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INTRODUCTGRY EOBSERVA'ﬂONS.

The' dissemination d‘KﬂOWIedge seemms to be the
general order of the day, sod ‘the' universal craving.of bungry
miids. Etis bolonger Puneim aid ’ Circenses that ¢an’ aseutige
thise eravitigé; nothing short of Education, of a gesera) tommu-
nicatisn of thit instraction, which ithéno had ' been excludively -
forestalled by thatclass ef Snociety blessed with the. smiles of.
fortupe, can satisfy them, Every means thereforet!m has a pos.
sible tendeucy to conmbnteto the attalmnent of an ob;ect 80 ar~
deatly w;sﬁed for, ought to meét with propcr eacoura,,ement.
Nomediym caa be moreyroper and more eﬂ"mnt thea tb:t of '
the press, B, it 1deu are ngndly commnmcaxed farmd wide,
and the Lamm bemg however far :emoved may purtlcnpata ia

the c.heenng rays, whlch uubont ity would have beaeﬁtted those’
only‘ulm lwppeneé (to be QOM :u.hu thq Darrow hmlts of
their mﬁuence. In thn \uew of eontnhotmg ita shate, bowevep
tnﬂmg, towa:ds that end, thss penodmﬂ ﬁrscellnny is reupectful-
ly offered to ‘the 'Public.

- Do vot frown most.learned Sirl Methiuks your stern .
comntenance assames features of a. coptumelions natare! e, ,
thivks 1 hear you exelpim What! will the blind guide the iny
care steps afthe blind2 wil the igusrant stteapt. to dinpel S
derkaess of ignorance? .. {To.us® snd to us only wha, besides Yeing
favomcd by vatare with the gtft of a pair of far and sbnrp .»
eﬂ?s‘&ri ia Mou of the telescopic #4d microecopicincreal
poweR’ #Mos eraditibh, ' dhat it Be‘bova to” gaide and -' "
renchY sl N E Saiie a*ﬁ"i- 'bfbtr Yat'She'sF our Veurned Cort
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poratidn to assuese finctions which ought to be eiclusi:ely ours &
Purdon, Good Sir! The Eagle alove can bear the radiaucy of:
that bright orb that enlightens our planet. No other Eye car
‘contemplate the dazeling effulgence of its rays. 1t is the same
*with thote rays whieh yen “luminaries of learning” do emit. They
are too powerful for the mind’s eye of the ignorant multitude sad
far from imparting light they produce absolute blindnesz. It is
therefore to us, raised vnly a small degree above absoluteignorance,
that ought to fall the lot of disseminating those elementary princi-
ples, ard the task of opening, mot witlr rosy fingess, mive at least
have no pretension to that hue, the gates of the Aurora’that must
precede the rising of the swn of learning. Deign than to cast
a more benignant look on this our undertaking, and were
it only in the prospect of enjoying the luxuriunt self gratifi-
cation of vomparing our feeble exertions with your mighty
atchievements, vondescend to encourage them by allowing us to
. adorn with your name the list of our patrons,

After having thus exbansted the whole stock of our
thetorical povers in order to deprecate the ire of the mighty, there
remains noue left to crave the indalgence of that motley crew, al-

ways eager to wmakea shew of their pertness in the use of that par:
ticular weapon, cnngemal with their xespectne natural propeunsities,
To the shafts of the envious, to' the lash of the critie, to the
scourgeof the satyrist, to the pun of the facetions, to the sharp
pointed dagger ot the witty, to the blunt edged blade of' xhe con-
ceited do we abaudon these unfortunate lucubrations thus ‘unpro-
tected, for even the word Mercy shall not pe extracted from us
however imineut might be our danger.

As for you, Gentle Readers ! if weare so happy as to
huve any of that déscription; we do not mean to deceive you by
_promises that might exceed our power of keeping. All that we
shall say is that our best endeavours shuli be directed towards the
meaus of deserving a continuation of your faveur.,

¢

, Tnfloenced by, no party | our lines will not be defiled
by perconalme«, our coiumus net «omammnted by, l!hberahty,
our {ucubrations not subverw e of religious, wmoral orpoht"cal order,



THE' ENQUIKER. Y

‘nor our mvestlgatlon thewvehicle of mdulgence for the gratitication
,~of those paaslons whlch too often degrade the noblest work of the
De|ty, and lower man to the level of the most vicious brutes.
To say that our viewsin appearing as Attors on the
public stuge are perfectly disinterested would beexposing ourselves
"to the suspicion of a want of candour; to affirm however that our
first and principal’ mducement is the hope of -contributing out’
mite to the instruction of the muny, and the entertaiument of our
fellow citizensiscertainly thé real truth, The attainment ‘of thesé
‘combined ends, vamely, profit, utility and pleasure, would un~
doubtedly fill up the:meuasureof onr.utmost ﬂmbifion.

