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The Crisis in Party Politics and the

Way Out.

That there ii a provincial and national criiia in party politici ii generally
recognized. The prople'i problem ii to Sid the caiue. with the object of inding
a lolution. h the defect in the characte and principles of democracy, or in an
unfair rcpretenUlion of democracy? Ii the influence in thoM character mould-
ing centrei. the Home and the Church, deteriorating, or ii national character
faUely mirrored in our legiilaturei and adminiitrative aicembliei? If "the hand
that rocki the cradle" ifoei "rule the world," why ihould there be a deiire for
the eitendon of the franchiie? If the "virtue, enence and ipiril" of any houM
of repretentativei coniiiU in being the 'eipreu image of the nation," why the
need of a referendum to correct our legiilation, or a Royal Commiuion to ex-
amine the doings of our representative bodies?"

TAe PtapU; Will and Iht Home

All poUtical parties agree in accepting the principle that "The will of the
people muji prevail," and there is also general agreement (whether for extraor-
dinary questions, the referendum be adopted or not) that in ordinary circum-
sUnces, and in modem times, a popularly elected Represenutive Auembly. stich
as our Canadian Provincial Parliamenu, is the necessary organ for carrying
mto effect the Will of the People. If any "House" be, for any reason, not
truly represenutive, legislation and the control of government ceases to be in
harmony with the Will of the People.

..
^"8'"'"'"""' i« replaced by an undemocratic and unrepresentative form

of cabmet control," and the "House" becomes merely an assembly for the
registration of decisions, arrived at without iu deliberative assistance. With
just aild fair representation, the more powerful the "House," and the more cer-
tam will it be of carrying into effect the popular demands. With unfair repre-
senUbon, the unchecked power of the "Commons" becomes dangerous to demo-
cracy, and self-government is reduced to an illusion. It is therefore plain that
ttie proper constitution of all legislative assemblies is of vital interest to true
democracy.

The Pretenl Electoral UelhoJt Defectne

The prevailing plan of electing Dominion and Provincial Parliaments, as
well as municipal and other councils is abnormally defective. The counties and
cities are cut into a number of arbitrary divisions called "constituencies" and
wards, m each of which, (with a few exceptions such as Vancouver or

Victoria, each of which has several representatives), a majority of voters elect
a member. E ectoral statistics, in this and other countries, have proven that this
system of single member constituencies does not give just and adequate repre-
sentation to all the elemenU of national life, and that for the following reasons:—

(1) The majorities and minorities on the legislative bodies are not in
proportion to the voting strength of the country. The minority in each con-
stituency IS disfranchised. Large minorities all over the counl-y have no repre-
smtative, e. g., the Unionists of Scotland; Conservatives in Alberta: and the
Liberals m British Columbia.

(2) In many districU pohtical life is dead, because one or other party has
no chance of electing representativea. A division in die patty supporters by



luimiilf two cudidalei kciuk Um dcfeal of Uia pirty, ud reiidm Um vota
uwffectivr Thii lucU Um elicton to look lo • loniattiiif convcntioa to control
IIm Kkclion of ondiditn. StkM internti which mk ipecial kgUUtion cu
thtt Kcrelljr contiol ihi Klection of cuididato. Tha imall r«q>. or owcliiBe
which eUccli tUt, cm kII iu iniucnce lo the ipeciil ialernt The afeal who
nukn the (JMl with the machine ii the "bou."

