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I T /mvmg hen tbougbt advi raﬁle ta re-'
,ormi, in aPampblef, the Cammumcatzans made 6y me
#0 the Printer of THE MGNTREAL HERALD l

ba ve, in camegumce, ta apologzse ) tba:e 'w/'ao may now

ead t.bem m connexzon > fbr tbe freguzmy t/mt occurs qf

wbat may be termed repetztzom.

- Wben ,Iﬁrs) took éP the fen, iilﬁ;a: ﬁr B

the purpese of mtraa’ucmg certain law oplmons, in oppe~

sition to those pu&lzsbed by ﬂJe Earl af Selbrk or 5‘7#

his order ; but being aftatked I was necesmrzly led in-
%o a-wider range, by the mz:r:presentatzons and vidlence

qf his Lordship’s advacates and supporters,

]!Jy Commumcatzom baving been wrzttm
at different periods of time, andwithout the then intention
of re-'publz’cation logether, it was material that the strong
pointsagainst Lord Selkirk, viz. the want of lgg,d founda-
tiom in bzs clainms to colonial territory and commercial mo-

A2 ~ nopoly
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vopoly 3 and bis ie}ng always the ‘aggremr in mppérting‘

them, should be kept.in a prominent point of view.

Such points were therefore repeatedly ima
pressed upan the public attention,” dnd, 1 trust, with
Some q_fm‘ for it cannot &ut appear most extraordinary,
that' he, ‘whosé pretmded rtgbt: have been shewn #o be
szaunded and his self-styled govemors, “who neither
bad I’gal appamtmmt atm’ canﬁrmattan, nor had. bem le-
&lly gualzfied far oﬁzz, :}mdd, with'so bigh a band and
in contempt of all the estaplished princsples of procedure
upon contested clazms, attack the rtgbis and interests of
others 5o Iang prwzomly enjoyed, without other aullvorxly ‘
for stich atta:é, tban hxs and their att:, wberzby tbey

constituted tbem:elws ;udge: in his and their oWn Cause,

ME‘RCATOR:
gachrg e

e cOM-
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‘Communications of fercator,

TO THEE PRINTER OF THE MON_TB,EAI; HERALD. .
Mg. GRrAY,

THE public attention has of late been so much
called to what has been written and said about the
claims of Lord Selkirk and the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany, to an exclusive right of trade and soil within
certain territories in the North West, ‘that a plain
statement and expusition of the merits of the question,.
divested of sophistry, cannot but be acceptable to those”

" who are dlsposed to exercise their reason upon its'ex..
~ amination, mstead of passnon and prejudice.

1 shiall premise, by laving down two principles, tst
that the crown cannot grant an exclusive right of
trade, without the concurrence or confirmation .of
Parliament ; and 2d, that the crown could not grant a
tertitory, which at the time of the grant belonged to
another sovereign, and more especially, if then i the

undisturbed occupancy of the subjects of that sove-
teige.,

Hudson’s Bay was first approached by land by two |

- French gentlemen, Monsr. Radisson and Monsr."De

Gtoaelhers, who were condusted thither across the
= ~ - countsy,
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country, from the interior of Canada or New France,
by Savages. Succeedingin this, they returned, and went
to Quebec, offering to the merchants there, to conduct
ships to Hudson’s Bay, but therr pfopoSal was reject-
ed, They then applied in Paris with no better suce
cessy when the English Ambassador persuaded them
to go to London, where they met a favorable recep~
tion from seme persons of quality and merchants,
who intrusted Mr. Gillam, (a persor: long used to the
MNewfoundiand trade) to prosecute the discovery. He
sailed in the Nonsuch Ketch, in 1667, into Baffin’s
Bay, to the height of 75 degrees, and from thence
southward to §1 degrees, where be eatered a wiver, to
which he gave the name of Prince'Rupert’s, and find~

- ing the savages friendly to trade; he there erected - a
small fort, The persons concerned in the outfit of
this vessel, upon the return of Gillam, appued to
Charles IL. for a patent or charter, who crantpd them
one, dated zd May, 1670. o

. In that year, the Company sent over Chas. Bailey,
Esqr. as their governor, who, with Mr. Radisson, set-
tled at Rupert’s River, and established another factory
at fort Welson. In 1683, Henry Sargeant was made
governor at Rupert’s river, with orders to be careful
of the French, who began to be “jealous of the trade.
The French claimed the continent at the bottom’ of
the Bay, as a part of New France, and indeed 1o the
country across to Rupert’s River, from a river which
Tuns into the St. Lawrence.

In 1686, the Hudson’s Bay Company had five forts
' or
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«ersetilements for trade, viz; Albany River, _Hayes’s
Island, Rupert’s River, York, and New Severn. The
jealoﬁsy‘of the French increased, who attacked and
took by surprise, in a time of profound peace, Hayes’s
Island, in Nelson River. "This was done bywthe Che-
valier de Troyes, who went over land from Quebec
and in July, 1686, came before Albany fort, whicn
Governor Sargeant attempted to defend, but was com-
pelled to surrender ina week, upon articles which
were badly kept. ’

1n 1693, the Hudson’s Bay . Company, assisted by
government, retook these forts, but soon after were
again driven out by the French. 1In 1696, they ap-
plied to King William, who aided the Company with
two men of war, when these forts were all . retaken.
* In the next general war, the French renewed their
© attacks, and captured all but fort Albany. At the
treaty of Utrecht, in 1713, all were restored to the
English, as will appear by the subjoined 1oth article
of that treaty, which provided for the appointment of
Commissioners tosettle a line of boundary, but they
never sat, or made any report. '

A Beaver Company was erected in Canada in 1630,
who traded to the interior for’ peltrics, prior to the
date of the Charter of the Hudson’s Bay Company.
And Captain Dobbs who wrote befere the war of
1755, says, that in 1742, the French had a settiement
for trade near the southern branch of York or Nel-
son river, 100 mi‘es above the English factory, where
they sold their goods cheaper than the Hudson’s Bay

Company,
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Company, by which they got ‘all the choice skins, and
none but refuse- were left for the Company. - The
‘French at that time had another settlement for trade
pretty high up on-Rupert’s River. "The trade at
Churchiil, on the bay, was increasing, bemg at s
greater distance from the French. "¢ The Company”
says Capt. Dobbs, ¢ avoid all they can “making " dis-
<¢ coveries to the northward of Churchill; for fear
s¢ they should discover a pgssaée_ to the Western O-
« ceaﬁ, and tempt by that means, the rest of the En-
o« Ohsh merchants to iay epen their trade, whlch they
<« know they have no lcgal nght to.”

Mr. }oseph Robson, formerly in the employ of the
Hud<on’s Bay Company, who also before the war of
175y, wrote an account of six year’s residence: in.
‘Hudson’s Bay, viz. from 1733 to 1736, and 1744 to
17475 in assignirg reasons why the Hudson’s Bay
Company had acted with such a want of 'éme{p"ris'e',
says, ¢ but the wrue reason is obvious : they had nole-
s¢ gal right to their exclusive trade since the year
¢¢ 1698, at which time the dct of parliament explred,
“«¢ thatconfirmed their charter.onl_y for seven ygars
Thisi:a conclusive proof of the first principle above
1aid down, that the crown cannot give an_exclusive
right of trade, for if the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
charter requireda parliamentary confirmation forseven
years, the momen that time expired, the confirmation
ceased, and the charter became void.as to zhc future
trade. ’ : o

- Long after the treaty of 1763, and surrender of
Canada
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"Canada to Great Britain, viz. in 1774, and not before,
‘the Hudson’s Bay Company extended their trading
posts fro.n the Bay into the interior, where they found
‘traders ffom Canada, successors to the rights of the
subjects of France so Jong before exercised in-that
_trade, and both parties were thenceforth alike entitled
to the pursuit of it freelyo. The French were the
first European discoverers and occupiers of the inte~
rior territory in queftion, and the traders from Ca-
pada have since extended those internal discoveries,
so that no charier to the Hudson’s Bay Company, nor
grant from them to Lord Selkirk, could possibly con-
vey lands or trade never possessed by Great Britain,
until after the said Treaty of 1763. It surely requires
no argument to prove, that a Country to which the
right was to be decided by a joint act, under the so--
vereign powers of England and France, could not be
granted away by the seperate act of one of them ; and
consequently I cnsider my second principle as above
laid dewn, fully established.

The following legal opinions were obtained in
London, last¥anuary, in answer to questions respec-
ting the Hudson’s Bay Company’s charter, and other
matters, submitted to those, whose names are subseri.
bed. ' - :

¢ The Prerogative of the Crown to grant ar ex.
clusive Trade was formerly very much agitated in the
gredt case of the East India Company, versus Sandys.
The Court'of Kiug's Bench, in which ® Lord Feffreys
B then

* The.character of Judge Jeflveys is too well known te entile his des
- cisionsto any weight,
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then presided, held that sucha grant was legal, and
we are not aware that there has since been any deci-
sion expressly on 2his question in the courts of law,
Maost of the Charters tor exclusive trade and exclusive
priviléges to companies or associations, have since
the revolution received such a degree of legislative
sanction, as perkaps to precludc the necessuy of any j u.
dicial decision on it.
¢¢ Much more moderate ’opinion's were ente;tainéd
cencerning the extent of the preroga:ive since tne re-
volution, to which is to be attributed the frequent re-
course after that period to Legislative authority in
such. cases, and partlc}xla_rly in the very case of the
Hudson’s Bay Company ; for by the temporary act of
. I of Wiiliam and Mar;, * for ‘confirming to the
¢¢ Governor and Company trading to Hudson’s Bay
% their privileges and trade,” the duration of that
confirmation, is expressly limited to'seven years, and
to the end of the then next session of Parliament,  and
no longer. Part of the Preamble of that act, is in
effect a legislative declaration of the 1nsuﬂ’rc1ency of
the charter for the purposes professed®in it, without
the authority of the Legislature ;: and which authority
entirely ceased, soon after the expuatlon of the scven
years after that passed,

“ Such rights, therefore, as the Hudson’s Bay Com.
pany can derive from the Crown alone, under their
extraordinary charter as it is, mustjnow entirely rest
_upon, and stand or tall by the common law preroga~
tive of -the Crown..

The
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»» The right of the Crown merely to erect a’company:
for trading by chartér, and to make a grant of terri-
tory in Charles the II’s reign may not be disputable ;-
but on the other hand, there are various clauses in the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s charter, - particularly those
empowering the company to impose fines and penal-
ties—to seize or confiscate Goods and Ships— and
seize or arrest the persons of interlopers, and compel
them to give security in' £1000, &c. &c. /wvhich are.
altogether illegal, and were always so admitted ; and .
we are elearly of opinion, that the company and their.
officers, agents, or servants, could not justify any sei-
zure of Goods, or arrest or imprisonment of the per-:
sons of any of His Majesty’s subjects.

¢¢ But we "think that the Hudson’s Bay Company
and their Grantee Lord Selkirk, have extended their
- territorial claims much further than thecharter wili
warrant, supposingit even free from ail the objec-.
tions to which we apprehend it is in other respects:
liable ; the words of the grant pursuing the recital of
the petition of ‘the grantees with a very trifling varia-
tibn, that cznnot affect the construction of the instru.
ment, are, of the sole trade and commerce of all those -
¢¢ seas, streights, bays, rivers,takes; creeks, and sounds,
¢ in whatever latitude they shall be, within the en-
“ trance of the streights commonly called Hudson's
- $¢ streights : together with all the lands and territories
“ upon the (cuuntries ¥ ) coasts and confines of thé seas,
B2 "¢ bays;

+ Tie word Countries by accident:i transpositios in the Charter,
has become nonsense, und ought to iiave been inserted between the
words ¢’ lands ? ‘¢ and ” which would correspond with the petition for
the charter, as t4 erein recited.” -



12

%5 ays, lakes, rivers, creeks, and sounds aferesaid i that
is, within.the streights, and those limits are frequent~
Iy referred to thruughout the charter, as the limitsa-
foresaid. .

"

ithin the streights must mean such 2 proxxmlty to
the strelghts as would give the lands spoken of a sort
of afﬁmty or relation to Hudson’s streights, and not
to lands commencing at the distance of goo miles, and
ei’tending 2000 miles therefrom—=that is to say, of the
coasts and!confinesof the seas &c. within the streights,
such a boundary must be implied as is censistent with
that view, and witll the professed objects of a trading
company, intending not to found kingdomsand estabiish
states, but to carry on fisheries in those waters, and to
traffic for the acquisition of furs and peltries, and the
 other articles mentionedin the Charter. The enormons
extension of land and territory -now claimed, appears
therefore to us not to be warranted by any sound cons
truction of the charters. - ’

¢ Indeed there is sufficient ‘reason to sdppose that
the - territories in question ot part of them, had been
then visited, traded in, and in a certain degree occu-
pied by Frenchtraders from Canada, and their beaver
company erected in 1630, whose trade in Peltries \ere
considerably. prior toshe date of the charter of the Hud-
son’s Bay company. These territories, therefore, would
be excepted.o.t of the grant ; and the right of British
subjects in general to visit and trade in those regions
would fcllow the national rights acquired by the king,
by the conquest and session of Canada, as enjoyed by the
French
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French Canadxan S5 pievious to that €onquest and ces
sion, o ‘ o

“s¢ No territorial fight therefore can be claimed.in the -
districts in question ; andthe exclusive trade thére can-
not be set uwp by virtue of the charter ; these dis-
tricts being remote from any geographical relation to
Hudson’ s-Bay and to the streights, and not being in a.
By sense within the streights, nor approached by the
traders from Canada, thruugh theinterdicted regions,
of course no violence to, or interruption of trade frem
Canada,_could be justified under the territorial claims, 4

e If contrary to aur opinion, the land and territory
in question, were within the grant, the grant of'so
large a portion of territory as that to Lord Selkirk of
116,493 square miles, would be an abuse of the char.
ter, which might justify the interference of the crowny
because, though the company might have a right to
make grants of land, such grants must be for the pro-
motion of, or at least consistent with the 'bbject of the
-institution ; but the grant to Lord Selkirk leads to an
establishment independent.of the cbx‘npan'y, inconsist-
ent with the purposes of their instituticn, and in- its
effects erecting a sub-monopoly in one person, to the
detriment both of the company and of the' public. The
company could confer no power to Lord Selkirk to
appoint governcrs, courtsof justice,. or to exercise a-
ny independent authority, nor could they du'ectly or

md:rect]y transfer theu authority to him,

*¢ There seems no reason to doubt, that offences ac-

tually
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tually committed in the territories and districtsin dis«,
pute, where no court of judicature ever has been esta
blished, can in point of jurisdiction legally be t:ied by
the courts of Canada, under the XLIIT Geo. III. cap.y
13#; and indecd unless this district was within the pro-

visions of that act we cannot dlscovcr what Ierntory
was meant to be i. cluaed init. T :

«¢ Supposing the charter of the Hudson’s Bay com-
pany valid and the districts in dispute to be within
their limits, we should doubt whether the Governor
and company, have lawful power, by the charter, to
establish courts for the trial, by the laws of England,
of oﬂ"ences committed therein, That power the
company have never yet attempted to exercise, though
nearly 150 years have elapsed since they procured their
charter ; but if even they should still possess this exe
traordinary power without further éuthbrity, legisla-
tive or regal, we should nevertheless think, that no
courts there established could have authority to try
and punish- as an offence, the act of going there simply,
which if the grant were legal, could amourt at the
most only toa misdemeanor, or. contempt of the king’s
lawful authority, to be prosecuted at the suit of his

s

Majesty.”

{Signed) A. PIGGOTT,
’ " Re SPANKIE,
'H, BROUGHAM.

