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G0D IN THE SEASONS;
or, fow o reap the blessingas of the Covenant made with Nosh.

BY REV, DR, WILLIS, TORONTO.

Gen. viii. 20— And Noah builded an aitar, &c . . . ver. 21—~And the Lord smelled o &weet
wovour; and the Lord enid in his heart, I will not again curse the ground sny more for man’s sake.
we + o ver 23, While the earth remgineth, seed-time and harvest, Zc., . . . . shall not ceate.”

-1t is,8ad to observe how soon the history
of man‘becomes a history of sin and suffer-
isg. The preceding chapters record the
melanckoly extent to which human de-
pravity had developed itaclf in the days of
Nosh, and the judgments which, as might
bLave been expecied wuder the government
of a righteous God, it Lrought down upon
the existing race. A deluge of waterswept
theentis generation, with a fow exceptions,
from the face of the earth. The event
r:mains in history 3 monument of God’s
rilabutive justice It is referred to in later
Seripture as a token of a yet coming retri-
bution, and of the sunddenness as weil as
certainty with which destruction shall over-
take the impenitent. ¢ As it was in the
days of Noah, so shall it be at the coming
of the Son of man.”

Yet judgment was wot unmixed with
merey. ‘We see the forbearance of God,
in hie striving long with those antediluvian
{rausgressors,  Duriug & hundred and
twenty vears, while the Ark was preparing,
the servant of the Liord warned his ungodly
contemporaries of the approaching cata-
sirophe.  But all in vain. Vet the Lord
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of
temptation. And we see mercy in sparing
a rembant, a3 well as in warning the mass,
« Come thou,” it was said io Neah, “and
all thy house into the Ack: for thes have
I scon righteous befute me iu this gencra
tion.” Noah was saved, and his house
wii him: not only so, but mercy sv fur
sgjuiced over julgment, that through Lim
worde of comfort were spoken to the races
to come after him. TLe heari of God,
yearning over the folly of his ohildren,
fuund utterance in the assugmg nords of
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our text; and by a condescending pledge
that the course of nature should go o vo-
disturbed again by such a catastrophe, the
hand of industry was encouraged which
else might have been paralyzed, and the
earth, instead of being destroyed, was
turned into a theatre for the manifestation
of long-suffering and mercy. Here is the
promise by which the husbandman is en-
couraged to till the ground, in the hope
that he shall gather the fraits of hislaboura.
Here is the guarantes for sded-time and
harvest, of which even tha irreligious who
walk the earth, reap the benefit. Hers is
the promise which the pious hugbandmar
pleads, and here is the intimation to others
of that goodness by which the Father of
all would lead them to repentance.

1. Before examining more particularly
the import of the promise, it may be pro-
fitable to vonsider the act of faith on the
part of Noah, with, which this promise was
given.

II. We may consider what the promie
smounts to—what it does not mean, as
well as.what it means.

I The act ~f Nosh mentioned in the
text; or more largely the gospel of Noah's
day, a3 it appears in his faith and worship.

(1.) 1t claims our notice that Noah was
eminently “a righteous man,” and his
safoly was conuected with his righteous-
ness. This is testified congdrning him very
plainly. Jehovab recagnises his righteous-
ness, When axsuring him of exemption from
the general judgmend, *for thee bave T
acen righteaus before ma in this genera-
tion?” (ohap. vii. 1), The cheracter of
“perfect” is appligd to him, gs to Job:

0. 1L

|




282

that is, he was comparatively perfect. He
was * & just map, and perfect in his .genee
rations, and Noah walked with God”
(chap. vi. 9} He was faithfal among the
fmthleMevout tov.ards God, and con-
scxent\oua!v Just in' his’ dealings with“den.

And gurely it’is well with the righteous.
"o’ singular: preservation of Noah illus-
tratds this.

"But’ {2,) Wé must mot suppose that
Nésh's s personal worth justified him before
Qod, or was the meritorious cause of the
distinction conferred upon him. Its ob-
gervable’ that before we are told of his
r:ghteousness, we are told that Noah found
giace in the oyes of the Lord (chap. vi. 8).
" From grace as the source, all his goodness
proceeded. His own righteousudss was not

++ previous to- grace, nor independent of it.

His goodness was not indigenous any more
than that of other men, He was a sinner
like others; yes, when wade a child of
- grace, evinced:- his liability, like all the rest,

to fall into sin, And—
" (8.) A= grace was the source of his

. goodness, so faith was its immediate spring

. or root. To faith and not to works he

owed his sceeptance with God ; though the
fruits of his faith, &s in all believers, were
- plessing and acceptable. But Noah was
1o exception to the rule that our persons
must be accepted first, and then our works;
and both through Christ, and for His sake.
Ses “accordingly the testimonies to this
patriarch’s faith. Is he not enumerated
in the epistle to the Hebrews (chap. xi)
among the elders who by faith obtained a
good report? And, lest wa should suppose
that his faith justified him, by its inherent
virtue, as simply being a disposition se-
ceptable to God, ses how the apostle dis-
tinguishes the object of Noah’s belief from
the balief itself—telling us that he became
“sn heir of the righteousness which is by
faith.” Io other words, he was accepted
en the ground of a righteousness without
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himself—the same which -makes eve
sinner who receives it just. Add to this,

that ke is called a preacher of nghteoua.

| ness (2 Pet. ii.); and can we doubt ¢hay
the testimony of Jesus was the spirit of his

propheésying as of all'other prophecy? The
act of worship here recorded in connection
with Noah confirms this. For, whence
this early rite of sacrifice # whence its valno
with God? Can it be thiat in smelling s
sweet savour, Jehovah had regard 1o the
blood of an animal, or its flesh burnt at his
altar, as a thing of any inherent worth?
Does He need to eat the flesh of bulls, or
to drink the blood of goats? No! “The
cattle (esys he) on a thousand hills ar
mine.” There is no accounting for the
ancient use of thishloody rite but by,ad-
mitting its reference to” the true Lamb of
God, the veal propitistory sacrifice of
Christ. In Him it is that God is well
pleased; and it may be observed that the
very words dendting the acceptance of the
typical offering, are applied in the New
Testament to the antitypical: « walk in
love (Eph.v. 2), as Christ also hat loved
us and hath givon himself for us an offur-
ing end a sacriﬁce to God for & sweet-
smelling savour”—Not in the blood of &
mere animal, clean or unclean; not in the
fire which consumed its flesh, did Jehovah
rest complacent; but he took well at the
hand of bis worshipper as expressed by
these symbols, the confession of sin's de-
merit on the one hand, and the faith in the
provision for jts expiation by the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world, on
the other. This alone reconciled God—
this made the sky serene over the head of
Nosh—this averted wrath—this—fuith in
this—obtained the blessing—the promise
of temporal as well ag spiritual blessing.
(&) It follows from these views, that
Noah, in receiving the promise in the texi,
is not to be cousidered & public-represent:
ative head of mankind iu-any such semw
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ns Adam was, or s Christ is, It is true,
thio promise concerned -others as well as
himeelf; and in a certain sense Noah was
a second father of the human race. The
blessing was connected, in the way of
gracious reward, with bis faith; and others
are blessed along with him. So it is in the
caso of many 8 good man. He belioves
and is saved; and ¢ his house ™ with him.
But we do not say, in him; or that his
righteousness is direttly iinputed to them.
In the strict-sense of representatives, whose
actsaffect others directly, Adam and Christ
stsnd alone. They are the “jirst”-and
the “second” man: Adam the head of
the entire race; Christ of a spiritual seed.
The covenant with Nosh concerned one
matter simaply, and that rather a temporal
than a spintual matter. It was indeed
made with him for the benefit of many;
but it was not a covenant of works; nor
was it the covenant of grace, though to
Noah it was a certain development of the
latter; a leaf of it—an appendage to it.
It was a promise having an important re-
lation to the-designs of grace; and to all
who have Noab’s faith, it comes with the
other and better blessings of that covenant
~comes as iteelf a spiritual benefit, though
concerning earthly things. To others—
to the unbelieving—it is not such; it is but
in the forbearance of God they share in the
earthly good, to which believers have the

covenant right, and which is to them only-

a real and promised blessing. Noah re-
ceived the promise as a believing and
accepted man; others enjoy it with him
for good or for evil, in the love or only in
the long-suffering of God, just according
as they are, or are not, heirs with him of
the righteousness which is by fith.

11, Tet us examine the promise itself.
The terms of it are remarkable. It is a
promise of merey: I will not again curse
the-ground for-man's sake.” Vet the rea-
sopigiven. for it might seem more fitted to
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preface an apuouncoment of jud nent ;
“ for the mmgmatxon of man’s heart'ia avil
from his youth,—(for, or thaugk 23 some
prefer to trauslate). Strange reasonl but
how worthy of God ! He fat¢hes an argu-
ment from man's weakness for the restraint
of his own power. He will not contend
with his poor sinning creature at su¢h odds.
Man" sdepmvxty—-hxs invetarate, and except
by grace, incurable depravity, might war-
rant jndgment without measure; but the
Creator sees in it an appeal from his power
to his wnercy in man’s behalf: « I will spare
him; by goodness will I try him, asd not
agrain destroy the earth as Thave done. " Be-
hold the relentings of a Father's heart l—of
onewho loves to bless rather than to curse—
to whom judgment is « his strange work”!

It is not implied that the original curse
on the earth is totally removed. ‘What is
said is that he will not again curse the
ground in such sort:—so, one clause ex-
plains another,—¢ neither will I again
smite everything living as I have done.”

It is an assurance that the course of
nature shall not again be suddenly inter-
rupted, or the elements confused, as when
the fountains of the great deep had been
broken up, and the windows of heaven
opened. Sun and moon should fulfil their
revolutions with constangy; earth dud sea
should obey their assigned limits; day and
night, summer and winter, shonld observe
their vicissitudes. How great is the power
which has ordained these laws, and con-
trols these elements! How surely, by the
removal for one moment of the Creator’s
upholding band, would the order of the
universs bo again exchanged fof uproar
and wild misrule! How slight the change
necessary in the position of the earth’s axis
how small the derangement in its relation,
to the sun, to affect injuriously those alter-
nations of day and night, of cold and heat,
of seed-time aad harvest! How easily by
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a rotardation or acceleration of the earth's
movements, might a flood return again,
and the wafeis at the equator be precipi-
tated on the poles, or those at the poles on
the equator! But how gloriously constant
are the ordinances of heaven! with what
unbroken regularity has the clock of time
proceeded in its rounds! Not a day’s
variation, not an hour's, in the sun's re-
turnings, in the moon’s waxings or wanings,
during all the generations since Noal's
day. The most perfeet chronometer of
man’s constructing has its deflections—
what touching, what correcting is requisite
to check these! But no vaiations here,
Have you ever seen the morning when the
looked-for orient beam failed to break upon
the mountains? Have you ever seen the
winter which did not usher in the spring ?
Has it ever failed that Earth has put on
its verdure, and trees and flowers have
bloomed again? Has the cherishing glow
of summer been dehied to the tender berb,
the product of earth’s cold womb? Have
the appointed weeks of harvest failed to
gladden theexpectant husbandman? Have
the fields failed to wave with their yellow
treasures, wherewith the mower has filled
his hand, and he that bindeth sheaves his
bosom.

But we must consider what the text does
not warrant us to expect as well #s does.
It does nuy mean that seed-time and har-
vest shall always bless alike every locality.
While keeping truth with the race, the
God of judgment has not surrendered his
right to deal with communities of men, or
with individuals, as befits a moral xdminis-
trator.
ter, su regular in their vidissitudes, are not

Duay and night, summer and win-

unvarying in their character. The henvens
may be made to be as binss, and the earth
as irom, for the travsgrossions of a lund.
Famine, as well as pestilence or the sword,
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the appointed weeks of harvest, *have
withholden zood things from you™ (chap,
v.). Yet the remark may be justified that,
as if in regard to the literality of the pro-
mise, it is seldom that, arsong the threaten-
ings of the Word of God, inundutions are
mentioned, or alarming overflows of water,
Drought—the absence rather than the ex-
cess of water—has bien eomrmissioned to
plead the quarre} of i¥s covenant. Suill,
not in Ezra’s time alone, the rain of heaven
has fullen alarmingly. Brooks have por.
tentously swollen ; neighbourhoods familiar
to us have seen fields and tlocks and dwell-
ings swept away by the mountain torrent.
The lowering sky has emptied its dreaded
waterspout on the frail bark of the mariner,
God has not promised that the heavens
shall not gather blackness; but he has pro-
mised that the bow shall Le seen in the
cloud, and that he will retember his cove-
nant with all flesh.

The chapter following tuat where the
text lies, tells us of this sign or token by
which, in gracious condescension, God con-
firmed His covenant. Not surely that the
simple promise vf God reyuires confirma-
tion. Yet the betler to allay man’s fears,
he adds the sign, just as he added to his
word his oath for the abundant consola-
tion of the heirs of greater promises:—« |,
do set iy bow in the eleud, and it shall
be for a token of a covenant between me
and the earth. . .. . I will look apon it
that I may remember the everlasting cove-
nant between God and every living ereature
of all flesh that is upen the earth ” (Gen.
ix. 13-16).

