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Why Japan Needs Christ and Why Christ Needs Japan

“ HE Key to Asia” is the signu
T cant name given to Japan by
missionary statesmen, and the
relative position she occuples in the
Orient is an insistent and urgent call for
her speedy evangelization.

In the days of long ago Japan looked
to China for her code of morals, her re
ligions, her literature, her art
and her education; but when
she opened her doors
tern civilization she ceased to
look back, and her old stand
ards were forever abandoned.

Japan sought help from all
the world in the readjustment
of her national life, in tne or
ganization of her educational
system, in establishing her army
and navy, in introducing and
developing modern trausporta-
tion systems and in advancing
her commercial and industrial
interests Anything which
would contribute to her mater-
fal and intellectual progress was
adopted and adapted; but with
her religions she was not only
gatisfled, but was bitterly op
poscd to the entrance of Chris
had not studied
ing principles of
lization, nor recog:
ed that it owed its best to
the Christianity which she de-
spiscd

During the past generation
Japan has made marvellous ad-
vancement A l«]nrw'nl(nllw
government, an educational
tem recognized the world over
for its completeness from kin
de rten to university, an army
which has achieved, a na
modern and well equipped, rail-
way and shipping facilities up to
Aate, and au ever-dncreasing
world trade, all testify that
Japan has fairly won the place
ghe holds in international coun
cils and in the sisterhood of
nations.

While Japan has taken her
P among the nations of the
world, she holds a unique posi-
tion in the Orient. Sne con-
trols Korea; her victory over Russia
did much to arouse China into indepen-
dence; Sjam sent her embassies to in-
quire r regarding Japan's greatness; the

Missionary Topic for Week of August
10. Matt, 18: 3-8; 18-23

MRS. F. C. STEP{ENSON

unrest in India is attributed by some to
the spirit of Oriental leadership which
Japan is exerting, consciously or uncon
sciously, directly or indirect

What shall Japan's leadership be? It
is the privilege of the Christian Church
to answer this question. "The old

Oriental life has, to a very large extent,

Is it possible to reach the Japanese and
train them as Christians? This question
is answered by the organization and
work of the Japanese Churches, by their
outstanding leaders and by the missic
aries they are beginning to send out. The
native leaders in Christian work to-d.
became Christians when to leave the
of their fathers meant sacrifices
of which we knu»\ nothing. Now

A BUDDHIST FUNERAL, JAPAN

given way to new thought; old civiliza-
tion, old philosophies and old religions
are being displaced. Their old faiths are
slipping away What shall we give in
their place? Japan must be prepared for
leadership, and that leadership must be
Christian.

Christianity no longer re
garded as a foreign religion, and
although its communicants num
ber only about one hundred thou
sand, these figures do not repre
gent the number who come un
der the influence of Christianity
pan's educational sys
surely preparing the way of the
Lord, and the great number of
students in all centres of educa
tion constitutes an almost un
paralleled opportunity for lead
ing men to Chr and enlisting
them in His service. Can these
rtudents be reached? Yes, The
following extract from a private
letter from the Rev. P. G. Price,
who sailed last autumn for
Japan, is an appeal for workers
to which we hope some of our
young men will respond: * The
recent Mott me at the
Methodist  Tabe Tokyo,
were of special value
have shown what can be done
among students These meet
ings were held for two nights
only, but the first night one
hundred and twenty signea the
pledge cards to pray and study
and give their alleglance to
Christ if. after due investigation,
their reason and conscience per-
mitted The nd evening
three hundred and e
others signed the same pledge.
In addition to this one hundred
and eighty eame out immediately
for Christ without the need of
further examination or investiga
I have never heard a more
appeal to flee from sin

than Mr. Mott delivered 1
ve never seen so large a percentage of
response to the Gospel message, It was
not an educational appeal, but one to flge
from sin and to receive power to over
come sin I would say, however, that
practically every man who made decision
on these two evenings has been taught

as they

teen
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the Bible in the place from which he
came. Tokyo ought to be the place. where
the results of the seed sown in tne coun-
try are reaped. The students, it is true,
are often in schools in Tokyo which do
not stand for religion; but it is also true
that they are away from home, and are
more subject to new influences and are
more able to make a radical change.

In writing of the same meetings Dr,
Burwash states: “In reaching the student
body we reach the future leaders of the
empire. No other class is more impor-
tant. They are thoroughly open to the
influence, of religious truth and the re-
ligious spirit. Quite a number are
already Christian, and their counten-
ances and their voices as they sing with
the spirit express the depth and fervor
of their religion. Dr. John R. Mott de-
voted the last two nights of our common
stay in Japan to the Tabernacle and, with
more courage than I had ventured, called
for an expression of their interest In
Christianity, and nearly five hundred
responded by signing cards expressive
either of their resolve to becom. Chris-
tians, or of their decision to understand
Christianity more perfectly. Surely the
field is white for the reapers!”

Japan's three hundred thousand stu-
dents in her higher schools and the six
millions in her primary schools present a
challenge to the Christian Church that
must be acknowledged. The response of
the students to Dr. Mott's appeal is an
evidence that education does not satisfy
the soul's deepest longing nor meet its
deepest  need Japan's students need
Christ, and the need of the students is
the need of the community, of the home,
of the individual.

“ Christianity in Japan has awakened a
sense of spiritnal need Men are no
longer satisfled with the incomplete
moral teaching, the superstitions, the
character of many of their religious
teachers, their failure to give any satis
factory solution of the problems of life
and their lack of moral power.” These
are the words of a missionary who has
spent many years in Japan. The appeal
of all missionaries is, “Send us more
workers.” There never was such an op-
portunity for work as at the present time.
The readiness of all classes to listen to
the Gospel message testifies that Japan is
seeking Truth. May we respond and give
her Christ, the Way, the Truth and the
Life, for the Japanese as well as for us.

Japan needs Christ for her own sake;
then for the sake of the great Orient
world in which she has won so important
a place, A Christian Japan means the
mightiest force in bringing China to
Christ, and in changing the thought and
life of millions in non-Christian Asia. If
this great Orient is won to Christ, it will
be through the people of the Orient. Mis-
sionaries recognize this. The harvest is
so great and the laborers so few that all
the foreign workers can hope to do is to
reach the comparatively few and depend
on some of these to become workers
among their own people,

After two thousand years of Chris-
tianity there is not a so-called Christian
nation to-day that can announce to the
non-Christian world, * We are Christian.
Follow us” Western and Christian are,
to the people of the Orient, interchange-
able terms. We ourselves know how wide
their difference, and how much we have
in our Western civilization which is not
Christian. God calls nations as well as
men to His work. Is there one nation
ready to respond? Will Japan be the first?

Japan is Orfental. Will she win the
Orient for Christ? Can she win it with-
out our help? Are we preparing her for
the highest leadership? God is calling
Japan through us. We must give her our
best if she is to be trained for efficient
leadership in the Kingdom of our God.
Doors are now open. It is possible for
them to close again.
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A Trip Through the Luther Country

V. Luther's Break With Rome
FREDERICK E. MALOTT.

ninety-five theses that Martin
Luther nailed up on the door of the
church at Wittenberg. This old church
£till stands. It is known as the Schloss-
K!rche, or castlechurch, The door that
was used as a bill-board was burned in
1760. It was replaced in 1858 by another,
covered with brass, on which is inscribed
in Latin the ninetyfive theses. Every
schoolboy knows, too, something about
the Indulgences against which Luther
protested, But as so much hinged on
Luther's attitude toward these, and so
great a fire was kindled by the discussion
that followed his protest, it may be well
to remind ourselves again of what it all
meant
About the time of Luther's visit to
Rome, Pope Leo X. began the building of
the famous,St. Peter's Church at Rome.

E\'ERY schoolboy has read about the

the man he chose as his agent was pecu-
liarly suited to this sort of traffic. His
name was John Tetzel. Tetzel was a
profligate Dominican monk, with shame-
less audacity and a pecullar power of
popular declamation and appeal.

From town to town Tetzel and his
company went with great pomp and cere-
mony. He entered towns with flying
banners and blaring trumpets, and rallied
the people at the churches, where daily
addresses were given on the benefits tha:
were to be purchased for small sums of
money. Everything that could be done
was done to play upon the feelings of the
people. The torments of their departed
friends were depicted in vivid terms to
call forth contributions to free them
from the pains of purgatory. In the case
of the living, confession and a certain
amount of contrition were required ‘n
addition to money,
but for souls in pur-

MARKET SQUARE AND CASTLE CHURCH, WITTENBERG.

This church was to be the expression of
the new Italian art. The supreme ques-
tion with the Pope was how to finance his
undertaking. The plan he adopted was
the peddling of indulgences over all
Europe.

Indulgences had been bought and sold
before this, and the papal revenue in-
creased thereby, but the sale of them had
never been vigorously pushed. So great
a man as Thomas Aquinas had defended
them. The theory of the Church was that
as many eminent saints had lived excep-
tionally good lives, and in many cases
had suffered martyrdom for their faith,
that they had to their credit more good
works than were necessary for their own
salvation. The Church, it was argued,
had the power of disposing of this merit
to whom it would. Now many poor sin-
ners were far short in their account—
moral bankrupts, and to such the Church
sald, “Do a certain amount of penance
and pay a certain amount of money, and
some of this stored-up merit, at our dis-
posal, will be credited to you."

At the time St. Peter's was begun it
was thought a good scheme to finance the
undertaking by pushing the sale of indul-
gences. In Germany a monopoly was
given to Albert, Archbishop of Mayence
and Magdeburg. He was an ambitious
prelate, and his princely style of living
had led him to borrow large sums of
money from a firm of wealthy bankers
named Fugger, at Augsburg. From the
Pope, Albert obtained permission to keep
half of the money he could make out of
indulgences, that he might repay this
loan. Naturally, when there was personal
profit in it, the Archbishop pushed the
sale of pardons with all expedition, and

gatory nothing was
asked for but money.
The friends of the
dead were assured of
quick release for
their departed on
payment of their
cash, “The moment
the money tinkles in
the box, the soul
gprings up out of
purgatory,” were the
words of Tetzel to
the credulous crowd
who came to hear
him,

Now Luther had
learned from his
own experience, from
the writings of
Augustine, from emi-
nent men of his own
day, but most of all
from the Scriptures,
that release from guilt and penalty cannot
be purchased either by good works or
money. He had long been preaching the
doctrines of Paul and Augustine, and
when Tetzel came to the borders of Sax-
ony to push his shameless traffic, Luther
stood ready to oppose him. The Elector
of Saxony stood ready also to oppose
Tetzel, but in his case it was not dis-
belief in indulgences, but dislike to
having so much money taken out of his
already impoverished dominions, that led
to his opposition. Tetzel accordingly
withdrew to Jiiterbog. But he could not
get beyond the range of Luther's vigorous
preaching, for people were coming and
going and carrving news continually.
The of Luther's ar t
impressed the people. “ Does God so love
money,” he said. “ that for the sake of a
few pence He will leave poor souls linger-
ing in torment; and. if the Pope has the
power he claims, why does he not, for
love, release them all?”

Tetzel's approach roused Luther to new
activity, and on the 31st of October, 1517,
the eve of All Saints’ Day, he posted up
on the door of the Castle Church a series
of propositions which he proposed to de-
fend against all debaters. This was an
old university custom, and the door of
the collegiate church was used as a bill-
board. The next day, being Sunday, he
addressed the people on the subject and
exhorted them to seek salvation in God
and Christ alone, and to put no faith in
indulgences.

The theses created a sensation which
far surpassed Luther's expectations. In
fourieen days they were printed in Ger-
man and scattered all over Germany. The
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people were ready for them. Indignation
had been rising at this shameless bar
gaining in salvation. But no one had as
yet dared to raise a protest, for fear of
being branded as a heretic. It remained
for this earnest young university pro-
fessor to strike the first blow.

Tetzel was the first to answer Luther.
Many others took up the challenge and
wrote and spoke in defence of indul-
gences. Luther began to use his pen as
well as his voice. Pamphlet after
pamphlet was given out in vigorous Ger-
man in defence of his views. These were
scattered broadcast and were eagerly
read. They served as educators of the
people. At first the Pope paid little atten-
tion to the controversy. He said: “It is
a drunken German who has written the
theses, and he will think differently about
them when he is sober.” But he soon
learned that it was a man in sober
earnest with whom he had to deal.

The Pope's first step after he became
alarmed was to summon Luther to Rome
to be tried for heresy; but the University
nf Wittenberg, of which he was a pro-
fessor, claimed that Luther should be
tried in Germany, The Pope demanded
that “this child of the devil,” as he
called Luther, should be delivered up to
him. But the Pope soon found that he
was dealing with Germany and not Mar-
tin Luther only. Germany had some
grievances which she wanted settled.
Among other things there was a growing
discontent at the constant draining of the
country to fill the papal coffers. The Pope
was wise enough to move slowly, and he
consented to a trial at Augsburg. Nothing
came of this trial except that Luther felt,
on his return to Wittenberg, that it was
hopeless to try to get the papal consent
to any reforms in the Church.

Public disputations and the writing of
pamphlets now occupied Luther’s time.
Had he been alone he would most cer-
tainly have been brought to the stake.
But he had too many powerful friends at
his back to be treated as Huss was
treated. The German nobility and the
German people were with him, and many
of the clergy as well. A papal bull of
excommunication was issued against him,
but, as we have seen, Luther publicly
burned this at Wittenberg, Dec. 10th,
1520.

The next step was to bring Luther to
trial again. Charles V., had recently been
made Emperor of what is known as The
Holy Roman Empire, His sympathies
were all with Rome. Shortly after his
accession he held a Diet or Council at
Worms, and hither Luther was sum-
moned (o answer the charge ol heresy
At this famous trial Luther boldly de-
fended his doetrines, and only by the
strategy of his friends escaped. We ghall
find him next at “The Wartburg," en-
gaged in his preat work of translating
the Bible into German.

Farmers

Sing a song of farmers,
Up at early morn,

With four-and-twenty chores to do,
Before the breakfast horn.

When the breakfast's over,
There's little to be done,

Except to plow the fodder,
And let the harrows run,

And mow the sheep, and prune the beets,
And curry up the swine,

And shear the hens, and dig the hay,
And shoe the gentle kine,

And sow the wheat, and rake the rye,
And wash and dress the land,

And things like tnat which city folks
Can never understand.

—Life.

SHOW THIS PAPER TO YOUR
FRIENDS.

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

14/

Practical Problems for Progressive People

We give herewith a number of ques-
tions that have been propounded by our
correspondents. We shall be glad indeed
to hear from any of our friends on any of
them. The editor's judgment is not in-
fallible and his answers may not always
be satisfactory or complete. Write your
opinions, criticisn suggestions, experi-
ences, freely an nd them in without
reserve.—Edito

“As a District E. L. President, I would
like to know why the greatest em-
phasis is laid on raising money. Is
it mot better to advise the develop-
ment of young men and young women
for their own sakes? Are they not
of more value than money?"

Who lays the emphasis? Certainly not
this paper! We concur most heartily
with the evident conviction of our ques-
tioner. Any Epworth League degenerates
whose activities are employed primarily
in raising money. Many a League has
died because it had no greater objective
before it than to raise money. To value
our young people merely as money-raising
agents, 18 a sure way to lose them. The
Epworth League exists to cultivate life,
and to raise money only incidentally as
the expression of life. Compromising
with our young people on the basis of
money-giving is harmful to them, disas-
trous to the League, and dishonoring to
God. “ They first gave their own selves.”
Their offerings followed. It is easler to
get money than to get love. God wants
the latter. The former alone is but dross.
Give Him the love of the heart, and the
money of the pocket will follow. We be-
lieve in reaching a man’s pocket through
his heart; we do not think many men's
hearts are reached through their pockets,
This may not be popular with some; but
it is in our judgment logical. Leagues
have died because they they have given
God nothing but money. Start at the
right end and money isn't it

the other hand, don't put up with fre

quent or habitual mumbling,

“In a country League where the meets
ings are held in the Church, what
would you do to kave cverybody sit
in the centre seats, and to get the
young men from the corners of the
Church?”

A practical problem indeed! If they
would not listen to a reasonable appeal
and accede to a kind request based there
on, 1 would rope off the seats that were
not to be used. Do this quietly and un
ostentatiously befors the hour of meeting,
and the probability 18 that your members
will good-naturedly file fn and take the
places you desire, Don't scold

“ Do you think the President should tak:
cach wmeeting all through? Or do
you think it best to have different
chairmen take the meetings?"

No! Yés! The President s the chief
executive officer of the League; but unless
he wants to kill the League, he will have
more wisdom and tact than to even ap-
pear o want to dominate every meeting
1f 1 were President, I would try to aevelop
as many young persons as I could in the
qualities of leadership, but would hardly
expeot to do this by taking every meet-
ing myself. The Epworth League was
never intended to be a one-man's affair;
still less was It ever Intended to be a one-
woman's concern, Give both boys and
girls a chance,

“Do you think it right for League mem
bers or Church members who are
not Leaguers, to neglect League or
prayer meetings to attend sporting
meets such as baseball, hockey, foot-
ball, or even lawn-tennis?”

It depends on what you mean by ‘' ne
glect.” | can concelve of n speclal case
that would justify thelr cholee for the

MISSIONARIES SELLING LITERATURE AT A JAPANESE FESTIVAL

“ Should Leaguers be allowed to get up
and mumble off something which can-
not be heard?”

Not often! But deal gently with them.
dncourage vocal expression by encour-
aging them to speak up, not by eritici-
zing them because they don’t. The

League should be a school of practice in

public speaking. The most timid member

should have a chance, and feel free to
express himself. Physical causes combine
sometimes to make it hard for beginners
to speak; but even they should speak, not

“mumble.” A personal word in private

will help overcome the nervous feeling

that often weakens the voice and parches
the throat when an inexperienced young
person gets up to speak, or read, or sing.

Do not be hard on the novices; but on

evening; but ordinarily, no! It might be
possible to attend both, 1 have played
baseball with boys before League meet-
ing, and have skated with my young folk
after prayer-meeting to thelr profit and
for my own benefit. Why not? “ Do all
for the glory of God,"” but “let all things
be done decently and in order” Cer
tainly these are not observed when sport
of any kind usurps the hour of prayer.

“Can you expect a good League if the
pastor never goes, and seemingly
takes no interest in the matter beyond
paying his ducs to the funds of the
Society?”

Certainly not! There are two extremes
to avold in this matter, 1, Do not expect
your pastor to dominate your League,
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2. Do not be content if he is habitually

absent. The pastor is not the chief offi-
cer of the League. He is its pastor.
That involves shepherding. He counsels,
guldes, encourages, inspires, but never
dictates. If he does none of these, he is
a failure as a leader of his young people.
I would advise you to interview him.
Don't be afraid of him. Perhaps he is
naturally retiring. Some ministers are.
Doubtless he ‘is busy. All 1 ‘nisters
should be. Find out what the n .tter is.
He might be indifferent, occasionally a
minister is even that. If so, wake Him
up. It sounds strange; but some Leagues
actually do have trouble with their pas-
tors as well as pastors having trouble
with their Leagues. Get together.

“Ours is a League in a rural section
where the President is a middle-aged
man who has held office continuously
for six years, Would not the yrowth
of this Society be enhanced if a
change were made, even if a timid
younyg man were placed at its head?”

The pastor nominates “two or more
persons” for President at the annual
meeting, and “the election shall be by
ballot.” If the election has been pro-
ceeded with according to the Constitu-
tion, it follows that for six successive
years your pastors have nomirated the
same president with at least six others
for the office, and the League has by bal-
lot elected the same man over all the
other candidates. He must be a popular
man. But the election may not have been
regularly conducted “ according to Disei-
pline.” Too often our officers are elected
irregularly. The solution is in your own
hands. Elect someone else if you feel that
the present President has had his day,
and surely be has. Honestly, I can con-
ceive of few if any situations that would
justify the continuance of any middles
aged man as President of a rural Epworth
League for six successive years, and if 1
were pastor, I certainly would most seri-
ously study the conditions before I even
nominated him. Give the boys a chance.
The Epworth League is a young people’s
Soclety.

“Is it possible for a League to be so en-
grossed in the work of its own local
wyoung people, that it takes no inter-
est in any connexional enterprise?”

Bless you! Yes! Many do. One of our
weaknesses is lack of the connexional
spirit. League loyalty is good, but con-
nexional loyalty is better. Congre-
gational co-operation is commendable, but
connexional unity and enterprise are in-
dispensable to Methodist success. Many
are locally loyal and that only. With
them charity not only “ begins at home,”
but stays there. It is all very fine for

a man to say, * All churches are alike to

me;” but 1 have found that in such a

case he 1s “alike to all churches,” and

of little use to any. Be Methodists! In-
telligent, devoted, loyal, connerional.

That isn't bigotry. Some people are so

liberal they are dreadfully shallow, and

while narrowness and depth do not always
accompany one another, I confess that

I would sooner have our young people

dubbed “narrow” by the critics because

of their zeal for the Church of their fa-
thers, than boast of their “breadth of
vision” and “liberal thought,”and not
know either what they are or why. Your

Church is bigger than your community

and a good Methodist seeks to know his

Church’s work everywhere and to assist

its every enterprise. BE METHODISTS.

