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* If X forges thee, O Jorusalem ! let my right hand forget its cunning.’’---Psalm 57,.v 3.

Sermon
BY THE REV. PREDERICK Wam. ROBERTSOY,

LATE INCUMBENT OF
Trinity Chapel, Brighton.
The Restoration of the Erring.

*¢ Bretaren if # man be overtaken fn a fault,
ye whi~h are spiritual restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest
thou algo be terv pted. Bear ye one another’s
burdens, and 8o 1.lfil the law of Chiist.”"—Gal.
vi.1, 2.

It would be a blessed thing for our Chris-
tian society if we could contemplate sin from
the same point of view from which Christ and
His Apostles saw it. But in this ma‘ter
society is ever oscillating between two ex-
tremes, undue laxity and undue severity.

In one age of the Church, the days of Do-
natisin for instance, men refuse the grace of
repentance to those who have erred : holding
that baptismal privileces once forfeited can-
not be got back: that for a single distinct
lapse there is no restoration.

In another age, the Church, having found
out its error, and discovered the danger of
setting up an imprssible standard, begius to
confer periodica! absolutions and plenary
indulgences, until sin, easily forgisen, is as
. easily committed.

And s0 too with societies and legislatures.
In one period puritanism is dominant and
morals severe. ‘There are no small faults.
The statute-book is defiled with the red
mark of blood set opposit. innumerable mis-

demeanours. In an age still earlier, the de-
struction of wild animals is punished like the
murder of a man. Then in another period
we have such a medley of sentiments and
sickliness that we have lost all our bearings,
and cannot tell what is vice and what is
goodness. Charity and toleration degener-
ate i-to that feeble dreaminess which refuses
to be roused by stern viewg of life.

This contrast too, may- exist in the sam:
age, nay, in the same indiwidual. One man
gifted with talent, «r pnvileged by rank,
outrages all deceacy: the warl 1 smiles, calls
it eccentricity, forgives, and is very merciful
and tolerant. Then some one unshielded by
these advantages, “ndorsed neither by wealth
nur birth, sics—not to one-tenth, nor one
ten-thousandth part of the same extent;
society is seized with a virt 1ous indignation
~—rises up in wrath—asks what is to }ecome
of the morals of the community if these
things are committed; and protects its pro-
prieies by a rigorous exclusion of the off-n-
der, cutting off the bridge behind him against
his return for ever.

Now the Divine Character of the New
Testament is shown in nothing more signally
than in the stable ground from, which it
views this matter, in comparison with the
shifting and uncertain standing-point from
whence the world sees it. [t says, never re-
tracting nor bating, “The wages of sin is
death.” It speaks sterrly with ns weak sen-
timent, “Go, sin no more, lest a worse
thing happen thee.” But then it accepts
every excuse, admits every palliation: Jooks
upon this world of temptation an: these frail
human hearts of ours, not from the cell of a
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. monk or the study of a recluse, hut in a large.
resl way; accepts the existence of sin as a
fact, without affecting to be shicked or
startled : nssumes that it mst needs be that
offeuces come, and deals with them in a large
noble way, as the results of a disease which
mt 5t be met,—which should be, and which
can be, cared.

1. Tue Christian view of other men’s sin.

1L, ‘The Christian puwer of restoration.

1. The first thing noticeable in the Apostle’s
view of sin i, that he looks upon it ps if it
might be so:setimes the result of a surprise.
¢ If a man be overtaken in a fault.” In the

front. As if circumstances had deen betore-
hand with the man: as if sin, supposed to b
left far behind, had on a suddea got in front,
tripped him up, or led him into ambush,

All sius are not of this character. Tnere
are some which are in accordance with the
general bent of our disposition: and the op-
portunity of committing them was only the
first occasion for manifesting what was in
the heart: so that if they had not Leen commit-
ted then, they probably would or must have
been at some other time, and lasking back
to them we have no right to lay the blame
on circamstances—we are to accept the
penalty as a severe warning meant to show
what w1s in our hearts.

There are other sins of a different charac-
ter. Itseems as if it were not in us to com-
mit them. They were so to speik unnatural
to us: you were guing quietly on your way,
thinking no evil, suddenly temptation, for
which you were not prepared, presented
itself, and before you knew where you were,
you were in the dust, fallen.

As for instance, when a question is ‘sud-
denly put to a man whizh never ought to
bre put, touching a secret of his awn or an-
other's. Had he the preseace of mind or
adroitness, he might tura it aside, or refuse
tsreply. But being unprepared and a.cost-
ed suddenly, he says hastiiy that whaich is
irreconcileable with strict truth: then to sub-
atantiate and make it look probable, misre-
presents or invents semething else: and so
‘xo has woven round himself a mesh which
will entangle his conscience through many a
weary day and many a sieep'ess night.

it is shocking, doubtless, to allow our-
selves even to admit that this is possible:
yet no one knowing human nature from men
and not from books, will deny that this
might befull even a brace and true man. St
Peter was both: yet this was bis history. In
8 crowd, suddenly, the question was pul
direct’y, “ This man also was with Jesus of
Nazar-th.” Then came a prevarication—a
fie: aud yet another. This was a sin of sur-
prise, He was overtaken in a fault.

Every one of us admits the trath of this
in his own case. Looking back to past life,
he feels that the errors which have most ter-
ribly determined his desting were the resu):

THE CNURCH OF SCOTLAND

of mistake. Inexperience, a hasty promise,
excess of trust, incaution, nay, even a genere
ous devotion, have heen fearfully, and as it
seems to us, inadeguately chastised. There
may he some undue tenderness to ourselves
when we thus paliiate the past: still a great
Jart of such extenuation is only justice.
Now the Bible simply requires that we
should judge others by the same rule by
which we j1ge oursclves. The law of Christ
demands that whit we plead inour own
case, we should admit in the case of others.
Believe that in this or that case which you

It ¢ 'judge so harshly, the heart in its deepa did
original, it is anticipated, taken suddenly in |

not consent to sin, nor by preference love
what is hateful: simply admit that such an
one may have been avertaken in a fault. This
is the lirge law of Charity.

1. Again, the apostle considers a fault as
that whreh has left a burden on the erring
pirit.  “ Bear ye one¢ another's burden.”
For we cannot say to the laws of God I
was overtaken, We live under stern and
unrelenting laws, which permit no excuse
and never heard of a surprise. They never
send a man wh has failed once, back to try
a second chance. There is no room fi - a
mistake; you play against them for your
life: and they exact the penalty inexorably,
% Every man must bear his own burden.”
Bvery iaw has its own appropriate penalty:
and the wonder of it is .1t often the sever-
est penalty seems set against the sorallest
transgression: we suffer more for our vices
than our crimes: we pay dearer for our im-
prudences than even for our deliberats
wickedness.

Let us examine this a little more closely.
One burden laid on fault, is that a chain of
entanglement which seems to drag down to
fresh sins. One step necessitatas many
others. Qne fault leads to another, and
crime to crime. The soul gravitates down-
ward hencath its burden. It was profound
kndwledze indeed which prophetically refus-
ed to limit Peter’s sin to once. ¢ enl;dl
g1y unto thee . . . thou shalt deny Mo
thrice.”

We will try to describe that scnse of
barden. A fault has the pawer son etimes
of distorting life till ail seems hideous and
unnatural. A man who has left his proper
nature. and seems compelled to say and do
things unnatural and in felse show, who haa
thag become untrue to himself,—to him life
and the whole universe becomes untrue. He
can grasp nothing—he does not stand on
fact—he i living as in a dream—himself a
dream. All is ghastly, uareal, spectral. A
burden i on him as of a nightmare. He
moves about in nothingness. aud shadows, as
if he were not. His own existence swiftly
passing, might seem a phantom life were it
not for the corroding pang of aogush in his
soul, for this at least is real !

2, Add to this, the burden of the heart
wejghing on itself.
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It has been truly sail that the humna teart { only, who looking round lhis congregation,
{s like the millstone, which, if there be | can point to person af'er persoii whose wild

wheat beneath it, vill giind to purposes of |

tale of guilt or sorrow he is cognisant of;

hea th; if not, wiil grind still, at the will of | who can remembuer how often similar griefs

the wild wind, but on irelll

S does the

were trembling upon livs which did not un-

heart wear out it-elf, nsninat its own thought. * burden t.emselves: whose heart being the
One Bxed idea—one re-membrance. and no | receptacle of the anguish of mu v, can judge

atier—one stationary, wearing anguish  This |

is remerse, pussing into despair; iisell the
goad tu fresh and wilder crimes.

The worst of such a burden ‘& that itkeeps
down the soul from gool.  Many an ethereal
#pirit, which m ;ht have climbed the heighrs
of holiness, and breathel the rare and diffi-
cult air of the mountain top, where the
heavenliest spirituality alone can live, is
weighed down by such an oue, mark his his-
tory~—without restoration, his career is done.
That sou} will not grow henceferth.

3. The burden ot a secret.

Some here know the weight of an uncnm-
municatod *in. They know how it lies like
ice upon the heart. They know how dread-
fal a thing the sense of hypocrisy is; the
knowledfe of inward depravity, while all
without looks pure as snow to men,

How heavy this weight may be, we gather
from these indicutions. First, from this
sirange, psychological fact. A man with a
guilty secret will tell out the tale of his
crimes as under the personality of another:
a mysterious necessity seems to foree him to
uttersnce. Asin tue old fable of him who
breathed out his weighty secret to the reeda:
a remarkable instance of this is afforded in
the case of thet murderer, who, from the
richness of his gifts and the enormity of his

crime, is almost an historical personage, who*

having become a teacher of youth, was in the
habit of narrating to hiz pupils the anecdote
of his crime, with all the circumstantial par-
ticulasity of fact ; but all the while under the
guied of a pretended dream. Such men
tread for ever on the verge of a confession:
they seem to take a fearful pleasure in talk-
ing of their guilt, as if the heart could not
bear its own burden, but must give it outness.

Again, it is evidenced by tne attempt to
get relief in profuse and general acknowl’edg-
ments of guilt. They adopt the language of
religion : they call themselves * vile dust and
wiserable sinners.” The world takes pen-
erally what they mean pariicuiariy. But
they get no relief. they only deceive them-
selves; for they have turned the truth itself
into a falsehood, using true words which
they know convey a false impression, and
getting praise for humility inatead of punish-
ment for guilt. They have used all the effort
and suffered all the pang, which it would
have cost them to get real relief; and they
have nct got it: and the burden unacknow-
ledged remains a burden still,

‘The third indication we have of the beari-
ness of this burden is the commonness of
the longing for confession. None but a
minister of the gospel can estimate this: he

what is in human heart~; he slone can esti.
mate how much there is of sin and crime
lying with the weight and ggony of con-
cealment an the spirits of our brethren.

The fourth burden is an intuitive con-
sciousness of the hidden sin of other hearts.

To two states of soul it is given to detect
the presence of evil; states the o;poasite of
each other—innocence and guilt.

It was precicted of the “‘sviour while yet
a child, that by Him the thoughts of many
hearts should be revealed: the fulfilment of
this was the history of His Life. He went
through the world, by His innate purity de-
tecting the presence of evil, as He detected
the touch of ber who touched His garmant
in the crowd.

Men, suppnsed spotless before, fell down
before Him crying, “ Depart from me for I
am a sinful man, O Lord!” This in a lower
degree s true of all innocence: you would
think that one whu can deeply read the
human heart and track its windings must he
deeply experiznced in evil. But it is not so,
—at least not always. Purity can detect the
presence of the evil which it does wot under-
tand : just as the dove which has never seen
a hawk, trembles at its presence: and just as
a horse rears uneasily when the wild
beast unknown and new to it is near, so
innocence understands, yet understands not
the meaning of the unholy look, the guilty
tone, the sinful manner. It shudders and
skrinks from it by a power given to it, like
that which God has conferred on the unreas-
oning mimosa. Sin gives the same power,
but differently. Innocence apprchends the
approach of evil, by the iustinctive tact of
contrast. Quilt by the instinctive conscious-
ness of similarity. It is the profound truth
contained in the history of the Fall. The
eyes are opened : the knowledge of good and
evil has come. The sonl knows its own
nakedness : but it knows also the nakedness
of all other sculs which have sinned after the
similitude of its own sin. .