Shall we notice the cavil of the-sciolist
that Moses seems to date only from the
time of the flood the occurrence of such a
phenomenon as the rainbow ¢ It is enongh
to say that the sacred historian by the termy
“set™ or “appoint” does not describe the

may be the rod of God's indignation. | rainbow as now for the first time to appear.
“ Your sins,” says Jeremiah, spenking ofi Granted that in certain dispositions of the
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watery cloud in relation to the sun, the
phenomenon wust.often have been visibie
Yofore,~though after all we.do not know
those previous dispositions—-the words do
pot necessarily mean apy more than that
what was already =2 familiar sight should
pow and henceforth be.a sign. In giving
or appointing seals on other occasions,
(hings already existing were taken: the
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that belonga to Him who ordained them.
How many under the namse of nature prac-
tically worship the idol of mnecessity or
chance! Strange that e who gives us
all our blessings, should be hidden from us,
or unacknowledged, juct because the flow
of his goodness is 8o constant, his mercies
so innumerable! Many walk God’s earth,
and drink every hour 4t the streams of his

materials weve not createdl of new. So it | benignity, yet searcely invoke ‘his blessing

was with the sacramental bread and wine.
So with Joshua’s stones of memorial.
Ver. 16,—¢ The bow shall be in the cloud;
1 will look upon it.(says God) that I may
remember.”  How graciously assuring!
Again, “The bow shall be in the clouds?
he repeats it and repeats it—¢ This is the
token of the covenant which I have estab-
lished between @od and every living crea-
ture of all flesh that is-upon the-earth—
and the waters shall no more become a
flood to destroy allflesh ” (ver. 15). How
does the security thids given-increase in
interest, when the stability of ¢his covenant
vith Noab, can be with God’s own warrant

applied to illustrate the stability of Lhe'
better covenant, and made a pledge of the |

divine faithfulness for the accomplishment
of its greater prowmises. So does he declare
by Isaiah (chsp. liv.), “This is as the
woters of Noah unto me: for as I have
sworn that the waters of Noah should no
more go over the earth; so have I sworn
that I would not be wreth with thee, nor
rebuke thee. For the mountains shall
<epart, and ¢he hills be removed; but my
kindness shall not depart from thee, neither
shall thie coverant of my peace be removed,
ssith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.”

Pracricar IuPROVENMENT.

The practical dessons of our subject are—
1. That we ought to see God .in the
seasons; and beware of abusing the con-

on the bounties they partake of—scarcely
name the Giver but to curse by that holy
name, or to blegs by it, in as irreverent
accents and as meaningless. To the devout
man, who walks with God, every mercy is
seen to come from God’s hand, Where
others at best discern a power which they
fear rather than love, ke recognizes the
faithfulness and goodness of a covenant
God and Father. So,

2. We are taught by the example of
Noah, what ars the real conditions of
earthly enjoyment, or to whom it is that
the blessings of the seasons are blessings
indeed. The fact of Noak's acceptange
first, ere the promise of the text was given
to.him, instructs us that an interest in t -
Saviour’s sacrifice, or acceptance in the
Beloved, gives the real title to the temporal
as well us spiritual good of the covenant.
Otherwiss we 1nay indeed share in.the
fruits of the fisld—in the blessinga brought
forth by sun and moon. Day and night,
and summer and winter, may pass us over
us in their grateful alternations. But are
we contented to be merely mnonuments of
God’s loug - suffering, and to remain
strangers to his love? shall we be in the
world, only as the place of Divine forbear-
ance, from which we must soon pass away,
relinquishing for ever the mercies we have
sbused, and with no foundation secured
for the time to come? What avails earthly
good if alone? The seasons shall not re-

stancy of naturs, by resting in.second volve for ever. The sun shall no ialways

causes, or giv'ng to nature’s Jaws the glory :

shine, The promise to Noah secures, at
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wost, that ¢ while the earth remaineth,” | earthly as well as haavenly good is alons

dayand night, seed-time and harvest shall
16t cease. It is not always to remain.
Bit there is a covenant whose blessings
never fade :— things present and things
to come” are alike seeured to &ll within its
bond. Happy indeed are they who take
bold of it! death shall not terminate their
enjoyments, bul enhanee and augment
them. But folly unutterable it is to rest
in a temrporary, fading portion, when by
faith in the Saviour we might be assured
no less of earth than of heaven, and of
heaven than of earth. To whom is the
world promised? It is to them that are
Christ’s, it is said, “ All things are yours.”
“Beek fist, sai@ Christ, the kingdom of
God and His righteousness, and all thes®
things shall be added unto you,”

8. The subject instructs us in the value
both of personal and of social sighteous-
ness. Indirectly, thousands reap the fruils
of Noab’s faith—themselves strangers te
his piety—and blessings innumerablecrown
the lot of the irreligious for righteous men’s
sake. But if the explanation, as we have
seen, of the apparent failure of the promise
in our test, be that God has, while assur-
ing us cf Jay and night, and summer and
winter, reserved in his hands the rights of
a moral admivistrator, we learn where to
place the blame of unpropitious seasons—
whather backward springs, or deficient
harvests. It is sin that is the canse. It
is the prayerlessness and unthankfulness
and ungodliness of mien. These seal up,
the heavens-—these bring the moth, the |
caterpillar, the worm, the rust—God's
great army, the ministers of his displeasure.
I do not assert that personal righteousness
or social is the title to life. Life in the
Jull senze of the term is the gitt of God
through Jesus Cbrist. No sinner may
hope for it otherwise. Uanion to him, as
has just boen said, i.s the tenure by which

held. 8till, with persona! and sosial righ-
teousness a4 the fruit of faith; the promise
eonneets both private and public prosperity.
We rhust give proofs of fhith;. our walk
must bé with God, by faith. We have
seen: that Noah was a rightecus man; not
in the sense of being a believer only. And
in many a passage of the Word of God we
find the truth illustrated that rightaousness,
in. the scnse of holy living and holy welk-
ing, exalts, whether the individual or the
nation. Wae conciude with a few proofs,
out of many. Hear Isaish. How deseribes
he the man who has around him the evar-
lasting arms? Chap. =zxxiit.: «“He that
walketh righteously and speaketh u)
rightly; he that despisoth the gain of op-
pressions, that shaketh hiz hands from
holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears.
from hearing. of blood, and shutteth his
eyes from seeing evil; ke shall dwell on
bigh: ks place of défence- shall be the.
muaitions of rocks: bread:shall be given.
bim ;. his waters shall be sure.” And of a
land or people, as of an individual, hear
Hosea,.or Joel, or Malachi. The first, after
this threatzning of jndgment on idolatry,
«Therefore will I return, and take away
my corn in the time thereof—my wine—
my wool-—my fiax"—thus assures and
comforts his nation in conneetion with a
time of revival and reform: ¢ will take
away the names of Baalim: out of her
mouth. . . And in that day will I make a
covenant for them with the beasts of the
field; . . and I will break the bowand the
sword, and make them to lie down safely.
. Thou shalt kuow the Lord. Awud it
shali coms to pass in that diy,. E will hear,
saith the Lord, I will hear the hLeavens,
aud they shall hear the earth; and the
earth shell hear the corn, and the wine,
and the oil; and they shall hear Jezreel.”
So Malachi (chap. iii.), The nation had
been cursed with a curse—the prophet
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oxpldins why. They had robbed God—
4hey had neglected his house and polluted
dis offorings, He assures them of return-
ing providential favours—only in counec-
tion with their return to God. < Return
anto me, and I will return uato you. . . .
And I will rebuke the devonrer for your
sakes,and-he shall not destroy the fruits of
your ground; neither shall your vine east
her fruit beforo Lier time in the field, saith
the Jiord of hosts, And all nations shail
call you blessed: for ye ehall be a delight-
sojne Jand, saith the Lord of hosts.”

‘Keep Religiom. in its .own Place.

“You are always talking about religion
-when I meet you; speak about something
else, can’t you, and keepreligion in its own
place” So replied a young woraan to one
of her companions, one day, who, with a
heart overflowing with love to Jesus, was
in the habit of speaking about Him to
others. ’ ’

-“Yes," she answered, ¢ keep religion in
itsown place; but whatis its own place?
The place where God puts it surely,
.and that is the first place; for the Bjble
says, ¢Seek ye first the kingdom of Uod
and his righteousness: therefore religion is
not to e put in the second place, or third
place, but in the first place, and thatis its
own place.  But as we have entered on
this subject, what place does religion hold
with you?”?

“«Well, that is a matter which does not
concern vou, and T do not intend to make
you my confessor.”

“Nordo I deSire tobe so. 'The believer
confesses unto God; but while e does so,
lie has also 1o confess Jesus before men;
for Jesus saith, ¢ Whosoever shall confess
me before men, him will 1 confess also be-
fors my Father which is in heaven,’”
(Matt. x. 32.)

“Ay, but that means to be & church
member, to observe the Sabbath day, and
0 Ieng] a good, sober life, and thusto ¢let
;)l:l' light “shine before men,’¥ (Matt. v.

Us

“You may apparently do ali that, and
et be only a Pharigee, and have no true

ce
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1~ligion. The candle must be Lghted be-
‘ore it can siine; the branch must be in
the vine ere it can bear fruit, Three
words are needed to irake up the true
Christian—-Possession, Profession, and
Confession. He must first have Christ
(Row. viii, 9;) second, live Christ, {Phil
. 21;) and, third, confess Christ (Rom.
x. 9.) This confession is with the mouth;
for thus says the Word:—¢If thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and beheve in thine heart that God raised
Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved?
So, you gee, friend, when I spoke to you
about the love of Jesus, and asked you
what, place his religion held in your heart,
I only asked you to do what the Bible
says every Christian has to do, or ought
to do, conjfess Jesus with the mouth before
men.”

“Well, but one need not always be
speaking about it.”

“No, true; yet itis ever uppermost in
the believer’s mind—— the first thing,’
¢ the better pact,’ “the or> thing needfuly
and out of the abundance of the heart:the
mouth speaketh; or, as our national
proverb has it, ‘near the heart, near the
mouth.’”

“ Yes; but every one cannot speak, and
we are not heard for our much speaking,”
(Matt. vi. 7.)

« That is in prayer to God, not in coun-
versation with your neighbour. But the
Word savs, *Then they that feared the
Lord spake often one to another, and the
Tord hearkened, azl heard,” (Mal. iii. 10.)
So, you see, that true Christians do speak
often to one another; and it cannot mean
about frivolous, foolisH, or worldly things,
but about heavealy things; for such only
ean approvingly engage the notice of our
blessed Lord in heaven, who says of the
speakers, ‘They shall be mine in the day
1 make up my jowels; and, for ¢every idle
word that men shrall speak, they shali give
account thereof in the day of judgment,
(Matt. xji. 36.) But Jet us return to the
question I first put to yon, ¢ Is religion -
indeed the first thing with you?' ?

« No, indeed; I must confess it is not.
I have often thought. about it, intend yet
to.be religious, and in truth wish to be
800”

« That is a good wisk; yet God is mor2
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willing to give than you are to desire. |

Thus Ho speaks: «Seek ye me and ye-shall
live” (Amosv.4) Nay, Jesus in His
love is sesking you: and as a proof of this,
has laid down His life for you, Himeelf
suffaing the sontence God had passed
upon your guilt, and spending 83 man a
righteous, holy life on earth, which God
accepts as your life—a spotless robe—to
fit you for His pressnce. ¢By grace are
ve saved through faith,’ (Eph.ii. 5.) Ac-
cept salvation at God's bands on these
terms. Free, you caunot merit it—you
cannot earn it—God gives it through
Jesus, aud to every one who will accept.
¢ O tasto and see that the Lord is good !
(Ps. xxxiv. 8;) blessed is the man who-
trusteth in Him. And if you do this,—if
you know Chuist, have Christ in you, and
give your heart to Jesus,—you will love to
speak about Him, and, as an obedient ebild,
strive in all things <to do that which is
well pleasing in bis sight.” (Johu xiv. 15.)”
—Briish Herald, J.5

+0-

’ N »

GIVING OUR HEART TO GOD.

Oue day a lady was teaching a class of
little girls.  She was talking to them about
giving our hemt to God. My dear
children,” she said, *how 3oon may we
give our hearts to God, and become true
Christians?”  They didn’t answer at frst.
Then she spoke to them one by one
Turning to the oldestseholar in the class,
she acked, « What do yeu say, Mary #’

« When we are thirteen.”

« What do you say, Jane ¢’

« When we are ten.”

« What do you say, Susan?”

“« When we are siv.”

At last she came to little Lillie, the
youngest scholar in the clas,

«Weil, Liftie,” she said, *and how soon
do you think we may give our hearts w
Gud?”

o Just as socon as we feel that we are
sinners, and know who God " saia
Lillia,

Tow Leaudiful an answer that was! and
how tiue!  Yes, “as soonas you feel that
you are a sinner and knoy who God s,
you may give him your haurt and became
a Chaistian,

[N
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THAT SINT

. ™ .

“The worat of all disenses .
Is light corapared with SIN.

My Reavenr,—Thou shalt not'take thy:
namo of the Lord thy God in vain, for the
Lord will not hold him guiltless that
taketh. his namein vaim: (Ex. xx 7.)
Under any circunistanees it is an awfully
solemn thing to mention the name of the
Most High, even in connection with sacred
things; but how exceeding’sinful must it
be lo connect that. name with a profans
voath.  Aund yet how commenly this is
{done. Still more frequently is that grea
and holy nmne mentioned in the most
familiar and irreverent manner in conne
tion with the most trifling, things,

Profunity is zot only oue ofthe comnion.”
est sius, but one of the worst. God hus
declared in the most pointed and solemn
manner,. that he who coramits it shall uot
be held guiltless,

AMark the following declaration of Jesus
in relation to idle words: ¢ But I say unto
you, that every 7dle word that wen shall
speak they shail give account thereof i the
day of judgment: For by thy words thou
shalt be justified, and by thy words thou
shalt be condemned.” (Matt. xii. 26, 27)

1f men are to give account for every idie
word, will they not also have to give ac
count for every profane one? How care
ful should we be to keep the door of our
lips lest we sin against God. Nothing
escapes his notice, not even our thoughts

l
{
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grounds. It is exceedingly oflensive, and
is never tolerated in food society. The
swearer shuts himself out from all virtious
assoclation, and thereby sustdns great loss
A profane mun can pever be a virfuous
yone.  Let a man oply allow himself to
swear habitually, and ke wiil soon commit
, almost any other kind,of sin, without muell
“eompunetion; consequently he unfits hi-
_self for ali vivtuous suciety. Itis one of
{the hopeful sfens of the times that mew
who indulge Tn profane langnase are
cshunned; Lut few will risk their reputations
, Ly betug seen in their company.
As tue influence of the religion of Jesus,
and guod morals extend, swearing will
cease, men will drop thie habit from very
y shame.  Let us then labor and pray for
“its rapid extension.

|
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Reader, I think you will admit that
nothing is ever gained by swearing. There
arecertain sins which are regarded as being
profitable by those who commit them.
(4ain is the motive by which they arc aec-
tuated in the commission of these sins.
But thete is no sense whatever in which it
can be said that swearing is profitable.
Men generally swear without a  purpose,
and without a motive, and it is somewhat
difticult to discover why they indulge in a
habitby which they gain nothing and which
i8 so foolish and offensive to all good men.

