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ROYAL ORDER OF SCOTLAND,

There have been many Provineial

Grard Masters appointed from timc‘

to time in connection with tLe “*Royal
Order of Scotland,” but it secews to
have been left to one of the youngest
in that capacity, albeit a veteran
Mason, to deliver an allocution at an
anpual meeting of the Provincial
GrandLodge. Werefer totheNinth
Amnual” of the Provineial Grand
Yiodg e for the United States of Awmer-
ica, Gen. Albert Pike being the Pro-
yincial Grand Master of the “R. 0.”

is pledged at the beginning to Sym-
bolic Masonry; and it always remains
paramount. This is a truism which
everyone admits, but the conduct of &
vast number of Masons is inconsistent
with it, and reject it. Too many for-
get that they are debtors of the Sym-
bolic Masonry.” We trust that the
¢old man cloguent™ will be spared for
another year, indeed, for many yeaxs,
for he promises “that he will entrust
to the keeping of the Provineial Grand
' Lodge a treatise upon the Symbols of
the Blue Lodge, containing the results
of his studies and reflections thereon,
and so discharge in part -the debt

and Orator on the oceasion (October|which, as a Knight of the Rosy Cross
18th, 1886j. The remarkable Ad-|(Royal Order) he owes to the Symbol-
dress was delivered to “Dear Friends ii&gg?ﬁy&”r"ﬂl{s ltshgoml‘ !{U“'Sef%lé
on” . . v el n ‘serene
and Brothren” who are mewbers ofy go, y oTism # of which General Pike
[that curions Degree (or Degrees)— | is heyond question, the facile princeps.
with such quaint cercmonials and, The orator unhesitatingly declared
customs—and who assembled in the' that “the day will be long .. coming

city of Washingten to grect thelr be-
Joved and honored chiel. Dro. Pue
told his hearers thai *Our Freemason-
vy is not all chat it ought 1o be to us,
or we shonld welcome our annmal re-
anions -with & greater gluduess, be
more saddened at parting fiom cach
other at theiv close, and pamit ouly
grave -impediments to preveni onr
being present at cacl.”  Considuriug
that General Pike bas been for long
the Grand Commander of che A. and
A. Rite, 33> for the S. J. of the
United States, we desire to emphasize
his declaration—<¢“We are all debtors
{0 Freemasonry. Our firstallegiance

»when Masonry will be uo lonyger need-
ied by humanity, and the day will
,never come when any otuer Oider will
itake its place.” In his opinion the
fdawn of the reformation and reinvigor-
‘ation of Freemasonry will winess
“the errors and mischicfs it have
srown insolent and strong shall flee
away as the mists before the north
wind., Iiaud and haposture, scorched
by the hot fhune of ns rightesus in-
diguation will be shrivelled up and
perish, and the purasite org.nisms
that have cluny to it, and bhad their
life fromn it, will be shaken off wad lefy
behind {o die of inanition.”-— London
Freemason. .
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- THE ELEVENTH N530310 DISTRICT

" Report of the D.D.G.M. for 1886-8%.

- T'o the Most Worsh?pﬁd, the Grand Muster,
- Officers  and  Members  of the Grand
. Lodge of Canada :

- MosT WORSHIPFUL SIR AND BRETHREN, -
. I'have the honour to submit my annual
report as to the condition of the Craft in
_the Eleventh District. My firet  official
acts were the appointment of W. Bro. F.

*F. Manley, P. M. of Ionic Lodge, No. 25,

©.as District Secretary, and the issue of a
. -circular letter which called special attention
%o the clause in the Constitution providing
~that it was necessary that the ancient
- charges, the regulutions of Grand Lodge
ivate Lodfves, and the by-laws of
every Lodgs be Tead in open Lodge once
in ~each .year, and particularly to the
*1'&@&%1005 e un-ed by those elected
er,.prior to mstallatmn

mer readasfo owR s
“ GRAND LODGE OF JCANADA, A. 5
THE ELEVENTH MASONIC DISTRICT, .

Ot’ﬁce of the Distriet Deputy Grand Master.
. Toronto, 21st July, 1338,

‘ DFA}: Sm AND Worszipron BroTHE!R—In
. agguming the dutiesof District Defmty Grand
; ),M‘aster of the Eleventh District, havo ap-
- F. F. Manley District Secre-
ALY, zmd commumca.uons for me aldressed to
mtc will seeure promypt attention,
44 f ‘10 call your atlention to clause 107 page
44,0
B ’

6 constitution which reads:
The-Master of every Lodge is to causs the
%;ﬂatm vof Grand L e ;eia.tmg to Private
t‘he by-lawsof his bodgc, to beread
Lodgo once every. year.”
860 that the reqmrements of the Con-
are ed out,

Harg'é

occup:ed will thus be

d:hmicd and bmtiu;

PO imt WOAT'
bur to eail special ﬁgj;enmon to the fact
St it.is rc | icitethet.all those. elécied to the

of Ma..cv must be axpert Crafismen, well
jllad in tho work, and Prosented to a Board of
sstalled Masters for examination prior to in-
tallation, The next elections for the office of
tsﬁm'wmi brehe}g th\fu \t v ?? i
nterests of fraternity:itds neeeaaary
L ggtthe tegu’atlons laid down’in the Tnatalla-
’t-im()eremm. ; should be carricd out. AH these
ed to the affice of Master will have to un.
exammaﬁon -0 that I may know that

7O, lfreqnested the; attend pe

aster 1s gne of great
it el
8%, B ve Craltsmen w.

hécome skilled in’ the-work;
ho m ntterly incompetent,

28 j:‘

s themecessiiry qualitications. lshau,k ;

anu.d be vested with che rank and hom.
Grand Yodge has declared that  the
Master who presents for Installation, as well
s diled, a eandidate who 'is pot, commits s
ﬁmvo Masonic offence ; and as some doubt has
cen expressed in the pa.sx: concerning the effi-

|| elency of Boards of Installed Masters, in order
‘| thatin the future no-discredit may be bro

on the Crafit, those alected must prove their
Lknowledge befove Installation.

Enclosed you will find .a condensed report of
the busineas transacted at_the last annnal
munication of Grand Lodge at Windsor.
read in Lodge it will give your membets a fakr
knowledge of the proceedings,

You will notice in the proceedings that onmo-
tion of M. V. Bro. Spry, clause 109 of the Consti-
tution has becn amended, by inserting after the
word ‘“days” in the first line, the words “and
hours,” The ¢} lause now reads : “ The regular
days and hours ef meecting of the- Trodge shall
be specified in the by-ans ” Please have your
by-laws so amended.

My thme is at the disposal of lodges, and X
shall be ha{ - to co-operate with the brethrem
in any work.rhat will tend to the advancement
of Craftwork.

Yours Fraternally, .
J. ROSS ROBERTSON, D.D.G.M,

OFFICIAL VISITATIONS.
I have officially visited each of the thirty-
five lodges in this District twice. Five
of these lodyes I have visited three tim

{and one four times, making & total.
| seventy-eight visits; as will ba" observed by
*| the _tabulated. statement, giving ‘the -

]
of lodges, the distance in ‘miles from
Toronto, showing the miles travelled im
making these visitations to be 2,160.

In Hldnii!” these visitations no notification
was given on the occasion of the first visit,
so that I might see the ordinary work of
the lodge, without the advantage of prepara-.
tion. - Of my second and subsequent visits
all lodges were duly notified, in t&a.e m

given in this circular.

P ’IloRoN'ro, Apnl loth 1887
SECOND SERIES OF OFFICIAL VISITS.

DraAr SiR AND W.BROTHER,—1 directed
by R. W. Bro. J. Ross Robertson, I§DGM
inform you that he will pay official visits to
Lodges of this District on_the dates indi
at foot of this cire ere the
not set down for Regular Meetin; t.he
M. would feelobliged if you

ent Meeting, so that he may bei
a] the lodges in the distriot: %y ond of the .
second_week in Junme, cularly re-
quested that the W. M and al the- oﬁicersba
present. at these , tations, prepa- ed. ‘to
g}x:;pﬁfy the work e pering and clos

- M anem is ease
that you hz:fm ""“‘”&%ﬁm “°“‘""
-~ Yours Frabamally,

¥ F.




THE ELEVENTH MASONIC DISTRICT, 26%
THE ELEVVNTI DISTRICT—OFFICIAL VisITS 1886-87.
1 -
S8]eD
No. Name. Place. 1st. Visit. | 2nd Visit. | 3rd Visit. | 4th Visit. {Se8[2 R
Lodge! . BaEIAS
N Hi |
16 |St. Andrew’s.. Tomnto ..... 9th Nov. 'bG Hth June '8t
22 1King Solomon ... 113th Jan, 'S7[12th May 'S7
25 {Ioni¢.......... “L...{9nd Nov. 0th April \7 3rd May, '87
G5 [llchoboam . “ ... 4th Nov. nd June 87
75 |8t. John's.. . ...{Ist Nov. 85,Gth June, 87
8 |Wilson........ “ ....]2Lst Dec. 84 '15th Jan. '>7,19thApril'§7
218 bzmcmou “ .o |29th Sep. »G :;th Nov., '87/13th June 87
247 g “ c..d Nov. 'S6 'bllu\pml ST
316 . e ox h Jan. a?,lthum. S7
326 . «“ Lo 20th Oct. 86 25th April 'S7
36 . « 0 9th Jan. '$7j15th June 'S7
367 . “ . rd June, ‘87
339 . N aer 3th May 87
334 .{Parkdale. 27th April 8721st May, 87 3 12
410 . . 27th Dee, 86123th April 'S7{28th April 87 3 12
23 -{Richm'dH 17th M 57 17 63
54 | Vaughan -{AMaple .. {7th June's7 20 | 80
§7  [Mark'm Union|Murkham iGth May 37 23 92
97 ISharen........ Sharon 7 i31st May 57 33 1152
99 |Tusean........ Nowmarket: um Jan., a’i 18th May 87 3t 1136
118 {Union ........ <chomber:, 712nd May m 33 | 132
129 {Rising Sun....|Aurors . ’Iﬂl Ieb, 30 | 120.
136 |Richardson ... |Sionsty xllo {!:thunc Sl 29 | 116
265 |Patterson..... Thorahill . 'sth AMay 'S7 14 56
292 |Ilobertson ... |Noblcton. Ist Junc 87 25 ] 100
303 {Humber ...... Waeston 25th May '87 s 32
311 {Blackwoud....|Woodbridge S7110th May ‘87 17 63,
33 [Georgina...... Sutton...... %51 10th June °87 34 | 216
369 |Aimico ....... Lambton.. ! ijith Dec., 36:17th Jan, ‘87 26th May S7t S 61
229 [llonpic.,........ Bmmplon -{10th Nov. ::o 27th May 87 21 8
356 |River Park ...|Streetsville [#th Jan. '§7,9th June,’s7 21 84
220 /cn.datha. .|Uxbridge ..[6th Dec. 'St:301h May '87 i1 | 164
156 |York.......... h;:lmton -[5th Nov. '86/19th May 57 4 16
209 Brough.nnU n nm\u.hum . 15th Dee. $6111th May 57 S0 | 120
358 (Brock ........ Cannington.'6th_tel. 'S614th May, 87 59 | 236
Thirty-five Lodges. Seventy-cight Visits, Miles Tra\'cllcd——z,lﬁo.
Ifcrc Follows the Eist of Visits. What degrees W. M. has worked in ful’ "1 his

The following form is the one referred to
in the circular, and with the information
afforded I have been able to give more de-
tailed information concerning the lodges than
T could otherwise have done. 'The answers
to tke enquiries have as a general rule been
filled out by secretaries prior to my visit, and

though these queries look sorew hat for-
mldable, even when not ready for me, I
found no trouble in filling them out in
twenty or thirty minutes. I fraternally
_ Tecommend the form to Grand Leodge as

giving the complete history of a lodge for
twelve months, so that the work can be
readily reviewed.
THE ELEVENTH MASONIC DISTRICT.
RETURNS FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE D.D.G.3
*To tho Secretary..Please £11 up answers to all

¢ Jquestions, except thosc marked 3§, and
keep._this return for the D.D.G.M.

.......................

District Secre
«esesseases.iOdge, No.., Meots at tm'y
. M. 'g name and ?Z'é"bkiéi-b’sie """
Secretary’s name angd P. 0. address...
When visited by D. D. G, \I., du.tm

eeeemetan

PO ) T
o, méeg}b,crsonrp!l.. ond No. at vxsxt ; .é.....
0. P. X.’s present... No. visity
goﬂ% done a%vmt....ﬁ A.... .'%..,..tlc\i%ﬁ’.'
WHOR . eeensveaessaeazsann

Qﬂuhtyofworkot W. M, : ]

Twas lodg
Lod,

year. Juno-Juno
Can W. M. opcn and close in derrees §. .
What degrees P.M.’s have worked in yo:
I.uwm-

No. afiiliations in year....Joinings..
tions. .....Withdrawals. .... auqxumons.
No. I{ono.nrv members.. Life. .Ordinary .. Total

Dmths. Give name and rank...

Average attendanee of members for year.. ...
No. and dates of Lodges of Instruction held.. ..
Condition of Secretary’s books § ..
Condition of Treasurer's books ¢
Is cash received by Sccretary prompﬂy handed

over to Treasurer: §
Are funds depo«xtc(l in o bank t

name
If in names of W. AL and Treasurer, state so.. ..
Dues per year $....No. membersin arrcar over

csecncccocacme

one year......over two.. ..over (hree.....over

four...... OVET fIVC. e enyrorameeancrascesnnnn: amom

Longest period any membcer in arrear.....yuirs.
Cevasseeas iabilities $........

Is inventory of
TOOM. .

B eeesecconann
Du‘ecg or by, proxy......
Have the anclt?nt arges; 't Reg. for pm’nﬁa

Jodges been rcad in lodgc during year...

A;e ?nmd Lodge returns and. dues senf. regu¢

......... svsesessscsnsuesracstur

Opinion as to the f\mu-e prosperity of lodgo :
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LODGES OF INSTRUCTION. Selections only ofthe F. O. and M. M. war$:
For the purpose of inculcating perfect uni-

formity of text and knowledge of the floor
work in exemplification, I have held seven
District Lodges of Instruction. The work
was exemplified with absolute a.ccumcfy in
every respect by a staff of officers carefully
selected. These lodges were especially for
the benefit and guidance of W. M.’s, War-
dens and Deacons, as it has been frequently
found thaf, at Lodges of Instruction, too
. Yarge an attendance of the craft at large
pered the work by irrelevant discussions.
The Lodges of Instruction were held as

: follows :—
Ist. At the Toronto street Hall, Toronto,
27th Oct., 1886. The E. A. was exemplified
By V. W. Bro. Geo. Tait, of St. Andrew’s,
e F. C. by W, Bro. Davison, of Zetland,
On the 29th Oct., the M. M. degree was
exemplified in the same hall, by W. Bro.
W. 8. Jackson, of Ashlar. The attendance
. was very large, 120 members of lodges being
) S;eaent on the 27th,and 40 officers of lodges,
lodges being represented. On the 29th
132 members were present, and 60 officers,
28 lodges being represented. At the éon-
. wlusion of the work questions were invited,

and interest was evinced bg the intelligent-

manner points were discusse

2nd. At the Masonic Hall, Aurora, 26th
Nov., 1886. The E. A, was exem%liﬁed by
R. W. Bro. G. J. Bennett, G.R., of Zeta; the
¥F. C. by W. Bro. 8. Davison, of Zetland ;
the M. M. by V. W, Bro. George Tait, of 8t.
Andrew’s, The attendance was large, 60

- members being present, including 40 officers

- of lodges, 12 lodges being represented.
Srd. At the Masonic Hall, Markham, on
" the 13th Dec., 1886. The E. A. and ¥. C.
~ were exemplitied by W. Bro. John Fletcher,
~and the M. M. by R. W. Bro. G. J. Ben-
mett. The attendance was small, 28 mem
_.bers being present, 18 of whom were officers,
-12Jodges being represented,
4th, At the Masonic Hall, Lambton Mills
“17th Jan., 1887, The E.A. was exempliﬁeci
By W. Bro. C. F. Mansell, of Zeta, the F.C,
-and M. M. by W. Bro. J. Fletcher, of
Zetland,  The attendance was fair, 30 mem-
bers being present, including 13 officers of
--odges, aud 5 lodges were represented.
5th. At the Muasonic Hall, Richmond
Hill, on the 24th Jan., 1887. The E. A.
. and 7.0, were exemplificd by W. Bro. F. M.
Morson, and the W.M. by V. W. Bro. Geo.
» Tait. The attendance was hu;gc, 90 mem-
. bers of lodges were present, including 26
-efficers of lodges, and 15 lodges being repre-
sented.

