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Without Fear

I bave no fear of God who ever found

My carthly father full of tenderness.

How oft, in childhood’s hour, by anguish
bound

For some past fault, I'd faitering confess

My shame and sorrow, whispering in his ear.

He'd say in answer, “Were you naughty,
dear ?

I had forgotten.”” Then I'd go to bed,

By his kind words and kisses comforted.

"Twas thus I learnt a father'’s tenderness.

Through long, long years I cherish, love and
bless

The strength that shielded all my childhood’s
days,

The gentleness that blessed my childhood's
ways,

And know the Father in God’s highest
heaven

Will whisper, at the last, of sins forgiven.

—May Austin Low
b)Y

“Don’t Know What You're Missing
By Rev. F. A. Robinson, B.A.

At the back of a warehouse in an Ontario
city over ten years ago, a number of messen-
ger boys were enjoying themselves during the
noon hour. They had been pouncing on
cach other’s caps and sceking to throw them
on a near-by roof, and were greatly disap-

pointed that the distance was too great to |

accomplish their purpose.

A hundred feet away stood a lad of fifteen
watching the fun. He was a pale-faced
youth and was cvidently a stranger to the
place. Threc days hefore he had secured
kis first Canadian job, and his tungue re-
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vealed at once that he was from the Ol Land.

The dinner hour was drawing to & close
and one of the boys in the group began to
make plans for their leisure time that night.
After some whisperings they moved towards
the “new kid,” as they called him. When
their proposition for the night had been laid
before him he quietly thanked them but said
he did not care to go with them. One of the
boys asked, “Say, don’t you hit the growler?’*
“No, I don’t drink and don’t intend to.”’
A number of other similar questions were
asked covering a wide sphere of dangerous
habits, to all of which the same negative
answer was given. At the close of the con-
versation one boy expressed the opinion of
the crowd when he said, “Say kid, you don’t
know what you're missing.”’

Certainly the pale-faced jad did not know
what he was missing, but the intervening
years have brought its lessons. In a city
cemetery one of those very boys was borne
to a drunkard’s grave. Another has dis-
graced all his friends and has spent some time
within penitentiary walls, while the lad who
said “No,” and who started his life in the
new land with a purpose to be true to the
God to whom he had ever been taught to
look in the old home, has many a time been
thankful for what he missed.

Toronto
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The Rare Round Peg

“You're the rare round peg in a round
hole, all right, Nanette,” came in an exas-
perated gasp from the girl perched on the
edge of her open trunk. “Here we've been
living in our trunks for threc weeks, putting
up with all sorts of inconveniences, and doing
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without a single, solitary luxury in the way
of necessary comforts—and I've never hcard
an objection from you. You've been as
blissfully happy as if there were no such
horrors in the world as late trains, boarding-
house beds, or wretched meals.”

“That’s just where you miss your guess,”
laughed the pretty girl, as she tucked the
end of her Dutch collar in and fastened the
big cameo breoch. “I've felt like a very
square peg sometimes, though I tried to
keep the fact to myself. But when I left
home I made up my mind that the joys and
surprises of our trip would more than make
up for a whole lot of home luxuries that we
were leaving behind, and I've laughed at
each annoyance as it came—even at the old
Chinaman who refused to hand over the two
prettiest blouses I owned—and at the way we
walked to the art gallery in a deluge of rain,
and you wished we hadn’t come. False de-
serter ! I ofte. think of the old nursery
rhyme about the owl and howall they took with
them was their ‘honey, and plenty of money,
wrapped up in a five-pound note.’  Just
think of the things they must have left
behind—between beautiful forest haunts—
dark as night, and the warm corners of con-
venient haylofts—and then of the gorgeously
good trip they had as they sailed away in
their ‘beautiful pea-green boat’—of course
it was worth it !

“Forget all these troublesome luxuries,
Babs, we can have every day of the year at
home, and make the best of even the worst
that comes. Just think of all we've seen and
done! Why, cnough to make our poor-
deep-colored stay-at-home days, rainbow-
tinted for months to come ;" and the pretty
girl turned on the perplexed one with a con-
quering smile that would have bridged every
traveling trouble that ever existed.

““You’ve found out a secret that I haven’t
learned yet, Nan,” said the girl on the edge
of the trunk. ¢ The next time I go traveling
I'll take a course of instruction from you be-
fore I start. I know I’ve been horribly dis-
agreeable and bad tempered at times.”

“I'll forgive you,” assured the pretty girl,
gaily, “if you mend your ways. Just change
your attitude to things and pcople in gencral
and try being delightfully agreeable and good

tempered, and you'll see. You'll be sought
after to join all the traveling purties within
miles—and ready to fit into any hole that
comes along—round or square.”—H. Mar.
garet Fairlie

i

Stirring Up the Nest
By Rev. J. W. A. Nicholson, M.A.

Have you watched a young half~grown
robin flopping clumsily about from one tree
to another? What is the explanation of
these awkward movements that hardly
deserve the name of “flying 7 ¥

The empty nest in the croteh of that near-
by apple-tree partly tells the story. Cooped
up and crowded in such narrow quarters,
and feeling new powers stirring within him,
Master Robin has taken to his wings. Hehas
ventured into a larger world, and these
short flights, bowever awkwardly done, are
the practice and preparation for far journcys
and exciting adventures. Some duy he will
rise above the trees, trust himself to the
yielding air and sail swiftly away, master of
the art of flight. This is the glory of a
bird.

Boys and girls, as well as birds, outgrow
the home nest. Some day they wake up to
find their quarters under the family roof
cramping and confining them. They feel
new powers welling up within them. A great
longing comes over them—to go out into the
world and be and do something worth while.
In that big, busy world outside they hear
voices calling them, and they hardly know
what is the mesning of it all. Half-fearfully,
half-hopefully they venture out,—alone

Courage, young man !  Courage, young
woman ! This same thing has been happen-
ing since the world was young. That world
is God's, and for His tasks He nceds work-
men. The voice you only half understood
was your heavenly Father’s calling you into
Hisservice. There are bodies to be cared for,
minds to be trained, wills to be directed and
He has need of you.

What are those strange forces you fel
moving within you and calling aloud for
action? The great Parent Spirit is ﬁllfng
your life with His own divine power, striving
to stir you out of the snug, comfortable
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home nest into the larger world,—His own
mighty workshop.

There are glorious tasks there waiting
to be done.  In attempting them you will
reach manhood and womanhood, and know
that you have found the work God has ap-
poinied for you to do. This is the glory of
4man.

“Came the Whisper, came the Vision, came
the Power with the need,

Till the Soul that is not man’s soul was

lent us to lead.”

Dartmouth, N.S.
b Y

“Jf I Were You "

If I were you—

T’d think about as you think,
I expect.

If T were you—

I'd talk about as you talk,

1 expect.

If I were you—

I'd do about as you do,

I expect. .

And so, if I were you,

T'd think, and talk, and do,
Just about as you do,

I expect.

And that is why I'm glad

I am not you,

And do as you do,

But am myself

And do as I do.

TFor, if I were some of you,
I'd think the Sunday School
Could get, along without me.
T'd say : “’Tis not for me,
But others all about me.”
I'd do some things, I fear,
To make some people doubt me.

Now don't you see how bad 't would be,
If I were you instead of mec?

Ard don't you see how nice °t would do
If you were me instead of you ?

Because if you were me,

Then you would think about as I think,
I expect.

And talk about as I talk,

T expect.

4And do about as I do,

I expect.
And then, of course,
The Sunday School you’d not neglect,
As you do,
But you’d come every Sunday,
I expect,
As I do.
b8

Africa’s Awful Forests
By Rev. P. M. MacDonald, M.A.

We often sing Reginald Heber's mission-
ary hymn, in which we have the words,

“Where Afric’s sunny fountains

Roll down their golden sands,”
and we get & mental picture of Africa as a
land of wide, shining spaces and unclouded
sky.

Africa has places that the hymn well
describes, or suggests ; but it has also vast
and absolutely unbroken forests, in which
you may travel month after month, and never
see a patch of sky through the dense and deep
foliage of the tall trees.

In extent Africa is three times greater

than Europe, and it has mountains and -

rivers, lakes and plains, forests and valleys,
that rival any that have been found in other
lands.

In Central Africa there is a forest 621
miles in length, and 517 miles in breadth.
It makes a compact square of 321,057 square
miles, and represents an area much larger
than the Province of Quebec and the three
Maritime Provinces taken together.

Imagine all of Canada from Brockville,
Ont., east to the Atlantic coast, closely
packed with trees ranging from 20 to 200
feet high, whose crowns of leaves interlace
and prevent any glimpse of sky or sun, and
whose trunks are from a few inches to four
feet in diameter. Then imagine all these
trees to be bound together by vines and
creepers and climbers of giant growth, and
cover tree-trunk and branch, and creeper
and vine, with a thick moss like a green fir ;
and let the ground be heaped up with de-
cayed limbs and trunks of fallen trees, through
which the tropical plants force their way,
until the whole is impenetrable vegetation,
and you get an ides of the denseness and size
of this awful African forest.
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It is awful, because of the dangers that
infest it. Insect life, insatiate, ravaging,
fighting and devouring, swarrms through all
its parts. If you leave your hand against
a tree, qr sit & moment on a fallen branch,
you are at once aware of the venom and
fury of this insect life. Open your note-
book, and instantly the white page sttracts
butterflies, bees, wasps and hornets that

strike at your eyes and hands. Stand still,

and the hungry ants are crawling up your
clothing to suck your blood.

There are poisonous plants that punish
you if you but touch them ; snakes that have
deadly fangs and huge bodies; screaming
birds that fight like wild-cats; elepbants
and wild-pigs, buffalo, monkeys of all kirds,
roam over the trails that have been made
through long years of ceaseless flecing and
pursuing in the struggle for existence ;
crocodiles and hippopotami lie in the swamps
and rivers that flow lazily and full of malaria
through this region of gloom and death.

But terrifying as all these things of an
African forest are, the greatest menace of the
traveler’s life there, is from the tribes of
human beings that live in theéSe shades.
“The forest people of Africa are the most
vicious and degraded of the human race
on the face of the earth.” They have the
most violent hatred for each other, and are
never free from tribal wars. The narrow,
winding paths that thread the forest do not
allow persons, who are going in opposite
directions, see each other until they are face
to face. The result is a sudden encounter.
The spear with its poisoned point, or the ar-
row, or gun is quickly used to clear the way
of the warrior.

If one of these men sllows his enemy to
kill him, the dead man is called 2 fool by his
tribe, but his friends have to avenge his
death, and they will hunt the murderer and
slay him and eat him. Strangers, traveling
in the forest, are often surprised to find de-
serted villages as they go on their way,
but the native guides whisper that the
villagers are hiding in the thick bush near-by,
and that any moment a shower of arrows
might come from the place of ambush.

It was among these forest dangers that
Livingstone spent many years of his life
as a missionary and explorer. He, and others,
did much to open up this dark land, but it is
still the saddest spot in the world.

Toronto

e

T*e Palestine Well

Every household in Jerusalem has its own
private cistern, into which water is carried
from the roof and the courtyard. You may
remember the “early rain and the lutter rain”
of the Bible. These fall in the late autumn
and again in the carly spring. But during
the long summer months, when the heat is
intense, there is not & drop of water, and the
people are compelled to depend upon the
water they have thus collected during the
rainy season. If the rainfall is scant, thereis
grave danger of water famine. Think of
drinking water as though it were worth its
weight in pennies.

Every town in Palestine that has a natural
watering place considers itself lucky. This
watering place becomes the centre of all
acfivities. Each morning the women betake
themselves to the gpring with their great
jars or water skins, which are filled for the
daily use. This is sometimes repeated in the
evening and at various times during the day ;
flocks and herds are led there for their daily
drink. Thither come also the quaint water
carriers, who vend their water through the
city, and whose cries form one of the most
interesting features of the town noises.
These men stagger through the city with
the skin of a goat filled with water, which
is disposed of for a very few cents. Some
of them scll it by the cup, but, then, generally
speaking, it is mixed with some sweet flavors.
"The well is a busy place, therefore, and almost
takes the place of a club, cspecially for the
wornen, who love to linger there for gossip.
A native woman, with her long, loose-flowing
gown of indigo blue, often embroidered
heautifully, with her white veil fluttering in
the wind, with her great pottery jar well
balanced on her head or on her shoulder,
is & most picturesque feature of the native
life.—Young Israel
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*AN ORDER OF SERVICE : First Quarter

Opening Exercises
I. SiNaING.
O day of rest and gladness,
O day of joy and light,
O balm of care and sadness,
Most beautiful, raost bright !
On thee the high and lowly,
Befere the eiernal throne,
Sing Holy, Holy, Holy,
To the great Three in One,
—Hymn 383, Book of Praise
II. Prayer. All remain standing.

III. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES. Psalm 23.

Superintendent. The Lord is my Shep-
herd ; I shall not want.

School. He maketh me to lie down in
green pastures : He leadeth me beside the
still waters.

Superintendent. He restoreth my soul :
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for His name’s sake.

School. Yea, though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil : for Thou art with me; Thy
rod and Thy staff they comfort me.

Superintendent. Thou preparest a table
before me in the presence of mine enemies :
Thou anointest my head with oil ; my cup
runneth over.

All.
follow me all the days of my life: and I
will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

IV. Sivaina. Selected.

V. Praver. Lord’s Prayer repeated in
concert.

VI. BB Worg. From the Supple-
mental Lessons.

VII. SryeiNg. Hymn 7, Book of Praise.
(It is expected that this hymn from the
Supplemental Lessons will be memorized
during the Quarter.)

VIII. ReapinG oF LESSON PaAssagn.

IX. Reap ResronsiveLY. See SpeciaL
Scriprure RpapiNg iN TEHP TERACHERS
MoxTaLY, in connection with each Lesson.

X. SmeiNg. Psalm or Hymn sclected.
(This selection may usually be that marked,
“From the PRIMARY QUARTERLY.”)

Surely goodness and mercy shall’

Class Work

{Let thie be entirely undisturbed by Secratary’s or
Librarian's distribution or otherwiso.)

I. Rou. CaLL, by teacher, or, in the
older classes, the Class Secretary.

I1. Orrering ; which may be taken in
a Class Envelope, or Class and Report En-
velope. The Class Treasurer may collect
and count the money. -

III. ReciraTion. 1. Scripture Memory
Passages from the Supplemental Lessons, or
Memory Verses in Lesson Helps. 2. Cate-
chism. 3. The Question on Missions from
the Supplemental Lessons.

IV. Lesson Stupy.

Closing Exercises
I SiNaiNa.
Who is on the Lord’s side ?
Who will serve the King ?
Who will be His helpers
Other lives to bring ?
Who will leave the world’s side ?
‘Who will face the foe ?
Who is on the Lord’s side ?
Wto for Him will go ?
By Thy call of mercy,
By Thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord’s side,
Saviour, we are Thine !
—Hymn 252, Book of Praise

II. PRAYER.

III. Review FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S
Desk ; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, may include one or more of the fol-
lowing items : Recitation in concert of
Verses Memorized, Catecbism, Question on
Missions, Lesson Title, Golden Text and
Heads of Lesson Plan. (Do not overload
the Review : it should be pointed, brief and
bright.)

IV. RecrraTioN 1N Coxcerr. (AH re-
main standing.)

God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.

V. Doxorogy. Hymn 615, Book of
Praise.

VI. BENEDICTION.

* Copies of the aboveORDER OF SERVICE on separate sheet may be had at goc. a hundred
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Lesson I,

THE CREATION

January 5, 1913

A FOREWORD—In this Quarter wo study tho genosis or begiating of things. We aes the universe beginning

by God’s power.

‘Wo see man beginning as 8 living soul.  We see the beginning of sin whioh, in turn, means

the beginning of sorrow and death. Wo seo the beginning of God's purpose to redeem mankind from sin and

BOITOW.

*Memorize v. 27. )
31. Study Genesis 1:1 to 2
1 In the beginnirg God created the heaven and the

2 And the earth was ! without form, and void ; and
darkness was upon tke face of the deep. And ‘the
8pirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

And God said, Lot there be light : and there was

4 And God saw the light, that it was good : and God
divided the light from tho darkncss.

6 And God called the light Day, and the darkness
he called Night. And 2 the evening and the morning
were the first day. .

7 And God made the firmament, and divided the
wators which were under the firmament from the waters
which wera above the firmament : and it was so.

9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven
be ngnthered together unto one place, and let the dry
123 sx)pear: and it was so.

10 And God called the dry land Eerth ; and the
gthenng together of the waters called he Seas : and

od saw that st was good.

We see the beginning of that nation through which His grace is to be fulfilled. .
GOLDEN TEXT—In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.—Genesis x 2 1.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 1 : 1-5, 7, 9, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 27,
: 3. Read Genesis, chs. 1, 2.