dt seems tbat one-ought to be idiscourage to offer
such a kind éf work as t}us to the public after the failuré of i many
of the same natare, Todeed the difficalty attending the attempt
appears almost invincible. Immersed in mercantilespecalations
ithe greater part of the Canadian- Community think they hare
dardly leisure to bestow any time on any othe-r‘ .object,  prefering
.profit to _intellectual improyement. The mixture of indivia
-duals whose language aud religion, manners und 1dm, are so di-
wersified addq» still to the dnﬂicq]ty of suecess, espeually when
wopnected with the purty prejudices that are the neaessary result
of suchhetarogeneity of social elements. It 18 neveutheleas hoped
that whatever difficulties such an undertakmg do preseut, ﬂvey
midy be overcome by & strict ‘adhetence to'ithe engagements
enteved. into by:the editor towards the public. .

He begseave therefore to solicit the encourage-
.menithat it -will be his censtant endeavour to deserve; and te
-statein a few words the nature of those.engzagewents.

The offered publication.is to be a ‘monthly .period-
Yical one, in which variety will bea predeminunt feature, Jt shall
Cotidist in esssayson.every subject that can embrace the instruc-
tion and the entertainment-of the reader. Nothing short of a de-
siation fremthe rules of political, sociai, or moral decency shal
preélude the admission inte.cur celamus of those cpmmunications
awith which-we may be favonred aed which will be accepted. e
wf.expebces)from Correspondents with.due, gratitude,
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. Beyoud the quantity of sets for Subscribers whose
number must amount to two hundred before we proceed, there
will be some prmteg, which m.ly be had singly at, the rate of
1s. 34, by Non Subscribers, but Subscnbers will be' furmshed at
the proper price of theSubscuptlon, ulnch isfixed ot twelve shil-
lings per annum for this City, for tw elv  autabers of the same sxze
as that at the commencemcut of paoe ll contammg at least sixteen
coluzansand which wxll beincreased i m proporhon to the encourage-

ment-the Conductors may ineet with.
"TheSubscription moaey shail becollected quarterly.

“QAs to the Subs¢tibers out of this City, they may di-
rect the Editor either to lcave their sets witha friend here, or to
send them by post, in which case they will not be charged more
than their mdlvxdual regpective shave of the postaoe actually "paid
by the -renders.

'An agréement will betiade with ény vespectable
persou, ‘that might apply for the agency of our publication, out of
this City, to whoti a reasonsble allowance will be granted Desides
our warmést thanks, One of the conditions-of this-agreement
amust be that théy do become respousible for the payment of the
-Suberiptions within their Circuit and of the expences resulting
from their being forwarded to thexr places-of residence.

On the Covers of each number will be priuted
‘those advertiserents that might be required of us op paying the u-
:sual price exacted from other periodical publicatioas,

Quebec 1st May, 1821.

s You will-see in skort,dhe executive Government in a manner pal-
sied and powerless 7.2 17 i

