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TORONTO CANADA

; e Grandma Question

-and. The Hun ?

Or How to Make Em See Red and Wade

In---“*Answered.”

““Would you refuse to defend your
mother if an enemy  soldier struck
her???

This question has been asked of thou-
sands of comscientious objectors to mili-
tary service in England, and of paci-
fists all over the world. It is one of
the central preblems of wodern life.
In Britain it is kpown as“‘the Hun and
the grandmother’’ question.

Even military authorities have been
forced to admit that Quakers, pacifists
snd” radicals . who decline to use viol-
enco. in self-defence, have a certain
moral ‘case, whether théy got it from
the New Testament or from humanitar-
ian ideals. But can = man couscied-

use uoletmg in h'

u Tittle
hs-jmtms red and vndu in.  But:
when it-comes to appealing to his pity
for the weak to got himi to serve in

foteigne wars for complicated® political

and comwmercidl schemos =~ the ecase is
altered. :

**If 1-hiive a moral objection to tear-
ing off & man’s face with a piece of hot
metal hecause his Government has dig-
agreed with ming as to whether Aus-
trian or Russign-influcsice shall domin-
ate in the Blikner“)h‘”ﬂ” asks Mr.
Norman Angell in di this" quos-
tion f‘also stand ando “when somo
drunken savage attacks a childf’’

. From the point of view of militarists
it was no doubb ~despicable for the
Pinok, in 1905, t6 meet Russia’s bully-
ing by resistance instead of
stn,ding up "to be mowed down by Cos-

sacks and machine guns, but the faet..

remains that passive resistance baffled
the Russians. Had the Finms tried
violence, Russia conld m have beat-
ey them st that game by smothering
the ;Mh little mation with troops,

ma&huﬂf by her. cqurage

and children is not the object of war-
fare. The security of women and chil
dren is an inducement to get the aver-
age man to fight for those territorial
and commerecial prizés which are the
real object of modern warfare. This
appeal succeeds because, once the fight-
ing starts, womeén and childrén are, of
course, ip danger, and the average man,
who knows little or nothing about the
chicanery of foreign policy, coneeives it
his duty to ‘“see it through.’’

So the sbldier who enlisfs to defend
his women and children is used in cam-
paigus to thwart the territorial and
commercial ambitions of rival Govern-
ments.. ‘The recruiting poster harps on
“‘the Hum and the grandmother’’; the
Foreign Gmce keeps : bye on the riv:

Modern wars, says Mr. Angell; are not
fought from any need of protecting eiti-
zens from outrage. They are fought to
enforee political soversignty. And if
this war i, dindeed, a war for demo-
cracy, he asks; was it then for demo-
cracy that all the Earopean Powers
were- at drawn- daggers with one an-
other for the last thirfy yoars in Asia
Minor, in Ching, and in- Africa<or for
commercial expansion?

Personally, Mr. Angell does not be:
lieve in non-rosistance. But he objects
to the prétenso that such wars aré an-
dertaken to proteet- the grandmother
from the Hun. And“he further objeets
to making ‘“thé Hun and the grand-
mother argument a pretext for pérse
cuting men of military dge who are in-
telhgent enough tg know -that when a

*‘sacrifice for one’s «country”’ has to be
made oompu}sorv, it is open to sus
pxclon

When one of thego was aakod, by an
English tribunal, the usual question:

4 Would” you refuse to defend your'

mother?’’

ANw he n‘.rpiwd,‘ “but oversea mulc
is a0t my mother,’’
: UNCLE DUDL&Y

»

ity, should support the Soeialist party
as the only party that is organized to
abolish industrial slavery, the prolific
source of the frightful evils that afflict
the people

Classes and class rule and their at-
tendant progress and poverty, money
and misery, turmoil and strife, are in-
herent in the capitalist system. Sim-
ply because one set of men own the

“ tools with which wealth is produced,

while another set uses them there is an
irrepressible conflict on ‘the divisipn
of the produet.

The capitalist owns the tools he does
not use¢ and the worker uses the tools
he does not own.

The capitalist system is no longer
adapted to the needs of modern society.
It is outgrown and fefters the forces of
progress, Industrial and commercial
competition are largely of the past. The
handwriting blazes on the wall. Cen-
tralization and combination are the
modern forces in industrial and ecom-
mercial life. Competition is breaking
down and co-operation is supporting it.

The Socialist party is orgamized in
every state and-territory of the Ameri-
can Union. It members are filled with
enthusiasm and working with an en-
ergy born of the throb and thrill of
revolution, The party has a press anp
pm-tiug it that extends from sea to &m

.....

standpoint, the outlook of the Socialist
movement is full of promise.

It is the break of dawn upon’ the
horizon of human destiny, and it has
no limitations but the  walls .of . the
universe,

WE NEED THE YOUNG

“Prince Kropotkin.

“1f your heart ‘really beats in unison
with that of humanity if like a. true
poet you have an eéar’ for lifé then,
gazing out upon this sea of sorrow
whose tide sweeps up around you, face
to faee with -these people’ dying of

“hunger, in ‘the presence of these corpses

piled. up in the mines, and fhese muti-
lated bodies lying in heaps on-the barri-
cades, looking on these Tong  lines  of
exiles who are going to bury themselves
in ‘the snows of Siberia and in the
marshes of tropical islands; in full view
of this desperate battle which is being
fought, amid the eries of pain from the

conquered and the orgies of the victors,

of heroism iz confliet with cowardice,

of contemptible cutining—you cannot .
‘remain peutral; you will come and take
M-the side-of the oppressed because you

~know that the bcwtttul, the sublime,

“the spirit of life itself is on the side
~of those who !Igh.t for. light, for humsn '_‘
ity for;ustéce Gy

&

* collision.. Born in an age and country

Viewed to-day from any intelligent

. of the victory of the cause of freedom,

_stant can they know an

- you either to pnltgr

estly about what passes around him,
and diseards the sophisms whick his *
bourgeois education and the interested

views of those about him whisper in his

ear,

s
A IEIOMBLE OLLISION

John Sbuart Mill.

Mankind can hardly be too often re-
minded that there was once a man
named Socrates, between whom and the
legal authorities and public’ opinion of
his time, there took place gaeinora}«le

aboundifig in individual gréptriess, this
man hag been handed down to us by
these who best knew both hitn and the
age, as ‘the most virtuous man in it;
while we know him as the head and pro-
totype of all subsequent teachers of vir-
tue the source equally of the lofty in-
spiration of Plato ‘and: the judieious
utilitarianism of Aristotle, the two head
springs of ethical as of all other philos- =
osphy. This acknowledged master of ;
all the eminent thinkers who have sinee
lived--whaese fame, still gmlng‘ after

gods at all, Immonlity, in b‘ing, by
his- doctrines and instructions, a ‘‘ecor-
rupter of youth.”” Of theso eharges the
tribunal, there is every ground for be-.
lieving, honestly found him guilty, and ¥
condemned the man who probably of all
then born, had deserved best: of man-.
kind to be put to death as a ériminal

SOGIAL JUSTICE .

Vida D. Sudder,
Professor at Wellesley, Mass.
Deeper than' all theories, apart from
all discussion; the mighty instinet for'
social _justice shapes .the ‘hearts that
are ready to receive it. The personal
types thus ereated are the harbingers

The heralds” of freedom; they are ﬂ_ﬁb
its martyrs. The delicate vibrations of
their  eonsciousnes sthrill through the
larger social self which more- stolid
ple still xgnoi‘b and the pain
world - is: their own.. Not’

in art m thpught, in utnm, )

vxrtue, no ohoia of +
they born; the ﬁﬂdﬂl
‘whom' the néw m




CANNON I8 VIOLENT.

THEY USUALLY ARE

. Addressing the joint meeting that
was héld at Ste. Germaine, Lucien Can-
non said: ‘‘Hon. Mr. Sevigny is pre-
#enting himself as candidate with all
the patronage, all the influence, all the
. power of the Ottawa Government be-
. hind him. He comes here with money,
with liquor, with promises. He uses all
possible means to win. He has an army
of canvassers from all parts of the
eountry, he has speakers enough to be
heard at every crossroad and street
corner, He comes to buy the County
of Dorchester. I spoke this morning in
8t. Benjamin, and those who represent
me. thers told ‘me there was a ertain
canvasser’ going about from house to
house with a satchel, promising a post-
office.”’
®He also declared that agents of the
Conservative organization in St. Ben-
jamin  weregbuying home woven rugs
at $15 apieco, articles usually worth
about 50 cents. Cannon then dealt with
a charge made by 1’Evenement of Que-
bee, that a friend of Cannon’s had in-
. . sulted the Cure of St. Bernard. He
" read a letter from the Cure saying that
the article was a tissue of falsehoods.

It s almost superfluous to refer to
the. moral bankruptey of the,political
eddlers and o ‘nll_m.po'{ar as the truth

8 not yet percolated into the“place
where the thinking process is earried
on in the minds of some of our fellow-
toilers. ' Burely, if evidence is needed—
the above quotation should suffice, es-
pecially as coming from:one of them.
We see in the statement a eharacteristic
that has mow almost become a rudi:

There are few men so steeled to con-
ventional dishonesty that can refrain
from ‘telling the truth all the time, and
when they speak the truth it is not
from a pure motive, as the above quota-
tion fully emphasizes the presence of a
material objeet in view, it only serves
to show that men’s actions and moral
proclivities are circumstances of time,
condition, and place.

COALITION GOVERNMENT.

——

y Fads, Fancies and Dreams.
Fads, fancies and dreams are always
in order, ‘‘but government by re.preseu-
, tation has long been considered the
foundation of .that liberty for which
men are even mow laying down  their
lives.’’ Are we at home to sit by and
se¢ a fow drgamers abolish that for
which the boys at the front are fight-
ing? For the sad fact is always before
us that the ‘‘big business men’’ who
are to furnish us with ‘‘national gov-
ernment’’ could not he elected by a
vote of the common people of Canada.
Of course, the idealists have a remedy
“for all that. There are nearly a score
of vacancigs in the House of Commonsi
These seats could be handed out to the
“‘big’’ business men, both parties
. agreeing to let them go by acclamation.

how governing.really should be done.—
‘l\lognm, Toronto.

s e

‘l'lu swriter .of the before-mentioned
‘lqhtion needs no introduction to For-
ard readers; he is noted for the fixity
‘his ideas. A eoalition government
- mecessary - ‘in Canada, as the .

mecy mz';mm =l

(e o e

mentary ‘survival, § < “Trith Wl oute™

Then they ¢an go on and show us just”

Lo

‘poople'l' consent to the war in any

country? If the introduction  of a
coalition government without an elec-
tion( which is inferred from the above)
will underminé the foundation of our
liberty, for which men are laying down
their lives, then every belligerent gov-
ernment in Europe stands condemned as
the destroyer of the foundations of our
liberty.