12 And the earth brought forth grass, 3 and herb
yielding seed after ¢ his kind, and the treo yielding fruit,
whose seed was in itself, after his kind : and God saw
that Kadoa °°d'd s t lights ; th

ny od made $two great lights; tho greater
light to rule the day, and the lesser light to r&le the
night : he made the stars also.

21 And God created ¢ Eont whales, and every living
creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth
abundantly, after their 7kind, and every winged fowl
after $his kind : and God saw that i¢ was good.

.25 And God mado the beast of the earth after 8 his
kind, and ? cattle after their kind, and overy thing that
creepeth upon the 19 earth after 8 his kind : and God
saw that st was good. 3
. 27 180 God created man in his own image, in the
gna%g of God created he him ; male and female oreated

(] em.

31 And God saw every thing that he had mado,
and, behold, it was very good. And 2 the ovuning and
the morning wero the sixth day.

Revized Version—! waste ; 2thera was evening and there was morning, one day ; 2 Omit and ; ¢its kind,
and tree bearing fruit, whercin is the seed thereof, after its kind ; 8 the ; ® tho great sea-monsters ; ?kinds ; Sits ;
9 the ; 19 ground ; 1 and God ; 12 there was eveniug and there was morning.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. 8. C. Bailoy, Scoretary, 26 O1d Bsiley, London,

England.)—M.—The oreation, Gen. 1: 1-15.

‘L.—The oreation, Gen. 1: 16-31.
33:1-9. Th.—Searching questions, Job 38 : 1-16. F.—The Creator, Jer. 10 : 10-16.
His works, Isa. 40 : 9-28. 8.—A call to praise, Ps. 148.

'W.—A song of praise, Ps.
S.—The Creator go-erns

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. Tep CREATION AND
L16ET.—1-5. In the begin-
ning ; at the beginning of the
order of things as we know
them. God created the hea~
ven and the earth. The
verse gives a summary of the
whole creative act ; it is a gen-
eral statement of the fact that
the universe begins with God.
‘Tho word for “create" signifies
the production of somothing

(Rev. Ver. Margin). The
same word is used in Deut.
32 : 11 of an eaglo fluttering
over its young ; the Spirit cov-~
ers the deep as it were with
wings. And God said. Theso
words are used at the begin-
ning of each work of creation ;
bence there is the Jewish say-
ing, *By ten sayings the world
was’created.” The words im-
ply that God produced the
world by a conscious and de-

not yot existent. Nowhero is
it used of human production
(sec Heb., 11: 3).—‘What is
scen hath not been made out
of things which do appear™
(Rev. Ver.). The earth was
without form, snd void;
shapeless and empty. Our

eternity.
- word ohaos expresses the idea. o

INDIAN REPRESENTATION OF THE
UNIVERSE

This picture represents the ancient
Hindu’s grotesque view of the world.
The heavens rest on the carth, the earth
on elephants, the elephants on a tortoise,
while the whole is surrounded by a ser-
pent swallowing its tail, the symbol of

liberate act of will God
speaks, and it is. Let there
be light. This is the first day
and the first work. Light is
the first work because it is tho
necessary condition of progress
and action. And God saw. .
that it was good. The divine

Darkness was upon the

face of tho deep. Darkness is tho third condition.
The deep is not tho ocean, but is rather the *‘hugo
watery mass' enveloping the earth. The Spirit
o! God moved upon the face of the waters.
In the Old Testament tho spirit is the principle of life,
henco it means hero tho divine cnergy. *‘Moved
upon” is botter translated by *was brooding upon®’

approval is expressed seven
times in the chapter~—after each work except the
.second. And God divided the light from the
darkness. Darkness and light are each to have its
own place and timo of appearance.
II. TER FIRMAMENT AND THB DRY LAND.—17,
9,10,12, And God made the firmament.” This is
tho second day and the sooond work. Tho firmament

*The Scripturo Momory Passages of the Supplemental Leaflets are recommended as a substitute for those

hero given Sabbath by Sabbath.

v

eir recitation leads to the obtainingof a beautiful Gertificate or Diploma.
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means ‘‘oxpanse,” something beaten out, as if the
firmament wero something solid. Divided the
waters. The firmament is spoken of as sustaining
the upper waters. Let the waters under the
heaven be gathered. This is the third day ; it has
two works . first, thero is the gathering of the waters
togother into seas and the consequent appearance of
the dry lznd called the earth. The earth brought
forth grass ; tender grass. The second work of the
sscond day is the crention of vegetation.

III. TEE HEAVENLY LUMINARIES.—16. And
God made two great lights ; fourth day and fifth
work. These aro for weather signs and for indicat-
ing fixed festivals and to control night and day.

IV. THE Livine CREATURES.—21, 28, 27, 31,
Created great whales ; fifth day and sixth work—
sea monsters. Living creature that moveth ; that
glideth, that is, through the waters. Winged fowl ;
“flying thing with wings.” Beast of the earth;
the sixth day with seventh and eighth works. There
is first the animals created,—the wild beasts, domestio
cattle, and creeping reptiles. So God created man.
‘There is secondly the creation of man, which is de-
tailed in next Lesson. Being created on the same
day as the animals indicates the link with the animal.
But man is not brought forth by the earth, as is said
of the animals, His creation i3 a separate act.
‘This indicates his difference from the animal. He
is also given dominion over the animals.

FAR OUT AT SEA

Looking from the deck of & steamer in mid ocean,
we can realize, in part at least, what the earth was
like in the beginning. We oan realize the total absence
of land, and the monotony of wind and rolling wave.
Then, to complete the scene, you must blot out the
sun in the day sky, and the moon and stars in the
night sky, and spread over tho waters a vast un-
broken, abiding mist. There is eternal silence broken
only by the wash of waves.

LESSON QUESTIONS

1-5 Who is the Creator of the heaven and the
earth? What docs the word create mecan? What
words are used to describe the condition of the earth
at the beginning? 'What covered the face of the deep ?
What moved upon the face of the waters? How
many days of creation were there altogether 2 What
was created on the first day? What did God call
the light? What did Ho call the darkness?

7-12 What was orcated on the second? What
does the word “firmament’ mean? What name did
God give to the firmament? What things did the
firmament soparate? What things were oreated on
the third day? What was the dry land called?
‘What wero the waters called ?

16 What th'ngs wore oreated on tho fourth day?
‘What were these lights for ?

21-31 What tlings wero created on the fifth and
sixth days? What was the greatest work of creation ?
How is thisshown ? How did God describe His work ?

FOR DISCUSSION
1. Did the world come into being of itself? Or
wae it tbe product of chance? Or was it oreated by
God? Which theory is the easier to explain ?
2. How close is man to the lower animals; and
how far apart, (8) in bodily structure, (b) in mental
powers, (c) in his spiritual part ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Mungo Park, the groat explorer in Africa, once lost
his way in the desert. He was about to give up in
despair, when, looking down at his feet, he saw a bit
of oxquisitely fashioned moss. Its beauty told him
God wag in tho desert. Ho took fresh couragoe, pressed
on and gained camp. All nature taken together can-
not tell overything about God, but the smallest bit
of nature tells much of His wisdom and power.

Prove from Scripture—Tkat QGod made all things.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 39. What is the duty
which God requireth of man ? A, Tlie duty which God
requircth of man, is cbediencs to his revesled will.
Ques. 40. What did God a! first reveal to man for the rule
of his obedience? A. The rule which God at first re-
vealed to man for his obedience, was the moral law.

The Question on Misstons—(First Quarter, Davip
LivingsTONB, AND AFRICA.)—1. Who was David
Livingstono? He was a great Christian missionary,
physician and explorer, who spent thirty-three toil-
some years in Africa, and did more to open it up and
help its people than any other man. )

L.eason Hymns—Book of Praise : 7 (Supplemeontal
Lesson), 13, 21, 15 (Ps. Sel.), 509 (from Primary
QoUaRrTERLY), 438, (These hymns may be praotised
at home during the week.)

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. Write out from memory the first verse of the Biblo. .. evieerriiiriienieiereiarareeaeeeccsscnnannes

........................ tessccsscscsscscanctanansn

2. Describe what was done on tho first Creation daY.. o viriniiiettterisentirincctaorsioanresesaann .

..................... 4ecessectecnetsactnecsasannans

3t Wherein was wmar differontly constituted frc;m the rest of the animal creation@:cceeceereccreieiaanes
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Lesson II.

The Home Study Quarterly
MAN THE CROWN OF CREATION

Januavy 12, 1913

BETWEEN THE LESSONS-—The Lesson follows on, and i3, in a way, an expansion of the closing portion

of Lesson I,
oreation.
and & companion for life.

It cmphasizes the peculiar dignity of man,—his likeness to God, and his supremasy over the bruto
1t tells of God’s special caro for him. We see God’s love providing for map, a home, a definite work,

GOLDEN TEXT—God createdIman in his own image.—Gonesis x : a7,

Memorize vs. 16, 17. THE LESSON PASSAGE—QGenesis 1 : 26,27 ; 2 : 7-9, 15-24.  Study
Genesig 1: 26, 27; 2: 4-25; Psalm 8.

28 And God said, Let us mako man jn our imago,
after our likencas : and let them have dominion over .
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over
the cattle, and over all the carth, and over every creep-
ing thing that creepeth upon the earth. .

. 27 180 God creatod man in his own imags, in the
ln)ma%e of God created he him ; male and female created

e them.

Ch. 2:7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his nogtrils the breath
of life ; and man bceame a living soul. .

8 And the Lord God planted 8 garden eastward in
Eden ; and there he pu the man whom ho had formed.

9 And out of the ground made the Lord God to
grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good

or food ; the tree of lifo also in the midst of tho garden,
and the tree of * knowledge of good and evil. .
.15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him
into the ﬁarden of E’den to dress it and keep it.

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying,
Of overy tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat :

17 But of the tree of the knowledgo of good and evil,
thou shalt not cat of it : for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die.

18 And tho Lord God said, I ss not good that tho
}nnn hsil:)nﬂd be alone ; I will make him an help meet
or . -

19 And out of the ground the Lord God formed
every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air ; and
brought them unto ? Ad’am to see what ha would call

them: ard whatsoever 3 Ad’ara called every Living

oreature, that was the name thereof.

20 And 3 Ad’am gave names to all cattle, and to the
fowl of tho air, and to every beast of the field ; but for
4 Ad’am there was not found an help meot for him.

21 And the Lord God caused a_deep sleep to fall
ugon 3 Ad’am, and ho slept : and he took ono of his
ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof ;

22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from
3 man, raade he 8 woman, and brought her unto the
wman.

23 And 3 Ad‘am said, This ¢s now bone of my bones,
aud flesh of my flesh : she shall be called Woman, be-
cause she wase taken out of Man.

24 Thereforo shall a man leave his father and his
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife : and they shall
be oune flesh.

Reovised Varsion—: And God ; 2the ; 3the man ; ‘man.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of 1. B, R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Seorztary, 26 Old Bailey, London,
England.)—M.—Man, the crown of creation, Gen. 2: 4-17. , T.~—Man, the crown of creation, Gen. 2 ; 18-24.

‘W.—DMan's adoration, Ps. 8.

Th-——He knoweth our frame, Ps. 103 : 13-22,

F.~—We are His offspring, Acts

17 : 22-31. S~—Created for His glory, Isa. 43: 1-7. S.—Man immortal, 1 Thess. 4 : 13-18.

THE LESSON

EDEN AS IT 1S TO-DAY

I. THE FIRST M AN.—26, 27. Let us make man.
The words used in the other works of creation are,
“Let there be,” a baro command. Here the words
are “ Let Us make "’ implying something of a different
order of importance. This enhances the dignity of the
last work, the creation of man. The word * Us”
does not prove the trinity of God, but it suggests it.
“Man,” Hebrew, Adam, red. In our image, after
our likeness. Theso ecxpressions do not express

EXPLAINED

separate ideas, but give variety and emphasis to the
same idea. They at once differentiato man from the
rest of creation. “‘Image’ does not imply equality to
God, but a common quality, such, for example, as iy
found in sun and candle. This common quality is to bo
found in the spiritual nature of man. Let them
have dominion. The relation of man to the creat-
ures is that of soverelgnty (see Pg, 8)

Ch. 2 : 7. God formed man ; word for “formed’’
not the same as word used for “created.” It implies
shaping, as a potter shapes the clay. Breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life . . lving soul.
Breath is the most obvious sign of life. The divine
breath quickens the dust into life. Man is not only
tho image of God ; he lives by the breath of God.
*“Hia life is & fragment of the divine life.”* This divine
inbreathing is not mentioned in the creation of any
other living thing.

I1. His Hoxne AND WORE.—S8, 9, 15-17. God
planted a garden ; a park, rather than a garden.
Bastward. The original home of man is in the
distant East, in a region near Babylonia. Eden.
The root meaning is ‘‘delightful.” Every tree;
overy kind of tree. Tree of life ; according to ch.
3 :22, the trece whose fruit makes the caters of it
immortal. The tree of knowledge of good and evil;
the tree whoso fruit enables those who eat of it to dis-
tinguish between good and evil. Vs. 10-14 tell of the
river that waters the garden, dividing into four branch-
os after leaving the garden. Put him into the




Man the Crown of Creation 9

garden . . to dress it ; to tend it. Of every tree . .
thou mayest freely eat. Liberty is tho principle
of tho garden. Of the tree of the knowledge . . thou
shalt not eat. Thero is only ono restriction. Thou
shalt surely die ; a sure penalty for disobedience.
Maun is not only given a work ; he is given a test.
He has religious and moral capacities that can only
be developed by testing.

II1. His COMPANION.—18-24. It i3 not good
that the man should be alone. Man is a social
being and only lives his true life in fellowship. I will
make him an help meet for him ; a help corres-
ponding to him, that is, his equal or cempanion.
God formed every beast of the field ; no word of
God breathing into these the breath of life. For
Adam there was not found an help meset ; there is
no companion for Adam among the animals. Caused
s deep sleep ; to hide God's action from Adam.
The rib . . made he a woman ; Hebrew, “builded
ho into a woman,”  This is . . Gone of my bone.
The story sots forth clearly the close physical, moral
and social relation that ideally exist between man and
woman. Therefore shall 8 man leave . . cleave.
Nothing is to intervene between this close relation.
They aro one life.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

The Garden of Eden
would secem to have been
situated in a valley in
southwestern Asla, slop-
ing in a southeasterly di-
rection to the Persian
Gulf. This distriet is usu-
ally styled Mesopotamia
on the map. Of the four
streams mentioned, the
Euphrates and thoe Tigris
(Hiddeke)) are well known
streams. The other two
are probably tributaries.
Tho whole district is now
neglected, but even now,
in comparison with the desert country lying round, it
is to the Arab a place of beauty.

LESSON QUESTIONS

26, 27 ; ch. 2:7 In whose image did God create
man? What was to be his relation to the creatures ?
Which Psalm is it that speaks of man's dominien over

the oreatures? From what was man formed by
God? What did God breathe into his nostrils 7
What did he bocome?

8-17 Whero did God place man? What was this
garden called? What work was Adam given to do?
What two trees are specially mentioned as being in
tho gardon? Of what treces was Adam allowed to
eat? What ono restriction did God place upon him ?
What was to be tho penalty of disobedienco 2

18-24 What did God sce was not good in Adam’s
condition? What did God decide to do? Where
and how did God find a companion for Adam ? What
did Adam call her, and why wus sho 80 called ? What
does a man owo to his wife ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Can the idezl life be lived in solitude ?
2. Does tkis Lesson teach any inforiority of woman
to man ? '

A LESSON FOR LIFR

There is an old saying, that *‘every hedgo is not &
foe.” The meaning 13, that while somo hedges bar
one from something pleasant, others bar ono out'from
things that are unpleasant or dangerous. This was
what Adam and Eve found out. God planted a
hedge round one tree, and said, *“Thou shalt not."”
Eve looked over tho barrier and saw only what was
pleasant, as the next Lesson tells us. But death and
sin were there. That was wby God said, “Thou
shalt not.”

Prove from Scripturo—7Tkat we are God's children.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 41. Where i the moral
law summarily comprehended # A. The mora) law is
summarily comprehended in the ten commandments.
Ques. 42. What is the sum of the ten commandments ?
A. The sum of the ten commandments is, To love the
Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, with
all our strength, and with all our mind ; and our neigh-
bour as curselves.

The Question on Missions—2. Where and when
was David Livingstone born? He was born at the
quiet little village of Blantyre, in the county of Lanark~
shire, Scotland, on March 19, 1813, that is, almost
ono hundred years ago. The house in which he was
born is still standing.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise: 7 (Supplemental
Lesson), 22, 509, 5 (Ps. Sel), 525 (from PRiMARY
QUARTERLY), 24.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Over what was the newly oreated man given dominIOR ? e vere e iiiieiiiiiiaiciiiineeiacacnnanss .

esevecss s enee

2. Describe briefly the garden of Eden.........
3. Tell about the creation of woman............

......................... seesirtetrsertereaanens

ersesssrereciis st ans Nessesesannenn

................................................ .

