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THE DEFEAT.

Long before the business of the:

House had commenced, on Tues-
day last, the galleries were filled
to such an extent that standing room
was scarcely to be had. The wmem-
bers of the Government had already
taken their seats, when silently, one
by one, with the stealthy tread of a
band of avenging scalp-huaters, the

counts Report:” ¢ Oh for a tongue to
"curse the slaves whose treasoun, like a
deadly blight, comes o’er the councils
“of the brave, and blasts them in their
hour of might.” He then settled
back in his chair, and dosed oft into
asort of semi-conscions france, from
which he was only aroused some three
hours after by the sclemn words of
(the Chairman, ‘““are you ieady for
“the question?” The dreaded mo-
cment had  arvived. The ¢ three
tGraces ¢ from the bunch grass coun-

Opposition filed in and glided noise- : try who, up to this time, had sat mute
lessly to their respective desks. An)and silent, coyishly twisting the cor-
“ominous siléfice, like the calm before  1¢rs of their moustaches, “prepared

the dreaded storm, pervaded the
House. The honorable leader of the
Government, assuming an air of stoi-
cal indifference, sat pouring over the
pages of the last novel—*No Chance,™
—and occasionally casting furtive
glances at the ungainly flgure which
loomed up, in the seat opposite, as’
the leader of the Opposition. The
Chief (ommissioner with his arms
folded across his breast, his eyes’
turned towards the crowded galleries,
seemed busily employed in taking a
careful inventory of the differeat
styles of hats mnow in fashion.-
The Hon. Provincial Secretary, with
one leg resting over the knee of the’

their right arms for the upright move-
ment. The Owr, which had taken
its perch on the grand chandelier, in
the centre of the House. uttered an
almost inaudible ¢ hoot,™ and spread-
ing its wings, swooped down over the
Treasury Benches, and reached a
place of safety behind the canopy
with the Speaker.  There, in perfect
security, t&)ose two most important
members of this community, listened
breathlessly to the Clerk as he ai-
nounced the result of the vote which
sent the second Miuistry, under the
form of Responsible Government in
British Columbia *“ to the right about
face.” The Government is defeated,
and whatever difference of opinion
may exist as regards their general

other, was carefully burnishing four policy, and although we claim for our-
years’ rust from the blade of a small | selves the position of independence
lancet, by rubbing it over the toe of  in polities, yet we cannot refrain from
his boot. The Minister of Finance|expressing our regret—and we be-
and Agriculture, after vainly endeav-lieve it to be the echo of the majority
oring to obtain a look of encourage-: of the people of this Province—that
ment from his two colleagues from'that Government which has fought
the ¢ City of Stumps,” picked up the battles of the country—not wisely
his pen and wrote the following lines |

gerhaps——but too well, is now num-
on the fly-leaf of the ‘“Public Ac~' ered with the things of the past. -



s

THE NEW MINISTRY.

After the defeat of the late Admin-
istration, His Honor the Lieutenant
Governor, no doubt in the exercise
of his wisdom, called upon the chief
editor of the OwL to form a new Min-
istry.

Having given the provosition ample
consideration, and doubtless under
some inspiration, we accepted the
oncrous Litsk, and after mature reflece-
tion, the outline of a policy dawned
on our imagination, that is in itself at
once unique and original, and in its
results will be far-vreaching and most
beneficial to our Province.

We are not permitted by our col-
leagues to give move than a synopsis
of the scheme till after its full matu-
vity, but it will be no breach of Min-
istevial etiquette to give a faint ont-|
line of it.

Our finaneial poliey is so construet-
ed tha. our vaults can only be com-
pared to a *honanza™ for all future
time; and particuiar care shall be!
taken that not only shall we refuse to
accept any future payments, eitheras
loaus or on account of subsidy. from
Canada; but we will have no diffienlty
in offering her sufficient money to
construct the railway from ocean to:
ocean, on terms and at a of inter-.
est that would send the Governor of |
the Bank of England insane. ,

Our own public wurks will be on a.
seale that can ouly be expressed as
colossal.  The harbor of Vietoria
shall no longer labour under the stig-
ma of a herring pond. We intend to:
amalgamate it with that of Esquimalt, ,
close up the entrance to the latter,
widen the whole so as to give it o uni-
formity of two miles and a half by
seventeet.

In our fertile brain we project a|
succession of wharves the whole:
length, with warehouses, where in a|
few short years ships of every flag
will be unloading the wealth of the]
world. .

To, as far as possible, anticipate
the glorious resuls of our railway,
and ; with this special purpose in
view having ereated a portfolio under
the Hon. Mr. Trumphreys, we have
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srojected a daily line of balloons from

ictoria to Halifax, so thatat all times,
and under all circumstances we will
actually hold the key to practicalCon-
federation.

Ouvr Ministry shall consist of
eighteen with portfolios, and the
leader of the Government.

