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Fonetio*eHerald
DOVOTOD TU ORIHOO0PI AND ORTHOGRAFI.

PT YER. PORT HOPE, CANADA, Me., 1885. NO? 5.

ALFABETIC STUDIZ.

I.-low MANT VOWELZ? AND W9109?

The last buletin 0v the U. S. Spelinig Ref. Association is just tu handi. The
folowing iz the vowel sohenie givn in it, tharfore approved by the Association:

short. Long.
1. 1 i pick, it. 9. pique, pealr, est.
2. E e, theni, ell. 10. they, veil, ait.
3. A a, cap, itt. il. care, air, ere.
4. Gt a, faest, ask. 12. far, are, ah.
5. 0)e, not, what, odd. 13. nor, 411, awe.
6. 0o, wholty, obey. 14, holy, owe.
7. uu, but, up, won. 15. burn, urge, word.
8. U u, pull, wool. 16. rule, pool, ooze.

The Assiociation propozez a diferens ov shape for eaoh 0v the sounds calld
shorl4 and tu izidicate the coresponding so-cald long sound by the sameshape
with the com2on mark ov length, a horizontal stroke, abuv. Thus, the vowel
in they wil be denoted by 'e' with stroke abuv. In explanation, it iz stated:-

-Nations which uze the Roman alfdbet make the same letr stand for a short
vowet and its long, distinguishing the two, when needful, by a diacritical mark,ý
uzualy the macron. Slight diferenses3 0V quality ar disregarded. It iz propozd
tu uze the new alfabet in this way. Inpopular print the diacrîticad ma r ay
always be omited, ecsept where a diferens ov quality iz.feUt."

It shud be notist, that the words 'fast' and 'lask' ar expected tu b. pronounast
with the a like that in the word father.

Aitho the terms long and short ar uzed it iz flot intended tui imply that the
long difer froni the short in quantity only.: it iz expresly stated that 'siight [?]
diferenses in quality ar disregarded.' So that between a so-calld long and its
ooresponding short vowel ther may be a diferens in both quantity anld quality.

Now here iz a mudi (tu put it mildly) not dezirabi. Vie chief distinguishing
qualitiee ov sounds shudt be discriminated and indicated by establisht dif
ferenses in the shapes 0v the faces ov the letrz reprozenting them. This iz a
very important principi. Bach shape shud with unvarying constancy indicate
infalibly its own elementary sound.

By this mixture ov new letra and diacritios, 16 distinctions ov sound ar made
while ther ar but12 sour, thom nuinherd 12 3 4 e 6 7 8 9 10 13 16. The



Ilth difers flot in quality from the 3rd, r the 121h from, the 4th, the l4th
from the 6th, uer the. I5th from the 7th.~ The quantity ov a vowel de nda
znainly on the accent, surrounding letrz and emfasis. R folowring a vowei va
it increast length or rather increast volume, for quaritity means volume insted
ov length simply. R iz the most notisabi letr iu this respect. Quality ix in-
herent, esseutial, abstract. Quantity iz variabi having vill degrees (writh no fit
bouudary between long and short) frein the lightest whisper tu the loudest
blaring speaking-trumpet, varyiug with thq speaker, the worde the pi>ace, aud
the time; even in the same speaker wheu under diferent emotieus.

Tu suin up aud specify, the folowing sounds, givn lu order froin high tu
low, need alfabetio distinction:-

i pique peak <at seize fiend deer eue machine foetus Coesar fatigue Peter.
ii, pick il in woren busy hymn history guinea ft4feit cringing
iii they veil ail weig7s way campa<gn pray guage fading aching
iv tlzem ell liead heifir jeopardy friend any saici many says brtad
v cap at Isaac have Àfrica assassination angry fancj fan atie
vi are far ah. fat her papa aaaa harm heart Haeriem guard

vui not what odd yacht boite consider knowledge comparative 6'od
vffi nor for aioe George boug&t reform refrmation broad taugkt
ix but up won burn urge word companion enongli cupboard floodi
x wlwlly obey holy owe harmony harmonious potato t<,baoeo floor four
i pull wool good stood signatucre put sugar pusli nature bushel

xii rule pool ooze bru ise through do slwe woo mnove soup two
it shud be obzervd that long i az iu Jlght iz cousiderd a difthong composd

ov theisoun*anumberdvi sud ii. This wil be explaind iundue time.
A few fail tu distingui£;h a diferens between sounds vi and vii. They ar the

ciose8t tugether iu quality ov the dluzu souuds specified abuv. Besides their
distinguishabl diferens iu quality, bard tu eonvey ecsept vivaviooe, the lower
jaw iz depreet more iu vi (and the mouth opend wider) than ini vi.

These ar the sounds comonly belieyd tu need alfabetic reprezentation. Fit-
Man, Grahams Vickroy, E. Lengtey, Larison, Piekard aud others agree tisat
these specified souuds, no more and no les, need eparat signs.