Very marvellous is that that power of guilt :
it is vain to think of eluding its fine capacity
of penetration. Intimations of evil are per-
ceivad and noted, when to other eyes il
seem pure. The drooping of an eye—the
shunning of a suhject—the tremulousness of
a tone—the peculiarity of a subterfuge, will
tell the tale, * These are tendencies like
mine, and here is a spirit onscious as my
own is conscious.” .

‘This dreadful burden the Seriptures call
the knowledge of good and evil: can we not
all remember the salient sense of happiness,
which we had when all was innocent? when
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-erime was the tale of some far distant hemis-
Pphere, aud the guilt we heard of was not sus-
pected in the hearts of the beings around us: ;
and can we recollect too, haw by our own
sin, or the cognisance of other’s sin, there
came a something which hung the heavens
with shame and guilt, and altaround seemed
laden with evil® This is the worst burden
that comes from tramsgrescion: loss of faith
in human g >odness: the being sentenced to
go through life haunted with a presence from
which we cannot escape: the presence of
Evil in the hearts of all that we approach.

II. The Christian power of restoration:
“Ye which are spiritual, restore such an
-one.”

First then, restoration is possible. That
is a Christian fact. Moralists have taught
us what sinis: they have explained how it
twines itself into habit: they have shown us
its ineffaceable character. ft was reserved
for Christianity to speak of restoration.
Christ, and Christ only, has revealed that he
who has erred may be restored, and made
pure and clean and whole again.

Next however, ohserve that this restora-
‘tion is accomplished by men, Causatively,
of course, and immediately, restoration is the
Work of Christ and of God the Spirit.
Mediately and instrumentally, it is the work
of men. ¢ Brethren . . . . vestore such an
one.” God has given to man 'the power of
elevating his hrother man. He has confer-
red on Hix Church the power-of the keys to
:bind and loose, *’Whosesover sins ye remit,
‘they are remitted; and whosesover sins ye
retain, they are retained.” - It is therefore in
the power of man, by his contluct, to restore,
his brether, or to hinder his'restoration. He
may loose him from his sins, or retain their
power upon his soul.

Now the words of the text confine us to
two modes in which this is done: by sym-
pathy and by forgiveness. “Bear ye one
-another’s burdens.”

By svmpathy: We Protestants have one
‘unvarying sneer ready for the gystem of the
Romish confessional. They confess we say,
for the sake of absolution, that absalved they
may sin again. A shallow, superficial sneer,
a8 all sneers are. In that craving of the
heart which gives the system of the Confes-
sion its dangerous power, there is something
Aarwmore profound than any sneer can fathom,
It is not the desire to sin again that makes
men long- to upburden their conseiences;
but it is the yearning to be true, which lies
at the bottom, erven of the most depraved
hearts, to appear what they are and to leada
false life no longer: and besides this, it is
the desire of sympathy. For this comes out
of that drendful sense of loneliness which is
the result of sinning ;—the heart severed from
God, feels severed from all other heaiis; goeos
alone as if it had neither part nor lot with
other men; itself a shadow among shadows,

Aud its craving is for sympathy: it wants
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some human heart to know what it feela
‘Thousands ,upon thousands of laden heurts
around us are erying, Come and bear my
burden with me: and observe heve, the
apostle says, * Bear ye one another's hur-
dens.” Nor let the priest bear the burden of
all: that were most unjust.  Why should the
priest’s heart be the common reccptacle of
all the crimes and wickedness of a congrega-
tion * Bear ye one another’s burdens.”

Again, by forgiveness. There is a truth
in the doctrine of absolution. God has given
to man the power to absolve his brother, and
$0 restore him to himself. The forgivenes«
of man is an echo and an earnest of God’s
forgiveness. He whom society has restored
realizes the possibility of restoration to God’s
favour. Even the mercifulness of one good
man sounds like a voice of pardon from hea-
ven: just as the power and the exclusion of
men sound like a knell of hopelessness, and
do actuelly bind the sin upon the soul. The
man whom society will not forgive snd re-
store is driven into recklessness. This is the
true Christian doctrine of absolution, as ex-
gyunded by the Apostle Paul, 2 Cor. ii 7-10.

he degrading power of severity, the restor-
ing power of pardon, vested in the Christain
cominunity, the voice of the minister being
but their voice,

Now let us enquire into the Christianity
of our society. Restoration is the essential
work of Christianity. The Gospel is the de-
claration of Gud’s sympathy and God’s par-
don. In these two particulars, then, what is
our? right to be called a Christian commun-
ity

“Suppose that aman is overtakenin a fault.
What does he or what shall he do? Shall
he retain it unacknowledged, or go through
life a f'»e man? God forbid. Shall be
then acknowledge it to his brethren, that
they by sympathy and merciful caution wmay
restore him? Well, but is it not certain that
it is exactly from those to whom the name of
¢ brethren” most peculiarly belongs that he
will not receive assistance? Can a man in
mental doubt go to the members of the same
religious communion? Does he not koow
that they precigely are the ones who will
frown upon his doubts, and proclaim his
sins? ill a clergyraan unburden his mind
to his brethren in :he ministry? Are they
not in their officiul rigour the least capable of
largely understanding him? 1€ a woman be
overtaken in a fiult, will she tell it to her
sister-woman? Or does she not feel instirc-
tively, that her sister-woman is ever the most
harsh, the most severe, and the most feroci-
ous judge?

ell, you -sneer at the confessional; you
complain’  that mistaken ministers of the
Church of England are restoring it amongst
us. But who are they that are forcing on
the coafessional ? who drive laden and broken
hearts to pour out their long pent-up sorrows
into any ear that will reccive them? I sayit
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Inwer we by our uncharitableness: we by
our waet < sympathy and anmerdtal beha-
vieurs we by the unchristiin way in whith
we breal down the bridge behind the peni-

tent, anl sav, “On, on in sig=there is no-

reteratng,”

i ally, the apostle tells us the spirit in
whicit this is to be done, and assigns a mo.
tive for the doing it. ‘'he mode is *in the
spirit of meckuess.”  For Satan canuot enst
out Sstan,  Sin cannot drive out sin.  For
Instance, my anger caianot drive out an-
other man’s covetousness: my petulance or
aneer canmot cxpel another's extravegunce.
The meckness of Christ alone hun porer.
The charity which desires another’s goodness
above his well being; that al»ne succecds in
the work of rostoration.

‘The motive is, * considering thyself, 'eat
thou also be tempted.”  For sin is the result
of inelination or weekness, combined with
opportunity. It is thereiore in a degree the
offepring of circumstances. Go to the hulks,
the jail, the penitentary, the penal colony,
statitics will almost mark out for you hefore-
hand the classes which have furnished the
inmares, an‘ the exact proportion of the de-
linquency of each class. You will not find
the wealthy there, nor the noble—nor
those guided by the fences of ancial lifis;
but the poor, and the uneducated, and
the frail, and the defenceless,” Can you
gravely surmise that this regular tabulation
depends upon the superior virtue of one class
compared with others? Or must you admit
that the inajority of those who have not fal-
len are safe because they are not tempted?
Well, then, St. Paul says “ considering thy-
self, least thou also be tempted,” it is as if
he had written—Proud Pharisee of a man,
complacent in thine integrity, who thankest
God that thou art “not as other men are,
extortioners, unjust, or as this Publican,”
hast thou gone through the terrible ordeal
and came off with unscated virtue? Or art
thou in all these points simply untried?
Proud Pharieee of a woman, who passest by
an erring sister with an haughty luok of cou-
scious superiority,dost thou know what temp-
tation is, with ationg feeling and masteri
opportunity? Shall the rich cut ersta
whith stands on the table of the wealthy
man, protected from dust and injury, boast
that it has escaped the flaws, and the cracks,
and the fractures which the earthern jar
has sustained, exposed and subjected “to
rough and groeral uses? O manor woman !
thou who wouldst be a Pharisee, consider,
thyself, least thon also be tempted.

——

(From the North British Daily Mail.)
“DINNER DAY.”

SIR,—Passing alang East Georgs Street
the other day, I found myself suddealy in the
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y midet of aerowd of Lrtle folka. * What s
* going on here,” I asked of alittle ragged baye-

headed gitl, who wae energeicany pushing

her way torward. * Please, "tis the dimuer-

cay,” was the reply, and in furthe, expiana-
! tion a ticket, partiully wrapped in newspaper,
. waw heid aloft for a wmament. It was boliday

time, aud 1 thought I could not do bhet:er
| than pay a visit to “ The Destitute Children's
i Dinner Table,” which was open 10 the publie,
i I knew ir was close upon the hour, and the
! ticket-tiolders began to pour in thick and fast,
Some were mere infas.ts, none were above ten
years old I shoulu say, without a aolitary ex-
xoeption each wes & sad specimen of grim po-
verty. Such a gathering of tatterdemalions !
Every face,howerer,is clean,and hereandthere
a smooth head pops up amongst the * tousie’
assemblage. Tne hour strikes and the ex-
citement of the tickei-holders increases,
family groups are broken up, and junior
members are left te shift for themselves in the
general scramble at the door. *Come on,
Johnney.”  * Gang forward, Marv Ana.”
** Mind the waen's head there, Sarah.” « Oh!
keep aff my taes,” ¢ Here's wee blind Neliy,
let berin first.” Above the tumult the voice
of Mr. Chase rose distinct and clear— Now
then, children, one at a time, and 1.0 pushing,
there is room forall.” And straightway the
fluttering rags calm down, and composure is
restored amongst the guests. The present
¢ dining room'is 280 East G:orge Street,
and is rather small to show the company to
advantage, Two hundrzd children, howerer,
are accommodated with close packing. As
thehrilliant summer sunshine streams through
the open windows the spectacle is one of
strange and moving interest—two hundred
littie creaturesrapreseating childhood in every
stage ; but not childhood as you meet it cn
the suony side of life, my friend—a plump
little imagn of well-cared for bumaniy, ald
dimpling emiles and tipplmu‘ sunshine, and
bloaming graceful beauty. ‘Those pale pinch-
ed little faces look oid in life’s bitter esperi-
ence,and the burden of three-scors years svem
to weigh down the drooping forms that beloug
to them. But all is readv and grace is gning
to be said. Ata sign trom the founder of
the feast, the bungry eyss are closed, and the
guests fold their hsads to repeat the short
prayer that precedes dinner. Then a momen-
tary pause, in which all the ills of life are for-
gotten, and a gleam of sunshine ﬁylm' out
uson every face. ¢ Dinner is coming,” the
rosst hae arrived, and the sssistants are busy
flling the piates, Oae is desling out the
rosst mutto™, which has besn previoualy cut
up. Ancther supwlies the potatoes, n.lhud
hands the bread round—a good thick slice to
each child. All is done quietly and in a busi-
ness like manner under ke surveillance of
Mr. Chase. * Will we get our fli? " perv.
ously asked a thin, wasted, hungry-looking
little creature, who is & atranger evidenily.
* Af, as much as you cap eat,” antwers a
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companinn, whase paa experianes eonatitiites
him an autbority. 4, mv! You're no jok-
in”.”  Ax rure's death,Y  Norvoue stranger
—*% Do von hear tha*, Azgv?” Aggy, atiny
woman of four wintees stares at her compan-
ion in mild bewilderment. Tt in a work of
time to get throrgh ao larne a compant, hut
the businesc of serving | roceeds methodieally,
and, in lers time tnun one wonld think
possible, the guests are all cupplied, nnd the
dinner beginy with a zear which an alderman
might envy. By genernl cansent coveraation
ceases, and not a sound is heard save the
clatter of a shoon as it dips into the dinner
plate. I this manner the fi-et course’is got
through to svervhodv’s gatisfaction, At this
point the irfluence of a gond diwner bagins
to tell npo~ the spirits, and exhilaration be-
comes cantarious, and rises to boisterousness.
Human nature is the same evervwhere—in
vulgar clay and partriran dast.  The gnawi g
pain of hunger is out of the stomach. anc. all
heing comfartahie in that region, the heart
(that warm syinatkiser with all the minister-
ing organs of lif'+) rises in buovancy., Per-
hepa there in sorrow and suffering in the

world they are going back to, but time enough ;

to think of that afier the pudding. Complete
satisfaction is the feeling of the present mo-
ment.  Alas, there are few auch moments in
hfe to the children of adversity, But it is
marvellous how tiiose rude untutored spirita
have been trained in so saort a period. A
genial word from Mr, Ch ae restores order
again, and the children seem to vie with one
another in good behaviour. Indeed, had they
been brought up at a hoarding sehool they
- could hardly have conducted themaelves with
more propriety at the dinner table, A slight
increase of hilarity proclaims the advent of
the pudding, end & group near me threaten
to break into hysteriral mirth as the rich
aroma of the ¢ dainty dish’ rises deliciously on
the air. It is served up hot, of course. and
looks sa tempting that I beg a tasting. Good
enovgh for any table, I assure you. Near me
is a family grovp—four fatherless children of
tender years—very poor, but clean and de-
cent, and well behaved. The thread.bare
Jacket is patche? up carefully, and the old
faded frucks are derned in all the thin plsces
to make them hold together., {he little faces
are thin and hungry.lcoking, but as clean as
scsp and water can make them; snd the curly
hlack heads are smooth and tidy. The father
conmitied suicide. He was a sober well doing
man ; he caught tne fever, and when he was
sent from the Infirmary he wss too weak for
hard work. He recovered, but work grew
scarce, and no-hing turned up for him, In
the hard struggle with starvation the mother
succomhed, and the feser struck her down in
the midat of their troubles, She nas taken
to che Infrmary, and it was when she was
away the puor man lost heart, and, unable to
hear the sight of his hungry children, he drew

