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EDITORIAL COMMENTS.

LITERARY STANDARDS.

We offer to our readers in this issue the first of a
serics ofarticles on the leading Universities of both
the old world and the new, which we hope to publish
suceessively in the numbers of the FORTNIGHTLY vet
10 appear.

The different gentlemen who have been approached
Ly the editors on the subject have kindly expressed
their willingness to coutribute to this series, which tnus
promises to be both entertaining and instructive, and
the articles as contributed will be based largely if not
altogetlier on the writer's personal cexperience at the
-arious educational institutions which they describe.

Thearticles themselves, as will appear on perusal, are
of a comparative as well as of a descriptive nature, and
the teaching methods of the various universities in their
different Facultics will be carefully compared with our
own, in so far as the natural differences of country and
foundation will permit.  McGill is indeed fortunate
in having representatives of these famous foreign
universitics as members of her teaching staff, many
of whom have, in addition to their outside quali-
fications, laid the foundations of their subsequently
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attained specialized knowledge inthe halls of our owt
university, and under the able tuition of those who still
so competently fillthe pusitions they have long upheld.

As contributions to the FORTNIGHTLY, these articles
are also possessed of the highest value, as they must
naturally tend to raise the literary standard of our
journal, and this elevation is one of the things that all
having the bestinterests of the University atheart must
welcome as adding to the importance and influence of
the paper, not alone in the immediate college world
where it circulates most largely, butalso in other educas
tional centres where it finds its way as an exchange.

The editors sincerely hope that ther cfforts in this
direction will be appreciated by the University men in
geueral, and that their enthusiasm for College jour-
nalism will increaseas the literary worth of the con-
tributions * ccomes more pronounced. We in McGill
are now in a position to rise above the miere chroni-
cling of the happening of Jocal events. coupled with
trivial personals ; and although this department should
certainly not be neglected, but on the contrary should
be cleverly and properly represented, stitl, the main
portion of this, as of cvery other paper that aspiresto
any definite degree of importance in its own proper
sphere, should in our opinion be devoted to the public.
ation of articles of a sufficiently great literary merit to
justify to the outside world, who may care to interest
themselves in such matters, the undoubtedly high
opinion which they already hold of the general culture
and attainments of the students of this great educational
iustitution of the Canadian metropolis.  The work of
coutribution and selection certainly requires the ex-
peuditure of agreat deal of both time and care ; but when
we see what has already been accomplished by our
sister universitics—or.as politicians may dictate, cousin
universitics—across the border line. notwbly in Harvard,
with whose journals and journalists we have conte into
pursonal contact, there seems no justifiable reason why
such excelleuce should notat least be attempted by the
students of our own Canadian universities.

This long dissertation may appear to he put in an
over-scrious strain, and yet surely the thought has long
cre this occurred to many others interested. s has
been said before, the wark of a college is ina large
measure judged by its press, and if this be truly the
case, then all clevation of standard, every advance
toward literary excellence must be favorably regarded
as approaching that position of gencral efficiency and
importance which we all must heartily desire and
which each should do his utmost to heighten and
foster.
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CONCERTS.

The Banjo Club's concert. on Friday the 20th inst.,
will be an inpovition for McGill in more ways than
one. Not only is it the first time that a McGill Banjo
Club has called for the support of fellow-students and
city friends in so large an undertaking, but also are
we now first afforded an opportunity to show our
hospitality and  good fellowship to delegates from a
sister university i the United States.  There will be
thirty or more in the party from the University of
Vermont, who furnish half the programme on Friday
evening, and they willbe entitled to judge of Canadian
universities and Canadian hospitality by the reception
they receive at the hands of MeGill, so the Banjo Club
hopes that the Faculties will all turn out in force 2o
give them a genuine Canadian welcome.

The programime, which came out at the beginning
of the week, shows a most attractive list of items,
comprising solos, duetts, glees and concerted instru-
mental music to be rendered by the Vermont and McGilt
men in turn; and it promises a pleasant cvening's
enjoyment to all who attend the concert at the Windsor
Hall, on Friday evening.

Our sister wniversity of Bishop's College  has
resolved to enter the college world of journalism with
the advent of the new year, and our cditor fuas been
commnunicated with by Mr. A, Henry Moore «i that
institution with the purpose of obtaining information as
toa certainamount of the detail connected with the
ruuning of a college paper, a kvowledge of which is
most necessary 1o the proper inception of such an cifort,
and the detail of which is only to be obtained by alarge
amount of that process known as ** rubbing clbows with
old Dame Experience.” We have gladly given this
information to the best of our abiZfty, and hope that our
worthy friends will not be deterred from carrving out
their projected enterprise by the apparent difficulties
which may at first scem insurimountable.

We in McGill can perhaps be but considered as again
at the ® experimental stage ;™ but still we confidently
hope and have reason to expect that our stability has
been firmly established.

Good Juck. Bishops, in this (as far as we are aware)
vour first really important journalistic enterprise. You
have our sympathy and, if necessary, our support in all
vour endeavors: and should the paper become as the
politicians say—a real five issuc—kindly accept the
FORTNIGHTLY as one of your home list of exchanges.

The winter months succeed cach other in rapid
succession ; Christmas examinations are things of the
past, and the sessional troubles are sl events of the
future, so that the energy of the Univemsity should
and undoubtedly does direct itself imto the chanunels
of out door sport and in-door recreation.  In this con-
nection we wounld claim the attention of all to the
opportunitics which are afforded by the Athletic Club
Houe. at the back of the mountain, where in the past
so many dclightful evenings have been spent by the
men of the University. Scicice leads the van, and is,

we believe, to have a steeple-chiase with this old snow-
shoers, retreat as a rendes vous.  Well done, Science!
A move in the right direction ! Some winters ago the
opportunity to take full advantage of membership to
this lhospitable institution was given us by the kind-
ness and thought of private individuals., This year
arrangements can surely be made by the Students to
procure for themselves the advantages which such
membership affords, and a repetition of the jolly
evenings which some of us remember will probably be
enjoyed by numbers of the newer members of the
different Faculties who have not as yet enjoyed the
pleasures which the Montreal Athletic Club House
offers to those who care to pay it a visit.

A GERMAN UNIVERSITY.
HEIDELBERG.

Volumes might be written and have been written on
the gre & universities of Germany, which though by
no means free from faults, have so many and great
excellencies that year after year they continue to
attract to them great ntunbers of students from all
parts of the civilized world.

The task of presenting a general review of these
excellencies and defects I shall have to leave to another,
and cndeavor here to confine my remarks wmore
particularly to one of these great seats of learning—
the University of Heidelberg.

Heidelberg may be considered as a typical German
University—not so large as Berlin or Munich on the one
hawd, with 8,340 or 3,350 students respectively, nor £o
small as Jena or Freiburg on the other, with only 610
and 383 respectively—it had Iast summer 1,076 students
with a teaching staffof 120, Like most of the twenty-
otte German Universities, Heidelberg has five faculties
—Theology (Protestant), Law, Medicine, Philosophy
and the facuity of Natural Science and Mathematics.
QOfthe total number of students last summer 73 were
studying theology, ahout 250 were matriculated in the
faculty of Law. and an cqual number in Medicine,
while the rest were attending lectures in the faculties
o} Philosophy, Natural Science and Mathewmatics.

Situated in the northern portion of the Grand Duchy
of Baden, where the beautiful little Neckar, after wind-
ing its way through the romantic forests of the
woumnainous district known as the Odenwald, sudden-
ly enters the wide and fruitful plain constituting the
valley of the Rhine, encircled in part by the precipitous
cliff Iying on cither side of the Neekar. but in recent
years commencing to spread out into the Rhine valley,
surrounded on all sides by verdure, the licights above
the city crowned by the castle. one of the most impos-
ing and magaificent ruins in all Europe, Heidelberg
in summer can compare in beauty with any spot in the
whole world.  The town is also of great historic
interest. It was formerly tlic scat of the Electors of
the Palatinate, and the emblem of the Palatinate, the
lion, is still to be seen surmounting the fountain in the
University Square  To Euglishmen it has the further

interest that one of these eclectors, Frederick V,
marred Elizabeth daughter of James I of Eugland,
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wlnle the prominent part which he played in the
Thirty-Years' war led to the repeated pillage and
destruction of the town,

Although a small town of ouly 32,000 inhabitants, it

is wealthy as compared with most German towns of its

. . . 4
size, and is now a great resort of people of fashion and of -
" having once matriculated anywhere may pass from one

tourists innumerable.  The university is a state in-
stitution belonging to the Grand Duchy of Baden, and
is the oldest university in Germany, having recently
celebrated its sooth ammiversary.
fashionable University, and most of the clegant young
gentlenien who enter on anacdemic coursein Germany
endeavor to study (2?) at least one term in Heidelberg.
Here the distinctive student life is perhaps best scen.
The students belonging to the various Corpsand Ierdin
dungen are seen everywhere, with their hats of brilliant
colors and diverse shapes.  Here also are ducls in
abundance, and the best beer without stint, to those
who wish them.

The same general arrangements and methods are
found in all the Universitics of Germany, so that what
may be said of one of them refers with some few modi-
fications to all,

A student from any English-speaking country, on
first going to a German University, will be impressed
by the fact that it is scarcely possible for two institu-
tions of learning to differ from oue aunother more than

Another fact which alwaysimpresses a foreigner is the
continutous movement of students from one University
to another. All the Universities are practically on the
some level of scholarship, the larger differing from
the smaller in having a greater number of teachers
rather than more eminent ones. MHence students

University to another, spending oneor more terms in

- each and thus get the best that each can afford. A

It is morcover the

o e —- o — s

a German, and an English oran American University. |
In one point this difference would be less noticed by a ¢

student from McGill, seeing that neither at MceGill nor
in Germauy do the students reside in college build-
ings, and in neither case do the University authorities
undertake to make themselves responsible for the
student’s behavior when not in College.  In Germany,
however, if the student goes so far as to make an
actual disturbance or inany way break the law of the
land, the University police escort him to the University
jail, where he languishes (2) till such time as the
University judge deems him “ to have truly repented
his former naughty life.”

The English-speaking student will find that there is
no matriculation examination, no  division into
“years,”’ no compulsory attendaunce, no regular courses
Iaid down, no stated times forexamination,—in fact, no
examinations at all except the great and final one at
the conclusion of his course of study--

He will also find that no more money than is
absolutely necessary is spent on buildings, while very
large amounts are spent in equipment and in securing
the services of the mostable teachers.  In this way old
buildings, which though not panticularly convenient
will nevertheless servethe purposes of the University,
are often secured, aud new buildings when erected are
scattered about in different parts of the town, often a
considerable distance apart; thus the University

buildings have not the imposing appearance often
presented by those of seats of learning elsewhere.

This is onc of the points which serve to explain why |
the small Universities of Germany, with but limited
means at their command, outstrip so many of the more
wealthy aud more advantageously situated universities
of othier countries.

i

- hie has been required to write his name.

'

German student rarely spends his whole time at any
one University. He frequently matriculates at one
and graduates at another.

‘This also has a remarkably stimulating influence on
the professors of the Universities, for if any one of them
becomes careless or “ fossilized,” his students desert
him for someone else, and as this leads to a marked
diminution in his income he endeavors by all the means
in his power to avoid such a contingency. Inthis way
a state of affairs which often amounts to a perfect curse
in other Universities is in a great measuse guarded
against.

Let us suppose astudent having reached Heidelberg,
and secured his rooms, wishes to enter the University.
He first goes to the office of the University and
deposits his papers.