WATCHERS OF THE STOCK

TICKER.

Cdnada’s banking and financial inter-
ests have enslaved themselves in the
process -of enslaving the railway man-
agers. The attitude of the banking and
financial interests may be inevitable,
and one of the veils inseparable from
the private ownership of railways.

Canada’s railway managers looked
at the business horizon of 1913-14 and
shrunk back from the awful thought of
the tale that the stock tickers would
tell in 1915-16-17.

Canada’s railway managers looked at
the future as a master mariner looks
at a gathering storm-cloud.

Canada’s railway managers, in fulfil-
ment of their duty as servanis of the
banking and financial interest and in
deference to their fears as watchers of
the stock ticker, were forced to shorten
sail.

If a committee of the Toronto City
Couneil had managed Canada’s railway
service with the present results that
bank and stock exchange management
have brought upon this country the al-
dermanic members of that committee
would be fleeing from the wrath of an
outraged publie.

e

Whas is tho. great causé of Canada’s”
railway ills?

Too much bank and to mueh stock
ticker.

A railway manager in Canada is the

gslave of the banks and the stock
market.
If operating costs stay down the

price of the railway stock stays up.

If operating costs go up the price of
the railway stock goes down.

If the price of the railway stock,
goes down-the railway manager’s salary
goes down or disappears altogether.

Keep both eyes on the stock ticker
is the lesson that the banking and finan-
cial interests of Canada \have taught
to the railway managers of Canada.—
Telegram, Toronto.

“Could anything be more conclusive
than this:. ‘‘The Banking Syndicates
Boss the Railways.’’ The Railway
Syndicate Bosses the Bankers,”” ¢‘And
They Jointly Boss the Public—for Pro-
fit.”” The service.end of the deal al-
ways gets the worker.

RECOGNITION!

A ecable from the Colonial Office to
the Duke of Devonshire announces that
the following Canadians have been hon-
ored by his Majesty:—

To the Peerage, as a Baron: Sir Hugh
Graham, of Montre#l.

To be Knight Commander of the Most
Distinguished Order of 8t. Michael and
8t..George: Albert Edward Kemp, Min-
ister of Militia; William Howard
Hearst, Premier of Ontario.:

+ To be Grand Commander of the Most

c Dmﬁag‘ishd Ordcr of St. Michael and
- 8t. George: cqtdn Bdward Martin,
Snporhmdent the Bﬂiha Doek

haonors podpomd from New Year’s are:

Grand Commander 8f. Michael and St.
George, Sir George Piddes, Permanent
Colonial Under-Secretary; Baronet Sir
Charles Wakefiéld ex-Lord Mayor of
London; Knights, ex-Sheriffs Touche
and Spead. All the latter three .are
well known in Canada as having recent.
ly joined in presenting the new mace
to the Canadian Honse of Commons at
Ottawa.’’ .

All trades unionists, labor men, and
socialists are requested to look over the
New Year’s list of honors and tell us
whieh is their knight” Our knighthood
was _conferred upon us by slavish tradi-
tion, and we are deeply concerned when
the knight will pass and the break of
dawn appear.

MURDER AND THE POPPIES,

The Crown Prince is reported to be
impressed with the beauties of nature:

“Just look at this field of poppies!
Is it not splendid? That is one of. the
miracles.of this war, that one’s’ joy in
the beauty of nature_amd of life be-
comes ever deeper the more one has
to see of the grey. It makes us feel
afresh the best value of life. Nobody
can understand that who has-not been
in the thick of it.’’

No doubt flowers will bloom wheat
will grow the sun will shine, and the
rain will fall during the war. But this
is neither consolation nor excuse for the
frightful destruction of human life, the
most precious of all life, to satisfy the
ambition of such men as the Crowy
Prince. Nature will do her best tg-heal
the wound, but dead men cannot be

brought back to life, nor shattered
limbs restored.
DECLARATION OF INDEPEND-

b 7%

By ;ngpr,soll.

The Deecldration of Independence is
the grandest; the-bravest, and the pro-
foundest political document that was
ever signed by the representatives of
a people. It is the embodiment of ph¥-
sical and moral courage, and of politi-
al wisdom,

1 say of physical courage because it
wag a declaration of war against -the
most powerful nation then on the globe;
a declaration of war by thirteen weak,
unorganized colonies, a declaration of
war by a few people, without military
stores, ~without - wealth, without
strength, against the most powerful
kingdom on the earth; a declaration of
war made ‘‘when the British navy—at
that day the mistress of every sea~—was
hovering along the coast of America,
looking after defenceless towns and vil-
lages to ravish and destroy.’”’ It was
made when thousands of English sol-
diérs were upon our soil, and when the
prinipal cities of America were in the
substantial possession of the enemy:

ThomasChurch, Mayor of Toroato,

stated the other day that hud it mot.

been for the Militia Act we shonld
have been under American domination.
We are afraid this statement will
grate upon the dslicnte seme of star-
worshippers.

It is not quite elear from a reading
of the daily piffle, if -his patriotic hair
stood on end at such a gruesome
thought, or whether he was merely in-

~ fluenced utilitarian motives. It is
whispered {in some quarton that the
Mayor ha ‘a bad fall when he was a

baby, gnd that evep now he hagsmental

- vigitations of a xoblh tro- a particular.

mdmom, the same nytteﬂm appar-
ition is of a pirthahrly dark-visaged
countenance and & eonmdaering dis-
poﬁtion. %iv

ing the const cities' otﬂlﬁ Lneﬂm At-
lantic seaboard? An 'admission of the
truth would probnbly ‘help some of our
mental defectives. to see through the -
Belgian hoax, and be better able to-ap-
preciate the sagacity ‘of our honourable
Mayor for keeping out of the mudholes,
especially being a loyal officer of the
QO B

To those more favored with the ca-
pacity of thinking, the incident merely
oceasioned a ‘‘tongue in the jowl,’’ and
a wink that speaks volumes. We pre-
sume any other form of physical ges-
ticulation might land them in durance
vile. It would be a dreadful eahmity
to wilfully sacrifice such , wendrous
«*Britis® liberty’’ on such a flimsy pre-
text. And, as well—it’s differént from
the other brands, you know?

OUR FREE-GOUNTRY =
" GOW - CHILDREN ™

Ohild Slavery in Australia.

sranennes

In spite of our boasted freedom, ‘‘Po
litical and- Industrial,’’ and the fact
that we have & real ‘‘Labor Party’’
that has done so much for the workers
6f this country (1), and so little for the
capitalist (?), we are still enslaving
the children. These childreh, who num-
ber thousands, are to-day robbed’ of
the bright days of childhood, slmply
because the masters can make profits
out of them. Many of them must be-
come breadwinners. p

The wages paid to many fathers of
these children are so small and insuffi-
cient to supply their bare animal needs
that they must send them -to work in .
factories, on farme and in the minés,
to augment their meagre earnings.

It -is quite true that there is & law
{so-called) on our ‘¢ Statute Book,”’ pro-
hibiting child labor: - But-so long as-we
"have ‘‘Child Labor,”’ it does but little
good -passing laws preventing this in-
iquity of ‘“Child Slavery!’’ There is a
Biblical phrase: ‘‘Suffer little children
to come unto Me.’’ The. capitalist _finds
that quite suitable to his needs, and is
not long in putting it ifito practice.

Child slavery on the farms in Aus-
tralia is a disgrace to our so-called
¢¢givilization.”” The children working
“on farms are called ‘“Cow-Children.”’

They are the farm-owner’s. own child-

ren in some cases, and are being ex-
ploited in order to grind profits out of

them, but in most cases they are State
children, secured under a pretext. that 3
they will be adopted, well cared for,
and wel educated. But in place of
school and playground, they are worked
many hours every day for a cocky far-
mer, These children are besotted, de-
spoiled and robbéd of their magnetic
~potency. The flowers of youth neyer:
bloom under such a state of slavery.

Then . we have the children in the
faetories. - These children may not: be
of . tender years, like.the ‘‘Cow-Child-
ren’’ on the dairy fazma, but they have
not reaehed the age of maturity, and:
must therefore be ‘termed children: -
These children, boys and girls, are be-
ing exploited and.degraded in the worst
L way. : W

I know girls, their ages from four- ~ =
teen to seventeen years, ‘‘working’’in &
ome of the leading. firms in Sydmey.
Their wages range from eight to gix-
teen shillings per week. And on so
small a sum, it is mpomblo to pay for
board aid lodging and keep. their per-
sonal appearance. up ' to the nhndsui
which the ‘‘masters’’ require and
which their own impulses dietate, When
these girls find that their paliry few'
““bob’’. m)l mm for hvh;g W’
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THE GREAT ~USH BY PATRICK
‘“The Great Push’’ referred to is the
drive at Loos and is a descriptive ac-
count of warfare and its horrors told
in the soldier’s own language, and will,
I have no doubt, make a hit with the
Canadian public. In the introduction
the writer (who, by the way, is a
stretcher-bearer) says: -

‘“The justice of a cause which en-
deavors to achieve its objeet by mur-
dering and maiming mankind is apt to
be -doubted by a man: who has come
through a bayonet.charge. The dead
lying on the fields seems to ask, ‘Why
has this ben done to us? Why have you
done it, brethefs? What purpose has
it served?’ The battle line is a secret
world, a world of curses. The guilty
seerecy of war is shrouded in lies and
shielded by blood-stained swords.’’