6th. At the Masonic Hall, Sharon, 3lst.

Jan,, 1887. The E. A, was exemplified by
V.W. Bro. Geo., Tait, the F. C. by W. Bro.
.. F. M. Morson, of Ionie, and the M. M. by
.. R. W. Bro. G. J. Bennett. The attendance
- wag small, 21 being present, including 10
--wtficers of lodges, 5 lodges being represented.

ven, :

7th. At Masonic Hall, Stouffville, on the
28th Jan., 1887. The attendance was
and assisted by W. Bro. F. M. Morson,
Ionic Lodge No. 25, Toronto, I gave inﬁ
tions in the 'o]?ening and closing n the
degrees, with sections of the floor
especially those portions in which the Wase
dens and Deacons are concerned.

Tt is but fair that I should mention
brethren who acted as officers at
Lodges of Instruction, for at:much
inconvenience many of them accom:
me in my visits, and all vied wi
another in their efforts to give a perfn
exemplification:~R. W. Bro. G. J. Bennet$,
V. W. Bros. G. Tait, A. W. Carkeek, G.

W. Bros. W. 8. Jackson, C. F. M:

F. M. Morson, A. D. Ponton, of Ashlgr, B
Cuthbert, Jno. Fletcher, Bros. Benjamim
Allen, of Ashlar, W, H. Taylor, M. Mac-
leod, W. R. Cavell, of Zeta, Gilbert P s
of Ashlar, Jackson Blizard, of Zeta,
Barwick, of Ionic, Jas. Glanville, of
Andrew’s.

While I think that theseLodges of Instrues
tion have done a gertain amount of good
securing upiformity of work, y&t ffom
cha.ra.ctlelt oi;;the work;n the vario
[ ially those outside the city,

Ahoed thot individual inmiggion =
lodge by o skilled Masger, With a
nent Lodge of Instrpetiorfin Toronto,
would meet on stited dates say once e
two months, would render a far
amount of benefit, than the holdi
Lodges of Instruction in different
the District. I suggest Toronto, as it
central, easy of access, the s commi
ous, the appointmsents perfect, and a staff’
officers can always be selected, who can
depended upon for skill and expertn
With such lodges, or schools of prepa
tion, due notification being given, I am su
officers from all parts of the District w
only be too anxious to attend, and thus
the required knowledge, and perfert themm
selves in the duties of their respectiv
offices. These lodges might be attached as
is usual 0 a warranted lodge or specially
licensed by the Grand Master.

§t. Andrew's Lodge, No. 16, Toronto.

This lodge has 182 members on its roll.
The average attendanceis 23. The W. ML
was not present, owing te absence from the
city at my second official visit. He opensand
closes in all the degrees, and exemplifies cox-
rectly the E. A, but not the F. C. or M. ML
The work of the wardens, deacons, andI.G.is
excellent.  The books of the secretary and
treasurer are well kept, the cash is paifl
over promptly and deposited in & chartéved
bank., The hall is leased from the Masonj
Hall Trust. The lodge share of furnité
is $650, is insured by the Trust. There axre
23 members over one year in arrear, fomr

¥
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.over two, and two over three. The arrears
at date of visit were $162. The invested
fands amount to $1,763, the assets to
-$3,500; liabilities nsl. This lodge is one of
ihe oldest in Canada, is well conducted, and
the utmost harmony prevails,

King Solomon Lodgze, No. 22, Toronto.

his lodge has 156 members, with an aver-
2ge attendance of 31. The W. M. whois a

P. )L, exemplifies the three degrees, and is a-

good worker. The work of the wardens
and deacons is very fair. The books of the
gecretary are exceedingly well kept, the
fands are promptly paid to the treasurer,
and deposited in a chartered buak. The
%all is leased from the Masonic Hall Trust.
Fhe lodge’s share of the furniture is §650,
aad is insured by the Trust. The lodge
has a special insurance on jewels for $100.
Fhere are no members in arrear over two
years, and only six over one. The invested
fonds amount to $1,276; assets aboat $2,000;
Eabilities «1l. Tor some years owing to
circumstances known to Grand Lodge the
Yodge membership has not increased, but I
am pleased to state that the clond of unrest
bas disappeared, and at the May meeting
three candidates were accepted. The out-
Yook is therefore hopeful, and from the
exertions of the W, M. I have no doubt that
#n the near future the harmony will be com-
plate’y rostored, and the lodge experience its
old-fin vigour.
sopte Lodge, No. 23, Toronto.

This lodge has 117 members on its re-
gister, the average attendance being 30
The W. M. is perfect in his work, and ex-
emplifies all the degrees in an accurate and
masterly manner. IHis Wardens’ work is
rather weak, but that of the Deacons fair.
This lodge is one of a group that ranks with
#he best in the district. The books of the
secretary and treasurer are in cxcellent
«condition, the cashis promptly paid over
and deposited in a chartered bank. The
#all is leased, the lodge being one of nine
forming the Masonic Hall Trust. In dues
ane brother is four years, and two over three
years in arrcar  The assets are §2,000, of
which $1,000 is invested. The lodge has a
oumber of P. M.s, some of whom
are bright -workers. The outlook for the
Rodge could not be better. A novel feature
in Yonie is the passing of the charity box
every evening after reireshments. The funds
thus received are devoted to charity, The
lodge snpports a2 cot in the Lakeside
Home for Little Children on Toronto Island.

Relioboam Ludxe, No. 65, Toronto.

This lodge has 146 members, with an
average attendance of 36. The W. M,
-<opens and closes in the three degrecs, and
<exemplifies the E. A, I first visited this
lodge 4th Nov., ’86, and this year for my
second visic I asked the W. M. to call an
emergent meeting for the 20th May, asin

making two official visits to all the Jodges
in the District, I found' it impoesible tm
meet in every case with the lodges on thed
reguler nights. The W. M., however, do~
clined to call an emergency, stating thak
the lodge, although one of the wealthiest ft
Canade, would deem it an unnecessary cxe
pense. I therefore arkanged to postpome
my visit to Sutton on the 2nd June in ordex
to be at Rehoboam on its regular night,
so notified the W. My but a few houxrm
before the lodge was called, I received &
letter stating that he could not bo on handt
as important business called him out of the
city. I visited the lodge, however, and
examined the wardens’ and deacons]
work, which was good. Bhe F, C. and
M. M. have been exemplified during the
year by P. M.’s, and 1 therefore presumes
that the W. M. is unable to exemplify i
these degrees. The books of the secretary;
and treasurer are fair, cash is promptlyr
paid over, and deposited in a charte
bank. The hall is leased from the Masonisk
Hall Trust, is suitable and in good condi
tion. The lodge’s share of the furpiture ¥
8650, is insured by tho Masonic Hall Trustyf
with o special insurance of $100. Tﬁe%
amount in arrears at date of visit was aboats®
2400. There are 32 members in arresxrs
over one year, 24 over two, 4 over foury
and 1 over five. The assets, including inej
vested funds, .are about $4,000—liabilities
abovt S100. This lodge is prosperous, ak-
thoueh but little work has presented itselff
this year. For some reason or other there
seems to be a ray of unrest, or rather wan¥
of traternity and harmony on the part of ther
W. M. with his officers. My impression
that the exercise of the spirit of good fellow-
ship would conduce to the future welfare
this lodge. '
St. John's Lodge, No. 75, Toronto.

This lodge has a membership of 198, and
an average attendance of 40. The W. Mu
opens and closes in all the degrees. Hisb
exemplification of “the work in the E. A. s
fair, in the F. C. average, and his M. M
might be closer work The wardens’ worle
is good, and that of the deacons’, average.
The W. M. has exemplified all the work—w-
P. M.’s have also done so. The condition of
the Dbooks of the secretary and treasurer I
good. The cash is promptly paid over, mxlg
deposited in a chartered bank. The hall is
leased from the Masonic Hall Trust, the
share of the furniture owned by the lodge:
is §650. Itisinsured. There are 17 mem-
bers in arrears over one year, 15 over twWog.
five over three,one over four and oneoverfives,
This lodge like many others does not &
as promptly with delinquent members as
circumstances demand, neither is the by=—
law regarding suspension strictly adhered
to. The members are summoned for nol-
payment, and although the law provides
that ecither a rcasonable excuse or appear—
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ance by the brother must be made, still the
unauthorized excuse of any brother for the
delinquent is taken, and action postponed.
It would be better if the provisions of the
by-law were changed than not be adhered
to strictly. The amount on the books at
date of visit was $500. The assets are
about &5,060, of which about £3,000 is in-
vested.  ‘Che Habilities are only nominal.
St. John's isa well conducted lodge. The
W. M. is an earnest and zcalous Mason,
one who has the respect of the craft, and his
energy in dealing with lodge muatters is
appreciated. The W. M. and officers clect-
ed in June avc brethren, who, I am satis-.
fied, will give the work in an accurate and
satisfactory maunner. This lodge supports a
cot in The Lukeside Home for Little Chil-
dren on Toronto Island.

Y7iison Eodge, No. S6. Toronto,

Thi> Wdge has 116 members on its regis-
der ; the averaze attendance is 40.  The W,
AL exemplifies all the degrees, and is above
an average worker.  His Wardens’ work is
dair, that of his Deacons not accurate.
The sceretary™s and treasurer’s hooks are

well kept. The cash is  paid over
promptly and deposited in a chartered
bank, The hall is leased from the Masonic

Hall Trust, is snitable aud in good order.
The shave of the lodge in the furniture is
65 Iiis insured.  The arrears of dues at
date of last visit were 27 20 and the long.
est period any one member is in arrear is
over two vears.  The assets are S1,526, of
which *3500 is invested.  The liabilities $60.
The Ladge is doing good work.
ssevenson Lodgze. No. 218, Toronte.

This lodge has 112 members, with an
average attendance of 47, The W. M.
has excplified all the degrees and is a
wery fuir woiher.  His wardens and deacons
gmive good average work. The books of
&he seeretary and troasurer are well kept ;
<he cash is paid over promptly to the
Zreasurer and deposited in achartered bank.
The scerctary elected last year failed to ac-
count for about $250 of lodge funds, and
appropriated them to his own use. He has
been disciplined and recommended for ex-
gnldon.  This is another case where failure
1o pay over lodge nionics has led to pecula-
ion by officers.”  The hall is leased from the
Masopiz Hall Trust. The lodge share of
Torniture is $650, and is insured by the
Trust.  There are no members in_ arrcar of
dlaes. The invested funds are $900, and
the assets about $1,800 ; liabilities nil. The
Jodge is well conducted, and is making good
PIOSTESS,

Askiar Lodge, No. 247, Toronto.

This lodge has 125 members on its regis-
Zer, the average attendance being 30. The
TV, M. is one of the closest workers in the
3strict, and with his Wardens, gives the
sxemplitication with fidelity and accuracy

=~

of detail.  The Deacons’ work is very fair.
This lodge is noted for its good work., The
books of both secretary and treasurer are in
first rate order; the cash is deposited in a
chartered institution. The hall is leased,
is in good condition, is suitable, is
well furnished, but ante-room accommoda-
tion is very poor. The furniturc is valued
at §920, is insured for $750, and an inven-
tory is kept inside the lodge building, and
not as it should bhe, outside. The invested
funds are $457, the assets 31,541, liabilities
nil.  The arrears of dues at date of visit
were $260, and the longest period any one
member is in arvears is over two years.
The lodge has a benevolent fund of about
$1,500. This lodge stands pre-eminently in
the tront runk with about four other city
lodges. Itz suceess is assured ; the utmost
harmony prevails. The W.M. and officers
have weckly rchearsals for work, and it is
indced ““a model” lodge.
Doric Lodge, No. 316 Toronto.

This lodge has 108 members, with an
average attendance of 28. The W, M.
opens and closes just fairly well, and
exemplifies the . A. with tolerable correct-
ness, but ynot the F. C. or M. M. He has,
lLowever, never given any work in the

ledge. P. M.’s have exemplified the three
degrees.  The S.AW.'s work is excsllent, and

that of the deacons fair. The J. W. has
net been in the lodge since the night of
installation. The books of the sceretary
arc kept in a thoroughly business-like
manner, and those of the treasurer are
sutisfactory. The hall is leased from the
Masonic Hall Trust. and is suitable. The
lodge share of the furniture is $650, and is
insured by the Trust. The dues are col-
lected closely, only one member being in
arrear over two years. The amount on the
books at date of visit was $355. The in-
vested funds are 3342, and the assets about
$1,600. The prospects of the lodge would
be better if the W. M. would rehearse the
work with the officers. Dull exemplifica-
tion by & W. M. ten s to weaken the inter-
est of not only officers but members, This
lodge suffered last year by the illuess of the
1. P. M., an excellent officer, whose con-
tinued ill health ¢ompelled him to give up
lodge work.
Zetland Lodge, No. 3206, Toronto.

This lodge has 1i4 members on its re-
gister ; the average attendance is 24. The
WM. exemplifies all the degrees, and isone
of the brightest workers in the district. Be-
fore his installation he could give not only
his own work, but that of all his officers. His
S. W.is just a passable worker, and his
J. W. a very fair one. The work of his
Deacons is above the average. The secre-
tary's books are well kept, but returns might
be more promptly made. The cash is paid
over to the treasurer and deposited in a char-
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tered bank, TLast December returns were not
ready until May. The books of the treasurer
are all that cculd be desived.  The hudd
isleased from the Masonic Hall Trust; the
lodge’s shoare of the furniture is $630, and it
is fully insured. Thete ave only three mem-
bers in arrears over two ycars. The assets
are $900, liabilities il.  Avrears of ducsat
date of visit $109 80. The prospects of the
lodge are excellent. This lodge will group
in the front rank with the best in the dis-
drict. This lodge svpports a cot in The
Lakeside Home tor Little Children on To-
zonto Islund. At vne meeting, av the re-
freshment table over 8200 was collected for
this purpose in the charity box.
Occudent Lotize. No. 346, Toronto.

This lodge has 154 members on its re-
gister ; the averase attendance is 30. The
W. M. opens and closes in all, and ex-
cemplifies the B. A. very fairly, but only a
part of the F. C., and none of the M. M.
P. M.’s have given the F. C. and M. M.
The wardens’ work is a good average, that of
the deacons’ weak, and that of the 1. ;. good.
The books of the seeretary and treasurer
are in excellent condition, those of the
former especinlly. He is very painstaking
and careful. The funds are paid to the
dreasurer promptly, and deposited in a
chartered bank.  The hall is leased ; is suit-
able, aud isin good condition. The furniture
s valued at $750—insured for §300. There
are 20 mermbers in arrears over one year;
3 over two, and 1 over four. The assets
are §1,000, the liabilitics nél.  This lodge is
prosperous, well attended by . M.’s, and
has a good membership.

8t. George’s Lodge, No. 367, Toronto®

This lodge has 116 members on itsregister,
and has an average attendance of 35,7 The
W. M. can exemplify fairly well the E, A.
and T. C., but not the M. M. He opens
and closes in all the degrees. His S. W.'s
work is excellent ; his J. W.’s good, but
not close ; his deacons’ weak, hisI. G.’s
very good. The books of both secretary
and treasurer are well kept, and the cash
is paid over promptly to the treasurer.
The hall is leased ; is suitable, and is in
good condition. The furniture is valued
at $600; is insured for $500. An in-
wentory is kept. Longest period any
member ¥s in arrear is three years—total
arrears, at date of visit, being $160. In-
wested funds amount to $350, assets $1,087,
Yiabilitics nil. The prospects of this lodge
are good. The W. M, and officers are all
earnest craftsmen,

Orient Lodge, No. 329, Toronto.

There are 120 members on the register:
The average attendance is 35. The W. M.
hes exemplified all the degrees, and is a
good average worker, lacking orly a little
attention to detail. The Warden’s work is
not accurate, but is better than average

I tested the W. M. in different sections
of all the degrees, and was favourably
disappointed. He has  his  heart
in the work. The cash is prompt.
ly handed over to the treasurer by the
seeretary, and deposited in a chartered
bank. The books of both secretary and
treasurer are busiuess-hke, and in good
condition, The hail is leased, is scitable
and in good condition, being & new Luild-
ing. The furniture is valued at $1,400 and
insured for &S00. The longest period any
member is in arrear is eightcen months,
The lodge has no invested funds. Its as-
sets are $1,400, and liabilitics $200. The
future of the lodge ought to be good.
During the past six months it is alleged
that outside matters have been dragged
into lodge busincss, and quite a number of
candidates have been black-balled, but I
have hopes that harmony has now been
restored.
Alpha Lodge, No. 384, Parkdale.