If he be a German student he must present a certificate
that he has passed his final examination ina * Gym-
nasium” or * Realschule,”” which correspond to our
High Schools, but which carry * the student much
further. Such an examination would be at least
equivalent to that of our intermediate examination in
Arts, and every German student must thus have a good
general education before he enters the University at
all.

If the student he a foreigner, he presents his Passport
and Bachelor's Diploma. The latter is not absolutely
necessary for entrance, but the requirements are strict
if the student wishes subsequently to proceed to a
degree.

Having deposited these with his fee, the student is
notified that lhe must present himself before the
Prorector at a certain time, when his papers are
examined, and if found satisfactory he signs the
University register and has given to him two most
important documents: first, a Legilimations Karte ;
and second, an Anmeidungsbuch.

The formeris a card somewhat larger than a visiting
card, bearing the arms of the University, and on which
On the
reverse are a seriesof printed instructions, the most im-
portant of which is that hie must always carry this card

t on his person and produce it whenever it is demanded

by the town or university police. It serves to identify
him, and the Univefsity, having an independent juris-
diction of its own, secures him against all municipal
arrest, and marks him as a citizen of the University.
Having this card in his pocket our student may
cheerfully proceed to celebrate his matriculation,
knowing that in cvent of any undue hilarity the
municipal police will merely demand his card, which
they will hand to the University authorities with their

- report, and in the course of the next few days he will
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be informed by one of the University Pedelle that he has
been tried and condemned by the U niversity authorities
to pay a fine of one or two marks (Lwenty-five or fisty
cents), or to go to the University jail for a certain
number of days.

Most students try to get put in thejail for a day or
two, it being a charming relic of mediceval times, and it
is always a critical matter to decide just what oflence
should be committed to avoid a mere fine on the one
hand and an unduly prolonged period of imprisonment
on the other. An English acquaintance of mine, after
much consideration, belicved that he had devised a
proper course, and walking down the Aanptshasse one
night hammered violently on a great iron shutter with
a heavy stick.  So far his plan was excellent, but when
the policeman came to inguire into his reasons for this
remarkable proceeding. he committed the further offence
of requesting him politely to convey himself to a place
which shall be nameless, in consequence of which pro-
ceeding he found himself obliged to spend the greater
part of the following week in thee areer, and thus made
a much more thorough acquaintance with that institu-
tion than he had desired to do,

To return, however, from this digression, the student
would also have presented to him an anmelduny sbuck.
This is about the size of an ordinary copy book, and con
tains about half a dozen pages, one for each semester,
in which all the lectures he hears and the demonstra-
tions, etc., which he attends are entered and certified to.
It is necessitated by the custom mentioned above, of
the students dividing their course among several uui-
versities. It shows at once where the student has been
and how he has employed his time during cach semes-
ter of his course.

He next goes to a bookscller and purchases a copy
of the little pamphilet published by cach university every
term, in which a complete list of all the courses of lec
tures, etc, to be delivered during the term are given,
2s well as hours at which they will be delivered, and
from this selects those he wishesto attend.

In orderto give an idea of the number and variety of
these courses it may be stated, that during the past
semester at Heildelberg the following number were ad
vertised in the several faculties :—

THEOlOZY ceevsrene cornrensurenrsntanones o

-
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Some of these arc comparatively clementary introduc-
tory courses, while others are of the most advanced char-
acter, giving the most recent results of the most modern
investigations, often carried out by the lecturer himself.
Some of them occupy only one hour a week, wlile
others occupy au hour or even more daily.  As an exam-
ple of the thoroughness with which a subject is some-
times treated, it may be mentioned that last semester in
Heidelberg, Rosenbusch lectured seven hours aweek on
Petrography, a single branch of Geology, and was even
then obliged to curtail his treatment of portions of the
subject. Having selected oue or several courses of lec-

tures, the student waits on the several professors, and has
them make the required entrics in his anmeldungsbuch
which he then takes to the ‘Treasurer of the university
and pays hisfees, which vary with the nember of cour-
ses taken, but are always moderate.  He then enters
regularly on his work. The style of the lectures of
course vary in the case of the several lecturers, butas a
rule they are delivered much more rapidly than is cus-
tomary with us. It is by no means unusual for But-
scheli, when lecturing on comparative anatomy, 1o
speak so rapidly that he is obliged to pause at times to
take breadh. Woe to the “student in such cases who
has not a sufficient knowledge of German 1o write it
fluently. It is impossible for him to take full notes in
Eunglish, as no one can translate mentally with sufficient
rapidity and accuracy to accomplish this. The lectures
are however always well illustrated by an abundance
of drawings, maps, specimens, ete. Jectures com.
mence at 7 a.m. and close at § p. m. The celebrated
Buusen, when Professor of Chemistry at Heidelberg, al-
ways lectured from 7 till $ a. m.  In the faculties of
Natural Science and Medicine the formel lectures are
delivered as much as possible in the early part ol the
morning and the latter part of the afternoon, so as to
leave the day clear for work in the Laboratory or Hos-
pital, which effects great cconomy of time.

Much might be added did space permit concerning
many peculiarities in connection with the lectures which
are always delivered with a certain state, such a thing
asa disturbance of any kind in a class-room being un-
known, almost unimaginable ina German university.
‘The academical year, unlike ours, is divided into two
approximately equal terms or Seaesters, a smnmer and
awinterone.  The former commences about the end of
April and lasts till the early part of August, while the
Jatter Legins towards the close of October and lasts till
March.

The student remains about three)years at the Univer-
sity, but if not diligent may require a much loager time
to qualify himself for his degree.  Onestudentat Heid-
elberg used to be known as Der Ewige or the Rverlast-
ing, having spent no less than seventeen semesters at
the University. Such cases, however, present a remark-
able example of the working of the Emersonian Law
of compensation, for according to the Beer Code, the
“oldest” student takes precedence of all others in
“*“ Kneips™ as similar convivial gatherings, which, cou-
stituting asthey doa not inconsiderable porticn of stu-
dent life, confers on the gentleman in question a sort
of regal state.

Examinations take place ounly at the close of the stu-
dents’ studics. One degree is granted in each faculty,that
of Doctor. In order to obtain this, the student must first
submit a lengthy thesis on somesubject connected with
the branch of leamning to which his studies have been
more especially directed. This must embody the re-

sults of his own rescarch, gencrally carried out under
the Professor’s immediate supervision, and must afford
proof that lie can carry out independent and original
rescarch in his own subject at least.  Success in a Ger-

man university is at every step based on man’s original
research.
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The thesis having been found satisfactory the stu-
dent is admitted to examination. ‘Lhis may be held at
the beginning, middle or end of a term, and covers three
distiret subjects to which the student has devoted his
attention while in the university. T'he examination
is always ofva voce, and lasts at least two hours. It is
held by the several Professors in the presence of the
Dean of the Faculty, and is also conducted with much
ceremony. It successful in this also, the candidate re-
ceives his degree.  Of this there are four distinct grades
knowu respectively as :—

Summa cum laude.
Magna cum laude.
Cum laude.

Rite.

The highest is very seldom taken, the second is con-
sidered very good, while the Germans have a saying
that hie who takes the lowest proves thereby that he is
an ass.

From what has been said it will be seen that a Ger-
man University is what we would call a Post Graduate
institution. It does not occupy the same position as
the Universities clsewhere. It aims at giving special
and advanced instruction in a few subjects to a student
who has already laid down a good foundation of know
ledge. Noue of the practical applications of science are
taught, these being regarded as belonging to the domain
of the techenical school ; a forcigner can therefore study
with profit in Germany only after e has completed 2
regular course on one of the universities or colleges
in his native land.

FRANK D. ADAMS.

TO MOUNT ROYAL

Fair mount,
Thou art but oue small writthkie an eartli's broaw
And vet I'ove thee mnd admiire thee too.
1 love thee for the beauties thou dost bear
\Vithin thy Ieafy bosom, those fair plades
Where oft my boyhood has the day beguiled,
From when the susn dancing amid the twigs
Spangled thy grassy carpet underneath
\With golden tiles, until that sune bright orh
Sank glowing down and left thee dark and cold,
But lovely still, only the light was gone
That served thy myriad beanties to reveal.
And so I loved thee, as I love thee still,
And steay with pleasure through thy leafy groves,
Or view the landscape from thy rocky top.
Hut when I gaze upon the bustling strects
And old St. Lawreunce rolling grandly by,
My feelings change, my mind is filled with awe,
And admiration takes the place of love.
Four hundred years ago when Cartier came,
And toiling to thy summit graced its crown
With his rude cross, then wert thout consoled
Beantiful too, wilder perchance than now,
As yet untainted by a city's smoke,
Thy only visitant the hunter rud.
Close at thy base betwixt thee and the shore,
Amid a sca of waving maple trees,
The Indian village Hocliclaga stood.
This thou hast scen flourish and pass away
And in its ashes rise our city proud
Replaciug both the village and the wood.
Oft has thy turf bespattered been with blood
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Of Indian murder or of battle fierce

The Lion at thy feet the Lilies crushed

And on thy slope France signed this land away.
Full are thy stones of memories of the past !
And so I stand and wonder at the deeds

Of history which tliou dost for me renew

Until a fuller tone swells in my mind.

And, like awaking on a chasm’s brink,

I pass beyond the limits of man's past

Aud 1ok on thine, that vast abyss of years
Through which thy head, once towering far aloft
And tossing molten rock aud floods of flame
High into air, has felt the fuward fire

Grow weaker with the swift succeeding years ;
Aud, worn by floods and tempest, fire aud storm,
‘Thy crest has lowered till no more thou stand’st
A giant of the earth.  They call thee now

Only a hill, whereas thy very height

Proclains thy former greatness and thine age.
But as to-day hereafter wilt thou stand

Through years to come while still the sun doth shine.
The world of men around thy nuheeding feet
Will rise and fall like surges on a bheach,

Whilst thiou shalt stand in majesty sublime,
Admired and loved by others as by me.

TROJANUS.

SOME ASPECTS OF EDUCATION.
The Aunual Lecture delivered to the members of the women's
Delta Sigma Society of McGill College, Dec., 1892, by Prof.
Chas. IX. Moyse.

Reminiscences of my life as a wutor anda senooi-
master have determined me to address you on some
aspects of elementary and of advanced education. I
hope to make my remarks point towards one centre of
thought, expressed by Herbert Spencer in 2 manner
which serves our purpose admirably, because the lan-
guage used cannot be misundertood or explained away.
It is the language of settled conviction, language sv
cmphatic that it seems tostand out from the rest of the
page as if written in capital letters.  Herbert Spencer
is treating the subject of education, and closes a para-
araph in which he attacks the English public schools
with the following statement, which covers the ground of
wider investigation : " T'he vital knowledge,”” he says,
*¢ that by which we have risen asa nation towhatwe are
and;which now underlies our whole knowledge exist-
euce, is a knowledge that has got itself taught in nooks
and corners, while the ordained agencies for teaching
have been mumbling little ¢lse but dead formulas.” This
accusation is a sweeping one. Do the ordained, in
many cases the national agencies for teaching, cling to
dead formulas yet? Are our schools and colleges in
bondageto the past,or havethey awakened to theimport
ance of the present?  The educational world has not
stood still since those words were written, now between
thirty and forty years ago. It has been moving, and
moving along the path that Herbert Spencer advocates
in obedience to thie modern scieatific impulse of which
his own philosophy is a’ profound and wide-reaching
result. In presence, then, of the countless victories of
science which are borne inon us like a grand revela-
tion, we may profitably thiuk about the new life and
the new training. We may ask ourselves whether dead
formulas were not living formulas once, and whether,
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as living fmmuhs they have not Larru.d men to thc
highest levels of moral and intellectual and physical
achievement.  All are agreed that the aim of educa-
tion is to interpret life, and to enable the individual to
live with the greatest possible benefit to himself and
his fellows. It is when weask what is understood by
life and what is the relative value of its various aspects
that we are met with every shade of opinion. The
educational  world seems to be divided into hostile
camps.  ‘There is a conflict between literature and
seience,  As to literature, and its instrument language,
the battle between ancient and modern, humorously
deseribed by Swift, rages along the whole educational
ling, and German and French are pitted against Greek
and Latin.  Even among the sciences themselves all is
not peace. The so-called concrete seiences, which have
made such remarkable progress in recent years, are
striving to diminish the ground long occupicd by pure
mathematics in the cducational world. The outcome
of all this turmoil no man can foresce ; perhaps discus-
sion will never cease ; perhaps, as Sainte Beuve some-
where says, there will come an age when people will
write no more.

