Techmcal and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculee

Cover title missing/
Le titre cie couverture mangue

Coloured maps/
Caites géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (1.e. autre que bleue ot noire)

Coloured plates and/ar illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d’autres documents

N

V/ Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de l2
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

1l se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible. ces pages n"ont
pas ete fitmées.

| ] Additional comments:/

____| Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item 1s filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

iGX 14X 18X

L'lastitut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il

lui 3 été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet

exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue

bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image

reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger ure modification

dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqueés
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/cr laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

/ Pa- _s discoloured, stained or foxed/

< 1 Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/

Pages détachées

Y Showthrough/
v Transparence

/ Quality of print varies/
) . .
Qualite inégale de I'impression

1/ “Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index{es)/

Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

Title page of 1ssue/

Page de titre de ia livraison

Capuon of issue/

Titre de départ de 1a livraison

Masthead/
Géneérnque (périodiques) de 13 hivraison

. 22X
EEEEEEENEREEEEEE

12X i6X 2%

-

32X




‘

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

APRIL, 1865.

T the present momeant, the
question of education is one
of the greatest importance;
and the true solution of our
difficulties, with regard to
the Common School sys-
tem, is so desirable, and
in fact necessary, that we
have returned to the sub-
ject. Suggestions have been given from
various quarters, through the newspaper
press and by pamphlet; among others one
entitled - Remarks on the New Secparate
Scheol Agiiation,” by the Chief Superin-
tendent of Education for Upper Canada.
From its direct bearing on the question of
Education in Lower Canada, we would
strongly recommend ihis pamphlet to the
consideration of all interested in the pro-
gress of national education.

Even in Lower Canada, considerable
misapprehension exists as to the true bear- '
ings of the question at issue. The real |
ground of difference has been lost sight of]
and the Romish hierarchy have, by every '
means possible, eadeavoured, and only too
successfully, to make it a question of creed.
The committee lately formed to advocate

religious opinions exists, such a scheme was
the only one practicable , and it is therefore
very evident that, if it is to be carried out
in good fuith, schools in which sectarian
teaching is enforced, have no claim what-
ever to the title of Common Schools. That
very fact places them in the class of dissen-
tient or separate schools. Numbers have
nothing to do with it. Whether the dis-
sentients constitute the majority or minor-
ity in a town, village, or municipality, does
not alter their character as dissentients
from the Common School system. If this
view be correct, and we believe it is, then
it fullows that the present Superintendent
of Education for Lower Canada, arrogates
to himself a position to which he is not en-
titled, he being, in strict law, merely at the
head of a large number of dissentient or
separate schools. The fact of his being a
Roman Catholic, does not prevent Mr.
Chauveau or any other individual from
Lolding the office of Superintendent of Ed-
ucation. That office was created in order
to carry out the Common School system ;
and a Roman Catholie, who is appointed
to that office, cannot be objected to on the
score of his religion, in this country, where

the claims of non-catholic schools, have | no civil disabilities flow from 2 man’s creed.
thus, by stating that their object is the But if a Superintendent, in direct oppo-
pretection of Profestant education in Lower | sition to the whole spirit of the law as con-
Canuda, given up the vantage ground l tained in the Statute Bouk, ases his office
which they should have occupied. The | to encourage separate schouls,and to oppose
question is not one between Protestants | by every means, the efficient working out

and Roman Catholics. It is something
very different. The partics to this strugele,
are, on the one hand, the advocates fur
cducation to all classes, creeds and nation-
alities, by a system of common schools free
from all sectarian influences; and on the !
other, a serried phalanx of priests and |
ccclestastics who seek to prevent the estab-

lishment of common schools. The very ,
name, Common 8 hools, sufficiently indi- |
cates the object sought to be attained by

their establishment. In a country like l
Canada, wherein so great a diversity of

 of the system which he was appointed to

superintend, and the prosperity of which it
was intendcd he should promote, then, and
in that case, he has no longer any right to
retain an office, the duties of which he does
not comprehend or fulfil.

What injustice would be dore to Roman
Crtholics by carrying out the law in the
manner contempiated by its framers?
None whatever.  The Common School law,
carried out in goud faith, gives to dissen-
tients every security that they will receive
the full amount per head to which they are
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entitled, since the act provides that dissen-
tient trustees shall receive, in the same
proportion as Common Schools, accord-
ing to the number of pupils. Taking
Judge Short's view of the law as correct,
all moneys arising from taxes levied on
Corporations and non-resident landholders,
would go to the Common School fund, and
very justly so. But if our Legislature
shall decide that sectarian schools are to
take the place of Common Schools, if the
majority of the inhabitants of a munici-
pality s0 decide, then we must insist ou the
law being altered, since these taxes were
never intended to be applied for the support
of sectarian schouls, and in Upper Canuada,
as we learn from Dr. Ryerson's pamphlet,
never are so applied. He says:

© The principle of the school law in respect
to school rates in Upper Canada is, that as the
property in each school section or district de-
rives its value chiefly, if not entirely, from the
iabours and enterpnise of its iahabitants, such
property should be liable fur the educalivo of
the youth whose labours in connection with
those of their parents, give it its value.

The property of absentees in any school
sections or divisions is liable to be rated for
the support of th: public schools.”

The fundamental mistake then, which,
we think, has hitherto been comumitted in
this educational agitation in Lower Canada,
has been in finding fault with details instead
of directing our attacks at the principle in-
volved ; in going to pariiament and asking
to have sectarian (Roman Catholic) schools
recognized by the law of the land, as en-
titled to claim the position and demand the
rights belonging only to Common schools.
It is not yet too late to remedy this mistake,
since we are now informed that no school
biil will be brought forward this session.
Let us then. before parliament again meets,
endeavour to place the whole matter before
the public in its true light, and go to the
legislatare, not as petitioners asking for
favours, but as claimants for rights to
which we are justly cntitled.

The last paragraph of the answer of the
Chief Superintendent of INducation in
Upper Canada, to the Superintendent of
Education for Lower Canada, may fitly
conclude this article.

“If the schools of the majority in Lower
Csanads arc as impartial, liberal; and unobjec-
tinnable to the minority as are the schools of
the majority in Upper Caunada, then, it appears
to me, that the only incquality under which
the minority there labour, is their r * being
able to upite in different school districis to
establisk and support one school for themselves.

' judge.”
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But if the schools of your majority are substan-
tially Roman Catholic Church schools, having
the symbols and the services, and publicly
teaching the catechism and other religious
bouks of the Roman Catholic Church, then, it
appears to me that the schools of your minority
(as they are not peculiar to any one religious
persuasion) are more analogous to the schools
of the majority in Upper Canada, than are the
schools of your majority. Op this point I have
not the iuformation, and do not profess to

7 H E Tenth Report of the
, Barony  Congregation,

Glasgow, for 1863-4, pre-

sents an admirable model
to our congregations. It shows
the real working of the Paro-
chial system, and the means by
which it is conducted. We
find that the parish is divided
into twelve districts, each under the charge
of a certain number of elders and deacons,
varying according to the extent and pop-
ulation of the district. Frow the Report
we take a few figures and statements to
shew the work done and being done under
the influence of the indefatigable Dr. Nor-
man McLeod, the parish Miaister.

Since 1853, the number of elders has
increased from ten to twenty-one, besides
whomn there are twenty-two deacons. In
1853 a Committee of KEducation was
formed, and there are now under their
charge about two thousand scholars, Two
schools built by the Committee arc now
taken charge of by the Churches of Sandy-
ford and Park, the number of scholars in
them nop being included in this repors.
The Sabbath scholars in 1853 were 1001,
with seventy teachers ; there are now 1413
scholars, with 128 teachers; but there is
actually a greater increase than this would
show, as 395 scholars with fifteen teachers,
included in the first Report, have been
taken charge of by the congregutions of
the churches erected in the district in
which these schools are placed. One mis-
sion.church has been built, and is now free
of debt, another is in course of crection.
During the year the sum of £2.300 sta.
has been raised for the latter, which will
be finished this winter, free of debt, and
afford accommodation for 900 sitters.
The parish mission employs five male and
three female missionaries and cn - colporteur.
As a result of winter cvening services,
begun seven years ago, between 300 and
400 persons have been united or restored
to the church. Other benevolent schemes
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are at work, and have been productive of
much good. The sum of £3,453 stg. has
been raised for parish and other missionary
operations; the expenditure being fully :
sccounted for under the various heads into |
which the Report is divided.

This Report, of which we have given a !
brief abstract, should afford matter for !
serious consideration to the office bearers !
of our church. It must be evident to every
reflecting man, that the element of pub-
licity must enter into all our calculations
a8 to the progress either of individual con-
gregations, or of the church us a whole.
Some of our congregations have, for some
years, had presented to them an annual
report from the sessions and trustees, and
this practice is yearly gaining ground.
Some of these reports have been sent us,
but the great demands Jately made on our
space, has hitherto prevented us from
noticing them. But the statistics of our
church, as a whole, are in a wretched state.
A Committee on Statistics was appointed,
of which the Rev. Robert Dobic was Con-
vener, which presented a very carefully com-
piled statement of the position of our
church, as far as information could be
obtained. The persistent silence, however,
of very many ministers and sessions, ren-
dered practically useless the statement
drawn up with great care and labour.
Nor are committees on individual schemes
of the church able to obtain information
such as is necessary to lay before the Synod,
through it to be communicated to the mem-
bers of our congregations. The Committee
vn our Sabbath-schools did not receive an-
swers from more than one-half of the schools
which are known to be in existence in con-
nection with our church. Saurely it would
not be 2 matter of great difficulty to give
the few details asked for to enable the
Comuwitice to draw up a satisfactory state-

|
!

9%

ment.  The truth, however unpalatable,
must be told ; ministers and elders are not
doing their duty in this matter; for it
seems perfect mockery for members of
Synod to pass resolutions, appointing com-

| mittees for certain objects, if they refuse,

in their individual capacity, to assist in the
sligl.test degree to carry out these objects.
If our church in these Provinces is retro-
grading; let us know it; if it is inereasing
in numbers, let us see to what extent. If
our congregations are contributing accord-
ing to their means for the support of ordi-
nances among themselves, and the spread
of the Gospel among *heir brethren, let us
have their exertions known, or, on the con-
trary, if we are not doing our duty in this
respect, let us ascertain how far *we are
deficient, so that steps may be taken to
remedy the evil. It is absolutely necessary
to our well being that we should know our
position exactly, our strength and weakness:
that we should put aside from our thoughts
every fear or hope of what others will say
of us, and look at this duty as one which
must be done if we are rightly to fulfil the
mission laid upon every church of Christ.

Brackwoop’s MagaziNE, January and
February ; the WeEsTMINSTER, LoNDON
QUARTERLY, and EDINBURGH REVIEWS
for January, 1865. American editions.
We have received from Messrs. Dawson

Brothers, Great St. James street, Mesars.
Leonard Scott & Co’s American re-print
of these periodicals. It is almost super-
fluous to say anything in praise of these
works which should be in the library of
every man who would keep himself au
courant with the literature of the day, and
who desires to know what the best intellects
of the time ha%e to say on passing events
and new literary productions. The price
is wonderfully low.

Lelos of our Chure.

—N,

5N adjourncd mecting of the
Presbytery of London was
held on the first Wednesday
of March, the Rev. Joln
Rannie, of Chatham, Modera-
tor, pro tem. Sederunt with him
Dr. Greorge, Messrs. Bell, Ste-
venson, aid Nicol, Ministers
James Crerar aod James Stro-
thers, Elders.

Arrangementg were set on
foot for the employment of & caiecbist ot cate-
chists during the suataer wonths.

The clerk was instructed to write to Mr.
Hugh Lamwont, Probationer, in reference to the
call forwarded to bim sevcral months besore.
from Glencoe, and to which no rnswer had been
returued.

A deputation, appointed to visit Williams.
gave in their report, which was sustained. Dr.
Geoige was appointed to preach in Williams
on Tuesday the 14:h inst, and preside «t a con-
gregutionnl mecting.

TLe cletk reported that be had written to
Mr. John Lunis, ‘citing the congregation, or
what bud been the congregation,of West Brome.

\
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to appear in their own interest in reference to
the resignation of Mr. Miller. A letter was read
from Mr. John Lunis, and Mr. James Lunis ap-
peared in behalf of the cougregation, Mr. Mil-
ler requested leave to withdraw his resignation,
but to this the Presbytery declined to nccede;
and, there being no opposition from the congre-
gation, resolved to accept the resignation,
which they did accordingly. Whereupon Mr.
Miller protested, and appealed to the Synod for
reasons to be given in in due time.

It was agreed to hold Missionary meetingsin
the vacant congregations of the Presbytery, the
first to be held at Stratford on Tuesday the
28th, and at North Easthope on Wednesday
the 29th inst.

The Presbytery adjourned to meetin Loadon
on the first Wednesday of May.

OrpixaTions.—The Presbytery of Glengary
met by appointment in the Church of Finch,
on Tuesday, 21st February, the Reverend Archi-
bald Currie; Moderator.

After divine service in Gaelic and English,
conducted by the Revds. John MacLeod and
John Davidson regpectively, a call in favour of
Mr. Hugh Lamont, preacher of the Gospel, was
numerously signed by the Elders, Managers
and memboers of the Congregation. A form of
concurrence in this call was also signed by
adherents and a bond, by the Trustees, eleven
in number, for the payment, during the Incum-
bency of the Minister, of an annual stipend of
four hardred dollars,

On the following day also the Presbytery
met in the same place, the members present
being the Moderator, Revds. Robest Dobie,
Peter Watson, John Davidson, James Mair, and
John Darroch, also Neil MacDougal and John
MacLeod, ordained Missionaries. Divine ser-
Yice having been conducted in both languages
by the Revds. Messrs. Darroch and Mair re-
spectively, the Moderator put to Mr. Lamont
the usual questions, &c., after which he was, by
solemn Prayer to Almighty God and “ the lay-
dog on of the hands of the Presby tery” set apart
1o the office of the Holy ministry, and admitted
1o the Pastoral charge of the congregation of
Finch. Thereafter Mr. Dobie addressed the
Minister, and Messrs. Davidson (in English) and
Watson (in Gaelic) the people, on Jbeir respec-
tive duties. At the close of the solemn and
interesting services, Mr. ILamont received a
kearty welcome from the large congregation
present, some of whom had travelled a distance
-of sixteea miles.

There is & great work to be done in the
‘Township of Finch and neighbourhood. The
prayer of every lover of our church at all ac-
quainted with that section of country aad its
religious stats, will assuredly be, that the re-
cently inducted miaister may be the honoured
ipstrument ia srccessfally accomphishing that
work, and that those who enjoy his ministra-

tions in the earthly sanctuary, may be wor- {

shippers in the ‘“ House not made with hands
eternal in the Heavens. ”

IxpucTioN AT Cnsisga.—The Presbytery
of Otiawa met at Chelsea on the first day
of March, for the purpose of inducting the Rev.
James Siceveright.

Thaere were present Dr. Speace, Moderator,

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

Revs. Messrs. Canning, and Mullan, Ministers,
and Mr. Blackburn, Elder.

The usual proclamation having been made
by Mr. Mullan, clerk, Dr. Spence, in Mr.
Smith's absence from illness, conducted divine
service, preaching an excellent discourse from
1st Thes. v. 21. Thereafter, Mr. Sieveright,
gave satisfactory answers to the various ques-
tions which were put to him, and the Moderator,
Ly solemn prayer, inducted him to the pastoral
charge of Chelsea and Cantly.

Mr. Canning addressed the minister, and Mr.
Mullan the people.

Mr. Sieveright's name was added to the roll
of Presbytery, and at the close of the proceed-
ings be received a most cordial welcome from
his people.

OrpiNATION AND InpTCTION AT GEORGINA.—
The Presbytery of Toronto, according to ap-
pointment, met in Knox's Church, Georgina, on
Monday the 20th day of February, to receive
the trial exercises prescribed with a view to
the ordination of Mr. John Gordon, probationer.
These having been heard and declared satis-
factory, the Presbytery adjourned to meet the
following day, in the same place, at the hour
of 11 o'clock, a.m., for the ordination of Mr.
Gordon, and his induction into the charge of
Georgina.

Mr. Campbell preached a very appropriate
sermon from I Cor. i, 24, * Christ the power
of God,” prior to the service of ordination on
Tuesday, in the hearing of a very attentive au-
dience, who nearly filled the church. Mr.
Maclennan (Whitby) baving detailed the steps
taken to secure the settlement of Mr. Gordon,
and put the usunl questions to him, to all
of which satisfactory answers were returned,
the Presbytery did, with solemn prayer arnd
the laying on of hands, set apart Mr. Gordon
to the office of the bholy ministry, and give him
the right band of fellowship. Thereafter he
was addressed on tbe nature of bis duties as
a Christian minister, by Mr. Watson, and
commended to the affection of a warm-hearted
people, to whose seriousness and kindness he
bore an honourable testimony, based upon bis
intercourse with them for many years, as their
pastor.

Mr. McMurchy then addressed the congre-
gation on the duties which they owed to their
newly-inducted minister, and exhorted them to
the earnest performance of them, as the only
means of preserving harmony and comfort in
their relations to their minister.

After these services, and the remaining
parts of public worship had been completed,
the Presbytery held a conference with the
elders, trustees, and managers, regarding the
affairs of the coungregation, and gave such
connsel as seemed necessary. The Presbytery
w-re much pleased with the becoming desire
shewn by these representatives of the congre-
gation to manage ail their church matters in
such a manpner as to secure comfort ana pros-
perity.

The congregation entertained the Presbytery
at o public dinner after the settiement took
place, and in the course of it took occasion to
notice the past liberality uisplayed towards
them by members of the Church of England in
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their neighbourhood, in aiding them with a
grant of land for the site of their church at
Sutton, and in pecuniary contributions towards
its érection.

The charge is composed of two stations,—
the one, the village of Sutton, where the con-
gregation have a remarkably neat and tasteful
brick church,—and the other, & couutry sta-
tion about five miles distant, where a good
frame church has been built to accommodate
one congregation. It is ardently to be hoped
that Mr. Gordon may find & congenial fieid of
labour in bis peaceful charge, and may attain
to much usefulness in it.

PrESENTATION To THE Rev. Jas. C. Switg.—
A few of the male members belonging to
St. Andrew's Church Congregation, Bucking-
ham, not willing that their minister should suf-
fer discomfort in the discharge of his Pastoral
duties during the severities of the winter sea-
son,generously provided him, on a recent oceu-
sion, with a handsome set of beautifully trim-
med buffalo-robes.

PresextaTtions.—The Ladies of the Congre-
gation of the Indian Lands, Presbytery of
Glengary, waited upon the Reverend Neil
MacDougal, when Mr. W. Maclntyre, in their
name, presented him with a handsome pulpit
gown. Mr. MacDecugal is a missionary of
the Church of Scotland, who arrived in
this country in the month of May of last
year, since which he bas laboured with much
acceptance, in Gaelic and Eaglish, in Indian
Lands, and also in the Townaship of Roxboro'.
Such a preseutation as that lately made to him
is o pleasing token that his ministerial services
are appreciated, and also an expression of the
desire of the Congregation, to see him who
ministers to them, clothed in a comely robe,
for the more seemly conducting the services of
the Sanctuary. The time, we trust, is at hand,
when a like decent vestment will be provided
for every minister of our Church.

