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%’;w,mc and Foveign Lecord

OF

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE LOWER PROVINCES.

JANUARY, 1866.

We have much pleasure in presenting
our readers with a pertrait of the Rev John
Geddic, our beloved Foreign Missionary,—
Next month we expect to farnish a short
biographical notice which will form a suit-
able sequel to the portrait.

THE YEAR 1866.

Most of our readers arve aware that the
vear 1866, upon which we are now entering,
has long been noted among the students of
prophecy, and looked forward to as forming
an important era in the world’s history,
particularly in reference to the dealings of
God with the great apostacy. In the pre-
sent article, we design briefly to set before
our rcaders the views entertained by Pro-
testant interpreters on this subject, the
grounds upon which their attention has
been directed to this period, and the indica-
tions in Providence that their expectations
are likely to be realized.

The views of the great stream of Protes-
tant interpreters depend on what is com-
mouly called the year-day theory of inter-
pretation. The theory however did not
originate with the Reformers, but was held
by many interpreters previous to the Refor
mation, even as early as the 3rd century.
This theory is that in the great symbolical
prophecies of Danicl and the book of Reve-
lation a day is put for the yea:. Itisnot
asserted that this is always the case in pre-
phecy. Therc are prophecies pointing out
particular eras, which are delivered in plain
terms, such as the prediction of the flood
after 120 years respite, and the seven years
of famine in Egypt. The meaning of such

passages is plain. DBut in certain other
great prophecies God has been pleased to
employ pictorial representations, which
afforded a miniature representation to the
seer’s eye, of the objects and scenes fore-
shadowed, and thus while revealing the
future so as to encourage the hope of the
saints, partially veiling it, so that they may
at the same time be excited to watchfulness
and prayer. In taese it is maintained that
the times of their fulfilment are also par-
tially veiled by representing years by days.

In support of this theory appeal is made
to various passages of scripture. Thus
when the spies retmined from searching the
promised land even forty days, the threaten-
ing is ‘““after the number of the days in
which ye searched the land for forty days,
each day for a ycar, shall ye bear your
iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall
konow my breach of promise.” Numbers
xiv. 34. This passage though corrobora-
tive of the principle can scarcely be regarded
as decisive, but the following seem clearly
to establish it. In Ezek. iv., we have the
following directions to the prophet :— Lis

thou also upon thy leftside, and lay the
iniquity of the house of Israel upon it;
according to the number of the days that
thou shalt lie upon it, thou shalt bear their
iniquity. For I have laid upon thee the
years of their iniquity, according to the
number of the days, three hundred and
ninety days; so shalt thou bear the iniquity-
of the house of Israel. Aud when thon
hast accomplished them, lie again on thy-
right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity-
of the house of Judah forty days; I have
appointed thee each day for a year.” This
is undoubtedly an example of the principle..
But the main pillar of the year-day theory:
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in the events of the past is the propheey of
seventy weeks in Daniel, ¢“Seventy weeks
are determined upon thy people and upon
thy holy city, to ftimsh the transgression
and to make an end of sins, and to make
reconciliation for iniquity and to bring in
everlastini 1izhteousness, and to seal up the
vision and tiie prophecy and to anoiat the
most holy. Kuow therefure and understand
that from the going torth of the command-
ment to restore and to build Jerusalem,
unto Messinh the Prince shatl be seven weeks
and threescore ana two weeks, &c.
ix., 24-27.

Other arguments may be adduced in sup-
port of the same view, to which we cannot
now advers.
this is the only theory which answers the
demands of otlier prophecies, some of which
it is belicved have been fultilled, as the
Saracenic woe described in Revw, ix 5-10,
and the Turkish woe, Rev. ix. 15, and also
the other remarkable periods which are now
being fultilled, as for example that of the
Beast described byJohn (Rev. xiii. 1) which
is described as continuing for forty and two
months, and which plainly is of long dura-
tion, as after continuing through a long
previous peviod, it appears at the great
tinal batue immediately previous to the
millenium and is then destroyed. We are
aware that this mode of interpretation has
been decricd by German interpreters and
their followers in Britain and America, but
if any thing were wanting to establish its
truth, it would be found in the confusion
and contradictions, the downright absurd-
ities and even worse into which such inter-
preters have been planged in their attempts
to give a satisfactory explanation of these
prophecies.

The uext question is the connexion of
.some of the great symbolic representations
.of John and Danicl with the Papacy. On
this question we can have little doubt, if
we only use the keys which both these
scers have placed in our hands. The latter
in the 2nd chapter explains Nebuchednez-
zar’s dream as denoting four great king-
doms that were to succeed one another, the
Babylonian, the Medo-Persian, the Grecian
.and the Roman. In the 7th chapter, we

Dan. |
| that one kingdom rapidly rose after another

But especially iy it held that:

¢

have the same four kingdoms represented
under the image of four beasts.  And to
this is added the representation that the last
had ten Yorns which Daniel explains as
denoting  ten kingdoms, which should
arise * outof his kingdom.” Now at the
destruction of the Roman cmpire by the
Goths and other Barbarians, it is adinitted
by all historians that such a division into
ten or about ten kingdoms took place. The
coumeration has been different by different
historians, a fact eastly accoanted for, when
we consider the confusion then existing—

—and that the locatien and boundaries of
different tribcs were not definitely fixed.
Buat 1t is a fact that even Roman Catholies
have enumerated ten kingdoms as occupy-
ing the Roman empire at its overthrow.

In the midst of she ten hosns Daniel saw
a lrttle horn with cyes like the eyes of a
man, and a mouth speaking great things,
whose look was more stout than his fellows,
before whom three of the first herns were
plucked up by the roots, which made war
with the saints, and which prevailed against
them, until the aucient of days did sit, and
judgment was given to the saints of the
most high; and she time came that the ssints
possessed the kingdom. That this is an
accurate description of the Papacy few
Protes.unts will deny, and that the circum~
stances in which this power arose concur
with the history of thuse times, has been
abundantly shown by many interpreters,

On these subjects however the visions of
John in Revclation, are more particular,
but we can only glance at them. In the
13th chapter we have an account of the rise
out of the sca of a Jeast (the symbal of a
tyrannical and impieus pawer) having
seven heads and ten horns, and of another
beast with two horps like a lamb, but which
spake like a dragon,—the latter the same
asis afterwards described ss the false pro~
phet. It would not be difficult to show
how all the particulars in the description
of these two powers apply to the Papacy
in its double character of a great despotism,
which for ages has controlled the affairs of
the nations under its sway, and as a system
of false dactrine warking with all deceivable~
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ness of unrighteousness in them that perish.

But John has by the direction of the Holy |
¢ juuction of spiritual aud temporal 1 ower,

Spirit left us withouat doubit on the subjeet,
by referring us to the very point, where
this anti-christian anthority was to e set
up (che xvii, 9.} *“ The seven heads ave
<even mountains, on which the woman
sitteth.”  KHvery school-bey knows that
Rome was built on seven hills, and the
desaription at oence points to the city of
Rome as the seat of this pewer. 1e also
iike Duniel explains the ten borns, as ten
kingdoms which sheuld ‘freccive power
one hour {or more properly) at the snme
time with the beast.”

This great power is represented as
*“making war with the samts and overcom-
ing them, and having power given him
over all kindeeds and tongues and nations’’
—and as continuing for ferty and two
months.  In other portions of the same
hook we have the church described as in a

state of humiliation and distress for the .

same peried. Thus we have in the 11th
chapter the holy city trecden under fuet
forey aud two months, and the two witnesses

prophecying in sackelath for 1260 day-, and !

again in the 12th chapter we havea woman

feeing into the wilderness and there nour- ;
ished for the same perfed. The state of .
things represented in these visions cxactly |

coincides with whatis deseribed in the 13th
<hapter, only it is leoked at from a different
point of view.

In the former we have the .

church described in her afflicted condition

from extramevus causes. In the latter we
have a description of the great pewer under
which she suffers.

We ceme now te the questions which
many will comsider the most interesting,
viz: the time of the duration of this power.
Before soferring to this we must state
exactly what e moan by the Papacy. By
this we do net mean the spiritual or eccles-

¢ ag it bas in fact existed in the world and in

some measure still exists, consists in thot

by which the Pope as the head of \he
chureh claims to exercise entire authority
over the civil atlairs of natiouns, and by
virtue of a pretended divine right, to dis-
pose o crowns and Kingdoms acconling to
his will.  This authority the Pope has in
past ages exercised to the full, and rem-
nants of it remadn in every Roman Catho-
lic coantry in his power, which according
to law the hierarchy of that church has in
its vivil atfairs.

W are not left in doubt as to the dura-
tion of this demination. In all the visions
referred to, the rime fixed for its continuance
is the same. In Daniel the power of the
Litde Horn is for a time, times and the
dividing of time or three vears and a half,
So in Revelamion the Holy city is to be
trodden down forty and two months, the
witnesses prophesy  in sackeloth 1260 days,
the wowman is nowrished in the wilderness
for the same period, and the ULeast has
power given to him for forty and two
months. These all express the same time
which, according to the year-day theory,
will denote 1260 years.  The great question
then is what date is to be assigned to the
commencement of this power. It is here
that Protestaut interpreters have ditiered
and the difficulty in determining the ques-
tion arises from the fact, that t'e rise of
the Papal power was graddual.,  The church

; of Rome originally excrcised only spiritual

iastical power which the church of Rome !

possesses, or which the Pope as its head
administers,  Neither do we mean the
semporal power, which he exercises as a
sovereign over a certain portion of Italy,
through which he ranks as a sovereign po-
tentate among the kings of the earth. But
the Papacy as scen by the sacred writers,

j

power, and it was ouly step by step that
she rose to that height of power, which she
afterward attained.  There are four periods
which have been fixed on gs the date of the
rise of the Papacy. The first is the era of
Justinian. Between the years 529 aud 533
the celebrated code of laws, which bears
Lis namne was prepared under his authority.
In this the clergy of the church were invest-
ed with civil authority, andin connection
with this in the last of these years an Edict
was issued by him and at the same time a
letter addressed to the Pope, recognizing
him as the head of all the churches, and
placing himself and kingdom under his pro-
tection. The socond date which has Leen
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assizned to the rise of the Papacy is the
vear 606, when I’hocas the Fmperor of
the West gave the Bishop of Rome the
title of Universal Bishop. Elliott, who is
Juedle princeps of interpreters of the Book
of Revelation, however fixes upon the years

from 604 to GOR, when a series of edicts -

were issued establishing the supremacy of
the Pope. The third period fixed as the
date of the rise of the Papacy is the year

758, when the Pope received from King |

Pepin, the grant of the sovercignty of the
Ixarchate of Ravenna and other portions

of Italy, which till reccutly have formed :

the states of the church under Papal sov,
raenity.  The 4th is the Eva of Ilelde-
Lrand, who became Pope in 1073, and who
as Grcory VIL raised the Papal authority

that Antichrist began kis reign in the vear
606, the additional one thousand two hun-
dred and sixty yvears of his dmmtion, were
they Julian or ordinary years, weuald lead
down to the year 1866 as the last period of
the seven headed monster. Bat seving they
are prophetical years only (Z.e. of 360 days)
we must cast away ciwhteen years in order
to bring them to the exact mcasure of time
that the spirit of God designs in this hook.
And thus the final period of the Papal
supremacy, (supposing that he did indeed
rise in the vear 606) must conclude with the
vear 18487 The majority of imerprctcrs'

. have rejected the idea of prophetical vears.

to the highest pinnacle of grandeur, so that

Gibbon says of him that he “ may be ador
ed or detested as the founder of the Papa
mounarchy.”

Undoubtedly were we looking for the
period when the Papacy had reached its
culminating poiant, we would fix on the era
of Gregory. But as we are seeking for the
heginning of its domination, we must look
to an carly period. All the principles of
the Papal power were not only proclaimed
but acted on for some time previous. Very
able interpreters have argued very strenu,
ousty in favour of the third period mention.
ed ahove, and we would not pronounce
dogmatically against it.  The cvent alone
can decisively determine its truth or false.
hood. At the same time, however, we arc
strongly persuaded that the era we are seek-
ing must be placed at an earlier date. The
possession of sovereignty by the Pope, over

a portion of Italy, has been a matter of |

slight consequence to the world, compared
with that power which the Papacy has
claimed and exercised as the mistress of the
world, to dispose of kingdoms at her
will. Hence the great majority of interpre-

ters have fixed on the year 606 as the date !
of the rise of the Papal power, and by add- ‘

ing to this 1260 we reach the year 1866,
which most interpreters have fixed on for
the fall of the Papacy. The Rev. Robert
Fleming, writing in the year 1701, used the

£ollowing langaage : “ If we may suppose

and have held that natural years are meant
But considering the cvents of 1848, when
besides the other revolutions in the Paps
kingdom, the Pope himself was driven from
Rome and a popular government established
there, and that cver since his temporal
power has been assailed on every hand un-
til now it is at its last gasp, we may give
more weight to this view, and believe that
the year 1848 does mark an important era
in the fall of the Papacy, which, however,
was not to be completed till the year 1866.

Events have shown that the cra of Justi-
nian cannot be the era of the rise of the
Papacy, for 1260 years have elapsed withont
the cnd being reached.  But Elliott has
combined that era with the second, the cra
of Phocas,as marking two stages of the rise
of the Papacy, and looked for two similar
stages in its fall.  Accordingly 1260 years
from the era of Jestinians code, 529 to 3533,
brings us to the years 1789 to 1393, the
years of the breaking out of the French
Revolutior, which he regarded as the com-
mencement of the downfall of the civil
power of the Papacy; and the same period
added to the ycars 604 to 608 brings us to
the years 1864-8, when he expected that
its overthrow would be complete.

Qur readers, however, must be carcful to
understand what we mean by the downfall
of the Papacy. By this we do not mean the
extinction of the Popish religion, but the
overthrow of that ecclesiastical civil power
which Rome has so long exercised in the
affairs of nations. The Scriptures distin-
guish between Rome as a political power
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and Rome as teaching a system of falsehood. | hold this theory it is maintained, that the

In the first character she is described as a
beast (the emblem of a tyrannical power)
with seven heads and ten horns. Iu the
latter she is described as the false prophet.
Again she iy described a8 @ false woman
(the emblem throughout Scripture of an
apostate church) riding upon the beast,
maintaining her elevated position and her
onward progress by means of her political
power.  While therefore we expeet that the
Pope will soon be deprived of his political
power, we by no means expect a speedy
extiuction of Popery. This we expect to
linger, it may be for a lengthened period,
as remnants of it have long lingered in
Protestant countries.