& knife across his throat cne day, He was |
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{ fourid dying hy a neizhhaur who came to off-r
i the loan of a shilling out of his own seanty
| wages. And why took charge of the poor
Uchildren?  Oh, the mother tecavered; ard
| when she can get work at the mill the ehild.
1y ren are not sent here, although they have
I tickets, that others mare needful wav et the
henefit. The'e is & bundle of waifs, miserahle
little wratches with hardly a rag 1o cover
their nakedness, unwashed (aave for a few
baptismal drops from the pump to insure en-
trance), rough, rude, iousie tvkes, friendless
and homeless—nobody's children. Number
one, a lean, haggard, wretched otiect, can’s
sy what hisage may he—ten at a guess;
doean’t know who hix father is, never heard;
has no n other, mavbe dead; has no recnllec-
tion of her; thinks he once had a lit:1e sister;
doesn’t know what has become of her; lives
anywhere, self.supparting; is sometimes awful
hungry ; hed the fever and was taken to the
poarhouse hospital ; sorry when he got weil
and had to leave ; didn’t know where he was
to go to when he lift * the children’s dinnsr
table,’ anywhere ! it was all the same, had no
home 1o go to. The last words in a husky
t.ne, and a8 ragged sleevs was quickly drawn
acroas the coal black eyes of wait number one,
Number two has 3 similar history, and so on
to number five, then a stop. Number five is
a girl—a bad girl, who has to he sent away
into & corner by herself. Sheis a dwarflsh
child of nine or ten, with rather a pleasing
countenance, sharp bright eyes, well formed
head, and clear cut features, A bold,audacious,
impudent little hussy. - Fie, fie, Nun, you are
a sad character, if all be true th.t 1 am told.
But poor tittle Nan had & bad .xample set
her at home. The mother is a worthless wo-
man—drinks, and steals, and fights, and leads
a lawless life, and the child has been reared
in an evil nursery. Perhaps hud poor Nan
been born in a Christian household, she would
have had a fairer reputation. A dash of kind-
liness lurke in the corners cf those daring
black eves. Little Nan might be worth saving
yot, Number seven is a mite, two feet high
or so, sister to number six, motherless, It
has & gaunt wolfsh [ook, devours the food
placed beiore it like a young cub. The naked
limbs staring through the ragged frack re-
wind you of a skeleton. The gleaming eyes,
ficrce with hunger, give the baby face « weird
look, which forcibly reminds one of Ducken’s
picture of Want. in the Chrlstmas Carol,
“vellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish.”
Where graceful youth should bave filled ibe
features out, and touched them with its fresh.
1est tints, a stale and shrivelled hand, like

that of age, had pinched and twisted them,
| and pulled them into shreds. And tha: spec-

tacle of misery is just a specimen of what
. nearly every one of the caildren before ma
i wis when the Cinaers were first commensed
)A person who Lud visited the destitute child-
! ren's dinner table regutsrly info.ms me there
was not a perfectly healthy child in the com-
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pany, nnd all were suffering more or leas from
the effects of negiect and starvation, 1t had
atruck me that plainer fare would h- ve done
as well to fill thore hungry little stomechs
with, but a glance at that ghastly littie rkele-
ton convinced me that unly nourishment of 2
substantial kind would bring up thet poor,
wenk, debilitated budy. And then it mustibe
borne i, mind the children have only two
good menlsin the week. Five days out of
the seven it is scanty faring, hardly ss much
ne will keep in life in most cases, Clearly,
then, if permanent good is to result from
* childr«n’s dinner tables,” the fuod supplied
muat be substantial and of the best quality.
Bus we were discassing the pudding. What
a plateful this small man at wy side bas got
before him ; but never fear he will find room
for it sll. ‘Three years old and motherless,
poor little feHow. * And who fetches him "
* His brother "—that boy standing heside
him, David, is a brave little mac. He hes
brought up littte Jim from infancy, ard quite
taken his mother's place in the family since
she died. Dinner is over, and 1am passing
out with the guests, but 1 must stop to bave
a talk with David. 'Tbe modest livle feliow
blushes ata word of praise, and he does not
scem to think he deserves commendation
above his neighbours. Jim is s good wee
chap, and so is Willie, who is at home badly.

¢ But is it true, David, that you have all the |

cares of tire household upon your heal?”
< There’s nobedy but me, you see, mum,”
answers David apolegetically, casting his
mild brown eyes on the floor. * You have
been to sckool Davii?” “Oh yes, when
mother was living, It was different with us
then.” A shade passed over the boy’s face,
and I noticed he took his little brether’s hand
caressingly in his, and turned eway his head.
« Ope question more, David, Would you like
to go to school again? " He brigltened
sudenly, and looked me full in the face with
sparkling eyes. * Yes” But almest before
the word was vut of bis mouth the joy light
faded ou: of bis eyes. * I can’t be wanted at
home,” he said, suppressing a sigh. Poor
David was the head of the house, and all the
responsibility ‘of family matters rested upon
bis young shoulders. He was just nine years
ald, but tie stuck _to his post like # man, 1
promised to mother atore she died thatl
would take care of wee Jim and Willie.,”
« But you have done your duty bravely, Da.
vid ; snd if somebudy were 10 think of you
now, wouldn't you leave your litle brothers.”
The bright intelligent face clouded over a
momen® with grave tnought, then the smile
around the mouth grew hard. * I couldn't
break my word with motker.” My visis is
ended, and a more interesting ove 1 have
awver made in wy lite. Let me recommend
all wio have time at theic dieposal to look in
onee, 8t 8ny rate, upon the destitute child-
yen'e cintizr table. As I um going out, 8
welunci.oly band of *expectant’ stop 1be nay
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Thone are the haplera ¢ outsiders* who hav

no ticket of admiesion, snd they ure waiting,
with trembling ¢agerness, to know it there be
any fragmenia of 1he feast for them, Oh,
those hingry, pleading, wintiul eyea! They
might draw out the ughtest purse to enrich
the funds ti at vone may b sent empry anay.
Lam, &c. 5. M.

—— )

Lord Broughman’s Favorite Hymn.,

Ifbis life was a baule as his countryman,
John Knox, not uslike him in muny things,
alwuys described his to be), how profoundly
peaceful was hia end! He simply lived iifs
vut. Death has been calied the * brother”
ot sleep; in his case there was no distinction ;
hie died in sleep, he slept in death, It waa,
literally, a death-sleep. Touching contrast
to that sicepless, perturhed life!  But before
his death—{for suine years, as I understand
—be had also erjoyed an inward peace,
which 1 shall not disturb by attemping ta
define what it was; indeed, I do not know
beyond tie general statement ; [ do not seek
to know, Suffice it to say that he had re-
turned round (one of those beautiful cycles
we sometimes see in 8 long life!) to the sim.
ple faith and feelings of his ohildhoood.
One of the nerrawors of the circumstances of
his death, writing from Cannes, relates, with
apparent knowlecge, that he hed long de-
rived peculiar pleasure in listening 1o the
hymns sung in the English church at Canues
and that hy asked the clergvman to add one,
a favirite of his own, to the number. It
was the bymn sung at the funeral. The
words are given, and the singing of it, it is

' said, always produced in him visible emotion.

Al.ld what, do our Loiglish readers think, was
this hymn? No otuer than s Scottish
puraphrase with which Henry Brougham
had been fawiliar in his childhood. Thesc
Paraphrases were collected by the Church of
Scotland just about the time he was born, iu

St. Andiew’s sq1sre, Ediuburgh, and were

read and admired in all families conned in
the schools, and sung in the churches. Who
can doubt that litle Henry had often
repeated this same paraphrase on Sundays
at his mother's knee, an excellent and ad-
wiratle woman, the niece of Principal
Robertson, the historian?P—that he had
often heard it resoucding through the arches
of 8t. Audrew’s chuech, to the grand ancient
tunes, St. Pasl’s, or Montrcse, or the
Martyrs? Long, long yvears rolled between,
years of prou@ science, of vaulting ambition—
of debntes like Thunderstorms, of passions
like those of the tiger, of worldly intrigue,
worldly vice perbaps, perhaps also reasons of
incredulity, of indifference to the spiritual
iustiuots in man, ‘I'hen behold the snow of
agh ninety  winters lighty sprinkledl over
tbat sull firm, mussive head ; losk into these
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eves, still metearic with something of their | ing in 8t. Helen street, and are placed one
former wild fire, vet softening now, and:on each side of the pulpit.

brooding as the great era of mortal change
spproachen. See the terrible orator, at
whose voige senates have trembled, sitting
quiet and benign in the little chapel at
Cannes. Hesr the choir uplift their voices,
strengthened by thedevotion-breathing-organ,
Lo, the great old lord at Cannes becomen
sgsin the child of 8t. Andrew’ equare} the
angels of his youth are whispering in his
sged enr:
Let not your hearts with anxious thoughts
Be troubled or dismayed ;
But trust in Providence divine,
Aund trust my gracous rid.

I to my father’s house return ;
There numerous mansione stand ;

And gloay manifold abounds
Through ail tke happy lsnd,

1 go your entrance to seevrre,
And your abode prepare :
Regions unknown are safe to you,
When [, your Friend, am there.

Thence shall I come, when ages close,
To take you home with me;

There we whall mett to par! no more,
And still together de.

e () coms.

[From the kiontreal Herald)
OPENING OF ST. PAUL'S CHURCH
MONTREAL.

8t. Paul’s Church, was dedicateg for Divine
worship on the last Sabbath of Sept., special
services being held on the occasion. It isin
the style known ar decorated Gothic, modern-
ised to meet the requirements of the Preshy-
terian form of worship, and its general ap-
pearance is such as to do eredit to the City,
and to entitle it to rank with the finest church
edifices of which Montreal can now boast so
many. 'The ground has been levelled and
surrounded with a neat railing, and it is in-
tended that ornamental shrubbery shall be
plunted on each side of the Church, the Tront
being left clear. Inside, the arrangements
have been made with great good taste, and
without the slightest attempt at foppery.
'There are no galleries, the walls Lelng thus
left unbroken, They are 24 feet 3 in. in height
from the floor to the apex of roof being 58
feet. 1n the transept it is intended to place
two handsome stained glass windows, which
sre not yet completed, but which will give an
adm.rable finish to the whole.. The windows
on the sides are coleured lightly, slightly
subduing the light. The orgaon loft behind
tbe pulpit is neat and unpreientious, and
in common with the reat of the church, is
not losded with ornament. The organ we
have already fully described. Tie tablets to
the memory of former pastors of the Can.
grezation, Rev. Dr. Black and Rev. Dr. M -
G:ll, hove been removed from the old build.

The Church is sested for a thausand people,
but on Sunday afiernoon, the number pres.
ent was very largely in exceas of this. The
aisles were crowded, seats heing brought in
to meet the ewergency, numbers were stand-
ing, and crowds were obliged to go away,
being unable to obtain admission, The Rev.
Dr. Jenkins, who conducted the service in
tke forenaon, offered up a dedicatory prayer,
presenting the buildiug to God, fervently
thanking Him for haviag brought the werk
toyo happy s conclusion,and praying for guid-
ance, protection and blessing to the warship.

ars who should assemble within thras walls.