London, january, 1816,
L ' ' A
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- A separate opinion'of another Lawyer in London,
of pre-emirient abilities, was also had in January:lase,
‘which substantiaily coincides with the above.: and
more pointed law opinions some years: ago, .were
given by Messrs. BeAncrOFT and Gises,. also emi-
nent in their profession, aoamsr%he validity of the
Hudson’s Bay Company’s prctenvmns to an exclusive
nght of trade,

Doctor Adam Smith also says, that the Hudu.éix’.s
Bay Company have no right in law to an excluswo
trade. :

Thus, in which ever way Lord Se?lum s préién-
sions are considered, their legality will fail to ape
pear, and he can not be allowed to judge in his own
cause. To bring them, however, to the comp ré_he_rﬁ .
sicn of the meanest capacity, 'I will ask, if his Lord-
ship were to say to 2 person in quiet possession by
himself and predecessors for above 50 years,of 2
house in Montreal, quit that house, it is. built upon
my grouad—whether it w-uld not be 1égal and pro-
per to answer, No? ~ Letyour Lotdship’s claim, if
you have one, be previously determined in kis Majes-
ty’s cousts, and it is your business, rot mine, to
institute the proceeding. But, if instead of this, you
attempt to dispussess me by force, I have resolved
upon, ‘and feel myself justifiable in making the most
decided resistance, . This is the real merit of the case
in contest, when divested of misrepresentatione

The North West Company have courted. a legal
discussion
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ﬁis"cu'ssiopioﬂ.hc point of right, yet none has been.
brought on, althougli” traders from Canada have an.
“nually, since the conquest, gone into the interior, and
-a'number-of years ago, a vessel belongmg to that come

pany eatered-Hudson’s Bay.
#

. They also attempted an amicable accommodétion,
by liberal propofals, in order to avoid future difficul-
ties, but the hegociation failed, because his Lordship
required as a sine qua non, the admx.;sxon of his i inor-
dinate claims,. according to his mlet?retat:m of the
Charter of the Hudson’s Bay Company ; which of
course was inadmiffible. To his Lordfhip’s obftinacy
therefore, is to be attributed all the diftrefing circum- ,
persxstmg in the apphcatmn of physical force, mftead
of legal proceedings to decxde the comcﬂ:ed rights.

S MERCATOR
Montreal, 28th August, 1816.

xotb drticle of zbe Treaty af Utretcht, caarlaled
in 1713.

¢ The said most Christian King shall restore to the
s¢ kingdom and Queen of Great Britain, 3o be possessed
s¢ in full right for ever, the Bay and Streights of Hud-
$¢ som, together with all Iamis, seas, Sea-coasls, rie
% vers and places, situate in the said Bay and Streights,
¢ and which belong thereunto, no tracts there of land,
5 or of sea being excepted, which are at present possessed,

b
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<¢ by the subjects of France. Al which, as well as any
s Ez::fla’z'ngs there made, in the condition they now. are,
“.and likewise all fortresses-there erectedy either before
¢ op since the French seized the same, shall, within six -
¢ months from the ratification of the present treaiy, or
¢ suomer if possible, be well and truly delivered to .the
“ British subjectss having ¢ commission from the Queen of
¢ Great Britain, to demand and receive the same entire
« and undemalished, together wirh all the. cannon, &e.
s It is, however, provided, that it may be entirely free
< for the company of Quebec, * and all other the subjects
¢ of the most Christian King whatsoever, to gs by land
¢ or by sea, whethersoever they please, out of the lands of
< the said bay, together with all their geods, merchan-
¢ dizes, arms and effects, except such things as are a- .
§¢ bové reserved in this article. But it is agreed on
“¢ both sides 10 determine within a year by Commissaries,
““ 10 be forthwith named by each party, the limits which
‘¢ areto be fixed between the said Bay of Hudson, and
“¢ the places appertaining to the French 3 which limits
« both the British and French subjects shall be whally
“¢ forbid to pass over; or therebyto go to each other by
’¢ sea sy by land.” »

,® Cau there be a stronger proof of that company having had Traders
in the interior, an ag2 before the Hudson’s Bay Company ventured out of |
sight of the Bay ! N :
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For »tl‘zé Mbntré(il Herqld.‘

. MR. GRAY,

In the last Herald, I observed a. ecmminication

-in answer to mine, d 2ted zt‘th August, lnserted in the
- former number, in which 1 am stated to'have asserted -

a direct falsehood. I deny the charge, and. re-assert
that the. basis ot -Lord’ Selkirk’s ultimatum, other
wise, sine gua won, for an accommodation with- the

North West Company, was substantially, as stated by
e, and was so understood by them at the time, as ap~ .

pears by their answer tohis final or concluding prope-

" sitiony entitled, ¢ sketch of an arrangement between

the. Hudson's Bay and North West Companies,” from
whmh the foilowmg are extracts, viz:

.. Tbé-’Nortb PVest-Cmﬁpany bave to observe, that the
$¢ basis of that arrangement, being an acknouledgement

S of the'validity of the Charter of the Hudson’s Bax Come

% pany, it is inadmissible, and incapable of any. modifi-
¢ cation to which th:y can assent. It would, therefore be
st uséless to take up his Lordship’s time, and their own,
¢ by entéring upon the objectionable part of the de-
¢ tails.,. when their principle 1s denied. It is true
% that Lora Selkirk stated to My———————such a basis,

€e azd equally true, that the latter declared an arran- -

c 2 K rangemmt
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¢ gement to be zmpractzcable, if it was persrsted in’
dnd in anather part of ity they say :

¢s Lord Selkirk baving recurredio the offer of an arbia
¢ tration, the North West Company have to answer,
s¢ tbatz't'aﬁrds no reciprocity. whaisoever ; for -as the
s Hudsm s Bay Company claim-exclusive rights, if those
« gwere to be arbitrated upon, and decided in z‘bezr fawr,
§¢ they would turn the North West C'ompany out of the
¢ trade ; whereas, on the other hand, if a decision
< should be given against the Hudson’s Bay Company,
< they would still, as British subjects, remain entitled to
#¢¢ equal rights with the other company, 4 hus, under the
s¢ speciqus extericr of an arbitrarion, the North West
<¢ Company wonld be risking a substance in pursuitof a
¢ shadow,

- ¢ It resis with the Hudssn’s Bay Cempany. to take, or
“¢ nof 1o Lake, as they see fit, measures for procuring a
¢ Jegal decision in the regular courts uf justice, upon their
¢¢ prefentions to exclusive trade, as the commencement of
“¢ such measures cannot be expected from the Norlb West
s¢ Company, whao have for so long a period exercised .and
¢ enjoyed those general rights of trade, to which they lay
¢ ¢laim, and from which they will nit depart, unless by
¢ Iegal campul:zan. .

“ Uj)m the fwbale, it is a painful reflection for. the

“ North West Company to find themselves obliged to. a-
¢ bandon further negociation at present, as hopeless, and
% 1o'see that a pecuniary contest is farcea" upon ' them,

« wbn‘ﬁ tﬁey cannot shrink [from, and must continue
€ until
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« until the Fludson’s Bay Ciinpany shall enteriam a d ]-
 ferent view of tbezr rea! mterests.

His Lordship’s proposed arbitration’ by Iawyers,
was indeed of a novel kind, for what man in his sen-
ses would leave it to be decided by others, whegber he
should lose ail histrade within 'p'rescr'ibe'd limits; but

_agree that his opponent should remain, at all events,
in possession of what ke held. - Inother words, to risk
all, but to gaie nothing even by possibility. I call
upon the author cf the communication, to publish the
answer, as he asserts to have been given by the agents
of the North West Company, wherein $¢ they ob-
«¢ served, that Lord Selkirk, .or the Hudson’s Bay
¢« Compary might feel interested in having those
¢ claims finally scitled, but that the North West
¢ Company were nof so interested, and therefore the
$ sine gua non was inadmissible,” WNow I maintain
that no such answer exists in any part of their corres-
pordence, and if he cannot produce it, he must stand
convicted before the public, of publishing « deliberate
gross jfalsehood.

"The meanness he accuses me of, wiil attach enly to
himself, for I have asserted nothing but iruth, which -
instead of misleading the public mind, tends only to
expose the misrepresentations of such supporterscf his -
Lordship’s cause, as the author of the above. As to
publishing my remarks during his Lordship’s absenc
it is of no moment, as he has a very active and abie
confidential agent on the spot ; and in respect to deli-
cacy, as none is observable in his own proceedings, he
can be entitled to little from otherse In
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- In my last, I omitted to'remark, that the petition
for the Hudson’s Bay Charter, and the Charter itself,
expressly except all countries or teiritoriss then pos-
sessed by any British subjects, or by subjects of any- o-
- ther Christian.powes -or state, which exception clear-
o ly excludes from the charter, the territory cr country
claimed by his Lordship, it beihg,__the'n‘, and for near a
eentury afterwards, occupied by tradeis from Canada,
without interference from Hudson’s Bay traders. ‘

e MERCATOR.
- Montreal, 12th Sept. 1816, -



For the Montreal Herald.

MR. GRAY,

I find that. T am attacked in 2 most unmerciful
manner in your Herald, by a writer under the signa-
ture of Muanlius, (alia‘s author of the communication
ic that of 7th September, alias' Philo-Manlius, for
Proteus like, he assumes a variety of shapes) who
threatens me with loss of character, if I persist.

Without waiting to know the result of this threat,
he uses it as a peg whereen to hang a most unjustifia-
ble attempt to prejudice the public mind in respect to
accusations made by his client, agamst persons, who
are to undergo a trial. Nothirg said by me could
possibly furnish a reasonable excuse for such a con-

duct, but having commenced the attack, he must ex-
pect ret.liation,

Manlius is 2 true disciple of the Selkirk school ; he
wishes to intimidate where he cannct deceive, and to
misrepresent where he cannot fairly meet the truth,
The days of Robespierre hardly exhibited a more per-
fect system of espiorage, terror and deception, than is »
practising by his Lordship and coadjutors. Manlius
has however mistaken his man on the present occasion,

- and those threats, instead of stifling, will necessarily
: calt
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call forth in due time, some anecdotes of his Lordshlp,
which will render h'm better known to the public.

Altho’ I have to contend with an opponent, who to
judge of him by the length of his writings, is a hire-
lirg paid by the yard, and babituated to make the worse
appear the better cause, vet I feel confident, of being
able to convince, where he can only confound.

He pays me unintentionaily a very high compli.
.ment, by acting upon the priasciple that every sen-
tence I have written, requires scores of his to over-
turn-; elss why vnpose upon his readﬂ's a story enve-
Ioped in 1 such a maze of words,

In opposition to every fair principle of reasoning,
Maniius begins by 5ssuming what he ought first to
prove, and then argues, asif his assumed data were
admitied.- Now, Ideny the whole data from whence
he draws his cenclusions, and until these be settled,
his arrogant and high sounding logomachy is worse
than useless.

1 asserted, and I re-assert, that the claimed mono-
poly of Trade in the Hudson’s Bay Company, is ille- .
gal ; because the crewn could not, withont the sanc-
tion of Parliament, grant such exclusive right, and in
proof of it, 1 (with otber matter) adduced the
fact, that that Company was so sensible of this, that
they applied for and obtained a parliamentary confir-
'nanon ot their charter for seven years, which being
re»ex renewed the menopoly fell to the ground. The

: preamble
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preamble to that temporary confirmation, declared the
insufficiency of the charter, without parliamentary
sanction, and yet the Hudson’s Bay Company have
acted without it ever since. Now as Manlius has
found it convenient to pass over this fact without ne-
tice, 1 request him to explain, why such a sanction
was considered by that ccmpany, above zoo years ago,
necdful to the legal exercise of their grant, when
Royal Power stoed high, and not be equally necessa=
ry now, when that power is so much mere cl"early

defined.

Again, I asserted and re-assert, that the charster or
.grant, whether good or bad, never extended beyond
thie country adjacent to Hudson’s Bay, and was espe-~
cially, both in the petition for it, and the actual grant,’
restricted, so as to exclude from its operation, all
lands in the occupancy of the subjects of every other
christian Prince or State, And, I satisfactorily es-
tablished, that the French were in the cccupancy by
discovery, and commercially of the country in dispute
viz. the red River &c. which consequently were, ipso
Jacts, excluded from the charter : also in .additional
proof of that exclusion, I?quoted the clause of the trea-
ty of Utrecht, having reference to Hudson’s Bay,
which establiskes to a certainty, that a line of boun-
dary there, was to have been drawn, but whieh being
never dore, each country. retained what was covered
by its commercial occupancy, viz, Great Britain, the
coasts of the Bay, and France the interior, until by
the conquest of Canadd, and the treaty of peace in
1763, the whole merged in Great Britain, In conse-
' ' D quence

'
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quence every British subject became entitled to prose-
cute through Canada, the Indian trade, which French
subjects previously enjoyed ; and the Hudson’s Bay
Company could leg*‘ y claim no privilege in the trade
through the Bay, but what they cnjoyed before that
treaty, and which never extended 50 miles from the
coast, whereas the Red River country commences
at above 6oo miles distance therefrom ; and there is
a nctorious proof of prior French cccupancy in the
fact that there were French Missionarics in that quar-
ter, which Manlius unguardedly admits, and thereby
furnishes 2 weapon against his own doctrines. He -
must indeed feel himself hard driven & ,.c. argument,
when he complains of me for deriving the present
rights of Eritish subjects to trade in the Indian territg-
ry, through Freanchmen ; but the absurdity of this
complaint becomes .nanifest, when it is known, that
the present title to every foot of kand held in Canada,
upon grants made prior to 1763, must be derived
throvgh the same source,

He aiso pretends astonishment that I should de-
ny the Reyal Prerogative in respect to charters. I am
far from contesting the King’s just rights, and [ am

ersuaded, set as high a value upon them as Manlius;
but I contend, that the Crown neither did, nor could
grant 2 country which was not its own at the time,
My idess on constitutional rights are founded upon
these steriing - bases of principle and practice that will
not bend.to suit the conveniency of any adventuring
Projecter, whether he shall appear in the guiseofa

land Jobber, or a dealer in muskrats, agd who may,

think
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think that by his previous rank;, he is to brow beat his
Majesty’s other subjects, and set their rightsat deﬁ-
ance. :

The Norih West Company, from ‘;he commence
ment, having denied Lord Selkirk’s usurped claim to -

the Red River country, and having by themsel-
ves or predecessors in. trade been in commer-
cial possession of it since the’conquest. and the French
subjects for near a century before. 'What is the
course that a man of real humanity (rot that spuri-
ous deceptive species of it, which consists in fmere
professions cortradicted by his practice) would have
adopted on the occasion, ‘Assuredly to bring that
claim before the Iegal tnbunals, and get a decision
thereon, beforea life was risked in the support of pre-
tensions so unequivocally uatenable and unjust.. No,
this would not suit this canting pretended philanthro-
phist. Heaven and earth must, forsooth, bend to his
purpose, and those who do not chuse quietly to submit
to his dictates, at the risk of utter ruin to their ldng
establistied conceras, must be turned off by force," afe
ter being first pillaged.

Having pointed out the futility of his claim to the
country in contest‘, I goon to prove, that Miles
McDonnell, who styled himself a ‘governor, never
was such ; and farther, that he was, and is legally in-
~ capacitated from becoming one. It is immaterial at
present to inquire who anthorised this Miles, to dis-
grace the character of a governor, by affecting to as-
sume that title to cover his depradations. Every body-

' D2 "~ knows

\
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know's that he was nof a King’s Governcr, but all nay
not know, that were " he even a gevernor by legally
authorised propriet@iry appointment, ke could not law- -
fully execute one act, without thz king’s approval,
nor without first taking the oaths prescribed by law,
for governors of plantations and colonies.

"Fhese pre-requisites to the legal exercise of };ower,
are expressly required by an act passedin the reign of
King William, and in the variety of oaths to be taken
by governars, ts that againsi transubstantiation, which
the impostor Miles, being a staunch. Roman Catho-
lic, surely did not take,as I have never heard of his
having maae 2 public recantation of that faith.

I ask the wise Manlius, who holds the opinions of
English Counsel in such contexpt, whether he isig-
rorant of this part of colonial law, and if ke is,
what a foundatisn isthis wkereon to$build his arro-
gant and self conceited dicta ; or if he be not ignorant
of it, what reprobation doesnst his criminal #onceal-
ment of facts so” important, deserve; for upon Mr.
Miles’ being a pretended legally anthorized governor,
is bottomed the rubberies by him, first committed, and
‘'since followed up by governor 3emple and others of
his Lerdship’s Agents, but which have been <o far out
done by himself lately at Fort William, that the feats
of Cartouche are quite throwa into the back. ground,

. .

I can, alths’ no lawyer, inform Manlias, that the
king himself could nat grant a dispensation toa gover
Rnor, toomit the vaih of trausubstantiation, nor could

any
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any authority do so, short of 2 spccx‘.i act of the impe-
rial parliament.