The unshackled Freedom of the Press 'is every
~day extolled.to.the very seventh heuven, as being the Grand Pal-
Jadium of British and of course of true pohtwal lierty, as the
sacred, Aegis-against despotical encroachments on human opini-
ons,and s the most _powerful bulwark against the progress of
asbitrary uttempt against our civil rights. “The noble art of prin-
ting is considered as one of the greatest benefits conferred on man
‘by man’s ingenuity, Every means therefore that'are nsed to fet-
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terat;.every. power exercised aguinstit; every influence that tends
to pveras ¢ it whencesoever they may originate, ought therefure
to be oppased and combatted. Tt is not however the intention
here to support the licentiousness of the press, nor to enter into
a discussion op the distinctive churacteristics between the true
and the fals~ liberty of emitting aur opinionsinfo the public by*
Ahut contrivance, the end of this is selelya kind of Apology for
publishing the following lines at this particular juncture, They
were intended like many others for insertion in some of the
Newspapers of this City, but their admission was refused.
 The writer husseldom met with any refusal of that
sort, and it has only been in cuses when he dured to bring betore
the public sowe Controversy, that had the tendency of counter-
acting und opposing doctrines and pretensions, which he thought
bona fide, to be contrary beth to the letter und svirit of'that admira-
bleConstitution under which weas British'Subjectshappen tolive,
These doctrines or preteysions are advanced and insisted dpon by
the raling party, aid our presses ‘hee ih Quebec ure under the
influence of that party, - ‘Oqehit‘it’hoq gh the Government’s paper,’
iz directed by a gentieman who appears ‘to belong to it,and there’
fore duss nat lend a williag hand to the ‘dissemination of princi<’
ples jp,;oﬁpa;gitf_tiil;"'to those, ,w}'iifc.h'l he' prefesses. "The S‘e(-ond"
press 15 the property  of, and’ conducted by ;another petsod who,
whatever might be his petitical ‘opinions, is-depéendant o 'tHat i~
ling party, and therefore dares nut to°be the weuns of propoga-
tiug opinions in apposition totheirs; so thet the Editor. of thie’
Newspaper is under the real and positive censure of the owner of
‘the Press where it is printed. * As to'tlie third periodicat pupss’
here published, its circulation is so limited that the insertion in it
of any matter of impertanse would:be tantamount to vox in deser-
a0’ - fooe .
o - » ‘Nevertheless public affairs have come to that
degree of importaiice, that.any exertions to arrive at thediseovery
of thereal caudes'of irregularity in the movements ef the -Admin-,
istration of this Province; and to point out the remedy 86 the im:
pending¥f’ aiot ‘alseady * existing - evil, far from  betng-opposed-
ought to "be’ strenwously supported by the -sincere- wellswishers
to their Country. »
N’o kind of selfish or interested motive guides
the -pen of the writer: he-daes npt belong 1o this or that party:
hissole and. only.end is to challenge a fair and impartial discus.;
sion on pringiples of the greatest import to the welfire of th,
Province, and on which the xelative duties of every one, being fuis,.
Iy stated and pronouneed, the vights of all can beeffectually woyr
cured; ‘and protected. , tSuchwas the object of; the followipg Jines.
dictated by the veflections naturally brought on the jmind by.g.
-most aathentic document, namely a Speech -from the Thiase..
“To the .public, to the -fuir and candid reader, to the coo! and im-,
partial pernsal of eveny-one it left, to judge whether there is any,
:thing reprehensible in «their contents -and whether in them, any,
»thing can be construed as a dereliction from that respect due to
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-every public authority er tending to weaken that moral foroe se
* mecessary for securing that protection which we have a right to
clain from them,

Here follow the rejected reflections led into on the'perusal of that
part of the Speech alluded to, and reported, at the heud of this
article. : ’

What loyal subject ! what true and faithful Canadi-
‘an, what man living under the British Constitution can read the
* Speech from the Throne on the proroguing of the Provincial Le-
gis‘lal:u;re without shudderiug, without feelings of the deepest an-
uish ?
8 Is it then really truethat Government is palsied and
powerless 2 Oh yes !it must beso, or els2 our noble gevernor would
not have ventured to tell it us in so'solemn a manner. Where then
shall we look for protection ? Are we then to see our lives expo-
sed to the mercy ofevéry lawless fuffian; our Yiberty constuntly
menaced; outf property wpvaded; aur wives and duughters ravish-
ed; are we in fine threatened with all the horrors ef anarchy?  For-
bid it Heayen ! Let us hope that the worthy Representative of our
Sovereign will fiud in his own'éuergy the means of;(!;reéén"ing'us
from the impending evil, Let us ﬁi)’p‘c; that his trled and égperi-
-enced wisdom will suggest the proper remedy for covuternciing the-
political disease, and enable him to steer safely tht public vessel
amidst the brezkers with which she is surrounded, - C

On reading this, many will exclaim that thepicture’
isexaggerated and it may beso. But can any one say, thataltho’,
not probable, things shall not .reach that extremity; that the
absence of u protectinﬁ. power caunot lead to that climax of so-
cial disorganization! It 18 therefore the duty of every true patriot
to come forward and shew his decided resolution, to lend his. as-
sistance against the impending danger, -Happily we liveunder a
Constitution from which we may derive the must efficacious meass .

<of averting it. )

"The word ‘Constitution‘is in every body’s ntouth, -
‘but from that which we see and hear every day, oneis led to con-
sclude that, though the name bethas generally known, the idea at-
tached to the word itself is clearly ‘understood by few. We may.
:go farther and say that the true meaning of that word, has like
that of many others, never as yet been clearly and intelligibly de-
iced, During the French Revolution it was every where posi- .
tively asserted that that Country had no Constitution. On the
question L. ng put how it was possible that so populous an asso-
ciation as the Country contained, could have subsisted so many
«centuries without a Constitution? A shrug of the shoulders was
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the answer and a Foce about theconcluding argument, T greatly
suspect that such would be here the answer and the argument
returned to a still simpler question put to our politicians; names
ly to require of thewn a clear definition of the word Constitution
‘in general. 5o Jong howe~er as people «hall not ugree upon
its[ dgﬁnite import, so long shull questions resting on it remuin in~
soluble.