Conductor: * We have missed the con-
nection, and you will have to wait at this
station six hours.” Old Lady (who is a
little nervous on the railroad): *“ Well,
I'm safe for six hours, anyway.”
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District Meetings and the Epworth League

S intimated in our last issue, a letter
was personally sent to each Chair-
man of District, requesting more than the
usual routine attention to the Epworth
League work of the District, at the an-
nual District meeting. Tits article is
of necessity written before the reports of
the District meetings have been generally
published, and at this date only two
Districts have sent any kind of reply
to the letter referred to. One of these is
in the form of a posteard from the Chair-
man, and briefly states, “Considering that
the Epworth League interests are so well
looked after by our District Executive,
we didn't consider any action was
necessary.”  Opinions differ, and of
course the District Meeting should be the
best judge of the situation; but even the
District Executive would have been en-
couraged by some word of commendation
and encouragement, and would have re-
sponded doubtless to a bit of wise and
kindly stimulus,

Of all the members of that same District
Executive, and the Committee is fully or-
ganized, only two returned their report
blank to the General Secretary—the
President and the Third Vice-president,
and the Committee has had but one meet-
ing in seven months. Perhaps no action
was really “necessary”; but we cannot
too strongly reaffirm our conviction that
every District League, no matter how
well it may seem to look after the local
Leagues of its territory, will appreciate
the counsel and respect the advice of the
superior body—the Annual District Meet-
ing. We are just a bit curious to know,
and we shall try to find out somehow,
just how many of our Annual District
Meetings have considered no action neces-
sary.

The other District reporting to the
General Secretary is also well or

scrutiny, wise and tactful guidance, and
united co-operation everywhere, so that
he has felt compelled to ask the respon-
sible bodies to give careful attention to
the work, in the hope of greater success
than ever in the Epworth League as a
great connexional organization.
. . . - . .

Since writing the above, another Dis-
trict Meeting has reported. This is the
resolution passed in their case:—

After reviewing the state of the work
on this District, and finding that there
has been a decrease of two senior
Leagues and of one junior society, av
a total decrease in membership of
with a decrease also in the offerings ;
that while there are 53 preaching places
on the District and only 31 have Leagues
organized, this District Meeting wishes
to cxpress its confidence in the adapta-
bility of the organization of the Epworth
League for the Ohristian edification and
deepening of the spiritual life of our
young people; and as we feel that in
whatsoever measure the Leagues have
failed, it has been due to a lack of a
sufficiently energetic application of its
principles, we would therefore recommend
(1) That pastors and leading League
workers make an immediate effort to
organize, if possible, a Senior League at
every preaching place, and a Junior
League  wherever a suitable - Superin-
tendent can be found; and that every
pastor closely supervise the work among
the young people on their charges. (2)
That the District Epworth League keep
in close touch with the General Epworth
League Board through the Conference
Ezecutive, and also with the local
Leagues, with a view to rendering them
more efficient support and guidance.

These r are

It has always been well in the front line
of eficiency through its District League,
and no District in Ontario has a better
proportionate record. But the District
Meeting, after carefully considering the
ground, expressed itself as follows:

Resolved, that while we regretfully
recognize that the work of our Epworth
Leagues and Young People's Societies is
far from being as effective or successful
spiritually as we desire or as we believe
it might be, yet we still express our faith
and confidence in the special mission of
the Epworth League, and in the possi-
bility of increasing and improving its
eficiency and usefulness. To this end
we suggest two things: 1, Closer pastoral
attention and supervision; 2, a special
eflort to deepen the spiritual life of our
church in general, and of our Youny
People's Societies in particular.

Regarding the unsatisfactory financial
condition of the Canadian Erworti ERA,
we express our opinion that its issuc is
caxceedingly valuable to our Young Peo-
ple's Societies, and consequently consider
it a reflection on our Methodist young
people that «t has not yet reached a suffi-
cient circulation to make it self-sustain-
ing. We recommend another earnest
eflort to so increase its circulation as to
enable it to pay its way and make its con-
tinuance possible.

As a District we hereby pledge our-
sclves to give our very best thought, at-
tention and effort to the work of the
woung people, and to canvass our Ohurch,
with a view to holding our young people
and winning them for Christ and His
service.

That reads well, and, knowing the
brethren concerned well, we are encour-
aged at the outlook on the Distri¢t at
large. It is no great pleasure to the Gen-
eral Secretary to fairly bombard the Dis-
trict Meetings and Conference Epworth
League Committees with letters; but the
situation demands close and prayerful

The personal interest and attention of
the pastors cannot be too strongly em-
phasized. One District League Secretary
candidly states that on that District “an-
tagonistic pastors” bar the way to pro-
gress, and writes: “The District Execu-
tive would suggest to the General Board
an Epworth League revival, to be con-
ducted solely for pastors, that they may
be brought from pre-historic darkness
into the light of modern civilization and
be ready to help ‘look up’ and ‘lift up’
‘for Christ and the Church'"” This may
seem like sarcasm, it may look like sad
disrespect to the ministers, but it Is not
80 intended. The Executive recognizes
that among the pastors “ there are many,
of course, who are the very light of our
work ”; but we know that in the terri-
tory of this District Executive the earnest
r of the C has been
under a heavy handicap from the indif-
ference of some, at least, of the circuit
superintendents and supplies.

We must not be too severe on such
young men and women as have written
the above extracts. They are devoted to
Christ, sincere in their desire to extend
His kingdom, and the General Secretary
knows by personal contact, as well as by
correspondence with them, that they de-
sire above all things else in their office
the success of the Epworth League.
There are others who feel as they do,
though they may not express themselves
80 frankly, and who will join in the judg-
ment expressed, that an Epworth League
revival among the pastors would be a
splendid thing for the young people, and
in nowise a bad thing for the pastors
themselves.

. . . . . .
Another letter places another feature
before us. The following minute from the
District records was forwarded officially
to this office:—
The roll of the District was called, and
@ careful inquiry was made concerning
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the work among the young people of the
District. On several fields Bible Study
classes, literary classes, boys' clubs, girls'
societies, report having made progress
that was highly gratifying in spite of the
strong counter attractions. On two or
three of the circuits, especially in the
larger towns, the report of loss through
moving picture shows caused deep con-
cern. The chief opposition that has to be
faced in the smaller towns and villages is
the dance hall.

Two thoughts were suggested on read-
ing the above: 1, the manifest tendency
to substitute some other form of Young
People’s Soclety for the Epworth League;
and 2, the need of the Church becoming
more and more the centre of the social
life of the young pecple in the com-
munity. Here is an extract from a letter
received recentiy from one of the best
known of our eastern ministers. It states
the case clearly regarding our first
thought:

Other organizations that are a sort of
modification of the Epworth League are
being introduced, and seem short-lived. 1
am convinced that the Epworth League,
in the c of its or
and in its ity to all diti
has not been equalled and cannot easily
be surpassed.

That conviction is worth thinking
over, and we believe the judgment lead-
ing up to it is sound. As to the Epworth
League's place in the soclal life of the
community, we think that a careful per-
usal of Mr. Bishop's article further on in
this issue will prove most suggestive.
Our sympathy is with young people who
like pictures. They should have them,
but the Church should see that the pic-
tures that attract are morally wholesome
and artistically beautiful. No unclean
thing, whether for eye or ear, should be
tolerated, and a high moral sense and an
acute moral conscience should so exist in
every y by an awak d
Church that our streets and all they con-
tain shall be safe places for our boys and
girls in every way., God pity the young
folk who are under the spell of the dance
hall. And while you pity them, too, do
not blame them severely for forming
dance hall tastes and companionships if
your church offers them nothing to min-
ister to their social natures or affords
them wholesome recreation and healthful
pleasures,

. . . . . L . . .

“We wurge our minsters, Epworth
League Presidents and League workers
in general, to do all in their power to de-
velop the prayer spirit in our Epworth
League meetings, even though it may
mean less topic reading, and that a copy
of this resolution be sent each minister
and Epworth League President.”

This is part of a minute of proceedings
at one of our central District Meetings,
and touches a vital matier. We have
pleasure in passing on the recommenda-
tion it contains to all our Leagues. Lit-
erary Circles are good, Social Clubs are

fal. M y are valu-
able; but an Epworth League is more
than any of these, more indeed than all
put together. It is essentially a Holy
Club, as truly as was that at Oxford when
Wesley started his glorious campaign for
inward spiritual life and growth. The
Epworth League includes the study of
literary topics, it exercises 'a wholesome
social influence, it raises missionary
money; but it cannot fulfil its office and
ministry by these alone. It must breathe
the vital atmosphere of prayer, all its
meetings must be permeated by the spirit
of prayer, all its activities must be
prompted by the motive which prayer en-
genders, and unless its members learn
how to pray and live out the prayer life,
it is a failure as an Epworth League,
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A Plain Talk Between Ourselves Con-
cerning This Paper

PAST!
It Has Had a Past!

PRESENT!
It Has a Present!

FUTURE?
Shall It Have a

Future?
THE ANSWER RESTS WITH ITS PATRONS AND FRIENDS
If you care about it, read this article. You may find it illuminating. If

you do not, pass along.

You may find something to

interest you farther on.

written orginally as an editorial
for these pages. On consultation
with the Manager of the Periodical Depart-
ment of the Book Room, and on his advice
it was not printed in the paper, but was
issued in leaflet form and a copy was sent
to all our ministers and Young People's
Societies' presidents. That was in June,
1910. A second issue was similarly ecir-
culated in January, 1912. The thought of
the Manager of the Periodical Depart-
ment of the Book Room was that it might
be unwise to expose our weaknesses, and
that our readers should not be lectured
on the matter of circulation, for not they,
but the non-subscribers, were to blame
for the coriparative fewness of our
patrons. But it is time to speak out, and,
whether wise or unwise, the editor deems
this an opportune issue in which to * tell
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth " concerning this paper.
First, to get our view-point in June,
1910, read the circular to which reference
has been made above. Here it is:

THE following “Plain Talk"” was

A PLAIN TALK BETWEEN OUR-
SELVES.

June, 1910,

In the last number of THE CANADIAN
BErwortn Era which he prepared (De-
cember, 1908), Dr. Crews, who was then
its editor, made this important statement
regarding it: “If the subscription Ilist
falls off to any appreciable extent, the
result will be that the Era will go out of
existence altogether, a consummation de-
voutly to be regretted. Let it be under-
stood that the only way for the Epworth
League to have a paper of its own is for
its members to rally to its support in a
loyal and enthusiastic way.”

Tmmediately following the appearance
of this editorial paragraph unexpected
changes, consequent on the death of Dr.
Withrow, took place. Dr. Crews became
editor of the Sunday School publications,
and to the writer, as part of his duties
as Secretary of the General Board of
Sunday Schools and Young People's
Socleties, was given editorial charge of
the Era.

Though our subscribers have not de-
creased in number, we have not very
materially increased, and we regret to
say that our Leaguers have not generally
responded to the former editor's last call
to “rally to its support in a loyal and
enthusiastic way.” Just why this has
been the case the present editor has been
making it his concarn, as far as possible,
to find out. While he is not responsible
for the publication of the Era, he is
naturally intensely interested in the busi-
ness success of the paper, and wants
to see it where it never has been, on a
self-supporting and paying basis.

Here are a few facts that an examina-
tion of our records and mailing sheets
has shown:

There are a number of Leagues and
other Young People’s Societies where not
even one Era is taken. What kind of

progress can they ever expect to make?
What kind of a soclety can they ever
hope to be?

There are fully 500 post offices where
only a single copy of the paper is on the
mailing sheet.

There are many places, we are told,
where the Era is passed around among
the appointed leaders of the weekly meet-
ings, and then simply for assistance in
the preparation of the topics. This is
unwise and unfair, and looks like indif-
ference or penuriousness, or both.

There are many hundreds of League
officers who are not subscribers. How any
person holding any official relation to the
young people’s work, or occupying any
office in any League or Young People's
Society can do intelligent or progressive
work or keep in touch with the growth
of the Church's activities among the
young people without the Era, we cannot
understand. If only all our officers took
the paper, our subscription 1ist would
greatly and immediately grow.

Now note that every League has been
asked by personal request from the Gen-
eral Secretary and Editor to appoint an
Agent for the Era, and thus provide both
the Book Steward and the Editor some-
one in every soclety with whom to cor-
respond in the interest of the paper.

The Editor has personally addressed
those who are the only subscribers at
their post offices, asking for their co-
operation in securing new names.

He has written all the officers whose
names and addresses he has who are not
subscribers, soliciting their subscriptions.

He has sent out many sample copies to
pastors, presidents, secretaries and others,
that they may at least have some slight
acquaintance with the paper.

If, after thirteen full years of trial, the
Epworth Leagues, other Young People's
Socleties and Sunday Schools of Cana-
dian Methodism do not appreciate the Era
enough to give it their support and make
it self-sustaining, the Editor is of the
opinion that the Book Committee might
well question its résponsibility or obliga-
tion for the continued publication of it
month after month at a loss.

Young people, do you not feel s Jhe
Editor somewhat ashamed and humili-
ated that, with an aggregate membership
of 80,000, we are not maintaining our
paper on a paying business basis?

Of course the paper does not please
everybody. What paper ever did or ever
will? But while some have criticized it,
the great majority of those who have
either written or spoken of it have done
so in words of kindly appreciation.

Your General Secretary has many other
duties to perform besides editing the Era,
but though various calls on his time and
strength may come, he will continue to
do his best to give to the Church a prac-
tical and helpful paper dealing with
organized Sunday School and young
people’s work, but he reminds the whole
body of Methodist youth of what Dr.
Crews wrote in his last Era editorial,
and which is quoted in italies above

These are some facts that ought to be
widely known and for which the Editor
has no apology. They are plainly stated
and honestly expressed. The issue re-
mains with you.

Let us all work together, and so make
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the Era increasingly useful in training
our young people for efficient service in
the Kingdom of God.

8. T. BARVLETT,

Remember, that a second batch of these
letters was sent through the mails to our
responsible leaders in January, 1912,
What are the results? As we stated In
our last issue, which was in the printers’
hands when the Book Committee met, it
is the “old, old story " of thirteen years’
repetition, and the Book Steward is
rightly tired of it: “The EPworTH Era
is not paying its way, and it looks as if
it never would do so.” Whether or not
the paper should be self-supporting may
be a debatable question in some minds.
As set forth in “ Plain Talk” above, the
Editor has no doubt on the subject him-
self, and thinks that it should. But here
are the facts regarding our past.

The paper was first issued in January,
1899. It was not expected to meet ex-
penses for three or four years, so we will
say nothing about the initial cost or the
legitimate deficiencies of the first five
years, which were naturally but pre-
paratory ones and the losses presumably
but temporary. But with 1904, after five
years of natural infancy, it was thought
that the circulation should have been suf-
ficlent to met expenses, and the next five
years became healthy ones for the Book
Room. But from 1904 to 1908 inclusive
there was an average annual deficit of
$958 in the publication of the paper. It
was in the face of this unpleasant situa-
tion that Dr. Crews, in the issue of De-
cember, 1908, made the statements
already quoted in “Plain Talk.” The
present editor commenced work with the
number for January, 1909, and has con-
sistently endeavored to bring the paper
into a position of self-support. He has
not succeeded. From 1909 to 1913, the
second quinquennial period of our calcu-
lation, the average annual loss in publish-
ing the paper has been $660. Altogether
this paper has cost the Book and Pub-
lishing Committee $8,094 since the first
issue of 1904, when it might reasonably
have been expected to begin to bring in
at least some revenue.

There is the situation as it relates to
the finances, Ought we not to improve
it? Can we not? Will we not? If we do
not, should we expect the Book Com-
mittee to continue the paper at such a
financial loss? These are questions for
our Epworth League leaders to carefully
ponder. Mark, our position is no worse
than it has been before. But year after
year the Book Steward has looked for
improvement, and has looked in vain.
Can we blame him if he advises the dis-
continuance of the paper under such cir-
cumstances?

The average yearly paid-up subserip-
tions from 1904 to 1908 numbered 5957,
From 1909 to 1913 they were 5,632. The
“leanest” year was in 1907, when the
net loss of publication was $1,195. In
1908 it was $1,157. In 1913 it was $1,125,
If such a record is not to continue we
must have more subscribers, and the only
way to get them is for our Leaguers and
young people generally to send them in.
If this is done the future will be assured.
If it is not—frankly, we see no future,
for the present disposition of the Book
Committee seems to be to give the paper
one more chance, and then—

WHAT DO YOU SAY ABOUT IT?

“Such a Cheerful Plice!”

“If we noticed little pleasures
As we notice little pains,
If we quite forgot our losses
And remembered all our gains,
If we looked for people’s virtues
And their fauits refused to see,
What a comfortable, happy,
Cheerful place this world would be!"
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THE LEAGUE FORUM

THE PASTOR.

An ever recurring question in connec-
tion with League work is what to do
with the pastor. Well, he is not to be a
figurehead; and he is not to do all the
work. He ought always to be on hand,
or generally, and should never be in the
way. He is the General Superintendent
of affairs, and is the man that in the
long run both Circuit and Conference
hold responsible for the success of the
League. But a leader is not a man who
is always to the front fussing about
things; a leader is generally out of sight
directing movements from the rear, and
sure that he has his hand and eye on
every officer and movement.

Some Presidents are sensitive as
photographic plates and can scarcely
take a suggestion from a pastor at all.
In some Leagues they make a conveni-
ence of the pastor to do hack work.
They open like this: * After singing
Hymn —— the pastor will lead us in
prayer.” (15 minutes later.) * After
singing Hymn —— the pastor will give
us a talk, as our Literary Committee
failed to provide a programme for to-
night” So it goes, the pastor is vir-
tually president, executive, lookout com-
mittee, programme, and esprit de corps
of the society; and yet his hands are
tied from doing effective work because
of a lot of figurehead officers.

The best plan is to get together and
have a talk over the situation. Let each
officer understand what his or her duties
are. Let the pastor's relation to the
Church and League be explained to all.
Let everyone be taken into conference in
these important things. The responsi-
bility should be properly distributed.

RIGHTS AND DUTIES.

Every member, every officer, in the
League has rights, and also duties.
Their duties are to acquaint themselves
with the constitution, to attend regular-
ly, to make the most of themselves and
the opportunity given them. Then it is
their duty to get in touch with conven-
tions, methods, and workers, that they
may be inspired and become more effec-
tive workers. The “rights” of officers,
especially, is to have the support of the
members. Members, too, should attend
regularly, should do what they are asked
by the officer, or at least make an at-
tempt at it. Co-operation is the word
that means success in this work—officers
and members working together.

SUCCESS AND EFFORT.

Some members wonder why their
League is not a greater success. If they
would spend some of the brain force
they use wondering, In planning and
working they would not meed to wonder
s0o much. Some farmers wonder why
they do not have better crops. Well,
their neighbors could tell them if they
would ask—they do not ask for advice,
not that kind. Their neighbors would
sgay, “Why, he doesn't know how to
farm, and he doesn’t work. He puts in
poor seed. He does not cultivate his
crops and get the weeds out of the way.
He does not take a farm paper. He is
about fifty years behind the times.” (See
his photograph in Proverbs 24: 30.34.)

Well, that is the way with some
Leagues. A young people's society on the
other side of the street that is half alive
could walk right around them. This is
the strenuous age, and a successful age

is always that. Can and Can't are two
engines. “Can” puffs, blows, and
scrapes, tugs, and gets ahead, reaches the
top of the grade and goes singing down
the other side—so on across the contin-
ent. “Can't” is a handsome looking
piece of machinery; the engineer Is a
splendid looking fellow (reminds me of
the President of an Epworth League I
knew once), the engine puffs and blows,
its wheels thunder a little, it tries once
or twice to make a run up hill but soon
gives it up. The company decide to use
it for a local yard engine. Did you ever
see success won without effort—hard
work, self-denial, sacrifice, blood?

Always try, you may fail to accom-
plish what you set out for, but you learn
something by trying.

LEAGUE IN HOT WEATHER.

“Shall we keep the League running in
warm weather?” Let us hear from the
members: First member speaks—“It is
too hard work to keep it going. Several
of our officers are out of the town on a
vacation, and it 4s hard to get pro-
grammes 1 move we adjourn for a few
weeks.” You notice this member is so
anxious to drop the League that she
wants to di further
if possible. Second member speaks: He
does not expect to get out of town. The
League is the one bright spot in his life;
he likes the meetings; in fact, no church
service helps and inspires him as much
as that. He wants to see it kept open;
knows a number that will come, An-
other thinks they ought to keep it open;
hotels are open, bars are open, shops are
open, factories are open, business is rush-
ing faster than ever on all sides. Still
another thinks they ought to keep going
every week. It ds true some will be
away, but there are others who will take
their places. They were not depending
on two or three persons to run the
League surely. Others would have a
chance to take part now.

In the end they decided to keep the
League going right through the hot
weather, but to vary the programme to
suit the season, have out<door sessions,
take a run out in the country somewhere
for a picnie, take singing books along
and have a good sing, have baseball,
football, drop the handkerchief, and so
forth.

The Lecgue that goes on in that way
we have an idea will do more good in
summer than in winter., Keep a-going!
“All at it and always at it.”

“A man is “lost” when he has no pur-
pose in life; he does not know where he
is going.

Faith is the sense that responds to the
unseen realities.

