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'BLIND, CHINAMEN AND COLPORTEURS.

While I was in Peking 1 had a most interesting glimpse of the very
newest experiment among the many benevolent efforts whick are being made
by good Christians all over this country for various classes of the neglected
poor. This is one which has never before been attempted, or I should say

sven dreamt of, in China—namely, teaching the blind to read and write.

1 Considering the frightful difficulty of acquiring these arts, for men with
full use of their eyes, the notion of initiating the blind intc these mysteries
might well stagger the most hopeful ; yet it has been accomplished =nd re-
duced to a system of marvellous simplicity, by Mr. W. H. Murray, who in-
troduced me to his first group of what I may term salvaze “rom the slumns
of Peking.

We found them sitting together in a dark voom, reading aloud, with un-
mistakeable delight in their newly-acquired talent.

It struck me as intensely pathetic (as we stood on the threshold of that
dark room, where, till 2 light was brought, 1 could distinguish nothing), to
hear words which I knew to be those of the Chinese version of the Holy
Sciptures, read by men who, less than four months ago, sat begging in the
streets, in misery and rags, on the verge of starvation. Thence they were
rescued by Mr. Murray as suitable subjects for his first effort in aid of the
great sightless legions of China, and already they have mastered the arts,
which in this land insure the respect of all classes.

But before I speak of the blind men, I must just tell you something of
Mr. Murray himself, for he iz a brother Scot of the true type which brings
his country’s name into good repute—a son whom the old country has good
reason to hold in honour. As a specimen of what goed may be done by &
resclute spirit, resolved to conquer all difflenlties, I think Mr. Marray’s
career is as fine an example as any I have ever heard of.

+ _ Having lost an arm by an accident in a saw-mill, he was disabled frcm fol-

Towiug his original profession. He therefore sought and obtsined employ-
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ment as a rural letter-carrier in the neighbourhood of Glasgow. He was

subsequently employed by the National Bible Society of Scotland as colpor-

teur, and at this time his remarkable facility for languages attracted the
notice of some of the directors. It was ace rdingly arranged that he should |
attend some classes at the college, though his studies were not altowed to in-

. terfere with his regular work. All day long, therefore, he travelled with his

. Bible waggon, went to bed at nine p.m., rose at three a.m (only think of the

physical misery involved in turning out regularly at such an hour ! ), studied

till it was time for his classes at eight and nine a.m., and then began again at

a new day’s work of colportage.

Thus he worked steadily through iwo long dreary winters in Glasgow, a
goud preparation for the bitter cold of winter in Northern China, whither he
was sent in 1871—and whre, of course, his first wotk was the herculean task *
of thoroughly mastering tl.e language, which can only be really accomplished
on the spot.

During the long hours he daily spent in the crowded streets, he was filled
with compassion for the terribly numerous blind beggars, who wander about
utterly uncared for, and the thuught occurred to him that some method might
be devised-for teaching them to read. Of course no amount of embossing
could make the frightfully complicated Chinese character comprehensible to
the most sensitive fingeks, but something simpier might be devised.

Never was there a better proof of the advantage of acquiring any sort of
useful knowledge, even when there seems no present reason for doing so.

Shortly before leaving England in 187, Mr. Murray happened to have an
opportunity of learning something of Professor Bell’s system of visible
speech, in which he accordingly took some lessons, as also in Biaille’s sys-
tem of reading and writing for the blind, by means of embossed dots.

On arriving in China he found that the former actually facilitated his own
study of the excruciating language, and as he noted down the value of every
; sound he mastered, he seems to have gradually reduced much of his own

knowledge into this extracrdinary simple (and yet to me quite incomprehen-

. sible) form. With patient ingenuity he then contrived so to combine the

two systemns that there seemed every reason to hope that blind Chinamen

might actually be taught to read and wiite. It is simply marvellous to seo
with what apparent simplicity the system lends itself to the rendering of

Chinese sound, and to replacing the bewildering mnltitude of Chinese char-

acters ; but it is still more amazing to me to see how quickly and eusily these

poor creatures seem to master the subject.

Looking round for a suitable subject to begin with, Mr. Murray selected a
poor little orphan begear, who was lying almost naked in the streets, with-
out any relations to take care of him. He was aitracted by the boy's cheer-
ful contentment in his loneliness and poverty, and by the fact that he was
. free from the taint of leprosy, which is terribly common among the miser-

able beggar population. So he took him in hand, washed and clothed him,

and undertook to provide food and lodging, on the condition that he would
apply himself to mastering this new learning. Considering the honour
which in China attaches to all literary pursuits, the boy was delighted, as
vell he might be. But only conceive his ecstasy and the thankful satisfac-

. tion of his teacher, when, within six weeks, he was able not only to read
tluently, but to write with rema.kable acecuracy ! When you consider thata
man with the full use of all his faculties takes years of hard study to acquire
the same powers with the use of ordinary Chinese character, you will scarcely
wonder that those who knew this wretched blind begaar-boy two months pre-
viously deemszd the result to be simply miraculous.