'be 100th Pealm was then sungio the old
and time honoured tune Old C, the whole
congregation joining,the pealing organ adding
to the solemnity of the “ grave swest melody.”
The dedication of the Temple of Solomon, as
given in the vi chapter of 2nd Chronicles,
was read, s penitential prayer following,
eontaining confession of sine, supplication for
forgivenuss and for santification, petitions for
blessings on the Church ot Scotlaad, its
members and office-bearers, on the whole
Catholic Church, especially for all Christian
Churches in this eountry, sné for Ministers
of the Gospel ; » spceial supplication being
made for the unity of Christendom. This
was followed by singing the last stsnzs of
the 24th Pealm, * Ye gates lift up your heads,’
&c., the Lord’s Praver being said before

THE SERMCN.

The Rev. Dr. JENKINS took for his text
Isaiah LXVI, 1,2, “ Thus saiththe LoRp,
the Heaven is my throne, and the earthis my
footstool ; where is the bouse that ye build un-
tome? and where is the plice of my reat ?
For all those things hath mine hand made,
but to this man will I look, even to him ihat
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth
at my word.”

Here was & message directly from heaven.
He who spoke was God, not the prophet who
was but the messonger and ambsssador of
the Grest King. The Jewish people were
proud of their selection by God as the de-

ositaries of His true worship.snd they glored
in their temple, in the richness of its decora-
tion and in the splendour of its ritusl, When
this splendotr was considered, and the fact
that this temple was the place sbove all others
in which the worship of the Lord was kept
up, we need not wonder that the people were
peoud of the eminerice whick they bad gained
or that they attached importance to the forms
of service which had been instituted by Di-
vine appointment. A tendency to highly
sensuons worship will beget rituslism. Ritu-
alism is not the jndulgence of s lavish cere-
monial merely ; it is dependence upon ecere-
monies as the essence of true worship, upon
the externslirms of saeramental ministration
rather than upon the spirit of ascramentsl
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vecoption. How strongly the prophets de.
nounced this error, and how completely they
aet at naught esven the ritual which God had
prescribed tl.e moment it was set up ss a
substitute for the easence the sentiment of
the truly devotional spirit, is known to every
reader and student of thr Old Testament
Prophecies. It came to this at last, that the
Holy Ore rejected the forms which He him-
selt hiad apprinted to he obssrved, c. nma:id-
ing His servants to declare His hatred
and His weariness of all who subatitut
od them for true worehip, The preacner
referred st some length to the..service
in the Temple, and to the pride and
contracted spirit of the Jews in believing that
God withheld the privilege of approaching
Him from all other natlons, notwithstanding
the decluration of Soloman in dedicating the
‘Temple. He referred to the Chureh in St.
Helen street, erected 34 yea:s befors by the
venerable father and founder 'of St. Paul's
Church, the Rev. Dz. Black. How faithfully
and Zealousl; ne izboured for the complation
of the work which he felt it his duty to begin ;
sod how at length, atter hard toil and much
oppaosition, he had succeeded, some who still
remained amongst the cingregstion could
testify. He Lived to preside over this Church
for ten years, and to his energy and self.de-
nial, under God, were largely owing the re-
sults which they recognized this day. Another
name co-.nected with St. Paul's Church was
that of the Rev. Dr. McGilt, the successor of
the founder.  Piety, simplicity, pastoral
faithfulness, unveifish generosity and catholic-
ity, were manifes*ad during his ten yeara in.
cumbency. The memory of their faith and
works lives in the hearts of the membars of
St. Paul’s. He who succeeded these vene.
rated men, and worthily prosecuted the work
they had commenced, was now sbaring with
them the joy of this bappy occasion ; aad to
him, no doubt, it was a gratification to behold
this noble Kirk, which, by the liberality of
his former fiock, had beer erected, and was
now set apart for the service and worship of
Ged. Tsking up the subject of the Chuich
of Scotland, the preacheraketched briefly her
martyr history, and trisls, gave a luminous
exposition of her polity, snd showed the
catholicity of her creed. Many of the doet.
rines in the Nicene creed had been transferred
to the Westminster confession of Faith, the
very terms in which they kiad been expressed
heing retained, aid what is known as the
aposties creed, is appended to the Shorter
Catecbism, being held by the Chureh of Scot-
land in‘common with other Reformed Church-
et.  1n cozsidering the question of tbe rela.
tive ‘advanteges of extemporaneous and
liturgical prayer, he showed the supeaiarity
of the former in many respects, as for inst
ance in epecial providences, sickness, deaih,
unlooked for trials, unexpected blessings,
sudden bereavements, and various events of
iife. But-as affording room for reflection, be
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! suggested whether it would not be well tc
consider it the ‘wn could not he combined in
_such a way as to enahle ministers toavoid on
' the one hand the slavenliness which they were
i apt tu fall into by ratemporaneous prayer, and
"in the other the formalizs:n which the long
I continwed use of a liturgy almost of & necesn-
Iity crested and fostered. With humblenes«
' and teachebleness of heurt, with true and
sincere woruhix())sbonld all approach Gud, for

* Thus esith LORD), the heaven is my throne
and the earth is my footstonl. Where is the
houss that ye bulld unto me? and where i
the place of my reat? For all those things
hath miane hand wade, and all those things
bave been, saith the LORD; but to this man
will I took, even 1o him that is poor and of a
contrite spirit and tremhleth at my word.”
After the sermon the concluding prayer was
offered up, for the Queen and the Royul
Family, for the Governor General, fur all
rulers and magisirates. for all ranks and con-
ditions of men, the 2nd Paraphrase beins
then sung.

Oh ! God of Bethel by whose hand,

Thy people still are fed

Who through this weary pilgrimage

Hast all eur fathers led,

Our vows, our piayera, we now present,

Before thy throne of graee,

Gud of our fathers be the God

Of their succeeding race.

A collection having been tsken up, the

Dozulogy was sung
To Father, S8on and Hol> Shost,
The Gud whom we adore
Be glory as it was and is
And shall be evermore.

In theafternoon the Reverend J)r. Mathie-
son, after the usual introductory services,
took for his text the words from Psalms
CXXIL 1. *“1I wasglad when they said unto
me, let us go into the house of the Lord.”
The venerable preacher Jelivered a most elo-
quent discourse with his us2al earnestness
and ability, There was again a very large
audience who Jistened with deep und sustain-
ed bttention. In the course of the prayers
the Rev. Dr. Mathieson offered up apecial
supplications for God’s blsesing on the Church
the Ministér and people, that they might be
instruments in His hand for the advancement
of His glory,

The Very Rev. Dr. SNODGRASS preached
in the evening, the Church being agaio crowd-
ed to excess. Dr. Snodgrass chose for hia
text Palm CXXVII 1, ¢Except the
Lord build the house, they labour in vain
that build it.” The discourse was most ap.
propriate to the occasion, and was marked
at Umed by a high strain of elogquence, His
old Congregation appeared delighted again 1v
hear their former pastor.

A large and effective choir led the service
of preise, the organ being playea by S. Me-
Kay with great taste, assisting, not over-
powering, the voices.

St. Paul's Cburchy now replaced by hand.
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some stores, huilt by Mr. Jamas Johnator,
and fiom which the congregation removed in
Janusry, 1867, was open for worship 24th
Augnst, 1834, It was built eutirelv through
the energy and perseverauce of Rev. Dr,
Black, the firat npastor, the money for the
purpose being chiefly advanced by bimself,
He officiated until his death in 1854, when
he was succeeded by Rev. Dr. McGill, former.
Iy of Niagars, who died in February, 1836,

1)r. Suodgrass ot Charlottetown, P. E. L, -

succeeded him in November, 1856, an< re-
mained until October, 1864, at which time
he entered upon his duties as Principal of
Queen’s University, Kingston.
vastor, the Rev. Dr.Jenkins, was inducted to
the charge in June, 1865. ‘T'he present
Church when completed, will cost about $80,.
000. 'The spire has not yet been built, but
there is no doubt from the zeal and energy of
the congregation that this will scon be ad-
ded so as to carry out the original design,
ard show acenrding to the poet's fancy, an-
other finger pointing up to Heaven.

——Qe——

Dr. Duff on the Singing of Hymna.

The following letter addressed to Geo. H.
Stuart, E<q., by the Rev. Dr. Duff. whose
name is famous in connection with Scottish
Miss.ons in India. sets forth clearly the case
of Psalms versus Hymne :—

11 BuenugiM TERRACE,
SCARBOROUGH, July 29th, 1868.

My Dearcy BEvover Friesp.—My
having been on the Continent for three
months, aud the heavy pressure of urgent
matters demanding immediate attention on
mv return, will account for my long silence,

"But I can keep sileuce no longer.” Several
American pspers have reached me, convey-
ing the most astounding in:elligecce—intelli-
gence which filled me with surprise and dumb
amagement.

What! my revered and honored friend * ¢
® ¢ gctually suspended from Church ordin-
ances and Church fellowship! The first an-
nouncement of this intelligence seemed really
to cut my breath. Why, I would as soon ex-
pect to find it recorded in history, that George
Washington, the Father of his Country, had
been suspended from his Presicential func.
tions by the Ccngress and Senate of the
United States, or to vpen wy eyes to-morrow
and find it declared in the public journals
that, to-day, our own beloved Queen Victoria,
had been suspended from her Royal functions
by the Lords and Comnmons of Great Britain.

Wtat, thought I, could be the cause of such
an gnexpected event? \What awful catast-
rophe can bave befallen my friend? Had he
been suddenly overtaken by some grievous
feult? Had he heen caught and overmaster-
ed by scme resistless temptation ? No! No!
It could not be. Such a character as his * *

T'he present
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* * would not, in the nature of thinge, ha thus
i suddenly shattered!  What, then, conld have
i heen the provacative cause of such n humilia-
iting measure, as that of suspension from
| Church ordinances, and that, toa, hy the high-
| est ecclesinstical authority of the body of which
[ he has 80 long beer among the leading and
« foremast lay members P
I Judge, then, of my fresh surprise, hut un-
" speakahte relief, when I found that the crimi-
- nal  offence-—the eccleasastical ar apiritual
scandal on acecunt of which my beloved friend
was thus ignominiously suspended—uras
none‘other than-—than the singing of sacred
hymns! !

Really, had I not seen this announcement
in more than one journsl, and seen it 1epeat-
ed, too, [ would have supposed that it was the
invention ¢f some malignant enemy of God’s
truth—or a pirce of good-humared irony, after
the fashion of Charwari or Punch! But the
internal evidence was tuo strong to enable
me to believe that it could be either.. Ob,
no; itseemed to be a grave, vetitahle fact.

Ah, well, thought i to myselt, what next.
Whatever may heve been the matirce, object,
orend of the E- _iesiastical Censors, I can see
what may probably turn out, under 1he over-
ruling PYrovidence of God, to be the final
cause or ultimate end of this ecclesiastical
sentenee of condemnation. One of the great-
o3t foes of * pure religion and undefiled ”—of
brotherly kindness and charity—of the Unity
of the Church Catholic and Communion of
Sainte—is bigotry—narrow-brained, narrow-
hearted bigotry. Well, in ita blind infatua-
tion, it has been permitted to launch its thun-
der bolt **** on purpose to raise sucha
storm of indignation as will tear it to shivers,
and cause it to be buried amid * the wreck of
things that were.”

Such, in my humble judgment, will be
found sooner or later, to be the final cause
or uliimate ‘end, as overruled by Providence, -
of this most unique and all but unparalled
case of ecclesiastical sion !

On the vexed question of Psalm-singing
versus Hymn-singing, I have neither time nor
heart to enter at any lengthy nor, had I the
time and heart for it, is there any occasion
for my doirg so. ‘There are two extremes
on the subjecs, both of whicb, 1 think, and
always have thought, ough to be avcided.

Individusals, congregations and Churches
there are, that will sirg nothing but Psalms
—meaning by Psalms, the collection iu the
Old Tesiamert. ordinarily known as* the
Paalms of David,” because David was the
principal composer of them.

