit of road one day, Mr. Ross was met
by a young man selling books, who stopped
and asked him to inspect his stock. He did
as desired, but I am not informed whether
he made a purchase or not, though, judging
by character and consequences, probably he
did. After satisfying the young man with
attention to what he had to show, he
op%ned the Bible he carried in his hand and
said:

‘““ Now, sir, I have looked at your books;

b will you listen to mine ?”

Then he read to him a passage or two
which seemed to himself, and to the listener
as well, a message straight from heaven.
So deep was the impression on both, that
the minister did what was not usual with
him : he proposed prayer there and then.
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They kneeled down together on the roadside,
and the voice of faith went up into the ear
of the Faithful. Then Mr. Ross went his
way, and the young stranger weat his; but
the change wrought there was like that on
Zaccheus as he came down from the tree.
From that hour he walked through life
under a new Master, lived as a decided
Christian, and became an elder in the con-
gregation of the minister who reported the
circumstances of his conversion.

It is hoped that something in the shape ot
memoirs of Mr. Ross will shortly be given
to the public. Anyone having characteristic
anecdotes about him, or striking utterances,
or any material that might be helpful in
executing the work, will render a great kind-
ness by sending them on as soon as possible
to Mrs. Anna Ross, Clinton, Ont.—Con.

THE MIGHT OF MEEEKWNESS,
By Rev. Tiukopore L. CUYLER,

There are three persons in the Bible of
whom it is said that their faces shone with
a remarkable lustre. One of them was
Moses, who was the Old Testament model of
meekness. He was content to be God’s
mouthpiece to his nation, and exercised a
most praiseworthy patience under their pro-
voking waywardness and abuse. He knew
how to deal with fault-finders—a most de-
sirable faculty for presidents or pastors.
His mind was at peace because it was
stayed on God.

The second person whose face “ was as it
had been the face of an angel,” was the
heroic proto-martyr, Stephen. This was the
outward expression of an inward serenity of
soul under the most cruel provocations.
The third personage was our adorable
Saviour. To the most insulting taunts of
His enemies He answered not a word! Hs
was brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so
He opened not His mouth. He it was who
said, “ Blessed are the meelk I

Few wvords are more misunderstood or
oftener misaonplied that this word meckness.
It is often regarded as an amiable weakness
instead of being an evidence of great
strength of moral character. Meekness is a
vastly different thing from the nerveless
imbecility that never thinks for itself, and
the pitiful pusillanimity that does not dare
to stand up for the right.

So far from being a negative trait, it 1s
one of the most positive traits of a powerful
personality. Seli-conceit, frrogance, irri-
tability, and revengefulness are all marks
of weakness, but there is a great might in
genuine meekness. To keep unruly self in
subjection, to bow in humble submission to
the Lord, to wait on His will, to bear what
He sends, to keep quiet under bitter provo-
cations, and to stand still in the face of a
storm—all this requires a most pronouncead
inward force and commanding grace. There
is hardly a virtue that requires more gri¢
than the virtue of meekness.

The foundation of it is a loyal obedience
to God. The child Samuel possessed it
when in the temple at midnight he said,
‘“Speak, Lord! Thy servant is listening. *
The intrepid Joshua displayed it when he
enquired, ‘‘ What saith the Lord unte THy
servant ?” The very name of Moses is a
synonym of meekness; and all these three
men, Samuel, Joshua and Moses, are among
the strongest characters in the whole Scrip-
ture gallery.

It is the very essence of meekness to leu
God rule. While pride seeks to put self
above God, &nd peevishness scolds at God,
and anger often strikes back at God, the
meek spirit is content to be so swallowed
up in God that it submits calmly to Him.
“ Learn of Me,” said the incarnate Son of
God, “for I am meek and lowly of heart,
and ye shall find rest for your souls.”

One of the weakest traits in any person is
to be unwilling to accept honest criticism
and correction. ¥rom the foolish child who
will never listen to parcntal authority, on
to the foolish man who will never listen to
| either rebuke or reason, pride always goeth
| before a fall. Honest criticism is often a
tbitter dose to swallow, but most tonics are
bitter, and we are the stronger for taking
them down bravely.

“If I am censured,” said that godly man,
| Bishop Griswold, * then let me correct, but
!never justify my faults.” A minister with
i more zeal than discretion once called on the
Bishop and belabored him with a rathey
harsh denunciation. Instead of showing the
man out of the door, the Bishop calmly re-
plied, “ My dear friend, I do not wonder
that they who witiess the inconsistencies
in my daily conduct should think that I
have no religion. I often fear this myself,
and I feel very grateful to you for giving
me this warning.”