From the above outline of the Protestant
system of interpreting prophecy, it will be
seen that if there do not occur some great
cvent or events during the present year, or
between the present and the year 1868, by
which the civil Lower of the Pope as the
head of the Romish church, then the com-
monly received theories regarding these por-
tions of the word of God will he shattered,
if not entirely overthrown. It is true we
may still fall back upen the view of those
who regarded the Papal power as commenc,
ing with the grant of Pepin, in 756, and
therefore not expect its termination till the
year 2016.  But his view has heen main-
tained by so small a portion of Protestant
interpreters that many will relinquish the
year-day theory altogether, and abandon
the Protestant interpretation of those sym-
bols ot John and Daniel, which finds in
them a figuration of Papal Rome, throngh
long and dreary ages, wearing out the saints
+ "the Most High. We must however not
confound our interpretations with the word
of God. The former may prove without
foundation, without in any way diminishing
the authority of the latter.

We may remark here that the events re-
ferred to will test another theory, which has
been maintained hy many good and worthy
men in the Christian church. We allude
to what is called the pre-miliennial theory,
that is that Christ is to come in person pre-
vious to the millenium and reign on the
earth during that period. By most who

Papacy is to be destroyed by the personal
coming of Christ. This view is founded on
such passages as 1 Thess. ii. 8, where it is
predicted that the Lord shall ““ destroy the
man of sin with the brightness of his com-
ing.”” Others, of course, hold that Christ’s
coming is spoken of there, as in other places,
where he comes ina work of judgment upon
nations. The progzress of events will soon
test this phase of the pre-millennial theory,
aud in many minds the whole system.

But what are the indications in the Pro.
vidence of Go “hat the expectation of the
overthrow of tue Papacy is near at hand 2
Viewing the papacy as we have described
it, to us there appears every indication that
it is hastening to an end. There is scarcely
a country of Papal Europe, in which there
has not been durimg the last few yearsa
demand for the deprivation of the ope and
the Popedom of all political power. Itis
true that Concordats have heen entered
into with several governments for the main-
tenance and increase of this power, but
these have invariably ended by exciting
deeper hostility against the combination of
civil and spiritual power in the hands of
ecclesiastical authorities, and & more fixed
determination to scparate the two. The
measures of Louis Napoleon in France have
already virtually piaced the Romish church
in that country under the supremacy of the
State and little more is required to secure
its separation from Rome. In Italy where
the domination of the Popedom has been
so long undisputed, the idea of the separa-
tion of the civil and temporal power has
taken firm possession of the minds of the
population, Thousancs of priests have
boldly declared in its favour, and among the
laity the cry is. a free church ina free state.
Even the Irish, long the most docile sub-
jects of the Pope, aro coming under the
influence of the same opinions. Fenianism,
which, in its primary object of setting up
an Irish republic, we regard as the maddest
scheme that cver entered into the brain
even of an Irishman, is yet helping to
indoctrinate the Irish population both in
Britain and America with the ides, that the
priest has no right to control them in their
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political opinions or condact. And to

crown all, by treaty Louis Napoleon is !
‘ stand condemned. When 'we read that over

bound to remove the French troops from
Rome during the present year.  The result
of this can scarcely be douhted.

Victor |

Bmanuel is indeed pledged to respect the !

Pope’s possession of Rome. But he has
only to abstain from all interference and to
Jenve the Romans to settle their own affuirs,
and undoubtedly they will make qoick
work of the Pope’s aunthority.
mauy similar facts to which we might
advert seen to indicate that the end of the
Jscclesiastico-civil power of Reme is ap-
proaching so rapidly, thatit is not unxeason-
able 1o expect it even during the present
year

At’all events we are on the eve of im-
portant events. The Most High is coming
furth out of liis place to visit the nations of
the carth, and seems ready hy solemn judg-
ments to destroy that gigantic system of
evit which has so opposed itself to the pro-
aress of his kingdom, and thus prepared
the way for the spread of truth and righ-
teousness.  Let us be found watching and
praying. Let each be found faithful in his
sphere.  * Behold I come quickly, blessed
i> he that watcheth and keepeth his gar-
ments.”

=
THE INSURREGTION IN JAMAICA.

During the last few wecks, as our readers
are aware, this island has been the scene of
an insurrection on the part of the negroes,
resulting in the murder of a number of
whites in  circumstances of remorseless
cruelty. Its suppressicn was :s rapid as
its rise, and has been followed by atrocities
on the part of the officers of Government,
which has shocked the civilized world.—
These it is not our business to record, but
we cannot heip, in the name of humanity
and for the honor of our British name, join-
ing our voice in the lond protests which
have arisen from the British press and peo-
ple, against the wholesale and lawless
slaughter committed under the sanction of
the authorities there.  We arc indeed told
to wait for further information, and not to
judge them unheard. But the accounts we

These and |

have are from the parties themselves, and
it is out of their own iouths that they

two thousand negroes were summarily hang.
ed or shut down,—that villages had been
entirely destroyed, and whole districts ren
dered desolate,—that rivers were thick with
dead, and the hugze trenches packed witlh
corpses, threatened a pestilence,—und that
for twenty-eight days slaughter thus run
riot, we are reading the accoumts of those
who were the auents in the work, and who
only regretted that the slaughter had ceased
30 soor. When we read of 170 negroes shot
on the march of a single detachment, and
shat “ the soldiers seem to enjoy it, the in-
habitants have to dread it, and if they run
away, they are shot for running away ;”’ it

. is the British officer in command of the de-

tachment who writes thus. In another case
we are told that another British officer by
holding a pistol at the head of a black boy
obliged him to give evidenceas to the guilty
parties, and upon cvidence so obtained had
them shot the next morning; and itis the
officer himself who communicates the fact.
Sickening as are the details from the parties
themselves, how much more might we ex-
pect them to be, if we had the other side.
Who can wonder that these things and
others, such as the murder of Gordon, for
it was nothing clse than murder, should
have shocked the sense of right of the Brit-
ish public, and that the government should
have secn it necessary to order a prompt in-
vestigation of the whole matter.

We have felt it our duty, to refer to the
matter however, in consequence of the man-
ner in which the names of Christian mis-
sionaries have been used in connexion with
the affair, and for the bearing of these events
upon the cause of Christianity. Itisim-
possible, however, to have a correct view
of the state of matters there, without look-
ing at the social coudition of the inhabit-
ants since emancipation. The leading facts
on this point are so calmly and so conciscly
stated by a London Journal, that we trans-
fer the account to our columns :—

“The discontent has been growing for
years, and finds its ultimate root in two
causces, one of which is meradicable, except
perhaps by long continued prosperity, while
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the other is within the reach of parliameunt-
ary action.  The two are "¢ increase of
population and the character of the Legis-
lative Assebly. The negroes, always pro-
lific, as veey poor races are always apt to be,
have sinee the emancipation multiplicd
with extraordinary rapidity.  The climate
<uits them, the release from forced labor
has inereased the healthiness of the women,
early tuarreiage has been fostered as an anti-
dote to the immorality customary in slave
culonies; and though there is a tervible
amount of licence remaining, it is not of
a kind ov degree to cheek greatly the in-
crease of popnlation.  The pressure for
<ubsistence becomes vearly greater, while
the weans of procuring it grow yvearly less.
Suwrar, the grand staple of the export trade,
cumot be cultivated to advantage without
seientific appliances—that is, without capi-
tal, and capital has for vears been leaving
Jamaiea, till only some 30,000 persons are
now maintained by the ancient cultivation
of the island.  Other planting scarcely ex-
istz, aud the negroes therefore are driven to
hire little plots of ground, upon which they
srow their fuod and some little tobaceo, but
s-arcely anvthing clse which can be con-
verted into money.  The istand is therefore
practicalty populated by cottiers, as poor as
Irish cottiers, as dependent upon the har-
vest, and, if it be possible, stll more un-
enlichtened.

To this population—over-numerous, po-
verey-stricken, and ignorant—the Legisla-
tive Assembly adls a number of colored
immigranis imported from India, and used
up at a frichiful pace, and refuses justice,
education, and a sound system of convey
ance,  That Assembly 1s clected by less
than 2500 voters, ina population of 441,000
and legislates exelusively in the interests of
the planters. These latter are, as a body,
inheritors of the slave-holiling ideas, and
sometimes of the slave-holding morality,
and they Luve refused all measures in the
imterest of the blacks, wasted half 2 million
sterling on coolies, who die like sheep, pas-
sed a whipping Act which reealls the tone
of the old Black Code. and imposed cnor-
mous duties on English imports, duties so
heavy that, as was publicy stated in the
Assembly, the negroes were falling back
upon nakeduess 10 avoid the costof clothing
sis ratsed by the last tariff.  They could pay
in kind, but they cannot in cash, and they
have no means of raising more. The plant-
ers will not buy of them, the dealers do not
like the halficleaned produce which is all
they as cottier cultivators can offer, and in
many cases the right of cviedon is used as
in Bengal, to compel the tenantey to culii-
vate particular articles and scll them to the
awner at a fixed price.  Of one such case
we have the details, as of others which
prove that the true substitute for slavery,

I

fair wages for fuir work, has not vet entered
the island imagination. The greatest gricev-
ance of all, however, is the refusal of justice.
Jamaica has been organized on the country-
sentleman svstem, the owners heing the
sole magistratws, and the owners are ~aid to
be unfair towards the colored population.
It does not matter much in a politieal point
of view whether this charee 15 true or not.
Observers like Dr. Underhill, a cool, shrewd
man, whose evidence is distrasted beeitnse
he is Secretary to the Baptist missioun. but
who is a layman and vot a negrophile,
think it has a foundation, the planter even
when uptight heing swayed by a feeling of
race engrained into his very heart.  Suc-
cessive Governors; ton, have thoughtit, and
have pleaded for stipendiary magisirates,
hut the Assembly is jealous of its clacturs’
power, and absolutely refuses to change the
svatem.  Whether, however, the charvye is
true or false, itis believed to be true, and
that beliet is fatal to any confidence be-
tween governors and governed.  The negro
when injured, will not apply to the magis-
trates, and when summmned accepts his
sentence as a ‘* white oppression,” whiie
all civilcontracts fall hopelessly out of gear.
Knowing that he has to deal with a poor
cinplover, the negro refuses to make & bind-
tng contrart, and when engaged by the day
holts, unless regularly paid.  lle cannot
recover his wages by law, and therefore can
and will give no credit, while the jlanter
who wants him for only half a year ic often
unable to pay till the crop is in, thatis,
until the negro has abandoned his own evop
for the uncertain chance of obtaining lus
cmployer’s wages.  There are no connty
courts available, and the negro finding no
redress from the civil law, believing in noung
from the eriminal law, ignorant by legisia-
tive defeet, and  self-indulzent from  the
absence of result to his self resiraint, full
back absolutely upon the little plot which
is not his, to which he can get no lease, and
which he is not permitted by the convevane-
ing system to buy. When that plot fails
the world falls from hencath his feet, and
for the past two vears it has tailed from
dronght, failed till the people werein places
actually without food—there is no poor law
—till they, among the vainest of mces,
leave their children withont clothing, till

in places they deliberated whether they,

i

like their fathers, had not better iy to the
mountains. The accidental publication of

 aletter from Dr. Underhill to Mr. Cardwell,

which had so impressed the Secretary that
he forwarded it to Governor Eyre for a re-
port, blew the discontent into & flame, and
meetings of colored men were held, demand-
ing higher wages, education, better repro-
sentation, an cnd to immigration, and the
exemption of raw materinls from import
duties. None of these demands were com-
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plied with ; the governor, though admitting
the badness of the governing class, con-
demned the negroces, and an unlacky placard
was published by authority, headed “the
Queen’s Advice,” and containing in other
words the answer which Phareah gave to
the children of Israci—* Ye are idle, ye are
idle.” This increased the irritation to its
height.

Our readers are aware that serious charges
have been made against Mr. Underhill,
See’y of the Baptist Missionary Socicty, as
an iustigator of the outrages of the negroes.
The simple facts show how groundless is
the charge. Mr. U, during his visit to Ja-
maica, becoming acquainted with the state
of matters described above, on his return
home to London, addressed to Mr. Cardwell
a manly letter pointing out some of the
evils, with the view of dire: ting his atten-
tion to the means of remedying them. The
letter contained nothing inflammatory, and,
indeed, was never intended for puhlication,
but Mr. C. having sent a copy of it to the
Governor of Jamaica, the latter published

it. It is possible that unfair use of this let- |

ter was made among the negroes, but if so,
the governor who made it public was ans-
werable for this. But the letter had nething
in it encouraging violence.

We have not had full accounts from mis-
sionaries the-e since the outbreak, but we
have receiveu cnough to show, that the

missionaries and the members of the mission |

churches have been the friends of order, and
that had the negroes generally been brought
under the influence of some christian in.
struction, the outbreak would never have
happened. The Rev. A. G. Hozg thus
writes :—

“ For more than two vears there has heen
much depression—much poveriy and sutler-
ing all over theisland. Unfortunately here,
as in Ircland, there are demagozues who
put much nonsense and evil into the minds
of the people. This is little needed. They
are, like all semi-civitized and ignorant peo-
ple, very suspicious ; and, from their ante-

cedents, you might expect that there is a |

bitter feeling towards planters and employ-
ers. You have heard of Dr. Underhili’s
letter to the Colonial Secretary ; it was well
meant, but it has been the innocent occasion
of cvil. Then came a letter from Mr.
Cardwell to our Governor ahout * the dis-
tress—an excellent letter, which was pub-
ished, and which we all explained to our

'
|

"and peace in all their districts.

people, and which in substance told them
thut they were not the only people who
sufiered, that they must work more perse-
veringly and rely on their own exertions.
To the idle and restless this was not to
their taste ; but in general, where a minister
explained the 1natter to the people, they
were satisfied. *  * ok Kok

I believe that the black people may have
misunderstood evil counscllors who knew
better, and that they may have been misled ;
still there is no doubt that, especially among
the heathens and non-chureh-going portion
of the population,—a large proportion,—
there has been of late a great deal of grumb-
ling and dissatisfaction.  Your people in
Mauchester had education and religion, and
the visible cfforts of their fellow-subjects to
relieve them during their cotton famine ;
hut there is an immense mass of iygnorance
siill in Jamaica, and there has been a want
ot kindly fecling towards the employed in
many districts on the part of empluvers.
I consider the grievances of the negrocs as
imaginary, so fér as the rulers arve concerned.

This is altogether an unexpected and dis-
couraging ehullition of frantic passions on
the part of the negroes, and another illus-
tration of the fearful depravity of the human
heart, and of the enormities that might be
perpetrated but for the checks of providence
and the restraint of God’s grace. A sad
blot has been brought on the negro charac-
ter. and in the state of things in America
and elsewhere at present, confidence in the
emancipated negroes may he shaken. Bug
I have earnestly to request that you will
aive especial prominence to the fact that
the feeling of my people—the feeling, 1 am
sure, in all our congregations, and among
the great majority of those negroes who
have been under sound relizious instruction,
is a feeling of shame, and grief, and indig-
nation at these horrible outrages.  All my
clders have gone to Mandeville, and offered
to be sworn in as special constables—some
of them were so sworn in on Saturday Jast;
and I helieve all our members will, if need-
ful, exert their influence to preserve order
This, X
trust, will be unnecessary. I think this
very mail will carry home an expression of
confidence on the part of the Government
that the rebellion is suppressed, but it is
overwhelming to think at what a sacrifice
of human life.”