This difficulty is particularly applicable to the Eng-
lish constitution. One of its greatest mesits and, it wight boidly
Be suid its excellence cousiste in its simplicity. Like truth itself'st
can but lose by any attempt to comment upon it. Every one fun~
cies that he discovers therein some obscurity and in his endeavours.
to dispel that obscurity, he finds himself at lastinvolved in thein-
tricacies of his own sophistry.

Action constituteslife, whilst inerfness may very
properly be assimilated to death, To produce action there must
be an Agent endowed with sufficient power to overcome any pos-
sible resistance, That power wust be without equal, for it vested
in morethan-one; either they will act jointly, aud be directed to one
single ohject and then they act as one, or they will actin opposi-
tion to each other, aud irregularity, inertness und even death will
be theresult,

- The British Censtitution is perfectly consonint
with this simple principle, The hnperisl Parliament is that sole
and unique Agent which gives life aud action to the whole
Empire. Having no superior power by whichit can be protected,
that augast body must essentially possess the power of protecting
itself, und therefore such prerogatives are attributed toitas are suf,
ficient for that purpose. No other portion of the Community'
can claim any participation in those- exclusive privileges, because
first they are under the protection of that high und mighty power,
and secondly if such prerogatives wete attributed to thew, they
might be used to oppose or vesist the prineipal ageut, and then,1f
not stop the action, at least disorder hie metion of the whole,
The British Constitution insures pratection to all these who live
within the sphere of its influence, from; the petty Constable in
the execution of lus Ministry tothe highest Courts of Judicature;
fiom the Soldier in the ranks to the leaders of l‘xésts;ﬁ from the
Ineanest cottager to the Sovereign on his throne. It préscribes 10
every one, in the most distinct wanner, the extent and the nature
of his duty and out of the strict observance of every ones duty
result the iuviolability of the rights of all -

_ Aditting the truth of the above premises, let us
dare to shew that it is to a dereliction from these simple principles
thut our present, distracted state is to. be mtributed. The Tmpe-
vial Parlizn:eut cousidering that the locality ofthese Provinceshiue
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deved- their ok ubmmta from enjoying the two miost precious,
rights of british subjects, namely thut of participating in the fra-
wiag of the laws by which they are to be governed, and in the
most convenient meuns of raising and of appropriuting the necessu~
ry subsidies has, with a truly parental solicitude contrived, to1e-
tiress that grievance by granting us a Provincial Legisluture, on a,
basis us fur us possible Sassimiluted to that of the imperial one,,
On an attentive perusal of theuct thut constitutes that Legislae
ture,it will appear, thut ae sore than these twe ob_;eets were inten~
ded.

We never find the word Parliament in the charter.
Kot only is it carefully avoided, but even we perceive in the word-
i of it, the most suy upnlous attention never to meation the three
branches together, 1Indeed it would appear extraordinary that,
whilsta Pauh.mm:t had .:h‘m(h been iinmersed in thatof Lnglund
and the intention was to reunite that of Irelund te the Imperial oue,
such contradiction could have heen in contemplution ; as sub_
stituting new rival bodiesto coeval ones. By what authority the
word Purliament has been inserted in the proclumutions wedo not
know, but chance has not long ago put into our hauds a8 Quebec
Gayette of 1792containing such prov‘mnahon which was expres-
sed-as the Charter directs .md did not memxon thut word.

! The substitation of words and especially of techni-

chal words, to othersis extremely dangerous, It has been sy
properly asserted that there were no such thing as Synonimies,
#nd the least moditication of the primitive idea may lead to con-
sequences of the greatest importance. To the word Parliament
wthen applied 10 the i imperial one, we attach an iden of a kind of
political emmipotence us Blackstone expressesit. 1t isthe su-
preme Nutivnal Council, in which is centered the substance of the
whole hutionial power and energy.  1tis the sole Agentthat gives
life and inotion 1o the whole Empm’ By giving “therefore bt
sie name to any other Corpotuted Body, it is probdble that it
will hereafter fay elain to the full participationin, and enjoywent
of the same powerand prevogatives, unless the extent of these powers
snd pwx n«-duus, be positively (.ncunm.ubtd and defined by tlu: act
that cousiitutes it

The Act thit Cll.d(t.d our Legislature, has cir-
cumseribed and defined the powers and prerogatives fecessary
for thecfficacy of a Proviscial Legislatore, bt has cextdlul)
mu! el done it nor intended to (‘mt fora Pwuucml Parliameut,

0
.

