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THE

CHRISTIAN BANNER.

4 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.”
¢ This is love, that we walk after his commandments.”

VOL. XL COBOURG AND BRIGHTON, APRIL, 1857. NO. 4.

DR. SHEPARD REVIEWED, No. 2.

For the Christian Banner.

Pursuant to promise I now resume the farther consideration of Dr.
Shiepard’s address published in the Dee. No. of the Banner. That part
of the Dr’s address which Ishall take up at present is to-what he says
about church authority. Dr. Shepard says page 369 ¢ the chiirch has
no authority.” As I differ from Dr. 8. Tshall now produce my reasons,
but before proceeding, I would say that it is freely granted here, that |
the Lord Jesus is king on Zion’s hill, and the sole Lawgiver in Hig
kingdom, and that no church, no man, nor class of men, has any au-
thority to add to, alter, amend, or set aside, any one of the laws of the
kingdom, without incurring the king’s displeasure. But while this is
freely granted and cven contended for, I also contend that the Lord
Jesus (being now absent in body) bas committed to the churches a
certain amount of power and authority, to be by them exercised in His
absence, in accordance with the laws of the kingdom, see Rev. 2: 5,
18, chap. 3: 2. .

i I shall now enumerate some of the things which in my opinion the

church has authority to do. 1st, The churches have authority to re-
. ceive members inte their communion, upon a confession of their faith in
Jesus as the Son of God and the Saviour of sinners, and professing a
willingness to conform to the laws of the kingdom, and also to reject
persons seeking admission into the church, if these are known to hold
sentiments subversive of the truth contained in the christian scriptures.
¢nd, The churches have authority to exercise a certain amount of super-
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vision and care over their own members, warning the unruly, comfort-
ing, exhorting, and even reproving (by those appointed by the church)
those who require such dealing, and finally to expel out of her commun-
ion unworthy members, who neglect to reform, after the instituted
means for reclaiming them prove fruitless. Matt. 18: 15, 18 ; 1 Cor.
5:5,7;1Thess. 5: 14 ; 2 Thess. 3: 6. 3rd, The churches have au-
thority to judge of the qualifications and elect (or choose) their own
office-bearers, Acts 6: 3, 6. And I respectfully ask, why not ordain
them also, for it is easier to ordain than judge of the necessary qualifi-
cations. 4th, When any difference arises between members of the same
church, respecting worldly matters, which cannot be adjusted by the
parties at variance, the church has authority to appoint fit and proper
persons, to examine into, and judge between the parties at variance, to
prevent expensive lawsuits, which would disgrace the christian name.
5th, The church has authority to collect money from her own members,
to defray the necessary expense of religion, and supply the wants of the

oor or destitute persons, and to furnish support to those proclaiming
the truth to the unconverted, or any other charitable or religious purpose
calling for support, such as the undertaking in which the Bible Union
is engaged, or any sudden calamity falling on any locality, Acts 11 ; 27,
2 Cor. 8: 2, 16, Phil. 2: 25, chap. 4; 15, 18. In the collection of
money care must be taken that no person is oppressed, or compelled to
%ive beyond their own free will, although asa general rule equality
should be observed, that is, every one to give according to his ability,
6th, When any thing is to be done abroad, beyond the limits of the
ohurch, which cannot be attended to by the ordinary office-bearers of
the church, (these being stationary in the church) the churches insuch
cases have authority to choose fit and proper persons to go on such er-
rands, and transact such business as the case may require, including the
chosing of fit and proper persons to proclaim the truth to the unconver-
ted, or assist weak churches needing help. Persons thus sent may be
and are properly called, ¢the Messengers of the churches,” (but if the
churches had no authority they could have no Messengers, being des-
titute of authority to appoint such.) Acts 15: 22, 28, Ist Cor. 16: 3,
¢nd Cor. 8 : 19, 23, Phil. 2: 23.

In the perforinance of all we have named above, the churches have
sufficient direstions how to exercise their authority, in the constitution
of the kingdom. But there are many other things which churches may
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and as religious hodies must do, and about which the laws of the king~
dom say just not one word, neither could be expected to say, as these
must always be regulated by fimes and circumstances. Some of these
I shall now mention.

Every church has authority to appoint the hour and place of meeting,
whether for worship or business ; some churches meet in a rented house,
some purchase a house, others meet in a school house, some in a private
house, and there have been meetings in barns, and even in the open
fields. I have attended church meetings in all such places myself.
Other churches have built houses for worship, and when this happens
the church has authority to determine the shape and size of the build-
ing, also of what materials, wood, stone, or brick; authority also ic
appoint proper persons to superintend the building, purchase ground,
&c. Now as about all this the constitution of the kingdom is silent,
every church has full power and authority to follow their own judgment
and discretion, and choose that plan that suits best their own ciroum-
stances, providing that nothing be done to oppress the christian people,
or transgress the laws of the kingdom. Take away from the churchee
the power of doing all we have mentioned above, and the churches are
left powerless indeed. Transfer the power of doing all we have named
above, to any man, or class of men, call them evangelists or what you
pleage, and it will soon reduce the churches to a state of tyranny and
oppression, very like popery, and ultimately to confusion and disorder.
Let any man, or class of men, enter the churches, and attempt to claim
the power of doing all we have named above, and I feel confident the
churches will rise in their might, and ask by what authority they do
these things, and who gave them such authority. And as I believe
that no man can prove that he has such authority from the Head of
the Church, it will follow as & matter of course that the authority is in
the church, the only place where it ought to be, or where it can remain
with safety.

I have examined Dr. Shepard’s address with some care, and I cannot
help saying that in my humble opinion Dr. 8.’s  address has a striking -
resemblance to popery, in more than one particular. Let us examine
a little. Any oue the least acqua,mted with popery knows that popish |
churches are powerless, that is, the common people who of course com- !
pose the churches, must yield a ‘blind obedience to -the priests,the ! i
whole power is in the hauds of the clergy, chiefly .in ;the_hands of jthese | ,
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grades called Popes, Cardinals, Right Reverend, and Doctors of Divin-
ity. Let us now examine Dr. Shepard’s plan. He says, page 369,
¢ the church has no authority,” thus rendering the churches us power-
less as the popish churches; here is one point of agreement. Dr. S.
gives all the power to a class of men called evangelists ; these rescmbio
in power and authority the popish grades above named. The evangel-
ists according to Dr. Shepard are now the highest grade (or order) in
the churches. This order seem to have authority over all classes of
christians, while they themselves are subject to none. They have ac-
cording to Dr. 8., the sole power to propagate or perpetuate their own
order, also the sole power to form and organize churches, chosing and
ordaining church office bearers, and of entering into churches and re-
proving publicly the rulers or overseers of churches, and of course all
other classes of christians, while as far as appears from Dr. Shepard’s
address no man or church can eall them in question for what they may
do or teach, and as far as I can see, the Dr. has not left a single avenue
open, through which the people when oppressed by this order of men,
could obtain any relief. Even matters of difference arising between
members of the same church, and which the Lord Jesus gives authority
to the church to determine (see Matt. 18: 18,) in the last resort, Dr.
8. true to his creed, will not allow the church to meddle with ; he trans-
fers it to his favorite order the evangelists, see page 367. If thisis
not laying aside the commandment of God, and teaching for doctrine
the commandments of men, I cannot tell what would be doing so. Let

the reader turn to Dr. S.s address, page 365 line 7 and 8 from the |

foot, let him then read Batt. 18 : 15, 18, then turn to page 367 and
read lines 4, 5, and 6, from top, and say if Dr. Shepard is not a complete
democrat according to his own definition of the term. I now ask the
reader to show me where 1 have charged Dr. Shepard with anything
that is unfair. Although my hand shakes, being now in the 7ird year
of my age, perhaps after I get a rest I may overhaul another part of
Dr. Shepard’s address.
River John, N. S., Feb, 14th, 1857, Jaues SiLrars,

UNION—AN INTERESTING DIALOGUE.

CHAPTER IV.
Present, a Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Lutheran,
4iid Christian—all preachers. Prayer by brother M.
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Presbyterion. I have been looking over the report of our last meet-
ing in the newspapers, and I am disgusted with Mr. C.’s remarks
just before we separated. I see that he is catering to the prejudices of
the people, and drawing upon their feelings by his everlasting plea for
union, ag if the salvation of the world depended upon it.

