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C NOTES AND COMMENTS.
‘The week of Prayer is being geacrally obscrved in Canada
this week.  In Torunto the meatiags are Leing held in the
Wook of Izcture room of the Y. M.C. A at 4. pm.
Prayor daily ; the jrogramme being as fullows,
Monday, * Cunfession and Thanksgiving ™, Tucsday, * The
Church Universal ™, Wednesday, ** Natidns and  their
Rulers ', Thursday, * Famies and Schools ™, I'riday,
“ Fereign Missions.”  The cvening meetings were held a8
oclock on Tu=~sday, in the College Strest Presbyterian
Church, Wellesley Street Bapuist Church, and St Joha's
Presbyterian Church, Bolton avenue.

The sad news that Sir Henry Havelock Allen was cut down
at Furt Musj.d, on the Indian Frunticr, while separated from

Str Honry his escurt, on a march to Jamrud bas filled
Havclock-Allen.  Brish subjects everywhere with greac
surtuw.  Sir Henry was a sun of the celebrated General Siz

Heary Havclock, the hero of Cawopure and Lucknow, the
Christian Soldier, whose cateet has been used o paint a
moral to young and old. The late Sa Henry rendered
important scrvice in Canada during the Fenian Raid. e
was accounted onc of the bravest soldicrs in the British
Ammy and worthy of his father’s honoured name.

T'wo pownts of Mr. Ross’ cumprchensive platform laid down
at the Mouat B:ydges Consention are worthy ot being
Two Good cmphasized at the present time. One
Points. deals with the liquor laws, the other with
Canada’s relations with Great Britain.  The first plank he
explains thus .  To enforce without fcar, favour or affection
the laws respecting the liquor teaffir, and t impose from
time to time, as may be practicabile such restrictions un the
sale of intexicating liquors as w.ll promote pullic morality
and prete.t solidy from drunkenness and all kindred vices.
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The second plank is elaborated in these terms: To foster
and strengthen our relations with the LEmpire to which we
belong, and to adopt on all questions such a resolute,
honorable and progressive policy as will guarantee to the
Province of Ontario at all times that influence in shaping
the future of the Dominion of Canada to which it is entitled
by virtue of its arca, wealth and population. It goes
without saying that the great majority of the people of
Ontario will heartily endorse both propositions, but it is well
that such principles should be kept constantly before the
people, for only the force of public opinion can move
Governments and Legislatures.

It would appear that the peace which prevailed in W. C. T,
U. circles at the Toronto Convention over the Lady
Whito Ribboners  Somerset election, has not reigned
Protest. long. Under the magic of Miss Wil-
lard’s influence the Convention was harmonious and no open
rupture took place, but from their homes, some of the
prominent officers have, since, been complaining and resigna-
tions and protests have been tendered. Tt is now reported
that on account of l.ady Somerset's attitude on the C. D.
Acts, her clection to a vice-presidency is so objectionable
to some of the leaders that trouble is imminent.  Much can
be said for the objcctors who regard Lady Somerset’s views
as subversive of onc of the principles of White Ribbonism.
They do nut object to treedom of opinion, nor do they
minimize L.ady Somerset’s great services, but they, with no
small show of consistency, contend that holding such views
as she does, Lady Somcerset ought to have declined office
in an Association such as the W.C.T.U. Yet the cause all
have at heart will be better surved by a peaceful ending of
the controversy aod it is to be hoped Miss Willard's great
influence will brag about an acceptable sctlement.

A contemporary publishes the following suggestive para-
graph. 1 am secking for light as to my duty,” writes 2
Guidance for brother, *¢ and for a long time have been
Proscnt Duty praymg for God to show me the way.”
We know him to be a devoted mumster, secking only to
know the will of his Lord. And yet is it not possible that
we sometimes look quite a distance ahead and ask for light
as to that time? Isit not possible to become morbid in
praying fur guidance 2 Is it not better, ordinanly, to pray
fur guidance and strengih fut amediate duty, and wait in
the confidence that the light we neced will be given as out
fcettrcad the path of duty? * Que Father, who art in
heaven, this day lead me.” The hght will be given with
the daily Lread. Pauence, O my sou!; wait on the Lord,
and He will strengthen thine heart,

The depariure of missionaries to 3 foreign land s always an
intcresting cvent.  They go forth in obedience to the divine
Missionarios command, knowing, in a certain sense,
for China not whithcer, but in faith on Him whose
miessage of peace they are to publish to the ends of the
carth. Last weeh a devoted band was bidden God specd
at Toronto by Rev Al:x Giray and Rev. Elmore Harns,
on their way to China, sent there by the China Inland Mis
stom,  The names of the missionanes are .—Mr, and Mrs.
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Thorne of Mimico, returning missionaries, and the follow-
ing young ladics, who awe going out for the first time : —
Miss R. McKenzic of Galt ; Miss M. Standen, Minesing,
Ont.; Miss N. MacPherson of Philadelphia; Miss L.
\Webster of Buffalo, and Miss Lizzic Tilley, Miss Margaret
McDonald and Miss Lizzie Bennet of Toronto.  Theleave-
taking was quict but affecting. The hymns sung as the
group stood on the railway platform were symbolic of the
hopes and dangers ahead, and of the trust with which the
new scenes were ooked forward to.

LATE REV. WM. BURNS.

IPHE death of Rev, Wm. Burns, the Ageot of the Aged

and Infirm Muister’s Fund came with startling sudden-
ness.  Siicken down under circumstances of pecuhar
sadness, the shock
which the tragic
cvent  has brought
upon the Church
has been very severe.
Mr. Burns left his
home in the best of
spitits and apparent
health on Saturday
to preach i Knox
church Galt.  He
ofliciated in the forc-
noon and procecded
in the afternoon to
conduct a funeral
s.avice at the resiw
dence of 2 member.
le arnved, and be-
ean the service when
he reeled and fell
down dead—a sud-
den, unexpected call.
The news was wired to Rev, Poncipal Caven, who with
Rev. Dr. Gregg and Rev. W. G. Walace, noufied tuc
bereaved family. On ‘Tuesday the funeral took place at
‘Toronto, and the large attendance of the public as well as
of the ministerial brethren, showed the high esteem in
which the deceased was held in the community.

Mr. Burns became known early in his career, as an able
preacher aud an cnergetic worker in church circles. e
was associated as assistant minister with Rev. Dr Jennings
and Rev. Dr. Topp, and then settled at Perth.  His pulpit
and pastoral mimstrations were greatly valued and his name
was often mentioned as that of a leading minister «f the
church. But besides, he was possessed of mare than
average business capacity, which with the interest he bad
manifested in the welfare of his Alma Mater, pointed to
him as 2 most suitable agent for Knox College when the
I.ndowment Fund for that institution was to be vigorously
pushed.  In that capacity kie rendered invaluable service to
the College and therefore to the Church.  His name will
in this connection be indissolubly joined with the College
and no Alumnus will be remembered by those who knew of
his arduous labor, with more respect.

But it was as agent for the Aped and Infirm Minister's
Fund that Mr. Bumns' name will live in the annals of the
Church. Tlus important fund owes much to the devotion
of some leading ministers and laymen, cspecially to men
such as Mr. Macdonald, the convener, Rev. Dr. Fletcher,
Rev Dr, T'arsons ete, Lut Mr. Burns, as the Agent, was in
the full current of the work, which he conducted most
satisfactonly and successfully, 1e had given the entire
thought of *ns ater vears to the interests of the beneficiarics
on the fund, with what succers is kncwn to the Church, It

LATE REV. WM. BURNS,
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has been well remarked in the daily press that he overcame
difficultics which would daunt a man of less perseverance,
and turned to a successful issue cases well nigh impassible
of such an ending. This was because of his shrewd
knowledge of human nature combined with an amiable
disposition and a never failing courtesy of manner. Iis
position, it will be difficult to fill, for he knew the men he
had to deal with intimately and his knowledge of the Church
in Ontario was minute and comprehensive.

He will be missed by the members of the Toronto daily
press.  Without making distinctions he was a prime favourite
with the busy reporters, who were never turned empty away
while any item worth chronicling was within hisken. And
he will be missed by a circle of very warm personal friends
whose estimate of his character was based on an intimate
knowledge of his motives and aspirations.

T'o his widow and family sincere sympathy will go forth
in the hour of their tragic bereavement.

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

The Rev. Dr. Warden has issued the following
Comparative St._tement of Receipts, for the Schemes of
the Church, from the beginning of the ecclesiastical
year, 1st May, to 3i1st Dec. 18g6 and 1897.,

Schemes 18496, 1897,
Home Mtrsions....oovennenenenn. §21,358.47 $14,730.85
Augmentation.ccoe ciiiiieennn 2,605.49 2,986 23
Foreiga Missions.......... «..... 3892211 33,472,493
Fronch Evangelization............ 743137 59H.42
Puointe aux Trembles...... ....... 2,048 37 2 233,71
Widows' and Cephans’ Fund....... 1,225.85 1,047 2
Aged and Imdrm Ministers Fuod.. 1,047.22 1 363.04
Awpebly Fuad,.....oiiveinann... 2,205 43 1,773 60
K0x College. .. ounnnrneann vennnn 1,97111  1.393.19
Queen's Collegs....coovieinnn. oo, 208 57 218,50
Presbyterian College, Montreal.... 195.75 228 63
Mauitoba College.........ccun.... 1,150.18 958.47

Special attention is called to the fact that the Church
year now terminates on the 31st March, a month earlier
than formerly.

FOREIGN MISSION FUNDS.

HE Szcretary of Foreign Missions has issued a Leat-
let thatis worthy of special notice. It has the
merit of being unmistakeable in two fundamentatl points :
—The lost condition of the Heathen and the individual
responsibility of the membership of the Cluich. The
heathen are sunk in sin—they are the enemies of God,
and are without hope and without God in the world.
On the other hand the Apostles and Primitive Church
understood the Great Commission to be a personal
injunction, and they acted upon it. To them ‘¢ the field
was e world " and they went into all lands preaching
the Gospel. All can do this, the Leaflet says ‘“As all
can fight their country’s battles either by eulisting or by

supporting those who are enlisted.”

\We endorse this as the Scriptural and therefore the
proper and most effective method of preseating the case.
There is no comparison instituted or attempted depreci-
ation of any other scheme—it is a brief statement of
what is unquestionably the supreme duty of the church,
Any Christian who will not be moved by the appalling
need of millions of his fellows or by the direct command
of the Saviour whom he professes to follow, may reason-
ably be asked to reconsider his profession—especially in
this age, when the hand of God is so manilestly leading
on lhis Church to the conquest of the world, all narrow-
ness is rebuked by the abundant tokens of divine appro-
val. That the field is the world is seen, and felt and
believed as never before since Apostolic times.

On the second page of the Leaflet are given three or
four encouraging facts—a few out of many—chiefly in-
dicating how liberally the native converts give of their
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own limited means for the diffusion of the Gospel
amongst their own people.

The state of the funds is given in the following
sentence :—** The missionaries sent home estimates last
spring for the requirements of their work, and the Com-
mittee cut them down $20,000. Notwithstanding that,
the Committee has had to borrow up to this date (1st
D:c.) $30,000, because many congregations do not send
in contributions uatil the end of the year. We have
received to date $28,371, and still require Sg2,000 by
the 1st of April in order to close the year free from debt.
These figures include the \W.F.M.S. work, of which
$16,300 have been already paid, and are included in
above receipts.

If the church does not feel disposed to provide the
funds then—the more’s the pity—but there is no alter-
native. It seems the estimates sent from the fields last
spring were cut down to the tune of $20,000. In all
conscience that is close enough. Yet the Assembly has
ordered further reduction at the end of this month if the
outlook does not brighten and the Committee is deter-
mined to carry out the Assembly's instructions—has the
Church nothing to say to this? Now as congregations
are about to apportion their funds let them place an

injunction on the Committee and prohibit this pitiful
prospect of snatching bread from the hungry just after
it has been raised to the lips. The thought isintolerable.

THE LONDON DISASTER.

EW Year is not unfrequently ushered in by some
catastrophe which casts a shadow over the joys ot the
festive season. Unlortunately Canada has given 1898 the
tragic example. The disaster at London, Ontario, has sent
a thrill of horror through the whole country. The liveliest
sympathy has been excited, and from sea to sea but one
fecling animates Canadians. That such a calamity could
have been possible in a public building, supposed to be
under public inspection is a puzzle to many. It is casy to
be wise after the event, yet now is the time when the public

mind is startled to urge on all municipalitics to institute
strict inspection of all public places where people congregate
and where any danger to life or limb may lurk.