The most efficacious and it may be said the sole re-
mwedy i5 our present situation would be, applying to the creator
Gf un :momal) become such by thesu bstitutic of ove word to a-
nother, that it might giaciously be pleased ehtner 1o sanction ab-
salitely that sicbstittited wordor 1o contive the Creature within
e limits preseribed by the act of its creation,
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AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES,

1 happened not long agoto read a claim for preiminence
between Flanders and Eugland on their respective superiority in
Agriculture. I must confess that kad I to decide the question, I
should adjudgethe palm to the former of the two, My opinion
from personal knowledge has always been, that no conntry that I
had seen could boast of a luxuriancy equal to that displayed over.
her immenseifields, which haveso often been embrued with human
bleed and enriched with the victims of national contention.: Hov-
ever.as my residence in Flanders bad bekn only transient and chief-
1y in towus, and my view of the country ouly that of a traveller, I
never dared toset my opinion in opposition to that, which aeemed
to be generally auddoudly pronounced in favor of British Agri-
cultural superiority, If the statement to which I huve refered be
correot, it appears that fur from being the case the return and pro-
duce of Crops is morefrequent and more abundant in that part of
the ‘Low Countries then in any other Country perhaps in the
World. The soil isnever suffered to.remain idle and is compel-
Jedito yield its-utmost without-being impoverished.

Nevertheless I never heard of Agricultural Societies,
of Boards.of Agriculture, of scientific, elaborate and volumnious
Agricnltural works, or of encouraging prizes ,in that; Country.
Nane of the Flemish have ever heard of those systems which suc-
ceedirapidlydo.each.other: they:have no meetings wherein they may
ait successively.at the council and at the convivial Board, and fu-
miliatly converseand frecly oppose their plajn practical knowledge
to thac desived.from books, or from the pastial experiments.of thejr
noble and rich associates and Patrons, Whenge do (they then de-
rive their sure means of Sugccess? From their peading in a hgﬁ;
constantly:open.to.every,body, but, whichseems for that very reie
son to.be overlaoked-asitoo vulgar for.refined taste; in :that book,
the only onethat cannot: lead into eyror; ip -that book which, has
for its Title, long tried and never failing experience. Indeed wesee
every where araund us.those small spots of ground which:hy assi-
duous labeur and cayeéful cultivation.yield for our tgble .two and
theee crops overy year. .Is thesoil of.our gardens of apother ;na~
ture than that of:our fields? - Are,the Sun that warms apd therain
that refreshes our gardens,exclusively .their benefit? Is that
Providence that rules ull, s=ore partial -towards those little spots
dedicated to luxury, than .towards those exténsive plaips. frem.
which animal life espects its support? Certainly not ; and the
good farmers of Flanders'havesbeen led ‘by their plain commo
sense to conclude;that by following.as much as possible the yae
used.to.insure;constant and abundant fertility of {Gardep€the
sult would be:the same to their fields ; their.success; hfs
proved-the justnessof their cenclusion. :
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Nothing indeed appears to me wmdre preposterous
than the saying ¢ the soil is worn out, is exhausted”, Such ex-
pressions in a country like this, comparitively hew to the old world,
are particulary ridiculous. .. A soil that has been hardly in culti«
vation for a couple of Centuries already exhausted! What .must
thenbe that of .those Countries furrowed by the plough these
twenty centuries past? A soil from which nothing but a puny °
crop every other year is required, is so soon :worn out! Then if
such be really the case, Providence unever .intended this counntry
to be inhabited by civilised man; 1 believe however, that the soil
if not worn out, if not exhauited, is greatly fatigued ; not indeed
by the profitable crops-that it is compelled to yield, . but by the
unprofitable and highly: injurious ones that it is suffered to .bring
to maturity every year.and the whole year throughout. Crops
much 1more exhausting during the alternate fallow, . than could
possibly be one of any utility, either for man or for cattle, 1t
1s that conviction that induces the. flemish furmers to keep. their
land in constant cultivation, and attend to-the careful destraction
and eradicetion of those weeds, which are here suffered‘to stand,
to grow freely to matarity every other year, and to spread -abune
dantly their seeds for future crops.