In the second chapter you get a gra-
phie deseription of war in its reality,
shorn of all the glitter that our daily
newspaper generally gives us. Here it
is> ‘A man came running along the
trench, stumbled into our shelter, and
sat down on a sand-bag. You’re the
London Irish?’’ he asked. ¢‘Stretcher
bearer,’’ I said. ‘Have you been out?’
‘My God! I have,” he answered. *Tisn’t
half a do; either. A shell comes over
and down I flops in the. trench. My
mate was standing on a parapet and
down he fell on top of me. God! ’twas-
n’t_half a squeeze. I thought I was
burst like a buhble. ‘“Get off, matey,’’
I yells, ‘““I’'m squeezed to death.’’
Squeezed to death! Them was my words.
But he didn’t move, and something
Warm and sloppy ran down my face. It
turned me sick . .
from under and had & look. .

He was ‘dead, and half his head was
blown away. . . . Your boys are
~eticking to the work out there; just
going on with the job as if nothing was
amiss. When is the whole damned thing
to come to a finish?’!

Chapter IV. gives us what the soldiers.

at the front are really thinking about
the busindss.

““ A big high explosive flew over our
heads and dropped over our heads in a
little hollowy where seven or eight fig-
ures in khaki lay prostrate, faces to
the ground., The shell burst and the
wounded and.dead rose slowly, into the
air to a height of six or seven yards

and dropped slowly again, looking for .

all tho world like puppets worked by
wires. * This, said’ the. postmen who ob-
served the jncident, ‘i a sdlution of a
question which diplemaey could not set-
tle, I-suppose. Th¢ last argument, of
kings-is a damned sorry buSiness.”’ -
All through the beok you get little
gems such as what is given below.

-~ “*Bill and T wore having ‘a discussion

a mom/en:t #go,”” said Pryer.” . . .
maintains that the Army is not an
¢ 8 Mtuthn #and that no mdn
i ujd join it. 'If be knew as much as
4 he knows now he wowuld never Have
come into it. (Page 200) '
Theh rem) thh--—- £l
““We have no Mieﬁfu lutrod for

« L wriggled -out

'wnﬂuthkeohinswtyfmtho
scene of action at Loos he hears an-
other wounded man in the same wagon
exclaim, ‘‘Thank God! Im out of the,
whole damn business . .‘_‘I “take
damn good care that I . . .’

It is a very remarkable book Full ot
excitement, amusement, and gross real-
ity, and should be widely read, as it is
one of the few books on the war that
should find a place in the Social Demo-
crat’s library.

J. M. C.

SOCIALIST BULLETS

Did you nnow that a popular writer
defined a pensioner as a ‘‘kept pa-
triot’'?

Socialism_will prolong human life by
abolishing poverty and eliminating all
worry. i

Lots of unionists pay their money for
a closed shop and then vote for an open

one. | ’

The railroads are being run on the
Malthusian theory that there are too
many people.

Lots of men who claim to be seeking
the truth would not know what to do
with it if they founad it.

/

Old party politicians think that when
they avoid a problem that, presto! that
problem is solved.

Mockery: The kind of freedom that
gives you the right to leave your master
and hunt for another.

We brought you the truth heretofore,

but the greater part of you abhorred
the truth.—The Koran.

Soicalism stands for a system under
which your purchasing power will be
equal to your produeing power.

Under Soiglism there will be no place
for Weary Willies who live by begging
or rich hoboes who live by interest and
rents.

Is there a single rung in the ladder
of progress that wasn’t constructed by
a ‘‘crank,’”’ a ‘‘fanpatic,”’ a ‘‘dream-
er,”’ or a visionary’’#

Under Socialism every ¢itizen will get
what is oming to him, and what is com-
ing to him will consist of what he has
earned by labor. N

Just because you_happen to believe
that momey Wwont bring happiness, it
doesn’t follow that 'poverty will in-
cubate the joy germs.

Under Soecialism it will' pay to run
railroads with care and use the safest
methods for the preservation of em:
ployes’ and passengers’ lives.

The Socialist pmky the only politi-
cal organization that x:s%ocu"es the col-
lective ownership and democratie man-
agement of the inéuuries.

Yelf were hungry;.
You are Imnpy,
You will be bhungry— .
If you don’t vote for' cBocig,lism.

T

T

g ’rimwmmorbenydumof
tho ‘world moming over' popaiitod a8
vately ow

IN GH%MANY

(Address by Herr Dittmann, Socialist
Deputy, delivered in the Reichstag.)

B

The object of the projected law re-
lating to the preventive prison (Schutz-
haft) is very accéptable to us; we will
co-operate with the -commission to ob-
tain an ordinary procedure in legal form
with an obligation of damage rights for
persons wronged. But one thing should’
be understood: this projected law gives
the character of a State institution to
a species of prison which is absolutely
illegal and which, in my opinion, is not
justified by any  military or political
necessity. It would be. preferable,
therefore, to be guided by our demand

and ‘to suppress all reference to the :

state of siege, ind with it the prevent-
ive imprisonment.

The preventive prison is to-day a
means of combating parties and individ-
uals who find themselves in political op-
position. As far back.as last May this
form of imprisonment had elready cre-
ated a veritable terror, and since then
the situation has only grown worse.
The Government has revived the laws
of execrable memory that preceded the
revolution of 1848, and those voted
against the Socialists; the system of
police denuciation and the regime of
spies are flourishing anew, and, as in
the days of the law against the SBocial-
ists, hide themselves under the mask of
the patriot and the savior of his coun-
try.

For years the authorities have kept
up these}}]nprisonments, which do not
rest onh any judicial basis. The safety
guaranteed by the laws has been shat-
tered; all protection of the laws has
been “abfogated, and, as if in derision,
this whole procedure has been dene-
minated one of. ‘‘security and protec-
tion.2* The more benignant this phrase
appears, the more does it conceal of
basenosa and villainy. -

A military chief of police openly de-
clared to an Alsatfan vietim of this
system: ‘‘In fact, more than one man
profits from this chance to get rid of a
good friend.”” Infamy and debauchery
at this moment are feasting in veritable
orgies (the speaker is called to order).
The vietims, defenseless, have to bear
everything; the denial of justice is
crushing them in a way unworthy of a

human being, and destroying their ma-—

terial resources and their family 1%3
And this terrible fate has.been imposed
upon them because no crimes punishable
by the laws can be proved against them
—in comparison with them criminals
are to be envied, For this situation, as
terrible from the moral as from the ma-
terial viewpoint, these gentlemen of the
Government appear not to have L] spark
of intelligence.
The Mehring Case Typical.

In the Mehring case Mr. Helfferich
nnwely said to ‘the Budget Commission:
‘It is, however, preferable that Mehr-
ing should be in the preventive prison
rather ‘that he should be at liberty and
be able to commit an aét for whieh he
would have to be pnﬂlbed ! Acgord-

ht to be nrcmd‘-h: M'tvprmve

. is why this man of more

gthe purpose of stifling their valid im-

mg to that logic everybody.in the world -

A

was arrested. How long will
fore even thoughts will ne
free from punishment in Ge:
Mehring is ‘one of our most
guished historians and authors. He
longs in the first rank of German
lectual life and is known far bey
the boundaries of Germauy. The
ment that it is learned abroad that sue
a man has been imprisoned ¢‘preven
iVely,? simply to eliminate him from
publie life, you need not be astonish
if both inside of Germany and outside
of it the German Government is held in
very low esteem. A Government must
be in a bad plight, indeed, to lock up
the brightest minds in the country for

pulses—that is the first reflection that -
will oecur to every onme upon hearing
such news,

The ‘Case of Mme, Luxemburg.

In the same fashion Mme, Dr. Rosa
Luxemburg has been in prison for long
months without the law’s being able to
ostablish the slightest misdeed against
her. 8he is in disfavor because of her
political views; men fear her intellee: ~
tual influence upen the laboring masses 1
and the creation of an energetic social-
istic opposition. That is why they have :
put her in prison, The Government
does not appear to know that by this
act it has aroused the deepest indigna-
tion of all the woman 8ocialists in Ger-
many—that it has given a blow of the
fist to the whole socialistic labor move-
ment in Germany by such arrests.

Neither does it appear to understand
the effect produced on other nations,
whether neutrals or enemies, Its mem.
bers ought to refleet that to fight
against & Government which imprisons
without reason some of the most wideﬂ ;
ly known members of the international
proletariat must . gppear a socialistic
duty, so_to speak, in France, Eng!lnd,
Italy, and Russia, hnd that by
- measures the German ﬁovefmm’
viving ameng its enemies the will t
prosecute the war. That is the M
such a policy of violence.

As for the treatment endured by the e
persans arrested, it is truly infamous ©
and revolting. In spite of his great =
age and his uncertain health, Mehring
has been kept for months in a migerable
hole; it is only in recent days that his
friends have succeeded in' having him
transferred to the infirmary of the Moa-
bit Prison. As for Mme, Luxemburg,
“about four weeks ago she was suddenly
sent for one evening when she was in
bed at the women’s prison in Barnim .
Street, and transferred to the police
station in Alexander Place. There lho
was locked in & small cell wheu on
prostitutes arrested in the street are or-
dinarily confined until they are brought
before the Judge. The cell has only half
the normal space.* ’

All visits to Mme. Lyxemburg uo for-
bidden; thé newspapers which she re-
ceived at Barnim Street havrbmm ;
en Away, and even the visits of '
" physician have been inmdkud.

food is abwlutely impossible
eat, s0 that she has had
meals brought in from the
and psy v;ry iur for | b
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C Case

(By J. McArthur Conner.
Lieut.Gen. Sir Sam Hughes, in the
Hbuse of Commons, recently came out
strongly in favor of the ‘‘ Militia Aet’’
“being put into force immediately. Is
. Bir Bam honest in his.contention or is it
an attempt to émbarrass the present
Administration, who, it is said, fears
that a revolution might reSult in the
putting of the act into force. At any
rabte, it is kmown that secret meetings
have been held in Toronto, and. to thod®
who are in touch with them it is said
that their object is to advoeate the ap- -
plication of the “‘Militia Aect,”’ note
from a patriotic motive, but to em-
barrass the Government, and finally get
8ir S8am into office again. But while in
office the General advocated universal
military training on the democratic
plan in Switzerland. Here is an ac-
ecount of how the military system is
used to help the working people. This
account appeared in the ‘‘British So-
cialist Magazine,”’ and was printed in
leaflet form and circulated-in Australia
by the laborites in their recent cam-
paign against further extension of the
conseription law:—

Switzerland is First in Employing the
Army Against Strikers—The Sol-
diers have been Used against Strik-
ers on Over Twenty Occasions.