Qurself (whose income from jour-
nalism is sufficient for all our wants,)
without a salary. The salaries pro-
posed to be paid to Ministers will be
estimated by the amount of work they
have capacily to perform. Keeping in
view at the same time the undoubted
suceess of our financial scheme.

We have much pleasure in announc-
ing that the following gentlemen have
consented to form part of our Cabinet
and they have graciously accepted the
various portfolios set opposite their
names:—

Mz. May--Chief Inspector of Clam Beds.
Salary. $1%,735 373 per annum, with the privi-
lepe of nanofactaring lime out of the shells, for
railwey purposes.

Tur Brle Guy or ArnroNg-—Ambassador to
Pramsnay, the eoldest and bleakest purt of Ire-

Ylad. Salary, $20,761, with one keg of Enais-

shoue, and two ereels of Lungiers per annuin,

Mx. Trumpnreys—Chi. f Comptroller of Po-
litienl Iydrogen. This being the most import-
ant officc, the salary will be commensurate with
the task of generating, and to be fixed after an
examination of the publie till.

Tue Rev. Mu. Disurr - Minister of Public
Worship und Grand Cheplain to the House.
Salary to be paid by MeKenzie.

Avrsrer McoForvow-ME - Minister of Edicen-
shun wnd Chief Dinlecticinn to the House. Sal-
ary, 815,376 48, and one new box (with a hole
in it, per annum.

Ma. Raney - Master of the Horse. Salary,
$16,831 50 per annmm, with hay, oats and lini-
ment.

Mz. Stickinsox- -Chief Weathercock, Salary,
€9,651 30 per annum. 4v the honorable gen-
tleman is likely to be much exposed to atmos-
pheric changes, an overcont and woollen com-
forter will also be allowed him.

Nepucuapyezer Waire—Immigration Agent
to Birkenhead. Salary $12,500 50, and travel-
ling exvenses.

Wt Frows ~ Chief Musician and Leader of
the Orchestra.  Salary, $7,000—and rosin.

W. A. Towery,—Chief Attitudinizer and Min-
ister of Deportment. As this office entails a
heavy outlay for personal embellishments, the
salary will be $26,301 25, paid weekly in ad-
vance, with combs and brushes free.

Mz. Tana--Chief Commissary and Purveyor
General, Salary, $12,160 12, and pic—, no; per-
quisites.

Mr. O'Kaxacax—Master of the Buck Hounds.
Salary, $14,380 62.

Mz. Lissurry — Colonel of Pemberton’s Reg-
ulars.  As this office requires no administrative

ability, there will be no salary attached.



Provrssor TmimpLerioGer, N.Y.H.M , N.Y. |
., Chief Medinun.  Salary,$148,761 50 per ses-
gion. The duties of this oflice will be to give
srances and practical illustrations of the fore,
of MarrER over Mixp. He will also do the “Da- i
venport trick'* on every close vote.

The gentlemen filling the above of-
fices are well known, and we feel as-
sured fully qualified ‘o condu ¢ them
with the requiisite dignity, but with the
four minor portfolios to complete our
Cabinet, viz., the Attorney General,
Chief Commissioner of Lands and
Works, Provineial Secretary, and Mi-
nister of Tinance, we must confess
we are ab a loss to find any one con-
descending enough to accept them
with the paltry $3,500 per annum. In
time, however, as our grand financial
scheme develops, we may be able to
fill them with hecoming dignity (in-
tellect is not wanted) from some of
our publie schools.

We may safely say that we come
before the public with a strong Min-
istry, but should we still require mnre
strength, we will give every member
in the House a portfolio—and gnietly
abscch the Opposition.

OBITUARY. i

‘Weare pained to state that one of
our pressmen, who it appears was,
engaged ina game of “ shinuy on the !
ice,” wus, on last Monday evening, |
packed home to us in a gunnie sack. !
\We have only the evidence of some
parbies acqueinted with the facts, that
the unshapely mass before usis all
that is left of the young man who but
a few hours before, and in the prime
and vigor of life, left our office with a
paiv of skates under his arm. In
consideration for the feelings of the
young man's relations—who were ail,
in one way or another, connected with
the press, and in order that no break
shall exist in our editorial staff, we
have decided to boil him down and
malke rollers of him.

I7 is proposed that the Indians ve-
ceive from the Indian Commissioner
all the land they require, i.e., two
feet by three and a half, ¢ nuf sed.”

Cowp TEa is good for this weather.

A S A A A e S A AN S N g ARAARAARAAAAAAA

THE OWL.

It has been hinted that the present
political crisis may aflect the future
prosperity of the Owr, We can as-
sure our readers that those hints are
groundless.  That the OWL shall con-
tinue to flourigh, though awhole army
of Blakes and Mackenzies were to
sweep over the Island, leaving naught
but n]fesolation in thelr track. and even
then, when some speculating photog-
rapher,--a Maynard or a Spencer,—
shall place his camera on a pile of
rusty steel rails, to ““take™ the sur-
rounding ruins, we shall be found in
the foreground of the pictnre, writing
an editorial for our next issue.