................................................ .

............................. Pessesatiianasseeanes

...................... B R R I R R TR R
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Lesson III.

The Home Study Quarterly
MAN'S FIRST SIN

January 19, 1913

BETWEEN THE LESSBONS—In the last Losson we saw man croated frum the dust of theearth, and also

made a living soul.

Wo saw him given homoe, work, companionship. This Lesson gives the dark shadow of sin .

GOLDEN TBXT—Every one that committeth sin is the hondservant of sin.~John 8 : 34 (Rev. Ver.).
Memorize v8.22, 23. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 3: 1-12,22-24. Study Genesis, ch. 3.

1 Now the scrgem. was more subti]l than any beast
of tho field which tho Lord God had made. And ho
said unto tho woman, Yo, hath God said, Ye shall not
eat of 1every treo of the garden ?

2 And the woman said unto the nt, 3 Wo may
eat of the fruit of tho trees of the garden™: .

3 But of the {ruit of the tres which {3 in the midst
of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it,
neither shall yo touch it, lest ye die.

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Yo shall
pot surely die: )

§ For éod doth know that in the day yo eat thereof,
then your eyes shall be opened, and yo shall bo as
4 gods, knowing good and evil.

6 And when tho woman saw that tho tree was ﬁood
for {nod, and that it was 3 pleasant to the oyes, and *a
tree to be desirod to make one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat, and 7 gave also uato her busband
with her ; acd he did cat.

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and thoy
knew that they were nakod ; and thoy sewed g leaves
together, and made themselves aprons. A

8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking

in the garden in the cool of the day : 2nd 8 Ad’am and
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord

od amongst the trees of tho garden.

9 And the Lord God called unto ¢ Ad/am, and said
unto him, Where arz thou? |

10 And ho saud, I heard thy voice in the garden, and
1 was afraid, becauso I was naked ; and I hid myself.

11 And ho said, Who told thee that thou wast naked?
Hast thou eaten of the treo, whereof I commanded thee
that thou shouldest not eat ?

12 And the niaun said, The woman whom thou gavest
20 be with ms, she gave mo of the tree, and I did cat,

22 And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is be-

. comp as ong of us, to know good and ovil : and now,

lest be put forth his hand, and take nlso of the tres of
life, and cat, and live for ever:

Therefore tho Lord God sent him forth from the
garden of E/den, to till tho ground from whence he was

en.

24 So he drove out tho man : and he placed at the

oast of tho garden of E’den * Cher‘ubims, and & faming

mrd Flﬁl}:h turned every way, to keep the way of the
of life.

Ravised Version— any ; 2 Omit We may cat ; 2 we may cat ; ¢ God ; $a delight ; ¢ that the treo was ; 3sha

8 the man ; #the Cherubim, and the flame of a sword.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Secretary, 28 Old Bailey, London,

Englacd.)—M.—Man's first sin, Gen. 3 1 1-12. T.—Man’s first sin, Gen. 3 : 17-24.
sin, Jas. 1: 12-20. Th.—"Thou God scest me,”’ Ps. 139: 1-12.
S.—Eden restored, Rev. 22 = 1-14.

Reconciled by grace, Rom. 5 : 12-21.

W.—Tho enticement to
'~—Sin is transgression, 1 Jobn 3 ; 4-i0. S.—

THE LESSON EXFLAINED

1. TEE TEMPTATION
AND FALL~1-6. Now the
serpent. Tho word for ser-
pent means **to hiss,” a sound
suggestive of mischief. Rev.
12:9; 20: 2 refer to Satan
asa sorpent.  Subtil; cun-
ping. Unto the woman;
scemingly when Adsm was
not present. Loncliness tends
to the success of temptation.
Yoz, hath God said 7 " Did
God really say 9" He cun-
ningly feigns rcluctance to
believe that God could give
such 8 command. ¥e shall
not eat of every tres ; Rev.
Ver., “sny tree.” The ser-

curiosity. As gods ; better,
““as God ;" an appeal to
ambition. Ths woman
3aw that the tres was
good for food . . pleasant
« . desired; tho fatal
step.  Sho looks longingly
in tho thought of what the
scrpent said , it promised lib-
erty, koowledge, godlikenoss.
She took . . and dideat..
gave 2iso unto her hus-
band. Xonging look is fol-
lowed by action, and tho act
involves Adam a3 well as
herself.

7-18. The eyes of them
both wers opened. Theaser

pant turas the woman's mind
from her liberty in countlcss
things to her ono restriction.

THE TEMPTING SERPENT AND THE TREE
OF LIFE (Babylonian)

pent's words were true, but
they did not seo increase of
knowledgo as gods, but only

Therruit of tho tres which
is in the midst ot the garden. Sec ch. 2:17:
the treo of the knewledge of good and evl. Ye
shall not eat of it, neither shall ys zouch it.
There is ro probibition of touching in the original
words, but it was in keeping with their spinit. Lost
yo Gls. Tho woman is clearly aware of the prohibi-
tion and of the results of disobodicace. Yo shall
not sursly die ; rather, **Ye shall certainly not die.”
God doth know. The scrpent attributes ths pro-
hibition to God’s fealousy. Your eyes shall be
openpd ; to sea things hidden as yet—an appeal to

knowledge of guilt and loss of
innocence. Aprons; rather, girdlas orloin cloths. They
heard the voice of ths Lord God . . in the garden. .
cool of the day. The ganden was tho meeting place of
Godaad man. Hid themsslves from the pressnocs of
ths Lord. Everythingischanged now by sin. Hitberto
thoy had met God without fear,now they cannot endure
His proscnce. I was afraid, because I was naked ;
snd I hid myself. Adam makes a partial confossion
but deos not begin at thoright place. Who told thes?
This partisl confession betrays ths whole guilty socret.
The woman whom thou gavast. Adam not oaly



Man’s First Sin

blames the woman for giving the fruit, but blames
God for giving him the woman who has led him ’into
gin, The woman, in turn, lays the blame on tho
serpent.

II. THE BANISHMENT FROM IEDEN.—32-34.
Sent him forth from the garden. God pronouncesa
curse upon the serpont, and establishes an enmity be-
tween it and humanity, which is to end in the triumph
of the woman's sced. He also pronounces punish-
ment on the woman. She shall have pain of travail
and be subject to her husband. Adam is to be pun-
ished by a weed-bearing soil and by much labor for
little returns, and by death.  Finally thero is banish-
men? from the gurden of Eden, lest man might lay hold
of the tree of life and live forever. Placed at the
eact of the garden’ of Eden Cherubims. The
cherubim generally appear as guardians of God's
throne. Thus the two cherubim guard the mercy
scat, which is God's earthly throne, Ex. 25: 18-20.
And a flaming aword ; Rev. Ver., *‘the fiame of a
sword.” Sin has shut the door on the good, instead
of opening the door to the better. Says Longfellow :

* Wo curselves

‘When we coramit a sin loss paradise

As much as he did. Let us thiok of this,

And how we may regain it.”

MEBOPOTAMIAN WATER SUPPLY

Bethods of tifliog the
+72 soil are used today in

G Mesopotamis which were
very probsbly used by
primitive man. Things do
not change in the East as
they do here. Today we
may sce men drawing up
water in buckets of leather
by the help of oxen and
then pouring the waterin-
to Kttle irrigaticn channels
which convey it to & ficld
nearby, where it is needed.
It is the prnnciplo of this
plan that we find used in
tho great imrigation works in sihesta.

LESSON QUEITIONS

1-6 In tho form of what crz-turo did the tempter
come? How is this creature described? What was

S & <7
R AR
oclﬁﬂaus

IX

the first question the serpent put to the woman?
How does the woman answer it? What did the
serpent say would certainly not happen from eating
of the treo? What did the serpent say would be the
benefit of eating of tho tree? Did the woman fles
from the temptation or linger with it? Did she alone
eat of tho fruit of the forbiddea tres?

7-12 What was the immediate result? How did
thoy conceal their nakedness? What did Adam and
his wife do when thoy heard the voice of God? What
was God's first question? What was Adam's answer ?
‘What was God's socond question? What two parties
did Adam blame for his fall? Wktom did the woman
blama ?

22-24 Why was Adam banished from the garden ?

¥OR DISCUSSION

1. Can we lay the blame of our sins or any one but
ourselves ?

2. Is it wisdom or cowardico fo £eo from tempta~
tion?
A LESSON ¥OR LIFE

A learned man has said that tho harlest words to
pronounce in any language are tho words, “I have
mado a mistake.”” When Goldsmith read that Fred-
erick tho Great bad sent a messago to the Senate, **I
have lost a battle and it is my own mistake,’ ho de-
clared that the confession showed moro grcatness
than all that great monarch's victories. Adam and
Eve gained nothing by excusing themselves. It is
the burden of sin which wo carry that Christ oarriss
for us.

Prove from Scripture—That sin will bs punished.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 43. What i3 the prefacs
to the ten commandments P A. Tho preface to the ten
commandments is in theso words, I am the Lord thy
God, which hate brought thes out of the land of Egypl, oud
of the house of bondage.

Th» Question on Missions—3. Was Liviagstono's
early lifo an casy onc? XNo, his parents were poor,
acd when be was ten years old, hs was put to work
in a factory. But ho went to night school and studied
at homo, and became a good Latin scholar at sixtecn.

Iasson Hymns.—Boek of Praiso : 7 (Supplemental
Lesson), 530, 533, 28 (Ps. Sel), 164 _(from Prou-
ARY QUARTERLY), 122,

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. What doubt did theserpent taise? What Hodid Bo tell 2. ceeecniiananeiiciioiinianiaaans R,

2. What did Adam lose by his disobedicnce?...

D L R R R R R R R R R R
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Lesson IV. CAIN AND ABEL January 26, 1913

BETWEEN THE LESBONS—A very considerable length of time lies between the etery of the banishment
of Adam and Eve from Eden and tho Lesson of this week. In last Lesson we learned of the beginning of evil.
In this we learn of its continuance. We learn that it not only sets man against God, but sets man againat man.

GOLDEN TEXT—Whosoever hateth his brother is & murderer.—x John'3 : 15.

Memorize v0.9,10. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 4 :1-15.  Read Genesis, chs. 4, 5.

12

1 And? Ad’am knew Eve his wife ; and she conceived,
gd I!:Qarrs Cain, and &zid, I havo gotten 8 man 2 from

0 .

2 And nhe sgain bare his brother A‘bel. And A’bel
was aik&mt of shecp, but Cain was a tiller of the

uny

3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto tho

4 And A’bel, he also brought of the firstlings of his
flock and of the fat thereof. ~And the Lord had respect
unto_A’bel and to his offering:

5 But unto Cain and to his offering ho had not re-
spect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance

8 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth?
and why is thy countenance fallen 7

7 If thou docst well, shalt thou not be accepted ?
and if thou doest not well, gin 3licth at the door. And
huix;xt‘o thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over

8 And Cain ¢ talked with Abel his brother : and it
came to pass, when they were in the firld, that Cain
Rovised Version—the man knew; ?with

$cursed art thou ; *ground ; 7 wanderer ; ¥ wh

the hel

findeth ;

rose up against A‘bel his brother, and slew him.

9 And the Lord said unto Cain, Where 13 A‘bel
thy brother? And be said, I know not : 4m I my
brother’s_keeper ?

10 And bho said, What hast thou dono ?_ the voice cx

. thy brother’s blood cricth unto me from the goux}:,gléh
i

11 Ard now *art thou cursed from the ¢ carth,

zzath ot ned hgr mouth to roceive thy brother's blood
rom H

12 Wgcn thou tilleat the ground, it shall not henee-
fortk yield unto thee her strength ; a fugitive and a
7 vagabond shalt thou be in the earth. &

13 And Cain said unto the Lord, My punishment {3
greater than I can T.

14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from
tke faco of the $carth ; and from thy face shall T be
hid : and T shall be a fugitive and a 7vagabond in the
carth ; and it shall como to pass, 2kat 8 cvery one that
findeth me shall slay me. |

15 And tho Lord said unto him, Thereforo whosoever
slaveth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him geven.
fold. And the Lord *szct a mark upon Cain, lest any
finding him should #?ill him.
of ; 2ooucheth st tho door: amd; ¢told Abel ;

appointed s siga for Cain ; 12 smito.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. 8. C. Bailey, Secretary, 26 Old Bailey, London,
England.)—M.—Cain and Abel, Gen. 4 2 3-15. T-—Abecl’s faith yet speaketh, Heb. 11 : 16.  W.—Be reconeil-

ed, Matt. 5: 17-24. Th~—Without cnvying aod strife, Jas. 3: 13-18. F.—Conlession, Ps. 51 : 1-12.

S—

Put away anger, Eph. 4: 25-32. 8.—Love onc another. 1 John 3 : 11-18.
THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Tem Two FIRSTBORN~—1,2. Cain. Tho
namo mcans lance or spear and suggests 8 man of
violenco or blood. Ahél ; name means vapor or mist,
“*g suitsblo name for ono who appears in history only
to die.”

II. TeE T'WO SACRIFICES~—3-5.And in process
of time ; “at tke end of days,” ths end of a long in-
definito period. It may also mean the Sabbath, the
end of week days. The fruit of the ground ; fruit,
vegetable, grain. An offering unto the Xord.
This is the frst meation of sacrifice. **Offering™
means thavkoffering or present. Gratitude is an
csscntial clement of all true sacrifice. Firstlings of
his flock ; the choicest and tho best. Ex. 13:12
shows that God afterwards demanded the frsthorn.
And . . the fat thereof ; **and the {atness of them'
—*'the best that he had and the best of that best.”
Had tespect unto ; accepted him and his officring.
Some visible aign such as the kindling of the sacrifico
by firo from hcaven (1 Kgs. 18 : 3%) isimplied. Had
not respect. The cause of the rejoction may havo
Iain in part in the inferiority of the offering (the choi
nature of Abel's is clearly stated), orin itainsuficiency,
£s it was without blood ; but the chicf cause was that
Cain lacked the faith that Abel had : "By faith Abel
offered unto God & more excellent sacrifice than Cain,””
Heb. 11: 4. Cain was very wroth; litemlly,
*it burned exccedingly with Cain  Anger is & con-
suming fire. Countenanco fell. The anger of his
heart showed itself in the downrast lock.

6, 7. Why art thou wroth? God warns Cain
against his anger, although it only as yet betrays

itsclf by a look. If thou doest well ; hast a right
and sincere purpose. Shalt thou not be accsptod ?
Literally, **Is there not lifting up 2" meaning, cither,
that Cain’s countenance shall be lifted up through bLis

[ )

AN ANCIENT ALTAR

doing right, or that his saczifice shall bo lifted up, that
is, acocpted. Sin Yeth; Rev. Ver., *‘coucheth”
Sinful action is not far from this state of heart ; it
lurks m the door. The figure is that of a beast of
prey Iying in wait ready to spring.  Unto thes shall
be his desire. It greatly desires to make Cain's
begrt its prey.  And thou shalt rule over him;
*‘But thou shouldest rule over it."” Sin may desir
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to rule the spirit, but the spirit should rule it. .

1II. TeE CRIME AND THE JUDGMENT.—8-16.
Cain talked with Abel ; * And Cain said unto Abel.”
1t is not recorded what ho said. Tho Hebrow text is
uncertain. A little alteration would give—'"Cain
picked a quarrel.” In the field ; open country, away
from ganctuary or /amily home. Rose up ; sot upon.
Where is . . thy brother ? Thoe word *brother”
occurs seven times in the story. I know zot. Adam
and Eve met God's question with an excuse. Cain
meets it with a lie. My brothexr’s keeper ? Cain
sdds defiance to deceit, implying that God has no
right to hold him responsible for his brother. Thy
brother's blood crieth. *Abel is dead, but his
causo i3 not deed.”” Cursed art thou from the
ground (Rev. Ver). Cain’s punishment is to be
found in the thing that received his brother's blond.
Shall not henceforth yield. Adam's punishment
13 much Iabor and poor rcturns ; Cain's is completo
barrennoss. A fugitive ; homeless as well as barvest-
less. From tby face. Cain sces separstion from
God to be psrt of his doom. Skall slay mo ; still
another element of 3zom—the enmity of man. Ven-
geance . . sevenfold. God in a2 measure lessens
Cain's doom by protecting him from the vengeance of
men. 8ot 8 mark upon Cain. This mark was not
one that branded Cain as a murderer, but ono that
showed him to bo under God’s protection. It is a
“sign for Cain’’ (Rev. Ver.).

RBASTERN FARMERS

Cain probsbly did his ploughing by stirring the
carth with a stout and sharp stick. To-day you may
sco men ploughing in the East. One holds firmly in
his hand & long handle, with a thin blade of iron at
tho end. Tho other man pulls the blado over the
ground by means of thongs fastencd to the blade end
of tho handle. Thoy carn a few cents a day, and the
amount of work done corresponds with the wage.
The representative of Abel, the shepherd, is still to bo
scen.  The mecthods of tho shepherd are cven less
changed than those of the tiller of tho soil.