The first step toward imperial unity is
the recognition of the rights of others,

The solution of the problem of social
injustice is for the strong to help the
weak.

HITCHING ON TO LIVE ISSUES,

Below is a letter from one of the cor-
respondents to whom 1 submitted a ques-
tion regarding the effectiveness of the
League and its departments. You see,
there is an impression in some minds
that the League is not a great force. We
must justify ourselves in order to com-
mand respect. Wisdom, you know, must
be justified of her children. Read and
consider. Our aim ought to be higher
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than simply to keep young people out of
mischief!

* Coming to the League departments I do
not know what to say. With organized
adult Bible classes, etc., we are getting all
.wlm of duplication of machinery, and not

etting anywhere. The steam is used in
flowing ‘the whistle. We
banners, and competitions, etc
said, with the multiplicatl

‘or this, that and the other

fnfinitum
we are in danger of being 'experted’ to

th

1 don't see how you can change the de
partments. They are serving a valuable end
in the way of keeping young people out of
mischief and working towards self-improve
ment; but they don't hitch on to liv
e iniess that 18 done you won't get
very live interest The new department
civies might help; but it seems to me in
of expert handling than
young people all un
think is where new
primacy of

de

to
trained. Here again
emphasis comes again on the
the pastor

A WEAK VOINT.

Here is a critic of our League who
see a weakness in our leadership. There
is something in what he , but busi-
ness concerns, we must remember, have a
wide sweep, and are run on a business
basis solely. A president of a small
society may lose his vision, and a change
would be preferable. We do not want

iRl e i S
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changes for the sake of change. Origin-
ally the king was the best and strongest
man. We want to be careful and choose
strong leaders who will work Office
means opportunity, not honor; responsi
bility, not retirement.

the too frequent change

o muech is made of

(hlm.' 1o made like
lev

A weak 1wln'
in pre n.n n

officials that

highly the

taken ¢ » had one department
it would really cannot see
many st features in it to-day he

Sunday-School s leading it at every p

AN AGE OF UNREST

The reply given below is not a direct
answer to any particular question, but is
rather a reflection growing out of a ques
tion The writer sees the world full of
unrest. That is not something, let us re
mind ourselves, to be alarmed about. It
means opportunity; it means that the
harvest is now ready. “The time is at
hand.” There was never such oppor:
tunities for the investment of the gospel
and our manhood as now. “ New occa
slons teach new duties; time makes
ancient good uncouth.” The age needs
“new life.”

You see, you can't discuss one question
eparately from another. And then you
land right into the conditions of labor, the

sitable distribution of opportunities, the
flaunting of gilded ease
the red light. On the or
some of the noblest demonstrations of self-
training and noble achievement; on the

b fearsome loosening of
A

cours
tested; and has been: but what's the
to keep on playing blind man
make believe, while the delug
The whole world is in a state
great concourses of the
giving the church a wide berth.
fag and hesitating attitude sometimes taken

by ecclesiastical gatherings is hardly cal-
culated to inspire general confidence of
course It 18 easy to understand -

tude—just as it is easy to ulnlnwlnul n\u
of the old regime in China, Turke
where else. Now, you see, 1 am standing
for the new life as against the old, for with-
out adjustment a break is inevitable.”

All of which goes to show the need of
everyone having such personal assurance
of his own mental and mo standing
ground that he, too, might very fittingly
sign his name.

SEASONABLE CANADIAN SCENES

SUMMER GLORIES IN RURAL CANADA

The Summer! The Summer! the ex
quisite time

Of the red rose’s blush, and the nightin
gale's chime;

The chant of the lark, and the boom of
the bee,

The season of brightness, and beauty,
and glee!

It is here—it is here! it is lighting again,

With sun-braided smiles, and deep heart
of the glen;

It is touching the mountain and tinging
the hill,

And dimpling the face of the low-laugh-
ing rill;

It is flooding the forest-trees richly with
bloom,

And flinging gold showers in the lap of
the broom!

I have heard the lark warble his hymn in
the sky,

I have seen the dew-tear in the meek
dalsy's eye;

1 have scented the breath of the fresh op-
ened flowers,

I have plucked a rich garland from bright
hawthorn bower

My footsteps have been where the violet
sleeps,

And where arches of eglantine hang from
the steeps;

Ih started the linnet from thickets of
shade,

And roused the fleet stag as he bask'd in
the glade,

And my spirit is blithe—as a rivulet
clear,

for the Summer, the golden crowned
Summer, is here!

—Houseman.
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The League as

a Social Centre

REV. CHAS, BISHOP, CoALDALE, ArTA.

HE need of a wholesome social life

in the thinly populated provinces

of the North West, is not a thing
about which there can be much dis
cussion. It is an obvious need. So
large a proportion of the population
is composed of young people who
have left home, and separated by
thousands of miles from the associations
to which they have been accustomed, that
it is imperative something be done to
minister to their social needs.

Young men, living lonely lives in their
shacks, isolated from their fellows, are in
serious danger of entirely losing their
social qualities. They are becoming taci-
turn, gloomy, uninterested and uninterest
ing. The monotonous life of the prairie
tends to narrowness of outlook and sor
didness of aim. These disadvantages
will result in a serious lack in the nation
al character, unless they are remedied in
the right way. It is possible for the
people to attain great material prosperity
and yet be lacking in those qualities
through which that prosperity could be
made to minister to a richer and fuller
life. It is the duty of the Church, and
of every organization in connection with
the Church, to face the situation and se
what it is possible to do to supply the
soclal needs of the community

In the towns, we cannot ignore the
fact that there are certain institutions
which constitute social centres. The sa-
loons and pool rooms attract great num-
bers of men, and provide them with a
certain kind of social life. The picture
shows and theatres draw large numbers
together. They are often crowded. A
crowd generates a social spirit of itself,
whether there is opportunity for con
versation or not

There is also an artificial social life
amongst the ladies, carried on mainly
through afternoon calls at proper hours,
and on stated days, and recorded with
great minuteness in the newspapers. In
the country, the general store ministers
to the social needs of the community
The weather, the price of wheat, the crop
prospects, and the new school teacher,
provide topics sufficiently vital to able
Dances and card parties
are popular, but the social life which they
provide is not the most wholesome. Both
in town and country, religous services
and the varfous activities of the church,
contribute most largely to the prevailing
need, though they are not by any means
s0 powerful a factor as they would be
if Christian people were seized with a
sense of the obligations of the Christian
life

The Epworth League, representing the
young life of the Church, should do
much to meet the social needs of the peo
ple. Tt should be animated by a social
spirit, directed by a social aim, engaged
in social activities

The constitution of the League provides
for its being a centre of social life, or
rather of a life that is genuinely sociable,
and surely this is essential to its welfare
There is no room in our leagues for any
stiffness, haughtiness, coldness, formal
ity. Superior people who hold them
selves aloof from the generality of the
members, are unconsciously but undoubt
edly fighting against the highest inter
ests of the League. The condescending
individual who patronizes those who have
not his attainments or his social position,
i8 a dead weight upon its progress, Any
thing in the way of a clique—a party who
keep themselves to themselves—will pre
vent the League from fulfilling its social
mission. There must be no distinctions
amongst the members of the League
Each must work for the good of all, and

all for the good of each. Good fellow-
ship should constitute the prevailing at
mosphere; kindliness and cheerfulness
the constant characteristics. It seems
perhaps unnecessary to say all this, for
there is no Christian but will agree to it
To say that Christian young people should
manifest a Christian spirit; to insist up-
on such elementary virtues as kindness,
courtesy, cordiality, ought to be a work
of supererogation. It may be, however
that because these virtues are so ele
mentary, we frequently overlook them
Obviously, to the extent they are over
looked by a particular League, that
League is un-Christian, and to the degree

A CHRISTIAN JAPANESE FAMILY

that it is un-Christian, it is bound to be
unsuccessful
members of an Executive are
80 busy talking amon themselves, or
have so much executive work to do that
they have no time for any but a casual
recognition of the ranger that is
amongst them, they need not expoet to see
that stranger in their midst again. It
takes more grace than the average man
possesses to run the risk of being tlighted
a second time

We sometimes hear a man of soclable
qualities described as a good mixer.”
He has the ability to get on common
ground with people of different types and
of different social positions. This faculty
may simply be the result of a superficial
affability, but generally it indicates that
its possesor has a real Interest in his
fellows. He is desirous of understanding
the other man’s point of view He aims
constantly to help the people with whom
he is brought into contact. This is a
kind of culture which ev member of
the League should cultivate. This, in
deed, is the only true culture. If the
League is to be a social centre, at least
its members should be good mixers,
They might well take the motto of Paul,
to be all things to all men, If by any
means they might win some.
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The spirit of sociability should prevafl
at all the meetings of the League. It
is not diffcult to manifest it at a “Social.”
The majority of people manage to thaw
out when refreshments are being handed
round. But at the ordinary meetings,
this spirit should be no less evident. Our
big problem is the salvation of the serious
meetings of the League. The League
will never do its work until the Christian
Endeavor and Missionary programmes

arouse just as much enthusiasm as the
latest device for having a successful
social. The great handicap upon the de-

votional meetings is the tendency to
formality, perfunctoriness, and unreality.
These blighting characteristics must be
eliminated. We must beware of cant
Cant is the expression of unreality,
Genuine fervour is spontaneous and re-
freshing. Conventionality
is depressing.

To aild the develop-
ment of a social spirit in
the League, all must
have opportunity to par-
ticipate. Executives must
not take too much upon
themselves. The chiet
business of an executive
is to get the other mem-
bers to work. There f{s
danger to the social spirit
in the multiplication of
committees Interests
which should belong to
the whole League are
shelved upon two or three
The problems of the Lea-
gue are problems for all
the members. They affect
the common welfare.
They should be dealt with
as far as possible by the
entire society.

If all are to participate
in the maetings, there
must be as few set ad-
dresses as possible. Par-
ticularly is this necessary
at the Christlan En
deavor and Missionary
meetings. The pernie-
fous custom of asking
the pastor to address the
devotional or missionary
meeting, apart from fos-
tering the idea that he is
fonal man whose
it is to do such
prevents the members from taking
the pi they should in these meetings,
It is generally the easiest way for the
kead of a department to shirk his or her
responsibility, and consequently the most
unsatisfactory way. The more we seek
to escape responsibility, the more irksome
it becomes; to endeavor to discharge it
is to gain the secret of enjoying it.

In all the League meetings, the con-
versational ideal should be aimed at.
Anything that tends to draw out dis-
cussion strikes at the evil of unsociabili-
ty. Instead of so many addresses, there
should be more short essays, debates, fel-
lowship meetings. The old fashioned
prayer meeting struck a far truer social
note than is heard, and fostered a far
more genuine social atmosphere than is
felt, in many of our modern religious
gatherings. To those who are trying to
be Christians, the Christian life with all
its obligations and implications should
be a subject of absorbing interest. Dis.
cussion of its various phases, in which
all have the opportunity to take part,
would prove more helpful than t ad-
dresses upon it by specially qualified
men. When debates are held, it is pre-
ferable to have an open discussion, and
an open vote, rather than two or three to
represent each side, and judges to give an

thing
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will prevent the privilege of speaking be-
ing abused, and a subject of common in-
terest will usually provide people with
something to say.

Heads of departments in arranging
their programmes should have in mind
the primary importance of interest.
This does not mean that they must pan-
der to popular weaknesses. Dances and
card parties are not the only things
which interest people. They are Inter
ested in everything which affects their
life, and what affects the life of the
people cannot be a matter of indifference
to an organization of Christians—not even
politics or business methods. In some de
partments of the League it is harder
to find interesting subjects than in
others. For instance, it is a matter of
great difficulty to get many people con
cerned about the conditions of life pre-
vailing in non-Christian lands. Perhaps
one of the best ways to awaken them
would be to deal first with the Chinese
and Japanese who are in their midst;
to consider the effect upon missionary
work and the impression of our Chris-
tian civilization, which these people
must inevitably obtain. They do not see
the best side of our life. If we could
prevent them from writing home or go-
ing home and telling their friends about
us, a great handicap to the work of the
missionarfes would be removed.

The Citizenship department has the
greatest variety of interesting subjects
from which to select. It has to deal
with life as it is lived here and now
The Discipline suggests that it should
teach patriotism. The only way it can
do so, is by endeavoring to make Canada
a good place to live in. All the problems
of land, industry, housing, the admini
stration of municipal, civic and provin-
clal affairs, are peculiarly the things
with which 1t ought to deal. Of what
vital Interest is the question of land to
people living in an agricultural country!
Here in Canada, we are confronting a
truly amazing situation. We live in a
country of vast extent; the greater part
of it uninhabited until a few years ago.
the present population only seven or
seven and a half milllons of people, and
the majority of them living in Ontario
and Quebec. The West, with its tremend-
ous areas, is still practically uninhabited
And yet, it is almost impossible for the
people who vitally need land to buy it
a situation equally as bad, though not
80 excusable, as that prevailing in the
small crowded countries of Euraope. The
ethics, and probable effects upon the
future prosperity of the country of real
estate business and speculation; of the
exploitation of natural resources, of the
private ownership of public utilities, and
of the exploitation of the lives of immi
grants by powerful business interests,
are subjects of paramount importance
and vital interest. The League will not
be in any real sense a social centre, if
it ignores these things. On the other hand
it will attain a real success and attract
people hard to be attracted by the dis-
cussion of them.

But the mere discussion of vital topics
will not make the League the soclal cen-
tre that it should be. There must be an
adequate social motive which will re-
sult in a unity of purpose and endeavor.
There must be a soelal ideal big enough
to stimulate to action—a conception of
life which will appeal to all and draw out
the best in all. The League must not be
self-centred. It ought to be something
more than a mutual improvement society.
If it simply tends to increase the member-
ship of the church, or in any way proves
a source of strength to the church, it is
by all means worth while. But its ob-
Jective must not be ehurch. Rather the
people whom the church does not reach.
The end to be attained is the good o the
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unsatisfactory decision, A time limit entire community.

In seeking this end,
the best interests of the church will be
served. The only adequate social mo-
tive and bond of social union, is to be
found in the teaching of Jesus—in the
conception of life as He irtended it should
be. The theme of our Lord's teaching
and preaching is The Kingdom of God
Whatever else the phrase may mean, it
certainly means a right order of society,
a condition of things in which God's
will is done on earth, in which wrong is
overthrown, and justice and love tri-
umphed. If the members of the League
become seized with this ideal of life,
and with the possibility of its realization,
they will by the very force of the con
ception be impelled to engage in the
social work which the needs of the time
so clamorously demand. To be saved
from the canker of self-interest, the
League must be a centre of social activi-
ties. The nature of these activities will
vary according to the different situation
of each society. In every organization,
the members should engage in doing
what is possible to help the people in
their immediate neighbourhood. The
needs of the particular district must be
carefully studied. Efforts which would
be wise in the town, might be utterly
ridiculous in the country. Careful and
earnest study is essential. We cannot
better the conditions of life until we have
an intelligent understanding of their en-
vironments and of the forces which have
made them. Perhaps this seems to imply
more thorough study than the average
League member can find time to do.
But what one member cannot do, the
League as a whole may do. There are
assured results of social investigation as
well as of biblical criticism; and these
results provide a basis for action.

The policy of the League, however,
must be to do the nearest duty. Through
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English. The members of the League
are just the very people to teach him
And they would be benefited In the work
of teaching, equally as much as the for
elgner in the labor of learning. W
once the language is taught, further op
portunities of helping the same people
naturally arise. Our immigration prob-
lem is not going to be solved so long as
we hold ourselves aloof from the immi-
grant.

Various channels of activity suggest
themselves by which the League might
do much to bring about a better soclal
life, Every now and again, communities
have to settle some great moral question,
In a temperance campaign, the obvious
duty of an organization of Christian
young men and women, is to help to win
the fight for temperance. Those in
charge of campaign would have no
difficulty 1 tting the Leaguers to work,
and their ald might prove the deciding
factor in winning the contest. Saloon
visitation might be carried on with
good results. T are usually a crowd
of men hanging it the saloon, particu-
larly so in ¢ Vestern towns. Many
of these are ¢ simply because they
have nowt 3¢ to go. They are seek-

ing to ieir social instincts. In
their h iearts they don't like the
saloon vould rather not be there,
What natural than for the young

men in connection with the League to
visit these places and invite their weaker
or less fortunate brothers to the League
meetings, or the church services? They
would meet with some rebuffs, but could
not fail to do good. The same kind of
work could be dme in the pool room.
Men animated by a good purpose will
be in no danger of contamination from
these places.

Many of the methods proved to be so
successful in Institutional Church work

PREPARING FOR SERVICE.

MR. AND MRS. CONNOLLY AND THEIR

BIBLE CLASS.

the doing of this, the next will become
clearer. In a country district, where
there are large numbers of hired men and
of bachelors living lonely lives in miser-
able shacks, the immediate problem of
the League is to reach these men; to
discover their interests, to enrich and
brighten their lives. They may profess
to have no use for religion, and may not
have attended a church service for years.
All the more reason wh, the utmost
should be done to help them.

In some districts, there are a great
number of foreigners; the majority of
them with little or no knowledge of the
English lagnuage. Here is an oppor-
tunity for the League which it should
not be slow to seize. It is, in most cases
possible to start a language class. The
average foreigner is desirous of speaking

and in Social Settlement work, might
well be tried by the League. Some of
these do not require any special equip-
ment. All that is necessary is a band of
people who are prepared to serve their
fellows. The Epworth League should
stand for service.

General Count Von Haeseler, of the
German army, where many exhaustive
and scientific tests have been made of
temperate as against intemperate sol-
diers, says that “the abstaining soldier
is altogether the best man; he accomp-
lishes more, marches better, and is a
more efficient soldier than the man who
drinke even moderately.” General Haes-
eler considers beer next to brandy as an
alcoholic poison.—Ez.
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Great Stories of the Bible

III. David's Patriotism

1 Samuel, 17

Toric ForR WEEK or Jury 20,

REV. W. 8. LENNON, B.A,, B.D., Granny, QUE

LL the world loves a hero, es-
pecially the hero-patriot. That

fs the reason that the public
never wearies of the stories of such men
as Robert Bruce and Garibaldi; and that
is why, most of all, the Bible-reading
public loves the story of David and his
fight with Goliath of Gath It stirs the
blood to read of the ruddy-faced strip-
ling of eighteen or twenty who daringly
faced the giant Philistine champlon when
seasoned warriors like Saul and Abner,
or hero-souls like Jonathan, were evident-
ly subdued by his six cubits and a span
of height and his enormous spear with
its staff like a weaver's beam
But few of us have paused in our ad
miration of David and of his patriotic
action in defence of Israel, to ask what
the sources of his patriotism were. What

out after him, and delivered it out of his
mouth . and smote him, and slew
him.” That explains a lot. If David had
been frightened as some boys would have
been under the circumstances, he would
have left that lamb to the tender mercies
of the wild beast, and run off to tell the
tale to his father. But if he had done
that, not only would there have been a
lamb gone from his flock, but he would
never have battled with nor slain Goliath
of Gath: for he would have developed in
himself the feeling that danger was a
thing to be utterly avoided, and that hard
things should be left to others to do.
David, however, went out after the lion
or the bear with nothing probably but
his bow and arrows and his short sword,
and not only slew the marauding beast,
but also incidentally built considerable
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theless very effectively destroys all hope
of heroism ever de ping itself in the
life, and it never, never breeds patriot-
ism like that of David in this chapter.
But there is another source to David's
patriotism. More than anything else it
3 hat the roots of this young
heroic daring were in God
There is a manifest ring of piety in
David's conversations with Saul and
with Goliath. He cannot let this boast-
ful champion go on with his boasting,
for he has defied not only the armies of
Isra but he has “defied the armies of
the living God.” To the giant's vain
boast of what he will do with the daring
lad who has the temerity to face him,
David answers in a way that shows he
has clearly related the duty of the hour
to God: “Thou comest to me with a
sword and with a spear, and with a
javelin” (i.e, with entirely human re-
sources and dependencies), “but I come
to thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts
the God of the armies of Israel which
thou hast defied.” The highest patriot-
ism always has its deepest and largest
roots thus in God.
But there was yet another source to
David’s patriotism beyond even his trust

made young David go out so boldly and
confidently to fight Goliath? Some cynic-
ally-inclined person might answer that
David fronted Goliath because he did not
fully grasp the danger. He was only
a boy in his teens, and boys, like the pro-
verbial fools, rush in where angels and
others might fear to tread. And there is
more in that cynical explanation of
David's courage than the cyniec himself
knows. David did go out to do battle
with Goliath because he did not think of
the danger; but there is a juster way
of putting it. He faced Gollath with his
sling and his few pebbles from the brook
because he had already schooled himself
in doing brave, couragenug things, just
because they were right and ought to be
done, without allowing himself to think
overmuch about the danger side of them.
Verse 34 makes it quite clear that this
was not the first time that David had
taken his life in his hands for the sake
of others and at the simple call of duty.
To the doubting king who was disposed
to contrast fearfully David's boyishness
of stature with the vast bulk and military
training of the Philistine champion, the
young hero of Bethlehem replied, “Thy
servant was keeping his father's sheep;
and when there came a lion, or a bear,
and took a lamb out of the flock, I went

¥ 1OUSEHOLD IN JAPAN

manhood and heroism into his own being
in the proce

So when he went up to visit his broth
ers at King Saul's camp and found ev:
body from the King down terrorized by
the bulk and menace of the Philistine
glant, he probably whispered to his soul,
“This is another hard thing that needs
very much to be done, and here goes for
a try at it” It is something like this
that he expresses in the words of verse
20, “Is there not a cause?’ Let us note
then that the heroism that makes real
patriots or any other kind of heroism
is not developed in a day; it grows with
the years if the true seed be early sown

The young man who wants one day to
do some notable and manly thing for
his country had better get himself right
early into the habit of doing that kind
of thing.