There are 107 o, the register ; the average
attendance is 30 The W. M. has worked
the E. A. and o small portion of the F. C.,
but not the M. M, The F. C. and M. M.
have during the year been exemplified by
P.M.’s, The W.Ms work is énly tolerable;
that of the Wardens is above the average.
The Wardens arc anxious to meet for re-
hearsal of work, but are not able to influ-
ence the W. M. in the same direction.
The examination of candidates for advance-
ment is very lax, for on the oceasion of my
third visit I found candidates for the I%
C. not at all prepared, so th:t their pro-
aress for that evening was barred. If I
had not been present they would have been
put through irrespective of examination. T
beheve that the posting of candidates in this
lodge has been unsatisfactory in the pust,
and that the W. M.s have not insisted
rigidly enongh on preparation before ad-
vancement.  The secretary’s books are
models for any lodge in the jurisdiction,
and are the best in the district. The cash
is promptly handed over by the sccretary,
and is deposited in a chartered bank by the
treasurer, whose books are well kept.
The hall 1s leased, is suitable, in goed con-
dition ; it is one of the most commodious
and best furnished in the jurisdiction j
complete in every respect. Th. hall is
owned by a company, in which members
of the lodge are interested. It is worth
812,250, and is insured for $8,000. The
furniture is worth $1,400, and is insured
for 81,200. An inventory of the furni-
ture is kept ouiside the lodge room.
The assets of the lodge are 81,800,
the liabilities $1,039. As to the future

rosperity of the lodge the outlook is fair.
gthink the work could be vastly improved
upon and the harmony of thelodge promoted
if the W. M. would meet with his officers
and rchearse the exemplification.
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Zeta Lodge, Ne. 410, Parkdale.
This lodge has 39 members on its regis-
" ter ; average attendange 21. The W. M.

exemplifies the entire work, and he a1’ 'is
Wardens and Deacons, are indefati%a. n
their zeal. Their work is absolutely - .r-

fect in every particular and will stand the
scrutiny of sedrching criticism. The books of
both secretary and treasurer are kept in a
business-like manner, The hall is leased,
is commodious and well furnished. The
furniture is worth $800 and with the jewels
is insured for $1,000. An inventory of the
furniture is kept outside the lodge build-
ing. The assets are $1,200, liabilities
nil. There are no members in arrear.
The prospects of the lodge are bright. A
portion of the suite of rooms is occupied as
a club, reading room and library, and every
week in the winter months the officers meet
and rehearse the work. The reading room
is also open to the members. Itis an ex-
cellent feature, and has gone a long way to
cement .the friendship of the brethren.
This lodge, taking it inall the work, and its
method of transacting business, is probably
the best. worked in the district.

Richmond Lodge, No. 23, Richmond Hill.

There are 33 members on the register, and
the average attendance is 12, This is
one of the oldest lodges in Ontario. The W. M,
is a passable worker, and can give the three
degrees, bub the work of the Wardens is be-
fow average, that of the Deacons poor. The
gecretary’s books are kept fairly well, but the
formula in the model minutes is not fol-

. dowed. The hall iseowned by the lodge,
is suitable, in good condition, and is valued
at $4,500 ; is insured for $3,000 in the
Western Insurance Company. The furni-

_ture is valued at$250, and is insured for
$200. The longest period any member is in
arrears is three years. The assetsare $4,750,
theé ljabilities $400. The W. M. claims that
the future of the lodge is hopeful. In the

t it has suffered from various causes.
mollry flourished in this locality in the
early ycarsof thiscentury, but the enthusiasin
of youth seems to have departed. Some
years azo perfect harmony did not exist be-
tween some of the members, and I fancy this
feeling to a certais extent cooled the ardour
of the membership. The W. M. with a
fittle attention has not the slightest trouble
with the work, and if his officers would

*meet with him occasionally, fair exemplifi-
oation could be given. With lodges, how-
#ver, at Thornhill and Richmond Hill, I do
not think that the progress in this locality
will be marked.

} Yaughan Lodge, Neo. 54, Maple.

This lodge has a membership of 44, with
an average attendance of 13. ¢« The W. M
:g:ml and closes in all the degrees with

ut average correctpess. The W. M. was
unable to give me the E. A. or F. C., but

gave me a selected portion of the M. ML,
which was fair to middling. The wardens”
work was passable; that of the deacons’
weak. The books of the secretary and
treasurer are in good conditien. The cash
is paid over promptly and deposited inn
P. 0. savings bank. The hall is owned by
the lodge, is suitable, in good conditiom,
and valued at $1,800, insured for $1,400.
The furniture is valued at $600 and insured
for $400. An inventory is kept outside the
lodge room. There was about $75 on the
books as arrems at date of visit. Tem
members are in arrears over one year, eight
over two, two over three, one over four, one
over five, four over six. The assets are abou$
2,500 ; liabilities nil. The work of the
odge would be advanced if the W. M.
devoted time to rehearsal with the officers.
Wish a lodge at Thornhill, nine miles dis-
tant, and at Richmond Hill, four miles dis-
tant, I do not see any grea.t hope of rapi
improvement. The W.M. explains that
business prevents him taking an active
part in lodge work.
Markham Union Ledge, No. 87, Markham.
There are 17 members on the register,
and the average attendance is 7. The
W.M. is a P.M., who through having his at-
tention ocoupied im business .is rather
rusty, and without preparation could no
exemplify the work. The opening and
closing of the threedegrees were very crude,
could not have been more so n the ocea-
sion of my last visit I hada to wait, after
making a special trip from Toronto, from
eight till ten o’clock at night to get a per-
fect Jodge, and then I had to zend into the
highways and byways to seek for craftsmen. -
The lodge seems to have fallen to pieces in
its work. There was no meeting in August,
Oct., Feb., March, April, and were it nok
for visitors there were only three meetings .
in the year. with enough mesnbers of the
lodge to open. The secretary’s books are in.
a lamentable state, badly kept; could not be
worse—craft records and official letters
lying about the desk, and not in one single
instance spread on the minutes, such as th
are. I regret to write this, as Ihold in hig
esteem both the W. M, and secretary, but it
would be better if the charter were given
back than that such a state of affairs should
continue, The hall is owned by the lodge,
is valued st §700 and insured for $400. The
furniture is worth $150, and is uninsured.
'The assets are $830 and liabilities $300.
I felt much disheartened with my visif:
Persopal difficulties have, I am afraid, crept
into lodge matters, and a strong and bitter
feeling has existed amongst some of the
brethren. There are only four or five of the
brethren residing in the village. Others
live in the country, and do not attend, and
a8 a brother informs me hundreds of dollars
of dues have been lost to the lodge in years
past from want of prompt collection. The
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fodge wants new life. I had a general talk
aver matters with some of the old P, M.'s,
aud they promised that matters would im-
pove, but I have very grave doubts. 1
held one of my lodges of instruction in this
hall, but I am satistied that it was time and
money thrown away, sced sown on pure
rock, with u gale ot wind in the immediate
vicinity.
Sharon Eodgze, No. 97, Sharon.

This lodge has 44 members, average at-
tendance being 15, The W. M. is an ex-
cellent worker, aceurate and uniform, gives
the three degrees, and has  exemplified all.
The wardens’ work is weak, and that of the
deacons poor. The W, M. has been handi-
capped with officars who would not attend
to their work, and all his efforts to bring
them together for rehearsal have proved
wavailing.  The secretary’s books are very
well kept, aud cash is promptly paid over
and deposited in a chartered bauk. The
khall is o poor one. imt is at this writing
being enlarved and nede snitable. Phe
furniture is valued wt =300, insured for
8200. 'The invested funds are $162, the
amount on hooks at date of my visit $189.
the assets abiout 8700 5 labilities none.  Of
those in arrewrs there are # over wwo years,
8 over three, 5 over four, 4 over five. The
W. M. is one of the bLest in the District, has
exceutive ability, and rules his lodge well,
but except from the seerctury cannot get co-
operation on the part of his oflicers.

Tuscan Lodge. No. 99, dewmarhet.

This lodge has 43 members ¢ the average
attendance is 12, The WML can exemplity

21l the degrees, and is one  of  the
best worke.s outsid. of Toronto. 1is
Wardens' sud Deacons wark  is  not
as  acawrate nor  as  uniform as it
should be, but he has a live mem-

Bership, and is doing his pait in the work of
Masonry.  Some of the members ave largely
in arvear of ducs, eight over two  years,
four over four, wnl three over five, one being
in arvear for cleven years. The ass ts are
$700 and the liabilitics we. The hall is
Teased, is suitable, in good condition. and
the furniture is insured for £400.  The
gecretary’s and treasurer’s books wme well
kept.  The prospects of the lodge ave bright.
Lnion Lodge, No. kIS, Schomberg,

This lodge has 29 membars on its regis-
ter, average attendance 8. The W. M.
can only work part of the B, A. and
none of the F. C. or M. M., in fact he has
done no work whatever. The opening and
closing in.the three degrees is inaceurate,
and the Wardens’ work is  weak.
The lodge did not mcet in July, August.
September, December of 1886, or in January
or March 1887. The secretary’s and trea-
surer's books are fairly kept, but the for-
mula in the model minutes is not followed.
The accounts are andited, and the cash is

- terial

deposited in a chartered bank, The
offices of secretary and treusurer are held by
one brother, although so doing is not in con~
formity with Sec. 1 of Con. relating to pri-
vate lodges. The hall is owned by the
lodge, is worth 8500, is insured for §300, is
suitable, in good condition with furniture
and jewels worth $250, uninsured and no in-
ventory hept. The assets amount to $835,
liahilities wil.  Dues are promptly collected,
arrcars about $20. Three years ago the
lodge was prosperous, but in 1885 there was
only one initiation, and none in 1886 or
1887. Returns were not made last Dee.
to Grand Secretary. The lodge secretary
claims the blanks were not sent by Grand
Secretary, but I am satistied the latter
mziled them, and that they shared the fate
of two official letters of my own, and were
mislaid. My third letter, a registered one,
finally brought an answer. The outlook is
not bright.” The W. M, and secrctary are
overw hebmod with private business ; the for-
mer has ashop, school and farm to attend
w, and the seeretary has a very extensive
medical practice, and cor.cquently Crafb
matters suffer.  Cirenlars 1w meetings are
not issued regularly, althowgh this, how-
ever, is hardly an excuse for meinbers no
attending  lodge. L \W. M. promises
better things, but I am afraid his enthu-
siasm will not hold out. Strong personal
magnctism is the only thing that can keep
this lodge together.
Rising Sun Lodge, No. 129, Aurura.

This lodge has 47 members on its register.
Its avetage attendance is 16, The W. M,
and officers, clected June, 1886, are unable
to cxemplify any portion of the work.
The degrees have been® worked by °
P. Ms. The W. M., eclected June, 1887,
opens and closes his lodge in the three
Jdegrees, and worksthe E. A and will, withou
doubt, in a few weeks be able to give the
entire work.,  The wardens’ work is very
good indeed. The secretary’s books are
well kept and in good condition. The cash.
is promptly handed over by the secretary
to the treasurer, and the funds deposited
in a chartered bLank. The hall is owned
by the lodge ; is suitable and in good con-
dition. 1t is worth €3,000, and is insured
for $1,500. The furniture is valued a&
£200, on which there is no insurance, and
no inventory is kept. The number of mem-~
bers in arrcar of dues over one year is 5,
and over two years 3. The total arrears,
at time of visit, were about $25. The as-
sets of the lodee are $3,200, and liabilities
$1,200. The lodyge was represented at lasb
meeting of Grand Lodge. My impres-
sion is” that this lodge will make ma~
improvement during the coming
vear. The W, M.’s and wardens, although
only eclected o few weeks ago, are going
to work in a most energetic manner, so
that within o very few months the lodge
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will be well worked, and a credit to the
» Craft.

Richardson Lodie, Ne, 134, Stouflvilie.

This lodge has 30 memburs on its register.
The average attendance is 7. The W. M.
opens and closcs in the K. A. but does not
in the ¥. C. or M. M., and cannot exem-
plify any of the degrees.  He follows the ex-
ample of his pradecessor who could not
giveeven the opouing and closing.  In fact
the work has 1ot been given by the W. M,
in this lodge for years. The W. M. who
pgreceded the I. . M. only occupied the
chair on the night of installasion, and could
nob utter one line of the work. Al these
‘W. brethren were duly vouched for
when presented for installation, although it
was known that they were absolutely unin-
sbructed cven in the smallest details.
The lodge was not represented at
Tast Grand Lodge, and the returns to the
frand Secretary have not been made with
anything like regularity. The Grand Lodge
duaes were in the pocket of a former secre-
fary for over a year. The outlook for the
Yodge is very poor. The W. M. elect is a
Py gl. but not an accurate worker ;in fact
be.does not pretead to give correct wouk.
The officers for 18f86;’8’7 have * never exem-

ified an art of the work, and except the
P secrri‘rt}l.)ry, now J. W. elect, 1 (Ii)o not
think any move attention will be paid in the
fature than in the past My impression is
#hat the lodge, as conducted for years, has
been an injury to the craft, and any useful-
mess it may have had, is gone forever.
This unfavourable impression has existed
ot only amongst members of the craft in
the vicinity, but with the general public.
The secretary’s minute book is fairly well
Xept for the past few months. The financial
mccounts are in a very unsatisfactory state,
mot caused, however, by the present trea-
surer, but by former secretaries, who
#have retained the funds of the lodge and
given no account of their disposal to the
#reasurer or the lodge. The cash has not
$or ten years beenhanded over with prompti-
$ude to the treasurer. In some instances
# has never reached that officer. This year
there has been no work, consequently there
Bas been but little cash to hand over. ~ Every
mecretary for years has retained the funds

or has ' not given an account of his
slewardship. The books have not
Been aundited for some years, and

&he audits given in the past are totally
wiareliable. The W. M. and officers inform
#te. that the funds of the lodge have been

ppropristed by former secretaries, and that
every effort to trace the matter up and have
The money refunded has proved unavailing.
¥ have paid two official visits to the lodge,
wmd have used every exertion to cement mat-
%exs ; but things were even in a worse con-
Allition on the occasion of the second visit

.

than at the first. The treasurer’s books
could not be found. They were handed
over to an audit committee, and that was
the last seen of them. The old cash
books have also disappeared, and I am
informed by the W. M. and officers
that it is not likely they will ever
twrnup. The fact is, that the lodge has
been pillaged for years, and an accurate and
reliable audit would reveal a state of affairs
that the old officers, and some of the rew
ones, dare not face. he books of
fifteen years ago show a vecord of secre-
taries getting into business troubles with
lodge monies In their possession. 't hese funds
were kept with the genecral cash of the
brethren, and not separate from the business
account, hence heavy loss was entailed on the
lodge. The members heretofove have been
afraid topay in theirdues, as it wasknown that
the cash paid in would never reach the
treasurer. Members who did attend would
not receive petitions from those desivons of
membership, as there was considerable doubt
as to whether the fees would go into the
lodge cash box, or be retained by the szcre-
taries, and still greater doubt as to whether
the W. M. or any of the officers could give
the smallest portion of the work. In fack
this condition of matters was so well known
outside the lodge that good magerial wounld
not come up. 'The hallis leased ; is suitable,
in good condition ; the furniture is valued
at $150 ; is insured, but no inventory kept.
Without visitors,on many oceasions, the lodge
could not be opened. Theve havebeenonly six
meetings in the year. There was no quornm
in July, August, September and December,
of '86, or in February or April of ’87.
Even on election night the attendance was -
only seven. There are no brethren in -ar-
rears over one year, as all who were have
been suspended. The arrears, at time of
visit, were £90, the assets $250, liabilities nil. _
There is no lodge on the roll of any
district_in a worse condition than this
one. It would be a great blessing if
the warrant could possibly: be withdrawn.
Its retention is doing positive harm to the
craff.  The secretary stated, and I reed
with him, that to take fees from candidates,
and give them the initiation ceremonial,
such as they could get in this lodge, is
practically obtaining mozey under false
pretences. At a Masonic funeral service,
held & few weeks ago, the impressive ritual
for the dead was given in such a mannper
that turned the ceremony into a burlesque,
and brought a blush to the checks of the
members of the craft. A ten-year old
school boy could have given it with better
effect. Its rendition drew forth a cyclone

of criticism from not only the craft,
but from a large and respectable conconrss
of inhabitants who were present. The im-
stallation of W.M and officers did not take
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lace in June, an appeal against the election
ing now before Grand Lodge.

