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eorntllKs, by the 6race of 6od and favour of m JlpeS'

folic See, JlrcbblsDop of t>alifax:

Xio tbe Clergy, 'KeltQious Qvbexs, ant> Xatt\! of tbe

S>tocese, Dealtb and XeneDiction in tbe XotO.

Dkahi.v Bki.oved:

The Holeiim warni.Pv' of tlu' Aposlli' " Bo suIki- luirl watch :

bi'oause your adversary the devil, as a roai'iiifj lion, {joetli about

»oeking whom he may devour," (Pet. V, 8), docs not appeal aa

powerfully to the hearts and consciences of all professing Chris-

tians as it should.—Many think they can disregard the adjura-

ti(ju to be sober, and to be watchful over their inclinations and

their senses, and still be safe. Others, alas ! an increasing

number, deny the necessity and reasonableness of the words of

the Apostle, asserting that there is no devil to devour us, and

no hell in which the wicked shall sufTer for the crimes commit-

ted in this life. To make men believe this is the greatest triumph

of Satan since his victory in Eden. For it not only fosters a

recklessness of moral evil, and destroys a most .salutary restrain-

ing influence, as well as a powerful motive to repentance, but it,

also, kills, so to speak, the intellect, by deadening its reasoning

faculties, and thus unfitting it for the reception of supernatural

truth. The seed takes root and flourishes only in good soil ; a

mind that reasons aright is tlio good soil in which alone the seed



of Kailli will pi'ijdiiei' I'niil iiiilo otmiul lit'i'. Tin' iiitcHiijuiici'

which is SI) iliirki'ni'<1 l)y sci|j|iistrii's. nr cDi-iuptc'il by ii love r)!'

ph'iisiin's, as to si'i> iid cijiitr.ailii-tioii in iissijrMiii^f thr sunn- lot to

the iicil)ly virtUDUs. iiml the di'f^niiiiil slavi^ of vice, is not niurcly

thorny, or rocky, it is hopelessly harren soil. 'I'his cxphiins

whv the cviih'iK.'i's ol' Hcvcl.'ition, so hnninons in licinsclvi-s,

iimke no iiiiprossloii on so Tnniiy. 'I'hiy ilo not reason. With

nil the pretention to su]ierior kno\vl('(l};e. with all the ]ionilerons

platitndes in l^uarterlies, and the delirious declamations in the

Press and on Platforms about love of reason, the hard irreversit)le

fact is, they do not reason. In |iast aj^es .Satan jjained many

victories tlirougli the passions of men; in our day he seeks to

• lominate their intellects. Considerinjr the extent of disbelief

in his personality, and in eternal punishment, his success has

been very marked.

What the voice of Nature proelainied in all ages, and anion^

all Nations, viz., that there was a spirit of evil, an enemy of

mankind, who could exercise a certain malign influence over the

unwury, that, the word of (Iwl eontirmed. Slmllow unbelievers

win senseless applause from shallower crowds by declaiming

against the absurdity of a spirit with tail and horns, and armed

with a pitch fork, or shovel, and complacently imagine they have

proved the non-existence of a pei-sonal devil. What the Catho-

lic Church teaches is that the devil is a person, that is an

individual being endowed with intelligence and will, and can

act on us through suggestion, and temptations of various kinds.

He is a spirit : hence he has no body, though he may, God per-

mitting, assume a visible form, just as we read of the angels

appearing to the Patriarchs. We nmst always bear in mind

that visibility is not an es.sential c|uality of personality. Ho
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Miucl. i« .s«i,| .,,,,1 wiitt..,, uboi.t the- |, „r hu„mn s„„„..stio,.
..necai, roadi •• un.|.-rN(.m.| timt tlir ,|. .1, wl„. was rivuio^l i„
an or<lo.- sup, lo o.ii-s, can .'XiTCMNe thin ,,ow.r i„ a -.-at.T
deK,-.,., I.nt nov.r t,. theoxtont of .l.-stroyii.^onr In.v will" T,us
beli..f, t„„n. or le,s ,li«to.t...l it. popular t»l,.-, aiwl ov.ivlai.j with
port.c Hctions. yet unvaryii.j.- in its fcntral idea, is foui..l i„ the
rehjjions of all priinit.ve peoples such as the Kjryptians Assyr-
lans, ChaMeaus and Hebrews, as wll as in that of the (Jreeks
an.l Honmns, an.l is clearly traceable to one ori-inal source
Ihe story of the temptation and fall of i.ur (irsl l.trenls in Kden
(Gen. Ill) was handed down from .sire to son, and with it some
of tho.Mlused loiowled^'e ref^ardiuK the -supernatural possessed
by Adam and Kve. The Sacred Scriptures leave no doubt of
the existence of an evil spirit, ever the enemy of the human
race. In the books of the Old Testament he is spoken of as
"the ene.ny," "the adversary" (Satan): and in the Hrst and
Jiecond chapters of the Book of Job we are given an insight of
his character as the malicious tempter of the virtuous In the
third chapter of Zachary we see him as the accuser of ^hose
whom he haa duped, to prevent, if possible, their repentance
And the Book of Wisdom t^Usus that " God created man incor-
niptible. and to the image of His own likeness He made him.
But by the envy of the devil death came into the world."—
(II, 23, 24.) To this sacred writer the Kail in Eden of our First
Parents, with death as one of its o.nse,,ucnces, wa.i no myth or
poetic legend, but a .sad historic fact. The existence of the ;.jvil
as a being endowed with intelligence and will, his enmity to
mankind, and his power to injure, can be proved from various
passages of the Old Testament.

