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THE CRUPIFIXION."
@.

-

A Meditation on the Sacred Pas$ion of the Holy Redeemer

-BY-

SIR JOHN STAIN ER,

-ON-

Thursday, March I5th, 1894, and (Jpod Friday, March 23rd, 1894,
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STAINER'S "CRUCIFIXION.
f9

KicciT.—"AND Tlli:V CAMK TO A I'KACK

NAMKU CKTIISKMANE."

And they caniL- to a placL' naiLL-d (Jethseinanc, ami

Jesus saith to His disciples: Sit yc here wliile I shall

pray.

soio. -Till'; A(;(jny.

Could ye not watch with me one brief ho . ?

Could ye not pity my sorest neeil ?

Ah I if ye sleep while the lempests lower,

Surely, my friends, 1 am alor.e indeed.

CHORUS.

Jesu, Lord Jesu, boweil in hitter anj^uish, and hearini^

all the evil we have done.

Oh, t-.-ach us, teach us how to love Thee for Thy lo\c ;

Help u^ to pray, and watch and mourn with Thee.

SOLO.

Could ye not watch with Me one brief hour?
1 )id ye not say upon Kedron's slope.

Ye would not fall into ilic Tempter's |)ower ?

Did ye not murnuir threat words of hope ?

Chorus- Jesu, Lord Jesu, etc.

SOLO.

Could ye not watch with Me ? even so :

Willing in heart, but the flesh is vain.

Hack to .Mine a};ony I nnist j^o.

Lonely to pray in bitterest pain.

RECITATIVK.

And they laid their hands on Him, and took Him, and

led Him away, to the hiijh jiriesi, and the high priest

askeil Him and said unto Him, .Art Thou the Christ, the

Son of the lilessed ? Jesus said, I ;'Ui : and \e shall see

the .Son of man silting on the right hand of power, and

coming in the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest

rent his clothes and saith : Whiit need we any further

witnesses? \'e have heard the iilasphemy. And they

all condemneil Him to be guilty of death. .\nd they

bound Jesus and car.ied Him av\:;y, and delivered Him
to Pilate. And I'ilale, willing to content the people,

released ISaiabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when
he had scourged Him, to be crucilied .\nd the soldiers

led Him away.

PROCESSIONAL TO CALVARY.

CHORUS.

Fling wide the gates ! for the Saviour wails-

To tread in His Royal way :

He has come from above in His power and love,

To die on this Passion day.

His Cross is the .sign of a love divine.

His crown is the thorn-wreath of woe.

He bears His load on the sorrowful road,

.And bends 'neath the burden low.

Fling widi- the gates I for the .Saviour waits

To tread in His Royal way.

He has come from above in His powir and love

To die on this Passion day.

SOLO.

How sweet is the grace of His sacred Face,

,\nd lovely beyond conipaie,

Though weary and worn, with the merciless scorn

Of a worM He has come to spare.

The burden of wrong that earth bears along.

Past evil and evil to be,

.Ml sins of man since the world began

They are laid, dear Lord, on Thee.

CHORU.S.

Then on to the end, my God and my Friend,

With Thy banner lifted high !

Thou art come from above, in Thy jniwer and love,

To endure and suffer and die.

Ming wide the gates I the Saviour waits,

Then on to the end, my Cod and my I'riend, to sutler,

endure and die.

Recit.-"ANH when THEY WERE COME."

:\nd when they were come to the place called Calvary,

there they crucified Him, and the malefactors, oneim the

right, and the other on the left.

THE MY.STERY OF THE DIVINE
HUMILIATION.

To be sung hy tlw Coiigr,;i;alioii and C/ioir, all sUvuiing.

Cross of Jesus, Cross of .Sorrow,

Wherethe blood of Christ was shed.

Perfect man on thee was tortured,

Perfect God on thee has bled.

Here the King of all the ages.

Throned in light ere worlds could be,

Robed in mortal flesh is dying,

Crucilied by sm for me.