TAX EXEMPTION:

ON Monday the Citizens of Toronto were asked to vote

on the question of tax exemptions, and it is important
that attention should be directed anew to the result of the
vote. Several classes of property are at present exempt
from taxation such as property belonging to the municipality,
government property, schools, hospitals, ecte., also certain
monics, as income up to $j00. The vote having been
favorable to the abolition of all cxemptions, it follows that
all these classes are involved. The church is interested as
the propesed tax would fall heavily on property already
burdened by mortga s and debts, and on congregations
whose limit of ability has in many cases beea already over-
stepped by contracied obligations, The church people
themsclves could have scttled this question by voting
against it.  That some changes in the law may be desirable
we do not deny, but church property used for church pur-
poses should, for good and sufficient reasons often stated
of 1ate in these pages, be exempt from public burdens and
we arc disappointed with the adverse vole.

The question is of wider interest than to the Toronto
citizen, for a change at Toronto would mean a change in the
Province of Ontario, the statute being a Provincial one,
and the conference of municipal representative from which
the demand has sprang, being Provincial.  Therefore the
action of Toronto may have more than a local bearing and
it will be well for friends cverywhere i Ontario to keep an
cyc on petitions to the Legistature in this matter.

567

Reverting to the Toronto vole. It is not to be taken
without question as the voice of the people. Fust, the
total vote cast on the question was so much smaller than
the total vote cast on the other ballots—such as the
mayoralty, that if the difference were added to the exemp-
tion vote the pros. and cons. would have been practically
even, Buat further. It must be taken into acconnt that
there was a duplicating of votes, the same persons having
bzen permitted to vote in every ward on the roll of which
his or her name happened to bz, the same as if voting for
Alderman, thus onc voter might possibly represent five
votes in the majority and as the active abolitionists are, as
a rule, the property-holders it is very likely the vote in
favor of abolition was materially increased in this maoner.
Secondly A great deal of confusion existed in the
public mind as to the import of the question. Some
regarded it as against church exemptions only, asd were
influenced by the large arcas of real estate said to be
owned by Roman Catholic churches in the city ;
others, as against the exemption of stocks, mortgages,
etc; and what was quite strange, considering the pub-
licity given to the subject in the press, many pro-
fessed to have heard of the vote for the first time when
presented with the ballot at the polling booth. A
significant fact is the statement that many of the voters
did not understand the question, shewing that the
abolitionists have much educational work yet to do in
order to form an intelligent public opinion.

Oanc press criticism has been most unjust to clergy-
men s a class, claiming as it does that the strongest
oppasition to the abolition of exemptions come from the
clergy. We hope the clergy are against abolition, so
far as the churches are concerned. Clergymen are ex-
pected to stand by the interests of their congregations.
It is not the clergyman who would suffer by a tax, but
the people, many of them poor, whko would have to
make up the additional amount required and which to
many struggling congregations would mean death, or
reduction to the status of Mission Stations, Yet in face
of this danger clergymen can be found, so wedded to
theoretical visions, as to throw in their lot with the
abolitionists.

KLONDYKE MISSION.
EV A. S. Grant's departure for the Klondyke to
assist Rev. R. M. Dickey in his arduous labours
and difficult field, was made the occasion of a pleasant
gathering in St. James Squarc church. Rousing
speeches, which will re-echo in the minds and consciences
of many who heard them were made by Revs. Principal
Grant, Dr. Robertson, Dr. Cochrane and Dr. Warden,
but the feature was the address by Sir Oliver Mowat,
K C.M.G., who felt pleased that his first unofficial act
since becoming Lieutenant-Governor of Oatario should
have been in connection with Mr. Grant's projected work
and that too in the church of which h2 has been a mem-
ber for more than Joyears, The best wishes of all go
with Mr. Grant to this distant field of labousr.
THEIR EXCELLENGIES' VISIT.
ORD and Lady Aberdeen’s visit to Toronto, brought to
a close last week, will long be a pleasant memory to
the citizens. Tt may be safely said that no Governor
General, n the past, has taken such pains to know and
understand the people, or to have succeeded in advancing
so many rcal interests in this country. Ably seconded by
her Excellency, Lady Aberdeen, his Lordship has made an
impression on the public mind whick will be lasting having
been produced by good works, springiog from a high
sense of the responsibilitics and opportunitics of s
exalied position.
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“A HAPPY NEW YEAR!”

Four the Review

A happy New Year! A glad Now Voar!
Is tho wish of my heart for you ,

My that * perfect lave which kuows not fear,”
BB ** our motte ** the whole year through.

Let the Seasous come, and Seuvons go,
Yot no chuuge m our {ricudsl 1p bo ¢

May the Sumincer's heat, nud Winter's show,
Bo as Spring and Autumn to thes’

Whon the Ssath wiuds fan, or North winds roar,
Or temptation s tivrco storms uriso;

Keap Faith at tho liclm,—Hope at the oar,—
‘Tho Beacon of Lave 1n your vyes'

Come pleasure or pain, come good or 1ll,

Come Lafo or cotne Death this New Year,

Dewnk deep to the dregs the Muster's will,

* | am with thee—thou need’st not fesr '™
Taan, welcome, New Year ' latest and best

Ol all the glad years that hath heen

Moy we, at its close, with love attest :

lfn hath led us ¢* by pastures green * "

Zoron%, Canada

THE POWER TO BE QUIET.
BY REV 10HN HUNIER, DD,

Jous e

«+ Unquietness,” says an old writer, ‘‘is the greatest
evil that can come into the soul except sin.'' The
truth and force of this remark will be seen when we
consider a few of the bleusings which depend on the
power to be quiet.

THE LonS (08 RLSTLESSNESS,

Consider how much we lose of the beauty of the
world when our hcarts are full of unrest which selfish
desire and striving generate. \Without the tranquil
mind it is almost impossible to enjoy nature. The
flowers, and hills, and stars, the running brooks, and
the winds amony the trees, tell us little, it anythimg, of
their szcrets when we are disquieting ourselves in vain.
We must be quiet to get the best impressions from this
universe of sights and sounds.

Consider how much we lose of what is gracious,
beautiful, and helpful 10 our human relations, because
we carry about with us an uuguie. mind, a heart
seldom or never

At lvisure from 1teell
T'o 8o0the snd symparhise,

Qur restless and selfish moods, tempers, and habits
dimimsh our sensitiveness to the poetry and pathos of
human bfe, take from us the gift of appreciation, and
feave us with httle power to respond to the sweet and
gentle sanctities of home and friendship.

Consider how much we lose of ourselves, how we
{ail to come into true and complete possession of our-
selves, because we have so little of the power to be
quiet.  The hterary sense, one of the masters of
hterature tells us, perishes for want of repose, and the
same mught be said of even finer and more precious
@ifts—the gifts which make ot men great prophets and
great saints.  Alas ! for all that God gives and man
loses,

THE GAIN O1 311 QUIET HPART,

The power to be quict has its intellectual value. It
is necessary to clear, deep :nd strong thinking  The
mind must be quiet to get the best work out of itself.
To think to any good purpose it is not enough even to
be alone ; we must have the power to be quiet when we
are alone - the power, that is, to hold the mind calmly
and steadily to its work above all the strife and tumult
of the lower lile.

The power to be quict has its ethical as well as its
purely intellectual value To be able to answer in
moments of critical trial the vital question, ** What is
the right thing to do 7 What is my duty 2 We must
be able 1o separate ourselves from the excitement and
urgent pleading of private desire and interest, and
from the tyranny of worldly idea and custom, from the
convention which otten takes the place of conscience.
The clear vision only comes 10 the calm heart —the
heart {ree from wrong techng and selfish atffection. It
i~ the plaad lake that retlects the mountains and the
blue skies, and, when the night comes down, the ever-
Iastingy <tars. N0 it is in the guwet soul the lights of
the mo ol ey as rdlect themsclves,

To receive the deepest religious impressions, to have
the great truths of religion as a real and vital posses-
sion, we must have the power to be quiet. The eternal
voices are not heard when the world and passion are
speaking, and we are troubled about many things.
The visions of the seer and mystic ask for discipline
and quietude. It is the calm, br- ading spirit that has
given us the prophets of the East aud West, The quict
and contemplative mind shares the Llessing of the pure
in heart who see God. ** Be still and know.” *When
I was silent 1 heard a voice.” It is in stillness and
silence, when mind and heart and soul are fully awake
but calin, that we are most conscious of the One
Presence.

Ia seores silence of $he mind *
My heaven and there my God [ find.

Maany of us find it hard to believe what w would
fain believe, and much of our religion is a wm and
doubtful tradition, just because we have lost the power
to be quiet, Qut of life and experience come the great
revealings. What does it matter, as George Fox once
said to Cromwell, that we have the Scripture, it we have
lost the Spirit that wrote them? .We cannot expect
the unseen things to be supreme and commanding
realities to us if they are never allowed to get sole and
undisturbed possession of our feeling and thought, and
if all those secret and subtle ways are closed by which
the Silent Spirit approaches the heart.

FIPF POWKR THAT COMES THROUGH QUIETNESS.

The power to be quiet is power for worship. Itis
cssential to prayer, and to the receiving of the full
benefit of our gathering together from time to ime for
the social rites of religion. The best things do not
force themselves unbidden upon us; we must be pre-
pared to receive them, prepared to meet our God. It
would change some of our tamiliar forms of speech if
we realized how possible it is that when we are com-
placently dismissing a religious service as “dull,’ we
may in that judgment be passing sentence upon our-
selves and be condemning our own unserious and
unthoughtfvl moods and habits.

Amid the care and strife of our common life how
much we nced the power to be quiet! It is pitiful to
be at the mercy of things which are but the incidents of
a brief and passing day. To be strong and brave we
must have root in oursclves. To get out of life a
Divine education we must have the quiet and well-
balanced mind which in prosperity keeps us humble
and in adversity patient. The power to be quiet means
power to suffer and be strong, power to compel losses
to yield us some moral gain, and out of temporal defeat
to wrest an eternal victory.

It may seem hardly possible for us who live in these
days to get and to keep the power to be quiet. Life
has changed, and the whole state of society is different
from what it was even fifty years ago. Simplicity is
roing out of fashion. We have no love for quiet things.
LEven home and church are suffering fromn the excite-
ment and the supply of the means of excitement which
are characteristic of our time. \What a constant rush
are the lives of many men and women! Quiet work,
quiet pleasure, quet feeling, quiet thought quiet
prayer are things of which they appear to be utterly
ignorant. They must spend even their holidays in
crowds, and the noise of the big town or city has
become such a part of their nuture that they must have
the echo of it among the hills and by the sea. They
have no power to be quiet.

They chatter nod and harry by,
And never once passess their acais
Befors they die.

THE SECRET Ol QUIETNESS,

It is impossible, however, to cultivate and preserve
the power to be quiet, the quietude not of weakness,
but of strength, not of passion exhausted, but of passion
controlled and used, not of a world renounced, but of a
world subdued to the service of the soul and the
obedience of Christ.

Meditation will help us—{requent pauses in our
busy days for serious reftectinn upon life’s meaning and
end, and for cherishing those highest thoughts which
come not in noisy but in silent hours. Praye: will help
us—the prayer that brings the sense of the Unseen
Presence into our life, and the quickening and sustain-
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ing thought of the eternal goodness and care; the
prayer that means the identification of the human will
with the Divine will—lost in God, The worship of the
Church will help us—correcting and enlarging our
individualism by giving us the sense of universal and
eternal relationships. Obedience will help us. Great
peace have they whose obedience to the highest and
best is quick and constant ; who instead of getting
away from things, Seek rather to get right with things,
to be reconciled to the Divine order of the world and
life, reconciled to God. It is the peace of Jesus which
the world cannot give nor take away, but whnich enables
one to be quiet in the world, to venture abroad into all
its excitements and strifes with a calm and brave heart,
and while seeking things temporal to win with them
and through them all the finest and most enduring
things of life.

THE NEARNESS OF GOD.
BY REV, CIIAS, S, ROBINSON, D D.

Four miserable mistakes are made oftantimes by a
large class of persons even in our Christian communi-
ties ; any one of which would vitiate the true idea of
God as revealed openly to us.