To obviate all doubts, however, upon this subject,
I take leave to mention, as a casein proof, that when
ibe government of this province is alministered by a
counsellor, it isaiways by the senior protestant one,
who must first take the presciibed caths, and never by
2 Roman Catholic, - 2ltho’ he may be senior to the
other,

Such is the law, which could not be otherwise, whilst
the crown is worn by a Protestant only, and in"con-
sequence his represcntat-ve must be of the same re-
ligione - _

Yetin the teeth of ali these legal impediments to

-the possibility ot Miles being a governor, does he dar

to issue out proclamations in that afflumed character 3
20t 56 innscent as Sancho Pancha’s 5 but to proﬁlbu in”
3814 the sending of provisions out of the Red River,
and then hm seized upon those of the North West
Company, by an armed force, thus commencing a s¥s-
tem of piliage ; and let it be observed that tne pravi-
slons so taken, weré the produce of trade with inde-
pendent natives, being the flesh of wiid animals kilied
by them in hunting,and not a particle thereof acquired
by the labor or time of 2 colonist.

.

The Red River colony originated in avarice, has
been prosecuted in decepticn and fraud; and must end
- in disgracing the character of a British nobleman. I
have



30

have proved that the country where he placed his co-
 lonists, is not within the Hudson’s Bay grant ; yet, ne=
vertheless, he set down hispeople there without leave

from the native Indians upon their lands, to which

their title had never been extinguished by purchase,

and for which he never gave them one farthing, which

is-rather a strange sample of his philanthropic desire
to Jimprove their condition, and copxed rom American,

not British practice,

The king’s proclamauon of 1763, quoted by Man-
lius, is cenclusively against him. Itsexpress purpose
wasto prohibit all purchases of Indian lands by other
authority than that of government, and to interdict 2l
colonization within Indian territory, but had no re.
ference toany establishment for trade, it being well
known, that one of the prevailing motives w..:ch in.
duced Great Britzin to insist upon the cession of Ca-
nada, was to get the fur trade ; consequently, it is a ‘
complete absurdity to pretend, that a proclamaticn
could be_issiied, to prevent thut trade from being
aftezwaras"'prosccuted '

As to Manlius’s cbservations about the injury in
peint of morals, sustained by persons in that trade; -if

i they have any force, they alike apply to the  Hudson’s
Bay asto the North West trade. It is, however,
‘puerile to enter into discussions about the respective
merits of professions or pursuits inlife. Individuals
in a free country, are left to make theirown choice,
and it would be novel to argue that manufactures and

' navigation should be put down or discouraged, be-

cause
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cause those who are employed in them, do not stand
the highest in. the scale of morality,

The system of licenses for Indian trads was follow-
ed for a time, but being found to be grievously abused,
and made a handle of for favonnsm, partiality, and op-
pression, in the distribution, they were abandoned, and
all his Majesty’s subjects put upon the same footing, *

As to his Lordship’s tender regard for the health of
the Indians, in respect to the use of strongliquors, it
isona par with his respect for their laad rights, for
be it known, that about the time he'and others were
canting in-Loudon upon that subject, he was by way
of taking time by the forelock, proposing to the North
West Company, to furnish them with bhigh wines for
their trade, which he expected to get from his settle~
" ment at Baldoor, on tbe river Sinclair, which has chief-
Iy been since abandoned, after disgusting his people

there, and quarrellma with hxs agent Mr, Alexander
McDonasell.

Were his colony at Red River to take root, the dis-
tillation of surplus grain and potatoes (if they ever had
any) would be one of his first objects, and thus spirits
would be put within the Indian grasp by its direct
vicinity. %Vhereasit is well kaown, that the im-
mense distance of the North West from Mongreal, is
a physical preservation of the Indians there against a-
ny inordinate supply or use of spirituous liquors.

1 shall conclude for the present with maintaining,
.that
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ihat in every instance, his lordship and his people
have been the zggressors 5 and it will astonish the
world to iearn, that he who has been accusing all the
partners -of the :Nosth West Compuny, whom he
could lay his hands upon,'of high triasen, felony, and
murder, should (some time after he arrested and sent
them away in custody as prisoners from Fort William)
propose to the clerks of that company,  left benind
there, to leave all matiers of complaint cn both sides
to arbitration, thereby proving, that either he did not-
believe a tittle of his accusations, or that for the fur-
therance of his own privaie purposes, he was willing
to lay aside his duty as a' magistrate, and compound
these aﬂedoed crimes and offences. This precious
proposal or document is in his own band writing, and
signed by himself,

vThere is not upon record, such an instance of the
prostitution of public authority to personal interest
and private vengeance, as in the proceedings of his
Lordship at Fort William, aided by a band of armed
-desperados, the employment of whom will create ama-
- zement, and a correzpending sensatlon in England.

, v . - MERCATOR.._
- Montreal, gth Oct. 1816 ' .

: Feor



For the Montreal Herald,

.

MR. GRAY,

It was not my intention to have occupied any of the
columns of your Herald this week, but the palpably
gross and infamous falsehoods of the hireling Manlius,
in that of last week, respecting the conflict at Red
River in June last, demands immediate ‘exposure.

Being retained by Lord Selkirk, he apparently con-
+ siders himself privileged to disregard the truth, if he
can thereby seive the cause of his client, by leading
astray the public mind, The public, however, should
be on their guard against the productions of a con-
cealed venal pen, :

Truth willleak out, even under the most artful
and studied misrepresentations, as it is evident by
Manlius’s own shewing, that Lord Selkirk’s people
were the aggressors. He admits, that Colin Robert-
son, on his return with new colonisis in September
1815, entered and searched, in virtue of a warrant, the
North West post at the Forks, upon the pretext of
looking for arms; but he omifs 10say by whose war.
zant this was done, and also to state that Duncan Ca-

C E : meron



meron was then arrested, and some time kept pri-
soner. -

He also admits, that in March 1816, the said __N_,'or\th )
. West Post Was again’assailed and destroyed or pulled
down, and Cameron again made prlsnner, and sent to
England, via Hudson’s Bay ; but # is inconvenient Jor
him to add, that a quantity of merchandize, &c¢ was
seized, and fifty packs of furs and skins of the North
West Company’s, then taken there, and at another post,
(for two were taken and plllaged in March) were also
Sent to: Englarzd by that rouie; doubtless out of pure re-
gard to the preservation of the Nerth West Compa-
ny’s property. Here, a second time, . his Lordship’s
people are the acknowledged aggressors,

He farther admits. that Mr. Pambrun was sent by
Mr. Semplein April 1816, after these aggressions,
with i m<trucuons to the Hudsen’s Bay trading Post at
Qu’Appelle, but omits to add, that these instructions
were to seize Aiexander McDonnells. Post by surprise,
or to kidnap him, if possible.~But, fortunately, being
on his guard, in consequence of learning what passed

below, the Hudscn’s Bay people there, playﬁd the
hypocrne, aud remamed qmet

Neaw s it wonderful, " that Alexander McDennell,
after all these Warmpgs, and after the attempts made
by Semple to decoy him into his power, should endea-
vour to s‘rength :n his post, and his means of defénce,
by gettmg aid frem the cther North West Posts, and
more esPecxallv as he was threatened ; and it was madeé

ne



00 secret, that Mr, Semple’s plan was to block him:.

up, and prevent all- communication with-the North

Woest Canges passing and repassing Lake Winipeg; -

which, if effzcted, would have statved their people in-
o submission, from want of the provisions necessarily.
reckoned upon,

‘McDoanéll also knew, that to enforce that plan,.

Semple was planting cannon to command the passage °

of the' Red River, and that Liut, Holt, a Swedish
renegado (for his Lor'ds'r;ip is partial, it seems, to renc-
gadoes of all nations ; witness the desperadoes at Fort
William, formerly in Bonaparse’s servicz) was prepa-

ring a small armed vessel to scour Lake Winipsg in.
summer, with wiich he declared he was to give the

damned Canadians, as be styled them, sach a dressing
as they litfle dreamt of. He also knew, from adecla-
ration of Mr. Semple, that it the North We:t Com-
pany did not give in, such a blow would be struck, as
‘would resound from ~Athabasca to Montreal ; whick
hasliterally been verified, ' ‘

Manlius alse admits, and Alexander McDonrell
knew, that in violaticn of all precedent, the North
West letters and dispatches, broaght as usual fromi the
interior, were seized and epe:ne'd, and their conterts
unblushingly made a pretext for the seizure. Thisis
confounding cause and effect with a ‘witness. ‘Firsty
rob a man, and then justify it by pretendmg that dis«
" coverits were made by the robbery, ‘which - gave rea-
son to suspeét that the person robbed intended some~
t.i_nng similar'' ¥ But Manlius, purpozely - leaves” you

E 2 Hin
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_in the dark upon a material point, viz. that the North
‘West Post had been taken and pillaged before the
bearers of the letters arrived, who walked into it
without knowing of its capture.  Manlius attempts to
make it be believed, thar this Post was taken and pil-
laged because they got information that Duncan Ca-
mercn and cothers were taking measurés to obtain a

 force 1o attack the colonists 3 whereas the fact is, that
Alexander McDonnell acted upon the.principle of
preparation for self defence, the necessity for which
he saw and felt, and the best proof is, that he never
.meddled with the Hudson’s Bay Pest <r people, until
after their apprehended measures, were confirmed by
overtacts,’

. The Packs he took possession of were in number and
value far inferior to those previously seized; and car-
ried off by Colin Robertson. They were never ‘con-
cealed, they were made vp a.part, marked distince
tively, and put into a store at Fort ‘William, separate
. from the North West packs, with which - they never
were mixed, and no secret made of them.

Can therebe a stronger proof of the effrontery of
Manlius, than to complain of a pretended offer to an
Indian Chief of a bribe, if he would intercept Lord
Selkirk’s despatches, after Mr. Semple had given the
c_xamp]é. But what is worse, he basely and falsely
states, that the said Chief was asked to murder the
people who carried such' dispatches, and further, that

"he was offered a large quantity of goods if he would
lead his nation to make war, and destroy'the colony af

Red



37

=y

RedRiver. Toconfute this, itis only. mecessary to.
_state, that this Chief has become in the Indlan/stVIe of
speakmg, s0 xmbecxle, as to be. consxdered an old
woman ; has no influence in his nation, and ifhe had
why employ Indians so many hundred miles off,  in-
_stead of those at hand, The artful malignancy, how-
ever, of this base and calumnicus accusation,, cunsists
in s2ying, thatthis Chief had been solicited 2y some 5f
the Narlb'ﬂ?st.C’ompany. I call upon him tuv name
#hose some, and not basely insinuate, 'according to his
Lordship’s practice, that seme means @/l It would
not have answered his purpose to give names, as it
. .would have afforded a readier clue to the detection
of his falsehoods.

~ Alike unfounded is Manlius’ declamatory rant
about the unhappy cenflict at Red River in June
Iast,

Alexander McDonnell knowing that Semple’s plan
was to starve the North West people, by exclusion
from the provisions ccllected at Qu’Appelle, (for 500
canoe-men would have been at Lake Wiripegin June,
wholly dependant thereon for subsistence) he deter-
mined upon countegacting i#, by making an experi-
ment to open a communication with Lake Winipeg,
by going ¢lear of Fort Douglas and the colony. Ac=
cordingly, about 5o Indians and half ‘breeds went with
this intention, and undera positive ihj unction to keep
clear of the Fort and colony, which they did, by ma-
king-a detour of four miles behind, along the edge of
a swamp, which preverted their keeping at a greater

“distance,
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distance, and then came into the'usual path by Iand;.
“at about alike distance below. - Whilst geing peacea-

bly on, a colorist or two by chance crossed their route,

whom they detained, and todk along to prevent infor-

mation being conveyed to the fort. At the place they

were to eicamp below, other colonists were found fish«
ing, who werealso detained vpon'the same principle,
all of whom, after the action, were  released without

sustaining the smallest personal injury.

Mr. Sémple, seeing from a look out, the detour so
thade, ard thenceforth concluding, that if not prevent-.
ed, all his plans of starvation into submission weuld
prove abortive, he, in an evii hour, marched out
with 28 men, armed in battle array, and with gkeat
parade, 'He followed the Indians and half breeds,
who were much scattered, being unconscicus of dan-
ger, supposing themselves undiscovered at the Fort';
for of the original 50, twenty four bad got two lea-
gues below, when they began to encamp; and the re-
maining 26, seeing themselves pursued by an armed
foree, turned round, and retregaded to meet them.
Manlius by his sophistical misrepresentations of facts,
says that Mr. Semple called on 20 men to follow him
to meet these people ; but the fact is, it was b follow
the Indians and-Bruiés, who had got below his Fort
and Cclony when discovered, and the meeting which
ensued, was from the said Indians; &c. facing about,
when so pur&uea’ by a folla'wmg party. '

Manlms, by his sophlstry, also wishes it to be be-
heved, tha:t these people -were abeve his colony and
Fort,
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Fort, and not belew. The action, however, \toqk"
place four miles below, and this cnrcumstancc of local .
situation, combl_ned with the certainty, th‘a.,t‘ no pers
sgnalﬂin’jury‘ was offered to any colonist or other per-
son, but those actually in the conflict, or in arms op
the . way to join -the assailants, are damming facts, in
proof of Semple’s party being the aggressors, which
no perjury in his Lordship’s people can overturn ;
forif the Indians and half breeds meant an attack,
why did they take such pains to avoid it. TFhe as-

.....

sertion that they were promised as an mducealent to .
attack the cnlony, the violation of the women of i ity is
basely false. This needs no other refutation, tharn
that it is not even alleged that any such violatien took
place, when all were comp letely at their merey.

Ex?:lusiye of all these ci-rcumstances, there is the
actual fact sworn to, by some who were in the. action,
thatit was brought on by Semple’sviolence, in attemept-
ing to seize Bouché,; who was sent to enquire what
the armed party wanted ; and when he escaped from
Semple’s.grasp, ordering him (Bouché) to be fired at, . )
which was at first refused to be done, from fear of the
consequence, until Semple repeated the order to his
party to fire, and abused them as cowards for -hesita~
ting. Oune ball passed close by Bouché’s ear, and 2--
nother went through the blanket of an Indian, who
was advancmg in an attitude, and with language ex»
pressive of friendship 3 when finding himself -thus
treacherously assailed, he threw off hisblanket, took
his gun, and then only the action on the part ;of the
bmles began. One of them was killed, and another

wounded 3
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wounded ; and it is a fact that Cuthbert Gram, whomy

Manlius, at a distance, so brave ly attacks, although

fired at by Mr. Semple, made every effort to save him
when wounded, and actvally was personally endeavour-
ing to assist him, when the Indian above mentioned

came up, and in spite of Grant, unhappily shot Sem-

ple through the head, calling out, you dog, you have.
been the cause of all this, and shall not live. The
numbers actually engaged, were 28 of Mr. Semple’s

people, and 26 Indians and Brulés. The other 24
did not join until the conflict was decided,

It unquestionably is a subject of deep regret, and
none can deplore it more than I - do, that such a dis-
tressing event should have happened at all; and fur.
ther, that those who were attacked, had not after the-
victory was decided, made a moderate use of it, but
they acted under the impulse of the moment, when
their passions were warmed by that attack,which they
‘had not provoked. His Lordship, however, isto be
considered as the grand producing cause of all, for
which, andother outréges, he will have to answer
hereafter at a tribunal where none can deceive, and
‘where neither bis arts, nor Manlius’s misrepresen-
. tation, will avail,

There is this marked difference between his and
their conduct, that his acts proceed. from cold blood-
ed deliberation in the closet. One woufd be temp'ted
from Maniius’s writings, to suppose that he conside-
red this Peer as a person, pnvnleged to commit, at
pleasure, eve ry enormity ; and that those he attacks,

are
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are not entitled to resist or complain, but cught tame- .
ly 1o sybmit,like sheep led to the slaughter. What
new system of ethics has Manlius (alias Phils) disco-
vered, that admits of smoothing dswn the wholesale
robbery at Fort William, into amere temporary de-
tention of p,operty? i1 this be law, certainly the gen-
tlemen of the road, who may be hereafter tried ‘at the
Old Bailey, for occasionally borrowing the purses of
travellers agamst their consent, should sub-cribe a
piece of plate to Philo Manlius.