Under Ihil lyitem the indiriduil elector, who. on the whole, prefen hit
own parly to any other, but, who. aa timet and circumitancei change, leeki
motScatioiii in the party "creed," haa only the choice of a man for whom hii
political akecuon is, at beat, lukewa-m, or probably whoae policy he aclivaly
diihket. Thr elector may have voted againat Ihii particular candidaU in coo-
vcnuon. Thu we Ke that thia cUh of elector haa no tepreienUlive in Parlia-
ment Nor hat he any meant of uying that he endorici nine-tentht, or three-
toultht, or two-thirds of any particular programme. If it it pottible that this
can be done—and it it the object of thit article to prove that ihit it pottible
why thould not thit class of elector have all the liberty obuinable lor the fullest
eipression of hu political views? In thit real maUer of free franchise, there
should lurely be freedom. The onus of proof must necettarily fall upon diote
who afhrm that the curtailment of the elector't freedom it necettary, and it it
necettary for luch that they thould show just cause against any electoral system,
it luch can be found, that will give tStolute freedom to both voter and repre-
tenlative alike. The net retult of the pijent tylem it to increate, at the electors'
expense, the powers of thote who concern themtelvet more etpecially with the
organiztbon of parties. It it within thit power to force the people lo give atteni
to policiei whKh many electort may ttlongly ditapprove of, on pain of greater
evilt thould anything be done to thwart the workingt of the machine. The parly
manager can utually tecure the eiclution of any member who thowt too much
indqiendence by, at hat been pointed out, running a third candidate againtt

Condid'oni Afaiml Initpendmce

It is not to be wondered at that, under such conditioni, men whote co-
operation in public affairt would be of great value, abttain from "mixing ir.

l""" 1.

"Houte" it not open to men of new ideat and men who teek
to keep abreast of current opinion ; nen of high character who refute to be bound
to the acceptance of the "whole programme" of any poUtical party. The tii^ile
fact that a tmall margin of votet can give a quite ditproportionate effect to an
election encourages political corruption, and drivet from the lervice of the country
tome of our belt men. Again, a imall displacement of the boundaries of a con-
stituency may alter the pohtical represenution. This encourages gerrymander-
ing. A majcritu o/ the ekclorale hai no securilji. A mitwrils of Ihe vhole
bod}) of eltclon man were a mojorilj of uaU. This happens where one party
IS concentrated mainly in one part of the country, and its opponents are more
widely and evenly spread to at lo have tmall majoritiet in many places, though
actually a nnnonty of the whole electorate. Legislation it rendered unttable.
too rapid advance it followed by too violent reaction. Are lucA conditions
nccessoryP

Democrac}) Unfairt}) Oacrtdiltd

, ,
As .• «"'> of all this the principle of democracy is often charged widi

taults which are really the effecU of this defective electoral tyttem.

No Remtiy in On Second Ballot or Atlemtlhe Cole

Neither the tecond ballot, nor the alternative vote could remove the in-
heinil evils of die single member constituency system. On the contrary, this
method has additianal defects. It involves a struggle between two candidates



for tkt Mippert of third portjr, with which Mithn ogroM. This is boih i»-
menl ud iacoarcnitnt II is quitt immorftl to send a ntmbtr to Ptrlianient

to r^prosnt views which ht dots not hold, tnd to advocate principles with which
h« has no rtal sympathy. The sccoftd ballot was not popular in France and
Belgium. In Australia, the alternate vote involved a strugtlc of the Conscrva-
tivcs and Liberals to defeat the Laborites.

Proportional RtproMntalion V . Oif

Proportional r^resentation is the only method of curini these evils. It

dies Dot appeal to any one party, as a party measure, for iu aim is to do /uiiicc

to all sections and shades of opini<m. In the many countries (SwiUcrland, Bcl-

ffium, Swedes. Wurtcmburg. South Africa. Tasmania) where it is in operation,

it has given freedom and independence to both electors and representatives. It

has rendeml Icgislabon more stable and popularly acceptable. No country

which has eipcrienccd its benefits would dream of reverting ti the evils and
absurdities which are inseparable from any single member system.

What h It?

Proportional representation is the representab^n of all classes of citizens, on

elected bodies, such as councils, or legislative ass.imblies. in proportion to their

voting strength. For example: llie just representation for a constituency hav-

ing 70.000 electors, of whom 40,C00 are ConservLJve. 20.000 Liberals.