SUSPICIOUS.

On China New-Year's day, one of
our local veporters in seaveh of items
oun free Bourbon, strayed down Cor-
morant street, and saw a sight at once
suspicious and strange.

First, the Big Gun of Athlone in
close and familiar confab with a party
evidently genealogically descended
from the Biblical character of bull-
rash fame.

Next, the Hon. Tom, with some
other familiars, both parties evidently
interviewing the va~ious Celestial es-
tablishments.

The question naturally presented
itself to the mind of our unsophisti-
ated reporter—Whatare these “‘cuss-
es’ after? TFree Bourbou, or Celes-
tial moral support? Or what?

THE next direct steamer of the P.
M. 8. 8. Co.’s Iine will land at Al-
berni. Pussengers and freight have
the option of coming or being for-
warded to Victoria on foot, by rail-
way or by telegraph, as they choose.
The dangers of the sea, only, being
excepted.

Ovr Srtarr.—Thanks to Editor of
the Adelphi Bulletin for a full box
of *Teamsters” Regalias, Cormorant
make: they ended in smoke.

SrirrERY GROUND—-Douglas’ Swamp
. Y
—Some Trimble and some don’t.
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A PURE  EXTRACT OF .UJMI}-IH'l'R.\'J‘IVE]
ABILITY. ,
After w careful cousideration of thcl
whole of the (what now is) Govern-
ment party, we fail to perceive enough
of individual ability in any four of!
them to fill the various Portfolios.
Cousequently, we strongly press upon
the public the advisability  of hoiling
down the whole thirteen, together
(for secasoning) with Professor Thon-
tlerigaer, and then we doubt whether”
or not enough of the essence of sense
wonld be obtained for our purpose.

STTUATIONS WANTED.

Taur youths of established char-
acter, whe have lately been thrown
out of employment, are desirous of
obtaining situations: —salary chief ob-
jeet.

They are up to all the ins and outs
of political and other maneeavres.
To all the quirks and tuins of finance.

They ean interpolate legal and
other doctments, can constract (ol-
fer Dams, Dry Docks, Roads, Streets
wnd Bridges: can diagnose  discases,
aud phlebotomize the public gener-
ally.  Having xerved for a long period
in the smane establishment. they would
prefer emplovment where their com-
bined talent could be utilized.

Application to he made at onee to
Messrs., Traveler, Strongarm & Co.

For reference as to charvacter and
ability, apply to

Hox. T B. Heswrnreys, MLP.P.
W. Surmue, “
Wi, TFisner,
To the Bditor of Colonist.

[
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QUESTIONS TFOR THE SUPERINTENDENT
or BorearioxN --To e SrBMITreD
AT THE NEXT IEXAMINATION.

If it tales the Chief Commissioner
of Linds and Works three weeks to
mitke oa' a report, how long will it
tak  the Legislative Assembly to un-
derstand it?—Rev. TIk. Disnik.

If it takes a seared wolf two minates
and twenty seconds to run one mile
and ten chains, how long will it take
anIndian to outruu a steamboat
OwL.

vited
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JOSS HOURE.

The benighted reporter of the Col-
onitst gives, under the above heading,
w most gorgeous  description of what
he calls o ““Joss House situate on
Government street.”

Our great aim at all times s a joke,

cprovided it is a good one; but in the

present instance we fail to ““see the
point,” wd refuse to be a party in
gulling the confiding citizens of Vice-
torin in such a most outrageous man-

‘ner.

The facts of the case are these:

-mecting the said reporter on the street

one day, we mos  magnanimously in-
him to visit our establish-
ment, intimating that our Bourbon
was fivst-class, and our Cogniae three
star.

The gentleman, too luble to be in-
Hluenced by such most weighty argu-
ments, readily  consented to necept
our iuvitation.

After entering our outer sanctuary
tor precautionary measures) we blind-
folded our friend before conducting
hiw to our sanctum sanctorum, where

“we spent o pleasant hour.

Weneed not tell the public that the
beautiful Joss House, so graphivaily
deseribed, is only the conception of
his imaginative brain superinduced
by Bourbon and Three Star, and the
deities set up by him were our print-
er’s devil and two friends, laughing
at our innocent friend as he meander-

ted his way from owr office.

Prorre of British Columbia! do
not forget that the Hon. T. Hum-
phreys, in the debate resulting in the
defeat of the Government, asserted
““That he had no doubt but that sixty

i or seventy thousand dollars had been
_given to the people in the galleries,
. who were cheering the Government.”

Seventeen of our reporters who were
in the House at the time, have been
looking for Mr. Humphreys ever
since.

Lenters at the P. O. are delivered
a day or two after their arrival: they
will keep this weather.