“Work for the good that is nighest;
Dream not of greatness afar.

That glory is ever the highest
Which shines upon men as they are.”

The boy who dreams his day-dreams of
being a brave man must see to it that he
is a brave boy, for “ The boy is father of
the man,” To many young people the
habit of stealing around difficulties
seems in no way perilous, but it never-

in God as his defender and his large
sense of duty. David trusted himself—
trusted his own clear eye, and his own
skilled hand. And well might he, for he
had reached mastery in his sling-throw-
ing. Our leaguers will notice how he
refused to wear the usual coat of mail
worn by soldiers. He knew that he had
no training in ordinary modes of war-
fare. That would come with the years,
and as we know, it did come. But he
knew already that he could throw a
pebble from his sling within a hair's
breadth of his mark. He had practiced
that until practice had brought its sure
reward of perfection, and with the con-
sciousness of mastery there, he found it
easy to keep his soul calm and his hand
steady when Goliath was making his
first wild rush to have done with the
combat. David teaches us no bigger les-
son, perhaps, than the lesson of the
wisdom of mastering what things our
hands find to do—of mastering them so
that our own consclousness of mastery
becomes {itself a positive asset in our
life.

It was evidently David’s habit to at-
tain mastery in his varied lines of ac
tivity. Probably scores of shepherd boys
on the Bethlehem sheep-cotes carried the
harp with them to while away the monot-

g
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onous hours of sheep tending, but David
stuck to his harp until his fingers could
bring forth from it music sweet enough
and wonderful enough to quiet the brain
of a mad king. Doubtless, too, there were
many budding poets and singers in Is-
rael who tried their hands at intervals
in psalm-writing, but while scores of
them turned out a few limping verses,
and had done with it, David kept up his
writing and his shing of his verses
until the melody his holy songs won
for him the title of “the sweet singer of
Israel.” And so, too, while many shep-
herd boys—perhaps indeed all of them—
handled the sling, most of them were
satisfied if they could place their pebbles
anywhere in the general region of their
marks, but David stuck by his slinging
until he could send his smooth pebble to
its mark as the Bisley team veteran can
place his bullet in the bull's-eye.

The lesson is almost too obvious to
need stating. Our age is in some res-
pects an age of pottering and of surface-
work—of mediocrity in personal attain-
ments. Many of our scholars are never
quite sure of their own scholarship—
they stop just short of being conscious
experts. Our young ladies stay by the
piano until they can play “Home, Sweet
Home,” with variations, or a i

CANADIAN EPWORTH

ERA. 155

The Prevention of Crime
Toric ¥or THE CITIZENSHIP DEPARTMENT ¥OR JULY 27,
REV. 8. T. TUCKER, B.A, B.D.

Lesson: Isatah 1: 10-18,

Other Scripture references: Matt, 13

John 1

HE principle of prevention is the
leading method in modern crimino-
logy. It has arisen from the influ-

ence of modern science, which teaches
that man’s life is determined largely by
his heredity and environment. If this
is the case, then crime can be prevented
by the removal or improvement of those
conditions that breed crime. The re-
claiming of the drunkard, only to have
him succumb the next time he goes near
a saloon, is very discouraging work.
How much better to wipe out the traffic,
and prevent the boys ever becoming
drunkards. We gain immensely by pre-
serving and conserving the child life of
our country.

“Some are criminals simply through
ignorance and bad education; some
through inherited vices; some through
adverse social influences.” The children
of the and immoral

piece or two without striking wrong keys
but with no soul of expression. It is
only here or there indeed in the democ-
racy of modern musicians that a real
musician emerges who has won for him-
self a sense of mastery, but when he does
emerge the public will listen to him by
the hour—and pay high prices for the
privilege. Let us grasp the fact that no
man does anything big, or noble, or
great, or brave, or profoundly wise, who
is not sure of himself; and that is doubly
true in the sphere of religion. But let
a man have these three things we have
geen in David, trust in the final victory
of right and in the inevitableness of
duty, trust in God, and trust in himself,
he will fear no Goliath that threatens
his country or his people, or his age, be
the Goliath a rampant evil like the
liquor traffic, a slimy thing like the
white slave traffic, or any “destruction
that wasteth at noonday.”

A'Poem by Ninomiya Sontoku,
the Peasant Sage of?’Japan

“Ere time began
The world was not, nor man;
God reigned alone,
The Heavens His Throne.

“Dead leaves
Conceal the Old Path;
Sweep them away and see
Lo! the footprints of God."

“This brief abode of clay
To Him who framed it and who rules
it still
I dedicate, and pray,
‘Bless all Thy creatures frail, and
guard from iIl’"

“The love for one’s own child
Which nature gives to each
That wider Law of Love,
The Path of Right, doth teach.”

“In simple faith the fearless mind
Yearns for the future still unknown;
Doth not the Father of mankind
Reign on His everlasting Throne?”
—From “ The Peasant Sage of Japan,”
by Tadasu Yoshunoto.

A birdie with a yellow bill

Hopped upon a windowsill;

Cocked his shiny eye and sald:

Aren’t you 'shamed, you sleepyhead?
—R. L. Stevenson.

parents are inevitably more inclined to
criminality. “The average criminal
comes from what breeders call a bad
stock. All authorities agree that an in-
herited predisposition of a morbid kind
is the rule among malefactors,” He-
redity plays a very important part in
endowing with appetites, passions and
tendencies, which lead to crime. The
new sclence of Eugenics will give us more
light on this subject in days to come.
To be well born is certainly a splendid
capital with which to start life.

Every human being has the potential
qualities to become a criminal. But it has
been shown that environment is just as
strong, if not a stronger factor in deter-
mining the trend of humau iife. Babies
taken from the worst type of home, and
put in good Christian homes, have de-
veloped into trustworthy citizens. Even
inherited traits require environment to
awaken them, What are the forces in our
soclal life that exert the greatest in-
fluence in the prevention of crime?.

1. Home. Crime arises chiefly from “a
determination to gratify self at the ex-
pense of others” This 1s owing to the
fact that license is mistaken for liberty.
“ Parental discipline is neglected till the
love of liberty becomes the love of license,
and crime is one of the many natural
i1l results. Anarchy in the home is, if
possible, worse than anarchy in the state,
Juvenile delinquency comes in most cases
from parental delinquency. Two-thirds
come from parental drunkenness, erimin-
ality and {improvidence.” When the
necessity of obedience is not instilled in
the child, he soon defles the authority of
the home, and will eventually resist the
law of the state. “The fact remains that
in the case of many American parents,
we have a neglect of home training little
less than criminal, and possibly the most
serfous danger in America to-day.
Parental discipline, training and care are
among our striking deficiencies and our
urgent needs.”

The power of little misdcmeanors in the
home in developing character and forming
habits of life should not be overlooked.
A lifeslong criminal once said, “I never
allow my boy to play marbles for keeps.
That was the beginning of my criminal
career.” “The mothers in the parlor,
the fathers in the club, the hobos in the
saloon, the college boys on the athletic
field, the children on the street, are all
playing for keeps. Here {s the tropical
climate for crime.” Allowing the chil-
dren to play on the streets at night, where
they come in contact with every form of

:8-24; Isa. 6: 22-23; 28: 1.7; Jer. 35,
0: 10.

evil, will only lead them into crime.
“ Children, whose play even must pass in
the midst of filth and degradation, cannot
easily escape the tremendous downward
drag of that environment.”

The home can throw around the boy
or girl the at e of noble
intelligent discipline, inspiring and up-
lifting ideals. By supplying wholesome
literature and recreation, and suppressing
the vulgar and obscene, the ideals of the
child can be kept pure and clean.

2. State. The State co-operates with
the home in building up character, and
preparing the child for life. This is ac-
complished through the Public School
system, This system has many
qualities to justify its existence, but there
are some defects, In the first place, we
see religious education divorced from our
public school system. To leave the
public education of morals and religion
to the Sunday Schools, encourages the
boy to think that he can be cultured
and educated independent of religion.
This gives him a wrong conception of the
true ideals of life, and, ultimately, under-
mines +his moral integrity. Indirectly
this leads to unscrupulous methods in
politics and commerce, and finally to
criminality. No method of culture or
education can be really beneficial that is
divorced from religion.

Again, our public school system does
not fit its graduates to meet the demand
of the industrial and commercial world.
Ninety-three out of every hundred never
go beyond the public school. They go
out into the world to earn their living.
They despise any work that soils the
hands. A very small percentage of our
public school graduates learn a trade or
go on the farm. What is the result of this
ineficiency in training? A competent
authority says, “ No matter whether we
go into the question of the prevailing
marital unhappiness, of divorce, of cru-
elty to children, of the mortality of chil-
dren, of the saloon, of high prices, of low
wages pald to the average person, or the
social evil—the root of any one of these
questions can be traced straight back to
one point y. The flicl
girl, who does not know how to run
her home or care for her baby, the ineffi-
clent boy, who, knowing no trade, finds
it either hard or impossible to get lucra-
tive work, and becomes discouraged. In-
efficiency is to-day the chief curse of
American life, and it is because the public
school is turning out thousands of in-
efficient workers.” The introduction of
elementary technical training would
mean a great advance in our present sys-
tem of education,

The State is responsible also to enact
preventive legislation. One form of such
legislation is against the liquor traffic.
“The extent to which intemperance is
the cause of crime is among the most
generally accepted facts of sociology.”

Dr. Packhurst says, “ The saloon is the
prolific source of ninetenths of the
misery, wretchedness and crime, and fs,
more than we know, responsible for the
social evil” Thomas Byrnes declares,
“After all, if we hunt vice and crime
back to their lairs, we will be pretty sure
to find the gin-mill” The State may
not simply control the traffic by license,
and partial prohibitory measures, but
it can wipe it out entirely.

Following very closely after the liquor
traffic as a source of crime, comes the per-
niclous literature that {s scattered
abroad.

“The organized production and
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distribution of indecent pictures and im
moral books and papers has immensely
increased in the last decade. The papers
contain stories of seduction, debauchery,
details of the worst crimes of the week,
history of the most notorious criminals
of the past. The cards contain pictures
of women in every stage of und 3, and
every attitude of lasciviousnes Some
post cards are a greater nuisance because
they are on the border of indecency, and
are very suggestive of vulgarity sin-
gle indecent or suggestively post
card may carry cruel harm into
the heart of the home. The moving pic
ture of burglary and other criminals at
work do as much harm in making
eriminals of boys as any othér influence,
Many novels set up lust, crime and vul-
garity, as the ideal for which to strive,
and thus they appeal to the lowest animal
passions

Organized play and public playgrounds
are a wholesome antidote to erime, Mrs

JAPAN

The craze for professional sport and
sensational exhibitions on the stage comes
largely from the reaction of overwork,
and nervous tension in industry. “If
every employer would have sanitary
workrooms, provide bathrooms, rest-
rooms, and restaurants, where good, but
cheap meals could be supplied, it would
go far toward securing temperance
among the employees, and prevent much
erime.”
3. The Church As a preventive of
crime, the Church stands in the front
rank. One editor says, “ it really looks
as though the Christian Church quite
sufficiently justified its existence to the
nation, merely as a preventive of crime,
a barrier against relapse into barbarism,
a police agency in prese:ving order, a
preservative of common virtue and de
cency.” Histor, shows that wherever
Christianity is found, crime decreases
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the most
potent factor against sin. The Gospel
that ~nmises sal-
- vation from sin
and a new life, is

the only force to-
day that reaches

the root of the
evil. The function
of the Christian

Church in regard

to th2 prevention

of crime, is
mainly positive

It is not the enact-

ment of prohibit-

ory laws, but the

bestowment of a

new iife, and the
supplying of new

purposes and
ideals. Jesus in-
troduced the posi-
tive prineciples
which are so ne
cessary for the
permanent  pre-
vention of crime

He did not come

to condemn, but
| to give life. By
the spirit of love
and self-sacrifice
He helped human
life upon its feet
His strong faith
in human nature
enabled Him to
never lose hope in
the recovery of
any, except the
deliberately de-
fiant. Jesus show-
ed that our salva

CHRISTIAN LEADER—MR. TANAKA, WITH tion is a coming

REV. A. T. WILKINSON to our true self,

Thalheimer says that, “when a public
playground had been established in the
city, juvenile delinquency decreased 30
per cent, in two years To join in an
innocent game of ball is perferable to
merely witnessing a professional game.
Professional sport is most generally as
sociated with gambling, and increases the
chances of crime. But properly regulated
public playgrounds give an opportunity
for the boy to exercise his overflowing
amimal spirits, and develops a clean,
healthy body, under the control of a pure,
noble mind Dennis A, McCarthy ex-
presses it in the following verse:

“@Give them a chance for innocent sport,
Give them a chance for fun,

Better a playground plot than a court
And a jail when the harm is done,

Give them a chance, if you stint them

now,

To-morrow you'll have to pay

A larger bill for darker ill, so give
Them a chance to play.”

by coming into
normal relation with the love and provi-
dence of God. The seed comes to itself,
sprouts, grows, waters and bears fruit,
through the combined influence of sun-
shine, warmth and moisture. Even so
under the sunshine of Divine love,
warmth of Divine sympathy, and the
showers of Divine grace, incarnated in
the combined influence of home and
church, the word that sown in the child
mind will awaken and bear fruit. No
matter how vigorous may be the seed, the
harvest depends largely on the conditions
under which it is placed. The parable
of the four kinds of soil teaches this
principle, But many people say that he-
redity and environment are the only
forces at work in human life. They for-
get the personality. It all depends what
type of life is working with these forces.
The same conditions can bring forth
wheat or tares. The same home may
produce the prodigal and the elder
brother.
Christianity does not lose sight of the
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personality that must assimilate and
transform the influences of heredity and
environment into personal lite and char
acter. But they are mutually dependent
We can determine, to some extent, what
elements of character shall be awakened
or suppressed. In an environment of
true love and sympathy, seasoned with
proper discipline, there will be awakened
the highest qualities. The spirit of re-
venge, hatred and jealousy, cannot thrive
there, The seeds that bring forth erime
are soon weeded out

Jesus teaches us that human nature
is primarily endowed with divine quali-
ties. Does not the Church believe to-day
that the child belongs first to God, and
that if nurtured and helped, may have
its spiritual life awakened normally?
The influence of Adamic sin may be
there in hereditary tendencies, but funda-
mentally the child is born into the King
dom. Why not keep the child there?
The Church is trying to solve this prob
lem through the Sunday School. But
still there is a leakage. We are told
that “70 per cent. of all the scholars en-
tering the elementary grades do not
g0 from the advanced classes into the
Church. It has also been maintained
that fully 85 per cent. of all the members
of the Church enter through the door of
the Sunday School. If these figures be
at all accurate, then 85 per cent. of the
Church membership comes from 30 per
cent, of the Sunday School. Where have
the 70 per cent. gone?”’ The time when
they drift away is in the adolescent
period—between the ages of 14 and 20
years. If we can only give a boy or girl a
good start then, they will be tided over
the most crucial period of their lives.
The awakening of manhood and woman
hood needs to be rooted in a fine spirit-
ual experience. This can be best accom-
plished by the co-operation of the home
and the Church. The home and the
Sunday School co-operate in nurturing
and training the child life, and keeping
it in the proper atmosphere. Very few
children choose sin with a realization
of its consequences, but are led away by
outside influences. By maintaining high
ideals of personal and soclal life, the
Church can be a potent factor or a pre
ventive of crime

Special Lantern Notice

Many enquiries as to lanterns for use
in Sunday School and other Church work
have been received at the General Becre-
tary's Office. Numbers of our friends de-
sire to purchase an outfit for their own
exclusive use. As stated time and again,
we are not in the Lantern business com-
mercially, and have no outfits for general
sale. But this Office exists to SERVE.
We have recommended “OTHERS" as
the motto of practical service to our
young people, and desire to practise what
we preach. We have therefore been happy
to supply several of our friends with Lan-
terns at Cost Price, and shall be pleased to
do so again. There is no duty on Lan-
terns imported for Religious and Educa
tional work, and as long as we can give
our Afidavit conscientiously that the
goods we import are for such purposes,
we shall be satisfied to give our friends
the advantage of our agency. If any of
the outfits we recommend are desired for
the extension of the Lord's Work without
the intent of personal gain or profit, we
shall be glad to assist any of our Sunday
Schools, Churches, or Epworth Leagues in
securing what they require at the actual
cost of importation, As a Department we
would live to SERVE, and thereby find a
larger Life.

SHOW THIS PAPER TO YOUR
FRIENDS,
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Personal Interviews of Jesus

With Simon the Pharisee; the Need of Mercy
Luke 7: 36-50.
Toric ¥oR AUGUST 3.
REV. J. H. MCARTHUR, S.T.D., ERIN.

THE SITUATION,

Jesus and Simon. Jesus had accepted
an invitation to dine with Simon. The
fact that the invitation was given would
indicate, on the one hand, that Jesus had
already attained some standing among
the people; and, on the other hand, that
the opposition to Him and His work was
not so strong or bitter as to prevent Him
from taking His place among them at
their social functions and in their homes.
The cleavage between Jesus and the
Pharisees had commenced; but was not
yet complete.

Why did Simon invite Jesus to his
home? Was it that he might find occas-
fon to entrap Him in his words; or, that
he might show Him the ordinary nospi-
tality which every Easterner is supposed
to show to the stranger; or, that he
might have an opportunity to become
better acquainted with Jesus and His
teachings? With what feelings did
Simon regard Jesus? No doubt he
thought of Him as a good man—probably
a prophet—whose company was worth
cultivating; but whose worth was mno
greater than his own. He lived up to
the Pharisaic rules of religious conduect,
and measured himself accordingly. He
possessed an amount of gelf-righteous-
ness in comparison with which the wo-
man was nowhere. She had no standing
whatever, and was not worthy of the
least consideration. Even her penitence
and gratitude counted for nothing in
comparison with his religious standing.
His self-righteousness placed him on a
par with Jesus Himself. In his mind
Jesus might be a very good man, but not
superior to himself. From the fact that
Simon had invited Jesus to his home, we
may conclude that he had formed a favor-
able opinion of Him. Jesus had won the
respect of Simon; but as yet had not
won his confidence or his love, as may
be inferred from the lack of warmth in
the reception which he recelved on en-
tering his home. The common courtesies
of offering water for the feet, ofl for the
head, and a kiss for the cheek, were not
absolutely necessary, and their omission
did not necessarily betray a lack of re-
spect; yet they would not have been
omitted where there was a warm and cor-
dial welcome.

Jesus and the Woman. While Jesus
reclined at meat in the Pharisee’s house,
a woman, well known in the city ae a sin-
ner, came in with an alabaster box of
ointment, which she had obtained for the
purpose of anointing her Lord. There
was nothing strange in the woman's en-
tering the house, for it was quite custo-
mary for strangers to enter the home
during a feast and converse with any of
the guests on any subject they chose,
though perhaps it would seem strange
that a woman of this character should
come in and make free with one of the
guests.

She stood behind Jesus and wet His
feet with her tears. This doubtless was
no part of her plan. But the thought
of her sins and the forgiveness she had
obtained had so overcome her that she
burst into tears. His feet, which she had
wet with her tears, accidentally, perhaps,
she now tenderly wiped with her halr,
and then anointed with ointment brought
for the purpose. It was an act of bold-
ness on her part to face the people in
that manner, to most of whom, doubtless,
her character was well known; but it
was an act of love,

‘When and how Jesus had become her
Saviour, we are not told. Tt may have

been through one of His addresses, or
through a look of tender forgiveness
that He had bestowed upon her, or per-
haps through a personal interview as in
the case of the Samaritan woman. She
had learned to trust Him and to love
Him—we know not how or when, It
may be that she had not the conscious-
ness of sins forgiven until Jesus had as-
sured her (v. 48); but in any case she
was a trusting penitent.

A Delicate Situation. Simon had bit-
ter thoughts about her. He looked upon
her with disdain. He wished that she
had not come into his house. He wished
that she would not tarry. But he would
not tell her so, because, for the time
being she was his guest, though unin-
vited, and he must accord her the cour-
tesies which the etiquette of the time
recognized as her due. He would feel
ashamed to think that his house had
been dishonored by one whom he could
not command to depart.