10.000 Laborites, tj not seven Conservative members, but 4 Conservatives, 2
Liberals, I Labor mem ^rs of Parliament

The Method of ProporUonal ReprtMentation

Bearing in mind the definition that "Proportional represcnir is the

representation of all classes of citizens on elected bodies, such as LOoiicils or

legislative assemblies. IN PROPORTION TO THEIR VOTING
STRENGTH," we now proceed to note the method by which this end may
be attained:

1. Unite existing constituencif-s into larger ones returning three or more
members each having regard to natural divisions af the country, such as large

towns, counties or parts of counties. Give each const ".•ncy so formed a num-
ber of men^rs pri^rtionate to its size, the total numtt.. of the House being

the same as at present or smaller. At a redistribution we do not alter the

boundaries of the constituency (rendering redistributitHi and gerrymandering un-

necessary), but change the representation only, and in proportion to the rise and
fall of its electorate. The return of many members (within each constituency)

makes it possible to give representatiun to more than one party.

2. Decide electicnts by a proporti<mal system, such as that known as the

Single Transferable Vote or the Hare Systeir of Proportional Representation.

The single vcte enables a coherent body of ele<. rs of a reasonable size to obtain

representation. Suppose that in a constituency which reVums six members,

15.000 electors go to the poll as in Vancouver. As each elector has only (me
vote, only 1 5,000 voips rnn be rnrnrded, and if a group consisting of 2,500 elec-

tors all vote for one and the same candidate, they can secure his return. For
only 12,500 electors remain, for whom not more than live other candidates can
each obtain 2.500 voten. If the liberal strength was 10,000 votes, they would
secure four groups of 2.500 each, or four seats, while the conservatives would
secure two groups of 2,500 each, or two seas. This would secure representa-

tion to Ijih parties. This is the form of proportional representation that is in

use in Japan. It requires efficient pe iy organization and a well-disciplined

electorate to prevent wasting the party's voting strength ei'Jwr by corcentration
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Iht ordtr of hi.
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The Relumitig Ogicer ascertain, the reralt of the election a. follow.:—

(1) He counu each ballot paper a. one vote lo the candidate marked
one Aereon. He aKertain. the number of vote, obtained by each candidate
aad the total number of vote..

(2) He atctrtain. the quota.

(3) He declare, tlected the candidate who ha> lecured the quota.
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in .ccorduce with the wishes of their supporters to the candidates indicated uMil preferences. This process is coitinued until the required number of candi-
<l.tes havmg each obtained the quol. have been declared elected, or the number
ot candidates not ehminated is reduced to the number of seats still v.cmI, in
which event llw c.ndid.lei neit not elimineted .re decUred elected. Il thus
.ppe.™ thjl the efect of Ihe vote beini nude trutfer.ble is to ensure lh.1 .11
p.nies or divisions of opinion received dieir fair share of represenUlion.

As ainady noted, die transferable vole enables the elector to indicate die
cudid.te of his second ud furdier choice to whom his vote cu be trMsferred.

I. When his 6nt choice hu more voles thu he requiies. or

, . f- ^'*? *''«' •" "'"• »<*" I""" been transfened the elector's lirsl
choice IS at die bottom of die poll.

The secrecy of die ballot it preserved, and yet the electors are allowed to
combine into groups of the necessary size or quote. If uiy body of elector*
contsms three such groups it will win three se.u. If a party contains only two
such groups It obtains two seals, and if il contains only one such group it obtains
one member, and no combination of putiet .t in Ihe tecond ballot, no bargaining
betwrai headquartert. no tkilful ordert to electort can pouibly prevent a num-
ber of electort m a constituency equal to the quote from obteining die representa-
tive of their choice.

r*ii IS iht peculiar mail of Ihe sjalem. Let popular feeling nm ever k
•irong. a frm and compocl minoril]) vho hate courage and coniiilencj to tlantf

logtlher. Kill get into the Houte ot monji representolfiiet of their o»n choice at
their oarn numbert entire thvn to hate.



An lUiuiralne EUction- Ott Advantagu of PnpertionBl

Repreienlation.