In the fuller Revelation of the (Sospel Dispensation we find



lli<! It.vil iK-iiipyii,;; ii pliioe swoml only to timt of th.^ Rflofiner
in till- ;;ii.,it .lioiiia of tlic Full, mid the Kt.storatioii, of the Iminan
lacv It wns to .lontmy tlir works of tlie cjovil tlmt tlic Son
of (;„<! ,ip|..aii>.l. •(! -IoImi m.H). Onr I^.itl Hiiimolf g\vm
tixtit.iony to the fact that the devil eiide.ivourH to frusTrate
111" work. Kxplainiiif; the panible of the muii who Howed
jjood Meed, over which lii« enemy sowed cockle, He said—
"He th.it Howrth jfoixl Heed, m the Sou of iniiM, und the
Held i.s th. world, ,ii,d the Kood .-eed are the children of
We kinRdoiii. and the eix-kle are the ehildren of the wicked
one. And the eiieniy that sowed tliein i,M the devil. —(Luke X,
37. 38, 39). In the eighth chapterof .St John, He HetN before ua
with startlinjr distiiictnciw the inalicioii« opposition of Satan, to
his doctrine, which would make men free, and clearly indicat«»
that the battle was between Himself, who cume from the Father
of truth and light, and the devil who was ' a murderer from tha
beginning, anil he abode not iu the truth : because truth is not
in him.—(Ver. 44). This spirit of evil whom our Lord saw
"falling like lightning from Heaven" (Luke X, 18) ere the crea-
tion of man, is identified by St. John as the "great dragon, th*
old serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, who seduceth the
whole world."- (Apoc. XII, 9). And in his Gaspel this sam*
Apostle tells us that the devil put it Into he heart of Judas to
betray his I^.id and Master.—(XIII, 2). With the death of th*
Lord on tlie Cross the devil thought his victory complete; but
it was that very event which broke his tremendous power ov«r
mankind, and opened the way for the Restoration. The devil
may. indeed, still win minor victories over individuals, and com-
nmiiities, and perhaps kingdoms ; but never again can he enslav*
the human nice. Yet, is he .still intent on doing evil, nor wUl

I
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he cvor ceftse tiin ixcrtions to draw soiils from ( iml, mijiI IViistriito,

in as imicli n.s hu can, thn woi-k of (iod's Chiinli. Il(> In miinjr

around wckiriK <" <Icceiv« the iiit«lli;;ciiri>, to iiitlmiio tin- pns-

•ions. to iiiisdirfpt the will. That h.' is rmnotii.il pirsonal Iviti;;,

eapablc of Join;; all thiH, the t.Hrliin;;s of Holy Sr, ipliiro, and.
in an especial manner, our Ix^rd'a words, leave im po»«ibilitv of
doubt. That he is doinj: tlii.s in our own <lay we hav.' abundant
proof. If we leave out his insi.lious and inali;;n influence on the
minds of men, how can we explain the opposition, frecjuentlv tl>e

fierce dislike, not to say Imt.ed, of nmriy jrood citizens ami kind
ncijjhboiirs, to some work of the Inchest charity, to the (iospul

of Christ, to the toachinc of llelij;ion in the sclir il. or to tins

recognition of tiod's law in political life We cii ot think all

such men are consciously wicked. They have .leen, however,
and are, unwary

;
hence they have b i misled by the catc'

crys, and sophistries of desi};ning ones who are of " their fathi

'

the devil." In the rush of niorlern life few men reflect, fitwcr

rea.son out conclusions from well-deKned premises. The .'reat

majority form no opinions of their own. They accept them
ready made from the newspaper, or m.ijjazine, or lodj;e ro'.iti.

This condition of mind makes it comparatively easy for the devil

to exercise a subtle influence ajjainst good through many other-
wise worthy men, and to achieve his great modern triumpl, of
hoodwinking them as to his existence. Let such as these remem-
ber that our Lord explicitly taught the reality of a personal
devil, and that He said :—" He that is of God heareth the word
of God. Therefore, you hear them not, because vou are not of
God."—(John VIM, 47).