Methodist. That is my mind well expressed. I see that Mr. C. is
ready to take advantage of the sympathies of the people to defeat us;
but he can not gesround me in that way.

Christian. Y.ou admit then, gentlemen, that the prejudices of the
people, their sympathies and feelings are in favor of union.

Lresbylerian, Yes, sir, I admit it, and you know it, and now ap-
peal to them to make head against us.

Christian. Then you can see that our churches have done right in
making us responsible for division ; for the people are opposed to it.
If we were all of the same mind with our brethren, disunion would
soon be at an end. But why complain of me for appealing to this pop-
ular feeling in favor of union among the members of our respective
churches? Is not the feeling right? Is not the heart of that husband
right in the sight of God, who feels an ardent desire to be united with
his own wife? Is not the heart of that parent right, who desires to be
united with his own children? Isnot-the heart of that child right who
wishes to be united with its own father and mother? Are not the pre-
judices, feelings and sympathies of all the good everywhere right, whe
wish to be united in one body in accordance with the will of God? If
they are not right, the prayer of Jesus, that they nght be one, as he
and his Father are one, is not right.

Presbylerian. Mr. C., I cannot restrain my feehngs, when I hear a
man talk as if the salvation of the world depended upon Christian
union.

Christian. Well, sir, restrain your feelings or not, Jesus prayed for
the union of believers, ¢ that the world might believe.”” Whether you
think the salvation of the world depends upon union or not, the Lord
saw, when he uttered this prayer, that the faith of the world, in some
respects, depends upon, the union of the followers of Christ. We may |
argue with infidels as we please, and send missionaries to the pagans,
 and they will never believe and never be converted, unless the professed
followers of Christ unite. .

Methodist. 1 see no use in everlastingly harping upon Christian

—
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dnioi. Tt is not the Alpha nor the'Omega of the religion of Christ.
Baside, I kwow that I have enjoyed the love of God without all this ado
dbout uniod, and God will bless us again.

Baptist. Brethren, I should like to look at this matter coolly. If it
is true, as brother C. argues, that the conversion of the world depends
upon the union of believers, the subject is a more serious one than I
bad thought it was. It appears much, as brother P. seid, as if the sal-
vation of the world depends upon union. One thing is hecoming obvi-
ous, viz: that our support depends upon our union.

Presbyterian. Dr. Rice has shown, that we now have Christian
union, and that the union we now have is better than if we were all
amalgamated in one church,

Luiheran. 1 read all that Dr. Rice said on that point, with the
fond hope that he would make an apology for our present condition ;
biit I felt more condemned at the elose of my reading than at the com-
tiiencement. I have never been able to twist my conscience so far, as
to think that when Paul exhorted the Corinthians to be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same judgment, and that there
be ho divisions among the, he only intended such a state of things as
we now have. And when he said, « Thereis one body,” he meant that
we now compose that body.

Episcopalian. PBrethren, I have spent much time in perusing an-
cient Church History, and I am free to admit that there was but one
church, but one order, denomination, or communion in the apostolic
churchies. The apostles all belonged to one church, and all the first
Christians. No man the least acquainted with church history can deny
this. .

Baptist. Brethren, i’ has now been a little over two months sine
my brethren suspended my pastoral labors by withdrawing my support.
I have had but little to do but read and ineditate upon this subject ; and
I ot 6nly agree to the statement that there was but one church in the
gpostolic age, but they had but one faith. And, to be candid, ever since
T have been 4 minister of the Gospel, when I wag most engaged in the
cailse, and felt the deepest emotions of piety, I always prayed for the
uhnion of all the children of God.

Methodist. Brethren, I do not know what you 2ll mean, in the
strange turn things seem to be taking; but since you are expressing
jourselves so fréely, I will state candidly that when I got religion—
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yes, Mr. C. got religion—I must use that good old expression, though
I know it grates upon your ear—I say, that when I got religion, I felt
that I could take all the followers of Christ in my arms; I lovedall the
children of God. And, since reflecting, I can recollect that I have
always prayed for the union of all the good, in times of revivals, and
when I felt more fully the power of religion. I maust confess too, that
I have always, in my secret prayers, most fervently prayed for the union
of good people.

Christian. I have observed, brethren, in all the prayer-meetings I
have attended, where the more spiritually minded are always to be
found, that I rarely beard a prayer without a special petition for the
union of all the God-fearing. 1t is the very spirit of piety thet cries
to heaven for the union of the Lord’s people. The Lord prayed for it.
The Holy Spirit, in his holy teachings through the apostles, command-
ed it. The holy martyrs of Jesus prayed for it. All holy men from
the beginning of the reign of Christ to this day, in their most devotional,
spiritual and solemn hours, have not only desired the union of the
saints, but prayed for it. All the good are in favor of it. The Bible
is in favor of it. The Holy Spirit requires it. Jesus prayed for it.
Almighty God commands it. All the angels in heaven and the redeem-
ed spirits would unite in 2 shout of hallelujah to God and to the Lamb,
to see all the holy and pious on the earth unite.

DPresbyterian. Gentlemen, I know not whether you are carried away
with excitement, or driven by the loss of your salaries; but one thing
is certain, at the rate you are going, you will all find yourselves caught
in the “ gull-trap” of Disciplelism. I am not prepared to be carried
away with such humbuggery.

Baptist. 1 would first remark to brother P., thatI am an old man,
and was in the ministry when he was born, and that rashness is a fault
of young men. Ugly expressions, hard speeches and sarcasm may
show an evil temper, but can never exhibit the spirit of Christ. I do
not plead guiltless in keeping up these divisions. I can say this: I
always desired to do right, but I find it is easy to produce an effect,
different from what we desire. I can see now, that I preached many
sermons calculated to keep up party feeling. But one thing I now see,
and that is, that when I was successful in revivals, I was always on
other themes—themes that inspired love among the people, and love in
my own heart. You, my young brother, may indulge in hard names




106 . THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

and party feelings; but will never save one scul, build up your church,
or gain the approbation of Jesus in that way. We shall account to the
Lord for our work. Qur salary, that has been referred to, is a small
matter ; but our acceptance with God is & great matter. You see the
expense we have been at in our town, in building churches, sustaining
preachers, ete. You see also, what we have done and what we are now
doing. Six of us have preached here during the past year, and we have
not converted a dozen persons. Some of our members have run into
Universalism, some into infidelity, and others back to the world.

Presbyterian. These are weak-minded persons that have taken up
with these fooleries.

Baptist. If so, they shocld not have their minds perplexed with
partyism ; and we are the more to blame for not taking carc of them.
But T was going on to ask what can we do in our divided state ? That
we can do but little, if any good, in our town, is now as manifest as
day. That we can not stand before Romanism, infidelity, and the
pagan world, in our present condition, is beyond dispute.

Lutheran. Brethren, it appears to me that the course you ave about
taking, will amount to the same asan acknowledgment that the resolu-
tion passed by the private members of our churches, was a just resolu-
tion. Tt is a bold push when the private members of churches correct
the minisiry in doctrine.

Episcopalian. T think ag much. If this state of things isto be
maintained, the rulers will become the ruled.

Presbyterian. I have been surprised all the evening, that you could
not see where you were going to. 'We will look well, submitting to the
private members of our churches to correct us in doctrine!

Christian. Brethren, I hope you will not let pride drive you frum
doing what you know to be your duty. Aquila and Priscilla, privale
members, taught the mighty and eloquent ¢ Apollos the way of the
Lord more perfectly.” Let us be as humble as he.

FOR WHOM IS BAPTISM INTENDED?

[There lies before us a pamphlet entitled ¢ The Apostolic Commission:*
A Discourse delivered by Dr. S, E. Shepard, delivered in the Disciples’
Chapel, New York.”> The subjoined extract from our friend’s address
may serve to show how brother Shepard treats Lis subject, and also
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serve to arrest the attention of some who are studying the ordinance
of baptism in the light of God’s oracles.—D. O.]