A writer in the N. Y. Independent haz truly sed (what shud be borne wel su
mind) that 'every sound, eRpecially every vowel sound, iz capabi ov an indefluit
nuinber ov variations without loss ov ils ideniity. A traind ear eau dizeru a
duzn shades ov 0Ofor instaus; but one letr wil do for thse whole group. An al-
fabet for practical use must not take note ov minute distinctions. We hâv
ouly tu fiud a letr for eacis group and we shal hav a practical fonetie alfabet.'

Mm-Mr Wm B. Orr writes frein Toronto: 1 znuch prefer yur paper retaiuing
ils prezent sise so that il eau bo enclozd iu letrz Issue it az ofu az yu eau
aford it .... The Five Rules ar eoeelent; insert them ofn in thse expeotation
that sm newzpapers may practis theus and se popularize theni.

THE FIVE BULES.
1. Omit a frein the dîgraf ea wheu pronounet as e-short, as lied, heltis. spred.
2. Omit silent e after a short vowel, as ini hav, giv, liv, defluit, hostil, genuin.
3. Writef for ph iu such words aa alfabet. fantons, canifor, filisofy, telegraf.
4- When a word onds with a dubi consonatnt, omit the lutI, as in shal, clif, eg,
5. Change cd final te i whore ià bas the sound of te as in lasht, imprest, fixi.
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TO )MIBERS OV MUliBIN LANGUAGE CLUB,

UNIVERSITY VOLLEGE, TORONTO.

Sxnis,-That our aifabet à: def .ectiv
cannot be unknown tu yu, az maust also,
that laudabl atemupts ar being made Vu
(à) revise the lase, or tise ]etrs we har
and (ii) cidarj thse alfabet s0 as Vu more
properiy denote orthoepy--in other
words the rectification or our exc'-ed-
ingly irregular orthografy. lu so doing
it iz found that the introduction 0V a
few new fornis becomes necessary. Qv
these, thoz for the vowel sounds ar by
far the more important. Having setld
whatvowel sounds need reprezentation
it becomes an imnportant question tu
whîch 0v these sounds shal be assignd
the existing vowel letrz. Opinions hav
been givn; but. these not being in fui
harmony, it apears need "ul tu carefuly
re-examin the basis ov sueh opinions.
s0 az if posibl tu arrive at convincing
reasons for the selection made. Yu ar
askt tu giv yur careful and deliberat
Mtention tu the matr az a practical and
important one in comparatir linguistie
nolej. 1V iz one inyolring comparison
or pronunciation 0v thse more preralent
modern languages.

Thse problein w'il apear more clearly
if we consider what wud har been the
resulting confusion had diferent nations
adopted sets or shapes diferent in eneh
at thse time the Arabie superseded the
Roman notation thruout Europe. For
exaxupl, supos thse shape 4 had been
taken by us tu reprezent six, while thse
Gerinans uzed it for four, thse French
for two, and so on. [t i 3manifest that
,when thse shapea ov the nine digits wer
introdust intu Brit.ain or ail Etirope, At
was proper tu uze them with ne other
than international or coniparatirly cos-
mopolitan, valyuz. If 4 wer found tu
reprezent four by other nations, thon it
wud har been a grest mistake tu hav
givu any other numnerieal valyu tu it.
If that wer W~ue in the days when the
Arabie notation spred intu Europe, it

MI-

AN OPEN LETR !%, a fortiori, important az Vu new Ietrz
in thes'e days or world wide intercours.
Otherwise, the aniount 0V transhitera.
tion wil stil be enormus. It iz beiievd
by mnany Vhat any alfabet which leaves
this principi out of view wil not be
acceptabi.

In like mariner, the 5 current vowel
Ietrz ae i o ushud be uzed byus with
valyuz in at least comparativ accord
vvith their use by other nations.

À e i o ui being assignd Vu reprezent
specifled sounds, the first part of thse
probiexu iz solvd. Yu ar not askt tu
go beyond. Selecting gooci forms for
the other vowel sounds (categorically
givn elswhere) wil complete the alfa.
betie vowel reprezentation. WhaV ar
thse elementary sounds yu alredy know
or can leru. They ar Vu be found in al
standard treatises on Enghish. Thse
subject belongs tu Eriglisis az regards
its history, structure and etymology;
but it aiso, bAlongs tu eomparativ fiiol-
ogy and coniparativ orthoepy.

Yu ar in exoeptionally goodl envi-
roninent for its solution: yu hav tutors
and professors for thse Romance tungs
az wel az for German and Engiish; yu
cani rediiy get any secondary light vu
need froni ded Vungs, Sanscrit, Greek,
Latin, Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriao az wel
az Arabie: they ar at yur elbo.

Any ansr flot based on a thoro con-
sideration sud several rnonths digestion
and tomparison vril be, worthies.

The prob lem iz a giand one, scientifie
and oosmopolitan. IV furnip'ies yu az
Iinguists with a practical purpose or an
objeetir point in yur work-one by
which yu eau compare and test rehults.
See on this point remarks by Mr Hen1r
Sweet, past prezident 0v Epg. Filologie
Society, az recorded eiswhere.