The correspondenc\, of Alexander McDonnell with
Mr. Semple, may some day be scen by the public,
when he will be found to be: a very different person
from what Manlius represents him. He isbrother to
the gallant Colonel MeDann-ll, Aid-de-Camyp to Ge-
neral Brock, who fell at Queenston.battle, along with.
that renowned officer. : '

1 call upon Manlius to say, to wh&n Alexander
McDonnell’s lietter was addressed, from which he'pre-
tends to give an extract, and also huw he (Maniius)
came by it, because if he be silent on this sabject, it
will prove that it hasbeen garbled and -intzrpolated
tosuit a purpose. But evem asitis, it is obvisus that
it was bottomed in resistance f the evident intention
of his Lordship to destroy the Murth West Compa-
ay’s trade.

- Manlius writes for stage effect, and with this view
he. introducesone Simon Mcudhvmv, forthe mean
and indecorous purpose of having a cut at the Honora=

R F HG
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ble William VicGillivray, who has smarted under his
Lordship’s vengeance, in a manner which I.shall no. -
tice hereafter. Now the fact is (and Manlius or his
in?(irmants knew it,) ths there was no Simon McGil-
livray, nor any cther half-breed of the name of Mc-
Gillivray, at any time this year, within 3000 miles of
Red River. .

:Ye't after this, Manlius talks of his conscience. If
he be the person, I supposé he is, I did think he pos-
sessed a pure oney and that no inducement could have’
led him to pervert the truth ; but,if he be not deceiv-
ed into belief 6f what he “writes, by the misrepre--
sentatxons of others (which I would fain' hope is the
case,) I mustadd, that his once fair cdnscience, has
become seared by his Lordship’s gold, and the win-
ning persuasions of his active, and, "in other respects,
amiable Partner and representative here, who is now
acting a part out of the usual female sphere, for which
even the fullest extent of allowance for conjugal par-
tiality and attachment, can hardly furnish an adequate
apology. .—Manlius appears to have warmed himself
. intoa red-hot enthusiast on the occasion ; instead of
acting asan advocate, and as is usual with enthusiasts
of all descriptions, reason, is laid aside, and "every
.hmg vxewed through a false or distorted medinm. -

Apropos of Cuthbert Grant.  There is an anecdote
of his Lordship connected with him, that evinces his
great purity and disinterestedness of conduct as a Ma-
gistrate. He sent up warrants cut and dry from Mon-

: treal to Mr. Semple, agamSt the said Cuthbert and
‘ - other
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cther half.breeds, with instructions to apprehend and
send them down prisoners, unless that they had be-
come friendly to the Colony ; thus the crime it séems‘
consists in the side taken, not ia the quality of the fact
committed, : ’

Before closing the present communication, I shall
give a sample of North West humanity; in con-
tradiction to his Lordship’s calumnious accusations.
A number of Clerks and men engaged at Montreal
under his orders, in spring 1815, for the Hudson’s
Bay Company, by Colin Robertson and John Clark,
in all above 100, were sént upir summer, of that
year in i4 loaded canoes (the merchandize havingbeen
taken in at a depbt on their route) and proceeded into
the Athabasca country, where such an unfeeling want of
precaution had been used in respect to their subsistence,
that before last winter was far advanced, the four dif-
ferent trading parties or posts, info which they | had
distributed themselves, found it necessary (after 2
clerk and 17 people had perished for want) to throw
themselves upon the humanity of the North West -
Traders for food : -who (forgiving at such a moment
of distress the previous conduct of Clark and his peo-
ple) hospitably received and fed them, whereby the
lives of above eighty survivogs were preserved ; who
probably by his Lordship’é instructions, are now en-
tering upon a second campaign of intended destruction
of the North West Company’s trade.

This happened, too, at the time when bis Lord-
ship’s agen's at the Red River, as before mentioned,
F2 ' and
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snd.as will be further seen hereafter, were maturing
plans for ‘starving into submission the whele North
West people.

I should not be surprised if the North West Corm-
pany were abused by his Lordship for this act of hu-.
mamty, as 1t affords them such a triumph in contra-
diction to his accusations,

I shall at this time conclude thh another decisive
proof of the falsehood of Manlius’s statement of the
Red River battle, that long afterwards,  his Lord~th
as mentioped in my'last, proposed to settle every thing
by arbitration, wiich assuredly he would not have
done, had ke not been convinced, that his pecple were
the aggressors, and that they provoked their own hard
fate, on the unhappy occasion.

&

1, bowever, have not finally done with kis Lordship
and his cause, but indulge a lively hope, that I shall
be enabled finally to pull off the mask from a wolfin
sheep’s clothing, o

~

_— ’ - MERCATOR.
Montreal, 17th Oct. 1816,

- , For
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Foir the Montreal Heyald,

MR. GRAY,

The communication from me in your Herald of
the 19th inst. having been out of the course that I at
first prescribed to myself, I now resume the prose-
cution of my original intentions. ' )

The subjects hitherto dlscussed by me, have in
substance related

1st. To the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Commer—
cial and Territorial rights, ¢laimed in virtue of their
charter of 1670, whereby they pretended to convey

117,000 square miles of country, (which included the
Red River) to Lord Selkirk.

. 2d. His Lordship’s. pretended right in virtue of
that conveyance, and

3d The procedure of himself and ageats, by him
called govemors, consequent upon such conve yance. ‘

The question of commercial monopely has been
disposed of by the fact of the non-renewal of the act
' ' of



46

of parliament which confirmed their charter only for
seven years, and thencefrom that monopoly legally.
ceased

The question of territorial right, either in the Hud-
son’s Bay Company or his Lerdship, to the Red Ri-
ver country, is completely negatived and’ set at rest,
by the authorities I have produced, and by those no-
ticed in the able remarks of @ Commozer and a Briton,
and of Vindex, to both of whom I am unknown, and
of each of whom I am in like manner ignorant ; but
when truth is the object of research, there will neces-
sarily be, without a communicatien of 1deas, a great
comc:dence of sentiment. - '

B £ evmently appeara from what they and T have
wmten, that the king of Great Britain never had, or
pretended to have 2 right to the Red River, prior 0
the treaty of peace of 1763. That therefore no title
:hefctg-was, or could be conveyed to the Hudson’s Bay
Company by their charter of 1670,  nor by any pos-
°amhty coulda legal grant of it be by them made to
Lord Selkirk, as the charter contained a positive ex-
ception of all countries possessed by the subjects of any
foreign Christian Prirce or State; that in conse-
quence their and his appointment of governors of the
Red River Country was illegal ; that such geovernors,

‘even if they had had a legal territory to govern, ne-

“ver had the legal requisites for such an appointment ;
ard finally if they had possessedsuch requlsztes, they
never qualified themselves for the discharge of the du-
ties of the office, by takmg the necessary oaths.

‘ Having .
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* Having irrefraggbly established the complete in-
competency.of the mock governor, Miles McDounnell,
I have to add that thelike attached to the mock Go-
nernor in chief Robert Semple, in respect to his ha-

ving no legal territory to  govern, and to his  never -

having been allowed-or approved of by his Majesty ;
as.also of bis nev takfng.tnc oaths of office, to which

however, his religion - was no 1mped1'nent, as I be-
" lieve he was.a Protestant, .

Ihave also to add, that any title pretended to be
derivable from the circumstance of the Hudson’s Bay
Company being. mentioned in acts of Parliament,
Proclamations, or. Freatiss, is.rendered nugatory 'fromﬂ.

this consideration, ‘that nothing is therein said, either

in confirmation or abolition of their Charter, nor is
there one word explanatory of its territorial limits 3 5
so that the whole remains unaltered upen its origin-
al foundaticn, the ¢ame asif such acts, proclama«
tions, or ,t:eatiés kad never existed, -

Thus vanishes into air, Lord Selkirk’s bigh sound-
ing pretensions io the Red River sovereignty and rights
of soil ;~—~With these mugt go his accusations of high
treason, &c. founded upon his alledged title :~And
_he now appears in' his true character of an usurper of
the lands of the Natives, not on'y without title or
purchase, but against the king’s positive prohibition

by proclamation in 1763.—~And also as a fell tyrant, :

presuming upon impunity, from his personal rank,
for the oppressxons exercised against his inferiors.
And thus the acts of himself and the mock governors,

instead

i
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instead of being as his advocates would wish to have
them believed, fere venal trespasses, are real acts of
pillage and rcbbery, in justification of which, he has
nct ene inch uf legal ground to stand "upen.

1 defy Manlius, and his colleagues, to overturn
what T have established, and in‘the mean time, ‘T cal
upon them to state, at what time the appointmentsfas’
governorsjof Mr. Semple and Mr. Miles McDonnell,
were confirmed by his Majesty.~—~And where, and by
foom,ft};e vatlis, enjoined by common and statute
taw, to be taken by governors of coionies and planta-’
tions, were administered to them, if they will against
evidence persist in calling them governors. ‘These are
kome.questions, and not to be got rid of or answered
by well-rounded pericds, and commen place forensic
assertions and negations, -

My readers must forgive me for recurring to the
saree subject, because the most material part of the
real merits of the matters in dispute between Lord
-Setkirk and the North West Company, rest upon
the validity or invaiidity of the territorial grant to his
Lordship, and of the appointments of the aforesaid
mock governors, with the legality or illegality of their

conduct at the Red River in forcibly seizing and pil-
laging property there, belongmg to the North Wese
~ Company.

I now proceed to ‘give a short history of his
‘Lord%h,p s ‘colonizing and trafﬁckmg projects, which
have beécn the source of sc much inditidual® distress
’ and



49

and public discussion, first premising, how super-

latively. sordid must be the avarice of that man,

who could descend from the high rank of a Peer, to

endeavour to take the bread out of the mouths of a
thousand, who had no other depefldance but their ine _
dustry. And who cculd deliberately throw into this

community, to serve his private views,. the firebrand of
disunien, discord, and personal animosity, which may

out-iive his existence.

Many years ago, he came to Canada, through the
United States, which he probably visited as Aaglican-
ussays, in order to find out an asylem, in ¢ precarious
¢ #7mes,”’ to retire to, in case of need: for at that pe-
riod the democrats asserted that Great Britain was
going to ruin, Or more probably he came through
those States to be initiated in the mysteries of Iand
jobbing, and making of land pzt‘cbes. '

Upon arrival at Montrezal, he was more than well
received, and treated by all engaged in the Indian
trade, from whom he sought and obtained information
about it, and especially that of the North West,

Every one readily supplied the whole extent of the
information he possessed, with that unbounded con-
fidence,which a request from a Peer of the realm, and
a Legislater, in respect to commercial subjects, natu-
rally inspired ; for none could have dreamt that all
would be carefully and treacherously treasured up, to
be applied,at a future day,to his own advantage, and
the destruction of the means of livelihood of the in-
formants, ) )

G : . He
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He then learnt, wrthout reservatxon, the strong and
the weak points of the North Westtrade, in respect to
competition with the Hudson’s Bay Company : and
oni his return to Great Britain, set about mak ing his
discoveriés available fo ‘his private interest, which is
" the polar star of all his projects. Accordingly, he and
his friends purzhased Hudson’s Bay stock tosuch an -
extent, as to acquire the virtual, if not seal manage--
ment of their concens, as he “flatfered them with the’
hope,.if not certainty, of his being able completely to
put-down their competitors of the North West.

Having found that the Red River country furnished’
the wild animals from which the subsistence of the’
North West canoe-men, to and from the interior, was
chiefly denved he consequently considered, that if he
could contrive a specnous pretext for seizing that coun<
try, he could in due time exclude the North West
Company from it, and the loss of their general trade
must follow. Hence the origin of the system which
has since been so pertinaciously prosecuted.’

Having in his youth, studied some law, he was fer-
tile in expedients, if not chicanery, and hit upon that
of getting the Hudson’s Bay Company, to give hima
gratuitovs grant of 117,000 square’ miles of country,
which however was no great effort- of generosity in
those to whom it never belonged. . Mightily pleased
with a project, that was to transfer to them the whole
of the Nlorth West trade, they did not enquire rigidly
into their capacity to grant, as bis Lordship, doubtless

- said, ar'ccrdmg to his preqent favorite maxim, ‘when
want
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want oflcaal authority isurged to him against any.
measure, ¢ Jwill take the. respo;zszhizty upon myself.’”
His Majesty’s ministers had their hands too full ofo-
ther more importaut concerns, 1o trouble thcmcel.ves )
with makmg enquiry intothe merits of this bare faced
juggle; for such aknack has-his Losdship at decepuon,
that- he actually persuaded_them to furnish him wnh
cannon, small arms, and ammunition, - durmg the ]are
war, upon the pretext of defending the Hadson’s Baj
people (forone part of his project was to furms‘x ser-
vaats to the Hudson’s Bay Conipany) against the A-
mericans, altho’ his Lordship well knew, that gener-
ally speaking, there was not'an American in arms

_within two thousand miles of the Red Rlver, or newr-
erto it at any time during the war, ‘than - those who
afterwards under General Hull, made free Wlth his
Lordshxp s sheep at Baldoon, many of whxch the
North West Company were .instrumental in recover-
ing for him. Or those Amencans who at Ste. ‘Ma.
xy’s destroyed the property of that company out of re-
venge for their active assistance to Government on, all
occasions whilst the war lasted,

- Miles McDonnell was appointed by his Lordship to

govern the first colonists who arrived at the Red River
in summer 1812, soill provided, that had it not been
for assistance in  provisions and otherwise, the en-
suing winter, afforded by the North West Conipany’s
people, they would have starved., ‘This nickramed
‘Governor was so sensible of this that he wrote a letter
of thanks, wherein " he stated that his people had ex-~
perienced more kindness from the servants of the
&2 North
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'Nbrt‘h"Wes&t than of the Hudson’s Bay Comgany.
He loudly pretended a strict' neutrality  between the
two concerns, and that there was no intention of med-
diidg with the trade of either. . ’

“This lalled the North West people into a fatal se-
curity. " Little did they suspect' whom -they had to
deal with, or the extent of his views ; for this wor-
thy disciple of his Lordly master, of course, in confor-
mity to instructions, acted exactly the part of the .
Snake and the Husbandman ; for after being warmed
into life, by the indiscreet humanity of the North
West partners, clerks, 2nd people, he began to un-
fold himselfin Spring, and by degrees as he felt more
independent of their 2id, instead of the style of a sup~
plicant and friend, assumed thatof a haughty master,
taking the pame of governor, and requiring every -
thing to be first brought to him for refusal; as the
representative of Lord Selkirk, who as the landlord of
the country, he said,had a right to the whole produce
of tbe soil. This began to open ‘the eyes of all,
whether traders, Indians, or haif-breeds, still how-
ever they temporized, althe’ a breath at that time, in
the way of advice, would have dissipated the treack-
erous intruders,

I say, forbearance after that became weakness, and
encouraged the insnlts and injusiice afterwards expe-
rienceds ' '

> i

1 would have " held openly. this Janguage, which
could be justified in the sight of Ged and my ceuntry.

¢ Natives



« Natives and proprietors of this soil,—you see that
¢ 2 band of intruders have arrived .{who- but : for -you
¢ and us would have starved) not to trade” and- admi=
< nister to your wants by a fair exchange, but to-des
¢ prive you of that soil (without giving you even any
¢ consideration for it) whereon you -drew your; first
¢ breath, and wherein lye the bones:of your ancestors.
¢ Beware how you admitinto your country, 2 land
¢ jobber, or‘a'cultivator of the soil ;. or you. are un.
¢ done; as an independent people.  Look at whathas
¢ happened amongst other nations.of Indians, by‘a si-
¢'milar proceeding of the Americans, *They drive the
¢ nations from place to place, after seizing theirlands
¢ in succession, untilthey become wanderers withéut.a

‘S country of their own to hunt in, unless out.of pity.to
¢ their helpless state, some other Indians igive’ them
¢the useof a part of their hunting grounds, which in
&time ;share alike fate. T his practxce, my fuends, '
¢is far different from that of your Great Father, the
¢ King, who sancticns no injustice against his red
s.children; He has expressly prohibited your coun-
¢ try from being encroached upon by colonization,
¢ and has never asked you to cede it to him, nor has a-
¢ ny other the right to purchase it. The man who
¢ sends these people tc commence a system of spolia-
¢ tion, is an impostor, who acts in direct opposition to
¢ your Great Father’s injunctions, asexpressed in his
¢ proclamation of 1763. Therefore send one and all
¢ who are nos traders out of your country, but in so
¢ doing, show humanity to those people,who are the
¢ dupes of the great criminal, in this business, who is
¢ not here. Do them no bodily injury, but warn

i ¢ them
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¢ them agamst returning, else, they will instead of
¢.dupes, become principals in the attempt to. deceive )
¢ your Great Father, aud to rob you of your hunting

¢ groundsand country.’