FOR WII0M 1S BAPTISM INTENDED 1

Some respond, for adults—some, for infants. But the Sucred Ora-
cles say nothing of either. Not one word is said, in all the Revelation
of God, concerning cither infant or adult baptism. No man was bap-
tized by the Apostles because he was an adult—no one because he was
an infant. It is not written, IIe that is an infant, and is baptized,
ghall be saved ; nor yet, He that is an adult, and is baptized, shall be
saved. Baut it is written, “ He that believes and is bapti: :d shall be
saved.” How different this from the institution of circumcision. The
law in that case, *made and provided,’ reads, *He that is eight days
old shall be circumcised.” TFaith and unbelief had nothing to do in the
aifair of circumcision. As it regards qualification for that institution,
they were equivalents. Not so with baptism. It matters not how old,
or how young one may be. That is not the question. < If thou be-
lievest with all thy heart thou mayest,” is the exponent of the qualifi-
cation required. But as the phrase infant baptism,” in this contro-
versy, is used of the baptism of persons too young to believe, I shall use
it in that sense. And here we take the broad ground, that there 1s not
a single command, in all God’s word, {o baptize a babe. And farther,
that there is not a single iustance, on the Socred Record, of the baptism
of a babe. No man living can show a command of God for it, or an
example of it. John did not preach the baptism of babes, but the
baptism of penitents. The Apostles and their joint laborers preached,
“ He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.” ¢ Repent and be
baptized, every one of you.” ¢If thou believest with all thy heart,
.thoumayest.” In accordance with this preaching we are assured that
when the Samaritans “ believed Philip, preaching the things concerning
the Kingdom of God, and the nawe of Jesus Christ, they were baptized
botl, men and women.” But not a word is uttered concerning the bap-
tism of their babes. Read over all that has been written in defence of
infant baptism, and you will find, that not one author has ever found
a command to baptize a babe, or an example of its having been done
by any of the Apostles. It is, therefore, entirely destitute of Seripture
authority. The Catholics are honest. They confess that it is not to
be found in the Secriptures, but justify it on the authority of their

«Church. R . .
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But, out of respect to Protestants who practice this rite, and who de-
sire to find some Seripture premises from which they caninfer it, I will
nolice “the household baptisms,” o often referred to by them, in jus-
tification of their practice.

Read the 16th chapter of Acts. Lydia and her family were baptized.
On this statement great reliance is placed. But let me inquire, Who
was this Lydia? The answer given in the narrative is, she was “a
certain woman,” “who worshipped God”—who “heard” Paul and
Silas preach Christ. Where did she hear them? At ¢ Philippi.”
Did she reside there? No, she was ¢ of the city of Thyatira.” What
did she come to Philippi for? She was “a seller of purple.” Was
her little child with her at Philippi? The Book says nothing on that
point. Had she any little children ? The Book issilent. Had she
any children? All is silent. Where was her husband ? No one
knows. Had she aliving hushand? No man can tell. 'Was she ever
married? All issilent. Silence reigns. Now if there is no evidence
that Lydia had ever been married, or ever had any children—or if she
had children, that any of them were too small to be believers in Christ 3
what kind of evidence is there here of infant baptism? Certainly we
ought to require the proof of, at least, one babe ; and the advocates of
infant baptism should show that she had a little babe, and that it was
with her at Philippi.

THE HOLY SPIRIT, No. I.

1 invite all Disciples who are willing to review the subject of the in-
fluence of the Holy Spirit to a candid perusal of a few brief essays
touching this doctrine ; not because we are all supposed to be in error
here, nor because we imagine ourselves able to instruct many ; but rather
that some good people have, undeniably, but indistinet vision, and
others entertain real errors of no trifling concern in reference to the
Spirit. And a3 we profess to be guided by the one Book in all religion,
its authority, even when it refutes our most cherished views of christi-
anity, ought to be ultimate.

Should any one discover that he has misunderstood the scriptures at
this point, the disgrace will not consist in yielding o truth, but in ob-
stinately clinging toan error. And if I be found in ertor and should
any brother in a christian temper administer a correction, I hope to be
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able to receive it in meckness. Much attention is being directed to this
subject asueng our brethren in different parts of the Union; a wide
spreading dissatisfaction is being esperienced with a certain theory pro-
mulgated years ago among us, and as the Reformation, in the absence
of Creeds; forms a great Bible Class determined to learn the truth, this
matter will be likely for a few years to command no little attention,

Simply as a theory, the error alluded to deserves no more attention
than any other ahstract proposition, but as our conduct is regulated in
50 large a measure by our theories, these, if they stand in the way of
our spiritual good, should be promptly met and fairly exposed. I do
not now refer to the long-since exploded dogma, so willingly cherished
by most protestant sects, that the Spirit must abstractly, without means,
quicken every faculty ere one can either believe or obey, and that, with-
out the word, he reveals God’s will to mankind, but I mean an error
which is as great, viz: That the christian is not to expect to enjoy the
Holy Spirit as a personal agent, a spiritual existence, an entity; but
rather the mind or disposition of Christ; that we need not pray for the
indwelling of the Spirit itself, but rather pray that we might possess the
gpirit of christianity, the spirit of the gospel, the fruit of the Spirit, &e.
Now, that we should possess the mind of Christ and all the other fruits
of the Spirit, there can be no doubt; but is this all that is meant by
the injunctions to be filled with the Spirit, to be strengthened with all
might by the Spirit, to Lave the fellowship and communion of the Holy
Spirit, and to pray for the Spirit? In what chapter and verse do the
apostles exhort us to be filled with the spirit of the gospel orthe spirit
of christianity? The belief and obedience of the truth certainly is fol-
lowed by the gift of the Spirit, but the Spirit given is not the spirit of
christianity but the Spirit of Christ, not simply the spirit of the gospel,
but the Spirit of its Author. We must not regard the Spirit that
¢ dwelleth in us,” as a mere ghost of the Holy Spirit, an attenuated
shadow of it, or as an unreal, vaporous nothing. 'We make no preten-
sion in explaining what or how it is in the heart ; wo call it neither
body nor substance, but only say that whatever it was that raised up
Christ from the dead and that shall quicken your mortal body, is the
same thing that * dwelleth inus,” Rom. 8: 9. The Spirit of God is
everywhere represented as a personality and not as an airy, unorgan-
ixed, impersonal influence. ¢ The Spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters.” By his Spirit he ¢ garnished the heavens.” He in-
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structed the ancients “by his Spirit in his prophets.” “Holy men
spake ag they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”” The things that eye
hath not seen God has “revealed unto the Apostles by his Spirit.”
Ng intelligent disciple would dilute the strength of these seriptures by
substituting anything instead of the real personal Spirit of God men-
tioned therein ; and is it not the same Spirit that God sends unto the
hearts of all his children? When the Saviour promised the Holy
Spirit to those that ask for it, shall we weaken the whole passage by
making it offer nothing but a kind of disposition? which is indeed a
fruit of the Spirit, but not the Spirit itself,

It is quite possible for us to fail of the richness and depth of God’s
blessing by limited views of his promise. Who can say that we may
not now, as in primitive times, be filled, not with miraculous power,
but with the comforts of the Spirit, enjoy the peace that passes all un-
derstanding, and be filled with 2ll the fulness of God? In answer to
all these promises of the Spirit it is quite easy to say; Oh! these be-
long to the days of miracles.” ¢That was said to the Apostles and is
peculiar to the ancients.” True, there is now no reed of miracles, and
these promises imply no miracle. But all the comfortless now, as well
as then, need the comforts of the Spirit ; the weak nced to be strength-
ened with might by the Spirit in the inward man; and all need the
love, the communion, and fellowship of the Spirit. Let us not become
too liberal and give away all the dearest promises of the Bible. What
is the specizl office of the Spirit and how far we ought to carry our ex-
pectations of aid from on high, may be better understood when more
fally discussed.

T. M.

CHRIST’S GOSPEL AND CHRIST’S KINGDOM.

Broraer OuirranT :—My object is not to have the last word in con-
troversy, or to exhibit tact, shrewdness, or witty sayings to suit the
itching ear of the vain, but the honor of God, and bepefit the honest
hearted after truth. Neither do I hold myself responsible for all the
errors, enthusiasm, and speculative fanaticisms, dreams, and visions of
those called Adventists; but ¢ What seith the scriptures?’ ¢how read-
est thou I But why should I be under the necessity of staiing again
my belief as to the centre-point in preaching to sinners? Answer:
Because you have neglected entirely the arguments and Bible testimo-

et
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ny which I adduced on that point. But I will present them again as
you will find it on page 246 of August Banner, 1856 :— When any
one believes the gospel of the kingdom as preached by the apostles, and
in the name of Jesus Christ as the rightful beir to David’s throne, ac-
cording to Acts 2: 30, and is willing to reform and take Jesus of Nag-
areth as his lawgiver, priest, and king, we, by the authority of Christ,
baptize him into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for the
remission of sins.”