But suppose men did get rich by it.
« What is 2 man profited if he gain the
whole world and lose lis owu soul?”
(Matt. xvi. 26.) No swearer can enterthe
kingdom of God. :

But what is the effect of the habit on
the swearer himself? The effect is bad.
He begins with a simple oath and trem-
bles when he utters it, but soon the babit
gains almost impereeptibly upon him,
aatil he bardly knows when he does swear.
He goes on adding sin to sin and when his
cup of iniquity is full, he dics a swearer’s
death, and is buried in a swearer’s grave.
The writer once stood by the death bed of
such an one—a young man—whese Jast
words were profane oaths, *How dreadful
such an end !

This is not the worst. The evil effects
of the habit do not stop with himself, The
corrupting power of his example is felt in
others, and often to asad and ruinous extent,
and probably will continue to be so felt to
thoend of time.  One profane person, says
an excellent writer, makes multitudes, cor-
rupts his professed’ friends, his daily com-
panions, his near relations and all with
whom he corresponds, so far ay they are
capable of being corrupted. They again-
corrupt others, and they in their turn spread
contagion through successive cirels of
mankind, increasing coutinually in their
numbers and expansion. Like certain
diseases of the human body, profaneness de-
cends from person to person; and like
the plague, is regularly caught by intection.
As a regular streawmrof poltution it flowson
blighting and withering everything in its
course, May the swearer ponder these
things in bis heart.

The habit is so self-evidently wrong that
one would think it needs only to be sean
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to be hated. No one will attempt to de-
fend or even justify it, not even theswearer
himeelf, He will admil that it is pecfectly
inexcusable, and serves no good purpose
whatever, Nay, the universal conscience
of man condemns it, and yet it prevails
almost wniversally. How are we to account
for this? Hecauso the depravity of the
human heart is such that it Joves to revel
in iniquity. Men take pleagure insin, and
glory in their shame.

My reader, if you have followed me thus
far, and are in the habit of swearing, Ibeg
you will read the following closing lines
with serious attention. They were written
by agreat and good man now in heaven.
«“ Yow, therefore, thus saith the Lord,
Consider your ways. Ask yowself what
you gain; what you expect to gain; what
you do not Jose. Remember you lose your
reputation, at leas. in the minds of the wise
and good, and all the blessings of their
company and friendship. That you sacri-
fice your peace of mind; that you break
down all those principles on which virtue
may be grafted, and with them every
rational hope of eternal Life; that you are
rapidly becoming more and more corrup-
ted day by day; and that with this deplor-
able character you are preparing to go to
the j®dgment. = Think what it will be to
swear and curse; to mock God and insult
your Radeemer through life, to carry your
oaths and curses to a dying bed; to enter
eternity with blasphemies in your mouth,
and to stand before the final bar, when the
last sound of profaneness has scarcely died
upon your tongue,”

If these considerations do not move you;
if they do not make you tremble at the
thought of what you are doing; if they do
not force you to a solemn pause in the career
of iniquity; if they do not compel you to
retrace your dowuward steps, and return
while it is in your power, to reformation
and safety, L can only say, that ~ou are
hurried by . an evil spitjt to destruction,
and that you will soon find youeself in the
eternal dungeon of darknmess and despair.
What meanest thou! Arise, call upon
God, if so be that He will hear thee, that
thou perish not. Repent; and believe in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
sav«v;d; Acts wi. 3L.—S. Bassey, Hont-
real. .
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HOW GOD FORGIVES. LE AH.

‘Contragst our ordinary mode of forgive-| “Leah, my cuild, the Sabbath is com.
ness with that of our God,  You will recol- | eESIng; it istime to put away your embroid.

: . - er, " .
lect that Cbl’lﬁt, when he had given his y" So soop, mamma ?” cried Lenh; « Why,

disciples a form of prayer made a commen- | the sun is quitehigh yet”

tary upon it. The only commentary he g h‘mlr‘g (;oslgu;%tn,ls;; %;t;%%lg?’g, Leab; do s
made was on the subject of forgiveness. | é.«lzxuh rose ii"rom her chair near the window,
«If ye forgive men their trespasses, your nd baving folded up her work, placed itin
Heavenly Father will also forgive yous but ’ her neatly kept workbox, which she locked

carefully.
if ye forgive not men their trespasses,| « Yoﬁ can go into the gardenuntilit istime
neither will your Father forgive your tres- | to recite the prayers,” said Mrs. David; “ you
asses.” As I grow older, and know more | need not come in until Iring for you”
of life, I learn a great desl more on ths; Kissing her mother, Leah sprang lightly
subject of implacableness than formerly I,through the open window, which reached to
knew. Thereisa great deal of sin in|the ground, and was sppedxlyoendfng(.)verher
this direction, and I see more of it than I , fRvOurite rose-bush, h"‘} leng plack hair hang.
ever thought existed. Our fargiveness is ing in clusteriog curls on the roses tust
generally selfish. It geperally seeks our gleﬂnid blushxsgly thrlonl;:rhdso rich a veil
s . , ah was a beautifal child of thirteen years
;'o:n'v%zzg; ﬁg%:g:\ﬁgﬁ:ﬁ‘e'ge"s' kG"d S | of age; her large, dreamy Oriental eyes, glwck
OTgY S i e seels Ol ,g pight, were fringed by long thick lashes of
his own good, but the good of those whom equal blackness, and her delicalely shaped
he forgives. Our forgiveness is slow, and | fuatures, cnrved upper lip, and thit nostdl,
grudging, and reluctant. Itis wrung out,'spoke of quick feeling and a high spirit
of us at last, in view of all the circumstan- | Rather small for her age, her tiny figure
ces; and very freyuently under the media- | seemed to dilate when she spoke of avy hetoic
tion of friends, we conclude to let & thing | ﬂi:gdogr %Zgg";%sd Itl:;:nm?iv ::::32& igi;ﬁi
¥ 1% = 3 - - . H 3 - )
A ' oved misjudged her. Beaofy and talent,
quick to her repentant child as God's heart | conuected with a high spirit, and ardent imagi-
opens tous. No reluctance is with Lim. | nation, and warm, sunsitive feelings, are doabt-
He—the highest, the noblest, and the Leat | fal gifts, if not regulated by a firn, judicions
—forgives impurity, wichedness, trangres- | guigc at that early putivd of life when the
sion, and injustice. We, that vurselves are | J9303 ind is sot and plisble, and capable
offenders, are the ones that refuse to for- o taking almost any impression that is
give those that offend against us  Having sought to be made upon it
God to forgive us, weturn to him that It,lc]ah m:is' t}:ie only c;x;}d. of hex('1 %vido%el}
. < - motaer, and 1o danger Ot being made 2 1do:
}'lh&: &fi’;ged zz‘gamst "% and take him by 1)y 0r lovingly-devoted parent. Her father
roal, and say, Pay me that thou [ h3d made = large fortuue by a mining speca-
?WesLG d}s ttrhe;e totbefno;esson learned lation, aud before bis death bad settled &f‘g
rom (xod’s treatment of us? on his wife aud child. The lttle
An unforgivine spirit buts a msn scarcely rexflembercd her father, nor did she
further from %‘:o d fhanp any Pother thing. miss his love and care, so completely was she

X L enfolded, so to speak, ia the very heart of her
Tt is one of those dispositions that provoke | mother, and she p,-epaid that mgher's tender-

even God to retaligtion. And I think it|ness with all the fervency of her own ardent,
i3 often far mora criminal before God than | loving disposition.

th2¢ sin over which it dominesrs, Itis a| Mrs. David had lately come to live ins
perilous thing for a man to cary in bhis | semi-detached residence, three sides of which
he;m, a spirit that refuses to forgive. And :\;iré;:?l?z?utd ll;{e H ]:r]%:;lygmxgiiﬁ. helrn tté‘g
when you forgive, let the forgiveness belid "

lsrge;sl’et it {;gl cl(zan; let it breglthomu by children, and before very long the little Jewess

% : . 8831 was s great favourite with the Hillis family.
let 1t be like that which God, for Christ’s | For sogzn!.;im: ‘t,lglas alstmnge thing to Eg

sake, forgave yow—Beecher, ward and Ada Hillis, to see their neighbours




THE GOOD NEWS.

wheerve the Saturday until the evening as
their Sabbath, and also to find that Friday
evening was considered part of it. Edward
was now preparing for his examination for
the Engineers; but he often found time to
walk out with the little girls, and frequently
read for them while they worked or helped
them to manage their little gardens, besides
supplying them with pretty bouquets from his
own. Mrs. Hillis was a gentle Christian
woman, and she took a pitying interest in the
little Jewish girl thus thrown into sach close
intimecy with her own children. She, too,
was a widow, and tolerably well endowed with
the riches of this world, a portion of which,
and not a niggardly one, was devoted to the
service of her Master. One Suonday evening
she was sitting in her drawing-room window
reuding the Biole, when the sweet strains of a
musical-box, playing in Mrs. David's house,

strack her ear. The tone was & lively polka, | An

sud it jarred on the holy quiet of the thoughts
shehad been indulging in. But the recollec-
tion that her neighbour had already kept her
Sabbath, and conld not be expected to observe
thatof the Christian world, speeduy dissipated
the slight feeling of disturbance that the
music had occasioned, At the same moment,
shelooked from the window, and her eyes
rested on & scene that was calculated to re-
store the fuil evenness of her spirit.

On 2 grassy bank just before the window
set, half reclined, her owa blne-eyed, golden-
heired little A.da, the soft blue of whose dress
was in as strong contrast to the scarlet cloak
of Leab, who rested beside her, as were her
far hair and ianghing, sunny eyes with the
black tresses and dark radiant orbs of her
companion.  Together the children leaned
over 2 book, in deeply thoughtful study; bat
after a few mioutes the low, swest voice of
Leshinquired, * Who teas this Jesus, of whom
we have been reading

“Do you not koow who Jesus is 2" asked
Ada, in an awe-stricken tone of voice. “Oh,
Leab, he isthe- Seviour of the world. He
came and lived on this earth, and did such
wonderfal miracles; and then He died to save
us from our sing™

“Why, that is something like our Messish,
Ads, only that hehas not come yet;and when
he comes he will be & great king, and will not
die at all.” .

“QOur blessed Saviour is the 3Messiab,
dear Leah,” said Ada, softly; *and he was
called * the King of the Jews."”

“That "is very streoge. Iknow that our
Messiab will be a king; he is called the * Prince
of Peace’ and the ‘}fiug of Kings.'”

“8o is Christ, our Redeemer. Heis the only
son of the Father, and is called also * Christ
the Lord” Ob, Lesh! he loved liftle children,

29}
and had them broxgb’t to bim when he wax
on earth, and took them in his arms and bleas-

ed them. I have asweet little hymn &bodt
that; shall I repeat it for you "

“Do, Ada. Ilove your hymns.”

“Iam sure you wil{ like this one, it is 50
beauntifali—

¢ X think, when Iroad that sweot story of old,
When Josus was hero among men

How ho called Littlo children as lambs to his fold,
I should like tghave been with them then.

1 wish that his hind had been laid on my head,
That his arm had been thrown around me; i

And that I could have heard his kind voite, wheg

o said,
¢ Lot the little ones come unto me.’

*¢ But still to his footstool in prayer I may go,
And ask for a share in his love;
And if I thus carnestly scek him ‘be!ow,
I shall see him and hoar him above;
In that bogutil-t placo he is gona to prepare
For allthat 87y washed and forgiven;
d many dear children are gathering there,
For of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

“It is a lovely hymn,” said Leah, after a
peuse. “I wish T understood more of what
yon have told me about Jesus; but I must go
innow. You will tell me more, or let me
read out of your book to-morrow, will you
not ?”

«Certainly, if you like,"replied Ada, kissing
her, aud slowly entering the house as Leah
passed through the garden gate.

Mrs. Hillis had been a deeply-interested
suditor of the conversation of the two litile
girls, and she offered up a silent prayer that
 the Lord might make her family instraments
of his mercy, in leading this preciouslamb of
bis chosen Jock to receive Jesus, the Good
Shepherd, as her Saviour.

After a few minptes Ada entered the room,
and her mother asked ber what it was that
she had been reading with Leah.

“ The second chapter of St. Luke's Gospel,
dear mamma; and Lesh seemed so strack by

it”

“Yes, dear, I heard all your conversation
from the window, and I trust that you will
do all in your power to lead this dear little
girl tolove Jesus.”

+Oh, yes, dear mamms, I shall tell her
everything I know sbout him, and when she
reads of alt his love and gooduess, surely she
cannot help loving him in retarn.”

Bright tears stood in Ada's eyes as she
spoke, and her mother felt her own eyes over-
flow as she kissed ber child and prayed the
Lord to streagthen the missionary spirit of
: iove that filled her young heart.

As month followed montb, and winter and
smnmer alternated, the visits ¢f Lesh became
more frequent and prolonged. and on every

| gccasion she learned moro of J esus, and joined
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more fervently in the hymns of praise that
dwelt upon hisadorable name.

Mrs. Hillis often feared that Mrs. David
would become alurmed, and try to put a stop
to the work that God had begun in the heart
of her child, but these fears were almost silenc-
ed when Mrs. David said to her one morning,
“Do you hear Leah’s voice, how sweetly it
sounds? She is singing one of the hymus
your Ada has taught her; she often walks in
that pat® between the rose treeg for a good part
of the day singing like a bird, 4nd always those
pretty hymos. Hark ! there is another.”

The sweet youny voice 10se on the air as
she spoke, aud the words were plainly to
})e heard as the singer paced slowly to and
O S

¢ Jesus! lover of my soul,
Let mo to Thy bosom iy,
While the billows noarer roll
While the tempest still is nigh;
Hido me, O my Saviour hide,
*Till the storm of life is past.
Safe into the haven guide,
Oh, receive my soul at last!”

As the last notes died on the air Mrs. Ilillis
drew a de«p breath. «She has a sweet spirit,
my friend,” she said, “aund it breathes inall
she does.”

“Yes,” replied Mrs. Darvid, “her heart is
full oflove, aud I do not know how it iy but

D NEWS.
GLEANINGS.
OF CHRIST.

A wman may go to heaven withoyt
wealth, without honour, without learning,
and without friends; but he cannot go o
heaven without Christ.