Oane of these is the belief that our Maker is absolutely,
mechanically, remote from us ; a distant monarch ..zat-
ed lonesomely away from any human voice or footstep.
Sometimes we are unnecessarily modest in our forms of
expression. We imagine we are oaly just suitably de-
vout when we repeat the psalmist’s reflection uttered in
the eigth psalm: ** When I consider thy heavens, the
work of thy fingers ; the moon and the stars, which
thou hast ordained; what is man, that thou art
mind{ul of him ? and the son of man, that thou visitest
him?” These statements are perfectly true ; but there
is a sense in whick one may quote them tc his own
injury, simply misapprchending their purpose. God is
mindful of man; he has sent his own Son to die for
man's redemption. The dayspring from on high has
visited us, and the Lord is near.

Another mistake is found in thinking that our acces
to God is dep:ndent upon some grand caprice of His
favor. e picture the divine Bzing to ourselves some-
what as Esther pictured Ahasuerus, when she was going
into his presence to plead for royal relief to her endan-
gered p2ople. We seem to suppose there is extreme
risk in approaching Him. If He shall extend the golden
scepter, we are sate ; but the chances are that He may
not. And so, in the heroism of a fine devotion, we say,
¢ If we perish, we perish.” But Esther scemed to have
forgotten that on her finger at the moment was a ring
which proved she was the wife of the man she was so
much afraid of. And the great God is represented in
the Scriptures as hending over a redeemed soul, and
saying, ‘* Turn again, for i am married unto you.”
* But now, in Christ Jesus, y~ who sometime were afar
off are made riigh by the blood of Christ. Forheis our
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down
the middle wall of partition betwveen us.”

Sull another mistake is made when we imagine that
the seasons of God's banavolent feeling toward men are
periodic.  Many an elderly convicted sinner uncon-
sciously allows himself to be hindered in his surrender
of his heart to Christ by the surmise that the access
must be easier in times of revival. The influences of
divine grace are forced to find a most unwarranted and
uascriptural symbol in that ancient intermittent spring
at the pool of Bethesda, under whose porches sat the
lame and halt, waiting for the moving of the water.
Thus many linger in prayer with a sort of discourage-
ment, thinking the occasian may b2 inopportune, and
many others try to make an easy explanation of their
petition’s failing of an answer, when all the reason there
is for the hindrance is their own want of faith. OQur
Maker has no caprices, no moods of beneficence, no
vacillations of good will. No one thing in the Bible is
more clear than the representations of God’s unalterable
steadiness of purpose in His love and care of His crea-
tures, ‘‘ He that dwelleth in the secret place of the
Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.
He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his
wing shalt thou trust ; his truth shall be thy shield and
buckler."”
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. But the most inveterate mistake of all is found in tha
notion which many cherish as to the eminent likelihood
of self-deception in all attempts at amity with God. If
they try to be at peace with H{im how shall they know
they have been accepted? A very wide experience finds
its prepcsterous type in the hesitancy and final daring of
the four lepers in Elisha’s time, who sat at the gate of
Samaria in the midst of the famine. They said to them-
selves, ' If we sit here, we shall die ; if we enter in, and
fall 1nto the hosts of the Syrians, and if they kill us, we
shall but die.” VVe have even put this false sentiment
into a hymn, to be sung by an inquirer :

¢ Pochaps he will admit my plea; perhaps wili hexr my prayer ;
But it [ perish I will pray, and perigh unly therol

The result of any of these .nistakes is hurtful. The
idea of God becomes exceedingly repu'sive. He seems
remote, relentless, implacable anu exacting. Our

notions grow vague. We cannot wholly turn away from
the thought of Him, but surely there is no comfort in it.
1f there be any one of the old admonitions that isappro-
priate now it is this :  '* Acquaint thyself with God and
be at peace ; and thereby good shall come unto thee.”

It is sufficient to say here that the corrective, as
applied in the Scriptures, is as extensive as the mistake.
In each of these four particulars the word of inspiration
labors to be forcibly and explicitly clear. God seems to
be desirous to have men become familiarly and intel-
ligently acquainted with Him. \Vhile we are supersti-
tiously erecting altars, hke the men of Athens, to
unknown gods, revelation speaks up boldly to us,
saying, ** \Whom ye ignorantly worship, him declare 1
unto you."

The brief statement made in one of the ancient Psalms
centains compactly the entire action of fact. * Thou
art near, O Lord.” God has been pleased to reveal
Himself as close at hand. He has manifested Himselfin
the flesh. One name there is that ought to be dearest
of all to every Christian—Immanuel. For it means,
not a deity remote or hidden, but literally translated—
“God with us.”

Nor is this all; in this fine disclosure of Himself the
eternal God has shown us how intensely kind are all His
sympathies in our behalf. Instead of being distant or
capricious, Immanuel seems to be saying, as Joseph
said to those backward and guilty brethren of his before
his throne when he was ruler over ligypt, *“ Come near
me, I pray you ; for I am your brother.” In the person
of our Redeemer the awful majesty of the Almighty be-
comes subdued into ineflable tenderness and good will.
““Therighteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth
them out of all their troubles. The Lord 1s nigh unto
them that are of a broken heart 5 and saveth such as be
of a contrite spirit.”—North and West.

THE DUTY OF THE COMMON MAN.

The qucstions of chief interest to-day are social rather
than indwidual. We discuss communities, classes, nations,
races, not persons, when we are considenng moral reacwal.
Problems, perplextues, perils, are thrust hefore our eyes from
pulpat, platform and review. But they concern opposition
between the rich and the poor, the stnfe of political parties,
the contentions of organized bodics, the government of cities
and of the nation. Never, apparently, was there so much
work on hand for those who would do good asnow. ‘The
whole church needs to be pur fied ; social barriers must be
thrown down ; a class of men must be raised up with educa-
tion, leisuze and patriatic spint 1o hold the balance of power
in government.  ‘The competition for gains and honors must
be checked.  Systematized charities must he admimstered
50 as to diminish, 1f not aholish, poverty.

But work for great bodies of people must be done by
organized bodies  The tasks set belore us are too large for
an indwidual ¢ven to tak s hold of.  We are assured that,
unless somcthing is done, sncial revolutions and cataclysms
will be upon us. What can the common man do? Wil
any unarganized service avail against the dangers which
threaten the body pol:tic?

We believe thatihe opportumity of the common man to
make his life useful was never greater than now.  He cando
large service to his fellawmen by believing in and asseruing
his indwvidual intluence as against the passion of our tune for
merging all cffort nto organizations, for marshaiing cvery
philanthropic impulse under a banuer and a boss.  l.et him
rcalize that he has a place of his own to fill, that he cannot
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throw the responsibility for filling it on any leader in social
reform or any orgamzation. A great necd of today is a
multiplication of societies, each of which is limited 1o one
person.  Liach of these societies must face a world composed
in large degree of nulhons of ignorant, strugling, bafled
men and women, pulling down one another in their selfish
cagerness to get something for themselves in this bricf life.
But each society of one has for its first duty to find for
itself the place where it can do the greatest service.

Did we say a society ot onc? No, there are always to
be two, the man and s God.  And in a measureit should
always be a sccret saciety.  Every person who insists on
providing for it a constitution, by-laws and business should
be urged to organize by himself and devote himself to the
administering of his own society. The common man with
his God, 1 lus own place, has an exalted task and a bigh
honor. He need not wait a moment to take up his work.
At once he can begin to deal justly, to love mercy, to walk
humbly with hisGod.  He can put before himself the rew. rd
of sclf-sacrifice, can strive for it and enjoyit.  Every day he
will find as many opportumuties as hecan meet.  In his home,
his neighborhood, his business, he will face the whole world,
and by the simple excrcise of the spirit of Christ in him he
can inspire and lift up the world. He can make the sacri-
fice of the Son of God his own, and can share in its sufferings
and its joy. It is a daily experience. In his mistal es he
can learn patience with others.  In his triumphs he can be
assured of the approval of God.

‘I'he common man who does these things in not common
in God's sight.  He is not alarmed when the penls of society
seething with its sins are held up before him, for he is doing
Ius part in his httle corner of the world to avert these perils,
and bhe knows that there are many others doing likewise.
He knows, too, that each one, like himsell, has God for his
partner, and insuch a partnership he does not expect to fail.
Hisdaily life may be humble and unknown. Butthe Almighty
One has accepted 1t as an instrument for transforming the
world into the kingdon of God, and he rejoices in its strength
and i its results, which are sure.—Congregalionaltst.

PLEBISCITE AND PROHIBITION.

1 hope that the great body of the people of Canada will
vote for the Plebiscite ard Prohibition  The government
need not be afraid to carry the Prohibition law in Canada
Years ago, (1882-1885,) I attended Prohibition Conventions
at Portland and Old Orchard, Maine, addressed by several
Senators and leading men. Geaeral Neal Dow told us
that prohibstion had greatly ennched Maine. It was
naturally a poor State ;——and before Prohibition the people
generally were very poor, living in poor homes, often with
broken windows, ar? miscrably poor churches, Since
prohibition the wealth of the Country had at least doubled
and instead of being greatly in debt they were able to save
at least §24,000,000 yearly, and to lend seseral millions to
the new settlers in the Western States.  In Maine there
was not more than 1-10 the hiquor drinking there had been
before the Maine Law, and that chiefly among the traders
and visitors from other places, and they had to visit very low
places and use bribery to obtain it. In Maine they had not
more than one fifth the crime after prohibition and that
chiefly on the coast at points visited by people from other
places.  Now the hquor traffic costs Canada directly about
$40.000,000 yearly, and about $16,000,050 by criminal
expenses or say about $50,000,000 whereas the Revenue
from 1t 1s only some $7,000,000 that is in all about one
eight of what 1t costs Canada.  Prohibition would not only
save milhons of cniminal cxpenses but greatly increase the
wealth of the people of Canada by at least 70,000,000 to
£30,000,000 or ten umes the amount of the revenue.
“I'hen the government need not fear to charge the $7,000,000
as a direct tax on the people of Canada as tt.c country will
soon gaw vastly more  The New York Christian Heraud
13th December, 18y;, shows that in Cambridge, Mass,
they tned * No License ° and “ Tacense ™ for ten years,
cach, and that under *L:icense © the population greatly
decreased and under © No T.cense™ their revenue rose
from $nz,coo.0m0 ta 8 3.000,000.

Agaun, the ilen. Wo Lo Gladstene says that the Liquor
Tiathe destrays ore Lives than war, famme and pestilenee
Ibe best authunaes fecon 150,000 yearly are thus
destroyed m bitan the Umited States and Canadh, and
wome say 7000 of these i Canada.  Now surely it is the
duty of the government to punsh murder, and o step
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the Liquor Traffic which causes these murders yearly.

The objection that political panties take advantage of
Prohibitiun in Maine has little or no valucas politicians will
do what they can whether the people are under probibition
or not.

‘Then let all Christian people and all good citizens turn
out and vote for prohibition at the coming Plebiscite.

As for Maine the Prohibition which prevails there, though
oftgn tightened, is only partial, the State not having consti-
tutional power to forbid drink to enter it. But it would be
different in Canada as the prohibition law would forbid the
entrance of liquor and, as Major Rind says, that prohibition
would be far more easily and effectively enforced than any
partial law, Scott Act or even the Maine Law,

Toronto. RoOBERT WaALLACE.

LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

Pruuxval, Revenatioy, 8tadiesin Geonesis I.VIII, By I. Cyad-
dylan Jonos, D.D, New York, American Traot Saoiety 1897,
$1.76.

This handsomsly printed volume of,366 pages is the second
edition of the “ Davies Leotare ” for 1396, That a second edition
should be oalled for a0 promptly shows tho popular cbaracter of
$he work. It is written in a frosh lively etyle with a zood deal of
Welsh fervor, and desaling as it does with the protlems raised by
the opsning chapters of Genesis, whioh are of porenuial intereat to
the world, one does no$ wonder that it has met with so much
acosptance. D)z Jones' attitude both on questiona of criticiem
and oa qaestions of sciencs is mainly consorvative and he evideatly
wishes that it could always bo 8o, Ko acoasionally, however, fosls
ocompslied t3 make cancessions whioh show that ho is not imperv.
ioas {0 the arguments ot ecieacs, thoush he usually rozents its
conoladions. Thare io no doubs that De. Jones repreasata the sort
ol teansition siags in which many religious miade find themselves
at the prasent time, aud a3 he writes well his work may oontinue to
be popalar for a few yoars to come. DBut it ia verg obvious that
neithor he nor his sympathetio readsra can logically reet at the
point where they nsow etind. They mast sither reoede or go for-
ward toa Irankor acosptance of malern soionoe, whioh after all
they will ind not such a very dreadlal thing to do and which will
by no moans overthrow the fonndations of the faith, Ths writer
shywa himasell to be eatircly familiar with the receas literatare of
his subject, bat he has not yet shought his way throogh it or
reached any fixed priaciples of interpretation of the opening chap-
toraof Gsuesis. e ia neither honestly literal nor honestly psetiosl,
but endeavors like maany mors to bo somsthing bstween these two
—» mothod that can hardly bs expeoted to lead to very satisfaciory
resalts on tho whole, thorgh very convenient to mako the exposi-
tion intoresting in detail. The bodk is certainly worth readiog,
but as certainly we shall bafore long bave a betier and more sasis-
factory book on the sobject. Darhapa it has even already ap-
peared.