LESSON QUESTIONS

1, 2 What do the names of the two sons of Adam
mentioned in this Lesson mean? And why were

they appropriate? What wero tho occupations of
theso brothers?

8-7 What sacrifice did Cain offer? What was
Abel's sacrifico? How w.re theso offerings received
by God? What was wiong with Cain's offering?
What effect did the rejection of his offering have on
Cain? What did God say to Cain ?

8-16 Did Cain control his anger? To what did
his anger lead in the end? What question did God
put to Cain? What was his answer? What doom
did God pronounce on Cain? What did Cain say
sbout his pucishment? What did Cain sce in his
punish t, besides barz of 50il and a wandering
lifc? What vengeance was to be taken on the slayer
of Cain? What was the object of the mark set upon
Cain ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. What makes gifts acceptable to God ?

2. Wherein lies tho sin of anger—in the thought,
orin tho act?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Tennyson and a fricnd wero once looking at the
marble busts of Dante and Goethe, which happened
to be placed side by side. *‘What do :'ou find id tho
face of Dante that is missing in the face of Soethe?”
said the friend. *'The divine,” snswered Tennyson.
When wo read that Cain was angry and that his
countenance fell, it means that the divine passed
away from the face of Cain. Anger always blots out
the divine in the face and heart.

Prove fzom Scripture—That hatred makes worship
smpossible.

Shorter Catechlsm—Review Questions 30-43.

The Question on Missions-——4. When did Liviag-
stone begin to serve God 9 YWhen ho was a boy of
twelve he began to seck God and joined a Missionary
Union. At twenty ho gave largely to missions. At
twenty-threo he decided to be & missionary ; aud after
spending four years in trainiang he went to Africa.

Losson Hymns—-Book of Praise, 7 (Supplemental
Lesson), 488, 230, 103 (Ps. Secl.), 428 (from PRiMARY
QUARTERLY), 240.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. What was Cain'sofiering? What, Abel's?....coiaae teevessesrsenan Neerettecttecettanaceronanan
2. Why was Abel's oficring aceeptable to God, 8td Cain™8 ROt eecevieveniiereererisernaancaannnias
3. Tell bricfy the beginning and the end of Cain’s ADECT i et vvnnerierrieetiitettttiitscenetnannann
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Lesson V.

THE FLOOD

Febmary 2, 1913

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Botwoen this Tesson and the last, comes the fifth chapter, contsining the gen-
erations of Adam, with such names as Enoch, who ** walked with Cod and was not, for God took him,” and Lamech,
the father of Noah. Theso generations mark tho lapso of many centuries, ducing which the world has fallen ipyy

gross sin,
GOLDRN TBXT—The wages of sin is dea

9 Theso ars the gencrations of No‘ah : No‘ah wasa
1just man and perfeot in his generations, 2and No’ah
walked with God.

” ’10}1 %d No’ah begat threo sons, Shem, Ham, and
a’pheth.

ﬁ 3Tho carth ¢also was corrupt before God, and
the earth was filled with violenco.

12 And God #looked upon tho earth, and, behold,
& 1vas corrupt ; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon

e earth.

Ch. 7: 11 In the six hundredth year of No‘ah’s
life, in tho sccond month, 8 the seventcenth day of the
month, $the same day wero all tho fountains of the
great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were

opened.
‘pgg Ang% &e rain was upon the earth forty days and
orty ni

13 In tho selfsamo day catered No‘ah, and Shem,
and Harua, and Ja‘pheth, the sons of No’ah, and No‘ah’s
:lclife. a;?d the three wives of his sons with them, into

0. ark § N s

14 They, and cvery beast aiter 7his kind, and all
the cattlo after their kind, and cvery grecpms thing
that creepeth upon tho earth after 7 his kind, and every
fowl after 7 his kind, every bird of every sort.

15 And they weat in unto No'sh into the ark, two
and two of sif fesh, whernin 43 the breath of life.

16 And they that went in, went in male and female

th ; but the fres gift of God is eternal life in Christ Josus our Lorg,—

Romansé ;: 23 (Rev. Ver.). *

Memorige ch. 7 : 12-14. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 6 : 9-12 ; 7 : 11-24.
Genesis 6 : 9-22 ;7 : 11-24.

Rend Genesis, chs. 6, 7. Study

of all flesh, as God 8had commanded him : ang tye
Lord shut him in,

17 And the flood was forty days upon the earth . and
tho waters increased, 4nd bare up the ark, and it gpy
lift up abovo the carth.

18 And the waters provailed, and ®were increassd
greatly upon the carth ; and the ark went upon the faes
of the waters. N

19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the
earth; and all the high !¢ hills, that were under tho whols
heaven, were covered.

20 Fifteen cubite upward did tho waters prevail ; ang
the mountains wero covered.

21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both
1 of fowl, and 12 of cattle, and 1! of beast, and 1% of overy
creeping thing that crecpeth upon the earth, and every
man 3

22 Al in whose nostrils was the bresth of 2lifs, of
all that :ioaa in tl!:e dry’lan:. died. g

23 Ard every living 13 substance was destroyed whi
wag upon t.ha?%c_e of tho ground, both man, a’nd S‘f’ﬁ
and the orcoping 13 things, and 4 the fowl of the
heaven ; and they wero destroyed from the earth : asi
No’sh only 8 remained alive, and thoy that wers with
him in tém ark. i

24 And the waters prevailed upon tho carthan k
dred and Lity days. ot

Revised Version—=2righteous; 20mit and ; 3And ; ¢Omi? also; $8aw tho: $on; 7its; ¥ Omit had ;10m2
wers; 39 mountains ; ¥ Omit of ; 12 tho spirit of lifo ; 13 thing ; 1t Omit the ; ¥ was left, and.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of 1. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Beoretary, 26 Old Bailey, Londm,

England.)—M.—The flood, Gen. 6: 9-22.

T.—The flood, Gen. 7: 11-28. W-~—God beholdeth all, Ps, 33;

1322, Th.—A warning to all, 2 Pet. 2:1-9. F.—Beye ready, Matt. 24 : 32-44. S.~God our only refuge, Py

48, S.—"According to His promise,” 2 Pet. 3 : 1-13.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

KROAH BUILDING THE ARX

I. RiGETEOTS NOAR.—3, 10. 'Thoss are the
generations of Nozh. The words mark the begin-
ning of & new section which cxtends to the cnd of ths
ninth chapter. Noah. The word means *‘comfort"
or “‘rost” (wee ch. 5:20). Was 3 just man; up-
right, honest, virtuous in character. Parfoct; word

means soundness, and implics blamedoasness in g
human sense. In his gonerations ; that is, ameyg
the peoplo of his day. Arnd Noah walked with God.
This is said also of Enoch, and implies that Neh
was not simply the servant of God, but the friesd of
God. And Nozh begat three sons, Shem, Ham.,
Japheth. Shom means *‘famo” or “‘renown.” Him
significs heat. Japheth means “enlargement.”

II. Tee WickEp WORLD.—11, 13. The ext
also was corrupt; the inhabited world—in marial
contrast to tho spotless character of Noah, Belun
God ; in tho sight and judgment of God. And th
earth was filled with vislence. Cruelty abounisd
everywhers. The cause of this wickedness ir g
in tho opening verses of tho chapter. All fesh kad
corrupted Xis way. Tho wholo course of life wu
wTOong.

I1I. Tee DESTRUCTIVE FLOOD.—Ch. 7: 1111,
The intervening verses tell : (1) of God's announcemest
to Noah of His intention to destroy all fiesh s (4) o
His instructions to Noah to construct an ark of gopde
wood in & certein ordered fashion, and accordicg %
certaip atated dimensicns ; (3) of steps taken for the
preservation of the differeat species by taking it
tho ark closn animals by sevens, male and female, ol
uncloan animsls by twos, male and femals. Tie

N el
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bulding of the ark is o test of faith on Nonh's part,
Heb.11: 7. The six hundredth year of Noah's 1ife . .
wcond month . . seventeenth day. The writer
iseareful to pve oxact dates.  Were . . the fountains
o the great deep broken up. The flood is not
aused by a season of continuous rain of the ordinary
kod, “‘but tho work of the sccond day of creation,
by which the waters of the deep are separated from
thase of the heavens, is undone. Outside of the ark
pimeval chaos is restored.” The windows of
heaven Wero opened. The waters which are above
{le firmaweot are pourcd out. And . . rain was
upon the earth forty days. The word used means
B, burst or deluge of heavy rain. In the selfeame

dsy entered Noah. There is some difficulty hero

shen we compare v. 10, but it would seem to be the
gt day after tho seventh had clapsed. Every bird
of every sort ; Hebrew, “all birds of overy wing.”
ind the Lord shut bim in ; a vivid touch showing
B Cod’s personal caro for Noah.

17-2¢. The waters increased; through the
watinuous deluge. Tho gradual rise of the waters
1 graphically brought before our minds by the writer.
fiftesn cubits upward did tho waters prevail ;
that is, fifteen cubits above the mountain tops. This
racesssrily involved tho destruction of all life outside
tte ark. Of every croeping thing .hat creersth
upon the carth; Rev. Ver. Margin, “swarmiog
R (ting that swarmeth.” Every living substance
was cdestroyoed ; Rev. Ver. Margin, * Ho destroyed
every living thing.”  *‘Destroyed ;" Hebrew word
zeans “blotted out.” The separate mention of the
B :struction of man, cattle, creeping thing, fowl, makes
tte description more impressive.

A MESOPOTAMIAN BOAT

When you wr.ch the
ship builder to-dax3 on the
Euphrates, you will sce
that all the planks and
beams sare sawed and
bewn by hand.  When the
boat, with its great high
prow, is finished, the joints
arc not close. These are
filled with pitch, which is
a kind of cosl tar and is
found along tho bauks of
the river. Tho presenco
of this pitch must have
given the carly boat build-
er 8 great adwantego in

the work of construoting a water-tight boat out of
timber cut in the manner describod.

LESSON QUESTIONS

9, 10 What does the namo Neah mean? Who
was the father of Noah? What was tho character
of Noah ? Of what other man is it said that he walked
with God? How many sons had Noah? What
were their names? Give tho menning of each name.

11, 12 What is said as to tho condition of the
world when Noah lived? How did God determine
to punish the wicked world 2 To whom did He reveal
His intention? How did God plan to save Noah
and his family? Was anything clse to be saved ?

Ch. 7:11-24 How old was Noah when the foun-
tains of the deep were opened? How long did the
waters break forth? How high above the mountains
did the waters reach? What was the fato of all
living things? How long did tho waters provail on
tho carth ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Can the soul live truly among witked surround-
ings?
2. What place had *“works” in Noah's life of faith ?
A LESSON FOR LIFR

“YWhere will you be then?" said tho blustering
Papnl legate to Lauther, as he tries to subdue tha
dauntless champion of the Reformation by the terrors
of Papal anger. ‘Where I am now, in the hauds of
the living God,” was the answer of Luther inspired
by faith. Faith cnables & man to faco danger and
depend on God. Noah prepared the ark and trusted
in God. When the floods rose, the hand of the living
God shut him in.

Prove from Scripture—That death is the fruit of
gin.

Shorter Catechism-—Ques. 44. Wkat doth the prefoce
0 the len commandments teach us?  A. The preface to
the ten c dments teacheth us, That because God
is the Lord, and our God, and Redeemer, therefore we
are bound to keep all his commandments.

The Question on Missions—3. What men beside
Livingstone explored Afri:a? Captain Speke spent
ten years (1854-1864) in Africa, doing a great work.
Sir Samuel Baker discovered Lake Albert Nyanza in
1864. Henry M. Stanley searched for Livingstone
and found him in 1871.

TLesson Hymns.—Book of Praise : 7 (Supplemental
Losson), 8, 493, §2 (Ps. Sel), 359 (from Primary
QUARTERLY), 499.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. What threo things are said about Noah's character ®eeeeveanenss feseesetsenctcenatanannn seevecnn

................ D R R R L L R R R R Ry

esesstsranes cessscesavuans Seesceceveettrentennans

2 Tell something about tho ark......cceee.. e eeetetaeecetetettesertetasatesanns Ceeeerecnnaaaae

3. What did Noah show by’building the ark¢.

..... DR R R D L R LR R L

........................................... Sessens

....................................... sevsressene
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Lesson V1.

The Home Study Quarterly
GOD’S COVENANT WITH NOAH

February 9, 1913

BETWEEBN THE LESSONS—In Chap. VIII.,, we read of the waters decreasing until the ark rests on Mount

Ararat.
dove, which returaned, finding no resting place.

Noah sends out a raven, which finding carrion on which to rest and food, did not return. He sends a
Ho sends it a sccond timo, when it returns with an olive leaf

which ¢old of abated waters. Soon Noah leaves the ark, and as his first act builds an altar.

GOLDEN TEXT—I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant hetwsen me and the
earth.~~Genesis ¢ : X3.

Memorize vs. 15, 16. THE LESSON
to 9: 17.

.8 And God spake unto No’ah, and to his sons with
him, saying,
9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you,
and with your seed after you ;
10 And with every living creature that 42 with you,

1 of tho fowl, ? of the cattle, and ! of every beast of the-

carth with you ; ? from all that go out of the ark, 3to
every beast of the carth.

11 And I will cstablish my covenant with you;
neither shail all flesh be cut off any more by the waters
of ¢a flsod ; neither shall there any more be a flood to
destroy the earth.

12 And God said, This it the token of the covenant
which 1 make between me and vou and every living
creature that ss with ydu, for perpetual generations :

PASSAGE—Genesis 9 : 8-17.
Read Genesis, chs. 8, 9. :

Study Genesis 8 : 1

13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for
a token of a covenant botween me and the earth

14 And it shall como to pass, when I bring a cloud
over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud :

15 And I will remember my covenant, which is be-
tween me and you and every living creature of all flesh
alnld ﬁthe waters shall no more become a flood to destroy
all flesh.
16 And the bow shall bo in the cloud ; and I will
look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting cove-
nant between God and every living creature of all flesh
that is upon the earth. L.

17 And God said unto No’ah, This is the token of
the covenant, which I have established between mo and
all flesh that ss upon the earth.

Revised Verslon—: Omit of ; 2of ; 3even every ; ¢the.
Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Secretary, 26 Old Bailey, London,

England.)—M.—God saved Noah, Gen. 8 : 6-16.  T.—God blesses Noah, Gen : 20 to 9: 7.

W.—~God’s coven-

ant wth Nosh, Gen. 9 : 8-17. Th.—Wait patiently, Ps. 40: 1-8. F.—God remcmberath His covenant, Lev.

26 : 40-45.

S.—A new covenant, Jer. 31 : 31-34. S.—God's kindness everlasting, Isa. 54 : 4-10.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. TRE COVENANT.—8-11. And
God spake unto Noah, and to his
sons with him. God includes the
sons as well as Noah in the covenant.
It is to be not merely private and per-
sonal, but to include the whole human
race. Behold, X establish my coven~
ant with you. The covenant is first
mentioned in ch. 6:18; s0 that it be-
gins with the saving of Noszh from the
flood. With the covenant in this Les.
son is also to be remembered the pro-

man, eaying, *“Me and you.” This
personal clement enters into all true
religion. For perpetual generations.
Three points sbout this covenant must
bo observed. First, it is personal, as
we have noted.  Second, it is universal,
including all men and creatures Third,
it is everlasting. I do sot my bow
in the cloud; Rev. Ver. Margin
reads, “Y bave set My bow." The
rainbow is caused by the refrartion of
the light. It requires for its produc-

mise (ch. 8: 22) that while the carth
remained, seed time and harvest, and
cold and heat, and summer and winter,

tion in the sky ,the light and the storm
cloud cozbined. It offers a beautiful
symbol : God writing His promise on

and day and night, should not cease.

The Lesson gives the formal establishment of the cov-
cnant, with its formal pledge and formal token. Every
covenant implies two contracting parties, & pledge of
faith, and the establisbing of new relations not exist-
ing before. With overy living creature that is
with you. It will be noted that the brute creation
is included in the scope of tho covenant. The Bible
enjoins kindness to beast and bird (sce Deut. 22:6;
25:4). Noither shall there any more be a food.
This is the sum and substance of the covenant ; there
is never agsin to be a world-destroying flood.

I1. TEP TOREN.—12, 18. This is the token
of tho covenant. Every divino covenant bas its
own peculisr token. Thus in ch. 15, when God
makes His covenant with Abraham, Ho makes tho
countlessness of the stars tho token of the chuntless-
ness of Abrabam's sced. Between me and you.
These words cmphasize £hoe personal relations of God
with man. Ho is not a far off Being who spcaks
indirectly to men. He enters into covenant with

the darkness of the cloud with the pen
for His light.