This reply was made in such unaffected
! meekness and sincerity that the visitor at
once begged the Bishop’s pardon, and al-
ways regarded him afterwards as one of the
most Christlike Christians he had ever
known. He is doubly the fool who not only
i flings himself into a pit, but Jresents the
;fnend]y hand that tries to hélp him out
of it
I Another evidence of the might of meek-
! ness is that it enables a man to rein in au
funruly temper. He that ruleth his own
éspirit is better than he tha. taketh a city.

I do not know of a better definitioa of
this grace than was given by a negro lad in
ja mission school when the missionary
asked, “Who are the meek ?” and the boy
!answered. “They are the people who give
soft answers to rough questions.”

This sort of meekness is quite too rare.
When our house takes fire, the first im-
pulse is to bring a bucket of water. But
when temper takes fire, the first impulse
with too many is to throw on more fuel.
Angry, resentful speech is explosive and
shattering; it often breaks what never can
be mended. Silence is cooling; it cools us
off and cools also our assailants.
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One of the meekest men I ever knew tola ! since in the railway train. It made an im-
nme that he had paturally a most violent and | pression on me at the time, and since I have
passionate temper, but he had subdued it by { been shut up here it has come up tc me
resolutely bridling his tongue until be had!again. I am dying, but I trust all beyond
cooled down. There was an infinite sub-|is well. My hope is in Christ.”
limity in the conduct of our meek and What a rich reward for that one act of
adorable Master when, amid all the insults | Christian fidelity !—Forward.
of His brutal enemies, He who might have
laid them all dead at His feet, only with
majestic silence *held His peace!” The
more that you and I have of the spirit of
our Lord, the more shall we display the ir-
resistible might of meekness.

EXPOSITORY PREACHING.

I have tried to make my ministry a min-
istry of exposition of Scripture. 1 kpow it
has failed in many respects. But I will say
that I have endeavored from the beginning

O3 to the end to make that the characteristic
NOT A TOST OPPORTUN,ITY' R ' of all my public work. And I have tried to

Two merchants had taken their seats in' ,..qch Jesus Christ, and the Jesus Christ
the morning train for a certain city. They 40 of the Gospels only, but the Christ of
were neighbors, dwelling in a contiguous (ys Gospels and the Epistles; he is the same
suburb, and doing business in a large and qprist. T believe that the one thing the
populous town. Although their resxdencesl world needs is redemption, the power of the
were near together, and they saw each other ' gospe) on the individual soul; and that men
daily, they were not intimate. They had, yngyw they need it.
few sympathies in common. One had beel' pr johnson onmce said in his wise way,
for many years a professed disciple Of « Notning odd lasts,” and I believe that too.
Christ, loving God’s house, and alive to all Nothing o0dd lasts, but Christ lasts, and
that pertained to the spread of the gospel. pnan's sing last, and men’s needs last; and
The other was a respectable and successful | e must preach Christ and Him crucified,
merchant, absorbed in business, 2nd to all the gaviour of mankind. And I bave tried
appearance indifferent to all beyond this ;4 preach Christ as if I believed in Him; not
life. On the morning in question these tWO. ¢ "5y 1 had hesitations and peradventures
neighbors happened to occupy the same seat | ,ng jimitations. And I have tried to preach
in the railway carriage. They soon becam_e "Him as if I lived on Him; and at the bot-
earnestly engaged in conversation on busi-' t4m of it all—that we shall ourselves feed
ness, its prospects, their own plans and suc-, oy the truth that we proclaim to others.—

cesses.
The worldly merchant, the elder of the
two, said that he had been very successful
in business for the year past; he could now
say he had a competence. “1I do not care,”
said he, ‘“ to be worth any more.”
“Well,”.said his friend, “this life is all
provided for.
about the life beyond ?”

“0On!” was the reply, “I do not WOrry

myself about that.”

“But ought you not to trouble yourself:
. habit of speech.
I have no doubt that-

about it ?”

“No; I think not.
it will be all right.”

“ But I would not thus trust without look-
ing into the matter. The interests involved
are momentous.”

The train had reached the stat’~, and
the two merchants separated, eacl taking
his way to his own place of business.
few months afterward the Christian mer-
chant missed his neighbor from the morn-
ing #rmin. On inquiry he learned that he
was sick. Days and weeks passed, and he
knew only that his neighbor was unable to
e out. At length, as he was in his office in
the city one day, he received a telegram
that his neighbor was dying and was de-
sirous to see him. He lost no time in has-
tening to his Ledside. There, surprised and
delighted, he heard from the lips of the
dying man this announcement:

“I could not die without thanking you,
sir, for what you said to me some months

g

| Maclaren.