I'here are, onthe other hand, individuals,
congregations and churches, in this country
{England) that seem to sing nothlng but
Hymns—mesning by hymos, sacred odes or
songs, cormposed by men imbued by the Spi-
rit of God, such as the Wesieye, Cowpers, &».
i Now, in my humble, but clear and honest
| judgment, both of these parties rob them-
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selves of an inestimable privilege—the one by
never singing Psilms, the other, by never
singing Hvmue., I woulil myself, be always
ready to sing either the onc or the other,
according to time, place, Lnd circumstances—
auitahleness to the frume of mind, or adapt-
edness to the special occanion. Bus, while
claiming this liberty and privilege for myself,
1 would cheerfully concede the same liberty
and privilege to theie extremists. ‘L'he case
is one pre-eminently demauding a practical
applicetion of the memorable Apostolic ex-
hortation, * Let every one be persuaded in
his own mind "—aud be fully allowed to act
accordingly.

As a treasury of praise and thanksgiving,
and a record of infinitely varied reiigious ex-
periences, nothing, nothing is comparahle to
the Psalmsof David, Xather than forego
the use of them, I would be prepared to sub-
mit to any sacrifice,

A bringing out more explicitly and mora
fully, in the lightof the New T'estament eccno-
my and ¢f Evangelical experience, the grand
fundamental teuths connected with Redemo-
ton through the blood and righteousness of

our adored Immauuzl, and sanctification oy |

the grace of the Holy Spirit, there ure many
Hymas thet are altogether invaluable. Rarh-
er than forego tne usw of these, I would also
be prepared to subwmit to almost any sacrifice.

My own impression has always been, that
the right thing for all our Churches to do,

o
-

11
congregations who choose to do to. This
seems to me the right way of soiving and
settling the whole vexed question.

A Church or ecclesiastical body may pro.
hibit hymns from being sung; but sach pru-
bibition is not wise. So long as men’s soul’s
are spirituully languid, it does not signify
much ; they will not trouble themselves much
ahout the singing of Psalms or Hymns, or
singing anything at all. But let the fount-
ain’s of the great deep of old Nature be broke«
en up in men's soul’s. as uoder the earth.
quake heavings of a mighty revival, and the
spiritual instincts let joose and intensified,
will Gnd tor themselves vent in sacred song ;
awd canno: be restricted to Oid Testamen:
Psalms, boweverincalculably precious in their
own place. Under the flow and currect of
spiritual energy, the prose of Seripture will
often he used as a chant; prayer will often
hecome a sort of chant ; the glow and fervor
of inward feeling diffusing a radiance over all
surrounding objccts, aad the visible manifes-
tations of graca in the awakened and convert-
ed - adl, all will be teraed into matter—ofien
it may be extemporaneously—of sacred song.
Under the stir und gush ol spiritual move-
| ment and excitement, let a hymnist only strike
. up such a simple ode, with accompanying
! tunes, as that which hegins with tie familisr
words, * Nzarer my God to thee "—and |
venture to say that the stiffest, the sternest,
l'and the most exclusive Psalmist wouid, in

would be this, viz: for each Cnprch, out of | spite of himself, his preferences and anteco-

the vast wass of existing hym ns,--in Germany,
amouunting to literally tens of theusauds,—to
select a certain number—a few ecores cr a

few bundreds, as the case might be—of such ;
as it could setits imprimatur or seal upen, as |

being sound in doctrine and sentiment, accord-
ing to its own views and interpretation of
Holy Scripture. Then publish these in a
volume along with the Psalms of David,
which ought ever to be pat in the forefroat
as “ givea by Inspiration of God ”—sayiag
1o substance. ¢ The Psalms of David need
no autherization from us, in order to be sung

dent convictiens, be carrisd along with tae
tide of ¢ grave, sweet melody,”"—and a.most
unconsciously, contribute his owa guota to
swell the stream,

Has not something of all this been actualiv
experienced in wost of your great American
revivals? It was assuredly so in the time of
| the Reformation, which was the greatest re-
i vival of religion, not unly in modern times,
i but siuce the day ot tne mighty Fentecosial
i effusion.

Luther began his amazing career by sing-
1 ing bymns as a oy ; be also composed bymns

by individuals or congregations; they have j of hls own in riper 1ears, which wre stiil sunig
airzady the impress of God's Holy Byirit. | in the Protestant Caurches of Germany ; and
Tne Hymns, hcre selected, being composed | of these hymns it has been asserted, as an
by uninspired men, yet men,for the most | historical fact, that they carried the precious
part, full of faith and the Holy Ghost, we do | truths of God's inspired word 10 many hearts
not direct or order to be sung either by indi- | which would never have beea reached by pou-
viduals or congregations; we only state that, | derous tomes =f theology. But Lu:ber was
baving carelully examined them, we find them { &iso a great singer of Psulms; aad the 46th
to be, in our judgment, scripturally sound in ' will ever be known as Luther's tavérite Psaim.
docirine and sentiment, and such, therefure,! And we may rest assured, thai, waether
as may be safely and profitably sung by inci- | there be revivals or act amongst ux, people
viduals or congregatious who may be inclin- ; will sing hymns of some kind, whetber Chur-
ed or disposed to do so. ches grant th:m liberty to do 80, or cther-

Whut would be more reasonahle, more ' wise. And if they will not be wiscly directed
equitable, mose tolerant than a decision like | by ecclesiastical rulers to hymns that are
this? It iy in poiat of fact, what the Church ; spiritually sound in doctrine, as well a< 1 tne
of Scotland did many years ago, when it ap- ; expression ol evangelical teeling and expeii-
pended Peraphroses, which are just Hymas, | ence, tuey will often, iu their ignorance, care-
10 the Psulms ; and did not o1 der. but simply + »sness cr tolly, choos< hymne tor theudselves
awthorized them te be sung by iuuividuats o whish may be very umsounld in doctrine, as
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well as in expression of religicus experience ;
wnd the singing of whish, therefore, may do
no good, but much harm. Snch are briefly
my own views on the subject. And rather
than sbandon them, I would cheerfully stand
by your side, and be rebuked by sny or all of
the ecclesiastical conclaves >f Christendom.
1 remain, dearly beloved friend,
Yours very affectionately,
ALEXANDER Durr.

RIS V.

New 8t. Btophen's Thuroh, 8t, John, N, B

This handsome Church wa« opened for
public worship on Sunday, 13th September,
The Dedicatory Service was conducted by
Dr. Brooke, Moderator of the Synod of the
Church of Scotland in the Maritime Provin.
ces, and Rev. Geo. M. Grant, ot St. Mut-
thew’s, Halitax, the hours of service being
11a.m., 3 and 6 p. m. A liberal collection
was made in aid of the funds of the Church
at each di«t,

The building is Old English Gothic in
myle, . It is 90 feet long by 60 feet wide,
with two side’ aisles and nave. There are
no side galleries, but ample room is provided
for the Organ and Choir in a gallery situated
aver the front entrance. The height cf the
Church from the floor to the top of the nave
is about 50 fext. The roof is of white pine,
each section being elaborately worked and
stained and oiled. The seating of the Church
is extremely neal and comfortable, The
news are circular, and radiate from the pul-
pit, so that the whole congregation face the
spesker. The posts of the prws are of pitch
pine, and are varnished so s to retain the
beautiful grain of the weod:  The capa of the

ews, and alac the rail along the tops, are of
the best bak, and are also varnished. The
backs of the seats are of white pine, 10ngued
and grooved and stained to ccrrespond with
the roof, The nuimbers are silver plated,
and placed on the top of the oak caps. They
are atranged along the aisle like the num-
bers on the street houses, (odd numbers on
cne nide, even on the other) and rua from 1
to 144, .

The pulpit is low, being only about 44 feet
from the floor. It ia also of oak, and is richly
carved, and the native color and grain pre-
sersed by several coatd of varnish. Above
tne pulpit is a rich carving, which terminates
in a manssive and beautiful head piece, The
nave of the building is supporied by ten
columns, five on each side, waich are con-
mected by gothic arenes. In the clerstory
there are 20 small windows, which throw
light into the nave, and afford a moat effici-
ent means of ventilating the Church, o3 one
of each pair is made to swing cper by means
of s chord. It is iutended 10 have the entire
ehurch cushioned in the same style and color,
»0 s to preserve the uniformity thus far ee
buccesafully carried cut.

THE MONTHLY RRCOBD OF

THE CHURCH OF S8COTLAND

The lighting of the Church is something
new in these Provinces. Twa large retlec-
tors, each containing about 50 small reflec.
tors are placed at the intersection of the
main rafters, and throw down the light of
190 gas jets. The flame is communicated to
the jets by means of a tube, which passes
from the basement of the Church to the re.

flectors in the roof. The light will thus be

reflected uniformly throughout the building.
and reach the hearers in the most serviceable
manner. The Church will be heated by means
of furnaces placed in the basement and toe
heat communioated by radiators.

R ¢ L d

The Sick Child.

Little brothers are at play

In the meadow far away ;
Merry voices I can hear
Sounding in the distance clear:
Mother to the farm haa gone

I am left alone—alone—-~
Stretched upon my weary hed,
With a heavy, aching head.

Spring has come, so bright and green,
Blossoms on the thorn are seen ;
Yesterday I heard the note

Warbled from the cukoo’s throat ;
Birds are twittering ia the eaves,
Sunshine glittering on the leaves ;—
All are happy gay and free,—

None are lonesome, none but me !

Oh, that I again could rove

Through the meadow through the grove,
Bursting into merry song .
As I lightly trip along!

How I long to tread the vale,

How I long to hreathe the gale;

Oh, how weary have I grown,

Lying here alone—alone!

Hark ! a little noise I heard,

Like the tapping of a bird.

There again—I hear it plain,

Tapping at the window-pane!

Ah, [ see him! can it be,

Robin has come back to me!

Robin, whom with crumbs of bread

All the winter long 1 fed.

Pretty bird, he comes to cheer
His poor friend so lonely here;
Now he trills his merry lay,
And its music seems (0 say :—

“ Trials will not always last;
Yours, like mine, will soon be past.
All the brighter sumumer glows
For the winter's frost and snows.

* In December I could sing,
Waiting, hoping for the gpn'ng;
Through the snow-storm 1 would come
Glad and grateful for a crumb;—
Learn, poor child, to hope and bear;
‘Trust a heavenly Fatucr's care.”
Oh, how sweet the rohin’s atrain,
Warbling by the window-pane!

A.L.©. K.
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dhe Honthly Lecoxd,
NOVEMBER,13868.
~~"NOTES OF TS MONTH.

Thbe British papers are filled with electior
news, much of which is samz:sing and none of
which is so slarming as gloomy seers pre-
dicted. The working classes employ their
newly acquired privileges with as much pro-
pristy as on former occasions but not with ss
much gratitude, if they oust Disrseli and
install Gladstone, the Liberals calculating on &
majority of thirty. But whea were the multi-
tude gratefal? When did the Democratic
monster cease to cry : Give Give, orssy: It
in enough ? Polirics have split the Church
Union, a High Church society, Dr. Purey
having declared for Gladstone and announc-
ed his belief that establishments are doomed.
Gladstone has always been extremely * High
Church,” as it is foolishly phrased. Thetrue
{riends of the English Church hold that the
tonesty of the Romanisers is as low as their
assumptions are Ahigh. It is to be remember-
ed that the same party bave a hankering for
« gpiritual independence.”” They exalt the
ides of ** the church.” The civil law also
hampers their movements. Their zeal is
great and the dearer these principles are to
them, the more willing are they to gnaw at
the crusts of voluntaryism instead of large
state loaves and fat fishes, in the hope ot be-
coming fatter in the end. We cannot, how-
wver, defeqd the lrish Church, the'revenues
of whichiigre about £830,000, and the num-
ber of adhberents the same—that is, they
receive from the state a pound apiece for
being Protestants and trying without success
to convert R. Catholics. Dr. Killen, an able
Irish Presbyterian divine, the author of some
scholarly and edifying books,writes a pamphlat
to shew, that Preabyterians who support the
views of the Westminster divines against
pooery aud prelacy cannot maintain the cause
of Episcopacy in Ireland. Upon the whole,
we are glad that our General Assembly, in
terms of Mr. Cemming’s motion, simply pe-
titioned sgainst the disestablishment of the
Irish Church, without assigning reasons, as
Mr. Campbell’s, Swinton’s and Principal
‘Tulloch’s motions would have had them do.
It is said that Gladstone has not a very good
chance of carrying South Lancashire,