- Instead of holding this language, however, they
still continued to suffer, until the mieasure of arrogant
outrage being full, (as will appear hereafter) Miles,
and his mock :sheriff; were- apprehended, - and sent -
down in 1813, to answer for their. crimes before -the
legal tribunal, when the majority of the colonists dis-
~contented and in despair from Miles’s tyranny,  and
the deceptions and hardsbips they had: been subjected
to, determined to. emancipate themselves from Red Ri-
ver slavery, and many cameto Canada, nodoubt aided
in pomt of conveyance by the North West Company.

o MER.CATQR.
Montreal, 30th Oct. 1816, '

For



. MR,.GRAY,

In my last I mentloned wha.t 1 would have sald to,
the Red szuer Natwes, had I witnessed the lawless‘
proceedmgs of Lord Selklrk’s agents and colonial in- .
truders ; in whlch I WOu]d have been justified, unless
the pretended sovezrelgn, but real tyrant of that River,
possesses (as his actions mdlcate) the rlght of setting a-
side natural as well as muncipal law ;. for by the. oné,
I should bave appealed #o their a&or:gmal_ rights, and
by the other 7o the law of the land, which gave birth
to those agents and intruders. :

The law of nafure gave those natives the right’to
defend their persons and territory against lawless ag~
gression, .-The law and practice of Great Britain en-
- abled them also, of right, tosay to that self degraded
‘Peer, produce to us the authority of your Severeignand
our Fatb o7y for this claim you muxe upon our- lands,
to. which we have never given consent., With you we
have nothing io do in respect to our soil. Go hence, or
abide the-consequences. Qur rivers being navigable,
are to us, what highways are in your country. No

- man
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man has a right to shut them up by his own authority
to serve his private interest. Nor have you or any
of your underlings, a right to prescribe to us with
whom we, a free and independent people , shall trade or
how we shall hunt. If any of us from an excess of
forbearance, and a desire to avoid extremities (finding
you have interdicted our intercourse with our old
friends, by the.direct path, in planting-great: guns
upon the banks of our river and highway) snould at a-
_ny time make a circuit, do net suppose it swill pro-
ceed from cowardice, or from any doubt of our rights ;
for be assured, that if your people attempt to coerce
usmto submission to your lawless dlctates, we shall
reszst and then not upen usy but upon you, as the aggres-
sor, ‘must rest the ‘blozd which may be shed. The
conflict which ensued in _consequence of the liwless
and arrogant conduct of Mr. Semple, in attacking a
number of people,’ making a, circuit round his Fort,
to avmd colhswn, 1 have alreadv destribed.

T have called his Lordship’s colonists dupes ; and
well I might | but after the abie exposure by Dr.
Strachan of his deceptions regarding them, it would
be a work ot supererogation to recapitulate ‘them
here. Imu<t, however, observe-that in point of puff
and conceaiment of facts (for both are strong ingre-
dicnts) his Lordship’s prospectus for the Red River
settlement (which may bein the mcon, from what is
said in tze body of it) exceeds any thing ever publish-
ed by those Quacks’ of mnotorious memory, Doctors,
Brodum and Solomon. For instance, his Lordship
says, © a tract of land of sowe mitlions of acres in point

¢ of
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% of soil and climate inferior to none of equal extent in .
¢ British America, is now to be dnpcsed of, and will.
¢ be sold extreme! y cheap, en accnunt of its muauun,‘.
¢ which is-remote* (so is the ’noon) ¢ from the pre-

¢.sent settlemfnt. ‘If-a tract of the saine "extent and
¢ fertility were offered for sale in Low er Canada and‘
¢ Ncva Scotia, purchasers” (if lunatic.) ¢ would be ea‘-' '
¢ ger to cbtain it at aa handred (? two hundred
¢ theusand guineas, and atthat nrlce would make an
¢ amplt. profit in the course of & tew yg_rs by reta:lmg
it” (at his ca’cuianop) X, ¢ again,

¢ As the lands in question (stil’ nota word about
«¢ the actual situation) possess imporiant narurci ad-
¢ vantages, over any which now remain un ccugied /
¢ in Nova Scotia and the adjacent. 'cclohiés," (what
colonies does Le mean —those zdjacent_ to the ‘Red
River, or to Nova Scetia.  This eqmvo'é is nct the
result of accident, for this ¢alculating Loid never
:acts without previvus design), ¢ it cansiot be deemed
¢¢ unreascnable if the settiers in general are charged
¢ for their lands at the lowest rates, which they would
¢ pay 1n these provinces ”’  Also, ¢¢ ths lewest price
¢ of land in the maritime colonies, when sold to ac-
¢ tual settlers, is ten shillings per acre, if seld 5 or if
¢¢ leased in perpetuity, one shilling per acre per an-
“ pum.”’

Now this is false, for in Lower Canada, which is
‘'surely 2 maritime coiony, land can be had at at :s 3d
per acre, if sold by the Sheriff, or at 25 6d by private
.Bargain, if uncultivated. And it leased in perpetuity,

H : i_g
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_ 1t can be had ata fourth or perhaps a tenth of what

 his Lordshxp exacts at the Red River, where his rent
tariff is in wheat. His goodness, and indulgence al-
so is such, that the arrears which may fall dife to him,
go on accumulating with interest—for his cardinal
maximis, to get his Tenants in debt, to make them in-
dustricus, and then fo keep them so, as independence
would make them unsteady and saucy. Another fa=
vorite maxim of hisis, to become the depositary of
their spare cash, which in order to keep more surely
for their future benefit, his agents never had leisure to-
render any account of,

But the best of the joke for the Noble Projector is,
that the 100,000 or 200,000 guineas worth of lands
he speaks of in. his prospectus, cost him nothing ; and
therefore, if he seriously believes, or wishes others to
belicve them worth one or the other sum;, (for a dif-
ferenceof 100,000 gu}neas in his ideas, is as'a drop in
the bucket ) must have humbugged his grantors, the
Hudson’s Bay Company, and concealed from them the
great secret that he now reveals to these dupes, viz.
that the amount of the profits which may arise, seems to
baffle imagination, for his Lordship having come
through the States, probably learnt what a Yankee quit
claim means, viz.a trap laid by two land jobbers or
juggiers, when they have no title to. give the appearance
of omey t0 cheat some ignorant third party.

Ashis Lord +hip’s Parad' se was to be sold ¢¢ :xtreme-

Yy cheap, on account of its situation, which is remote from
ti;e present setllements, why did not he at once honestly
and
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and candidly say, that the lands were at the Red River,
above 600 miles distant from Hudson’s Bay, by wh:ch .
alone they could be approached frém, or- ‘baye an out-
Iet to the - sea;. through British territory. That such
606 miles were through shallow and Qange:o'zs rapids,
with numerous dragging and carrying placés. That
such bay isopen barely six weeks in the year, for ex-
ternal navigation. That the lands are 1500 miles dis.
tant from any partof a British province, at present
settled, "or susceptible of settiement. ‘That the
intermediate space is occupied by  Indians. That the
soil of the Red River Iands belongs to Indians, and
not to the ncble Lord ; as also, that the king not only
did not recognize, but prohibited the settlement of
Iands niot ceded to him by the natives ; and that the ex-
pence of transport from this land.-of-promise to Great
Britain, or to Canada; would cxceed the worth of the
agricultural produce ; and finally, .that his Lordship’s
Red River sovereignty, had no real agricultural  out-
let, even in prospect, but by the river M:ssxssnpl, B}
through the United States, the government of which’
claimed much, if not all, of bis Lord:bzp s new Canaan,
and by possibility might obtain it ; conseqc.ently, the
colonists would in, one shape or other become lost
to their country, for the purpose probably of enabling
this noble cosmopolite 0 hedge and establish in future
<¢ precarious. times,” a place of refuge, or an asylum for

bim:![_f

Had such been fairly explained, his Lordship would
have been 'blameless as to his colonists, although 3rill
unjust to the natives. 4s it is, his present conduct is
deserving of reprobation in every sense. By what.

' = fatality
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fatality is it, that those philanthropists, par profession,

such as Mr. Wilberforce, have never opened their eyes

_ to, or voices against I :dian oppre-sion, whether of na<

tive or American growth -~ Why run to Africa only

in search ot adventures, when they had so lordly
‘an oppressor nearer home ? ] Very possibly his Lord.

shxp is a speculative member of the society for erhanci-
pation of the blacks, whilst he is a practical*torment—~
or and enslaver of whitesand' reds. Such incongrui-

ties however are not uncommon, :

“Manlius says‘,',that one of his Lordship’s objects in
COlonfzation, was to introduce the English laws i’n'to
the North West, and in proof of his sincerity; we
find that at Red River, in the Indian territory, he be-
gan by vmla*mc the first law of nature, that of: self-
prpservatlon,for by the code of this King Tom, it seems
that no'man, when attacked in’ person or property,
“ought to defend either ; 2nd that ‘his colonists, although
'leapped by the false representauors of himself or
‘ageme, had (like® négroe slaves) no right to change
their masters, as probablv partof his code was borrow-
ed from Russia, where' the boor, goes with the soil

~ For once, at the Red River, his worthy deputies,
"Milesand Archibald McDonnell, laughed at them,
“and in derision, said, you ‘may as ‘well attempt to scale the
Moin, as to escape from hence which translated into
plain E ‘glish, means, from his Lardship’s calonial bourne
no traveller, in the shape of a settler, shall ever re-
turn. Louk, say they, af the cannon we have planted
10 stop your egress, and then be wise, and suffer in si-
lences ’ , e
- After
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After this,.can:it be -wondered -at, -'thét"théh bora
with British feelfings, should revolt-at such-ty ranmcal-'
insult .and injustice, .and:.detérmine to emanc:pate
themselves, by throwing:the -engines of theii “oppres-
‘sicn: into ariver,or lake, for Qught I kaow, - Could’a
free negro, kidnapped-into a; situation, of . slavery, be
blamed for.dving the like with: his pretended . master’s
thumb scre'wsﬁand neck yokes: And yet thisi is'the o=
vert act by which the ¢rimes of: bigh “treascn . and. fee
lony (of which many are a,:cused;;;by ~ King ;“T'om)
are to be established, as having been committed with-~

-in his sovereignty ; for I d not believe .itis even. se-
riously alledged, thatany. of the accused meddled with
any thing, but the arms employed to enforce a conti-\
nuation of their subjugation, under hardsmps and pri- ‘
vations extreme, . R e

’Fhe aﬂeged crime of ,murder is to be supported out
of the fact, that his Lordship’s. people- fired upon.a
number of persons, (whether whites, reds, or halfe
breeds, -is immaterial to the question of law .or nghty
who studiously endeavored. to avoid them,; but when
pursued and attacked, returned the ﬁre.

Another proofof his Lerdship’s wish to intrp;i@xgg_Ef_x—
.«‘r}ishlaws into.the Nurth West, is an instruction given

by bim,.or by his suggestion, to the mock Guvemors, ‘
when.a number of Irishmen were sent out to Hud-
son’s Bay ; which instructions directed thcm to order
that a free usc of the shilellas sh uid be made in all
their intercourse with the people of the Nurth West
Company. T his was attemptcd to be put in practice
at
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at the English river, by seeking a cause of quarret to
‘try‘the effect of his'Lordhip’s experiment.” " But fhe’
pesple employed in making it having been’ foiled by 2
sturdy *Nortlh West Clerky and a' handful"of honest
Canadians, who wou!d:fiot quietly submit to the in-
tended: robbery, théy went back to ‘Mr.: House; the
Hudson’s Bay Clerk, (I beg his pardon, perhaps Gov:
ernor House) to get fresh-instructions. ~ Being in con-
sequence reinforced with a good dose of whiskey, and
an-Indian fuzil each," he sent them back to the charge,
when anothet ineffectual attempt ensued, and a Mr:
Johnson, the leader of the Hudson’s Bay band, with
twoor three others, one of whom,a-Canadian in the ~
‘employ of the North West Company, lost their lives,
" supposed by the Hudson’s Bay people, in the scuffie,
‘confusion, and intermixture of both parties ; for the
North West Clerk, Mr. Black, behaved witha cool-
ness almost unexampled, and preseived- his lifé by
‘moving round with agility, and presenting-his pistols
‘wherever-he saw-a fuzil pointed at him, but reserving
his fire’; and his people used the butt'énds and barrels
of their pieces against their assailants’ heads, without
discharging them. - Neéxt day Mr. House was so con-
scious ot his people being the aggressors, that he
" wrote to'Mr. Black the North West-Clerk, a whin-
ing apology for their conduct, and (poor Johnson be-
ing no more) pretending they had-acted contrary to
orders. -His Lerdship has been quite silent dbout this
“Shilellah expenment. :
Another proof of his great respect for English law,
. is, that he first lays hold of property not kis.own, and

then
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then searches for a pretext-to retain i, Whrch he pro-
bably learnt at Jedburg, near the place of his natwaty, :
where the ancient practice was said to have prevailed
some -centuries ago, of hanging a man first, for the
sake of saving time, and 1rymg bim afterwards at leiw
sure,

This was in the language of those lawless days, cal-
led Feddart Fustice. 1.wonder that Manlius, instead
of attempting to justify the rohbery at Fort William,
as a mere zfﬂ!poréry detention of preperty, did net hit
upon its being a forced Loan, in the Bonaparte stile, as
his Lordship’s finances probably get low,

Thus the precedents for his Lordship’s Red River
Code, are from any where, and every where, but En-~
gland. Indeed his regard for English Laws (as exem--
plified in his practice) resembles nothing so-much as
Bonaparte’s ci-devant iove jfor the Americans. 1t is
high time to revert 4o the proceedings of his Lordship’s
Satejlites at Red River. ‘

Miles, during winter 1812—13 being there first, -
was (as before ‘mentioned) ‘with bimself and set-
tlers, keptfrom starving by North West humanity.
He was then as meek as a lamb of the breed of Kirke’ s,
in james ths 2d’s time) but next spring be began to
to show the cloven foot, by as:uming the title of a
governor, andrequiring the pre-emption of all produce
of his great Lord’s lands, whether caught by the na-
tive L.ords of the soil, or raised by the intruders. -

In
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In winter 181314, the,cclony had had an accession
of strength. by families.who landed at Churchill.Fort
the seasen before, to late to get on by Wéte:,; 'eﬁn, ta
YorkFort. They were in astate even more 4m1§e-
rable than those of the: qu;t,ne.r year. :
Iﬁ that winter, intelligence reached Red;River', that
the Americans had taken our fleet upon Luke Erie, as
alsc Detrcit in Sept. 1813 5 consequemly as the North
- West Company s rescurces in provisionsor supplies
from that quss rter, wov!d next spring’ probably becut
off, this was the nme to strike the ﬁmsbmg blew against
that Cmmpanv tvade, accordmg to” his Lordship’s
plan and instructions. From this moment the veil
was laid aside. The North West ClerLs were ate
temoted to be inveigled from the'intere t of their e.n-
ployers, by repres:ntmg thum as ruined, by the war,
which succeeded wnth a wretch named ?ntchard
whose life was saved by the exertions of a North
West engagé, inthe conflict of june 1816 Miles
held out tothe Nornh West men, that resistance to
his power was useless, as on ‘account ¢f the war in
Carada, they need expect no aid or relief,

.Hé 1aid hold of provisions sending to the Nortk West
Posts. He threatened the pour ignorant servants of that
Company, and made some of..them swear *- emain
inactive i any contest which might occur, and others
he swore todivuige, where their employers’ property
had been secreted from his grasp.  Atorne time he de-
nied his dependence upon the government of Canada,
at-another he summoned the North West Company’s
people before him, as a Magistrate of the Indian ter-

ritory
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ritory,appointed in Canada, just as suited his caprice,
orhis purposé. Atother times, he woull threat n to.
condemn and put to death. any onewho =hou}d resist
hzs ‘authority.. .
In January 1814, he issued'his’ famous or infamous
Proclamation for an Embargo of provnatons. In May,
he notified all the North West people to abandon
their trading posts and _his Lordsmp s territory. In
spring 18*4, he erected batteries on tne ‘Red River,
and fired upon, end brought too briats and canoes of the
Nerth West Company,and took out of them the pro-
. perty they Comamed which he secured in his’ Lord-
ship’sstores. At length Miles, i in the p]emtude of his
power, and ¢ hour of his extreme insolence,’ > appoint-
" edone Spencer, a Hudson’s Bay Clerk, tobe a mock-
Sheriff, and issued a_warrant authorizing and cothe
‘manding him to seize the North West Post at the ri-
ver La Snurie, where a large supply of provisions’ ‘had
beencollected, This he did by an armed force, first
cutting down the pickets, and then. sexzmg the whole
of the provisions so collected, which 'were carried” off
for the use of the colomists, Part were afterwards
given back, when a superior force of North West
people arrived at Lake Winipeg, who depended upon
them for subsistence, and wonld not have submitted to
starvation, but this partial restoration docs not alter
the camplﬂx.on of the case, or excuse the original rob-
bery ; it is however 2 manifest proof of the forbearance
of the North West Company, for nozhmg short of a
restirution of the whole should have satisfied them.
‘The not firing upon the mock Sheriff’s party when cat-
i x . ting
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ting down the pickets, would bé anothér proof of ex-

treme forbeararce, were it not, that when' the -honest

Canadianz inside, called for arms to defend the pro-

perty of their employers, the traitor Pritchard. (pre-

viously gained over) handed them fusils without ame

munition. This fellow afterWards went off from

Montreal into Lord Selkirk’s service, after many pre-
vious piotestations of fidelity and attachment 1o his

former employers. o

Mnlcs McDonanell’s conduct thus becommg SO outra-
ceously insupportabie from Fepeated robberles, war-
rants were issued for the arrest of his Sheriff and of
himself, who were both brought down to Montreal,
the year followiag, to stand trial for their felonies ; but
his Lordship, with his accustomed contempt of thc jaw
of the land, took them up to Fort William last sprmg,
and has kept them there, or sent them into the mtenop
in his service, altho’ under recocmzances toappearat
the cmmnal term here in Septembcr last, -

. _ MERCATOR.
Montreal, 7th November, 1816.