. Chuist is Letter with his cross than e
world with its crown.

The sufferings of Christ’s soul were the
soul of his sufferings.

What the law commanded Christ did;
what the law demanded Christ gave; and
what the Jaw threatened Christ endured.

Chirist thinks no man too bad to receive,
if he does not think himself too .goed to
come. ’

Christ died for the chief of sinners. A
‘dying Christ for a denying Peter! A
I erucified Christ for a crucified thief!

You should keep steadily looking to

Christ, until the burden falls oft your back.
Chiist is the righteousness of sibmers
with God, and the righteousness of God
with sinners.
i Carry your good things to Christ, and

Tlike better to hear her sing the slow, solern ! he will keep them; carty your bad things
;‘ggesq“:,ym" hymos than the light sengs of | 1o Christ, and be will cure them.

Nrs Hillis read at once in this speech the |, Ju05¢ 0ot of Ghrist by providences, but
reason of the toleration that had beep extend- * = (b O "e‘, . . 5
od to Leab’s singing of Christign hymus. | If you love Christ with a perfect love,
‘They had been classed with profane music, ; You ®ill hate swn with 2 perfect hared.
and their simple, solemn strains had caughit the ! Liove is the law of Christ's kingdom, the
ear of Mrs. David, while tie words had quite, Jesson of his :chool, and the livery of bis
escaped her attention.  Still st could not but ! honsehold.
pex:cei\'e that Mrs. David, while _su-ict in ful-!  The reason why Christ 1s more precious
ggl{"% égegﬁnlc?(i:nsmixrggﬁiggg ]‘i‘;“;’; 32(1’: 1o a believer to-day than he was yesturday
fecling that the spirit of them could conve_',f. is, beeause he sees more and more the need
For instance, she had meat from the authorised | ©f him- , .. .
Jewish butcher, but she bought strangled A believer's comfort in living is to live
fowl, and ate lobsters, shrimps, and oysters, | to Christ; and his comfort in dying that
without any qualus of conscience.  Stie would * he shall go to Christ.
scarcely stir the fire on Ler Sobbath, but she] You may yourselfebb and flow, wax and
\\'O!lld oo toa concert, or auenq a fluwer shor, " wane, rise and fall: but your Lond is the
while, unless on very rare vccasions, she never ' (100 yesterday, to day, and for ever.

entered asynagogue.  Allthese things indi- : cer die whi
cated that sheeonly as a matter of form ,H‘Ehe old man will never die whilst we

31’;;,"{,2‘}33’3,’2 ,?;:’;{:ge&l;:g_ nterest in 1t is all folly that does not lead us to
. C.rist, and it 1s all true wisdoms that does.

(To be continued.) Do rot be afraid to pare with anvthing

for Christ; it is uunbelief that persuades
My dear readers, God's threatenings are | you there is more pleasurs, satisfaction,

God's doings.
Many arc complaining of their weakness who

and bappiness, in anything than in him.
The enjoyment of Christ is really pars:

ought to be complaining of their worldliness! | dise.
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Jtis the béliever's complaint and prayer
—u 0 God, my heart is too mnarrow; en-
large it, that it may hcld more of the love
of the ‘hély Jesus ™

Old Christians are much in praise.

Asyou received-Christat the first as
vour prophet, priest, and king, so walk in
Bim all the way to beaven,

The Lord is “forced to blast our fruit
ometimes, lest we should look at it, and
fll i love withrit.

Jesus is a treasury-witheut locks or bars,
and stands open night and day; he has gifts
on purpose to bestow, they are not meant
10 Jie and rust.

TEMPER.

‘We-wvere oneday sitting st dinger, says 2
‘friend of the Jate Mr. Simeon, when a
sprvaut stirred the fire in so clumsy a way,
that Mr. Simeon turned r-und and hit
the man 2 thump on the back to stay his
proceedings. When.be was Jeaving wme,
on horseback, after the same visit, my
srvant bad put the wrong bridle upon his
Jorse. He was in a hurry to be gone, and
Jis temper broke ont so violently that I
ventured to give him a little humorous
oastigation.  His clouk-bag was to follow
him by coach; so I feigred a letter in my
servant’s.name saviug how bigh bis charac-
ter stood in the kitchen: but ihat they
could not understand how a gentleman
who preached and praved so well should
bein such patsions about notbing, and
wear no bridle upen bis own tengue. This
Isigned “John -Softly,” and deposited it
in biscloak-bag. The hoax so far succeed-
<d, that at first he scarcely discovered it;
but it afterwards produced this character-
Estic notez—« I most cordially thask vou,
wy dear friend, for your kind snd season-
able reproof. I feel it to be both just and
necessary, and will eadeavour, with God’s
kelp, 20 meke a suitable improvement of
it. If it do not produce its proper effects,
I shall be exceedingly thaokful to have &
-second edition ofit, I trust your ¢ precious
‘balm will not break my head 5 but Thape
it will soften the epirit of your much-in-
dJebted friend, Charles Proud-snd Iwitable,
—To John Softly.”

293
THANKFULNESS.

“Every creature of God is good,” St.
Paul says to Timothy,  and nothing to be
refused- if it be received with thanksgiving:
for it is sanctified by the word of God ”
—that word, or mandate, of God, which
expressly gave it inthe beginning for human.
food, and which now in the Gospel has
added, for the’Chuistian, His special bless-
ing—« and prayer.” Thanksgivingis the
consecration of food.

‘Hence that pious custom which still
(tbank God)dingers in Christian howes, of
«“ grace before meat.” Alas! it is a mere
custon, a barren form, for many. In great
houses it has almost died- out. Unless
there be presentthe chaplain of the house,
or the clergyman of the parish, i isseldom
called for, ssldom wuttered, by him whoe
ought to be the priest of his own family—
the husband and father and master. And
when grace is said, with what haste, what
unconcern, what indifference,is it got over,
or just suffered! Aroongst us, my friends,
in humbler life, the custom lingers—and
may itlinger! Butlet us think more of
it—let us mear more by it! Let the
pooresl and scantiest table, if it have but
bread upon it, be thus blessed, thus con-
secrated! Let those who are present join
in it in their hearts! And.let the form
be only expressive of a deep realitv—onr
sense of God's goodness, of His minute
Providence, of His fatherly love! This
food, bere set before us, 1s the fulfilment to
us, in its lowest meaning, of the perpetual
prayer, “Our Father., which art in Heaven,
Give us ihis day our daily bread? God
bast opened His hand once again, thisday,
and s filling all things living with plen-
teousness,

Such thoughts, obvious to all, are yet
full of significauce, and full of blessing. ~If
we can oncs receive our daily food as from
the hand of God ; seeing in it His care for
us, His concern in us, His Almighty and
wounder-working power in sustaining the
Tife which He first breatheds all else will
follow. Temperancewill not be far, whera
thankfalnessis present; and the tsble sancti-
fiad by prayer will be also crowned with
blessing.—Dr Vaughan
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The French Canadian Missionary
Society.

AN APPEAL TO ITS FRIENDS.

~ Twenty-five years have now elapsed since
the organization of this important insti
tution. It was commenced on a catholie
Basis, and its constitution remains unaltcred,
80 that Christians of all Evangelical de-
nominations may here find ample seope for
united and zealous co-operation in efforts
to evangelize the French Canadians.

It is true that thisis not the earliest, or
the only effort made for this purpose—
The Grand Ligne Mission, under the coa-
trol of our Baptist brethren, had somewhat
an earlier origin; and within the Iast few
years, other Denominational missiens have
originated in conovection with the Church
of Scotland, the Episcopal Church, and
the Wesleyan Metbodist Church. On this
account, the society under notice, has for
some time been mainly supported by the
Canada Presbyterian and Congregational
Charches, although there are-many indi-
viduals, belonging io other Protestant
communities, who eontribute to its funds,
and take a lively interest iw its varied
operations,

But whatever the facts with regard to
its origin, its constitution, and its support-
ers, abundant evidence exists that its opera-
tions have been aignally blessed, and that
with renewed and fncreased sympathy sad
prayerfulness on the part of its friends,
associated  With cheerfel and enlarged
nbem'l;ty, more estensive and triumphant
issues tay be ,anﬁcipated.

However arduous and difficult the work
we have undertaken, (Fod has smiled upon
it, and rendered it succossful. Our mis-
sionary stations, and our scbools at Pointe
aux Trombles, have not only been instru-

mental in diffusing knowledge ef;gecially ?f ‘
Jesus and His salvation, but spiritaal fruit
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has fullowed, gladdening maay hearis, snd
bringing glory to Ged. About fifiesn
bundred clildren and youth Bave been
taught in our schools from the commencs-
ment to the present thme; about four
thousand, or more, young persons and
adults, have been couverled from the errors
and superstitions of Romanism; six French:
Protestant churches have been osganised;
these have 2 membersBip of about one
husdred and fifty, and the number isin-
creasing; above one thousand copies of
the Scriptures are circulated annually by
our colporteurs, catechiats, ard evangelists;,
a delightful work of grace hus been going
on among our pupils during the last two
sessions, the first yielding twenty-seven
converts to the Saviour, who have besn
received into church fellowship; the latter
ten converts, also received into the church,
with others in an enquiring and hopeful
state of mind; and three of the converts
have been teachers during tite session just
terminating, and have devoted themselves
to studies for the work of the ministry.

Tnereased acquaintance withr theser and
similar facts, williprove that our mission
bas. the strongest claims upen its friends,
whose: pare and' seriptural Protestantisms
should prompt them to-more- earnest and
vigorons exerifens to sustsir and extend
its operations.  Hitherto- we have beenr
crippled in our peeuniary resources, and
we are crippled still. The liberality of
individuals and churches,. with. rare-excep-
tiens, have not been such as- might be ex-
ezpected, and certainly pot egual o our
demands. Many more pupils might be
edueated, and our missions he greztly ef+
tended, showld there be a hearty responss
to the appeal now made,

Chsistian friends! Wo ask your fre-
quent, earnest prayers in behalf of this
mission. Enconrage your children, and
all around you, to do the same. Tt the
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subject be brought more prominently be-j Presently the door opens ani a w¥man
fore their minds, 'Welcome intelligence of | enters. She wears abeautiful silken robe,
fts doings from every quarter. Be not|which contrasts sadly with the rags of
indifforent to the encroachments of Roman- | the sufferer, and & beautiful well filled
jsm. Be true to Bible principles. Hold | purse is in her hand. With an air of
fast the trath as evangelical Protestants.— | scorn she looks around on t:e desolate
Ba still more determined to do your utmost | walls and gathering up her silken robes
in bebalf of our French Canadian fellow- | she stands like a statue while words of re-
subjects, Eschew the lukewarmness and | proach rather than kindness fall upon the
dpathy by which some are characterized, in , earof the lost one. With bitter words she
relation. to this fleld of missionary Iabour | dwells upon the disgrace she bas brought
which God has opened befora us. Give | upon her sex, and of the misery she skould
liberally, give from principle, give to honour , suffer on account of her sin; as she talks
Christin the extension of His glorious king- | the tear which before had started to the
dom, and the overthrow of the empire of‘ eye of the lost one goes back to the depths
darkness. Ministers of the Gospel! Chris- | from whence it came, and the fountain is
tian families and churches! Sabbath ‘ sealed up more closely than before. Alas!
Schools and Bible classes! Teachers and‘her words do mnot satisfy the yearning
friends of the mission generally, whatever spirit of her who still pines for sympathy;
your relations, and occupations in life, we, but feeling she has done her duty she
soficit your kind, cordial, and zealous co- ‘]ays a few pieces of silver on the broken
operation. ¢ Arise, O God; plead thine, table and departs to make another chari-
own cause.” O Lord, revive thy work.” | table visit. O mockery! As she passes
“Send now prosperity.” along the street in her splendid carriage,
James T. Brryp, |™any look upon ber as an angel of mercy,
: and wish she may long remain to wivister
Warrsy, MAv 25, 1864, to the wants of ythe gpoor. Such is the
world’s charity.
CHARITY. Again the door of that desolate room
S opens and a gentle maiden enters, whose
On & narrow dingy street of the city is | countenanca carries sunshine wherever it is
the -abode of wretchedness aud want. No |seen. Going up to the bed on which the
cheerful sunbeams play upon the floor, | sufferer lies, she takes her hand in hers
bat allis desolate, gloomy, and sad. On a|and speaks words of kindness. At the
couch of straw lies one whose features| music of her voice the baggard counten-
spéak of former beauty, but which bear |ance of ber auditor becomes brighter—a
the sad jmpress of guilt. The sunken | tear is in hereye and a sunny spot iz once
eye and hectic flush upon the cheek tell | more in her heart. Then she tells of her
thet Death will soon claim her for his|happy home; of the bright departed past
victim. She is thinking of the past; and | when all was sunshine; of kind and loving
as her thoughts dwell upoa her childhood’s | parents who have long since goue, broken-
happy days, her beart becomes tender—a | hearted, to the grava; of loved ones who
tear starts from her eye, and a sigh comes sported with her in ber own sunny bome
frOmherhesﬂ. as she yearns for some onsto, ere sin had left its dark impress on ber
whom she may confess the story of her brew. Then, while a deeper flush dyes
fanlts and ask for pxty lher cheek, she confesses her sin and tells
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of he?’ great sorrow—of her struggles to
break the be.id that held her—of the world’s
cold scorn when she tried to reform, until
the last spark of hope died out in her
Lreast, and she became the wretched being
that she now is, with no hope in this world
nor yet in that whichis to come. Then,
with words of sweel comfort, doas that
gentle maiden tell of Him who came to
seek and save that which was lost. She
tells of that better Jand where sin can
never cnter and where sorrow casts not its
withering blight; and mingling her tears
with those of the poor lost one, she urges
her to lay hold of the precious promise,
<« Whosoever cometh unto me I will in no
wise cast out.”  As she talks, the heart so
long callous to anything good becomes
still more tender, and while she grasps by
faith the blessed promise, the swift winged
angel car.ies the joyful news to the Threne
on High, « Anotber siuner has repented.”
And when the light of life went out in
that eye, bright spirits in Heaven hailed
another one redeemed from earth,

And when she whe in the last hour
had led the wanderer to the feet of the
Saviour went forth on ker errands of merey,
though the world published not the story
of her acts, nor mourned when these were
wver, yet, as we followed her to her long
home, & voice from the « Spirit Land” feil
gently on our ear: ¢ He that goeth forth
weeping, bearing precious ssed, sball
doubtless come again with rejeicing, bring-
ing his sheaves with him.” Such is the
«charity of heaven.— Wintkrop.