So far as we have seen no reproach has
heen cast upon the Presbyterian missionarics
or their congregations,during these proceed-
ings. But attempts have been made to
fasten odium upon preachers and others
connected with other churches. We helieve
that when the whole truth is known, it will
be found that these churches are equally
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clear,and that the colony is much indebted !

t the missivnaries of all bodies for the
amount of social order actually existing.—
It may be found, however, that individuals
calling themsclvegs preachers, or who have
Leen actually thus employed, may have
beew instigatorsin the revolt. Those bodies
whicli employ unedueated men iu the minis-
try, have doubtless, in some iustances, em-
ployed ignorant men recently reclaimed
from Heathenism, who afterwards showed
themselves utterly unworthy of thelr posi-
tion. But such men are repudiated by the
bodies to which they belong. That we may
be convineed that the real cause of the out-
break is the heathenism, in which so large
a proportion of the population are sunk, we
have only to read the fullowing sentences of
a letter of Mr. Wutson, written since the
outbreak :—

“ Reports have come in to-day that other
parishes have shown a spirit of dissatisfiac-
tion, and that a repalar organized rising of
all the people is comtemplated. T have no
fear on that head. e district where the
rebellion has brokon out is notoriously the worst
provided with missivnaries, schools, und reli-
qious and educational appliances in the whole
island. [t is a locality fil of African emi-
grants, for whose cvangelization no efforts have
been made.  Such was and is the destitation
of the Parish of St. Thomas in the East,
that our Synod hasrepeitedly made enquiry
as to a mission there, and at one time we
had fixed upon Moreton (which you will
sce on the map to be in the very centre of
the disturbed district) as & missionary sta-
tion, but want of fands prevented.,  There
are hundreds of negroes in these parishes as
fynorant and as deeply sunk in burbarism as
an Central Africa.”’

2

PePoI~
JAMAICA.

The terrible events that have recently
taken place m Jamaica will render the in-
formation contained in the following article
timely and acceptable. It is from the pen
of the Rev. James Watson the oldest Pres-
byterian Missionary on the Island :—

Out of a population of 441,248 there are
only 127,978 who attend any plare of re-
ligious worship. The whole children in
the colony attending any day or evening
school are only 26,270. More than Lalf the
population of Jamaica are still nominally

heathen.  It1s true much has been done,
many missionaries aud ministers  lahour
among the people ; but still it isas truce that
thousands of the population do not avail
themselves of the gospel, though placed
within their reach.  There are 200 minis-
ters and missionaries in the Island : Church
of England, 90; Wesleyans, 28; United
AMethodists, 6; DBaptists, 283 Mecthodist
Association, 3; London Missionary Society
&; Moravian, 14; Catholics, 5; Jewy, 1;
United Presbyterian, 20; American Mis-
sion, 3.

These 200 ministers divide amongst them
something less than 800 people each;
whereas, if reaching the whole population,
cach would have a charge of over 2200
souls. This proves that thousands do not
avail themselves of the means of religious
instruction ; and of the 154,285 said to be
under religious instruction, there must be a
large abatement made for the merely no-
minal professor. the careless, the indifferent,
and the backsliding, and children. When
these deductions r.e made, the number
under the infuence of religion would not
much exceed 100,000—not one-fourth part
of the population.

Then if we view the whole island in re-
erard to religion, and if only a fourth part of
it has felt the evangelizing power of the
gospel, need we be at all surprised that sin
and immorality should bein the ascendant 2
Before freedom there were no penitentiarics.
Crimes were punished on the estates except
murder.  Lvery estate bad its own prison,
judge, and jury. The amount of crime
wus then unknown, and it is unfair to com-
pare the past and the present in this res-
pect.  Owing to the nuwmber of ministers
and missionaries, schoolhouses, churches,
and chapels, it has been supposed that
licentiousness, cuuning, malice, and crime
of every phase, rampant and strong, and
setting at defiance deceacy, law and religion.

It is plain that the outstanding heathen-
ism of 300,000 people must to some extent
neatralize and cast into the shade the char-
acter and conduct of the 100,000 who have
embraced Christianity ; but it is altogether
unfair to reason from such premises that
missions have been a failure in Jamaica.

Tlis question is giving rise to much
speculation. May God make us all more
faithful, and out of these things lead every
nissionary of the cross to more humble
reliance upon his God and Father. I do
not care much ahout men’s opinions; I
know that the lives and death-bed scenes of
multitudes attest the great success of the
gospel in Jamaica; and I know also, that
cven within the last twelve months, bad
and wicked as this city is, there have been
sound and saving conversions in it.
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THE UNJUST STEWARD.
Lul:e xvi. 1-9,

This parable has sometimes been seized |
upun by the encmies of the Bible, as a
eround of reproach against the teaching of
our Loxd, as if he were found commanding
frand and immorality; and even sincere be- |
lievers have sometimes felt perplesity on |

|
|
|

the subject. A close examination will, we I
trust, show not only that there is no ground
for such an accusation, but that this parable .
cvinces the wisdom of him * who spake as °
never wan spake.”

In explaining the circumstances referred
to in the parable the most probable sup-
position is, that the steward was entrusted |
notmerely w.th ready money, but with tmets
of land, which he let to others on such terms
as he saw fit.  His master had placed such
eutire confidence in him, that he required
no account until he had such evidence of
his unfaithfulness, that he resolved to dis-
miss him. In the meantime the steward
had carried on a system of robbery by pay*
ing over to the proprictor only a portion of
thie sums received from the tenants. An !

xamination of the contracts, and a com-
parison of them with the sum actually paid,
woulid expose his fraud and ensure his dis
missal, and as he has spent all his fradulent
zains, he has ouly the prospect of beggary
before hine.,

It is, however, to his condnct in these
almost desperate circumstances, that our
attention is particularly divected. e does
not disenise or attempt to conceal his dan-
gor, Hemakes no delay in taking measures
to avertit. He lays his plans wisely, and
having laid them wisely, he carries thom !
into execution with the utmost promptitude-
Ilis dealings with two of the tenants
are given as a specimen. The measure
adopted was to alter the existing contracts
in favor of the tenants, so that they wonld
only have to pay a lower sum. By this
means the tenants woald regard themselves
as favoured, and would naturally feel gra-
tified to him as the author of the favour.
Terhaps it might help to sereen him m the |
coming investigation. If the new contracts |

!
|
1

exhibited the sams actually paid to the
owner, he might hope that he might ap-

j reprohation as a dishonest man.

pear to have acted honestly in the matter.,
At all events he had secured the friendship
of the tenants in such & way, that if he

: lost his office, he could count upon bheing

provided for by thenr. Now the morality
of his conduct in this or in his previous
conduct is not commended to us.  On the
contrary our Lord holds him ap to our
He is
called the unjust stevard, and the force of

* our Lord’s exhortation is found in the very

fact, that he was a wicked man. It is en-
tirely in respect to his worldly wisdom, that
his conduct is held up to us as an example;
and” the design of our Lord was by a con-
trastof the activity, wisdom and earnestness
with which worldlings attend to the com-
parutivelv unimportant matters which oc-
eupy their astention, to condemn the mido-
lence, carelessness, and want of tact, which
better minded persons display in regard to
matters of the highest importance. In this
respect the comparison otten presents fea-
tures exceedingly unfaveurable to God’s
children.  Accordingly, the point of our
Lord’s lesson from this parable is found in
his sayving, “The children of this world
(among whom plainly he reckons this stew-
ard) are in their generation wiser than the
children of light.” Would that all who
name the name of Christ would learn the
lesson of dilizence and wisdom, which the
conduct of the avowedly ungodly so often
teaches them.

But like all the other parables, this is an
imawse of heavenly things, and scems to
present to us the following truths (—

First.—God is the universal proprictor,
and whatever we possess is merely entrust-
ed to us by him.  “ Thine, O Lord, i3 the
greatness, and the power, and the glory,
and the victory, and the majesty ; for all
that is in the heaven and the carth is thine,
thine is the kinazdom, O Lord, and thou art
exalted as head above all.  Both riches and
honour come of thee, and thou reigmest
over all; and in thine hand it is to make
great and to give strength unto all.”

Secovdly.—“It is required in stewards
that a man be found faithful,” and we as
stewards must be called to give a strict ac.
count of what has been entrusted to us.~—
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Money, intellectual or moral gifts, influence,
are all talents entrusted to ug, and the com-
mand i8 “ Qceupy till I come;” and at his
c¢oming our great Lord will reckon with
every onc of his scrvants. even with those
to whom the smallest gifts,—the one taleat,
—has been entrusted, “ Give an account
ot thy stewardship,” will then be the sum-
mons—*‘“an account,” says one, *“of the
blessings vou have received, O children of
fortunc ; an account of the fruits of trial, ye
learners in the school of affliction; an ac-
count of the time measured out to you, ye
sons of mortality ; an account of the mes-
sage of salvation which has been sent, ye
that have been favoured with the true light.”
And how sad the loss of those who are at
length condemned as unfaithful.  We pity
the steward, notwithstanding his wicked-
ness, but what was the condition of any
man deprived thus of earthly position, com-
pared with his of whom it shall be said,
“ Bind him hand and foot and cast him into
outer darkness. There shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.”
Thirdly.—Complaints are made to our
heavenly proprictor, that we have wasted
his goods, and who shall plead “not guilty”
to the charge? Who has spent his time for
God’s glory, and man’s good? Who has
valued gospel privileges and profited by
them as we should 2 Who has employed
his influcnce and vavious gifts in the manner
that God requires ¢ And who has used his
property as a steward of God, and not for
his own glory and gratification ?
Fourthly.—A short period intervenes be”
fore the time of final account, which we are
urged diligently to improve. Life is the
allotted period in which to prepare for giv-
ing in our account. When we stand before
the tribunal of God. it will be too late to
have our accounts rectitied, and condem-
nation must be our sentence,—a scutence
issuing in everlasting exclusion from the
presence of God and of the Lamb. Time
is the only period in which we can adopt
measures to avert so awful a doom. Yet
how short it is. * Whatis our life, it is
even & vapour that appearcth for a little
time, and then vanisheth away;” and yet
uncertaln as it is short. “ We know not

»”

what a day may bring forth,” yet upon it
depends the issues of eternity. ¢ Whatever
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might, for there is no device nor knowledge
in the grave whither thou goest.”
Lastly.—We arc warned then to act with
the same wisdomn as distinguished the un-
just steward. Like him, let us at once see
our danger, —like him, let us have no care-
lessness or inditference in the matter, but
awake to a sensc of the importance of the
crisis,—like him, let us act prowmptly, let
there be no putting off till a more conve-
nient seasen; but above all, sce that we,
like him, act wisely, by using the means in
our hands, so that when death overtakes us,
we may have provision made for our future
abode. “1I say unto you, make to your-
selves friends of the mammon of ueright.
eousness; that when ye fail, they may re-
ceive you into everlasting habitations.” —
By this our Lord did not design to teach
that these friends were the means of effect-
ing our entrance in heaven, or that Lenevo-
lence will secure us a place there. These
friends only receive nus. The moral is the
same as that of Matt. xxv. 34-40, where we
are taught that the charitable deeds of
christians will be appealed to as the evi-
dence of the reality of their faith. Yet how
pleasing this, to find friends already in the
better land, meeting their bencfactors, by the
will of God, to conduct them to their future
abodes. Who would so live to himself and
so devote his wealth to his own gratification,
that he should be without a friend there 2

If grief, in heaven, might tind a place,
And shame, the worshipper bow down,

Who meets the Saviour, face to face,—
"T'would be to wear a starless crown.

To find in all that starry host,
Who meet before the eternal throne;
Who once, like us, were sinners lost,—
Not one to say, you led me home.

Oh! may it ne'er to me be said,—
No soul that’s saved by grace divine,
Has called for blessings on thy head,
Or linked its destiny with thine!
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THE EVANGELIZATION OF THE ROMANISTS.

RY REV. GEORGE SUTHERLAND.
Your remarks on a Roman Catholic
nission have deserved the attentive coun-
sideration of the whole church.  While not
professing to grapple with the subject, vou
have presented the outlines of a ficld loudly
claiming the dissemination of gospel truth.
The question is one both important and
dificult. Not a little obscurity and conse-
quent misconception surrounds it.  Yet
the character of Romanism and its bearing
upon the welfare of immortal sonls and the
future of our country, demand that those in
whom God has implanted the love of the
truth as distinguished from the bare pos-
session of it,—the power to discriminate
between truth and error, as distinguished
from the latitudinarianism which refuses to
interest itself in questions of doctrine; the
pure principles of patriotism as distinguished
from the shiftings of a selfish expediency ;
and an ardent zeal for the crown richts
of our Redeemer Christ, the Lord of all
kingdoms, as distinguished from the loath-
some lukewarmuess and ncutrality which
would tolerate the reign of Satan in every
land—should take up this question, momen-
tous as it is, in the spirit of humility as
uncqual to the task, and with fervent pray-
er for light, zeal and power, consider it in
all its aspects as viewed from the positions
of the mere politician, the Iatitudinarian,
and the intellizent and fervent christian,
and having grasped the whele subject,
point out the course which the church in
living faith on her omnipotent Head ought
to pursue. The writer does not pretend to
have mastered the subject; but owns the
responsibility of communicating such ideas
as he helieves to be sound, adequate aud
practical. Is it supposed by any that Tam
exaggerating the difficulty of understanding
the system or of counteracting aund eradi-
cating its influence, Itis sufficient to an-
swer that the most wise God calls the sys~
tem the “mystery of iniquity;” that it has
baffled the ablest of statesmen, and tested
the patience, penetration, and courage of
the most eminent christians; and that its
representation by Scripture conveys the
idea that it is the master-piece of Satan.

Can such be readily comprehended, or
easily counteracted, or speedily eradicated ?
None but the ignorant or deluded can ene
tertain such an idea.