Tatterson Lodgze, No. 265, Thornhill.

This lodge has 40 men:bers on register ;
attendance averages 10.  “he W, M. is un-
able to work any of the degrees, and cannot
open or close in the T. C. or M. M., in fact
he knows wnothing whatever of the werk,
and was coaveniently absent on the ozcasion
of both my official visits. The degrees
have been worked by P. M.’s whose powere
of memorization do not keep pace with their
=cal, consequently the work is disjointed
and indifferent, remarkable for its inaccu-
xracy. The wardens’ work is very poor,
the deacons’ still worse. The scerctary,
a P. M., keeps the books just reasonably
well, failing to enter the names of officers,
anembers or visitors in the minuie book,
relying on the register book for records.
Tie formula in the model minutes is not
followed. The hall is leased, is suitable,
in good condition, with poor entranze. The
farniture is valued at 300, is insured for
#8200, and no iaventory is kept. The
longest period any member is in airears is
I8 months. Dues in arrear at time of visit
$35. The fact is that dues have been al-
lowed ta ascamulate, and many dollars
have been lost {o the lodge from want of
prompt collection. Mcembers will not at.
tend. The assets are §500, the liabilities
ml. Itis difticult to form an opinion as
2o the future of this lodge. The work is
30 poor that thosc who do exemplify, so
emasculate it of all its beauty, that the
Janguage falls like *“ o dull thud” on the
car of the listener, aud relief to the nerves
only comes when silence or some other
order of business follows. The lodge isat
a stand-still, and unless new life is in-
stilled into it, therc can be little hope of
progress.

Rabertson Yadzo, V2. 272, Nobleton.

This lodze hze 20 mumbers on its

register. The avemge attendance is I4.
The W. M. opers and closes and exem-

ifies all. He gave me the E. A, and

. C. and sclected poitions of the M. M.
Jt was very creditable work. The sccre-
dary’s and treasurer’s books arcin good con-
dition, cash is ll)mmptly handed over, but
38 not deposited ina bank or P.O. savings
Dank. The hall is leased ; is very unsuit-
able. The lodge has resolved to build a
mew Dall, ground has been bought, and ten-
dors let for same. It will be ready for
occapation. in November. The furniture
owned by the lodge is worth $75; unin-
sured. Of those in arrear there are seven
over onc ycar, three over two, one over
shiee. The invested funds are $256, and
the amount on the books at date of visit
&2 The asscts arc $328, the liabilities
ml Thelodge was not represented at last
moetiug of Grand Lodge. The W. M. is

active and cnergetic, with his heart thor-
oughly in the work. The prospects for the
lodge are fair. T

Humber Lodze, No. 305, Weston.

This lodge has 36 members on its register 3
the average aitendance is 9. The IV, BY.
opens and closes in all the degrees, and
exemplifies the E. A. and F. C. fairly. His
S. W. and Deacons were convenienily absent
on the occasion of my second visit,
his J. W. is only an average worker. None
of the others cando the work. The secre-
tary’s books would be all right if the formula
was followed. The treasurer’s books are
only passable. The cash is promptly
paid over. The hall is a leased one,
suitable, in excellent condition, com-
fortably furnished, and is used by an
Oddicllows’ Lodge, who are owners of the
hall. The furniture of the lodge is valaed
at 5100 ; is uninsured. The total arrcars of
ducs at date of visit were §75, one mem-
ber being in arrear for over four and two
over two vears. The assets arc $§250,
liabilitics nil. Theoutlook for thisledge is
poor. Itscems to have outlived its useful-
ness. The W. M. is anxious and willing,
but nearly all the officers are careless. The
attendance is poor, and I do not think it
will improve. As the suburban villages
and towns become more populous, the in-
terest may revive, but it will be in the
distant future.

Blackwoeed Lodgze, Neo. 311, Weedbridge.

There are 40 members on the register 3
the average attendance 8. The W. M.
opens aud closes in the three dcgm, and
works E. A. fairly well, and the F. C.
passably. He does not work the M. M.
‘The Wardens’ work is under the av
The sccretary does not follow the formuﬁ
and the entries are irregulat, still the books
are fairly kpt, and the secretary promises
to smake the neeessary improvements. The
hall is leased, is not suitable, and in poor
condition. The furniture is worth $150,
is insured far £100, but vo inventory iskept.
At my fivst visit in May there were six
brethren in arrear of dues, one over three
years, and two over four. The assets are
2200, the liabilitics nit. The prospects of
the lodge are brightening. By the removal
of a manufacturing concern from Wood-
bridge to Toronto, four years ago, the %
tendance fell-off very considerably, and for
» time all efforts to revive the interest im
the Craft scemed futile, but of late the
W. M. has striven to create x}ew :}:’e, and
negotiations are in progress for the pur-
chqa;:e of a mew hall, a building that cos$
$2,000 having been offered to the lodge for
$800, and it is to be hoped that headway
will be made this coming year. -

mm Ne. s:;' uuiu.

This lodge 49 members en its regis-

ter, with an averag: attendance of 13.-
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The W. M. has not exemplified any of the
work, and his opening and closing of the
degrees was away under the average.
He gave for me a selected portion ofatﬁxe
E. A. indifferently. The wardens’ work
is below the average, that of the deacons’
very poor. The books of both the secretary
and treasurer are thoroughly well kept,
cash is prpm%tly handed over, but not
deposited in a bank.  The hall is leased, is
small but suitable. The furniture is worth
$400 and is insured for $200, and an inven-
tory is kept outside of the lodge room. The
amount on the books at date of visit was
$100. There is one member in arrear over
one year, and seven over four. The assets
are $400, liabilities nsl. The newly elected
W. M. isa P. M., and the prospects of the
lodge are fair, :

Mimico Lodge, No. 369, Lambton Mills.

This lodge has 58 members on its
register; the average attendance 13. The
W. M. does his- work in a highly ereditable
manner. He can exemplify the entire work,
and guve for me selected portions of
call the degrees. His Wardens' and Dea-
-eons’ work is the best outside of the city
Todges. Indeed T was agreeably surprised,
and feit that the Lodge of Instruction, held
in Lambton, had borne good fruit. The
secretary’s books ave in excellent condition
—the treasurer’s fair. The cash is prompt-
Iy paid over and deposited in a  chartered
bank. The hall is a n.w one, well
appointed, convenient and suitable; is
worth $1,0600, und insured for $1,000. The
furnitare is worth §400, and is insured. The
longest period any meniber is in arrears is
two vears and o {ME. The total arrears at
date of last visitation were 8108. The assets
are £2,108, laliliticsnil. This lodgeis making
steady  progress, although the attendance
might be Letter. - The W. M. is a zealous
Mason, withadetermined purposetobringhis

' lodge to the front rank. This lodge is one

of the best outside the city of Toronto.

fonic Lodyge, No. 220, Brampton.

This lodge has 81 members on its regis-
“fer ; the average attendance is 17. The
work of the W. M. is not even ordinary
average. He can exemplify the E.A. but
very indifferently, and does not attempt the
F.C. or MM. The work of the lodge is not
at all close work. The 8. W. is an excel-
fent officer. I was very much disappointed
-on the occasion of my second visit, *The
" close examination of candidates for advanee-
. “ment is'a vedeeming feature in this lodge.
Some of the P. M.’s are excellent workers,
The secretary’s and treasurer’s books are in
good condition, exceedingly well kept ; the

~ cash is paid over promptly and deposited in
a chartered bank., The hall is leased, is
suitable, in first class order, and the furni-

- ure, which is handsome, is worth $700 and
insured for $400. No inventory of it, how-

ever, is kept. The total arrears of dues ag
time of visitwere$205; one brother is behind
eight years, owing $32; five over thres
years, three over four years, and two over
two years. I have pointed out repeatedly
to the lodge the necessity of either collect-
ing the dues or suspending such brethrem,
but the lodge evidently has a reluctance to
such action. The assets are about $1,000,
liabilities nominal. The outlook, however,
for the lodge ought to be good, but success
is impeded when the W. M. has not enou:g!;
interest in his lodge to ge{ “up
work. 'To be successful those who are
advanced should be skilled. The officers
do not rehearse the work, and therefore, al-
thongh every facility and appointment are
perfect in the lodge room, still the interesh
and impressiveness are lost when crudeness,
inaccuracy, and looseness are the distin-
guishing characteristics. P. M.’s whom
I know .to be excellent ritualists, tell me
that JTonic has been one of the best lodges im
the district, and T myself have seen very
fair work by a P. M., but the record has
been broken, and the lodge has evidently
slipped so far back that it will require &
considerable exertion to put it into shape
again as a model lodge for exemplification.

River Park Lodge, No. 3538, Streetsville, .

This lodge has 63 members, with an
average attendance of only 9, The W.
M. exemplifies the E. A, but it is not aver-
age work. He does not give the F. C. or
M. M. The wardens’ and deacons’ work is
poor, - The opening and closing in the de~
grees was very weak., The books of the
secretary and treasurer are in good condi-
tion, funds are handed over promptly and
deposited in a bank. The hall iz leased
from the Qddfellows, and is suitable. The
Masonic furniture is worth $200, but is not
insured. An inventory is kept. The
amount on books at date of visit was $60.
There are six in arrear over two years, one
over four. The assets are about $300,
fiabilities nil. This lodge has not made ::{
progress for a long time, and the outl
does mnot seem to me to be bright. Any
work that has offered for years has beem
done by P. M.’s, es]gecia.ﬂy by one from the
Tenth District. The W. M. and officers
never meet for rehearsal, the regular meet-
ings are poorly attended, and the interest i
craft matters seems to be at a standstill,
I do not see much chance for revival, unless
the officers take the time and trouble to ge®
up the work. . :

Zeredatha Lodge, No. 220, Uxbridge.
This lodge has a membership of 60, with.
an average attendance of 16, The W. M,
opens and closes fairly well, and gives . the
. A. and F, C. with over average corrects
ness, but does not undertake the M. M.,
which has been given by the P. Mg,
The wardens’ work is average, that of the
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deacons’ poor. The books of the secretary
and treasurer are in good condition, the

cash promptly paid over, but not deposited
in any bank. The hall is leased and not
snitable. The lodge has leased rooms in

a new building, which cannot be considered
comfortable. The furniture is valued at
$800 ; insured for $500, and an inventory
is kept There are no members in arrear
over one year. The amount on the books,
at date of visit, was $39 50. The assets
about $800, liabilities nst. The prospects of
the lodge are favourable.

York Lodge, No. 156, Eglinton.
There are 83 members on the register;

the average attendance is 15. The W. M.
works the A. fairly well and

initiated one candidate at my second visit,
and as there was no candidate for
advancement he exemplified sclected por-
tions of the C. and M. M. The
vwork was above the average. The W. M.

and Wardens evinee a strong interest in the
work ; that of the Wardens was aver-
age work, The secretary’s books are all
exceedingly well kept. The treasurer’s

books are all in good condition. The funds
are deposited in a chartered bank. The

hall is lcased, is suitable, in first rate con-

dition ; the furniture is valued at $750 and is-
insured for 8300 in the Western Insurance
company. The longest period any brother
is in arrears is five years. The assets are
883, and the liabilitics are $190. As to the
future of the lodge, it should be stated that
the lodge has™ overcome almost insurmount-
able difficulties, caused - by a total loss by
fire, and by many of theold members leav-
“ing for other parts of the country. Care and
economy have been exercised, and the lodge
expenses have been reduced to a minimum.

This lodge is situated two and & half miles
from Toronto. I have had to call the atten-
tion of the W. M. to the fact that hiy juris-

diction on the south and west extended only
half way to the nearest lodge room, viz ,

Ashlar and Occident. My attention had

been called to the fact that candidates were
being ballotted for in Yar: who reside

within the jurisdiction ol €ccident and |

Ashlar, henee my action.
Brougham Taien Lodge, No. 285, Brougham.
This Jodg: ¢amot 2 catl | a progressive
one. There wre 41 wembet. on 18 register,
and the  average attendance is only 10,
The W. M. can 0wy excaupiifly the E. A,
and the opening and closing in the degrees
by himself and watdens was far from pas-
sable work. His deacons know nothing of
their work.  The secretary’s books are
in excellent coundition, well -kept and a
credit to the lodge. The tressurer’s book
consisted of & small pass book with entries
of cash for secretary. The hall is leased,
js - suitable, and in good condition. The
furniture is valued at $250, and is insured

in the City " of London Company for
$200. The longest period any brother
is in arrear is two years. 'The asseta
are $400, including $100 in cash, which
I was surprised to hear was invested in a.
romissory note, endorsed by the treasurer.
?have doubts as to the future of this lodge.
The brethren live at long distances from.
Brougham, and many seem desirous of
moving the lodge to' Claremont, on the C.
P. R. A number of brethren live at Pick-
ering, six miles south of Brougham, and:
an effort has been made to establish & lodge
at that place, but with Brougham lodge-
located asit is, 1 could not see my way
clear to recommend a dispensation for a
new lodge at' Pickering. The W. M. of
Brougham is a willing craftaman, but hag ne
encouragement in his work. New energy
will have to be created by the officers or
some change madc in order to revive the
interest in the lodge. Under the present
circurastances the prospects of improvement.
are dim,

Broek Lodge, No. 3534, Cannington.

This lodge has 36 members on its register 3
the average attendanceis 15 The W. M.,
a P. M., is an average worker, opens and
closes with tolerable correctness in the
three degrees, and exemplified for me se-
lected portions of all. He has given all the
work.  The Wardens are not accurate; and
the-Deacons not posted. The secretary's
and treasurer's books are in good order;
the former does not follow the formula.-
The hall is leased, is a new one, very con-
veniently and comfortably furnished, The
furniture is worth $300, and is insured for
$200, but no inventory is kept. The funds
are deposited in a chartered bank. The
arrears at dateof last visit in May were
$119. Many brethren in atrear four or five
years were read out, and suspended in
June. The assets are $450, liabilities nél.
The outlook is fair. The W, M. is a busy
man, with lots of cnergy, and possesses &
the qualifications, and” with the I. P. M.
takes an interest in Craft work. This
lodge has suffered like others by a former
secretary handling lodge funds for  private
business, collecting dues and forgetting to
pay them over to the treasurer. It isde-
cidedly inconvenient for b lodge to have a
secretary with a shert memory.

Suggestions and Instructions to Officers. -

The statements given in this report indi-
cate the work done in the lodges, its
quality, with the condition of lodge records.
In every lodge at m; request the W, M.
and officers opened and closed in the three
degrees. If  they bhad candidates they -
exemplified the worki; if they had not they -
exemplified selected portions. Where the
W. M. stated that he was unable to open
and close his lodge in the three degrees, or
exemplify any, Thave uot asked the work to-
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be done, but have given the necessary
instructions and exemplification. As the
sugsestions made to the lodges at my visits
were in many cases of a similar character,
_to avoid repetition 1 have not appended
them to the individual lodge reports.
These suggestions were as follows: To
W. M.s I showed that without frequent
rehearsal with the officers it is impossjble to
exemplify the work in a satisfactory man-
ner ; that an hour a week spent together in
the lodge room would in a few months give
a smoothness, uniformity, and correctbess
to the work that would not only be credit-
able to the lodge, but would interest the
members, and  create an  impressivensss
-amongst the inittates that would barmonize
with the solemin character of the cere-
moiial, To wardens and deacons I im-
pressed that regular attendance was indis.
pensable, that it was unfair to W. M.’s to
handicap them Dby abzence, for without the
co-operation of both wardens and deacons
the entite iutelleciual machinery of the
lodge was thrown out of gear, the work
impeded; and perfect exemplifivation was imi-
possible. 1In lodges outside of Toronto I
found the attendance of wardens and
" deacons very poor indeed. To the gecre-
taries I recommended  that the
formula of the model minutes shoild he
follewwed, so that the monthly records of the
craft might b wniform 5 that
the list of ¢ , o wers and visitors
should be given in the niuutes, so that the
register bock may not be the only hook
recording these particulars 1 that the list of
officers in each degree exempiified should be
eutered, and that in all the degrees the
names of the W. M.’s or . M.’s who exem-
plify, should he given ; that the minutes be
written in ink and not in pencil ; that a
rough or draft minute book should be kept,
so that the regular minute book may be a
sample of decent penmanship; and further
that all cash paid into the secretary must
he promptly paid over to the treasurer, and
not kept for months in the hands of the
secretary, as in the case of StevensonLodge,
and that of Brock Lodge, and also one or
two other cases. Where I found that prompt-
ness was not a distinguishing characteristic,
1 personally instructed the secretaries that
.any failure in the future to pay over funds
would compel the W. M.’s to take prompt
means in dealing with those who so far
forgot to discharge the duties of their offices
wit%x fidelity. 1T called attention to the fact
that a large amount of dues was lost from
want of prompt collection, and that before
the close of every year brethren should be
notified of the amount due the lodge, and that
in the month of November in each year a
correct ligt of all brethren in arrear should
be handed to the W. M. to be dealt with as
yeguired by the constitution. To treasurers
L called attention to the necessity of keeping

————

accounts in a bnsiness-like manner, balane-
ing books punctually at the proper time for
audit, and where convenient depositing
funds to the credit-of the W. M. and trea-
surer in a c¢hartered bank, ora P. O. savings
bank, and not as I found in the-case of
Brougham lending the lodge. ‘money
out on a promissory note, which however
safe, was a most irregular and inadvisable .
way of holding lodge funds.