HOW TO TAME THE TONGUE.
The management of the tongue is beyond

1 the power of its owner; *‘‘the tongue can
I no man tame;
That is all right. But how Yet, considering its power and influence, its

it is an unruly member.”

i ability to bless or to curse, it is of the first
importance 1o bring it into subjection.

And it can be done. The habit of prayer-
fulness has the greatest effect upon the
He who speaks much to
the Infinite and Eternal is not likely to in-
dulge in vain and foolish speaking to his
fellows. He who has looked long upon
spotless purity, and lingered under the
.shadow of the unspeakable love, cannot g0
;away to pollute himself with harsh words
concerning brethren. The hush and awe of
the Presence is upon him. God both
prompts and restrains him.

Why he should say certain things when
he is in these his best and purest moods he
cannot tell, except that the Spirit moves
him. And why he should withhold himseif
when there was so much tempting him to
speak freely he cannot tell, except that the
Spirit has taught him that this is “a time
to be silent.” Opportuneness, a sense of fit-
ness, comes with the habit of prayer. It is
not time-serving, but God-serving. It is not
. from fear of man, but from fear of God; not
, from a desire to please man, but God that
i judgeth the heart—Christian.
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WHEN WILL YOU DECIDE ?

There are many persons who are living
on 2imlessly, carelessly, without God and
without hope in the world, who intend
some time to turn from sin to serve the:
Lord, and become followers of the Saviour.'

But how ? and when ? Persons grow old|
without effort; they become gray-haired:
without deciding upon it, and infirm without |
making up their minds to do so; but no:
man becomes a Christian without a distinct, '
definite decision to that effect. ;

To be saved a man must be changed ; he
must be born again; and that change will!
not be wrought in him until he has decided
to yield himself to God, and to come and
take the yoke of Christ upon him. And the-
question to each one of these halting, hesi-
tating, undecided ones is, * When will you .
decide 9 You have hesitated, but time has.
rolled on; you are drifting with the current,
and will soon pass away; when will you de-
cide for God ?

This question will not settle itself: you.
maust settle it. It will not answer itself: you
must answer it. It will not decide itself:
you must decide it, and no one else can de-:
cide for you. God lays upon wzow this tre-
mendous responsibility, and leaves to you
the control of that will which makes eternal
‘decisions, and settles your final destiny.
The matter is in your hands, you must
weigh it. Will you deldy or will you act ?
So long as you delay, you 7efuse. So long as
you neglect, you reject. You do not need to:
decide to disobey, you have already decided
that,, and are living under the decision. But
if you are to change and yield to God, you
must decide. When will you make this de-.
cision ? *‘ Behold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salvatioun."”—The
Com. Pcople.

THE VALUE OF FRIENDS.

A brilliant essay writer was once heard to
say: “I have only wanted one thing to make
me happy, but, wanting that, have wanted
everything. My heart, shut up in a prison
house of this rude clay, has never found, nor
will it ever find, a heart to speak to.”
“ People who have warm friends,” remarked
a listener, “ are healthier and happier than
those who have none. A single real friend -~
is a treasure, worth more than gold or pre-
cious stones.”

‘“ Ah, ves; money can buy many things,
but all the wealth of the world could not
buy you a friend or pay you for the loss of
one; therefore one good friend is not to be
weighed against the jewels of the earth.
And he who would, through inattention or
heedless slight or unkindness. let one friend
drop out of his life, is not only thoughtless,
but extravagant and wasteful. He would
do well to remember that this treasure, too,
is provided by One who will require a reason
for throwing away that which was given
into his keeping for his welfare alone.”

Iutermational 8. §. Lessons,

GOD’'S BLESSING TPON SOLOMON.
15th November.

Les. 1 K1. 9: 1-9. Gol. Text, Prov. 10: 22.
Mem. vs. 4, 5. Catechism Q. 60-62.

Time.—About B.C. 992. Placc.—Jerusalem.

1. Answered Prayer. vs. 1-3.
II. Promises for Obedience. vs. 4-5.

1I1. Threatenings for Disobedicuce. vs. 6-9.

For about thirteen years after the comple-
tion of the temple, Solomon was occupied in
erecting public buildings and private pal-
aces, in building cities, extending his com-
merce, and enriching the nation. He was
now at the very height of his wealth and
power; his fame for wisdom was spread

. throughout the world, and his ability as a

sovereign was everywhere acknowledged.
The Lord appeared a second time to him by
night, with promises of continued and in-
ereasing prosperity conditioned on hig faith-
fulness, and with solemn warbings against
disobedience. These promises and warnings
are the subject of to-day’s lesson. 2 Chron.
7 and 8 contain the record parallel with

"1 Kings 9.