O mysterious condescending !

O abandonment sublime I

Very God Hiuiself is bearing

All the sulTerings of lime !

Evermore for human failure

Hy His Passion wj can plead ;

(jod has borne all mortal anguish.

Surely He will know t)ur need.

This—all human thought surpassing—

This is earth's most awful hour,

tiod has taken mortal weakress 1

God has laid aside His power I

Once the Lord of brilliant seraphs.

Winged with Love to do His Wdl,

Now the scorn of all His creatures.

And the aim of every ill.

Up in Heaven, sublimest glory

Circled round Him from the first ;

lUit the earth finds none to serve Him,
None to cjuciich His raging thirst.



STAINER'S "CRUCIFIXION."

will) shall fathom that dt'scending,

l''r()in the raiiilx ' circled throne,

Down to earth's niost base profaninj;,

l)yinjj desolate alone.

From the "Holy, Holy, Holy,
We adore Thee, <) most High,"'

Down to earth's l)!asi)heniinf; voices

And the shout of "Crucify."

Cross of jesus. Cross of Sorrow.
Where the hlood of Christ was shed,

I'erfect man on thee was tortured,

I'erfecl Cixl on thee has bled !

Kf,<;it. -"UK MADK IIIMSKL!' OF NO
RFrUTATION."

lie made himself of no reputation, and took upon Him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of

men; and beinj; found in fashion as a man, He hum-
bled hiti'self, and became obedient unto ileath, even the

death of the cross.

.Sold. THF: NrAIFlSTV OF THF DIVINF,
huShliatk^n.

Kinj; ever glorious ! King ever glorious !

The dews of di:i'h are gathering round Thee,
Upon the Cro.ss Thy foes have bound Thee,

Thy strength is gone.

Not in Thy >[ajesly,

Kolieti in Heaven".-. >upremest splendour;

Ikii in weakness and surrender

Thou i .ingest here.

Who can be like Thee?
I'ilale high in /.ion dwelling ?

Rome with arms the world c<jmpelling ?

I'roud tho' they be !

Thou ait sublime.

I'ar more awful in Thy weakness.

More than kingly in thy meekness.

Thou .Son of (iod. Thou Son of (iod.

(ilory and honour ;

Let the world divide and take them ;

(!row!i its monarchs and unmake them,

I>ut thou wilt reign.

Here in a basement, crownless, pour, disrobed and bleeding

There, in glory interceding,

Thou art die King !

Rk.ch. - "AND AS MOSES LIFTED UP THE
SERI'ENT."

And r ; .Moses lifted n\t the serpent in the wilderness,

even so t.uist the .Son of .Man be lifted up: thai who-
soever believeth in Him, should nt)t perish, but have

everlasting life.

(^UAKTF.iTK.—"COD SO LOVED THE WORLD."

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten

Son, that whoso believeth in Him should not perish, but

have everlasting life. For Cod sent not His Son into the

v,(jrld to condemn the world; Hut that the world through

Him might be saved.

LIT.\NV OF THE PASSION.

To fie Slim; by the Coiii;re»ation ami Choir, all kneeliiif;.

Holy I jsu, be Thy Passion,

By the woes which none can share,

I'oriie in more than kingly fashion,

Hy Thy love beyond compare :

' Crucitied, I turn to Thee,

Son of Mary, plead for me.

liy the treachery and trial.

My the blows anil sore distress,

My desertion and denial,

P.y Thine awful loneliness :

OiK'ilied, I turn to Thee,

Son of .Mary, plead for me.

liy Thy look so swejt and lowly.

While they smote Thee on the l-'ace,

i'.y Thy jiaiieiice, calm and holy.

In the midst of keen disgrace :

("ruciticd, I turn to Thee,

Son of .'^lary, plead for me.

I!y the hour of condeinnatiop,

liy the blood which trickled down,

Wlien for us and our salvation.