+  To complete the experiment two blind beggar-men were also induced totry |
to learn. They have also to be supported on an allowance of 19s. a month,
to enable them to give up their former profession and betake them to that of .

i letters. Though not su exceptionally bright as the buy Sheng, the twomen ~ §
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have made most satisfactory progress. Lee, who is a tall, good- soking man
about forty-two, mastered the whole aystem and principle withm two months,
and can now read correctly by touch. His writing is not so far advanced as
that of the boy, who acts as his teacher. They read the Old and New Testa-
ment with perfect facility, and Sheng wrote out for me a whole page of a
Chinese classic, which to my eye only presents groups of the neatest dots,
which to my coarso touch are wholly undistinguishable one from the other.
But thers it is, 2 written page of a clussic highly distinguished by all China-
men, as a lesson in pure morality.

The other man, Ting, is nct =0 acute in perception, as these twu; to him
learning is more difticulf, and as he slowly fingers his way along the line he
sometimes makes mistakes, greatly to the amusement of the other two, who
read with true enjoyment, and rarely make a mistake. But Ting means to
persevere, and, being a Christian, it is hoped that he will become useful as a
colporteur in the distributionof Christian pamphlets. The other men, though
not Christians, are so enchanted with their newly-mastered art, that they will
lose no chance of reading the Scripiures to whoever will listen to them, and
it is evident that the mission mighy be greatly aided in spreading the know-
ledge of Christian truths by the agency of a whole phalunx of blind men. At
present, however, this is a purely personal effort of Mr. Murray’s, and such
pecuniary aid as has hitherto reached him has been insufficient to establish
the work on a permanent footing. The work of teaching, also, is altogether
outside of his official work, and he can only accomplish it in extra hours
stolen from sleep, by rising early and sitting up late.

He would, however, very gladly increase his class, especially as those al-
ready taught could now become assistant teachers, and if any cne feels dis-
posed to help him in this labour of love, 2 gift of £10 will enable him to give
one Chinese begpar a year’s training; but as ‘““mony a pickle makes a
mickle,” the smallest contributions wili be gladly received by thie Secrotary
of the National Bible Society of Scotland, 6Q, Virginia St, Glasgow.

By recent accounts from Peking I learn something of the progress of this
most interesting work, which, however, can still only be carried on, on a
very limited scale, for lack oi means. As above mentioned, Mr. Murray

income. Since then five years have elapsed, and those first taught have been
eent forth to work, but still the available ifunds are so limited that the pres-
ent school only numbers six boys—a happy but small family, which might
very well be augmented, but for the lack of filthy lucre. These boys ars
found to have a remarkable talent for musie, good voices, and an excellent
ear. They have been instructed in its science, and have learned to write
! music from dictation with extraordinary facility. When the sheet is taken
| out of the frame each reads off his part, and rarely makes any mistake. Their
! singing is said to be very attractive.

Of the pupils who have already passed throug:. the course of study, the
! first boy, Sheng, was early sent out to travel for about a month in company

! Seriptures aloud. The sight of a blind boy reading so amazed the people
! that they crowded round, all eager to purchase the book. After a while the
| boy was enticed away by a blind musician, who persuaded him that he would
! never be able to earn his own living if he became a Christian. But he very
! soon returned to his allegiance sorely grieved for having thus temporarily
$ disappointed his benefactor.

Ting, who was already a Christian, has gone on steadily, and had one day
| the satisfaction of bringing to Mr. Murray a letter from one of the Imperial
| princes, praising the good works done by the Bible Society, and requesting
| that a copy of every book they had to sell should be sent to s im, and that
' Mr. Murray should come in person to explain them.

I The books proved a good donkey-load, but all were reccived with thanks

commenced to work by supporting the three blind men on his own slender -

with a native colporteur, and while the latter sold his books Sheng read the
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and paid for, and some are known to have gained admission within the palace
itself, two sots having been purchased by a eunuch of the Emperor’s house.
hold, that he and a friend might resd them aloud in company.

Of course, so marvellousan event as that half-starved blind beggars sheuld
be cared for by foreigners and ondowed with apparently miraculous powers,
has attracted considerable attention amongst all classes, and rumours con-
cerning it have gone forth to distant parts. One blind man having heard of
this wonderful thing, travelled three hundred miles to put himself under
Mr. Murray's tuition. Another is found to be endowed with talents which
seem to fit him specially for the ministry, so he is to be transferred to the
care of the Rev. Jonathan Lees, who has an institution at Tien-tsin, for pre-
paring candidates for holy orders. .

So the blind men of Peking, who have hitherts been a race of cruelly
neglected outcasts, are now learning that a door of hope is open to them,
and a course of true usefulness niay be theirs.