On the evening of ihe 23rd Feby., Mr. James
Walker an+ Mr. Wm. Kilgour, jun., who bad
been appointed by their fellow members of the
Bible Class, waited on the Rev. Mr. Sym, at
his Manse, Beauharnois, for the purpose of pre-
senting him with a8 handsome easy chair, as a
mark of their appreciation of his services as their
teacher. To the address, which was read on
the occasion, the rev. gentleman replied in suit-
able terms.

MoxTtrEAL~ST. Pavy's.—The annual social
meeting of St. Paul’s Congregation was held
on Wednesday, March 15th, in the basement of
the Church, which was neatly decorated with
wreaths of flowers and evergreens. Tables
abundauntly loaded with refreshments, occupicd
two sides of the hall, and a table, containing a
selection of useful and fancy articles, presided
over by ladies of the Congregatioc,filled a third
side. John Greenshiclds, Esq., occupied the
chair, and in the course of his remarks showed
the benefit of such meetings in promoting the
gocial and religious interests of & congregation.
A subsidiary object of the present meetiag he
stated to be the raising of money required by
the lndies of the congregation in their benevo-
lent labours among the poor. He briefly re-
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ferred to the past and present position of the
congregation, and trusted that their prosperity
would remain undiminished under the pastoral
supervision of a minister, whom he trusted
soon to see placed over them, and who, he be-
lieved, was inferior in no quality to those who
had been his predecessurs. Suituble addresses

| were delivered during the evening by the Rev.

Mr. Darreach, the Rev. Mr. Paton, and the Rev.
Dr. Jenkins, and the choir of the Church sung,
in admirable taste, a number of anthems and
sacred pieces, receiving a cordial well-deserved
vote of thanks. To the chairmag, to Mr. Fairie
for his exertions in arranging and superin-
tending the preparations of the meeting, and
to the ladies, the hearty thanks of the meeting
were also voted.

The following evening the children of the
Sabbath school met in the same place. The
ladies of the congregation had provided bounti-
fully for their entertainment, and the magic
lantern displaying Soripture scenes, afforded
them both amusement and instruction. Short
and appropriate addresses were given ; and the
children, who have been well-trained by Miss
Morrison and Mr. Kerr, two of the teachers,
sung several bymns very sweetly.

St. Marruew's Day Scmoor, Point Srt.
CrarLEs.—The anniversary meeting of this
school was held on Friday, the 3d of March,
a large number of the parents and frieuds of
the pupils being present. The childrer gave
very satisfuctory evidence of the progress they
bave made under Mr. McCuaig, the teacher, to
whom the scholars presented a handsome gold
chain as a testimonial for his kindness and the
care he has bestowed upon them, as well as to
show their sense of the loss they will sustain by
his resignation. Much credit is due to Mr. Craw-
ford, who, during the year, gratuitously taught
the children singing. Addresses were delivered
during the evening. There are now in attend-
ance in this school about one hundred and
thirty pupils.

Laprarie Mission.—A concert in aid of
this mission was given in Nordbeimers' Hall,
Montreal, on Friday, the 17th ult., John Green-
shields, Esq., in the chair. The hall was
crowded, and the singing was of & very high
order of merit. Several gentlemen delivered
appropriate addresses. The object for which
the concert was held is one deserving of sup-
port; and altk ,ugh we have not yet heard the
financial results of the meeting, yet, from the
number present, the amount must have been
large.

St. Jeax CurysosToME CONGREGATIONAL
MBETING.—A very pleas nt meeting was held
on Thursday, the 2d March. Notwithstanding
the stormy weather, ibe church was crowded,
and the net amount realized was about $80.
Various speakers addressed the meeting ; and
the choir, whose singing was much admired,
sung at intervals during the evening. To the
unwearied attention of the Rev. Mr. Masson,
the respected minister of the charge, the con-
gregation is indebted for such a style of con-
gregational singing as is seldom to be met with
in a country place. The church here has been
built about a year, and is in connection with
Russeltown Flats. The people wrought heart-
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ily, and, with some help from Montreal, have
now the building free of debt. But the church
still wants a good deal to mgke it complete,
and it is intended, if fur = an be raised, to
have it bricked. Itis very encouraging to find
that quietly and unostentatiously our Church
is making progress.

Somrss AT Durrin's Crezg.—The ladies of
the Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland, Duffin's
Creek, held their first soiree on Friday evening,
17th ult. in response to their invitation &
large number assembled in the Temperance
Hall, and partook of the dainties which they
had so liberally provided through Mr. Cullen
of Whitby, who, on this occasion, sustained
his well-earned reputation for the tasteful man-
ner in which he furnishes and displays the
good things of this life. Thereafter an adjourn-
ment was made to the church, when the pas-
tor of the congregation, who was accompanied
by Messrs. Bain of Scarboro’, Maclennan, of
Whitby, and McFadden, of Duffin's Creek,
took the cbair, and upened the proceedings by
giving out the 100th Psalm, which was sung
by the choir of St. Andrew’s Church, Whitby,
under the leadership of Mr. Cullen, assisted by
Miss Dow, on the melodeon. Prayer having
been then offered by the Rev. Mr. McFadden, the
chairman expressed his regret at the abserce
of the Rev. Messrs. Cleland of Uxbridge, dir.
Gordon, of Markham, and Mr. Kennedy, Dun-
barton, all of whom were then engaged on pas-
toral duty. After music by the choir, the
chairman called upon the Rev. K. Maclennas,
of Wnitby, who felicitously addressed the 2u-
dience, and, afier some pieces of music, was fol-

lowed by Messrs. Bain and McFadden, whose !

addresses were received with the liveliest inter-
est. The chairman then, before dismissing the
audience, stated that the proceeds of the soiree
would be devoted to the purchase of a pulpit
Bible, and to missionary purposes. On behslf
of the latter object, he gave a short sketch of
what the Church was accomplishing in her
Home Mission field.

Disp.—At Montreal, January 27th, Margaret
McNaught, wife of the Rev. Thomas Fraser, late
of Lanark, C. W., aged 70 years. Mrs. Fraser
wag respected and esteemed by all who koew
her, and her death will cause regret to many
whbo remember her uniform kindness, and many
virtues. During the last seven weeks of her
life, she endured much suffering, which she
bore with Chbristian resignation, and died in
great peace and the bope of a blessed immor-
tality.

Diep.—At Galt on the 4th vlt.,in the 83rd year
of bis age, Mr. Alexander Turnbull, long a rul-
ing elder in St. Andrew’s Church of that town,
The deccased wes a native of Greenlaw, Ber-
wickshire. When a lad he was put auv appren-
tice to a carpenter; but, afier following the
craft for several years, he returned <o
bia former occup-tion, that of husbandry,
and became a well kuown farmer in the
south of Scotland, first in the parish of
Channelkirk, nod afierwsrds in that of Earle-
ton In his 2ist year be became connecicd
with the Cburch of Scotlaud in the sealing or-
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dinance of the Lord's supper, 50 tlal at the
hour of his death, he had been 62 yeirs in full
communpion with the Church. Befor: cmigrat-
ing to Canada, he had lived upwards of four
years in Dumfrieshire, holding the position of
factor to Mr. Carruthers of Dormont, a situation
of trust in which he might have continued, but
that be thougbt it would be for the interest of .
a somewbat large family to remove to the New
World. He settled on a farm in the neighbour-
hood of Dundas, and it was in St. Andrew’s
Church of that town he was ordained an elder.
Thirteen years ago he removed to Galt. Here
he gave himself almost wholly to promote
the interest of religion in general, and of the
congregation to which he belonged in particu-
lar. At a time when the interests of the con-
gregation were flagging, and many were dis-
posed to give up altogether, he stood firmly by
bis mother church, and by his erample and hisg
exhortations assured the wavering

He was a man of fine character; be hagd all
the simplicity of a child. His mental gualities
were of a lrigh order, and retaived all theiz
freshness to the last; and the position of dis-
tinguished usefulness to which he attained
shows how a comparatively humble life can be
made sublime. In him were combined the
charity that thinketh no evil, with the firmness
which gives solidity to character. He had ac-
quired a deep insight into human nature, and
great tact in dealing with it; so that if there
was anything to be done either inor out of the
segsion of more than ordinary difficulty, he was
selectec for that task, and was almost invari-
ably successful. But what gave the exquisite
finish to his character, was his genuine though
unostentatious piety. The secret of all his
charity and simplicity and firmness, and know-
ledge, was that his life was hid with Christ in
God.

His death was a fitting end to such a life.
Having enjoyed the promise * with long life
will 1 satisfy him,” he died resigned =and
happy, survounded by kind relatives and
friends, seeing his family all happily settled
and provided for, full of honours, trusting
solely in the infinite merits of the Saviour, and
in the sure ard certain hope of a blessed resur-
rection. In hisremoval the minister, sessiox,
and congregationof Galt have sustained a heavy
loss.

Nova ScoTia.—We take the following itema
from the Monihly Record.—The Rev. John
Martin, for more than forty years pasior of St
Andrew’s Church, Halifax, and for the last nine
years superinteudent of missions, died on the
22nd February, at the advanced age of 75
years.—The Rev. George Boyd of St. Andrew’s
church, Halifax, bas resigned his charge, with
the intention of returning to Scotland-—The
congregation of St. Matthew’s, Halifax, lately
presented the Rev. Mr. Geddie for missionary
purposes, the sum of $180, and the Liadies’Bible
class $32. Tt is intended to contribute this
amount in aid of an orphan asylum on Anie-
teum.—Not quite two ycars ago a regular pae-
tor was ordained to the church at Truro. Ths
peopie, though few and scattered, have done
their duty towards him, having contributcd o
gum in cxcess of their boud, and among otber
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things have reduced the debt on the chureh,
by nearly one-balf, the .um paid off being £144
103 71d. A session has been appointed consist-
ing of four elders.—The congregation at River
John are preparing to build a new manse.
Their minister, the Rev. Robert McCano, was
lately presented with & handsome sleigh ; and
a course of lectures has been going on during
the winter in connection with the congregation.
—A friend, signing bimself an * Old Scholar,”
has lately sent a copy of Bateman's Hymn
Book to each scholar attending St. Andrew’s
Sabbath School, Pictou. *

UniversITY INTELLIGENCR.— Observatory Lec-
tures.—Agreeably to the terms of the deed of
the Observatory, two lectures on Astronomy
were delivered in the City Hall on the even-
ings of the 7th and 9th ult., the Mayor occupy-
ing the chair at the first, and John Carruthers,
Esq., at the second. The lecturer was the Rev.
George Bell, B. A., Clifton, and the subjects
were, ‘“ The Solar System,” snd ¢ The Fixed
Stars.” The lectures were admirably suited to
a popular audience, containing a vast amount
of instruction, presented in a simple but very
entertaining form. Some fine descriptive pas-
sages occurred, and several of the lecturer's
speculations were replete with ioterest. To-
wards the close of the second lecture Mr. Bell
took occasion to remark that the object of the
arraugement which he was carrying out was
not merely to fulfil the terms of the deed con-
necting the Observatory with the University,
but also, and chiefly, to promote a popular taste
for the sablime subjects with which the science
of astrology is concerned. A pleasing proof of
the interest taken in the lectures was afforded
by the fact that the audience was much larger
the second evening than the first, although the
weather was not nearly so fivourable. A un-
animous and cordial vote of thanks was award-
¢d to Mr. Bell at the close of his second Lec-
ture.

Donations to the Library.—Large and valu-
able contributions, we are delighted to observe,
continue to come freely in, showing a most
laudable growth of interest in this indispensa-
ble requisite of our University. The curators
acknowledge with thanks the following do-
nations :—James Campbeli, Esq., Publisher,
Toronto, 31 vols. ; John Rankin, Esq., Moa-
treal, 38 vols.; Rubert Cassels, Esq., Toronto,
$40; Rev. W. M. Inglis, M.A., Kingston, 7
vols.; Hon. Attorney General (West) 3 vols. ;
Rev. Henry Gill, 1 vol.; James Croil, Esq.,
Archerfield, 1 vol.; Alexander Morris, Ruq.,
M.P.P., a curious old black letter Bible, dated
.Lordon, 1603.

Students’ Missionary Association.—The mem-
bers of this Association gave a festival in the
Cit Hall, Kingston, ou the evening of the 17th
ult. The President, Mr. John McMillan, M.4A ,
occupied the cbair. The cowopany nearly filled
the Hall.  The choir of St. Andrew’s Church,
and Miss Hartley on the harmonicorde, fur-
nished music of a superior order. Suitable ad-
dresses, in which the objects of the Association
were explained, and its claims earnestly advo-
cnted, were delivered by Rev. J. H. Mackerras,
Rev. J. Gemley, Rev. W, M. Inglis, and Prin-
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cipal Snodgrass. The meeting was a very suc-
cessful and happy one, and will no doubt tend
to promote the aims of the Association and en-
courage its members to persevere in their
praisewortby effurts to Christianize some por-
tions of the land.

PrixcipAL SNoparAss.—It is with much plea-
sure we learn that the Senatus of the University
of Glasgow has couferred the degree of D.D. on

‘the Rev.W. Snodgrass, Principal of Queen’s

University.

Hoxour To A ProrFESSOR 15 QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY.
—We have much pleasure in being able to an-
nounce that the last British mail brought intel-
ligence of the election of Piofessor Bell as a
Fellow of the Geological Society of London.
We believe Professor Bell is the only F.G.S.
in thiz part of Canada, and this distinction is
probably one of the results of his late visit to
Great Britain, where, as well as in Canada, he
is favourably known among scientific men,
owing to his valuable servizes in connection
with the geological survey of the country.

Pror. Weir's 80IT AGAINST THE TRUSTEES OF
Qorexn's CoLLkes.—On the 7th March judgment
was given by the full cour. on the rebearing of
this case. The decision, as formerly, was in
favour of Professor Weir, with costs. A
side question, not affecting the merits of
the case, arose as to whether the eorporation
of Queen's College, as well as the trustees,
should pay the costs of the suit previous to the
rehearing, the argument on which was post-
poned. Mr. Vice-Chancellor Mowa.t was on
the bench, but having been engaged at one
time as counsel in the cause, he took no part
in the judgment. The Chancellor delivered a
verbal synopsis of an elaborate judgment
which he had prepared, ana which bas not
yet appeared. The main features of his
jndgment are, that the court has jurisdic-
tion to interfere, notwithstanding the visi-
tatorial puwer, whenever the chaiter is con-
travened; that Professor Weir's tenure of
office was for life, or during good behaviour,
and that he could not be dismissed with-
out sufficient cause: that Queen's College
was not a private or commerciul undertaking,
but & public ‘ charity,” as it is called in legal
phrase; that the appointment of Professor
Weir by resolution instead of under seal, was
good, as the trustees had no power to appoint
otherwise. Mr. Vice-Chancellor Spragge read
his judgment, reviewing the vacious points and
ciuses submitied on the argunent. He held
also that Queen’s Colivge was a public insti-
tution or * charity,” and that the professors
were public officers, not removable without
jnst eause ; that although the vis. r has ex-
clusive jurisdiction in wmatters of internal
econumy and discipline, the Courtof Chancery
has jurisdiction wherever the revenueg of the
institution are in question, and that it would
suffice merely to show = breach of trust with
regard to the funds of the institution to catitle
any one to file a bill; that the court, on the
principle of giving complete relief, would go
further, and enable Professor Weir torecover his
arrears of salwry. Mr Spragge alse intimated
that be thoughbt Profesgsor Weir's opponents
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should not pay the costs out of the funds of
the College.

We sincerely trust that this unfortunate
business may be settled on amicable terms and
without further recourse to law.

THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND MEDI-
CAL EDUCATION IN CANADA.

From the able inaugural address of Professor
McLean, M.D., of Queen’s College, we make the
following extract:

The science of medicine has, for upwards of
twenty-five centuries, been regarded as one of
the most exalted studies to which the human
intellect can devote itself.

During this time an innumerable multitude
of great minds has laboured with the most
untiring zeal to increase, and, if possible, to
perfect their acquaintance with the structure
and fanctions of that piece of mechanism, the
mere contemplation of which caused the sweet
singer of Israel to exclaim “I am fearfully and
wonderfully made.” * * * b

It is now many centuories since Galen, the
great phbysician and pbilosopher, gave expres-
sion to the dignity and beauty of the fundamen-
tal branckes of medical study in the following
terms :—* In explaining these things I esteem
myself as composing a solemn hymn to the
great Architect of our bodily frame, in which
I think there is more piety than in sacrificing
whole hecatombs of oxen, or in burning the
most costly perfumes, f r first I endeavour to
konow Him myself, «nd afterwards by the same
mesns to show Him to otbers, to inform them
of His wisdom, goodness and power.” But the
science of our day is no more like the science
of his day than hyperion is to a satyr. If
Galen could rise from bis grave, with what
rapture and amazement would he behold all
the beautiful revelations which modern inves-
tigators, with the aid of modern implements,
have succeeded in eliminating.

it is now three hundred years since the great
dramatist peoned the following beautiful lines :

‘t What a piece of work is man?
How noble in reason! How infinite
In faculties! In form and moving
How express and admirable!
In action how like an angel!
In apprehension how like & God!
The beauty of the world!
The paragon of animalg!”’
LY * * L} ° L ] L4 L L

On this subject permit me to observe, that
the very fact that there exists a certain large
and influential class of physivlugists, whose
studies have led them to adopt and pro-
mulgate the doctrines of materialism—phy-
siologists who are foolish and presumptuous
enough to believe that the time is not far distant
when by the aid of the scalpel, microscope, and
otuer means of research, they will have suc-
ceetded in proving that there is nothing in the
whole universe except what is palpable to and
in some way or other appreciable by our senses;
that in short there is no soul in man and no
God in beaven—I say the very fact that sucha
class of physivlogists exists should furnish us
with an additional stimulus to exertion in the
cause of truth,
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One great object of our ambition should be
not only to counteract their malignant and
wide-spread influence in the world, but also
to convince them of their ‘errors, whxch most
assuredly we can only hope to accomplish by
meeting them on their own ground and
demonstrating, as Dr. Draper believes we will
yet be able to do, the exisience of the soul from
the structure of the human brain. These
considerations should bave a tendency to
impress the student of medicine with a deep
sense of the dignity and sacredness of his call-
lng * *» * * * L * L

The Canadian’medical schools are very fre-
quently accused of making “ annual issues of
graduated dunces,” or doctores indocti, too fre-
quently and decldedl), I fear, for the charge to
be altogether without foundation ; still there
is comfort and encouragement in the fact that,
even by those who urge this grave charge, it is
at the same time admitted that there always
are some worthy and well qualified graduates
to be found in these annual issues.