In the four Lower Provinces occupied by
our church there arc at the present day
about 830,000 souls, distributed thus: in
Nova Scotia 360 000 ; in New Brunswick
260,000 ; in Newfoundland 140,000; and
in Y. E. Island about 90,000; of these
about 250,000 or something less than one-
third arec Romanists. It is more than pro-
bable that correct tables will show that one
out of every three individuals in these Pro-
vinces is a Romanist. Does this fact
awaken no anxiety in the minds of the

i Protestant statesman, and of the sincere

christiin? Do I hear the mere politician
and the heartless worldling who, without
right, assumes the name of christian, ex-
claim, why should it? Is the system
known? Are its claims to universal em-
pire, and to unreserved and implicit ol e-
dicnee of body, soul and spirit, understood ?
It is, when put in practice, the most grind-
ing despotism which ever enslaved lostman.
Perhaps in theory this is admitted; but,
while the admission is made, they smile at
our supposcd bigotry and senscless alarm,
and in their imaginary intelligence and
liberality of sentiment scout the idea that
such despotism can ever be developed here.
If it fail in reaching this end, it will be
from no lack of will but of power,—and
this loss of ability will be owing entirely to
the successful resistance of those who pene-
trated its aims, and had the moral courage
to bar its progress. If no resistance should
be ofiered, if all its demands should be
granted, if its various enticements should
prevail over those for whom the net is
spread, how long should it be before the
gloom and superstition and ®dolatry of
Italy and Spain would overspread these
Provinces? Let the whole tone and bear=
ing of these false liberals and latitudinarians
proclaim aloud, let every barrier be removed,
let Popery have free course—help her with
open purse~—and frown down the bigos
who would say she has aught to do with
Anti-christ. Is it not both strange and
alarming that while Popery is dying out

.
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in its ancient seats long withered and
cursed by its presence, it is spreading,
taking rcot, and growing strong in Britain
and her colonics?  Is it so that the cup of
her sorceries is yet to be put in the mys-
terious Providengce of God into the hands
of Britain and her children? Nunneries
and moneasteries are disappearing in Spain
and Italy, and springing up in Britain and
America. Money is being taken from her
in her old dominion, and lavishly paid out
in her new field of conquest. In Italy
education can be neglected, but to conquer
the British empire, it will be diligently
fostered.

It is a solemn fact that Popery is making
marked progress in all these colonies. Fine
churches, spacious nunneries, large colleges
are erected, converts are made by schools
and marriages, advantages are taken of
political necessities, and favours are secured;
the ground once gained is regarded simply
as the vantage ground for a fresh victory ;
her emissaries are numerous, her organiza-
tion powerful and complete ; her oppression
unceasing—her success inspiriting.

‘What are we to do? Do battle for the
truth as the soidiers of Jesus Christ.  The
church must do the work in the name of
her Head. Intelligent Protestant states-
men will rejoice in our success,—they have
no wish to fecl the iron collar of the despot
on their necks ; they know the centraliged
power of the hierarchy, and wounld gladly
see it broken. We have the truth—let us
spread it.  'We are the strongest Protestant
body in these Provinces; to us the rest
may justly look to lead the van. Presby-
terians have lost raore blood at the hands
of Anti-christ than all other Protestants
put together. France, the Netherlands,
Switzerland, Scotland, testify to this. Let
us remember our noble ancestral martyrs
in the faith. They loved the truth; and
they proclaimed it at the risk of their lives
They died at the stake rather than cease
going among Romanists to teach them the
gospel.  This was heroism indeed. Give
the truth a chance, let it grapple with error,
we dread not the result. Cannot our
College give us two Gaclic speaking mis-
sionarics for Cape Breton? WVill British

Colleges turn out active agents to operate
among Protestants; and shall we have
none to rival them in zeal and courage?
Our brethren in Canada will send twu to
labonr among our long neglected French
population, if we can furnish the means.
Cannot 150,000 Presbyterians, descendants
of English, Irish, Scotch, and French,
furnish two missionaries to 250,000 Roman-
ists?  Tet us try in right earnest.  Where
are the Calebs who will go up and surround
these Jerichos in faith?  They may be
derided ; their enthusaism despised, and
their feebleness ridiculed ; but God’s word
for it, their faith shall conquer. Every inch
of the promised land shall be theirs.  Who
knows but the Lord may have many pre.
cious eclect souls in this modern Babylon,
awaiting the call of our missionaries. And
shall we keep them back ; orshall he refuse
to send them. Let us remember how the
truth reached our ancestors. Human
voices taught it from door to door; human
hands distributed the sacred book, and its
bold and vigorous exposure of error opened
the eves of common people to their hondage,
and showed them salvation in Christ.

This is the age of mercantile enterprise
and mechanical skill; it is for the church
to waken it, at the call of her captain ; the
age of evangelistic operations equalled by
no preceding age. If you have faith all
things are possible. With it will come
both wisdom and gold. Faith is most pru-
dent, but yet most bold; enthusiastic and
yet firmly successful. Might not special
training be given to the heroes among our
students who will volunteer for this work.
My language is not too strong. Look over
that dark field. Christ the glory of heaven
is concealed from the people—and they
perish,  Controversy is not the object of
the missionary—he goes to preach the gos-
pel ftom door to door, or to address small
groups in private houses—but he must
defend the trath. There will be much
disputation—it may be keen discussion—
but for atime it must be the truth in sim-
plicity and love accompanied with constant
prayer. Let our students remember this
ficld in_their weekly prayer meeting, and
when God says—Who will go for me to
teach these benighted souls my love in
Christ* May more than two respond—
« Here are we, send us!”’

Some of your readers may judge these
sentiments extravagant. Let them. If
they fall on their knees and plead fervently
for these dying sinners who are without
the gospel, their views may change. g I
have some ideas on the evangelization of
the heathen world, which I may lay before
your readers in your next. In thc mean-
time, my dear sir, let the evangelization of
the Romanists receive your earnest advo-
cacy.
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CAPT. BURTON AND MR, HARRIS'S STATE-
MENTS ON AFRICAN MISSIONS.

The Baptist Missionary Society forward-
ed to their station at Cameroons & report
of the discussion on African missions at the
Anthropological Society in London in April
Jast. To the statements made by Captain
Burton and Mr. Ilarris on that ocecasion,
the Rev. Alfred Saker, the senior mission-
ary, has seut home the following cffective
reply t—

Cameroony, July 10,

Before me are extracts from the  Morn-
ing Star,” dated April 20, 1865, containing
a report of statements made at a meeting
of the Anthropological Society, by Mr.
Harris, Capt. Burton, and others, traducing
missionaries, degcrading their converts, and
exalting to admiration the low vices of the
heathen. Being one of the assailed class,
and intimatcly acquainted with missionary
work on the coast of Africa for nearly a
quarter of a century, I am competent to
write & few lines both for wmissionaries and
their converts, and especially of the mission
in the Bight of Biafra.

* Mr. Harris says—‘ Missionaries do not
work. They wear the black coat and the
white neckcloth. They live in the high
house, and eat expensive dinners.  This
order wenced not follow. He tells us ‘they
wear the black coat, &¢.” Andwhatif they
do? Is there more disgrace in black than
white 2 Tt would help Mr. Harris to a little
knowledge could I have him here for six
months, and make him go through our
daily toil, and yet wearing the ¢ black cont
and white neckeloth—both of which by-the-
by he must bring with him, for he would
not obtain them here. But ¢ they live in
the high house and eat expensive dinners.”
I would this were true of all missionaries
on the coast of Africa. If any class of men
here need the high house and not the hovel,
it is the missionary class; and they, if any
do, neod the good dinner to sustain them in
in their perpetual toil. Can nothing be
done, Mr. Harris, by the English public to
compel vou to make this your charge, s
true one ? In iy case the first part of this
charge is true; I have the high house; but
from whence comes it 2 You assert, ‘mis-
sionaries do not work.” Did I not put tools
into the hands of those natives, and teach
them to fell the timber, to convert it into
plank, and then to make the doors and win-
dows? Did I not dig up the clay and make
the first hundred of bricks, that the ¢ imita-
tive animal > might doas I did? Did I not
dig out the foundations and lay the bricks
in mortar until these ‘animals’ could be
trusted to build alone? The result is, I
have a house, and it shelters me, and, com-
pared with native huts, it is something more

! than a palace. You say, ¢ the African, like

the monkey, is an imitative animal.” True,
and his imitative powers go a little beyound
the ‘animal.”  Tle does ‘copy the mission-
ary.” and hence it is the mission has a second
house also; and these animals have just
completed a school room, and are now
building me & chapel which bids fair to
eclipse my house. ‘F'hese are all of brick !
Hence, also, it is that you will find a body
of artizans, who, twenty years since, had
not seen the saw, the chisel, or plane. They
now saw timber and work it; they make
bricks and build; they hammer iron and
weld it ; and these men owe all their know-
ledge to the nissionary. Yet you say ‘mis-
sionaries do no work.’

< Mr, Harris have you thrown yourself
among & heathen people, without hook or
other aid, and through long months of at-
tention and study have, little by little,
gathered up thesounds floating around you;
giving these sounds o form in writing ; step
by step formed a vocabulary, and at last,
after a long period, made an African tongue
vour own ¢ And was this ‘no wortk 2’ Or,
having thus learnt a language, was it ‘no
work " to go among the heathen preaching
six times every week, at the same time
keeping the schools in daily and efficient
operation ?

“ If we preach, the people want the Serip-
tures. You may despise the book that
teaches, not Islunism, but that God has
made of one blood all nations of men. We
do not despise it, but we seck to secure a
good translation.  If the book be written it
must be printed.  These youths— imitative
animals’—must be taught to compose in
type, and to work the press. Ilave you
thus written, and taught and laboured till
the entirc New Testament is presented, and
half of the Old 2 If you have done none of
these things, vou assert of the missionary,
who has done it all, that ‘he does no work.”

“And of that yvouth! It may be the
one-time mechanic (all the better if he be,
if he combines with mechanical knowledge
devoteduess 1o the loving Saviour, and deep
sympathy with the ohjects of lis life); will
you assert of such a youth, who attempts
to master the language only, and dies in the
attempt, that ‘he did no work ¥ Or of
him who learns the language, and thence-
forward preaches daily : journeys weary
miles, battling oft with fevers, and daily
with physical weakness 2 This work 1 see
in others every day of my life.

“ Go to Calabar, and you will find a re-
petition of this toil. Go to the Gaboon, and
vou will find two languages written, and
Seriptures printed in both: and the men
you thus malign are carrying tl e light of
truth into the decp darkness of Africa.—
These things have not heen done in a cor-
ner; they have been in progress for years,
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and arc open to the inspection of all the
world  Yet, in sight of all, you say ¢ they
do no work.” Mur. Harris, I have done with
vou. Iam well-nigh worn ont with labor.
Weakness compels me to redtrict my toil to
twelve and fourteen Lours daily, and some-
times prostrates wme entively, and I shall be
ere long where lies will not assail me, and
the perverse heart will work me no harm.

“We have bieen intraduced to an ‘ imita-
tive animal” lIu his native state not a
‘nice one,” says Captain Burton, ‘but in.
finitively superior to the African converted
to Christianity.” To this he adds a special
charge against the converts in Sierra Leone.
I can leave to others the special slander

against a people 1,800 miles away, but T ;
Captain |
Burton, youn have been to Victoria; you !
e was with

may speak of men nearcr home,

have seen Horton Johnson.
us in the first stage ot the mountain jour-
ney. You saw Joseph Wilson, probably
several others. 1Is it there we are to look
for ‘animals so intinitely beneath the wild
ones ¥’ Tweuty-one years sinee I preached
at Fernando e, and Horton Johnson, for
the first time, heard of the way of reconcil-
iation with God for fallen man.  His eyes
were opened, and s heart and life were
changed.  During these long vears he has
lived a holy life, and you know that he is
manly and honourable—universally honour-
ed.  And Wilson, too, for twenty-two
years, has borne the high character of a
Chreistian man, and who, rather than re-
main with a prosperous husiness in the land
where Catholicism forbade men to worship
God, and substituted the worship of ima-
ges and dolls, exiled himself and family to
the then wildeinessof Victoria. Sacrificing
all that men of thiz world hold so dear, can
vou charge him with wrong-doing? I
specify these becanse you know them.—
What is to be said of that noble-hearted
man William Smith, who for vears main-
tained the worship in Fernando Po, during
my much absence, who jonrneyed with and
for me to mountain tribes. But why fur-
ther individualize ¢ 1 could go on to name
a hundred converts once worshipping in the
church in Fernando Yo, whose Christian
life showed tlicy were freed from=the dis-
gusting vices of the ‘not nice Pagan
animal.’

“¢«Not nice,” vou sav. No! We found
Biso, a chief, at Basipu: his head covered
with the ¢ bosuper,” that mass of clay and
fat with which those avimals mat together
the hair of their heads. IHe was painted,
too, with carthly pigments, oil, and ashes,
with sundry snake skins, incisors of the
bush-cat, bones and feathers of fowls as
ornaments ronund their neck, arms, and
loins—the ordinary type of the Fernandian
gentleman.  He heard the tale of human
redemption, and animal as he was, he be-

came interested 3 he heard till he believed
in the power and willingness of the Son of
God to save him, degraded and debased as
he was.  He washed his skin.  He worked
at his farm right manfully to clothe him-
self and maintain his fimily. He beeame a
convert, and in after life spent much of his
time in telling the tale of merey to his fel-
lows in their mountain homes, and dJdoing
this for three vears, unpaid, till death iaid
him low. e was notalone. Many of
the Fernandians followed hinn, whose Chris-

i tian, manly life testified to the falsehood of

the slanders heaped on native converts ;
and although two tnstances ocemred where
they returned to their mountain life for a
time, vet I defy vou orany other man,
visiting or resident at Fernado Po, to poing
me a single instunce of theft or drunkeuness
in converts from that wild race up to the
time of our expulsion from the island.—
Wrong-doing did occur among the resident
converts at I'ernando Po, but it led to their
immediate expulsion from the Church.

“You tell us thar ‘converted Pagans
lose their own code of morals, and do not
aequire ours.” ‘Qurs?” Do you mean
that code of morals Englishmen practice
on the const?  Oh! at any cost keep the
converts from such a code. In this you
point us to ‘incontinence in women.'—
Captain Burton! Do vea thus invite me
to proclaim sowe fearful traths in the ears
of the English nation? I forbear. Yet I
may say that twenty-four vears since we
found the community at Clarence living in
common, marviage unknown. Ten years
lawer, and you could not find domestic
union without marriage. Did it not be-
come the complaint of men bearing Eng-
land’s proud name that ¢ Fernando Po was
spoiled by the missionaries, that you could
get no work done on the Sabbath; and as
to the women, money would not buy them 2’
But chastity and piety were not a sufficient
defenee against the -wiles of a few of our
Engelish visitors,and the daughters of Africa
have oft fled to my house, and the houses
of our principal men, to eseape from vile
and drunken attacks. Captain Barton, I
do fearlessly and cheerfully assert, from
long connection with the Church in Fer-
nando Po, that its Chrigtian women were,
as 2 body, an ornament to their sex, and
noted for unostentatious picty and steadfast
faith.