Thii illutt,.t)ve elecliM. ii heU over > coutitimcr whidi retunu fut mm-
ten of Ptrliunat. a4 il u unuwd thu the foUowtni Afoie tmdidala hm
been oomiBited. E«ch elector hu one truuferable vote.

BALLOT PAPER

Muk Older
of

Preference

in

•pua below

Names of Cuidid*t»

ASQUITH, The Ri. Hon. H. H.

1

BANBURY. Sir Frederick

CECIL LORD ROBERT

CHAMBERLAIN. The Rt. Hon. J. Au.ten

GEORGE, The Rt. Hon. D. Uoyd

HARCOURT. The Rt Hon. Lewii

LAW. the Rt. Hon. A. Bonu

MACIXJNALD. J. Rnrnwy

SNOWDEN. Philip

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS

Vote bjr placing the figure I opponte the name of the candidate Jioo Ul(t hat.
You are alw invited to place

The figure 2 opponte the name of your lecond cAoice.

The figure 3 opponte the name of your UW cfcoice. and w on. numbering a<
many candidate! a> you pleaM in the order of your preference.

Note.—The paper will be vaUd if only the figure 1 i. marked, but voter, are
adviMd to number in the order of their preference the names of all candi-
dalM whom they would dedre to tee elected. The paper will be moiled if
the figure I ii placed oppoiite the name of more than one candidate.
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EXPLANATION OF ELECTION RESULT
l«l Count

—

with Ihl^Urr "f"!?^ "^ bdio* jap.;, .ccordinj to the „.m«^M
Wlot .n which h.. n«« „ „ ™k«l The »«,ii i. Aow m d,. fo., coli^T
i^werfdnmenf 0/ Quofo

0/ fJS'i.ST?/*^^?" .V'"^ «1«,<1U01.. i.... the miramuH, namier

poM) by 6 (op. nK« dun the .unb« of «.t.) „d by .dJi,, | ,„ u,. ,„S

but only five cm obum u n«ny u 20. Th«. .» 6»e mcmbert to be tW^«d therefor. „y c«,did.te who obu™ 20 vole. n,». fo, . ce7!."n^ tiS
Eleclion of Mr. Bonar Lav

cou»i Ihu!!!.'"™* f*""
""" ''/''""

''n'"' ""^ '^•»'*''"' "l-o .t the first

SreJ1" ed.
" """ °' '"^ *''• ^'""" ^" *'» 5" •""" '™' »

2nd Counl. Tramla of Mr. Bonar La»'$ Surpliu—

v„. "'i^*.
hai received 30 vote, in excm of the quou. u>d thoe exM»

3!!Sr ?^''2:"'' "> -"di • w.y M to give effect to die withe, of d>oK whovoted for h,m To McerUn, d.«e wiJ.e.. all Mr. U«\ 50 paper, art rc^^
I^td J°follw,"" '° '"™ """*"' ""'* '*• *"" ^- """ «"»i^

^".'"^ lO'
Ceal

I c
Chamberlain

25

Mr.

SO ballot..

f^cT 'S"\^° "?' "'^h' '° "'"'•• I'^.-Sftl". Therefore hec«. .pare to Sff f. Bontnr, diree-Sfdi. of d>e 10 vote, on which U,e latter i.«cond preference, i.e. 6. Similarly he can .par. to iord Roierl Cecif diree-
litth. of the 15 vota on which he i. Kcond preference. i.e. 9. And la.tly he can
JP«. toUrCha^Mam diree-fifdi. of dK 25 vote, on which he ?.

."
ond p"f-wence. i.t 15. Six. nme and fifteen vote, are accordingly tran.ferred to Sir F.BonAni, to Lord R.4.r< Cecil and to Mr. ChamMj, respectively a. did

proper diare. m Mr. Law . nirpliu.

Eleclion of Mr. Chamkerlim—

tfie nu^/ h"*'
"
""JfT' J °.' "j- f^"';

"^'"•- "'• ChanJ^rUin attain,
the quoU. He 1. accordingly declared elected.