I think no one will deny that in these schools
a good and efficient medical education may be
acquired ; but, on the other hand, it must be ad-
mitted that the present system of examination
is not such as to insure that all the candi-
dates avail themseitves of the opportunities
afforded of acquiring the necessary proficiency
in the great science of medicine ; it is not even
sufficient to insure that the candidate for ad-
mission to the medical classes possesses the
intellectual ability and preliminary literary and
scientific attainments indispensable to the effi-
cient and successful prosecution of his medical
studies. It must be admitted that, as Sir Wm.
Hamilton remarked respecting the Edinburgh.
College, students are often attracted to the
Canadian Universities chiefly by the bribe of the
degree, and that many of them are too illiteratc
and professionally tooincompetent to stand the
test of impartial examination. When the literary
qualifications for our Canadian medical degrees
are raised to a respectable and efficient stand-
ard, and when our academical examinations
are rendered unbiassed criteria of professional
competency, then will the number of our medi-
cal graduates afford an index of the relative
eminence of our medical schools ; then, but not
till then, will competition for the greatest num-
ber of students and graduates be productive of
good, for intrinsic excellence and large numbers
will under these circumstances bear a direct
relation to each other. From all that has been
said, and from all the evidence that has been
adduced on this subject, there can hardly be a
doubt that there is the most urgent demand for
reform in the mode of administration of the
Canadian medical schools. Until this is ac-
complished, it is vain to look for real prosperity
or greatness in these institutions, and it is
cqually vain to expect any improvement in the
social position and moral status of the medical
profession. And here the question naturally
arises, whose aid are we to invokein this work
of reform and elevation? No doubt much
might be done by those most interested, viz.,
by those members of the profession who at pre-
sent have the administration of the medical
schools entirely in their own hands. But to
achieve anything like a satisfactory result, the
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most harmonious and uniform action would be
necessary ; and I fear the old well-known pro-
verb which characterizes our profession as fond
of a difference of opinion, is too true to admit
of any hope from that quarter, ¢ ¢ * * ¢

Let us spare no exertion and grudge no
sacrifice in our endeavours to secure the eleva-
tion of the medical profession and medical
gchools of Canada to their legitimate social
positiua and their proper degree of efficiency
and prosperity.
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Let us remember that each one of us, the
humblest as well as the most eminent, has his
own proper part to play,his own peculiar share
of influence to exert, not only in the relations
of life generally, but also in the special relation
of teacher, practitioner, or student of medicine.

“Let us then be up and doing,
With a heart for every fate,
Still achieving, still pursuing,
Leara to labour and to wait.”

Articles  Communicated,

LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PAUL.

Parr IX.

= HEN we were come todJeru-
salem, *‘ the brethren re-
ceived us gladly.” Suchis
Luke’s account of the
welcome which met the
Apostle on his arrival in
Jerusalem, and this recep-
tion might lighten his
spirit, depressed, as it no
doubt was, with anticipa-
tions of coldness and distrust,which would be
caused by the intimations of coming calam-
ities. On the day following, he saluted the
assembled Presbyters of the Church, and
declared the success which through God had
attended his labours among the Gentiles;
doubtless at the same time placing in the
proper hands the contributions brought for
the poor at Jerusalem. The assembly re-
joiced at the progress of the Gospel, and
glorified God. But the prejudices against
the Apostle, and the false impression re-
garding his teaching to the Jews among the
Gentiles, had rather deepened end increased,
and the Church feared the result so soon as
the Jewish zealots should learn his presence
in the city. It was therefore urged that
he should associate himself with four men
who were under a Nazarite vow, and be
otherwise scrupulously observant in all mat-
ters of the law, that so his conduct might
refute the impressions prevailing concerning
him. Seven days seem to have been occu-
pied in the performance of the vow; but
before the seven days were completed, some
Asiatic Jews who had come up to the Pen-
tecostal feast, and who were acquainted with
the Apostle, and his companion Trophimus,
& Gentile convert from Ephesus, saw Paul
in the Temple, and still feeling probably
the irritation of some previous defeat in
argument, or of the continued growth of
the Christian Church, and decmingz it a fit-

ting opportunity for revenge, they sprang
on him, and as they held him fast shouted
“Ye men of Israel, help; thisis the man
that teacheth all men every where against
the people, and the law, and this place ; and
further brought Greeks also into the temple,
and hath polluted this holy place.” Though
these charges were false, they had the de-
sired effect of exciting the multitude, who
in 2 blind zeal for their religion rushed upon
the Apostle, and hurrying him out of the
sacred enclosure, were about to kill him.
Tidings of the uproar however, in the mean-
time, reached the commander of the garrison
in Jerusalem, Claudius Lysias, who taking
centurions and soldiers with him, hastened
to the scene of the tumult. The Roman
officer succeeded in rescuing the Apostle
from the violence of the multitude, and
caused him to be chained between two sol-
diers, as well to secure him from the popu-
lace, as because he apparently mistook him
for an Egyptian rebel; who, though deserted
by his followers, had as yet baflled the efforts
of the Roman soldiers to take him. Before
he left the spot, Claudius Lysias sought to
make some inquiry regarding the case, but
in the confusion was unable to elicit any
certain information, and gave orders that
the prisoner should be conveyed to the bar-
racks in the fortress. As the soldiers pro-
cceded to carry out the order, the multitude
crowded forward, shouting, “ Away with
him,” and the Apostle was forced by the
pressure up the garrisonstairs. But, before
he was led inte the castle, he obtained from
the chief captain permission to address the
people, in a discourse which is related at
length in the 22ad chapter of Acts.  The
discourse, spoken in Hebrew, or rather the
native dialect of the country, for a time
tranquillized and secured the attention of
the multitude. The Apostle himself de-
scribes it as his defence addressed to his
¢« Fathers and brethrea.” It naturally as-
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sumed the historical form, and appealed to |
facts which must have been fumiliar to the ;
people.  Dr. Howson, in his late Hulsean
lectures, dwells at some length on the dis-
course, and the whole veeasion, as exempli- ;
fying in a peculiar degree the tact and pre- :
sence of mind of the Apostle. Deafened
by the uproar, confused by the crush, sick- -
ened and stunned by pain, disturbed by
the instinctive fear of death, most men
would have lost their presence of mind, but .
the Apostle continued calm and self-posses-
sed. The prople listened till he reached !
the command of the Lord, “depart, for T ,
will send ther far hence unto the Gentiles.”
At these words he was suddenly interrupted,
the confusion once more began, the sea of
heads again smged in tamult, and voices

shouted, * Away with such a fellow from the
earth, for it is not fit that he should live.”

The Roman commander ordered him to be

brought into the fortress, und judging from -
the violence of the excitement, that he must
have been guilty of some heinous offence,
directed that he should be forced by scoure- -
ing to confess his guilt. As the soldiers, |
with the centurion, were proceeding to obey -
the comnmand, the Apostle once again took -
advantage of Lkis Roman citzenship to pro-
tect himself from the outrage.  The asser-
tion of Roman ~itizenship produced itseffect
in a moment and the centurion repeated
the words to the commanding officer, who
fearing that he had already gone too far at
once released him from his bonds. On the

morrow a meeting of the Sanhedrim was

summoned, and Paul was brought before
them, ir order that the charges against him
might be heard.  The position of the par-
ties was interesting though painful. Paul
had once been himself a member of that
council, and as he looked around new, he
might recognise some who sat with him at
the feet of Gamaliel. or with whom he had
been assceiated in the persecution of the
Christians. He again spoke in his defene. .
and with the unflinching look of conscious
integrity which is more than once remarked
of him, began, ** Men and brethren, T have |
i1ved in all good conscience unto God unto
this day.” These confident words annoved
the High Priest. so that he commanded them
that stood by him to smite him on the
mouth. With fearless indignation, Paul ex.
claimed ** God shall smite thee, thou whited
wali: for sittest thou to judze me after the
law, and commandest me to be smitten con-
trary to the law.”  These words were the
nataral outburst of the Apostie’s fecling -
cxcited by the brutal insult. but if he -
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spoke with greater warmth than he intend-
ed, he soon recovered the imastery over
himseif, and on being informed that he
was the High Priest to whom he had so
spoken corrected himself, and acknowledged
the reverence due to onc holding that high
office. This incident, occurring so early in
bis defence, may have convineed the Apostle
of how little a fuir hearing was to be expected
from the council, and have given a turn to
his words. He knew that both Pharisees
and Sadducees sat in the council, and
aware of the religious acrimony which in
some points separated these sects, he threw
out a statement, which would produce a dis-

. sension in the assembly, and might secure

the sympathy of the greater number of bis
judges; ¢ Men and brethren, I am a Pkar-
isee, and the son of a Pharisee; of the hope
and resurrecticn of the dead I am called in
question.” A party spirit was awakened.
The Pharisees now could “find no evilin this
man.” The judgment hall became a scene
of violent contention ; and Paul would likely
have suffered severely in the tumalt, but
that Claudius Lysias commanded to take
him by force from them. and bring birm
into the castle.

Can we wonder if, aftcr a morning of
such excitement and danger, when the
Apostle was left to the quiet of his own
apartment, apprehensions of the future

. should trouble him, and his heart should

sink within him. At such a juncture, as at
other critical periods of his life. a viston
was vouchsafed with assarance of Divine
support, and ai night the Lord himself
stood by him, and said. ** Be of good cheer
Paul; for as thou hast testified of me in
Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also
at Rome.” Bat. the Apostle was not yet

. relieved from the malignity and cruel pur-

poses of his enemies.  Cn the next day a

. conspiracy was formed, and more than forty

of the Jews bound themselves under a curse
neither to eat aor to drink until they had
killed Paul. Their plan. which was laid
before the chief priests and elders, wss to
persuade the commandant to bring Paui
down again on the morrow to the coumnail,
and then to set on him by the way and kill
him. The plet however. by some mezns,
becawne kiown to 2 nephew of Paul, his
sister's son, who obtaining admission to his
ancle informed him of it, and was. at his
desire, taken to the captain. who was thus

_put on his guard. and the conspiracy was

by this means bafflud. It was at once re-
solved 1o send Paul from Jerusalem to
Crxesarea. the seat of the Roman covernor.
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and for this purpose orders were immedi- l

atcly issued for two centurions with two
hundred soldiers, and horsemen three-
score and ten, and spearmen two hundlo.d,
to be in readiness at nine that evening, to
vonvey Paul to Ciesarea. On the arrival at |
Casarea the centurivns delivered their pri- .
suner into the hand: of the governor, to-
gether with a letter, they had brou“ht
from Claudius Lysias, which stated the rea- _
sor: for sending Paul, and that his accusers
would follow him.
zhe purpose of guardiugz against trespassing
un the _]unadlcnou of another, that Felix
asked Paul of what provinee he was, and |

iearning that he was a native of Cilicia, he |

prum:acd to give hime a hearing so soon us
his aceusers should arrive, .md in the

meantime ordered him to be guarded in .

Herod's judgment hall.
The Apostle was now in Roman castody,

znd though the procurator is described asa |
. embraced the opportuult) of :1<1cmﬂr that

~evere and dissolute tyrant, yet that custody
was a protection without which he must .
have fallen a victim to the: animosity of the
Jews.  After five days, counting no doubt’
from the time of Paul’s dcp'\rturc from
Jerusalem, his aceusers arrived at Cacsarea,
Au.omp'xmcd by a Latin orator, TLrtullu~

whose professional services they had engag- .
«d to conduct the case, as thev were them-

seives iu all likelihood mxperfc( tly acquaint-
. same Tesult.

«d with Latin, and ignorant of the proceed-
ings of a Roman law court. The speech
of which Luke has preserved an abstract,
giving the most salient points, began by

~eek1nfr to conciliate the good will of the |

procurator, aud is accordm«h overcharged
with most mzerited praises.  The charges
which he procecded to maxe against the

Apostle, of being “a pestilent fellow. a ;
mover of scdition amongst the Jews
throughout the world. a ruwlcader of the .
sect of the Nazarenes, and who had aiso .
zone about to profaue the temple,” show
the light in which the Apostle wasrezarded |
by thc fanatical Jews. PPaul met the
~har«e.s in s usual nanner, his answer
was <tm§"htfom'!rd and direct ; and Felix
no doubt felt that his words had the appear-
ance of truthfulness, and that the accusa- -
2ons had their origin in the sectarianism
and bigotry of the Jews.  He made an ex- ‘
Juse for puttm" off the matter. and gave
orders that Paal should be retained in cus-
:ody, but that he shoald be treated with , |
mdulﬂc'lcc and that his friends should be .
wllowed frec access to bhim.

After 2 time Paul was again summoned l

before Felix. e and his wife, Drusilla,

| Was called to the audience chamber.

!

It may have been for .
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who was a Jewish princess, had beth a cu-
riosity to hear something of this new faith
which had Christ for its object, and Paul
The
Apostle at once embraced the opportunity
of preaching the Gospel with plainness and
force, and =0 reasoned concerning right-
cousness, and temperance, and judgment
to come, that Felix trembled, and put an
end to the conference. lle frequontly saw
him afterwards however, and led him to
understand that a bribe would secure bis
release. ut Paul would not resort to

" such a means of escape, and remained two

¥ears in custody, till Felix wasrecalled fromn
the province, and the Apostle was handed
over, as an untried prisoner, to his successor
Festus.

Shortly after the arrival of Festus in the
Province, he went up from Casarea to

. Jerusalem, and the bLigh priests and the

chiefs of the Jews, in their undying hatred

Paul should again be brought there for trial,
purposing to “assassinate him by the way.
The answer of Festus was worthy of his
office, dignified and just. He replied that

*aul should be kept at Casarea, where, on
his return he would hear the case; and he
directed those who should be the accusers,
to go down with him. A tnal, similar to
that before Felix, took place, with much the
Festus no doubt saw that
the charges against the Apostie were not
very grievous, and that it required the bit-
terness of religious hate to give them the
darkest colouring before they acquired any
importance; he saw too that the offence
did not really come under his cognizance
as polifical, but that it was connected with
the relizicus opinions of the Jews. In per-

' plexity, and unwilling to offend the Jews, he

turned to Paul, and asked whether he would
o up to Jerusalem and appear before him
there.  The proposai was not likely to be
accepted, and was the occasion of Paul's
appeal as a Roman citizen to Casar.  The
appeal may have surprised Festus, who,
though he took council with the assessors,
bad no choice but admit it, and he pro-
nounced thedecision, ** Thou hast appealed
to Casar. und to Cesar thou shalt go.”
But the appeal being allowed, it became
necessary to forward a report of the crimes
laid against him. Theinformation clicited
had hewever been so vague and frivolous,
that Festus found it no easy matter to put
thers in a shape wh'ch would be intelligible at
Rome. An opportunity however presented
itself, of which he took advantage to cbtain
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help in the matter. Herod Agrippa, King
of Chalcis, with his sister Bernice arrived
on a visit to the new Governor, and Festus
sought his advice and aid. Doubtless
Agrippa was already acquainted with the
circumstances of Christ’s death and resur-
rection, but his curiosity was escited by the
account of Festus, and he expressed a wish
to sce the prisoner. On the morrow, when
Agrippa and Bernice had come to the au-
dience chamber, Paul was commanded to
be brought forth, and Festus having opened
the procecedings with an explanation of the
circumstances, and the difficulty in which
he found himself, Agrippa gave a courtcous
permission to Paul to speak for himself.
Stretching out his hand, bearing the fetters
by which he was chained to the soldier be-
side him, the apostle addressed his audience
1n a discourse which narrated his conversion,
and Divine commission, in the executing of
which he bad incurred the hatred of the
Jews, and he was proceeding to urge that
the subject of his teaching was according to
the testimony of Moses and the Prophets,
who foretold “that Christ should suffer,
and that he should be the first that should
rise from the dead, and should show light
unto the people, and to the Gentiles.” But
here he was interrupted by Festus, who
seemed to apprehend some absurdity in the
Apostle’s words, and with an expression of
ridicule and surprise, exclaimed, “ Thou
art mad, Paul; thy much learningis mak-
ing thee mad.” Festus may have meant
some particular allusion to studies with
which the Apostle was beguiling his im-
prisonment.  Paul, however. turned and
said, * I am not mad mest noble Festus; but
speak the words of truth and.soberness.”
And then, addressing himself in solemn
appeal to Agrippa, he said, * King Agrippa,
believest thou the Prophets? 1 know that
thou believest.™  The reply of Agrippa
cannot b regarded in any other light than
as_spoken ironically, and in contempt;
“Thou wilt soon persuade ine to be a
Christian.”  Paul assumed to take the re-
ply seriously, and in deep. carnest enthusia-
asm, lifting up at the same time his arm,
bearing the chain, he spuke these noble
words: “I would to God that. whether
soaner or later, not only thou, but also all
who hear me this dax. were such as I am,
excepting these bonds.” ‘
With these words the conference was
_ended.  Festus, the King, and their com-
panions rose, and retired, and when they
had consulied together. came to the conclu-
sion that Paul had done wothing worthy of
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death, or of bonds, and that he ‘ might
have been set at liberty, if he had not ap-
pealed unto Caesar.”

L’Orignal, March 1865.

SONGS OF PRAISE.
No. 3.

# E owe a deep debt of grati-
tude to the brave men
who stood forth at the Refor-
mation against the whole power
of Rome, and boldly struck ai
the heap of error which had
heen accumulating for a thou-

£4 sand years. Lutber, especially,
we regard with sdmiration as the central figure
in this noble group, the first in the field, the
boldest of all, drawing upon bimself the brunt
of the enemy’s atiack, and exerting on bis nation
and age s mightier infiuence.

The German Reformer was a thorough man
and hero, no mere intellectusl disputant nor
cold dry theologian, buta man of strong will
and indomitable spirit, of prompt and powerful
action, and of hearty sympathetic life. Infirmi-
ties there were, such as are almost inseparable
from & nature of this kind. Had there been less
temper and passion, there might have beenless
energy ; had there been more of a yielding and
kindiy spirit to friendly disputants, and cor-
temporary theologians, occupying much the
same platform as bimself, there might not have
been presented the spectacle of & poor and soli-
tary monk braving the power of the church to
which he had vowed obedience, and which en-
joyed at the time universal dominion. God
raised up the very instrument that was needed
for the work and the time. The manners of
Luther were pleasant, his tone hearty and occa-
sionally somewhat gay, so that we find him say.
ing on onc occasion thiat he had often resolved
forthe worid's sake to assnme a more austere de-
meanour, but God had not favoured his resolve.
Perhaps it were better for the church upon the
whole that she followed the example of Luther
in this respect, and that her clergy, whiie they
strove after real good as Luther did, and were
powerfully impressed by divine truthas he was,
should be more natural and less constrained in
their menner, and speak and act more accord-
ing to the real life withia them, than as they
are expected by others to do.

Luther was very fond of music, and drew much
of the cnjoyment of his life from thig source.
When reduced to poverly, at Wittemberg,
through the temporary oversight of the
Flector and others, he thon_ght of somc
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occupation, by which he might support
himself, while preaching the gospel and per-
forming the other functions of the ministry; and
then it was a source of regret that he could
not emplcy himself in teaching music, from
the want of sufficient knowledge. He wasin
the habit of saying that music as a science was
next to theology. There is doubtless an in-
timate connection between this great love of
music in Luther, and the flourishing state of
hymnology in Germuny for the last three cen-
turies, for no man ever succeeded more per-
fectly in imprinting his personal character and
wishes upon arevolution than did Luther upon
‘the great movement in Germany. As he be-
came the father of the modern German lan-
guage by his translation of the Bible, so, by his
trapslation of Latin hymns aod by stirring
songs of his owp, did he lay the founda-
tion of the best hymnology that is tc be fournd in
the Christian church, Yet we must not attach
too much importunce to this potent influcnce,
for we can find cvidence in the very narrative
of the Reformer’s youth, of the previous exist-
ence in Germany of those musical tastes and
customs, which have associated the hyxﬂn
with the every-day life of Germany, and the
most cherisbed scntiments of the people.
Thus it is said of him that while a student he
sang in the streets of Eisenach for a livelihood,
as it was common at the time for poor students
to do. .