DPeuths.

I have to record with regret the death of
R. W. Bro. Joshua G. Burns, P. D. D. G.
M. of this district, and a member of the
Board of General Purposes of Grand Lodge.
He died after a bricf illness on the 28th
May, 1887. The R. W. Bro. was a Craftamaxn
of many years standing; a . M. of Stevenson,
Zetland, Orient and Mimico lodges, a
brother whose soul was in the work, and
whose untiring zeal contributed much to
the success of Masonry in Canada. He will
be sadly missed from pur lodge gatherings,
for no Craftsman who has passed away for
years, ever did the same amount of work,
not only in his own lodges, but in all the
principal lodges in this district. I have
also to record the death of W. Bro. Milner,
of Yonig lodge, No. 229, Brampton ; W. Bro.
‘Wm. Norris, of York Lodge, No. 156, Eg-
linton, both zealous Masons, who contri-
buted much to the prosperity of the Craft in
their respective localities.

Infringement of Jurisdiction.

On October 18th, 1836, I reported to the
M. W, the Grand Master that a Mr.
William Barrett, a resident of Toronto, had
been initiated in St. Charles lodge, No. 44,
Montreal Grand Registry of Quebec, such
action being an infringement of jurisdiction.
The matter having been adjusted to the
satisfaction of the 1. of this
Grand Lodge, I was directed fo ae-
cept Mr. W, Barrett as an E. A, and
give him the ¥. C. and M. M. if he
could obtain admission to one of our lod,

Mr. Barrett, being & worthy man, who had
acted under a misapprehension, was bal-
loted for and accepted in Mimico lodge
No. 369, and in due course received his
degrees,

Dispensations Granted.

I have granted the following lodges dis-
pensations to wear Masonic clothing at con-
versaziones :—Zetland No, 326, 7th Jan., 873
St. John’s No. 75, 28th Jan., 87; York No.
156, 1st Feb., "87; St. George’s No. 367, Tth
Feb., 87 ; Alpha No. 384, 10th Feb., 87 3
Orient [No, 329, 23rd Feb., 87 ; Stevenson
No. 218, 25th March, '87 ; Doric No. 316,
21st April, ’87 ; King Solomon, No. 22, 6th
May, '87.

Statistical Returns.

In this district there are 16 W, M.’
who exemplify all the work, 6 who give the
E. A. and F. C., 9 who give only the E, A,
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and 4 who do not cxemplify any part of
the work. There are 21 lodge rooms
leased at rentels varying from 850 a yea
to $200, and 6 lodge rooms owned by
the Craft, the latter valued at about
$13,000, and insured for about £8,000. The
value of the furniture in all the lodge rooms
is about $19,000 ; insured for atous S11,000.
The assets of all the lodges are about
£50,000, and the liabilities about £4,000,
and the arrcars of dues over one year about
82,000. The arrears over oneyeur, prior to
December last, would be about $4,000, so
that my efforts to reduce the amount duri.g
the year have heen partially successful. I
also urged the necessity of seeing that the
‘odge buildings, if owned, and the furniture
should be insured and an inventory of the
‘urniture kept ontside the lodge room.
The Work of Relicef.

Although the work of the General Boards
of Relief in this districtdocsnotcomedirectly
ander the supervision of the D. D. G. AL,
[ have great pleasure in testifying to ihe
:xeellent worle done by the Toronto Board
wd the studied care and cconomy used in
‘he disposal of the funds subseribed by the
odges in Toronto and aranted by Graud
Lodge. The work of relief has been ma-
ierially aided by the afliliation of the 1o
-anto Board with the General Board ot
Relief of the United States and Canada, for
sy adopting the rules and the rizid means
f examination laid down by the general
ssociation, assisted by the warning circu-
ars issuwed monthly from the head office at
3altimore, containing accurate deseriptiona
f Masonic tramps and others unworthy of
ssistance, hundreds of dollars have been
aved to the Craft in this district. Xx-
serience has shown that in Toronto cight
st of every ten applying for assistance wre
wmworthy. Incvery casc where assistance
s been soticited the wires have been usca
1l over the continent, and with good cffect,
the rule being wire first, where possible, o
if not, give limited assirtance and use the
post. Cases have been eited where a wirc
has saved an expenditure in relici of many
dollars.  The cost of afliliation to the Gien
cral Association is trifling, bring one cent
per capite, so that if Grand Lodge afliliated
at a cost of $191, every lodge in the jurisdic
tion would receive a warning circular
Toronto Board and the General Associa
tion have requested me te suggest the affilia-
tion of Grand Lodge to the General As
socintion. Inthe United Siutes the resuits
for good have been marvellous, over 20(
frauds being-detected last year.

¥n Conclusion.

Itis gratifying for me to state that my
visit to the lodges seem to have given
general satisfaction. This is the first
year, with one¢ exception, for twelve
years that all the lodges have beer
visited bv aD. D. G. M.. and the first oc

casion since Grand lodge was Iounuec
that all the lodges hav~ been visited twice
Although in many cases T had to express
my opinions on the work and conduce of
lodges sharply and freely, my views were
accepted ina kindly and fraternal spirit, the
. M.s feeling that the admonition was
necessary, that they had justly deserved the
criticism given, and promising that in the
future like fajthful Craftsmen, they would
endeavour to profit by the advice, and co-
operate with one another in their respective
lodges in rendering the duties of their of-
fices in a manner that would not only
be a credit to the district, but to the
Craft in this jurisdiction. I trust that my
efforts mey commend themselves to you,
M. W. Sir, the officers and members of
Grand Lodge.
Al of which is fraternally submitted.
J. ROSS ROBERTSON,
D. DG, Eleventh District,
Toronto, 1st July, 1887.

&> &

A mneETING of the joint eommittes
appointed by the varions lMasonic
lodges of Hamilton, in response to a
request by the managers of the
Queen’s Jubilee calebration, was held
on the 3rd ult, After due considera-
tion it was deemed inexpedient for
the Order, as such, to participate in
the procession. At the same time
the fraternity wished every success to
the celebration. Hundreds of their
number doubtless took part in it
as members of the volunteer force, as
school trustees, aldermen and mem-
bers of other public bodies. This
was a wise decision, and the only one
open to the meeting.

Ox the 8rd ult., at Hamilton, the
remains of the late Bro. Joseph Han-
cock were interred at Burlington
Cemetery. There was a large turn
out of friends and acquaintances of
the deceased, and a delegation from
St. John’s Liodge, A. F. & A. M., was
present. Rev. T. Goldsmith offici-
ated and the beautiful service of the
fraternity was read by W. Bro. W. R.
Job, assisted by R. W. Bro. Ball, V.
W. Bro. C. R. Snith and W. Bro.
John Hoodless. The -pall-bearers
were V. W. Bro. C. BR. Smith, W.
Bro. W. Hancock, Bros. H. Hammill,
‘Wn. Findlay end T, H. Butler.
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THE ROUGH ASHLAR. s

From a Volume of Masonic Sonnets, by Bro.
: George Markham Tweddell, now
in the press.

A Stone rough from the Qunarry, to which
ne'er

‘The Mallet and the Chisel were applied,

Nor e'er by skilful Builders has been tried

For Column, Frieze, or Architrave: for fear

©Of base material made them choose each
Stone,

‘Worthy a Mason's labour to produce,

“‘When dress’d with care, a portion fit for use

In goodly Fabrics. They would not advrn

Their Temples with such workmanship as
soon

Might eaten be by gnarling teeth of Time.

And now we gaze with wonder in each

clime

At théir enduring Structures. Sun and
Moon

Alike show marvels when they shine npon

Those ncble Structures built by Brethren
long since gone.

If for an earthly Building it be meet

Always to choose sound, firm, and lasting
Stone

‘We Speculative Masons ought alone

To work up good materials, when we greet

FEach other in our Lodges as the Sons

Of Light: for Masonry does not profess

To chlauge the vile to good, though it will
bless

All who will live its precepts. Mere Goths

and Huns
And Vandals—fit alone for Attila
Or Genseric to rule—are not the men

From which to make Freemasons, Only
when

The heart and mind have been prepared,
we may

Each become polish’d Stones, and upright
stand

Fit for acceptance at the Master-Builder's
hand. :

Rose CorTaGE, SToRESLEY, YORESHIRE, ENG

CANADIAN MASONIC NEWS.

Ar-the last meeting of King Solo-
mon TLodge, No. 22, Toronto, the
ballot was passed wpon three candi-
dates for initiation, and all were ac-
cepted. This may appear an insig-
nificant item, but its significance lies
in the fact that they are the first that
have passed ihe ballot in two years.
This is an indication that the present
W. M., V. W. Bro. Hamley, has suc-
ceeded in restoring harmony in a
lodge that has been notorions for its
;mnmasonic actions.

Carer. Fosrer Of the little steamer-
D. Foster, ... ..h plies on Burlington
Bay, (Hamilton,) is the owner of &
very curious flattened, oval pebble,.
which was ploughed up on the farm
of Mr, Jackson, in the township of
Houghton, County of Norfolk. On
the one side it bears very well exeen-
ted figures of a gavel, square and
compass, trowel, key, all-seeing eye,
twenty-four inch gauge and letter G,. -
On the other are figures of the sum,
moon, stars, ladder, sack and an
Indian bearing a bowl. The history
of this curions stone and how-it came
to be where found are mysteries
which may mnever be solved. Capt.
Foster will be glad to show the relie
to anyone who takes an interest im.
such maiters.

Ar a recent meeting held in Toronio
of vepresentalives from the varicus
Loéges, Chapters and Preceptories of
the Masonic Order, a scheme was
matured for the erection of a Masonic
Temple. A committee was appointed
to prepare a prospectus and stock
book, and to receive subseriptions for
the stock. The capital stock is placed
at $200,000—20,000 shares at $10 .a
share—so as to give every member of
the Order a chance to subscribe. The
Committee is as follows: M. W. Bro.
J. K. Eerr, Q. C. Chairman; Bros.
Alex. Patterson, secretary; Walter
S. Lee, R. Cuthbert, E. T. Malone,

S. Davidson, J. A. Willis, J.
Ross Robertson, R. T. Coady,
C. Postlethwaite, A. Carkeek, F.

J. Menet, T. ¥. Blackwood, Geo.
McDonald, M. Snider, Wm. Roaf, T.
Sargait and L. J. Claxke. The site
of the new building will not be
definitely sclected until a good dealof
the stock has been taken up, but it
will likely be between Queen street
and College Avenue, probably om
Yonge strect. The representatives of
the different branches who were pre-
sent at the meeting reported & general
feelingin favor of the building through-
oub Masonic circles.
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K. T. CALENDAR.

‘We have been favored by a friend
with a copy of the “Calendar of the
Great Priory of the United Religions
and Military Orders of the Temple,
and of St. John of Jerusalem, Pales-
4ine, Rhodes and Maita, in England
and Wales and the Dependencies
thereof”” for 1887-88.

In regard to the foregoing title, we
beg respectfully to intimate that it is
quite easy to understand what is
meant in speaking of “the Depend-
encies of the United XKingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, but it
appears to us to be & mis-nse of
Janguage to talk of *‘the Dependencies
of England and Wales.”

‘We learn #nter alia from this Cal-
endar that ¢Sir Knight James Alex-
ander Henderson, Q. C., D.C.L.,
G. C.T., of Kingston, Ontano, Can-
ada West, is the representative from
the Great Priory of England and
Wales to the M. E. Grand Master
and Grand Encampment of the
United States.” :

Aside from the surprise that the
said representative is not a resident
of the United States, it is quite evi-
dent from the above that some one in
England and Wales needs & lesson in
modern history and geography.

We are also pleased to be informed
that “Sir Knight James K. Kerr,
Q.C., G.C.T., Past Provincial Prior
of Canada and Past Grand Captain of
Tingland, Toronto, is the representa-
tive from the Great Priory of England
and Wales to the M. . Supreme
Grand Master and the Sovereign
Great Priory of Canada.”

It appears to us that it would be
well for the E. and W. K. T. author-
ities to make it clear to personsin
England and elsewhere, that the

Toronto spoken of above is not a town
in the United States, but that it is
the oity of Toronto, in the Province
of Ontario, Dominion of Canada, and
not of Ontario in Canada West.
Among other curious items therein
of interest and importance to Can-
adians, the following may be cited:—
The three Preceptories in Viectoria,.
Australia, heretofore chartered by
“England and Wales,” were the
“Jacques de Molay,” “Pembroke,”
and *“8t. George.” The first of these
18 reported ‘‘under suspension for de-
fault in forwarding returns and dues
(12 years), the third ditto (16 years),
but by action of the Great Priory at
the mesting on 13th May last, they
are permisted to ““pay up” by January
1st, 1888, or “they will then be struck
off the Roll and their Warrants de-
clared to be forfeited, and that hence-
forth all Preceptores seven years in
arrears are o be struck off the Roll.”
«The Pembroke” is also advertised
a8 having “forwarded the annua! re-
turns and dues for the year 1886.”
It is, however, credited with £10 7s.,
but for what or for how many years is
not stated. This Preceptory is also
honored by having the name of Sir
Knight H. Wallace Lowry in the
“Muster Roll of officers of the Great
Priory of England and Wales as Pro-
vineial Prior of Victoria, Australia.”
In the report of the Council of the
Great Priory of England at it session
on May 18th last, it is stalcd in re
the establishment of a Preceptory in
Victoria, Australia, by the Great
Priory of Canada, that **sour Council
feeling that it is not the wish of the
Great Priory of Englanad to act hardly
or harshly in this case, recommends
that the matter remain in abeyance
till its next meeting in December, in
order to give the Great Priory of Can-
ada an opportunity of considering
and answering the objections to its
recent action in Australia, made by
the Great:Priory of England.”
The Sovereign Great Priory of
Canada, has, as we think, carefully
considered, and at its annual assem-
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bly in July last, surrectly and consti-
tuticnally answered the unfraternal
and bellicose objections and threats of
the Great Privry of ITngland and
‘Wales.

Aund wrirablile dictu at the same May
meeting, the Great Sub-Prior on the
Throne, Sir Knight Colonel Shadwell
1, Clerke, (ur. See. of the U. Gr.‘ L.
of Eng.), whose intolerant .and im-
parious speech at the meeting last
December, in fuvor of the Canada
“boycotting™ resvlutions heretofore
publisied in Tre Crarrsmax, at the
recew.t meeting remarked on the
above report of their Couuecil, that
from the terms of a personal letter
frem the Grand Master of Canada to
Sir Knight mra Holmes, the repre-
senlative of Cauada, to the Greab
Priory of Eoglaud and Wales, “he
gathered from its terms that there
was every probability there would be
a bappy ending to the unfertunate and
unpleascat guestion that had arizen
betweeir the two Great Priorics. He
hoped that such would be the case
and the Great Priory of Iingland
would be- ready again to streich oui
the xigh hand of fellowship to their
fratresin Canada.”