Andnow let us turn to some of the ordained agencies
for teaching, and see if the results in English, for in-
stance, are what they ought to be.  Not long ago the
newspapers gave a picce of information which disclosed
an extraordinary state of things. Some educational
vacancy had to be filled in Ontario, and many of the
candidates who applied for it were unable to spell
correctly.  Of course. severe reflections on the method
of teachiag English in schouls and colleges followed.
To the popular mind, Universities are places where the
defects of clementary cducation should be remedied,
and scarcely anything more.  But they were not reme-
dying these defects. They were allowing men to take
a degree  without requiring that standard in ortho-
graphy which schools, even of a low grade, ought to
attain and to exact. By some writers comparisons
were made between our  system and those of other
nations. A\ boy taught at Eton or Rugby was credited
with ability to spell English correctly i virtue of his
classical training. The attention he had to give to
verbal forms and shades of thought, as well as to scho-
larly translation and to prose and verse composition,
was the cause of his being able to write his own
language respectably. It was maintained, on the other
hand, by those who look on classics with distrust, that
the time spent in acquiring a perfectly uscless know-
ledge of Latin and Greek was precisely the oot of the
whole c¢vil. Al the fault findings and attacks, how
ever. scenied to converge in a demand for the teaching
of more English composition—too much English com-
sition was impossible.

I repeat that this is an odd state of things and an
unpardonable one.  That colleges should permit men
to graduate who cannot spell words which belong to
the or(?mnr_\' vocabulary of our language admits of no
excuse.  Bad spelling s the one sure mark of the
illiterate.  Now and then geniuses spell badly, as a
student once reminded me when he was trying to
excuse some glaring blunder he had made ; but gen-

iuses are not lhc chief concern ofac.ulumc lcglslntlon.
Why colleges do not take a firmer stand in regard to
this question might well be asked.  The reply would
likely be made that the fear of unpopularity and dim-
inished numbers following on increased requirement
had induced existing leniency. And, truly, the constant
reference made to numbers is wearying ; the pro
minence given to them when higher things ought to be
spoken of is undignified.  If a University takes care of
itself, if it develops its power in the light of all thatis
best and soundest, guards its intellectual life with
jealousy and does not waste it watches keenly what is
taking place elsewhere, and does not languish in an
atmosphere that fails to invigorate, the numbers will
take care of themselves  “Two diametrically opposite
causes produce the same result. A degree that is very
casy to obtain will be obtained by many—a degree that
carries its weight with it, the world over, will besought
by many. But before the first step can be taken
towards that degree, the average man should bte
required to show that he ean write his own language
intelligently and grammatically. Indeed, the very
leniency of which I spoke just now may be due to the
feeling that the simple practical use of English is, after
all, an affair of the school. And let me add in regard
to entrance at college, that one of two courses must be
followed strictly. On the one hand. the old custom of
the Scotch Universities. of Edinburgh and Glasgow, for
for example—a custom which tiwey have recently and
mostwiscly forsaken—might be adopted aud no entrance
examination required, of the general student ; or, on
the other hand,if an entrauce examination is required,
there should be no loopholes by means of which ignor
ance can enter and get itself established on a regula-
academic footing. Better that a palpably weak portion
of the gencral academic body should be got rid of than
that it should depress the vitality of the whole, eve
though numbers might be diminished for the time or
the exceptional cases in which ignorance is not due
to inability be left to shift for themselves. What is
axacted of the matriculant at present, average ability
can soon acquire.

But to return to the lower ordained agencies for
teaching—the schools, and to the teaching of English,
which belongs to the living formulas of modern
systems of education. In some respects old times and
old mecthods, older than many persons imagine, are
being reverted tonow. Inone respect the modern world
differs cotirely from the intellectual centre of the
ancient, so far as education is coucerned. A Greek
youth was never asked to trouble himself with any
language but his own ; Egyptian or Thracian did not
enter into the Greek curriculum.  The languages of
barbarians—and barbarians were called barbarians on
the ground of spcech merely—were left to barbarians.
If barbarians wished to hold converse with Greeks,
they had to learn sufficient Greck for the purpose.
And thus it came to pass that men, who spoke one of
the must subtle and powerful tongues which any nation
ever used, were not good linguists. At any rate, there
is evidence to show that when in the course of history
the Greek had to make himself familiar with Latin, he

Sh KL




S o R 2

—— ]

McGILL FORTNIGHTLY. 93

found great difficulty in doing so. We may perhaps
teel inclined to congratnlate the Greek because he had
nothing to do with foreign languages; we ought cer-
tainly to congratulate him in that his language was, as
compared with ourown, rational in respeet of the value
of letters or symbols.  He had not to wrestlewith such
old forms as dough, daughter, laughter, hough, tough
and trough, spelled as they are with what appears to be
a large waste of letters, and hinting to the student of
language that they may conceal some important prin-
ciple of sound-change, into which it is beyond our pur-
pose just now to inquire. ‘They puzcle our own youtl,
and no doubt they will for the sake of youth be made
phouetic before long.  The foreigner is pleased to hold
them up to ridicule, for they puzzle him still more ; yet,
if he is inclined to blame us for our spelling, he ought
to bless us for giving him rational gender. How many
English men who speak French—an irrational lan-
guage in the same particular as our own—and German,
and speak them fluently, have mastered the difficulties
of their genders? Our language was phonetic once and,
on the whole, uniform in spelling, subsequently it was
largely phionetic but not so uniform—hence we meet
with the same word spelt in different ways according
to the humor of the scribe, still later it became
uniform not phonetic. So, that when we advocate
phonetic spelling, we are, in reality, advocating an old
state of things and not a new one. However, the
modern world is unlike the Greek world, as I said a few
moments ago. In the modern world the question of
modern languages is an cternal question, like the
Eastern question ‘in history. IHow has Eunglish stood
in regard to it? The answer leads us to record, and a
few facts may prove interesting.

Of study in the old purely monastic schools, nothing
need be said. Our concern is rather with the old
endowed Grammar schools which were intended to
educate the children of citizens or townsmen. One of
the carliest of the endowed Grammar schools, in
England is the Free School at Derby, founded before
1162. Yet it is not with such schools as that of Derby,
which, with about twenty others, belongs to the pre-
Reformation period, that we have to do.  We pass to the
post-Reformation Grammar schools. and are watching
for the first scholastic mention of the study of Euglish,
in lorder to examine its tenor. It is worth while to
notice that before this mention appeared, Greek had
found a place in the Grammar-school curriculum. The
first teachier to &, ouituce the study of Greck into the
English public school was William Lilly, who was
made the first head-aster of St. Paul’s school in Lon-
don about the year 1510, so that Greek in school life
has now a history of nearly four hundred years. Strange
enough, the first head-master of the Merchant Taylors
School in London, Richard Mulcaster, gives what is
perhaps the earliest schiolastic refercuce to the study
of English in public schools. Ile was made head-master
in 1561, and published the first part of his Elementarie
in 1582. In the interval between Lilly and Muleaster
appeared Roger Ascham’s Toxophilus, a work intended
to revive the pursuit of archery then falling into decay.
The Toxophilus is noteworthy in the history of

Linglish, because in the preface Ascham vindicates his
use of Vnglish instead of Latin which he might have
been expected to anploy.  Wishing the book to be
popular, he had written it in the vulgar tongue, even
though his reputation as a learned man might thereby
suffer.  But this is by no means all.  In Ascham’s
eyes English of and in itself is a good language,
demanding care in its use and capable of supplying all
that an author needs.  ‘This attitude of an exalted pro-
fessional scholar towards ISnglish, when he selected it as
the language in which to write a book, is quit* worth a
passing notice. Before wereach Mulcaster, theu, we find
Greek introduced into the school curriculum, and also
a famous classical scholar looking with favor on the
merits of English as a literary language.
(70 be continucd.)

SONG-SILENCE.

A song in my heart is swelling
Thro' stillness of the night;
*T'is only a silent presencee,
A voiceless calmn delight.

Only a subtle presence,

Yet it soothes me like rich perfume
Scattered from swaying censers

Thro' the chancel's twilight gloom.

I know not whence it cometh
Nor how long it shall abide,
I only know I have it
And care for none beside.

It may be some haunting memory
Time bath not worn away,

An ccho of long-lost music
Or some unremembered lay.

1 cannot give it utterance

For it has no words nor voice,
But it wells thro® all my being

And beats : “ Rejoice ! Rejoice !

And I hush iy breath, and listen
To its inward melody

Till peace, like flowing waters,
Steals softly over me.

O ble t and gracions silence !
) aweet, unspoken song!
The music of thy presence
Shall haunt my memory long !

Aud o’er the cominyg morrow
Its saduess and its glee

Shall hang like a benediction
The peace I caught from thee.

R. McD.
IHarvard.

———

LIFEE IN A COLORADO MINING TOWN.

‘T'o all Easterners wio have never crossed the Great
Plains, the West remains a vast region but little known
or comprehended, but still ever of intense interest and
alluringly romautic with the carly history ot the Red-
mew's supremacy and their final subjugation, fraught
with many fierce fights, extreme sufferings and heroic
deeds, or with the stories of those pioneers who braved
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cvery danger and suffered many vicissitudes in their
scarch for new howes.

The name, the West, to one who has traversed the
prairies and lived amidst the solemn grandeur of the
Rockies at once recalls to mind enchanting memories of
illimitable breezy stretehes or plain of richest green or
else dull dusty brown,—the glorious sunrises and sun-
sets across those swelling seas of grass once alive with
tribus of merciless Indians, and thundering with the
tread of countless hordes oi bhilfalo, ¢tk and antelope,—
and of the noble mountuins, silent and beautiful, whose
rich treasurc-houses, men  fearless and resolute, are
searching cut and despoiling, reaping full reward for
privations, losses, danger, in the countless wealth here
poured out so bounteously. The West has a strong
fascination for y+ ung men. offering as it doces a life of
perfect Ireedom and independence besides endless pos-
sibilities for success.

After the completion of a course at McGill the wri-
ter spent several years as a mining engineer in one of
the most famous, as well as picturesque, mining towns
in Colorado, aud he has been tempted to write about
such a life, giving a short sketch that way be of
nterest.