LESsOxNs

1. God hears prayers and answers our sup-
plications.

2. What we do for God He will accept,
hallow and use.

3. When we built a temple for God He
will dwell in it.

4. If we honor and obey God He will
bless us.

5. If we turn from God we will lose His
promises.

REWARDS OF OBEDXEXCE.
22nd November.

Les. Prov. 3: 1-17. Gol. Text, Prov. 3: 6.
Mem. vs. 1-4. Catechism Q. 63-66.

Time.~Written by Solomon about B.C.
1000.

Place.—Jerusalem.

I. Favor and Guidance. vs. 1-6.
I1. Plenty and Correction. vs. 7-12.
III. Wisdom and Wisdom’s Ways. vs. 13-17.

Wisdom is pictured as the speaker. in the
earlier chapters of the book of Proverbs.
In the first chapter she exhorts to the fear
of God, and Tfaith in His word: warns
against sin, and threatens all who hold her
in contempt. In chapter 2 she promises
godliness, safety and guidance to all who
receive her into their heart; and shows the
destruction awaiting those who turn from
her. In our lesson to-day she is repre-
sented as pointing out the rewards of

obedience to her commandments, the advan-
i
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tages of trusting God in all things and
honoring Him with the first fruits of all that
He gives us.
submission to whatever our Father sees
best to send us in the way of chastening,
and finally she shows her own supreme
value and desirableness. The whole chap-
ter should be studied:

LESSONS,

1. Obedicnce brings divine favor and'

peace.
2. I we own God He will guide our steps.

3. If we honor God with our substance Hei

will bless us.

4. The Lord chastens us to correct our
faults.

5. The best possession we can have is true
wisdom.
TELE FAME OF SOLOMON.
29th November.

Les. 1 Xi. 10: 1-10. Gol. Text, Matt. 12: 42.
Mem. vs. 6-8. Catechism Q. 67-69.

Time.—About B.C. 992,

Places.—Jerusalem; Sheba,
Arabia, on the Red Sea.

in southern

I. The Queen’s Visit. vs. 1-3.
II. The Queen’s Amazement. vs. 4-7.
III. The Queen’s Blessing. vs. 8-10.

The fame of Solomon’s wealth and wis-~
dom was widely extended. Many came
from distant countries to see his glory.

Among these visitors was the queen oOf!
Sheba, who came to test his wisdom with .
Sheba was a wealthy:

hard questions.
region in southern Arabia, Arabia Felix, the
present country of Yemen. WWith a large

retinue and with costly presents, the queen:
made this perilous journey of fifteen hun-'
dred miles, through a desert regiom, at u-
time when travelling was attended with :

many discomforts. TFully three months

must have becn required for the journey .
and the same for the return. Our lessom

gives the miost striking proof of the gran-
deur of Solomon’s kingdom and the great-
ness of his wisdom, in the deep impression
they made upon the queen of Sheba, who
was herself familiar with all the splendor of
an Oriental morarchy. Solomon answered
all her questions, and she testified that his
prosperity and wisdom exceeded the reporis
she had hicard of them.

LusSoNs.,

1. We should be eager to see Christ and
behold His glory.

2. Christ will answer all our questions
for us.

3. The glory of Christ far surpasses all
reports of it

4. They are happy who are continually in
Christ’s presence.

5. We should give to our XKing the best
things we have.

She also exhorts us to patient !

SOLOMON'S SIN.
1 6th December.,

i Lies. 1 Xi. 11: 4-13. Gol. Text, 1 Cor. 10: 12,
| Mem. vs. 9-10. Catechism Q. 70-72.

\  Time—B.C. 985-980, five to ten years be-
. fore Solomon’s death.

i Place~—Jerusalem, the Mount of Offence,
! the southern summit of the Mount of Olives.

1. Turned Away from God. vs. 4-8.
i IL Incurring the Anger of God. vs, 9-11.
1 I11. Mercy for David’s Sake. vs. 12-13.

In our last lesson we saw “ Solomon in all
"his glory.” To-day a very different picture
-is presented us. Here we see this most
‘magnificent monarch of his time, whose
“wisdom and wealth were world-renowned,
turning from the Lord to whom he owed all
that he had and was, his wisdom become
ifolly «= 1 his heart corrupt. He not only
-follov. ed after idols, but publicly established
their worship in the midst of God’s chosen
~people. In the sad record of his downfall
‘we read again the oft-told story of the sure
evil consequences of sin. By polygamous
"alliances with women of heathen nations.
- Solomon flatly and most offensively dis-
-obeyed God’s plain commands. By this
means his heart was turned to idolatry, and
“he became estranged from God. The Lord
:in hig displeasure stirred up Solomon’s ene-
mies againsl him, and after his death dis-
rupted the kingdom.