Next to that which has just been said, nothing ex-
cites more my wonder, than the premiums 8o’ generously: and
bountifaliy awarded, not for the encouragement of:industry, but
to accidental superiority: in the bulk of : animals, .that might as
well be the gift of nature, as- the result of particular care, 1t
would be just as reasonable toawarda premium to him, who
could ‘produce the tallest -tree, or thetree whose girt and con-
tents of timber should surpass that of its-neighbouss, likeitself the
production of nature alone ; bay it would have been as consonant
with sound reason and common sense, tohave granted a pension
for life to the famous Lambert.of bulky memory, whose weight
was more 1han double the bulk and weight of any other human
beirig of hisnge and height. - That those who are favoured by
suelh natural Coriosities, derive as much profit from their exhibi-
tion agthey can, 1 certainiy cannot, mor wilt wot, either ' disap~
prove or censure; but that they are entitled.-to a mark of; orto 2
remuneration from Society, is certainly'an unsupportuble posi-
tion. ‘Thut.public gratitude exhibited: by liberal remuneration
is pnly due ‘to ki, to whose industry and bodily:and mental exers
tiens, society is iudebted for a lasting benefit. - '

1 know that it will be.said, that in awarding pre-
miums, we merely follow the example of the Mother Country;
but to whou are they there awarded,/not to. mere -uccidental wus
peri_o'rity in bulk, in weight, in carcase; iu tallow, in jhe 'weight
and quality of the wool, Nolibutte the industrious exertions,
to the often dearly bought experiments that have brought on
that superiority: not to him who excels in quality or quantity
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‘of this or that production, butto ’h{m that givés an 'account of-
the methods: he has pursued todcquitre that excellence. .Herein
consists-the merit, and the:claim to  the rewaid, due aad attij
_buted to him who discovers aud shews the means of improving
the first and the most precious branchés of: '\‘exustry', - Indeed it
appears to me most extraordinary, vot to ‘wlake use:of a ‘harshér
expression, to read in the newspapers the pompous enumerations,
of a few miserable Dollars, awarded to 2 man whose pig exhibi-
.ted in the market is found to.weigh 20 pounds or whose fat: mea-
sures the eighth part of an inch miore, thaii that of his neighbour,
without pointing out the means from'which that paltry superiority
has been obtained, and to enuble us:to judge, whether the trpuble,
-the time, and the expence by which:it hag-been obtained, . do. not
.more than counterbajance the resulting advantage.—For, the pre-
sent ] shall conclude, by observing; that, previous ' to the 'intro-
duction of the new way of competitioh'that which ' took place in
‘the Butchers’ Stalls on:.the : Salurday before Easter day, was
more. than adequate  to the reward due tg a superabundance. of
fat inthe meat; The Butchers paying the best price for the’ best
meat, and the customers rapidly ﬁid,'ea’gerly purchiising’ it frotn
the butcher at an advanced pricé, even allowing for the extra cost
of ribbans and flowers, which adornediit, .this was a safficient spur
-to theexertions of the Breeders,, graziers and. feeders,

BRITTON. ABBOT.

. Twomilesfrom Tadcaster, on theTefthandside of the
voad to York,” says Mr..Bernard,*“stands a beautiful
litte cottage, with-a garden tha}-has long attracted the
eye of the traveller.. The. slip of land, is exactly a
rood, inclosed by a cut quick hedge; and containing
the cotiage; fifteen apple-trees, one green-gage, and
‘three wine-sour plum trees, two apricot-trees, several
goosberty_and currant bushes, abundance of common
vegetables, and three hives of bées, being.all the ap-
parent wealth of the possessor. “The singular neatness
and good arder that marked every patt of this little
domain, and Some circumstances respecting the ' ow-
ner, which-had been mentioned to mé by Dr.* Burg,
of York, made me anxious to obtain the history of the
cottager and his family. Ta'the'end of May, 1797, 1
called there in my. wiy from York ;.but found 'the
house and the gate of the garden locked. . In theroad
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to Tadcaster, however, I met his wife, laden with.a
basket of provisions from the market, and engaged
her to find her husbaud, 'who was at work about a mile
off, and to send him té me to thé inn at Tadcaster,

hen he atrived, i very, willingly gave me'his_histo-
Iy "