In 1860 the Government of Vaud,
learning that a strike had just been
declared at Lausanne, recalled by tele-
graph a battalion that had left that
morning for a repetition course at- Mou-
don. Before re-entering Lausanne the
soldiers loaded their rifles and fixed
bayonets to re-establish the erder which
hiad mot been . disturbed.

In 1875, of July 17, a gtrike btoke
out st Goschunen, the 2,000 minors of
the Gothurd wishing to free themselves
from the necessity of provisioning
themselves in the depots of the man-
ager (company stores) :Qd demanding
an increase of wages and better condi-
tions and better ventilation of the work
place. The manager, Favre, offered the
Government of Uri 20,000 francs to get
the troops placed at his disposal. Thirty
soldiers were brought forward to pre:
vent strikers posing themselves before
the tunnel. The strikers not budging,
a heavy fire, without warnipg (report
of -Federal Commissary Hold)vwas open-
ed, killing three and wounding a dozen.
A fourth miner, father of six children,
Then Gosehenen was placed
Thirteen prisoners

soon died.
in a state of siege.
were eonveyed to Altorr; eighty min-
ors were dismissed. The Lausanne Ga-
zotte chanted ‘‘the heroism of the
htave soldiers of Uri,’’ while the Pat-
riotie Suisse praised the Government
for having ‘‘ with few men,-little trou-
ble, and little cost very promptly ended
this affair.”’ Little cost? Do these
Swiss democrats mean the four dead or
the 20,000 francs? .

1 190} there ogeurred-a mobxhzatwn
of two companies of infantry for the
Simplon strike. ‘‘Soldiers, the country
counts upon you;'’ said their chief of-
eor to the men; ‘‘here it is worse than
in time of war. Yon are to nse your
" rifles to defend those who wish to work
_ against the strikers.’’

In 1902, at Geneva, a levy of 3,500
_ infantry.and guides wore made to dis
~“solve peaceful demonstrations of strik-
- prs.. Five thousand troops from other
'w“ were brought out to aid the
masters. On the evening of October 9,
wen envﬂrv charges, the next
of strikers.

1904, at Lt Chaux-de-Fonds, we
: thn dﬂm army against. the
‘m révolvers hn-

gamst o

Conscnptlon

heroic bourgeois—an excuse was found
for the intervention of the army, for,
as The Imperial admitted, all was calm
before the. arrival of the troops. The
meeting together of two citizéns ‘was
dissolved by force of arms, 8trikers
were arrested without discussion. The
Tribune de Geneve was once interdicted
for having said that the soldiers ‘‘had
somewhat the aspect of caged animals,’’
An officer, in a tramway, striking his
loaded revolver on a benéh, said: ‘‘ That
is what we are going to give the macar-
onies (Italian masohs) to calm them.’’
Then the army was used to forbid
strikers singing in their own headquar-
ters. And, finally, it was used, on Aug:
4, to expel workmen 9n strike as ‘‘ peo-
ple with no visible means of subsist-
ence.’’ That is what Ed. Droz, State
Councillor of Neuchatel, honestly called
‘‘“maintaining order and tranquility in
the canton.’’

In 1906, brutalities were committed
by the soldiery against ftha Zurich
metal workers. On July 19 a whole re-
giment of infantry and asquadron of
cavalry were brought out, 85 officers, 2,-
533 soldiers, and 133 horses. There were
charges upon the people the same even-
ing, numbers of arrests, beating of
strikers with fists and sabre sheaths,
then eonveyance in
to barracks, where

their motor

ill-usage

ears
recom-
The case is particularly guot-
ed of two Italian workers who were
stripped naked, bound, placed
downward a table, and then
thrashed with whips for a long time by
officers. All this in the name of Helve-
tian and democratic liberty, needless to
say.

In_1907, patriotic repression at Hoch-
dorf, in the canton of Lucerne,

In 1907, mobilization of a battalion
for the tailors’ xtriko at St. Moritz
(Grisons).

menced.

face
upon

In 1907, a hundred soldiers hrouht
out against fifty striking eigar work-
ers at Yverdon (VaVud).

In 1907, yet again at the end ot
March, battalions 1, 4, 7, 8, 9, 103 of
Vaud infantry, a battalion of carabin-
eers, a battalion of recruits, squadrons
2 and 4 of cavalry, and a picket of
landsturm, were levied against the
strikers of Orbe, Vevey, Montreaux,
and Lausanne. At Orbe the soldiers
were ordered to take the oath, of ‘‘fir-
ing upon the strikers in ease of need.’’
Some thirty refused; they were ar-
rested. = At Vevey every soldier was
made to insert five cartridges in his
rifle, so that, in case of alarm, there
would be no time lost in massacring the
deinonstrators. 1t is, however, comfort-
ing to remember that in this working
class town, out of 35,000 men mobilized,
364 did not turn out. These were the
refractory ones, amongst them many
peasants. At Lausannt there were eav-
alry charges, with intense bratality un-
der the orders of the colonel, who was
a file manufacturer. Elsewhere at Ve-
vey, at the immense hotel of Montreaux
Palace, the employers, Nestle, offered
wine and chocolate to the soldiers, the
same as -during the genetral strike at
Geneva, in 1902, fair ladies came offer-
ipg drinks, cigars, and delicacies to the
brave defenders of ‘‘order.’’ It is al-
ways prudent to be on good terfs with
the watch-dogs. -In addition, at Koh-

ler’s, of Orbe—another colonel—at the ;

Perret. wooden shoe factory, and at

Nestle’s, the guthorities placed soldiers

in uniform at the disposal of the mas-
ters to do urgent work—i-eompulsory and
official black-legging. :

Touching amiability, is it not? A -
fine understanding between capital and
the army—the ‘ democratic’’ lrny par

excenuuec, let us nq; turm!

- the Swiss National Army, testify be-

nuary 1
Mm?hmpmtu !omorlxqt

fore the Benate on military affairs eou-
eernmg the working of compulsory ser-
vice in-Switzerland, declaring that it
wis impossible for & poor man to ever
become an officer, he said: >
‘“The payment of a recruit it about
ten ¢ents a day in the one period and
sixteen cents a day in the other; it-is
clear that no working man can afford
to be an officer. 'He finds it bad enough
to pay for underclothing, shoes, socks
and-laundry out of his wages, and his
family may have nothing from his earn-
ings for their own sapport. Switzerland

"makes no provision for the maintenance

of the destitute family of the sdldier,
exeept the ordinary recourse to charity.

“‘So the working class fills the ranks
and the ruling class has the contro] of
the army in ‘democratic’ Switzerland.
Cavalry regiments, which are used in
cases of strikes to put down the work-
ers, are made up of those men who can
afford to keep a horse for this purpose .
throughout the year. =Last September
a peaceful parade of the Young Peo-
ple’s Bocialist League was ridden down
by such a force—men, women and child-
ren trampled upon as though they were
dogs.

‘“When a_mill strike was called, the
troops from the farming district nearby
were called out by their officer, who
managed the mill, and the town wage-
wokers attempt to better their condi-~
tion was brutally suppressed. The army
of Switzerland has never been of any
other use than that—the use by the rich
to crush the labor movement. Swiss
soldiers have no more democratic treat-
ment at the hands of these middle-class
and upper-class officers than have Prus-
sian soldiers. If you protest at illtreat-
ment you go to the dungeon for three
In 1902 a-soldier committed sui-
cide as the result of this punishment.’’

days.

Such is .the universal military train-
ing of Switzerland that Sir Sam sup-
ports with such enthusiasni,

1--Democratic. Militarism by Aaron
H., Smith, Weekly l’cople Feb. 3, 1917.

2—The Publie, Feb. 2, 1917.

Note.—Sir Sam was \hmstm of Mili-
tia when soldiers were ordered out to
the striking miners at Nanaimo, B.C.

0o Free -Gouutry ‘Gow- Bhildren

(Contxm}ed from page Two)r&‘

kind that they have seen in shop win-
dow) fall vietim to the iniquity of
prostitution.

Now, I will go on to the mining in-
dustry. Mr. Willis, Secretary of the
Coal and Shale Workers’
stated in one of his speeches that bays
fourteen years of age are working nine
hours in the dark. I saw those beys in
the alleged eight-hour procession, and
I never saw a more stunted lot of chil-
dren in all my life. The spectators.look-
ing on took it as a big joke, but what
a tragedy! ‘These boys descend into
black holes called coal mines, and by
their labor help to make possible the
fireside of the - world,. while some of
their own loved ones shiver in the ¢old.
The c¢onditions under which these
‘“child slaves’’ toil and.despair and
perish are damnable.” The owners of
some of these mines think more of a
racehorse thhn a multitude of-/ehild
slaves,

Such conditions ofehildslavery are a

disgrace to a land like Australia. .

The only hope for the abolition 6f
*¢Child Slavery’’ in Australia and all
other countries in the world lies in the
_introduction of Sodialism. "

Socialism Will Remove the Evil.

The workers ‘themselves are the sav-

~iours of noc:ety,, and .they, and they

only, can usher in ‘the new state—the
state of “Socuhsm” where child slav-
erywdlbelthknxotthopcst,md

_lion “dollars.

Federation, .

nymx-m

Prosperity has the American quph
by the atomach!

As the grip of prosperity W’
people ery out in anguish, lest they die.
‘‘Help!’’ they ery, ‘‘Help! we are
starving 7 B

That seems most extraordinary, that
people in the grip of prosperity should
imagine that they are starving! Dur-
ing the month of December, 1916, the
United States exported-—shipped out of
the .country-=wheat; - blankets, shoes
and other things valued at half a bil-
During the same month
the factories, mines, mills, railroads,
warehouses and stores were busier than
they had been in years. They weze
fairly rushing to get wheat, blankets,
shoes and other things to ‘a place where
people might use them. They succeeded
too. The total number of things turned
out by the factories and carried by the
railroads was unusually great in De-
cember, 1916.