There is something unutterably sweet in the
cousideration of the jealousy of God—that He

should so regard the affections of bis child, as!

to be jealous of occupying the secand place 1

As the Head hath travelled the finty path,
£0 must his suffering members do the same.
it were not meet that He should find the
yorld a wildernesg, and they ouly s garden of

B TS,

JOTTINGS BY THE WAY.

BY THE EDITOR.

Tt is not pleasant to start on a journey when it
is the hourfor going to bed; but railwsy traing
wait for no ordinary men, ard as we belong to
that category. we had to leave home on the night
of ‘the 13th ult, with the purpose of having a
short preachipg tourin the Peterboro’ district
The weather was mild and agrecable. The rain
had fallen in torrents in the morning, butat night
the clouds had vanished and the sky was clear,
The train was up to fime. Tho passengers were
peaceable-and quiet in'the embrace of Morphens,
and we flattercd ourselves that early in the
morning we would reach Port Hope.

“Man proposeth but God disposeth” The
train reached Belleville, and there, to our dismay,
we learned that the great rains which had fallen
in that locality asa deluge -the dsy before, had
swept away the embankment of the line inseveral
places, and that thetrain would be indefinitely
delayed. What disappointment to all around.
One man had a bill to meet in Toroato, and muost
be there before the bank was closed. A secondre. *
quired to be in Buffalo that night, or it would be
tie lossof so many dollars. A third had 2 sitoa-
tior depending on his being forward at a given
time. And sll the others had something elseas
& reason why it appeared to be the greatest mis
fortune that they were detained. No doubt, how-
ever, it was all for the hest; and though it tonld
not be perceived at the time, it may afterwards’
appzar tomany as a fortunate thing indeed.

Jtis aprndent thing to carry an interesting
volume or {wo, when you sct out ona journey. If
we omit to carry a book with us, we fret and mor
+ mus over the time we lose, that might have been
occupied in reading. Though when we do take
one, it is as likely as'not to be brought home an-
read. Travelling is not very favourabl2 to read-
ing, but when dela¥s like the one we met withon
{ the journey occur, an interesting pook becomes
{ an agreeable companion. The book we happened
| to have, was

THE OLD HELMET,

published in two volemes of over308 pages each,
Ly Mesars. Carter and Bros, New York, The
ditle « Old Helmet™ is certainly neither a very
taking, vor a very expressive one. 1t does not
{ convey any ides, before you commence to resd,
and after the volumes are perused, it does not
appear to be very appropriate. Itis written by
Miss Weatherall, anthor of the #¥ide ¥Wide TWorld
Itis many years since we read that volume, and
have it not beside us to refresh aur recellection,
dut 2o far as we remembar s stractare and style,

‘e

e e oea M
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£he prcsen't work is ih some respects superior to it.
The Old Helmet i8 not so long asthe Wide Wide
World, though brevity is certainly not a charac-
teristic of it3 talented author. It is a novel,
founded on fact, but designed-and calenlated to
recommend evangelical religion. The heroine is
3 young ledy of great personal attractions, the
ldest daughter of avoridly-minded parents, whose
uighest ambition is the possession of worldly
fame and glory. Her attractions and accom-
plishmeuts won the regards and attentions of a
gentleman in the neighbourboad, svhose worldly
position was greatly superior to her own-—whose
talents, wealth, and manners were such as to
make him a desirable prize to young ladies; and
who was most assiduous in his efforts to secure
the heroine for hisswife. The glory of this world
was presented in the most alluring and attractive
form for her acceptance, A glimpse of a more
cdnduring glory, however, was revealed unto her,
which ultimately led to the rcjection of this
tempting offer, and to the renunciation of the
world, not by going into a nnnnery, but by ac-
«cepting'in marriage apoor but faithful Methodist
Preacher, and following him to the Figian Islands,
«where he had gone &8s a niissionary.

The latter,part ofdhe second volume gives a
very vivid life-like account of the duties, hard-
-ships, and work of Christian missionaries in the
Jslands, and is well.calculated to awaken a desire
in the breasts of many to carry the light of the
.glorious gospel to these poor benighted people.

This book and others which‘have been recent-
Jy published s calculated to show very clearly
~what is the

20ST 'OP HONOUR.

The exbibilion of this is necessary, not only for
‘the benefit of those who are net Christians, but
-also for those who ate Christians; and especially
Christian ministers need to be reminded of what
they well know, but what ie apt to slip from their
memory, that the post of difficuity is the post of
honour. That the position of service which de-
‘mands the greatest amount of self-denial, which
affordsthe smallest amount of worldly admiration
and glory, all other things being equal, is the one
that is most desirable, when cousidered in the
light of eternity. Yet these are not the positions
Sought after. If an English Bishop dies, the as-
pirants for his office are numerous; but if a
vacancy occurs in Africa or in Asis, it is with the
greatest difficulty that the place can be supplied.
Ifacitv congregation becomes vacant, the number
ofaspis atsforitis so great, that months and
Somet:mes years are required to give them all a

{
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taking place almost avery day, missionary bortda
are driven to despair.at the repeated calls from
distant lands, for men to “come over and help
thew.” 1tis not for want of nien that are able
togo. Itisfor want of men who are willing.
They exhibit this want of willingness in accept-
ing spheresathome, far below theis capacity
and education, with remaneration barely neces-
gary for their own angd their children’s necessities
‘The experienco of missionary boirds in general
is, that it 1s exasier to g6t money than men. At
home it is casier to get men than money. ‘There
is something wrong whean this is ‘he case. As
it is, we seldom hiear the heartfelt czy to the Lord
to send forth labourers.

Owing to the injuries done to the line between
Colvorne and Cobourg, the train could not proceed
1o its destination, and we were under the neces-
sity of spending the Sabbath in

COLBORNE.

Colborne is a neat little village of about 1000
inhabitants, covering a considerable extent of
ground. The land around and particularly behind,
is high and rolling, from whicl: the surrounding
fandscape is exceedingly agreeable ang artistic.
Tbe village has three substantinl churches,
belonging to the Presbyterian, Wesleyan, and
Episcopal denominations. It can hoast ofasneat
a printed newspaper as any pablished in the
provinee, and can also rejoice in the possession

of a Mechanics’ Institute. ,

Leaving Colborne ok ¥Morday we reached the

tewaship of
CAVAN,

through which the Port Hope and Peterboro
Railway passes. To the eye of the stranger, as
he drives alung, thistownship appears to be one
of the finest in tu. .rovince. The land is rolling.
The soil is good. And at the season when all
nature looks lovely it appears 8 desirable place
to livein. The substaatial character of the baild-
ings indicates that the residents are on the whoie
comfortable and prosperous. Amang those whom
we met and whose society we cnjoyed, was tie
agead and venerable

REV. JAMES DBOUGLAS,

Presbyterian minister of Cavan.  This gentleman
is one of the few ministers now remaining, who
were gospel pioneers. Thuty years ago, when
he first settled, there was no Presbyterian minister
nearer than Toronto on the one side, and Xing
stone ontheother. Now theyare thickly studded
alt around. And many of the places now regu-

lm{ing, gnd the congrogation the opportunity
% coose’ one from smong so many. While this is

larly favoured with Gospel ordinances were
first cstablished by himself, )

s
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1n the township of Otonabee the village of

KEENH

1s the principal place of business. Ag weapproach-
&4 it the number of houses, 1arge and white paint-
ed, gave the idea of general proaperity. The
churches are not conspicuous from the Southern
approach unless we except the Roman Catholic
Chapel, a small building, used sowe three or four
times & year. The Wesleyan Mothodist and
Presbytetian interests are sald to be strong in
the locality, and the cause of temperance is
flourishing.

The Indiau river rutis past tue village in its
course to the Otonabee, the view of which, as
seen from the Presbyterian Manse, together with
the appearance of the large bridge that spans
it, and the land seen in the distance, is as fine as
can be seen in any village we have visited. The
village is not, however, asflourishing as it appears.

We had to pass through the township of

DOURO

in our way to Warsaw, and again in our way
from Warsaw to Peterhoro. This township is
for the most part settled by Roman Catholics
from the South of Ireland. They occupy the
southern and central part cfthe township, while
the nurth s occapied by Protestants. In this
respect it is not unlike the Erinisle. 1t is nct
unhke it 1n vther respects, for among t.: same
class a3 are 10 the majonty inlreland, rowdyism,
violence and bloodshed rule. Two marders have
been committed within it, and the murderers
have 6ot been discovered. Ome or two isolated
Protestsuta live in the South, They have been
seriously annoyed on accouut of their faith, and
but for the interference of the Priest, scrious
results might have been produced. The surronnd-
ing townships have a large number of Orange.-
men, and as sure a8 any persecution should result
to any Protestant on account of his faith, civil
war would commence, and it is impossible to say
to what dimensions it would grow.

The village of

LAKEFIELD,

in the township of Douro, is one of the pleasant-
cat we have seen for somc time. The buildings
are fresh, clean and tasteful. The river Otona-
bee, which flows threngh it, fed by nearly a
hundred lakes, was at the time of our visit in
full spring flow, rushing and fretting and foam-
ing with impetuosity. As the cribs came over
the slide, and darted like an arrow under the
bridge, in the midst of angry surges, the activity
of the men, the movement of the timber, and

exciting and dangerous gdetie. And wo wey
sorry to learn thaton this and on &ther places
along the river, tany lives are lost during the
lumbhering scagon, It §s bo common that whey
the event happens, the intelligerce travelt around,
and when it is asked who was drowmed? « O,
only s raftsmen; only o raftsmuv® I Is Yightly
said; neverthelesd, it is a serious thing, A raftss
man is somebody’s gom, somebody’s relation,
probably ¢ husband, 8 father, & brother, or the
only sapport of a widowed mother. Whether or
not, be has an immortal soul, and hissudden tran.
sition from this world to the next-—perhaps un-
prepared-—is an event of tremendous importancy
to him.

THE THINGS THAT PASS AWAY.

My friends, there is one more solemn thing,
If sin, suffering, lcbour, change, and death
are among the things that shortly shall bave
passed away, remember, life is also among the
things that will have shortly passed away;
and deatt will be found in its place. Godis
2 God of justice, and He is certain fo set two
things in everlasting contrast ; the one, Hell

with its flames, the other, Heaven with its
glory ; the one, Hell with ifs groans, the
other, Heaven with its songs=~the blackness
of darkness, the glory of brightness—Heaven
and Hell. Now, we address sipners. Asa

| Sioper I %eak. O, look—dook at those mul-

titudes. O, look at those young sinners! 0,
look at those parent sinners! O, look at
those hoary-headed sinners! How may a
child speak with these ? O, sinners, hear the
cry, the cry of one saved, one whom God has
hold of, and one who will shertly be dead and
goue! Sinner, hear one who would see you
safe in the arms of Christ, We teil you your
opportunities will be shortly passed sway.
Preaching will be shortly passed awayj
prayer will be shortly passed away ; parden
will be shortly passed away; peace will

shortly pussed away ; hope will be shorily
passed away. Your day 13 a fleeting one; it
will set in clouds; and night cometh. Your
joy is a fading one ; it dies-=it is shortlived
Hell cometh, pain cometh, suffering cometh,
woe cometh, anguish cometh, torment cometh,
night cometh, and eternity cometh. How
shall we address you? O, might the dead
spesk to you! O, that we migit call upon

those who are among the lost to address you |
God knoweth. Let them stand up ; let them
stand here, and we will leave this place, and
go elsewhere. O, that the mouldering dead
might come forth and tell you that all « formes
things” to them “are passed away.” Might

j we but bid some of the lost in the deep pit
the splashipg of the waves, appeared & most,

to come up—might we but bid the sinner in
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burning cheins come up, sheeted with fire,

will go to heaven, for Inever did any one any

qnd, with trumpet tongue, testify to you of | harm that I know of”

the solemn, awful truths which God shall
reveal | Methinks, your souls would tremble
within you, Mark me, you are dying. There
js not & man bere, a child here, ov a woman
here, that is not dying. The hand of Death
jsupon you. . The pale rider is after you.
The arrow is put into the bow ; it is pointed
aod winged, apd it must pierce the heart.
For Death cometh. ‘T'he Judgment cometh.
And in that awful day, thiok what thou shalt
do. In thstday where shall the ungodly and
the sinuer appear ? 'When the book is opened
and the trumpet sounds, when the earth is
departing and God is coming, where shall the
ungodly and the sioner appear ? When-Jesus
js blessing the saicts and cursing the ungodly,
ah, where shall you appear? I close God's
book—my time is gone. God will shortly
close His book, for your time shall be gone.

1f I could, wy outstretched hand should pluck’

you all as brauds from the burning. I can-
not; it is GGod’s province, it is God’s work.
We warn you, therefore, to seize the present
moment, 10 lay a mighty and tight grip—the
grasp of faith-~upoun the hope set before you.
f)! remember fhat presently, after a few
more pights and days, a few more hours and
momepts, these «former things™ shall have
~passed away.” He that believeth in the
blood of Jesus shall be saved when these
things have passed away. He that believeth
aot 10 the bloed of Jesus shall be damned
when these things have passed away.—
Guinness,

A COMMON EBROR.

From the window at which I am sitting
{says an Americun writer), I'can seg over the
fiolds a little brown cottage. A few weehs
ago, a grey-haired man passed down the brick
pathway in front of it, every morning, accom-
panied by his little grandsvns—ooe of whom
was blind—bade them good-bye at the gate,
aod went forth to bis daily toil. On the
Sabbath, the neighbours loved to waich the
kind old man, as he guided the sightless buy
to church; and every one who met them had
a pleasant word for old Mr. C.

Several weeks ago, at the close of a bright,
pleasant Sabbath day, Mr. C. was stricken
with sudden illness. Before many hours had
goze by, the pbysician pronounced hig case
hopeless.  The minister was sent for, and
came to pray at the bedside of the dying mau.