Thou dids't wear the robe and crown :

( rucilied, I turn to Thee,

Son of Mary, plead for me.

liy tlie |iaih of sorrows dreary

l!v the Cross, Thy dreadful load,

liy the pain, when, laint and weary.

Thou uiiist sink upon the mail :

("rucilied, I turn to Thee,

Son of Mary, plead for me.

Hy the Spirit which could render

Love for hate and good for ill,

liy the iv.ercy sweet and lender.

Poured upon thy murderers still ;

Crucilied. I turn t(j Thee,

Son of Mary, |)le,ad for me.

Up,ri — "lESl.'S S.AH), FATHER FORC.IVE
THE.M."

Jesus said, " Father, forgive them, for they know not

what ihey d"."

Dinvi. "SO THOU LIFTEST THY DIVINE
PETITION."

So Thou liflest Thv Divine petition.

Pierc"d with cruel anguish through and through ;

S'. thou grievesl o'er our lost condition.

Pleading, " .\h, they know not what they do."

Oh 1 'twas love, in love's divinest feature.

Passing o'er that dark and murd'rous blot.

Finding eV-n ft)r each low fallen creature,

Tho' ihev Slav Thee, one redeeming spot.

Yea ! and still thy patient Heart is yearning

With a h'Ve th.it mortal scarce can bear.

Thou in piiy, deep, divine and burning

Liftest e'en for me Thy mighty jirayer.

So thou pleadest, e'en for my transgression,

Hidding me look up, and trust, and live;

So Thou murmuri-st Thine intercession,

Hidding me look up, and trust, and live;

So Thou pleadt'sl.

Yea, he knew not, for my sake forgive.

THE MYSTERY OF INTERCF.SSION.

To he s/iiix hy th, i 'holr him' I oiixregalioii, all s/aiiiliiii;.

lesus, the Crucitied, pleads for me.

While he is nailed to the shameful tree.

Scorned and forsaken, derided and curst.

See how His enemies do their worst !

I

Yet, in the midst of the torture and shame,

I

lesus, the Crucilied, breathes my name !

I

"Wonder of Wonders, oh I how can it be ?

I lesus, the Criuilied, jileads for me !
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F-<iril, I have U-fl Tlicc, I hnw di'nifd,

l''iilli)WL-il llie world in my selfish pride
;

Lord, I liiive joined in the lintefid cry,

Sl.iy Him, nwny with lliin, criicify.

Lord, I have done ii, oh I ask ine not how ;

Woven (he thorns of Thv toriiired Mrow !

\'et in his |)ity, so liomidl-ss and free,

jesus, the C.'riicitied, pleads for me I

Thoujjh thou has left Me .md wandered away,
Choseti tile darkness instead of the day ;

Though thou art covereil with many a stain.

Tiiough thou hast wound.-d Me oft and a^ain,

Though tliou hast followed thy wayward will.

Yet, in My pity, I love tine still ;

Wonder of woi Icrs it ever must l:e !

Jesus, the Crucified, pleads for me.

Jesus is dyin^ in atjoiiy sore,

Jesus is sufTering more aii<l more,
Jesus is h.iwed with the weight of His woe,
Jesus is faint with each Mtier throe,

Jesus is liearing it all in my stead,

Pity Incarnate for me has hied ;

Wonder o( wonders it ever must he !

Jesus, the Crucified, p'eads for me.

Recit.—"AND ONE OF THE MALKK.\(.TOKS."'

And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed

on Him, saying: "If thou he the Christ save thyself and
us." Mut, the other answering, rebuked him, saying:
" Dost not thou fear (lod seeing thou art in the same
condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive

the due reward of our deeds : hut this man hath done
nothing amiss. " And he saiti unto Jesus: "Lord, re-

meniher me when Thou contest into Thy Kingdom."
And Jesus said unto him :

" Verily, I siiy to thee, to-day
shall thou ho with Me in i'aradise."