The founding of this town was incident to the dis-
coveries near the top of the range, near the present city
of Leadville, where issued the tremendous rush of men
in 18789 where over sixty thousand people crowded
into the new city of shanties, and many, unaccustonted
tosuch an altitude, and unable to procure suflicicut
shelter, died of pneumonia in the streets, while many
others were shot and robbed by fcot-pads until the
Vigilance Committee, the stern and hot salutary force
i a new country, gave some members of this predatory
profession short shrift and hung them up as a grim
warning. In many a Western town the banding
togethier of the firm, resolute, law respecting citizens as
vigilantes has proved a great blessing.  They never
hesitated in meting out speedy punishment, nor did
they make many mistakes, and law and order were
established where before had reigned complete lawless:
ness and desperadois.

When the imestone strata at Leadville (then known
as California Gulch) were discovered in 1878 to be
extremely rich in silver and lead, a new and extensive
field was opened up 10 the intrepid prospector and
miner, who hitherto had scarched only in the granite
or volcanic rocks for veins, or in the gravel beds and
sand bars for gold.  Along the range, then, hurried the
excited bands of prospectors, tracing out and testing
this new ore zone. while sone, still holder, crossed he
continental Divide to the Pacific side, to hunt ont and
prospect the blue limestone there, entering the country
of the warlike Utes who fiercley resented the white
man's invasion.

A small band of miners having crossed the range at
Independence Pass, and followed down the Roaring
Fork of the Grand River, to where the limestone suc-
ceeded the granite, they went in to camp one night
near the river, cutting out among the small aspen trees
room for their tents. At this place was found good
indications of silver ore and the first claimswere located,

while more men were quickly attracted to the new
camp, which soon became known as Aspen.  For three
or four years 110 very large ore body was discovered, but
in 1884, a man with a lease on a claim with only six
weeks remaining before its expiration opened up a
wonderfully large body of very rich ore, and in these
six weeks took out $1,100,000 worth of ore.  ‘This mine,
the “ Aspen,” has since produced over ten millions, and
one of the lucky owners is a Canadian,

In 1885, after encompassing difticulties by triumphs
in engineering truly daring and heroic, two railroads
reached this now booming mining camp, and shortly
after this the writer was thus saved the uncomfortable
but exciting ride by stage coach over the Divide from
Leadville, )

Aspen is now a town, or rather a “ mining city,” of
11,000 people, possessing all the accessories of a
modern city—water-works, ¢lectricity, street cars, good
hotels, and fine theatre, large public buildings, a
goodly number of well-filled chinrches, large and well
cquipped schools, while there - ¢ many very pretty
residences, some beautifuliy fumished. More mines of
great richness have been discovered, and the list is con-
stantly growing until the year's out-put has reached
$10,000,000, making Aspen the greatest silver camp in
the world.

It is wrong to believe that in a Western mining town
one meets continually with danger and lawlessness, that
personal rights are boldly disregarded, while the
revolver, or * gun,” as it is called, is ever ready and
forth coming as a very potent arbiter., The advent of a
railroad into nearly every town, bringing a better class
of men, has driven away most of that class of wild,
reckless fellows, many of tham outlaws and criminals,
or clse has compelled them to be law-abiding citizens,
and the “ bad-man " business has rather ceased to be
tolerated, while the man who has *‘ killed a man”
keeps this fact well in the dark as a little affair better con-
cealed than made a boast. Lven the willful, fun-loving
cowboy with promiscuous-shooting predilections, when
moved to deeds of daring by the influence of the fiery
liquor, now restrains his feelings when he comes into
town, or else he is speedily takenin charge by one of
the Marshall’s emissaries, whose threatening gun, in
case of resistauce, seldom fails to ““ round himup” and
make him a very meck and docile follower to the local
Bastile. Unless one is going back into the lonely parts
of the mountains, where any cmergency may arise, it
is much safer and more comfortable to be quite unarmed,
as everyone strictly minding his own affairs will suffer
little, if any, molestation.

Life in a niining camp offers many new features and
permits many fresh sensations. Every man comes to
the mountains confident of winning fortune’s smile,
cager to follow up every fair opportuaity, to bear hard-
ships, if needs be, to win success.  Here are graduates
from all the great universitics, members of old and
honored families, men ready to don blue jeans and
long boots, 1o shove a mine car, or haundle a drill,
Often on stopping at a lonely cabin up in the moun-
taius, one will find men, in rough miner’s garb, of rare
intelligence aud cducation who are pinning their faith
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to a claim they have located and are attempting its
development. The life of many of these men is
strongly colored with romance, as away back exists
some fair one who is eagerly waiting for his good luck
to come, and then his return ; or often a strong man is
struggling to crush out an affection that cannot be
returned, or that has been cruelly trifled with. ‘T‘here
are many such up among the mountains.

In the towns, drinking and gambling places are many
and always open. Stepping into a saloon on a tour to
“ see the sights,’’ near the door is the bar, at the other
end billiard tables, and along the sides tables supplied
with stacks of chips and all the paraphernalia for faro,
roulette, or poker. Around each table, especially after
pay day, isacrowd of men looking on or playing.
There is not much noise, as all are intent on the game,
-except the ceaseless tum-tum of a piano and screech of
a violin with which they try to make the place more
attractive. Along the same strect are variety theatres
and dance halls, very ribald and coarse, where Thespis
and Terpsichore are sorely degraded and burlesqued,
these nightly revels only ending at the glinting of the
mountain peaks by rising sun.

The miners themselves as a whole are a fine class of
men, many well educated, and everyone of them is
living in expectaucy of the time when their ‘* strike
will be made.

The social life is always a greatsurprise to the new-
comer on becoming a member of the best social class,
as then he finds quite a large circle of very delightful
people whose intercourse is always bright and interest-
ing. Social *‘ functions " are frequent and entertaining,
aud conventionalities are generally carefully observed.
At an evening dance or ““at home’’ the men put aside
flannel shirts, corduroys and big boots, and appear in
irreproachable evening dress, and the ladies look charm-
ing in dresses as fine and beautiful as would be seen
in the Rast. But one of the very greatest pleasures is
riding. Nearly everyone, perforce, rides, and fine
saddle horses with Western saddles and bridles can be
got at the stables at reasonable rates, and then such
beautiful scenery is scen as  different canons are
explored, or narrow mountain trails lead the horse-
man to points of vantage, from where the views are
glorious and inspiring. ‘The writer spent many days
inthe saddle, and with another B.A.Sc, who was well
kunown at College in foot-ball and athletics as well
as in the lecture hall, had many a ride, never to be
forgotten, when we recalled our College days at
McGill or tried to foretell what the West had in store
for us both. The mountain streams are very heau-
tiful, the water perfectly clear and sparkling comes
dashing down its uneven, tortuous bed whose bottom
is covered with pieces of gaily colored rock, the home
of the large and gamey mountain trout. ‘The air, dry
and bracing, is almost intoxicating as our nimble-
footed aud speedy horses climb the steep road or go
racing away over the more level places. Itis l'ard to
conceive of much greater pleasure than these rides
among the mountains.

Of course everything insuch a town is affected by the
mining interests. Some men are reaping bountifully,

while many more are sowing capital, hoping for a
good return. Daily all are asking, ‘*Any new strikes ?”’
wondering what claim now unkuown or unnoticed will
be the next to spring into fame. Here is a place of
constant change ; what the morrow will bring forth, no
one can tell. Men suddenly become rich, while others
are forced to give up in despair, having lost their all in
an unfortunate venture. Few men have moral strength
cnough to bear sudden access of great weath, when a
mine begins to pour out riches seemingly without
limit. Often some old prospector makes a big “‘strike ”
that yields him a hundred thousand or inore after many
years of rough life and severe toil. He at once
becomes known as ‘“major "’ or ** colonel,”” no longer
Pete or Mike ; but in many cases he will scatter his
money broadcast, and in a few months, only to be poor
again, to go on once more with his former hard labor,
but quite content, as he has had his ** time.”
C.

SKATING.

There's much philosophy in skating. sliding,
And plaving on tl4= ica at what's cailed fr0iaey—
Rare game, I like to see a hlithe young jockey,

Just out of school, o’er ice triumphant riding ;

He’s more than paid, though he should get a hiding;
He never thinks of saying ¢« What’s o’clock, ek 2"
But on he speeds, light-footed as a trochee

In sede lertid the verse dividing.

\Vhat though he sometimes tumbles? ’tis all one;
He makes the best of what were clse but gloom,
And chill, and hardship,—Reader, if your doom

If after life with ills be overrun,

That early knowledge may you wise resumne,

Malke evils bend, and turn them into fun.

H. M.

—

PROSE BALLADS.
THE DEATH OF THE DAUPHIN.
(Translated from the French by G. W, M)

The little Dauphin is sick; the little Dauphin is
dying. Inall the churches of the Kingdom the Holy
Sacrament remains exposed night and day, and the
great tapers burn for the recovery of the royal child.
The strecets of the old capital are sad and silent, the
bells no longer ring, the carriages pass slowly by. At
the outskirts of the palace the curious bourgeois look
through the railings upon the porters with gilded
paunches who gossip together in the court-yards, with
an air of importance.

The whole chateau is in a stir.  Chamberlains and
major-domos run up and down the marble staircases,
The galleries are full of pages and courtiers in silken
doublets who pass from one group to another asking
in low tounes for the latest reports.

On the wide perrons the maids of honor, in tears,
exchange low courtesies, wiping their eyes at the
same time with daintily embroidered handkerchiefs.
In the orangery, @ numerous gathering of robed phy-
sicians is assembled. They can be seen through the
glass windows, shaking their long black sleeves and
nodding their periwigs in a most professional manner.
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The Goveror and the equesry of the little Dauphin
pace up and down betore the door awaiting the
decisions of the Faculty. Scullions pass them by
without salwting. ‘The equerry swears like a pagan;
the governor recites some verses of Horace. And
during all this time over there beside the stables a long
plaintive whinnying is heard : it is the sorsel of the
little Dauphin whom the grooms have forgotten and
who sadly calls before his empty manger.  And the
king? Where is his Highness the king? The king
has locked himself up alone in 2 room at the other end
uf the chatean. Royxal personages do not care to be
secttin tears.  For the queen, it is different. Seated
at the pillew of the little Dauphin, her fair face is
hathed 1n tears, and she <obs aloud in the pressnee of
all. as a mere draper’s wife wonld do.  On his Hittle bed
with its lace coverings, whiter than the pillows on
which he rests, lesthe little Dauphin with closed eyes.
They imagine he is asleep ;. but no. the little Dauphin
isnotasleep.  He turnsagain 1o his mother, and seeing
her in tears says o her: **Madame La Re. o, why
are you crying? Do you really think that I am going
to die?™

The queen tries to answer him, but sobs prevent her
o7 sm speaking.

“Do unt weep, Madamie La Reine. You do not
remember that T am the Dauphin, and that Dauphins
cannot die in this manner.”

The queen sabs more violemly, and the little
Dauphin commences to feel frightened.

“ Hola ! hesays. ** 1 do not waunt death to come
and carry me away, and I know the way to prevent
him from getting here.  Order up immediately forty
of the strongest halberdiers to mount guard around
ourbed ! Leta hundred big cannons watch night and
day, fuses buming under our windows ! and woe to
death if he dares to draw near us ¥

It order to humer the royal child, the queen givesa
sign. Immediately the great cannous are heard rolling
in the court-yard : and forty tall pikemen. their hal-
berds in their hauds, draw themselves up around the
Toom.

They arc old veterans with grizzled mustaches.  The
litte Pauphin claps hix hands on sceiug them.

Hc recngnizes one of them, and calls him by name.

“ Tomain ! Lormin!™

The weather-heaten old soldier takes a step towards
thie bed.