‘The Pope haa called agreat Council at
Rome in 1889, to which he has invited Pro-
testants snd the Bishops of the Eastern
Ciwurch, It is rot likely that the Eastern
bishops, who, while holding a eorrupt form of
christisaity, repudiate papal aathorizy, wili
attend. The Eastern Church, with all its
faults, is a noble protest agaiost the assump-
tion of the kope to be universal bishop. The
Protestants, who may atiend, are expected to
join the papal church, * out of which there is
no salvation.” ‘The invitation is a curious
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sign of the times. What if some of then
should sttend! There is a certain clase of
Protestants who sbould have been in Rome
long age. They have the principles of Ro-
wanists without their honesty. The fact ap-
pesis in these wonderful times, that for the
first time in the history of the world, the
Pope invites to a Council thore whom he has
ever denounced, whose principles he abhers,
and whom he is bound 1o peraecate and des-
troy, classing them with pagans, infidels,
Jews and Turks, Ias the infailible old man
penitent for the past? Are his troubles in
Mexico, Spain, Austria and Italy humbling
the head that has never bLowed or ahat-
ed ite claims? Let none of us so think,
Poperychanges her attitude but not her apiriz.
By reason of the dogma of infallibikiry, hec
corruptions may increase but not dimiish.
By the way the Siccle asserts :hat the Popa
is 8 Free Mason, thougi he has denounce 4
that, and all other secret societies,

The obituary of the past month announces
the death of Dr. Longley, Archbishop of
Canterbury. Disraeli, a Jew by descent, wit!
tbus have the appointment of the highest
bishop in the English Chureh. Whom witl
he appoint 2 Will the futare Archbiahop
be high or low ?—will be interesting ques
tions for & few davs, lean Milman is alan
dead, at the age of 78—a most distingaished
author and an ornament to the Charch of
England. The Pull Mall Gazetle saya of
him: “ It would be difficult to mention among
his survivora any man, who combines in any-
thing like the same degree, learning, genias
and piety.” His works are portical and hie-
torical. ¢ The hisory of Latin Christianity iy
the most effective exposure to be foand in
modern literature of the superstitivns whici
are again bepinning to lift their heaas so
boldly among us. ‘There was a charm in h's
society, which it is difficult to analyze or de-
scribe.” On the other hand a High Caurca
paper, the Record, whines over his fate and
declares not obscurely that he is now paying
up in another world for his apposition to bigi
and dry Christianity in this! Tae Bowager
Duchess of Sutherland, whe 4as thought the
Queen of English beauty in her day—a wo-
man of magmScent appearance and addrers,
of high talents and social influence, has goue
the way cf all the earth, Her three daughters
were married to the Dukeoi Argyle, Lord
Blantyre and the Duke of Leinster. Her sou
is the preseat Duke of Sutberland. Thus
death spares neither beauty nor fashion,
learning nor piety. Charchmein, noblemen,
scholars and be:uties must die. \When the
world agitates cur minds, let us say with Job:
1€ I wait, the grave is mine house.”

Mr. Diaraeli has made two excelient appoin®.
ments, Dr. Magee, an evangelical divine, to
be bishop of Peterborough, and Dr. Manseil
to be dean of St. Paul's.

Dr. Colenso is still bishop of Nataland 1)r.
Gray has returned to Capetown without a
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succesor to the arch-heretic. The Scciety
for the Propagation of the gospel, the oldest
missionary body in Britain, has at a stormy
meeting voted £2,000 fcr the salary of a new
and true hishop. Dr. McCosh hss had a
farew-Il banquet in Brechin, his native town,
hefore departing for America Lo be‘installed
as President of Princeton College—the high-
est eeat af theological learning in America,
and fameus over the world. He is by this
time entered on his duties. McCush is en
uble divine—a man of much metaphysical
acumen and calm logic. There is perhaps an
ahser:ce of warmth and intereat in his book on
the ¢ Dicine Government.” A less able book
with more warmth would be more eagerly
read. In his new sphere may he do honor to
his country and add to his past reputation !
Atthe Brechin bauquet, the Earl of Dalhousie
and Dr. Guthrie alluded to his disappoint-
ment at home in not getting a place in some
of our home universities having led to his
Beceptance of the present appointment. He
\ras a eandidate for the logie chair in Glas-
gow, when Professor Veitch obtained it. Me-
Cosh wus superior 1o hia succesaful rival in
dialectic reputation and might have had the
cffice, hut the Free Church party made s par-
v quenlion of the matier ard vannot there-
fore ccreplain of defeat. Such should not,
however, he party appointments and there is
preat need of university reform in this matter.
Dr. Calderwond, the first U. P. minister wko
Fan ever obtained a chair in a Scottish uni-
verity, kas bren appointed 1o the important
chuir of moral philusophy in Edinburgh.

A revolution of & most sweeping character
in Spain has driven out the Queen and placed
a provisional Committee at the bead of affairs.
The retolutionary manifesto is & calm, digoi-
ged documient. They are dmdgd between
s Republic and a Monarchy, Prim wishing
the former aud Serrano the latter, :lhere is
10 he an appesl 1o the country. There has
been very litile bloodshed, and all parties
weem 1o have heen ashamed of the Govern-
mert and the corruption and disgrace of the
nation. * By their fruits ye shall know
them.” Applyving this rule 10 Romanism it
inthe 2nrse of mankind.  Spain was the mest
Roman Cutkolic country iu Europe. It has
260 covvents and upwards of 30,000 priests.
The peple now want freedom, educution gnd
mligious libenty,  Iiisto be earnestly desired
that the jresent moderation and uneanimity
may continus. But we have smail hope of &
country troined to superstition, from wh{ch
the jrevitabie recoil is towards tumult and ia-

i i v. ) . .

i ‘f\mincial sbuse has interested the Briish
pubsic much for some time. A Mudame
Tucte), a Jewess, bag been prosecated by
ene of Ler sivtims, Mis. Boradaile, widow of
en Ivdisn (fficer for fraud, convitted upan
+ second nial, und sedtenced 10 five years i
tire penitentisry, where she will hare to pick
c:Xum erd wey teflect upon ber weys, I
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seems she has been in Newgate before, Her
place of business was a shop ‘requented by
nobles and fashionables, where she so0ld com-
pounds under such names as—Royal Arabian
soap, Armenisn liquid, Mggnelic dew, water
brought by swift dromedaries from the desert
of Sahara. She professed to make faded
Leauties * beautiful for ever.” ‘'he Jordan
water cost £21 a Lottle,and the soap a guinea
'acake. Wuhout s particle of education—
able neither to read nor write, this woman
flececed Mrs. Borradaile out of £5.000
and when the pigeon was placked bare,
threw her into jail. The worm wredden upon
turned, prosecuted her persecutor, and we gee
the result. Whst an awful sermon this upor
human vanity and corruption! How gulli-
ble are people in vice! What a cheat is the
devii ! Lock at our quack advertisements
and you will see that the world is flled with
Borradailes and Rachels and that if they were
to be all punished, a continent would be re-
quired for the accommodation of the penal
colony.

There is much said of female suffrage, and
aspiring ladiea are claiming votes here and
there—n vagary of.John Stewart Mill, which,
it ie to be hoped, will be sent to tne limbo of
oblivion as soon as possible. Ineuch matters
the hushand must represent the wife, as the
author of marriage :niended and bas taught.
As 1o sirgle ladies of property and widows,
they will best consult tneir respect and com-
fory by leaving such matters to those who can
mix iv the turbid pool of politics with less
injury to themselves, ‘Thuse who love and
aumire the female character most, will never
wish to see them active politicans. -Are the
to mount the stump? Are they to be sheriffs
and catch thieves? e all know they can
speak, are they to be speakers of the House
ot Commouas P Are husbaud and wife to be
on epposite sides in politics? Will the di.
sided house stand?

‘The Rev. Robert Thomson, a personsge
well known under various expressive titles to
those who have in former days Irequented the
Universities of Glasgow, Abherdeen and St.
Audrew’s, has offered for the representation
of the Kilmarnock boroughs, He made his
speech, promising, if not allowed to sit in the
Houst, 10 stand—the audience appreciated
the juke, ard passed aresofution in his favor
with much tan snd wcclamauon.  Jt may not
be commonly kaown thet a cissenting minist-
er can ait in the Britisk Parlisment, but not
a minister of the Kstablished Churches,

In America there have been terrible earth.
quakes, attended with immenac loss of hife and
properiy. * Peru is tha chief seat cf these
movements, which have extended as far north
us Calitoruia.  Forty or fity thousand people
have loat their tives, and anvut S00,000 their
howes. A complete eclipse of 1he sun has
taken place in the east, of wnici the Times
correspoadent in Iadiz, gives a most graphic

description.  ‘Thus we have bud terrible
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< signs in the heaven ghove snd in the earth
heneath.” Bloady reenes have heen enacted
in tha Southera Stutes, The British people
hehave much hatter than the citizans of the
s mast. free and enlizhtened navion on the
face of the eyrth.” The iwo elections are a
The corruption, roguery
and bloodshed 1n the American contest are
appaling.

‘The Rev. Mr. McCall. mirsionsary in P, E.
Ysland, has resigned his commission to the
Col. Committee. The Rev, Francis Nizol, of
Londo~, inappointed by the Col. Committee,
to the nreshstery of Rustigouch and Mirami-
chi, He comes down in December. ‘The
Kirk in Pictou ia nearlv finished. It will be
the most elegant, comfortable 4:d well-pro-
portioned church in the Pravirce, and is 8
«<redit to the public spirit of the people.

A. P,

—( —

THE Rev. Messrs. Anderson and Me-
Gregor—the deputation from the Presbytery
of Pictou appointed to visit our congrega-
tions in Cape Breton—returned from their
labours in the early part of October, after
spending three or four weexs in ministering,
along with our missionaries, to the large con-
gregations that assembled on occasion of the
dispensation of the Lord’s Supper.

Our newly arvived Missionaries, the Revs,
Messrs. Camptell and McDonald, are ful-
filling their appointments with snuch accept-
ance to the people of our vacant congrega-
tions in Pictou Presbytery. The Rev. Mr,
Fogo is doing good work in supplying Trure
and adjoining stations.

WE learn that the congregation of New-
castle, Mirnmichi, N. B., have resolved to
call the Rev. W. McMillan of Saltsprings,
N. S. A wnanimous call, coming from such]
a congregation, ministered to by the late Dr.
Henderson for a quarter of a century, must
be very gratifying to Mr. McMillan, shewing,
as it does, an appreciation of his worth be-
yond the immediate spbere of his labours;
and should he decline the invitation it must
be at a sacrifice of personal cousiderations,
the emolumeants of the Newcastle charge
being, we sre given to understand, nearly
double his present.

Onz or two other changes, either impend-
ing or already accomplished, are noticed else-
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where in our columns, One of the most im-
portant of these is the resignation of the
Rev. C. M. Grant, B. D., of St. Andrew's,
Halifax, with the view of devoting himself
ta the noble wark of a missionary in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland’s Indis
Mission.

WE have received from Edinburgh a copy
of the Revised and enlsvged speech en India
Missions by the Rev. Dr. Norman McLeol.
We hope, in our next issue, to give scme
extracts from this stirring and eloquent ar.l
most instructive address.

Our readers will find, in the present No,
some interesting matter in connection wiin

our Foreign Mission.

s () s

8t. Andrew’s Chureh, Halifax.

—

We understarnd (that ths R:v. Cnas, M.
Grant, B, 1., intimated to hix congregatio
of St. Andrew’s, Halifax, on the 18th Ozto-
ber, that he intended to resign his charge
into the hands of tha Prughstery, and ofer
himaelf to the Foreiga Mission of the Church
of Scotland in India. Tuiis will cripple vs in
the city of Halifax, and to the congregatian
of St. Andrew’s it will at first be felt asa
grea: discouragement. But still no Cheistian
can hear the inelligence withzut rejaiciag,
What field so wide, and witir such demnds
on the British Churches a3 India! Aad it
cheering to any one, having in him a spark
of christian chivalry, to see, not only untri-d
men, freah from our Diviaity Halls offaring
themselves ior the work, ,bit men also in
good positieas in the church alreidy—men
who are reaiy to cut asunder the ties that
bind them to attached and growing congrega-
tions, because they hear Christ saying: “ I
would have thee fight nn one of the high
places of the flald.” Mec. Grant has dons
much during the two years he was minister
of St. Andrew’s. He took it when heavily
in debt, (over £1100) with.a balance against

Lit ‘n the Bauk, with failing numbers and

p.cstige. He leaves it eniirely out of debt,
{and no other Presbyterian Cnuren in this
city is s0,) with a balancs to its credit at the
bank, with an increased eldership and com.
munion roil, and every quarter some addi-
tions were being maue to ue sdhercats, Lot
not thke cangregation lase heart, nor give
their Pastor to Christ’s work grodgingly.
They will then be blessed in giving him as be
will be bleased in giving himeelf.
Halifax, October, 1688,
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Lettor 1rom the Colonial Committee to the
Home Mission Board.