Nor does he understand the attitude
of Jesus in the matter. The situation is
a delicate one. The Pharisees would not
be able to understand why He should
be on such familiar terms with a woman
of this character. Simon himself thought
that Jesus must be ignorant of her real
character, and therefore concluded that
He could not be a prophet, else He would
have known what manner of woman she
was. They could not understand either
Jesus or the woman; nor could they ap-
preciate either the tender compassion of
the one or the loving gratitude of the
other,

1. THE MASTER'S TASK.

Such is the peculiar situation in which
Jesus is placed, What will He do? What
would we do in similar circumstances?
Imagine a missionary in a heathen
country in a similar position. How would
he explain himself? But what will Jesus
do? Will He send the woman away in
anger and disgust, as if ashamed? or
will He dismiss her kindly but quickly?
Will He treat the whole matter with
silence, or will He make an awkward at-
tempt to explain her presence? Rather,
He will justify the woman's present con
duct, and at the same time teach Simon
a much needed lesson. So far as the
woman is concerned, there is nothing to
do but to accept her act of loving gratitude;
but Simon needs to be taught a lesson.
He regards the woman with Pharisaical
disdain. Her penitence counts for
nothing with him. Her loving gratitude
seems out of place. How to regard such
a person as this woman with feelings of
mercy is the lesson that Simon needs;
;?d this lesson Jesus resolves to teach

m.

1. THE MASTER'S METHOD,

Jesus meets the whole situation with
the skilful use of a parable. He intro-
duces two debtors, both bankrupt, both
forgiven, both returning love, and yet
with a difference. It was not a difference
in kind but in degree. One loved more
than the other because he had been for-
given more. By means of a question He
draws from Simon the admission that
much forgiveness is followed by much
love. Jesus now makes a forcible appli-
cation of the truth which Simon has just
admitted by drawing a sharp contrast be-
tween his conduct and that of the wo-
man; between the water withheld and
the tears freely given; between the head
neglected and the feet anointed; between
the oil refused and the precious ointment
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poured forth; between the kiss of cour-
tesy that was lacking and the ceaseless
kissing of love; between the little love
of the one and the much love of the other.
The contrast between these two persons
in their conduct with reference to Jesus
is most striking, and Jesus places it in
such a light that Simon cannot fail to
see it.

If Simon starts from the standpoint
of his own Pharisaical religiousness and
concludes that he is not in need of much
forgiveness, then he cannot wonder at
the evidence of much love on the part of
the woman, for she had received much
forgiveness; or, if he would start from
the fact that the much love of the woman
as shown in her conduct was an evidence
of much forgiveness, then he must con-
clude that his little love as shown in his
scant courtesy is an evidence of little for-
glveness. If he loves but little it 18 be-
cause he has had but little forgiveness,
and hence 1s seen the littleness of his re-
Hglon as compared with that of the
woman, The woman's much love is an
evidence of her much forgiveness, and
hence she enjoys more religion than does
the self-righteous Simon, who was
scarcely conscious of his need of forgive-
ness. It matters little whether Simon
reasons from cause to effect, or from
effect to cause—in either case his conduct
is seen in an undesirable light,

Turning now to the woman, Jesus
glves her the glad assurance that her
sins have been forgiven. Those who sit
at meat with him now begin to question
within themselves who this might be
that would take upon himself to forgive
sins also. But Jesus speaking to the
woman declares, “ Thy faith hath saved
thee and he dismisses her with the
words, “ Go in peace.”

HELPFUL HINTS FOR THOUGHTFUL WORKERS.

1. Jesus Knew Men. He was a close
student of human nature. Simon and the
woman represented two different types
of character; but He knew them both.
He knew what was in Simon and what
was in the woman, and was able to esti-
mate them both at their real worth.
How did He learn to know men so thor-
oughly?

2. Jesus Sympathized with Men. How
was His sympathy manifested toward
this woman?

3. Jesus' Wisdom and Courage. How
were these qualities manifested in this
incldent? How may we acquire these
glfts?

What They Say About Our
Lanterns!

Altiston, Ont—"We had every satis-
faction with the lantern, which Is a
splendid one, and the pictures were much
enjoyed.

Napanee, Ont.—" The pictures were en-
joyed very much by everyone,”

Verona, Ont.—*Your lecture wasa treat
to me as to all our young people, and we
thank you for the pleasant evening which
you put within our reach.

Marmora, Ont—"The ‘Calgary to Port
Simpson’ views delighted our people, who
filled the church. Every one was thor-
oughly pleased with the entertainment.”

Wilkie, Sask.—" Am delighted with the
sets of views you sent me, and appre-
clate very much the service of your De-
partment.

Grimsby, Ont.—Every one enjoyed the
views. We thank you for rendering
possible such profitable and pleasant
evenings for our young people,”

Portage la Prairie. Man.—" We had de-
lightful and profitable evenings. Hvery
one was pleased, and we all thank you
and your Department for your kindness.”

N A




——

CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

THE
Hidden
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Treasure

LEWIS MILLIGAN,

(Matt.

REASUREtrove is of all subjects
the most fascinating. Some of the
best stories in literature have been

woven around the seeking and finding ot
some lost or hidden treasure. I always
think that the best of Robert Louls Ste-
venson's stories is “Treasure Island.”
Mere excitement and melodramatic ad-
venture, such as is portrayed in “Kid-
napped,” are as thrilling no doubt, but
there is a zest and an aspiration and a
touch of the mysterious about “ Treasure
Island,” which arises from the fact of the
hidden treasure.

Life for its own sake—that is a mere
existence—has little in it for the
imaginative man, and adventure and
peril are nothing but a weariness and a
source of sorrow to the man who has no
object in view. The spirit of enterprise
must be the motive force of all useful
and noble action; there must be the lure
of treasure, some high and fascinating
project or prize, which perpetually holds
the adventurer to his task and ever bids
him bear the hardest trials, dare even
death itself for the attainment of his
objective,

The least rumour of treasure will draw
men from comfortable homes; they will
abandon friends, and leave their native
shores, launch upon uncharted seas, en-
dure the torrid heat of the tropics, or
the rigors of the polar regions; they will
not merely sell all they have, but they
will give all they are and stake life to
gain the thing of great price.

When Columbus set out to discover
a new world, he left all behind him;
but the magnetic influence of the land
beyond the seas turned the delicately
poised needle of his purpose westward.
He was a human compass, and the west
was his magnetic pole. Livingstone's
prize was the burning heart of Africa,
which with dauntless footsteps he ex-
plored, but the glory was bought only
at the price of his life, which he cheer-
fully laid down.

Only within recent years we have seen
men flock from every quarter of the globe
at the least whisper of gold, to some new
Eldorado or Klondyke, and we have read
of the harrowing privations these men
endured that they might enrich them-
selves with the precious metal.

What is the meaning of the great flux
of population from east to west? The
story of the emigration movement at pre-
sent in progréss will never be written in
detail. If we could look into the indivi-
dual experiences of the men and women
who are moving westward at this time,
we would discover a tragic heroism un-
paralleled save in the wanderings of Israel
in the wilderness, It is tragic indeed for a
young married couple to sell their
home in England, and go out to begin
life again on a rough prairie, not only
out of sight of friends, but away from all
human habitation, and there to lose
their only child through lack of a doctor
in the flerce winter of Saskatchewan, and
have to bury the child of.their first love
in the frozen ground outside their door.

1 have heard of a whole family simply
wiped out of existence in one night by fire
in a blizzard on a farm in Manitoba;
after having moved west only a few
months previously.

Notwithstanding all this, the pursuit
of wealth continues, the star ¢f treasure
burns beckoning on the horizon, and the
eyes of men are ever turned thither,

But all that glitters is not gold. The
treasures of earth are not to be reckoned
on, the tangible things which lure men
on too often vanish at the touch, like
dreams to a waking child. Disappoint-

13: 44-46.)

ment lurks in every earthly attainment.
The thing secured is sadly inferior to
what it appeared in the distance. The
pinnacles of success may glitter in the sun-
light, but when a man stands upon the
summit of his earthly ambition, he finds
that the heights are bleak and lonely,
and he envies the contented dwellers in
the valley below.

In “King Solomon's Mines,” by Rider
Haggard, we have a story of adventure
in the seeking of an old diamond mine
in South Africa said to be rich in treasure.
After the most thrilling experiences, the
three heroes of the story reach the mine
and are led into a secret treasure
chamber, which, while they are exploring,
closes upon them, and they discover that
although they are surrounded by infinite
wealth in dlamonds, they are prisoners
in the bowels of the earth. They had
gained their goal, they had secured the
prize; but under these conditions wealth
had lost its value and attraction. They
would now gladly forfeit all their wealth
to escape from that living tomb, and get
back their liberty, without which great
possessions are a burden, and to obtain
life, which even in poverty is a dear pos-
session In itself.

A similar instance of the futility of
wealth is fllustrated by an experience
reported some time ago of a man who,
after years of peril and sacrifice, was
returning home on a ship to his native
country, laden with the spoils of his en-
deavors. To make sure that he would not
be robbed of his gold he made a belt, and
lined it with gold coins. This he wore
about him night and day. When the ship
was nearing the port of his destination
it was caught by a gale and foundered.
The man found himself struggling in the
water, and forced to decide between
casting off the belt and saving his life,
or sinking Into the depths with his hard-
won treasure.

This parable of our Lord illustrates a
different kind of treasure-trove. We have
been thinking about the kingdom of
earth, we are now to consider the King-
dom of Heaven. And whilst the attain-
ment of both these kingdoms is only to
be reached by seeking, and at much ex-
pense of labor and property, yet the result
of the one is disappointment, but of the
other satisfaction. In both cases we
must “sell all” to procure our treasure,
but only in one do we gain anything of
enduring value in return.

Life is a quest. We are all seeking a

of i and sat
Nothing less than the kingdom of heaven
will fulfil all our desires. Our longings
and aspirations are spiritual, and only
the spiritual can satisfy. Earthly
treasure and worldly kingdoms seem the
most tangible and offer the easfest attain-
ment; but alas! how fragile and evanes-
cent is the most alluring land of earth
and the most gorgeous kingdom of thi
world! All is passing, nothing remains:

“The boast of heraldry, the pomp of

power,
And all that glory, all that wealth
e'er gave,
Await alike the inevitable hour—
The paths of glory lead but to the
grave."

Nothing earthly can take its place; the
kingdoms of this world eannot compare
with the kingdom of heaven, and the
treasures of time are but the shadows of
the things of eternity.

This man in the parable discovered his
treasure hid in a field, and, like a wise
man, he bought the field; but he had to
“sgell all” to buy it. At no less price
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than our all is the treasure of the king-
dom to be bought, Note that the treasure
is hid, that the pearl of great price must
be sought; it does not come to us.
Here is something to lure us. Life is a
fascinating quest, a high adventure! Let
us set out upon this search for goodly
pearls. Let us not rest till we find the
pear]l of great price, and, having found
it, withhold nothing in order to malke it
our eternal possession—let us * sell all.”
No sacrifice is too great, and nothing but
sacrifice can secure the kingdom. But
it is worth all price. The treasures of
earth are dross; they are flimsy imita-
tions; they do not endure; the moth and
rust corrupt, the thief of death shall steal
it from you; but the treasures of heaven
are everlasting possessions. Here is a
wealth which s
wrecks; the belt which holds the pearl
of great price is a lifebuoy!

King Solomon’s treasurechamber is
the grave, and there is no escape there-
from. Oh let us be sailing on this voy-
age of discovery! Heaven is our treasure
island, and though there be many perils
on the deep, it means the leaving of all
behind; yet is there life in the adventure,
zest In the pursuit, and immortal
treasure to be won.

District Officers, Attention,
Please !

We are planning to place the whole Sec-
retarial Staff of the General Board at the
disposal of the District Epworth Leagues
of the Central Conferences for a month
following the Annual Meeting of the Gen-
eral Board, which will meet the first week
in September. Correspondence i8 there-
fore being carried on with Conference and
District Officers with a view to arranging
a series of District Epworth League Con-
ventions in September, wherever possible.
The attention of all our District Presi
dents, Secretaries, and other officers, is
respectfully called to this Notice, and the
co-operation of all the Executives con-
cerned is confidently requested that this
Fall Campaign may dbring much fruit to
the glory of the Master in the extension
of His Kingdom among our young people.
If you do not hear directly about the plans
Jor your District, write this Office at once
and get started. We want to SERVE
ALL. Let us hear from you about your
special needs and desires,

What Tree?

If you were in the Kiondike, what tree
would you need? The fir tree.

If you were seasick, what tree would
you long for? The beech tree, of course,

If you were a dude, what tree would you
wish for? The spruce,

If you were in love, what tree would
you think most of? Tlie pear tree.

If you lost part of your hand, where
would you go to get it mended? To the
palm tree,

If you wanted to call attention to some-
thing, what tree would you name? Cedar
(see dar).—Reformed Church Messenger.

Willie’s Essay on the Beaver

The Beaver youst to be yoused all the
time to make hats out of, but when peepel
wor straw hats and other kinds the Can-
adions took all the Beavers for ther na-
tionol emblum, thou Canada is not really
yet a nation I don’t think.

The Beaver is very yousful to cut down
trees and holler them out for canoos for
the Injuns with its teeth,

Beavers work very hard at that all
sumer and sleep In rivers under the
fee in the winter, I think that is ail
there is to no about Beavers.—Woman's
Home Companion.
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Striking Tributes to the Bible

Why will people go astray when they
have this blessed book to guide them?—
Michael Faraday.

The Scriptures for 1,700 years have
occupied the mind more than all books,
have enlightened it more than all the
books.—Lossing.

Its light is like the body of heaven in
its clearness; its vastness like the bosom
of the sea; its variety like the scenes of
nature.~John Henry Newman,

There is scarcely any noble part of
knowledge worthy of the mind of man,
but from Scripture it may have some
direction and light.—Richard Hooker.

There are no songs to be compared
with the songs of Zion, no orations equal
to those of the prophets, and no politics
equal to those the Scriptures can teach
us.—John Milton.

I must confess to you that the majority
of the Scriptures astonishes me; the
holiness of the evangelists speaks to my
heart, and has such striking character-
istics of truth, and is, moreover, so per-
fectly inimitable, that if it had been the
invention of man, the inventors would
be greater than the greatest heroes.—
I. J. Rousseau.

The Bible has been the Magna Charta
of the poor and the oppressed; down to
modern times no state has had a consti-
tution in which the interests of the peo-
ple are so largely taken into account; in
which the duties, so much more than the
privileges of rulers, are insisted on, as
that drawn up for Israel. . . . No-
where else is the fundamental truth that
the welfare of the state in the long run
depends on the welfare of the citizen so
strongly laid down—Huxley
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who is neither a weakling nor a coward;
by the man who, in the fullest sense of
the word, is a true Christian, like Great
Heart, Bunyan's hero. We plead for a
closer and wider and deeper study of
the Bible, so that our people may be in
fact as well as In theory doers of the
word and not hearers only.—Theodore
Roosevelt.

The Bible?
indeed,
The Book of Books,
On which who looks,
As he should do, aright, shall never need
Truth for a better light
To guide him in the night.
~George Herbert.
It was the Bible which created the
prose literature of England, of which
the Authorized Version was the noblest
monument; it was the Bible that gave
fire and nobleness to her language; it
was the Bible which turned a dead op
pression into a living church; it was

That's the Book, the Book

JOSEPH GIBSON

astic Leadership.

and Country

Men of Whom You Ought
to Know.

URING the past decade no man in Canada has done

more for the promotion of the Cause of Temperance
Reform than Joseph Gibson.
Branch of the Dominion Alliance, he for several successive
vears led the fight against the legalized sale of intoxicating
liguor, and much of the prevailing sentiment in opposition
to the Liquor Trattic may be fairly attributed to his enthusi
In other branches of Christian work Mr.,
Gibson has been equally active, and has served his Church
faithfully,
dism none are more readily listened to than he, and in Con-
ferences, Boards, and Committees to which he is appointed
his opinions always carry weight and his judgment influence.
May Joseph Gibson live long enough to realize the desire of
his heart in seeing his Country freed forever from the
of the Drink Demon and established in righteousness, sob-

riety, and permanent prosperity.

As President of the Ontario

Among the Metho-

laymen of

ravages

Let culture and science go on advanc-
ing and the mind progress as it may, it
will never go beyond the elevation and
moral culture of Christianity as it glis-
tens and shines forth on the gospel.
Take the Bible, book after book, and you
will find that this Book of Books has
been give us in order that in contrast
with it, as with a new world, we may
study, enlighten and develop ourselves.—
Goethe.

The most original book in the world
is the Bible. This old collection of the
ejaculations of love and dread, of the
supreme desires and contritions of man,
proceeding out of the region of the grand
and eternal, seems the alphabet
of the nations. . The elevation of
this book may be measured by observ-
ing how certainly all elevations of
thought clothes itself in the words and
forms of thought of this book. R.
Emerson,

It is literature which no age or nation
can equal or supersede. How absurd it
must be to scoff at a book which, through
all the long centuries, thousands of great
men have reverenced in proportion to
their greatness; a book for which, in age
after age, warriors have fought, phil-
osophers labored and marytyrs bled.
) All that is greatest and best in
the literature of 2,000 years has been
rooted in It and has sprung from it. It
has inspired the career of all the best
men who raised strong arms to bring
heaven a little nearer to our earth.—
F. W, Farrar.

If we read the Bible aright, we read
a book which teaches us to go forth and
do the work of the Lord; to do the work
of the Lord in the world as we find it;
to try to make things better in this
world, even if only a little better, be-
cause we have lived in It. That kind
of work can be done only by the man

the Bible which put to flight the night-
mare of ignorance before the rosy dawn
of progress; it was the Bible which
made each free Christlan man feel some
grandeur in the beatings of his own
heart, as of a being who stood face to
face with God, responsible to Him alone,
having the dignity of God's image upon
him, and the sign of his redemption
marked visibly upon his forehead. ‘
It was the Bible, and the preference of its
pure, unadulterated lessons to subsery-
ience to the tyranny of bishops, which
sent the Pilgrim Fathers in the May-
flower to the New England they were
to make so great—F. W, Farrar,

Out from the heart of nature rolled
The burdens of the Bible old;
The litanies of nations came
Like the volcano's tongue of flame
Up from the burning core below—
The canticles of love and woe.

—R. W. Emerion,
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The Tenderfoot

ALEXANDEK ROBERTS,

“All on shore!” It was the last
call of the Queen of the Lake before
leaving her wharf, and shore people
who were saying good-bye to friends
or looking after friends' baggage hur-
riedly said a few last words and went
back over the gangplank, which was im-
mediately drawn on board. As the vessel
swung out into the lake its passengers
separated into groups and sought good
places for observation or lounging. Some
stood by the shore rail to wave handker-
chiefs until the distance became too great.

Among the passengers were forty or
fifty Scouts, with a varied assortment of
camp paraphernalia, provisions, fishing
tackle, weapons, and boats, going for a
month's stay on an island sixty miles up.

A number of the boys took copies of the
Scouts’ laws from their pockets and be-
gan to refresh their memories on certain
of them. In camp they would have plenty
of practical experience, but they must be
thoroughly posted on all the special kinds
of experience that would be nevessary to
pass their Scout examination

“* First read a boy from a bag of

potatoes, swim fifty yards’ All for it
will raise their voices.'"
‘1 can't swim a stroke” spoke up

another quickly; “but I'm going to learn
in the next thi
“Well, I can go half a mile,” called out
a stocky boy, looking up from the laws
he was reading. “1 live on a river bank
Now here's a financial sticker: ‘Second,
must have at le fifty cents in the
savings bank.’ Anybody out on that?”
This caused a laugh
“Third, " read the potato bag boy,

‘must be able to send and receive mes-
sages either in semaphore or Morse at the
rate of sixteen letters a minute"

There was a long-drawn groan at this,
with only two or three cheery notes of
assent. In these voices of assent was an
unmistakable trace of exultation.

“Tom Green knows it all and has ap
paratus with him,” saild a small Tender-
foot who s sitting very upright in his
self-conscious dignity. “ He's promised
to teach me if I'll do all his camp work
in return.”

“Very good,” commented a second-class
Scout decidedly. “ We'll corral this Tom

Green and make him teach us all; recom-
pense, of course, understood. Go on”
2 'ourth,’” came from the potato bag

boy, **go on foot or row a boat alone to
a point seven miles away and return
again; or, if conveyed by any vehicle or
animal, go a distance of fifteen miles and
back and write a short report of the trip.
It is preferable that he take two days to
do it.’’

“ Easy except the report,” declared the
stocky boy. “All give a groan at that and
then sit up straight and determine to do
it to the letter and a little better. Now.”

The groan was given with dismal
energy, and then the boys who gave it or
sympathized with its expression sat up
and screwed their faces into what they
felt to be exaggerated determination.

“Very good, very good,” approved the
self-appointed reader. “Now, ‘Fifth,
describe or show the proper means of
saving life in cases of fire, runaway, or
bandage an injured person or revive an
apparently drowning person.'”

“I've been to fires and watched the in-
jured taken care of,” sald a city boy;

“but I guess there's a whole lot 1 didn't
see and don't know."

‘““My father's in a life-saving station,
and I've spent a lot of time there,” added
another. “I've seen persons resuscitated
when they were nearly drowned and
helped a little. I guess I might be able
to pass that part, but I don't know much
of anything about the rest.”

“1 was in a really tragic runaway once,
when one person was killed,” said a third
doubtfully; “but I was so small at the
time that I don’t remember a single thing
about what was done for the injured.”

All the other boys remained silent ex-
cept to groan dismally when they were
looked at. The potato boy studied them
with commiseration, und shook his head
at the three wise ones ““Cases for study-
ing up, all of you,"” he declared, “ and I'll
ask a place for myself at the foot of the
class

The boy on the potato bag slipped his
little book back into his pocket,

A TENDERFOOT.

bad, the last three,” he said; “and 1
guess we can manage them all if we make
up our minds as hard as those fellows
made up their faces just now. But hello,
Junky!" addressing a boy who was lean-
ing against the steamer rail a few yards
away, “1 don't seem to remember to have
seen vour hand or heard your voice at
all.”