14-17. When I bring 8 cloud over the earth;
rather, “when I bring clouds.”” The Hebrew is
+cloud (with) cloud,” suggestive of the whole heavens
dark with storm. Tho Hcbrew writers always as-
sociate nature very closely with God. They think
and speak of God directing the winds end spreading
the clouds and spesking through the thunder. (See
Ps. 77:18.) That the bow shall be seen in the
cloud. The clouds that would fill Noah's heart with
fear of another flood will bo bright with tho token of
God's covenant. I will romembear my covensnt.
It is not tho bow that saves, but the God who has
appointed the bow for a sign. It is not tho Bible
that saves, but the God who gave the Book. Jesus
is for us tho Mediator of a better covenant, with
better promises. Tho token of the new covenant
is tho cross of Jesus. The everlasting covensat
botweon Qod and every Uving creature. The
idea of tho unending naturo and universal scope of the
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covenant is emphasized by ropetition. ‘This iz the
tokon, ' Very beautiful,’” says Dr. joseph Parker,
*is thig iden of God giving us something to look at,
in order to keop our faith steady. He knuws that
wo need pictures, and rests, and voices, and signs,
anc these ho has well supplied. We might have for-
gotten tho word, but we cannot fail to see the bow."”

A MESOPOTAMIAN FLOOD

The Tigris river still re-
minds the inhabitants
along its banks of the great
flood that happeaed long
ago. Away in the Armen-
ian highlands the rain falls
and the snow melts at cer-
tain scasons of the year,
and the flood comesrushing
down, Wherever the banks
happen to be low, the wa-
ter spills over the lovel land
and turns the valleys into
temporary lakes. Here and
there you may see great

hes and gears on the
high banks that tell how high the stream bas risen
above the customary water mark.

LESSON QUESTIONS

On what mountain did the ark rest? What did
Noah send out to discover if the waters were assuag-
ed? What were the results of his so sending? What
did Noah do when he came out of the ark? What
promise did God then make to him? (Ch. 8§ : 4-22.

8-11 Who were the principal parties in the coven-
ant made in this Lesson? What other persons were
included besides Noah?  Did tho covenant go beyond
tho family of Noah? What words show this to be
thecase? Where is the first meation made of a coven-
snt between God and Nonrh? What was tho first
step towards this covenant ?

12-17 Did the covenant tske in anything beyond
human beings? What words show this to be s0?
How long was the covenant to endure? What was

the particular promise made by God in this covenant ?
What was tho sign or token given by God? Who is
tho Mediator of the better covenant, and what is its
token ? (Heb. 8 : 6.)

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Is kindness to animals a necessary part of re-
ligion ?

2. Do God's covenants impose oonditions on Him
alone ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

We are told that the rainbow is simply the ordinary
ligat scparated into the different colors that compose
it. ‘There is, therefore, the possibility of the colors
of the rainbow, not simply in tho storm, but every-
where. Tho quiet, ordinary day has the concealed
glories of numberless rainbows. The workroom is
full of rainbow colors. And so it is with the love of
God for all His children. It manifests itself very
strikingly on occasions of special danger and distress.
We see its rainbow colors then. But the very same
love, with the very same glories, fills the everyday life
of God’s children. It is only our blindness that pre-
vents us from sceing how every common day is rain-
bowed with promise and hope.

Prove from Scripture—7hat God $& good to alk:

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 45. Which s the first
commandment ? + A. The first commandment is, Thou
shalt have no other gods before me. Ques. 46. What
is required in the first commandment? A. The first
commandment requircth us to know and acknowledge
God to bo 1he cnly true God, and our God ; and to
worship and glorify him accordingly.

The Question on Missions—0. What kind of
people did theso explorers find in Africa? Very cruel
and ignorant people, who believed many falso and
foolish things. They were very uuclean in their
habits, and sold their children and young people into
slavery. Before Livingstone went to Africa, 70,000
slaves were bought and sold every year.

Lesson BEymns—DBook of Praise : 7 (Supplemental
Lesson), 276, 289, 62 (Ps. Sel.), 482 (from Parisary
QUARTERLY), 313.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Tell whst led to the makiLg of the covenant between God and Noab. .. caieieeeereorenrasraranenann

DR R R R R o R R R R R R R R T T T S U A Y P S

3. Tell something about tho “better COVEDADR ... u.iiiieeieneeantirnssesncascossnanns

R R R R R R R R R R R R L R L L R R R T R R N A S PP

4. What is tho token of this covenant ?..cueieeeeeeeernensoreconnenne- . etesienee PR
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Lesson VII.

*THE CALL OF ABRAM

February 16, 1913

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—With Ch. XII. begins the histery of tho patriarchs. Since Noah, it was through
the line of Shem that the knowledge of the truo God was continued. Now, in Abraham, the revclation of Cod
reschos a higher stage. God chooses a man, and in him a nation, to be His witness in the world.

GOLDEN TEXT—TI will bless thee, and make tx&{ name great; and be thou a blessing.—Genesis 12: 2
e

v. Ver.).

Memorizevs. 1-3. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 12 :1-9. Read Genesis, chs. 10 to 12.

1 Now the Lord ! had raid unto A’bram, Get thes
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father's house, unto 2 a land that I will shew thee :

2 And make of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee, and make thy name great ; and 3 thou shalt
be a blessing :

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and ¢ curse
him that curscth thee : and in thee shall all families of
the earth be blessed.

4 So A’bram ® doparted, as the Lord had spoken unto
him ; and Lot went with him : and A’bram was seventy
and fivo years old when ho departed out of Har’an.

5 And A’bram_took Sarai wife, and Lot his
brother's son, and all their substance that they had
gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Har'an ;

and they went forth to go into the land of Ca’naan ;
and into tho land of Ca’naan they came.

6 And A’bram passed through the land unto the
place of ¢Si‘chem, unto the ?plain of Mo'reh. And
the Ca'naanite was then in the land. .

7 And tho_Lord_appeared unto A’bram, and said,
Unto thy seed will I give thisland : and there builded
ho an altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him.

8 And he removed from thence unto ?a mountain
on the east of Both'el, and pitched his tent, having
Beth'-cl on the west, and _Ha'i on the cast : and thero
he builded an altar unto the Lord and called upon the
name of the Lord, .

. 9 t,hd A’bram journeyed, going on still toward the
south.

Reviged Version— Omst had ; 2the ; 3be thou a ; ¢him that ourseth thee will I curso ; ® wont ; ¢ Shechem

1oak ; 8 Ai; ¢ South (capital 8).

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. 8, C. Bailey, Secretaryr26 0Old Bailey, London,

England.)—M.—Tho Csali of Abram, Gen. 12 : 1-9.

T.—Abram's faith, Heb. 11: 6-10. W.—The story re-

told, Acts 7: 1-7. Th.—The children of faith, Gal. 3 : 6-14. F.—The first disciples called, John 1 : 35-47. S.
—Matthew called, Luke 5 : 27-32, 8.—Called and blessed, Isa. 51 : 1-6.
\ ‘

THE LESSON EXPLAINED .

1. Tee CaLn
—1-3, The
Lord' . said ;
in Ur of the
Cbaldees, near
the mouth of
the Euphrates.
{Sce Stephen's
specch, Acts 7 :
2.) Outof thy
country ; call
to separation

from country,
friends, homo.

TENTS SUCH AS ABRAM MAY HAVE USED

Unto a land ;
called to something, as well as from something.
The land is the first promise. The land is not
definitely named, which is another test of faith.
Abram surrenders somathing definite for somsthing
indefinite. “By faith Abraham . . went out, not
knowing whither he went,” Heb. 11: 8. A great
nation ; another test of faith, jor this second
promise is given to an old wan with no children.
T will bless thee . . name great; third promise,
divine favor and human honor. Thou shalt be a
blassing (Rev. Ver.,, “Bo thou a blessing); the
fourth promise. As God is & blessing to Abram,
Abram is to be & blessing to others. Lot shares in
the prosperity of Abram, Gen. 123 : 5, Bless them . .
curse him. 7The fiith promiso is a divine partner-
shin. Abram's cause iz God’s causo ; thoy have the
ssme friends snd foca. All the familles (Rev. Ver.) ;
nations. Be blessed; the sixth promise. Tho
blessings of Absam’s obedience is not to be confined
to himself or his own gencration. Thoy are to bo
world-wide and world-long.

II. THE JOURNEY.—4-6. So Abram departed ;
in obedionce to the call. Lot went with him ;
nophew of Abram, son of Haran, Abram's 2lder brother.
Out of Haran ; somotimes written Charan. Abram
started at God's call, but tarried at Heran iu Meso-
potamia for five ycars till the death of his father,
Terab, Gen. 11: 31, 32. Then he went on to Canaan.
Sarai; nsmo mcans, ‘contentious;’” afterwards
changed to Sarah, meaning, *‘princess,” Gen. 17 :15.
Subatance ; property. Souls; persons. Land of
Canaan ; about 300 miles from Haran, Abram
would travel southwards. Unto the place of
Sichomx (Rev, Ver., “Shechem™); to the place
whero Shechem afterwards stood. Tho word meahs
“shoulder.” It is a ridge joining Mt. Ebzal and Mt.
Gerizim, which stand two miles spart ; tho modern
nsmoe is Nablus. Unto the plain of Moreh ; Rov.
Ver. reads ‘‘oak,” in place of “plain.”” Refers to a
sacred treo supposed by the Canaenites to give rove-
Iations of tho will of tho gods. Moreh, which mecans
teacher or dircotor, may be tho name for the priest

# This Lesson has boen selected to be treated as a Spocial Missionary Lesson for the Quartor



The Call of Abram

who waited on the sacred tree—**the oak of tho sooth-
sayer.” Canaanite was in the land., This ex-
plaina tho presence of tree and priest. The promised
land is not an unpossessed lard.

III, THB ALTAR.~7-9. The Lord appeared.
Abram needs no sacred tree or soothsayer ; God speaks
to him. Will I give this land. Abram is now told
plainly what lani was to bo his. There bullded . .
an altar. The ,ourneyings of Abram aro marked by
the altar. Removed . . unto a mountain ; “moun-
tainwards"—into a hilly country. East of Beth-el ;
namo means, “house of God,” called Luz at this time
and Beth-el after Jacob’s vision, Gen. 28 :19. Hal ;
probebly Haiyan, about 2 miles cast of Beth-el and
separated from it by a ravine. Called upon the
name of the Xord, Sacrifice at the altar was ac-
companied by prayer to God. Journeyed; word
means *‘to pluck up' (the pegs of the tent), to move
camp, South; Negeb, the dry region, south of
Palestine.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Sichem (Suecmey) is
the epot where Abraham

fs‘e made his first recorded
2o halting place in his jour-
SU) ney four thousand years
=~ ago. It isto-day one of
& the chief towns of central
; Palestine. It lies about

forty milesnorth of Joru-

QU
X ol salem in agheltered valley
&?é’.?}u‘&aar between Mt. Ebal and
‘9“)“5“- ¥ Mt. Gerizim. It has &
1@\»:“‘ population of 25,000.
U Round it lis fields and

gardens. £t must have
besn s jood camping
ground for Abraham with his herds and flocks in need
of water and pasture.
LESSON QUESTIONS

1-8 What did God command Abram to leave be-
hind? Whkat wss Abram's native country?
Where was it situated ? Where did God say Abram
way to go? What did God promiso to ruske of
Abram? Who were to bo blessnd through Abram ?
Who were to be cursed ?

4-6 Did Abram obey the call of God? How old
was ho when he started from Ur of tho Chaldees?
How old was ke when he left Haran? Who had died
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beforo Abram left Haran? Who wont with Abram ?
What relation was ho to Abram? Whut was the wife
of Abram called ? What does her name mean? Into
what land did Abram come from Haran? To what
place did he come? Who was then in the land ?

7-9 Who appeared unto Abraun? What promiso
did God make then to Abram? What does the
name Beth-el mean? How eftea do we read in this
Lesson of Abram building an altar? Where did
Abram journey from Beth-cl and Hai ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Can there be true faith without action?
2. Everywhere he went Abraham built an altar.
Of what use is prayer to lifo?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

‘The mass of gold hag only lustre until tho file and
the hammer and the corroding acid have taken away
portions of the mass. Then the gold has more than
lustro. It has shape and meaning and beauty. It
is the part that is taken away that gives meaning to
what is left. And so it was with Abram. He
secmed only an ordinary man among ordinary men,
without distinction, until something was taken away.
When he exchanged a settled life for pilgrimage, he
stood out in new significance. Ro became the great
type of faith. Sacrifico is never a loss, but always a
gain. The thing surrendered shapes the soul more
than the thing we bold. It enbances and beautifiea
what is left.

Prove from Scripture—That we are called to help
others. -

Shorter Catechism-~—Ques. 47. What is forbidden
sn the first commandment ¥ A, The first commandment
forbiddeth thn denying, or not worshipping and glorify-
ing the true God as God, and our God ; and the giving
of that worship and glory to any other, which is due to
him alone.

The Question on Missions—~7. What were the
regults of the work done by theso explorers in Africa 9
The sympathy of Christian lands was roused, slavery
was checked, ships sailed up the rivers and lakes to do
business and the gospel was preached in many places
by earnest and good men.

Lesson Hymuns—Book of Praise : 7 (Supplemental
Iesson), 474, 287, 14 (Ps. Sel), 583 (from Prinary
QUARTERLY), 294.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Tell what sacrificc Abram was called on to make at his call...... Ceererereneeniannans tscrsasanse e

2. What promises did ho recvive?..... [P

..... Neeteessseterssessrssacsttsarassasetsserrsonamany

3. What journcyings did he mako ... -«c.covvnes
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Lesson VIIIL ABRAM AND LOT February 23, 1913

BETWEER THE LESSONS—Abram did not stay long in Canaan. Famine compelled him to move down
to Egypt, a grain producing country. Fearing that the Egyptians might covet Sarah for her beauty and kill him
to get possession of her. ho regorted to doceit. Pharaoh discovered this decoit through the plagues sent by Gud,
and sont Abram away.

GOLDEN TEXT—The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, am)i, he added no enrrow therewith.—Proverbs 10 : 23
ev. Ver.).””
Memorize v. 8. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 13 : 1-12.  Study Genesis 13 : 1-18.
Read Genesis, chs. 13, 14.

¥ 1 And A’bram went up out of E'gypt, be, and his
lvwfe, and all that ho had, and Lot with him, into the

south.
_ 2 And A’bram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and
in gold.

3 And he went on his journeys from the ! south even
to Beth'-el, unto tuo place where his tent had been at
tho beginning, between Beth’-el and 2 Ha'i;

4 Unto the place of the altar, which he had made
there at the first : and there A’bram called on the name
of the Lord. . .

&5 And Lot also, which went with A’bram, had flocks,
and herds, and tents.

8 And the land was not able to bear them, that they
might dwell together : for their substance was great,
8o that they could not dwell together. .

7 And there was a strife between the herdmen of
A’bram’s cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle : an
the Ca’naanite and the Periz’zito dwelled then in the

d. .
8 And A’bram #aid unto Lot, Lot there b trife
I pray thee, batween me and 'thee. and b:@geirin?
herdmen and thy herdmen ; for we 3be brethren.
9 Is not the wholo land before thee ? separate thy-
:glf, Ilprp thtég. {ll;om_ nﬁ: sif t{x{tx;):fl‘t éaks the left hand,
en I will go o right ; o epars
hailg. ﬁgnil :vllll} t%g %o tli?rléfc. tothe night
0 up his eyes, and beheld
§ plain of Jor’dan, t.hatx}t), was w)e']l watered e\?ery gvuhg::
before the Lord destroyed Sod’om and Gomor'rah,
© even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of E’gypt,
2 rmon Tot choss b all the *plain of Jor
en chose e § plain of Jor'dan ;
and Lot journeyed east : and they sepgrated t.hemseilv%s;
T
ram dwelled in the land of C. . and
dwelled in the cities of the plain, an‘:in?;?tcl?ﬁi II‘:::

tent 19 toward Sod’om.

Revised Version—! South (capital 8) ; 2Ai ; 3are; ¢ take the ; 5 Plain (capital P) ; 8like tho ; ? goest ; ¢ So

Lot ; moved his ; 1°as far as Sodom.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. 8. C. Bailey, Secretary, 26 Old Bailey, London,

England.)—M.—Abram and Lot, Gen. 13: 1-9.
wealth, Matt. 6 : 26-33.
S.—Mindful of God, Deut. 8 : 11-20.