“ Enongh of the Island! Go to Bimbia.
On its hill side lived Moindu, who, in
visage and life, reminded onc of the degra-
ding epithets your would be learned men
apply to these Africans. At the end of a
few months, she came to the teacher, with
a heart nearly bursting with emotion, and
in broken utterances, said: *'Che teacher
has told me mact: ; 1 heard not these things
before my eyes begin to open; but the
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teacher comes no more: will he leave me
to perish: who clse can help me: oh tell
me more of Him who died to save”  That |
woman did hear more, she became a lowly
disciple, and for years adorned the Christian
life, and died in the hope of a life beyond
the grave. Moindu was not alone in the
Christian path at Bimbia : men and women
soon joinedl in the worship; many are
dead.  The devoted teacher too is dead,
but some stifl live and are faithful to their
profession.  On the banks of this river
lived Kdiker, a chief. He was a Pagan;
but was he an animal ?  For years he lis-
tened to the Word of Life. Ile thought
much aboutit. He asked questions. In-
struction was not lost on him. He became
intelligent and inquisitive. He was oft
with me. At length he said: ¢ Teacher, I
am in the dark. I hear all you say : I fecl
it is true. But yon English have had the
Bible n long time: why did they not senditto
my father £ They sent ships ; they bought
and stole our people and slaves. Then
stopped and began to buy oil.  They bring
us cloth and guns, and powder, and rum.
They rob us, they cheat us, they kill us,
ram makes the young men quarrel, and it
kills the old. Your people do not fear God;
they do not belicve the Bible! How is
this? Iam troubled for my father. He
was a good man. He did not steal, nor
cheat, nor kill. But he never heard of the
way of life by the Lord Jesus. No one
ever told him; and where is He? Time
would fail me to tell the tenth part of his
words; yet I may ask you, was this ques-
tiouing, thinking, and finally believing
African, an apc? He became a convert;
and where is the man who can point out a
failing in that man’s Christian life—even to
the day of his death? And what a tale,
too, might I tell of “Ntpe,” of ‘ Tondi,” of
‘Longe,” of ¢ Nkwe,” of ‘ Ngwa,’ of a mul-
titude, the living and the dead! And that
body of converts who are around us—they
are defective in knowledge, they oft err
through ignorance, and to teach and lead
them in the right way is our constant work.
And you or any other man shall have our
thanks if you reveal to us a single wrong
act. It shall not be unredressed a single
hour.

“ Captrin Barton I maustclose. I shall
tal2 uu early heur to speak of Africa’s
“ignoble literature” if it be possible. In
the meantime we part. Irevere the mem-
ory of the dead—missionaries and converts,
I respect the living whom I see struggling
with difficulties, afflictions, and toils, and
who are daily and manfully contending
with temptations and evil influences, and,
in the name of the dead and living, as well
as my own, I hurl back upon you the gross
calumnies you have uttercd against African
converts. ‘“ALFRED SAKER,

Missionary at Cameroons.”

Owe Loreign  Alission,

AN APPEAL TO THE GHILOREN.

BY THE REYV. DR. BAYNE,

My dear young friends:—In the appeal
addressed to you, in the name of the Board
of Foreign missions, in the November num-
ber of the Record there is an overstatement
of the sum required from each child, and
from each family in the Church, which I
now hasten to correct. lnstead of one
penny per week, read two cents per year, and
instead of one dollar, read ten cents or six-
pence per year. This correction you will
see makes your work ten times casier than
it would have been. The greater number
of our families are no doubt quite able to
give ; and it is confidently hoped, they will
give one dollar yearly, but there arc many
that would find this sum too much for
them. May it not be fairly questioned
however, whether there be any family in
the Church unable to give sixpence a year?
Iam sure no child that can read this appeal,
and finds his heart interested in it, will
say that two cents is too much for him or
her to give every year for such a good
cause. What child then, what family
amongst us, will fail to put his two cents
or their ten cents a year into the Mission
Box? I fondly hope that the close of the
year 1866 will justify the answer: Nor
Oxz. At all events, it may be confidently
said that it but the one half of our children
or families give according to their ability,
the result will be more than enough to
meet all our share of the expenses of the
Mission Vessel from ycar to year.

Some~additional information may now
be given to you, as well as to your parents
and teachers to help on the good work.—
Many of youmay very properly ask, Why
does the Dayspring not support herself and
return some profit to the owners, as we
know merchant vessels are all expected to
do? My answer is, the Dayspring is not &
merchant but a mission vessel; in  other
words it was not bailt, and is not kept
afloat for the purpose of making money but
of aiding missioneri¢s to save souls, and
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you know, my dear young friends, that the
Bible teaches us that onc soul is worth
more than the whole world. Again, even
in a worldly sens¢ your vessel has more
than supported herself; as the following
very moderate statement will show from
her first year's service :
Passage of Missionaries from Nova

Scotia to the Islands - - £250 stg.
Freight of Mission Goods - - 140 ¢
Settlement ot Missionaries on the

Islands - - - - - - - ¢
Passaze of Natives to and from
the Islands - - - - - - 20
Inall - - £450 ¢
Take from this, the fourth of her
yearly expenses - - - - 250 ¢
And there will be left in favor nf
the vessel - - - - - - £200 ¢

To make this still more plain to you, let
us supposc that the same service and at the
same rate had been given by a vessel in no
way connected with the mission, our church
would have had to pay £450 instead of
£250 stz. Thus, you sce, that on the
worldly principle, which every child should
know, and practice, “a penny saved is a
penny gained,” your vessel has gained, he-
cause she has saved, to the funds of the
Church, of which you, her owners, are
members, £200 st., or £250 of our money.

Satisfied, as I trust you now are, that the
Dayspring has proved herself to be both in
a spiritual and worldly point of view, a
very profitable vessel to her owners, and
that the fourth part of her support, is quite
within your reach, youmay still want to
know more about the way in which your
offcriugs are to be sent to those in charge
of her. I have now to add, to what you
were formerly told, that mission boxes
have been sent to different parts of the
Church for distribution. It is not, how-
ever, proposed that with the very limited
supply now on hand each family bat only
each Sabbath School Teacher shall be pro-
vided with one, into which every scholar
will be allowed to put whatever he collects,
wheother of his own earnings, or the
gifts of others not in school. The teach-
er will observe on the box, a blank
space in which it is expected the num-

her of tho class will be legibly written.
When the Sabbath School is not in opera-
tion, the teachers may either visit the
scholars or the scholars visit their teachers,
and in this way the system of regular col*
lection may be kept up throughont the
whole year.  Atstated scasons, either quar-
terly, half-yearly, or yearly, cach box shall
be opened by the teacher, aud its contents
along with the number of the class marked
thereon, shall be delivered to the Superin-
tendent of the school, who shall pay over
to one or other of the Receivers of Church
monies. Those reccivers arc expected to
publicly acknowledgo in the Record the
several amounts stating the number of
cach cluss, and the name of tae Sabbath
School ; also to remit the whole sum re-
ceived at their earliest convenience, to the
geueral treasurer, Abraham Patterson, Fsq.,
Pictou. The Board will then have it in
their power to remit to their agent in
Australia, from time to time, as those in
charge of the vessel may require. Sabbath
Schools will now be provided with boxes,
on application to any of the following
parties in their neighbourhood. Messrs.
John S. McLean, Ilalifax ; Robert Smith,
Truro; George Hattie, Picton; Roderick
McGregor, New Glasgow; David Laird,
Charlottetswn, Prince Edward Island ; and
Rev. Thomas Sedgwick, Tatamagouche.
No distribution can be made, at this scason
of the year in Cape Breton or !lewfound-
land or Bermuda, bat it is hoped our
young friends in these sections of the
Church will be able, through their teachers,
to forward their proportion of the general
collection, just as readily as if they had
mission boxes. By the opening of next sum-
mer a mach larger number will be in readi-
ness, so that not only every Sabbath School
but every family shall be fully provided
according to their desire.

Any further information necessary for
the successful prosecution of this youthful
scheme will be communicated through the
Record. In the mean time, I have much
pleasure in subscribing mysclf, my dear
young friends, yours, very affectionately,

Jauas Bayxe,



18 The Home and

Foreign Becord,

Jan,

Letter from Rev. Wm. McCullagh.
Aneitanm, Neow Hebrides, duq. 18, 1865,
Rev. amd dear Siv,—I embrace the op-
portunity now afforded by 1. M. Ship the
“Isk” of writing vou a few lines.

Tam glad t» <ay that we are all quite
well at present.

The ** Daysprinz ' left here on the 19th
of June, and retarnel on the 29th of July,
bringing Mr. awl Mes. Morrison and Mr.
Gordon at our Annnal
Meeting.

The © Davenring” visited Litou, Mare,
Tea, Fate, Firomanga, Tanua, Aniwa,
and Fotuna, coneerning which places, Mr.
Inzlis will give a full account in the report.

T may moenticn that matters had assumed
a serions aspect at Frromanza. In the
absence of My, Ilenry who has a sandal-
wood station there, a number of natives
surrounded the house and Mres, Heary’s
life was cndangzered.  Several shots were
fired at her, and a man named Fletcher
who was in Mr. Henry's employment was
barbarously murdered. cut in pieces, and
devoured.

The “FEsk” arcived here on the 28th
ult,, brinzing rews from Britain and Ame-
rica,  We received no letters by the “ Esk”
though dircet from Syduey.  Mr. Gordon
was the only fuvored one, through the kind-
ness of a friend when the *““Esk” was at
Melbourne.

o be present

Captain Luce, a very gentlemanly, cour-
tcous man, informed us that he was ordered
to bring despatches here for the Conmodore
Sir W. Wizeman who was at the Fecjees,
and would be here in a few days.  Accord-
ingly the «“ Caracoa” arrived here yesterday
when it was agreed that the “ Esk” should

aturn to the Fecjees to settle some dispute © ducting the exercisesand was much pleased.

and then proveed to Sydney. The Curacoa !

will visit Tane, Eiomanga, Fate, and the
Solomon Islands.

I despatched a messenger on the arrival
of the Curaron to inform the brethren at
Aname.
and Gordon went to Aname on Friday
after onr business was finished here, and
Rev. Messrs. Paton and Niven remained
hiere. We are very desirous that something

The Revds. Messrs. Maorrison |

: wards of 500 men in all on hoard.

should be done to impress the minds of the
more daring and defiant savages that mur-
der cannot be committed at pleasure. There

! were several natives of Fate massacred at

Erromanga as well as the European referred
to already. There is no prospect at Tana
at present of anv mis~onary residing there
withsafety.  The efivers of the sandal-wood
trade are quite manifest in the indifference
of the natives as to any relizious interfer-
cnee, and their determined opposition to
Christianity.,  Muskets are quite common
at Port Resolution, and some lives have
been lost.

© Wh intend to memorialize Sir W. Wise-
man to-day that he may take such steps as
may be deemed advisable in order to teach
a wholesome lesson at ‘T'ana and Erroman-
wa, and afford missionarics and British
snhjects redress tor wanton outrage and
destruction of life and property.

This harbor is quite lively now with two
large ships besides the Dayspring, and up-
Captain
Luce of the ** Esk™ inspeeted the buildings
here, and was much pleased with the
church, and the nuat, clean, orderly ap-
pearance of the whule sration. High
opinions were entertained of Aname station
also. Captain Luce was appointed to suc”

- ceed Captain Hamilton who was killed at

New Zealand, and whose loss is much re-

© gretted.

On Monday the 1st inst., we weat in a
bodv to pay respect to Captain Luce, and
he reccived us very courteously and kindly-
On the previous day the captain with seve-
ral officers came to the native service and
wituessed the manner in which the natives
conducted themselves. He also went into
a school where u native tcacher was con”

He is very fond of bathing and is delighted
to get a plunge into the viver every morn-
ing. Many of the ships company also
amuse themselves by bathing, huating,
fishing, botanizing, greolugising, &e.
Yesterday the Curacoa armvived from the
Fecjecs, with upwards of 300 men in all.
e of the seamen dicd a few hours after
he arrival of the Curacon, and was buried
-day beside Mrs. Matheson’s grave, Th
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Chaplain for the Curacea is the Rev. Dr.
Payune of Trinity College, Dublin. He
has been in various parts of the world, and
visited the Holv Tand. He obtained a
copy of the New fl'estament in Aneiteumese
for Sir George Grey who is so eathusiastic
in the study of languages.

Many of the officers, who smoked cigars,
offered some to natives who were standing
by, but the natives refused in every instance .
that I witnessed, although they were press-
ed again and again to take them. It is
usual for scamen to use tobacco in some
form, and it is almost impossible te prevent
the use of it.

In addition to the excitement caused by
the arrival of the Fsk and theu the Curacoa,
there is a sandal-wood vessel belonging to
Mr. Underwood here, detained in the har-

bor on account of a murder committed by |

the captain.  The name of the vessel is the
Curlac.  ‘The investigation took place to-
day, and T understand the captain whose

name is Robinson is to be sent to Syduey.

He shot the mate of the Curlew at Sand-
wich Island.

Add to all this the novelty of whaling,
which has been carricdon very suceessfully

this scason by Mr. Underwoed. There :

have been six or cizht whales canght within
the last month.  Lathella caught a yvoung
shark which had been close to a whale
one day, and was harpooned.

Since these large ships arrived there is

great demaund for fowls, pigs, vams, &c.,
and surprise is expressed that we cannot
supply them with leef, matton, &c. We

cannot afford to supply ourselves, however,
and have to wake the best apology we caun.

To-morrow we intend to present our me-
morial to Sir W, Wiscman., Qur friends
from Anmmne have ot arvived vet.

August 9th.—We have jost returned from
8 visit to the Curacon. 'The Commodore

received us very courteously and promised -

to do all in his power at Tana, Erromanga,
and Fate. As the wind was ufavorable

for the brethren to come from Aname :

yesterday, Rev. J. G. Paton. Rev. J. Nivea,
Captain Fraser and I went as a deputation.
The Dayspring will accompany the Curaroa |
or be present at Tana and the other islands

with the Commodore so as to afford ex-

planation. The Commodore can do noth-
" ing without an interpreter.

The £skt will sail to-morrow morning.
The Dayspring will take my annual repost,
after her return from Samoa and the
Hervcy Islands. Meanwhile remember us
in all your prayers, and forget not to write

us often, for we need encouragement.  Mrs.

McC. joins in kind regards to Mrs. Bavae.

The infant is quite well. Yours, very traly,
W. McCurrAcH.

QG ade

The Sabbath School.

Sabbath School Lessons for
February.

FIRST SABBATH.
Svmsecr : Jacol's Journey  Gen. xxviii.

1-22,

Jacob is the heir of the covenant and
around him clusters the interest of the sa.
I cred story.

V. 1.—Isaac does willingly what he did
| before without his own consent. he blesses
. Jacob and knows that he shall be blessed.
| V.2.—Padan Aram lics northward of
i
i
I

i Canaan It is the same as Mesopotamia,
i and it corresponds to a large cxtent with
the country subsequently known as Syria.
i V. 9.—Both the act and the motive of
| Esau in taking another wife were atrocious-
. ly bad. He was a hardencd and ruthless
! scoundrel thus deliberately to vex his father.
His “rcpentance” and  “tears” rather

hardened his heart than softened it.

V. 10.—Becrshebn—A favourite resort of
the Patriarchs, in the south of Canaan.—
“ From Dan to Beersheba ’—from the ex-
ireme north to the extreme south. Haran
! —in the north-western partot Pedan Aram
or Mesopotamia. Here Abraham remained
© some time after his removal from Ur of the
! Chaldees, and the eclder brauch of Tera’s
family still lived there. It wasonce a large
city. Itstill retains its old name and is oc-
- ca led by a few wandering Arabs.