The boy turned slightly and shook his
head. “Didn't suppose you wanted me
to,” he answered shortly.

“Why, Junky,” patronizingly, “you
really shouldn't get sarcastic. There are
a whole lot of us boys, you know, and we
have a whole lot of things on our minds.
If we have seemed to Ignore you a little,
remember that we have troubles of our
own, And yet we have noticed you occa-
sionally, I think. Your name, now—"
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“Of Junky, yes." The boy did not turn
at all this time, but stood gazing off
across the water of the lake, his eyes
wistful but with a blaze dn them that the
other boys could not see, as he went on:
“My clothes are not a very good fit, I
know, and my shoes are not mates. I'm
wearing a hat that was my father's. The
buttons on my jacket and vest were put
on at various times and don't match.
Junky seems a very good name, and
maybe ‘I thought of it mysel( before you
fitted it to me.

“ Mr. Harson!"

The voice was quiet and courteous, but
every Scout within hearing came to a
quick upright position, and most of them
looked troubled and a little self-conscious.
The face of the boy on the potatoes grew
scarlet. The one at the rail turned, but
his face did not change except that his
eyes lost their expression of wrath as
they met those of Scoutmaster Allerton.

dvery boy in his Patrol respected the
gentle-voiced, decided Scoutmaster, and
those who knew him loved him,

“Yes, sir,”” answered the boy at the
rall,

“1 happened to be standing just behind
some of the baggage there and heard most
of the conversation,” the Scoutmaster
went on. “At first it was mere boys' fun,
and I gave it no attention beyond enjoy-
ing it. Then something else crept in. Let
me see, you have been with us—"

“Three weeks, sir.”

“Three weeks, and are a Tenderfoot
yet, In another week, if you can meet
the tests, you will become a second-class
Scout. Then you will strive to become
a first-class, as should b the ambition of
every manly, high-souled boy. As you
know, one of the Tenderfoot laws is, ‘A
Scout is courteous,’ and another, ‘A Scout
is a friend to all’ But these laws apply
even more to the second- and first-class
Scouts, who are supposed to ebserve and
develop them more highly.”

He paused a little and Harson nodded
‘“ Yes, sir, I understond,” he said. “1 was
luuh\g my lvmpor‘ which is none of the

1 am sorry.”
fost of us lose our tempers ocecasion-
ally,” the Scoutmaster continued, smiling;
“but 1 noticed that you kept yours well
under control. I have known you several
years, Harson, and now, with your per
mission, I would like to say a few words
to the boys. They know nothing about
you except that you are here, I suppose?”

“ Nothing, sir, and I don’t believe they

“May I tell them a little, just a little,

about you?' asked the Scoutmaster
gently.

“Yes, 1f you think best.”

‘I do in this case, Boys who camp

together should not feel strange toward
each other. And now, Scouts,” to the
other boys, “what I wish to say is this:
As we all know, circumstances of birth
are accidents so far as the boys' real
worth is concerned. Because one hap-
pens to start in the world with all the
comforts and advantages that money
glves does not make him a whit better
than the boy who is denfed them all. In-
deed, some think that early hardships are
the best kind of training. Jack Harson
here has had the hardships so much that
he knows little of life without them. His
father was a seafaring man and a fisher-
man, and three years ago he picked me
up from the wreck of my catboat, which
had capsized, and carried me to his own
cabin. When he was drowned T advised
Jack and his mother to remove to town,
where there would be a better chance for
work. But times have not been easy
with them. All Jack’s book knowledge
has been fought for while supporting his
mother and an invalid brother. He has
never attended school a single day, and
yet his knowledge will compare very
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favorably with many of you who have
had all sorts of advantages. Last fall his
brother died, and a week or two ago his
mother got a summer’'s job with a family
who were going into the country. Jack
insisted on her taking it because the
work would be lighter and she would
have the advantage of fresh country air
through the hot weather. Then I had a
talk with Jack, and persuaded him to
become a Scout and join us, though he
insisted for a long time that he could not
afford so much leisure. He has never
been in the woods in his life, knows prac-
tically nothing about birds and arimals
or anything concerning woodcraft. But
he is a past master in water affairs, and
as we shall have plenty of water all about
our wooded island, I think you will ﬂnd
him a and
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steamer the dog was caught into the arms
of its owner and hugged ecstatically. “ O
my beautiful! my beautiful!” she cried,
with tears streaming from her eyes.
“Caught back from the brink of death!
But I must not forget your noble pre-
server,”

She drew a purse from her pocket, and
carefully selecting a coin from it, forced
it into the hand of the dripping, confused
boy, who was trying to slip away.

“Much obliged,” he mumbled; “but I
don’t want any reward. I—I can't—"
Then he noticed that the coin was a
nickel, and his confusion vanished. He
dropped it into his pocket. “ Thank you,"
he sald. “I'll keep it in remembrance of
the only life I ever saved.”

The Scoutmaster lald a hand on his

Ider. “Never mind, Jack,” he said

The boys had pushed forward a little.
Jack stood with flushed face and a look
of resentment gathering in his eyes. He
did not like charity nor being put for-
ward for public gaze in this way, and he
could not see any reason for so much of
his private affairs being made known.
Some of the boys had snubbed him and
looked askance at his ill-fitting clothes,
and he did not care to push himself an
inch forward toward gaining their favor.

As the Scoutmaster stopped, the boy
who had risen from the potatoes sprang
forward impetuously. * Look here, Mr.
Allerton,” he cried, “all that talk was
meant for me, I know, and I thank you
for not firing it at me direct. I'm a cad.
I thought myself satisfactory on the
courtesy laws as a Tenderfoot, and have
felt myself improving as a second-class
Scout, and now, with my hopes on the
first-class place and my eyes studying the
book, I forgot all about it. But give me
another chance, Mr. Allerton; and you,
too, Jack. The other boys were not much
to blame, for they are friends of mine
and followed my example. And say, take
my hand, will you, Jack Harson, and help
me to prove myself not altogether a cad
all the way through. After what our
Scoutmaster has sald, I believe you and 1
can be friends. I'd like to.”

The annoyance had gone from the eyes
of the boy by the rail. He grasped the
other’s hand frankly. *“I'd like to, also,”
he smiled. *“I—I just felt that none of
the boys wanted me, and—"

“ Man overboard!"” yelled someone from
the rail. “Throw a rope, a life-belt or
something, quick!"

All the Scouts rushed to the other side
of the boat. A richly-dressed woman was
wringing her hands and imploring some-
body to go to the drowning person's
assistance. *“ Oh, dear!" she wailed, “ he
was right here with me a minute ago,
and now he's drowning before my eyes.
Won't somebody do something? He's all
I've got in the world.”

The Scoutmaster and half a dozen of
his Patrol sprang forward. A dozen more
were rushing about for ropes or life-belts.
But before any of them could act a slight
form ghot over the rail without touching
it and struck the water a hundred yards
or more from where a bunch of ribbons
and some silky white stuff could be seen
rising and falling with the waves. What
was under the silky white stuff and rib-
bons could only be conjectured, but pre-
sumably a little girl. The ribbons indi-
cated that.

The steamer was stopped and a boat
lowered, and by that time the young swim-
mer was close to the drowning person.
When he reached there and the rescue
was assured, a great shout rose from the
vessel. A few minutes later the boat
ghot up and took them on board. There
it was seen that the supposed child was a
little poodle with an exaggerated knot of

. ribbons.
When they reached the deck of the

in a low voice as he drew the boy away.
“The act was just the same as though
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you really saved a human life,  All our
Scouts will look on It wo, I know. Now

you must go below und change your wet
clothes for dry ones.'

“These will dry on me all right,” Jack
began. Then, as the other shook his head,
he added desperately: ““ They'll have to;
they're all I've got,"

Only one of the boys had overheard, the
reader of the Scout laws from the potato
sack. He had pressed forward to shake
Jack’s hand. * Say, look here, Jack," he
whispered, " I'm going to try you with a
real test now, but I'm sure you'll prove
strong enough to meet it, 1've got half a
dozen regular Scout suits with me, and
I'm about your size. W1l you take one?”

Jack's lips parted for a positive re-
fusal; then he noticed the look in the
other's eyes, and he hesitated, “ Why—er,

Junior Topic Studies

MISS C. G.

JULY 20—~THE CALL OF GIDEON.
Judges 6: 11-24.

The stories of Deborah and Gideon are
the finest and most heroic among the
tales of the Judges. In both instances
the Hebrews, disorganized, broken, hope-
less and helpless, fell under the power of
the stronger tribes. Have the juniors
commit to memory the verse Deut. 3: 22,
“Ye shall not fear them; for the Lord
your God he shall fight for you.”

Where was Gideon, and what was he
doing when God called him? Did he obey
quickly? Compare the call of Samuel.
Who was Baal? What did his followers
do? Gideon, we are told, was a power-
fully built man, yet he was humble-
minded. If Gideon had mot been poor in
Manasseh, and the least in his father's
house, perhaps God would have gone
elsewhere for a leader to deliver Israel.
This is often the way. Tell the story of
Gideon's fleece. What lessons do we
learn from this wonderful fleece? Can
we say of Gideon that he was a leader
who let God lead? Having heard the call,
did he follow always his Divine Leader
without making mistakes? Was he a
good soldier? We may grow disheartened
at the presence of many and strong
enemies. But God has given us a Leader
who can conquer by few as by many.
Upon the board draw a trumpet, a lamp

and a pitcher, The trumpet represents
our power of speaking for Jesus. The
lamp—our character and example. The

pitcher—our capacity of receiving the
truth. With these do you think we are
well armed for the call in the warfare
against the evils and temptations round
about us? Will we be real heroes and
herolnes?

JULY 27—WHAT LIVINGSTONE DID
FOR AFRICA. HOW WE MAY
CARRY ON HIS PLAN. Psa. 46,

Review the previous studies and write
on blackboard the words under each other,

Industry, Loyalty, Bravery, Service,

Sacrifice, Decision, Honor, Steadfastness,

Love, Courage, Reward. Develop each as

it refers to Livingstone. Tell of Living-

stone’s work in Africa; of his visit to

England, of his return to his labors. Did

any of the difficulties met with prevent

Livingstone from carrying out his pur.

pose? We have been studying a great

character, one not perfect, but growing.

“He matched poverty with industry, dan-

ger with bravery, hardship with endur-

ance, human need with service, even suc-
cess with humility and unswerving pur-
o
Did Livingstone at times have reason
to be discouraged? Show the influence

yes, I'll take It, and thank you,” he said
at last.—Epworth Era

WALLACE,

of a life given to Christ, Tell of his in-
fluence on his followers, DIid Living-

stone’s work and life have any Influence
upon our church, upon the world,
upon us? A misslonary baseball game
could be made of Interest and profit,

One or two reverent questions could be
asked regarding the death of this great
man.

The meeting of Stanley and Living-
stone should not be forgotten, In large
letters print the word Victory upon the
blackboard, * The spirit of the pathfinder
calls us to take up his task.'

AUG. 3—~THE FIRST FRUITS.
26: 10-11; Prov, 8: 0.

When the Jews planted a fruit tree or
a grape-vine or when they sowed their
wheat or barley they sald: “The first
figs or grapes or pomengranates, and the
first wheat and barley, and the first dates
and olives, shall be given to God"” In
the time of harvest they gathered in com-
panies, each with his new basket filled
with the first fruita of his land, and after
spending a night in the open air they
went in the early morning to the temple
with their offerings. The Jews were
Iiberal in thelr glvings. Tell of the old
temple service, What was burnt and
why? Do we not need to bring an offer:
ing of the first frults to God? Not only
of our money, but of our time, our best,
should we give to God. Wo so often glve
the best hours of the day to ldleness,
when in service weo could devote them
as first fruits to Him who loves us. (See
Romans 8: 32.)

There is an old saying, ' First things
first.” Make a list on the blackboard of
what the juniors conslder most fmport-
ant. Drummond wrote an address called
“First' Read It,

Every junior owes something to God.
In giving of the first fruits the Jews gave
God His part before they took thelr own.

Deut.

The first fruits are always the best.
AUG. 10—FIRST CALLED CHRIS-
TIANS. Acts 11: 26,
Truth.—A Christlan should stand by
his name,

Blackboard.—A map locating Antioch.
Picture —Paul—W

0y,
Talk about

Point of Contact, how
things get thelr names.  What names
mean: as  Automoblle, Prohibitionist,

Lutherans, ete,
Ilustrations.~Tell of the Holy Club at

Oxford and the origin of the name Meth-

odist, the Salvation Army, and the mean-

ing of the mames, The Student Volun-

teers.

Bible Ilustrations, Bx, 2:

Mowes: 10;
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Israelites: Gen. 32: 28; Ruth: 1: 20;
Sons of the Prophets, 2 Kings 2: 3.

Heart Talk—Read Acts 11: 26. The
name was probably given by the heathen
and meant the followers of Christ; “ The
Christ Men.” Some men had been fol-
lowers of Christ for some time, but up to
this time they had been called a sect of
the Jews. Now they had a name of their
own and must stand either for it or
against it.

As children we belong to God. Many
of us, all of us, pray to him and are try-
ing to serve him, but how many of you
have ever taken the stand and said, “1I
am a Christian”? Sometimes boys and
girls are afraid to say they are Chris-
tians because they do not fully under-
stand the meaning and think they must
go through some peculiar experience, and
do not know that for those who love
Jesus it simply means the determination
to continue to be Christ's boys or girls.

How many who have never been called
Christians are ready to say “I am a
Christian " to-day

Hymns.—" Holy, Holy, Holy."”
H. 78

*Stand up for Jesus." P, 203; H. 386.

“Onward, Christian Soldiers.” P. 159;
H. 383.—Junior Quarterly.

P. b1;

Try Your Hand at a Story

Do you want to write a story? I know
you do. Well, here is your chance, What
does the picture on this page say to you?
Look it over and then write the story it
contains, As to the picture itself, I may
just say that on the last day of May I
spent an hour on the Exhibition grounds,
Toronto, watching the Public School
games, Towards evening I strolled along
the lake front enjoying the breezes and
watching the people. Among others, I
saw this bright little boy, bubbling over
with life and activity. He could not have
been over four years old, but with com-
mendable ambition was anxious to throw
big stones over the railing protecting
the lake front. I greatly enjoyed supply-
ing him with a number of stones, and
incidentally took these five snap-shots of
him in the very act. There he is, now;
in his own natural attitudes, no artificial
posing for the camera-man, but just a
lively, happy, beautiful child. Who he
is I do not know., Where he lives I can-
not tell. But there is a lot in the picture
about him. What does it say to you?
Think it over, and then make up your
story. The practice will do you good
anyway, and if you do not win a prize,
the exercise in writing will help you

greatly. For the best two stories sug-
gested by the five snap-shots of the little
boy, recelved at the editor's office from
anybody under twenty years of age, be-
fore August 10th, next, I will give two
gplendid and suitable prizes, Just what,
I cannot say until I know who gets them
and what would be most appropriate in
the case. Try your hand at a story.
Address your manuscript to:—Rev. 8. T
BartLerr, Wesley Buildings, Toronto, On
tario.

A Methodist Boy Lost

Lost—A young man reared in a Metho-
dist home by parents now heartbroken
who would give their all to have him
back. While at home he was the idol
of his mother's heart, the apple of his
father's eye. He attended bunday school
up to a certain age, when the school
ceased to interest. The parents had
fajled to speak to him in heart-to-heart
counsel; in fact, they themselves fell
short of their religious obligations, and
were ill-prepared to call their son's atten-
tion to things of the Spirit, It was then
he sought the great city. To-day he Is lost.
The first Sunday or two away from home
found him in a great city church, but he
slipped out unobserved at the close. No
one grasped his hand; no one gave him
an invitation to return. He wandered
out on the street with a feeling of lone-
liness.

It has been reported that he was next
approached by some young men of pleas-
ing address who asked him to join them
on their way to the park. Next they
were at the concert hall, next the saloon,
all of which he yielded to because he was
lonely, and his companions displayed
such hearty Interest in his comfort and
pleasure that he could hardly refuse.
Though he continued to write home, his
parents have finally discovered that their
boy is lost. Letters are coming less fre-
quently, and their beautiful and confid-
ing tone is lacking. He enters no church;
the Young Men's Christian Association
has not discovered him. He is lost—
lost in a city of churches. Who will
seek him? Who will go out after the
lost? Who will locate him and endeavor
to bring him back? We shall attempt
no description. Possibly he has been
seen by many who read this. He is in
your city, your town; you know him
doubtless; you speak to him on trivial
matters often. Possibly you have not
realized that he is “away from home.”
We call upon all who believe they can
locate such a young man to seek to
recover him to himself and his loved
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ones. No reward is offered other than
the consciousness that you have followed
Him who came to seek and save that
which was lost—a consciousness that
will bring joy and peace and satisfac-
tion—Western Advocate.

The Little Streets

“To-morrow Il do it,” says Bennie.
“I will by and by,” says Seth.

“Not now—pretty soon,” says Jennie,
“In a minute,” says little Beth,

O dear little people, remember
That, true as the stars in the sky,
The little streets of To-morrow,
Pretty-Soon, and By-and-By

Lead, one and all,
As straight, they say,
As the King's Highway,
To the city of Not-at-all.
—Annie Hamilton Donnell.

Hold Fast, Boys!

Hold on to your tongue when you are
just ready to swear, or speak harshly, or
use an improper word,

Hold on to your hand when you are
about to punch, strike, scratch, or do an
improper act.

Hold on to your foot when you are on
the point of kicking, running off from
study, pursuing the path of error, shame
or crime.

Hold on to your temper when you are
angry, excited or imposed upon, or others
are angry with you.

Hold on to your heart when evil asso-
clates seek your company, and invite you
to join in their mirth, games and revelry.
—unelected.

Railroads Bar Out Drinkers

Recently the railroads have taken
strong positions against employees that
drink, not only when on duty—that has
been forbidden for many years—but also
when off duty; and not only immoder-
ately but also moderately. The Temper-
ance Board of the Disciples of Christ, in
a recent bulletin, asks pertinently why, if
the railroads can forbid drinking among
their employees, for the good of the pub-
lic, the general government, which has so
much more power than the railroads,
cannot, for the good of the public, put an
end to drinking altogether.—Ez.

READ “TRY YOUR HAND AT A STORY" FOR EXPLANATION OF THIS PICTURE.
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The Old Testament

The following are the examination ques-
tions and answers of Miss Carrie M. Play-
fair, Ancaster, Ontario.

1. Briefly define the terms: (1) Revela-
tion. (2) Covenant. (3) Canon, (4)
Septuagint. (5) Pentateuch.

(1) Revelation. It has pleased God to
reveal Himself not only in nature, but
also in human history. In some measure
this revelation was to all men but more
especially to the Hebrews and through
them to the world. The Bible is the
record of this revelation, the literature
of this people,—“The Word of God that
liveth and endureth.”

(2) Covenant. God's gracious promises
to His people are often spoken of in the
Bible as a covenant or binding agree-
ment, This impled on Israel's part
obedience to the will of God as revealed
to them in His laws and through His
prophets; on God's part fulfilment to them
of His promise and purpose of salvation.
Jeremiah's prediction of a new covenant
had its fulfilment in Christ, based not
upon the law but upon lving faith in
Him,

(3) Canon. That part of scripture ac-
cepted as inspired and authoritative by the
Jewish and Christian churches is called
the canon.

By “Canon” is meant the rule or law of
faith and conduct of moral and religious
duty.

(4) Septuagint. As early as the 3rd
century, B.C., a Greek version was begun
at Alexandria. This was known as the
Septuagint or Version of the Seventy.

(5) Pentateuch. The first five books of
the Old Testament (5 volumes )are called
the Pentateuch. These were regarded by
the Jews with great reverence as contain-
ing their ancient laws. They called them
“Lorah,” meaning law. Beginning with
the creation and the history of the hu-
man race, they next tell the story of the
ancestors of the Hebrews, the bondage in
Egypt, the deliverance under Moses, the
sojourn ‘in the wilderness, and the con-
quest of Eastern Palestine.

2. Name and Classify, in order, the Books
of the Old Testament.

The Books of the Old Testamen{ are

divided or arranged in their literary

order,
(1) Historical. Genesis, Exodus, Levi-
ticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua,

Judges, Ruth, 1st Samuel, 2nd Samuel, 1st
Kings, 2nd Kings, 1st Chronicles 2nd
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther.

(2) Poetical. Job, Psalms, Proverbs,
cclesiastes, Song of Solomon.

(3) Prophetical.—lsaiah, Jeremiah, La-
mentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel,
Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zecha-
riah, Malachi,

3. Name the principal Countries of the
014 Testament World, describing the
Physical Features of Palestine.

Arabia, Babylon, Assyria, Mesopota-
mia, Syria, Phoenicla, Palestine, Edom,

Moab, Ammon, country occupied by

Philistines on sea coast, Hgypt, Ethiopia

far to the south, Media, Persia, Armenia.