.—Abram and Lot, Gen. 13 : 10-18.
Th.—Love not the world, 1John 2 : 13-17. F.~—God’s providence, Ps. 107 : 33-43.
S.~—Confidence in God, Ps. 115,

W.~True source of

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. UncLe AND NBPHEW.—~1-6. Out of Egypt. .
into the south ; moving in a northeasterly direction
into the southern portion of Palestine, called the
South. All that he had. Pharaoh does not punish
Abram for his deceit. The plagues show that he is
divinely guarded. Abram was very rich; riches
mentioned here for the first time in the Bible. The
Lesson shows that riches have always had their dan-
gers. Went on his journeys ; from encampment to
encampment, probably by the same way and stopping
places of his journey down to Egypt. At the begin-
ning ; of his journey to Egypt. Beth-el and Hal.
Sos 1ast Lesson. Called on the name of the Lord ;
altar and worship never neglected in Abram’s journey-
ings. Lot also . . had flocks. God’s blessing on
Abram extends to those who sojourn with him ; silver
and gold not mentioned, 88 in Abram's case. Not
able to bear them ; to furnish sufficient water and
pasture.

11. SEARP STRIFE~7. Thero was o strife ;
very probably about water—**wells aro still a common
cause of contention amongst Arab tribes.” They
have an importance in tho East, unknown to us.
Read sbout the strife of Isaao’s herdmen with tho men
of Gerar, Gen. 26: 15. (See also Ez. 2:17)) The
Canaanite. Scec last Lesson. Perizzite ; namo of
tribe living near Beth-cl, or perbaps the inhabitants
of the opem villages and country as distinguished
from the Canaanites who occupied walled towns.
The presence of thess people would account for the
dificulty of providing for the cattle. Abram and
Lot had not the land to themsclves.

III. A GENEROUS OFFER.—S, 9. Eat there be
no strifo. Strife was unseemly to Abram. Between
me and thee ; not alone between the herdmen : the
quarrel wag in danger of widening, as is always the
case. We be brethrem; kinsfolk. This is the
decpest argument t all strife. The whole land

AT THE WELL’S MOUTH

beforo thes ; to mako a choico. Separate thyself ;
the only remedy. Strife is worse than separation.
It thou wilt take the loft hand. - Abram not only
makes 8 suggestion, but & sacrifico for peace; the
leader, possessor of the promises, senior in years,
greater in wealth and family digoity, waives his rights. -

IV. A GREBDY CHOICE.—10-13. Lot lifted up
his gyes. Abram and Lot stood on “one of tho great



Abram and Lot

viowpoints of Palestine.” All the plain of Jordan ;
Rov. Ver. Margin, “circle of the Jordan.” This is
tho plain rich with vine, olive and fig, into which tho
Jordan valley widens at the north end of tho Dead
Sea—one of the most remarkable depressions in the
world. Jordan mentioned here for the first timo ;
psrac means, *‘Descender.” zIn its rapid course of
200 miles it folls 3,000 fcot. Well watered évery
where ; o splendid advantage, ensuring sbundance
and continuance of pasture and wells. Sodom and
Gomorrah ; theso cities probably located at the south-
east end of the Dead Sea. Qarden of the Lord ;
Eden, the first home of tho race. Egypt; always
famous_for its fertility. Unto Zoar ; not Zoar near
tho Dead Sea, but Zoar in Egypt, a garden land
through which Abram would pass going‘_to and from
Egypt. Lot chose . . all the plain. Lot chose
first, chose the best and all the best. In his greed he
forgot the niceties of Oricntal etiquette, which re-
quircd some show of reluctance. Abram dwelled in
“the land ; in the open country. Lot .. pitched his
tent toward Sodom ; Rev. Ver., “‘moved his tent
as far as Sodom."” Lot's choice was far wider than
he thought. He chose the best pasture land ; he also
choso wicked Sodom. He lost the most noble com-
pany of Abram, Abram, on the other hand, lost
nothing by his sacrifice for peace. God chose this
moment to renew His covenant. The friendship of
God and all the land were his.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON

Earthquakes and de-
structive volcanic out~
breaks have made the
PrLAaN OF JORDAN, once &
fertile plain, into & bar-
ren wilderness. Looking
southwest from s little
hill above the site of Jer-
icho, you get an excellent
view of the land which
Lot chose for himseclf.
You sce the plain stretch-
ing cast for about five
miles. It is ended to the
east by a long wall of
highlands, along which
the Jordan flows. This plain_was, Lot's choice.

21

LESSON QUESTIONS

1-6 In what dircotion did Abram travel from
Egypt? Toll about the riches of Abram and Loty
What did Abram do when he camo to the sltar?
What difffoulty did the many herds oreate ?

7 What was the strife of the herdmen about ?

8, 9 Why did Abram dislike strifo? What did he
propose, to avoid it? Who got tho first ohoice?
Why had Abram the right to make his choice first ?

10-12 What choice did Lot make? Why did he
make this choico? To what two places was the land
ho chose likened? Whero was Zoar? What river
is mentioncdfhero for tho first time? What cities
were near tho land Lot chose? Where were the oities
of Sodom and Gomorrah prcbably situated ? What
good company did Lot lose? What ovil company
did he gain? What was Abram’s reward for his
generous offer ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. The compensations of self-denial.
2. Are riches a blessing or 8 curse?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

The choicothat scems wisest is not always so.
Rome chose brazen tasblets on which to record her
triumphs and conquests, Babylon chose clay for her
tablets ; and it seemed that men would read forever
about Rome and forget forever about Babylon. But
the barbariars who conquered Rome carried off the
tablets for the sake of tho metal, while the clay tablets
of Babylon abound to this day. 8o with Abram
and Lot. Lot choss “bronze.”” But he chose more
than he thought, for he involved his fortunes with
those of Sodom. He lost the company of the noblo.
Abram had only *clay’ left. But his choico endured,
while Lot's vanished. The land was to be his forever.

Prove from Scripture—That we should live peace-
ably.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 44-47.

‘The Question on Mixsions.—8. What was the
difference between Livingstone’s work and the work
of these explorera? Livingstone would not consent
to go simply as an explorer, but a3 a missionary.
Exploration took only a second place with him; it
was the chief work with the others. He wanted to
make Africa Christian.

Lesgson Hymns—Book of Praise : 7 (Supplemental
Lesson), 205, 296, 93 (Ps. Sel.), 193 (from PRIMARY
Quarterly), 80.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Why did Abram avoid strife, and what sacrifico did he make for peace ?
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2. What was Lot's choice?..... verecaranes
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3. Wherein was Lot's choice a blunder?........ eeeetetcestiatsarterenttarriatanananenes ceveerens
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Lesson IX,

GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM

March 2, 1913

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Aftor Lot's choice, God promised to Abram that all the land that lay befors
him would bo his forever and that his seed should be countless as dust. Then comes Abram’s defeat of Chodor-
laomor and the other kiugs, and the rescue of Lot, and his noble refusal to take any of the spoil (ch. 14). In this
Leason, an heir, sced a3 the stars, inhoritance of the land, are promised and confirmed to Abram by covenant,

GOLDEN TEXT--He is faithful that promised.—~Hebrews 10 : 23.

Memorize vs. 5, 6.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 15 : 5-18.

Study Genesis, chs,

15; 17 : 1-8. Read Genesis, chs. 15 to 17.

5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look
now toward heaven, and tell the stars, i thou be able
to 2 number them : and he said unto him, So shall thy

seed be.

6 And ho believed in the Lord ; and ho counted it
to him for righteousness.

7 And he said unto him, I am the Lord that brought
theo out of Ur of the Chal'decs, to give thee this Jand
to inherit it.

8 Aund ho gaid, Lord God, whereby shall I know that
I shall inherit it ?

9 And he said unto him, Take mo an heifer of threo
yeors old, and a sho goat of thrce years old, and a ram
of thres years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon,

10 And he took 2unto him all theso, and divided
them in the midst, and laid each 3 piece one against
another : but the birds divided be not.

11 And ¢ when the fowls came down upon the car-
cases, ¥ A’bram drove them away.

12 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep

{ell upon A’bram ; and, lo, an horror of great darknesy
o e unto A'bram, K
nd he 2aid un! ram, Know of
thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that ?a’xﬁff %é’?i‘
and shall serve them ; and they shall afilict them four
B atio {hat nation, whom th
o that nation, whom they shall i
T judge : and afterwacd shall they conyxe oﬁz i?iﬁ"g;ﬂ!
O Aad thou shalt go to thy fath
n ou gl g0 athers i :

shalt bo buried in 8 good old age, = oo thou

.16 7But in the fourth goneration they shall come
lntbht}r ﬁgam : for the iniquity of the 8 Am’orites is not
yot_full.

17 And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down
and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and s
Shurning lamp that passed betwoen 19 thoso piecas,

18 In 1tho samo day the Lord made a covenant
with A’bram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this
land, from the river of E'gypt unto the great river, thy
river Euphra’tes.

Revised Veraion—— tell ; 2 Omit unto ; 3 half over against the other ; ¢ tho birds of proy came ; $ and; ¢ But,

% And ; 8 Amorite ; ® flaming torch ; 3¢ these ; 1 that day.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. 8. C. Bailey, Secrotary, 26 Old Bailey, London,
Englaed.)—~M.—God's covenant with Abrabum, Gen. 15: 5-18. T.—The covenant roncwed, Gen. 17: 1-8.
~The covenant remembered, Ex. 6 : 2-8. Th.—A greater inheritance, 1 Pet, 1 : 1-9. F.—A csll for praise,

Ps. 105 : 1-15. S.—In remembrance of His mercy, Neh. 9 : 6-11.

S.—He faleth not, 1 Kgs. 8 : 54-61.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

€“Tell the Stars .. So Shall Thy Seed Be »

I. Tee STARS AND THE PROMISE.—5-7.
Brought him forth abrosd. Justas Godappointed
the rainbow as the token of His covenant with Noab,
Ho now appoints a zsign for His promise that Abram
should have an heir. Look . . toward heaven, and
tell the atars ; count tho stars. The vision was at
pight. The starry aky is a striking sign of God’s

power, and a good example of what is countless,
Bee references to the stars, Fs. 8:3; Tsa, 40:28.
Ho believed in the Xord. Abrom's faith bad to
be exorcised aguinst natural appearances. Childless-
neas seemed the great probebility of his life. Faith
has always to believe in the unseen against the seen.
Counted it to him for righteousness ; counted
his faith fer righteousness, Paul makes uso of this
passage to show that the works of the law aro not the
first necessity to salvation, for men were justified by
faith alone when there was nolaw, Rom. 4 : 3. Brought
thee out of Ur of the Chaldees ; Abram's first
home.

I1. TEB SACRIFICES AND THE NIGHT VISION.
—8-11. Whereby shall I know thatIshall inherit
it ? The stars are to be tho sign of his numberless
seed. Abram now asks for a sign that he shall in-
herit the land. ‘Take . . an heifer . . three years
old ; three perbaps a significant number, like seven.
Divided them in the midst. Tho custom was to
arrange tho halves so that tho contracting partics
could pass between. Beo Jer. 34 :18,—“They cut
the calf in twain, and passed tetween the parts theres
of.” When the fowls came down. Tho unclean
birds of prey would have polluted the sacrifice, hence
Abram drove them away.

12-16. And when the sun was going down;
“was about to go down,—almost a whole day has
passed. A deep sleep fell upon Abram. The
word used for deop sleep is the one that describes the
slecp of AGam when Eve was fashioned from hisrib;
it resembled o trance. An horror of great darkness

= =
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(1l upon him; “a horror, a groat darkness.”
God's voico spoaks in the darkness. Thy seed shall
bs & stranger in o land that is not theirs. *'So-
jouraer,” implying 8 temporary residont, is better
{han “strangor.” Shell serve them ; bo slaves.
This is fulfilled in the captivity of the children of
tmel in Egypt. They shall afflict them four
hundred years ; a round number. That nation,
shom they shall serve, will I judge. Thoe story
of the punishment of the oppressor is told in the
Book of Exodus. Shall they come out with great
substance ; wealth (seo Ex. 12:35). Thou shalt
go to thy fathers in peacs ; not buried with his
{sthers, for they were buried at Haran and Ur, but
wited with thom after death. Thou shalt be
buried in a good old age. Abraham died at the
150 of ono hundred and seventy-five years, Gen,
95:7. In the fourth generation. Evidently ono
bundred years are reckoned for a genoration. For
the iniquity of the, Amorite is not yet full (Rev.
Ver). “Amorite' is & general namo for the in-
tabitants of Canaan., The time for their punishment
isnot ripe.

17, 18, Behold a smoking furnace, and a
yrning lsmp that passed between. These were
be symbols of Jehovah, and their passing between
2s divided animals signified Jehovah's ratification
d the covenant. Made a covenant ; literally,
‘et & cavenant,” referring to the custom of dividing
$o animals, as we have seen. From the river of
| Bgypt ; the Nile.

Ch. 17:1~19 tells of unother promise of God,
shich shows that Abraham’s heir is not Ishmael the
w2 of Hagar, but will be a son of Abraham by Sarah.

ABRAHAM'S OAK

There still remains a tree near Hebron that is
wsociated with Abraham's story. A great many

&3 plsces in Palestine that were thickly wooded long ago

ye entirely bare of trees now. The tree is desirable
because it provides a shade from the fierce heat of
the Syrian sun. But, more than this, tho forest laid

:) up and provided an equable supply of water all the

wason, 80 that the various streams did not become
Iry channels in the rainless season of the year.

LESSON QUESTIONS
6-7 What was the first promise made to Abram

§ 2this Lesson?  What did God point to as the token
FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. What are the two promises of this Lesson?...

of His promise? Did Abram believe in God’s words 7
For what did God take this belief? What promise
did God make snbout the land ?

8-18 What question does Abram ask of Ged?
What animals were taken for the making of the coven-
ant? Why woro they divided? What camo down
upon the sucrifico? What happened te Abram at
sunset? What did God tell Abram regarding his
descondants? Whore and how long wore they to
gerve ? What was to befall the nation that oppressed
Ysrael? In what book of the Bible do we read the
fulfilment of this? At what ago did Abram dic?
‘What people wero not yet ripe for judgment? What
did tho passing of the furnace and the lamp between
the sacrifices signify ?

FOR DISCUSSION
1. Aroc God’'s promises always promises of benefits ?

2. Is tho asking for signs always justifiable? Is it
ever?
A LESSON FOR LIFE

Confucius, the great teacher of the Tlinese, said,
‘‘Have respect for the gods, but keep them at a dis-
tance.” Mow different this is from the spirit of the
teaching of the Biblo regarding the relation between
God and man. Tnoch and Noah walked with God.
They were tho friends of God. So here God enters
into a covenant with Abraham. Tho Biblo teaches
us, not how far we must keep from God, but how near
God and man may draw together,

Provo from Scripture—That we should be patient
with God.

Shorter Catechism-—Ques. 48. What are we speci-
ally taught by these words [befors me) in the first command-
ment? A. Theso words [before mel in the first com-
mandment teach us, That God, who seeth all things,
taketh notice of, and is much displeased with, the sin
cf having any other God.

The Question on Missions—9. What is tho pre-
sent population of Africa? About 127,000,000,
mostly Mohammedans and heathen. There are 2,729
missionaries, and 15,016 nativo preachers and teachers
at work, and there are ,378,561 Protestant church
members.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : 7 (Supplemental
Lesson), 295, 301, 37 (Ps. Sel.), 546 (from PriMaRry
QUARTERLY), 221.

................... R R K R I R
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THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM—

March 9, 1913

TEMPERANCE LESSON

BETWEEN THE LESSONS-—In the cighteenth chapter, wo read of Abraham's pleading with the .uge uf

Johovah, that Sodom might be spared, if it should contain but ten rightcous men.
citizen in Sodom, extends hospitality to the two angels who visit him in the form of men,

Lot, who is now u | ding
Lot's guests see s

thing of the awful state of Sodom. This Lesson reveals the full meaning of Lot's selfish choico in Lesson VIII.

GOLDEN TEXT—Come ye out from among them, and ye be separate, saith the Lord, and touch i
—2 Corinthians 6 : 17 (Rev. Ver.). ' 10 unclean thing,

Memorize vs. 15, 16. THE 7 ESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 19 : 12-17, 23-29.  Study Genesis
19: 1-3, 12-20. Read Genesis, chs. 18 to 21. N

12 And the men 8aid unto Lot, Hast thou here any
besides ? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters,
and 3 whatsoever thou hast ia the city, bnng them out
of 2this place :

13 For wo will desiroy this place, because the cry
of them is waxen great beforo 3 the fece of the Lord
and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it. )

14 And Lot went out, and spake unto his sonsin law,
which married his daughters, and said, Up, geb you out
of this place ; for the Lord will destroy 2 this city. But
be seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law.

15 And when the morning arcse, then the angels
hastencd Lot, saying, Arise, take thy ~ife, and thy two
davghters, which are hero § Iest thou be consumed in
the iniquity of the city. .

16 ¢ And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon
his hand, and upon the hand of his wif», and upon tho
hand of his two daughters; the Lord being merciful
unto him : and they brought him forth, and set him
without tho city.

17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them
farth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life ; look

not behind theo, neither stay thou in all the 3 plain ;s
csc‘:_)nspgr ;.o the mountain, lest :gou behconsumcd. '
2 ic sun wus risen upon the eart! $en.
1-01;,0;1 ,Il,gw zg'a%ord pd rth when Lot 8 en.