When the wheat, blankets, shoes and
other things were offgred for sale an
interesting thing happened. The sales-
men placed them on a shelf far out of
reach of many of the eagef customers.
That shélf is called high prices. It isa
movable shelf, and just now. it is mov-
ing up.

The Monthly Review for December,
1916, of the United States Bureau of
Labor Statisties notes that ‘‘each ar-
ticle for which prices are shown from
1912 to 1916 was higher on October 15,
1916, than on the same date of the four
years preceding. For all articles com-
bined the increase in price from October
15, 1912, to Oectober 15, 1916, was 21
per cent.

“‘From Qctober 135, 1915, to October
13, 1916, the price of tea and eoffec was
the same, and all other articles ad-
vanced from a fraction of 1 per ecent.
for rice to 75 per cent. for potatoes and
55 per cent. for beans. The increass in
the price of all articles combined from
Octobor 15, 1915, to. Octeber 15,v 1916,
was 16 per-cent.’’

‘“We cannot reach the high-price
shelf?’” protest the customers.

‘“And why not, ladies and gentle-’a\‘
ment?’’ qwgtion the accommodating
salesmen.

““We can reae only-the length of
our incomes,’’ sigh the eager custom-
ers; ‘‘wo are kept down frem the high‘
shelf by our small wages.’’

The customers are right. At least
some of them are, auwl the story of
their plight is very swell told in Bulle-
tin 76 of the United States Health
Bureau, in which an estimate appears
of the number of people in thé United
States who _live in ' poverty—that ‘is,
who have less family income than will
provide for physical health and seoeial
decency. There are, according to this
estimate, some six ‘million families—
thirty million people—in ‘the” United
States living in poverty. These are the
people who cannot reach the shelf éall-
ed high prices. / ! FR

Prosperity—the-stupid;. blind; unin-
telligent, balance-sheet variety of pros-
perity—is-throttling millions of pecple
in the United States. They cannot buy

utter, eggs, milk, flour, meat, because
§riocs have advanced more rapidly than
their wages. The necessities of life
aré on the high shelf and the would-be |
consumers a fus ‘below. i

Some ¢ contend that a mation'is -
prospeﬁms ‘when prices:are high. M
péople. usually have sometbing to- ull. %

_ They are in control now, and ‘‘on ae-

count_of the war’’. they are gouging
the American - pooplo as they have not

.heen gouged for years. And the people,

simple-minded and eonfiding, have lln
told that when the rush of
will permit the high shelf will }
rished ad Mmﬂ mﬂx ab

e
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The King can make a belted knight, -
A marquis, duke and o’ that.

But a honest man'’s
A man’s a man for o’ that.

aboon his might,

—Burns.

BRITISH LIBERTY AND INTERN-
MENT OF PACIFISTS.

Speaking in the House of Commons
on Tuesday last, Sir A. Bonar Law,
Chancellor of the Exchequer, stated, re-
ferring to the attitude  of pacifists:
‘4The pacifists should all be imprison-
ed:* Now we are informed that thiy’
measure will be carried into effect on
the first of March—after whieh sus-
picious ‘date .all lovers of peace will be
donucxled in Dartmouth Prison; to be-
* come associated with ~criminals and
murderers according to the law. It is
a strange travesty. of history that in
England the oft-quoted Yand of the free
and brave, that the freédom which has
given her\pre-eminence above all others
in now to be taken away from her peo-
ple. Freedom ¢f speech and press, the
gems of British democracy, are now to
be replaced by the censor and the press
gang. Liberty was ever a paradoxical
and elusive creature. Some of our peo-
ple are hunting this mirage upon un-
known battlefields, for which they wade
in blood clear up to their chins, while
their brothers at home rot in dungeons
vile xn quest of thé same golden talis-
man. P “
 The view 'presented by Mr. Law is

+w~met & new deviece to hasten progress,

but was ever the bulwark of reaction
sinee the days of the Patriarchs and the
Pharisees. “‘Justice on the. grail”>’

The. British semse of justice has be-
come so delled” by -the repetition of
l;ing senba, ‘“They are not as good as
‘we.’? “‘Our institutiors are superior to
~And our race of higher
' than ‘other common garden chy
- done its wm after yoars.of dapﬁ.

for expression, and diffegentiation in
blood, language, or geogrdphy can not
for ever overrule the cardinal princi-
ple of man’s relationship to his fellow-

Jman, whether he be a Greek, or Turk, or

.

“Prussian.

REFORMING THE UPPER HOUSE,

The house of ‘autéeracy  now? falls
within the gamut of - wartime reform.
It is due to the lethargic characteristics
of the Cénadian people that the gentle-
men of noble blood have such a useful

domestic duty to perform, which under

a higher concept of duty might have
been spared the purple brood. It is to
be hoped that they may be favored

with greater success in the reformation
than would otherwise have been attain-
ed if Henry had had this menial task
confirred upon him. ' Still, the situation
is not without hope, and such honored
and respected gentlemen will fortun-
ately have the precedent of Prince Ed-
ward Island to gnide them in their de-
liberations; it will be remembered that
the latter abolished themselves on mo-
tion. But we confidently anticipate that
mercenary considerations will _have
groater weight in Otitawa than on the
Atlantic seaboard, due to the intensive
industrialism with which it is associaf-
ed, and patronage consideratiotis 4o
which railway directors and coal barons
are closely  allied, and which exert
powerful influence over mens conduet,
although semewhat barren of moral sig-
nification. Tt is passing strange that
any old thing that has been tried and

~found wanting in Europe should take

vation, suffering, and heroic eamg-‘ .

had thought to have attained.

The mmourhwnj

mo, Nnﬂﬂm_m u

- energy of every man

mtex M to the housewives, who
see the winter supply fast dwindling
and no sign of a letwp, or the possibil
- iities of procuring more only at an ex-
tortionate price. Whether the shortage
is real, or purely of an artificial nature
amounting to & hold-up by the' coal
corporations for the sake of their much-
loved enhanced prices, is a debatable
question. But, whether feignéd or real,
it is about time to call the bluff of our
civie and national administrations, who
rant much about representation and are
so sluggish or unmindful of their trust
that a great amount of unnecessary suf-
fering is caused through their indolence
and covert” rapacity.

All the talk of running railways aud
producing coal for the poor dear public
is animated by a desire to exploit the
sentiment while moving  aseslowly as
possible 1n that direction. There is not
much need for second chambers, wheré
interest and profit are at stake.

And the capitalists may continue to
eat, drink and be merry, ‘‘their natural
habit,”" as long as the'man in the street
is prepared to suffer in silence, stead-
fastly relying upon the ruling class to
attend wo his bodily and mental ills,
The time has come to quit grumbling,
and do some hard thinking, and not a
litile kicking—the gentleman booted
and- spmared ride leisurely upon the
backs of  the toilers—‘‘and will
continue to .do so ‘until the workers
develop sufficient backbone as to sug-
gest a good riddanee to this cumbrous
load of human leeches’’ by pushing
them off,

B e ——

ABANTHOLOGY OF |
~ SOCILDEMOGRAGY

N.:B.--Thisie No. 8 of a seties of passages

: culled from the works of the world's greatest
sociological ‘writers.

In their final form these
articles will make a worth-while anthology of
Somd Democacy

 ——

A MONETARY NUISANGE

Money is of no real value whatever.
What can I do with it now? I cannot
pay & man engugh to make him change
hig real ‘opinions. The only real re-
source this country has now is the in-
telligence of our -people. They must
think right, they must know the true
principles on which to build a great,
strong nation. Theéy must hold firm to
the big, true things, ind realize—some
way they must be made to realize—that
they’ are practical, that ideals are the
only practical things in this world. It is
to everybody’s interest to do right. Not
in the next world, nor in a spiritual
way only, but in good, hard dollars-and-
cents business valué. Let’s be practi-
cal. Buppose we do prepare for warf,
Suppese we do take the energies of our
young men and spend them in training
for warf Our country needs the whole
in  produetive
work—werk that will make more food,
more clothing, better houses.. But stp-
pose Wwe turn that energy from real
uges; train-it to destroy, iustead of to
create? - Suppose we have half a mil-
lion young men ready to fight? What

weapons shall ‘we give them? Shall we -

give them mﬂ They will be out of

Mhmmﬂbnmﬁkkeagﬁ&m‘ date. Bhall we give them poisonous

; Mmﬂhuu;mushﬂnm-'
vent something even more horrible? As
zmuv.mamwm»hwu

mmm”»

' :top We cannot stop. I read

NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT

. whereas, the working ,du; of ¢

~be. consistent . with thod

we begin preparing rwﬁfw

no army as the army we have,
country should be invaded. Ye
have already spent millions on
army and that navy: Let us spend i
lions more, andmore millions, and more,
and still, unless we keep on spending
more than any other nation ean spend,
we might as well have no army or navy
at all. And yet there are people who
think that to begin such & course is
‘‘practical;’’ is good common sénse. I
tell you, the only real strength of &
nation is the spirit of its peeple  The
suly real, practical value in the world
is the spirit of the people of the world.
There were animals on the earth ages
ago who eould kill a hundred meén with
one sweep of a paw, but'they are gone,
and we survive. Why? Becanse men
have minds, because they wuse their
minds in doing useful things, making
food, and clothes, and shelters. -
HENRY FORD.

Notice to Locals.—We shall be glad
to publish each week beneath this head-
ing reports of the doings and activities
of any local. Copy sent in should be
written clearly on one side of the paper
only. Reports should be - brief - as
possible,

CORRESPONDENCE
HAMILTON,

‘“Why I am a Socialist’’ was the title
of the leeture given by Comrade Joseph
Stewart, Toronto, at our regular Sunday
afternoon meeting on ¥ebruary 18th.
It was indeed a finely feasoned and
finely " delivered - address,  just the sort
needed to set the-worker »ight in his
attitude to impending social industrial
changes. He very. strikingly pointed
out the ‘dangers the workers had
guard against in the introduction c‘
Bismarkian ' state capitalism, * under
which the working class would be as
effectually robbed as under direct pri-
vate ownership, and strikers would be
rogarded and treated as.mutineers. In
defining -the difference ~betweén  his
party, the 8. P. of N. A, and our own
Comrade’ Stewart quoted statements
made by 8. D. P. aspirants to publie of-
fice, which,/li§ elaimed, proved that they
did not fullf: reslize the nasure of tho
class struggle: - The good demand for
literature ‘was some indication of the
interest aroused by the addreoq.—:.l"zfA.