Luther's hymn on the judgment, ¢ Great
God what do I hear and see,” well known in
England, is a free translation of the Dics
Ire. He translated also the Te Deum and a
number of the Ambrosian Hymns. But swhile
he fully appreciated these noble songs of the
Church, and incorporated them with the Re-
formed worship, he was & man to sing for him-
sclf, and, as theimportant events of his life suc-
ceeded each other, plunging him deep into the
passions and anxictics of » life of intense con-
flict, he gave birth to hymae of great power,
which Germans have cver since loved and
sung. Onc of these was contposed as he was
journcying to the Diet at Worgns ; another on
hearing of the death of two martyrs: a third,
a free but very powerful transiation of the
130th Pselm, was employed for his own comfort,
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sing became general, ag the Reformation spread
and deepened throughout Germany, and the
people gave their hearts to the new and fresh
thought that was abroad.

Nor bas Germany ever changed. She has
sung on till now, employing with deepest re-
verence and love the words of Luther, but
with a hundred other writers contributing to
her song. The bhymn is in Germauny, what it
has never yet become with us, an institution,
understood, recognized, employed and loved by
all. It is a powerful lever for good which we
have never wielded, as they have done in Ger-
nany. We have but to cxamine at ran-
dom a German hymn, to perceive how far we
are behind, how greatly we are surpassed in
the depth and richness of meaning, in the
ease and skill with which the most difficult
measures are cxecuted, and in the perfect sim-
plicity and good taste which prevail. The
people love their hymnsand are ever singing
them. They go - into battle with them on
their lips. They greet their favourite days and
seasons with them. They sing them at. the tomb.
-And why should a Christian nation be restrict-
ed to the use of secularsong, for the expression
of its every-day lifec and the enjoyment of its
every-day happiness. Why bacchanalian and
amorous straics, as in Scotland, when there
might be present the religous element asso-
ciated and mingling with all our sympathies ?
There has surely been a great practical mis-
take committed, by which some of the finest
sympathies and powers of our nature have been
left very much to = sinful carmal world, to
gleaa ? Doctrine, doctrine, all doctrine, and
nothing more. Is it not reasonable thatina
Christian country the people should be singing
of themselves and all that concerns them in a
pious strain, with God present in their songs,
receiving their gratitude, and constantly ap-
pealed to for help.  We have very imperfectly
brought our religion dowr to every-day life,
and this is onc of the most obvious of the
means that have been neglected.

Itis only in & cursory way that we glance
al German Hymnology. It would take a long
time even to cnumerate their good hymn wri-
ters. We have Iying before ns a German work,

o
e

" giving an acount in German of the hyma wri-

on a noted occasion at Cobonrg, when he said -

to his servant, “ Come and let us sing it against
the devil.,” The same hymn was sung by the

peopic, as the body of the Reformer passed
through Halle on its way to its final resting '
" universal use and love of hymas evoked talent

place at Wittemberg,
The example of Luther was foliowed; and
the spirit which prompled the Reformer to

ts ot Germany. It is a balky volume, al-
though the notice of cach writer is compara-
tively brief. Four hundred writers are thus
described. We observe that they are often
persons in a humble situation in life. The

in every sphere, from Gustavus Adolphus, the
great chnmpion of Protestant freedom, and the
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Marchioness of Brandenburg, the ancestress of
the present royal family of Prussia, (hymn 62,
on the Resurection,) to Lowenstern the saddler’s
son, and Tersteegen the ribbon maker. Amongst
the most famous writers are Luther himseld,
Paul Gerhardt, 10" whom must be assigned
the laurel, Meermann, Angelus, Zinzendorf,
Tersteegen, Schmolke, Frauke, Reinkhart,
Spitta, Laurenti, Lange, and Rosenmoth.

A revival of religion 100k place in Germany
in the ecarly part of the eighteenth century,
conspicuous in which was the young Count
Zinzendorf, opening bis baronial balls to the
persecuted and fleeing Moravians, and reflect-
ing bis pious ardour on all around him. YWith
Zinzendorf the Wesleys were in communica-
tion ; and we are not surprised, therefore, to find
in their hymn bock some translations from Ger-
man hymns of the period, especially of Zinzen-
Jorf himself, and bis contemporary Tersteegen,
whose deep piety and spiritual mindednoess are
well represented in bis hymn, 25 translated by
the Wesleys, * Thou hidden love of God ;"
(bymn 104 in our collection) Zinzendorf’s
*Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness,” and
““Jesus still lead on,” (hymn 115) are ine bymns
in their English garb, the latter baving been
recently translated in “Hymns from the Land of
Luther.” Paul Gerbardt, the first of German
hymn writers, and bringing to his work a
noble capacity, disciplined by deep sorrow, is
very well represented in a translation by John
Wesley, “ Commit thou all thy griefs And ways
into his band,” of which an abridgment will
be found in hymn 41. The bymn in the origi-
nal is of considerable length, of great beauty
and power, and a very famous one in Germany.
A fine hymn b3 Reinkbart is sung by all
good Germans on New Years eve just as the
cld year is passing away, and also on other
occasions of thanksgiving. When ths Prussians
recently obtained their miserable and exagger-
ated triumph over tihe poor Danes at Alsen,
we were told in the newspapers at the time,
ihat the whoie Prussian army sang together
this national song of gratitude.  An excellent
translation of it has been given by Miss Wink-
worth, and, with its fine German tune, will, we
have no doubt, soon enrich our pselmody,
(dyma 31.)

The public aitention is drawn very much at
present to German hrmnology, and several able
transiators have heen working diligently in
this field.  The strong desire, felt now in
almost cvery branch of the British and Ameri-
can Church for an improvement ia their
psalmody, leads to a couniry where such emi-
neat superiority has been displaved.
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learn from the Germans to understand and
conceive a good bymn, to aim ata higher range
of thought than has been common with us,
to preserve the delicacy and propriety which,
amid all their hymuing, are characteristic, and
to effect & happy combisation between the reli-
gion of the soul and the scenes and events of
ordinary life. A difficulty at present in the

| way of using good translations lies in the

stanza, which is generally less simple than we
bave been accustomed to. A gifted pen might
confer great benefit upon the church by con-
verting these stanzas, where it could be done,
into our ordinary measures.

What Luther was to the German Reformatioz,
Geneva became to the Reformation in several
other countries of Europe. The Geneva Re-
formers threw away whatever was not found
sanctioned in Scripture; apd there being no
songs of praise in the New Testament, the
Psalms of David became the sole book of sacred
song for the Calvinistic churches. Up to the
period of the Restoration the English Church
drew laigely from Geneva, and her articles
were framed, to some extent, under this bias.
But the rise and early progress of this church,
under Henry VIII and his successors, were 80
peculiar as not to admit of analogy. In re-
spect, however, of their psalmody, England
and Scotland were the same. The Psalms of
David were translated and wused in their
churches as the sole hymn book; and for
several generations the disposition to sing in
the service of God, otherwise than in the recog-
nized form,was destroyed. There arec many per-
sons who will regard this as an advantage, but
we are inclined to think it a very serious
defect, and that the church is now regsining
a privilege of which it was injudiciously
deprived.

The psalms have been often translated, cither
in whole or in part, by writers of various fit-
ness or of no fitness at all. Sternhold and
Hopkins, Sir Philip Sydney and Lady Pem-
broke, the poet Merrick, Francis Rous, Tste
agd Brady, Dr. Watts, Oxford Caiversity, Mout-
gomery, Lyte, Alford, and others have doms
into English verse this precious heirloom of
song. A few gifted pens, as Milton and Addi-
son’s, have been excrcised upon individual

psalms. But it is universally admitted that

. the work has yet to be done, and that an EBng-

We may *

lish Psalier combining fidelity to the spirit and
text of the original, with graceful and harmoni-
ous measures, is a great desideratum.  All our
versions are defeclive. The translation by
Sterrhold, Bopkins, and others is literal, but
tame and lifeless. It was executed in the
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reign of Edward VI, and long maintained its
ground in the English church, some rural
districts preferring it still. Two bundred
years later the new version of Tate and Brady
was introduced by royal sanction, and is now
in general use.  This version is better done,
but very imperfectly reflects the spirit of the
psalms. The Scotch version, as Rous’s trans-
lation is now universally known from itsadop-
tion by the General Assembly, i3 also an ex-
tremely literal one, carrying its fidelity to the

1
}
!

|
i

terms of the original almost to a fault, further :
- Psalms, and not modern meditations on them:;

than can be done with effect in any translation
from one language to another, and almost im-
possible in rhyme. Though in some parts
uacouth enough, it has given the best Lymns
of the psalter with a spirit and force that are
true to the original ; and many of the verses for
their faithful, simple, powerful, rendering may
be favourably compared with the abiest that
have been made. The version of Sir Philip
Sydney and Lady Pembroke is, it is said, in
many parts finely executed, but from the
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mous writer, * is knowun to those who attend the
Scotch Presbyterian service. Thelabour must
have been conscientiously and painfully ac-
complished ; for, although the result may to the
uninitiated bear sometlfog of the same resern-
blance to poetry, as the fitting of fragments of
Hebrew temple and Christian Church into the
walls of Jerusalem bears to architecture ;—col-
umans reversed and mouldings disconnected—-
yet the very words are there, and the use to-
to which they are applied is most sacred. At
all events, the Scotch Psalms are David’s

and with all the sacred associations, which two-

| centuries of such & church histury as that of

quaintness in vogue at the period not very :

serviceable. We have Montgomery's authority

for the statement that Merrick’s trauslation is -

remarkable only for the amount of verbiage it
contains.
lations, are scarcely so happy as when they
string the Iyre for themselves. Among more
rmodern authors, Montgomery and the Rev. H.
Lyte translate with spirit and elegance. With
all his faults of style, with his habitual care-
lessness, we must look back gratefully to Dr.
Watts for his noble attempt to bring the
Psalms of David home to the hearts of English
people.  His transiations are paraphrases, but
a fine spirit reigns in them, and occasionally
he produces verses,which should be everywhere
sung for the perfect success with which the
sacred fire of the original has been given.

We are very well satisfied in the Presbyte-
rian Church with the version we have. If God
should in the future raise up some individual,
well fitted for the task, who will give himself to
thig difficult work and succeed in it, a great
boon will be conferred upon all English speak-
ing churches; and after a little straggle with
prejudice, the boon wili no doubt be gratefully
agcepted.  Meanwhbile the roughness imputed
to the Scotch version is not very disagreeably
felt by us, vsbhile its characteristic force and
simplicity convey a pleasure and satisfac-~
tion, that we have found to the same extent
in no other version. ¢ By wbat ingenious
transpositions and compressions of words and
sylladbles this faithful rendering of the ori-
gianal bas been accomplished,” says an anony-

Milton and Addison, in their trans- |
, liar.
| iningenicusly constructed lines,quaint conceits,

Scotland has gathered round the song of to-day,
mingling it with echoes fiom mountain gather-
ings, and martyr's prisons and scaffolds, and
joyful death-beds, probably no hymn book could
ever "be one half so musical or poeticel to
Scotch hearts, as those strange rough verses.”
If our English friend had attended the Scotch
Presbyterian service a litile more frequently, be
would probably have found the verses sung not
so rough as he supposes.

The first writers of Eny.ish hymas, after the
Reformation, have nearly passed into oblivion.
Neither their works nor their names are fami-
It was the fashion of the time to embody

and subtle allusions, which might be of interest
to the few, but could be of no service to the
meany. It wasnot till the times of the Common-
wealth, that we perceive the dawn of a better
cra for hymnology. The troubles of the period

i tended to banish frivolity, and to make men

manly and serious. Georze Herberti was quiet-
15 sleeping in the chancel of Bemerton Church,
ere the civil war broke out ;_and happily lived
not to witness the political convulsions that
spread over his country, and the iemporary
ruin that overtook his beloved church. His
poems enjoved the greatest popularity, espe-
cially the Temple, and are full of interest still ;
but there is too much of the scholarship and
vhitosophy of his age in them for the more cor-
rect teste of modern times, at least for the com-
fortable use of his language in the worship of
God. An attempt has been made to press one
or two of his hymas into use by free alteration,
but the resalt is far from satisfactory; and we
would much rtather see a fine poew, like the
Elixir, preserving all its rich quaintness in the
pages of Herbert, than mangicd and bereft, do-
ing work as a hymn. In the midst of the
great civil straggle, we have Milton, with the
bighest powers of mind and geniua consecra-
ted to religion; but witl the exception of afew
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versions of the psalms we have nothing of the
nature of a hymn from his pen.

When the Commonwealth came to & close,
and Charles II. entered London in triumph,
Thomas Ken was takin®his bachelor's degree
at Oxford. When the gay monarch was expir-
ing, Ken, ag the Bishop of Bath and Wells, and
by repute the most sainted divine of his day,
was in the death-chamber, striving to bring the
dying man to repentance ; but Charles had no
faith in the Charch of which he was the Head,
and the presence of the wretched father Huddle-
stone was necessary, ere peace could be found,
and absolved, the King was ready to die.
Ken’s life was full of trouble ; and bodily ail-
ments added greatly to his distress, contrib-
uting doubtless at the same time to the strength
and spirituality of his character. Gratitude
was ever in his beart, glory to God on his
lips. He wrote a good deal of poetry of rather
an inferior description, from the author of
which we would scarcely have expected the
three .noble hymns which enshrine his name
and wemory in the hearts of the whole people.
In one of his essays Montgomery, sneaking of
these hymns of Ken, states that be had not seen
the other poetical writings of the bishop, but
had no doubt that if they were carefully
examined, at least three motre hymns es good
as those we have would be discovered. In this
gratuitous assumption,Montgomery is mistaken.
We have carefully examined the other poems,
and have found that the three bymns must
stand alone. The Morning, Evening, and Mid-
night hymns bhave a family likeness to each
other. The language is vigorous, terse and
happy, the thoughts natural and sublime, such
imagery asis employed, simple and pleasing,
the utterance what an carnest, longing, pious
soul would give forth. These hymns are the
very embodiment of the sanctity and spiritual

aindedness for which the name of Ken is so
illustrious. and as we know him to have spent
from illness many of his nights in sleepless
vigils, they were doubtless brought to their
present highly finished and most cexpressive
state by the cogitation of many secret hours,
when the soul sought communion with God,

and were, like the pebbles of tie sca, worn into .

shape and beauty by constant attrition.
only anabridgement of these hymns that can be
employed in social worship, but there is no
difficulty in sclecting the verses.  The Morning

It is .

and Evening hymns are the favourite hxmns of

England, and must be loved and used wherever
they are known.
‘o great interfcrence with the original text.

Their universal use has led °

It was so in the bishop's time; and he made .
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his publisher issue an express edition for the
purpose of correcting the false readings. The
Midnight hymn is of equa! power ané value
with the others, but is of course unsuited for
any service but the solitary contemplation of
the midnight watcher. Hymns, 1 and 4.

The name of Richard Baxter is better known
to most persons as the author of the Saint's
Rest, or as the victim of the brutal Jeiferies,
than for the hymns which he wrote. Yet somo
of these, though notof o very high order of
merit, are worthy of preservation, and, like the
hymus of Newton, take value and beauty from
the deep piety of their author. A specimen of
Baxter has been given in the collection, as much
we acknowledge, from respect for its author as
from its intrinsic merits, hymn 138.

We now come to the father of English hymn-
ology, Dr. Isanc Watts, for to this eminent
noncoanformist must be assigned the restora-
tion of the hymn, and the placing in the hands
of the English people & hymn book, which they
could love and employ. But our notice of him

must be deferred to a future number.
/, S
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OME of my readers will
perbaps be expecting me to
give them a descriptive

glimpse of the brilliant panora-

ma of Rotten Row and the West

End parks on Sunday afternoon.

If so they are doomed to be dis-

appointed ; for, although on other

days I have watched the aristo-
cracy, the gentry and fashionable swells ¥ loll-
ing in their easy carriages as they sweptsmooth-
ly along the spacious avenues, or sauntering
neath umbrageous limes and elms, or sitting in
dreamy indolence on easy chairs, and gazing on
the snow white swans as gracefully they glided
over the surface of the placid miniaturelakes, or
listening to the feathered choristers overhead
pouring forth from their mellow throats a gush-
ing trill of sweetest song, yetIdid not go to sec
after what fashion the Sabbath is spent in these
semi-sylvan retreats. For aught T know, no
snob or dandy may be seen promenading in the
chequered sunlight and shade; no splendidly
glittering equipages with their trim coachman
and footman roil along the margin of the Ser-
pentine ; no lady equestrians, “ buxom, blithe
and debonaire, "accompanied by their chivalrous
knights-errant, rein their prancing steeds on
Rotten Row. For aught I know, the # West
Eud” may be bathed in a soft, sweet, sabbatic
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repose, and may present a strange contrast to
¢he rest of the metroplis. The probability, how-
ever, i3, if the information of guide books may
be trusted,—that St. James's, Hyde, and Green
Parks present a scene of brilliant gaiety.

My afternoon ramble was in the direction of
5t. Paul’s, and entering that grand *‘ grey re-
ligious pile”, whose architectural beauties I do
not intend at present to describe, I joined in
the religious services that were being conduct-
ed in the magnificent choir. The massive
grandeur and spaciousness of the noble temple,
the exquisite harmony of the proportions, the
majestic sweep of the lofty dome, the placid
blending of the soft, mellow, vari-coloured
lights, allin their combined influence, awakened
within me almost over.powering emotions.
There are many monuments throughout the
building to the memory of the Brave, the Good
and the True, some of them most exquisite
works of genius—statues which

*seemed to breathe,
And soften into flesh beneati the touch
Of forming art, imaginaticn-flushed.”

A stranger naturally leoks for a statue of
the architect who designed and superintended
the construction of the grandest temple in Pro-
testant Christendom. But no such object meets
his gaze. An inscription on a plain marble
slab above the entrance to the choir simply
tells him, “Si monumentum requiris, circumn-
spice,” (if thou seekest a monument, look
around). it may be doubted 1f, in the whole
range of poetic effort, a more sublime concep-
tion has beenbodicd forth, than that contained
in this simple sentence, so intensely realistic is

"in such a magnificent temple.

it, and yet so incomparably ideal. What monu-

ment to Wren's greatness so exquisitely ap-
propriate, so grand and enduring, as the fabric
which rose into being at the bidding of his
own mighty genius. The brilliant essayist
Macaulay, with the far-stretching sweep of his
imagination, saw, in the cycle of the ages yet
to be, & time when, possibly, the sceptre shall
depart from Britannia, and a New-Zealand tour-
ist standicg on a broken arch of London Bridge
will sketch the rvins of St. Paul's amid the
vast desolation. So ran the dream of this “in-
fant crying in the night;” and who knows but
his wild phantasy may become a historical fact.
But, ever though it should, the name of Wren
will not be hopelessly lost in oblivion. Some
Layard of the Southern seagirt isles visiting
the site of the modern Babylon may, perhaps,
discover a key which will enable bim to unravel
the mysterions inscription on the English
“marbles” of the grand old ruin, ‘ Underneath

113

ia buried Sir Christopher Wren the builder of
this church.