Ix Tne Nrw Caritar. By John Galbraith, Price 230, ‘Toronts,
Toronto News Co., Limited.

Ip this work the aunthor bas followod somewbat tho idov of
Ballamy and bas bailtan idosl dream of the fature apon tho com-
monpliace facts of every day life. Ia the opening chaptera of the
book ho deals with the apomployed. The effecs of the introduction
of machiuery on the redaocsion of the incoms of tho wags earner,and
toaches incideatally upon socialism. In tho second pars he dreams
of the City of Ottawa in 1999 in which he sces Caoada in an ideal
stato of boing and perfection which nono of our readers may hope
to live to realizs. Heooncludes with & rade awakening to flad the
world a« it was whon be wont to sleop, himself the sadder for the
awaloning.

Witk Mavs Arruna. By Poaltasy Bigelow
Catoo Woodwilio and from Photographa.
& Drothera. Price $2.50.

Harper Brothors thoughtfaloois and enterprise in sending
Ponltoey Fhigelow to Soath Afeios has resulted 1o the publicstion
of this book whioh appoared in getial form ta their jasily popalar
Montbly. The production of thes book scems t have been vae for
which he was particalacly fitted, and she proluot of his labor is
both valuable and timely. The cathor 18 a praciioal mav, an ox-
perienced traveller, a cloar-honded yadge of caases from their effects,
and a koen obsorcer of the lattor, shrowd in hiv appreciation of the
pecaliarities of people and 1adividuals, and joat and fair minded
in his d~dactions. Mr. Bix low limits tho Africa of tho white man

Illostrated by R
Now Yotk, Harper
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to the region strotohing fcom thoe Cape of Good Hop for u thoniand
miles or #0 northeastward along the Indian Ocoan. * As comparod
to the whole oontinent, it reminds ono of tho thirteon united
colonies of Amerioa in 1776 "—the New England of Africa—iwitha
vital difforence. Thio press-oe of 8o many imported Iollandera
Mr. Bigelow regards as an evidence of tho Boer's incapacity for
managiog his own affairs. The sketohes of Pcesident Kruger and
8teyn are well Arawn and comprohensive, aud the oontrasting of
tho two men and the oonditions which obtain in their respootive
Btates is both interesting and convinoing. It it is ungenerous to
expross a regret that m bock so teeming with information as Mr.
Bigelov's has no index, yet the addition thereof would have contri-
bated largely to its usefulness as a book of raference. The book,
on the whole, is admirable and deserves a hoet of readers.
A Tsar’s GratiTupe. By Frod Whisbaw. Prico $1.25. London,
Longmans, Green & Co. Toronto, Copp, Clark Co. Limited.
Thin latest edition of Longmane’ Colonial Library is as intoress-
ing as ite predecessors, The plot ia laid at tho time of the 1’enin.
sular War and embraoces many of the leading events of thas period.
The author is to be congratulated on keeping well within the bounds
of poasibility and has nos allowed his desirs for exciting incidenta
to wander $00 far in the flelds of imagination.

Tng Coxvirrkp Carnoric. A Monthly Magazine.
Father O'Connor, Now in its 12th year,

- This magazioe is epecially designed for the conversion ¢! Roman
Catholics to Lvavogolical Christianity. Ite epeoiul featuros are
teatimouies of recent converta from Rome, (lour thonsand of which
have been already published) ; tae irrepressible confliot betwern
the religion of Christ and she religion of the Pope; the Jesuit con-
spiracy againat American institutions, notab'y the pablio echools;
speocial reports fcom every quatter of the conversion of priests nud
people, and details of the euccessfal progress of this movement,
with general enlightenmont on Roman Catholic queatione. Sab-
scription $1.00 & year. Sawmple copies sont an applioation, James
A. 0'Connor, Publisher, 142 Weest Twonty-firat St., Now York.

Edited by

SvucesTIVE ILLUSTRATIONS o¥ Tik GoseRl. oy Marrnew. By
Peloubet, author of *Silent Notes.” Toronto and New York,
Fleming H. Revell Co.

Thero has never been more profound interest in the study of
God's Word than at the present day when tho most culturod minds
of Christian atudents in all parts of the world are giving thoir beat
thought to it, and the recent explorations and discoveries brought
to light by the spade are confirming some theories and throwing
light on perplexing points. But many Bible readers have nzt the
acholarship necessary to follow theso profound students, and yot
wish to have the benefit of modern thought aud study, and such
will be glad of this volume. There is no other commentary made
that begins to contain so much usable information. Our younger
teachers will eapecially find it very helpful, and their constant use
of it will tend to train their minds along those lines which will
cause their teaching to become effective. Tho book is a fine
specimen of printing, is strongly bound, and in every way fily
establishes the reputation of its publishers.

Tur City or Stomiks. By Frank M. Bicknell, author of *“The
Apprentice Boy.” Square 12mo. unique covor design, Illus-
trated. $1.25. Boston, Estes & Lauriat.

Mr, Bickacll is well known to tho readere of St. Nickolas and
Harper's Round Table a3 tho author of many clover fairy tales,
which have appeared from time to time in the pages of these
magszincs. The best of them have been collected in book form and
are published wil: noarly all of tho original illustrations under tho
title: ¢ Thecity of Stories.” Over thirty of thoilllustrations aro by
such eminent artists as Birch—making a most artistic as well as
interesting gift.

Tz Reaper’s Snaresizare.—His dramatic works condensed, con.
nected, and cmphasized, for school, college, patlor and platform.
By David Charles Bell. Vol MI. Price, §120. New York
Fusk & Wagnalls Company.

This 13 the third and concluding volumn of this valuable work,
‘Tho general satisfaction with which the preceding volumes of this
aow cditton of Shakeapeare wero received and tho generous com
mendation given 1t hy the preas prove that tho work wasopportuoe
aad welcome. Tho five features which account for the popularity
of thia work aro. 1. Certain judicious abridgments and omissions of
uonccessary or objectionablo scenca and words mako the text more
acceptable for fanuly and class reading. 2. Theso readings aro
intonded cruefly for tho voice and ear rather thaa cyo, and thus
will facilitate the much-prized but still neglected art of reading
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aloud. 3. Each play is preceded by a brief narrative, historica
and literary. The princips! sconos, inoidonts, and characters, not
ouly of tho wnin, but of tho socoudary plots, wre conducted by
elucidatory romarke, 4. Each play is 8o condensed that it may bo
read aloud in about an hour, or an hour and a balf. &. These con-
densations aro intended for uso in highor schools and colleges, for
private and family roading, and for public or platform dolivery,

PrrovngT’s SkLker Nores. 1898, W. A, Wilde & Co., Boaton,
For salo by the Fleming H. Rovell Qo., L'oronto.

For twenty-four years this sorics of Select Notes on the Sunday-
achocl Lessons of the Intornational system have been published.
with an over incroasing domand, and value. This issuc just
rocoived, bears upon overy page marks of the caveful, psinstaking
work of its compilers and publishers, und 1t will undoubtedly prove
to be the most valuable volumo of tho sorics. Tho book is a fino
specinten of printing, containa threo truthful maps, five full.page
illustrations, besides a host of smaller pictures scattered through
the book, is strongly bound, and in overy way fitly maintains the
high reputation of its publishers.

Wiurx Vauvoxn Casuk 1o Poxtiac. By Gilbert Parker. Prico §1,25.
Toronto, Copp, Clark Ca., Limited.

As proviously announced tho Mossrs. Copp, Clark Co. have
arranged for tho publication of a usifor edition of Gilbert Parker's
works of which ¢ When Valmond Camo to Pontiac” is tho initial
volume and will shortly be followed by * Pierre and His People.”
It is tho intention of the publishers to issuo theoso volumes at
intervals of about a month until all aro comploted. Parkor’s works
aro too woll-known to neod comment. Wocan, howover, rocommend
to our readers thia odition which is excollently printed on good
paper and bouad on American Bucrawm.

CHATTERIOX YOR 1897. Small 4to, illuminated board covers.
§1.25. DBoston, Lstes & Lauriat.

This is the original and only genuine * Chatterbox, and must not
be confounded with the many poor substitutes that are placed on
ealo with tho same or similar titles. It is undoubtedly ¢ The King
of Juveniles,” containlng over 400 pages, including over 200 full-
pago origioal illustrations. Six haodsomely colored plates srs con-
tained in the volume this year, and it is sewed instead of wired, as
heretofore.

Prico

The Copp Clark Qo., have just placed upon the market another
edition to Methun’a Colonial Library, ¢ Sccrotary to Bayne M.P.,"
by W. T'ect Ridge, prico 75c. This series which is uniform in
atyle, binding and price embraces some of the most popular works
of fiction as they appear.

Tho Presbyterian Committeo of Publication, Richmond Va.,
have just iasued a very neat little booklet, ¢* The Family Altar,”
helps and suggestions for family worship, prepared by Aonnie k.
Wilson. It contains suggestive scripture readings and a series of
brief and comprehensive prayers for overy day in the week. 'The
opening chapter deals with family life, tho reading of scripturs in
the home, family prayer and singing. Tho book should meet with
ready salo.

Our estcemed contomporary The War Cry issued from the press
of tho Balvation Army appears this weck enclosed in an appropriate
cover and forms their Christmas issue. Tho idea is pleasing and
represcnta briclly the various works undertaken by the Army, Wo
compliment tho publishers upon their enterpriso.

Tne Lavies’ Home JOoRSAL vor 1898,—To make The Ladies’
Home Journal for 1898 ** tho best of all tho years, the most cheer-
ful and belpfol mugazine that a woman can possibly have in her
home,” is the purpoto of its editors, as disclosed by a prospectns
oatlining & few ot the projecied foainres for the comiug year.
Whilo the Journal will bo more useful and practical than ever
belore, it is made apparent that ita literary fcatures will be
strepgthened, and that pictorially it will be moro attractive and
artistio than over. A notablo foaturo, ** The Inner Lzxperienco of a
Cabinet Mombor'a Wife,” a scries of lettors from tho wife of a
Cabinet member to hor sister, will, it is said, reveal some startling
and graphio pon.pictures of Washington social and offcial life.
Edward W. Book will have a special page for young mep, in
additton to bie usasl oditorial discussions ; Lilian Beall will con-.
tivns ber bright, crisp letters from Luropean capitals, Mrs.
Burton Harrieor. will describe socioty at tho boginaing of the
century, and ox-I'zesident Harzison 18 to writo on ** The Fisg in
the Home.” Tho 1848 Ladics' Home Journal, is aimed to meot tho
literary and practical necds of every member of tho household.
By The Curt1s Pablishing Company, I'mladelphis. Ton conts per
copy ; ono dollar jier year.
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UNDER THE EVENING LAMP

—-——

A .'ON OF INDIA.
tConclusion )

Buawaneo Is & city built upon s nll. la the valleys boneatharo
groups of the poorer native houses, hightly bunlt of lath and matting,
the soofs thatched with the shells of cocoanut.  Up on the hille are
the bupgalows of the Eagheh and well.to.do Hindus, set to catch
every panaing brec s, and looking out upon & panorama of beauty
whioh {s perhsps unequailed in central ladia.

In the dining room of one of these, ou the eveniong of the day on
which Sunol began his toilvomo march, eat three gentlemen over
their wine. The cloth had been removed, and tho pyramids of ice
wero refleoted in the polished surfaco of the table like the dainty
jcebergs that they were, Tho punkabs waving overhead kept the
air deliciously cool nud clear. Dowan ia the valley Samol halted for
a mament and looked up at the house, taking courago for the last
climb, His breath cxme spasmodically, more like that of a dying
man. He could hear voices aud laughter coming down through tho
still alr, for the windows and Goors were all oponed to the oveniog
breeze.

** Hero's » poor devil of & Hindu making tracks for your house,
Dapstan,” said Nobbs, one of the diners. **Qad, helooks as it he'd
beon walking for the last twenty years! Bt you five shillings ha's
comiog to brg for a cup of quakra,’ meaning, of ~eurse, monoy.

