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LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

which has had an unexcelled re
cord in all the important features
its business. It has now over
5, 100abstainers clussitied by them
selves,

If you have any interest i
knowing how important it is for
abstainers to seek separate classi
tication, ask for ** Our Advocate,”
and it will be sent you
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THE DIVINE LULLABY
BY EUGENE FIELD,
I hear thy voice, dear Lord,
I hear it by the stormy sea,
When winter nights are black and wild
And when, affright, I eall to thee
It calms my fears, and whispers me,
“Sleep well, my child.”

1 hear thy voice, dear Lord,
In singing winds and falling snow,
The curfew chimes, the midnight bell
“Sleep well, my child,” it murmurs low
“The guardian angels come and go—
O child, sleep well 17

1 hear thy voice, dear Lord !

Aye, though the singing winds be
stilled,

Though hushed the tumult of the deep,
My fainting heart with anguish chilled
By thy assuring tone be thrilled

“ Fear not, and sleep.”

Speak on—speak on, dear Lord !
And when the last dread night is near,
With doubts and fears and terrors wild,
Oh, let my soul expiring hear
Only these words of heavenly cheer,
“Sleep well, my child ! "

L

Great Times. —One of our exchanges
puts on its title-page the following
sentence  from  Max  Muller : T
times in which we live are g
—s0 great that we can hardly conc
them great enough, so great that we, old
and young, ¢ t be great and good and
brave and hard working enough our-
selves, if we do not wish to appear quite
unworthy of the times in which our lot
has been cast.”

K

Christian Science. — The Gentral
Presbyterian has the following strong
words on Christian Science : “ It is to
be hoped that the world will receive
a warning of the utter falsity and
absurdity of the whole scheme.  There is
neither science nor Christianity in it, for
the first claim of its followers is that
they reject. Christianity and have no use
for science.  What n mass of people there
are in our so-called Christian lands who
can be duped by any and every humbug !
What a vast need thvrl' is for unvlllm-m “
and moral sanity

Ld

What Would Jesus Do? —Rev. F. B.
Meyer, who has written many devotional
books of a high order, says in a recent
issue of Z%he Christian Endeavor World :
“1 suppose there is no question that
should be more often on our hearts than
the inquiry, What would Jesus do 7 And
there is none which, if properly answered,
would sooner secure the Christian life,
for which, in our best hours, we so

TORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1899.
Iy yearn, Would you live a true
Christian life, then let this be the line

and plummet | test ever

hit of

y which you
masonry that you build into the
ur character : What would
st what is * good form’

secure recognition  and
not what will curry favor
with the wealthy and influential ; but
always and everywhere : Would Jesus do
this if He were heve!  What would Jesus

do?”
L

Christian Endeavor Day. - The
cighteenth anniversary of the Christian
Endeavor Society will be celebrated on
February 2ud. At the end of its first five
years the organization numbered =00
societies.  In ten years it had grown to
16,000, and at the last International
Convention 54,000 societies were reported.
The growth has been steady and constant,
and the movement now extends to almost
every country under the sun

H

A Great Reader.—Mr. Sheldon, the
author of “1In His Steps,” was born in
Wellsville, N.Y., in 1857, but his youth
was spent on a farm in Dakota.  Of the
family life at that time his father says :
“Charles has been a great reader from
the very beginning of his early school
days \\Iu-n he entered college he had
probably read more standard works of
the day than ninetenths of the college
graduates,  He began story-writing when
on tl m in Dakota, sitting down with
the family wh everything was going
on —talking, working and all the rest
in the one room which served as kitchen,
dining-room, sitting-room, parlor and
study, and with his pencil and paper
would seribble away, and the next thing
we would know, his story, thus made up,

will

not what
advancement ;

would appear in the Yankton weekly
paper.”
Ld
John Wesley's Portrait.— Quite a

number of our readers have asked why
John Wesley's picture was not published
on the front page of our first number.
One reason was that we could not ob-
ally good cut at the time of
and, of course, noth but
vould do for this paper. Through
the courtesy of the Northwestern Chris-
tian Advocate we ave now able to present
our readers with one of the finest like-
nesses of John Wesley ever printed. It
has been reproduced from a valuable
English engraving.  This number of Tug
Cavapiay Eewonrtit Era will be worth
preserving because of this portrait, if for
no other reason,

The Standard of Authority. —Inhis
toral address Rev. Hugh Price Hughes,
dent of the English Wesleyan Con-
ference, gives some good advice to * the
people called Methodists.”  He says :

No. 2.

Methodist s like John
f, ‘a man of the Book
appeal s always to the
and especially the Bible in its
i, the New Testa
ment. Whatever cannot be unmistakably
found in the w Testament has no
decisive authority for a Methodist.” The
urging 1 to be in
Wesley's sense true * Methodists” Lot
them, like Wesley, incessantly study the
Bible and bring every doctrine of man in
aspect and relation of human life
esiastical, social, political and commer

to the final and decisive test of
“Thus saith the Lord.”