The service, as I bave said, was, as it usually
is, conducted in the choir. Anciently nong
but the clergy were admitted into the choir of a
Cathedral,the Irity remained withoutin the nave
during the whole service. It wasconsidered a
great favour thatthe Lord Mayor and Aldermen
were admitted into the choir of St. Paul'sso late
as 1630, and females were not admitted until
last century. A goodly number of the worship-
pers present were, like myself, strangersjudging
from the feelings of awe and wonderment pic-
tured on their countenances, as they gazed now
atthe lofty ceiling, anon «t the claborately carv-
ed wood-work, exhibiting chubby-faced, marvel-
lously life-like cherubim, again at the various
emblems and devices that adorn some of the
stalls, or watched the mystic shadows play-
ing over pillar and arch. The sweet, soft,
seraphic voices of the choristers, as in combin-
ed or responsive strain they chanted the ser-
vice or pronounced the ‘* Amen”, exercised a
strange subduing spell over me, and flled my
soul with a pure, unspeakable ecstasy some-
what akin to that ‘joy that mixes man with
heaven.” [ felt as if I were not in a temple
built by the hands of men, but floating in some
mysterious region whose whole atmosphere
was a flood of song emanating from the lips of
those whose faces see God. I believe that
some of the holiest and most deeply slumber-
ing sympathies of our nature can be awakened
only by the tones of such a heavenly melody
It must be
borne in mind that I am now speaking cnly of
the influence of music waked from the exquis-
itely strung human voice. And be enter-
tains but a narrow view of religion who wonld
exclude from the service of God any of those
subtle agencies of vastest potency which
find a deep response in the universal heart,
and which alone can rouse into action some of
the noblest and most deep-lying feelings of
our spiritual being. The All-wise and Good
did not intend that Art and Science should be
dissociated from Religion. On the contrary
it was His purpose that they should be her con-
stant handmaids, and should cast their barps
and crowns at her feet that she might employ
them in ber service. The stern, earnest, God-
fearing Scottish Reformers, with a burning

i zeal recoiled from any exhibition of the Beauti-

ful in sight or the Beautiful insound in their
churches because they considered them to be two
of the mighty agents by which Popery gained an
ascendancy over the minds of its ignorant and
svperstitions devotees. Their judgment was in

*
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the main correct, still, the recoil was perhaps
too great. Hence the churches of the Reforma-
tion period, even down to the beginning of the
present century, were made as unattractive asg
possible to the eye, and the form of worship was
as bald and primitive as could well be conceiv-
ed. Nor do we find fault with our reforming

forefatbers for this. No!every Presbyterian leal |

and true, who can appreciate the worth of their :
noble, disinteresied, God-like endeavour and

self-sacrifice, whose heart swells with emotions
100 big for utterance as he reads that strangest

story—stranger than the strangest fiction—of

their dauntless courage, their unflinc hing en-
durance, their heroic sufferings, their martyr
deaths, as they struggled for religious freedcm

against faithless kings and rulers who strove °

anew to bind their consciences with the fetters
of Popery—every Presbyterian, I say, with the

ring of the true metal in him, must almost un- | me into a pew.

. large, and was not very well flled.

qualifiedly commend their course of action. But
while we would render them this lofty tribute,
we must remember that they were not infalli-
ble, and that we can conceive of such a thing as
a reform of their Reformation, at least in regard

to the part which the Beaatiful in Science and . But althongh this practice bears the air of

Art should play in moulding our religious life.
And the consciousness of the Church in Scot-

securing the aid of these elevating inflzences.
Men are beginning to ¥nderstand that Religion
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his “ watch.” 1 did not hike to disturh the cur—
rent of his thoughts, but my anxiety to reach
my destination in time prevailed, and I asked
bim if he would have the goodness to direct me.
I suspect he felt as it he were rouming in an
idenl world in which there was no other inhab-
itant but the fair one by his side : for on my
speaking to him, he started suddenly as if waked
from a pleasing dream, and did not regain bis
mental equilibrium for a few moments, wher
he replied I think it is not in my beat.” If
not, it was not more than fifty yards from te
spot over which he was then passing with such
an airy, unconscious tread. This was the most
quiet part of London in which [ had yet seen
during the day. There were very few people to
be seen oun the street. At the door of the church
stood a good-natured sexton, who told me that
Mr. Noel was going 10 preach, while he ushered
The church is by no means
The ser-

. vice commenced in, what was to me, a some-
. what novet fashion ; the precentor read a hymn,
- which he then sung—the congregation joining.

The minister afterwards offered up a prayer.

novelty, it is only & relic of the olden time.

. “For long,” says Cunningham in his excellent
land is now awakening to the importance of °

i3 more comprehensive,—that it includes not

only the ideas of the True and the Good, but
also the idea of the Beauntiful—the three form-
ing one glorious unity,—that Art and Science
should assist us,

“ To sing Ged’s Truth out fair and full,
And secure Tlis Beantiful.”

Anxious to hear Baptist Noel preach, I left St.

Paul’s and went in search of his Church. I bad
a vague, indefinite idea of the locality in which
itis situated. So I passed up Newgate street
with its famous Blue-Coat School on the right,
and on the left its gloomy, windowiess prison,

history of the Church of Scotland. “for long
both in Presbyterian and Episcopal times, it had
been customary for the precentor to repair to
Church half an hour before the minister,
and read to the people who had assembled two
or three chapters of the Old and New Testa-
ments. When the minister appeared, the precen-
tor started a psalm ; and when it was conclu-

: ded, the minister commenced his duties by offer-

ing up a prayer.” In commenting on & chapter
which he read from the New Testament, Mr-
Noel made the sweeping assertion that there

" is no Scripture authority for Church estab-

in which have been confined notorious robbers.

villainous cut-throats, and bighwaymen of every
type, from the fearless, dashing Scarletts and
Tarpins, who, in the olden time, surprised lum-
bering stage-coaches and lonely travellers on
wild heathg, down to the sullen, cold-blooded
Mller, who destroyed his victim in a comfort-
able railway carringe,as it swept with lightning
speed throngh the suburbs of a populous city. As
I wasgoing up Holborn Hill, T met a stout, buily
policeman, of the renl John Bull stamp, tripping

along quite gallantly with & lady haoging on !
She scemed to be the scle object of

his arm.

lishments, for a gradation among the clergy such
as archbishops, bishops &c., for such ceclesias-
tical courts as General Assemblies, Diocesan
Synods, Presbyteries, &¢. He did not veature to
defend his position by a rigorous and invincible
logic. Either he must have taken it for granted
that his audicnce were well acquainted with the
grounds on which he based his assumptions, and
consequently there was no necessity for him te
demonstrate these ecclesinstical theorems; or be
must bave felt that any attempts to strengthen
his position would only render more apparent
its extreme weakness and untenableness, ané
therefore it was better to preserve a religious
silence on the matter. It was to my mind .
very ominous silence, the silence which is
deeply sicmificant of defeat. I fally concuired
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in his second assertion ; but as far as the
other two were concerned, I strongly dissented
from them. 1 was ot a little surprised to find
him annibilating Church cstablishments and
Church courts, by a siagle thrust, and then
passing on without deigmng to look back and
se¢ whether he bad taken away the life-breath
of his opponent or merely given him a stunning
blow, insomuch as he had formerly belonged to
the Church of England, and sympathised with
the members of that body when they smarted
under Mr. Spurgeon’s successive charges of in-
counsistency in holding a particular creed and
yet not believing all its doctrines. Hic sermon
was extremely simple, direct, and full of prac-
tical instruction. 1lis delivery is slow and
measured : his voice somewhat husky. He does
not wax warm and carry away his hearers by a
fervid rush of impassioned eloguence, yet it is
very pleasant to listen to hiw, because you frel
as if he were conversing wi‘h you.

I now directed my steps homeward. The
shades of night bad already fallen. By and by
1 became quite bewildered, and could not tell
the direction in which I was going. The night
was 80 dark, and the atmosphere was so heavily
cbarged v-ith smoke, that I could not sce any
prominent building which would indicate my
position in the * great brick desert.” I was go-
ing westward while I was firmly convinced I
was going in the opposite direction, la this
strange dilemma I was afraid to ask any stran-
ger for information. The safest expedient ina
difficulty of this kind in London, is to make
inquiries of the police. At length I met a
policeman, whom I asked to diréct me to the
Strand. He bade me retracemy steps, to go
along; so far on this street, then turn down
ancther street at right angles, then follow up
a certain otber street. His directions were quite
correct, but rather complicated, and tended,
.f possible to make “ confusion worse confoun-
ded.” However, I was now conscious thatl
wag going in thedirection of my lodgings, yet my
eyes were contradicting, as it were, this inward
conviction. 1 wonder if any one bas ever ex-
plained this strange pbysio-psychological phen-
omenon ? Why is it that the mind and the senses
arc thusbroughtinto conflict? In what myste-
rious way does the world change its position re-
lative to your mind? It was a curious episode
with which the day closed, and one which bas
since furnished me with a subject of philoso-
phical musing. From a serics of expericnces
of the same kind which T have undergone—two
of them having occurred since that mentioved
in this narrative—I bhave arrived at the follow-
ing solution : You are going in & certain well-

i sion—by the pre-judgment.
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known direction when your course has beea
uncousciously changed. You are still stroogly
impressed with the idea that your locomotiion
is in the direction in which you set out. The
testimony of the senses is correct, but the judg-
ment of the mind on these perceptions is at
fault, being overruled by the foregone conclu-
The illusion is
traceable, therefore, to the despotic iufluence
of an idea, and may be dispelled by & siren-
uous cffort of mind. Let any of my readers
who happens to be in that state of bewilder-
ment, in which the points of the compass seem
to him to be reversed, only try my theory and
he will find, if his me~n.al effort be sufficiently
powerful,and continued for one or two minutes
withovt intermission, that eart. and sea, and
sky will to him resume their normal position.
And this curious pbhenomenon has itsanaloguc
:n tk moral and spiritual experience of men.
To how many a man are the poles of the moral
world, in which he moves, reverjsedi and yet
how firmly convinced is he, notwithstanding
the assertions of others to the contrary, that
the direction which be pursues alone is Right,
that bis views of Truth and Duty are correct,
and that all who do not think and act with
him are either blind or crazed. His percep-
tions of Divine Truth are correct, but bis be-
wildered conscience, being under the influence
of old prejudices, pronounces wreng judgments
upon these perceptions. Let us respect his
convictions because they are earnest and bon-
est. We often hear people say, that the priests
of a false or heterodox religion, with all their
learning and their opportunities of studying
the Scriptures for themselves, must knotw that
the doctrines which they teach are untrue.
This is not the case, however. These men hon-
estly think that they are going in the right
direction.  The spectacle of the long line of
martyrs that, since the dawn of Christianity,
have gonc to the stake, with a strange un-
carthly glory irradiating their countenances,
to shed their life’s bluod in testimony of their
particular religious belief, however wide of the
truth it may have been, as well as the working
of our own minds, if we carefully note it, ought
to convince us that even heretics are honest in
their convictions. All this, however, by the
way.

After traversing numerous lanes and alleys,
I reached the Strand in safety. The sireets
were now almost completely deserted. The
pavements had ceased to give forth their
“dully sound.” The measured tread of the
watchmen making their rounds, alone dis-
turbed the stiilness of night.  Suddenly from
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every clock tower the bells chimed the hour
of ten, the great bell of St. Paul's with its
deep solemn tones leading off the chorus. I

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

then entered my lodgings, and pondered over
the events of the day. This was my first Sun-
day in London. D. R.

@he @hurches and thetr lissions.

COTL AND.—The subject
of Railway Traffic on the
Lord's Day is again exciting
considerable attention. The

religious rest of this day has al-

ways been much more ubserved
in Scotland than elsewhere, the

Presbyterian Churcles consider-

ing the fuurth commandment to

be of perpetual obligation. Toits
better observance the Churches
are accustomed to impute the larger attendance
upon.religious worslip, by all classes of the
people, than in aay other country, and the
consequent higher aud more intelligent interest
in the great questions which affect the salva-
tion of men, even among the luwest classes of
the population. Scotland, it is felt, has stood
out pre-emiuently as a religious country, its
religion being more generally pervasive than
that of any other portion of Europe. With
great, and it is to be lamented, increasing
vices, wbich have, however, been magnified to
the utmost by the opponents of its stricter
faith, its population still ranks high, not only
in intelligence (the poorest peasant often
being a man of good attainments, from whose
conversstion much interest may be derived),
but in morality. While the supporters of the
observance of the Lord’s day, are ready,
generally, to allow that there may have been
at one time a ceremonial strictness, beyond the
requirements of the Divine law, and, in su far
£8 it was so, irksome ; they still feel that with
the preservation of this iastitution, are bound
up the religious and moral interests of the

country. .

The maultiplication of railways has led to
fresh compiications. Through their agency a
new element has been brought into action,
viz., the influence of English sharcholders.

This external influcnce, made use of by the |

discontented party at home, naturally arouses .

great dissatisfaction, as it is felt that, if the
contest were confined te Scotland itself, there

would be little difficulty in preserving the

ancient landmarks, the majority of the people

being undoubtedly in favour of what they con-
sider the Scriptural observance of the Lord's |

day.

Greevock—Tag OpsNing oF taE Ont WasT
Kirk.—After being closed for twenty-three

Sunday last re-opened for public worship, and
sithin its walls a large and infiuential assem-
blage congregated. The Rev. Dr. M'Culloch,
tbe respected minister of the West Parish,
opened the church in the forenoon with ser-
vices specially adapted to the occasion. In the

; human memory.

afternoon, the Rev. Professor Cuird, D.D., cor-
ducted the services. The collection during the
day amounted to the handsome sum of fuly
£300. The restoration has cost £2400, of
which £1300 bas been raised by subscript.on,
and within the last month duplicate subserip-
tions to the extent of £290 have been collected,
which, with the collection, makes X£1890,
leaving & balauce of only about £600. Theold
West Church was the earliest Protestant place
of worship in town, being built in 1591, and it
was the only place of worship till 1741. Ori-
ginally much smaller, it was yet large enough
for, and right welcome to the inhabitants of
Greenock in olden time. The sixth James at
“ Holyruidhous” graoted acharter to * his lovit
Johnee Schaw of Grenok™ for the kirk, “so
that the poor people dwelling upon his lands
and heritages, which are all fishers, and of a
reasonable number, dwelling four miles from
their parish kirk [Inverkip), and having one
great river [Kip] to pass over to the same,may
have ease in winter season, and better ¢ com-
moditi¢’ to convene to God's service on the
Sabbath day,and rest according to God’s insti-
tution.” The building was deserted in 1841 for
the New West Parisk Church, and up till the
present has been in disuse. A year or 50 ago,
a few gentlemen, with a desire to perpetuate
the existence of a building with which there
were so many interesting events and recollec-
tions associated, and the wanf of church ac-
commodation in the West Parish, thought it a
proper opportusity for restoring the church,
acrd a plan was agreed upon, which as far as
possible was according to the old characteris-
tics of the building, cxcepting where a few
changes were introduced that were rendered
necessary by modern wants. The stained-glass
windows are most artistic and effective. That
in the north gallery is by Ballantine & Sons,
Edinburgh.

Tur LATa Rev. Joux Ropertsos, D.D.—The
death of the Rev. Dr. Robertson, mirister of
the Cathedral Church, Glasgow, took place =t
St. Andrews, on Monday. He had suffered iong
from an affection of the heart, so that bis death
could not excite surprise. It will be felt by all
who knew him to he a great calamity.

Dr. Robertson, who was, we believe, forty-
two or forty-three vears of age, was a pative
of Perthst:ire. Ile waseducated at 8t. Andrews,

' passing through the artsand theological classes
years, the O1d, West Kirk of Greenock was on '

at the University there. He was a distinguisbed
student in every class, and, according to the
tradition among St. Andrews students, he
carried away more high college honours than
any student at the United College within
Within a short time after,

. he obtained license, he was ordained minister
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of Mains and Strathmartin, a country parish
near Dundee. For ten years he continued to
discharge his pastoral duties there. Ilis ser-
mons rivetted the attention of his country
congregation from their simplicity and sincer-
ity, and charmed audiences in cities by these
qualities, as well as by their elegance, their
completeness, and their depth and force of
ihought. The vest heads of Dundee always
gathered to hear him. In St. Andrews he
never failed to draw a crowd, and during the
college sessions the students flocked to hear
# John Roberison,” as they called him, as they
flocked to hear no other minister whom they
had a chapce of hearing frequently. Befoure
these ten years had ended, he was well known
in Edinburgh, end at one time was all but
appointed one of the ministers of St. Andrew's
Church. He had many opportunities of leaving
his quiet country parish ; but, caring very little
for money, he declined them all, until in 1858
he was selected as minister for the Cathedral
of Glasgow. To select a country minister to
preach regularly iu Jie most beautiful church
in Scotland was a bold act; but it was justified
by the result in & manner confidently antici-
pated by those who kinew the Rev. John Robert-
son, and were capable of forming a judgmeut.
He preached in Glasgow Cathedral, so long as
health was left him, to overflowing audiences;
and they obviously audiences of very high
intelligence and cultare, drawn together bLy
their intellectual and moral affinities to the
preacher.

To name the precise secret of Dr. Robertson's
success as a preacher would be a difficult,
indeed an impossible task. Ile was strong in
all his faculties. No one of them was allowed
to run away with him, or with his subject.
Whatever topic he took up, he handled it so
easily that to a careless or an incapable
ooserver it appeared that what he did could be
done (as it was done) without effort; but
those who bad themselves grappled with the
same topics, and seen small rhetoricians toiling
at them to no useful purpose, were astonished
at his enormous unpretending strength. Many
of his sermons were written at a sitting. He
bad almost always difficulty in making a be-
guaning, and often wrote the first paragraph
five or six times over. But when once his
thoughts and illustrations, long treasured in a
memory thatremembered everything at the right
time, were fairly heated and molten, they
poured out inte the mould. There was no
longer any hesitation or difficulty in expression.
The right words and thoughts came like an
inspiration, and the sermon thus hastily writ-
ten seemed to have the completeness and the
finish of a composition over which wecks and
perhaps months had been spent. But its parts
bad, when closely examined, 2 coherenceand a
unity not to be found in those sermons that are
composed upon the method of writing down all
the fine things that oceur to the mind in its
best moods over 2 course of weeks or months.
Some specimens of his sermons were published
by him a month ago uader the title of ¢ Pas-
toral Counsels,” along with a very affectionate
and touching letter to his congregation. We
have rarely read any volume so marked by
freedom from every shadow of cant and affec-
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tation, by earnestness, love of his fellow-men,
and upnpictending-—apparently half-uncon-
scious—intellectual strength, and in which the
doctrine that “ God is love” .is so fervently
enforced. .

Personally he was beloved by all who came
to know him, whether high or Jow. The extent
of his knowledge was not suspected, except by
those who drew him in conversation to disclose
his curious stores of information, or who noted
the velocity with which he read a book and
the accuracy with which he remembered it
after two or three years, and who knew that
he spent & great part of his time in reading.
He took little or no partin religiovs contro-
versies, looking upon the majority of them as
very small matters, and of next to no impor-
tance at all in the presence of death and eter-
nity. But he was strongly in favour of tolera-
tion regarding those controverted matters that
seemed to his mind so supremely indifferent.
He was liberal in bis views both regarding
theological questions and forms of worship.
He preached against making Sunday a dis-
agreeable day to the young, and against all
extreme puritanic views of Sunday observance.
He approved of the use of a partial liturgy, and
of instrumental music. But he did not mag-
nify any of these points of controversy into
essentials of rcligion. He treated them as
nothing compared with charity to men and
lcve to the Father of all. His moderation,
tolerant wisdom, and devoticn to duty, are
worthy of imitation in all the churches, and his
premature death is a loss to all, for it is a loss
to the cause of religion itself. Especially is it
a loss to the Church of Scotland ; for probadly
Dr. Robertson was its most massive intellect
of this generation.