Palestine bounded on the north by
Syria, the Lebanon Mountaing and
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Phoenicia, east by the desert of Arabla,
gouth by Moab, Bdom and the deserts or
Perau and Shur, west by coast line, with
Philistines on the sonth Mediterranean
Sea in centre and Phoenicia on the north,

It is divided by Jordan River into
eastern and western, Bastern 3,800 sa.
miles, western 6,040 sq. miles—total
10,000 sq. miles or 1-6 area of England.
150 miles from north to south, width 100
miles. Divided into five zones, which run
from north to south.

(1) Coast plain—Varies in width from
20 to 30 miles in the south and 2 to 6 in
the north. Occupied by Philistines in
the gouth, Plain of Sharon in centre, and
Phoenicia in the north. Coast line un-
broken by bays. Joppa o.ly harbor men-
tioned in Old Testament times.

(2) Foothills or lowlands—Between
coast plains and central plateau from 5
to 15 miles in width, lylug between Judah
and Philistia. It was the scene of many
conflicts fin days of Samson and David,
and Maccabees and Crusaders.

(3) Central Plateau—The home of the
Tsraelites—South of the Lebanons was the
broken hills of Galilee, picturesque, fer-
tile and well watered. The plateau was
broken here by the plains of Megiddo, be-
tween Jordan River and Mediterranean
Sea. South of Megiddo were the fertile
hills of Bphraim or Samarica, and In con-
trast to them came the barren and lime-
stone hills of Judah.

The mountains rose from 2,500 ft. to
4,000 above the level of the sea.

(4) The Jordan River or Arabah ex-
tending from the Sea of Galilee to the
extreme south of the Dead Sea, 160 miles.
At Sea of Galilee 682 ft. below sea level, at
Dead Sea 1,300 ft.

(5) The Eastern Plateau—The land was
both arable and pasture. Mts. 2,000 to
4,000 ft., central portion Gilead, Northern
Bashan.

Climate—Varied; the high mountains,
deep valley, sea coast, fertile plains and
barren deserts presenting great contrasts.
The snowcained mountains of Hermon
looked down on the perpetual summer of
the Jordan Valley. The fir overshadowed
the palm. The wolf of the north con-
tended with the leopard of the south for

was sown in October and nourished by the
winter rains; harvest began in May.

4. Write a paragraph on (1) The Patri-

archs. (2) Israels Migration (o
Egypt. (3) The Exodus. (4) The
Conquest of Canaan. (5) The work

of the Judges.

(1) The Patriarchs—The magnanimous
Abram or Abraham, the man of great
faith, the peace loving Isaac, the shrewd
and ambitious Jacob, the pure and high
minded Joseph,

(2) Israel's Migration to Egypt—Jacob
was forced by famine to go to Egypt. The
way had been opened for them by Joseph
being sold as a slave years before by his
jealous brother. He had found favor with
the king, and had great power and gave
his people a home in Goshen.

The Hyksos or Shepherd Kings were
ruling in Egypt. They being Semites,
would not be so opposed to the migration
of Israel,

(3) The Ewodus—Took place probably
about the 13th Century. God raised up
Moses as a leader of the Israelites, and
tforced Pharoah to let them go. The feast
of the Passover was celebrated at their
going out of Egypt. Going eastward they
crossed an area of the Red Sea, and the
Egyptians following them were over-
whelmed in the rising waters. This was
an assurance to the Israelites of God's de
Iliverance in other perils. At Sinal they
encamped, government was organized and
laws formulated, and the nation entered
into covenant with Jehovah and conse-
crated a priesthood and tabernacle or
(tent) temple to His worship.

Proceeding north they made an inef-
fectual attempt to enter Palestine from
the south. They spent a long time in
the wilderness, chiefly at Kadesh Barnea,
then went eastward round Edom and
north to Moab where Moses died.

(4) The Conquest of Canaan. Moses
conquered the Amorites (in the walled
cities in the mountains) before he died.
Joshua now led the people across the
Jordan, and encamped in the plains of
Gilgal. First Jericho fell, and then the
central c¢ities, He then went north and
south until the whole land was subdued.

(5) The work of the Judges—Joshua
was a capable leader, loyal to the worship
of Jehovah and the ideals of his predeces-
sor, Moses,

Deborah and Barak led the people of
Israel at the battle of Megiddo when they
defeated the northern Canaanites.

Gideon defeated the Amalakites and
Samson the Philistines.

Ell was both a priest and judge, and
gerved in the temple at Shiloh.

Samuel was the last of the judges. They
rallied the people round them and helped
them to conquer their foes and also tried
to bring them back to God when they
strayed.

5. Outline briefly the career of Samuel.

Samuel was consecrated to God at
birth, a Nazarite. He was a servant
and pupil of Eli in the temple at Shiloh.
When very young he heard the divine call
to become a prophet. He was judge after
Eli. His influence was felt all over Israel

as he went yearly in eircuit to Bethel,
Gilgal and Mizpah.

When the Philistines took away the
Ark he told the people to forsake idolatry
and worship Jehovah, and He would be
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with them. He called an Assembly for
prayer and sacrifice, and when the Philis-
tines attacked them Israel was victorious.
When the princes were dissatisfied over
the separation and disunion and asked for
a King, Samuel endeavored to persuade
them out of it, warning them of the ty-
ranny they might have to endure, but
afterwards ylelded to their request and
endeavored to safeguard their liberties, He
was thought by many to be the founder
of the schools of the prophets, companies
of young men full of religious and pat-
riotic zeal, with a leader called father.
They were sons, He took a great interest
‘in them,

6. Name and describe briefly the charac-
ters of the first three Kings of
Israel.

(1) Saul, Son of Kish of the tribe of
Benjamin, was first king in Israel. He
won his right to this high office by his
notable relief at Jabesh Gilead. He was
a great and successful soldier. Most of
his reign was taken up with fighting the
Philistines. His foolish rejection of the
advice of Samuel and his jealousy of the
riging fame of David darkened his later
years.

(2) David (1010970) Son of Jesse of
tribe of Judah, reigned in Hebron over
Judah. After seven years he became king
of all Israel and moved his capital to
Jerusalem, which he won from the Jebus-
ites and rebuilt. He was a great and
successful soldier, He subdued the Philis-
tines and extended his kingdom over
Edom, Moab, and Ammon, and northward
over Syria to the Euphrates River, sub-
jecting these lands to tribute. He en-
deavored to rule his people with im-
partiality, and to heal the breach which
had existed between Judah and the north-
ern tribes. He established the saactuary
at Jerusalem, and received the counsel of
the prophets as the Word of God. He was
not only a statesman and leader, but also
a poet. Made a dirge on the death of
Saul and Jonathan, also wrote many of
the Psalms. His character was stained
by some of the evils of his age, lust and
cruelty, and his later years were darkened
by the rebellion of his favorite son Ab-
solom. His virtues far exceeded his de-
fects, and his refgn was the most glorious
in Israel's history.

(8) Solomon (970) David's son suc-
ceeded to great power and wealth. He
made an alllance with Tyre (like David)
also allied himself by marriage with the
King of Egypt.

He lost much of the territory left him
by his father, and also gained the disap-
proval of the prophets of Jehovah by es-
tablishing altars for the idol worship of
his wives. The heavy taxation and forced
labor made the people discontented. The
principal work of his reign was the build-
ing of the temple at Jerusalem, which
took seven years.

He was weak as a statesman and ruler,
but wise as a judge of his people, Like
David he was a poet, wrote many Proverbs
and Song of Solomon,

7. What was the principal cause of the
Decline and of the Division of the
Kingdom of Solomon?

Solomon's long reign left the people very
discontented,  The forced labor in the
building of the temple, palaces, and forti-
fications, and the heavy taxing for the ex-
penses of his court made “their yoke
grievous.” The old feud between Judah

and the Northern Kingdom still slum-
bered, and the rash conduct of Rehoboam
(his son) fanned it into a flame. Jere-
boam, a former servant of Saul, led the
sedition, and was made King of the North-
ern tribes. Judah only remained faith-
ful to the grandson of David.

8. Tell what you can of the work of the
principal Prophets of the Period of
the Exue,

Jeremiah was the most remarkable
character in the Babylonian age. He be-
gan his work in 628 B.C, and continued
until he went down to Egypt with the
last of the people.

Nahum predicted the fall of Nineveh.
Zephaniah, Habakkuk, and probably Oba-
diah were his contemporaries.

Ezekiel began his work in exile, and
continued for twenty years.

They saw, as did the prophets of the
Assyrian period, in the Babylonians the
instrument of God’s punishment and in
the exile a necessary chastisement, but
they predicted a restoration and a dawn of
a new day of righteousness and prosper-
ity

Haggal and Zechariah urged the people
to rebuild the temple after their return
from exile in Babylon. They with
Malachi were the prophets of the Persian
period. The Assyrian were Amos, Hosea,
Isalah, Micah. They saw in the Assyrians
God's instrument of punishment, and be-
yond the darkness of invasion and cap-
tivity they predicted the dawn of a bright-
er day—a re-organized Kingdom, a re-
generated soclety, and the extension of
the knowledge to other nations.

9. Write a paragraph on (1) The Cap-
tivity in Babylon. (2) The Work of
Ezra. (3) The Mission of Nehe-
miah.

(1) Palestine passed into Nebuchadnez-
zar's rule in 604, but the Jews did not re-
main quietly in subjection. They rebel-
led, and in 597 Jerusalem was taken and
the best of the people taken to Babylon.
In 586 the temple was destroyed and al-
most all the people taken to Babylon.

They were 50 years in exile. Some en-
gaged In business, others were skilled
craftsmen, and some farmers. Some may
have, tempted by wealth and luxury, for-
gotten God, but many proved loyal to Him.
It was at this time that the first serles of
historical books from Genesis to Kings,
was put together,

Isaiah chapters 40-66 contain messages
of comfort and assurance to the captives,
with promises of future national glory
under Jehovah.

(2) Ezra (458 B.C.)—Was a Scribe
gent by Cyrus to teach the people. They
had become very corrupt and wicked
through mingling with and marrying
their heathen neighbors. Their religion
and manners were neglected. He (Ezra)
taught and enforced the law.

They came from Jewish communities
in Persia and Babylon.

(3) Nehemiah was sent by Cyrus to
help rebuild Jerusalem, He encourlsed
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days of the Assyrian Oppression. It was
echoed by Micah and again and again
by later prophets (Jeremiah and Eze-
kiel).

Even after the decline of provhecy it
was the theme of Psalms 72 and 8

Even after the coming of Chrllt there
were still those who were looking for “The
consolation of Israel,” “Messiah” the
Lord’s anonted,

PART IL

The New Testament

The g are
paper and answers of Mln E. Mathison,
Brantford, Ont.

1. As to the New Testament Books and
their Authors: (1) How many books
are there? (2) By how many dif-
ferent men were these books written?
(3) Which of these men were Jews?
(4) Which of them were Apostles?
(5) Name the books written by cach
man.

(1) There are twenty-seven books in
the New Testament.

(2) These are written by nine different
men, including the author of Hebrews who
is unknown,

(3) The writers who were Jews were
Matthew, Mark, John, Paul, James, Peter,
Jude,

(4) The apostles who were authors
were Matthew, John, Peter, Paul.

(5) Matthew wrote the book of Mat-
thew; Mark wrote the book of Mark;
Luke wrote Luke and Acts; John wrote
the gospel of John, the Epistles of 1, 2
and 3 John, and Revelation; Paul wrote
13 epistles as follows: Romans, 1 and 2
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philip-
plans, C 1 and 2 Th
1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon. Un-
known author wrote Hebrews. Peter
wrote 1 and 2 Peter. James wrote the
book of James. Jude wrote the book of
Jude.

2. Tell in your own way why we have
four Gospels, and specify the chief
characteristics of each one.

We have four gospels because each
writer wrote for a different class of
people, and selected the material that
would best reach and convince his readers
of the Messiahship of Jesus. Though
each have some points in common yet all
add something specific of their own, which
gives different phases of Christ's life and
teaching and makes the complete story.
Each presents Christ in a different aspect,
and was written for a special purpose.

St, Matthew wrote to convince the Jews
thut Jesus was the !ulﬂlmem ol the O1d

the people and they worked with
zeal and animation—(444 B.C.),

10. Descrive briefly (1) Why the Temple
at Jerusalem came to be built. (2)
The three great Annual Feasts of the
Jews. (3) The meaning of “The Mes-
sianic Hope."

(1) The temple at Jerusalem was built
there for the nation, to give dignity and
unity to the worship.

(2) The three great annual feasts of
the Jews.

1st.—The feast of the Passover—in the
spring, corresponding to our Easter, com
memorated the departure from Egypt.

2nd.—The Feast of Pentecost or weeks,
seven weeks later marked the ingathering
of harvest.

3rd.—The Feast of Tabernacles in Oct-
ober, marked the ingathering of fruits,
also commemorated the living in tents in
the wilderness.

(3) “The Messianic Hope"—This hope
was first cherished by lIsaiah in the dark

He
tncen the genealogy of Christ through
David to Abraham, the father of the race.
He quotes Old Testament prophecies fre-
quently, and his theme is “the Kingdom
of God.” He shows Christ as the King.
There are several of the discourses of
Christ and parables.

St. Mark wrote for the Gentiles, par-
ticularly the Romans. His gospel s vivid,
full of action, “Straightway” is a favorite
word.

There are not many parables but many
miracies showing Christ as the wonder-
working Son of God full of power. He
gives no genealogy but begins with pub-
lic ministry of Christ.

St. Luke also wrote for the Gentiles,
first to Theophilus, then to Gentiles, more
especially the Greeks. He traces the gen-
ealogy to Adam, the father of mankind.
He shows Jesus full of compassion and
love, and helpfulness for humanity.
Jesus is the Son of Man. There are some
parables found only in Luke which show
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the tenderness of the Father's love. Some
stories of the infancy are found only in
Luke., Many of his scenes are subjects
of famous paintings.
These three are called Synoptic Gospels.
St. John wrote his “spiritual” Gospel
for all believers. There are no parables
but many of the long discourses of Jesus.
He gives an account of the ministry in
Judea and Jerusalem which others do not.
His gospel is° written to show Jesus' di-
vinity, that He is the author of life and
light. 4
3. As to St. Paul's writings: (1)How
many of his epistles (letters) were
written to Churches? (bodies of be-
lievers) (2) To how many Churches
were these epistles written? (3)
How many of his letters were written
to persons? (4) To how many per-
sons were these letters written?

(1) Nine of Paul’s epistles were written
to churches. Romans, 1 and 2 Corinth-
ians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
( i land 2 T i

(2) They were written to seven churche

(2) They were written to seven
churches or groups of churches. (Some-
such as Galatlans might be a group of
churches.)

(3) Four epistles were written to per-
SONS.

(4) These were written to three people,
Timothy, Titus and Philemon is addressed
to Gaius.

4, Draw a map of Palestine, outlining on
it the three principal provinces and
locating the Sea of Galilee, Jordan,
Dead Sea, Perea, Jerusalem, Bethie-
hem, Jericho, Shechem, Nazareth,
Capernaum, Tyre, Caesarea and
Joppa.

5. Write an account of the character,
mission, and work of John the Bap-
tist.

In character John the Baptist was one
of the greatest of men, stern, ascetic and
self-denying like Elijah whom he re-
sembled. He was fearless in his denun-
ciation of wrong-doing; brave and cour-
ageous, humble, ready to sink finto ob-
seurity when his work was done. He
was obedient to the will of God, and ful
filled his mission perfectly. His mission
was to be the forerunner of the Messiah,
to prepare the way for His coming. This
he did by calling to the people to “repent
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”
He denounced the sins of the day and en-
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deavored to prepare the hearts of the
people for the Messiah whom he said
was just at hand. He was a voice in the
wilderness crying “prepare ye the way
of the Lord.

He did a great work in baptizing crowds
of people who came confessing their sins.
This repentance opened the way for the
fuller teaching of Christ. Many of his
followers became disciples of Christ. He
aroused great expectancy among the
people as to the coming Messiah. His in-
fluence was far-reaching among all classes
of people—soldiers, scribes, Pharisees, and
common people,

6. Name the principal events recorded in
the life of Jesus prior to the com-
mencement of His public ministry.

KEvents in the life of Christ prior to
public ministry. Annunciation to Mary:

(1) Birth at Bethlehem in the manger.

(2) Visit of the shepherds. (3) Presenta-

tion in the temple, where He is recog-

nized as the Messiah by Simeon and

Anna. 4) Adoration by the Magi—visit-

ors from the far Kast, who presented

gifts. (5) Flight into Egypt. (6) Re-
turn to Nazareth. (7) Visit to Jerusa-
lem at twelve years of age.

'
7. Write a paragraph on: (1) The main
theme of our Lord's teaching. (2)
His chief characteristics as a teacher.

(1) The main theme of our Lord's
teaching was * the Kingdom of God,” or,
as Matthew styles it, the “ Kingdom of
Heaven.” This is the rule of God in the
hearts of the people, and bringing their
lives under His sway, until they are con-
formed unto His likeness. This rule is
both present and future. It begins in
this life, and is completed in the next.,

The words, “ kingdom of God,” occur
114 times in the gospels. In the Sermon
on the Mount He describes the subject of
the new kingdom—his character, his rela-
tion to the old dispensation, his acts of
worship, his relation to the world and to
his brother man, and closes with a warn-
ing.

Christ gives the new laws of His King-
dom In this discourse. The people were
looking for Him to set up an earthly
kingdom with great power and display,
but His kingdom was to be one of love,
and He would reign within their hearts,
and subdue all evil. It was a spiritual

ngdom.

(2) Christ as a teacher spoke with
authority. He did not quote the old
rabbis as authorities, but said, “I say
unto you."”

When He used old forms or quotations
from Old Testament, He filled them with
a new meaning.

His style was very pieturesque and Ori-
ental, as He frequently used parables.
Thege stories of earthly things with a
heavenly meaning caught the interest and
attention of the people, and fixed it upon
their memory. If one were searching for
truth, he would ponder the story and go
on thinking for himself. They also served
to conceal the truth from those who were
not fitted to receive it

Christ used as illustrations the objects
of every-day life, in the home, or street,
or in nature; and so filled all common
things with a new meaning. He enters
into the every<ay life of people.

His sayings are pithy and pointed. In
a few words He gives a gem of thought
which reveals many phases of truth, and
can be turned over and over in the mind.
They catch the attention, and remain in
the mind, His teaching went below the
surface and struck at the heart of things.
He is very simple, yet forceful.

8. Outline the events of the Passion Week.

On Sunday there was the Triumphal
Entry. As Jesus came from Bethany into
Jesrusalem riding on an ass, He was met
by throngs of Passover pilgrims, who

waved palm branches, threw their gar-
ments in the way, and acclaimed Him
King. He accepts their plaudits as the
Messiah and Prince of Peace.

Monday, as Christ and His disciples
enter Jerusalem, He curses the barren fig
tree as a symbol of the Jewish nation,
which failed to recognize Him, Entering
the temple, He cleanses it of the money
changers who had polluted it.

Tuesday was a day of teaching in the
temple courts. Different parties try to
entrap Him by questions, but He confutes
them all. The Pharsees ask a question
about the tribute money, the Scribes
about the greatest commandment, the
Sadducees about the Resurrection, and
the rulers about His authority.

He warns the people that as a nation
they shall be rejected and the kingdom
glven to the Gentiles. The visit of the
Greeks was one bright feature of the day.
As He leaves the temple for the last time,
He tells His disciples of the coming de-
struction of Jerusalem, and gives the
parables of judgment in Matt, 25.

Wednesday Christ and His disciples
spent in retirement and intercourse prob-
ably at Bethany. The Jewish authorities
are seeking to bring about His downfall
and conferring with Judas, who agreed
to betray Him for thirty pieces of silver,

Thursday, Christ sent the disciples into
the city to prepare for the Passover sup-
per, which they ate in the Upper Room.
He institutes the Lord’s Supper as a me-
morial sacrament, and gives the talks on
the Father's house, the true Vine, and
His prayer for the disciples. They go
out to the Mount of Olives, and In the
Garden of Gethsemane He endures great
agony of soul. Judas and the soldlers
of the High Priest enter and take Him
prisoner, while the disciples forsake Him
and flee.

Friday—Before daylight Christ is tried
at the house of Annas, then before the
Sanhedrin, while a formal meeting at
daybreak convicts Him of blasphemy. He
is then brought before Pilate, the Roman
governor, who, to please the people,
passes sentence on one whom he 18 con-
vinced is an innocent man. At 9 o'clock
in the morning Christ was crucified on
Calvary, or Golgotha, a hill outside the
city wall, between two thieves. At 3
o'clock in the afternoon He gives up His
life. Nicodemus and Joseph bury Him in
the latter's new tomb, which is sealed by
Roman authorities.

Saturday He lies in the tomb, but on
Sunday the Resurrection takes place.

9 Name the principal incidents recorded
in the Acts of the Apostics relating
to the FEarly Christian Church be-
tween the Resurrection of Christ and
the conversion of Saul of Tarsus.

The gathering of the 120 disciples—
men and women,—in the Upper Room for
prayer, waiting for the promised descent
of the Holy Spirit. During this time a
successor to Judas is chosen.

Descent of the Holy Spirit on the Day
of Pentecost, Peter's sermon on the day
of Pentecost, when 3,000 were converted.