.Y1.—His father was rich and could
ha\c sent an escort with him, but no doubt
; the reason of his being sent away alone was
to avoid exciting the suspicion or jealousy
¢ of Esau, who might have waylaid and mur-
dered him. The place where Jacob slept
. on that hard bed was Bethel. The climate
! was mild, and it was no great hardship for
| Jacob to slocp in the open air, but no doubt
{ he was weary, homesick, very loncly and
{ sad. His condition at this time might be
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included in the touching allusion n the
counfession of the Israclizes. Deut. xxvi. 5.
“A Syrian ready to perish was my father.”

Vv. 11, 12.—The beautiful dream was
sent to cheer his fainting heart by showing
him God's care over his children. The
¢ ludder seems to have been an emblem of

the gracious care which the God of heaven !
takes of the inhabitants of the cavth.”’— ¢

(Scott.) God often sends angels to do his
crrands of mercy.

But Christ is the true

¢ ladder > and link of conncetion hetween .

heaven and carth, between God and men.

Vv, 13-15.—This was the first time that
God spake expressty to Jacob, He confirms
to him amply the blessing of the covenant
with Abraham.

V. 16.—~Juacob felt convinced that the .

Lord was present in a special manner.

could offer. He took the best means with-
in his reach to express his faith, gratitude,
and loving remembrance of God’s wmercy.
The stone pillar would enable him to iden-
tify the spot.

V. 19.— Beth-el—the ““ HHouse of Gad.”

DOCTRINE TO BE PROVED.
Believers have intercourse with God.—
1 Johu i. 3; Juhn xvii. 21 ; Eph. v. 30.

SECOND SABBATIL

Susakct : Jacob and Laban. Gen, xxix.
1-30.

Jacob's long and solitary jonrney is over.
We are introduced into Laban’s family in
the < Land of the people of the cast.”

Vv, 2.8.—A charming pastoral picture.
Water is scaree in the east, and the flocks
are geuerally watered from deep wells,

V. 9.—Rachel was an indastrious girl.not
ashamed to be useful. She was ax beautiful
as she was industrious. The care of a large
tlock of sheep is onerous.

. Vv 11, 12.—To mcet friends and rela-

! tions after Jong, weary, and Jonely journey-

V. 18.—This was all the sacritice he . X MbA
8 —This wa ings is deeply affecting.

“Her father’s
brother "—he was her father’s sister’s son ;
but in those times the title of drother includ-
ed this relationship, and even more distant
ones.  Lalan at onee acknowledges Jacob

. as his brother.

It hecame a place of mauch interest in Bible

Eistory It has heen recently discovered, 13
or 14 miles north of Jerusalem.

recent traveller, * Clambering to the top of

Bethel, I looked long and in sadness over
that dreary field of ruin, only inhabited by
a few shepherds ; and I saw how terribly
time had fultilled the city’s prophetic doom ¢
Bethel shall come to nouyld.”  Amos v. 5.

Vv. 20, 21.—All the carthly goud we
have a right to pray for is * food and rai-
ment,” and preservation.

V.22 —“A tenth” scems to have been
appropriated to God from time immemorial.
This was certainly no part merely of the
Mosaic Jaw. Abraliam gave a tenth to
Melchizedec.

Lessoxs.

1. Parents should give good instruction
to their children, and children should be
ready to profit hy it. Isaac advised Jacob,
and he obeved : Esau found out what would
gricve his father and mother, and wickedly
rushed to do it!

2.
at Bethel let us learn that he can meet us
and give us comfort atany time, and in any
place, however desolate. e will not for
sake his own children, but when most alone
then he may be most near.

3. Observe how amply the precious
promises of verses 13-15 have heen fultilled,
let us plead them for ourscives.

4. From the vow (Vv. 20-22) let us learn
that it is lawful to make relizious vows.—
But all christians, be they children oradults,
are under most solemn vows to God. Jacob
performed his vow ; let us not forget ours !

From God’s intercourse with Jacob-

Says a !

i
i

V. 15.—When he has spentamonth with
Laban an arrangement is made that Jacob
is to serve seven years for the beautiful and
well-loved Rachel.  Long as the term was,

a shattered tower which crowns the hill of | the loving Jacol the years scemed but

days. At the close of the period Laban
craftily gives Jacob the tender-exed leah
instead of Rachel, and justities himsclf by
an appeal to the habits of the country.—
Jacob marrics Rachel also, and serves other
seven years for her. Jacob was goud at
cheating ; and here he finds himself cruelly
cheated.

V. 19.—Relatives {certain degrees of affi-
nity excepted) ave always preferred in mar-
riage alliances in the cast.

Vv 22 23 —After the marriace feast the
wife is led vailed to her hushand’s house

Vv. 27, 28.—Laban zave Rachel also to
Jacob. Iis second marriage was consume-
mated in a ¢ week.”  The marriaze feast
lasted a week, and it is to this that Lahan
refers.  Jacoh served the other seven years
after his marriage with both daughters.—
Polyramy was not expressly forbidden at
this time.

V. 30.—Jacoh thought, no doubt, that
Leah had a hand in cheating him, and this
would lead him to love her less than cver.
Jacobh was upwards of eighty years old
when he was married.

LEssoNs.

1. God allows Jacob to find out hy ex-
perience how hitter a thing it is to cheat.—
Be sure your sin will find you out. God
furgives, but he still chastens.

2. Observe the extreme politeness and
candour of Jacob to the sheplierds, to Rachel
and to Laban. We shoanld be courtcous
and helpful to all.
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3. God will raise friends for us wherever 1
we have to go in obedience to the leadings |
of providence. |

4. We can never serve God well till we !
love him, and when we do love him any !
service for him will be delichtful. As Jacob ;
felt seven years’toil short and sweet for
Rachel. so all our years spent in God’s ser-
vice will be years of delight.

DOCTRINE TO BE PROVED.

TLove lighters labor. Matt. xi. 28-30;
1 John v. 3; Micah vi. 8; Rom. xiii. 10;
2 Cor. viii. 24, with ix. 1, 2.

THIRD SABBATH

Scaect : Theword made flesh. John i
1-14.

The writer of this gospel was a fisherman,
the son of a fisherman named Zcbedee. His
mother’s name was Salome.  John was
about 25 vears of age when called to follow
Christ. It is said that Salome was the
daughter of Joseph (the hushand of Mary)
by his first wife.  If this was the case John
and Jawmes were reckoned as our Lord’s
nephews. He was most intimately asso-
ciated with Christ, who loved him with a :

cculiar atfection.  John was the apostle of
ore : vet he and James were called ‘* Sons
of Thunder.” Besides this gospel he wrote |
three epistles, and the Book of Revelation. |
This zospel was written a few vears later |
than the other three—probably between the
vears 68 and 70 of our era. Itis the sub-
lime completion of the other three, and lets
us see more of the Being, the Thought, the
Heart of our Saviour than the others. He
begins his gospel in the unfathomed depths
of cternity.  Our lesson is at once a prefoce
to, and a summary of, the whole hook.

V. 1.—The other evangelists trace the |
genealogy of Christ npwards from Mary !
and Joseph to David, Abraham, Adam—
and cven to God. John heging with the
unknown * heginning, before anything was
made.” See Gen.i.l. “The word ’—the
Lozos. This is a title of Christ as he exist-
ed from all eternitv. It indicates him as
the wisdoin of God, the revealer of God,
creating, quickening, enlightening. The
logns iz distinguished from God : he was
with God : he was God. This shows that
Christ is God, and was God ““in the begin- |
ning ’—hefore ereation,—from all cternity. |
The meaning of ““ with God”” is shewn in |
ver. 18, There was no time when Christ !
was not God, distinct from the Father but i

!
!
i
|

with him. Matthew, Mark and Luke proved
that the man Jesus was indeed Christ: and
now lest any shonld think that he wasa |
mere man John here shows us his real |
Godhead. ]
V. 2.—He was with God when none else f
existed ; but though in the heginning with
God, he became man with men. l

V. 3.—“All things”’—the whole universe.
In Heb. i. 2, and Col. i. 16, this docétrine is
repeated—that Christ (the Logos) made all
things : that the Father created all ‘things
by Christ.  Among the philosophers who
flourished when John wrote, it was a favor-
ite notion that matfer was eternal,—was
independent of God. This notion he shows
to he groundless.

V. 4.—All life is of God; without him
every living thing, vegetable, animal, spirit-
ual, would fall back into nothingness. Lite
and light go together, as also darkness and
death.

V. 5.—Darkness—all sin, alicnation from
God, whether it exists in the form of sim-
ple blindness, or of develish, wilful, active
hate. Those under the dominion of the
darkness rejected the light, the Logos. The
whole gospel shows the conflict between the
true light and the opposing darkness. Chrisg
is the light; the darkness is represented
chiefly in the devil, and in a lower degree
in fallen mankind.

Vv, 6, i.—The office of John was to tell
about Christ, the light. God constitutes,
—*makes "—and sends forth every true
teacher.  For more abont John see Mark 1.
4, Matt. iii. 1-3. John Baptist gave more
“light ” to the world than all the prophets
before him.  Men are not required to believe

i without a good testimony, a * witness.”

V. 8.—The Baptist was thought by some
to be the Messiah, but his real office was to
bear witness of the ““ Light.

V. 9.—Christ is the true Light, and
every one is free to enjoy that Light.

V' 10.—He (Christ, the Light) was al-
ways in the world; he made it. But the
impious love of the world prevents men

i from knowing the maker of the world,

though his chief end in creating it was to
make himseef known.

V. 11.—His own—the children of Isracl
cspecially.

V. 12.—As many as received him,—be
they Jews or Gentiles,—the line of demar-
cation is now wiped out. “Power ’—he
enables them to recerve the Ligbt and be-
come the sons of God. Ver. 13. The
adoption was irrespective of nationality or
parentage.

V. 14.—The Word—Logos—the lizht,
the truth, became incarnate, ““ was made
flesh.”  Mystery of mysteries ! he became
flech but did not cease to be what he was
before.  Flesh often denotes corrupt human
nature.  Iere it means a human body.
“We beheld his glory ”—especially his
transfiguratic n—his miracles, his death, re-
surreetion and ascension.  (SeeJohn ii. 11 ;
Luke ix. 32, &e.)

The following words should be carefull
studied by the classes, as they are used wit
a depth of meaning not met with except in
the *sritings of John :—
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Locos —Wonrn: meaning Christ as he
existed from alleternity. It was this eternal
Logos that became man.

Lirr: this is essential life, the life that
death canunot touch, and of which «ll the
life in the world is but as it were a shadow.
“Iam the resurrection and the life”  “Ile
that liveth and believeth on me shall never
die.” It is the moral, spivitual, eternal life
which s here spoken of; and it is iu this
profound, far-reaching sense that the word
is used by our Saviour throuwsh this gospel.

Ligur: This word is also moral and
spiritual in its meanitg$ it refers to the
“rue light” thae s inand with God, and
which Christ brings to men, ** Light” isthe
best symbol that can he found for this great
reality. ‘The opposition to this light is not
natuaral darkness or the night of ignorance,
but moral darkucess, sin, seltishuess, hatred.
God dwells in light, is light, and bLis light
shines on us through Christ.

Lrssoxs,

1. Sce the infinite diznity of Christ.—
He was with God, and was God from the
beginning.  Christ theeefore is rot a mere
creature as Unitarians blasphemonsly affirm.

2 Ounr Savioar is man as well as Gad.
We shonld Jove him as our cider Brother
while we adore him as God over all blessed
forever.

3. Awuke thou that sleepest and arise
from the dead and Christ shall give the
liwht.  Tet us encerly welcome him who is
the Word, the Life, the Light, the Trath,
4. God sends many messengers, “burn-
ing and shining Lights,” reflections of the
Sun of Righteousness, to testify of the truc
Light—as he sent John the Baptist. I we
o with the multitude we will reject the
Light, but if” we reecive it, Clrist will give
us power to become the sens of God.

DocTtrIXE TO BE rROVED.

Preexistence of Christ.  John i. 1-43

Col. i. 15-17, &e.

FOURTIL SABBATH.

Svwancer: Birth of John jimetold. Luke
1.5 25,

V. 5.—Herod—called Herod the Great,
son of Antipater, an Idumean, a bold, am-
bitious, irrclizious, cruel man. He was
forced on the people by the Romans, and
was the first foreign King who ruled in Ju-
dea. The sceptre had now departed from
Judah. Gen. xlix. 10.  Herod reigned 37
years ; married 10 wives, had 7 children,
several of whom he put to death.  Cowsse
of Abich—The priests were divided by Da-
vid into 24 courses.  Each course ministered
by turn. 1 Chron. xxiv. 3 to.  Danghter
of daron—of the pricstly family or caste,
John the Baptist therefore belonged to a
highly reypeetable fami'y which could trace

its genealogy up o Aarvon, Moses aud
Amram,

V. 6, 7.—Mark the excellent character
of Zacharias and his wife. Elizabeth was
barren and old, and for her to give birth to
a son was miraculous, the result ot the
mighty hand of God, asin the case of Sarah.

V. 8.—Before God—in the temple, or
rather in the sanctuary, the inner portion of
the temple.

V. 9.—Lot—the various duties of the
priestly office were assigned to men by lot.
It was Zacharias’s lot to burn incense.—
Incense was burat twice a day, morting and
evening, in the temple. It was an emblem
of the pravers and praises of the people, and
of the great atonement and the intercession
of Christ.

*V. 11.—No angel or prophet had spoken
to the Israclites for 400 years betore this.—
Ile now came to announce the ftirst of a
series of stupendous and matchiess miracles
which changed the course of the world,

Vv, i2.18.—Zacharias had Jong prayed

I
| for a son, and for the =alvation of Isracl:

the prayer is to be fully answeved. The
sow’s name was to be Jokn : that is Hebrew
Jehockanan, meaving the grace or mercy of’
Jehorah, “Johu” was therefore a most
appropriate name for the forerunner of
“Jesus ? He was to drink neither wine
nor strong drink, i. e., any sort of fermented
liguors. ~ He was pilled with the 1Tvly (host
before or as soon as he was bhomn.  He was
to be like Elijah in his austere manner of
life, lis taithfulness to God, the holdness
with which he would rebuke sin, even in
Kings, It was on this a~count that he was
called by Malachi * Elijah, the proplet.”
To “ turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children” is to restore parental love, (which
was cold in that generation,) and lead pa-
rents to take a duc interest in the salvation
of their offspring.  Pervhaps the ¢ fathers 7
referred to are * Abraham, Isane and Jacob,”’

s and their hearts would be turned 1o their
children when their children would reform

in consequence of the preaching ot John.—
This is Adam Clarke’s explanation.) Ben-
wel’s paraphrase of ver. 17, deserves atten-
tion, **John shall bring it to pass that
parents and children alike, the disobedient
and the just, men of every age and character,
be prepared for the Lord.”