} " FOR



¥or the Montreal Herald.

MR. GRAY, -

My Tast communication closed with the feats of the ‘
-impostor governor Miles and his sheriff, and their
consequent arrest, and conveyance to Lawer Canada,
to answer for.their crimes, [ asserted at the outzety
_that Lord Selkirk—his pretended governors——agents,
and people, were on all occasions the aggressors-against
.the N. W. Companv, besides his being totall y devoid of
‘legal righttotheterritory usurped by him;and the truth
of thisassertion,and that want of legal right have been
established in a manner.md‘sputable 5 nor has any ses
rious answer, or documert been produced in support
of his Lordship’s usurpation,. or of his colenists being
meddled with, anterior to his own and their violent
aggressions,——For in winter 1812-13, Miles and his
- people were kept from starving by the Nurth West
Company’s peoples In winter 1813-14, he basely at-
tacked his benefactors by proclamation, by captere of
their forts, otherswwise trading posts, or factories, and
plundering them of provisions ; and in Spring 1814,
by notifying all thc North Wost traders to quit their
12 : PCst3,
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posts, and depart from hls Lordshlps usurped ter-
ritory.

All these facislet it be' remembered, (and it is a
most decisive one in confutation of the p lan alledged
to have been concerted against his Lordship’s colony)
ook place above two years before the pretended col-
' ‘ony was broken up by 'the act of the colonists .them-

selves, impatient at the slavery and privations they
underwent, under his Lordship’s gross deceptions ;
but I again contend, that it was no colony, and never
‘had any legal attribute to constitute it one,

In 1815, Miles and his sneriff, (the latter some-
what earlier in the year) were sent down for trial, In
Cctober 1815, Colin Robertson appeared on the stage,
and arresting Duncan Cameron at Red River, withor
‘without a warrant, soon set him at liberty ; but in
March 1816, the same Robertson and Mr. Semple,
" another new actor nicknamed governor in chief, sur-
" prised Cameron’s post a second time, arrested and

kept him prisorer, turned the North West people out

of the fort—=laid hold of all the merchandize, provi-
- sions ard furs; it contained, to alarge amount ; ana
about, same tinie, played the same game at”another
North West post in that country. The principal
post after beingso surprised, taken and pinndered, fhey
demolished, and carried off the materials to strength~
en Fort Douglas, ’

;;5__/
bout, same time, {Marea, 1816) after’taking
the posts, ceized the Nerth West express, withs all

the



the. letters from the interior, ‘which they opened and
ead, and kept such part as their caprice: dictated,
‘pretending according to-the jeddart Code, -that they

- had thereby got proof to authorise the act, whnch they
had- prevxously -committed..

+

They then intiraated without disguise, the deter-
‘mination to blockade Alexander McDonnell’s post of
. Qu’appelle, (after first endeavouring to surprise it and'

kidnap him) and also-to cut off his communication
- with lake Winipeg in Spring 1516, so as to" starve
- 500 of the North-West Company’s people, who an-

nually pass there in June, An armed vessel prepared

by Holt, the Swedish renegado, was to co-operate, and
- strike a blow to. resound from Athabaska to Montrea]
 as before mentioneds

In May 1816, when the Red River opened, Robert-
- son went off with g0 plundered packs- and the other
« booty to Hudson’s Bay, to make su.c ur that spoil, be.
fore it could be retaken, The Brulés seeing this, and
.- not before, (although the robberies of - Robertson and
-~ Semple were in March preceding) laid hold ef the
. packs, (which were worthless in comparison of value
- - to those taken by Robertson) so ostentatiously ‘spoken
- -of by Manlius, as being found at Fort William, under
- a distinct mark, as if their original . seizure had pre-.
ceded the capture of the North West posts and packs.

- After all these preparatory overt-acts of agoressmn
- and robbery, which conveyed admonitions of the in-

- tended sequel, not to be mistaken, was Alexander
' McDounell ~



‘McDonne! tosit with hisarms .acfoss, :and. patiently
wait until the knife.of the noble bandit’s .myrmidons,
should be put tohis own throat ! and .also until goo
of the people of his concern, should. insystematic-con-
formity to that'sequel, undergo a regular and absolute
starvation, and all the returns of the year from the in-
terior be carried off to :'HudSOn’s,Baye,asﬁnt'cm_led ? or
was.hé to use the means which the laws cf God and
his:Country authorised .him to resost to, forthe pre-
servation.of the lives. and property confidedto his care,
.or.Hependent upon his decision at-sucha crisis. ! In
my mind, his only blame is too much delay and forbear-
ance, for asthe aggressionof Lord Selkirk’s Worthy
-Lieutenants, began'in October, and were afterwards
resumed in March with a hundred fold violence, not a
day should have been lost to apply céunteractio,:x.

Yet instead of ‘immediate retaliation, in the applica-

tion.of which, he would have been completely justifi
able, -he contented . himself with demanding by letter
-the restoration - of the forts, and property plundered.
‘This.produced a_paper. correspondence, ,which . does
him. credit, and lays ,opén the whole sol of Semple,
whe (asif inridicule by anticipation of Manliuys’s char-
acter.cf ,him)\act‘s the part of a bravo,:and talks:of his
' power to infiict signal ,\c,ha,stisem“en‘t,,‘_-lzaying -a force,,
whem he found.it very difficult to restrain, instéad, of
.requiring excitement,.0f, in other wourds so full were
they of fight.

This had noother effect (for- McDonnell was'not a
:man to be frightened by gasconade) than to€vince the
- NeCessity of locsing no further timein opening a communio

: cation

. -
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cationwith the N.Wum = expectéd at Lake Winipeg, Ac-
cordingly, to avoid collision, he resolved upon sending
an-escort: with some provisions by a circuitous route,
and he gave tliem positive orders (of which . the proof
is ample) to avoid the fort and: colony ‘as far as pos-
sible, ‘This was construed by Semple, and his valiant
men of war, into weakness, and he and they in con-
‘sequence; felt-bolder in the determination to prevent
all egress by.water or land with provisions ; because -
he Well knew that if this experiment succeeded, other
escorts would follow, and the starvation system be
rendered abortlve, as also the surrender .of the. whole
of the North West. packs from the interior, which
were tobe exacted ; or if refused, to.be delivered up,
were tobe. ]ald hold of by force ; for at all events the
seizure of thc_,paqks was to be effected, suzh being King
Tom’s royal will and pleasure, and such being the’
blow as above mentloned, which was to resound far -
and near. .

‘McDonnell erredin not going himself with all his
force'by the ucual water route, and if resisted, toop-
pose force;-and open the ' way. His error, however,
wason the:side of humanity, andis therefore praise-
worthy ,but sitch was lost upon those he had to deal
with, ; The party thus sent by the circuitous route,
were as before rrentioned, pursued and attacked, They
rightfully resisted, and Being vict:rious, are now
branded with the appella:ion . of murderers by Man-
lius, the advocate of a lordly usurper, tyrant,'and hirer
of cut-throats, who in his closet, in.cold bleod, plan-
ned the starvation to death of oo persons in the em-

ploy
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ploy of skt company, whose people ‘wereat that DiGw
mieat, from humanity, saving from a similar. dedth 8o
of his lordship’s wretched and starvmg Canad;ans,
whom he'is now employing, in as far as lic is able, to
destroy those who saved ‘their hves. :

The fact of aggression by Semple and his people,
eomlstmg of 28, agamst 26 Indians and brulés, (for
o more were in the action) is proved beyond duubt,
by direct testimony, and by circumstantial ev:dence,
if possible stronger. In addition to this, there is the
traitor Pritchard’s own testimony, who declared, in
the hearing of an officer of Meuron’s reglment, that
he-could not say, who fired first. This is conclusive in
itself, for if he'bad had the most slender behef that the
Brulés were the aggressors, no doubts‘upon the sub--
ject would have been expressed by such a characte‘r.—\-
And yet the hireling Manlius is so enraged at the fai-
lure of hisnoble client’s exterminating plans, that he
commits his moral and legal character to the winds;
and stakes them: upon the truth ot a most audacious
and atrocious assertion made by him, as he says,
s according to the relation of one of the persons con-
¢ cerned in the massacre, who isnow in prison in
¢« Montreai, McDonnell’s plan was first to make
¢ as many of the colonists prisoners as p_ossible,’ and
¢ then to drive the rest.into the fort—to encompass
¢« the fort after this should be done, and to shoot eve-
¢ ry person whao should leave it, either to  procure’
¢ water or obtain food.”” It would be too tedious to
go on with the quotation, but I assert that this and
she whole substance of Manlius’s last essay in the ‘He-

: rald



ald of the gth inst. ate wicked, malicious, ahd inteiis
txonal falsehoods, without other foundation” ‘hin ini'ihe
fertlle bram of the advocate who pronounced that sub-
stancein a speech at the time of ‘the discussionof the
writ of Habcas Corpus, in ‘Scptember last; upon the
guestion for bailing his Lordship’s prisoners|(which
_speech the orator modestly considered to be equial to
" Cicero’s oration against Verres) and is now borrowed
by Manlius for fresh stage effect (for which probably
the orator will not' thank him, as words and writing
differ most éssentially, because verba volent, sed scrip-
) .ia mauemf) to rise up in Judgement against the correct-
niess of the law oplmens therein supported by hlm,
‘Wlth this marked d:fference, however, that Governor
Miles has dlsappeared from the dramatis personz ; -
his dignity having been broken in upon L;” my unlucky
proof of his gnbernatorial incapacity, and consequent
imposture. ‘This omission augnrs at least some syp-
toms of shame, for arrogant and insupportable impce
" sitions upon the public, as'to Mr. Miles gpon-ail for-
mer occasions.  Alas, how are the mighty fallen! ! 1
" ‘The above assertion male by me, of the daring
falsehoods published by Manlius, is founded upon the
fact that the « 'person in prison” alluded to, never
said, or authorised to be said, what is so barefacedly
attempted to be palmed upon him; and that being in~
forrir_xéd of the infamous forgery, he has unequivocal-
ly disavowed and expressed his astonishment at it.
What is to be thought of suck men, and such a cause,
when such meap and desperate artxﬁces as these, 2rd |

such as follow, are resorted to, fortheir support.
X Snrely
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Surely good men. ina good cause, would abhor such
proceedmgs. )

The systematic arts and mlsrepreeematxons used,
3nd pains taken to deceive others by his Lordshlp,
and his advocates, hisdupes and minions, are past all
precedent, ina British country, and resemble only
~thase practised during the “French Re‘volatwn. The
clergy,. the nuns, and almost every person supposed .
o possess influence, and thereby-likely (if they em«
barked in the cause) to be able to prejudice the minds
of the ignorant’ multitude, have'been assailed by art..
ful tales, “told or written to them ; nay to such 2
pitch- has this been carried, thateven tavern keepers,
grog sellers, and pedlars, male-and female, have been
applied to, by one orjother high in bis lordship’s con-
fidence, or zealous in his cause, the names of some.
of whom, would astonish the world, -

- Notwithstanding all these intrigues, it is a triumph.
ant consolation to the North West Company, that so
little effect have they had upon the Voyageurs, who
‘know them by experience, that at any time they.can
hire ten to his' Lordship’s -one 3 and--the reason is,
that what they promise they perform ‘whereas when
bis day of payment comes, there. isalways some chz.
caie, Even this year, people -hired tor .him to go to
Kaministiquia, and return, were ‘kept all summer
prowling about the Lakes' Huron and Superior, or at
Fort William, at hard labour, and sent down. in the
fall without a sous additional allowance for the time
* they were kep* beyond -that implied by the spirit of
: their



their agreement, with'this pretended pattern of bus
manity and fair deaifing‘,‘ but of real' selfishness and
- ‘cupidity, '

~ The shooting story is so ridiculous as to carry with
it its own confutation. If Manlius was from Ireland,
i should consider it 2 bull, but }ts intentional mahg—
nacy proves it to be of different origin, for the natives
of that _cotintry being open and kind hearted; theix
‘bulls are witty, but harmless absurdities. -What man
in his senses Would give, or expect others to believe
'to be given, an order to drive people intoa fort, for
the p,izxjpose of shooting them afterwards, when they
might happen to come out. ‘Surely any man capable
of so doing, would make sure work, and begm by
-shooting. i
MeDonell’s countryman ,Kirpatr‘z"pk/ acted very difs
ferently with the fraitor Cummin, who betrayed bis
Severeign Robert Bruce, for on plunging the dagger
fnito the traitor, ‘he exclaimed, fmak sicker. I quote
-this to shew the absurdity of suppositig, that 4 man
interit on the death of his enemy, would postpone it,
when in his power, to an indefinite time,

‘But really, Manlius® mind has become $o perverted,
since he stept out of the legitimate and manly path of '
his professxon, to become a° Grub-street writer for -
hire, that he seems incapable of distingnishing right
from wrong, cause from effect ; whether an act done
now, may uot be justified by something to be done or
found‘ out hereafter 3 or whether all difficulties may

' K 2 . ’ nof -



76

mot be overcome, by this simple -declaration of - his~
lordly employer, accompanied by a.sardonic grin u-
pon his countenance, ¢/ will take tbe respom:b:ltty U

pan myself."