“What are your hopes of heaven " waid
the minigter. * Are you restiog on Christ ?
Isyour faith firm 77

* Ab,” said the dying man, “Yam sure I

This the end of seventy ysars, m & land so
flooded with light as ours! ‘T'his the resnit
of seventy winters of the Gospel—of seventy
summers in the sanctuary ! Poor sld map—
going down to the edge of thedarls waters,
leaning ou such a bundle of reeds as this, trust-
ing in the hour of death, not in the perfect
atonement of the Blessed Oue, who died on
the cross to expiate our sins, but in the nega-
tive merits of his own moral life, in which
be bad not knowingly harmed auy oue.

Alas! he is not the ouly one, No need of
going far from our own doors to find heathen-
ism as dark, as hopeless, and infinitely harder
to overthrow than that which clouds the sunny
shores of India, or deepens the shadow that
broods over desolate Africa. No need of
hunting through the squalid bomes of the
Five Points, or the wretched dens of viceand
infamy in any city, to ind those who know
not Christ.

Jesusonly ! Oh ! pastor, preacher, mother,
be this the key-note of your instructions.
Jesusghe author aud finisher of our salvation I

“OPEN THOT MINE EYES.”

—

Ou the wall of a church in 3 foreign town.
there hangs a wouderfal painting of Christ’s
 1ast hours on the cross. With a countensnee
fall of Esve, of the deepest awe, and greatest
sorrow, Jokn is gazing on the spectacle, while
our Lord’s mother, supported by Mary Mag-
dalene, lies fainting at his feet.  On the cur-
tain being rolled up that covers it, you can-
not speak ; you cannot take off your eyes ; you
forget the painter in the painting ; and some
such emotions of awe, pity, «.nd wonder take
, possession of you as seized on the centurion,
| who fecling the earth quake, and hearing the
cry of Calvary, declared as ba left the scene,
Truly this was the Son of God.

Yet take onu of the blind mendicants who,
eap in hand, beg by that cathedral door, and
get him before the picture ; uaveil its wonders
{ before his sightless eyeballs ; and he stands
as unmoved as the cold, bard, stony piliar on
which the cauvas hangs. Or, from the
works of man, take the blind out to those of
God. Guide him by the shere when the
ocean shines like a silver mirror, or leng
white lines of breakers curl and foam on the
sands ; or the billows, swelling as they roll,
and bursting with the roar of thunder, fling
themselves in sheets of snow on tie rugg
cliffs; or lead him forth on a winter nigh,
when a thousand stars are sparkling in the
the frosty sky ; or take him on a summer day to
meadow carpeted with flowers of every form
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and large charities, because they thus Im

what tl?:world needs. Y ™
And to convince you, my brethren, of the

and the rickest hues: he sces no wonders ; not'!
he! He only marvels at your m]miration,l
and is dieposed, as the world deals with those
whose deiight is in the word. and service of { interest I feel in this matter, and of the groat
God, to set you down for a hypocrite or a) fmportance I attach to the Eressasmy helper
fanatic, a liar or a fool.  You are peither.— ! in the ministry, I teil yoy that if I had the
T'kere are stars in heaven and flowers on [ pecuniary sbility I would pay for, and sen¢
earth, The man does not sec them, be- regularly to every family in my congregation,
cause he is blind ; and so are we, if we have | & religious paper, rather than have them e
no relish for the word of God, ner seg any | without it It is worth ten times more thar
gracious and glorious wonders there. it costs to any map. No head of a family

Open a blind mau’s eyes. With what; ought to consent for a week to be without i,
amazement, admiration, happiness, ovexﬂow-i It will help you in every way. It will make
ing joy will he gaze, nor tire gazing, on all ' yow better Christians, I affirm that the
above and around hiwm, from the sun blazing in « Christians in every Church of largest views
heaven to the tiniest flower that springs in, and most firmly established Christian charge.
beauty at his feet! And let God open a| ter, and the most ready helpers of the pastor
sinner’s eves. the Bible will ~cem to him n‘l in every good word and work, are-those who
new bouk, aud he seem to himself a new crea- take and read a religious paper. Secarcely

ture. ‘

Wonders ! Ile will see his heart and
wonder at its wickedness.
| He will see the Saviour, and wonder at his
ove.

He will see how God has spared him, and
wonder at his long-suffering.

He will see sin in its true colom'g and
wonder he conld love 2 thiug so vile and so
detestable.

He will see salvution as the one thing veed-
{ul, and wonder he could huve taken a pight's
rest, ventured to close his eyes in sieep, till he
had found peace with God.

He will see the King in his transcendent
beauty, and wonder, as he throws bimself at
Jesus’ feet, that all the world does not do so
—that all men do not go after him, saying, as
he does, Jesug, thou art all my desire.  Whom
have I in heaven but thee ? and there is noune
upon earth that I desire beside thee. Thou
art chiefest among ten thousand, and alto-
gether lovely l—Dr. Guthrie.

—_———— e - - -

THE RELIGIOUS PRESS.

A clergyman lately addressing a Christian
audience oi this subject, spoke as follows:—

I wish to tell you, my friends, how much [
esteem, and how much every Christian minis-
ter esteems the religions press as his ally in
doing good. And I wish to affirm that there
is no other outward ageney on cmith which we
prize so highly. 'The influence of a religious
periodical in a famnily is valuable beyond com-
putation,—as necrssary, in the view of those
who are accustomed to tuke and read if, as
their daily bread; enlightening the minds of
the religious public in respect to all religions
operations; and, what is better, enfarging their
hearts, making them Christians of large views

i the extremest poverty should shut it out from
your doors. -

It will help to refine and train and Christi-
anize your children. It will stir and warm
your own hearts. It will inevitably and always
do good. And, if it does not already spread
its cheer around your firesides, ¥ cannot bat
urge you not to let another week elapse before
I you eurich yourself by the possession of so
ereat a treasure,  Faninently as the veligions
press hag been owned and blessed of God, it
deserves a large place in every Christian
housekoid, in every Christian heart.

Al

LET GO?

One great trouble with convicted sinners is
that they don’t believe in the grace of Christ
and his willingness to save them just as they
are. They loug to acquire a sort of claim to
merey, by deep conviction, or long striving or
great sacrifices.. The idea of being saved
wholly by the sovereign grace of Christ is
not acceptable. Dr. Spencer, in hissketches,
gives an illastration of thisin a sermon re-
ported by oue of his inquirers :

“ You know your sermoun that you preached
'just before I came to have apy hope—I
don't remember the text—but it was about
wandering sinners lost on the-mountains.”

“ No, indeed, madam, I have no recollection
of it.”

“Well, T can't tell you what it was; I
caw’t repeat it ; may be I can tell you enough
to make you remember it. Iknow youre
presented us in that sermon as lost siners,
lost in the woods, waudering over mountain
after mountain, in dark and dangerous places,
among the rocks and precipices, not know-
ing where we were going. It grew darker and
darker—e were groping along, sometimes on

the briok of a dreadful precipice, but didu's
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foowit. Then sone of us began to fall down
tho steep mountaids, and thought we should be
dashed to pieces. I know I thought so.—-
But we canght hold of the bushes to hold
owselves up by them—some bushes would

ive way, and thén we would cateh others,
and bold en till they gave way, brolke, or tore
up by the roots, and then we would cateh
otbersand others, Don’t you remember it, sir?”

& Partly, but go on.”

«Well, you sdid our friends were calling
fo us as we' hung by the bushes on the brink
and we called to one another, ¢ Hold on, Izola}
on Then yon said this cry, ‘bold ony hold
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believe that? do you-believe that he is ready
now? or do you think that you honour him
more when you make him occupy u loug
tinte iv making up bis mind to purdon you?
Not long ago the writer was addressing a
meeting 1 a town near London; and after
telling them of alittle boy who, going home one
night from o meeting where he hadscen peor
ple anxious about theirsing, and others getting
“peace in believing,” said in a tone of grent
distress—* There’s me ! home aguin to-night
| without ©hrist !" be warned thent that that
|night they must each take home with them
leither Jesus or their sins. Two persons

on,’ might be a very natural one to make, if one ' present. who had beea religiously brought up;
should see a poox creature hanging over the | wero seized with a consuming terror, and got
edge o 2 precipice, clinging to a little bush ' wo peace till they found it at the lvet of Jesus.
with all bis might—if the man didn’t sce any- Some movths luter the writer was gladdened
thing else. But you said there was avother {o loarn that, ever since, theyhad been happy
thing to be seen, which these ‘hold on’ people, in Christ, and were consecrating themselves
dido’t seemy to know anything about. You! wholly to his service. Lately, a clergyman
said the Lord Jesus Christ was down at the | down along wayin the country wasawakened
bottom of the precipice, litting up both hands - into great anxiety—-he saw that i had been
to catch ug, if we would consent to fall into | preaching a Christ whom ho did not himself
bis arms, and was crying out to us, ‘ Let go, | personally know ; and he came up-to London,
let go, let go.’ Up above, all around where | hoping to fiud the Lord there,  After a little
we were, you said they were crying ou., | he Fft to retarn home, without having found
‘Hold on, hold on.’ Down below, you said, | Christ. DBut, on his way down in the train,
Jesus Christ kept crying out, * Let go, let this text came before him— He was byuised
go i avd if we only knew who he was, and | for onr iniquities;” and in that word the Lord
would let go of the bushes, of the bushes of ' met hiny, and he has been ever since o rejoic-
gin and seli-righteousness, and fall into the | ing Christian. It was just the Ethiopian over
arms of Christ, we should be saved. Aud!over again:he hud co~ upto the capital

you said we had betiter stop our noise, and
listen, and heor his voice, ¢Bd take his advice,
and ‘let go.’”

“Dont you recollect that sermon, siv 2”

“Yes, only you have preached it better
than I did.” ’

“Well, when I remembered that sermon
hast spring, in my dark, backslidden stute,

secking the Lord, and was returning home
without having fouund him, when suddenly on
the way a message came to him by the very
same chapter ; and be went on his way re-
 joicing, becanse the Lovrd had fovgiven him
so freely und so immediately all his sius.
And wby should you, dear reader, continue
 in your sius 7 why not lay them on him, and

Ttried to obey it. I let go of everything, leave them on him, and from this hour go on
and trusted myself to Christ, and in a little | your way rejoicing?  “Cowe unto me,”
while'my heart was comforted—my hope came | Jesus seys to you at this moment, “and lay
back again. T don't know how I fouud peace | your burden on me, and I will give thee rest.”
the first time, if thet was not the wag.  Isup-|“Oh!the heart,” exclaimed an old saiut one
pose we have tomake our ehoice whether to | day “the great heart that Jesus bas to do
Lold on to semething which can't suve us, or Vs good " No way is so open in all the
let go, and full into the hands of the Lard."l world, a~ the way for a returning sinner back
o bim who died for him. Brother, will you
i come b—Christ owr Life, by Rev. J. Baillie.

———e et O—

THE FORGIVENESS OF SING.

Reader ! mayhap you are now troubled avd |
wearied at heart about your sins: you have ! Jess is called the “arn of the Lord.”
not been forgiven; but you would gladiy give | e 1s his workisg arm, his upholding arm,
aill the world, if gov had 12, to kuow you were the arm which disvenses all bis blessings.
really purdoued ‘e i How biessed to bave this arm to lean upon !

Y ou oftentimes tell God—=1 Lelicve i the ; still more blessed to know that this arm is be-
forgiveness of sivs.” What is your cxact {seath us—still more blessed to find his arm
meaning when you tell him that? 1lere is [around us, claspivg us to his bosom, and
8 scripture which will show you what tedt | saying, « Thisis my beloved, in whora I, too,
means by it~ Ready to forgive” Do you ;e well pleased,”
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SUBMISSION.

«Beye not as the horse or mule which, have no
anderstanding;” &c. Pa xxxii. 9,

We are here taught that the harbouring
of a rebellious tendeney against the Word
aud Providence of God, necessarily subjects
us to measutes of restraint and correction,
—+ Whose mouth must be keld in with bit
and bridle”  Asthe aniwal which mani-
gests a refructory spirit requires the sharp
application of the rein, and perhaps the rod,
to bring him under control aund render
him manageable, so the reasunable being,
if unwilling 'to submit his conscience to
the force of truth, and his heart to the
wisdom of God's arrangements,” requires
simijar trezstanent to bring him into subjec-
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he plenses,—that they entertain a meek
and lowly spirit like His own, when Hg
said, ¢The cup which my Father hath
given me shall I not drink¥—Not my
will, but thine, be done’ It isin such g
state of mind, only, that the word of God
falls upon our ears with pleasantand agree-
able effect;—then only that it can be felt
sweet to the taste, swester also than hony
and the honey comb. It is then only that
we are enabled to see that God doth not
afflict willingly nor grieve the children of
men, and to say with the Pasalmist, ¢«In
righteousness hast thou afflicted me,’ ang
+ It was good for me that I was affficted.’

But an opposite state of mind, indicated
by the refractoriness of the horse or mule,
leads us to cast God’s laws behind our
backs, and to slight each one of his ways,
to have none of his cuuasel, and to despiss
all his reproof. Aud so long as this op.

tion to the obedience of Christ; and it is . posite disposition is entertained, we have

often only by many and oft-repeated
strokes that he is brought to submit his
heart meekly to the teaching of God's word
and the discipline of his providence. But
it is only when he is brought into this sub-
mission ihat he properly begins to learn.
A haughty spirit will not learn, and wust
of necessity be removed before he will re-
ceive with meekness the ingrafted word,
which is able to save oursouls.