NIAGARA FALLS LOCAL NO. 80
CALLS FOR A REFEREN-
DUM FOR BOTH MEN K
AND WEALTH., = =
‘4 Whereas, The quuﬁm of prip-"

tion is at present greatly agitating the
minds of the Can people,

country are -always the . losers
no_matter who wins, and,

demoerutw country,




" Many people wonder why the Social-
_ ists do not manifest more enthusiasm
a8 individuals and as a party over the
* minor roform laws, “Why are Social-
ists 80 uncompromising, so revolution-
ary? Why do they not abandon their
goparate organizations and join with
others to secure better laws under capi-
talism? ‘Rome was not built in a day,’
and we must accomplish the reforma-
tion of the world by slow, short steps.”’

-Wherever they have a chance to do
80 without forfeiting their opportunity
to vote against the profit system itself,
the Socialists will generally be found
lining up with the forces of reform.
They furnished the big balance of
power to place Prohibition on the sta-
tute book of Finland; they supported
‘the (partial) Single Tax taw in Eng-
Mmad; they stand for Woman Suffrage,
Direet Legislation, Old Age Pensions,
Public wnership, and all Labor Reform
laws, wherever they can make their
power felt; but they never cease de-
manding the complete overthrow of the
Profit System as their ultimate goal,
because business for profit is ‘‘the sum
of all villainies,”’ the source of all
commercial crime, all political corrup-
tion and practically all human misery,
physical, mental and moral; and, there-
fore, no deep, general, permanent re-
form can come to relieve humanity ap-
preciably until the Profit System is
abolished. People cannot_ ‘‘reform’’
while they make their living by a erim-
inal system.

Profit making is robBery in method
and purpose; it deliberately aims to get
and must get more than it gives; and
out of our efforts to make profits flows
almost every other crime.

..-Christian Socialist

PROMINENT IRISH BISHOP EN-

DANGERS HIS LIBERTY.

‘“Tells the Truth’’ Rearding the War.

I think it is now universally admitted
that Belgium was not the sole reason

of our enfrance, as it will not be the.

gole reason of our continuance, in the
war; in a word, that it is really ‘‘Brit-
ish interests’’ that are at stake.

He writes: ‘‘ Then see the case of the
small nationalities on whose behalf
- ‘many people have believed that the war

is being waged.

“¢What good has it d¢une for them?
What part have they plged in it ex-
cept that of catspaws for the larger na-
tions that used them? Belgium delayed
the German advance for two weeks and
guy'e time to the English and French
armies to rally. For her pains she has
been conquered and ruined. Setrvia be-
gan the war by an atrocious crime, and
as reparation for it might weaken Rus-
sia’s aims in the Balkans, she was en-
couraged to resist. She, too, has play-
ed her temporarly role and has followed
in the wake of Belgium. Montenegro is
the next to go; and it would seem that
the great belligerent nations look to
themselves only, and use their weaker
ngghbors for their own purposes. This
war is not waged by any of the great
powers as a quixoti¢ enterprise for lofty
ideals. ‘‘Small nationalities’’ and other
such ‘sentimental ~pretexts are -good

enough for platform addresses to an im-

qimtive but uninformed people, but

they do not reveal the true inwardn

~of this war. All the belligerents hdv
‘had practical and substantial aims in
view. France wants her lost provinces
‘Alsace and Lorraine; Russia wants
Qlﬁnoph' England wants the un-
d supremacy of the sea and rid-
from German commercial rivalry;
: wants domination in the Balk-
au outht the Aegean; Italy
1 whatis called Ihlh

y waunts a co

—— G

for. the realization of ‘their respective
purposes.

‘‘They planned and schemed sojely
for the sake of power and material
ain. All the talk about righteousness
is simply the cloak for ambition, and
the worst. of it is, that some of the
belligerents have gone on repeating the
profession of-fheir disinterestedness un-
til they have come to believe it them-
selves.

¢“PTrath, and right, and justice, have
had very little to say to this war,
which is an outbreak of matefialism and
irreligion. The peoples did not want
this war; there is no hatred of one an-
other amongst them; but the govern-
ing cliques in each country have led or
driven them like sheep to the slaugh-
ter. God has been ignored; His law
has been put aside; Christianity is not
allowed to govern the relations of na-
tions. And now the retribution is on
them all. The fair dreams of victory
and expanded empire and increased
wealth and prosperity with which they
get out have to answer for its steward-
ship to its own people. If they knew as
much in July 1914 as they do now,
which of them would have plunged into
war? And probably if the war goes on
for another year they will curse the
cowardice which kept them from man-
fully facing the prob‘lem of peace, for
which. every principle of religion and
humanity, every interest, social, ma-
terial, and political, of their countries,
calls aloud.’’—The Irish Republic (Dr.
0. Dwyer, Bishop of Limerick. ‘

HON., MR. BLONDIN ACCUSED.

Easy to Dodge Conscription—Afiidavit

Says that Canada’s Postmaster-

" General Told Quebec Voters They
Could Easily Cross Border.

-Quebec, Jan. 26.—The first roorback
of the Dotchester bye-election has been
sprung at Ste. Germaine, Dorchester
County, where the Liberal organizers
announced that Hon. Mr. Blondin, who
is in charge of the Conservative or-
ganization at Ste. Rose, in the interests
of the Hon. Albert Sevigny, had been
guilty of uttering statements of dis-
loyalty in addressing meetings in the
Conservative committee rooms at Ste.
Rose.

The following affidavit, sworn before
a justice of thé peace, was produced in
support of the storyﬁ ‘“We, the under
signed, declare that we heard last, night
at Ste. Rose, the 24th day of January,
1917, the Hon, P. E. Blondin make the
followin declaration:—

_¢“Ag for the Allison scandal, and
others of thé same nature, let us con-
sider that if these thefts have taken
place they have no importaiice for the
pecple of Ste. Rose, because it was
English money that was stolen.’

“¢8peaking of the danger of conserip-
tion, Mr. Blondin declared that even if
conseription were put in foree, it would
mean litlle to tire people of Ste. Rose,
hecause they had only to get across the
frontier to get away. (Sjgned)‘Dorillc
Prevost, Walere Lamontagne.’’—To-
ronto Star.

B —

A MINISTER HITS OUT.

The Victoria Women’s Association
held .a most 8ycoessful luncheon yester:
day, when Rev. J. A. Macdonald spoke
on ‘“War and the Human Breed.’”

Dr. Maedonald maintained that war

' was not only foolish, expensive, and

cruel, but that it directly traverses that
plain law of evolution, the survxval of

the fittest.
. ““The call of war to the nations has
always been: ‘Send us the best ye
it lxui&. ‘“The best

TS

rvtum_ad maimed and unfit. They left
10 breed behind, The hlyh 1task of
fathering the nation’s children was left
to those who lacked the physical fitness
or the moral courage whi¢h was re-
quired.?’

To this wa.s traced the declmo of

-Rome, of Prance, of the South, of the

Highlands and now England, where the

and is degenerating physieally and
mentally with every'generation.

There will come a time, the doetor
declared, when"all this wasteful fool-
ishness, this racial course will not be

+ tolerated by an enlightened world.

RETURNED SOLDIERS

Editor of Forward: May I be per-
mitted to offer a suggestion on the
matter of the employment of returned
soldiers? Every day for some. weeks
returned soldiérs in uniform have been
peddli.g maps, song sheets, and solicit-
ing subseriptions for two Canadian jour-
nals through this section. This may be
right, and again may be wrong—just
depends on the viewpoint. Sufficient to
know that these men are left on the
mercy of the great general public for
maintenance in a manner that does not
reflect a creditable action on the gov-
ernment of the country. Each and
every one of these mer gave their little
bit at the call of the Government. Many-
have been broken in the service. They
are discharged from further service as
warriors. Now, the offices of the Gov-
ernment are choked ‘with young, able-
bodied men, drawing generous salaries,
enjoying a safe, comfortable existence,
and I ask is it a square deal that this
should be permitted when their jobs
can be handled very nicely by the men
who have answered tho call, and done
their bit? Further reer mtum has slump-
ed, conscription is asked for and de-
manded by ecertain sections of the com-
munity. If we are to have conseription
let us start off right. Clear out the
Government offices first, and make room
for returned soldiers. Conscript and
send to Europe the battalions of ‘eol-
onels, majors, captains, and licutenants,
also M. P.’s and M.P.P.’s. Conseript
the vast army of non-producers. Con-
script all dividends from publie utilities
and conseript every cent of profits on
war contracts. Conscript all the labor
from factories not assisting on muni-
tions. Go the whole hog at omce, and
get the-big job over. Money is needed
by the Government; let the Government
take it, and use it—use it without in-
terest charges—and let the Goveriiment
cofiseript the rent paid by tenants for
one month all over the”ecountry. This
will find both men and meuney for Gov-
ernment use, gn@ reach the sections that
are as yet untouched by the war.

LONG WAY AHEAD OF LLOYD
GEORGE.

We admire the‘temerity of the writer
of this pen pieture, whieh graphically
describes the treatment being handed
out to returned soldiers. In view of
the tnited determination of the allies
to alter the map of Eurdpe, the vendors
are taking advantage of the heroic—
unfit to do any other kind of work, for
the purpose of selling off their old map
sto¢k pending the premeditated changes
in European geography, which other-
wise might be a losing hazard. ~*

But to be informed of battalions of
colonels, *‘probably drawing big salar-
ies’’ with no. intention of doing the sol-
diers’ duty of dying for :}eir country,
appeals to us as being dhe depth of

‘ perfidy. With M.P.’s, Magistrates, par-
" sons, lawyers, ete., the si

is dif-
ferent. Probabl,y» our’ 4f_nend has not
considered the dire results that would

befall our comnmtry if law makers, law -

ulmimton, and the modern proae-

plewbuldnotdmtolpukmm
after the guardians of our liberty have
departed, and Rosedale reudcn«l would
go to rack and ruin as uninhabited
buildings. The hand of the mechanic

- would become the tool of his own de-
population is crowding together in citios ™ :

struction rather than the producer of
surplus values for our generous philan-
theophists. Surely, ‘‘Long Way Ahead
of Lloyd George’’ is not foolish enough
to imagine that the departure of such
grace and genius and the confiscation of
the generous employer’s wealth would
be permitted by the representatives of
the people and the guardians of our
liberty. ‘What would become of the sol- ~
dier-citizens if the junk shop was closed
and they eould no longer dispose of the
rewards of valour? And then who
would submit to be governed by house-
wives?