By a very singular coincidence (considering for how many centuries the °

blind of China and Japan have been left uncared for), a very similar effort
for their weal was commenced in Japan, in 18706, by Mr. Go-ble, a partially
blind Japanese gentleman, who, though he had never seen or touched a book
printed for the use of the blind, worked out for himself a methed of printing
on wooden blocksin Ronlan letters, a system conveying an impression of all
the sounds in the Japanese language, spelt phonetically. In this, he printed
a small book for the use of his fellow-sufferers, and found, to his joy, that
blind boys could learn to read it with far less trouble and toil than their
seeing brothers could learn to read the difficult Chinese characters in which
Japanese books are printed. One of his pupils was a lad of eighteen who
had been blind since he was three years old. Within two weeks from the
day when he Lad received the phonetic alphabet, he had mastered the whole

book.
This process of printing was, however, so cumbersome that Mr. Go-ble

appealed to all European institutions for the Blind, to help him in improv-

ing it, that he might be able to scatter educational books among the blind
all over Japan. It is useless to say that such a suggestion was not unheeded,
and after some study, Mr. Lilley and Dr. Faulds devised a system which is
found to work admirably. The Gospel of St. Mark was first prepared in
raised letters. Classes for teaching the blind have now been formed at Yoko-
hama and Mishima, and the ease with which they acquire the art of reading
surpasses all expectation. The very last gift of Mr. Thomas Coats, of Pais-
ley, ere his much-lamented death,* was an Ullman embossing preas for the
use of the blind in Japan.

I csnnot conclude this reference to Mr. Murray’s voluntary work among
the blind, without a few words concerning the main object of his official work.
He is, as I have said, one of the numerous colporteurs sent out by the Na-
tional Bible Society of Scotland, to endeavour to circulate the Scriptures
among China’s milliouns.

The effort, which at first was attended with manifold discouragements, has
gradually gained ground, and fhanks to a happy combination of patient gen-
tleness with most resolute determination, Mr. Murray and his pony-cart are
recognised institutions of the capital. Wherever there is a chance of effect-
ing a sule, there he takes up his post—no matter at what inconvenience. At
the gate of the Examinaiion Hall he slands while the students from every
corner of the empire come forth after their labours, and thus, iz one day,
about seven hundred copies, each containing a Gospel and four Epistlcs are
disposed of. Another day he takes his stand on the bridge at the entrance
to the Imperial City, the busiest place in Peking, where *all under heaven,”
pass and repass. Here he, in one day, sells upwards of s hundred books,

* He was & generous supporter of the Bible Socicty.
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and knows that they will travel thence to Corea, Mongolia, and the remotest
parts of China.

Not that sales are always so frequent. On one hitterly coid day, with a
blinding dust storm blowing so that he could scarcely stand, he stood for
hours waiting for the chance of one customer ; at last, there came a Mongol
chief followed b a servant carrying strings of money over his crm. He
bought a copy of every Mongolian book in stock, and the patient seller was
well satisfied with that day’s work. Another day there came a Lama in gor-
geous vestments. *‘ The Gospel is precious,” he said, and he bought a copy
of the Christian Testament, an example which was at once followed by some
Corean by-standers ; so these books were destined to travel far afield,

But the most remarkable thing of all is, that the priests of the largest Im-
perial temple in Peking have actually allowed him, on payment of a trifling
sum, to rent space for a book-stall within the temple! He could scarcely,
at first, beiieve that they were in earnest, but so it proved, and now, on sev-

eral days in the week, Christian books are freely sold in the Lama temple,

i Mr. Murray has further extended his connection by a Bible-selling jour-
ney through Mongolia. Hiring a largc Mongolian cart drawn by a horse and
an ox, he discovered that his driver was a Lama priest, who thus became in-
. strumental in carrying the new doctrine into his own camp. One of the ear-
, liest customers was another Lams, who came desiring to purchase ‘the
. whole classic of Jesus,” and having obtained it, he hurried off to his tent,
| there to commence his studies without delay, while to the bringer of good
© tidings he sent a most patriarchal gift—a dish of milk, a large bowl of cream,
and a cheese.

That the books are not only bought, but also read, is a certainty of which
| there have been innumerable practical proofs, from the number of isolated
cases in which men have come from remote districts (or have there been
found by itinerant missionaries) having actually given up idolatry, and be-
com}e; practical Christians, without having come in contact with any human
teacher.

Some have even gone farther, and have even dared to declare to friends
and neighbours the truths which have dawned on their own minds.

C. F. GorpoN Cuxanc in the Sunday Magazine.

Mible Societp Wecorder.

TORONTO, 1sr APRIL, 1885.

BOARD MEETINGS.

The Board of Directu:s met on Tuesday, January 20th, at 7.30 p. m.,{the
Presiuent, the Hon. G. W. Allan, in the chair. The Rev. A. Gilray opened
the meeting by reading a portion of the Scriptures, followed by the Rev. H.
D. Powis leading in prayer. The minutes of the previous meeting were read
and confirmed. The Secretaries were instructed to write to the Bishop of
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Huron and the Rev. Dr. Buckley, of New York, asking them to address the |
Anniversary Meeting of the Society, in May.