3rd Connt Tramftr of Mr. Haraurl't Vola

defe.^'^h.*" '^ "T """ ^L "•»•'"'«'• *' """"ing officer declare,defeated the candidate who 1. at die bottom of die poll, in dii. caw Mr HiHcourt The vote, recorded for Mr. Harcourt are nolw«.ed. H . balk, pa^^•re re^amined and -e vote. tr.„.fer,ed to d» candidate, named Sn^die neat choice of dioK who voted for Mr. Harcourt
*Ul Comt. Transfer of Mr. Snoadeni yoles—

Mr. Snowc'en i. now at die bottom of die poll. Hi. paper, when re-

c^rld r "",' *"'
•""'"T I""

"•""'«< *^'- Macdona'd^T thri n^choice, and the vo e. are accordingly tran.ferred to Mr. Macdonald. who h^mg now attained die quota, i. decUied elected.



ilh Counl. Trmttr •/ Ur. LhsJ Ceorfe'i fola—
Mr. Uojfd Georte ii now at the bottom o( the poll, ud hit npen whnr«»mi«l d«clo«d . neit choice for Mr. A«,«ith to whom d^^lt „

MiJTJhI^ t!'"^ -h^ri T"""
"o* «™™ but o,e K.t to beblled. It will be Ken thtl even if all Mr. A«|iuth'i nirpliu votee (5) fall lo B.n!

u r/'^niiSr^ 5l"^" "FT"'"™'
i». P'-Portion to iu .trenith ud Kcure.u rep. nutivet thoK cudiditei whom it moit prefen.

ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
Perty vote at ihown by

- "^ '"• preferencM Seato woo
Conaervativei 70 1 ,
Liberal

1 25 f
'^'»'

i 20
I

I

Advantttgts of Proportional Repreientalion

I.H
f'™PS^°»«' "Pre^x'^ho" wa» adopted by the Belgium Legi*.

r u .'

"i-Ar^n
^""*' «™*"' ''«''°"' •»« '»«•' held, and Count

Uoblet d AlvielU summarizes the results of the reform as follows:—
1. We have gained the consciousness that the groups of depu-

ties fairly represent the proportional forces of the respective parties.

2. We have secured for each party the absolute right lo choose
and return its own leaders.

3. We have introduced more sincerity into electoral platforms.

1- ,.
P?'''i<:aj life has never been more active. It has even reached

several distncta where there had been no contest for more than twenty

5. We have everywhere diminished party animosities, and all
parties are satisfied with the working of the system.

The Elector u freed. It widens his choice. Whenever the off-
cjM nominee is unacceptable, the electors can nominate a further can-
gdale without affecting adversely the representation of the party in
Parliament. His vote is always effecrive in building a group having
a leader as members. He votes for the candidates whose policy he
favours. No circumstances can prevent his vote counting. This frees
lum from the controlling influence of the caucus. All votes have one
value, even those of the minority, and no small sectional or financial
mterest can control the result, of an election. He votes intelligently
because he has to make « choice between leaders of public opinion.He 15 able to do justice to his principles of cirizenship in a iust. fairand effective way. He lakes more interest in voting.

assent of',krT!''M' " '""^-^ "' ''" "" '""8" '" «'"' *«

^.t ." " •^""'"'""S Committee. .0 long as he can secure
sufliaent support to form a group equal to the quota he is sure of being

11



returned. He no longer hu to Mlitfy all cluM< in hit conitituency in
order to command a majority. He no longer need fear to criticise, if

necesiary, the expenditure and adminittration of the executive, to long
ai he adheres to hit election promites—he it no longer a rubber ttamp.
He it free to vote on meaturea in accordance with hit own contcience,

and in accordance with the will of a whole conitituency or group of
votert that put him in, intlead of feeling obliged to placate a few voters
lulficient to turn the scale in hit ditlrict who may be a very imall but
active minority. He it no longer a priioner of the Big interettt through
the influence of the machine, nor of the imall telf-intereited group of
voters who have used the balance of power in a ciuse contest.