A PILL FOR PROFIT-MONGERS ‘‘TO
REDUCE THE COST OF LIVING."’

This country is now facing the enti-
cal question: How shall we reduce the
fabulous ¢ost of living? The writer
would suggest a bhill to Congress sub-
stantially as foliows

All goods shipped under the jurisdic-
tion of the Inter-State Commerce Com-
mission shall be invoiced at prices. gra-
duated accordmg to the following seale:

The priees prevailing on Janyary lat,
1917, shall serve as & bagisi— \ ]

One month following the passiige of
this bill, the prices shall be uniformly
reduced by at least 10 per cent.

Not later than July 1st, 1917, by at
least 20 per cent. -

Not later than January 1sty 191, by
at least 30 per cent. h

Not later than July 1st, 1918, by at
least 40 per cent.

Not later than January 1st, 1919, by
at least 50 per cent.

There shall be no reduction of wages
in any corporation thus affected

In any case, where a company or cor:
poration shall plead inability to con-
form to such law, that company or cor:
poration shall be declared in the hands
of a receiver. This receivérship shall
be exercised by the Inter-State Com-
merce Commission. The books shall be
examined and all information necessary
to explain the creation of prices, shall
be published. If it is shown that the
corporatwn can operate at a profit of 6
per cent. or more under the law, said
corporation may resume its business.
Otherwise, the Inter-State Commerce
Commission shall institute proceedings
to purchase for the United States Gov-
ernment all the stock of the business

concerned at a figure based upon actual

physical value of its equipment.

The average mind can trace the re:
sults of such a law. Retail prices must
neads drop in proportion to wholesale,
or each locality wonld’demand the rea-
son why. Immediate relief wounld ‘be
followed by steadily improving condi-
tions. - The way would be blazed to-
ward publiec ownership, - while Wall
Street would enjoy a monopoly. of wail-
ing. Congress might shy at such a bill .
at ﬁrst, but pepular aitation in every
stabe could make Congress obey the real
United States of America.—Rev. James
Ly Smilely i American Socialist.

I am not afraid to stand on my
retord,’’ yelled the old party spell:
binder. ‘‘Better keep on it,"” broke in
a hornydumded voter, ‘‘becuz if yer
ever moves off of it and the peoplo
mwhntxtuitmllbnsllaffwiﬂ
yerd'?

b
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OTHERS ARE THINKING

‘ : plnas from
Yo Wide-a-wake &)ntemporariea
THE SPIRIT OF THE NEW AGE. dressed men and women in the pews, -
—— si¥ who only glanced at them to shrink
The war in o has revealed the ' from them with disgust;

nherent evils of our presént social or-
der. Tt has been well said that the
t of every new era is hampered
by the oppositions of its predecessor.
It is the custom of every age to ex-
press itself in laws which it regards as
permanently binding on posterity. But
to-day the thoughts of men run coun-
ter to the hoary traditions and prece-
dents of bygoneé years. Humanity stands
on the threshold of a new order, in
which the extreme individualism of
early. Vietorian times no longer pre-
vails. The struggle for national exist-
ence has promoted unity of effort and
community of sentiment. Never again

ean the nation turn back without loath- -

ing to the mad competition and struggle
for individual existence that character-
ized pre-war industrialism. Economic
reconstruction;, when it comes must pro-
ceed upon less” individualitstie lines.
The fight with Germany has shown the
necessity of the national mobilibzation
of both labor and capital, with the State
as the predominant partner. What has
proved so successful in times of war
cannot be set aside as altogether im-
practicable in days of peace. The past
has been a selfish age. The brutalizing
doetrine of the survival of the fittest
must give place to the spew law—the
law of service to the neighbor and to
the community.—Toronto Globe.
B —

THE COLLECTION.

By Ernest Crosby.

I passed the plate in church.

There was little silver but the crisp
bank notes heaped themselves up high
before me;

And ever ag the pYe grew the plate
became warmer and warmer until it
burned m¥ fingers, and a smell of
scorching flesh rose from it, and I-per-
ceived that some of the notes were
beginning .to smoulder and curl, half-
browned at the edges.

And then I saw through the smoke
into the very substance of the money,
Zand I beheld what it really was;

I saw the stolen earnings of the poor,
the wide margins of wages pared down
_to starvationy

I saw the underpaid factory girl
eking out her living on the street, and
the overworked child, and the suicide of
the discharged miner;

I saw poisonous gases from great
manuafaetories spreadmg dlsease and
death;

I saw.despair and dradgery filling the
dram-shop;

I saw rents.screwed out of brother
man for permission te live on God’s
land;

I saw men. shut out from the booom
of ‘the -earth and begging for the poor
privilege to_ work in vain,. and becom-
ing tnnp a.nd paupers. and drunkards
and lunaties, andr crowding into alms-
houses, insane asylums and prisons;

. E.saw ignorance and vice and crime
growing rank in stifling, filthy slums;

I saw usury, springing from usury, -

iteelf born of vnjust monopoly and pur
chased laws and legalized violence;
I saw shoddy cloth and adulterated
1‘90& .and. lying" goods ot all  kinds,
_cheapening men and womon, Mvulgar—
izing the world; %

I saw hideousness_ extonding itself .

from ‘eoal mine and foundry over !orost
~and river'and field;

I saw ‘money W.from r.naw- e

I saw money worshipped as a god,
ald driven grudgingly from hoards so
great that it could not be missed, as
a bribe from superstition to a dis-
honest judge in the expectation of es-
caping hell;

I saw all this, and the plate burned
my fingers so that I had to hold it
first in one hard and then in the other;
and I was glad when the parson in his -
white robes took the smoking pile from

‘me on the chgncel steps and, turning-

about, lifted it up and ldy it on the
altar,

It was an oldme altar indeed, for
it’ bore a burnt offering of flesh and
blood—a sweat savor unto the Moloch
whom these people worship. with their
daily round of human sacrifices.

The shamgles are in the temple as
of yore, and the tables of the money-
changers waiting to be overturned.—
American Socialist.

Pope Leo XIII.

But all agree, and there ean be no
question whatever that some remedy
must be found, and quickly found, for
the misery and wretchedness which
press so heavily at this moment on the
large majority of the very poor.

By degrees it has come to pass that
workingmen have been given over, isol-
ated and defenceless, to the carelessness
of employers and the greed of unre-
stricted competition. Ang to
this must be added the custom of work-
ing by contraet, and the concentration
of 's0 many branches of trade in the
hands of a few individuals, so that a
small number of very rich men have
been ablé to lay upon thé masses of

the poor, a yoke little better than slav-
ery itself.

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT.
Somehow They Don’t Seem to Fit in
_ These Two Cases,

Winnipeg, Feb. 15.—~Hugh D. Lyons,
accountant- gf the Canadian Govern-
ment Immigration Department, who
was arrested in Stockton, Cal., and con-
fessed to the theft of $15,000, whieh he
lost in grain speculating, was given sus-
pended sentene to-day.

John Gordon, who stole a few sacks
of flour out of a freight car, was sen-
tenced to five years in penitentiary,—
Toronto Globe.

TO STOP EXODUS TO UNITED
STATES.

The Welland Branch of the Resources
Committee have forwarded the follow-
ing resolution to the National Bervice
Commission :

‘Whereas,. it is discovered that the,
town has lost upwards: of one hundred
and fifty eligibles, who have fled to the
nited States; therefors, be it resolved,.
that we bring this matter to the at-
tention of the National Service Com-
“mission, and urge, first, that effetive
meéasures be taken to stop this serious’
exodus by requiring each person leaving
the eountry to be provided with a pass-
port; second, that adequate penaltm
be provxded i :

eicty lNBviM into two 'plﬁl, of m
one is‘'elevated above society (Robert
Owen, for example).

The occurrence aimnltanaously of* a
change in conditions and human aetiv-
ity can only be comprehended ahd ra-
tionally understood as a revolutiona.ry
fact—Feuerbach.

YOUTHS RELBASED FOR ENLIST-
MENT.

The ‘Metal D:a.wing Company  dis-
charged 75 of their young men on Mon-
day that they might enlist for overseas
sorvice} most of the young men do not
take kindly to their discharge, but the
company feels that they should be in
khaki instead of making money from
the manufacture of munitions, A num-
ber of young men were previously dis-
charged from this factory for a like rea-
son.—St, Catharines Standard.

~ MANITOBAHS!

Dixon and Rigg in the Legislature
are the representatives of the common
people, and their appearance in the
House is & menace to the old party
politicians, as they stand head and
shoulders above the majority of the
members and consequently stand out
strong in progressive ideas. The use
of the patriotic flag-wavers to try and
belittle these men has no effect on the
workers except to make them more de-
termined to support these two repre-
sentatives, who speak for the masses
and not for the classes.

The Dixon Recall meeting held in the
Scott Memorial Hall was a “howhng
success. One paper stated that 2,000
attended, another 1,500, and still an-
other stated 800, while as a matter of
fact -if 400 eould be placed in the hall
it would be the limit. 8o you see, good
people, how much reliance you can place
on newspaper stuff, especially in regard
to Dixon, The meeting was certainly
loaded to handle any opponent to their
plans—*‘‘kick ‘em downstairs stunts’’
—very striking illustration of fair play.