The monthly cash statement, list of gratuities, agents and colporteurs’ re-
ports wsire submitted, and the meeting closed with prayer, led by the Rev. .
T. C. DesBarres.

The February meeting was held on the 17th, at the usual hour, the Hon.
W, McMaster in the chair..

The opening devotional exercises were led by the Rev. J. F. Sweeney.

The mirutes of the previous meeting being read and confirmed, the follow-
ing resolution in reference to the death of F. A. Bull, Bsq., was adopted —

‘¢ At their first meeting since the death of F. A. Ball, Esq, the Board of
Directors of the Upper Canada Bible Society desire to record their sincere
sorrow ab hie . emoval from their midst.

‘‘ He became a member of this Board in the year 1879, and although pre-
vented latterly, by ill health, from being a regular attendant at its meetings,
he took a much more than ordinary interest in the operations of the Society,
especially in the outlying parts of its field, and in the world-wide work of the
Parent Society. The Directors had hoped that renewed strength might be
given tohim, an-l that he might be a most valuable helper in the work for many
years. Butthey desire humbly to submit to the will of the Heavenly Father
who doeth all things well, and knoweth best where he needeth each of his serv-
ants. The Directors also desire to express their deep sympathy with his
widow and family, in their sore bereavement, and instruct the Secretaries
to send such expression with a copy of the above minute.”

The Secretaries read letters from the Bishop of Huron and the Rev. Dr.
Buckley, of New York, regretting their inability to be present at the Anai
versary of the Society, in May, and the Secretaries were instructed to write
to the Rev. Dr. Ridgaway, of Evanston, Ill,, and the Rev. Prof. Clark, of
Trinity College, asking them to speak on that occasion.

A letter from the Rev. F. W. Dobbs, President of the Kingston Bible So-
ciety, dated the 12th February, was read, proposing a union of that society
with the Upper Canada Bible Society, and asking that a delegate be sent to
the Annual Meeting of the Kingston Bible Society, who, if the proposal was
favourably viewed, should have full power to make the necessary arrangements.

After considering previous unofticial correspondence on the subject, which
the Permanent Secretary submitted, the following resolution was adopted,
on motion of Col. Moffatt, seconded by the Rev. John Burton :—

*“That the Board of Directors of the Upper Canada Bible Society, having
heatd the letter of the Rev. F. W. Dobbs, President of the Kingston Bible
Society, addressed to the Permanent Secretary of this Society, under date of
the 12th inst., and having also heard the previous unofficial correspondence
between the Rev. F. W. Kirkpatrick and their Permanent Secretary on the
subject of union, beg to agsure the Rev. Mr. Dobbs, and all their brethren

e




in the work of spreading God’s Holy Scriptures, and that they will gladly do
anything they can to mect the wishes of the brethren of the Kingston Society
so far as it will not lead to a complicativn of machinery or crganization which
has already proved so expensive and ineftective. The Board, therefore, to
meet one of the wishey exprussed, appoint the Rev. J. M. Cameron, Honor-
ary Secretary, to attend the public meeting of the Kingston Society, and after
conference with its Comimittee, should it appear practicable, to make, as far
as possible, arrangements for working the field, and report to this Board.”
The usual monthly reposts from Agents and Colporteurs, and statements

e e e e

led by the Rev. Prof. Gregg.
The Directors met again at the usual hour on the 17th March. The Presi-
dent, the Hon. G. W. Allan, in the chair. The meeting was opened by the

Rev. Mr. MecLeod reading from the Scriptures, the Rev. Mr. Botterill lead-
ing in prayer.

adopted, on motion of Rev. Mr. McLeod, seconded by Jumes Brown, Esq. ;
the President and several of the Directors speaking in the most fecling man-
© ner in praise of the estimable qualities of the deceased gentleman :

“ This Board. at its first meeting since the death of their much esteemed
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of the Kiugston Bible Suciety, that they will rejuice to be united with them .

of cash and gratuities were submitted, and the meeting closed with prayer, .

The following resolution in reference to the death of Col. Moffatt was |

co-Director, Colonel Moffutt, remembering his active participation in their :
last meeting, apparently in his usual health and strength, desire to place on
" record their deep sense of loss at his sudden removal. Apart from a grate- .
ful recognition of his services as a member of this Board since 1875, his un- '
wearied interest in its Standing Committee on Agency and Colportage, and '

 faithful endeavor for several years as Chairman of the Committee on the

distribution of Scriptures in Railway Cars and in Hotels, his co-Directors .
would express their appreciation of his constant conversation as being mark- -

edly that of a Christian gentleman. Unselfish in the performance of duty,
ever ready with a soldier’s promptitude, yet with a modesty that endeared,
in his removal the Board loses one of its most useful members, and the
Society on= of its most hearty friends. He, however, lives where the death
" shadow no more is cast, and in the affectionate memory of those who have
. had the nleasure of being associated with him in Christian work.
" “The Directors desire to sympathise with his widow and family in their
* sore bereavement, commending them to Him who comforteth, as none other
_ may, those who are in affliction. They also request the Secretaries to convey
to Mrs. Moffatt, and to her children, a copy of this resolution.”