Public Opinion it repretented by its leadert in strict proportion
to iti voting strength. The majoritiet shall rule but ie minorities shall
be heard. Those new forces and stimuli which, in whatever class of
society they arise, are the real hope o. the future shall Acre easily and
naturally find representation.

"Every strain of opinion honestly entertained by any substantial

"body of his King's subjects shall there find expression and speech."

—

Asquith.

Each group shall be represented by the ablest and best men inde-

pendent of any caucus, machine, boss or whip, and shall continue to
support him on his decisions so long as they are the opinion of his
group. This will ensure more stability in our legislation and contin-
uity of service of our experienced legislators and civil officials.

The people having absolute power to choose and return their

own leaders. Democracy regains control of the Government, and the
House, being an exact image of the nation, (in all its -yorkings) would
hold the confidence and respect of the electorate, rendering extra par-
liamentary action (referendum) unnecessary. The House having sov-
ereign power, there would be no tendency to control of the executive.
The power of the political organization would be limited to that which
Igi'imately arises from organization.

PROGRESS OF PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION
Otlier countriea are moving towards its adoption. Tlie Hare System of

electioii tliall Ix tlie form of election for the House of Lord* when lliat body
become, elective. The Miuiicipal RepresenUtion Bill which paned both
houses of the Imperial Parliament in 1914 granU to municipalities of the old land
the pnvilege to uie this syitem in the election of their councillors. The growth of
the labour party within the House of Commons, and the creation of a new Second
Chamber by the fairer ivslem of election, caused the appointment of a Royal Com-
mittee of the House ol Commons to investigate proposed and tried forms of
election. It reported favor of the single transferable vote, but while granting
that the time would inevitably come when a change would be necessary, they
could not adopt it "new and here" until the people had acquainunce with iu
working, which the ntw Municipal Act was intended to supply. "It is infinitely
to the advantage of the House of Commons if it was to be a real reHection and
mirror of the national mind, thai there should be no strain of opinion honestly



uileruined by uy lubtUnlial body of At Kiiii'i lubjecU, which ihould not (nd
Ihcie repKMnUdoii and apcech."—Atquidi.

F'"" ""ibl in ihe Second Ballot a lolntion to their three^mered 6|ht
but found It only exagieraled the chaot in ihrit poUtical lituation. In 1914 both
chamhen paued a bill in favor of the Single Transferable Vote ai their future
form of elecUon. The Liberal party of Britidi Columbia and the Labour party
"' );""«°" "' committed to it. The platform committee of the Liberal party
of Canada have it under coniideration. Recent legiilation in New Zealand
provides for lU use in the municipal elections and in the election of the members
of the Legislative CouncU, which has hitherto been a nominated body. Australia,
under the able leadership of Miss Spence. is making strides toward the 6nal
adoption m these Sutes of proportional repiesentaUon as the form of election in
public hfe. The cities of Calgary and Ottawa have asked for legisUtion enab-
ling them to.usc it for the election of members of their councils.

The Irish Home Rule Bill provides for the election of the Irish Senate and
House of Commons by proportional repr'^ientation. In this connection it is a
notable fact that the commission appointed at the close of the American civil
war reported that had the minorities of the South and the minorities of the North
been represented m Congress there would have been no civil war. The present
system, by suppressing the represcsiUtion of the minorities, gives an exaggerated
apression of the prevaihng political tendencies of a district. For 30 years past
the mmontics m the North of Ireland, and the minorities of the South of Ireland
have been unrqireaented. The organizations of the minorities have ceased to
exist because there was no hope of '.i^ng representation. The reconcihng
torcM. too. those who sought to bring the North and South together, have equally
tailed to obtain representation. During the whole of this lofig period there has
eiuted a rigid political brick wall between the North and South in the British
House of Commons, and this has added materially to the dilSculties of states-
men in finding an amicable solution of the Irish question.