*“ If he is, weo'll \Jrop him down at Stcere’s, next door, said
Durstan, with a laugh ; I've got & grudge againat that fellow,
aoyhow.”

* \What for? * asked Tremain, the third ma, laconically.

¢ \What for ? why, because ho in what he is—a deuced parson!”

** 1 should think s0,” ra‘d Nobbs, dogmatically. ¢ D'you koow,
I believe if it weren't for thess pirsons we'd never have troublo with
the native population at all. They are so injudicious and incen-
diary, and the whole trend of their teaching, you know, is so
revolutionary and levelliog, deucedly levelling, in fact'”

¢ 1t seems to be good form, now a days,” said Tremain,” peeliog
a walaut, ** to shift tho onus of the blame oo to the miesionaries. 1
don’t go 1a for religion tyaclf, as you koow, but, hang it all, I like
to see fair play, and I must say that, from tny own observation, I
thiok that, so far from ecxercising a pernicious iofluence, the mis-
sianaries are distinctly on the side of peaco aad order. Besides it's
ridicalous to say that their influence is of & revolutionary kind when
you remember that thoy would have everything to lose and nothing
to gaiu by any dicorgamzition of present affairs.”

¢ Oh, 1 don’t mean to say,” replied Nobbs, * that they do it out
of pure cussedness, No, I mean that the tendoney of their dootrinas
is unsetiling—from their very bature it is so! The minionary
tries to make the native thivk—a very bad plap, a ruinous plan,
indeed, for wo don't twant him to thiok 1"

*¢ Certainly, not,” sgreed Duustan,” we want to keep them as
igoorant as we can, and if they like to eat each other 1a t*air deuns,
well, 80 much the better! Ita the only way to keep the. lown.”

* [V'a a0 effoctual way, I don't doubt,” said Tremain, throwing
himeelf back and tixiog his eyes, keon and cold as steel, on the
ceiling, *“but is it, should it, be a question of * keeping dowan?’ Wo
msy oasily cut our own throats by a policy auch as that. In my
opinioa, there is too much of thia off-hand way of setthing tho matter
~-a8 if the people ef India were a swarming pack of fleas, and wo
British had a sort of Bull from heaven authorising their immediato
exterminstion. Ia point of fazt, they havo qualities the finest in
ths world, if only—-"'

* Ab, if only, interrupted Dunstan, saceringly, * that’s just
whero the argunient fails, my dear fellow! We all know that aDy-
thiog might be *if only® it were not 1o and %0. The man who
bolsters up w defence of the natives ia building & pons asiorum by
which they will crawl over some day and give him his quietus when
his back 1 turned.  Now, just look at thit patriarchal old villian
coming ap the hil. moving as if he had & ton weight tied to cach
fuol.  Heus gong 1o pretend that he 1s worn ont with heat and
fatigue, the brggar! Wair til you hear his dolorous whine for
yanka, and then seo if you don't givo him a forcible invitation to go
and cool ns heels elsewhore.”

The threo turned their heads aud looked at Samol, who was now
nearly abreaat with the outer edgo of the verandah. It didu’t need
uuch obiervation to seo that his atrength was well nigh spent, aad
there was, bosides, such a curious mingling of oxpectancy, exalia
tion, and exhaustion in hia face, that the rough words of interd’crian
died on Danstan’s hips beforo 1hey could bo uttered.

** Gad! ho looks like an angel trailivg & coflio,” eatd Nubbs, with
a bowsterous laugh ; ** there's no denying 1t, theso Hindus are born
tragodiapal ‘o)l Jum an, Dunstan. he'll furnish us with somo
amusement, I warraot.”

But there was no need to ealt him in, for Samol, mounting the
vorandah with feeble steps, walked in through the open window
with an unhesitating directnoss which only his intonse abstraction
aud anxioly of soul could excuse or account for. And as thess wero
spiritusl conditlons which only God could know, it was not
unoatural that his conduot should seem to the diners unpardonsbly
audacious aud impertinent. Dunstan roso to his foet in a rage, and
poromptorily ordered him ont again. Now, Samol had made a mis-
take. Ho thought this was thio house of tho miwsionary. Ho was
trembling with weaknose, but he kaow that he dared not sit down.
He looked round, vaioly seeking a friendly face. But they wore
strange to him, and hostile.  This, thon, was what he had dsred a0
much and come %o far to find. In that moment the light of hope in
his hoart flickered, and died out. His head sunk on his breast
again; acrow his eycs gathered a thin film, obscuriog the last ray
of light. Daanstan looked at Tremain. ‘fremnin rose to hia feet.
Nobbs wheeled round and apoke out aharply.

‘I say, you old rascal, you needn’t come any of your tricks here,
We'ro nnt to be taken in as readily ar you think. [f you don’t goat
onco, Danstan Sshib will show you tho wayp out in a hurry.”

Samol seemed porfectly bliad, and there were noises in his ears
which provented hun feom heariog distinctly, but the word ¢“Sahib
struck him hike a flash of bright light, and ho raised his head again,
and began to fumble in his gurdlo.  The next monent he drew forth
tho precious leaves, and with a movement full of eloquence held
them out for someone to take, for he could not seo his way. Nobbs,
who was nearest him, took them from him reluctautly. But they
were in Hindustani, which ho could not read. ¢ I'm bothered if it
doesn’t look itko a tract ! said he, pissing it on toT'remain, **Here,
you cao read these hieroglyphics. Whnatis it the beggar's afwer ?

* 1 can't toll,” aaid Tremain, after a brief survey, *“ but this ia a
pottina of the New Tostament—Matthow.” .

Nobbs broko iato a laugh, ia which ho was joined by Dunstan.
+¢ Oh, that's his little game, isit?”

Samol kaew they wore laughing at him, and he shrank back.
Ho held out his hands for the leaflevs again, instinctively feeling that
there was no help for him there. Tremain put them into his hande,
aund looked with his keen oyes 1ato the old man's fuce.

** \WWhat 18 it you waat to kaow?"” he asked There was a note
of kindness in his voice, and that single noto shook tho very found-
ations of Samol’a soul

“1 am old Samol,” ho cricd, his weak voica shaking with
emotion, **and I know not what thebook meaas. \WhoisthisJeasus
Sahib and whero cap I find Him? I havo been a Sadh Jat all my lite
. . . but I dida't koow! . . . the Haglish are they not Caristiana ?
Do they not care? ... They hswe the poor Hindus ; but their
Christ, Hosays He lovesthe wholo world !  How then, Sahib?”

Tremain stood stock still. Nobbs fidgeted uneasily. Danstan
took a deep draught of wine. Samol waited, and then, as if realis.
iog at last that his quest was utterly in vain, with a gesture of
infiaite dignity nud pathos he replaced tho leaflets in his girdle, and
turned away.

¢« As quick as you like,” said Nobbs, tudely.

Samol half turaed agan, and staggered. ‘¢ Bhowanes wasright,”
he murmured, rawsing his hand as if he would call the world to hear
him.

** Tho man’s dying ' * said Tremain, stepping forward.

Tno words had hardly escapod s lips before Samol, staggering
again, fell to the ground beside the Kursi, and seemingly became at
once nacontcious. At the same moment, the missionary, Steers,
atepped on to the verandah, and called out & cheery Good Evening
to them all.

* Mr. Duanstan, I thought I saw an aged Hindu coms in here,
aud it struck me that he iiad mistaken your house for mine. 1 have
been trying to get hold of him for some time, and I belisve that he
has beca trying to fiad me.”

““ Mau, your a littlo late,” said Teemain quietly; ** he'll never
try to find you agaw.”

They all gathered round the usconscious form, and Tremain and
Stecro lifted him on to a couch by the window, It seemed as if the
sound of a now voice had fanued the flickeriog flame of life, for at
that moment Swmol opened his cyes and looked at Stecre. He
recogaised him at once, and a look of eager uestion came into hia
face. But the next moment the light died out agan, and he shook
his liead, aa if realining that for him there was no looger time.

s Shab-t.dwyur,” he said, sighing deeply. It was the dialect of
his mountain home, and he meant that the night was growiog dark.

Aad with that sigh his snirit pissed out of sight.

‘I'he four men stood dumbfounded forsome mioutes,and then Duoa-
stan and Nobbs bethought themielves of the wine, and went to tho
table aguin. 1t was thoe only thiag they conld think of at tho time.

¢ [ suppose, Mr. Steere this man is damaed ? ' said Tremain,
thrusting his hands deep into hia pocketa.

¢ Whin said 20? ” replied the missionary, turning on him almost
flercely.

** [ beg your pardon. I thonght that you would have it ao.
Shis man was not a Christian, you koow. "

Steero straightened himself up, aund looked at Tremain. ‘Their
oyes met, and something passed from eye to nye, and from 20ul ta
soul, which could nover be put into words. Then Steera said :—

‘S Andother sheep I have wohick are not of this fuld.” Me. Tremiin.
that wassaid before tho world had ever heard the namoof ' Caristian.’

‘T'comain did not answer at once. Thero was an unwonted light
1n his eycs.

*- I will sce you again,” he aaid, then, as he turncd and atrode
from tho room.

Ho went out into the night, and down thehill, where tho patches
of early moonlight were liko tho flgures of men, walking *

. And he, like old Sumol, had beguan his life anew. —The Christian
Leader,
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THE HOME CIRCLE.

NOTHING TO DO.
* Nothing to do " in this world of ours,
Where weods apring up with the faireat tlowors,
Whero stmiles have ouly a titful play,
Whoro hearts aro breaking every day,

‘* Nothing to do !” thou Christian soul,
Wreapping thee round in thy sclfish stole,
OIf with tho garments of sloth and sin!
Christ, thy Lord, hath a kingdom to win.

» Nothing to do!" ‘Thero aro prayers to lay
QOa the altar of iucense, day by day ;

Thero ara foos to moet, within and without ;
‘I'nore I8 oreor to conquor, strong and stout.

" Nothing to do!” There aro minds to teach
Tho simplest forms of Christian spoech;
'I'here are hearts to lure, with loving wilo,
From tho giimmost haunts of sin’s defile.

¢ Nothing to do!” Thero are lambs to feed,
Thu precious hope of the Church's nced ;
Strength to be Lorno to the weak and faiat;
Vigils to keop with the doubting saint.

** Nohing to do!” and the Saviour said,
** Follow thou Meia the path I tread.”
l.end, lond thy help the journey t,hrough,
Lest, faint, we cry, ** So much to do!”

BETWEEN THE LIGHTS.

As with doubtful haods we push away the shades and
take our first steps i the opening year, the thought cannot
fail to come to us all of how little we know what is before us.
Laving, but living an uncertain life, let the scason utter its
warnings. One thing 1s certain, that if you desire improve-
ment in anything, it will never come to you accidentally.
It must begin 1n a distinct, resolved purpose to make a
change for the better. I call on you to give this day to a
serious review of your life of what you have been living for,
and of what you purpose henceforth to live for. Give one
day to this, and let it be this first day of the year: at least
begin the year aright.  Here you stand at the parting of the
ways ; some road you are to take; and as you stand here,
consider and know how it 1s that you watend to live. Carry
no bad habits, no corrupting associations, no enmities and
stnfes, into this new year, Leave these behind, and let the
dead Past bury its dead; leave them behind, and rank
God that you are able to leave them.

A GOOD MOTTO.

Near the entrance of a certain building in the city of
London, accupied by lawyers, is a sundial on which is the
motto, “ Begone about your business.”

By order of this association of lawyers one of their
number was to select a motto for it. When the dial
was completed the dial maker sent his foreman to the
lawyer for the motto,

*“ What motto? Iknow nothing about a motto,”
he replied, ou being asked for it.

“* The motio for the sundial,” said the foreman.

“ 1 kaow nothing about it,” cried the lawyer, angrily.
“ 1 am busy ; why do you come to me for anything?
Begone about your business.”

The foreman returned and told his employer that all
he could get out of the man was, *Begone about your
business.”

“The very best thing,” said the dial maker. * He
conld not have hit on abetter one if he had tried all the
year.”

The next day when the people passed by the sundial
they read, in large letters, ** Begone about your busi-
ness.’'—Selected.

MARGARET WILSON AND THE XXVTH. PSALM.

**She was just a lassie, but she deed for the Covenant.”
“Within the sea, tied to a stake, she perished for Christ
Jesus® sake.” She was faithful unto death, and when she
was but eighteen, He gave her a crown of life.

Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto (God, in
the dungeon of Philippt.  So did this young martyr-maid
while she was fastened to the stake in Blednoch bay,
Wigtownshire, Scoiland, waiting fut the sea to come back
and overwhelm her, May wrth, 1685, Sweet and clear
were her notes.  Death aad no terrors for her.  She was
going to her heavenly Bridegroom.  Many of the onlookers
accompanied her, but often very imperfecily, on account of
their sobs.,

It is interesting to know the very wards which she then
sang. [ nced not say that they were taken from what is,
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pre-eminently, The Book of Praisc—the heaven-inspired
Psalter.  Of course, the version was Rouse’s. She sang
a part of Psalm xxv. In some accounts of her martyrdom,
it 1s said to have been taken from the 1st, version beginning
at the 7th verse.—
# My sins and faults of yooth
Do Thou, O Lord, forges ;
Aftor Thy meroy think on me,

And for Thy goodness great.”

But we arc told that the tune which she sang was
Martyrs—** plaative Martyrs, worthy of the name," as poor
Robbie Burns says. She could not, therefore have sung a
part of the 1st. version, for Martyrs is a common metre
tune—8, 6, 8, 6—but the 1st. version of Psalm xxv. is
short metre—6, 6, 8, 6. Shc must, therefore, have sung
the corresponding part of the 2nd version, which is common
metre,—

“ Lot not tho errors of my youth,
Nor sins, remember'd be :
In meroy, for thy goodness’ sake,
O Lord, romember me.”

The fact which 1 have just stated, imparts a great

solemnity to these words. ‘T, FBNWICK.

THREE LONG AND EXCELLENT WORDS.

There are three rather long words, which may be
used as pegs on which to hang reflections ot their own,
or points round which ideas may cluster. Oue is devel-
opment. Ifyou cut an apple through the circumference,
as you cut an orange, you will see in clear outline
around the starlike centre made by the seeds the shape
of the blossom. The fruit has grown from the flower,
and the flower's shap= is in the heart of the fruit. The
fruit developed little by little through summer days and
winter days, but the flower gave it the start. Take the
little thought and use it, and if you have a gift or grace
—a taste for housekeeping, cooking, sewing, painting or
reading—develop it by use and study and taking pains,

My next long word is responsibility. It means, as
we all know, the answering when we are called, answer-
ing to our names. The responsible person can be trust-
ed. Not long ago, in New York city, a fire broke out
in the upper storles ot a great apartment-house. Two
young women, one a young lady visiting the family in a
certain home on the sixth floor of the house, the other a
maid in the same home, were confronted suddenly with
black volumes of smoke, red tongues of flame, and no
way to escape but by the iron ladder that hung along
the side of the house. There were two lttle children
there, and some valuable papers, and though the young
women could not save everything, they took the children
and the papers down the fire-escape with calmness and
courage. They were responsible.

My last word is consecration, It is a very sacred
word, and I leave you to weave your own sweet fancies
around it. We must be consecrated to the best possible
ideal ; we must fill every day with noble work.— Har-
per's Round Table,

“In all thy ways acknowledge Him." Perhajs we
acknowledge God in spiritual things, but shut Him out ot
the other parts of our lite We talk to Hum about our souls,
but not about our daiiy work, our week-day life. What did
you pray for yesterday ? Did you men talk to God about
your business, your buying and selling, your farm work,
your common taskwork ? Did you women pray about your
household affairs, asking God to help you keep tidy homes,
to train your children well, to be sweet-tempered, gentle,
patient, thoughtful ? 1id you young people :alk with God
about your studies, your amusements, your friendships, your
books? We make a mistake when we take God into our
counsel in any mere sec’’on of our life.—J. R. MiLLER.

In the neighbourhood of Haddam Castle, Dumfrieshire,
Scotland, there was once a tower called the “Tower of
Repentance.”  What gave the tower its name we are not
told, but it is said that an English gentleman, walking nea.
the castle, saw a shepherd lad lying upon the ground, reading
attentively.  ** What are you reading lad ?* ¢ “T'he Bible
Su.” * The Bible, indeed ! laughed the gentleman ; then
you must be wiser than the parson. Can you tell me the
way to heaven?”  * Yes, sir, I can,”” replied the boy, in
no way cmbarrassed by the mocking tone of the other ;
‘“yeu must go by the yonder tower.” The gentleman
saw that the boy had learned right well the lesson of his
book, and being rebuked, he walked away in silence.
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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.

Lseon 111, - Broissixo or e MISISTRY 0F Jrats —Jas. 16,
(Matt.1v 2 17 25)

Gotoen Teat. —¢ The peoplo which cat in dutkcess saw u great
fight. - Mt 1v, 16,

Truk asb P'race —SBammer, A. D, 28 Gulile.

Lessox Ortrasg —1 Begioning to presch, 17
to cali men, 18 22 111 Beginning o heal, 23.25.

IaTRUDrCTION-— More than & year int2rvened botween the timo
of the lust leston and the present.  Of shis interval Batthew givoa
us 10 reco:d, bot from the other Gospels we learn that after Hia
temptation Jraus returned to Jordan, where He was recogoized by
John as tho Messish, and gatbered aronnd Him His carliest
followors. (Jobni. 29.51.) Accorapanied by them, lie went to
Cans, in Galilee, where Ilis firat miracle was wrought, (John ii.
111.) Aftera brie! time in Galiles oar Lord returned toJ erusslem,
where Ho cleaneed toe temple of its traders (Jobn ii, 12.25), nnd
whete He inmtrucled Nicodemur. Nearly a yiar was spent in
Jades, when the imprisonment of Johp the B sptist and the opposi-
tion of the Jewish ralers led him to go agsin 1nto Galilee, passing
through Samaris, aud pausiog at Jacob's well acd theneighboriog
villsge, at length makiog His headqoarters at Csperpaum. Oar
lesson takes up His work at this point.

Vrrse ny Verse~17. ¢ From that time.—Fcom the timo of
Hae going into Galiles. “*Heganto preach.”~H= had, no doabt,
txaght in Jades, bot His ministry {rom this time becamo & me<e
public ministry. * The kingdom of heaven.” —Tho epiritaxl
kingdom which Jeans was abous to e3tablish, 50 calied because it
eoarce is in heaven, and it leads to heaven.

1S. *'Saw two brethren”—1le had eeen them s year belore,
and anpoanced then that Ho was the Messiab, and they bhad been
for » time His followers. 53¢ John i. 35 42.)

39. *¢ Fishers of mep."—Whoss work ahould be to xin men acd
gather them info the kingdom of Christ.

20, * Straightway.”—At once. * Followed him."—Btcsme
from this time ilis copstant companione.

9], + Two brethren, James, . . . John."—Thoy were ocusing of
Jesus. 7:bedee’s wile, Sslome, was the sister of Mary, the mother
of Jesns. (Jobn xix. 25.)

23 <t AUl Galilee.” — The rorthern perovince of Pulestine.
+« Synanopuer.” — Places of wership, like our charches.

24. *» AN Syria.”"—A region north and northeasto! Palestioe, of
jndiGinite (xtent. ** Tormenta.”—Painfal diseascs.

25, * Decapolie. "= Literally, fen cities, the country east and
ssutheast of 1he Sea of Galilee. * Beyond Jordan.”—The country
oast of and bordering oa the river Jordan.

Trerants. Follow me.  Jesus never cella a foul to perform sn
ympambitity. He pever calls any tos life of idlencss. e went
sboat. o preached. 1Mo taught. Ieattended to the needs of
the suffcrirg.  Those whom He called wers alresdy busy. God
of1en ropeats his calle, inviting to s greater work and larger tersi-
tory. He that is faithfolinlittle is likely tobe faith{al over mach.
They were fishermen.  They were also dieciples. Jesus made no
otjection 1o their oocopstion. 1le endorsed it. Ho promised
them the work of flshiog with Him. He calls baildosa, and calls
them 10 baild up & epicitual heuse for kim. He calls ehepherde,
and says. ** Fced my flock.”  He fits every cne into the place for
which they are fated. Bat the invitation, the call, was to follow.
They were not called upon 10 go into places too hsrd or too
obscare for Hisown notice. They were to 3010 company with 1lim
No daty tos hard, no place 100 dreary for a ditciplo who walks and
talks with the Master. Tho call was ** (1} an iavitation to loll
coramnnion with Him, (2)s demand ol perlect eelf-ronunciation for

l1a sake. ¢ an apncteomment of a new sphoro of activity nnder
Him. 13y » jromive of rich reward from Hum.”” This call wazalro
w1 aea'ltafaith: (2racall %0 lator: (R)acall to saffering aod
crois bearing; (112 call 10 a heavenly home.”

The response. IPrompt and willing.  Straightway and
ynmediately they lefd their nste.  They were not waiting for an
openiog wh-ch might lead them into some mare iesirable work
They were busy alter a night's Iabor getling ready for snother
effort 1 the 108, They were aatisfied with tbeir calliog.  They
wers repgeninl with their partnere. They wers not expecung
Jesusto call far them in His work They had been with Him
be'ore, and He tiad made no special demand on them. Butpow
they make %0 question of why, or when, or whare, but regard the
oall, the invitauion, the dexand, as sincore, and Him who madeit
an their rightfol Master. Therefore they acipromp'ly. Asdisciples
they were teady lor anythiog fer the canse thoy had so lately
ospoased, and therefote went willingly. No coansel from otbers
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was nccereury. Phey know the Master, They trusted He would
loud them eafely nod care for all their intercste, Therefore they
had no need to prepare, but went straightway snd immediately.
An example of always being ready is hero illusirated.

The work. Teaching, preaching, healing, with authority.
« His authority was that of one who knows all the factsand all their
beariogs. Being God Hoknow all aboat heaven and hell, all abont
God and thetrnths Hehad revealed to the Jews,and all Hisplans and
parpeses fer His kingdom in the fotare. 1fis mesisge was the good
pews of God's fatherly love and care, of His forgiveness cf sin, of
kuowledge of the way of life, of the power of the Holy Spirit, of
rew light breaking over all the carth, aud not for the Jews alone.
Livery doetrine and promise and hope of the Gospel was good
pows."—P., Jesus was an example in preaching and teaching,
which Ho would have Hia discipler, whom liecalle to .that work,
unitate.  “ It is esd when toaching cexses to be preaching; more
s3d when preaching ceares to be teaching ; »mo3t sad when preach-
ing ceates to be thes Goepel of the kingdom; not less sad when
destituto of the power of life.”

The territory. Distant cities hoird of the fame of Jesus. His
work was 8o practical, 82 helpfu', that commanities were bettered
phytically a3 well a8 spiritaully wherever Jetus went. Remote
places, distant from’the holy city whero the temple and the priesis
wera the atiractions for the Jews, heard the good news of the kiog-
dom. Amoog tho l.wly and tho sick Jesuz began His ministry,
aad there Hig words were recsived.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

DAILY READINGS.
First Day—The Firet Lusciples of Jesae.  Joha i. 35-31.
Socond Day —The Firat Mirsclo of Jesas. Jobnii. 1.12.
Third Day—DBeginciog of Jesns® Ministry in Judes. John ii.
13; 1ii. 24,
Fourth Day— Jetus Journeying from Judes to Galiler. J:bn
iv. 1.42.
Filth Dag— The Second Miracle of Jeeur. Johniv. 4351,
Sixth Day— Clese of Jesus® Minisiry in Jodes. Johnv. 147
Praver Magivae Torie, Jao, 16, —FI<1IERs OF MEX ¢ HOW TO WIN
~ - sorts. 2Tim. iv. 18.
TOPIC THOUGHTS.
To win men we mast eerve men. Therois nothiog soattractive
as ooseifishnesr.
Study of the Master Soul-winner teaches us the cecret of His
proficiency.
Ve caznot win sonls aplees we traly want to do so.
Thore never yct has been & soul converted without the belp of
the Spirit.
Tho trained hand can best throwx the lifo line. To save souls
we must study how.
A passion for souls may boacquired in the school of prayer.
Without the prezentation of Christ and Ilim crucified these can
be no salvatidn for tinzers.
The w.rlély aro not wingome for Christ.
Tho soul.-winatr must spead mach time in stody of the word of
God. lnita pages is found essentisl wiedom.