\

The shdoting story reminds me of a quack doctor,
(not a quack land-jobber) who sold to his gaping au~-
ditors powders to kill fleas.  One fellow had the im-
pudence to ask bim, how the powder was to be appli-
ed; the doctor replied, you have only to catch them, and
throw into thc‘irA eyes the least particle of the powder,
and there is an end of them. The tellow rejoined, why
Doctor, we might as well in that case kili the fleas
ourselves, without the aid of your powders. To this
the quack gravely answered, either way willdo 5 so
will, doubtless, Manlius say, if questioned about his
shooting story, whether the colonists had been shot bee
Jore they were driven into the fort, or after they came
accidentally out, it'could be demonstrable b} my. plan
of fabricated orders, to have been really to tbem the same
thing. . Who could get over such pithy reasoning
as this from the pen of Manlius. - :

Happily, however, the-fab:icated orders as alleged
by him to have been givez by McDonnell, zarry in-
trinsic evidence. of falschcod, for in o instance were
such complied with, Instead of the taking colonists
prisoners, and sending them to Portage des Prairies,
anddriving the restinto thefort, to be shotas apastime,
and-violating the females, we find the escort with provi.
sions-going quietly on, as far from-the fort and colony
as possible, and when.one or two colonists by accident

crossed
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-exessed their path, carying them down with them te
the intended place of encampment below, towards
Lake Winioeg, {to prevent intelligence of their route
being conveyed to the fort,) instead of sending them up
to Portage des Prairies. That in this harmless circuit,
not thinking of driving in the colonists, they: were fu-
riously pursued and attacked by Semple, as before mene
tioned, And finally that they neither shot, nor per-

' Sonally injured any but those who made the wanton
attack upon them - As to the violation of the females,
even Manlius speaks of it asa matter of a_pplreh.ension,
not of fact,  He probably bad in Lis. recollection
when coning that paragraph about rape, the story of
the old wémar_n who had a dismal tale mentioned to her
of the possible excesses in that way, which might en-
sue, if the besieged towsn in which she was, should be
taken by storm,

“Can any. person seriously believe the fabricated
'speech of Mr. McLeod. If there be such 2 one, I
shall not attempt to convert him ‘otherwise  than by 2
direct negative. I, however, cannot pass over the
base malignancy of the intention of the framers of it,
which is to lead their hearers or read:rs (it having
been both spoken and published by-one or othes of
them) into the belief that the clothing wassent as a re-
ward to the brulés for what they had done in the bat-
tle,~Now the fact is, that McLeod arrived there
some days. after it happened; and therefore without
the gift of inspiraticn, could not have prepared clothing
upon the presumptisn of an act, that arose out of Sem-
ple’s previous unprovoked aggression. - Clothing had
been
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been long annually sent forward. for these people, and
the other part afterwards found 2t Fort William, had
been also previously provided, and alike uncomxected,
wnth the unhappy event. :

.- Mr. McLeod certainly went with a party armed,
‘but as certainly did so, in consequence of the robbe-
ries perpetrated by Semple and Robertson in March,
and 1t being understood, that part of the plan waste
stop the provisions from Red River, and also to seize
the packs from the interior, that were in such case to
be sent to ‘Hudson’s Bay ; all which surely justified
_‘every possible precaution -to prevent the accomphsh-
mént of such nefarious purposes.

Really one'would suppose from the arrogance of his
Lordship, his advocates and satellites, that all his
opronents were to prostraté. themselves before him,
and become like worms to be trod upon, without the
right- or power of resistance ; and be crushed. to
geath like the people. who, in India, fall down
-betfere the idol of Jaggernaut,

Much is.said about exultation, afier the fate of -
thebattle 2t Red River wasknown, . Tt signs of satis.
faction were expressed at the defeat of the deep laid
. plan of his Lordship to starve to deatb 500 pecple, and
to seize and to carry cff 1200 valuable  packs of furs,
‘would it be eitberwonderful urieprehensible, especially
“when that defeat arose from the wickedness and folly
-of his Lordship’s people, in being the wanton aggres-
sors on the occanon. -But little did they dream,

that
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that the buccaneermg Lord had “also plinned to
pounce like a "tyger upon 600 of the best of those
packs, afterwards-at Fort Wllllam.
: N
Manhus, or his colleague, for I am uncerram
who is the author of the sentiment, . 8ays, “ could 2
¢¢ character so extravagantly, and daringly base, as
¢ to make without foundation, a statement like that
¢ which we have given,” (this is a proof -of joint
manufacturej ¢ be supposed to exist ? the supposition
¢ would be folly,” - After the ¢ relation” palmed
upon the person in prison without foundation, 1 shall
leave fo all honest men to judge upon whom fails the
baseness and folly of <o dving,  when that person can
§0 easnly be resorted to, and contradict the base fabn-
cation,

- Manlius also falsely asserts, that I first resorted to
the Press. His ‘memory is probably convenjently
treacherous, else he would recollect the elaborate es-
says of his lordly client, pnb xshed in the Herald, long
before 1 began, under the signature ' of his Cats-Paw
Archibald McDonald : forall do Archy the justice
tobelieve that ke is incapable of writing three senten
«ces tor the press ; as also that in those erudite essays,‘
sertain law opinions were introduced, by way of knock-
Jou-down arguments. W hereas the fact is, that I first
wrote murely to counteract those gpiniors, by publish-
ing others more correct and able, which I happened to
have accessto , ard a: th= time had no intention of
going further, had it notbeen for your base misrepre
sentations, which began with the assertion of a direct

Jalsehoady
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. falseboad, 'in which you were immediatély detected, and

- dared to the proof, but which you have sneaked from .
producing ; and whith have been tollowed up by you
with increased audacity and disregard of truth. Be
however assured of this, that your reputaticn has thereby
snﬂ'ered both in a moral and professional peint cf view,
alths’ at tir: outset you so arrogantly pmgnqsncated a
loss ‘of character to me, if I persisted, ; :

Hard run must you be for argument to produce as
a proof of the existence of his Lordsl‘up s colonial
rwhts, the act of the xmpenal parhament of .1 stb A-
pril 1813, which now lies before me, and in which the
words Colariy, or Borl of Selkirk, are not to be found 3
but I find these; € be it therefore enacted, that from
¢ and after the passing of this act, nothlng in the
¢ said recited act contained (4; George 3. chap 36)
¢ shail cxtend or be deemed or construed tc extend
<to any ship or vessel in the service of the Governor
¢ and company of adventuvers of England trading in- -
¢ to Hudson's Bay, provided such ship or ‘vessel shall
. not car*y more than twenty' passengers, besides the
¢ crew.” Tt ther gees on to prescribe regulaticns a-
“bout licences and otherwise ; 5 and then the succeed-
ing and last‘c:xause of the act concludes thus, ¢ and- up- -
¢ on such licence being granted, it <ball and may be
¢ Jawful for the said governor and company; to put
¢ on hoard such ship or vessel, and to convey therein
¢ such passengersto the settlements of the said gover-
¢ nor and compary, adjoining to Hudson’s Bay, with-
“ _out bemg subject to the regulations of the said reci-

< ted act.’
The
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. The allusion by you to this act is very mal 4" propos
for your cause, as the words adjoining to Hudson’s Bay
~ eompletely cut up by the roots his Lordsh iP's usurp-
ed claim of territory, which is clearly  very remote
therefrom, instead of so adjoining. Thus have you
furnisned an addition to the superaburdance of proof
aiready brought forward, of the nullny ‘of h;s Lord-
ship’s title, .

As you, Manlius, have deigned to answer a small
part of oi.e of the queries put to you by me, viz. that
the letterof Alexander MicDoaell, wiich you quoted
in a former commnunication was addre:sed ¢¢ t> a Bro-
ther-in-law of the Honorable William McGillivray.”
% ask you, good Sir, to go vn a litile farther, and make
the answei complete, by informing me fn,:m whom
you obtained it ; as also whether it was the oxjig‘inal
letter sent to the said brother-in.law, or a .copy or
rough draft of it, for I need hardly inform so profound
a lawyer as you, that it makes a most essential differ-
ence as to the weight of evidence deducible in such a
case. As you‘ doubtless read history, you will proba«
bly‘ recollect, that Mary, Queen of Scots, was cone
demned to death, and suffered it; upon a coaviction
mtade upon the testimony of pretended copies orydrafts. '
of letters of hers j and that such a procecding has been
branded by.all sound historians as no proof whatever,
But a mere colour for judicial murdes.

‘When in the humour of perfectng the above mens:
tioned answes, I request you will h ve the gocd:ess

alse.to publish. the answer you asserted tu hivc been
- glven
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given by the agents’of the North West Comgany,
wherein ¢ they observed, that Lord Selkirk, or the
¢¢ Hudson’s Bay Company might - feel interested in
¢¢ having thnose cliims finally settled ; but that the
« North West Company were not so interested, and
¢ thersfore the ﬁm qua non Was. madmlssnble.

 And further, you will be graciously pleased to in«
form the public, when Governors Semple and Mac-
Donell:were confirmed . by the King, and when and
where they were sworn in as Govemors 3 as alfo when
~ theé Indians ceded the Red River lands to His
Majesty, -or when his. Lordship obtained the Royal
licence for purchasing them ; and finally you will (if
‘you pleafe) give a goud reason why the Noble Peer
himself, a law maker, did not even out of humanity,
resort to the arm of the law, through ‘his Majesty’s
eourts, in support of his pretended rights, instead of
trusting to his own lawless arm to overwhelm those
who had been in possession by themselves or predeces-.
sors in business, of the country in contest, before he
had exmence. B

“T'hope you will excuse me for calling upon you a ses
cond time for such answers, because upon these.essen=
tial pomts, beirig satisfactorily establisned, may depend

- whether his Lotdshlp be not a premedttated robber.

" ‘The feats of the noble buccaneer, and his band,‘ 1
reserve for next week, which will close my commu-'
mcauons.

o } N MERCATOR. .
”Ménucal, 15th Nov. 1816. For
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For .the Montreal Herald.

—

MR. GRAY,

- Ip my last; 1 brought the allegations of ‘Lord Sel.
kirk, and his advocates to theé test “of dates, which are
stubborn faets vot to be overthrown, but which they
have studiously avoided noticing, well knowing zhey
-would; if knotun, be déstructive of their cause. Let
them deny those dates if they daré.—Such must, or
ought to convince all who honest]y look after the truth
—even Manlius, if he be of fhat descriptlon. ‘

It is high timeto proceed to that climax of free-
booting exhibited by 'his Lordship and assistants,
upon the stage at Fort William in Upper Canadz, -
Wwhere the Dramatis Personz supported theix ie_spéc’.
tive parts to admiration, and much to their own eorn-
fort and satisfaction ; being thereby enabled to live
and fatten in thie true Bonaparte style, upon the s‘poﬂ’s
- of the enemy, their own supplies being nezrly €Xe
hausted. :

The end, however, may preve more mgtczl ta some
L2 of
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of the actors, than they or their advocates are aware,
of, unless the British constitution be now an émpty
name, to be practically set ar -nought by any Peer,
who mazy have the hardibood to act as if it was a piece
of useless ‘trumpery ; and unless an Englishman’s
house may be entered by an armed ruffian band a-
gain.t ]aw, his property laid hold of, and kept, and
his servants tarned out (kimself being previously ar.
rested, and sent off by the warrant of an interested ac-
accuser) in contempt-and defiance of all the estabiish-
ed authorities of his country.

The great and sovereign, Lord of the dominion, co-
-lony, or territory of Assiniboia, alias Red River, yclep’d
"in common-parlance, Thos. Douglas, Earl of Selkirk,
‘hired aud paid a band of retainers to till land, or do.
any despe;aﬁe work that he might find occasion to. di-
rect, as by their notarial engagements, reference.
.thereunto being bad, will more fully appear ;. for be
it known, that these disciples of Bonaparte so hired,

are made to stipulate to serve as a tﬁilitia.

I krow cf no Englich precedent for such a stipu.

- lation, and it will be difficult for an Englishman to con.
ceive how a militiacan be composed of foreigners en-
gaged 2000 miles out of the country wherein they were:
to serve:; but =till more difficult to divine, how such &
bard can be legally applied, not to defence, but to' the
attack; pillage, and’ retention of the property of persons
situate 8oo miles from the country wherein they “were to
setile.  Yetsuch is the facr, that instead of waiting to
feack thdu eountry, they have been employed to attack
: the

1
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the persons and property of His Mafesty’s subjects at
Fort William, far without the bounds of his pretend-
ed-territory 3 for no other reason more legal, than
that their: Lor\i has so ordered it ; Just as his ances-
tors would have done: on the bordcrs, some centuries
ago, when the Feddart code was acted upon, with this
difference, . that in those days jthe retainers were of
native, sot of foreign growthe

His Lordship, strange to say, in the present day, -
has aciually so engaged and employed a band of 120
to 130 or more, chiefly foreign discharged soldiers,
many of them ci-devant deserters from Bonaparte’s
army, These ke officered; armed, and provided re-
gularly, with great guns, fuzils, and bayonets, am-
munition of all kinds, a furnace to heat shot, drums,
and bugles, and the King's uniform, &c. &c.

Before, or after being so equipped, he considered
ene thing material to his purpose wanting, It was
desirable to have a few really in the King’s servige,
and entitled to wear his uniform, to give the appear~
ance of governmental authority to his proceedings.—
Being an adept in the art of deception, of which I
have already given several instances 3 he applied fora
military party to protect his precicus person against
assassination by the Red River Indians (whom he was
conscious of having treated with extreme injustice, al-
though his minions would have it be believed, that
the Indians know so little of their rightsand interests,
as o be ready to die with grief, at being deprived of
‘their land despoiier ;) wnick wa: in an ungarded mo-

» ment
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ment acceded to; in the first instance, tothe extent af°
"a subaltern with a sefjéant’s party, but, at " last fée
duced to a serjeant and six privates, who received or--
ders torestrict themselves entirely to the guard of
_kis Lordship’s person against the Red River Indians,.
-as by himself requested ; 2nd on no account to intere
meddle in any difficulty between him and other tra-
ders. ‘This guard he has, in disregard of the condi-
tions whereon it was expressly given, applied to the
imprisonment of his Majestys subjects, and spoliation
of their property, o ‘
‘The zbovesaid band being fully equipped, left La
Chine in May last, by York in Upper Canada: and
his Lordship followed in June by the same route, in
t'h;é full determination of following up the plan of star-
vation, and pivider, before mentioned ; which had
begun te be de#e!oped at the Red River, in March
preceding, -according to his preconcerted instructiors.
"“That his Lerdship left Montreal with such deter-
mination, there cannot be a particle of deubt ; that is
to say, to lay hold of the Depét at Fort William and
all itscontents, which, however, he expected to find
would consist of the chief part of the outfit of the year
for the interior (cf this, kowever, from the great
Iength of the passage upwards of his band, he was ix
a considerable degree disappointed) besides any packs
which might eScape the clutches of his buccaneering
lieutenants at the Red River,

This determination was taken, before the battleat
. the Red River happened, and long before it was
known ;
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known tohim ; (although afterwards lugged in as an ex~
<use for the attack-of fort William) and is susceptible of
direct proof, if my information be correct; that he
wrote exultingly to ét-gentleman at Quebec, just before
he left Montreal, ¢ that when be arrived at Fort Wil-
s liam, the North West Campany woulds prodably <ee
6 reason to discover, that a baundar) betueen !oe #we
“ companies was not 5o inadmissible a propasmon as they
s¢ pad considered it,”’——1 quote this as to substance,
not as to precise words 3 and have to add, that thein-
admissibility on their part, resulted from kis Lord-
ship (besides other objectionable conditions)' always
requiring the admission of his, and the Hudson s Bay
Cumpany s pretended nghts.

The above information being had at second hand, 1
cannot {without permission) divulge the name of the
personto whorm his Lordshlp is said to have so wrmen.

The army of buccaneers equipyed as above, pro-
ceeded on towards Fort William, and at St. Mary’s
or before, they learnt the discomfiture of the' Red
River part of the plan of operations ; his Lordship.
then became furious, and resolved to: place all his fu-
ture proceedings (although long predetermined) to ac-
count of that unforeseen posterior mistortune to Mr
Semple and people, of his own creations The whole
pack of yelpers were let loose, and instructed to pros
cljaim-that battle ‘as a deliberate and horrid murdet ;
and to keep secret the fact, that his people provoked
and began it, Théy were farth:r instricied to endea~ -
vor to terrify or suborn, where occasion served §

-any cne who had 2 kzow '—*dgu. of facts leading to it,
- inte



88

into at’x_‘.ac'cusa'tionl of the North West people and the
brulés, as the assailants. ' This.system of terror and su-
bornation, was acted upon, both at fort William and
Montreal.