LESSONS.

1. Many lives are ruined by bad friend-
ships.

2. When the heart is wrong all
wrong.

3. Sin always meets divine displeasure.

4. When we are unfaithful God takes His
work from us.

5. The blessing of a good father passes to
his son.

soes

Westminster Ques. Book.

THE ONE THING.

Richard Cecil called on a celebrated physi-
cian for medical advice. On returning home
; he told his wife, with glowing enthusiasm,
of the accomplishments of the physician, the
extent and varicty of his information, the
fascination of his manners, and the charm
of his conversation, declaring that he had
never spent a more delightful hour than the
‘one in the doctor’s office.

“And what remedy did he prescribe for
your disease ?” inquired Mrs. Cecil. *“I de-
clare, I've ecntirely forgotten what he did
'recommend,” replied the good minister after
a moment’s hesitation. He often used this
incident with great effect in addressing
young ministers: “I charge you, whatever
of argument, or rhetorie, or illustration you
‘may employ, that vou fail not to make your
!he:u‘ers remember the remedy for sin—

Christ and His atonement.”—United Preshy-
i terian.
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INFIDELITY AND POVERTY. . perity; you who despise it are approaching
i if not actually in distress. I am
A man who bad charge of a sort of refuge : PAUDErIism, 1 C
or shelter for the homeless in Boston tola ;ai)am;e(ili dati fvli)att{ha\ée_done, Ihha.ve Imade
me that he had about three thousand such YOU iniidels, but in doing so, have I not

. s :o. :ruined you ? Many of you are young men
S o win- N s
{’::SZ%Z lftai‘;gthht‘;?‘?%a};}.s hands in one Wid= oy 04 minds. I have.a family of daugh-

L P : ing ¢ ters, but I would rather follow them all to
amolg"“’th;ﬁ“,}},’ Icag;:ga“s did you find .y " ave than see them united in marriage
o N§t one” was the anSWer. yto you. Henceforth I will be a friend of the

Among the wild theorists who cry out for! Bible ; it is the instrument of good.”—Erx.
land, and wish to confiscate property, you'
find few Christians. Why ? Because Chris-| WHAT INFIDELITY HAS NOT DONE.
tians usually have all the land they need, 1t has never raised a man or woman from
and can get more if they want it, as others sin. It never took a drunkard from the
could, if they would break their bottles, gutter, a gambler from his cards, or the
throw away their pipes, serve the Lord, and fallen from a life of shame. It never founad
live soberly, righteously and godly in this a2 man coarse and brutal in life and char-
present evil world. 1 acter and made of him & kind husband and

The principles of Christianity are adapted
to the elevation and improvement of the
poor. Atheism and infidelity in all forms.
tend to produce poverty and crush the poor.

The late Bishop Thompson, in his *‘Moral
and Religious Essays,” gives an account of
an influential, intelligent and strong-minded
infidel in Ohio, who gathered about him a
community of unbelievers, whose religious
views corresponded with, and were largely
moulded by his own. He took pride in his
benevolence and kindness to the poor.

Soon the drafts on his liberality became s0
numerous as to awaken the inquiry: “ How:
does it happen that this community is be- !
coming more and more thriitless, while pros-.
perity abounds among people who live
aear ?”

Prosecuting this investigation thoroughiy
he discuvered that in homes where the Bible
is found, and well used, there was no want,
but where the Bible was absent he found
present or approaching poverty. |

Soon after an itinerant preacher came to'
hold services in a school-house, and when'
“lewd fellows of the baser sort ™ sought to |
break up the meeting and drive away the
minister, this champion of infidelity de-‘
fended him and said to his infidel neigh-
bors:

“T have been abroad among you, and find
that you who revere the Bible live in pros-

father.” It never went into heathen lands
among the moraliy depraved, and lifted
them out of their degradation. It has mever
written down native languages, translated
literature, or prepared text-books, or planted
schools. It has never founded hospitals for
the sick or homes for the helpless.

What discoveries has it made ? What im-
provements has it introduced ? Has it
acied anything to human happiness 7 Does
it bring any ray of comfort to the chamber
of death ? The religion of Jesus has done
this and more too. * The tree is known by
its fruit."—Pz.
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