1 asked, and now ask again, Is this right? Will you please give a
definite answer? Please give what credit you can to ¢ friend Chase,”
if you can’t in conscience call him brother.

But to saints, the centre-point is the second coming of Christ. But
what do 1 mean by centre-point? Answer : The point or period where

God’s promises concentrate—the realization of the Christian’s hope ; |’

in fact, where faith and hope vanish away before the grand and glori-
ous realities of enjoyment. In proof of this I referred to Paul’s first
letter to the Thessalonians, 2: 19. “TFor what is our hope or joy eor
crown of rejoicing? Are not even you in the presence of our Lord
Jesus Christ at his coming.”” Again, 4th chep., “ For this we say to
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain to the
coming of the Lord, shall not prevent (or go before) them who are
asleep : for the Lord himself (not his ghost) shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the arch-angel, and the trump of God ;
and the dead in Christ shall rise first ; then we who are alive and re-
main shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air : and so shall be ever with the Lord. Therefore com-
fort one another with these words.”

Shall we comfort our brethren with these words, brother Oliphant,
or shall we comfort them with the devil’s doctrine of going to heaven
at death? Please state definitely for the comfort and consolation of
the brethren. We wish to know the centre-point of their joy and crown
of rejoicing.

Brother Oliphant says, “If I understand the scope of the Adventists
preaching on this subject, Christ is set forth as filling the throne of
David at bis second coming.”’—(This is true.)—Then you proceed. to
say: “ Now, the inspired preacher who held and used the keysof the
kingdom, referred to a prophesy from David’s own lips to show that
Christ was to be raised up to sit on David’s throne, and proceeds to

Ly
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prove that he was raised up ; while you [L. H. Chase] take the ground
that between his being raised up and the occupancy of his throne there
is all the space elapsing from his first to his second advent.”

Answer to the above : 1st, * Christ is set forth (by Adventists) as
filling David’s throne at his second coming.” This charge I think s
true. And for the following reasons: 1, David never had but one
throne ; 2, That throne was literal in every sense of the word 3 3, That
throne was on Mount Zion in Jerusalem, in the land of Palestine; 4,
That throne, at Christ’s first advent, was overturned or perverted, ac-
cording to Ezekiel 21: 25, 27. “ And thou profane wicked prince of
Israel, whose day is come: Thussaith the Tord God, remove the dia-
dem and take off the crown ; this shall not be the same : exalt him that
is low and abase himn that is high. . . . I will overturn, overturn,
overturn it (the throne or tabernacle of David) and it shall be no more
until ke come whose right it is; and I will give it him;” 5, That
throne or tabernacle was not built again, neither set up, as described
in Acts 15 : 16 at Christ’s first advent ; therefore it is in future; 6,
God did raise up Christ, according to promise, but has not yet placed
him on David’s throne, but at his own right hand, on his throne, ac-
cording to Rev. 3: 21.

Brother Oliphant says: “ You have a fufure kingdom for men now.”
I answer: We have no kingdom for men now or hereafter; but God

~ has a kingdom in reserve for his Son and these that are his at his com-
ing. ¢ Come, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world.” Christ is represented as the nobleman going into a
far country to procure @ kingdom, and return. Peter said * if you do
“these things you shall never fall ; for so an éntrance shall be ministered
to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Sav-
iour.” This saying was spoken to those who were already in your
Pentecostian kingdom, but not in the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. Brother Oliphant ; are you in the kingdem of Christ
now ? If you are, do you hope for an abundant entrance into 4 ? Can
you hope for that you already possess? Paul says, if we hope for that
we see not, then.do-we with patience wait for it.
Yours for the whole truth,
Adrian, Mich., 16th-Feb. 1857. L. H. Casse,

Seeing that friend L. H. Chase asks a direct answer to some things
re-produced in the preceding letter, we aball endeavor to accommodate

o
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bim. While to us it seems most evident that we replied to the major
points of our friend’s letter published last August, there is we believe
no law, social or spiritual, which would prevent an honest attempt to
make a plain subject still plainer.

The investigation before us, let it be here said, was brought up by
certain remarks in the Christian Banner precisely one year ago, We
affirmed then, and still affirm, that ¢ There are three or four reasons
why the Adventists will never build up a spiritual temple such as was
built by the apostles;” and the first of these reasons, Mr. Chase will
remember, was in these words: “ The centre-point of Adventists is the
coming of the Saviour in the future : the centre-point of the apostles is
the coming of the Saviour in the past.”

To this our correspondent at Adrian replied that the Adventists
preached to saints as we stated, but not to sinners; and then he was
pleased to show us a sample of the gospel he preached to sinners. In
our response, instead of taking up this Adventist gospel in detail or
piecemeal, we struck for the citadel of Mr. C. at once, and supposed
that our zealous friend would perceive at a glance where he was and
where we were. Believing that the gospel which he approved and
preached was made to centre in the assumption that Jesus will at some
future time fill David’s throne, and that “ promises” formed the basis
of friend Chase’s gospel, we offered a carefully expressed response, part
of which was in the following language :

¢ The promises to the fathers, you say, are preached by you to sin-
ners. Does not this indicate very definitely that your centre-point,
even for the unconverted, is away in the future, seeing that promises
refer invariably to the future? So did not - preach the apostles of our
Lord, provided we bave a faithful registry of their preaching. They
luid events, not promises, before both Jew and Greek as the capital
groundwork or centre of their salvation. The basis they built upon
was already laid—not a prophetic one away in the distance.

Again, our response said— .

¢ You have therefore a future kingdom for men now; and I believe
T am not mistaken in afirming that you baptize men, not into Christ,
but into the hope of this kingdom which is to come. So far from the
apostles preaching such a gospel with the main elements of it yet to'be
developed, they preached what was and what 15, proclaiming the glad
message which carried with it and exhibited Christ once abased on
earth and xow exalted in the heavens, with all®ower in heaven and
earth alrcady possessed.’

With these very pointed and palpable sayings before hixﬁ, and :qther
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remarks equally plain, what could Mr. Chase be studying when he iB-
duced himself to aver that we * entirely neglected” what he stated on
this subject ?

But since we are solicited to answer still more definitely at leust two
queries proposed in the present communication from the devoted Mr.
Chase, we shall with hearty carnestness proceed to the work. His first
question, asking whether his preaching is right, we answer with a full-
faced No; and his second query, requiring us to say if we are now in
Christ’s kingdom, is answered by a plump and parallel Yes. A few
words revealing why we so respond will now be in place. Dropping the
pronoun “we,” and no longer speaking of but fo our earnest friend, let
us directly address him and exhibit before his vision two pictures:

Do you see, Mr. Chase, away over yonder on mount Prophecya
preacher whose name is Mr. Second Advent? I go with you to within
hearing distance of this preacher, and I ask you to wateh his eyes and
ponder his words. He is talking to a sinner and pointing him to sal-
vation. Elevated above all obstructing hills and far above every inter-
vening mountain, standing as he does upon the high prophetic mount,
the preacher sees the city of Jerusalem in the land of Judea as 1r wiLL
BE, and beholds Jesus on the hill of Zion crowned king as it is presum-
ed HE WILL BE HEREAFTER.,  With his eyes fixed on these future things,
he opens his lipsand says to the siuner, ¢ Look yonder, see your salva-
tion, behold the king who grants you remission of sins.’ Something
is also said relative to Jesus as he first came, and the scenes at the
Cross, at Joseph’s tomb, and on the mount of ascension ; but these are
a1l minor items, while the central and capital article in his gospel is—
Christ and him crowned at his second coming.

— urn now and examine another picture.