Edinburgh.—The Rev. Mr. Macvicar, of the
working-men's church in the Grassmarket,
reports that during last year he paid 4002
visits, and attended 17 funerals. The abound-
ing wickedness in the district is fearful ; some
of the horrid scenes, he says, he cannot de-
scribe.  The counteracting influences brought
to bear seem, however, to be doing good.
Many of the ladies conoected with the New
Greyfriars, the parish in which the Grass-
market is situated, visit regularly, there is pub-
lic worship twice every sabbath, 134 names
on the church roll, 21 of whom communicated
in New Grey friars for the first time during the
year, a Bible Class for young men and women is
held every Sabbath afternoon at five o'clock,
with thirty five names oo the roll, and there is
a prayer meeting every Wednesday evening.
In addition to these there are lectures during
the four winter months, once a week, a library
with 656 volumes, & Penny Savings Bank and
a Reading Room which is open every day. A
Total Abstinence, Temperance, and Christian
Association, managed by Mr. Macvicar and &
committe of thirty working men, has doae
much good. The Report presents evidende of
how much may be done by systematic effort. -

The Rev. Mr. Meczies minister of the High
Church, Paisley, has been elected minister of
St. George's in the Fields, Glasgow.

Crurci oF ScorLaxp Missioxs.—The Rev.
W. Anderson, formerly parish missionary in
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Glasgow, with Dr. Craik, and the Rev. Mr.
McFarlane, parish missionary with Mr, Nor-
nian McLeod, of St. Columba, sailed for In- ¢
Jia on the 4th February, the former for Madras |
and the latter for Gyah,

Mapras.—Three Catechists are at present
studying theology here. They are also cmploy-
€din missionary duties among thelr counirymen, .
aud it is their desire to qualify themselves to |
yreach the Gospel as licentiates of the Church |
27 Scotland. !

The ins itution is attended at present by
above 300 scholars. It is conducted by Mr.
Turton, an East Indian, a young man of con- |
siderable cnergy. Besides the Institution .
there is & Congregativu of native christians, |
presided over by a native pastor, Rev. Jecob |
David, an ordained .ainister of the Church of .
Scotland. The cougregation numbers about .
140 Communicants and the committee have
Jately made & grant of £490 sterling towards ’
1he expense of building a place of worsbip a
which is urgently needed. |

Vellore.—There is a branch here in connection
with the Madras Mission from which itis distant !
about eighty miles. The Rev. Joseph David
who is & missionary, will shortly be ordained, !
1he Presbytery having received auathority te do |
£0. The Rev. Jacob Darid bad on twbd occas-
ions when he visited Vellore, baptised nineteen
persons. On the last occasion he bad dispens-
ed the Lord’s supper to about fifiy communi-
cants. There is a school attended by about
200 children. The chapel is too small for the !
unamber who attend, and it is desirable that a
new one should be built,

Kandiapoothoor —There is iuere a small con-
gregation, but their chapel bas recently been
burned. The native Christians here have
suffered much at the hands of their brethren,
out have held fast their faith. They are at |
vresent ministered to by a Catechist. }

i

Secunderabad.—Five months ago a small
chaurch, towards the building of which the com-
mittee contributed £100 sterling, was opened. ]
The minister is the Rev. Daniel Jacob, & native
licentiate of our church. The Rev. A Clif-
ford Bell, our chaplain there has been removed,
so that Mr. Jacob and his congregation are
left without any European minister with whom
10 consuit.

The foundation stone of a new chnrch, to be !
called St. Andrew s church, was laid with due
solemnity on the 22nd November last by Lady
Grant, wife of Sir Hope Grant, X.C.B, Com-
manpder in chief of the Madras Army, in pre-
sence of a large assemblage. Tbe Rev. Stew-
art Wright, chaplain to the church of Scotland
-2 Madras, will be the pastor of this new
charch.

Bowsay.—The mission here bas to lament
the death of Mr. Domingos D'Almeida, who
was unexpectedly cut off after a few days
illpess.  Mr. Forbes, giving an account of his
death pays a high tribute to his worth, i

The Rev. W. Stober, Jewish missionary at |
Monastir from the Churgh of Scotland, died, on |
the 16th. Dec. last, of typhus fever caught in i
the discharge of his duties.

DoxpeE—~Free PressyTery.~A m
the Free Presbytery of Dundee

celing of |
was leld on !

' Schemes.
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Wednesday—Rev. Mr. Macgregor, moderator,
Mr. W. Wilson reported the boundaries of the
new misgion church (St. Enoch’s) at the south-
east end of the town, which were approved of.

. The Presbytery then took up the remit from

the last General Assembly in reference to the
appointment of genesal secretaries for the
management of thellome and Foreign Mission
schemes. Mr. Wilson considered that there
was no need for a secretary for the Foreign
Missions in consequence of the recent appoint-
ment of Dr. Duff as convener of the scheme.

 In regard to the Colonial, Continental, and

Jewish Missions, he considered the recent ap-
pointment of a secretary by ihe Assembly
would answer the purpose, as these schemes
under the present conveners had worked tole-
rably. With regard to the liome Mission
scheme, there would be great good from the
employment of a thoroughly efficient secretary.
who would take a general charge of home
mission work, and make periodical visits
through the country, visiting the stations, and
stirring up the congregations to the support
of the Sustentation, Educational, and other
By these visits, also, the irritaiion
which sometimes arises might be donc away
with, and the Church bound together more
closely. On the motion of Mr. Nairn, seconded
by Dr. Marray Mitchell, a motion in accordance
with Mr. Wilson’s suggestions was unanimous-
ly adopted. The report on the Sustentation
Fund showed that for the eight mounths since

i the 15th May, the amount contributed over the

whole Church was £72,931, 13s. 84., being an
increase of £1463, 125. 4d. as compared with
the corresponding period of the previcus year.
In the Presbytery for the same period, the
amount was £2451, 2s. 2d., being a decrease
of £15, 18s. 8d.

INSTRUMENTAL MesiC 1N PRESBYTBRIAN
CavrcEEs.—A memorial to the minister and
kirk-gsession of the parish church of Lerwick

; 15 in course of siguature by the congrega-

tion, of which the following is the praver :
—“Your memorialists-——being convinced that
the use of a barmonium im conducting the
pselmody would greatly help to guide and
sustain congregational singing, and thus
give better and more perfect expressien to
the devotional feelings and desites of the
worshippers—respecifully request that you
may be pleased to take such steps as you may
consider proper, as early as possible, to agcer-
tain the opinion of the congregation on this
matter, so a3 an amicable agreement of views
raay be atlained to, and the singing in public
worship may be improved and performed in
the best mauner possible in accordance with
the injunction of the General Assembly.” The
cougregation numbers 1000, of whom 700
are communpicants, and as yet, we believe,
there are no dissentiexts to the memorial.

We hear that it is contemplated to introduce
organs into the Old and New Parish Churches
of Ayr at no distant date. So far as we ean
learn, the proposal has met with the all but un-
animous approval of the two congregations.

The congregation of the East Church, Dun-
dee, has cordially agreed to the orgau.

We understand that an effort is being made
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to introduce an organ into St. Marnock’s
Church, Kilmarnock. Subscriptions to a cen-
siderable amouant have already been promised.

The Gtasgow Herald- understauds that ar-
rangements are being made to introduce an
organ into the parish church at Dundonald
immediately after the completion of the repairs
which are presently in progress.

On Sunday evening last, a sermon to the Sab-
bath-school children and young people of the
congregation of St. Paul's Parish Church was
delivered by the Rev. Thomas Monro, of Camp-
sic. An unusual interest was attached to the
service of the evening owing to an intimation
that the singing would be accompanied by the
harmonium. The church was crowded in every
part, several ministers and numercus elders of
various congregations being observed among
the audience, and the collection, which was in
aid of the school fund, was unusaally liberal.
‘We understand that already a movement, com-
menced so energetically as ta secure success,
hag been made with the view of having an in-
strument attached, en permanence, to the ser-
vices of this congregation.— Glasgow Herald,

Last Sunday, we understand that a docu-
ment was read expressing the unanimous opin-
ion of the kirk session of the Canongate
Cbarch, Edinburgh, in favor of a change in the
form of worship in church to the effect of stand-
ing at singing and *“kneeling” at prayer. The
proposed change was recommended by both
ministers, and it was intimated that a meeting
of the congregation would be called with the
view of, if possible, securing unanimity on the
subject.

IRELAND.—A new movement has been com-
menced by Dr. Cullen, in a requisition signed
by him and all his fellow bishops, with balf-a-
dozen little-known members of Parliament,
and calling on the Mayor of Dublin to hold a
naceting for the threefold object of a perfect
tenant-right bill, the overthrow of the Estab-
lished Church, and a perfectly open and un-
restricted cducation. The respectable Roman
Catholics and their organs in the press have
hitherto held aloof from the agitation, and the
revolutiorary party, for whose support the
priests are bidding, is ominously careful not to
commit itself.

France—The battle in the National Re-
formed Church is growing fiercer and fiercer as
the time for the elections approaches. The
orthodox organ, L'lspésance, has brought out
a supplement week by week, to combat the
violent but clever Protestant Libéral, and both
papers go gratuitously the round of the Paris
electers. Every possible agency is pressed
into use, even evangelists. Aod in reading the
virolent papers of the Rationalist side one
wmight fancy them the offspring of ultramont-
anist pens. This, with a growing manifestation
of infidelity in sermons, opens the eyes of
many. And there i3 no doubt that they will
lose once more. To use the words of the
Revue Chrétienne, which is spreading more and
more widely among 1he educated and thought-
fal, the point is to knuw whether Christianity
is a supernatural and revealed fact, or whether
it is but one of the forms which .religious sen-
timent adopts in its eternal progress ; whether
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the Reformed Church of ¥rance has any kind
of religious basis, or whether it is an arena
opened to the most opposite assertions and the
boldest negations.

Romanism is marvellously and cleverly at
work in the provinces and in dark corners of
Pagis. It is wonderful what & stimulant it
finds in Protestant zeal. School after school,
church after church, and even booksand tracts,
and almanacs follow our zealous labourers to
counteract them. The very telling calumny
that money is told out to all who join the Pro-
testants, turng awsy honest hearts who do not
choose to pass for mendicants, and cause an
influx of loose characters, against which ou.
provincial brethren especially have to becn
their guard.

The British and Foreign Bible Society have
opencd a depdt in Pariz, in the Rue Saint
Honoré, near the Place Vendéme ; it is & hand-
some and attractive shop, and was & great
desideratum.

The Bible Society of France, formed this
year from the orthodox and protesting mem-
bers of the Pretestant Bible Society, bad sold,
up to November the lst, 3120 copies of the
Holy Scriptures, and had received the adhesion
of eighty-seven Reformed Churches, one Lu-
theran Church, and three Independent. The
donations up to that time amounted to 25,00
francs.

Irary.—In Intra, the excellent Evangelical
schools, superior in every respect to those of
the priests, have encountered incredible diffi-
culties from monks, nuns, and episcopal appeals
to the prejudices of the people. As the public
had been constituted the judges, the evangelist
wisely entered, the lists with the bishop, and
earnestly invited the magistracy and the work-
ing classes to be present at various public
school examinations ; the result of which bas
been to crowd all the classes with the Evan-
gelical and Roman Catholic youth of the dis-
trict.

In the town of Parma a dying Evangelical
has lately been subjected, on the part of a
bigoted lady of rank, to a sort of ceaseless tor-
ment io the public hospital, which has bappily

: led to the laying down of a new and l.beral

code of rules for that institution, the Evangeli-
cal pastor being permitted at all times to see
the members or adherents of his church, and
the interfering parties on this occasion, who
belong to a religious order, having had their
right to enter when they liked withdrawn. In
this same town, where the preaching of the’
Word hes been greatly blessed, at the funeral
of a man who had lately passed over from the
Church of Rome to the ranks of the Evangeli-
calg, & great crowd was collected to hoot and
howl, and break windows, and insult the dead.
The town gusards alone saved the peace of the
town from being seriously disturbed.

Florence has just seen a young Evangelical
turned away from a printing-office because of
his faith, whereas in the Evangelical Claudiar
Press, which had a first visit lIately from the
gensd’armes, there are only three profissed
Evangelicals among the thirty workmen of the

| establishment, no religions test being applied.

In Pistoia, for six or eight months back, the



120

Gospel had been making considerable head,
and the priestly passions have been stirred up
in an unusoal degree. Serious disturbanzes
have taken place, out the work goes on in the

|
!

. new chiarch, which was secured after immease |

exertion and many frilures. In Lucca, the
new church—a freehold property of the Wal
denses—was crowded at the cpening service in
November. Many country-people were there,
whom the priests had nade believe that the
Evangelicals slavghtered and offered up cautle
in sacrifice to the devil! The disappointment
of some of the assembly, whose curiosity had
been greatly excited at not seeing the ox led
forth and slain, was very great, and they were
overheard making rather uncomplimentary,
observations about their priests as they left
the church.

Trrrey.—There is much talk in Constanti-
nople about a religious reform demanded by 2
large number of the Mussulman population.
The number varies daily, and, from 1500, has,
ky report, reached as high as 8§0,000. This re-
form, for the present, has no connection with
Christianity, but with the history of the Koran,
and the interpretations of its four great com-
mnentators, bLitherto blindiy followed. The

Koran itself has never been printed here, but

is always sold in manuscript, nor has it been
translated, cxcept by the Persians. It is in
very simple language, casily understood in 113

external and natural meaning. but to every :

verse 1s attached an -internal” or *f spiritual” . . X
; - penditure no less than 110,000/, are spent on

meaning, which can oniy bc obtained through
] teacher.

The present reformers now claim .

that it should be printed, translated into Turk- :

ish, and made accessible to every one. They
are against polygamy, in favour of drinking
wine, abolishing the fast of Ramazan, and
claim that no man is an infidel or gizour who

believes in the Old and New Testaments, both -

of which volumes they accept, and consider 25
hely.  They have peritioned for a mosque for

themselves, and to be recognired as & sect. .
The Government has dericd this request for .

the present, but it is supposed that the very
highest digmiaries of the capital greatly favour
the reform.

Ixp1a.—BevGat.—In the neighbourhood of
Calcutta, few things excite greater aitention
among mission-rics al the present time than
the strange progress ¢f FUMALE EDUCATION.
Oilier agencies are active. nnd, ag in past
years, ConURUC ia variouns ways te win success.
Bazaar preaching. British institutions, pastoral
care of churches, and the spread of Christian
lterature, sull contribute as uscfully as ever
to advance the hingdom of Christ. But itis
in female cducation. which occupics o new
position in the city, that cspecial interest is
feit. Al one of their recent mectings the mem-
bers of the Caleutta Mussionary Conference en-
deavoured to gather the latest information as
to its position and progress. and the resuit was
of the most graufving kind. Where three
years ago two or thoee ladies were engagedan
Zenana weork, there are now at least twelve:
the lady who began with two houses. now
<isits cight or ten: and on all sides are found

willing scholars as well as careful workess, -

Truth, too, is being felt as weil as tanght
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The painful spectacle of ¢ divided house which,
in the progress of its work amid error, it is the
lot of Christianity to produce, is at times to be
secen amongst us; and as elsewhere it is the
gentle nature of woman that grasps the loving
words of the Gospel, while the harder heart of
man dallies, compromises, and delays. A per-
iodical has recently been commenced, intended
spe ially for educated women. :

1 am sorry to say that this kind of education
scarcely prevails anywhere in Northern India,
except in Calcutta and its neighbourhood. It
is reaily based on the greater enlightenment of
educated gentlemen. Th's class is very large
in the city, and of late has gained great influ-
ence ; indecd the ancient class of Hindu priests
who once held such peworful sway is here ex-
tinct, and modern ideas rule society. But the
farther you travel from Calcutta, the iessis
that enlighterment felt.

General cducation is growing in India,
though not so rapidly as the friends of enlight-
cnment desire.  The real difficalty in the mat-
ter lies in the vastness of the field, and the
fewness of the willing labourers. Recent re-
searches show that in British schools, colleges,
and institutions, the whole number of scholars
amounis {0 about 70,000, of whom 25,000 are
in Government institutions, and 23,090 in mis-
sionary, and 22,000 in private, schools. In
Bengal, Government help is given almost
entirely to the British colleges and schools for
the upper classes; and of the entirc Indian ex-

this part of the empire.

The Government are anxious to increase
their vernacular efforts ; and thus it arose that
last yest they spent on education generally
552,300{., 100,100!. more than they ever spent
before. During the present year - additional
100,00C!. will be granted to this department.
1i 15 to the system of grants-in-aid that special

! atiention is now given, and the rules under

which they are distributed are growing more
liberal every year.

The agents of the various missionary socie-
ties have transmiticd accounts of the disns-
trous results of the terrible cyvclone which had
swept over those and other parts of India. Ajl
speak of the destruction of mizsion property, and
appeal to British iiberality to repair the losses
thus sustained. though the full extent of these
are not et known., A most vivid description
of one of the many scenes of devasiation is
given hy the Rev. CL B Driberg. of Tollygunge.
He remarks that there has been no sach harri-
cane since 1737, It was blowing a perfect tor-
nada, beneath the violence of which the church
and school-house (both happiiy empty) had
given way.

Towards Diamond Harbour, at the exireme
roint of the mission, the crclone was still more
severely felt:—In addition to the rain and
wind there, the aw{ul siorm-wave rose iwenty
feet high! and in & moment swept away houses,
and coitages, and human beings, and eattle,

< and grain of every Kind—dundreds perished

here. We had a smail church. numbering
some twelve or sixteen souls: I have had no
tidings of them ; T am afraid they have perished.

Dr. Mullens, of the l.ondon Societlies mis-
sion at Calcutta, sars, that at Diamond Har-
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bour the storm-wave rushed inland for eight
miles. “ Here e adds, *the loss of life is
greatest. Not 3 than three thousand people,
with five or six thousand farm bullocks, must
have been drowned.” Relief to the survivors
was prompt and efficient. A Geaeral Cyclone
Fund was at once commenced, & committee
was appointed, «nd food was forwarded to the
- famishing.
The accounts from Masulipatam. on the Te-
lugu coast, which have come to hand since
sthose from Calcutta, are most distressing. One
leiter says that the native town is entirely
washed away, and that five thousand natives at
least have perished. Masulipatam is the centre
of the Church Missionary Society’s operations
among the Telugt population ; the Society will,
therefore, have to tell of losses which it has
sustained, both there and at Calcutta, though
of these we have at present no intelligence.

Taniti—The latest news from Tahiti gives
a most favourable view of the progress of the
French Protestant mission.  Old congrega-
tions which hau become almost defunct, have
again revived.  Sunday-schools have been
opened in & number of places. Three thousard
copics of the Bible, sent from London, have
found =« speedy market, though each copy was
sold at the high price of eight shillings. A
service has also been begun specially for the
French-spesking population. Messrs. Arbous-
set and Atger have extended their efforts to
neighbouring islands.

New Zraraxp.—While war has been devas-
tating some other parts of the island, the last

i
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annual letter from the two Church missionaries
in the Kaitaia district show that during the
year they have met with much encouragement.
Thirty adults have Leen admitted by them into
the visible Church of Christ.

In another district—Opotiki—we read of the
natives having worked hard all the year to get
the timber sawn for their new church, and to
raise money to pay the carpenters fur erecting
it, the cost being more than £600. During
this period, the people gave every indication
of loyalty, and sent deputations to the Gorer-
nor to assure him that they had no intention
of joining in the war. As the year drew to &
clc-e, however, they came to another determi-~
Lation.  The change was brought about thus:
A feast was being held, the Queen’s flag had
been hoisted, and there was great rejoicing,
when a Romish priest appeared upon the scene,
bringing a letter from the rebel party of Wai-
kato. The missionary, at first, did not believe
this; but he goes on to say: “ When I asked
the priest whether he bad brought the letter,
he hesitated a little, and then answered in the
affirmative ; and in going out with me, be told
me the contents of it, which were that all the
Maoris in the Bay of Plenty and the East Coast
were to come at once and drive the Europeans
away, of whom the writer spoke in an offensive
way. From that moment the prople, step by
step, became more deeply involved in the war.”