Letters were read from the Rev. Dr. Ridgaway, of Evaunston, Ill,, and the
Rev. Prof. Clarke, of Trinity College, in this city, signifying their readiness to
speak at the annual meeting.

The Rev. J. M. Cameron reported the favourable result of his visit to
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Kingston to arrange the union of the Kingston Bible Society with the Upper
Canada Bible Society, and submitted a copy of the resolution, to that end,
passed by that Society at its annual meeting ; whereupon it was resolved, on
motion of James Brown, Eq., seconded by the Rev. Alex. Gilray :—

‘¢ That, having heard the Rev, Mr. Cameron’s report of his visit to Kings-
ton, and also the resolution passed by the Kingston Bible Society at its pub- |
lic general meeting, this Bourd desires heartily to welcome the Kingston
brethren into this Society, and would say that it is quite willing that the
Kingston Branch should continue to administer the Watkins bequest. i

“ The Directors also desire to express their earnest hop. and trust thut the |
cloger union thus bronght about will, by God’s blessing, really promote the |
more eftective working of Bible Society operations in Kingston and its neigh- '
bourhood, and so increase the spread of God's Holy Word.”

A vote of thanks to the Rev. Mr. Cameron was passed by the Board, for
the satisfactory manner in which he had conducted the negotiations between
the two Societies. )

The usual routine business was transacted.

The meeting was closed with prayer, led by the Rev. W. S. Blackstock.

DEATH OF F. A. BALL, ESQ.

Since the issue of our last munber the Society has lost two of its Direc-
tors, F. A. Ball, Esq. and Colonel Moftatl. Mr. Ball had been a member of |
the Board since the year 1879, and, aithough latterly unable to attend the
meetings, he always took a very lively interest in the operations of our own
Society, and of the parent Society. Only a few days before his death, when
all hope of recovery was gone, he sent a messaze to the Permanent Secretary
in reference to Bible Society miatters. He was born at Locust Grove, Niagara
in 1824, where his father, Mr. George Ball, had lived for many years, and .
where his brother, Mx. John W. Ball, one of our Society’s warmest and most
liberal friends, still lives. In 1851 he went to Australia and engaged in mer-
cantile pursuits. In 1855 he returned to Canada, and settled in Hamilton. .
In 1874, being appointed Managing Director of the British America Assurance
Company, he came to Toronto, and, under his management that Company
prospered in a very marked degree. In 1881 he became Manager of the
Toronto Branch of the London and Lancashire Insurance Co., which office
he held to the time of his death, which took place on Saturday, February 7th.
But for more than 2 year his health had been failing, and last summer he .
took a trip to England in hopes that it would do him good, and his fellow
Directors hoped that he would return with renewed strength, and that they |

' would have the bencflt of his counsel and liberal support for some timeto |

come. Ho was a Trustee of Wycliffe College, and will be missed by other

' institutions whose object is the spread of Evangelical truth. He leaves three

sons, the eldest of whom is the Rev. Clarence W. Ball, of the Diocese of
Huron. .
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DEATH OF COLONEL MOFFATT.

Tho sudden death of Colonel DMoffatt was a very great surprise and sorrow
to the Directors of our Society, and to all who knew him, for to know him
was to respect him. Not only was he one of the most constant attendants
at the Board meetings : but at the February meeting he was in their midst
appurently one of the halest and heartiest. He took much interest in the
business of that meeting, and moved the important resolution appointing
the Rev. Mr, Cameron to go to Kingston, to confer with the brethren there
in reference to their uniting with our Society, and after the meeting he had
a talk with the permanent Secretary about his taking a run up to Hamilton
to promote the placing of Bibles in railway conductors’ vans. But on Mon-
day, March 10th, he was unable to go to his office from a bad cold aftecting
his throat. This was relieved and he seemed quite better and wrote to Mr.
Allan on Tuesday that he would be back at his office in a few days. On
Wednesday forenoon, however, he was taken away very suddenly by an affec-
tion of the heart. He was born in Montreal, on the 6th of November, 1823,
being the fourth son of the Hon. George Moffatt, one of the leading men of
that city. He was educated at Aberdeen, Scotland. In 1845, he started on
a travelling tour in India and China, partly for pleasure, but also with a view
to going into business, if a favourable opportunity presented itself, However,