In the people’s valley, not far from Calvary, and within sight of the
Jowly sepulchre where the Lord lay and from which he arose, see a
humble man engaged in pleading and preaching, whose name is Mr.
First Advent. A sinner i3 before him, who is listening to him as he
tells the simplest, the most earnest, the loveliest, and most touching
story that ever passed a speaker’s lips, all Felating to One Person and all
referring to the past and present. Facts, fulfilled prophecies, miracles,
divine witnesses, and divers attestations are all wrdught into a living
panorama before the mental and moral eye sight of the listener as the
preacher proceeds, and the hearer’s attention being secured, the speaker
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turning his eyes to Calvary, lifts his voice and says, ¢ There is the
Sacrifice for the world's sin ;> and turning to the tomb of the man of
Arimathea, he says, ¢ There—he that was dead is alive, our life and
our justification 3 and turning to the mount called Olivet, the speaker
puints aud declares, € There, he ascends to the holiest of all, our inter-
cessor and advocate 3” and turning once more, while the musie of a great
wind is heard, he again says, ¢ There, see, the promised Spirit is given
and the proclamation of remissivn of sins begins.’  Precepts, privileges,
promises, gifts, joys, Liupes, unroll from these stupendous transactions,
and the sinner, touched to the heart with heaven’s sympathy for him,
cexpressed and demonstrated in living documents reaching from Bethle-
hemn’s Manger to Calvary’s Cross and from Calvary’s Cross up to the
right hand of God, exclaims and responds, ¢ O Lord Jesus, I give my-
self to thee, thou Lord of lords, thou King of kings; my Life, my
Light, my Lawgiver, my Liberty, my Love; I humbly come under
thy government at thy bidding to enjoy the bliss, spiritual and eternal,
growing out of what thou bast already done.’

Rich promises, large hopes, purc and dear joys, present and fuature,
are here unfolded by the preacher ; but the grand central article of his
gospel is—Christ and him crucified.

Now, I could almost appeal to yourself, my friend, to say which of
these two gospels is the apostolic. And may I not hint, in a delicate
yet explicit manner, that there are two prominent defects in the preach-
ing of Mr. Second Advent: Ist, That of making his centre away yon-
der at Christ’s return instead of the foundation spoken of by an apostle,
which ¢is already laid ;” and 2nd, That of gliding too swiftly and un-
reflectingly past the bleeding Saviour as he dies for sinners. Knowing
however that the Adventists are divided into threc different orders, I
trust that this last specification may not reach or touch you, friend
Chase.

Not sparing time to review your definition of the term ¢ centre-point,’
I hasten to say a word relative to being in the Lord’s kingdom,

Yet, my dear sir, do not misunderstand me here. The mere word
¢ kingdom’ is, with me, of small importance. While believing that at
least 84 preachers before this dispensation began were active in telling
the sons of Abraham that the kingdom of Messiah was at hand—while
belicving that my brethren in the city of Celosse were in this kingdom
~—while Lelioving that when the Lord returns he will gather out of his

VOL. XI.—\0, 1V,
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kingdom all things that offend—while belicving that John, the beloved,
and the brethren of seven churches which he addressed were in the
kingdom and patience of Jesus—and therefore believing that if under
the same rule I am also in the same kingdom,—I nevertheless have
little to assert by way of controversy in respect to the mere term. The
government of Christ is as rich and full of meaning as the kingdom of
Cbrist. Any man who is under the government of Ilim who has all
legitimate power on this earthly footstool and in the world of celestials,
i3, in heaven’s oracles, accounted a brother in the family of the saved.

And this term ¢saved’ suggests to me a reflection which I am in-
clined to submit. You, Mr. Chase, regard yourself saved by the gospel
now, do you not? Still, you hope to be saved. 1low is this? Saved
now and yet HopE to be saved in future! <O yes,” you affirm, ¢I am
at present saved by the gospel, and I have a lively hope of the salva-
tion yot to be revealed.” Precisely. In like manner you speak of life
in Christ. You say that you have life in Christ now, and still hope
for life in him ; because it is gospel life that is enjoyed at present, and
overlasting life is to be enjoyed hereafier.  Whenever you reconcile to
yourself these expressions, I will use your arguments to help me to
maintain that I can be in the kingdom of the Lord now and yet hope
to bein his eternal kingdom. w

You are very liberal in furnishing reasons why you argue that the
throne of the vencrable king David wiLt nr, in the next age, occupied
literally by the Lord Jesus. I shall have no objections should your
revelations prove true; while I have many sciious objections to your
attempting to teach the things of the future government of Christ in
place of teaching the things of his present government.

Bat you tell me, not by propheey but by way of history, that David
the king had only one throne, his throne heing in every sense of the
word literal, and this throne upon mount Zion. These are three of
your facts in a cluster.  Unfortunately they will not bear the serutiny
of the oracles. For Isracl’s king rcigued no less than seven years in
Hebrou, over twenty miies from mount Zion ; and the fuet that David
reigned first and for yeass in liebron, unimportant though this fuct be,
is sufficient to take the force ount of your vhele reasining—ior while
you are gazing at mount Zion 1o behold the king on David’s throre,
lo, he comes to Hebron and reigns ihere! Iut whether ihe literal
throne of Jesse’s son will be discovered at ilcbron, or whethicr it was
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removed to Jerusalem and henee will have to be taken back againm,.
has not I believe been determined by my friend L. H. Chase, or friend
Marsh of the ¢ Prophetic Expositor,’ or Elder G. Storrs, or Dr. Field
of Indiana, or even Dr. Thomas. Now, do not call this hint by an
unhandsome name, for you will remember your own language that Da-

" vid’s throne “ was literal in every sense of the word,” and it is not to
* be forgotten that you plead for the literal fulfilment of the prophecy that
. Christ must sit down on David’s throne ; and if the location be impor-

tant, the official scat on which Isracl’s king sat, whether wood, marble,
or gold, must also be important.

rere are two grand facts in eacred history, connecte it, -
There are t nd fact acred history, connccted too with pro

- pheey, and connected likewise with the coming of the Lord, which have
* done more to shape my mind in the mould of modesty on the subject of

unfulfilled propheey than all the treatises I everread or all the lectures
I ever heard. The first fact is that, notwithstanding the clear and
explicit prophesies concernivg Clrist at his first advent, not 2 man
among the millions in Canaan had one correct practical conception of
what was his design, what his work, or what his authority when he
appeared in Judea. A fact very remarkable, instructive, and sugges-
tive. The other fact is, that all truly honest and humble men, at the
coming of the Lord, were blessed by him—all, I mean, who were at the
time ofhis coming faithfully engaged in doing what God had previous.
1y enforced ; observe, not attending to duties learned from prophecy,
but duties cxpressly enjoined.

Now, then, my beloved sir, it does appear to me that we could all
stand wpon the one already laid basis, all rally round the one divine
centre, all be buill up one spiritual temple, all receive the same practi-
cal lessons, all work together in the faith, love, and joy of the gospel,—
forbearing to thrust fie tkeories of things future upon one another on

. pain of {he greater excommunicaticn ()—and when the Lord comes,

whether be comes at midnight, twilight, or at noon, whether he comes
Y f=tashid $l

* thisyear, nest year, or a hundred ycars hence, whether lie comes to

Palestine, Elichigan, or Egypt, whether we shall meet the Lord in the
zir and Le escorted to ancther planet—some rolling sphere where sin
and satan were never heard of—or dwell on the carth after all the
marks of satan and all the stains of sin are wiped out by the Lord him-
self ; we will enjoy the kingdum prepared for God’s chosen, be happy
in the company of every true and pure spirit redeemed by grace, and
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participate in the feast of spiritualities arranged by Him who has every
blessing at full command.
Yours desirous of being € on duty’ and ¢ ready.’
D. O.iruaxt.

REVIEW OF 8. L. L. ON PUNISHMENT:
AND STRICTURES ON MR. SCOTI’S STRICTURES.

In the Christian Banner for February we see anarticle headed “The
Wicked and their Punishment,” signed 8. 1. I.., some things in which
we design to review. The writer begins by refarring to some work
published he says by a ¢“Papal Divine,” but we do not understand what
resemblance the essay in the November Number of the Banner which
he seems about to review can have to this papal work from his dezcrip-
tion of it. The resemblance must be in his imagination.

Our reviewing friend enquires how it can be inferred “that God
could make an evil Spirit to be the powerful active enemy of the bu-
man race.” As to this inferential enquiry, we would say that we never
inferred any such thing, nor do we affirm that God made or caused the
devil to be the enemy of man; but we know an cvil Spirit has beecomo
the cnemy of man and the accuser of the ¥ighteous ; for the word of the
Lord informs us that the devil is the author of sin and ¢ the father
of lies.” He also rules “in the hearts of the disobedient,” and blinds
the minds of ¢ the unbelieving.” Our friend alse enquires “how God
could prepare a place burning with fire and brimstone.” As to how
God could or could not do it we leave others to say; but we boldly say
that fire represents hell s hich is or will be prepared for the devil
and his angels, and that in it the wicked will have their portion. Matt.
955 41, 46.