Condition of the early church—all
things in common, gladness, rejolcing,
brotherly love, prayer and praise,

Peter and John heal the lame man,
drawing attention of authorities to new
party.

Threatening of authorities,

Imprisonment and release of some dis-
ciples.

Death of Ananias and Sapphira,

First step in organization, when neces-
sity arose, of seven deacons for adminis-
tration of charity,

Work, arrest, defence of Stephen and
his martyrdom,

Disciples scattered, preaching in Judea
and Samaria.

Philip preaching in Samaria—a great
revival—-and to Ethioplan eunuch.

Conversion of Saul.
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Misstonary Journcy and mention
what seems to you to be his out-
standing qualities as a model mis-
sionary.

Paul's second missionary journey,—60
A.D. Paul starts from Antioch, and visits
the churches in Cilicia and Lycaonia
(Lystia and Derbe), then in the region
of Galatia and Phrygia—through Mysia
to Troas, where he hears the Macedonian
call, and crosses over to Burope, and
wing his first convert in Philippi, in
Macedonia. He thewn preaches in Thessa-
lonica and Berea. In each case he goes
first to the synagogues, but when rejected
by the Jews, turns to the Gentiles. At
Athens he gives the famous sermon on
Mars Hill, then spends some time in
Corinth—a very wicked commercial city.
Passing to Ephesus, he then sails ror
Jerusalem, landing at Cmsarea, then go-
ing to Jerusalem, and from there returns
to Antioch,

Paul has many qualities of the model
missionary. He goes where the gospel
has not yet been preached, and presses
on from place to place. The greatness of
the task calls forth the most heroic effort
on his part. He counts not his own life
dear, but endures persecution, prison,
hunger, beatings, shipwreck, and all dis-
asters with a dauntless fortitude. He is
not disobedient to the heavenly vision,
but goes forth to conquer the world for
Christ. He has a wide vision of the
field. He goes to all people and all
classes. Paul seeks the large centres of
population, where many can be reached.
He organizes his churches, and keeps in
touch with them by visit and letter. He
trains workers and leaders. He has the
deepest love and care over his converts.
He adapts his teaching to the people he
meets, His singleness of purpose and
complete self-surrender to one great ob-
ject—to preach Christ—marks him a
truly great man. His theme—Christ
crucified and risen—the only Saviour
from sin.

PART IIL
The Teacher

The following questions and answers
are from the examination papers of Mrs.
Palmer G. Burgess, Ottawa, Ontario.

1. What constitutes Teaching?

Teaching implies (1) A teacher, (2) A
scholar or scholars, (3) A lesson to teach,
(4) Ability on part of teacher, (5) De-
sires to learn on part of scholar.

Teaching may be defined as: The
teacher putting the scholar into posses-
sion of something that the teacher has,
und the scholar lacks, so that it becomes
the common property of both.

2. What qualifications are desirable in a
Sunday School Teacher? Which of
these do you consider the most im-
portant, and why?

(1) Good character, (2) Personal mag-
netism, (3) Natural aptitude, (4) Con-
secration, (5) Training, (a) knowledge,
(b) skill in teaching; (6) Quick eye and
ear (vigllance), (7) Energy, (8) Sym-
pathy, (9) Taect.

Personally, I consider Consecration the
most necessary, “I can do all things
through Christ which strengeneth me.”
1f consecrated, and earnest in His service,
He can use us to accomplish what He will,
even as He made use of Peter and An-
drew, James and John—the fishermen of
Galilee. Without consecration we can
never hope to lead souls into His King-
dom.

Next to Consecration I would place
Training. We must have knowledge, and
we must know how to use it skilfully, in
order to accomplish results; but if it is
impossible to acquire training, I believe
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the Lord can use us if we are couse-
crated. But if we have the opportunity
for training, it is certainly our duty, as
consecrated Christians to know all we
can—so that consecration implies mak-
ing the best of our opportunities for self-
improvement, also of making the best
use of whatever talents we may possess
in improving others.

3. How may a Sunday School Teacher (1)
Acquire Skill? (2) Cultivate Sym-
pathy? (3) Show Tact?

(1) A Sunday School teacher may
acquire skill in teaching by: (1) Study
and patience, (2) Practice, (3) Observa-
tion of skilled teachers, (4) Studying un-
der skilled teachers, (5) Making the best
of every opportunity to the best of his
ability, (6) Conversing with others.

(2) A Sunday School teacher may
cultivate sympathy by: (1) Looking at
things through eyes of pupils, (2) Seeing
things from their standpoint, (3) Genu-
ine interest in pupils and desire to help
them, (4) Sympathy begets sympathy,

(3) A teacher may show tact by using
common sense in the little things of life,
e.g., Private reproof of troublesome
pupil; Calm, even temper when disturb-
ance arises; Quiet appreciation of pupils’
efforts, in proper degree; Private, per-
sonal appeal for conversions.

4. What knowledge is indispensable to a
successful Sunday H@onl Teacher?
A Sunday School teacher should know:
(1) His Bible, (2) Message of Life for
the individual pupil, (3) The pupils, (4)
How to teach, (5) How to govern class,
(6) Knowledge of lesson and series of
lessons.

6. Here is the Lesson, there is the Pupil.
How is the Teacher to obtain and
hold the interest of the latter in the
former?

Conditions of interest: (1) Spontane-
ous activity, (2) Personality of teacher,
(3) Variety, (4) Work for each scholar,
(5) Evidence of progress, (6) Lesson
taught to suit age and ability of pupil,

The teacher may give work in prepara-
tion the week before, must have well
planned lesson, and must have knowledge
of Bible, series of lessons and pupils.

6. How would you prepare for teaching a
Sunday School Lesson?

A lesson should be started, in prepard-
tion, with two Bibles, one for text, one
for reference. Learn all possible from the
Bible itself. Keep in mind any difficulties
or questions that occur in first reading;
the pupils may be asking the same ques-
tion. Then consult all help possible.
(Commentaries, Bible Dictionaries, Les-
son Helps.) Then organize knowledge
according to plan for teaching, selecting
what is adapted to the class.

7. Of what value is a lesson plan (1) To
the Teacher? (2) To the Scholar?

The value of lesson plan to the teacher:
(1) It saves time, (2) It ensures order
to the lesson, (3) It prevents wandering,
(4) It enables teacher to detect and deal
with difficult sections.

The value of lesson plan to the scholar:
(1) Gives clear, definite outline of lesson,
(2) Creates interest in well-ordered les-
son, (3) Prevents confusion and haziness
of ideas, (4) Clears up difficulties and
glves confidence in the teacher.

8. How may the Teacher best help the
Scholar prepare the next Sunday's
Lesson?

The teacher may help the scholar in
preparing the next Sunday’'s lesson by:
(1) Creating a desire to learn it by
proper appreciation of previous efforts,
(2) Giving some work to be prepared,
such as answers to questions, maps, ete.,
(3) Pointing out some interesting point
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in lesson, (4) Memory work, (5) Emula-
tion and incentive.
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9. Ezplain the value in Sunday School
Teaching of (1) Illustration, (2)
Questioning. (3) Review.

r'ﬂhe value in Sunday School teaching
ofi—
(1) Illustration, by pictures, objects,
stories, maps, ete. Illustration gives
point to the lesson. It stimulates inter-
est and appeals to the child’s sense hun-
ger and imagination. The child takes in
new knowledge Ly means of what he
already knows, and the teacher may use
illustration to lead up to some new point,
olr to make clear some point or applica-
tion,

(2) Questioning. Questions are of two
kinds: (1) Testing, to detect knowledge,
to detect faulty knowledge, to detect
incomplete knowledge, to detect lack of
grasp of subject, to detect drill, to get
attention or create interest. (2) Train-
ing or educative. (a) To question knowl-
edge into the mind by means of previous
knowledge; Analysis, Comparison, Rea-
soning, ete. (b) To lead from point to
point till the whole situation is grasped.
(¢) To fix knowledge in mind.

(8) Review. (1) It gives clear, defin-
ite outline of lessons of the quarter or
series, (2) It brings out clearly the pur-
pose of the serles of lessons, (3) It
brings out the relation of the lessons to
each other and to whole series, (4) It
tests “nowledge, (5) It fixes knowledge,
(6) It gives the teacher some idea of
how much she has accomplished.

10. What do you understand by “ Adapta-
tion" as ome of the principles of
Teaching?

Adaptation as a principle of teaching:
The mind of the child develops according
to certain laws of development, By thor-
oughly understanding the manner of de-
velopment, we can suit our lessons and
methods to the particular need of the
pupil, and encourage development along
desired lines. A child may be deficient in
certain moral qualities, and we take out
of the lesson that which will lead to
the development of that quality, eg.,
dwelling on the heroism of Christ to a
child needing courage. The child’s mind
develops from the known to the unknown,
and the lesson must be adapted to the
child’s previous knowledge, in order to
be understood. The lesson should dcvelop
from (1) Simple to complex, (2) Con-
crete to abstract, (3) Known to unknown,
(4) Whole to parts, then reconstruct.

Pagts IV. AND V. Wi Appear 1N OuR
Nexr NuMBER.

A Doubtful Compliment

A clergymen was about to leave his
church one evening, when he encountered
an old lady examining the carving on
the font.

Finding her desirous of seeing the beau-
ties of the church, he volunteered to show
her over, and the flustered old lady, much
gratified at this unexpected offer of a
personally conducted tour, shyly acceptea
it. By and by they came to a handsome
tablet on the right of the pulpit. “This,”
explained the good man, “is a memorial
tablet erected to the memory of the late
vicar.”

“There now! Aint it beautiful?” ex-
claimed the admiring old lady, still flus-
tered and anxious to please. “And I'm
sure, sir, I 'ope it won't be long afore we
see one erected to you on t'other side.,”—
Junior Christian Endeavor World.

The starry firmament on high,

And all the glories of the sky,

Yet shine not to thy praise, O Lord,

So brightly as thy written word.
—~8ir Robert Grant,
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Notes

Twenty new members were received
into the Epworth League on May 6th, at
Bracebridge. The prospects are bright
for the coming year.

Port Hammond B. C. Epworth League
18 a helpful Society towards the church.
The young peple hold their meetings on
Sabbath evenings at eight o'clock. The
past four months have been successful in
enrolment of new members to the Society.

The BEpworth League, Franklin, Man.,
reports. remarkable success in the work
of the various departments during the
year just closed. The pastor congratu-
lated his young people for the assistance
they had rendered him. The out-going
officers were highly commended for their
earnestness and aggressiveness,

A worker in one of the Leagues on
Wyoming Circuit writes:—"1 think we
are doing pretty well in our League for
a little country place, We have 30 mem-
bers, fifteen of whom are active, Last
year $2 was raised for Missions. We
have also a Junior League who gave
$28.to Missions. They worked hard sel-
ling old papers, rubbers, calendars, and
books.”

The Annual Convention of the Bpworth
Leagues and Sunday Schools of Exeter
District, was held in James St. Church.
BExeter, April 22nd. The themes “ Work
Among Boys” and “Christian Service’
were ably discussed by W. H. Bartram of
Parkhill and H. White, 8t. Mary’s, respec-
tively. Rev. Mr. George, Lucan, in his ad-
dress on “Citizenship” made some timely
applications to the needs of to-day.
Rev. A. C. Carscallen, returned mission-
ary, gave two excellent addresses on
“Work in China,” and “ China's Oppor-
tunity.” Among a number of resolutions
adopted we especially note two—" That
emphasis be laid on keeping and winning
the boy for Christ,” and “ That a memor-
ial be sent to Premier Asquith, looking
to the extinction of the Indian opium
trade in China.”

The delegates dispersed, full of inspira-
tion, good intentions and high resolves to
render more able service in their various
fields of labor. The following officers
were elected for ensuing year:—

President— Rev. C. W. Baker; Vice-
Presidents—(1) Miss O. Gould, (2) Miss
M. Brook, (3) Miss Z. English, (4) W. H
Bartram, (5) Mrs. (Rev.) R, C. Burton;
Treas, Wesley Johns; Sec., Rev. A, H.
Brown; Conf. Rep., Rev. T. W. Blatch-
ford,

Fro.a Ainslee St. Epworth League,
Guelph, Ontario, we have received the
following excellent report:—" There ﬁun
be no doubt but that our League has
closed the most successful year in its
history. Our attendance recently has
been in the neighborhood of one hundred
while our membership has increased from
66 to 117. We contributed $217 to
missions, and sent delegates to both Whit-
by and St. Thomas Summer Schools, The
various Committees have worked splen-
didly together, and have accomplished
good work. Some of our best meetings
have been held in connection with the
Christian Endeavor Department. There
is a eplendid spiritual tone in our League,
and the majority of our members are con-
secrated and sincere. Through the efforts
of the Literary and Soclal Committees,
the League has learned the meaning of
true sociability. The sick have been re-
membered by the distribution of flowers
among them. The Citizenship Depart-
ment has been one of the strong factors
of our work. Many of our young men
assist in the teaching of English to the
forelgners, in conjunction with the
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Y.MC.A. On the Local Option campaign
last December, a bitter fight waged, and
the young men of our League worked
nobly and well in the cause of righteous-
ness. In our labors we have been blessed
of God. Our aim for missions is $240 for
the coming year, and with the various
departments working enthusiastically and
harmoniously together we hope to make
it the ‘best year.'”

The Great “Qught,” is the title of a
brief yet comprehensive treatise by Rev.
Richard Duke, on the important subject
of giving to the cause of God. The author
has made®a thorough study of the ques-
tion of tithing, and presents it in a very
conclusive manner. This book might be
profitably studied by all Christians, buc
we especially recommend it to our Ep-
worth Leagues and Organized Adult Bible

Classes. It is printed at our Book Room,
and is sold at the low price of ten cents
a single copy, or one dollar a dozen.

Pollyanna, by Bleanor H. Porter, pub-
lished by L. C. Page & Co, Boston, Mass.
$1.26 net. This publication by the author
of  “Miss Billy,” has been well named
“The Glad Book."

The heroine of the story, Pollyanna, is
a sweet, gladsome lass, who becomes 80
real that one forgets she s a story-girl,
and loving her, we are made to feel that
in spite of dificulties we can always, like
her, see the bright side of things, be glad,
and make others happy. The story is
full of attractiveness, and so wholesome,
that many a girl will benefit by the read-
ing of it. This world needs more Polly-
annas in it

Books Which Will Help You

The Conning=Tower of
the Soul

Ily HENRY HOWARD.
Price, $1.00 net.

Social Creed of the

Churches

Edited by HARRY F.

Price, Hle. net.

Quiet Talks With World
Winners

By 8. D. GORDON,
P'rice, Tbe. net.

WARD,

' Quiet Talks on Personal
Problems
By 8 D. GORDON.
Price, 76e¢. net.
Quiet Talks About Our
Lord’s Return
By 8. D. GORDON,
Price, The. net.
My Young Man

By REV. LOUIS A. BANKS, D.D.
Price, 76¢. net.

The Courage of the

Coward

And Other Sermons
By CHARLES F. AKED, D.D,
Price, 60¢. net.

The Divine Life in Man

And Other Sermons
By FREDERICK A. NOBLE, D.D,, LL.D.
Price, 80c, net.

How to Live the Christ
Life

A Mine of Suggestion and Inspirvation
By RUSSELL H. CONWELL,
¢, $1.00 net.

¥

The Triumphant Life
By ROBERT F. HORTON,
Price, 50¢. net,

Self-Control
Its Kingship and Majesty
By WILLIAM G. JORDAN,
Price, $1.00,

The Optimistic Life
By ORISON SWETT MARDEN,
Price, $1.10 net.

Steps to Success; or
“ Making Good "

Eight Addresses, first delivered on
Sunday evenings to the young men
of Caldwell, Idaho, and under
their auspices
By GIDEON L. POWELL, D.D, PhD,

Price, §1.2

FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND CHOIRS

Edited and Compiled by J. Lincoln Hall, C. Austin Miles,
and Adam Geibel, Mus. Doc.
BOARD BOUND ART EDITION
Price 35c. each; by mail 40c.; $3.60 per dozen. Carriage extra.
This volume, which marks a new departure in Sunday School Music, is a complete
compendium, and is different from any other you have seen.
BOOKS SENT POSTPAID UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED
AT ALL BOOKSELLERS, OR FROM

William Briggs-ssgue L oronto

PUBLISHER
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P reachers

THE Equity Life Assurance Com-

pany has saved its Policyholders
$76,000 in premiums in nine years
by issuing without profits Policies
at very low rates instead of issuing
them at the ordinary with-profits
rates. Thatis a larger sum than
was paid in profits to their Policy-
holders prior to December 31st, 1911,
by all the other Complnle’ organ-
ized in Canada during the last twenty
years. If level headed men want
10 protect their own as we
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MANY YOUNG LADIES

(the number Increases every
year) find that

ALMA COLLEGE

is just the kind of school they have
' looking for. It is NOT ONE
« THE MOST EXPENSIVE schools,
but it is ONE OF THE RBEST.
stands for health, inspiration, refine-
ment, vigor, sincerity and good sen-<e
in the education of girls and young
women.
For CATALOGUE address—

PRINCIPAL WARNER. St. Thomas, Ont

believe they do, they should
write us for particulars.

H. SUTHERLAND, President
Confederation Bullding, TORONTO

A Difference

George Ade, at a dinner in New York,
sed a nicer use of words.
“Use words with delicate care,” he

sald. *“ Observe all their subtle distin
tions.
when

Never write ‘vision,' for insta
‘sight’ is what you mean.”

s no difference between ‘sight’
ion,""” interrupted an editor.

said Mr. Ade. “And yet,
when you and I passed each other
on Broadway 3 afternoon, the
girl I was with was a vision, while the
one with you was a sight.,”

A Soda Cracker Race

Four lines were formed, eleven mem-
bers in each line. Eleven soda crackers
were placed on a table at the head of each
line. At a given signal the leaders of
the four lines picked up each a cracker
and began to eat it. When each icader
had finished, number two in each line re-
ceived a cracker, passed down the line,
and ate it, and so on down the line. The
line that finished first won, Those that
have tried to eat a dry soda cracker in a
hurry will appreciate the situation and
the fun—Christian Endeavor World

The Rule of Three

Three things to govern——temper,
tongue, and conduet,
Th things to live—courage, gentle-

ness, and affection,

Three things to hate
gance, and ingratitude.

Three things to delight in
freedom and beauty.

Three things to wish for
friends, and a cheerful spirit.
things to avoid-—idleness, loqu
acity, and flippant jesting.

Three things to fight for
try, and home.

Three things to
power, dignity, and gracefulness.

Three things to think about—life,
death, and eternity.—Seclected

cruelty,

frankness,

health,

h

honor, coun

admire—intellectual

Frances E. Willard said:
who cannot think his own thoughts,
though mnobody hinders him, cannot
speak his own words, though everybody
wishes he could, cannot use his own five
senses though they were given him for
that specific purpose, and whose cruelty
is greater toward those he loves the best,
presents nature's supreme illustration of
the law that alcoholic drinks have no
business in the economics of a well
ordered physical life,

“The man

J

v

Dunlop Traction
Tread

HAS THE GRIP

When getting your bieycle overhauled
for 1913 put on a set of Dunlop Traction
Treads. These tires are already the
talk of bicycledom, and before the season
half commences they will be the sensa-
tion. We have tried them out, but we
cannot tire them out. This year ‘it will

be nearly all Dunlops.

Your Dealer Has Them

THE

Alexander Engraving Co.
16 Adelaide Street West
TORONTO
Will supply Churches, Leagues and Sun-
day Schools with Cuts for ‘illustrating
Programmes, . Church Reports, Topic
Cards, ete. First-class work at moderate

prices.

OWING TO THE HIGH STANDARD MAINTAINED
IN THE POPULAR

LLIOTT

TORONTO, ONT.
the demand for the graduates is far in excess
of the supply. College open all year. Enter
now. Write for Catalogue.

Albert College,
s Belleville, Ont.

$63.00 pays Board, Room, Tuition, Elec-
tric Light, use of Baths, Gymnasium, all
but books and laundry, for twelve weeks—
longer period at reduced prices,

$30.00 pays Tuition alone for the entire
scholastic year,

Graduates holding the best positions.
Candidates prepared yearly for the exami-
nations held by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Ontario and for Commer-
cial Specialists.

#arSpecial attention given to Matricula-
tlon, Teachers' Courses, cutidn, Vocal
and Instrumental Musi ne Art, Domes-
e Seience, Physical Culture

For Illus

ed Calendar, address—
THE REGISTRAR.

uﬂ'.’lﬂ and Ontario Con wtory o'
Music and Art, Whitby, Ont
Ideal home life in a beauti-

ful castle, modelled after

Ladies’
College fZiier, o ™

The latest and best equipment in every
department, backed up by the largest and
strongest staff of speclalists to be found in
any similar college in Canada. Sufficlently
near the city to enjoy its advantages in
concerts, ete, and yet away from its dis-
tractions, in an atmosphere and environ-
ment most conducive to mental, moral and
physical stamina. Send for new illustrated
valendar, to

REV. J. J. HARE, PL.D, Principal.
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SAVINGS AGGOUNTS

We especially Solicit Accounts
with Out.of-Town Clients,
offering special faciliti
Depositing by Mail.

CENTRAL
CANADA

LOAN & SAVINGS COY.
26 KING ST. E. TORONTO