%145 narpe is Britton -Abbot, his age sixty-seven,
and his wife’s nearly the same. At nine years old he
went out te work with a farmer; and being a steady
careful lad, and a good labourer, particalatly in -what
is calted task-work, iremanaged so well, that, before
he was twenty-two.years.of age e had accymulated
near forty pounds.. He then married, and took a it~
tle concern at thir!;y pounids 4 yehr, but beforethe end
.of the second yéa¥, lie found it prudent of ' father rie-
cessary, to quit it, having already. exhausted, in his at-
tempt-t6 thrive uponit, alorost all the little: property
that he had heaped together. Hethen fixedin- cor-
tage at Popelton, where, with two acres of land, and
his common right, he kept two cows. Yie had resided -
very comfortably as a labourer for nine years, and had
six children living, and his wife preparing to lie in. of
a ‘séventh, ‘when an-inclosure of Popelton took place
2nd the ‘arrangeinents made -in consequence. of it
obliged ‘hiin to séek for'a ‘heWw ‘habitation, ‘ahd other
‘meaws (of sibsistence for ‘his family.

"« He afiplied to Squire Fairfax, and told him'that, if
‘he would lét him havealittle bit uf grotind 'by the
road side, he would show him'the fashiotis apon it
After enquiry into his character, he obtained from

Ar. Fairfax, the ground he now occupies’; ‘and, with
.alittle-assistance from the neighbours, in ‘the carriage
of his materials, he built his present house ; ‘and plan-
ted the garden, and the hedge round it, which.is a sin.
‘gle row of quick thirty-five years old, aud without a
flaw or defect. . He says’he cutitdown six tines suc-
cessively when it was young. Mr, Pdirfax wassomuch
pleased with the progress of his work, and theextreme
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neatness of his place, that he told him he should be

rent-free. His anz‘;werl deserves to be remembered :
¢ Now, sir, you have a pleasure in seeing my .coltage

nnd,gatdenyneat; and why should ‘not’gotber's(luifig

bave the 'same. pleasure in seeing the cottages and
gardens as nice aboutthem. 'The poor Wmﬂf then be
happy, andwould love them, 2nd the glacewhere they
lived ; but every nook ofland is to e let to - the great
farmers, and nothing left for - the poor but to g0 to
the parish, or diein an hospital,’ ’ '

s He has had seven children; six of whom attaiped.
to the age of maturity ; and ‘five aré now living, and
thriving in the world. One is the wife of a ‘carpenter
at York; anotheqs@cﬂ%igp ‘alitle farmat Kelfield;
a third is the wife of a labourer, who has built a cet-
tage for himselfat Tadcaster, and wants hothing (as
the father observed’) but a hit of ground for a gazden.
Britton Abbotsay’s’he iow earas twelwe shillings, and
sometimes fifteen and eighteen shillingy a- week, by
hoeing turnips'by the. piees, selting guick, And other
task-work : ¢ but to e sure,” added he, ¢ I Lave g
grand characler-in dll this counlry,” e gets from
his garden,annually, abaut forty-bushels of potataes,
besides-other vegetables, :and 2s fruit his worth, .in . a
good year, from three:tn fous ‘pounds. His wife oc-
casionally goes -outito work ; she alao spins at home,
and takes care of his house and garden. He pays
they have lived very :happy together for forty-five
years: 'Tothe sccount thatd have given, -may be
neédless -to add, that neither he, nor any part of lus
family has-everhad .oceasion 1o .apply for panachiad
relief,

Though my -visit was sinexpected, and he was atthe
fatterend of his Saturday’s work, .his clothes .were
neat ‘and -sufficiently clean ;- his cauniepance was
hedlthy and open; he-was a little lame in onejeg, the
consequence of exposure to. wet.and weather.

¥o be concluded in our mnext.
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Britisa GLORY.

*WHERE, the Roman conquers, he inhabils, says
Seneca. Where the Briton inhabits, he conguers; and
thatis.a purer praise. He seizes on the wilds of na-
ture; and adds them to his émpire, by planting there
the industry that will fctilizé the soil, and the laws
that will civilize the people. His invasions are made
with the pruning hook, and the plough ; hislevies-and
contributions are an interchange thatis to enrich; their
encampments: are fairs and warehouses;, the corn
springs along his path, the city climbs beside his rest-
ing place.”,