Our reviewer seems to think that the punishment of the wicked does
not aceord with the character of God as developed by the Saviour when
on carth, but from what this is learned he does not say; certainly not
from the fearful threatenings given by the Saviour and his apostles.
Matt, 7: 28, 25, 415 2nd Thess. 1: 7, & 9. Headmits that’evcry
violation of law will be followed by punishment, and then refers to the
cases of the prodigal and Judas seemingly to prove that all punishment
is in this world ; but whilst these cases may show that these sinners did

PR,
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suffer in this world, they do not prove that there is no punishment
awaiting sin hereafter. The case of the prodigal may show very clear-
ly how readily the repenting sinner will be received by the Lord, but
it gives no proof that the unrepenting sinner will be accepted when he
has ended his carcer in sin and pollution.

If sinners are not to be punished hereafter, why has the Lord com-
manded “all men everywhere to repent?””  Why has he “appointed
a day in which Le will judge the world in righteousness?” Why are
we told “the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 17
Why is a crown promised to the righteous and not to the wicked if both
are to enjoy alike ?

After finishing his comments on the case of Judas, he reminds us that
 God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that
the world through him might be saved ;” but he should have begun
one verse sooner and read one farther, and then he would have seen
that salvation is based on faith in the Saviour which implies obedicnce
to him inall things. To represent God as a heing who acts from but
one attribute, even though that onc be love, is not doing his character
justice ; for his government is based as much on justice, purity, and
truth, as on love. Whilst he loves the creature, he hates sin, and
whilst he will reward the obedient he will punish the rebellious. Isaiah
48: 22,

Our friend yields the whole point when he says, “All wrong doing
needs to be repented of in order to be forgiven.” . Since forgiveness
follows repentance or reformation, then those who do not reform can
bave no forgiveness, but * the wrath of God abideth on them.” Re-
ferring to the Old Testament times S. . L. says, “mercy or forgive-
ness was vouchsafed to those who confessed and forsook their sins,”
and that the gospel dispensation ¢ was inaugurated by proclamation of
repentance answering to amendment of life.”  Our friend informs us
that the Lord is pleased “ with these sacrifices and not the substitution
of the innocent in the room or stead of the guilty,” To call confessing
and forsaking sin and repenting, sacrifices, in the sense in which our
friend does, sounds too much like the language of Rome to be received
by any well read student of the Bible in this day of light. This exalt-
ing of human acts to the dignity of sacrifices and waking them mora
acceptable to God than the Saviour’s death for sin, is a virtual denial
of the Lord who bought us. It makes the Saviour’s death, so far as
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the forgivencss of sin is concerncd, a mere rcdundancy and of no impor-
tance in human redemption. We now invite the attention of our fr’:nd
and all others who hold similar views, or would place these things
called sacrifices by S. B. L. in the place of the Saviour, to the following
seriptures.  ¢And he said unto them, Thus it is written and thus it
behoved Christ to suffer, and to rice from the dead the third day - and
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name
among all nations beginning at Jerusalem.” Luke 24: 4¢, 45, ¢And
he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only but also for
the sins of the whole world.” 1 John 2: 2. ¢And that he dicd for all,
that they which live should not henceforth live unto thumsclves but
unto him who died for them, and rose again.’ 2 Cor. 3: 15, ¢ For
thereis one God, and onc mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus: who gave himself a ransom for all, to be test ficd in due
“time” 1 Tim. 2: 5, 6. ¢ For when we were yet without strength, in
due time Christ died for the ungodly. But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Rom,
5: 6, 8.
" When S. E. L. has duly considered these scriptures we hope he will
not again say that God is better pleased with anything man can do than
with the death of the ¢ Innccent’ or the Saviour for the guilty.

With reference to G. L. Scott’s strictures on our essay on punish- '

ment (see Banner for March) we observe that his reasoning on all the
quotations he assails is fallacious. Referring to the quotation we
made from Danicl 12 : 2, he teaches that since the term everlasting is
joined with the contempt to which some are to arise, it will be indulged
in by the righteous, and the shame endured by the wicked. Now the
prophet has joined the shame and contempt and predicated them both
of the same persons; hence our friend has no authority to se'parate
them as he has done. It is "possible to indulge in contempt, and it is
possible to endure the contempt indulged in by others, but where was
it learned that the righteous shall indulge in contempt? Not from the
prophet Daniel. Our friend says the shame felt by the wicked is un-
qualificd as to duration, and would ¢ necessarily cease when they return
to dust,” but the prophet speaks of what will take place after the right-

cous and wicked have both been in the dust, consequently his viewsand |

assertions do not affect what we said on this passage. In referring t»
a quotation we made from Isalah 33: 14, he affirms that all contained
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from the 18th verse to the end of the chapter isa prediction of Jernza-
lem when ¢ her light has come.” This unqualified assertion is doubt-
ful ; for it will be difficult to make some things in that passage apply to
a city. It israther a novel idea put “irth by our fricnd that the right-
cous can or shall dwell with devouring fire, We understand very dis-
tinctly from the 16th verse that ¢ Ile who walketh righteously and
speaketh uprightly ; he that despiscth the gain of oppression, &e.,”
shall dwell on high s but the prophet does not affirmthat the righteous
shall dwell with devouring fire.  We do not admit that this quotation
proves the oppusite of what we intended nor that G. L. S, has a right
to force any thing more onour remarks than they werce intended to
convey.

Our friend’s strictures on our views of Matt. 25, 41, 46, do not
show that he has very cxalted anticipations of the future; for if lis
proposed translation be admitted, the life which the Saviour spoke of
is left as momentary or short as our life here, for aught we kaow. If
¢everlasting’ in Mat. 23, 46 does not indicate endless duration, neither
can it do so any where clse ; hence Paul was greatly misled in his anti-
cipations about his house from heaven which he speaks of in 2 Cor. 5 :
1, and whose durability is described by the same word used by the
Saviour in Matt. 25: 46, A theory or sct of views which leaves the
life which the Saviour came to procure for his people indefinite as to
duration, or rather gives it no duration, must be defective in seripture
authorily and dissonant with sound philosophy.

The idea that the smoke spoken of in Rev. 14: 11 as ascending “up
for ever and ever” is only the smoke of the fire in which the wicked
have been consumed, is very unwarrantable. Nothing is said in the
passage about the wicked being consumed, but it is plainly declared
the smoke of their forment will ascend for “ever and ever,” but G. L.
S. says torment can have no smoke—~-hence he and the bible differ.

Our friend began by informing the reader that we had attempted
more than we could do, but the truth of this we leave others to deter-
mine. Ile accuses us of making garbled quotations, handling the word
of God in a loose way, jostfing passages together and not being serupu-
lous as to meaning. These accusations contain no argument and as
little truth, and serve only to indicate the state of mind and the teach-
ings under which the whole article was written.

Though we present what we believe to be truth freely, yet we do net
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wish_to provoke any controversy which may not be friendly ner arouse

any feelings which would not be commendable.
J. B. .

CO-OPERATTVE EFFORTS, No. IV.

e 4 s a0 ¢ e e o o

| Brighton, C. W., 22nd March, 1857,

ExcrrreNt axp BxeMeLary Buaorier Loos: Before making a pause
to hear you show cause why sentence of seripture should not he pro-
nounced against a socicty specially created to call out, send, and pay
missionaries, suffer me to say a word more.

My next cardinal objection to the missionary societies of the times,
is, that the avowed liberality they inspire is less pure and less spiritual
than the Master approves. Nay, if a little freedom of cxpression is
allowable, I should say that this method of operation isone of the most
successful ways to worldize the congregations of the Lord. Not that
this effect, to any considerable extent, is supposed to follow all at once ;
for, if T ha' e examined history correctly, or made use of my observation
to much advantoge, there arc few sudden or startling revolutions
wrought in the world of intellectuals, socials, or spirituals.

But what is the legitimate tendency of.a ¢ national’ movement to
procure and equip ¢ missionaries’ such as you, my devout brother, de-
sire to see inaugurated? Certain agents of the churches, with a stock
of instructions from these churches, and a greater stock of discretionary
power, mevt—ir—CiHcianat, Philadelphia, or St. Louis. TFull soon a
society is created or organized. It is 2 great socicty, originating in
the wisdom of a great number of brethren, for the great work of the
church. A tincture of pride is felt in consequence of the e istence of
such a society. In the meantime the law goes forth from the society
that membership in it shall_be_bought ; and the sentiment obtaius,
throum&;s and friends of the organization, that he who pur-
chases a membership is a very fine man, exemplary, pi us, and zcalous.