THE ADOUATION OK THE CRUCIITED.

7(7 A f-V'/i' fy the Choir and Coiit;rcgation, all slanciinj^.

I adore Thee, I adore Thee !

Gl(>rious ere the world heg.m
;

Vet niore wonderful Thou shinest.

Though divine, yet still divinest

In Thy dying love for man.

I adore Thee, I adore Thee !

Thankful at Thy feet to he ;

I have heard Thy acceiit thrilling,

Lo ! I come, for Thou art willing

Mc u/ pardon, even me.

I adore Thee, I adore Thee,
Horn of woman, yet divine :

Stained with sins I kneel before Thee,
Sweetest Jcsu, I emplore Thee,
Make me ever only Thine.

Rkcit.—" WHEN JESUS THEREFORE SAW
HIS MOTHER."

When Jesus therefore saw His Mother and the ilis-

ciple standing by, whom He loved; He saith unto His
Mother :

" Woman ! behold thy son." Then saith He
to the disciple : Behold thy mother !"

There was darkness over all the earth. And at the

ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, "My
God ! .My God ! why hast Thou forsaken me."

RixiT.—IS IT NOTHING TO VOU.

Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? Behold, and
see if there be any sorrow like unto My sorrow, which is

don'' unto Me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted Me in

the day of His fierce anger.

THE APPEAL OF THE CRUCIFIED.

From the 'I'hrone of His ("ross, the King of grief

(Jries out to a world of unbelief :

Oh ! men and women, afar and nigh.

Is it nothing to you, all ye that i>'\ss by 1

I laid my eternal power aside,

I came from the Home of the Glorified,

A babe in the lowly cave to lie.

Is il nothing to you all ye that pass by ?

I wept for the sorrows and pains of men,
I healed them and helped tiiem and Ii>ved them, hut

then, but then.

They shouted against me, ' Crucify ! Crucify."

Is it nothing to you ?

Behold .Me and see : pierced thro" and thro' with

countless sorntws, and all is for you ;

For you I suffer, for you I die.

Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?
(Jh men and women, your deeds of shame,
N'our sins without reason and number and name,
I bear them all on the Cross on higl

Is it nothing to you that I bow my head ?

And nothing to you that My Blood is shed?
Oh ! perishing souls, to you I cry.

Is it nothing t<i )>/u ?

O come u ito Me, by the woes I have borne.

By the dr-.idful scourge, and the crown of thorns

By these I im|)lore you to hear .My cry.

Is it nothing to you ?

O come unto Me, this awful price.

Redemption's tremendous sacrifice,

Is paid for you.

Oh ! why will ye die ?

O come unto Me, for why will ye die ?

Recit. and Chorus.—"AFTER THLS, JESUS
KNOWING THAT ALL THINGS WERE

NOW ACCOMPLISHED."

After this, Jesus knowing that all thipt's were now
accomplished, saith; "I thirst." When esus had re-

ceived the vinegar. He saith :
" It is finisned ! Father,

into Thy hands I commend My spirit," and He bowed
His head and gave up the ghost.

FOR THE LOVE OF JESU.S.

To he suiif^ by the Chotr and Congre^s;ation, all standins^.

All for Jesus—all for Jesus,

This our song shall ever he ;

For we have no hope, nor Saviour,

If we have not hope in Thee.

AH for Je.sus—Thou wilt give us

Strength to serve Thee liour by hour ;

None can move us from Thy presence.

While we trust Thy love and power.

All for Jesus—at Thine altar

Thou wilt give us sweet content ;

There dear Lord, we shall receive Thee
In the solemn s.icrament.

All for Jesus—thou hast loved us

;

All for Jesus—Thou has died
;

All for Jesus—Thou art with us ;

All for Jesus Crucified.

All for Jesus—all for Jesus,

This the Church's song must be
;

Till at last, her sons are gathered
One in love and one in Thee.

—

Amen.