For the same reasoa that Carist died, s disciples shon'd live
—1 c..tosave men. The grestest men of the wurld bhave had this
passian. although not all of them saw Christ'a asy.  The object of
their life was to bring to moen salvation 50 far as they koew it—
rousl aaleation, indasirixl salvation, or inteliectual salvation. I3
is oar groster privilege to offer 2o men fall sslvation for this life
and thelile to come.  Dare we do less than acoept this as the mis,
sion ¢f our life? ——

The tammons of to-day is a summons for yourg mea and
women who will convert desks, surils, plows. counters, machines
and kitchene, into palpits for the prozching of the glorious gospel
of the Son of God. ¥ivery post of daly should bo a pulpit. Jast
where yau ate is the place whore (God wants yon to be a sozl-
winoer, and it is the place where you exn serve Ilim most
effectively The fish that you atre 10 catch are the fish in the
waters beyide which yon etand. 1l you cannot cxtch them yoa
woald caet yoar line 1n vain in the watera of Alrica or Indis ot

Chins. —
As e boocmoe fisherz of mep, we must Tightly apprehind the

troo means of «aleation. Christ in " the way, the trah, and the
life,” and **there is nono other name under heaven jiven amoog
mep, whereby wo must be saved,” Mait i 21: Actaiv. 12w 3,
x 33, xur 23 i, 2. 1 Tim. §i. 5,6 Men are not sived by eell.
refarmation, or by merit. ** For by rrace are ye aaved through
f2ith : and that not of yourselves: it is the gilt cf God." The
soriptates are very clear on this poiot.  (Aets xvw. 11, Rom, iii.
2026, iv. 16, 2% Epb.ii. 5.8. 2Twr i 2. 10. To 1. 5,6, 0lc)



Church News

(A8 communizations to this column ought to
be sent to the Editor smmediately afler the
occurrences Lo which they refer Aave taken
place.)

MONTREAL NOTES.

‘The annuoal entertainment of the Chinere
Liaundry Sckools of the city was given in
the school room of Crescent 8i. Church on
Monday evening under the general direc-
tion of De. Thomson, the eflicient mission.
ary. The large attendance of the Chineae
scholare, numbering about 250, shows thut
Dr. Thomeon holds the contidence of the
great bulk of the resident Chinese com.
munity, potwithstanding cfforte recently
made by a few to arouse prejudice ngsiost
him becauss of his vigorous action in re-
straint of gambling among them. The
large attendance of teachers uand other
{riends doriog the eveniog proves that the
churcbea hava not lost their interost in the
work, thoagh the novelty is now somewhat
worn ofl. The programme was {arasished
almost exclusively by the Chicese them
selver, oonsis-iog of resdiogs from the
Bible, recitations, hymns in English and
( ninese, concludiog with & performarnce by
s native Chinese orchestra on their own
instruments. In his opening remsarke, the
chairman, Dr. MacKuy, msde special
refereace to the fact that this was the
ninetieth anniversary of I'ratestant mis.
sicns to the Chinese, the firait to go ont
havisg been the Rev. Dr. Robert Morrison.
There is no more hopeful department of
Chineso work than this attetnpt to reach
them on this continent, where they are sar.
rounded by Christian institntions and
Christian inflaences. Theyare much more
open minded than at home and prejudica
plays littlo part asa hicdrance to entering
light. Not a few of thess Chinamsn who
were brought to the Sibbath school solely
by their desire to learn Eoglish for basi.
ness purposes bhave been reached by sho
trath and are now communicanta in our
city chorches.

On VFeiday 1ast the coogregation of \ol.
ville Church, Westmoount, tarned cut in
large numbera at 3o0'clock in the afternoon
for the induotion of the Rev. T. W. Wia.
field. The Rev. Prol. Campbell pres:ded
and put the usual questionw, the Rev. T A.
Alitchell preached an appropriste scrmon
from Acts i. S: * Yo shall receive power,
when the lloly Ghost is come upon you.”
The Rer. D:. Barclav gave the charge 10
the mivister and the Rev, Prof. Ross that
to the people. A socisl gatberiug to wel-
come the new pastor was held in the even.
ing when the church was quite filled. Ad-
dresses were given by the ministera of the
cther P’rotestant chaurches in Wostmount
and by a number of the city brethren.

The Prestyterian French AMistion on
Daofferin street, which is in charse of the
Rev. Mr. Roodean, beld s moet successinl
entertainment on Tuesday eveaing, Dee, 28
It oonsisted of vocai and inetrumoatsl
music, recilations, cic. The children,
some in French and eome in Euglish, per.
formed their parts weoll, refieciing great
credil npon tharinstructora, Theball was
filled to overflowing. Kvery availablo
corner was occupied. A deputlstion .from
Bt. Giles' Charch and friends of the mus.
sion addressed the mecting. The work is
making good progress under the carefal
oversight of Mz, Rondean.

At a special meetiogy of the I'resbytory
held on Friday tho 31st uit.. the cail from
Norwood 0 the Rev. W, T. Mcriton was
soatained and his congregation of S
Therete cited to appear at snother ¢ cling
30 be beld on the 18:k of Jauaary.

Qg Alonday ovening, Dea. 7, the Preaby-
tery of Gleogarry met at Avonmore, the
chie! bosiness being 10 corsammate thocall
of the Avonmore congregation 1o the Rev.
George Weir, a rtecent gradoste of the
dlontresl Presbytetian Colloge. MMr. Weir
was cxsmited and answered the wrnsl juge-
Lions ealtisfaclorily. xnd his erdiration and
icdaction were proceeded with. The Rev.
J. Millar, of Soath Finch. presctnd the
ermon, the Rav. I D, Mclennan ad.
dressed the ministor, and the Rev. D
Aclaren xddraseed thoe rangragstion The
setilemont 18 viewed with salis’action. and
tho bost resnlts arc expueted.
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GENERAL.

Rev. M. H. Mclatosh bas accepted the
call of the West and Kuox church congrega.
tions, Nex Westnunster, 1 C.

The Presbyterisns of Bell's Corners, intend
Lulding a new church in the sprin[i; The
sum of 5710 has already been subscribed.

Rev. B J Hunter, of Kidgetown, has
remgued. Mr. Hunter has accepted acall to
achurehinColorada, s few miles from Denver.

The thankagiving cflering of the 1’cesby.
terian church Napanee, this yoar awonnted
to §217.40. ‘Thisexceeds lust year's cffering
by over $50.

Rev. P'rofessor Falcaner, by appointment
of the Presbytary of Halifux, proached to
the o ngreygation of Coburg Road church, on
Sunday, Dec ith, when the pulpit was
declazed vacant.

st a farewell social held at the Glebe
churcn, Ottawa, Rev. Mr. Winfleld was
presented with a handsomely cogroased and
framed parting address by the members of
the congregation

Rev. Geo, Cathberteron, of Wyoming,
preschied his farewell sermon to his South
Flympton congreiation on Suaday, Dec.
26:h, and on Sandsy, Jan. 2ad, tock leave
of the Wyomiryg congregation.

Raras’ church, Hiallett, thankoffering for
tho schemes of the church was 8202, the
larzest in the history of the congregation.
QI this eum >162.50 was put on the collec-
tion plates on Thaokszgiviog day.

Rev. I)r. McDooald has just completed
ninetecn years as pastor of the Firat church,
Seaforth. Aunniversary scrvices were held
on Sunday, Dec. 1%h, whin Rev. J.
AcMillan, of Lrndsay, preachod morning and
evemng.

Rev. W. ;. Back, who bay lately been
preaching in the Glebs church, QOttawa,
loaves shortly for the North-Wes., where
he will ¢nter upan ministerial dutiea in con-
nection with the Home Missicn work of the
Presbyterian church.

1rior to his departure for Rarrie, the con-
gregation of the Preabyterian charch, Suad-
rdge, walted upm their late pastor, Rev.
J. 1. tachranec, and presented an addrces
express-ng thar appreciation of hia work
amor g then and regret at his departure.

)a Christmas day the Iadiea of the con-
grrgation of N .John's church, Brockville,
Ppresented their pav'or, the Rev, . Strachan,
I A., witha fine pulpit gown, lie woreit
on the 26th at the communion scrvice, at
which there was the largest atlendance in
the hatory of the church.

The Ladies® Aid Society of Fern avecue
chureh, Toronto, bave preaented their ratir-
ing Premdent, Mre. R. C. Thbb, with nsew-
ing machine. Yor the past two years ihe
Iadics have paid the taxes and the interest
on the merigsye thas leaviag the voluontary
countributions 10 g3 towards stipend and
carrend cxpensce.

The anniversary services in connecticn
with S:i. Andrex’s church, Kippen, Oat,
were held on Sablath, Dec. 19:h. Rev. A.
SNtewari, of ("katon, preached morniag and
cvening on Sanday and delivezed an addresa
at thesocial on Moaday evening.  Addressen
were also deliverod by scveral other clergy-
:nen of the neighborhood.,

Meetingy of the Rockwood and Elen
A:lle Presvyienan congregations wera hold
on Thacsday Iec. 30 . Revr Mr. McPher
»eni, \lodera.or of the N-ssion, pronided.
From a liat of fice nuniters it was deasded
oy large majonitios 20 give & all to Rev,
David Avdenon, The call will be fornnlly
pracnted at the fizat meeting of the Pres-
vylery next month,

Ua Thunday alternoon, D.c 23nd, Rev.
Jeha Hawley waainducted sntothe pastoral
charge of the I'reabytenan congregations of
Watervalle and Lakeville, N.K.  Tha »r-
viovs were held 1n the chaich at Waterwlle,
whi b wax aselglly decorated for ihe
occannzy, and flled witha largacongrogation.
Rev, tian. Mcdillan, of Keatelle, moder
ael Theodicto! nduct.on was gead Ly
Rev, I' Al Macdenald, of Woliville. Hov.
H Duhae, of Windsor, proacked an excellent
aermon, kg av his text Job. x:, 13
Rev R ¢. Sinclair addrossed the minivter,
and Rev R N Whidden, of Bridgetnen,
wave the charge to the congregation. The
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ordination prayer was offered by the Moder-
ator, Rev. Mr. Hawley comea highly
recommended, and enters upon the pastorate
of one of the fineat copgregations in the
Avpuapolis Valley, ‘This congregation, which
has added Berwick to its ficld of labor,
euters upon a new era in a state highly
geatifying to the I'resbytery.

On Wedaeeday, 1)sc. 29th, Rev. Dr. and
Mra. McMallen gave an informal reception
to the congregation of Kuox Church, Wood-
stock. One of the features of the evening
was the presentation to Rev. Dr. McMallen
ol a silk pulpit gown. la a shoit address
the doctor thanked his people not oaly for
the haudsome gilt bat Jor the kindly feeling
it expreased. Light refrechments were then
haoded arcund and & moss enjoyable even-
iog was broaght to a cloze.

Alexander Dow, who was for nearly forty
years an elder in the Preabyterian church at
QOsgoode, Unt., died on Dec. Gih, aged ninety-
three vears. The deceased was one of the
three first church tiustees in the Towaship
of O«goode, and contributed very much to
the organization and masintensnce of the I’res-
byterian cause there in the early daysof tho
settlement. After scrving as & trusteo and
manager for upwards of twenty years he was
elected and o ained anclderin the year 1558,

The Prev .ery of Glengarry met at
Avonmore, on Monday, Dec. 27th, the chiel
business beiog to conaummate the csll of
the Avenmore congregation to the Rev.
George Weir, a recent gradaate of the Moa.
treal Preabvterian College. Mr. Weir was
exsmine” vvered the ususl questions
satisfactorily, and his ordination aud indoe.
tion were proceeded with. The Rsv. J.
AMillar, of South Finch, preached the ser-
mon, the Rev. D. D. McLenoan addresyed
the minister, and the Rav. D. McLaren
addressed the congregation.

Daring his stay ia Toronto, Rev. Dz
Cralts will deliver addresses as follows:
Sanday, Jan. Sib, a. m., will preach in
Cooke's Church, subject ** The Lord’s Day
aud the Reet day '’ ; p. m.. will preach in
Broadway ‘[abernacle, scbject ¢ The Bab.
bath in 19th century cities.” Moadav, Jan.
10th, 10 30 a. m., will addross the Minia.
terisl Aseocistion at their meeting in As.
scciation Hall ; 3.30 p. m., conference on
methods of work for defecding tha Lorc’s
Day, io small ball of Association Hall. All
ioterested are cordially invited. 8. .,
leciure 1n Carleton 5t. Me hodist Charch,
sabject ** The scientific bauis of Sabbath
laws,” illuatrated by chart.