Speedily it is perceived that another society is requisite. Not only
is a publication society believed to be of geheral utility, but its useful-
ness is argued from the fact that it will be the official reporter of the
society got up to enlist, send, and support missionaries. e who sends
a donation to the missionary society, or buys a membership, is ccrtain

to have his name with the amount not simply recorded, but published

——
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abroad far and wide through the - flicial organ among the people ; and
ifhe adds an extra dollar to what is usual, he is heralded as a particu-
lar saint. Is it not a cheap, short way of purchasing a godly name ?

Nor these things alone. A great society must have a great mission-
ary, and both these greats eall for another great—a great salary. And
worse than all, or as bad as the worst, the zealous worldly men who
have stock in the society, can not sce why the missionary with a salary
equal to his brother misionaries should fail to be as popular, and they
demand that his dress, hisofficial manners, and his preaching shall be
popularized.

And yet, contradictory as it muy seem, there is comparatively a tri-
fling pittance collected from the brotherhood for evangelizing, notwith-
standing the speeial flattery that awaits and awards those whe contribute.
¢ Can I notsay in truth that christian liberality is narrowed down,
stagnated, and stinted into the vericst meagreness, only amounting to
one degree above nothing, by this method of ¢national’ contributions ?
Whereas a brother who is able to give and who ought te give from one
hundred to five hundred dollars per year toherald forth the message of
life, the appeal> of the ‘society’ may peradventure extract from him
twenty or thirty dollars every five or ten years! While therefore the
community of disciples, cmbracing a population of more than 2 million
in America alone, ought to number its evangelists to foreign countries
by the score, and evangelists in our own country by the hundred or the
thousand, you and I are mortified on realizing that our ¢forcign mis-
sionary socictics’ and our ‘lhome missionary sciictics’ have sustained
only one laborer abroad fora few years, and have kept in the field not
constantly but occasionally a dozen or fifteen wulmen in what we call
our home territory. And in my judgment, brother Loos—I speak
frankly—it must be so while we operate through these cold calculating
dollar and cent socicties.

There are those—Ihavescen some of them and heard of others—who
enter a caviling protest against the ¢missionary socicty’ because they
are ill with the mammon leprosy. They determine not to give because
they have no heart for it, and they create a convenient barrier between
them and liberality by objecting to the manner of giving. If these
gentlemen would give largely to the Lord in some other manner, their
logic could be heard with some respect. As it is, neither brother Loos
nor brother Oliphant can value either them or their reasoning. Were

.
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Americn fiil of these cav:llcrs and idlers, they would not convert one
son of Adam in a whole century, except perchance they might convert
him from liberality to miserliness or from activity to indolence. Wedo
not ask gentry of this stamp to be ¢ members of our parish,’ as saith the
Scottish Divines,

No longer louvking at this chapter of things, my brother, but turning
anew leaf and tabing the oracles of the Lawgiver, let the question be
proposed with all its puint and pith : What better or more efficient co-
operation is required than the co-uperation of the Lord’s friends compos-
ing the churches, without one new officer and without a modern and
man-invented organization 7 Lt we suppose that the Lord’s people in
the state of Ohiv desire to concentrate their likerality cither to convert
their neighbors in the state, or to christianize their neighbors in Africa,
India, or the Isles of the Pacific.  There are, we shall sy, five hund-
red churches in Ohio.  Not to burden our vision with too wide an out-
line, let us make the churches in Cincinnati, Marictta, Cleveland, and
Columbus the reprezentatives of all the congregations in the state.
These churches, or rather each of themy, if modelled afier the old-fashion-
ed model, will have a treasury for the joint liberality of the members ;
and aceording to the vriginal pattcrn, cach treasury will have scriptural
officers tv keep and manage it. There is wisdom cnough among the
chosen of the Lord in Cincinnati to make the right usc of the sacred
fund in the purse of the chureh 5 there is equal wisdom in Marictta,
Cleveland, and Columbus; aud all being the Lord’s people, all having
the same love, and all have the same willingness to do the Lord’s work,
the contributions in cach treasury are cither sent to the laborers whose
hands the brethren resolve to hold up, as Paul and his companions
reccived from various churches, or their contributions arc brought to-
gether into one treasury, as the churches in divers places sent their
funds to the treasury of the brethren at Jerusalem for a specifie purpose.

No if the brethren of two or ten churches are able to be fellow
helpers together in working for the general interests of Christ’s cause
without the aid of modernly cquipped officers or a newly framed organi-
zation, on the same principle all the churches of a state or of a whole
country could co-operate. Nay, all the brethren in all the churchesin
America could work together without a humanly devised society.

Would it not scem as though a single church knew little of the in-
stitutions of desus if it sct its wisdom to work to ¢ organize’ a ‘society’
to colicct and manage its own funds, cither for missionary or other
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purposes? Yet where is the difference 15 prixcieLe when we have be-
fore us 2 number of churches? Are not all the churches under the
legislation of Christ as much as one church? Have not the friends of
the Lord in one chureh and the Lord’s friendsin a plurality of churches
the very same obligations according to their ability and opportunity ?
Or shall we take the liberty to persuade oursclves that heaven's legis-
lative wisdom is not so perfeet in view of multiplied brethren forming |
many churches as it i3 in view of a company of brethren forming a sin-
gle church? Or is it safe to assume the ground that the brethren of
one congregation have not sufficient discretivnary power to erect a new
socicty, wuknown to apostles and prophcts, but that several congri ga-
tions of brethren have the requisite discretionary power to constitute
such 2 society ?

To these and to other sentiments expressed in this brief series of brief
letters I know there are objections ; and hereafter some of the strongest
and most robust of them will be considercd.  Your budget of objections,
if forthcoming, I will cndeavor to treat with due respect. I trust that
my pen hitherto has marked down my reflections without one syllable
offensive to you or to any one called a Lrother, so far as concerns man-
ner. My instrumental tongue, with which I have communicated to you,
has been bridled w2 b o double curb bit, lest it should prance ungenteelly
against you or some other good friend of truth. .

Let me 2dd that Tam fully conscious that it is an ungracious task
to stand up among brethren and preclaim that there is a greater or less
departure from seriptural simplicity. The response is apt to come forth
in not overly pleasant tones, ¢ You, sir, have the conceit that you are
right, and all escept yourself wrong.’ The censurc implied in this
must be endured if it comes; and if it may not be endured cheerfully,
it may be patiently. Bleantime my unfeigned prayer is that you, and
I, and all, may, by the lessons of the gospel, speak the truth in the
love of it, to the praise and honor of Ifim who has brought to us and
set before us the grand cnterprizes embraced in the divine salvation,
and who has invited us to co-operate with him in saving ourselves and
saving others.

: T am yours in fraternal love,
D. Ourriaxr.
—_—

0% Idleness is the dead sea that swallows all virtucs, and the self-

made sepulchre of a living man. .
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ANNUAL CO-OPERATION MEETING.

Report of the Annual Mecting of the Board of Co-operation convened
according to appointment in Esquesing, ncar Norval, Canada West, on
Cth February, 1557,

James Black being chosen to preside and Ira VanCamp Secretary—
after which reports were received from the various churches represented
at the meeting which were as follows:

Church in Jordan, by James Snure and IL. J. Wood, who handed in
the following report dating from June, 1856: 1 member moved away,
1 died, 4 expelled, 8 added by letter, 2 reclaimed, 6 added by corfession
and baptism : 100 present number of members

Church in Esquesing, by John McIntoish and Peter Laird, who re-
ported as follows, since June, 1856: 1 member exciuded, 1 removed by
death, 21 present number of members.

Church in Pickering reported by letter: S members added by con-
fession and baptism since June, 1856 : 333 members present number.

Church in South Dorchester reported by letter : 1 member excluded,
1 died, 7 added by letter, 11 by confession and bapgism: "4 present
number.

Church in Bowmanville represented by C. J. Lister and Ira Van
Camp: 1 moved away, 1 died, 10 added by confession and baptism
100 present number.

Church in Eramosa West represented by Charles Head and IL Tol-
ton: 2 added: 22 present number.

Church in Xramosa Eust represented by Norris Black and Rufus
Lverts: 1 removed by death, 10 have been added by confession and
baptism : 65 present number.

Chureh in Eramosa Centre represented by A. Anderson and Robert
Royce: 1 member was excluded, 11 added by confession and baptism :
85 present number.