Dixon’s Recall Bill is now before the
House, and if the bill passes into law
the father of the bill will be the first
ond’ to try it out—if the voters of Cen-
tre Winnipeg show that they want Mr.
Dixon to resign. Tt is safe to say that
if such comes to pass Dixon will be re-
gigned. It is safe to say that if such
comes to pass Dixon will be re-elected
by the real democratic forces, and this
will happen despite the efforts of;the
daily press to belittle this man, who is
a demoerat from the hair of his head to,
the soles of his feet. ‘‘The people first,
last and all the time, special privilege
to none,’’ is his motto.

The €anadian war voie for the com-
ing fiseal year is reported to be placed
at $500,000,000, or double the amount
voted- at the last session., This amount
is staggering when yon realizo that Ca-
nada has a population of a little over
7,000,000, The present means of finane-
ing the interest will have to undergo a
radical change to meet this debt.

The big milk ’com-pany says there is

no money in milk at 11 cents a quart, -
. while another- compny mto- there is

‘geod business profit at )9 ugtl a quart.
You ean :ead:ly see- the advantage of

competition in the above. Let one cor- -
poration coatrol tho_mi!t nppty M

ed in amolt viprou unpdp
purpose of securing the franchise.
have circulated throughout the pro
large numbers of petitions for
tures, many of which have been s
and eventnally will bo presented to the
Governmeut of Ontario.
In Rensas, out of 255 women m&e
datu for county offices, 151 weres elect-
Fifty-eight women were elected a8
county superjatendents” of schools,
thirty-ive as registrars of deeds,
twenty-five as elerks ‘of district courts,
five as county clerks, fifteen as county
treasurers, and two, probn,to judges.

Dr. Georgina Sweet, of Briabano, Aus-
tralia, has been appointed acting Pro-
fessor of Biology at the Melbourne Uni~"
versity, the first time a. woman has
been appointed professor in a Mel
bourne University, and probably the
first in Australia.

On November 2nd the Socialist De-
puty, Welte, put-down & motion for
the Grand Council of Basle (Bwitzer
land), inviting the Council of State
to consider the means of revising the
cantonal constitution so as to introduce
woman suffrage (thevvoto and eligibil- ;
ity). 3

The Grand Council of Berne has pass-
ed a law giving women the church vote:

In revenge it has rejected by a large s
majority on the first reading the pro- s,
posal of Socialist Deputy Munch to give
women the commercial vote. But this
question is to be voted on again in the
spring.

The Social Democrats in Berlin have -
proposed the admission of women to
municipal committees. The resolution
proposed by Barkowski was: The meets
ing requests the magistrate to
ward & prop upm as l::j&',;
whereby the election of womien to
mittoes in accordance with Section 30,
may be statutorily ddmitbed:  ¢‘Dg,
Woyl supported the resolution, and said:
We must have women in the Couneil
Chamber. If we can’t have them in
through the front door, they must come
in at the side door, but inside they
must comel Oberbugermeister Wer-
muth agreed to consider the resolution
in ‘@ committee. General opinion seems
in favor of extending women’s work in
local government,

The question of electoral reform has
been beforg the Dutch second chamber
for some months, and the Dutch suffrag-
ists have been busy. At the opening of
Parliament on  September 19th they
flocked . in thounndu to ““The Hague’’
and were seen in groups at gqvery
street cormer, distributing pamphlets:
When the Queen-arrived to deliver her
opening address, the women with
white and yellow ribbons were at
door of the House, and sinee the ﬁeeo;d
Chamber had a public, session, a
of women was posted at  the dmij ;
to the afternoon of N'bvmm e
, the debate on the enfranch
women onded. The existing i
adopmﬂ'in 1887, ﬁvm the frane
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e have on hand a few hundred low priced books
"dl‘lltly soiled, and rather than have them lying idle as
¢ deteriorating apitll. we have decided to sell them off at
- greatly reduced prices.
Books regularly sold at 5c. straight will go at.s sncri-
. fice in bundles of 0 for 40c. Bundles of 10 for 25¢.
Bundles can be procured with twenty different titles or a
number of the same title.
of 100 can be procured for $1.50.
“Don’t miss this o Klortunity tospread the light.”
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Womién and Socialism.

A Woman'’s Place.

Women and the Social Problem.

Science and Socialism.

The Origin of Private Fortunes.

The Socialist Party and the Working Class.
Rational Prohibition.

Intemperance and Poverty.

How IpAcq\ured My Millions.

10. The Parable of the Water Tank.

11.. Why a Working Man Should Be a Socialist.
12. The Confessions of a Drone.

13. The Issue.

14. Liberty.

15. Revolution.

16. Revolution Reunionism.

17. ‘Craft and Reunionism.

18, Why I Am a Socialist.

19. You Railroad Men.

20. Usefal Work Versus Useless Toil.

Order from Literature Department,

868 Spadina Ave., - Toronto
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BOOKS That Have Awakened the
Minds of Thousands !

Every active mind is stimulated by the newest in literature.
Here is a selection of the most recent publications from the
English and American Soclalist publishers. Pricesarethe lowest
oObtainable in Canada---no trguble over custom duty. Order

HISTORY OF CANADIAN WEALTH, 317 95
B¢,

WAR--WHAT FOR ? 6. Kirkpatriek, . . .
$1.00

The Changing Order (Triggs) . . . . . . .
The Principles of Scientific Socialism (Rev.C. H.Vail) 25¢.

Where You Get Off (J. M. Work) 10c. .
Sacialism for the Farmer (Ameringer) 10c.
The Genesis and Evolution of Slavery (Kingsley)  10c.

The Peril of Conscription (J. Bruce Glasier) . '. 5c.
Dreadnoughts and Dividends (P, Snowden, M.P.)  5e¢.
The Conscription of Wealth (R 1 Macdondld M.P) 5c

]. 5] A IN BR IDGE, Literature Agent

363 SPADINA AVE., Toronto.

To. thio. JNIOF: ~ERF su—-r ST

with much interest an lmelo appear-
ing in Sturday’s Herald hy Professor
Gustav Cassel, dealing *Gorwy’l
economic power  of _resistance. Bince,
however, little has been dissovered
by the exploring professor that was

not alroady known to almost every So-

cialist; it was his prophetic vision con-

tained in the last paragraph that ar-

rested my attention—the probability
of the economic ruination of each bel-
ligerefft cdiintry at about the same
speed and the consequent destruction
of Buropean civilization.

I suppose the title of professor still
continues to give the hall mark to in-
tellectual capacity; therefore I pre-
sume his opinion is worthy of ‘thought
being bestowed upon it by every pex-
son’” eapable of thinking; if his observa-
tions and message were not intended
to provoke thought; the alternative
suggests-—useles publication.

Now, Mf. Editor, I hope every reader
will betow the same amount of sin-
cere and honest thought upon my fol-
lowing remarks as myself- who shares
the world’s sorrows with common
humanity, before they pronounce the
hasty and ‘ever ready verdict—pro-
German! :

I am of the opinionmr the professor is
stating the truth of the situation in his
preditions, = therefore—whatever hap-
pens, from now on; whatever battles
may ba wone or lost, whatever valuable
ships may be sunk or property destroy-
ed; however many soldiers may be kill-
ed, wounded or takem prisoner, one
thing seems certain, that finally every-
‘thing must, end . twith mrmistice and
peace negotiations. - Then why' should
not peace negotiations begin now?

If it appears to all thinking ‘men

that nothing farther is to be gained

than endless spilling of blood-~then the
end becomes’ more bitter with every
passing day; urging us in the nameé of
humanity to break our silence and do
something, lest the very stones beneath
our feet cry out-for justice!

What judgment will future genera-
tions pass: upon us, as they read our
inglorious history? That we stood idly
by and allowed the powers that be; to
take the power from the hands of the
people and dig their spurs into a people
tired and weary of war, and canndt
longer conceal their love of peace.

Commen humanity, the eitizens of
the . working elass world, derived little
benefit from past wars of conquest;
establiskment of national honor, and
defence of national pride has meant
but little to them. The point- of the
world’s progress, to my ‘mind, is in-
vention, and, the discovéry of some-
thing that means more assistance and
more happiness to mankind. Here a
bold question suggests itsélf: Can the
military occupation of any provinee;
or the moving of a bopndary line con:
fer a greater bemefit to the “world’s
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Musicians Temﬂe,
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R.A. RIG6,M.P.P.

DEFENBS THE ’
Socialists’ Attitude on
National Service

IN THE MANITOBA LEGISLATURE -

Winnipeg Comrades publish a
verbatim report of this great speech
in pamphlet form.

Can be obtained from S.J. Rose;
260 Carlton Street, Winnipeg, in
bundles of 50 for $2.50.

Also at 8.-D.P. Literature Dept.,
3638 Spadina Ave., Toronto.

Tocals Please Note.

peoples than the invéntions of Thomas
Edison? ‘

Can-the -exploitation of a conquered
people by an organmization of greedy
manufacturers (and it mattérs not to
what nation they beleng) give as much
service to mankind as the inventions
of Mareoni? -Surely the past gnzes us
no precedent. :

Sinee, however,: the professional sol-
dier of every warring nation is dead
(the flower of the nation’s armies fell -
in the early days of conflict), there
fore ‘we cannot any-longer view: the
millions of dead as possible Na-
poleons, ~ Hindenburgs, or _ Kaisers.
Sinee it is our eivil -popula,tmn that
is being driven to the. cannon’s mouth
it must ‘hot be Tost sight of, that these
men were trained to fill useful oc-
cupations in a:peaceful community,
and the pessibility is, that amongst
every mother’s son, that goes to make
up the awful lists of dead, there may.
have been. found a benefactor in the
.shape of an_inventor or -a discoverér
of ways and means, to use the seem-
ingly mysterious forces of Nature to
the advantage of . nkmd., thus be
coming a pridejo ‘mmntrv

Who knows how many Shakespeares,
Newtons, Kauts, Goethes, ‘Tolstois, or

* Marxs have fallen amongst. the thous-
~ ands of British, ‘French, Gezman, Bel-

giam; Russian and Qammdmn xrauthu, »
whao to-day fill nanulesa graves?
Hence, if ‘1ewe&3h the .above hgkt,
Humanity as a whole has lost—and -
however great the gratification of pers

sonal vanity may appeal to rulers, ’ik"

cannot and will not replace that loss,
No humiliations inflieted ~upon th
emy can bring back our dogdr