, FOR THE ENQUIRER.
Mr. Editor,

The Philosophers of antiquity, ain¢ the Metaphy-
sicians of the day, have ever been busied in the de-
velopement: of the human mind---Yet that mind has
baffled all theirr enguiries and set at nought all their
powers- of research. 'With this science, however, as
with all of those which demand the midnight hour
and the éarly beam of the morn, the high and mighty
in ‘our day profess themselves imtimately conver-
sant.~--The knowledge, however, which the genius of
Aristotle could not attain, nor the labour and pene-
tration of Locke acquire, has ever been familiar. to
the understanding of men of ordinary talents? To
these the mind of man wears a transparent mantle,
Yet, whatever may have been the progress. made up a
mountain, the summit of which may never be attained,
it isevident, that all have journeyed far enough to dis-
cover the mansion of curiosity. The admission is
universal that curiosity is a prominent trait in.the
human character. . From its.impulse, no grade of
being seems 'to be exempt, - It has induced the
philosopher to neglect the refinements of civilization,
and the mechanic his tools. It has maddenéd the
buman brain, from the day on which Eve sold her
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yposterity to obey its impulse, till that on which the
wife of Lot suffered the penalty of her transgression,
on her journey to the city of Zoar,

. The pride of man has limited the operation of curi-
osity to the female mind. Under this impression it
has been the target of satire, and the convivial jest,
Yet man has not reflected, that there are occasions,
onwhich ke acts under its impulse  On those occasi-
ons he listens with such avidity to-its “small still voice,”
that it might be suspected, he has not becoine curious
for.the same reasons by which ke explains some other
acts-—-a deference to the judgment of females, and a
desire to iniitate them in their pursuits, but that he has
merely -obeyed a passion implanted by nature in his
soul. S

The Exchange and the: Tavern oft witness the in-
quisitive spiritofman. But of allthe lounges, where
curiosity may peep, or idleness may yawn, where the
Marplots of the hour may unburthen their own brain,
or pry into a neighbours, none seems to have been
frequented more than the Barber’s shop. If report be
not a very liar, the barber surgeon was, in the days
of antiquity of no mean repute. Hisshop was a re-
sort for these who had wounds to be cured, and for
those who were to be trimmed. 'Trimming was a term
implying either shaving or cutting, or curling the hair.
These inaddition to phlebotomy, werethe occupation
of the ancient barber surgeons. The care of setting
limbs devolved on another class, named, energetically,
Boxe-seTTERS, who, - though resembling in their oc-
cupation; the BArRBER SurcEON did not rank with
them. :The common fufniture of the shop of the lat-
ter, was a table and a chair or two, and the report
says not, that females passed his threshold, yeta mirror
‘hung on the wall, where a looking glass hangs now.
Besides these, a lute or violin were always in the shop,
and were essential to the enfertainments of those, who
waited while the earlier visitors were trimming.

10 bé continued.
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B Apse Mavry.

An old counstllor wishing to study JustiniansTmith
tutes, employed the Abbe Maury,'then very 'poer, &
teach him Latih. Some years after he met the Abb
at a gentleman’s house:* Ah Abbe!” said *he hengh-
tily,* how came you ‘here?”-- 1 ‘may ask 'the sem
question,” replied the Abbe.--*“Oh,nd! there is 'yom~
difference ; ‘btit you are‘in ‘better circummtances thas
forinerly I suppose. ‘Have you-obtaiwed any -prefer-
ment @s a tlergyman?”--Iam grand vicar to M, dc
Loinbez.”-- 'What! well, ‘that is something. ~ Hov
mirch is it worth?”--¢ A ‘thousand rancs!”-+ That
is very'little,” and heresumed his haughty tone and
contemiptucus Yoavner. “But’l havea ‘priory which
prodiices a thousand crowns.”-*“ A thousand crowns!
oh, that i3 sométhing handsome!(with an air of're-
spect)--<And 1 became acquminted with the master
of:this -house ‘at ‘the Cardinal de Rohan’s.”’--¢ The
deacetdo-you visit the Cardinal-de Rohan?”--* Fre-
quently; the has .given me.an abbey.”-- An abbey!
ahithat:is tvaluable ! Monseur.1!Abbe,-favour me with
the honour.of your company todinner to day.”

-As tiie Abbe was-one day going to thenational -as-
sembly, of which'he was a member, .he was .accosted
by a.gang of'poissardes, oue of whom .exclaimed to.
him, “ Mons ’Abbe, you speakike an.angel, and.not-
withstanding -you arebut-a fool.”--<. Ladies,” .re-
plied-the Abbe, smiling, “ you well-know that.itisa
-disease .ofwwhich: no ope dies.” c

.In:the debate which-tegminatedina decreedepriving
the dlergy of their:all the Abbe .made -every effort
to support his order. He.delivered an argumentative
speech on the subject, which was, however, completely
refuted by Thouret. The-Abbe, driven to - despair by
his.defeat, absolutely screamed, with.anger. “The
gentleman,” said Thouret, is like the bird of night
that screeches when-shewn-the light.” :
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