2 en the rained upoa So’dom =au
Eomox’mh brimstono and ﬁrepfrom the Lo?g Io:t'.n :f

caven ;

25 And he overthrew thoss citics, and all the $ plain
and all the inhabitants of the citics, and that which
grese upon the ground.

26 But his wife looked back from bebind him, and
3110’71)5:41:{1(:A ;;bm{]lar of salt. " th

27 An rsham gat up early in the morni
the place where ho 7 stood Eeforc the Lord :ommg o

28 And he looked toward Sod’om and Gomorrah
and toward all the land of the S plain, and beheld, and,
Io, the smoke of the ® country went up as the smoke of
e it to hen God d

.29 And it camo pass, when God destroyed ¢
cities of the 3 plain, that God remembered A%rahax}x,:;
and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when
he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.

Rovised Version—! whomsgcver :3the ;2 Omit the face of ; ¢ But he lingered ; and the men ; 8 Plain (capita

P); $came anto; ?had; 8land.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association, Mr. 8. C. Bailey, Secretary, 26 Old Bailey, London,

England.)~M.~The destruction of Sodom, Gen. 19 : 13, 12-1G.
17-20. W.—Thec doom pronsunced, Gen. 18 : 16-22.

T .—The destruction of Sodom, Gen. 19:

Th.—The patnarch's prayer, Gen. 1S : 23-33. F.~

Fate of the ungodly, Ps. 1. S.—Our Lord's warning, Luke 17 : 2232, S.—Bec ye¢ scparate, 2 Cor. 6 : 11-18.
THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Lor WARNED.—18-14. And tho men ; two
of the angels who appeared to Abmabam under the osks
of Mamre, ch. 15. Hast thou here any hesides ?
Jot's sclfishb choice had involved others in peril.
Bring them out of this place. Lot cannnt be
saved in Sodom ; he must leave the thing he chose.
The Lord hath sent us to destroy it. The angels
clearly distinguish themsclves from Jehovah. Lot
« . gpako unto his sons in law, which married his
daughters ; Rev. Ver. Margin, ““sons . . which were
to marry his daugbters,” The story shows plainly
that Lot's daughters were still living at home. But
ho soomed 58 one that mocked. God wasnothing
to them, perhaps because Lot, while a good man, had
not shown that God was much to him in these latter

* days in Sodom.

1i. Lor HASTENED.—15-17. The angels hast-
ened Lot. Little wonder that Lot’s wonds did not
convince. He is cnly balf persuaded himseli. Lot
can endure the iniquity of Sodom more casily than he
can believe the words of the angels. Lest thou be
consumed in ths iniquity. Rev. Ver. Margin
teads 'punisimeat,” in place of iniquity. While
he lingersd, the men laid kold upon his hand.
The angels arc paticnt with Lot. Insteed of leaving
bhim to his doom, they add mild {cree o waming.
The Lord being merciful unto him ; literally,
"in the mercy or gentleness of Jehovah unto bim.”
Brought him forth, and get him without. What

ABRAHAN OAK NEAR HEBRON

Lot could not decide to do for himself, the angele o
for him. Abroad; Hebrew, “outside,” that is, 1
city walls Ho 3aid. TUp tn this peint, it bas twen
“the men™ or “they,” Now it is “be” DIrobally
the angel of Jebovab who remained bebind to talk wath




The Destruction of Sodom—Temperance Lesson

Abrsham (ch. 18 : 22) has rejoined the other angels.
Escape .. look not behind , . neither stay thou
in all the plain.. Thero isto be lingering neither in
Sedom nor on the neighboring plain which he had
claimed for his own. Thereis not even to be a glanco
behind.  Bscape to the mountain ; the mouatains
of Moab, which rise abruptly from the Dead Sea.

IIL. Tep Crries DESTROYED.—23-29. When
Lot entered . . Zoar. Lot was feeble and cumbered
with three women, and feared he might not reach the
mountain in time, or might suffer sorae other peril.
He prays for somo necarer refuge and asks that one
of tho doomed cities might be spared for his sake.
He calls it Zoar, that is, “little.” God grants this
concession. The Lord rained . . brimstone and
fira. God may have used natural volcanic agency,
which could well be desceribed in these words. But
his wife looked back ; in direct disobedience of a
plin command. Pillar of salt. Lot's wifc is tho
type of those, “who in whatever age, look back with
regret and 1 upon | and cnjoyments
that are inconsistent with the salvation offcred to
them."” God remombered Abraham, and sent
Lot out of the midst. Abraham's pleading was
not wholly vain ; Lot, at least, is saved.

THE GEOGRAPEY LESSON

Tho exact locations of
Sopox and GOMORRAH are
¢ not kanown. Biblical
scholars who have cxplor-
ed theland, say that thero
is abundaut cvidence in
the district cast and south
of the Dead Sea of some
such great uphcaval as is
deseribed in this Lesson.
Somewhere here the cities
of Sodom and Gomurrah
probavly stand. The pres-
cnt condition of this part
is extremcely unlike the
other parts of Palestine,
and suggests some dreadful visitation of Gral.

LESSON QUESTIONS

12-14 How had Lot reccived thc angels§ What
message did they deliver to Lot? Was Lot o be
saved alone? How did his sops-inlaw reccive his
warning 9

15-17 Was Lot himsell ready to go at the waming ?
What steps did the visitors take ¢o tear him away ¢
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What orders did Lot roceive outside tho city? To
what mountain were they to makoe their escape ?
Where was this mountain? Why did Lot fear to
escape to the mountain? What place did he ask to
be spared for a refuge for him?  What is the meaning
of the name Zoar?

23-29 How were Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed 7
‘What command did Lot's wife disobey? What
penalty overtook her? Who viewed the destroyed
cities from afar? What was the appearance of tho
plain? How did God show His remembrance of
Abrabam ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Was the penalty paid by Lot’s wife unduly
severe ?

2. Can we get accustomed to cvil company without
suffering morally ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

The first step in building 8 bridge over a certain
river with steep banks and a swift current was to
shoot an arrow with a fine thread attached. Then
followed a thin string, a rope, a cable, and 8o on, til)
a great bridge joined the banks. This was the story
of Lot’s attachment to Sodom. First it was only a
glance, then a choico of land necar Sodom, then a
pitching of bis tent toward Sodom, then a dwelling
in Sodom. The approach to sin is often by degrees.

Prove from Scripture—That good ms seck the
welfare of others.

Shorter Catecbism—Qurs. 49. Which is the sccond
commandment? A. The sccond commandment is,
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or
any likencss of any thing that is in heaven above. or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waterunder
the carth : thou shalt not bow down thyself to them,
not serve them : for I the Lord thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil-
dren unto the third and fourth generation of them that
hate me ; and showing mercy unto thousands of them
that Tove me, and keep my commandments.

The Question on Missions—10. What is Africa's
greatest need?  The direct teaching of Jesus Christ,
and the example of sincere Christian living. Ignorance
and cruelty snd idolatry are very common. Mis-
sionaries tell of sceing African children cut all over
their bodiers to **let out the pain®’ they sufiered.

Lesson Hymmns—Book of Praisc : 7 (Supplemental
Lesson), 135, 238, 2 (Ps. Scl.), 412 (from Paidary
QearTERLY). 259.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Why was Sodom destroved .. ovivniionn,
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Lesson XI.
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THE TEST OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH

Murch 16, 1913

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—After the destruction of Sodom, Abraham moved south to Gepur, Here he
deocived Abimelech as he had deccived Pharaoh regarding Sarah, and with the same results,  After this we read
of the birth of Isaac and tho banishment of Hagar and Ishmael. Then Abraham covenants with Abimelech

and abides at Beersheba.

GOLDEN TEXT—I desire mercy, and not sacrifice ; and the koowledge of G0d more than burnt offerings,
—Hosea 6 : 6 (Rev. Ver.).

Memorize vs. 12, 13.
1-19.

.1 And it came to pass after these things, that God
did 2 tempt A’braham, and said unto him, A’brahsm :
and he said, ¢ Behold, here I am. .

2 And ho ssid, Take now thy son, thine only 3son
Tsaac, whom thou lovest, and got theo into_the land of
Mori‘sh ; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon
one of the mountains which I will tell thes of.

3 And A’braham rose f up early in the morning, and
saddled his ass, and took two of his tioung men with
him, and I’saac his son, and *clave the wood for the
burnt ofiering, and rose up, and went unto tho place of
which God had told bim. ) .

4 $Then op the third day A’braham lifted up his
cyes, and saw the place afar off. .

5 And A’braham said unto his young men, Abideye
here with the ass ; and I and the 12d will go yonder and
7 worship, and come again to you.

6 And A'braham took the wood of the burat offering,
and laid 12 upon I’saac his son ; and he took 3 the fire in
his hand, and ?a knife ; and *hey went both of them

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesis 22 : 1-13.
Read Genesis, chs. 22, 23.

Study Genesis 22 ;

he said, Behold the firc and the wood : but % i
thglh s e T il o
n rabam y y_s0n, will i
himself ?a lamb for a burnt offering ! : s0 me‘}“’,‘,}iﬁ
bosh Aoidthgm together. the ol bich G
. nd they came to the place which God had

him of ; and A’braham built ? an altar thers, and ﬁi,:i’
the wood in order, and bound 1'sasc his son, and Lsig
him on the altar upon the wood.

10 And A’braham stretched forth his hand, and took
the kaife to slay his son.

. 11 And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of
neaven, and said, A'brabam, A’brabum : and he said,
Here am 1. .

12 And be said, Lay not thino hand upan the 1aq,
ncither do thou any thing unto him : for now I know
that thou fearest God, secing thou hast not withheld

son, thine only 201 from me.

13_/nd A’braham lifted up his cyes, and lcoked, and
behold behind Aim a ram caught in a thicket by his

together, horns : and A’brabam went and took the ram, and

7 And I'saac spake unto A’braham his father, and  offered him up for a burnt ofcring in the stesd of his
aaid, My father : and hesaid, Heroam I, myson. And  son.

Revised Version—i prove ; 2 Hero am I ;3 sou, whom thou lovest, even Isaac ; ¢ Omit up ; 3ho ;$ Onmil thea s
7 we will ; 3in his band the fire ; ? the ; 19 Omit My son ; i my son.

Daily Readings—(By courtesy of I. . R. Associstion, Mr. S. C. Bailey, Secretary, 26 Old Builvy, Iozda,
England.)—M.—The test of Abraham’s faith, Gen. 22: 1-8. T.—The test of Abraham’s faith, Gen. 22: 919,
W.—Isracl's test, Deut. 8 : 1-10. Th.—The faith of the patriarch, Heb. 11 : 17-22. F.—The acceptable sacr
fice, Micah 6: 6-9. S.—Tho perfect sacrifice, John 10 : 11-18. S.—Faith acd works, Jas. 2 : 20-28.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

II. ABRaBaM'S PERFECT

1. Gop’s STERN COAMAND.

~—1, 2. After these things;
some corsiderable time after. God
did tempt Abraham ; tried, test~
od. God does not tempt men to
cvil (James 1: 13), but He docs
test their attitude towanrds cvil.
Sald unto him; in dream or
vision of the wnight. Abraham
would naturally require strong cvi-
denco that such a command was
from God. Thy son, thine only
2on Isaac, whom thou lovest.
‘Che repetition soems to bring out
the sterncss of the demand.  After
the sending away of Hagar and Ish-
mael (ch. 21: 14), all Abraham’s
love, and hope of the fulfilmeat of

OBEDIENCE.—3-10. And Abn-
ham rose up early; to start, s
is tae Eastern custom, bifore the
bhot sun comes. Saddledbis zss;
girded for carrying srticlca nf tra-
vel, not persons.  No bint is givea
of the anguish that Abraham muet
have felt. Saw tho place afarofl.
Abraham recognized the place by
some divine iadicatinn. I and
the 1ad . . will . . come again;
no deceit in saying that Le ard
Isaac would return.  Abralamsill
cherishes some faint hope.  Wood
of the burnt offering. Isms:
carries wood for his own sacrife.
Took .. fire. For the purposs ol

the promiscs, centre in Isaxc. In~
to tho 1and of Morizh ; literslly,
*“tho 1and of tho Moriab.” Aforiah
is mentioned only oace zgain (2

“ABRAHAM BUILT AN ALTAR
THERE”

kindling Ercs glowing onals of £re
were carriad suspended by a chaa.
And . . went both of themto-
gother; a strange picture, 88

Chzon. 3: 1), in connection with

tho building of the temple. Tho word means, “the
vision of Jehovab.” Offer him . . for a burnt
offering. The practice of offering human savrifice
prevailed g the Chald and C jtey and
oven in later Istac), Judg. 11:81, 39; 2 Kgs. 3:27;
18:3.

father with anguish in Lis bestt,
the son light-hearted and curious. Whero is the
1amb ? Isano perceives that the all-important thizg
bas been omitted. Qod will provide himsell a
lamb for a burnt offering ; litcrally, “a» for Him-
self.” Agsin not deecit, but desperato hape.  Bulit
an altar. He would gather a few loose stozes forthe

T T R YT
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The Test of Abraham’s Faith

. And bound Isaac . . and laid him on
the altar. The Jewish tradition is that Isaac sub-
mitted without question.

I, TE MERCIFUL DELIVERANCE.~—11-18.
The angel of the Lord called. God, in His test of
Abrabam, Jet him go to the very edge of the sacrifice,
even to tho uplifting of the knife. Lay not thine
pand. Tho Lesson shows Abraham's willingness to
¢hey, but it also shows God's rejection of human
serifice. It is a protest against human sacrifice—
s not uncommon thing in that age. I know that
thou fearest God. God's test was Abrabam’s will-
ingness to surrender the thing dearest to his life.
Secrifice is always the surrender of the precious
thing. Behold behind him a ram. The wholo
iacident i3 a splendid type of the gospel sacrifice.
God finds His own sacrifice—the Lamb of God. It
xas little wonder that Abrabam should call this place
JehorahJireh, “Jehovah will see, or provide.”
1ittle wonder that God should renew His blessing of
Abrahem. “In the mount of the Lord it will be
sen,"—these words became a proverb, meaning
ttst God's opportunity is found in man's extremity.

THE GBOGRAPHY LESSON

The southcast height of
Jerusalem is identified by
) ancient Hebrew tradition
Ly . with *“one of the moun-
tains in the land of Mor-
8. This ridge is scea
from the slope of the
Mount of Olives. Looking
north you have the gorge
of Kedron at your {ect and
Mt. Moriah opposite and
rising abruptly. To-day
tho crest of the ridge is
crowned by tho city wall
of Jerusalem. In the time
of Abraham, of course, this
hill was unoccupied.

LEPEY S

Mediterranean

]
-— k=21
Judah ~
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LESSON QUESTIONS

1,2 Whatis the real meaning of thowond “‘tempt 9
Dy Ged cver tempt men to do cvil? What
stnaage evmmard does God give to Abrabam to test
Ex? Huw does God describe Isasc? Why was

27

this a very hard command for Abraham? Whero
was tho gacrifice of Isaao to be made? Where is this
name mentioned again?

8-10 Do wo read of Abraham’s making any protest ?
Why did he not? How long did be journey ? What
did Abraham say to the young men? What im-
portant thing did Isaac perceive to be lacking? What
question did he put? What asnswer did Abrabam
make ?

11-13 Who stopped Abrabam? When? What
did the angel say? What did Abraham see behind
him? What namo did Abraham give to the place
where he sacrificed? What does this name mean?

16, 17 What blessing did God pronounce on Abra-
ham ?

¥FOR DISCUSSION
1. The suggestions of the gospel in this story.
2. The uses of temptation.

A LESSON FOR LIFE

Extraordinary precautions are being taken in tho
construction of the new Quebec bridget At cvery
stage of the construction, continuous tests are being
made of all material that enters into the great struc-
turc. It is a great structure, and it demands great
tests. Abrabam’s life was great, and it bad great
tests and continuous tests. It was not enough that
he be asked to surrender friends, homo and fatherland.
He is asked to surrender his only son. Temptation is
8 continuous test.

Provo from Scripture—Tha! love 38 the source of
obedience.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 50. What s required
in the second commandment ! A. The second command-
ment requireth tho veceiving, observing, and keeping
pure and eatire, all such religious worship and ordi-
nances as God bath appointed in his word.

The Question on Missions—11. Is Africa owned
by those who are native to it? No, the European
nations have divided it up among themselves in such
a way that only small portions of it are in tho hands
of ita native people. Grest Britain owns moro than
other nations do.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praisc: 7 (Supplemental
Lesson), 45, 45, 60 (Ps. Sel), 542 (from Prisary
QUARTERLY), 50.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS
1. What rcasons would lead Abraham to disobey God's commAnd e ve et ieiiniiieieniierenannans .
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Lesson XII. ISAAC AND REBEKAH March 23, 1913

BETWEERN THE LESSONS—Ch. XXIII. tells of the death of Sarah and her burial in the cave of the field
of Machpelabh. Abraham is now old. Ho desires thut Isano shall not take a wife from among tho Capaunites.
He calls his servant and makes him solemaly promige that he will go and get Isano a wife from Abraham's own
peoplo,

GOLDEN TEXT—In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.—Proverbs 3 : 6.
Memorize vs. 64, 65. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Genesiz24 : 58-67. Study Genesis, ch. 24.