L4

The Cigarette Evil. There can he
no doubt that the cigarette habit among
boys is becoming alarmingly prevalent
Many lacds are seen on the streets puffing
e, and many more indulge in
vetived places.  Ministers, teachers, and
parents, have a duty to perform in
warning the young of the evil effects of
this habit, It has been established beyond
doubt that boys who use cigarettes,
invariably suffer in health, and they do
not stand so well in school as those
who abstain.  This should be known

everywhi
L
Wesley's Catholicity. —Joln Wes

ley was a may of very decided opinions,
and yet he cultivated the warmest fee ing

“ Every
Wesley

true

Bible,
final and complete f

address closes by

evel

tobaceo si

of fraternity towards those who differed
from him widely. He said to men whose
views were quite contrary to his own,

«1f thine heart is right, give me thy
hand.” 1 do not mean,” he goes on to
say, * Be of my opinion. You need not ;

1 do not expect nor desire it ; neither do
I mean that T will be of your opinion.
Keep your opinions, and ne, and
that just as steadily as ever. You nee
not endeavor to bring me over to you,
to come over to me Mr. Wesley's con
duct was consistent with his preaching
Tt was in harmony with this large hearted
charity that he received as his guest a
Roman .ll||u||c|ll jest.  Hesubsequently
ne a priest’s guest and preached in
his chapel.  He published the biography
of Thomas Firmin, one of the early
llnqnq_u(nl'-( of Unitarianism in I‘.ngluwl
saying in the preface, “ 1 was exceedingly
struck in reading the following life,
having long settled it in my mind that
the entertaining wrong notions conce
ing the Trinity was inconsistent with r
piety. But | cannot argue against matter
of fact, I do not deny that Mr. Firmin
was a pious mau, though his notions of
the Trinity were quite erroncous.” Know

ing this of Mr. Wesley's precept and
practice, we are not surprised that he

wrote the immortal words, 1 desire a
League, offensive and defensive, with
every soldier of Jesus Christ.”  This

ide of our Church

should be the atti

today.
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THE COMMON TASK.
My soul was stivved ; 1 prayed
me
Do some great work so purely
To right life’s wrongs that I shall know
That 1 have loved thee surely.”
My lips sent forth their eager cry,
The while my heart beat faster,
“ For some great deed to prove my love,
Send me, send me, my Master!”

“ Lt

From out the silence came a voice,
Saying : “ If God thou fearest,

Rise up and do, thy whole life through,
The duty that lies nearest,

The friendly word, the kindly deed,
Though small the act in seeming,

Shall in the end unto thy soul
Prove mightier than thy drewming.

The cup of water to the faint,

Or rest unto the weary,

The light thou givest another’s life,
Shall make thine own less dreary ;

And houndless realm of faith and love
Will wait for thy possessing ;

Not creeds, but deeds, if thou wouldst

win

Unto thy soul a blessing.”

And so T wait with peaceful heart,
Content to do his pleasure,

Not caring if the world shall mock
At smallness of the measure ;
OF thoughts, or deeds, or daily life,
He knows the true endeavor
To do his will, to seek his face
And he will fail me never,

qst

“IN HIS STEPS; OR, WHAT WOULD
JESUS DO?”
IS IT PRACTICABLE?

REV. (. W. KERBY, LA,

FE\\', if any, books published during
the century have generated a wider
interest in religious circles than
Charles M. Sheldon's “In His Steps.”
It has not only brought fame and for-
tune to its author, but it has stirred the
heart of the religious world and begotten
a strong desire to see the spirit and
hings of Jesus embodied in all our
modern life. Tt is, we believe, one of
the hopeful signs of the time that a book
of this description should meet with so
ready and large a demand. It is now
being translated into nearly every lan-
guage, while over one thousand volumes
a day of the author's works have been
sold during the past year. It begins to
look as if the religious novel would be
one of the most potent factors in bring-
ing about the fuller realization of a
practical Christianity. Certain it is that
if the writing of such books as “In His
Steps " will only serve to turn the hearts
and heads of thousands of the young
people of this age from the kind of men-
tal pabulum they have been surfeiting
their minds, then one of the greatest
evils will be destroyed and a new era of
thinking and reading inaugurated. Ttis
better, someone says, ““to raise the com-
munity one inch tﬂln to raise the indi-
vidual a mile.”  Sheldon’s book will help

do both, we think. Onedoes not have to
agree with all he has said in order to see
that immense good must follow from such
a book, There will probably be no great
divergence of opinion as to the general
benefit.  There will be, and there is,
considerable difference of opinion as to
the practicability of Sheldon’s idea when
applied to specific cases. Tt is this latter
question we are asked to discuss in this
article.  To this end we have sent out
questions to different business and pro
fessional men asking for their judgment
and experience on the subject.  We
wrote a banker, lawyer, physician, news-
paper editor, and a wholesale merchant
and manufacturer, and received answers
from all but the lawyer. The questions
sent were ; Is Sheldon's idea practicable !
If s0, how would it affect your business !
The answers received were as follows :