So, too, we read that at Turanga the priests
have stated, without reserve, that they do not
belong to the English nation, and that if the
natives will embrace the Romish faith, the Em-
peror of the French will take them under his
protection.

.

Arheles Selected.

—

GEORGE NEUMARK'S HTMN.

Ix Fotr CuAPTERS.
1.

<aps® H E Thirty Years War was
< over, and Germany rested from
blood. Two vears after the

living in onc of the narrowest and
.lthiest lanes of Hamburg. No
one visited him, and all that they
of the house knew of him was that
for the most part of every day he
played his violoncello with such
skill and cxpression that they
thronged round his door to eatch
the mausic. His custom was to go out about
midday and dine in a low restaurant frequented
by beggars; for the rest, ke would go ont in
the twilight with something under kis shabby
cloak, and it was alwars noted that he paid
his bill the day after such an expedition. This
had not cscaped the curiosity of Mistress Jo-
hannsen, his iandlady, and kaving quictly fol-
Jowed him one cvening. hie stopyed, 1o ber dis-
may, at the shop of a well-hnown pawnbroker,
It was all plain now; and the goodnatured

peace 8 roung man was

] woman determined to help him if she could.

A few days after, she tapped at his door, and
was filled with pity 10 find nothing in the room
but her own scanty furniture. All the rest
had been removed, save the well-known violon-
cello, which stood in a corner of the window,
whilst the young man sat in the opposite win-

: dow-corner, his head buried in his hands.

“Mr. Neumark,” said the landlads, “don't
take it ill that I make so free as to visit you;
but as you bsve not left the house for two
days, and we have bad no music, I thought
sou might be sick. If ] conlddoanythin ”

* Thant yous.my good woman,” he answered
wearily. and with a sad gratitude in his tone.
“1 am not confined to hed, and I have no fever;
but ! am iil—very ill.”

“ Surely, then, rou ought to go 1o bed ™

¥ No,” he replicd quickly, and blushed deeply.

# OF, but you must,” cricd Mistress Johaan-
sen, boldly. “ Now just allow me. I'man old
womsan, old enough 10 be your mother, and 1
will just see if your bed is all vipht.”

““Pray dont troudble yourself,” he repiied,
aad sprang up quickly before the bedroom
doaor.

It was toolate, however; for the good woman
had already seen that there was nothing but a
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-dad

bag of straw, and that same shabby mantle in
which he made the evening jouraeys.

“ My good woman,” said Neumark, guickly,
% zou are perbaps afraid that 1 will not pay the
next rent; but make yourself easy; I am poor,
but honourable. 1t is sometimes hard enough,
but 1 bave never been left utterly destitute yet.”

4 3r. Neumark,” she replied, with some hesi-
tation, and after mustering all ber courage,
tye have little ourselves, but sometimes more
than enough~—as, for instance, to-day ; and as
vou have not been out, if you would allow
me———

The young man coloured deeply again, rose
from Lis seat, walked up and down the room,
and then, with apparent effort, said, “ You are
right. 1 have not caten to-day. ”

Without ‘waiting for another word, the land-
ia2dy bad left the room, apd in a few minutes
returned laden with dinner.

¢t You must not take it ill,” she begun, when
dinner was over; ‘“but you are surely not a
pative of our town. Do you mnot know any
one here 77

“No one. Iam astranger; and you are the
first person ihat bas spoken to me kindly. May
God bless you !”

“Well now, if it would not be rude, I would
like to ask you some questions. Whoare yon?
TWhat is your name? Where do you come
from ? What is your busipess? Are you a
musician? Are your parents alive? What
are you doing ia Hamburg ?”

Breathless rather than cxhausted, she stop-
ped, and the young wman, smiling at his good-
natured catechist, began :—“My name is George
Neumark. My parents were poor towasfolk of
Miahlbauvsen, and are both dead. 1 was born
there nine-and-twenty vears 8go, on the 16th
March, 1621. There have been hard times ever
since, and I have bad to eat, and ofien first to
seek, oy daily bread with tears. Yet 1 must
not be impatidnt, and murmur and sin against
the Lord my God. I know that be will help
me at the last”

* But how did you think to get your living 7"
interrupted the landlady.

¢ { studied jurisprudence : and there I fear 1
made a fatal misiake, since both by disposition
znd from love to my Saviour ! am a man of
peace, and cannot take to these quarrels and
processes. Had 1 understood my God's will
when I commenced those studies, it bad been
betler. But to coniinue my story: for ten
years I suffered hunger and thirst enongh at
the Latin school of Schicusingen, a Little town
in the neighbourhood of my birthplace, where
1 learned that the wisdom of this world wiil
not bring me bread.  Then, at two-an i-twenty
T went to Konigsherg to sindy law. It wag
far to jovraey, but 1 fled from the hideous strife
that wasied my fatherland. 1 avouded the
horrors of war, but oniy to fall into the equal
horrat of fire, and 1 soon lost by the flamea all
I biad, 10 the last far.hing, 2nd was a baggar.”

¥ My poor man! I:d not that feave you in
despair 77

“1 won't appear better than [ wasg; and asl
strove in the greatcity, without friend or help,
my heart sapk, batihe dear God had merey
on me, and if | bore the cross, 1 lived well in
body and soul.”

—
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¢ Why, what had you to live on ?”

¢ The gifit of (iod. You must know that I
am a poet, and wmpay have heard that I have
some readiness in playing the violoncello, and
by these I found many friends and benefactors,
who beiped me indeed sparingly enough.”

# And aid you remain in Kénigsberg till you
came here?”

¢ No,"” he answered, righing heavily. ¢ After
five years I went to Danzig, in the hope of
earning breid there, and finding that a f?se
bope, went on to Thors, and there succeeded
beyond my expectation. God brought to me
wany a dear sou} that took me for friend and
brother. But for all that I could find no offi-
cial position, and so 1 determined at last to
geek in my native town what was denied me
elsewhere. Hamburg lay in my way, and as
1 passed tbrough it & voice seecmed to say to
e : * Abide here, and God wili supply thee.
But it must have been the voice of my owa
will : for you know now that things are not
bright with me here.”

“But tell me,” said the landlady, ¢ what
office do you seek ?”

2 1f it were God's will, T could earn my bread
at scrivening, or a clerkship of any sort.”

* Then you #re not & musician 77

“Welll am, and I am not. I can play a
little, Lut for my pleasure, not tc win bread.
This violin i3 my only friend in the world.”

¢ But bow do you live 7"

“My good woman,” he gaid with a faint
smile, “1 could tell you much of the wonder-
ful goodness and mercy of God to me in all my

misery. It is true [ bave now nothing left but
this dear old violin. But you nnow Mr.
Siebert? He bas a clerkship vacant, and beis

to answer my application to-dsy. 1 believe it
i3 time for me to be with bhim, so you maost
excuse me.”

11N

Nathan Hirsch, the Jew pawnbroker, dwelt
in one of the parrow, crooked lanes that led
down to the harbour. He listened from mora-
ing till night to the music of the steps that
crossed his threshold. Late one evening =«
young man in 2 shabby cloak cntered the musty
shop.

- Good evening, Mr. Neumark,"” said theJew.
“ What brings you so Iate? Have you no
patience till the morning 7"

* No, Nathan ; if I had waited till the morn-
ing, perhaps 1 had not come at all. What will
sou gice me for this violoncello.”

f“Now, what am [ o do with this greas
fiddle 77 drawled the Jew,

“That you know perfectly weli, Nathan.
Put it in the corner there behind the clotbes,
where no one will see it.. Now, what will yoa
give me for it ?”

Nathan took it up, examined it on every
side, nnd said, as he laid it dowo,

4 What wall I give vou? Isit fortwopence-
worth of wand and a couple of old sirings? 1

t have seen fiddles with silver and mother-of-

peard ; but there i2 nothing here bat lumber.™

4 Hear me,” g2'd Neumank. @ Fall five years
long 1 boarded, farthing by farthing, full five
senrs 1 sefered hunger and pain, before [ bnd
the five pounds tbat bought this instrument
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Lend me two on it. You shall have thres
should I ever redeem it.”

The Jew flung up his hands.

“Two pounds! Hear him! Two pounds
for a pennyworth of wood! What am I to do
with it, if you won't redeem it.”

tt Nathan,”—and the young man spoke low
and strong—*¢ you don’t know how my whole
soul is in this violin. It is my last eartbly
comfort, my only earthly friend. I tell thee, [
might almost as well pawn my soul as it.
Wouldgt thou have my soul ?”

“* Why not? Andif you did not redeem it,
it would be mine. But what would the Jew
do with your soul

« Hush, Jew. Yet the fault was my own.
The Saviour whom thy people crucified hag re-
deemed my soul, aud I am His. [ spoke in the
lightness of despair. But I am His, and He
will never suffer me to want. It is hard when
1 must sacrifice the last and dearest. But He
will help me. I will pay thee back.”

# Young man, you wili not deceive me with |

these vain hopes. The last time, did you not
tell me that a rich merchant would belp you 7”

“ Sicbert? Yes. 1 weat to him at his own
hour, ard be said I came too late: the place
was given toanother. Am Itobpar the pensalty
of the conduct of others?’

1 deal with you, and not with others,” re-
turped the Jew coldly. ¢ Take your great
fiddle away.”

' Nathen, you know I am a stranger here.
Remember when you were a stranger, and the
Christian helped the Jew. I Know no one bu:
vou. Give me but thirty shillings.”

# Thirty shillings! Have I not said already
that no merchant can give thirty shillings for
a pennyworth of wood 7"

“ Thot art a hard and cruel man.” Aand
with the ¢ words Neumark snatched up hia
beloved violoncello and rushed out of the shop.

* Stop, stop, young man,” cried the Jew;
‘' trade is trade. I will give you one pound.”

* Thirty shillings, Nathan. To-morrow [
mast pay one pound, and how am I to live?
Have mercy.”

“1 have sworn that I will not give thirty
shillings : but out of old friendship I will give
you five-and-twenty : that is (you will note),
with a penny interest on e.ery florin for eight
days, and for the next week twopence, and if
vou cannot pay me then, it is mine. Now,
what am I 10 do with this great piece of wood 7°

#3tis hard : but I must submit. May God
have mercy on me ¥

“He is 2 good and faithful God, the God of
my fathers, and He helped me mauch, or I conld
not afford to lose by such bargaing as this.
Twelve pence and four-and-tweniy pence make
siz-and-thirty. I may /s well take it off the
five-and-twenty shillings. It will save you
bringing it back here.

Ncumark made no answer. lc was gazing
at his violoncello, while the tears rolied silently
down his cheek.

# Nathan, I have but one request. You don't
know how hard it is to part from that violin.
For ten years we have beren together. IF 1
tave pothing elsc 1 have it; at the worst jt
spoke 10 me, and sung back all my courage
aud bope. Ten tjmee rather wonld 1 give you

123

my heart’s blood than this beloved comforter.
Of all the sad hearts that have left your door,
there has been none 8o sad a3 mice.”

His voice grew thick, and he paused for a
moment.

¢ Just this one favour you must do me, Na-
than—to let me play once more upon my
violin.”

And he burried to it without waiting for an
answer. e

“ Hold!” cried the Jew, in a passion ; ¢ the
zhop should have been closed an hour ago but
for you and your fiddle. Come to-morrow, or

better, not at all.”

¢ No—to-day—now,"” returned Neumark, “I
must say farewell,” and seizing the instrument,
and half-embracing it, he sat down on an old
chest in the middle of the shop, and began a
tune so exquisitely soft that the Jew listened
in spite of himself. A few more straing, and
he sang to his own melody two stanzas of the
hymn—

“Life is weary, Saviour take me.”

“Enough, enough,” broke in the Jew. ¢ What
is the uze of all this lamentation? You have
five-and-twenty shillings in your pocket.”

But the musician was deaf. Absorbed in his
own thoughts, he played on. Suddenly the
key changed. A few bars, and the meledy
poured itself out anew ; but, like a river which
runs into the sunshine out of the shade of sutlen
banks, be sang iouder, and his face lighted up
with happy smiles— $

“ Yet who knows ? the cross is precious.”

* That's better. Stick by that,” ~houted the
Jew. ‘“And don't forget that you have five-
and-twenty shillings in your pocket. Now.
then, in a fortnight the thing is mine if you
have not redeemed it.” And he turned aside,
multering mechanically, “ but what am 1T to do
with a great piece of lumber wood 2"

Neumark laid bis violin gently back in tho
corner, and murmured ¢ Ut fial dicina solunias,
As God will. T am still:” and withouta word
of adicu, left the shop.

As he rushed outinto the pight, he stumbled

. agamnst & man who seemed te have been listen-

ing to the music at the door.

# Pardon me, sir, but may I ask if it was
you who played and sung so beautifully just
now "

“Yes,” suid Neumark, burriedly,2nd pushed on.

. The stranger scized hold of his closk—

# Pardon me, I am but a poor man, but that
hymn you sung has gone through my very soul.
Could you tell me, perhaps, where I might get
a copy 7 I am only a servany, bat I would give
a florin to get this hymn—tbat was just writtes,
1 do believe, for myself”

* My good fricnd,” replied Neumark, gently,
“1 will willingly fulfil your wish without the
ficrin. Ma; 1 ask wha you are ¥

“Joha Guiig, at your service, and in the
bouse of the Swedish Ambassador, Baron von
Roesenkranz.”?

* Well, come carly to-morrow morning. My
name i3 George Neumark ; and you will find
me at Mistress Jobannsen's, in tbe Crooked-
l lane. QGood wight

(1o be continuced.)




OUR WINDOW GARDEN.

I a dingy-looking row of houses in one of
the worst neighhourhoods of London i3 our
Nission Room. Within allis presentable encugh
—our room is small, but clean and tidy ; the
walls are nicely papered, and tastefully deco-
rated with texts of Scripture, etc.; so thaton
a winter's evening, with the blind drawn
down, lighted lamp, cheerful fire, and a goodly
campany of mothers assemnbled, we counld not
wizh for anything more comfortable. But
wiihout, all 15 not so inviting. Opposite 10 uy
are some houses ; more dingy and dutl-looking
than our own, with most of the windows
broken, stuffed with rags, or plastered with
paper, and all in a dirty, dilapidated state.
Into their back-yards or gardens we can also
see, and on a summer's evening, there are the
pigeon-flyers sending off their pigeons, men
smoking their pipes, women gossiping, children
playing, rabbits feeding, «nd poor lean chick-
ens pecking away at the stones.

We cannot say there is “right stv ~bhove;
no, for though we put our heads out of window
and Jook upward, even then ‘he smoky, murky
atmosphere prevents sceing Heaven’s true blue.
These bouses swarm with inbabitants, the first,
second, and third floors are all let out to dif-
ferent sets of lodgers, even to the cellar-
kitchen, which is generally occupied by a
family of six or seven. 1 once watched five
young city Arabs, evidently sll one family,
wild an®dirty, with scarce a vestige of cloth-
g oa, rush up these cellar-stairs, through the
open door, out into the back-yard, to make
their "escape from a virego who closely fol-
lowed them, wish Janguage that made one
shudder to hear. In the cellars and the gar-
‘rets of houses such sz these in some of the
streets of London, what misery has yet to be
searched out before its breadth and depth can
be fully known!

It was ore warm summer's afternoon that [
stood at our window and looking on the scene
before us, felt how depressing its influence on
my mind, evea for an hour—what must it be
for a life ? Only the week previous I had bad
a conversation with a friend on the subject of
window-gardening for the London poor, and
the subject now crossed my mind. Those
windows might be cleaner, and a potor two of
flowers might make cven this plsce iook
brighter. What if we should set the example,
and bave tlie window-garden ir our Mission
Room, perhaps these poor folk might be
tempted to follow our cxample. But then
arose the difficuliies. Who would water and
tend the flowers, for no Bible-woman lived
there ? What if the flowers would not grow ?
What if the boys should throw stones at them,
as they sometimes did 2t our windows? Qur
window-garden seemed at that moment an
impossibility ; howerer, we talked the matter
over that evening at our Mothers' Meeting, and
the result was, that one offered that her hus-
band, who was a * handy man " when sober,
would make the box; another, the first-floor
lodge: below, offered to water the flowers
every evening; and & next-door neighbour
would see 10 1t that her big boy should keep

the boys from throwing stones ; and the crown- .
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ing offer of all was, when one woman said she
would go early in the morning down into
Whitecross Street and buy for me beautiful
flowers, and so cheap—pots of mignonnette
one penny and three halfpence each. After
this, could we help having a window-garden ?

Accordingly the handy man made a good
strong box, and fastened it securely on the
window-sill with two small pnicces of iron.
Two wires were fixed at the opposite corners
of the box, crossing each other in tha form of
an arch.

Charcoal was put in the bottom of the box,
and then some moss, which is always kept
moist and damp—a sort of plunging bed—into
which our pots were placed. At the two
opposite corners we put a Virginian creeper
and & canariensis which we chose should run
over these wires, and mid-way, as our first
attempt, and to encourage the effort of our
kind friend, we placed cight pots of migno-
nette, really purchased in Whitecross Street,
from the men who go about early in the morn-
ing with barrows full of flowers, mostly with-
out roots.

Our box, however, was not quite satisfac-
tory, and we all agreed that beneath an arch
of green we wanted bright flowers, so in a little
time the mignonetie was replaced by pots
of scarlet and sweei-scented geraniums and
=erbenas, which, when our window was thrown
open, really produced a very pretty effect.

. Ap old watchmaker, whose window was
exactly opposite our own, took deep interest
in our proceedings. Whenever we looked up,
we could see him peering at us through his
spectacles, forgetting his work altogeibker ; so
that bis wife, who had also inspected us keenly
for a few moments, snd evidently thought it
some new-fangled nonsense, bad every now
and then to come forwurd and administer a
good push at his back, to remind him, we sup-
posed, that be had something better to do than
watch a few paltry flowers, for we noticed the
old man, after this rebuke, worked away most
vigorously. But all in vain, in a few moments
up went his head, and down went his hands,
until at 1sst the angry woman could bear it no
longer, and she dashed down the window in
bis face, the dirt of whbich completely shut out
the view of the flowers, and the poor old man,
we suppose, more Steadily pursued his work.

It would have amused and made glad many
hearts to have witnessed the delight and heard
the different exclemations of the women on
entering the Mission Room, and seeing for the
first time the flowers, which they knew and felt
were placed there for their gratification.
“Well, 1t is beautiful,” said one, ¥ to see the
flowers all a-blowing and a-growing insucha
place as this.” “J declare it makes me feel
young again,” said another, “ for it reminds
me of the flowers I used to seo in the green-
bouse when I was servant in the country.”
“ Yes, and it makes me think,” said a miser-
able-looking young woman, who had stood
looking for a long time at our garden, ‘it
makes me think of my poor mother, who
always had a flower-pot in her cottage window,
and she used to be so proud of it L0o ; but that
was when I was a girl, different to what I am
now.” .
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One of our opposite neighbours, almost a
new comer, & poor washerwoman, who used
the back-yard as a drying ground, when she
entered said, * How beautiful these flowers
are! When I grow tired of my washing, [ come
out into the yard and look up at them, and I
feel better!”