In arawer to a letter from the Colonial
Copnnittee explaining the appointment and
the propoved action of the Home Misrion
Board, and e.ir ¢ whe'her all the corres-
pondeice was to be with the Secretary or
with the Comvener, the following has been
received ;—

G. A, CoroxiaL Missiox,
22 QueeN STrERT EDINBURGK,
23rd Scpt., 1868,
My Dear Sin:

‘I'be Committce were much gratified to
learn that a Home Mission Committee had
tees. appointed by the Synod of the Maritime

rovinces, and they cordially approved of
all your arrangements. The Committe will
herealter entertuin no appiications save those
coming through your Commitiee. The
official correspencence should be addressed
to me. ‘The Convener here, will exercise his
own discreticn hitherto as to replying; but
in ull cases the business part of the corres-

pondence will be conducted by me. Every
etter coming from you will be at once for-
werded to the Convener for his perusal.

Our last act prior to our entering on these
new arrangements, has been the appointment
of the Rev. F. Nicol to the Presbytery of
Miralt;\ii:hi.

elieve me, Very truly yours.
- SiMoN S. LAURIE.

Rev. G. M. GRaNT.

With reference to the last sentence in this
letter, we are sure that all who knew Mr.
Nicol when he was a missionary in the Pres-
bytery of Halifax, many years ago, will be
delighted to learn that he 1s again cowing to
the Maritime Provinces. He was too far
from the the sea awny up in Ontario.

1t is cheering to think that during the last | po

two months we bave received an accession to
our force in our Uuited Synod of six mission-
aries; two Scotchmen from Scotland, Rev.
Mr. Fogo, for Truro, and Folly Mountain
and Mmes, and Rev. John Robertson for
Tabusintac :two Nova Scotians from Scotland,
Revds. Finlay McDonald and Campbell for
the Preshytery of Pictou; and two from
Ontario, Rev. F. Nicol, and the Rev. John
Thompson, (sen of our excelleut elder Isaac
Thompaun, Esq, St. Peteis Road, P. E. L,)
who having finished bis $tudies at Kingston
has come down to labour in the Master's
cause in the Maritime Provinces. Thisis a
noteworthy addition to our strength, and
may perhaﬁ: suggest a lesson to some who
grudged that we should devote our dear
brother—John Goodwill—to the Lord’s
wortk—in the South Sea Islands. Let the
Church generally as well as individuals learn
the lesson, “ There is that scattereth and yet
increaseth; and there is that withholdeth
and yet it tendeth to poverty.”

fHF. CHURCU OF SUCOTLAND
The Presbytery of P. B. Lsland..

The Presbytery of P. E. Island, met onthe

| 20th of August and was congtituted,

The different members of Preshytery, ap.
pointed to supply the pulpit of St. James
Church during thy abrence of the Rev. 'Thomas
Duncan reported, that they had fulfilled
their appointments.

Mer. Alexander Nicolson, B. A., of Queen’s
College, appesred and expreseed his desire 10
receive a certificate from the Preshytery with
the view of admission into the ‘Theological
Hall at Princetown, The Presbytery, with
mnch pleasure, zranted the requestand order-
ed accordingly.

The Clerk of Synod laid on the table an
extract from the minutes of Synod, which en-
joins, that for the future, the Clerk of Session
shal} nct he the moderator of that Court, and
that the Sessrion records be examined each
year by the Preshytery, at its meeting im-
mediately before Synod.

The Preabytery directed that intimation of
this be made to the different Sessions, with
the injunction o act in sccordance therewith,
. In reterence to the Home Mission Board,
the Preshytery considered it proper and ne-
cessary that every missionary within these
bounds. and every Minister receiving aid, be
enjoined to submit to this Court any applica.
tion for supplement, intended for transmies-
ion to the Board, before forwarding the same
and the Preshytery enjoin accordingly.

The Presbytery having taken into coneid-
eration the prospects of being able to form
Lay Associations, in the congregations under
their charge, and a letter from the Rev, G.
M. Grunt, M. A,, of St. Matthew’s, in refer-
ence to this matter having been read, it was
resolved to use all possibie diligence 1o er-
tablish such an Association, throughout the
bounds of this Presbytery, and for this pur-
se, Presbyterial visitations were appointed
in the different congregatiens. In reference
to the above associations, it was resolved
that the funds shall be entirely under the
coatrol and direction of the Preshytery, to be
employed within the different stations as shail
appear most neceseary.

‘The meeting then adjourned to meet again
:z Ch'Town on the first Thursday of Novem-

r.

Closed with prayer,

1A+ MACLEAN, Pres. Clerk.

Dalhousie College Endowment Fund.

Fiyis Coronal cpus. The task is complet.
ed. The edifice is crowned. These are large
words to use for so small an affair as raising
the Endowment of a Professorship, but in-
deed I bardly know whether they are se or
not, so thoroughly rejoiced am I that the
work is done. A few days agn, the Treasur-
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*er—M+. Bremner told me, that of the 8670 { Th» Convener iead a let'er from the Rev.
-required, only a little more than $200 had | DDr. Geldie, which was ordered to be pub-
been sent in, as not more than one-third of ' lished in the Record,—Alro, enclosed in that
the congregations had made the collection | lester, a ntuute passed at the annwil mect.

- enjoined. I felt disheartened at the thought | ing of th2 New Hebrides Miss on, regardins
a suggestion in a letter from this Commince
to Dr. (Geddie, by the direction of our Synui
last yenr in reference to a Mr. Robertsan,
who ‘accompanied the “Day Spring” to
Aneiteun.  'The Synod being infurmed,
that Mr. Robsrtson was desiruus of devoring
himself to the Mission work, and possesset
qualifications, which fitted him for lahour,
wi h good prospects of usefulness, directe |
the committee to enquire, if the Mission, i
New Hebrides, would consider it advisable t»
take him under Theo.ogical training, wii:
the view of his being set apart for reguls:
Mission work. The reply, euclosed froum
that Board, while sh »wing, tkat, that sugges-
tion could not be adopted, at the same tim,
strongly recommends to this Church, t+ se-
-cure for Mr. Rooertson the training require..,
by aiding him on his return to his natire
land, which, on account ot ill health he i~
about to visit. ‘The Rev. Mr. Herdmanread
a letter from Mr. Robertson himself, intimar-
ing his intention to visit Nova Scotiz and
his earnest desire to return to the New
Hebrides, vither as a Lay Teacher at onge or
if the Church would advise it, to go through
the training required to qualify bim as an
ordained missionary. It was felt, that this
offer was one of great importance, aud the
Rev. Mr. Herdman was directed to instruct
Mr. Robertson t place himself, immediately
on his arrival, in communication with the
committee.

A communication from F. M. Board of
the 8:ster Church of the Lower Provinces,
was read, expres«ing gratification, on the

art of that Board, at the appointment of our
Missionary and their willingness to co-oper-
ate with and assist this committee. The
committee would record theix deep sense of
the truly christian and brotherly -apiric,
which dictated this expression of goodwiil
and lym&:thy in Missionary work, snd
ilirected t the same be suitably acknow-
edged.

With reference to the Rev. Mr. Goodwill's
1abours, in visitini the different congrega-
tions, previous to his departure, it was con-
sidered best, that in his return from Phila-
delphia, heshould firat visit the congregations
in New Brunswick, accerding to whatever
arrangements may bo adopted by the mem-
bers of Committee residing there, and that
afterwards he shall visit the congregations
in Nova Scotia and P. E. -Island, in the
order, which circumstances may render most
convenient. :

The committee having 'learned from the
Rev. Dr. Bayne, that articles of clothing &c.
have generaily served a good purpose, in
dealing with the natives of the South Sea
Islands, by the.inflwence, therefrom, to re-

of our church nibbling away, perhaps for two
- ot three yoars to come, at such a trifle; but
that same evening a letter reached me froma
noble hearted christian in the Island, enclos-
ing o deaft’ for four hundred dollars as his
- esntribution, and requesting that his name
should not be published. I felt so thankful
not only to him, but to God who had inspired
him to do such an act, that I could not help
thanking Him aud scknowledging His hand,
and taking courage for the future. Let us all
be convinced thet-we should trust God and
' trust our people more. Let us not be sfraid
of embarking on difficult enterprises becauss
there are lions in the path. The only policy
that it rainous to a congregation or a Church
isa policy of selfishness, of stagnation, of
-sleep. Death is then not far off.

"We should name the places that sent in
collections, Here they are. The Presbytery
of Miramichi gave nothin. In the Presbyte-
ry of St. Jehn, Richmond, St, Andrew’s, and
St, John forwarded collections. In P. E. I,
Genrgetown, Charlottetown, and St. Peter’s
and Brackly Poiot roads gave, the largest
amount coming fram the youngest congrega-
tion. We expected a contribution from the
field of Rev. James McColl, knowing that his
sympathies and thoss of nis predecessor were
enlisted in ths cause, but as yet nothing has
been received. In the Presbytery of Halifax,
St. John’s Newfoundland, and Halifax City
gave. In Pictou Presbytery, New Glasgow,
Saltaprings, Pugwash, and McLennan’s
Mountain sent in their collections.*

A word to those whq have promised but
have not paid yet. Although the work that
we praposed is accomplished, yet if all would
give, we wauld be able to pay our Professor
& quarter in advance and thus put him in the
aame poeition as that in which all the others
in the College are. One word more to ail.
The Collage—though the best equipped in the
Maritime Provinces, and even in the Domin-
ion—as far as the Faculty ot Arts is concern-
ed, needs a thoussnd things yet. We need
more money for the libcary, for apparatus,
for prizes, and for many other things. Itis
good to give when you are asked for such
objects, but it is better far to sead. Very
thankful for what bas been done, let the
Church hope for greater things yet.

GEORGE M. GRANT.

* BSomy others have mads, though they had not
sent in, their collections.~Eb.

s e () e
Foreign Mission.
A meeting of the Committee for this Mis-

sion was beld at Picton on Thursdsy the 8th
«October.
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rjucie ud secure their confilence,
IS to ‘a.ic t *he attention of the several
zations to this watter, and to ask for
«berudt y in providing u supp y to be
.ith the M.ssi. nary,
A. McLieax, Convener.

4]

Our Mission Prospects.

A communication has been received from

M . if. Robertson now at Aneiteum, to the

ettt thet he purposes returning to Nova

Routia to reciuit his health, and to study

wita a view to b2 ordained as a missionary

_in zonrexion with our Church to the New
Heoriue:.  We may explain that Mr, Robert.

son has been suffering under sun stroke,

but is now recov-ring, and that he requires

re.aovai to nis native air to complete his re-

¢ very; but thar is not all—his cotton agency

haviug ended, he is desirous, with the con-

sent of the missionaries, of being equipped

and authorized as a missionary by our Church.

ite writes —* the missionaries spoke to me at

treir meeting with a view to entering upon

nrssion work in connexion wi'k your Church,

and Dr. Geddie read an extract from Mr.

McLean's letter on the same subject, but as

the missionarits have no training institution

here for young men, I have decided in ac-

cordance with the opinion of most if not of

all the.missionaries to go home to Nova

Scotia with a view to be ordained as a mis-

sionary, snd then return to the New Hebrides

to labour among the heathen. For several

reasons, I was shut up to this course, and I

may mention it was the most agreeable to my

own mind. First, the position of a Teacher

would not I think be & happy one either for

m: cr the missl naries. Again the mission-
aries say they cannot take me in for a course

of study with a view of ordaining me, as

they bave not the means of so doing, and

1:sly my wezk state of health; but if the
Church will give me encouragement, I intend

go'ng home to commence study at once.”