Oa Sunday, Dsc. 19th,, Roox church
Bellafield, Man., which has been bmilt by
the *crofter™ settlers of whom there ate
about thirty families, was opencil { it 2ervice,
‘The services were conducted by Rev. J. H.
Cameron of Kidonan, who preathed 1n
Gaelic at 10 am,, in English at 11 am,
and again in Gaclicat 220 p.m.  Although
the day was anything but mild, the churen,
cspecialiv in the afternoon, war comfortably
filled. The church which is 45 foct long by
335 feet wide, is & well bmilt, acbatantial
asloae edifice with arched windows, wain.
scoting up to the windows, and arched caled
roof. 1t is heated hy a furnacaand icaipnr
anly seated wizh chaira whuhi it is inteaded

Well Known Pastor

Hcalth, Voice, Appctitec aund
Strength Falled - Complctely Re-
stored by Hood's Sarsaparilia.
*Iast yoar my kealth failed entirely,

My limhs were 5o woak that 1 could

everrcely walk. I hmd no apptite and

suffered with constipation. My voice

{ziled mic in the pulpit. I bogan taking

Houd'a Sarsagmrilla and very soon |1 saw

& great Improvement. In the winter 1

was attacked with the grip which Ieft me

wonk and prostrated. I went taek to my
old {ricnd, Hoods Sarsaparilla, which

sceens Lo be the thing forme.” REv. (X

BRAUVIIKU, pmstor Christian  chorch,
Loweliville, Oblilin, Tirmember,
rlood’s “5amn

00A’S parina

Tath-besl nfactihe e True Riesd I'usi@ies,
Hood s Pills cutc all vt dis. oo vvmts,
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Send us 10c. in

And weshall ecad you by mail & quarter
pound lead sample packet of tho purest a
aud miost dolicious of all teas,

e T R ST

e — N T

SALADA

SEYLOLI TEA

Quaoo tricd yon wiil nover forsake it.
Braled load packets only Ry Grocors every whe

Wholasale Offices :~2S ¥ront )stmt Easd, \:ona.
31R St Paul 8¢, Montreat, I'y

shall be replaced by pews at an early date,
The cburch cost ju the neighborhood of
$1,500, besides free Inbor, of which a large
amoual was givea by the people. A cam.
paratively small debt of something like S200
re:nains to be met. The Sabbath collections
amounted to $33. Ua Monday evening a
social was held in the new churcl. Tea
wasnerved. Moo, Mr. Young of Killamey
E‘mxged. Mr. Cameron ygave an address in
toglish, Mr. Matheson 1o Gaelio, and Mr,
Gordon of Winnipeg gave an addreas and a
vivid glimpse of * Camp Life in the
Belkirka”

Oa the evening of liscember 3lat. Rev.
R. Stewart, of Melbouras, Qat., received a
kindly worded addrses and a beaatifal far
0048 {rom the Riverside rection of hie con-
gregation.

01 Tassday, the 281k ult., the congre.
gstion of Kuox Chutch, Regins, preseated
tbeir pastor, Rev, J. A. Carmichael, with a
bandsame Persian Lamb overooas, as a
New Year's gily.

Taking as his text *“ How old art thon*
Rov. Mr. Herridge of St. Andrew's Charch,
Ottaws, preacked s very powerfal sermon
last Sabbath morzing, showing that the
quality and not the quantity of life ia the im-
portant consideration.

Fogagements of Rev. N 1. Russell for
mimiopary rmectinge*—Jan Sth, Cooke’s
church, Toronto, Jan. Gith, Merton St. Mia.
ai0p, 3 Jan. 9th, College Bt., Toronto,
Jan, 13th, Ceatral church, Toronto: Jan.
13th, Riog ; Jan. 1th, Bolton; Jan. 16th.
West church, Toronto.

_The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was
dispensed at Moffat and at Wolseley N.\W.T.
on Sundsy Dec. 26th. At the former place
thisty seven, and at the lstter thirty eight
members aal at tho Commubion  table,
Four members wero received by cerlificate
and ane by profeasion of faith.

On New Year's Eve the congrepation of
St. Andcew's Chatcd, Ouura‘,:r grcunud
3ire. Horridge, wils of the pastor, with an
oil painting of her husband. On Sabbath
the Rev. Mr, Herr:dge thavked his congre-
ration for the qifs and relarred foslingly to
tbo close commanion that kas existed be-
\ween himael! and the conpiagation doriog
his foarteen yoars pastorate.

Tho Scolatown congregation and Scnda
School held their wnsufenuthibmml o’x;
Christmas ¢vo when an interestin pro-
Erammo was pressuted. A pleanant fonun
«f the eveniog was the presentation to Mry.
Raog, wils o} the partor, of sevcral handscmeo
xfis from the Nabbath School and congre
gation. Rev. A, King was the rociprent at
tho samo timo of & purse of money a~d an
sddroas of approciation. Mrs. Kiog gavea
Chnustmas gilt of a new carpet to the choreh.

Notice is hereby given, that a spooial
general meoting of tha Sharcbolders of the
Seortity Gold Mining and Deveolopment
Cocipany of Datario, Limiied, will ba held
at 41 Adelaide Sireat. east, Toronts, on
Mooday the 10th day of January, 159K, at
the hoar ol € o'clock afternooa.

Toronto, Daa. g5 T. R. Ct, ruKkr,
Soc, Tromr.
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Ty Haspronest CALESIAR or THX
vear” is the prevailug opinion of those who
havoseoo Tux Yourit's Covrastox Calendar
for 1548. It consists of throe pauels, cach
of which prosents a» charming Watteau
desigo of figures in yusint, rich coatumes,
The twelve colors in which they are printed

ivea delicacy and soltness to theso pictures
ike that of water-color paintingr. Tho
throo panels are sucrrounded by a scroll
hordor ombossed in gold.  The entire
Caleadar it 20 delicate in design and coloring
that it makes an attractive ornament for
any home.

Tha Calendar is published exclasively by
Tie Youri's Cosraxion and oould not be
snld in art stores for leas than one dollar,
Yot overy nmow subscriber to Tur Con
raxtos and those who reaow for tho year
1808 receive it free. It is bv far tho richost
suvenir of the season that Tux Convaxioy
has ever presented ita friends.

Me. Gladstono the gmlcst. af living
Eoglishmun, has for the pith time paid Tux
Yoerrie's Coxrasiox the comphiment of
making it the medium threugh which to
address the American psopla.  Hie article
appears in the New Year's Number. Full
proapectes of tho 1898 volume and sample
copirs of the papér aent free upon request.

WHY SHOULD A MAN INSURE
HIS LIFE?

(1) Becauss to moat men lifc inwurance is
the only means of makiog abtolately sccurs
the {uture of their loved ones.

(29 Because through esdowment inwar
ance, & man, by makiog small aonual
deposits, may buy a fortume, to be paid to
him at the end of tweaty years,

(3) Because an adequate endowmeat policy
accomplishes the two great aims of a man'e
life : protection for his family and provision
for his own {uture,

Theso reasons take it worth the while for
inmyurance, cven thoogh a fow housebold
oconomies bo practise

Better have the wife economise a little
now, than bo {orced to economize a little
Iater on.

1§, after perusivg the above, you Jecide to
sure your life, it wall be o0 your advantage
to tako out a policy in that sterliog home
compsny the North American Life.

All policies issued by the company are
indisputable after ono year from date of
inue.

For pamphlets explanatary of the attrac-
tive invoatmen?t plana of insurance offered
by the company, apide 1o Wm. McCabe,
Managiog Dircctor, 112 to 118 Krog streat
weat, Toroato, or to any of the company’s
agenta,

Estadliabed 1730,

WALTER BAFER & 00, b

Dorchester, Mass., U. S, A.

.ﬂ& The (Mdest and

Iargest Manufactaress of

aPURE, HIGH GRADE

GOCOAS

AXD

) CHOCOLATES

«n thit Continent  No Chemi-
<als are vacl i thelr manufact.
urea. Thelr Brozhfast Cocoa te atasluted} pure,
delictnua, nutithus, and Gelsless thanedie cent
x cup, Thetr Premium No. § Chocalete 1« tho
best platn rhowsdate I the market ot family
uee eir German Sweet Chocolate tn Zuwed 1

At and gl tuddnink, It ur{ahume. nutti.bens
and healthfal; a grrat faverito with chililzes

Consumers alienld ask £7 and be sure tuat
ey pet the genulne

Walter Baker & Co.'s
Rrwnln, hadeay
Dorchester, Mass., U. S. A.

CANADIAN HOUSE,
6 Hospital Street, - ~ Montreal.

PAIN PAST ENDURANCE.

G. W. Coon Hopelessly Crippled
with Rheumatism.

Could Not Rafso Either Hand or Foot and
Had to bo Fod and Droasod—Tho Doo.
tors Told Him a Curo was Impossidble,
Yot ho Attonds to His Busincas To-dny

From tho Milbrook K- porter.

Rhcumatism hss claimed many victims
and has probably caused mote paia than aoy
other 11l affecting mankind. Among those
who have heep its victims fow have sutfered
more than Mr. G. W. Coon, now propriotor
of a {louthshing bakery 1n Hampton, but for
a number of years a resident of Pontypool,
when his severe illocas occurred. To a
reporter who interviewed him Mr. Coon gave
the following particulars of his great svifer-
ing and ultimate cure :—** Some seven or
eight years ago,” said Me Coon, “1 felt a
touch of rheumatism. At first 1 did not pay
mw.uch attention 1o it, but as it was steadily
growing worse 1 began to doctor for it, bue
to no effact. Thoe trouble went from bad to
wozee, until three years after the fiest symp-
toms had manifested themselves 1 became
utterly helpleas, and could do no more for
myaelf than a young child. I could not lifc
my hands from my side, snd my wife was
obliged to cut my food and feecd mo when 1
felt like eating, which was not often con-
sidering tho torture I was undergoing. My
hands wero swollen out of ahape, and for
weeks were tightly bandsged, My lege and
feet were also swollen, and I could not lift
my foot two inchos from the floor. I could
not change my clothes and iy wifo had to
dress and wash me. 1 giew a0 thin that I
Jooked more like a skeleton thas anythiong
else. The paia [ suifered was almoal past
endurance and 1 gol no rest cither day or
pight. Idoctoredwith nwnydoctors,but they
dls me ao good, and some of them told meit
was nos possible for me to get beiter. 1 be.
lievo 1 took beaides almest everything that
was recommended for rheumatism, bnt in.
stead of gettiog better 1 was constantly gos-
tiog worse, and I wished many a time thas
death wonld end my soffaringe. Qae day
Mr. Perrio, storekaeper at Postspool gave
me & box of Dy, Williama' Pink Pille and
urged mo 10 try them, 1did 20 somewhat
rejactantly as I did not think any medicine
oould help me. However, I used the pills,
then I got avother box and before they
were gone I felt a trifling relief. Belorea
third box was finished there was no longer
any doubt of the improvement they were
makiog in my cocdition, and by the tims 1
had nsed three boxes more I began to {eel,
in visw ol my former cosdition, that I was
growing quits stropg. and the pain was
rapidly subsiding. From that out, there
was & steady improvement, avd {or the firss
time in loog weary years 1 was froo from
Fin, sud once more sble 10 take my place
among the world’e workere. 1bave noinow
tho slightest pain, and I feel better then I
fels for seven yosrs previcns to takiog the
pille. I thack God that De. Williams® Pink
Pills came in wy way as 1 believe they
sared my life,and there is no doobt whatever
that they reacoed me from years of soriare.

Dr, Williama® ok Pilts strike as the root
ol the disease, driviog it from 1bo aystem
and restoriog the patieat to health and
air. gth, In ocases of paralysis, spinal
tronbler, locomtor ataxia, scistica, theutma.
tiern, erysipelae, scrofulous iroubles, etc.,
these pilla xre soperior 10 all other treat.
meal. ‘They are also a specifia for the
tronbles which mako the lives of 8¢ many
women a burder, and speedily reaiore the
rich glow ot healin to paleand sallow cheeks.
Men brokendown by avorwork, worcy or
excoisee, will iad in ok Pills a oertain
cure, Sold by all dealers or sent by mail
pestpaid, 500 & bex, or ix boxes for $2 350,
by addressing the e, Williams® Modicine
Comrany, Brockville, Ont., ot Scheneciady,
N. Y. Beware of imitations wad substic
totes alloged 10 be *" just as good, ™
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COLONIAL CONGRESS.
Tothe courts of Europe, this Col-
onial Congress was not abscure, it
wasnot visibleatall. Yet thought.
fully regarded, itdescrved consider
ation better thananything just then
engaging the attention of Europe.