We here learn the first step towards our
being * taughtof God. It is haviug every
lofty imsagination, and every high thought
that exalteth itself against the knowledge
of God, brought down; and having the
conscience and  heart brought into a state
of submissiveness to the truth of God’s word
and the righteousness of his procedure. So
Jong as we entertain lofty imaginations
and high thoughts,—a confidence in our
own wisdom, and a persuasion that weare
right,—we can neither receive ins. uction
from God’s word, nor training from his
providence. So long as we are disposed
to say, ¢ Why hast thou thus dealt with
us? our lesson will not be learned. ¢God
vesisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto
the humble'— the meck will he teach his
way.” And our Saviour, in calling upon
siuners to learn of Him, requires that they,
first of all take his yoke upon them,—that
is, submit to the .wisdom of lng dispensa-
tions, and allow Him to do with them as

no grounds to expect thet God will guide
nsin the way we should o0, but rather ta
fear that He <will laugh at our calamity
and mock when our fear cometh, seeing,
he has called and we have refused, he bas
stretched out his hand and we have not,
regarded it

0! then, let covet earnestly, and strive
to attain that beautiful ang heavenly resige-
eduness of soul to the dispensations of provi:
dence, of - yich Christ Jesus has afforded
us so perfect an example, and which has
so often been copied by the people of God,
to the astonishment of such as have no
understanding.” Let us seek grace at all
times to hiear what God the Lord will
speak;.and to say in the sincerity of our’
hearts, whatever may befall us,—¢Itis the
Lord; let hin do what seemeth him good.’
And in cherishing such a spirit we may
expect to be faught and irained inthe way
we should go, till we reach the Jerusalem
that is above——R. Brydon on Psalm
32nd.— Edinbyrgh, 1848.

IxsexsiBizity 1o Dany MErcms.—
As the Dead Se drinks in the river Jordan
and is never the sweeter, and the ocean
all other rivers, and is never the fresher, so
wae are apt to receive daily mercies from
God, and still remain insensible of thery,
unthapkful for them. —Reynalds,
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$PECIFIC AND INTENSE -PRAYER.

#Agthe hart panteth aftet’ the water-brooks.”—
Pa. lii. .

We lose many prayers for the want of
wwo things which support each other,—
spesifioness of object, and intensity of
desive. Oue's interest in such an exercise
as this 18 mecessarily dependent on the
co-dxistence of these qualities,

In the diary of Dr. Chalmers, we find
recorded this petition: “Make me sen-
aibls of real answers to actual requests, as |
evidencés'of an interchange between myself
oi eirth. and my Saviour in heaven.”,
Uidér the sway of intense desires, our|
minds-paturally long toindividualize thus
the parties, the petitions, the objects, and
the results of prayer. :

Sir Fowell Buxton writes as foltows:
«When I am out of heart, I follow David's
example, and fly for refuge to prayer; and
be fornishes me with a store of prayer.
.... I am bound to acknowledge that I
have always found that my prayers have
beon heard and anawereds. ... inalmost
every instance I have received what Ihave
asked for. . . . Hence, I feel permitted to
offer up my prayers for everything that
eoncerus me. . . . Lam inclived to imagine
that there areno Zttle things with God.
His hand. is 83 mamfest in the feathers of
a butterfly’s wigg, in the.eye of an insect,
in the folding and packing of a blossom,
in the curious aqueducts by which a leaf
is nourished, as in the creation of a world,
and in the laws by which planets move.
understand literally the mjunction: ¢Iu
everything make your requests known
unto God ;’ and I cannot but notice how
amply these prayers have been met.”

Again, writing to his daughter on the
subject of a « division” in the. House of
Commons, in the conflict for West Indian
Emancipation, hesays: “What led to that
division? If ever there was a subject
which occupied our prayers, it was this.
Db you remersber how we desired that
God would give me his Sphit in that
emergency ; how we gitot:d the promise,
-He that lacketh wisdom, et hiny ask it
of ‘%hég Lpgié and it Baff be given hi?ia 4
and-how B v that passage in the
Old Testame;%t i??:hiehig i s;g:id',. “We
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that cometh against uy, neither know we
what to do, but our eyes are upor Thee’
—the Spirit of the Lord replying, ¢Be'not
‘afraid nor dismayed by reason of this
great multitude, for the battle is not yours,
but God's'? If you want to see the
passage, open my Bible; it will turn of
itself to the place. I sincerely believe that
prayer was the cause of that division;
and I am confirmed in this, by knowing
that we by no means calculated on the
effect. T‘Ke course we took appeared to he
right, and we followed it blindly.”

In these examples is illustrated, in real
life, the working of these two forcesin a
spirit of prayer, which must naturally
exist or die together,—intensity of desire
and specificoess of object.

Let a man define to his own mind an
object of prayer, and then let him be moved
by desives for thai object which Zmpel him
to pray, because he cannot otherwise satisfy
the irrepressible longings of his soul; let
him: have such desires as shall lead him to-
search out, and dwell upon, and treasure
in his beart, and returp to again, and ap-
propriate to bimself anew,Yhe encourege-
ments to prayer, till his Bible opeus of
itself at the right places—and think you
that such 2 man will have occasion to go-
to his closet, or come from it, with the
gickly erv, « Why, oh! why B my inter-
course with God so irksome to me¥” Such
a man must experience, at lesst, the joy
of uttering hopefully emotious which be-
come painful by repression.

On the contrary, let a mav's objects of”
thought at the throne of grace be vague,
and let his desires be languid, and from:
the nature of thecase, his prayers must be
both languid and: vague. Says Jeremy
Taylor: « Easiness of desive is a great
euemy to the successof a good man’s prayer.
It must be an intent, zealous, busy, opera-
tive prayer. PFor consider what & huge
indecency it is, that a man shouid speak to-
God for a thing that he values not. Our
prayers upbraid our spirits, when we- beg
tamely for those things for which we-ought
to die; which are more precious than m-
perial sceptres, richer than the apoils of the
ses, orthe treasures of Indian bills.”

The scriptural examples of prayer have,
most of tﬁem, an un‘utterab{)e intensity.

have no might against this great company

They are pictures of struggles; in which.
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more of suppressed desira is hinted than
that which 1s ezpressed. Recall the wrest-
ling of Jacob,—* I will not let thee go till
thou hast blest me;” and the ¢ panting”
and * pouring out of soul ” of David,—1
cricd day and night; my throat is dry
with cailing upon my God;” and the im-
portunity of the Syro-pheenician woman,
with her * Yes, Lord, yet the dogs under
the table eat the children’s crumbs;” and
the persistency of Bartimens, crying out
“the more 2 great deal,” « Have 'morcy
on me;” and the strong crying and tears
of our Lord,—“If it be possible! if it be
possible” There is no  easiness of desire
hete,

The seriptural examples of prayer, also,
are clear as light in their objects of thought.
Even those which are calin and sweet, like
the Lord’s Prayer, have few and sharply
defined subjects of devotion. They are
not discursive and volumineus, like many
uninspired forms of supplication. They do
not range over everything at once. They
have no vague expressions; they are crys-
talline; a child “need not read them a
second time to understzad them. As
uttered by their authors, they were in no
antiquated phraseology; they were in the
fresh formsof a living speech. They were,
and were meant to be, the channels of
living thoughts and living hearts.

Let a man, then, be negligent of bath
seriptural example and the nature of his
awn mind; let him approach God with
both vaguencss of thought and languor of
emotion— and what else can his prayer
e, but a weariness to himself and an abonii-
nation to God? It would be a wiracle if
such a suppliant should enjoy success in
prayer. He cannut succeed, he cannot
have joy, because be has no olject that
elicits intense desire, and no desire that
sharpens his olject. He has no great,
holy, penetrative thought in him, which
stirs up his sensibilities; and no deep swell-
ing sensibility, therefore, to relieve by
prayer. His soul is not reached by an
thing he is thinking about; und, therefore,
he ka3 no soul o pour out before God.
Such 2 man prays because be thinks he
mustpray ; not becauss he iz grateful to
God that he may pray. Thereis an un-
speakalde difference between “must” and
“may.”  tis his conscience that prays;

1 ¥all from 2 steady
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it is not his heart, His language is the
language of his conscience. He praya iy
words which ought to express his hear,
not in those which do express it. Hence
arises that experience, g0 distressful to an
ingenuous mind, in which devotion i
prompted by no vividness of coneeption,
roliing up a force of sersibility to thelavel
of the lips, so that it can flow forth in
childlike, honest speech.

Such an experience, so far from render-
ing prayer a jay either sweet and placid or
ecstatic, can only cause the time spsnt in
the closet to be the ssason of periodical
torturs to a sensitive coascience, like that
of & victim daily stretched on arack, For
it is in such prayer that such a conscienca
is most vehement in s reproaches, and
guilt seems to be heapel up most rapidly.
Oh, wretched man that ke is! Whoshall
deliver him $—Still Hour.

DIVINE EPIGRAMNS.
From Richard Crashaw’s ** Stepsto the Temple,” 1688,

ON THE BAPTIZED ETHIOPIAN. (Acts viil)

Let it no longor bo & forlorn hope
'o wash an Ethiopes
He’s wash'd, his gloomy skin a peacefal shade
For his white soul is made :
And now, I doubt not, the Eternal Dovo
A black-faced house will love.

ON OUR LORD'SSEPULCHRE.

Hero, whero our Lord oncs 1sid his head,
Now the grave lies buried.

THE WIDOW'S MITES.

! Two mites, two drops (vet all her houss and Jand)
heasrt, though tremblinéz hapd:

The other’s wanton wealth foams hjgh and brave,

The other cast away, sho only gave.

“TWO MEN WENT UP TJ PRAY"
{Luke xviii. 10).

Two went to pray ?_ 0, rathor eay

Ozo wont to brag, th® other to pray -

| Qne stands u&c!oso and treads on high,
Where th' other dares notlerd his eyo.

One nearer to God's altar trod,

The other to the altar's God.

| “XOW HAVE THEY BOTE SEEN AND
HATED * (John xv. 24.)
Seen, and yot hated thee! thoy did not see,
+ They saw thee not; that saw and hatad thec,
| No, no, they saw thee not, O lifo, O lovas,
Who saw aught in thee that their kste could move,

"1 ON ST. PETER CASTING AWAY HIS NETS

AT THE SAVIOUR'S CALL.

Thou hast the art on't, Poter, and canst tell
To cast thy nats on all oocasions well

When Christcesllis, and thy nots would havs Wee sisy:

To cast them well’s to cast them quits awes.

3 AM THE DOOR” (Johnx. 7.

And ftow thow’rt sot wide opa’; thospear’ssad att,
, Lol hgg’z nnlockc% lhc: a&ehe vory hoast.

ML A2 Mty e s e e
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[For ¢t The Good News.”
THE GREAI‘ ONES OF ETERNITY.

i They're not the favorites of fame—
E The idolized by man,

With sculptured pile to gaard the name
{ That's ever on the wan.

Tjs not the world’s heroic ones,
Who've trod the death strewn plain,

Nor learning’s long array of sans,
Who'll shine with horour then.

Earth’s trappings shall be thrown aside,
By death’s great lev’ling hand,

And in Eternity’s cold porch,
The sou) mast naked stand.

How small shall rank and fame appear,
When thus alone with God!

They only then the greatones are,
Who paths of virtue trod.

Who, thongh their course with thorny cares,
Up to the grave was strewn,

Their lives ran clear throngh all ifs snares,
Reflecting, Christ alone.

Who skulked not to their graves as some,
With fear and burning sbame,

Bat in the hope of being raised,
To everlasting fame.

Who lived not for the passing hour,
But kept the gonl in view,

They in cternity shall tower
With honozs ever new,

Who, traveller like, aweary worn,
Looked for the evening rest,

When at the moral harvest home,
They™!l sit down with the blest.

I2 book of God's forgiveness,
Thacir names are written down,

In heaven's bright ante-chamber,
Taey'll get the starry crowa.

Inrecords of eternity,
Their namaes emblazoned shine,

Aund death’s but honor's spring tide flow,
To favors all divine.

With Calvary’s young conqueror,
Thes'Il highest honors share,
Bis spotless robe of righteousnesss,
For ever they shall wear.
With kindling lustre, like to stars,
The holy, wice and pure,
Revolving round this central Son
Shall evermore epdure.
X Y..Z

THE PEACE OF GOD.

* The peace of God, which passeth all understand-
ing, keep your henrts and minds in the knewledge
and love of f God and Mis Son Jesus Christ our
Lord, &e.
The day is holy, and the hour
Is when thedaylight doth decline;
The place is God's own house, and power
Speaks i: those words—a power divine.

Peace ... sur hearts ; the serpent war
Hatl. twin'd himself about our earth,
So that us mortals everywhere ~
Doth meet him from the very birth.

Strangely that benediction prayer

Beats down the world beneath our feet ;
Lord grant us thy peace evermore,

If what our heart feels now is peace.

Peace—'tis a gush of heavenly light,
Flooded upon our earth-dimm'd eyes;

t It is the fire divine’s descent,

Upon our evening sacrifice.

Peace—it is Heaven's approving smile,
For which our world hath no compare ;

We know it Heaven's sunlight, and pray
Come quickly, Lord, and take us there.

Peace is a river flowing through
‘The eternal city of our God ;

And this a wwave ran over, and
Shed in our thirsty souis abroad.

Peace—'"tis a foretaste of the bliss
Pervading yonder iand oflove;

Only a tuste ; our Lord prepares
A feast of better things above.

Peace passing understanding proof,
Our common faith is Heaven approved ;
; Lord make our peace abounding here,
Then us to Paradise remove.
i —Williamn Deacon.

The Captain of our Salvation.

When Antigonus hieard some of his troops
; rather '](.spmulm"lv say, How wmany aure
cqmmrr against us ¥ he asked, « But, my
; ! sulfiers, how many do you reckon me for ¥’
. And whe: ever we think of our foes, anl
. then of the Captain of our salvation, we
, may truly siy, more ara they that be wita
. us than they that be with them.  Greateris
. Hethat isinus than he that isin the worll,
| Who gocs before us?  Who tenches our
-n.mds to war, and our fingers to fight?
i Who provides for us? W fio renews< our
strength?  What linits have Bis wisdom
and power? Did He ever lose an action
yo, or a single private in His army $-—Jay.
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Sabbath School Lesgons.
Jure 12th, 1864,

THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN.
Read Luke xvii. 20-37.
1. The Kiugdom of God is within you, ver.
1.

The Pharisees, from Christ's miracles, pro-
bably thought that He might be the Elias, and
asked “when the kingdom of God would
come;"—~his answer blighted s!l their expec-
tations of worldly pomp—it * cometh not
with observation;” that is, with no outward
show—"if is within you.” Itisa kimgdom
whose empire is the heart—whoge laws are
“righteousness, peacc, and joy,” Rom. xiv. 17.

IL The Coming of Christ will be sudden,
ver. 22-25.