Tus report of the Couneil in re “to
let the matter remain in abeyance
until the Great Priory meeting in
December next, was agreed t0.”

This, com; ared with theis fvrmer
obnoxious and belligerent actiou, was
a comparitively wise procecding.

We bove that by next Dacenzber,

Sovereir: Grand Commandery will
be duly and constitutionnlly formed,
in and for {he colony of Vicioria,
Australia.

Goverynent.—The government of
Masonic Bodies, subordinate and
supreme, embodies all the best ele-
ments of government ever devised or
applied by man. Thne best govern.
ments of the world, are conforming
more and more thereto.

GRAND Z.'8 ADDRESS.

The annual address of M. E. Comp
Thos.~Sargant, is a brief, plain, busi-
ness-like document, dealing chiefly
with matters of local interest and im-
portance.

His allusions to the “jubilee,” the
report of his attendance at the trien-
nial convocation of the General
Grand Chapter of the United States,

his cautious cricamspection and fidel-
1ty in the discharge of his cxecutive
duties, his favorable report of the
healthy condition of the finances and@
general well-being of Grand Chapter
and the various efforts being put
forth to promote the interests of
Gapitular Masonry in our goodly pro-
vince of Ontario, will afford munch
satisfpction to all zealous Royal Arch
Masons.

Some disappointment will doubt-
' less be felt because the Grand Z. did
; ot deem it to be his duty officially
i bo report upon the decisive action of
i the G. G. Chapter, U. 8., in with-
; drawing its recognition of the Grand
! 3. M. Lodge of England, chiefly on
_account of the ‘“invasion” by the

laiter of the territorial jurisdiction of
our sister Grand Chapter of Quebec,
Alshough it is well known at home
; tl:ab the Grand L. and Grand Chapter
of “Canada” in Ontario, are sound on

the question of the cxclusive terri-
| orial sovereignty of Grand Liodges,
Grand Chapters. &e., nevertheless,
abroad his official silence thercanent
is liable fo be misconstrued by those
not fully informed.

In our opinion the words and acts
of Capada, (Ont.,) should ever be such
as to show unmistakably that she re-
joices in the existence and mainten-
ance of Masonic Sovereignties, nob
only in Quebec but in all the sister
provinces of the Dominion, and that
she is ever ready in her own and in
their behalf to defend and uphold the
right of the Craft, to have and to
exercise exolusive grand local self-
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government in' all the provinces and
-colonies of the empire, duly entitled
thereto like as is enjoyed in other
lands. There are other local and in-
terjuris-diotional  questions upon
which, it appears to us, the Grand
‘bodies in Ontario hold decided views
and upon which their chief executive
officials should more frequently speak
in no uncertain sound.

—

ORIENT, ORIENTATION.

The word orient and some of its
derivatives, so familiar to Free-
masons, ¢ornes {0 us from the Liatin
verb orior, (present participle oriens,
orientis), signifying to rise, to be born,
to spring from, ete., and hence the
sun-rising: the east, eastern, birth,

birth-place, countries east of Turope,
&e., &e.

Freemasonslodges are symbolically
situated due east and west (oriented).
The Worshipful Master is seated in
the east, in the oriental chair of King
“Sol”-om-on. The location of a
lodge is sometimes called its orien$,
and hence also the name Grand
Orient instead of Grand Liodge.

Formerly from principle, most
places of “sacred” worship were
situated due easé and west, express-
ively called their orientation, and
there yet prevails what is denomin-
ated festival orientation, or the pre-
samed pointing of & church edifice to
the place of sun-rise on the day of its
patron Saint. These practices and
others like, are significant relies of
«formerly all butb universal sun-wor-
ship.”

The *God of day" rises in the east
and sets in the west, and westward is
the course of empire in one perpetual
round. Historically, garth’s orient-
ism is but now again just begun, and
the nations of the east are once more
being flooded with the-light and a
new world’s-day of still grealer glory
ig now dawning,

Man comes forth into the morn-
ing, he arrives at the meridian of
manhood, and-in.¢ld age he passes
away into the western night of death..
His body, by enlightened _or instine-
tive custom, is orientally laid away, in
mother earth as if looking for the ex-
peoted ‘‘re-appearing,”’ the anastasis,
or what is literally or symbolically
called, the “resurrection morn.”

Freemasons are, or should be, true
¢gons of light,” and thrice blessed are
they, who, through life so orient them-
selves as that their path is as ‘“the
shining light” that shineth more and
more unto the perfest day. Crafts-
man, ever ‘“look to the east,” now and
ever orient thysolf.

—— O P e

COL. MACLEQOD MOORE'S “ ALLO-
CUTION,” 1887.

We feel certain our numerous read-
ers will be gratified at our insertion
from the pages of the London (Eng-
land) Freemason, of the 13th Angust,
of the following criticis;m on the last
Allocution of our Supreme Grai-l
Master of the Sovereign Great Priocy
of Canada, M. E. Sir Knight W. J.
B. MacLeod Moore.

We have reliable information that.
the article is from the pen of R. W.
Bro. Wm. James Hughan, of Tor-
quay, the well'known Xnglish Ma-
sonic historian, antiquary, and ac-
knowledged authority on all Masonie
matters. It will be seen, he fully
bears ount the statement of our Su--
preme Grand Master, on the history
and object of the Order of the Temple
in the British Empire, and the sys-
tem followed by the Sovereign Great
Priory of Canada. The approval of.
so great an authority as Bro. Hughan,
of all onr Grand Master’s views on
Templary, we think ought fo satisfy-
the cavilling of professed grumblers:
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pomp and, dxsplay are satisfied:—

« Our veteraii chief of the Canadian
Knights Temjlar Las again favoured
#ho Craft with another of hLis interest-
ing addresses on théhistory of Knight
Templary, and to our mind, the last
:dsroile of the best we have had the
prmlege of receiving and ‘perusing.

is'references to ‘the anxlee of the
«Most constitutional reigh the world
ever saw,’_that of our ‘Gracious
Bovereign Queen thona, the  patron
of our Tempiar Order,” are giich''as'
might well be éxpected fom such a
devoted loyalist as” Col. Moore, He
mtoch deplores the djfficulty between
Enjglaiid and Canads Masonically, in
oonséquencs of the issue of 4 warrant
by the Jatter body for Melbourns,
Viotoria. His view of the subject,
however, was not taken by the Great
Priory of Canada, the menibers’ re-
solving to continue_ the charter in
spite of the claim made by Col. Clerke,

Great Sub-Prior of England. This is-

to be regretied in every way,

much
"l’é into the matter we decline to enter | Tiig

mder present cifcumstances. What
odticerns us is the Colonel’s ‘Histori-
oal;Dissertation on Templar Rituals
and their Magonic Connection,” which
ig the chief feature of $his year’s Allo-
cation. His ob;ect is ‘to show true
Teniplarly is purely Christian, and in
no"way a part of universal Masonzy.’

This has been our contention for
many years,sand it is very satisfactory
20 sea the belief so. ably justified by the
@Gréat Prior of Canada., who, by, many
of us; is looked
formed Knight!
He:speaks most favorably-af ‘one of
the most exhaustive and reliable his:
{ories by R. F. Gonld, Bamster at-

18w, Loﬁaon, Engtand, ever pnbhsh 1

v oo TNC

satisfied to, lab well | to
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on as the best in--
empler in the'world. "

f\ed on I"ree M any, eo}qu i+
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noﬁ‘to‘bl.eI nnd.in hn er wq
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f it is refre
ﬁnd uo old a Magonic sfudent as ae
Moore, g0 ready, to aokndwledge
Pré-eminende of the X{asonio historiam,
a position now generally agsigned 3o-
‘Gould.

“The Colonel considers that Masonie
Templarly originated from the ‘High
Grade" systein, soon after speculative
Freemasonry wasinipcrted from Eng-
land to the Continernt of' Europe
about 1740. We ate told thit ‘To
the indefatigable Lterary labors of
our Tllustrious Brother (General
Pike) ‘is'dué the remodelling and
placing the Ancient ahd Accepted
Scottish Rite above all other High
Degree Rites, and preserving the:trse
meamng of ancient Masonic symbol-
ism.” * Col. Muore also states th at ‘it
was nob until about 1780—althongh
known'in Great Britain sonié twenty
or thirty years eatlier, that Templary
secured any official recognition .im
conneetxon with the Royal Arch de-
gree’ The  éailiest date re Knight
Témplar in England is 1779, at York,
the = ‘Baldwin,” ~Bristol, followmg
from 1780, In America, however, the
records begin as early as 1769, w
18 ceitainly curious, to say the least.
e formation ‘of the Grand
olave Knight Templar in 1791 is next
considered, its re-foun&mg in 18047,
and its reconstruction in in 1873
British Templary continues to_the
présént day closely alliei to the Craft
altEough eminently Christian—none.
being ndmﬂzted but. members of the
Masomc body, and sugh only as pro-
fess * thémselves Trinitarian Chrig-
tians.” The Great Prior, moregyer,
affirmg that ‘the degrees of Templary
are not and néver were intended to.re-
pregent a nnhta.ry orgamzatxon, but
to 9erpetnaie th ‘religious principles
upon, ‘which the andient order was
founded.” . . .~ Wedo not'pretend
to’ belxeve that the Degrees of the
Téisple’ and Malta ate in direct de-
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partions of the Allooution hia¥e  rofer-
Me6 more esyecxallyto Cspada,
mght be ex ected  but, liowever in-
$énled as.to apphestxon, the whole'is'
“gdod aud true, from the: begthning
to’ the end, _and mvnlnable as the
matured conviotions of on¢ of the most
ained snd; zoalous F:eemasons the
modéin Templard have ever had en-
rollod under-their banners A

NEW YOBE'S GRAND MASTER.

Soime time ago, Grand Master Law-
reiics, of New York, suspended Pru-
d'eme Lodve for initiating several men
of quest.lonuble charaeter, and his
actmn led io an animated debate in
Griid Lodge at its recént - sesmoh
viiéh regulted ih his action being
mtgmed

.The re-election of Grand Master
Tawrence, causes some comment.
The representatives from the conntry
wre generally opposed to re-nomin.
ahng him, not because they lacked
appreciation of the work he had done
while in office, but for the reason t'.hat'.r
they considered the electing of a Grand
Master for three yearsa bad preced-
-ent. In an interview with 7 reporter
‘one of the representatives said:—

“ Why, what's the use of us coun-
trymen coming down here anyway?
We have a majority of the delegates
ih the Grand Lodge; we ontnnmber

these city meén of New York and Brook-.
lyn. yét when weé arrive here every

year we find a prograime Jaid out for
18, whether we like it or nof, and it

a8’ In fact, a

S
maﬁ.,.

"{xnnei"' sehﬁ De Froiy
g\;bq 1'80

knew whgt vﬁrg were Hoing we
an | Holding up’ out halids 'for La
He doesin’t get any . and
qnly the honor of the place,,and ac
iy riéh can aﬁ'ord to, work for 1otk
T man oam)ot get
Grand "Mastor  of ' this Todg ‘$0
well i thiz recogiized. that v?ll:enJ
man of only moderate means redohes
up near the Grand' ater 8 rﬁ

is invariably sthached off on some e
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track, vylxere he must rest contént

with Honor#s' that cost less money to
maintain,”

Itis qmte evident “the maclnne” i

a promment feature in Mwom'y,

Emplre State as well as in the Prem-
ier Province. But happily there i
-every appeatance of'a desire to brésk

-away from old lines, and' when thie

break comes the oily sufferer will be
~—the machine!

by

ELEVENTH MASONIO DISYRIOE

The’ Annual report of R. W Bm.
J. Ross Robertaon; of '.l'oronio. 1) 4 li.
G M foﬂ;he Eleventh Masonio ]

triot, i m one “of the most remark
;ever made to our Grand Lodge or o
~any°other Masonic Grand Bidy:

Tt conikisté of upwa¥ds’of fourfedn
(7:5) cIosely pnnted pages. In &
dlhontozmportanto cxaldoeu’montfl.
it contains most complete reoordn &’
the status of the thirty-five loﬂgu i
his' metropoman district, t6 vlm'ﬁ

'he' miade seventy-eight’ vmta‘ o' ao-

complish which he trav iwo.

thousand. one hundred .and m
miles. . He' al'sohald dunng‘tlie yoir,

seven Distriot Todges of Instro
which™ ‘werd intended" ohidfly for tham
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benefit and guidance of Worshipful
Masters, Wardens and Deacons.

Tew D. D. G.M’s., however willing
or" zealous, can hope to equal, much
less surpass, the all but unparalleled
Iabors of R. W. Bro. Roberison, during
the past year. His laborious and sue-
cessful efforts, will bowever, be of
great value in stimulating other like
officials to greater zeal and assiduity
in the performance of their important
duties for the advanccment of the
best interests of the Craft within our
jurisdiction.

‘We fraternally proffer thrice hearty
thanks to the D.D. G. M. for the
Eleventh District, and give his report
in full in this issue for the benefit of
our readers.

DROWNED WHILE PERTORMING
HIS DUTY.

Our estecmed Bro. It. J. Salmon,
of Victoria, B. C., sends us the fol-
lowing interesting extract from the
Colonist, of 30th July:—

¢ Yesterday morning Capt. Dev-
ereaux received intimation that Drot-
chie ledge buoy was scttling. The
Douglas proceeded to the place to fina
out what was wrong. A boat was
Jowered from the steamer which con-
%ained the mate and four men includ-
ipg Thos. Strecton and Douglas
Booth. On reaching the buoy a rope
-was attached and those on the stcam-
er endeavored to right the buoy, which
was laying on the water at an angel of
45°. The men in the boat which was
attached tc the buoy assisted, and
when they had righted it to a certain
point a hole was discovered and bcfore
£bey conld do anything, the air cou-
%ained in the upper portion was ex-
pelled and filling with water the huge
s<guard against danger” plunged into
the depths of the sea carrying the
boat with it and the two men, Thomas
Sirecton and Douglas Booth. The
other men were picked up by a boat
which putboff from the steamer. Booth

sand Streeton were seen to rise once

—

and as their heads appeared heart-
rendering shouts were heaxrd, but only
for o moment as they sank beneath
the waves and werc scen no more.
The other men were picked up by the
relief boat. Capt. Devereaux sent to
Iisquimalt for grappling irons, and an
atlempt was made to recover the
bodics, but without avail, and after
scarching for several hours, the
steamer returned to port. Streeton
was well known in Vietoria, having
come here from his native place, Can-
terbury, Eng., about six yeaxrs ago as
a sailor on the ship Duke of Abercorn.
He was aged about 26 years, was sober
and industrions and a married man.
DBooth had only recently been dis-
charged from H. M. S. Cormorant,
having served honorably his ten years.
On Thursday night le joined the
Foresters Order, and although but a
short time in the city was well and
favorably kunown. The hole in the
buoy was caused by the Yosemite
striking it a few evenings ago. The
fact was reported to Capt. Lewis, who
examined the buoy and found it to all
appearances perfectly sound. A new
buoy was placed in position yesterday
afternoon, but it is said no further
attempt will be made to recover the
bodies, as the tide current runs about
three miles an liour at that point, and
it is possible they will be cast on the
beach by the tide.

. Douglas J. Booth had recently
affiliated with Victoria Columbia
Lodge. The Masons will try to re-
cover the body.

Tez Mexican Masonic press pro-
tests vigorously against the invasion

of Mexican ferritory by the (Frand
Orient of I'rance, and Patrie-Human-
ite Liodge is declared spurious.

———

Any one having Nos. 7, 8 and 9,

Vol. 11, of Tuae Crarrsuax, will con-
fer a favor by forwarding them to
Bro. E. B. Spileman, Tawas Cily, .
Mich., U.S. '
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BEPORT OF THE 1lth
MASONIC DISTRICT.

THE

It would be vain or my part to
point out to you the energy and zeal
R. W. Bro. J. Ross Robertson evinced
to promote the interest of Masoury in
the above district, as every right-
minded Brother must be fully aware
of that fact. Ihave no hesitation in
saying that the report is accurate in
every detail, and I sincerely hope that
the W. Master and officers of the re-
spective lodges in this distriet, as well
as those outside of it, will endeavor
o follow the instruclion given by the
distinguished Bro. during his official
visits.

I make bold to say that during my
connection with the Fraternity, and
as & humble member of this distriet,
have I ever read so efficient, so fear-
less a report of tho true state of the
affairs of the various lodges of which
the 11th Distriet is composed. I
therefore repeat, 100 much cannot be
said in praise of the distingnished
Brother in bis untiring efforts to dis-
charge the duties appertaining to the
high and exalted position of D. D.
D. M. of the 11th District.