he was not intended for mercantile pursuits, and in 1847 he entered the army,
joining the Royal Canadian Rifles at Niagara. Some of our readers will
remember that this was a large regiment of the Queen’s regular army, made
up of picked men, who had served several years in other regiments. With
! the exception of two years, during which he served on General Rowan'’s staff,
? he was in the Canadian Rifles all his military life. Tn 1863 he took command
" of the Regiment as Lieut.-Colonel, and in 1868 he was promoted to the rank
! of full Colonel.
' Beingappointed Assistant Commissioner of the Canada Company in 1873, he
* settled in Toronto. From the beginning he shewed a deep interest in the
} Christian work geing on in the city, and he was ever ready with deeds, more
_ than words, to give 2 helping hand where he saw he could be of service. He
* became a member of the Board of Directors of our Society in 1875, and for
several years has been a member of the very important standing Commitice
on Agency and Colportage, and also Chairman of the Committee on the dis-
tribution of Scriptures in Railways and Hotels. In this latter capacity he
was ever ready to take any trouble that he thought likely to promote the
objects of the committee, and it was in this connexion that he proposed going
" up to Hamilton as above stated. As before indicated he was a man of deeds
~ rather than words, but the words he did use were good and forcible. A few
~ years ago when the last contingent of the Mounted Police were collected
- at the Fort, several Directors were sent up by the Board to distribute
* Bibles and Testaments among the men., They naturally selected Colonel
! Moffatt as their spokesman. He was very unwilling to undertake to speak,
! for his genuine modesty was as marked as his naturally handsome and

—— e e e

e A

.-

oom——



10 BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER.

dignified person and manner. At last he consented and all who heard him
were very much struck with the force and appropriateness of his address
to the men; it was thoroughly soldier-like and thoroughly Christian. He
took an active interest in several of the Christian efforts in the city,
especially the Waterside Mission, of which he was Secretary-Tredsurer,
and will be much imissed by those associated with him in such work.
When such  1pan is taken from our midst we cannot but feel sorrow and a
sense of loss, yet it is well to remember that all is under the controlling
hand of One who erreth not, and who maketh all things work together for
good to them that love Him.

SCRIPTURES FOR OCR VOLUNTEERS.

Many of our young men having been called upon, as Volunteers, to aid in
suppressing the insurrection in the North West Territory, the Directors of
the Society have felt it to be a privilege to present each of them with a
pocket New Testament. It was not possible, in many cases, to do this before
the men had left Toronto, but supplies of Testaments were sent by express
to Winnipeg, for distribution to the troops as they passed throngh that city.
The Winnipeg Branch algo ordered 1,000 Testaments to be used for the same
purpose.

SERVICES TO LINGUISTIC SCIENCE BY JMISSIONARIES AND
BIBLE SOCIETIES.

In his ““ Sketch of the Modern Languages of the East Indies,” Mr. R. N.
Cust, who is one of the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Suciety,
makes a handsome acknowledgment of the service rendered to linguistic
science by men whose aim has been to give the Scriptures to India. He
says:

To one class of labourers science is more indebted than to any other. 1
allude to the missionaries, both Protestant and Roman Catholic, who have
vied with cach other in letting light into dark places. The missionaries,
and their parent societies, felt from the first that their only course would be
to master the language spoken by the people; and that this lubour of the
pioneer might not be done over and over again by a succession of labourers,
to publish the results in the shape of grammars, vocabularies, and diction-
aries. With the missionaries, their usefulness and very existence depended
upon their being able to be understood by, and to understand, the humblest
classes on the roadsides and in the villages. Amoung the missionaries have
risen up great scholars like Caldwel!, John Wilson, Gundert, Carey, Bizan-
det, and Pallegoix, and useful grammarians such as Pryce, Skrefsrud, Has-
well, Mason, Flex, and others. In reckoning up the advantages to the East
Indies of the missionary bodies, we must not forget their substantial, uusec-
tarian, and benevolent, linguistic abours.

One great corporate body has done more than the State, more than private
individuals or servants of the State and has sustained the Protestant mission-
ariesin theirefforts : I allude to the British and Foreign Bible Socicty. Fet-
ting aside for the moment the great spiritnal and moral advantage of the wide
dissemination of 2 book so remarkable and unrivalled in excellence, to no other
book, of any kind whatever, at any period of the world, has it fallen to be
translated into such a variely of Oriental languages, and to be disseminated
so widely in such amazing numbers. As Luther’s Bible formed the standard -
of the previously unsettled High Germaa, and our own Bible became the
standard of modern English, so all over the East Indies, with the excephion
of the Philippines and French and Independent Annam, the translation of |
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the Scriptures is becoming the first, often the only, and always the typical,
representative of iangnages which previously were wholly unwritten, unculti-
vated, and destitute of phraseology for the expression of feelings and affec-
tions. In the great vernaculars, which already possessed a literature, the
Bible, if the selection of a translator was a fortunate one, has already helped
to fix the standard of purity and good linguistic taste ; in the other langua-

- ges, the Bible has been the first expression of the power of conveying ideas

to paper.
1t is a remarkable phenomenon, that the fountains of so many languages

" and dinlects should have been unsealed, just at the monient when the intel-
~ lectual, mechanical, and religious power of England and Holland were at

their height, ready to undertake a task of translating the Bible into scores of
languages, for which task, even if the opportunity had offered itself, English
scholars were last century as unfitted as the Spanish and Portugnese are even
now unfitied, and as unwilling to lend themselves to the task as the Italians,
French and Russians are even now unwilling.