“1 love yeu well, my old Lormin. Show mie vour
higaworl  Ifdeath wants to take me away, you must
will i, wou't you 2

Lestrain answers:

* Yex, Monscigneur,” and two great tears roll down
histanned checkss At that miement the  chaplain
approaciies the little Dauphin, and showing him a
crucifix talks to him a leng time in a low veice.

The little Dauphin listens 1o him with an astonished
air; then allat ence interrupting :—

“I understand perfectly what yvou tell me, Monsicur
1"Abb€ ; but, stil}, could not my little friend Beppo dic
inmy place if I gave him a great deal of money 2"

The chaplain continues to talk to himin alow voice,

and the little Dauphin looks more and more aston-
ished.

When the Chaplain has finished, the little Dauphin.
resumes with a heavy sigh: ‘¢ All that you have just
told me is very sad, Monsicur I'Abb¢ 5 but one thing
consoles me, that is, that up there, in the Paradise of
the Stars, I shall be still the Dauphin. I know that
the good God is my cousin, and cannot fail to treat me
according to my rank.”

Then he adds, turning to his mother :—

“Tell them to bring me my fairest clothes, my
doublet of white crmine and my velvet pumps! I
want to look well before the angels and to enter
paradise in the costume of a1 Dauphin.”

For a third time the Chaplain bends over the little

Dauphin and talks to him for a long time in a low voice.
In the middle of his discourse the royal child angrily
interrupts him :(—

** But then,” he cries, * to be Dauphin is nothing at
an

Aund, not wishing to hear anything further, the little
Dauphin turns over towards the wall and weeps
bitterly.

- e——

ADDRESS TO THE ALPHABET.

Dear friends, although no more a dunce
Thaa many of my betters,

T’m puzzled to address at once
Ye six and twenty letters,

Pethaps you'll think that may niot be
So hard a thing to do,

For what is difficult to me
I ABC to you.

However, pray dismiss your fears,
Nor fancy you have lost me,
Though many, many bitter tears

Qur first acquaintance cost me.

Believe mie, till existence ends,
Whatever ills beset vou,
My oldext literary fricnds

I iever can forget you.
- H. M.

BIBLIOTHECAL.

My days . meng the dead are past ;
Al e I beliold,

\Whizeer these casual cyes are cast
The mighty minds of old

My never-failing fricnds are they,

With wheam 1 convenc day by day ;

With them 1 take delight in weal,
Aud seck relief in woe;

And while I understand and fecl
How much to them 1 owe,

My chiecks have often been bedawed

With tears of thoughtful gratitude.”

SOUTHEY.

Life-in a library is not without its amusing side ;—
a librarian meets with many * moving incideats,” and
gathers 2 many-sided experience, and it would be

JRPRET IRy, VN
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interesting to jot down the charming variety of appli-
cations that cross his path. A librarian in the United
States records that he was once asked for our old-time
favorite ‘*Robinson Crusoe’’ as ** Robinson Cruci-
fied;'” and I can believe it. I will **nothing ex-
tenuate, nor aught set down in malice,”” but simply
recount two or [three incidents within my own kuow
ledge.

Whilst serving in a library in this city, I was asked
for the works of the Greek philosopher as * Sv-fo-kels,”
and *“The Cruise of the Midge " and ** Tom Cringle's
Log " (written by Michael Scott), as Sir Walter Scott’s
novels ; one reader returned Thackeray’s ¢ Pendennis
as the ** stupidest” book he had ever read,~indeed, his

verdict was that ** /7 seas so stupid, that he could not -

read it,"—my reply was, he might depend upon this,

client returned a book, after having had it only a few
hours, and upon my expressing surprise at his having
got through it so quickly, he very gravely furnished
as explanation, that “afler reading 6o pagesef it 1
Jound [ had read it bcfore.””

But I can say, with a pardonable pride, that nothing
of that sort is the matter with McGill, “/#%af’s all
right ;" nevertheless, the bill-of-fare called for, during
a day or two, is varied enough, and one may be for-
given if it is now and then a trifle puzzling to find
what is asked for ; I do not allude to the Grotes and
Mommsen, the Beowulfs and Cynewulfs, the Grays and
Bessey's, tite Nicholsous, the Prestwichs, the Tennysons
and Wordsworths, the Mills and Hamiltons, the
Tacitus and Plinys, almost beyond counting, these
pass in review daily as a matter of course ; but there
is a field beyond all these which is being continually
ploughed, let me note a few which have been ¥ modern
instances’* within the past week :—

The application is generally introduced with a smile
and a pleasant ** Can you tell me."

1. When the book of Exodus was written?

2. What is the origin of minding your P's and ()’s?

3- Whence comes the proverb of pouring oil upon
troubled waters ? etc., ctc.

Thesc are casily enough answered, with a little
paticnce, and I venture to subjoin the replics :—

1. A preponderance of evidence is in favor of the
year B.C. 1652. Hales places the Exodus B.C. 1643,
Usher B.C. 1491, and Bunsen B.C. 1300,

Smith's Dictionary of the Fible.

2. This expression avose from the ancient custom of
haunging a slate behiud the all-house door, nn which
was written P or Q, (fe, Finl or Quarl) against the
name of each customer, according to the quantity
which he bad drank, and which was not expected to
be paid for Gil the Saturday evening, when the wages
were settled.

Noles and Uneries, 15t 8., Vol I, p. 357.

3- Dr. Brewer, in speaking of this proverb. refers to
the Biblical passage, *‘a soff ansicer {wrneth ascay
wrath,” It may be found in Plutarch, Aristotle, Pliny’s
Natural History, Erasmus, Plautus, Bedc's Ecclesi-
astical History, Pennaut, Benjamin Franklin, and so

on, down to the popular novelist Jules Verne in Dick
Sands.
Sce Noles and Queries.

But beyond all these, there is an ¢bb and flow of
transient queries, that are

“ Like a snow fall in the river,
A moment white, then melts for ever.”

e.g., the subject of fupnotism and e Chaillu, which
name, by the bye, brings to mind a furore of a short
time back, for the writings of the now cclipsed Stanley,
andia still more crratic form of application from out-
siders, ;who have been recommended by a friend to
ask ! “Y have been reading lately about the Relief of

. : . Lucknow, cun you telf me the meaning of the name
that “* it was not the fault of the book ; —another -

}

Jessie 2—and another querist named Jones, whe is
descended from the old Welsh princes, but as there

. are several branchies of the Jouesces (1) can £ puf him
i on lhe track of something to prove his pedigree?

I desire to put on record wy appreciation of the
uniform courtesy and politeness of my clients proper
—the most complete good-nature reigns:—

Good sensc and learning may cstecmn obtaiy,
Humor and wit a laugh, if rightly ta'en:

Fair virtue admiration may impart 5

But 'tis good nature only wins the heart :

It moulds the body to an casy grmce,

And brightens cvery feature of the face,

It smooths the unpolished tonguc with cloquence,

And adds persuasion to the fincst sense.
H. M.

BACHELOQRS.

¢*Shalll never see a bachelor of three-score again? ™

Tuy young man not yet, an clder mannot at all;” thus
wrote the wisest and brightest of mankind. Poor
fellow, his philosophy findslittle favor in modern days-
Indeed, at the present moment, the secular press is
raising the hue aud cry against the few remaining
specimens of bachelors, that most innocent and gentle
class of humanity.

It has been proposcd with much blowing of trumpets
tinjhorns, and other instruments for stirring up the mind
of the intelligent proletariat, to levy a tax on bachelors,
just as the prudent Civic Fathiers levy on dogs, geats,
aud undesirable quadrupeds in general, which it is the
policy of civic wisdem to discourage and keep down.

This cry having been taken up, and passed on by
various wiseacres about town, doubts are expressed as
to whether it may not prevail. scveral yvouuger
celibates have betaken themsclves to wedlock, and
cven same of the clder members of the order appear to

" falter.

A litle reflection might teach these prophets the
function of bachelors in the social fabric and the folly
of accomplishing their extirpation, as well as the dis-
astrous results which would follow a successful issue to
their cfforts.

Bachelors—men past twenty-five who seem irresolute
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towards assuming the marriage yoke—bhelong to a high
ud advanced state of civilization and society.

The operard furnish no examples at all, unless it be
an occasional individual, who has been so thoroughly

non-suited, and for such good reasons, that his exist- |

cnce as a bachelor possesses no special significance.

McGILL FORTNIGHTLY.

The operard make a better showing and redeem their |

credit through an occasional example, whose presence
is invariably marked by the possession of fatter beeves,

swifter steeds and stronger mead than can be found clse-

where in the neighborhood. But uot to touch cach
note in the gamut, the liferarii develop the bachelor
in his full perfection.

The clerical side indeed pretend

10 discern some especial merit of a wholly mysterious

nature among the celibates; but let us not stick at
this, let us be content with those virtues which are
open to the gaze of the world.

The bachelor here is sometimes, though not always, '

ou poor to be otherwise than as he is. More com-
monly his bachelorhood is a matter of choice, prefer-
ence or noble resolve. It is a voluntary choosing of
the better part. if not halfl It notes the high water
mark of civilization

What a delightful man was Home! how plaad,
polished and intellectual ! How smoothly liis prose
flows ! How gentlemanly ! \What a mighty mind had
Newton! How he grappled with the problems of the
universe. and solved them.  Aund, here again, mark the
repose, amiability, dignity ! Truly, these bachelors
wuere fine fellows ! Small wonder that Oxford and
Cambridge ordained that their fellows should all be
bachelors.  Saharissa, too, was cqually rigorons, and
preferred Civil Bachelorss Aunther doctor thunders
from his vantage point on the importance of wedlock
and the wickediiess of bachielors in general. Happy
prophict; when did cver the people fail to swalliw a
niessage which tallied with their own belief and wish ?
Iut frem what data or throeugh  what conccivable
streteh of dnvention are bachelors thus slanderad?
Wi ever Bicard of . rake rentdning a beeh 2 On the

. forever characterize the grand old °° Alma Mater.™

< atrary, they alwavs arey. e says with great

sucCess. s alsasledrunkarnds asd othier evil menmbers
of sucicty.

The inffensive bachiclor, on the other haud, with

pracetl serenity amd ol conswienee. contimies a
trisnphant progress through advanciag stages of

blvsdu seoadisturbed by domedtie trialsoand achieves

a complateness not attained elsewhere, Let us silence
thiisunseaaly parralting of the voice of the vulear!
Y.t us give the bachielor his due.

What a bonely life !\ single human being steering
Liis way alone through the mysteries of existenee:
~ugle handed. alone, complete in himself ! Does it nat
excite our admiration aud cveoke reverent fear? Yol
what selace has e in his salitude 2 Life presents to
him facts quite different than to his harassed, per
plexed. domestic brother.

It is somcthing for the human family to now and
again prodace & complete man, who lives for the sake
of existence, withnut refercnce to the past, present or
future of thg race at large.

Thesc things trouble the proletariat uot the bachelos,

CAELEBS

P R N —

ALL FOR NAUGHT.

She is such a coy though merry
Little maid,
‘That of men you'd think her very
Much afraid,
But a year ago she doted
On bravados who were noted,
And to wicked ways devoted,
So she said.

There was somcething so attractive

Ina < tough,”
That aman in crime inactive

1Was such stuff'!
So she laughed at iy cmotion
When I vowed a life’s devotion,~—
I had suck a prudish notion

Of a rough !

So I bought a ¢ Colt’s ** aud dagger,—
Made big bets,

And began to swear and swagger,
Ran up debits,

And I dominecered, provoking

Ry my actions bitter joking,—

And I cven tonk to smoking

Cigarettes.