With regard to therep vt of Sharon
Tiodge 97, of which I am a P. M., I
can only say that it affords me great
pleasure to read that the W. M. is
particularly eulogised as being a very
good worker in the vine-yard of the
Yord, not so however with the sub-
ordinate officers, who, according to
the R. W. Bro's. report, are not en-
dowed with the requisite “skill.”

There is, however, just one obser-
vation I beg leave to make; the R. W.
Bro. finishes his report of Sharon
Lodge, 97, by saying . that it was
greatly regretted that the W. M. ““had
not the co-operation of his members.”
As a member of the Lodge, I here
emphatically assert that I never ab-
sented myself from any meeting when
at home, and I have always performed
any duty assigned to me by the W. M.

however humble it may have been.

Might there not be some grievance
in connection with this sentence in
question? It is just possible for &
Master of a Masonic Lodge to alienate
the brethren, and by some means
make the lodge room untenable. A
Masier of a Masonic Lodge must
possess various qualities to gain the
love and esteem of the members of
his lodge. A gentleman he certainly
should be, exewplifying in private as
well as in public life, the walk and
languaga of such courteous and re-
fined demeanor.

It cannot be expected that a dis-
courteous man, one deficient of moral
and intellectual refinement, will have
the power to draw around him men
of intelligence. A Master should
neither be tyrannical nor arbitrary,
ever willing to listen with respeciful
attention to the humblest of his
brethren.

I maintain that want of courtesy
on the par’, of a Master towards the
inembers, more especially towards
the P. M.’s of hislodge whe» finding
themselves slighted, or pecliajs as in-
competent, that occasivnly teads to
disturb the harmony in a luligeroom.

I think that it 1s ine.mbens on
every Master to consalt tue P. M's. of
his lodge on matters of importance,
as their experieuce would often prove
beneficial. It is also very desirable
for the Master to make a distribution
of the work in the conferring of de-
grees, especially to his Wardens, to
give them an opportunity to prepare
themselves for those higher duties tor
which they have a right to look for-
ward, or asgign portions of the work to
some of the P. Ms. who would only
be too glad to perform it, which per-
haps will be far more agreeuble to
themselves and the members than
the calling of P. M’s. from sister
lodges, to do the work when they (his
P. Ms.) are willing and competent to
render any such service.

In conclusion I can only say tha$
a W. M. who will follow any of the
courses here suggested, will find no
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dxﬁonlty in preaervmg that harmony
90 essential in & Iodge room, and like-
wise seoure the hearty co-operal -1 af
the whole strength of his me...icrs,
and ab the end of his term a good
oonscience will arply repay .the
struggles which may have been en-
eountered during the term of his

office.
A. BORNGASSER.
Sharon, Aug. 1st, 1887.

“THE JUBILEE."

In view of the universal rejoicing
over the jubilee year of Her Most
Gracious Majesty the Queen of Great
Britain, &c., we would humbly offer a
suggestion to her son, the M. W.
Grand Master.

He is perfectly cognizant of the fact
ihat the harmony which should exist
in our Institution is marred by the
violation of the rights of the G. Lodge
of Quebee, in sustaining in their juris-
diction several Lodges holding al-
legiance to the G. Lodge of England

“Now oar suggestion is this: Our
Royal Brother could poar oil on the
iroubled waters by jusi simply for-
warding a request to these Liodges to
trgmsfer their allegiance to Quebec.
We do not agk him to order them, but
just prefer a sincere, earnest request.
‘We feel sure, if this were done, all the
trouble would vanish and peace would
reign, and bitterness be dispelied.

This would be a glorious achicve-
ment and a fitling ‘addition to the
pleasant memories of the Juilee Year.

Further, if our Royal brother should
favorably consider the above sugges-
tion, we would fraternally request ; that
he act independently of the brethern
who are, and bave been, his advisers
during the trouble, and especially
would we caution him against coun-
selling with {he Rev. Bro. Canon Por-
tal, who, in spite of his calling, has
done more o foment and foster the
trouble than all others put-together.

Even at the time when the grand
celebration was being held, to which
we have called attention, when, if

ever, all should have been. stnvmg"for
peace’ and harmony, this brother was
inciting to revolution against the
General Grand Chapter of the United
States of America. This being so, we
do not deem him a fit counsellor for
the M. W. G. Master of England. .
It is well known that the action. of
England in erecting what are called
«Mark Lodges,” on this Continent,
has merited and received the condem-
nation of the G. G. Chapter, and there
can be no doubt of the correctness of
the position of that Grand Body, and
yet this brother, in a letter written to
The Freemason, claims that if the
G. G. C. maintains its position it will
be proper for the prescribed Mark
Mesons to erect Lodges of their own.
Well, all we have to say on the mat-
ter is, justtry it. The Crafismen who
have built up the Holy Royal Arch
will not sit tamely by and see a por-
tion of their edific torn away and made
a distinet structure, under the banner
of England, or any other forelgn
power. The Rev. Canon may think
himself “a bigger 10an” than the Gen-
eral Grand Chapter, but if he comes to
a direct tilt with that body he will
meet the fate of the valiant nghtwho
attacked the wind-mill. The General
Grand Chapter has spoken, and it will
not recede ome iota.—The (Ohio)
Masonic Chronicle.

Geaxo Lopces. — As to their
rights, privileges and prerogatives, all
regular Grand Lodges of Freemasons
are Peers.

«Prorms.” — The Philadelphia
aud other American K. T. pilgrims,
under command of R. E. Sir Knigh$
Meyer, received a right royal rscep-
tion from the Fratres of York, and
from the officers and members of the
“Anglo-American” Lodge, London,
England. 'When “peace” is restored
it is proposed that there be a Masonie
«pilgrimage” from Canada to England
Scotiand and Ireland !!!
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IN B.C.

At the regular communication on

Mondsy nighit of Union Lodge, No.9,
few Westminister, B.C., Brother D.
Wilson, B.A., was presented with an
address and elegant gold watch and
chain, on the occasion of his leaving
the “Royal City” to enter upon his
pew duties as Imspector of Schools,
vegiding permantly in Victoria. The
.address was as follows:—

To Bro. D, Wilson, B.A4,, Junior.

Warden of Union Lodge, and Inspector
of Public Schools:—Having heard with
feelings of the deepest: regret. that you

are about to leave our city, we assure

you that were it not for the knowledge
of the fact that it is for your advance-
ment, we would feel the separation
keenly. Daring your residence
amongst us as a cmzen, a public offi-
.eer, and a Brother, we have found
you in every way worthy of our confi-

dence, respectand esteem. The great-

interest you have taken in Union
Xodge has notescaped our notice, and
we feel that to your skill, zeal and
ability, we are indebted for mnch val-
uable assistance. As a slight token of
our esteem and confidence, we ask
your acceptance of this gold watch
and chain, not for its intrinsic value,

but that in after years it may serveto

remind you of your sojourn in New
‘Westminister and association with the
members of Union Lodge. When you
. leave us, restassured you carry with
you our best wishes for your fature

prosperity, and when you are seated
m the oriental chair of your new vo-
cation, may you select from among
the fair danghters of B. C. one topre~
gide in the south who will be the
glory and beauty of your day, and
when the olive branches will have
grown up around you, may your home
be filled with “the oil of joy, the corn
of plenty and wine of refreshment,”
and when father time shall stand in
Ahe west to close your day may you

be ready fo obey the summons—fail-of
years and honprs—the result of q,,)yell
spent life, and ripe for immortality.

Bigned by J. 8. Clute, D. G. M; W.
A. Duncan, W. M,, and the other
officers and members of the Lodge.

Bro. Wilson feelingly expresse&hw
thanks to the brethren for the honor
done him and trusted he would always
merit the favor he had received at
fheir hands.

Thereafter speech-making was gen-
erally indulged in, each-brother testx
fying to Bro. Wilson’s many virtaee
and the general regret that he shonld
be obliged to leave New Westminister,
though gratified at his deserved pro-
motion.

The watch is a handsome Waltham
and bears the following inscription:
“Presented to D. Wilson by the breth-
ren of Union Lodge, No. 9, A. F. &
A. M., on his departure from New
Westminister, B.C., 1887.” A heavy
gold chain accompanies it, the whole
forming a most delightful present and
will no doubt long be cherished by
Bro. Wilcon for the sake of the kind
hearts, good-fellowship and earnesé
fecling which prompted it.—Daily
Colonist, July 29th, 1687.

In the United States there are now
69,847 Kniglits Templar.

N. J.—The annual session of the
Supreme Council of the Ancient and
Accepted Soottish Rite, for the

northern jurisdiction of the United
States, was held in the city of Provi-
dence, R.I., commencing on Tuesdsy,
September 20. Illusirious Brother

{ Murton, 33°, of Hamilton, well and

worthily represented thereat the
Supreme Council of the Rite for the
Dominion.
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A PRIVATE MEMBER'S DUTY.

This is a sabject abont which so
much has been written from time to
time that one can only bope at best
but to reiterate many of the ideas
that have long since grown familiar.

In the first place, it may be 1aken
for granted that no lodge can fairly
be gnccesstul unless the officers and
members are fully alive to their duty
and resvonsibilities. Maay Masons
evidently imagine that the whole re-
sponsibility of the lodge re<ts upon
the shouldersof the few of their nnm-
bers who occupy the chairs. Now,
while this in & measure may be true,
it cannot be denied that upon every
member rests a certain amount of
responsibility. No lodge can be
successful without active, intelligent,
painstaking officers, but a lodge may
sometimes pussess these essentials
without rising above mediocrity. Lt
the cflicers of a lodze be ever so effi-
clent, if they do not have tae ¢r-oper-
ation of the members, they cannot sue-
ceed to any great extent. And tlis
is one reason why we find so mavy
lodges in a weak, unhealthy state.
They have, perhaps, & large member-
ship, and still it is quite possible they
may have such a swall average
attendance ac to find difficully io get
ting 2 quornm. We have seen such
lodges where, notwithstanding the
atmost efforis of the cfficers, little or
10 headway was being made. Tnis
is one of the great drawbacks. Mem
bers get careless and indifferent, be
come 1rregular in their attendance,
and actually forget their night of
tmeeting. How can you expect a
dodge to prosper in that way. A can-
didate is initiated into a lodge, he is
$old of the excellent teachings, the
zoble precepts and grand truths that
areinculeated, and the many benefits
arising from the Order. Thisis all
very nice, very encouraging, and he

society. He attends regnlarly, he
gearcely misses a night for a while,
he lives up to our principles. In a
short time he finds out bow many
members belong and is more than
surprised to find that not more than
fifteen per cent. of them ever attend.
Now what a shock this must be to
him to find that amoug all the breth-
ren who have sabseribed their names
to the articles of our constitution, .
only such a few ever think it worth
while to atiend. Surely he mu-t feel
that our institutinn cannot be what it
was represented or more interest
would be taken in it by i:s members.
This being his impresxion, and yield-
ing to the iuf nee of their example,
it 1s not sarpri~ing tofiad he too soon
becomes irregulur in his attendance,
a2d we must confess that when we
look at the many droues that hover
as it were around the outside of our
bives, we arenot surprised that the
greater proportion of thosz regnlarly
astrndivg onr lodzes are raad: up of
the younger brethren. This is not
as it should be. If onr instilution
is (and we belicve it is) all that has
been said of it, why should we forget
the duiy we owe tn it in atiending
our regular commaunication.

We think if every M. M. would sit
down for a m~meat he would be able
to remember that there is some cer'ain
named distance, which, if beis w'thin,
he is expected to be present. OCan ib
be that he bas forgotten thac dis-
tance! Perhaps so, and if so, why
vot forget just as easily many.other
duties. .

It must be pocr enconragement in-
deed for the officers and a few of the
brethren to attend night after night
and find mapny who are within a
stone’s ihrow of the lodge-room re-
gularly conspicaous by their absence.
We do not know how to get over the
difficulty; we do not know any strong-
er motive that could prompt men to
be faithfal then what has already
been impressed on every DMaster

feels he has reason to be doubly | Mason in the course of the ceremony
gratefal for his admission into such a , that elevated them to the proud dis-
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tion of a Master Mason, and if

that has failed to remind them of

¢hoir duty, what farther can we say?
One thing we do know, and that is, no
zgge can ever reach its highest state

success until this evil is reotified,
and we do hope the Brethren will see
that they are not individually respon-
gible for the sickly attendance of our
regular commurications..

ORDERS OF. ARCHITECTURE.

There are ﬁve Orders, namely, the
Tnsogn, ori¢, Ionie, Corinthiay and
Oo gosxte The Tuscan and Com-
posxte are Roman; the Doric, Tonic
and . Gormthxan, are Greek. The
Tuscan is but & modification of the
Doric, and the Composite is a com-
‘Pbination of the Ionic and Corinthian.
Mhe three Greek Orders of Architse-
ture are the most highly esteemed
by reemasons. They are the
counterparts of the three earlier
Orders of the Egyptians and other
more-ancient nations.

The three symbolic pxllars of the
Tgmple of Solomov, were those .0of
wisdom, strength "and ‘béaaty, re-
spectively represented by -Solomon,
King of Israel, Hiram, King of Tyre,
‘nd Hiram A. B.

: These three‘lelars reprecented by
oolumns of the three Greek Orders
of Architecture, ‘symbollically sup.
pport every lodge of Freemasous. Tte
Jonic ¢olumn, which is that of wis-
dom, and its symbolic  officer, are
aituated in the eust; the Dorie col-
umn, strength, and its symbolic
officer are situated im*the west; and
‘the Corinthian, beauty, and its sym-
‘%\ﬁé officer are situated in the south.

e emblematic position of these col-
numns, doring the hours of labor and
refreshment, are well known to expert
oraftnmen.

“The, lessons in sllegoty, derivable | -

from: these symbols of architecture,
are of incalculable value to all Tem-

bmlders whose Supreme Grand

mniverse,

QUEBEQvs, GRAND MARKE. mn
OF BNGLAND,

Grand Ohspteu which have passed
resolutions forbidding all intergourse
with the Grand Mark - Liodge of Eng-
land, or with . English Mark Mssons.
~—fourteen, viz.:—

CGanada, District of Golumbm,
Florida, Illinois, Maine, Massachu-

getts, Mississippi. Nevada, Oregon,
Texas, Vermont, Virginia, Lou’isiana,
Minnesota. . .

Grand Chapters which have pa.ssetl
resolations that Mark Master Maéﬁhﬁ
holding certificates under Quebee
should be alone recogmzed—two,
viz.i— d

Connecticut, Iowa.

Grand Chapters which have pa.ssed
resolutions endorsing and upholdmg
Quebec’s action—ten, vig.: - .
Colorado, General Grand Chapﬂf" f
the United Statss,  Indiana, hii: :
Pennsylvania, South Caroling, Nor
gatolma Wxéoonsm, Nova S ua,

ok
‘Grapd Chiapters which have passed
resolutions requesting - the "Grand
Lodge of M. M. Masons of England
and Waléds to withdraw from Quabeo
térritory—seven, viz,:—

Arkanmq Deleware, Kentdoky,
Maryless, Nebraska, New Hampshlré,
Mlclug,an

Grand Chapters whmh have re- .
ferred the .ubjent to the General
Grand (;uapher—mrwen, vigo— 7

Alabama, Californis; Gecrgia, Kan-

sas, Missouri, New Jersey, New
York. ‘
Grand Chs; plers. ,wlnch ‘have re-
ferred the sabject to c¢ommittees, and
who have not as yet reported-one,
vig.i—

‘Rhods Islami‘

Grand; -Chapters not heard frog,-q—
three, ¥ig.:

Tennssses, West ergmm, W&!ﬁ

ington ‘Territory.
ter is the Great Arc]ntgct of the | .-

- [Foreign oorrespondonce ﬁnml.
Chapter of Quebee.] -

\s
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GENERAL MASONT0. RELTEF | oream gatin. The grooni was ablysop
ASSDOTATION. ported by Bro. Geo, Bassell,:J. sv"v!:

The second atiual meeting of the
+Géneral Magonic Relief Association
of the United States and Canads, will
bé held at Toronto, (Ont.,) on Wed-
nesday, the 28th of September next.