MiSSIONARY ACHIEVEMENT.—A scholar, who has brought a previously
unknown and unwritten language under the eyes of Europe, or who has

¢ compiled a dictionary where none previously existed, or who has passed a

family of langnages under scientific review, has done a great work which is
worihy of honour and recognition from the state. The missionary able o
speak the languages of the people and teach the arts of peace, may, armed
with translations of the Bible in the languages of the people, prove to be the
best pioneer of civilization among the wild tribes of the frontiers of Bengal,
Assam, and Burma. The soldier, with his periodical expeditions, burning

* villages and slaughtering ignorant savages, has failed. The civit officer,

with his inelastic Jaw and his uncompromising revenue-dewand, has not suc-
ceeded. Let us try what the missionary, with the traunslation of the Bible
in one hand and implements of agriculture and domestic manufacture in the
stiier, can do towards the pacification, civilization, and christianizing of wild
nomads. A power of using the language of the people and of communicat-
ing to them in that language new ideas of right and wrong may do what the
sword and the policeman’s staff have (by the aid of interpreters) been un-
able to perform.

FURTHER EXTRACTS FROM MR. CUST'S WORK.

Two hundred and forty-three languages and 296 dialects are enumerated,
making a total of 539 varieties of human speech which are employed by the
natives of the Indies. Translations of the Bible, in part ot entirely, have
been made in sixty-cight of these tongues, only three of which were pubhsh-
ed before 1804.

DistiNcTioN BETWEEN Laxavaces axp Diankcrs —Assuming a language
to be the form of speech of a given population, we have to determine what
anount of dialectical variation constitntes a dialect of a language, and what
extreme degree of variation justifies the claim to Le a sister-langnage, in-
stead of a child-dialect. That variation way be of three kinds: (1) Vocab-
ulary; (2) Grammar; (3) Phonetics.

In dealing with forms of unwritten and uncultivated speech, new diftienl-
ties avise ; for clusters of clans are found speaking varying, yet obviously
kindred languages, and it is a great practical difficulty, whether these varia-
tions, m the absence of any superior or literary standard, are to be classed
a3 Janguages or dialects.  Again, clusters of tribes are fuund bearing one
general name 3 and yet, wpon enquiry, it is found that the component mem-
bers speak totally different and mutually unintelligible Ianguages.

It would be a mistake to s:ppose that a sharp line can be drawn as the
boundary of a lagunge.  Instances may oceur of half a town speaking one
language, and the other half another ; but ordinarily there is a gradual shad-
ing off of one lauguage intv another, if they are kindred languages ; or in the

———
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case of languages belonging to different families, the population of the transi-
tion or neutral zone is bi-lingual. Occasionally, where a great river sepa-
rates religion, race, and language, the line may be sharply drawn, as on the
Indus betwixt Peshawur and Rawulpundi of the Punjab province.
Micratiox.—No oné can fail to remark the singular protrusion of one
language-field into another; this can only be explained by examining care-
fully prepared physical maps, showing the hill and plain, and making out the

history of the strata of colonization.” The phenomenon of the Hindi-speak- |

ing wedge in the heart of Gondwana, south of the Nerbvdda, is explained by

the fact of the hardy and industrious cultivators of Hindostan having pushed
the Gonds out of their rich valleys into the mountain ranges. Probably the .

present peaceful occupation is the result of a lony struggle and bloody feuds,
of which no record remains ; and probably the hills and rivers and chief
settlements still bear Gond names, the imperishable record of the first set-
tlers, if indeed they were so, for it 1s not improbable that there were settlers
even anterior to the Gonds.

SussTiTUTION.—A fenture worthy of remark is the capricious chance, by
which some tribes have kept their lauguage and others have lost it. Mil-
lions of pagan non-Aryans have in the course of centuries passed into Hindoo-
ism or Mohammedanism, and adopted a new language. Some,however, have

managed to keeptheir language, Jaden with a great burden of loan-words :

from their neighbours, mére powerful and more civilized.

On the other hand, we have the phenomena of the vernacular of the con-

quering race assimilating so much of the grammar and vocabulary f the con-

quered as to be sensibly affected by them. The accession of culture froma -

superior race to an inferior is sometimes dangerous to the purity of a lan-
guage ; the great Dravidian languages have sufiered in this way by the larze
mfiltration of Sanskrit, though it is asserted by some that they in their turn
have influenced Sanskrit.

Tue Moruer ToNGue.—It is notorious that there exist in India domestic -

languages of im.nigrants, and that, in spite of an exile of several generations,

the women in their homes speak Arabic, or Persian, or Armenian, in fact, .

the languages of their forefathers. Again, there are in India large numbers
of Chinese, Arabs, and Africans, who come to India for a short or long time
and become practically bi-lingual, reserving their own language for their com-
patriots.