How glad we were that we had a window-
garden! Time passed, and our flowers bloomed
beautifully. The sun did not shine too bright-
1y, neither did the rain come too soon, to spoil
their blcssoms; and before the summer was
ended, in our room and the opposite one, we
counted nine-and-thirty windows with each
some little imitation of our window-garden.
Rude wooden boxes, filled with nasturtiums or
mignonette, solitary pots with a sigle plant, or
in some cases, after a day’'s hcliday in the
country, a large jug full of flowers placed on
the window-sill, fastened by a cord nailed on
each side of the window.

Afier the flowers came the birds, and ina
little time there was quiie a chorus from our
neighbour’s birds ; so that, as one woman said,
“What with the flowers, and the birds singing,
we could almost think we were in the coun-
1’)’-”

But now the summer i3 ended, and the
winter is coming, and what shall be done with
our box? If we can have it enclosed with
glass we may yet have flowers in the winter;
we must sec. The handy man believes be can
make a glass cover to it.

Three beautiful fuchsias, all in brilliant
blossom, were sent by a kind friend for our
Mission Window-Garden. * Too good,” said
one. ‘ No,” replied another, * our Lady
thinks nadbing too good for us.”

We were glad to hear this; her words went
10 our heart. We felt the good woman to be
right; nothing could be too good tbat in the
least degree should tend to raise our fellow-
creatures, and we thought of the great and
exceeding love of Iim which first found expres-
sion in giving to man “every herb bearng
seed which is upon the face of all the earth,
and every tree in ihe which is the fruit of &
tree yielding seed,” and afterwards rose to its
bighest manifestation when “ He so loved us,
that He gave Himself for us ;" and we remem-
bered the words that He spake, ¢ Little chil-
dren, a2 new commandment [ give unto you,
that ye love another; as I have loved you,
that ye also love one another.”

GREGORY NAZIANZEN TO HIMSELF.

Where are the wing'd words ? Lost in the air.
Where the fresh flower of youth and glory ?
Gone.
The strength of well-knitlimbs? Brought low
by care.
Wealth ? Plundered ; none possess but God
alone. .
\Where those dear parents who my life first
gave.
And where that holy twain, brother and sis-
ter? In the grave.

My fatherland alone to me is left,
And heaving factions flood my country o'er;
Thus, with uncertain steps, of all bereft,
Exiled and homeless, childless, aged, ppor,
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No child mine age to soothe with service sweet,
I live from day to day with ever-wandering
feet.

What lies before me? Where shall set my day ?
Where shall these weary limbs at length re-
pose ?
What hospitable tomb receive my clay ?
What hands at last my failing eyes shall

close ?

What eyes will watch me? Eyes with pity
fruught ?

Some friend of Christ? Or those who know
him not ?

Or sball no tomh, as in a casket, lock
This frame, when lzid a weight of breathless
clay ?
Cast forth unburied on the desert rock,
Or thrown in scora to birds and beasts of
prey;
Consumed and cast in handfuls on the air,
Left in some river-bed to perish there ?

This as thou wilt, the day will all unite
Wherever scatter'd, when thy word is said :
Rivers of fire, abysses without Jight,
Thy great tribunal, these alone are dread.
And thou, O Christ, my King art fatherland to
me,
Strength, wealth, eternal rest, yea all I find in
thee! .
From the Greek.

The greatness of the glory cternal consists
not oaly in the eternity of its duration, but in
its intention also, as being supreme, and with-
nut limits in its excellency. Such is the beauty
of righteousness, such is the joy of that Eternal
light,of that immutable Truth and Wisdom, that
although we were not to continue in it above
one day, yet for so short a tune, a thousand
years in this life, replenished with delight, and
abundance of all goods temporal, were justly to
be despised : One day in 1hy Courls is beller
than a thousand. And if those joys of Heaven
were short, and those of ecarth eternal, yet we
ought to fursake these for those. What shall it
be to possess them for an eternity, when the joy
of each day shall be equivalent to many years?

A peregrination is this life; and what pas-
senger is s besotted with the pleasures of the
way, that he forgets the place whither he is to
go ? How comest thou to forget death, whither
thou travellest wiin speed, and canst not,
though thou desirest, rest one small minute
by the way? for time, although against thy
will, will draw thee along with it. The way of
this hie is not voluntary like that of travellers,
but necessary, like that of condemned persons,
from the prison unto the piace of exccution. To
Death thou standest condemned, whither thoun
art now going. How canst thou laugh?

JereMy TavLor.

Some peopie keep their magoifving glass ready
and the minute a religious emotion puts out its
head, they catch it and kill it, to look at it
through their microscope, and see if it is of the
right kind. Do you not know, my friends, that
you cannot love and be examining your love at
the same time ? Some people, instead cf get-
ting evidence by running in the way of life, take
a dark lantern, and get down on their knees,
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and crawl on the boundary up and down, to

make sure whether they have crossed it. If you -
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. ries of the wonders of Gol's wisdom and grace

want to make sure, run, and when you cowme :

in sight of the celestinl city, and hear the song
of the angels, then you'll know you're across.
Some people stay so near the boundary line,
that they cao hear the lions roar all the while.
—Lyman Beecher.

Too many learn how to live just when they
eome to die. The great principles wkich give
men peace in the hour of death would have

in the plan of salvation, and of regret that these
discoveries had not been made by them with the
rising instead of the setting sun of their Chris-
tian course in the world.

Now abide these three, Faith, Hope and
Charity. And the greatest cf these three is

* Charity, because by and by Faith is to be swal-
" up in sight, and hope in fruition, leaving Charity

given them power, had they known them,
throughout their lives. These great principles
heve been the property of the few in the past, |

ag the joy of their pathway and the power of
their usefulness in life; while thie many ten
thousands of [srael have waited until driven
into them by the stern necessity of the dying
bour, and then they have poured into the ears of

God and man the singularly commingled notes .

of ecstatic delight in their newly made dizcove-

only as the finally abiding one of the three in
Heaven; yet Faith in another sense is the great-
est here upon earth, as the first in the order o:
reception and working. If Love i3 necessary to
Faith to make it saving, Faith iz necessary to
Love for its very existence. Faith i3 the eye of
the svul tu perceive the ineffable love of &od,
and it i3 the sight of this wonderful love which
melts the heart of the sinner into love for God
in return. Fuith, until sight takes its place, 1s
the main spring of Love, end so the mainspring
of life.~ Higher Christian Life.

For 1he oy,

THE PARSEES. *

Among the natives of India there are none
who, a3 & class, are so distinguished for energy
and intelligence as the Parsees. Their ances-

tors were driven from Persia, in the middle of .

the seventh century, by the followers of Maho-
met; and after wandering about for a time in
search of a resting place, they settled at lastin

1

Gujerat, from which they have made their way
all over Western India, carrying with them
and faithfully retaining the religion of Zoroas- '
ter, with a devotion worthy of 3 better cause. '
The Zendavesta is the book upon which they -

profess to rest their faith: but they have
various other sacred writings, chiefiy written
in the Zand language, which is understood by
a few of the learned ounly. The objects of their
worship are—not the great supreme Being in
whom they profess to believe—bat the elemeats
of nature, the sun, fire, and the cow: while
they practize also a multitude of foolish and
superstitious rites, in order to proteci them-
selves from evil spirits.

It is a mournful sight to the ese of ihe
Christian 10 sce these men bowing down
on the shore at Bombay, in crowds, and
adoring the setting sua, while rejecting Ilim
who is the true light of the worid! Many
of them are highly cducated, and arc enlight-
encd so far as to have cast off many of the peca-
liar tenets of their own faith ; butlike too many
of the edacated natives of [ndia,they rest short in
deism, and turn away from the best gift that s
Buropean education can offer them, the know-
ledge of Christ, and salvation through him
alone.

In the exhibition in London, in 1862, was a
statue, which was much admired, of a noble
looking old man, in Uricntal dress.
sented the late Siv Jaumsetjee Jeejeebhoy of
Bombay, a Parsce, who was not more distin-
guished for his riches than for the liberal nse
which he made of them. He foannded several
hoapitals for the sick peor in Bombay and

It repre-

Pooua. brought in suppliesof water. excasated -

tanks and wells, and was most generous il
works of charity—a character which is kept uP
still by his family and by many others smong
the Parsees.

They have becomne alive of late to the advanta-
ges of female education, and have established
public schools for girls, at which hundreds of lit-
tle dark-eyed maidens are now receiving cduca-
tion. But unfortunately for them, their early
mdrriages oblige them to leave school just st
the time when their opening minds are best
fitted to receive the benefit of imstruction, any
being shut out by the inveterate prejudices of
their parents from rll knowledge of Christian
truth, and even from knowledge of the Eaglish
language, in whose literature they might gain
Christian ideas—the education of these daugh-
tors of India can do little to advance their troe
progress.  They have as tender and affectionate
heartz as: other women; but when sorrow
comes to ihem and they sce their dear oaes
borne away in sadness to the dismal tower of
silence where the vultures tear the dead—thers
iz no voice of comfort 10 say to them as to the
Cliristiana woman :  “ Thy brother shall risc
agrin'”  Many of them are surrounded by ali
the luxuries that wealth can procure: bu
money can give no answer to the question
¢, hat must Ido tobe saved ?” and rich as
they msy be. they are poor, indeed, compsared
to the humblest believer, who has her Bible in
her hand and her Saviour in her beart.

While living in India. and seeing the child-
ish characters and secluded lives of the women,
it is impossible not to be struck with the
thought of what the gospel has done for the
daughters of Britain ; it i5 not to anything in
themselves that they own their happy position,
but 1o the acknowledgment of the grand trmh
that before God “there is neither bond nor
free, there is neither male nor female, for ye are
aitone in Christ Jesus.” Weearnestly pray that
the day may yet come when India also shall re-
ceive this truth, and rejeice in the light and
tiberty of the children of God. Qurowncoun-
Ty wag ofes az deeply qunk in heathenism as
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«iheirs : the time was when upon our‘own moun-
tains the druids of old worshipped the sun and
kept alive a sacred fire like that of the Parsees,
‘being like them “ strangers from the covenant
-of promise, having no hope, and without God
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goodness of God, * made nigh by the blood of
Clrist,” it is that we may show our gratitude
by lives worthy of our true and holy faith, so
that all may be forced to confess its excellence
by the fruits which it produces in the hearts of

in the world ;* and if we are now through the I its followers.

Subbath Headings.

—

ANTICIPATIONS.
By tue Rev. H. Boxag, D.D.

2 HE Church of God on earthis not
1 . s what she seems; nay, is
what she seems not. Sheis
not a beggar, yet she scems
one; she is a King’s bride,
yet che seems not. It was so with
her Lord while here. He was not
what men thought Him ; He was
what they thought Him not.

Itis in this way that the world
is put to shame, its thoughts con-
founded, its greatness abased before God. And
it ig in this way that diviue wisdom gets large
space over which to spread itself, step by
step, and to oper out its infinite resources
slowly and with care (like one exhibiting
his treasures), that no part, no turn in all its
windings, may be left unobserved. It is pot
the result ounly that God desires that we should
gee and wonder at, but the process by which
it is reached, so unlikely to effect if, yet so
steadily moving forwaid to iis end, anc so
strangely successful in bringing about that
cnd. The planting of the *trees of God’in
Eden, in full strength and fruitfulness at once,
was not such an exhibition of wisdom as that
which we ourselves see in yearly process before
us, when (Fod, out of a small, shapeless seed,
brings a stately pine or pahmn.

In troth, this is the law of our world. It
night not be so at first in Eden, when only the
result was given to view; but it has been so
since, and is so now, for God is showing us
most minutely how ‘fearfully and wonderfully’
all things are made, and we among the rest,
in soul and in body, in our first birth and in
our second, in our naiural and in our spiritual
growth.

The tree in winter is not what it appears—
dead; nay, it is what it appears not—alive ;
full in every part, root, stem, and hranch, of
vigorous though hidden viwlity,—a vitality
which frosts and storms are but maturing, not
quenching.  All summer life is there; all
antamun fruitfulaess is there; thongh neither
visible. Tt wraps up within itsclf the germs
of future verdure, and swaits the coming
spring.  So is it with the Church, in this age
of wintry night ; for it is both night and winter
with her.  Her present condition ill accords
with her prospecis.  No ong, in looking at ber,
could guess what she either i3 or is to be—
could conceive what God has in store for her.
For cye has nothing to do with the sceing of it,
nor car with the bearing of it. No one, in

observing her garb or her deportment, or the
treatment she meets with at the hands of men,
or the sharp, heavy discipline through which
she is passing, could take the measure of her
hopes. Faith finds difficulty in realizing her
prospects, and she can bardly at times credit
the greatness of her heritage, when thinking of
what she is, and remembering what she has
been.

It often scems strange to us, and it must
seem much more so to unfallen beings, tbat
saints should be found at all in such a world,
—a world without God, a world of atheists, a
world that, from the days of Cain, has been
the rejecter of His Son, both as the sacrifice for
sin, and as the heir of all things. It is not on
such a spot that we should naturally expect to
find son3 ¢f Goa. Next to bell, it is the unlike-
liest place for a soul that loves God to dwell
in, even for & day; ena if a stranger, travers-
ing the universe in search of God's little flock,
His chosen ones, were to put to us the question,
¢ Where are they to be found?’ certainly he
would be astonished when told that they were
in that very world where Satan reigned, cnd
from which God had been cast out! Would he
not say, ‘Bither this is & mistake and a chance,
or else it is the very depth of unfathomable
wisdom?’ For we do not go to the crater's
slope for verdure , nor for flowers to the desert ;
nor for the plants of heaven to the shores of
the lake of fire. Yet it is so with the Church.
[t is strange, perhaps, to find a Joseph in
Egypt, or 2 Rahab in Jericho, or an Obadiah in
the house of Ahab; but itis more amazing to
find saicts in the world at all.

Yet they are bere. In spite of everything
ungenial in soil and air, they are here. They
never seem to become acclimatized, yet they
do not die out, but are ever renewed. The
enemy labours to uproot them, but they are
ineradicable. Nay : they thrive and besr fruit.
It is a miracie; bat yet so it is. ilere the
great Husbandmau is rearing His plants from
generation to peneration. Here the great
Potter fashions His vessels. lHere the great
Master-builder bews and polishes the stones
for His cternal temple,

Thus, then, one characteristic of the Church
is, the unlikeness of her present to her future
condition. It is this that marks her out; that
isolates her, a8 a gem in the beart of a rock, as
a vein of gold in a mine. Originally she
belonged to the mass; but she was drawn
apart from it, or it fell from off her, and left ber
alone, like a pillar among rains. Quiwardly
she retains much of her former seclf; but
inwardly she has undergone a change that has
asgimilated b r to ¢ the world to come.! Thus
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her affinities and her sympathies are all with
that better world. Her dwelling is still here,
and in exterpal appearance she is much as she
nsed to be; but the internal transformation
has made her feel that this is not ber home,
and filled her with anticipations of the city and
the kingdom to come, of which she has been
made the beir. Her kindred according to the
flesh are here ; butshe is now ailied to Jehovah
by the ties of blood, and this draws ber soul
upwards.

Cut off from a home and a heritage here, yet
assured of both hereafter, she of necessity lives
a life of anticipation. Giving credit to the
message of grace, and resting on the blood of
Him through whose cross that grace came
down to her, she anticipates her acquittal at
the judgment. Realizing her oneness with the
risen and ascended Christ, she feelsasif already
seated with Him in heavenly places. Looking
forward to the arrival of the King, she antici-
pates the Kingdom ; in darkness she anticipates
the light ; in sorrow, she anticipates the joy ; in
the night, she anticipates the morning; inshame,
she anticipates the glory. ¢ All are mine,” she
says ; ‘ whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or
the world, or life, or death, or things present, or
things to come ; all are mine : for | am Christ’s,
and Christ is God's! In these anticipations
she lives, They make up a large portion of her
daily being. They cheer her onward in spite
of the rough wastes she has to pass through.
They comfort her; or when they do not quite
succeed in this, they at least calm and soothe
her. They do not turn midnight into noon,
but they make it less oppressive, and take off
¢ the night side of nature.

‘1 am not what I seem,” she says to berself;
‘and this is joy. Iam not the beggared out-
cast that the world takes me for. 1am richer
fur than they. They have their riches now;
but mine are coming when theirs are gonc;
they have their joys now, but mine are coming
when theirs have ended in cternal weeping. [
lice in the future ; my treasure is in heaven,
and my heart is gone up to be where my
treasure is. I shall soon be seen to be what
I now scem not. My kingdom is at hand ; my
sun is about to rise ; I shall soon see the King
in his beauty ; 1shall soon be keeping festival,
and the joy of my promised morning will make
me forget that I cver wept.

Thus she lives in the morniag, ere the morn-
ing has come. She takes a wide sweep of
vision, round and round, without a limit; for
faith has no horizon; it looks beyond life, and
carth, and the ages, into eternity.

Beyond the death-bed.and beyond the grave,
she sees resurrection. Beyond the broken
hearts and severed bands of time, she realizes
and clasps the eternal love-links; beyond the
troubles of the hour, and beyond the storm that
15 to wreck the world, she casts her eye, and
feels as if transported into the kingdom that
cannot be moved, as if stis bad already taken
up her abode in the New Salem, the city of
peace and righteousness. Beyond the region of
the falling leaf she passes on to the green pas-
tures, and sits down under the branches of the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the para-
dise of God. losing sight of the bitterness of
absence from the beloved of her heart, she

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

enters the bridal.chamber, and tastes the brida
joy ; keeping festival even in the desert, and
enjoying the Subbath rest amid the tumults of
& stormy world.

SACRED POETRY.
From the German,
PrAYEeRrs AT SEA.

O Lord, be this our vessel now
A worthy temple unto thee,
Though nune may hear its bells but thouy,
And this our little company.
Our church’s roof, yon mighty dome,
Shall ring with hymns we learnt at home ;
Our floor the boundless tossing wave,
Our field, our path, perchance our grave.

Where shall we aid and comfort find,
With toils and perils all around ?
Command, O mighty God, the wind
To bear us whither we are bound.
Oh bring us to our home once more,
From weary wanderings safe to shore ;
And those who follow us with prayer,
Keep thou in thy most tender care.

And as the needle, while we :uve,

To our point still is true and just,
So let our hope and faith and love

Be given in one in whom we trust;
His word is mighty still to save,
He still can walk the stormiest warve,
And hold his followers with his hand,
For lis are heaven and sea and land.

SABBATH HYMN.

I was in the spirit on the Lord’s Day.

Rev. 1. 10.
Lord, remove the vail away,
Let us see thyself to-day!
Thoun who camest from on high,
For our sins to bleed and diec.
Help us now to cast aside
All that would our hearts divide.
With the Father and the Son
Let thy living church be one.

Oh! from earthly cares set free,
Let us find our rest in thee!

May our cares and conflicts cease
In the calm of Sabbath -peace,
That thy people, here below,
Something of the bliss may know,
Something of the rest and love

Io the Sabbath-home above.

From beyond the grave’s dark night
What mild radiance mects my sight ?
Sofily stealing on the ear,

What strange music do I hear!

‘Tis the golden crowns on high,

‘Tis the chorus of the sky.

Lord, thy sinful child prepars

For a place and portion there.

Give my soul the spotiess dress
Of thy perfect righteousness ;
Then at length a welcome guest,
J shall enter to the feast,

Take the harp and raise the song,
All thy ransomed ones among,
Earthly cares and sorrows o'er,
Joys to last for evermore.