On the arrival of his Lordship and retainers at fort.
Wllha'n, the 12th of August last, they encamped on
the opposite side of the river Kaministiquia, half a
mile above, Next day, one MaclNabb, was seot
across, and aski?g to see Mr, h‘icGiiiivfay", was
eonducted to his apartment, where te arrcsied him
upon a warrant issued by Lord Seikirk., "Mr. Mc-
Gillivray without making any oppesition, or directing
others to do =0, quietly submitted, and went with
M’Nabb, taking Dr. McLoughlin,” and Kenneth
MacKenzie, . with him to his Lordship, to offer
them as his bail, '

'Upon being admitted into the presence of that Peer,
whose aspect is dignity personified, and must always
command involuntary respecty they too were arrested.
After this, on the same day, a body of about 50 armed
“men, under Captain D’Orsennons, and Lieutenaut
Fauche, crossed over with their guns and bayonets,
and in uniform ; when at the sound of the bugle, and
with shouts, more terrific than savages, they rush-
ed on, and entered the fort without the exhibition of
any warrant, or any lawful pretext for so doing, as the
criminal warrant before produced had been executed,
without a shadow of resistance.  Upon the entrance
of this band of desperadoes, the other North West
partners, were all arrested in copartnership ; and one:
of them, Mr. John MacDonald, brutally treated by

D’Orsenrons. Indeed, the men afterwards made ne-
secret,
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tended to put allin-thie fort to death § thilitary possése
sion’ was now tzken of that® D.epot, and ‘ail the pfopers
ty therein, ; probably worth in all; the post x‘ﬁz’ldﬁfwk,
£r0'o",ooo 3 which, with his Lordshlp s usual donh-
city and Bypocrisy, was said o be net with .a view to
inferrupt the trade, or to meddle with meichandizé ot
packs, giving out, fhat all these br despised, being far
beneath his consideration. He acted thus at the com-~
mencemert, to impose upon the clerks and people, but
soon begzn to unfold his ultimate views to step all
trade, 2nd to detain every thing for his own use. —A
system of terror was now embraced. —General war-
ra:ts of search, most strange to say, were issued 3 hat

for criminals, but for packs alledged to have been-‘,cat-;-
ried off from some of the Hudson’s Bay posts,‘ not said
by wkom, packs never concezled, and the history of
them before explained.  Besides packs, they were by
the Wwarrant orderea to search for arms; ammunition,
and j)ézpé;s, “not even expressing the kind: of papers.--
Under this | precxous warrant, books, papers, and lét--
ters were selzed 3 pryed into, read, and endeavoured

* to be applied to his Lordship's purposes <Outfits to *

th‘e'iptéﬁ;dr wére stopt, as also the descent of furs to -

Momreal The fusils and powder, and several oth- -

er artxcles, wmch are as much the lawful, and indise -

pensab e 1mpl°fnents of Tadian traie, as ploughs. and
barrow:. are of aonculmre, were feloniously carried -
oﬂ" And the w; ole’ property placed in a state of re-
qmsmon, at the pleasure of his Lordship, upon the
penl oft e clerk: 5f the North West Company, who

were pu* in fear of theiF lives, more decidedly, than-
M persons
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pect to meet ir the robbers thh the feelings of couna
trymen ; whercas in the present case, at any symptom
of reluctance, or resistance, in a clerk to any of his
Lordship’s requisitions, D’Orsenons or Matthey, -
twe officers late of Meuron’s regiment, interposed
and intimated, that if such clerk had any regard for his
own life, or the property of his emp!oyets, he should
refuse nothing, because many of the people under their
orders were deserters from Bonaparte’s army. in Spain,
and had been familiarized with pillage and murder.,
‘These were, it must be admitted, arguments not easy
to be confuted or resisted.  /Zhat will honest Fohn Buli
say to such proceedings, when directed by a Peer at the
head of armed foreigners against Britons? They . =
meet with the indignation and execration of ..y

" man, who values legal right and detes:s violence.

Mr. McGillivray, and al! the North West part-
ners, nine in number, were sent cff from Fort Wil-
liam, on the 18th August, by his Lordship’s orders, in
three cances, improperly manned and equipped under
a military escort, commanded by Licutenant Fauche,
in the degrading capacity of a constable or bailiff. In
coming along lake Superior; a gale arose, and Fauche
although forewarned of the danger, insisted upon pro-
ceeding. The consequence was, that Kenneth Mc-
Kenzie, a North West agent and partner, and eight
other persons were drowned. His Lordship wasthe
original, and Fauche the proximate czuse of this,
whick had the business been reversed, would by him
have been called a premeditated murder. It is not im-

probable
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cident. In proof of his want of delicate feeling, and

of his revengeful disposition, 1 have to state, that he

refused to let Mr. McGillivray’s servant accompany

him down, upon pretext that he must bc kept to be

examined, although five days had elapsed after the are

rest of his master, before his departure, When

brought afterwards to be examined, his Lordship al-

lowed his doughty Captain D’orsennons, to brow beat

‘the servant, and threaten him with irons, because hc ,
refused to obey any orders but his masters.

After the partners were sent away as criminals, up-
4n trumped up accusations of hfgh treason, larceny,
and conspiracy, clerks and men were tampered with.
When any of the former were stubborn, they weie
packed off under a subpcena, to go down and give evi-
dence. ‘The men were threatened, or enticed to quit
the service of their employers ; others sent to jai],
brought back, imprisoned again, and so on aiternate~
ly, until they were frightened into some story about
their masters, or liberated as incorrigibly faithful.
Whilst so bandied about, it was stidiously inculcated -
upon them, that his Lordship possessed the power of
trying them ascriminals, or releasing them as he saw
fit, accordingly as they concealed or spoke the truth 3
in other words as they would not, or would speak,
according to his wishes, Many men hired to bring’
down paeks were kept back, and insinuations used to
winterers that his Lordsmp acted by secret authority,
and could annul thei reements with the North

West Co‘npany ; .hz' % must enter his service,
and
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“and when'they still:refused, many. were commandedin
‘_'tﬁ:é,Kitig’s,na_mjc{,to‘lébor for him. 'Th'e_ Spanish In«
quisition furnishes nothing moré tyrannical than thess
acts, excepting that he did not venture the length
~ of deprivation of . life- or -limb. “Who, after these -
facts, can doubt- of %¢ lus Lordshlp s fervent love of
‘Enghsh law,”> - -

It wculd be endless to enumerate, the enormltxes
COmmmed by him..or by his orders. The last zc-
counts left him in possessxon of Fort William, and the:

_property therc scized by him, “which in whole -or in
part be was medirating to convey. next spring to Hud-
son’s.Bay, He had also violated the American terri-
tory, by. arresting a. North. West partner._and a clerk,
on.the. American. side of the Fond du. Lac country.
Thus; alike regardless of, involving his country in a
national.: quarrel by, his. lawless acts, as of embroiling
thxs.commumty. '

ﬂe proteedmgs o }m Lora’.rbxp are .1'0 greaily ouirrge-
ous, that he. derives, an advamage therefrom with
some persons, by Lis acts being dlsbeheved as incre~
dlblc 5 and wuh others they are, consxdercd as a proof ‘
pf hns possessmc some secret authonty 0 to acr, as

All thls is extraordmary, but not half so much 50
as that .a. _professional lawyer should dehberately
publish 2 Jusuﬁcatlon thereof, and grave]y mairitain
.the doctrme, that entcnng a house or houses, by an
armed force, and seizing the property therem to an

enormous

> N
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£DOrMmous; amount, wuthuut legal. wartam, (for~ nole-
gal warrant, could in-such a. case be_given by any ji 57
tice of peaces,. much less hxmsclf) and_converting it to
the useof the pcrsm ordering the seizure, .is, for-
sooth ¢ on}y a /mere temporary, and Jusnﬁable deten~
¢ tion.of. pr.operty, to be hereafter. satlsfacmm ly.ex=
<¢ plained,” . doubtless by the Jeddart code... Aisq,
that as ¢ the Earl in the execution of his duty asa
¢¢ magistrate -(what a barefaced . fa!;.enood) became
s possessed of a fort which had served as the Jast asy-
¢ Jum in.the, Brmsh dormmon for murderers, and
¢ the resceptacle of their plunder.—A fort which no-
¢ thing less than the special. licsnce of government
© % could authprise subjects to -bold ; hls Lordship
«¢ would not have acted with propriety, had he repla.
¢¢ ced a.fort into.the hands of.criminal - and.. unauthp-
“$¢ rised subjects without.acquainting the highest:au-~
s¢_thority with the causes of . its occupation,, and re-
¢¢ ceiving the: sanction of his authority. with regard
< to its-future disposals”” Now any. man of ordinary
intetlect; - who had. not made a. study. of the' Feddars
'Code, would have thought it best to begin by obtaining
the. sanction. of autharity for tite taking: possession-of the
fort.. For supposing that. Lord Selkirk.in the- plenic
'tnde.oﬁthe.éo'yercign authority-claimed by him- at. Red
River, had there putinto full speration that code,: he
surely had no: right to apply it to Fort William, 8oo
miles distant 5. and -within. the jurisdiction- of Upper
Canada, undex: his commuission as. a- Justie of- Peace
for. the We«tern district of that proviace 3 and firther
supposing that such 2 commission, accordmg 0" his
mterpretanon, authorised him to torture persons af.
' w2 , Pleasure,
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pleasure, it could not give him a pamcle of right e

take, and retain property, especially after the causes -

‘for which ke pretended to take it, had been by himself
removed ;-—therefore, why did his Lordship not send

dawn, or allow to be sent down the 600 North West
packs found there ? - Were those packs criminals ? and
if so, why were they not sent down for trial, along
with those few worthless pzcks take';. by the brulés,
(long after Semple’s plunder ¢f packs at the Red Ri-
ver) wkich were sent down with so much parade ? or
was it necessary to keep back the North West packs
to satisfy his band, that he had the means of paying
them, whick probably some began to doubt. Upon.

these points Manlius leaves us in the dark. '

What wonld be thought of the meanest pettifogger
at the Old Bailey, who would gravely broach such_
principles in excuse for his client, as the profound
Manlins, that eontemner of the opimions of Pigott,
Brougl’am, and Spankze, not onlv broaches, but con-
tends to be sufﬁcnent excuses for his Lordly client.

Ifke be in the right, then ‘the criminal code of
England is a mﬂhty Robbery becomes meritori.
ous,- and a regard to the rights of person and proper-
ty in others, ifnot a crime, there must be a mere
foolish weakness. - Each individual profiting hcreafter'-
by his Lordship’s practlnes, under Manlius’s support,
will help himself to his nelghbours goods when he

sees fit, and become accuser, judge, and exccutloner, :
in his own cause..

Manlivy;-
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“Manlius, also introduces and labors to prove the le=.
gahty of another before unheard-of doctrine, that coa-
partnercm ps are to be accused and rried as a body up-.
on supposltmns. As, if one or more of them shall be .
suspected to have committed a criminal act, all the

others must by this new doctrine of suppositions have

partlmpated although distant perhaps thousands of .
xmles Itis well Lnown, that _many persons resident .
in England, and in Lower Canada, are  co-pros
prietors in the 6oo packs taken, and held by his Lorda
ship, who could not even by possibility, have partici- .
pated in the alledged criminal acts. All, however,
is fish that gets into his Lordshlp s pete . .

To the above, I answer, that the North VVest )
Cumpany first occupied and still hold fort William by
licence from the late General Hunter, then Lieuten-
ant Governor of Upper Canada, and commander of
his Majesty’s forces in both Provinces, who sent up.
the late hieut. col. Bruyers, then captain of Engineers,
to locate or lay'out that-es_tablishment for the use of the
North West Company, until wanted for his Majesty’s
service. That Lord Selkirk had no special licenze
Jrom the bzg/mt, nor fram any autbarzty but his own il«.
Jegal act, to take possession of it ; nor any right to °
retain’ it, and the property it contained, excepting
the rlght ofa bucvanecr exercised ¢ upon lm own re--.
_spamxbzl:ty. That. the conversion to his own use,
or carrying away any part of the prcperty forcibly
taken possession of by him, as above, whether arme
or other moveables, -is afelony. That the imprison~
-ment and threats bv his Lordship’s authonty, witha

view
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view to induce perjary, are tyrannical and criminal.
That coercing men into his service, and pretending to’
reiease them from theis obligations to othefs, are ille-
gal and immoral acts,

“That issuing subpcsnas to witnesses, ¢an -only be
dene by the Court and Judges before whom they are
to appear, and consequently in a Justice of Peace 6
issue. and to enforce such illegal subpeenas, by sendmg

off these upon whom they were served, is a tyranni-
e2l and lllegal proccedmg.

"That no Justice of Peace possesses authority to grant
a warrant to seize papers, and break sealsupon any’pre-
tence, and that m«..re especiallv, a g neral warrant of
seqrgh and seizure, is hwhly 1llegbal and un_;ustlﬁa:)le.

Tht the bs eaklng of seals of !etters (hltherto held

‘ sacred) pracured by his Lordship at fon Wiiliam,

and the]usuc»a of Paolice at Mantrcal, upon the ad-
vice of the advocate or advocates.of a party, is ‘most
ﬂlegal and devtrucnve of ali confidence betwesn man

and man.—Tna‘t wis Lordship’s whole procedure at

fort William evinces snch a comempt of every ac-

knowledged prirciple of justice and legal autnomy,l :
to verify the old adage, that put power into thc

hands of 2 Vialent liberty bay, and the tyrant will § lmme- A
diazely appear.

'],:he motxves for the “rrest en ma.r:e of the North‘
West partners are abominable, and the act itself an
cxercise of the most despotic power, bemg for the

purpose
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purpaseof effecting the ruin of rivals in trade. The ac-

cusations of hxgh treason ate an insult to comimon sense,

being against persons who have given testimony of
their loyalty beyond the power of his Lordship or any
of his sycophants to shake.—~That the Red River is no

celony, and his Lordshlp and mock governors in re-

spect to their pretensions there, are impostors.—That

the Jarcenies he alledged had no existence excepting

in the acts of his own people, and that the pretended

nurders were acts forced upon the perpetrators in their

own defence, against the attack of Mr. Semple and

. his party.

To every impartial mind it will appear most asto-
aishing that the North West partners and peopie, who
have o2 all occasions been so furiously assailed by his
Lordship and advocates, as.so lawless and outrageous,
should have eviaced at fort Wniham such a forbearance
and respect for even the mere appearance or sem-
blance of legal authority, as to succumb, withoutan
attempt at fesistance, whilst they possessed a physical
strength on their side of three toone. This is so no-
torious that they are reproached by many with unpar-
donable -weakness. for so domg, which surely affords
prime facie proof of the falsehood ot his Lordshxp s
accusations. But there isa further proof, and a most
concluswe one it is, bemg thc temmony of his Lord-
ship himself (as, befere produccd by me) who afier all,
oifzred to leave ajI complaints and retaliations (nothmg
cxcepted).2o arﬁ:trators. who were to nx upon a p'lCCE'
«f money to cancel” the vvholc. Su.ely it cannot be
credible, that hlS Lordsalp, had he behever’ hls acens

N atmns,



PR

98"

sétféixs, would ?géee td’éstiirgaié the wrongful shieds
ding of human blood, by the v‘aiué of ‘paéks bf béa"i"'er.. :

HIS Lordship. has gof upon the horns of a dxiemma,
whxch all his cur-mng cannot extncate him from.=f
had almost forgnf to mention a remarkable_act of sor>
did and ﬂ'effal meanness pracuscd by his Lordsmp, a-
mongst many others, viz. his’ fitting out, manning,
provisioning, and sending (fown his prisoners, at the -

~ expence of the North West Company.—This is with-
aut any English example, although probably a part
of the code Napoleon, that persons accused pay theexs
pe:nce qf thcir own trials.

After all that has been truly stated as above, if
ihere be yet in thxs soctety a'xy Dersom so pcrverse i
intellect, or so operateu upon' by envy, malice, ha«
tred, or other uncharitableness towards their neigh-
bours, ‘who will still justify the acts of his Lordship,
although he be a stranger to them, I do entreat, nay,
conjure them, to substitute-in: their minds,: the North
Woest storc and premiises in Montreal, instead of tkeir
estabhshment at Fort William.~Then suppese that
store and premises to have been ‘enitered by his Lord-
ship and hired armed band, upon his own warrant, the
propnctors arrested, and theu- clerks and servants
turned out,. or kept merely to execute his Lordship’s
pleasure, under the fear of death for refusal, and the
said store occupied 2s a garrison by him and his fo-
reigners, and the property therein still held by them—
1 ask what they would in such a case say to it.—This

view of the subject, brings it near home, but there
is
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is no difference unless in locality, for the meriss are
_precisely alike in both instances. Fort William isin
Upper Canada, 8oo miles from the Red River,
Mentreal is in Lower Canada, and only a greater
distange out of his usurped limits. Let such persons
consider how they would feel if his Lordship had act—
ed here as to themselves, as he has done to the North
West Company above, and then they wiil open the:r
eyesy if not wnlfully blind,

I feel as confident of his Lordship being in the
wrong, and of i its being legally so established as of my
existence, and it behoves every man of principle to
join in reprobating and putting down doctrines ‘and

- practices that desiroy the security of persons, propers
tv, and corresponderice, as bitherto enjoyed, forif he
prevails, confidence in either is an idle dependance.

MERCATOR;

‘Montreal, 20tk November 1816,