I was just a mild beginner,
Asvatl e,
¥or I'd vowed that I would win her,—
Butal, mc!
When I went aud gently told her
1 had changel in growiag older,
Her reply was even colder:~—~
So had she?
E. X.

A NIGHT AT THE THEATRE.

The new year has begun well in MeGill.  The
dving daysaf the old may record some slight differences
and facalty rivalry, bat the jovous festive season has
u-liered in that happy state of affiirs which shoulld
Qn
the evening of Saturday. Jan. 7th, the Cacen’s Theatre
was packai o its utmast capacity by suvleats and
fricids of the University. the former occupyisg the
walleries, and numbering over 3. Tie play was
“ Hamlet.,” with Wilson Darrett in the title role, Miss
Maud Jeffricsas ** Ophielia,” anel Mr. Franklin McLeay
a~ the “ Ghost™”  Comment upon the acting can only
I in the highet appreciative strain, for indeed the
student of Shakespeare could nnt but be satisfied with
Barrett"s ** HamletU and Miss Jeffries” ** Ophiclia™ The
balane oof the company proved themselves also to be at
home in their respective roles. NDuring the performance.
Iud and prolonged applause was of frequeat accur-
rence.  Shortly after seven o'clack the long pracession

! of students was seen wending its way from the Univer-

sity grounds, and cre long the mighty thrang denscly
filled the *“gods ™ allatted to them.  Then broke forth

chorus after chierus, all af which are held dear by many
generations of students.  Before the curtain ascended
after the fourth act, an imperative demand was made
for theappearance of Miss Jeffrics, and at the samc timie,
as if by magic, an enormous basket of roses descended
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from the *gods.”  For this the beautiful * Qphelia ™
charmingly looked up to the sea of faces, then modestly
bowing, moved away, the happy recipient of a McGill
tribute.  Thiswas not all, for, immediately succeeding,
cries for Miss Elmory, who sat inthe andience, revealed
to all that this Lrilliant youuy actress had unot been
forgotten, for in mid-air anothier floral offering was scen
approaching the stage.  Upon its arrival, Miss Elmore
blushingly stood to receive it. “The curtain now as-
cended upon the “ grave scene,” but one more cevent
had precedence, and loud cries {or * Barrett,” ** Burrett,'’
 Barrett,”” resulted in the lowering of the curtain and
in the appearance of Mr. Barrett, a little too late to see
his “bhox of Havanas™ fluating towards him, but not
too late to carry them off. Iis appearance was the
signal for deafening cheers combined with college vells.

At the conclusion of the performance, the whole
audience juined in the applause, and Mr. Barrett
appearad to say farewell for the present to Montreal,
and in a well timed speech referred to hiis high appre-
ciation of the students’ general behavior.

At the doors of the theatre on St. Catherine St., as
the immense audience dispersed, an ever-to-be-remem-
bered scemne presented  tsclf—torches flared, rockets
shot forth, colored lights burned brightly, students
velled, and students sang, small boys ran, women hur-
ricd, policemen hid themselves, cabmen swore, and even
the clectric cars scemed unableto vroceed. The various
mambers of the company were cach received in unmis-
takable tenmns of genuine entlinsiasm.  Wilson Barrett
first, then Mr. McLeay and Miss Elmore, Miss Jeffries
having left cardier in the cvening, not being aware of
the demonsiration that was to follow the performance.
Her presence in the carriage was much missed by all.
The triumphal procession then praceeded to the Windsor
Hotel, whese Mr. Barrett addressed the students at
some length, jovially remarking that through it all he
preserved his box of cigars

The studemts’ commintee, whose cnergy and self-
sacrifice deserve special mention, consisted of Messrs.
E. D. Aylen, W. H. Scott. C. Gorrell and H. Yorke.

The singing was entrusted to the management of
Mr. Frank Ferron, who chioxe as soloists Messrs. King-
horn, Fry, Lambly and Tee. To Mr. Aunderson,
manager of the Queen’s Theatre, and Mr.  Rogers,
manager for Wilsott Barrett, the thanks of all are due
for their extreme courtesy and splendid armangements.

THE NEW McGILL SONG BOOK.

Mr. Robert Wilson (Medicine), Ste. of the Song Book
Comumittee, reports that the work of revision of the Sop
Book goes on apace. and that the commiltee are in
hopes of having the New Book out early in the autumn.
The idea of 2 Faculty song has been taken up with
such avidity, and the results so gmatifying, that it speaks
well for the literary ability of our students Medicine
has yet to send in its song, but some rumor has it that
though last it will by no means be least in hiterary
merit of songs sent in.

—.————
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SOCIETIES.

McGILL MEDICAIL SOCIETY.

A regular meeting of this Society took place on Satur
day evening last, January 14th, the President, Mr 1. A
Dewar, in the chair. The minutes of the preceding
mecting were read and adopted.  Mr. Deeks requested
to be relicved of his dutics as a member of the pro-
gramme committee ; his resignation was accepted, and
Mr. Duvernct clected to fill the vacaucy.  After some
minor business was transacted, the president ealled
upon Mr. 8. Ridley McKenzie ‘3. who had prepared a
paper, with case reports.on ** Erysipelas.”™  This paper
was the first of its character read before the Socicty
during the session, and was heard with due apprecia-
tion by all. Mr R. H. Phillimore of the First year
will read at the next mecting of the Socicty an in
teresting paper on 2 case of * Fracture of the Orbit.”

DELTA SIGMA SOCIETY.

The regular meeting of this Society was held Thurs
day, Jan. 12th, and was considered the best and most
enjovable gathering this seseion.  Miss Angus read a
bright and interesting essay on “ Gems* without
going too far into Geolagical detail.  Miss Mackensic's
instructive aud fecling essay on ** Christmas Legends™
was read by Miss Radford, owing to the severe cold of
the former.

The mecting closed with an impromptu debate—
Resolved, that prizes siould be abolished in schools—
which caused much werriment owing to its short
duration.

MONTREAL VETERINARY MEDICAL.

At a mecting hield Jan. 12th, at 8 ¢’cluck, Prof. Milis
occupied the chair.  Prof. Baker and a large number
of members were presemt. Mr. O. G. O read a paper
on *Laminitis or Peditis™ Having alluded to the
history, carly ideas of its nature, and other interesting
features counected with the disease, the essayist went
on to describe the cliology, symptoms, pathology,
treatment, cte. He criticized some of the present
methods of treatment, showing that they were——from
being counterindicated by pathological lesions. Mr.
Cleaves next reported a peculiar case of nervous
disorder in a dog. Both papers were theroughly
discussed. The question of metastasis in conneetion
with laminitis received considerable attention, nearly
all the members favered a nervous explanation and not
the theory that it was transferred from ance argan to
another by continuity of surface.  Prof. Baker thought
that laminitis was a primary lesion, stating that it

exists from the first, but frequently overlenked. because
at onset the general symploms overshadow the local,

and lcad us to neglect examining the feet until insct of
pathognomic <ymptoms. Meccting then adjourned.
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THE SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF COM-
PARNTIVE PSYCHOLOGY.

At atomeeting presided over by the President on
Jan. soth, Mr Fracy read 2 paper entitled, ** How do
animals rewson 2% e gave a comparative sketeh of
animal p=yvehology, pointing out, among other things,
the physiologica! behavior of an organisun, how it
madificad. ond how it was modified, by its psyehieal
development. The influence of repetition and  the
extent that it influenced the actions of all animals was
touched upon. M Stepliens followed with a paper on
the psichiology of eats. IIe considered that this
animal possesses all the adenda that constitntes an
individual, and that his present despised condition is
Jue o that fact. Many purely teline traitx of character
were enumerated by the essayist. in such a manner
that he captivated 5ot only the attention but the
appliise of the members present. It §s seldom that
thie Sacicty is atertained by such a happy combination
of wentiment. poetry and wit that characterized Mr.
Stephens” essay. The President was lavish in his
praise of Mr Tracy’s production, and after a short
address adiourned the mecting.-

FOURTH YEAR ENXGINEERING SOCIETY.

The wemlers of the Fourthh Year Applied Science.
thinking that their mutual fmprovement would be
better advanced by forming thenselves into a socicty
for the rading and discussion of papers on practical
suabjects. beld a medding to discuss the matter towarnds
the cJoss of 1ast tern the tangible result of which is
the Founh Vaar Engincering Society, with the follow-
ing oiticers: —

Prestdent—Nr. Louis Herdt.
Vice President— Mr. 1. L. Street.
Sees Treas—- Mr. J. 11 Featherstone.

The Siactety, which nicets every alternate Tucesday.,
hield its first mecting in the old East Wing on the gth
inst, when the constitution  was adapted and an
exadlvnt paper sead by Mre 1. Greenberg on the
sabjet of = Asphalt Pavemants”

If cvery paper tead proves as instructive as that of
Mr. Greentery, the Secicty will have accomplishied the
parpose for which it was organized.

YOUNG MEX'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.

During X'mas Holidays. a number of our meminrs
spent a social cvening at the residence of e Fo W
Kellev, whne hearty hospitality s well known o
Celege men, aned the pleasam thne will be remembered
by these present whe were umible o get hone for
Christuias wiek. The ladies were cettainly a pleasing
terture of the evening. and addal much o the anjoy
mentatd prodit of the secasion.

The mectings of the Association were reunwad on
Sunday, fane sth. The Committer are planning to
make el meeting attractive saud of practical value to
student life.

I W Fo Hamilten, Supt. General Hospital, will
wldres the wieeting an Jaan 220d 0 there should he a
large attendance < that date.

At the Provineial Convention Jan. 2620, in this city,
speecial College Conferanves will be hield as follows :—

e e e e~ = v et o oa——

Fripay  Afternoon anid evening.

Sarrrbav—Afternoon.

As these Counferences are entirely open, our members
should avail themsclves of the opportunity of being
present. Representatives from many Canadian colleges
will be delegates, among whom may be named Dr. W,
Harley Smith of Toronto, and E. I. Hunt, M.A.

The sesstons will be held in the City Young Mew's
Chiristian Association.

The presence in the city of Mr. J. R. Mott, College
Se.retary, will afford an opportunity for students to
hiear ** a man among men.”’

A special mecting on Sunday, Jan. 29th, will be
arranged tor and advertised. McGill should be there
lo @ man.

McGILY, MINING SOCIETY.

The regular meeting of the McGill Mining Socicty
was held in the old Science Building, on Thursday
cvening the 12th inst

A very interesting paper, entitled ¢ Life Under-
around,” was read by Dr Harrington, the Honorary
Presidenut. The Doctor took up the history of the
English and Scotch miners for the last century, mining
accidents and the general hicalth of miners.

A hearty vote of thanks was tendered Dr. Harring-
ton by the meeting, and the hope expressed that he
would often be able to attend the mectings of the
Socicty.  After a few remarks by the President, the
meeting adjourned.

SPOPTING COLUMN.
HOCKEY.

The first match in the Intermediate Championship
series took place on Thursday cvening last, Januvary
12th, in the Crystal Rink, between the Montreal and
University teams.

Good hockey was shown, as a general thing, through-
out the evening, although in the second half there was
a noticeable tendency to * ragged ' play.

For the college, Lewis was a stone wall in goal, and

Smythe and Dawes showed up well among the
forwards.

Taken all in all, the Montreal men were just a little
too much for our men, ahthough this was not made
apparent. to judge by the score, until the sceond half,
the scorestanding at the end of the first half hour's play
a2 in Mantreal’s favor: to this score Montreal added
another two games in the second lalf.