"Let all substantial bodies, be dicy Conscrvativea. Liberals. Laboiites,
Calhohcs or Orangemen, of the King's subjects, have just and proportionate
representation, there will then be no excuse for the idea that Ireland contains
no sober and responsible citiiens, or thai Scotland and Wales have hardly any
imiomsts

;
or that Ontario and the other provinces have no men in sympadiy with

the hrench Canadians: and Quebec no men who place the good of the Confed-
eration and Empire before any petty provincial advantage: or that there are no
impenahsb m the remote colonies who in sympathy with their imperial friends in
the old land, place the cementing of the empire before any petty colonial advan-
tage; or that diere are not in the central powers, patrioU who realize that the
succ' s of the international court far outweighs any petty national advantage.Who knows but that if proportional rerresenlation had been in force in Germany
and tngland lor 30 years past, and the forces making for friendly international
relations had been able to develop leadership, and to (nd continuous and effectual
expression witlim the parliaments of these countries, this great European conHict
might have been averted.

BRITISH COLUMBIA AFFAIRS AND PROPORTIONAL
REPRESENTATION

What shall be the influence of proportional representation in our municipal
and ptovmcial affairs? The adequate vote, or effective vote awakens new m-
teresl instead of apathy in political affairs in the best citizen, who places public
good before private advantage. He no longer need fear that by voting for a



cudidtte of hii choice he mifhl divide lh< puty'i ibeaith. hence he bo hMfei
looki (or (uiduice to > naiiiiiutiii( comniittee, which ii nibjecl to being mu.
ipuleled by the ipeciel interert throu|h his MenI the bou, who auka the detl
urith the nuchine or conHoUiiit interert in the Mleclinf convention. He cu now
give eipraiion to hi> Mnee of good citiienihip in u intelligent ud efeclive way.
The party' reprefenUtion ihall depend upon the number of groupi equal to the
quirta, which it can build up. The party who placet in iu liet the strongest
leaders (prohibilionisU) as candidates shall secure the greatest number of voles.
Leaders (lUletmen) of public opinion (reforms) shall he sought rather dun
politicians (opportunitu) dispensers of patronage. The electors' vote shall not
be rendered ineffective by the small self-seeking or corruptible group, who hitherto
hat controlled the balarce of power. The represenutive is free to concentrate
his attention and energies on the iuues on which he was returned. He gains
strength by educating the public lo his ideals; by free speech on the floor of the
house, rather than behind closed doors or in committee ; and by the more effective
and economic manner in which it carries them into eject—an eficient civil ser-
vice and economical administration.

The "whip" who represents the big interests in die selecting committee, and
the small corruptible interesu in the balance of power need no longer threaten
him with oblivion for a strong, energetic sUnd in sympathy with the opinions
of those who relumed him, or for criticising any questionable legislation or
administration. We shall have no more "rubber sumps." The tendency of
•'" 'yem to cause the selection and support as representatives of sutetmen
raUier than politicians, the necessity for the use by the people of such instrumen-
talities as the initiative and referendum and Royal Commissions will be greatly
lessened, if not removed. Each vote shall have jne value. The fair repre-
tenution of minorities shall secure the healthy controlling influence of the
* opposition."

In the municipalities, proportional repretenution shall provide a guarantee
uiat the resulu of our election will reflect the opinions of the citizens by the
ablett men in the district, and a reasonable probability of the re-election of tliose
counallors who have served their town well and who retain the conidence of a
couiderable section of the electors. A good councillor must know his work
and know it well. A batch of new councillors every year are helpless in the
hands of the permanent olBcials, who can often control the balance of power in
the many wards. Under present conditions, when to . irge a part of the municipal
work is the conduct of underukingt which have to oe managed with tome
continuity of direction, the need for keeping the personnel of our municipal
uuncils as stable as the electorate—neither more or lets—it etpecially urgenL
Siccets in one direction, fallowed by reaction in another, is faul in busineu
management Proportional representation provides the most favorable conditions
for the concentration of public attention upon truly municipal ittuei.