Church in Erin by Charles McMillan and John Thompson : 2 remov-
ed by death, 5 moved away, 22 added by confession and baptism: 113
‘present number.

Church in Oshawa represented by Joseph Ash: 1 member added
from christian connesion, 2 by confession and baptism: 1% present
number.

Church in Owen Sound represented by W. A. Stephens and W.
Boyd : 40 present number of members.
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Church at St. Vincent, as reported by W. A. Stephens, has 60 mem-
bers.

Church in Trafalgar, as represented by W. Beaty: 1 member died,
3 moved away : 25 present number.

Brother R. Royee, Treasurer of the Board, presen.ed a statement
ghowing the various amounts of money received and paid out, and a
balance in hand of £33 5 8. There was also as shown by Brother
A. Anderson in his hands £32 2 6 which as the Agent of the Board he
had collected but had not yet handed over to the Treasurer.

Moved and resolved, That the following Brethren do composc the
Board for the year 1857, viz: .

James Black, A. Menzies, Dugald Thompson, Charles McMullen,
Robert Royce, Alexander Anderson, Lazarus Parkinson, Henry Tolton,
James Mitehell, Donald Black and John Thompson.

Moved and resolved, That the members chosen to act as the Board
for 1857 do mect and organize on the third Lord’s day in February.

Moved and resolved, That the Board be and are hereby instructed to
procure the serviees of brother Sheppard to labor permanently as an
Lvangelist. T o

Moved and resolved, That the Board procure the services of one or two
more efficient Ivangelists to labor in proclaiming the gospel so soon
as means are provided for their support 5 and that these churches which
have not been recently visited on behalf of the funds of the co-operation
be visited to that end, and that those churches that have recently con-
tributed, be asked for further aid to support the preaching of the gospel,

and that the Scerctary of this meeting communicate with the Elders of
said churches requesting them to bring this matter before the churches,
and communicate the result to Robert Royée, Treasurer of the Board,
Eramosa, within one wonth from this date.
Moved and resolved, That this meeting do adjourn te meet in Bow-
inarﬁ'ille (D. V.) on the first Friday in February, 1858, at 6 o’clock,
>

EVANGELISTS’ LABORS.

REPORT NO. IVs
For the Christian Banner.

Cobourg, April 2, 18517,
On "ith December we journeyed to Clarke, where we held meetings
until the 1Cth: six baptized, three reclaimed. Had one meeting in
Charlesville with a view to set some things in order. ’

6:'\
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Held some meetings in Bowmanville, and some in Eramosa till 20th.
One added.

Held mectings two weceks in Eramosa .Centre East, and Rockwood
nine immersed.

Went on our way to Iirin, which place we did not finally leave unti
Srd March,  Visited in the meantime, Caledon, Garafraxa, and Esque-
sing. Thirty one immersed, onc from Baptists, and one returned.

Ileld some mectings in Bowmanville: three immersed and one re-
claimed. Proceeded to Clarke where we remained (visiting Bowman-
ville occasionally, and Charlesville once) until 3Gth DMarch. Three
immersed in Clarke.  Onthe cvening of the 30th Mareh we spoke to
the friends in this place, where we intend (the Lovd willing) to labor for
a while. 'We hope before loug to be fellow-laborers with the friends of
Jesus in the localitics of Oshawa, Whitby, Pickering and King.

52 immersed, & reelaimed, 1 from Bapuists. .
Kireovr & Lesrer,

News rrom Rockrorn, Iuursors.—The devout brother Richards, of
Roekford, state of Illinois, i an cpistle received to-day (March 17th)
says—

“We are now blessed with a comfortable Mceting House for the
worship of God, and we are Llessed with a small society of waym -heart-
ed brothers and sisters, and as a general rule we are all united, striving
to walk in the way of our Lord and Master. 'We are now holding a
continued mecting. Brother d. J. Moss and brother L. J. Correll are
our speakers.”?

Our brother also speaks of a company of brethren in Towa who are
“ making an cffort to reform the reformers,” and adds, “I am firm in
the bull(,f they are improving.”  This is all good newsto us. Ilcaven
will most assuredly bless ciay Lietber or sister who lubors diligently
to reform what needs reformivg.

D. 0.

Noews anoy Parry, I oo —Brother AL D. Fillmore, one of the
faithful laborers, row stationed at 1'a ns, Liinuis, writes to us under date
of March 21th, in the {ollowing words

“The cauze of our blessed Master is prospcring in Illinois. Indeed
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1 may say that in all the Western States, truth is onwards its march
of triumph.  Sectarianism, on the part of those without, and covetous-
ness on the part of those who have a name with us, are the two great
obstacles we meet with here.  Both are being shorn of their power.

I have been laboring in and about Paris the past year. We have
doubled our numbers, and have organized tvo other congregations near
here. Pray for us, that the word of Cod may have free course, and
that we may finish the work committed to our hands in the spirit of
our Master.”

News rroy Mrengav.—The xcalous brother Rose, writing from
Buchanan, March 21st, says:

“ On last Lord’s day at Paw Paw, I had the pleasure of baptizing
one person into Christ.  Within the last three or four months my
heart lias baen gladdened by the return of some fourscore souls to their
Redcemer the king of Kings and lord of Lords. I have been laboring
mostly in conjunction with Elder William Anderson, a faithful and
baloved brother in the Lord. May the Lord preserve us all unto his
heavenly kingdom,”

SMART PREACIING.

= There isa style of disconrse coming into use in some quarters, which
for the honor of the pulpit and the cause of pure religion as well as
sound sense, we wouid fain hope might sink into that contempt which

it deserves.  We have denommated it ¢ flash preaching,” for it is ev-

identiy of that kind that only takes powder enough for a flaish to attract
an audience, and concerns itself litile about shot, bullet or correet aim.
Its tribuicis an admiring stare, rather then a wounded eonscience. Its
aim is popularity instead of usefulness, and its results are lamentable.

Tha roots of the evil undoubtedly are found in a lack of vital piety,
false taste, and an ambition to attract notice and produce “ a sensation.”
Caudidates for vacant pulpits must vie with one another in claims to
popularity,  They ficl that they must say something vivid, striking or
odd, that will remind their hearers of some great man. They would
imperfeetions, and envy Cromwell the wart on hisnose as an indication
of genius.  1nsome cascs this ¢ flash preacking,” has a Lind of merit.
It wenld read well among the sentimentalism of & magazine, It would
not he altygether out of place in the first chapter ef a religious novel.
But when it is graced with those witticisms which set an audience in a
{itter, wo must pass it over with contempt. In any case, it is a dis-
honor to the majosty of divine truth and a pervcrsion of the true aim of
preaching. )
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DEMISE OF MOTHER LIPHANT.

% Sophia Oliphant, sen., relict of the late D. Oliphant, sen., and §
3 the beloved mother of tlne writer, no longer lives here below! She g
g dicd at her residence in ramosa, on the «(th d ay of March, pass- §
d ing away as onc fully ripe for the eventful change. While her §
, memory is cherished by a few ncar relatives, and by more than aj
B few who were acyuainted with her noiseless virtues, no one mourns §
#l this change on her account. Death and the tomb, and the great§
g day of the Lord when the Books shall be opened, were armed with §
# no terrors to her who has lately left us. N
N Mother Oliphant’s years were 71, Jacking six days. She was§
§ born March uth, 1782, in the city of London Ln"land s wastaken 7
§ at an carly age to &cotland where she was married and became the

8 mother of seven chlldr(.n—t\w of whom only are now among the §
¥ living. IHaving been fifty or fifty-one years associated with the §
Lord’s people, first with the Scotch Baptists and latterly with the
B Disciples—having passed through very trying vicissitudes and §
8 afflictions without even a whisper of a murmur—and having been §
E steadily active though unassuming in manifesting an’ interest in the §
i Saviour’s cause, s)w has \vm]\cd out t]nouOh Tim who stlenﬂthencd :

OBITUARY.

Qur beloved sister Roxena Ilall, of Bowmaaville, fell sweetly
asleep in Jesus on the 13th January. Shortly before her death she
selected for her funcral a passage of scripture, hymns and preacher.
Two verses of one of the hymns read as follows:

When languor and disease invade
This trembling house of clay,

*Tis sweet to look beyond my pains
And long to fly away :

Sweet to look inward and attend
The whispers of his love:

Sweet to look upwards to the place
Where Jesus pleads above.

We ¢ sorrow not as those who have no hope.”