Tue Fururc.—What about the future?  As regards the peninsula of
Nearer India, scores of these languages will disappear under the pressure of
the magnificent Aryan vernaculars of Northern India, the Hindi, Bengali,
and Marathi, and the two great Dravidian vernaculars of Southern India, the
Tamil and Telugu, which will become the linguistic media of 200,000,000,
charged fully, perhaps immoderately, with loan-words from Sanskrit, Arabic,
Persian, and English. In these lauguages will be developed a new Anglo-
Indian culture, and perhaps a new religion.

The characters in which these languages will appear in the future is un-
certain, and there will probably exist, as now, two Northern varietics, the
Nagari and Bengali, and two Southern, the Tamil and Telugu, while the ad-
apted Arabic and the adapted Rowman characters will be largely used by the
state, the missionaries, the foreign communities, and all who stand outside
the great Brahminical religion.

If we are wise iu time, all those teeming millions, who are ready io pass
from paganism and savagery to some form of book-religion and civilization,
will be led gently into Christianity and the use of the Roman character ; their
language must depend upon the innate strength of their own non-Aryan form
of speech in the death-struggle which must take place with the great Aryan

vernaculars. It appears to me a waste of time and an impertinence, and an .
offence agaiust national rights, which should be respected by the strougest .
government in dealing with the weakest tribe, to attempt to introduce the

1
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English language, as a vernacular, in any part of India. It would be resent-
ed by a nation with any sense of freedom, and our mission in India is to lay
the foundation of civilization, religion, and freedom. The only place which
English ought ever to occupy, is that of an esteemed and acquired medinm
¢ of civilization and science.

As regards the Veninsula of the Farther India and the Archipelago, it is
hard to form any linguistic horoscope. The great vernaculars of Burmese,
Siamese, and Annamite will probably dominate on the Continent, and Malay
* and Javanese in the Islands, for these two last only have received into their
- fibres that infiltration of Aryan and Semitic strength which will enable them

to supply a medinm of culture. For Malay, as for Hindustani, a magnifi-
cent future may be anticipated among the great speech-media of Asia and
the world.  They manifest that capacity for the absorption and assimilation
of foreign elements, which we recognize as making English the greatest ver-
nacular the world has cver seen.
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IST. HYMN.

VHE heavens declare Thy glory, Loxd, L.M.
In every star Thy wisdom shines ;
But when our eyes behold Thy word.
‘We read Thy name in fairer lines.

The volling sun, the changiug light,
And night and day, Thy power confess ;.
But the blest volume Thou hast writ,
Reveals Thy justice and Thy grace.

. Sun, moon, and stars convey Thy praise,

Round the whole earth, and neveyr stand ;
So when Thy truth began its race,
It touched and glanced on every land.

Nor shall Thy spreading gospel rest,

Till through the world Thy truth has run;
Till Christ has all the nations blest,

That see the light or feel the sun.

. Great Sun of Righteousness, arise,

Bless the dark world with heavenly light ;
Thy gospel makes the simple wise,
Thy laws are pure, Thy judgments right.

2ND. j"IY]ViN.

. ( WORD of God, Incarnate, 6. 7.

0! Wisdom froin on high,
O} Trrth unchanged, unchanging,
O Light of our dark sky !
We praise Thee for this compass
That o'er life’s troubled sea,
BIid mists, and rocks, and quicksands,
Still guides, O Christ, to Thee !

The Church from her dear Master
Received the gift divine,
And still the light she lifteth
O’er all the earth to shine.
Tt is the priceless casket
Where gems of truth are stored ;
1% is the heaven-drawn picture
Of Christ, the living Word !




3. 0t make Thy Church, dear Saviour,

A lamp of burnished gold,

To bear before the nations
Thy true light as of old;

* 0! teach Thy wandering pilgrims

By this their path to trace,

Till, clouds and darkness ended,
They see Thee face to face.

4, O} Father, by Thy mercy,
And by Thy Spirit's grace,
May we abide for ever
On this sure resting place; -
And pass from life’'s long battle,
To Thy blest home of love,
And see, in heaven's own radiance,
Jerusulem above.

$RD. ﬂYMN.

1. | ET everlasting glories crown,
4 Thy head, my Saviour and my Lord
Thy hands have brought salvation down,
Aund writ the blessing in Thy word.

In vain our trembling conscience seeks
Some solid ground to rest upon ;

Witk long despair our spirit breaks,
Till we apply to Thee alone.

Lo

3. How well Thy blessed trnths agree!
How wise and holy Thy commands!
Thy promises how firm they be!
How firm our hope and comfort stands !

4. Should all the forms which men devise

Assault my faith with treacherous art,

I’li call them vanity and lies, A
And bind Thy Gospel to my heart.