This spirit of evil, this malignant opposer of .leaus Chri.st

and His work, cannot be supposed to dwell in the presence of



God or to enjoy any of the glories of H
'"^' (Luke X. 18) ChriHt Su, f , f
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were thrown dow„
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««d the devil

; so we ha In
"•^'''•''' ^^''"«'' °">- Lord

b^'weon good and Iw t
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'°"°^^-^- ^'^e wa;

t*^;- ''- .nan. X„ „„. ca^Te'l't ^'r,,:'"
^""^ °"'^ ^^'^

Eith<.r wf are with Christ nh. . ",' "«" uneeasinjr fi,,ht

"<" under His bannct Vl, ^'"^r''
'"'""'*? "'". <- «'e are

i". a'oof, and not activel^r,,Jj-' ''"'
H' •-^-Pb- stand

-' He tha^ is not with 1T " ™' °'"' ^"''^ ''«« «"id :

-' -t with „.e, seat;:!::';:;.!^;Erx^r zt ";- '" ^^'""-
t"en, "children of God" „r • . m '

^^- ^ " •'™ «'her,
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v.r ue
:

whilst «ou,e umy sorve God for a ti,„e, and fall a«.n- .,-e

^d the full use of reason. B..t not only is it appointed unto

ortlL f ,

7"' ""'' °°' ''"'^ ''"
^ " f"'"™ lifero,nains

fo, the followers as well as for the leaders, and consequently for

elt I rr^ " " ''•'"
''•"' ''"^""^ "^'•'"-'^ »"'-- '•"'^t'-ae.nal lot of these t«o classes will be, or should be the san.e '

A
1
had .,.ee wn. all had the power to pray: all had the i^ht
e s n. Wh, st we do not know the depths of the wisdom

-> '1 the power of God, and whilst we cannot explain His coun-
sels, nor understand their .secrets, yet this n,uch we know -He
.« mhn.tely good, merciful and just : He created all for Heavenand wdlsal men to be saved, and gives to all sufficient grace'
.
et many through a misuse of their free will will he lost foreverI" l.fe they made theirchoice

: they lived according to the flesh'uot Hccordrng to the spirit of Christ
; they refu.sed to bow to H,ssweet yoke, or to listen to the teachings of His Church. Before

l.e.,udgn.ent seat they are not so nn.ch conden.ned bvthejud.e
a^ by the.r own cho.ce in life. If this were better "understoodnen would have fewer difficulties in recognising that the futur
lot o the w.eked must be hell, as that of the Just «^ Heaven.

7 ["^y" (^••"«1' understands by hell a place where tho.seho d,e m he service of the devil are eternally punished withh.m. Apart trom ,ts ""ending duration, and everlastin,. banish-

«.ty cf that pu„,sl„nent. In our present state the human n.indcan form no adequate conception of the .joys of Heaven, for "eyeLath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the
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bfyKui J^aziiniN, Ho is >'i\iitir ^r i,; f -i-II,- .
n""i)i I'lii' 01 Ins fiiini uir mstnietinns
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wardl,. appear to u,en beau if. 1 "f^'^'':P"''='-« -hich out-

•"«"•« bones, and of all t,M

""'"" "'''^ ^"" "^ -^^ad

ee-SHfulscoundrXlv
>

*''*'""^*''' ^M-^'t- XXIII, 07, ,„^.

e-ape their ^ot ^^l^^^ 'u ^ '
"^

^''^
"
'*" "° "'™<1-

''o>naseofadecoiv,.I V \
'"' '"^'"'""^- '""^ '•«<=«ive the

P'--dence
: L eZ!^: st,;:::^ '"7 't'

" '""''' '^"^'^

""d after this we shall he f 7 T ,

""' '"''" ''f "°">i"ff ^

"'• our nostrils is st ^ j
" ""' '"'' ""' b^"

^ ^^ "- '-oath

"•'-h bein, p„t out our irSr^^ '" '"°" °"^ "^-'
^'^all be poured abroad as soft vir J ,

" "1?' '""' ""'' ^P'"'

"« the trace of a cloud L li V T °"'' '''''' '*'"'"
P''"'-^ "^^"y

".2,3, Hovvaecr-tlAr^L^^^^^ (Wi'