V. 19.=Gubriel means the kero, or the
strong man of God. This angel is mentioned
in Dan. viii. 16, ix. 21, &c. He is the same
that was sent to Mary, Luke i. 26. To
“stand in the presence of God,” is to he
high in his favor. A primc minister is sail
to stand in the presence of his sovereign.

V. 20.—Zacharias is made to keep stlence
for nine months, on account of that one un-
believing word of his.  He required a sign,
a proof, aud verily a sign has been given
him which ke cannot disregard. He did
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not helieve, therefore he could not speak. |

V. 21.—The timo occupied in buming
incense while the people were engaged in
silent prayer, was ahout half an hour.—
Zacharias had remained in the sanctuary
much Jonger than usunal.

V. 23.—Dumbness would have excused
him if he had At once given up his work,
hut he loved it well and continued till his
time was fultilled.

Vv. 24, 25.—Elizabeth did not boast of
her blessing, but thanked God for it. Bar-
renness was held as a great reproach among
the Jews ; and children were regarded as a
great blessing.

Lrssoxs.

1. We have here a striking instance of
the value of prayer. It was in answer to
praver that the angel came ; he came at the
hour of prayer, into the place of prayer.

2. Mark the gentieness of the Leavenly
messenger : his first word is * Fear not !”

3. There are two lessons in the 15th v,
We cannot he filled with the Holy Ghost
and with wine or strong drink ; and child-
ren may, from their birth, be regenerated
by the Holy Spirit.  We may alse learn
what God means by being great: (1) John
was great becausc he was filled with the
Holy Ghost; (2) lLecause he was always
doing good ; (3) hecause he had courage to
speak the truth and to rebuke vice and sin ;
(1) becausc he testified of Jesuns.

4. From Zacharias’s punishment we
should Jearn to take heed not to cherish or
express unbelieving feelings, and from the
fulfilment of the angel’s promise let us be
encouraged to helieve all that God tells us,

5. John was a cause of * joy and glad-
ness” to his parents. Children should so
live as to be like John in this respect ; bat,
alas, how often do they break their parent’s
hearts !

DOCTRINE TO BE PROVED.

Children may be regenerated. Luke i.
5; Jer. 1. 6; Matr. xix. 13, 14.

o o -

News of the Shrch,

Presbytery of P. E. Island.

This Preshyzery met in the West St.
Peters Presbyterian Church on Wednesday,
the 22d inst. In consequence of the incle-
ment weather and bad state of the roads,
but few members of Presbytery were in
attendance. Those present were the Rev.
James Allan, Moderator, pro tem., the
Rev. Henry Crawford, and the Rev. Georyre
Sutherland, clerk ; and Messrs. Benjamin
Coffin, and David Auld, elders.

>

The special business hefore the court
was the ordination and induction of Mr.
Danicl W. Cameren. It was cheering to
see, notwithstanding the violent rain, the
church well filled by a large and attentive
audience.  The usual preliminary steps
having been gone through, the Rev. Mr.
Allan proceeded to the pulpit and preached
an appropriate discourse from Rom. i, 16.
A narration of past proceedings in regard
to the call and ordination followed; the
usual questions hefore ordination were sat-
isfactorily answered, after which Mr. Danicl
W. Cameron was solemnly set apa“t to the
work of the holy ministry by prayer and
the laying on of the hands of the Preshy-
tery. After receiving tho right hand of
fellowship, Mr. Cameron was kindly and
encouragingly addreesed by the Rev. H.
Crawford. The cengregation were then
addressed by the Rev. Mr. Sutherland on
the duties which they owe, in their present
relationship, to themselves, their pastor,
and the cause of God. After engaging in
the praise of God, the congregation were
dismissed with the benediction, and on re-
tiring gave their pastor a hearty welcome.
God has in his great mercy so far enlarged
our borders, and enabled us-to fill the waste
places of Zion, that we have now settled
our twentieth pastor. It us give Him all
the glory; and instead of boasting of oar
numbers and strength, let us rather feel
humbled that we have been so long in at-
taining to our present condition. Two
extensive charges will soon be ripe for
division into four; and mission stations
must be opened or resumed. There is
ample room for expansion, without in-
cluding the much neglected Romish popu-
lation to whom the frospel maust be carried
if we are to he guiltless. May God be a
wall of firc around our Zion, and the glory
in the midst.

The Preshyterv adjourned to meet in the
Free Church, Charlottetown, on the last
Weduesday of January, 1866, at 11 am.

Presbytery of Halifax.

This Court met at Lawrencetown on
Tuesday, 6th inst., in Calvia Church,
There were present Rev. W. Maxwell.
John McLeod, W. Murray, A. Stuart,
Mienisters; and R. Murray, Elder. Mr.,
McLeod, Moderator. Rev. Mr. Maxwell
preached an able and appropriate sermon,
after which the Presbytery proceeded with
the visitation of this section of Mr. Stuart’s
C .
Ic appeared that this section of the con-
gteg-a:!l)on has promaptly paid their shave of
the minister’s stipend, which is raised by
annaual subscription, and paid quarterly on
the Lord’s Day in Church. This is found
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a great improvement ou the old system of
colleeting. There are four Elders, and
districts are allotted to each. The tempo-
ralities are managed by a Deacon's Court.
There is one Sabbath School and a fort-
nightly prayer méeting. The services of
the minister are highly acceptable, and the
regular attendance on ordinances is large.
Others beside Presbyterians attend.  There
is some prospect of the congregation in-
creasing.  There are thirty-one families
and forty-one communicants connected with
the Church.  They contribute £40 a year
to the stipend. The largest subscription is
£4. Porter’s Lake is ninc miles distaut in
one direction, and Cow Bay cight miles in
another. There are twelve families at Cow
Bay, a few at Porter’s Lake ; and it is pro-
posed and desired that this portion of Mkr.
Stuart’s ficld should have a larger share, if
not the whole, of his services.

The Presbytery expressed themselves
very much pleased with what they had
seen and heard, and they recorded on their
miautes 8 recommendation to this portion
of Mr. Stuart’s extensive charge to exert
themselves to secure the whole of his ser-
vices. There is wo doubt that Lawrence-
town, Porter’s Lake, and Cow Bay could
raise as wmuch as the whole charge now
does. M. Stuart cannot possibly continue
long to travel and lsbor as he has done of
late years. It were crael to him and unjust
to the whole church, to expect such service
from him. We were glad to see that the
suggestions and recommendations of the
Presbytery fell on willing ears, and we
have no doubt that the substantial and
earnest men of Lawrencetown will do their
duty.

On Wednesday the Preshytery met at
Musquodoboit Harbor. Rev. John Me-
Leod preached an able and excellent ser-
mon. The visitation of this section of Mr
Stuart’s charge was also satisfactory. It
appeared that though they were cousider-
able in arvears, specdy steps are being taken
to pay all. Reluctant as they are to part
with Mr. Stewart as their pastor, they are
convinced that the time must soon come
when they must be a portion of a new
charge.

There are 21 families, They have a
neat Church, well kept. From the situa-
tion of the harbor, it 1s likely to form part
of a new congregation, which will include
Meagher’s Grant, Antrim, and Clam Har-

T,

The Presbytery appointed Mr. Robert
Murray to supply Kenuvetcook on Sunday,
the 17th inst., and the Gore on the 24th,
Rev. W. Maxwell was appointed Treasurer
of the Presbytery Fund, in place of Rev.
P. G. McGregor, resigned. Several con-
gregations are in arrears to this Fund, asd
the Fund itself ig considerably in debt.

] The Presbytery adjourned to meet in the
Cotlege Hall on Thursday evening for the
examination of Students and other business,

The Presbytery of Cape Breton.

The Presbytery of Cape Breton met at
Bigx Bras ¢’Cr, Boulardarie, on the 21st
Nov., ult., for Presbyterial visitation, &e.

A letter was read from Richard Brown,
Esq., of Sydney Mines, intimating that in
accordance with the Preshytery’s application
the General Mining Association had agreed
to give a site for a place of worship, at Cow
Bay, in cannection with the Presbyterian
Church of the Lower Provinces. It was
moved and unanimously agreed to that the
Moderator be appointed to convey the thanks
of the Presbytery to the Association, through
their agent at Sydney Mines, C.B., for this
handsome and generous gift.

Thercafter, Mr. McIutosh reported that
agreeably to the appointment of Preshytery
he visited Cape North in the course ot last
summer ; that he preached several times
there, and held meetings with the people;
that he found more than two-thirds of the
Protestant population staunch adherents of
the Preshyterian Church of the Lower Pro-
vinces; that they secured a site and mate-
rials, and raised upwards of a undred pounds
ey., for a place of worship, which sum about
a yearago was placed by them in the hands
of Mr. Donald Sutherland, who then labour-
cd amongst them as a missionary ; and that
they were not at present prepared to call a
minister, but would contribute about £40
were a judicieus minister sent them for half
a year. The Presbytery appointed Mr.
MclIntosh to correspond with the Home
Mission Committee in reference to a suit-
able missionary for Cape North; also to
ascertain from Mr. 1), Sutherland what he
had dome with the money raised by the
people towards the building of a Church
there.

The Presbytery then adjourned to meet
at Sydncy, on Tuesday, the sccond day of
Jan’y next, at 11 o’clock, A.M.

The Presbytery of Tatamagouche

This Presbytery met at Tatamagouche
on Dec. 12, for the visitation of the congre-
gation, and was constituted after sermen by
the Rev. W. S. Darragh, from Matt. xvi.
17, The Presbytery met again next day
at River Johu, for the same purpose, and
was constituted after sormon by the Rev J.
Watson, from Isaiah lii. 7. Both congre-
gations were found to be in a satisfactory
condition.

The thanks of the Presbytery were given
to Mr. Watson, for his sermon, and he was
asked to farnish a copy of the same for
publication. Mr. Watson intimated his

willingness to comply with this request, and
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arrangements were made for carrying into
ceffeet the Preshytery’s resolution.

The Presbytery took up the subject of
Union with the Presbyterian Church of New
Bruuswick, as to which an expression of
opinion had heen invited by Synod.  Con-
siderable discussion ensued. All were agreed
as to the desirableness of such a Union, but
f ars were expressed, arising from various
indications since the meeting of Synod, that
there would be a disposition on the part of
the New Branswick brethren, or an influ-
ential part of them at least, to tie up the
hands of the United Charch from dealing
with the question of instrumental music in
public worship. It was felt that a distinct
understanding should be had on this point,
aftecting as it did, not the worship only but
the government of the church.,  The fol-
lowing was unanimeusly adopted as the de-
liverance of Presbytery,~—cordially approve
of the proposed union with the Presbyterian
Church of New Brunswick, due care being
taken before the union be consummated

that purity and uniformity of worship as well -

as of doctrine, discipline and government,
be secured in the United Church.

The Rev. T. Sedgewick was appointed to
supply Prof. Smith’s pulpit on the third,
and the Rev. H. B. McKay on the fourth
Sabbath of ¥ebruary.

Qther business of a less important nature
was transacted, when the Preshyvtery ad-
journed to meet at New Annan, for visita-
tion, on March 20, the Rev. W. 8. Darragh
being appointed to preach on that oceasion.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.

Tue Recorp For 1866.—We look for
a largely increased circulation this ycar.
Can you do anything more for us in your
congregation? We know several districts
where a short_but carnest canvass placed
a copy of the Record in every family,

Rev. Mr. GEppie.—OQur pioneer mis-
sionary expects to leave for the New He-
brides, by way of Britain, in the first steamer
for February., Letters, parcels, &c., for him
or for any of our missionaries now in the
foreign field, should be forwarded to the
Witness office, Halifax.

FuNps.~Our readers must not forget to
make regular contributions for Home and
Foreign Missions, and for education. These
threc funds require large collections. We
have not had enough for Home Missions
and for Education for several gcars past.—
In fact, we have not had half enough for
Home Missions. The field is vast; the
need is urgent, but the laborers are few, and

|
i
|

the contributions for their support arc not
what they should be.

Tur CorLece.—The Church may well
be thankful for the number of young men
that come forward as candidates for the
ministry,  But still more encouraging than
their number is their character for learning,
talent, avd zeal combined with discretion.
No cuurch in this or any other country but
wou.d rejoice to have such workmen.  Let
our people pray earnestly for our students
that they may be taught of God’s Iloly
Spirit.

Sannata Scnoor Lessoxs.—The Sy-
nod’s Committee on Sahbath Schools have
issued a scries of Lessons for 1866, which
can be had for fifty cents per hundred copies.
The whole year’s lessons arc on one card.
Comments on those lessons will appear in
the Kecord. The committee strongly re-
commend teachers of Sabbath Schools to
give these lessons a trial.  Suggestions and
criticisms will be thankfully reccived.

Orders for the icssons should be sent
to the Hitness office, Halifax. Payment
should accompany the order.

At & meeting of the Preshytery of Picton
held in New Glasgow on the 12th ult, a
call was laid before the Presbytery from
the congregation of Lochaber and Goshen
in favour of Rev. Alex. Ross, of Pictou.
Intimation was appointed to be given to
the congregation of the latter, that they
may appear for their interests at the next
meeting, which will be held in Knox’s
church, Pictou, on Tuesday, 9th January.

Desarion.—The Ladies of Dartmouth
congregation presented the Rev. Alex.
McKnight, on Christmus day, with a purse
containing $71.

New Bruvxswick.—Al who love the
cause of the Redeemer will rejoice to learn
that there is a prospect of largely increased
evangeligic labours among the Piesby-
terians of New Brunswick, in connection
with the Union to be consummated in June
next. The field is very extensive. The
necessities  f the people are very great.—
Qur brethren are labouring diligently, but
their number is comparatively smafl, and
there are many extensive scctions of the
conntry which they cannot undertake. Our
young men did good service last year, and
we trust that at least an equal number of
them will be found in the same field next
summer. From all that we can learn the
prospects of the Union are as cheering as
ever. Should any difficulties at any time
arise we doubt not they would vanish nnder
the influence of prayer and loving brotherly
intercourse, But we anticipate no hind-
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rance, no difficuity.  The Lord who made
our path so clear and so delightful in other
Unions, will not fail us now if we pat our
trust in Him.

It is probable that before the end of 1866
two more new congregations will be formed
within the honuds of the Halifax Presby-
tery.  We need more missionaries for the
Home as well us for the Foreign work.—
We need also funds to set vouus and weak
congregations ‘“on their feet.”

Scotland.