This association, during the brief
period of its existence, has been of in-
-calonlable benst to the Craft in the
United States aud in Canada by de-
tecting and exposing “tramps” and
other like Masonic imposters and
giving prompt and géneral informa-
tion of allsuch to Masonic Boards
of Relief and to Freemasons every-
where,

The Association will receive a
hearty fraternal welcome st 1ts forth-
-ooming second annual assembly at
Toronto, and we sincarely hope that
all Masonic Boards of Relief in the
Dominion will be represented thereat,
that many other leaders of the Craft
will also be present, and that there
will be a large increase of Canadian
membership. Of the officers, Bro.
Mariin Colling, of St. Louis, Mo., is
President, Bro. J. Ross Robertson, of
Toronto, is 2nd Vice-President, and
Bro. D. F. Pennington, M.D., of
Baltimore, Md., i8 Secretary.

Vicrorn, B.C., July 29, 1887.

To the Editor of CaNADIAN CBAATSMAN.

Last evening St. John’s Church
was filled with Masonic brethren,
their wives, families and friends, to
witness the marriage of W. Bro. John
Piercy, of the firm of T. B. Pearson
.& Co., to Miss Henrietta ., danghter
of Bro. Geo. Mesher, (St. John’s
Lodge, 1564, England). The bride
looked superb in slate colored silk and
was atiended by Miss Whittaker,
daughter of Bro. Wm. Whittaker, as
‘bridesmaid, and who was dressed in

‘Viotoria Columbia Liodgé. The mae-
riagé was celebifatéd by the Reév. B.
Jenus, and after the céremony the
‘register was signed by M. W. G. ML
Bro. Milne and by G. P. Masléts
Bros. Brown and Dalby. Bro. Piercy
has been a Mason but a few years,
during which {ime he has risen to the
highest positioni ih the gift of his
lodge, viz: that of Worshipfal Mast-
er; he is the 2nd Principul in the
Royal Arch Chapter, and was recen
appoianted G. S. D. at the 1ast Grand
Lodge Segsion. Quite a number of
very handsome presents were made
by the friends of the happy pair. The
members of his Lodge and Chapter
presented & unique wa'nut parlor
guile and an oil painiing of H.
M. 8. Triuamph, elaborately framed
and ornamented with Masopic em:
blems, on which the following in¢crip
tion was engraved: “Presented by the
Masonic Brethren of H. M. 8.
Triumph to W. M. Bro. John Pierey,
on the occasion of his marriage, July
28th, 1887.

Tae installation of officers of Bag-
tle Lodge, No. 38, G. R. M., Battle-
ford, N.-W.T., took place on the 1st
September, when the following wef)’o
installed:—W. M., W. Bro. George
Applegarth; 5. W., Bro. Hugh Rich-
ardeon; J. W., Bro. John Cotton;
8. D., Bro. J. F. Pritchard; J. D.,
Bro. H. Nash; Chaplain, Bro. T.
Clarke; Treasurer, Bro. J. Clinkskll;
Secretary, Bro. H. McClencghan;
with Bros. Sykes, Nash and T.
Clarke as  G. P. Commiitee. This
lodge is only one year old, and started
with seven members. It now has
thirty, with a capital of about $600-
1t has a complete set of furniture,
jewels, tools, &c.,.all new. Battle
Lodge has a bright career before if,
s may ba gathered from the recorfl
of the past year. We wish it the
mos} abandant success.
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C @& NG TO HER

At the recent meeting of the Grand
Chayiter, the following greeting was
sént to our beloved Queeni:—

BroceviLie. 15th July, 1887.
To Her Majesty the Queen.

Gtand Chapter of Royal Arch Mas-
ons of Canada, in aunnal convocation
assembled, send their réspectful and
loyal congratulations to your Majesty
on the successful celebration of your
jubilee year. Long may you reign
over a loyal, happy, contended and
Pprosperous people.

Rosert Henpry, JR.,
" Kingston, Grand Z.
Davio McMirran, !
Hamilton, Grand Scribe E.

To which the following has been
received:—
Office of the Governor-General's
Secretary, Canada.”
Orrawa, 16th August, 1887.
Se.—I am commanded by His
Exoellency the Governor-General, to
convey to you on behalf of the Grand
Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Can-
ads, the Queen’s thanks for the loyal
oongratulations contained in their
felegram. T have the honmor to be,
Sir, your obedient servant,
Cuantzs J. Jonzs,
For the Gov.-Gen. Sec.
The Grand Seribe, Grand Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons, Haniilton.

POSOPY

Masoxic ArsitraTion. — Inherent
and inalienable rights canuot be made
subjects of arbitration.

K. T. Peers.—H. R. H. the Prince
of Wales, Grand Master of Convent
General; the Grand Master of the
Grand Encampment, XK. T., U. 8. A.,
and the Grand Master of the Great
Priory K. T. f the Dominion of Can-
ads, are officially K, T. Peers.

THE NATURE OF
MASORBY. -

WHAT IT I8, AND WHAT IT I3 NOT.

BY GIFFORD HORACE GREELEY M’GREW.

THOUGHIS ON

‘When one considers the ideas that
still prevail in many quarters con-
oerning the nature of our Fraternity
and the ceremonies of initiation into
its mysteries, it would seem that a
plain though brief statement of what
Freemasonry is, might not be & use-
less task,

No doubt there are very many
people who seriously believe iu the .
reality of the traditional goat and his
various reputed gambolings, who-
have a firm conviction that every
candidate for Masonry is obliged to-
climb a greased pole, or, on failure
thereof, to feel the end of a hot poker
applied to his naked body, who can-
didly and honestly believe that every
Mason oarries with him, on some
part of his person, the peouliar
“brand” of the Imstitution. Then
there are others who, while not plac--
ing any reliance in these stories, yet
believe that they are but the exag-
gerations of what does really take
place. They are sure in their own
mindsthat some trick would be played
on them, if they should become can--
didates. In fact, I know of one man
(and no doubt many other similar-
instances might be adduced), who
entered a lodge with such feelings of
foreboding that-at almost every step
he would turn gquickly, as if to sur-
prise some one in the act of springing
upon him or striking him from be-
hind.

And so the misconceptions pass
through the-various gradations, from
the grossest and most superstitious
to the more refined, but just as erron-
eous, of the man who thinksthe whole
thing is a good joke and that every
Magon is asbamed to acknowledge-
how he has bgen sold, and so helps
to perpetuate the Institution in order
that he may get his xevenge. for the
outrage perpetrated upon himself by
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seeing some of his friends similarly
outraged. No man in hissenses can
for a moment think that such motives
could hold together so vast and far-
reaching a Brotherhood for the space
of nearly two centurles, if we go back
no farther in its history than the re-
vival of Masonry that took place in
London in 1717. In all other con-
cerns of lifs, men would employ a
differcnt mode of reasoming. Ifis
when they form opinions about Free-
masonry that they seem to leave their
common-sense behind them.

If T were to write of the origin of
Freemasenry, I should attempt to
show that it d~tes from & very remote
antiquity; that it was hoary with age
long before Solomon or his father
David ever drenmed of building a
Temple to the Most High God at
Jerusalem. DBut I am now to con-
sider ihe avtur. of the Institution,
and s¢ far as that purpose is concern-
ed, it matters Lut Litle whether its
origin can be traced back to the

arncient Egyptians or to more modern '
authors; whether it is as old as,

Eaypt's great pyramids and her un-

solved sphinx, or whzther it is mo’

older than thos2racd:rn monuments,
whiose meaning is well understood.
In this practical and busy age, it
matters little what may be the an-
figuity of o thing; th main question
13, Whotic 1t and what is it yood jor?
Every tub muast rest on its own
botion:, and Freczuasonry should form
no exceplion in this repard. For
myself, as I have alrexdy intimated, 1
believe Frezmazenyy it essential
aetuce 10 be as oll as civilized man,
and T farther believe {hat it will ever
be perpetuated as the oue great In-
stitution which meeis an urgent
dertand in every human soul.

But I must not dwell on this point;
I must address myself to answering
the question, What is T'reemasounry?
And in attempling to answer this
question, I shall at the same time try
to say what it is not.

First of all, it is not a proselyting
sooclety. It esks no man to become

a participant jaits mysteries. There
can be no act more un-Masonic than
for & Mason to ask & man to apply
for admission, or to offer any induce-
ments whatever for such an applioa-
tion. The first question asked of
every candidate is this: “Do you
seriously declare upon your honor,
before these witnesses, that, unbi-
| assed by friends, and uninfluenced by
!inercenary motives, you freely and
, voluntarily offer yourself a candidate
: for the mysteries of Masonry?” and
| the second is like unto it: Do you
. seriously declare upon your honor,
}before these witnesses, that you are
prompted to solicit the privileges of
. asonry by a favorable opinion con-
eeived of the Institution, a desire for
e ywledge, and a sincere wish to be
"serviceable to your fellow-creatur 2?”
Unequivoeal auswirs to these ques-
' tions must be given before the candi-
'date can approach even the thres-
+ hold of our mystic temple. Masonry,
.then, is a voluatary association of
men who profess to be actuated by a
desive {o help their fellow-creatures,
_rather than to be helped by them.
Freemasonry is nof g mutual in-
suranee company, with a few forms
‘and ceremonies attached to entice
“the outsider to its ranks, however
,useful such associations may be.
; Freemasoary is a charitable Institu-
, tion (sec 1st Corinthians, 13th chap-
i ter), an Institulion in which a man
does not pay in a certain amount of
; moagy, with the hope of getting back
“wore, It affords the most excellend
,opportunity for men of large hearts
I aud gvnerous impulses to do good to
. their fellow men without the hope of
;any other reward than that which
' comes from an approving conscience.
: It teaches and exemplifies that it is
| more blessed £o give than to receive.
i Love for others, self-abnegation, lack
of selfishness, is its grand ccrner-
stone. Freemasoury is not & benefik
agsociation which pays to sick or
disabled members a stated amount of
money weekly. But let it- not be
understood that Masonry makes no
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provision for those who are in want.
There is the most sacred duty resting
on every Mason in this wide world to
help & worthy Brother in need of
assistance. That 'is just where
Masonry differs from the beneficiary
societies. They pay so much a week
to every sick member, and so much
to the widow or family in case of his
death, no matter how littie either may
really need the amount, but Masonry
deals with each case on its own
merits, and pays money and renders
other assistance only where there is
2 real need.

Masonry is nul a system of grips,
passwords, and signs, by means of
which its members can recognize one
another aud elaim aid in time ~f need.
1f such were the case, 14 wonld seem

unworthy of perpetunation, however |

valuable these meuns of recoguition
are when they are joined with other
more useful information. And then
these ars by no weans arbitrary ox
selected at random; they are all
fraught with the deepest meaning.
All our secret medes of reeognition,
every article of dress and orpament
worn Ly mombers or officers, the
whole arracgement, form, furaiture,
and orauments of the lodge-room are
far from beiug aceidrnial; they are all
iuterded to teuch useful morallessons.
PFreemasonry is nob even a secreb
society in itbe striet seuse of that
term. Itis secret only with regard
to its wodes of recoguiiivn and its
forms of initiation. All its doctrines
aed prizciples ara as opea to the
public gaze as iLose of any cther
socicty wuatever.

Masonry is not a social “clad,
however piaiseworthy sach an organ-
ization may be. DBub Masonry is far
from forgetting our social wants.
How many of us have heard some
brother remark that Masonry is “‘a
good thing.” Just what does he
moan by ““a good thing?" Isit not
in many cases this, that Masonry
enables him to come into intimate
relations with those who would other-
wise perhaps remain forever strangers

to him? Is it not that Masonry
enables him to find, in whatever
obscure village of the civilized world,
a friend and & brother who will stretch
forth the hand of sympathy, and in
whqse heart will well up a flood of
tender emotion? That 18 to say, it is
the social side of Freemasonry thab
makes it *‘a good thing” in his eyes.
And this is no small thing. For my
part, I believe Masonry is “a good
thing” for many other and perhaps
better reasons, but I do not forgef,
and I would not have others forget,
that it is the great social society of
the world. It1s not enongh that we
are all human beings, children of the
: same Heavenly Father. Most of us
‘are not cosmopolitan enough to
allow this fact to make a stranger,
with perhaps anothker colored skin,
, seem our brother. We want some
; special bond; Freemasonry furnishes
. that bond and unites the countless
* multitudes of the good and true of all
! nations and all climes where civiliza-
tion has shed her benignant rays into
one band of Brotrers.

Masonry is not aggressive; she

wages no wars excepi azeinst intoler-
.‘ ance, bizotry, and ignorance, and
against these she uses no weapons
bat these of logic and reason. I'ree-
masonry is the enemy of wars and
- bloodshed; sheisthe greatharmonizer,
the Apo:tle of Peace among men.

I have already hinied at the fach
that Masonry gives instruction by
rmeans of symbols. This is pre-
, ewainently the case in the first three
' degrees, which are universally known
i as the Symbolic Degrees. What is
particularly true of these three
degrees is equally {rue, though per-
haps in less measure, of all Masonie
degrees. JIundeed, Masonry is a vast
systew of symbolism. Everything is
symbolic from the first degree to the
last. Tiegends having a more or less
real historic basis of fact are recited
to the neophyte, and by means of
these he i3 taught wise and useful
lessons for his guidance in life. If it
be objeoted that wise and usefal
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lessons may be 1t without gng
of the secrecy and mystery with
which we shroud our work, the reply
i8, that such is undoubtedly the case.
Freemasonry is only one of the
means instituted for™ the enlighten-
ment of mankind, but it is, neverthe-
1886, one of the best meana. yet dis-
covered. There is an element in
man’s very nature that longs for and
will be satisfied with nothing short of
just this mystery. It is that element
inman to which Freemasonryappeals,
and while man continues to have his
present nature, Freemasonry will
continue to have her mission. The
{ruth or the falsity of the legends we
teach is & matter of no consequence
whatever; their value as & medium
for conveying moral instruction is the
onIIy thing to be required of them.
conceive Freemasonry to be a
system of instruction which constant-
1y adapts itself to the ever-varying
wants of man, If it were not an in-
stitution that kept pace with the in-
tellectual and moral advancement of
the race, it wonld soon become obso-
lete and would be discarded as useless.
It has changed its outward form fo
guit its changed and ever-changing
surroundings, but the one particular
feature which has always remained
one and the same is its mode of im-
go‘n.lrsting instruction by means of sym-

Masonry is not a religion, yet “it
8’80 far interwoven with religion as
to lay us under obligations to pay
thatrational homage to Deity which at
once constitutes our duty and our
happiness.” Masonry is tolerant of
all religions, but partisan of none.
Bhe takes men of all nations, of all
colors, of all races, and of all xeligions,
and accepts them as her initiates,
Pprovided they have this one eimple
creed: “I believein God, and in the
soul’s immortality.” She questions
her children in no way about their
particular religious or political dog-
mas, With theseshe hasnoconcern.
She only asks that they have good

amoral characters and profess a belief

in a Supreme Power that rules heaven
and earth and in the immortality of
‘the divine part of man. The name
by which the injtiate designates this
‘Supreme Power.is of no moment so-
long as the name indicates the moral
raler of the universe. -And along
with his particular name for Deity,
he brings with him into the lodge:
that saored book which he has been
taught to regard as divinely inspired.
To the Mohammedan the Koran is as-
much one of the Great Lights im
Freemasonry as to the Christian the
New Testament, or to the Israelite-
the Old Testament. Either of these
books and the square and compasses:
form the three Great Lights to those-
who devoutly believe in them.

I close with a definition of Free-
masonry by our learned Brother
Albert Pike. It is no less beautiful
than frue. “Freemasonry is the sub-
jugation of the human that is in man,.
by the divine; the conquest of the
appetites and passions by the moral
sense and the reason; a continual
effort, struggle, and warfare of the
spiritual against the material and.
sensual.”—Liberal Freemason.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Geaxo Lobpges, &c. — The true
theory of Masonic Grand Lodge ex-
istence and interjurisdictional rxe-
lationship, is exclusive territorial

sovereign independence first, and in-
terjurisdictional federation by mutual
recognition and the interchange of
Grand Representatives, afterwards.

Exrrara.—In the August number of
Tee Orarrsman, last paragraph of
first editorial, change ‘‘visits” to evils;.
in that entitled “An Oblong Square,”

omit the whole of the line next to the
last; and in the artiele on ‘*Masonie.
Culture,” in the last paragraph,. omit
the words ‘his body in the unity of.™™
These errors were inexcusable.