^-eaohin,of„.oder„LerS^':-—-^-
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ZetlZt'''""''"''^"'
'''''' pl.ilo,so,,l„o ...,.., topa«, for

m the past, as ,„ our day. u„,] ,n„„y ca.ne to beli«vo that the

outt tr; 1-
"""""f • """ " '"" -"•« -'---. «"-tt

1 "o he h":
."""/'"" '" ^-^p""-''' ""-"- «'"'-

deahnjis w>th our race justified. Our W,l ,l.-scrib..s how „1|

seat ol Hks Majesty: and all nations shall be ;,mthen.,I together

tlJ'^J
;";"' "^' ^•""' -P--'^'«^'-."--''Von.anot::r

on„ '^
. ,,

««P'"'i"o" Of good from bad is made Onone s.de shall stand those who have kept the word of LlFa.th and works; on the other the wilfully s^nl , T
side a sentence shall be addressed bv le i

" '

"upon the seat of His Maie tv" T f. >
"•^" ""'""'

sav • P., , ,

^"J'-^'y- ^« f'ose on the right Ho shallsay- tome ye blessed of My Father, possess the ktn.dom prer e rii :: f ^°-"-'"" °f "- wond.- To-tho;':;

wllr P °"' -^''' ^" •="™'^' i"t" cverlastin., firew „ch was prepa,-ed for the devil and his angels." To 1 h 'ndan of n., „r the other, of these sentence.s'shall be ddr^rd

mercy ofoir'^T ''° -'PP''''"' "° ''"P" "^ •-'--«mercy ot God superabounds during life- a readv „,.I
accorded to the repentant

:
the blaekt.t g ,ilt is fo . K.ent°d"t,''foulest .soul e.ean,sed, when the sinner tur^ns to G d ":

, ::t

t

bl and eontnte heart, and ...kes use of the n.eans i Jdfor h.s sanct,hcat,on. But with death the h^ur of mer e^



i

t.1

tl... tirn,. of p.-„l,Hti„i, nn.I free choice Ih „ast th. . . .

selected whilst hwo .hat tho • ;„.^ .
' •., '""' '"' ''"*'«

.(1,. ..

su King to wwin us rom our fnlli,O -sons o. n.e„, how long will ye be dull of heart
'

w^v«lo you love vanity „nd seek after lyingZ-i I'sl. IV, 3,
^

Vos^with ,,11 our lou.l talk about our love for truth th„ «

Hearch. then, an honest one? T« iU
.'"^'™"' Is their

•>e.ief« a rational, orTLr„ed o er-SuX:: ^'^^''tto not believe, and the ever-vigilant ten,;::!:;'
tli'lTJiCilt
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'"""•"'-nt. They „ ..y «dn U 1.
1**^.! ""

''"'^"''' '" '-'«'•'-'

»"-..r, but they «,„ p'.J^i
'^' ^''': «-«' -d .'00.J will live

He Hays:-.. And „,,,„ ,j,,^.^ , ';''^'"f^""«
«"•". for

Pu..i«hn,ent
; but the jun ill f,

" t *-" '"'"
"^"-"'"•^""f^'

"f the fonner is „« endur n'"l" 1 r"^'"^" '^'he suHerin,:

But that p„„i«hn,ent wj. toT i^ , f'"""
'"' ''" '""- (4«)-

'he world " for man Ml "1 '^^'''"'^ ^'°"' "'" '"""Nation of

of grace and op^rt^s „"
, at 'r'"'""'"'

-""^ ""--
That «ome willT in thuljlT,,'"''" "T

"°'^™"«'^ "'^-'o-
«H.m for doubt

; how Inv^f , .t
'""'^' "^ ^^"'" '«»^-« no

- general te„„'
, da^'^^;,"*^ ^^ '^^^^ ^^ "o one. except

'

g«a«l .gainst the pemic^s erm^ ^.u',
''°''''''' "^ "^ ol

of -spirit of evil trrinTd °
,

"' '" ''' «^«'«-
place of eternal pu„ishn.en fo th^w cTed ";,

'°T "'"' "^ "
"s," m the worxls of a great and hi

''^'"' ''«''''' " I*t
ly to hell whilst living'^hltTs bvL"'"'-"

"''^'^^"^ ^—''-

-ay not be condemned to it whe^^^" ^^' °" '> - "•»' we

Grace and peace be with you all, dear BrethrenBy virtue of faculties received from the Hn. «the sa. e dispensations in the Lenten LV ^ll ""' '"^ ^"'
year. The Rules, therefore will be Ir

""^""^""^ "^ '-'
exhort the Faithful to compen^l this .T" ^« ^^-e^tly

-- by alms and .oodUta^Ct^^:- ^n^dX
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TIiiH Piistoral Letter sluill y i
•

"iocene, on the first ",.Ll f.

'" """'^' ^^'""^^ '"' "'"

Hhall officiate there-

;'•
' "^ "'""""" '""' ""' »--'-

J- B. MoRURTY.

/•m Sec.

Halifax, Feb. lUh. 1902.

* C. O'BRIEN,
An-hhinhnp of Halijar.