58 And they called Rebek’sh, and said unto her,
Wilt thou go with this man ? And she said, I will go.

59 And they sent away Rebeldsh their sister, and
ber nurse, and A’braham’s servant, and his mea.

60 And they blessed Rebek’ah, and said uato her,

Thou art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands
of 3millions, and let thy sced possess the gate of those
which hate them.

681 And Rebek’ah arose, and her damsels, and they
rode upon the camels, and followed the man : and the
servant took Rebek’ah, and went his way.

62 And I'saac came from the way of 3 the well La’hai-
roi ; for he dwelt in tho ¢ south country.

nd 1’sasc went out to meditate in the field at

Revised Version—! Omit Thou art

tho eventide : and he lifted up bis oyes, and saw, and,
behold, § tho camels were coming.

64 And Rebeldah lifted up her eyes, and when sho
saw_I'saac, she_lighted off the camcl.

63 * For she 7 had said unto the servant, What man
7% this that walketh in the Geld to meet us?  And the
servant  had said, It it my master: 3 therofore she
took a vail, and covered herself. .

66 And the scrvant told I’saac all ® things that he
had done. . .

67 Aond I'saac brought her into his mother Sar’ah’s
tent, and took Rebek’ah, and she became his wifo ; and
he loved her: and’ I'sanc was comtorted after his
mother's death.

s 2ten thousands; 2 Beer-lahai-roi; ¢1and of the South ; there were

camels coming ; SAnd ; ?Omit had ; 8 and she took her veil i ? the.
Daily Readings—(By courtesy of 1. B. R. Association. Mr. S. C. Bailey, Sceretary, 26 Old Bailey, London,

England.)—M.—Isaac and Rebekah, Gen. 24 : 5S-67.

T.—The oath, Gen. 24: 1-9. W.—Sccking divine

guidance, Gen. 21: 18-14. Th.—God's gmdance recogmzed, Gen. 24 : 17-28. F.—Chosen by God, Gen, 24,

48-57.

S.—Blessed by God, Ps. 128. S.—Trust in the Lord, Prov. 3 : 1-17,

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

I. ReBeram Ac-
cerTS Isaac’s Pro-
POSAL.—58-30. And
they called Rebekah.
Note tho following pre-
vious steps in the
story : (1) The servant
of Abraham (probably
Eliczer of Damascus,
Gen. 15: 2) goes ‘“‘to
Mesopotamia, unto the
city of Nahor,” v. 10.
(2) Standing at tho well
outside the city, he
asks God for divine
direction in his mission
and sccks a sign, v. 12.
(3) The sign is that the
woman designed by
God for Isaac’s wife will
comoe to tho well and
whea asked by Abra-
ham’s scrvant for a sip
of water, will not only
give him abundance of
water, but will insist on wateriog bis camelsalso. The
signis that of hospitality that gocs beyond thelittlo ask-
ed for. (4) Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel,son of Mileah,
the wife of Nabor, Abraham’s brother, comes to the
well and fulfls the sign, v. 15. (5) The servant gives
presents to her, and finds out who the damsel is,
V. 22. (6) Rebekab tells her brother Laban ; and
Abrabam’s scrvant being invited to abide with them,
tells bis mission, v. 34,  (7) Laban and Bethuel decido
that Rebckah shall be given to Isaac. Rebekah is
callod, not to consent 1o tho proposal, but to say
whether sho is ready to start off with the servand of
Abrabam, who is anxious that there sball be no delay.

PALESTINE GIRL WITH
WAYER JAR

Rebekah and 1saae, according to Eastern custom, do
not choose onc another, but are chosen for one an-
other, ty others. She sald, I will go. There is
ncither doubt nor hesitation on Rebekah’s purt.
They sent away . . their sgister. Bethuel, the
father, takes no part in the incident, but Laban, the
brother, is ovidently the leading spirit ; heace it is
Rebekah's relationship to him that is mentioned.
Eer nurss. We lcarn in Gen. 35 : & that her name
was Deborah. They blessed Rebekah ; a farewell
berediction. Be thou the mother of thousands
of millions ; literally, “b thou th ds,"”
ctc. Possess tho gate of those which hate them ;
conquer and tako possession of the cities of their
enemics. See God's blessing of Abrabam, Gen.
22 :17.

II ReBeEaE BECoMES Isaac’s WiFE—61-67.
Heor damsels ; her attendants. Although Rebeksh
played the part of & servant at the well, she is a woman
of rank. And Isaac came; better, “Isasc had
come,” that is, before tho servant arrived. From
tho way of the woll Lahai-roi. The meaning of
the name is, “tho well of the living Ono who accth
mo ;" this name was ziven to the well where the angel
of the Lord met Hagar, Gen. 16 : 14.  In the south
country ; tho land of the South, the Negeb. To
meditate. Abrabam and Jacob were men of power.
Ono was the mighty pilgrim, the othier was tho mighty
wrestler.  Isaac, who stood between, is 8 man of
quict, meditative spirit. Fiold ; open country. At
tha eventide ; the cool of the day. Sho lighted off
tho camel. Rebckah did not know who Issac was,
‘but his dress would show him to bo & person of im-
portance. She may havo had somo idea that be was
Isaac. At any rate, according to custom sho alights
to veil herself and show respect. Took a vell, and
covered hersslf. Eastern idcas of propriety called
for this beforo a stranger. **Tho bridegroom can
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scarcely ever secure a glance at the features of tho
bride until he finds her in his absolute possession,
unless she belongs to the lower classes of society.”
To his mother Sarah’s tent. According to East-
ern custom a sheikh’s wifo may have a tent for berself
and her women and children. Thus Gen. 31:33
shows that Raohel and Leah had each her tent. Though
Sarah was dead some time, tho tent might still be
called hers (Bennett). He loved her. The choice
made for Isaac had been a fortunate one. Was com-
forted after his mother’'s death. Sarah had now
been dead threo or four years.

THE GEOGRAPHY LESSON
(On Easter Lesson)

Thoe location of CALVARY AND THE TOMB OF JESUS
are asserted by tradition to be ingide the city, covered
by mediseval and modern buildings. But scholars
are generally agreed that both were outside the city.
The place where it is most likely our Lord's body was
1aid is & cave room partly natural, partly hewn io the
side of a cliff near the north gate of tho city. It was
evidently new, as it is unfinished, while there are
signs sbowing to be within the means of a rich man
only. This tomb probably was the scene of the
world's greatest triumph.

LESSON QUESTIORS

58-60 Why did Abraham wish that Issao should
not marry from amoug the Cansanites? Who was

sont to got a wife for Isano? Whore was ho told to
go? How did ho scck for guidance? For what
sign did he s’sk? Who fulfilled this sign ? What
did this show in her character? Who was hor father?
Who was her brother 2 How was her family connectoed
with Abraham? Who arranged the marriage of
Isnac and Rebeckah? Who went with Rebekah
when she sot out? What was her nurse's namo ?

61-67 What circumstance shows that Rebekah was
a person of standing and rank? YWhero did Isaac
meot with the company? Why was this place so
called ? Where was Isaac when tho comopany came in
sight 2 What was he doing thero? What was the
time of day? What was the character of Isaac?
What did Rebekah do when sho saw Isaac? Into
whose tent did they go?

Prova from Scripture—That
brought joy.

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions 48-50.

The Question on Missions—12. What respon-
sibility rests upon us for the evangelization of Africa?
Our share of the foreign mission work of the world
lics not in Africa but in other lands, but we can help
and ought to help God's work everywhere by earnestly
praying for its success and going or giving as we have
opportunity.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : 7 (Supplemental
Lesson), 52, 53, 60,320 (from PR1MARY QUARTERLY),61.

Jesus' resurrection

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. How did Abraham's scrvant show wisdom in his mission ?..... Ceseeneenaenaanannan ceenceeeaneanans

2. Tell briefly what Rebekab did at the well.....

............................... #iieessecesteanan,

R R R R R R R N X T

.................................. Cecssesetreanans

Memorize vs. 6, 7. EASTER LESSON—Mark 16: 1-11.
AN ALTERNATIVE LEesson

GOLDEN TEXT—Now hath Christ been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of them that are asleep.—1x Corin-
thians, 15: 20 (Rev. Ver.).

>

1. Tae OPEN GRAVE.—1-4. When the Sabbath
wat 328t 3 the Jewish Sabbath, our Saturday. Jesus
hsd been in the grave Friday right, Saturday and
Ssturday night,—threc days, cach part of a day being
counted 8s the whole. Bought spices (Rev. Ver.);
perhaps on the Saturdsy ovening : the Sabbath ended
at sunset. Anoint; not ‘cmbalm ;> cmbalming
was not practised by the Jews. The sepulchre ;
“bewn out of a rock,” ch. 15:46. The stono;
which clesed the mouth of tho scpulchre. Very
great ; too heavy to be moved by women's streogth.

II. TeB ANGEL'S MESSAGE.—5-8. A young
man. Matthew (Matt. 28: 2) Bsys an ““angel,” while
Luko (Luko 24 : 4) speaks of “two men . . in shiniog
garments.” Xong whilo garment; such as angels
wear. It is thus implicd, though not stated, that the
“young man" was an angel. Amared ; uiterly,
cut and out amnxed or afirighted, tho Greck means,

at the sight of one in the appearance of a man and
wearing kearenly apparel. Be not amaxed. The
fricnds of Jesus have no cause to fear like tho soldiers,
Matt. 28 : 4. Hoisrisen ; he isnot here. Noono
saw Jesus riso. Angel messongers declared the fact ;
the empty grave witnessed it 3 and tho appearances of
Jesus confirmed it.

III. TEE RISEN SAVIOUR.~9-11, The first day
of the weok; our Sabbath. The change in the
holy day was due to tho resurrcction of Jesus, and
is a striking witness to that fact. Mary Magdalens.
*Those saw Jesus first who loved Him most.” Sevan
devils. Seo Luke 8:2. Mourned and wopt;
Iamenting tho death of Jesus and looking least of all
things for His rising agnin. Disbolieved. Tho more
difficult it was to convinco tho disciples that Jesus
had risen, tho more worthy of confidence is their
subscquent testimony to that fact.
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TO MAKE READY FOR THE REVIEW-—Read over each Lesson carefully, and sce that you know
by heart the Lesson Title, Golden Text, and Lesson Plan, a3 given below.

‘Work, Scripture M
Quarter.

y P

Shorter Catechi

Rovise your Suppicmoatal Bible

(Quostions 39-50), and the Question on Missions for the

GOLDEN TEXT—Our fathers trusted in thee : they trusted, and thou didst deliver them.—Psalm 223 ¢ 4.
Read Hebrews 11 :1-19.
Daily Readings—(By courtery of I. B. R. Associativn, Mr. 8. C. Bailey, Secretary, 26 Old Bailoy, London,

England.)—M.—Man the crown of creation, Gen. 2 : 4-17.
covenant mith Noah, Gen. 9 : 8-17.
8.—~God's covenant with Abraham, Gen. 15

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : 7 (Supplemental Lesson),

QUARTERLY), 476.

: 5-18.

T.—Man’s first gin, Gen. 3 :
Th.—The call of Abram, Gen. 12 : 1-9. F.~—Abram and Lot, Gen, 13 : 1-18,

1-12. W.—God’s

S.—Tho test of Abraham’s fuith, Gen. 22 : 1-19.
Prove from Scripture—That God changes not.

271, 2983, 35 (Ps. Sel), 154 (from Prmany

Review CHART—FIRST QUARTER

CREATION TO THE SET-

TLEMENT IN CANAAN

Lesson TiTLm

GoupEN TEXT

Lessort Pran

I~Gen. 1:1-5,

II—Gcn 1:28, 27
2:79, 1521,

II[.—Gen. 3:1-12; 22-
24.

7, 9,
10, 12, 16, 21, 25,
31.

The Creation.

Man the Crown of Crea-
tion.

Man's First Sin.

In the beginning God cre-
ated the heaven.—
Gen 1:

God grca(cd man—Gen. 1:

Every one that committeth
gin.—John 8 : 34. .

1.

1

1

The creation and light, 2. The

ﬁrmamcnt. and the dry Jand.

. The heavenly luminaries.
The living creatures.

Thc first man. 2. His home

and work. 3. His companion.

The temptation and fall. 2.
‘The banishment from Eden.

IV.—Gen. 4:1-15. |Cain and Abel. Whosoever hateth  hisj1l. Thae two firstborn. 2. The two
brother.—1 Jobn 3:15. sacrifices. 3. The crimo and
the judgment. j
V.—Gen. 6:9-12; 7 :The Flood. Thewagesof sinis death.—|1. Rightcous Noah. 2. The wicked
11-24, Rom. 6 : 23. g’o&d 3. The destructive
ood.
VI.—Gen. 9:8-17. |God's Covenant with Noah.|I do set roy bow.—Gen. 9 :{1. The covenant. 2. The token.
VII.—Gen. 12:1-9. |The Csll of Abram. 1 wxll blcss thee.—Gen.|1. T}ifil c-‘ﬂllm 2. The journcy. 3.
o altar,
VIII—Gen, 13 :1-12. |Abram and Lot. The blcssmg of the Lord—|1. Uncle and nephew. 2. Sharp

IX~—Gen. 15:5-18.

God's Covenant with Abra-
ham.

10: 22,
He is faithful.—Heb. 10: 23,

Prov.

strife. 3. A gencrous oﬁcr
4. A greedy choice.

. Tgn stars and the promise.

Tho  sacrifices and the
night vision.

X.—Gen. 19: 12-17.\The Destruction of Sedom|{Come ye out from a.monx 1. Lot warned. 2. Lot hastened.
23-29. —Temperance Lesson. them—2 Cor. 6:1i7. 3. The cities destroyed.
XI.~Gen. 22:1-13. [The F’ch&t of Abraham’s|I desire mercy.—Hos. 6 : 6.|/1. God's stern command, 2.

aith.

XII—~Gen. 24: 58-07.

Isaac and Rebekah.

In all thy ways acknowledge
him.—~Prov. 3 :6. &

Abraham's perfect obedicnce.
3. The mereiful deliverance.

. Rebekah apoepts Isaac’s pro-

osal. Rebekah becomes

aac’s WlfO

A Bird’s-Eye View

The Quarter’s Lessons begin with the story of the creation. YWhat was created and who was the Creator ?
Then comes (Lesson II.) a fuller account of the creation of man. In whose imago was he created 2 What was
his relation to the creatures? Where was his home ? Who was his wife? Lesson III. shows us the shadow
of sin and sorrow 2nd death. Why did this shadow fall? Lesson IV. displays the shadow darkening from dis-
obedience to murder. Who was the slayer of Abcl? Why did he commit this act? Lesson V. shows us the
carth covered with waters, and in tho midst of the flood, an ark. Why this flood, and why the atk? Lesson VI.
tells that the rainbow has more than beauty. It bas meauing. What i3 its meaning? Lesson VII. rccounts
the story of a man leaving home and fatherland. Who is he? Who told him to leave? What is his reward
for obedience ¢ Lesson VIIIL tells of a man making a choice that was greedy and foolish. Who ishe? What
is his choice ? In Lesson IX. Abrabam looks up at the stars at God's command. Yhat are the stars to signify
to Abraham ? Lesson X. describes cities overwhelmed in ruin. Name tho cities. Why are they destroyed ?
Who is saved? Lesson XI. shows Abraham about to slay Isaac. Why ? How was tho slaying prevented @
In Icsson XII. & man stands at a well and a woman comes to tho weil. Who were they?  What camo of the
mooting ?
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FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

This leaf, with Record of Study, Offerings, and Attendance, on the other side, muﬁ, if 8o desired, be dotachod

and handed in to the Home Department Visitor or Superintendent by members of t

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson

Lesson -

Lesson

L

II.

IIL

Iv.

V1.

VIL

VIII.

IX.

XII.

6 HoxMe DEPARTMENT.)

Tell what was created on each of the first four days of creation.
What one thing was Adam forbidden to do in the garden ?
How came he to disobey ? Aund what was the result ?
Why did Cain slay Abel ?
Why did God bring the flood upon the earth ? .
\

What did the rainbow signify, in God’s covenant with Noah ?

What was God’s first command to Abraham ?

Why did Abraham and Lot separate ?

What sign was given to Abraham that he should inherit Canaan ?

. Who hastened Lot’s flight from Sodom ? What happened to Lot’s wife ?

Why ?

To what supreme test was Abraham’s faith put on Mt. Moriah ?

Write the Golden Text of this Lesson.
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