This is sufficiently explicit. Accordingly our
M:ssii n Board, which met last week, resolv-

ed gratefully to accept of Mr. Robertson’s

of-r of rerv.ce, and to enter into communica.

tion with him as soon as he arrive here,

which may be expected (). V.) not later than

April or May., Of the reasons which led to

the decision of th- Board the following are

the chicf. (1.) Mr. Robertson’s possessing

" the language of the natives. He has furnish-
ed proof of 1his in translating an address of
one of the chiefs which appeared in our
Record some time ago, and to his ability in
this respect the accompanying documents of
Dr. Geddie's bears witness. (2.) His con-
ciliatory manrersand frank intercourse with
the natives,—and 3rd, his being under
the power of Divine grace and fove for
mission work. As to this last,satisfactory evi-
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dence could be afforded if required. Though
a good living moral yout! and even a com-
municant, Mr. Robertson wus not when h.
left in the * Day Suring” a oonverted man;
it w.i while on board the mission ship that
he came under the power of terious convic-
ions, whica ended through God’s grace in
his joining himself with God's neople, and
even tl'timately at the missionaries persua-
sion taking purt in ther prayer meeting.
Since that he has grown rapidly in his desires
for usefulness, and frequently lamented his
want of sufficient education to gualify him
as a missionary. So that in accepting of his
offer, we do, we think, what any Church would
be glad in our circumstances to do. As
to the official capacity in whieh Mr. Robert-
son wiil serve us, we can say noshing at pre-
sent, He himself adds, * If your Church will
not advise me to to go on with my stadies
but are agreed to send me as a lay agent, to
be under your committee, I see nothing to
prevent me returning as the agent of your
Church.” So that in either way we hase
received an acquisition.

And 1 cannot close without pointing to
the ground of thankfulness afforded us in
our mission prospects. We have one mis-
sionary known and approved of us all who
at the call of duty resigns home, and two
churches, to labor in one of the South Sea
lslands. All honor to him the first the
Church of Scotland in Nova Scotia have
sent to the heathen,

Then we have a lay Christian brother of-
fering himeelf to be set apart to this work,
to him no new work, oft already has he spok-
en to the natives in their own language cf the
story of love, and always has his conduct
been fitting and right ; now that he is about
to be clothed with authority and separated
for the work, should we not thank God and
take courage?

The following document coufirms the
board 1 the step they have taken.

A. W, H,

ANEITEDN, May, 28, 1868.
Minute passed at the annual meeling of the
New Hebrides Mission.

“The Rev. A. McLean, Secretary of the
Foreign Mission Committee of the Church
of Scotland, Nova Scotia, has asked ina
letter to Dr. Gzddie, if it would be advisable
for this mission to place Mr. Robertson
under a course of study here, with a view to
ordination. This mission does not see its
way clear to pursue the course indicated;
but considering Mr. Robertson’s christian
character, the aptitude which he has shown
in acquirirg the Aneiteum language, and his
kind manner in dealing with the natives,
would recommend to that Church, that he

should be furnished with every fachity for .
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nnramng his studies, and be ordained at
ome ; and this mission will cordially wel-
ceme him as a fellow labourer in the cause
of Christ in these Islands: and Dr. Geddie
is appointed to transmit this minute, and
coemmunicate with Mr. McLean on this sub-
Jject.”
JoHN GEDDIE, Clerk.

0

Letter from Rev. Dr. Geddle.

Aneiteum, May 18(h, 1868.
RevV. A. MucLuay,

My Dear Sir,—I received yoar welcome
letter. It gives me pleasure to hear of your
continued interest in the missionary cause on
thess Islands. Oh! how would that interest
increase if your Church had its own mission.
aries labouring for Christ in these dark re-
gions, I trust that the time is not far distant
when this will be the case.

I have not been able to do much for you
since my return to theee islands. This has
ariseo from various causes. In the first place
there were several missionaries to be settled,
and the ** Day Spring™ was fullv occupied in
attending to them, In the next place the un.
happy “ Curacoa” affair has given a sad check
to our work on these Islands, from which the
mission will not entirely recover for years to
come, And finally the wreck of the mission-
ary bark “John Williams” has interrupted
for a time, the intercourse between Waestern
and Eustern Polynesis, from which latter
place we receive our most efficient native
teachers. The prospects are certainly less
fasourable on these. islands than they were
some years ago, but the clouds have begun
to break once more, and we may confidently
anticipate a bright and glorious future. Our
disappointments should nnt discouiage us,
but rather lead us to more humble depend-
ance on God, whose cause we isbour to pro-
mote.

As regards native teachers, I sent two from
this jsland to Fate or Efat last year, They
have been studying the dislect of that island,
and will probably be settled very soon on one
of the small islands sdjacent to it. Our mis-
sion has also made an application to the mis-
sionaries of the London Missionary Society,
on Samoa and Rarotonga for native teachers,
and we have a promise of four or five as soon
s they can be sent to ys. We are now pre-
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paring to extend our mission hevond its pre-
sent limits, and let us pray for G)d’s blessing
on all the efforts made for the fuctheranee of
His own cause. The islands on wnich mi«-
sionaries now labour, in this group, are Anei-
teum, Futuna, Aniwa, Erromanga, and Fare;
all the other islands are etill in heathen dark-
ness. The work of evangelization has ouly
begun on this group of ilands, and not lcss
than 50 missionaries are required to occupy
it. And I may add thit a chain of islauds
extends onward from the New Hebrides to
the Indian Ocean, comprising hundeeds, if
not thousands of islands, where the durkness
of heathenism has never yet buen penetrated
by a single ray of gospel light,

1 trust that God may soon raise up men
among you, who will be willing to forsake the
endearments of home, and come far hence to
preach among the Gentiles ths unsearchable
riches of Christ. How it would gladden our
hearts to welcome one or inare missionaries
from yo1. Do not delay until we can report
favourable openings to you, for if the way is
not clear for the settiement of missionaries
when they arrive, th:y oan help to open
islands for themselves. It would be a posi-
tive advantage indeed to missionaries coming
to these islands, to spend a year or more at
on- of the older stations. 'They wouid then
enter on their own sphere of labour acclimat-
ed 1o somé¢ extent, and with much practical
knowledge of the missionary work, which
could not fail to be useful to them.

The mission families, so far aa [ know, are
well, with the exceptisn of Mr., Morrison.
He has been obliged from failing health 1o
visit Australia, and his medical advisers have
forbidden hisreturn at present. His withdraw.
al ftom the work has been a serious trial to our
mission. May God in mercy restore hia
health, and grant him years of usefuln:as in
these islands.

I hope this season to make a long voyage
among the islands of this group. ‘Tne * Day
Spring” has hitherto done little beyond visii-
ing the iclands on which missionaries and
teachers are settled. It is now time that we
shonld begin to operate on the dark regiens
beyond. I may be abl- to give yuu further

.information about the islands in my next Jet-

ter to you.

I beg tc thank you for your kind letter
and hope your corraspoudence will continue,
1 otill cherish pieasing reeollections of the
Sabbath I speat in your congregation. Noth-
ing impressed me more when 1 was bowme,
than the simple, ear:est, and feryent piety
which it was my privilege 10 witness in some
of the Highland congregetions i your charzh
and our own. It leads une’e mind back to
primitive times, snd reminds me strougly of
what I have seen among native converts on
these islands. My sbeec is full, aud I must
now coaclude. Pray for us.

Ever yours &e.,
Joux GEDDIE,
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Obituartes.

It is with feelings of deep aotrrow we chron-
icle the death of Alex. McKay, Evg., West
Branch, River John. Mr. McKay was born
in the parish of Lairg, Sutheriandshire, Scot-
land, and emigrated to Nova Scotia in 1840,
where he rerided until the end of his earthly
career, which took place on the 30th July,
aged 49 years. He left s widow and many
friends to mourn their Joss,

Mr. McKay was a man given to hospitality.
In him the atranger has i0st a kind friend ;
the needy a helper; the disconsolate a sym-
pathizer. His was a house that was always
open to the people of God, and, especially on
saeramental occasions, his hospitality was
largely shown. It gave him much happiness
and eomfort, at these seasons, to bave his
house filled with the most pious. dev:sut, sged,
and experienced in the word of God: and
what speaks much for his liberal mindedness
and benavolent heart, his house was thrown
open, not only to members of the Church of
Seotland to which he telonged and of ahich
he was & great admirer as well as a liberal
supporter, but also to those of the sister
Churches at these communion seasons. He
was a lover of peace, and we trust he has the
hlessing of such. He looked forward with
great desire und hope for the union of all the
Presbyterien, family.—We affirm not too
wuch when, we say that in him the ministers
of the Gongel:hnve lost a good friend, who;
with his amisble partner, spared no labour or
trouble to make their guest comfortable.
For these deeds of kindness we believe they
shall have their reward. Mr. McKay was a
man of slender ..ame and delicate conatity-
tion, and for tome years past was subject to
severe attacks of illness, He suffered much
a few weeks belore his death. His eng was
peace and a looking forward for s glorious
resurrection and immortality with his Hes-
venly Master.—Con. to Standard.

We have to record the death of Mr, Don-
ald McDonald, of Malagash, Wallace, at the
advepced age of 82 years. Conacious for
some time past, that thie hand of death was
upon him, he spent the greater part of his
time in reading, meditalion, and prayer.
With a trust and hope gratifying to bis
{riends, he waited to hear the voice of Jesus
calling him to his rest and reward. Full ot
the peace and joy beionging to the believer,
he departed this life on the morning of the
}8ta September, amidst the tears and em-
braces of his affectionate wife and children.

The decessed was a native of Rosashire,
Scotland. His family emigrated in the year
1801, and settled in the County of Pictou;
whence he removed to Malagash in 1840.
Many will remember the hearty welcome and
hospitality he extended to.those who had oc-
casion to visit that locality. His house and
table were open to ministers of all denomina.-

"1868

TRE MONTHLY RECORD OF THE OHURCH OF SCOYLAND

tiuns,—his heart was too generous for bigotry
to find even a night’s lodgement. There has
gone from our midst, by tie death of this
worthy man, another of those true-hearted
Scotchmen, whose delight it is to dwell upon
their early reminiecences of Scotland’s hille
and dales, and Scotland's Kirk.
Wallace, Oct., 1868.

DALHOUBSIE COLLEGE FUND.

1868.
Sept 21;. froms McLn’s Mt. congregation $14.66
(1]

3, ** Georgetown, P. E. Island, 10.50
¢ 24, ¢ Charlottetown o 14.25
“ 10, ¢ Oreongck Church, St. Andrcw';lo
Oct. 6, * 8t. John, Nfid, 3158
.

8, *‘ Balt Spring’s cong'tion, $15.00
oLieas discount on American silver, 50c14.60
“w . ‘¢ 8t Andrew’s Church, 8t John's
N.B 29.81

Richmond, N. B. 308
¢ 9 ¢4 New Glasgow congregati-n, 22.00
¢« 13, * 8t. And's Chureh, B. Pt. Road
P E. Island, £1 10s° 0d.
St. Columba’s do 8¢t. P's Road, 1 Gs. 0d.
Alex. Stewart, jr P. E. Island £1 0s. .
John Ferguson. sen " 10s. 04,
Rev. Geo. W, Stewart, " 10s. 4.

P. E.Island cy, £4 ivs. 0d -16.00

Oct. 13, A Friend in P. E. island, 400.00
*¢ 16, Pugwash congregation, 7.36
s 21, Albion Mines, do 9 8n
¢ ¢ Halilax thie month, 62.50

$642.18
JAS. J. BREMNER,
Treasurer.

Halifax, N. 8., 23rd Oct. 1868
® This was forwarded last month but too late.,

.« de Do

L

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

YOUNG MENS SCHEME.

Octl, From Jas.J. Bremner, Col-
lection St Matthew’s Church, Halifax, £10 6s 3

Qct. 1 .
« St, Andrew's “ “« 212 6

Oct 23. Revd Peter Keay, Collection
Greenock Church, 8t Andrew’s, New
Brunswiok, 2 08 0
S8YNOD FUND.
Oct 1, Fiom Jas J Bremner, Colles-~
tion, St Andrew’s Church, Halifax,
1868 HOME MISSION.

Oct 1, From John McLean, Col-
lection, Roger Hill Church, £116s10
RODERICK McKENZIE,

Treasur:r,
Pictou, Oct 31st, 1868,

£1 8114

—_——

Received per Mr. William Mathieson from.
REarltown congregation, for Missionary ser ces,,

o W McMILLAN, P.C.
Oct 29ih, 1868,