This was said to the disciples, The king-

dom had come into their hearts, bat thezrf

THE GOOD NEWS

thoughts, . words, and sgtions, pleasing fp
Him? David, Ps. cxix. 11 Abijag hyg
good ir him, 1 Kings xiv. 13. )

2. Learn what change of place canng
do, ver. 21-28. It caomot change your ¢hy-
acter. Many seem to think if they were only
out of such a place into such another, it wonl{
be all right with them. Judas was not
changed.

1t cannot make you hsppy. How mazy
wander over the world to get away fnm
'thomselves! Get your hearts changed mw

all will be right.

3. Christ will come again. So Chig
says, ver. 24 So the angels said, Actsi.
11. We cannot tell whea or how He will
come. You will see Him ! Revik 7. Wil
you rejoice ?

4. Seewhat ruins souls. Not greaterimes,
not using the world, but giviag the heart toit.

This ruiced the sinners at the flood, end
those of Sodom: * They &id eat, drank, and

Master wounld come again in glory, and of , married,” but neither loved nor obeyed God.

that coming He seems noyw to speak. They
would long for a day of the Son of Man—
for another day of His presence. They need
not seek it. He would come like lightning,
and fill the world with His brightoess.

ITL. Men will be unprepared for it, ver.
26-30.

As they lived in Nosh’s time, in spite of

all his warnings, aod as they lived in Lot's
time, 50 men will be fonad living only for this
world when Christ comes. It does net say
they will be living 1n crime, but in deep un-
godliness. .

IV. We should be prepared for it, ver
31-37.

1. By notloving this world. Let kim who
is on the housetop never mind his stoff. It

was loving her stuff that made Lot’s wife lovk |

back.
2. By loving and longing for Christs
coming. Willing to lose this Hfe itself for

I1is sake ; thus, at i comiag, we would
find we had seemped e everlasting.
who sreks to save his Efe—who couuts fhis
hfe and its enjosments the only things worth
haviag, will find he has lost &is life.

3. Pregare noie. Christ tells them Tlis
coming would be sodden, like that of a thief.
It would separate many for ever.  Cne taken
—tu be with Clrst. The other left—niib-
out Christ. Iew awful!

APFLICATIOR.

1. Is the kingdom of God within you ?—
The Pharisees were always looking for some
King to reign on-<ide of their hearts, Christ
tells them to luwn within, IfGod was their

kino. their hearts were His kingdom. Have |

you let Cirist jnto your heart, aud are your

He,

: They might plead that they were “honet,
trespectable, inoffénsive people.” «If ary
love not the Lord JFesus Christ, et him be
accursed.”
! 5. Are you reazdy for Christ's coming of
{death 2 1f Christ 15 your best friend, you
woald like to see Flim—to see Him soon—
So Jacob longed for Joseph. ¥onr heat
will be with him siready. ¥t will not vs
| with this world's « stuff”
« 5. Hotw sudden, hown sod the srparatins
'of that day I "Fhe basband and wifg, bre-
thers and sisters, comjaciens and friends if
' not friends of Christ, will be separated thes
+ This made David mourn so- bitterly for Ab-
salcin and Seul—Edin. ST S. Lessens.

: —_—
; June 19k, 1864

NAOMI AND HER DAUGHTER:
Read Ruth i 6-22.

{Connerion.—The sceres so bozutifully deserided
e e L P
i King, David boing the only groat-grandcbildof Rei

and Boaz)
+ 1. The Sojourn in Moab. .
Ver. }-5. Elimelech and his family lelt
ennsequence of g _faimine—very likely to occer
| it any country where government was 0 &
: settled, and where industry was disconregsd
- by hostile invasions and frequent rasegs
(See Judges vi. 4-11.) Probably ke hs:l
i property in cattie, and was of some Con
' quence at home.  J¥ent out full, ver. 21
* " The marriage of his sons after his dest
with Moab’s danghters was against Godslsw.
! Flimelech dreaded such socioty less ths

{
b

t
.
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AYrobam did. (See Gen. x3iv. 1-6.) Death,
jn fen years, left Naomi, and ler two daugh-
tersi-law, three childless widdws,

1L The Parting. .

Ver. 6,7. The Lerd had visited his people.
Nasomi recognised God’s hand in removing
the famine. Her daughters evidently set out
withadesignto accompany Naomi. Probably
she had wor theii affection, and weeping often
¢together had apited closelythese desolate ones.

er. 8, 9. Now on the border of Istael,
¥aomi tries o0 persaade them to return—
prays that God weuld bless them for their
iindoess to ber and the dsxd. She dare not
wenture on these loved names !

Ver. 10-13. They still refasing, she urges
them by the bopelessiress of their sitnation ;
if they wen# with her, ske could not do any-
thiog for then. She had no more sons. This
refers fo the law by which the brother was
bound to marry a brother’s widow. They
hed suffersd ¢eo much already from their con-
pedion With her. It gricveth me much jor
your sake,§rc. It is aburden to a generous
epirit when others suffer through them.

Ver. 14-18. The sceze becomes very inte-

vésting.  Again they mingle their tears.
Jrram, hanging on the bosom of her kind
nother, cannot sey farewell, but, with one
ong, affectionate embrace, slowly turns her
aee and moves towards ker pative land.
Rora seems $o have been affected by Orpah’s
departure, only fo cling more closely to her
foud Naomi, anddn most patketical 47.d beau-
tiful denguage refuses ever $o leave her ®

Fiém her references 10 ‘God, and the sad
expression of Neomi, Thy sister bas rturned
{0 her gods, we would fain hope that the
geotle Ruth had been bronght to the kouw-
ledge .and the love of israel's God by her
mother-in-law.

TH. The Returato Bethlehem.

Ve.19-22. How Naomi'ssaddest thoughts
woeld be aroused by the objects she now taw
around ber! Il the city was moved—Is this
Vaomi 2 It was oulyfen short years since
theyhad seen her go ouf full; and while they
gawd on her face, they could bardly recog-
zize those well-known and loved features, for
vidently she hed the kind sympathies of her

¢ Imagine undorsome shedyires—on saeminence
from which you conld see on-one band Judah's far-
<F hills, and on the other Mosb’s fertile plaics—the
26d Naomi, bent by griof more than years, hor
Yeatty wasted by watchings and sorrow, with her
3%950ang and gracefnl danghtars, 21l three clad in
¥idows’ mournipg;~the mother, just raleased from
3 8ad 1258 embrase, is. pointing her daughter
kuth to her gister, as 400 her feco with her
w2ntio) ghaslowly takes theroad whichled herback
0 Yoo lorol%plains—sbe ¥ Return thou after
B Ouster” Ruth—her cyosf'galins:ith the energy
of Ber resolution, ber lovo shining bright through
T tears—knceling, clssps her 2rms closels round
Naomy, and most passionately exclaime, * Eatrent
W0 1R 10 loave thee,” &<,

people. Her anawer is very affecting. She
acknowledges God's hoad in all her afflictions.

APPLICATION.

1. Love secures happiness in a family.
They camiot be miserable—love lightens
every sorrow — increases every joy. Such
love as Buth's, tender, self-denying, nnchang-
ing, will secere happiness. How beautifal it
is ! Psel. exxxiii. 1. The family at Bethany.
How miserable a family without love b
family quarrels. Isasce’s and Jacob's families.
Do you keep love in your family ?

2. See that gffliction in your family makes
you return lo God and fo duty. Naomi's
seems to have been blessed to her. Her
mild, affectionate, and chastened spirit shines
through the whole chapter. How sad it
would have been to have saffered 20 much in
vain! Has God affficted another in your
family 2 See that you benefit by the suffer-
ing, or it may be sent next on yoarself. It
was for you too. David’s child, 2 Sam. xij. 14.

3. Feelings will not serve instead of prin-
ciple. Orpsh wept much, but yet she kisged
Naomi, turned back, and broke her resolution.
You will be judged by your actions, not your
tears. Religion of mere feeling or sentiment
is worthiess. (Ste Ezek. xxxiil. 31,32.) It
is easier to weep for, than to forsake your sine.

4. Cleave to Christ and your duty like
Rutk. Copy Ler resolufion. Let the depar-
ture of others only strengthen youe resolves.
Christ is worthy of such love, Matt. x. 37~39.
He will give you His Spirit.

6. Dealh can part the fordest love if it
is uot the love of Ckristians. Death has no
pits. A babe ou a mother's breast--a fatber,
surrounded by his children, he tears away.
See that those you love are all pledged to
meet you where denth never comeg. % shall
go to him,” &c., 2 Bam. xii.

6. Timewill change you. It has changed
you already. It changed Naomi so, that her
friends bardly kuew her. “Is this Naomi 2”7
Time will spoil beauty and strength. What
change will tep, tweaty, or forty years make
on sour body ? What change on your sowd 2
For better or worse ? Take care! See the
change on Manasseb—Paul—J oash— Edin.
S. S. Lessons.

————
June 26tk, 1864.

THE PUBLICAN axp tae PHARISEE.
. Read Luke xviil. 1-14.

{Connection—Was it the thought of Eowpiddfel

prayer was as aproparation for His coming that led
Chiriet to teach this lssson?)

1. Pray always, ver. 1-8. -
42 judge. Ore appointed for fhaphrpose
of protecting the oppressed. He was too
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gr::d\t to fear men, and too foolish to fear
G

A widow, ?oor and frendless. God pro-
mises gpecially to care for the widuw, Ps.
cxlvi. 9. Man shoulddo so, Isa.i. 17 ; Jumes
i. 27. Her prayers made the judge “thiv..
within himself,” wlile she thought they were
totally uselees. 1t was pure selfishuess that
made the judge do anything.

Feur what he saith. e ozly thought
it, but God hears thoughts, and notes them
down.

Skall not God? 1f one so wicked, sv
anjust, so selfish, could be moved by impos-
tunate prayer to help one whom be nelther
feared nor loved ; how much wore shall God,
80 good and so holy, answer the prayers of his
own children, when they are in so much
greater need of His help.

I1. How to Pray, ver. 9-14.

Christ seems to have seen some Pharisees,
who, hearing the lesson, “ pray always,” were
filled with pride at the thought of * how often
and regularly they prayed.” Christ wished
{0 show them that the prayer of pride was
ugeless.

The temple. It stood ouabill The ume
of the morning and evening saciuice, 9 a.x.,
3 an., was usually devoted t» prayer, Luke
1. 10.

The Pharisee. The Pharistes pretended
to be, aud thought themselves to be, very
good; but few of them were so, Matt. ssiil
27,28. Men thought them guud, respedtuble,
religious people. Paul was one, Mait. xxiii.
4,7,10,14,15. °

His prayer—He stood apa:t, near the iuner
court, and spoke loud ; he sought nothiug , he
only repeated & list of his own guod dreds
and other people’s sins. [ thank thee. Yt
he was not truly grateful, fir he was proud.
His pride made all he did offvnsive to God.
He compered bimself with others, Lot with
God’s law, 2 Cor. x. 12.

The Publican. A tax-gatherer for the
Romans.  The publicans were generully ver,
bad peopiwe. Matthew and Zaccheus were
publicany, Luhe ni. 120 He stvod afar off.
Perbaps 1. tar outer court. Shawe e
bim bapg Cown bis head, Ezra ix. 6. He
thouglht L.nwif a grest sibner—worse thao
agy one «sv; yet ho cest himself on God's
mercy.  llow hamble, how earuest, bow short
his prayer !

He went home forgiven. The Pharisee—

hike Haman, Esther v. 10-12—uent home |

fall of pride, but with a senteace of death
Waiting for him.
APPLICATION.
This passage may well be divided, ot the
¢nd of verse 8, inte two lessons—

THE GOOD NEWS:

? .
. . b
1. Prey aludys.  This meaus, logk ¢
God continually for all you requira
¢an desire o thing from God, though wo of
not speckiug abount it ; that is prayer, 1Thy
v.17. How much we need this fesson, 3 °
there any one here who used fo pray, i
does not now ? God 0ill enswer. Pry.”
Him, os Jacob did. We c.u pray auywhs! -
—on a sick-bed, Ps. xxx. 2; ona deathte’ -
2 Chron. xiv. 11, xviii 31. Jonsh ig} .
whale's belly ; Daniel iu the lion's den. -
2. God will answer prayer when |
pleases, He promises to answer, bat ded .
not fix the time. Though we may think 5: ;
He will never be too late. When ¢
ydied, Jobn xi. 21. So when they prw -
fulr Teter, Acts xif., Elijab, 1 Kings x7i
4 . -
3. God's people ery unto Him duy :mE ‘
night. Do we? If we are prayerless a; -
are pot Iy, Ts. cxvi, 2; Fob xuvii, 101 <
xliii. 26. %
4. Take gour complaint to God mﬂu%'-f"'
thar man. Jtisa good thing if afflictiod
send us to Christ, James v. 13. Heisenl
ready to hear and able to answer, \k{
often will not listen, or canmot belp usj -
Kings vi. 27. ‘The woman with the isef |
Luke viii. 43. _
5. The proud trust themselves, and perid, "~
{ Whatever they moy say, they trast the )
selves. You may be all the Pherisee vas! -
sespectable, honest, admired s religiony, ui
despising others—~yet God mmy abbor o7
proudtheart, Prov. xvi. 5. You may bel& .
the devil, and perish with him, 1 Tim. i
6. Tke kumble trust God and: arc savs,
, The publican presented nothing but hissx.
Ps. =xxviii 4; sl 12, Thought otberi«
(ter than himself  Trusted ooly to &
wercy, aod was safe. Are you williog tot-.ts
,his place and his prayer ?  Then here -~
mercy for you. The dying thief, Inke nDi :

i 7. How hopeless the case &f those ik B
, than the Pharisee. “Who are evenaselt’,
, men"—who are proad—who never prelq
,to be religious—to pray, to give alms ¢ .
; who are unjust. The Pharisee was notp
{ doved, Matt. v, 20. i
8. God will not receive thanks from¢: .
, proud sinner. The Pharisees were rejects
80 was Cain’y offering of flowers, Gop. ¥ ¢ ..
Yoo must first scek pardons through Ch:';} :
4bel did so, Gen. iv. 3. ; Heb. ix. 22. shzé
%

!

9. Bewure of despising others. Tt
s proud heart—a heart uulike Chrigt—z"
for heaven.—Edin. 8, 8. Lessons. -

To repent of sin iaas grent a wark of g

las not to sin.—~Rro oks.