Ezra Corneil sed: "J1 wil found an
institution where any one eau lern any-
thing." Light izwisht in this matr-
we stil look Vu institutions QV lerning
for iV. sit lux.

AUlow me tu congratulate yu en the
existence or a Club sueis az yurs. It
had. neither place nor name in my col.
ege days. IV iz ominous for good- thse
dawn or an era or precise scolarship.
Further explanations givu byadresing

rURS8 RESPROTPULLY
A. IIAhfWION.

Fort Hope, 8it JIay,' ]885.
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EYGLLS!f SP. REF. ASSOCN. notions iver, that an acurat pronuncia-
tion cud be aquired by niere imitation,

From the Fonetic Jurnal'ir accounit withotit the help 0V fonetic analysis,
ov he nyial eetng n Lndo weand that minute distinctions cud ho
0V te aynalmeeing1H Lndo WOsaf*ely disregarded in understancling or

extract, the folowing:- speakin 7 a living langwej. Even a
Mr J B. IZUNDrl.L then moved the purely li'erary study ov a ]angwej Rhud

re-election 0v olticerà. 1lie sed that be based on its collo1 uial form. for this
the prezent age haai been described az alone was sinipi. regular and definitly
one in which the nove! had replaced lirnited in the range ov its fornis and
the sermon. ] t was encuraging thai'- vocabulary. No langwei cud be really
fore tu Eind the question ov speling re inasterd eosept thru a fonetic notation,
forai mentiond in the novels ov tu. day. [not ecsepting our own]
In that popular work, "Ail Sorts and
Conditions ov Men,*'ther wer three Nn3ws.-We ar always glaci tu receiv
separat ataks on speling in its prezent items ovnew8. If papersar sent, par-
condition. If it wer brought home tu agrafs shud be markt.
the teachers who had flow s0 Iaborius OTE-16psae(ndi)
ly tu impres upoL the minds 0V the Eo a n c--Thvan prostage (Cnaian)
yung the spelingr or our langwej that o îg oy0 n ezdclwih
that speling was condeoed by the lead ing les than an ounce iz hat' a cent. -
ing etymologists 0v the diay, Who wer & ne-.haf cent stamps ar for sale. This
ail in favor ov fonetic speling. he tho t applies tu the IIeRALD.
they wud be weiand tromi their prezent 4-Eeypbi edn omiopinions; and thien thru them might be the Evry ubeli edn room mr
reatt îest pes ayhin wea the or les ov the literature ov Simplifiedrts chanen ov aîn.in n h Speling. Suni one in every city andw&y vcag vsei. town shud atend tu this. Mechanics'
Mr PAGLIÂRDINI seconde'I the motion, Institutes, Y.d..Associations, colejes3

and remarkt that Lord Tennyson had and other places bar reading roonis.
onsented tu become one 0V the vice-ruastmhepbituheig oprezidents 0V the Associatioa becauz 'rzcsoztepblctitesgto

he wsh. tht th prnuniatin wichnew spelingià iz even more needed than
bro t eut the efects dezignd in biz Po- abstract arguments. The educated al-
etry shud be faitlat'ully î'ecorded t'or the redy no m")zt o'i thein The ignorant
use 0v future times. agedwil not understand. Suchi printe<l lit-

The motion being gre tu Mr erature shud be properly placed and
Henry Sweet, M. A., was cai upo tu rgial u
deliver hiz Lecture on -Speling IReform B'h jakm.lntszw d
ini its relation tu the Practi. ai Studies not go by eni clasification ov sonnds
or Langwejez." givn hy the authorities." Az this iz so

Mr 8WEET began by quoting Prof. indefinitand laks exampi and explicit-
Seeley's remark that the study 0v 9 s- nes w ar at a loss We hav diligent-
tory, while it shud be scientiflo in it ly conipard the best authorities botii
method shud pursue a practical object. with one another and with the AcTUAL,
Mr' Sweet wud extend the application the sounds themselvz and their mode
0V this remark tu the science ov fil- ov production by the v9)cal organs; in
ogy. ilithertu, this science, Mr Sweet other words, scientitic fonology and
îed, had not exerted any farorablin-l" the fysiology 0v speech. Authorities
fluens on the practical, study ov ian- ot.ý anatomny difer; ca.réfiil dissection iz
gwej, but rather the revers, az shown the final apeal. Dissect sounds, Mr.F.,
by the former hostil attitude ov filolo- compare authorities, and'giv us a betr.
gists and clasical scoLarz tu speling re-
form. The remedy for this lay in the

recgniionora siene r Lvin ~ The FONZOTIC HO RALD iz pubishtrecgniionov scenc ov Liingfl-monthY <oeptJuly and Aug.) Et iz devnted
ology, based on the thoro study or liv- tu PAoyNUNcîÂT10N. and tu explaining and ex-
ing langwejez by means ov fonetios eniplifying the 8implici, and practicabiltz,

andpycoogy Twcomnbueroousovswndingour OaTHzcaK&P SOaZtu SPelbYandpycoogy Tw coon uteones ound insted or by iiernorv. àicents a year.