A PROOF-READING SERVICE AT WESTMINSTER REVIEW
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VIEWS OP THE "WESTIIINSTB^ REVIEW FROM VANCOUVER
DAILY PAPERS

"W«tininit*r Rtviaw" for Jun«

An article of great intereit, oti the aubject of the University of British
Columbia, the third in the series on the educational system of British Columbia,
by C. N. Haney, M.A., is the feature of the Westminster Review for June.
The trticle criticizes the attitude of the provincial government towards the
univ isity. The article is a severe indictment of the government's neglect of
the university. Other strong articles give the June number the vigorous char-
acter expected from such a magazine. Rev. R. G. MacBeth's "Notes and Com-
ments IS a department full of vitality and common sense. The editorial
articles are as usual readable and outspoken. As an expression of the cul-

'u" •S'l*''*
community this little magazine is deserving of attention, and

should be read by everyone. Other articles in the current number are "The
Great Discovery, by Rev. W. H. Bridge, of Cranbroolt, and Western Canadian
church notes, by Rev. G. R. Welch. Rev. A. E. Roberts, Archdeacon Heath-
cote and Rev. J. Richmond Craig. The magazine is independent in politics.—
The Sun.

"Wcstminater Review.**

Tribute to the late Lord Kitchener from several pens, a second instalment

*M*
article describing the system of proportional voting, a method designed

to allow of all groups of citizens securing political representation in the ratio
of their numerical strength, and an article by the Rev. W. H. Bridge of Cran-
brook, constitute the chief features of the "Westminster Review" for JuneA leading place is assigned to Mr. C. N Haney's survey of the educational sys-
tem of the province. His latest instalment deals with the provincial university
and criticises more or less adversely what he regards as a failure on the part
of the promoters to realize the plans originally formulated and fulfil the aspir-

',i!.°"'J"'''' expressed for the weal of the institution. Mr. Bridge's paper:

J, 5". Discovery," is a reassertion of the place that Christianity should
hll in ordering the communal social and economic life of the nation according
to Its moral tenets, the "discovery" being, in fact, a "realization of the social
and economic implications of Chnstianty." Addtional contributions have been
secured and the chatty budgets of news they supply are an increased attraction
to the magazine, which maintains its well known standard of bright readable-
ness throughout.—The "News-Advertiser."

AN INTERESTING NUMBER
Social-Political DiicuHiou in tho "Wntminattr Review."

The latest issue of the "Westminjter Review" provides twenty-eight pages
of reading matter bearing upon social, educational and relicious affairs. Under
the title The Crisis in Party Politics and the Way Out," the method of
proportonal representation" is clearly set forth. The third of a series of

articles on the educational system of British Columbia deals with the British
(.olumbia University and contains many comments and suggestions likely toprovoke discussion. '

..n
'" 'fn '5't',°",°'

"Western Canadian Church Notes" the expansion of the
Reviews field throughout Western Canada is shown by the inclusion of

contributions from the interior, the writer being Rev. W. H. Bridge, rector
of Cranbrook. The same contributor is responsible for a short article, "The
Oreat Discovery, which is sure to stir thought concerning the attitude of the
(christian Church to social questions.

..
The editorial pages contain references to "Kitchener" "A Notable Addi-

tion to Western Church Life," "Kitchener Memorial Service" and other timely
topics, and a questitin is raised with readers of the "Review" as to the name
Westininster/ Other contents include 'The Children's Page" and Rev.

K. t*. MacBeth a Notes and Comments" on current events.-The "Province."
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"TVPOORAPHICAL EKKOM"—AND OTHERS

At a certain notable gathering some months ago, it might have heen

observed that the beautifully designed and beribboned programme "»'»"-

red by a typographical error, the word unflinching being printed tor

unflinchingly" in the vers, from the Canadian Dominion Anrtiem

:

"At Britain's aide, whate'er betide. unninchingW waTl •—<*
.

The same error was made on a big club card shortly before. Some weeks

ago he Suetin of a certain Vancouver church contained an arniouucement

that the subject to be considered at a certam meeting was: The IM-

MORALITY of the Soul."
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