Dr. Noruvax Macieop, of Glasgow,
has astonished the churches, by boldly an-
nouncing it as his belief that the Ten Com-
mandments have been abrogated ! He is
particularly severe on the fourth command-
meng and the Sabbath day. e has gravely
proclaimed both before the Presbytery of
Glasgow and in his own pulpit, the Lord
had never brought Aim out of Egypt and
the house of bondage, and therefore he had
noihing to do with the ten commandments!
Dr. Macleod is one of the Queen’s Chap-
lains for Scotland, and is a very popular
writer and preacher; but we believe he will

fail to convince the people of Scotland |

that the Decalogue is dead and buried,
althoueh he i3 even boastfully confident on
the point. Professor Tulloch of St. An-
drew’s, ajout the same time, canie out with
a long tirade against the Confession of
Faith, showing—itrying to show—that it
was & mere ‘“growth of the seventeenth
century,” and hardly worthy of respect in
this nineteenth century! Dr. Robert Lee
has his prayer book, his liturzy, and his
organ in Old Greyfriar’s Church in Edin-
burgh

Against all this sad news we have to set
the cheering fact that very able men in the
Lstablished Church countend against the
views and practices of the three doctors we
have named. The great and good men of the
Free Presbyterian Churches are all of one
mingd indefending and maintaing the Lord’s
day and the purity of the faith ; Dr*Cairns,
Dr. Robert Buchanan, Dr. Fairbairn, Dr.
Gibson, Dr. Andrew Thomson, and men of
that stamp, are all on the right side.

The prospect of Union in Scotland is
brighter than ever. There seems at present
no serions difficulty in the way of the Free
and the United Preshyterian Churees be-
coming one. No doubt the Reformed
Presbyterians will come in in duae time,

Australia.

There has heen a very satisfactory Union
of Presbyterians in New Soath Wales, It
comprehended the United Presbyterians,
the Free Chuarch, and the Church of Scot-

land.  There are now abont 200 Presby-
terian ministers in Australia, and a loud
call for many more.

Jamaica.

This island has been the scene of fearful
atvocitics.  The negroes of Morant Bay
commenced by massacring abont fifteen
white people, some of them high in autho-
rity. The anthovities took awful vengence
on the blacks. It is reported that over two
thousand of them have been shot or hanged !
The British Government are to institute 2
searching investigation into the whole case.
We are glad tosay that the missions of our
United Presbyterian brethren were undis-
turbed, and that their people hehaved in
a most exemplary manner. ‘Lhere are about
twenty-five Presbyterian congregations on
the island.

.

Canada.

Favourable reports have been received
from the Red River, where our Canadian
sister has two missionaries  ‘The annual
report of the Students’ Missionary Society,
‘Foronto, speaks hopefully of the Soviety’s
operations among Roman Catholics. Regu-
lar misstona.y mcetings, under Presbyterian
superintendance, are now beine held in
Canada. A new Presbyterian Church has
been set on foot in Ottawa,

Tiue MIssiONARY SOCIETIES OF THE
WonrLp.—A Berlin correspondent of the
“Boston Traveller” writes :—** I have just
received a very carefully prepared sheeg
from the pen of Dr. Grundemann, of Gotha,
which will be of interest to religious readeys,
It gives iu an epitomized form the nuyhep
and names of all the missionary socieges in
the world.  Dr. Grundemani s to give the
labor of five years w the preparation of an
atlas of Missions, and his first work is to
tabulate the whole subject.  The whole
number of missionary societies in the world
is eighty-tive. These are of g)} deorees of
magnitude from that of the American Board
and the British Wesleyan Society down to
5'3059 which suppory g single missionary.—
The number of British societies is twenty-
two, of Awmerican gwenty, of German thir-
teen (mostly small), of Dutch nine (mostly
among their gwn possessions in the Pacific),
of Scandingyjan seven, of French one, and
of Colopial seven. In the mugnitde of
operations the United States stand second
only to England. The oldest socicty is an
English one, that for the Propagation of
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, founded in
1701. Its sphere of operationsis still exten-
sive. Three societies were formed in Eng-
land before the work bogan with us.”
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ProcrESS.—Tlic teneficial change that
has been wrought by the Gospel among
heathen people and sas. e tribesis so \utlcl)
recognized in our day that thereis a general
w 1Illn"ncs:s te tend a hielping hand in sending
Chrr-tmn missionavies 10 those who are still
under ths reign of heathen darkness and
cruelty. The revolution effected i3 so great
and so manifestly beueficent that even
worldly men, who ‘vajue physical progress
and social comfort, are willing to ail. At
the beginning of the present _century there
werc no missionary societies in the United
States ; and now there are 100, which have
raised the past vear four and a half million
dollars for missionary pnrposes. Then there
were no missionaries among the heathen;
now there are 3000 and 7000 native assist-
ants. ‘Then there were no churches on the
heathen soil ; now there are 4000 christian
churches where heathenism once prevailed.
Then there were no heathen converts ; now
there are 380,000 church-members of con-
verted heathcns, and as many nominal
christians. Then there were no christian
schools ; now there are 3,000 with 555,000
children under christian instruction. Then
the Bible did not exist in a single heathen
language : now it is translated into 120 of
the most important heathen tongues. And
this has been the work ot the church in
our day !

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS, &ec.

The Committee on the Ministers’ Widow$
and Orphan's Fund will meet (D.V.)
Knox's Church, Pictou, on Tuesday 9th inst.,
at 4 o'clock.

Jaymes BAvsg, Chairman.

With reference to the Treasurer’s accounts
published in our last the Rev.G. Roddick
writes that £7.00 should be placed to the
credit of his congregation in the Educational
colunl,.

The Presbyterian Church of the Lower
Provinces, in account with John I Baxter,
from 30tk June, 1854 to 30th June, 1865.

Ds.

1864.
July 1 To paid bal.over last year £6 19 11
Bal of sund «mall debts, 5 15

Nov.11 “ Freipht on Bibles 30s
Land carriage 12s. d 2 2 6
Dec. 31 “ Agent's salary to date, 1210 o
1865. “ C. B. Archibald £30,
Interest 36s., 3116 0
Jany. 2 ‘ Thos. Dawson, £722
stg. e\dlange 35s. 64 8 17 6%
Jan’y.2. To pmd J.Tarn,£6 4 7stg.,
L_\Lhuuge 31s 14d, 715 84
Feb. 10 ¢ Bill on New York $600,
Discount $300, 500

13 “

Freight on bovks< $2.45 0 12
13 20 4

3
W.d.Slowan, £24 11 8~l('

Exchange .£6 0 7 Y9912 3

R. McGregor bal ol'bill 10 0 0

Postage and Stationery 1 5 0

Deposit.in Umon Bank 50 0 0

Agent's salary to date 12 10 0

2

7

Balance in hand, 4 0
L£258 16
1864. Cn.
Dcc 10 By donatmxmnllx ackn £28 17 6
18 New Glasgow, » 18 17 2}
926 ¢ Pictou, ¢ 10 11 104
s ¢ Green Hill, 60s., Ist
West River, 40s., 5 0 0

1865. % Truro, £18 11 10}
Onslow £6 910, 25 1
& M. Stewiacke,43s.9d.
Clitten, 45s., 4 8
Sund. Col. and Con. 11
“ Maitland,
‘O Patamagouche,
John S. McLean,
J. McKinlay, Esq., 25
“ C.B. Artlnlmld ﬁq.30
Mr. David (,arlxsle, 10
¢ C. MeMillao, 20s.,
Jolm Hall, 43s. 04d. 3
. Maxwell, £13 0 64.
J.Baxter,£1016 1, 23 16
& James l'nrquhar, £5,
Rev. R. 8. Patter-
son, 32s. 6d , G 12
“  Bookssold from dep.18 17

£258 16

o w

Lo

25

QQoCcCoOoNMaO®

-~ o
w N

W

-

1865. DenTs.
Jne 30 To J.S.Mcl. ean, Halifax, £25
“ J. McKinlay I‘«q Pictou, 25
“ C.B.Archibald, l‘sq huro 30
* David Carlisle, ()n*low, 10
¢ P.P. Archibald, Halifax, 6 12

coCoQ
oo C

£96 12
1865. © ASSETS.
Jne, 30 Deposited in Union Bank £50 0
In hands of J.Farquhar }Hx.,20 0
“ C.McMillan, old stock, 34 13
& James Govdon. old stock,20 0
“ John Maxwell, part do., 2 4
¢ James M. Bax.lc.r do. 2411
“ In depot. 715
Cash in hand, 4 0

£273 5 4
Joux h BAXTER,
Con. Com. Colportage.
Monies reccived by the Treasurer from 20th
Nov. to 20th December, 1855.

FOR' FOREIGN MISSION®Y
Additional from West Bay, C.B...£1 0 O

SO @

L R
Lol ol

Proceeds of Tea Meeting, Noel....15 0 O
Donation from Mr. J. M(Alhaur,
Mouneton..........ooviiain 5 00
De. from W. Logan, Stewiacke. .. 2 17 7%
Afiend to print the Book of Psaims
in the Anieteumese language,
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per Rev.J. Geddie............1210 0
Dee. 2.—Collected farewell meeting
at New Glasgow to Rev. J.
Geddie for printing Psalms in
Aneiteuinese. ... .ovie vuennn 6 10
HOME MISSION: '
Jan. 13.—Carrtboo River Scetion of
Rev. A. Ross's cong. for (864, 6
Nov. 22.—Knox’s Church, Pictou. .12
Dec. 7.— Do. do. additional... 1
Carriboo River section Rev. A.
Ross's congregation . ......... 3
SEMINARY :
Dec. 7.—Summerside P.1.I for 1865 3
¢ 9.~Prince St. Ch. Pictou, addit 3 1:

S W e
O L oCco (=]

X3

The Treasurer of the Ministers® Widows
and Orphan’s Fund, P.C. L. P, acknowledges
the receipt of the following sums:

Twelve months interest on joint note
3646.67, James Muirhead and
others to 31st Aug. 1865......... $40 00
Dr. Mitchell, Merigomish . .
Andrew Stewart “
Twelve months’ interest on joint note
£1000—J, Falcouer and others to
12th Oct., 1863 . ..o vevvviiianns
Rev. K. McKenzie, Baddeck G
Mrs. Thomas Sullivan. .........o.0e.
Mrs. Wi Melntosh.ooooooianioi
Mrs. Robt. Dundas................ S
Mrs. Capt. Waters ...t
John Matheson, Albion.Mines......... . 200
Angus Cameron, East River St. Mary's 1 50
Twelve months interest to 25th Nov. on
8500 mortgage on property at Sum-
merside, P. E. I )
Rev. Thos. Downie, Antigonish .
Rev. J. D. McGillivray «.oooveviinni

$ 196 63
Amounts previously acknowledged.. .3921 22

Mra. Munro, Portuguese Cove......... 0.50
Mr. Geo. Jolmson,gliddle Stewiacke. .. 0.60
Mr. James Tate, Cape Canso.......... 0.60
Rev. E. Barker, Pictou 1.00

Mr. Alex. McKay, Albion Mine

Mr. Henry Archibald, St. Mary's...... 8.50
Mr. Alex” Cumminger, Melrose........ 500
4. B. Dickie, Esq., Truro........... .. 060
Mr. Thos. Graham, New Glasgow. . ... 25.00

Reyv. J. D. McGillivray, Mid. Stewiacke 20.00

G. C. Lawrence, Esq., Port Hlood ...... 060
David Freize, Esq., Maitland......... 500
Mr. Alex. Hill, Noel........ .. 5.00
Mrs. McLean, Halifax.......ooovienn 1.20

Officers of the Principal Boards, &c.
Board of Fducation—R. P. Grant, Lsq.,
Pictou, President; A. McKinlay, Lsq., Hali-
fax, Viee-President; John McKinlay, Isq.,
Pictou, Secretary; Abram DPatterson, Esq.,
Pictou,General Treasurer;d. 11, Liddell, Esy.,
Halifax, Treasurer of Professorial Fund.

Bowd of Superintendence of Theological
Tall.—A. Forrest, Esq., M. D., Halitax, Chair~
man; Rev. W. Maxwell, Halifax. Secretary.

Board of Home Missions. — Rev. A. Me-
Knight, Dartmouth, Chairman; Rev. T. Cum-
ming, Halifax, Secretary.

Commitiee on Supplements.—Rev. . Mc-
Leod, D. D., Sydney, Chairman; Rev. T.
Sedgewick, Tatamagouche, Secretary.

Committes on Colportage.~Rev. J. I. Bax-
ter, Onslow, Convener.

Board of Foreign Missions.—Rev. J. Stuart,
New Glasgow, Chairman; Rev. J. Bayne, D.
D., Pictou, Secretary.

Trustees of Widows' Fund~—Rev. J. Bayne
D.D.,, Convener; Rev. G. Patterson, Green-
Hill, Secretary; Howard Primrese, Lsq., Pic-
tou, Treasurer.

Committee on Statistics—Rev. T.Cumming,

Total amount received to date ..... 84117 85
HOWARD PRIMROSE,
Treas. M. W.. O's. Fund, P. C. L. P.
Pictou, 14th Dec., 1865.

PAYMENTS FOR THE RECORD.

The Publisher ackuowledges receipt of the
following sums:—
John Murray, Esq., Mabou, C.B...... $8.00
Rev. J. McG. McKay, Economy ... .....
Rev. R. Sedgewick, Musquodoboit.. .. . 12.00

Rev. W. R. Frame, Summerside, P.E.I. 3.50
Mr. Hiram Smith, Newport........... . 9.00
Mr. Adam Logan, Stewiacke. ......... 9.70
Rev. D. McKinnon, Parrsboro’........ 3.00
Mr. John Scott, Charlottetown, P.E.I.. 1.00
Rev. R. S. Paiterson, Bedeque, do. .. 7.50
James Patterson, Esq., Pictou......... 9.00

Mr. Alex. Murray, Earltown.......... - 5.00

Mr. Geo. McNaught, Upper Stewiacke. 800
A. H. Patterson, Esqg., Tatamagouche. . 10.00
Rev. Jas. Fraser, Boularderie......... 4.00
Mr. A.L. Archibald, Lower Stewiacke. 7.00
Mr. Alex. Baird, Onslow............. 5.00
John Hattie, Esq., Glenelg........... 35.00
d. McAllister, Esq., Moncton. . . .. 1.00
Mr. Thos. Proudfoot, Salt Spri . 3.00
R. Cruikshanks, Esq., St. John, 0.50

Corvener.

Synod Treasurer—(Except for Professorial
Fund and Widow’s Kund.)— Abram Patter-
son, Esq., Fictou.

Receiver of Contributions to the Schemes of
the Church.--James McCallum, Esq., of Prince
Fdward Island; Robert Smith, lsq., Mer-
chant, Truro; A.K.Mackinlay, Esq., Halifax.

Regeiver of Goods for Missions.— Mr.
William Johnston, of McPherson & Co.’s,
Booksellers, Pictou.

THE HOME AND FOREIGN RECORD.

Tne HoME AND FOREIGN REcCORD is
under the control of a Committee of Synod;
and is published at Halitux by Mr. .Kuu:s
BARXES,

TERMS.

Single copies, 60 cents (3s.) each. Any one
remitting One Dollar will be entitled to'a
single copy for two years.

Frre copies and upwards, to one address,
50 cents (2s. 6d.) or copg.

For every ten copies ordered to one address
an additional copy will be sent free.

These terms are so low that the Committes
must insist on the payment in advance,