Following were the teams :—

McGill Montreal.
TS e cneee sennne seveanacean Goaleoenne cinnnecan ceecoe Shaw
0% 1157 1 ¢ 2 Poileeccencirans coeessCe Mussen
Mekendike.... oo. ceareees Cover Pailtileccvee covcon vennaas Tamics
{k-ckc:l........ AP | cavececenesssdd® Mussent

JAKCSecee ceseaccns cnoe s | AP N
MASSCY i ev cnne cane ’}l'nrwanls. SN """!‘\‘?:'::;
413 1 N | N RPN Barlow

The next match will be against Sherbrooke on our
ownice. The Sherbrooke men will doubiless have on

a strong combination, and to mcet in a successful man-
ner the team that so nearly won the Intermediate last
year will require hard practice and lots of it.
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.Faéulizg Reports,

SCIENCE JOTTINGS
Prof. Bovey has issued a pamphlet on  Hydraulic
Motors for the convenicence ot his hydraulic class.
Lrof. =*What spare hour have you, so that we can
arrange for another fecture on this subject 2>
Orericarked Senfor.—1 think wecould come
on Sunday, sir.”
NOT THE CRACK O’huoM.
What is that wild, uncarthly sound
That seems as twere creation’s koell ?
Tt is the college boys.  “They’ve found
A new and most heartrending yell.

up

The character of the designs required from the senior
civils this term would render opportune a sermon on
the evils of profanity, as the task assigned these gentle-
men promises to be more prolific of the above sin than
anything we know of.

Speaking of vocations. mining is the only one which
a man hopes that his work will bein = sein.”

Itis to be hoped that the Freshmen will give more
hearty  support to the Glee Club in future than they
have as yet : every year nst turn out well to the prac
tices if our ventures this vear are to prove success-
ful.

The new Sulphuretted Hydrogen generator is prov-
ing a great success.  During the time it was running
last session only onc-hialf a liter of acid was required,
although it was very frequently inuse. Instructor
showing the apparmtus—*" It's munning well I” - Professor
—**Ye! It has the right smell.”

Tiwe Third year Chemists are working in the Fourth
year Laboratory this session, and are delighted with
the change. It was fonnd very difficult for them to do
careful quantitative amalysis in the Laboratory they
have just left, on account of the Iarge number of stu-
dents engaged in qualitative work and the presence of
a good many Freshmen. It is to be regretted that we
have nat proper accommadation for the Freshmen ina
large, well lighted Labnratory, but under the present
condition of things this is impossible, and the number
of men far exceeds the capacity of the room. The
demonstrator has been abliged to make two  divisions
of the class, and even under this armangement men who
perhaps never handled chemical apparatus before are
placed in the same room with those who are working
with over twa ycars expericuee, and who require the
ronm free from dust, the benches clean and as little
noise as possible.

The Third year Electricals are doubly fortunate this
term. F. Barbour being a welcomeaddition to their num-
ber,and C. H. Longworth having retumed quite re-
covered from his serious iliness.
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LEGAL BRIEFS.

The naturalist, the philosopher, even the lawyer,
find many declicate things in nature to cherish and
admire, aund standing forth pre-eminent among these,
at least in our estimation, is the beautiful confiding
faith with which the students of this as of other fac-
ulties hear and reccive in fortnightly instalinents, the
good things their duly appoiuted and devoted delegates
have to furnish them with. It must be remembered
in this conncction that their task is a delicate one and
one entirely sclf-imposed, so that any deficiencies which
may occur or auy items that, perhaps by being care-
lessly written, may offend the sensibilities of auy or
all of the students, must be overlooked, if possible, by
such gentlemen, and an apology be accepted without
a formal tendering of the same on the part of their
editor.

To a very great extent, the aim and intention of the
legal column is mainly to please, and if any more ser-
fous end is attained or information conveyed, so much
the better, and our labors will not have been in vain.

I possible. however, the contributions should emanaie
from all the members of the Faculty through the
medium of their class-reporter, and i this way the
onus would perhaps be shifted and the responsibility
of contribution would be mure generally distributed.

Query: Is that unanimous vote of censure, duly
recorded, we believe, by the Sceretary, to bear fruit, or
must resort be had to the method suggested by the
C.P.C.?2 quo warranto, cte.!!?

———

Counsel—Did you observe anything particular about
the prisoner?

Ntnese.—Yes, his whiskers.

Counscl—And what was there peculiar about his
whiskers?

Witness—\Why, he had none.

A serit of allachment.—A\ luve letter.

Judge—Have you anything tosay befare the Court
passcs sentence on you?

Prisoner.—\Well, all 1 have got to xay s T hope your
Honor'll consider the extreme vouth of my Iawver
and let me off easy.

Lazcyer—Do you swear penitively. sir, that you
know miore than half this jury?

Nitness—Yes, sir: and ume that I have taken a
rood look at them, I'll swear that I know mare than
all of em put together.

“The follawing is the story of a pick pocket's arrest,
as narrated by himsel{ in the Lendou slang of the
criminal classes : 1 was jogging down a blouming




o2

slum in the Chapel whien [ butted arecler, who was
sporting a red slang (wateh guard)

© Ihroke ofl is jorry and bondd the elock which was
a4 red (goldd one, but T was spotted by acopper, who
chiimed me. owas luggad hetote the beak who gave
me S toss in the steel.

= The weok after I was chiueked up 1T did aosnateh
near St Paul’s, was collared, Tagged. aned gaot this bit

of severt stretelt evears)”

ARTS

At el of List term D 2aton Rinedly oftered his
services, as fintractor, to such stadents as might be
desirotts of forming a classical saciety. The projeet
was cagerly welcomed 1oand those interested have
recentdy hield o mectisgg aned appointed a committee of
three men from cach vear. to draw up a constitution,
The mectings will lHkelv be held tortnightly @ oand
considerabls attemtion witl prolably be given to the
Latin comedies anl the Hghter works of classical
literature not vinbiraced by the conrse.

Mr. Dok~ has received a letter {from Sir William,
conveying wrectings of the New Year to himsclf and
his elas~.  The Principal states his intention to return
lietore the elose of the sesston
flucus o atete that e retadns his woated zeal tor geolo
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It is almost as super-

gical stwdy as to remark that he is sl mindiul of
MGl = amd the Museum teceives eostingal accessions |

freom hinn

The Third yeur, o whom the duty of taking action
devolve, have decidad to hold the anaual cas we way
neav el it Aris Tramp on the evening of Saturday,
February ist. Dinuer will be provisded at the Athletic
Club House, vl 2 progrunme will e prepuirad
Tickets may I oblained from Mesrs. Fraser, Barlow,
and Ogilvie, e members of the cammitte:

Tt wiil met B elithicnit to sssign the Sdlowing illus
trating o its atders A ambitious justior inguired of

———— ———

ca—

his professor ittwo exemptions wonld be granted himin |

virtue o his taking two hiaer courses  The student
was intermed et e was Tike an Ivishiman whe had
hicard of a new which ol half the fucl.
cSure.” said Pate TOFH gt two o8 thim stoves and

,\l' e

ave all the sud”

L et e man, a i of werth,
My friewn),” sa vuns the Zow s,

* From what T hicar alsat vour bhirh.
Youarea 2oios o’

The Doctor smiled. = Excuswe aue, pray,

[V

How odid your get that antem 2 -

N oo Zoro, il vew say Y
Why, I'm a Neva Sofinn.”

COMPARNTIVE MEDICINE CLASS REPORTS.

Mr. W S, Plaskett has been elected valedictorian for

chiss of 'g3

Dr. Charlic (to 3rd year man) °*‘T'ell Frank to hitch
up my grey mare.”’

3rd yarr man (to 2ud year man) “Tell Frank to
hiteh up my grey mare.™”

and (to Freshie) “T'ell Frank to hitehr Charlie’s
mare,”

Freshie (to Frank) ** Dr. Charlic wants his mare
hitched up.”

Frank {to John I) “John, hitch Dr. McEachran's
mare.”

Jolhn 1 (to Joha 1), * Hitch up the Dr's. mare.”

John I kicks Jack out of the stable and hitches up
the grey mare.

The reading reom committee wish to notily subseri-
bers and others whom it may concern, that the reading
room is for the exclusive purpose of perusing the
newspapers and periodicals on file.

Pedestrianisin wity be a healthy exercise, but when
carricd tao far beeomes anything but invigorating. A
member of the Seeond yerr recently investigated the
matter, and can give pointers to anyone who intends
taking up walking for the health or otherwise.

Bruce Auderson. one of the popular younyg men of
the Veterinasy college, Las heen confine b to his house

_ since the holidays with laryagitis.

DONALDA NEWS.

Miss Martha L. Sevmour has been clected by her fel-
low-students to represent Arts 'u3as valtedictorian at the
coming Convocation.

Frequenters of the Reading-room are requested to
commit the following lines to memory, with special
altention to the first class deseribed.  ** Neither a éor-
secerr nor a lenda be, for loan often loses both dtself
and friend, and borrowing dulls the edge of husbasdne.”

Iamlct.

The Sophomores Junch together in the reading-room
an Friday afternoon, January the 20th.  Representa-
tives have been invited from the seveml years.  Miss
¥ Angus has been chasen from the Seniors to attend
the *¢ festive hoard.”

*Never toa late to mend.” How about to aan. on
Muonday, Seniors 2

There will be several songs submitted by Graduates
and Undergraduates of the ladies” depaintinent, for the
choice of one espevially suitable for entrance into the
New Song Book as a ** Denalda Song.”
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Several members of the First year have been excused
from attecdance
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at Jhe supplemental examinations -

It was feit that it would be advisable for them to -

this being regarded as an eatrance into the Seeond year.
We wish them success.

Professor.-—* Multorum amuium fontes sunt parvi.”
Students translates. = The sources of many minds are
small.”

It is hecoming an exciting guestion among members
of the Fourth yerr whether the University ** Pin® will
appear before the University * Song Book,” or vice
versa.

We would like to wear our pin as students.

Perhaps an extra ten cents would hasten matters.

Juniors Jament that the examiner in mechanies did
not accept the minding of our P's and s as an cui-
valent for a *° tension.”

Bivalve! Satarday y 370 m, a feast of oyaters and
a flow of souls.

10 39 a. m. Iomalda! Did you xay every ovster had
sixteen shells?

MEDICATL CLASS REPORTS.

The whaole four years extend their heanty congratu-

Iations to Dr. Birkett on his narrow escape.
x %

We all deeply sympathize with Dr. Shephierd in his
sad bereavement.

*t*

At a mecting of the Fourth year men, Mr. W. E.
Decks. BLAL, was elected valedictorian for the year
1593.  His opponent was Mr. Robert Wilson. jun. Mr.
Decks. in a neat little speech, thanked his fellow-sin-
dents for the honor which they had conferred upon him.

R

The class photo has raised an endless discussion.
Who are to occupy the two ceutral positions 2 It
waould seem that the Valedictorian aud the President
of the year are eititled to the place of honor.

B

o

The apening of the new wing has proved an immense
improvement.  The system of holding clinies in the
wards was greatly to be deprecated,

%x %
*®

The Fourth vear men are all agreed that Dr. €. ¥ !

amid a pile of ancient tomes in Jesus College by Pro-
fessor Adami, and is valued at $3.500.

According to

- Dro Adami. the titlepage of the New Testament is in
concentrate their energies upon the spring examination,

the Indian language, and is dated 1661, It is sue

:eeeded by Eliot's wetrical translation of the Psalms,
following wpon which is 2 single leal begiuning

, o ——

———

Martin is ene of the most genial and obliging of howse

surgons. Ifanyone is in doubt, or requires infurma-
tion rexpecting the identity of a certain bacillus the
question is juvariably asked : ¢ Where is Dre Martin 27

® -
*

In a reeent number of 77%e¢ Crific a valuable article | e wild answers : Now, Mr . 1 should like

appears from  the pen of Profesor Adami. It s
entithed ** Eliot's Bible at Cambridge Uuiversity.” The
volume is the first transiation of the Scripturesinto the
Indian language, and appears o have been lost for a
great number of years It has been unearthed from

= Naowonmoo Wattin- Noowaonk God ;7 aml ending,
* Kal netat up labatliztiunoe kesuk. Fixgs'™ The
Indian is a very preity language. It appears to be a
kind of cross between the Gaelic and the Welsh,

* *:;:

\Ue are happy to ~ee that hr. Henderson is around
again.  He is shaking hands with Dr. R. "Fait Mac-
kenzie.  They are both anthorities up-n typhoid.

% %
£

The following
Drent ;" —

“ Freshmen ! beware ! “The great work of Epitaphs
has been resurrected again, and this looks like a big
plucking in the Spring.  ** It is well known that over
cvery ¢ Med.” who is * pulled*” in Botany some kind
friends write a few words in kind remembrance. These
are all presarved inthiscelebrated volume.  “The writer
happened to be fortunate enough to see the hook in
question, and also to get a peep at the last page.
Thercon was written :—-

* Here lies, alas ! a first year Med,
With fragrant flowers around his head ;
His per its task would not fulfill,

And now un Lallon-ed rests he stift !

has been received from ** Susan

It has been suggested that aleohiol thermometers be
placed in the dissecting room, as the mercury will likely
collapse under the strain of the continued cold snap,

The moral training imparted in the histological labo-
ratory is unique.

Dispose of vour expensive hut practically useless
tnstruments to your ** Fraoads,” aud with the profits
buy the cheaper amd more useful ones—such was the
advice moxt affably insinuated.

We notice that mauy of our Freshmen friends, who
have been in the habit of inspecting public buildings
by the tender light of the wmoon, have curolled them-
selvex under the banner of the * Kuights of the bur-
ing lamp.”  Adien, fair youthy, your departure dims
the Justre of St Catherine st the disconsvlate beauty.
of St. Lawrence Main must uow sigh in vain for
these genial smiles. Yet bear up under the black
shadow of fate amd hape for a better time.

Quite a number of tie Sccond year menare planning

[ the purchase of Laryngoscopes. Aschemie s already
»on fool o send to Genmany shiould the supply in the

city prove insufficient.

Profssor to Student who has beea giving  saane

too ask you at how much you value all this at examina-
tion standard 2°° Student: “ T think I weuald be satisfied
with seventy five per cent.”” Collapse of the 'rof.

Donnez-moi une chique de tatac, mon ami.
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l’l R\U\ \I
F. I Grahun, “gy4. has rcco\'urcd his health, and will
<oon return to College.

B\

Janes ‘Tavlor, ‘v2. is in the mission field at

Louris, Man.
WL DL Moss B 93, Bs recovered from his se-
vere attack of typhoid, and returned to prosecute his
~tudies in Theology. \
R. MacDougall, B “go, visited MceGill during the ,
holidays.  He is gready pleased with Harvard, where i
he found another MeGill man, Sidaey Calvert, B.Sc.

A Suesstud Grad.—Mr. S, Fortier, "86. a uative of i
this provinee, has recently been appointed professor of
civil aud hydraulic engineering in the Utah ‘Territorial |
College.  Mr. F. has been for three years chief engi- |
neer of the B R Waterworks & Irrigation Co., and |
tor nearly two yvears has had charge of one of the lar-
et ivrigating schemes in America.

He will make for the College a complete survey of all
the water in the Territory.  This is something which |
has never been done. and will be of great benefit to the
territory, especially when done as correctly as it will be
by Mr. Fortier.

. Dhawson, who has been cmployed on the
engincering staff of the C.PLR. during the past season,
wits in town during the holidays.  Scott spent three
successiul yvears with us, and intends to return to col.
Tege next session.

Mr. AL S

The Dinner will be held in the Windsor Hotel on
January 27th. The committee has spared no pains to
render it suecess, and it promises to he more largely
atteneded than asual

We are more than interested in fearning that W
Smail, SeTgo. has taken umo himself a better-half.
Pabaps the best we can wish for them both is that
they may ever be as popular with each other as Billy
was with his fellow-students at McGill.

P J. LeRessignaol, Seloz2, has recently left the city
for Radnor Forges, Que, where for the present hie takes
a position aschemise ™ (e Iron Smelting Works, His
chict daty will be the analysis of iron ores.

RBETWEEN THE LECTURES.
\ question for Chemists 1 —
Conld 2 man tound Iving in the street mder the

influence of lquer he rightly termed an aleoholic pre-
cipitate?

Clinician in cardiae case—* Youcan also hear a

maunical wmurmur at the apex”—at this moment an
organ grinder outside starts up ** Spring.

Spring, Beau-

’\ICGILI. I‘ORTNIGHTLY

mul bprm;, " 'l‘nc hugh tlnt tlus n.uur.lll) called
forth svon faded away into thoughtfulness when that
vernal season was brought to memory.

—— —

* Are you guilty or not gmll\ ? " asked the clerk of

. tlxc Court.

A’ sure now, " says Pat, *“what are you put there

- but to find out 2"

Counter-irritation in ferm of sole leather poultice
applied to the gluteal region in hatoie doses at short
intervals,

Can a tumor on the front <4 the Patella be any other
than a Kncceoplasm ?

Teacher, to infunt class in Sunday school—** What
is promised to the righteous?

Child : - Eternal bliss,marm.”

Teacher.—** And to the wicked ?*

Voice from bottom of class.—-** Eternal blister.”
(There was one penny less put on the plate that day.

This is the way a Vassar girl tellsa joke: “Oh,

. girls, I heard just the best thing to day. it was too

funny. X can’t remember how it came about, but one of
the girls said 1o Prof. Mitehell Oh, deary, I can’t
remember what shic said, but Prof. Mitchell’s answer
was just too funny for any use; I forget just exactly
what he said, but it was just too good foranything. ™

Temperance  Orator.—* Who  have

Who
Bobby (just from the circus)—*1 kunow, \lbings.**

red  eyves?

“Do you own that dog?" asked Billy Bliven
“Yaa-s,” replied Gus de Jay.

“Will he mind you?”
“Oh I nevah try to boss him ! I just own him.”

READING NOTES

Students, teachers aud physicians get Turkish baths
at half price at the Turkish Bath Iustitute in this city.
Travellers say that nowhere in Europe can you get a
better bath,

Medical men generally are now recommending the
Turkish Bath for the general health, and more espe-
cially for rheumatism, coughs and colds  Itisa very
pleasant remedy.

Gentlemen have the carly moring. afternoon and
cvening hours.
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Applied Science Bania Bluh Flowers! ___Flomepsll

WINDSOR HALL,

‘I'he finest flowers, and most Artistic Floral work, can
be had at all seasons and for all vecasions

QODQG RT, | s.S. BAIN, Florist,

66 BEAYER HALL HILL, A few doors below Dorcliester St.

FRIDAY Evening, January 20]:11,:THE SM”H ER TYPEWB]TEH-

RESERVED SEATS, - 50 Cents. |

With kiud assistance of University of Vermout.

AT 8 P.M.

“Improvement the Order of the Age.”

Can largely increase his income by working during his

Compwetitors must improve in order to equad it.

A YOUNG MAN A. BRYCE,

spare time for a First Class Life and Accident Insurance 1744 Notre Dame Street, - MONTREAL.

Company, address 1.0. Box 8335, Montreal.

Azent for the EDISON PIIONOGRADMIL
Telephone 2963

STUDENTS’ umqum ERS. TO WHEELMEN.

All the Books required for the ?;

Before buying your Wheel for the voming seasesr, eall it attl e the

ARTS, SCIENCE AND MEBICINE “HUMBER"BEESTON

FACULTIES OF McCILL,

AN T

To BE 31ab FROM : NEW “HOWE i

W. DRYSDATLE 8& CO. !
Dowa Town Store, - - 232 ST. JAMES ST. | Tyrcand the Laforee Tyres, SULE AGENT,

Up Town Store, - - 2385 ST. CATHERINE ST.

[

The moat perfect Safety Bicyeles 0 the market,  Danlop Adjustalitg

LOUIS RUBENSTEIN, %37 Cnalu STREFT,

THE INGRES-COUTELLIER SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES.

100 Dorchester St., (KINKORA.)

We have much pleasure in anneuncing that
we have opened a

Fencing - Academy

in comiection with our establi-hment. We have
secured the services of Mr. A, Duret, late of
the Ecole Supéiizure de Gaerre, Paris, and are
now ready for pupil-.

Terms: §ro per monta, lessans every day
if desired. For clibs of ten members, McSill
Swudents, $60.00 per month,

THE INGRES-COUTELLIER SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES.

Stugle Trial Lessons Frec. Send for Circulars.
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“ THE BOYS buy their own and
sweethearts’

GLOVES =

T T

Raris Rid Glove Store.

262 St. Jame« St 2341 $t. Catherine Street.

E. B. GRAKE 8 50),

MEDALS FOR SPORTS.

Badges, Lapel Buttons, Pins, etc., in Hard
Enamel, of all colors, a specialty.

DESIGNS and ESTIMATES FREE OF CHARGE

Expericnced Designers and Enamellers on the promiscs.

LARGEST STOCK o

Medium Priced Watches and Jewellery in the city.

Jesetlery e Lo eender aml Watehes rejaired at Lowes?t Prices.,

R. HEMSLEY,

255 & 257 St. James Street.

PALMER'S
Hair Dr~ssmg Palace.

THE LARGEST ASSORTMENT QF
Biusizes, Coizbs. Razors. Strops,
Peifrmery and Toilet
Artscles.

1743 & 1745 NOTRE DAME STREET.

SEASON I1392.93.
I beg o announce that my stock, consisting of

duitings, Mcltons, Beavers. Friezes, &c.

IS NOW COMPLLETE,
SPECIAL DISCOUNT TO STUDEN'I’S.

.B.—DRESS SUITS, best cloth and workmanship
Sitk Lining, $3h.00.
INSPECTION INVITED.

WM. FARQURARSON,

Merchant Tailor,

135 ST. PETER STREET.

MORTON PI;ilLLIPb & Cc’O
STATIONERS,

Blank Book Makers and Printers,

1355 & 1757 NOTRE DAME STREET,

———=MONTREATL,-—==—=—

AGENTS FOR

THE CALIGRAPH

WRl'I'ING MACHINE.

\\ hat du you lhlnk
I’ll shave you for nothing
And give you a drink

JOSEPH VEZINA,

12 McCill Coliege Av,, just below St. Catherine St,

PRICES; HAIR CUT 15 CENTS.

sShaving, 12 Tickcels $l.oo.

Mansen Moullms Surges'y

Recommcudcll For the use of Students by the
Prof. Surgery in McGill and other Univcrsities.

PUBLISHED ON SATURDAY.

For Sale only by the Exclusive J\gent,

Cupics can be scen at my store.

———— el e e o ———

Qnemcm q?:un @TORG

.27 St. Lawrence Main.

This Store is known to be the cheapest ome in the city to buy
furs and have repairing done.

Comae in aud see our prices, and you will find yov can do bette
with us than withjany other Furrier in Montreal.