1. FROM THE BANKER.

“What would Jesus do?” and is the

principle as set forth in the hook, “In
His Steps,” practicable to-day if applied
to banking and similar financial opera-
tions is a question that cannot be
answered by a simple “yes” or *no.”
- since the beginning of time all the
business of the world, financial, commer-
cial, and all political or national organi-
zations have been founded on the prin-
ciple of “selfishness,” or might is right,
and let each look out for himself,  When
Jesus came He inaugurated a new order
of things. The Magna Charta of His
Kingdom is the Sermon on the Mount,
and is summed up in * Love thy neigh-
bor as thyself,” and * Whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them,” and exemplified by
Paul, when he says, * Let this mind be in
you which was also in Christ Jesus,* and
“in lowliness of mind each counting the
other better than himself; not looking
each of you to his own things, but each
of you also to the things of others.”

Banks are established for the purpose
of making gain, not as benevolent insti-

Frsruanry, 18004

sympathy or sentiment to enter into the
management wou'd disorganize the whole
business, and soou bring upon it disaster
and final ruin.  But if Jesus were here
and animated by the same spirit as when
on earth, when *seeing the multitudes he
was moved with compassion for them
because they were harassed and fatigued,”
He would first consider their necessities,
their misfortunes, or even mischances, and
relieve them, perhapsforgive the debt, and
not consider the result upon the * profits.”
“The Spirit of Christ” and ** the spirit
of the world " are in direct opposition to
each other, and will not coalesce, and
eannot be harmonized,

I, FROM THE NEWSPAPER EDITOR.

“ As a Christian T am bound to believe,
and conscientiously do believe, that a
man who does his full duty to God in
temporal matters will be taken care of and
will want for no necessary thing.  That
he will be spared financial sacrifices and
probably persecution as well, I do not
think is promised. [ presume your
question is not meant to have such a
drastic application, but to ask if, without
any great sacrifice, Sheldon’s lines cannot
be followed in the ordinary business en-
terprises of life. 1 think they can be.
What is ealled for, I presume, is honest
dealing with the public both in prices
and in statements, and equitable treat-
ment of employees according to the best
light one may have of what Jesus would
do. There should be nothing impossible
in all these things, T have found nothing
of this nature impossible in connection
with the job printing branch of my busi-
ness. A more difficult question presents
itself when the conduct of a modern daily
newspaper upon Sheldon’s platform comes
to be dealt with, We have little of pre-
cedent to guide us. The Montreal Wit-
ness has been successful, and yet it has
adhered pretty well to Sheldon’s require-
ments, The New York Wituess has had
a different fate. In a large field such
an enterprise would not be chimerical ; in
a restricted field it would be difficult of

lish We must face con-

tutions, and to luet them fully
means to increase their earning powers,
build up greater reserves, and add to
their financial strength, in order that
there may be increased dividends to their
shareholders or owners.  This requires
skill, sagacity and foresight on the part
of the management to use every oppor-
tunity that presents itself to the best
advantage, and honesty, justice and im-
partiality in all its dealings with the
public that its confidence may be won and
retained, and without which it is impos-
sible to carry on the business. These
qualities of honesty, fidelity, uprightness
and justness are not the exclusive prerog-
ative of the Christian—Christ-man, one
who has the Christ spirit—though he can-
not be devoid of them ; but they can be
and frequently are shown in the highest
degree by those who may be called Ag-
nosties, Buddhists, heathen or not of any
religion,

The conducting the business requires
every man to meet all his obligations or
undertakings promptly or suffer the con-
sequences, even to the extreme rigor of

ditiomli, not theories. Here we have two
daily papers, one on either side of politics.
My paper, while myown personal property,
is in a sense a party trust. If I conducted
the paper entirely as my personal feelings
would dictate or as Sheldon advocates,
there would soon be a third paper, and T
would be dependent for support upon such

I in the ity as place
righteousness above all other considera-
tions. I am afraid I would find myself
relying upon a broken reed. Yet much
has been done, more might be done. With
a single exception of a prize fight of such

i li that it was impossibl

for a secular newspaper to treat it with
indifference, my paper has usually ig-
nored or dealt lightly with all such events,
No undue prominence is given to cases of
indecent assault, etec.  No advertise-
ment of medical quacks who seek to prey
on the errors of youth, are accepted.  So
far as possible an attempt is made to con-
duct a ‘clean sheet ’and to throw the
influence on the side of morality. Thisis
probably not all Jesus would do, but - as

the law ; his needs, or mis-
fortunes cannot be considered as exten-
uating circumstances for his failure or
for causing loss to others. To allow

a paper i Ided by its
ency and cannot get far in advance of it,
it seems to be the most convenient, if not
the most heroic policy.”
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1L FROM THE PHYSICIAN

1 do not think Sheldon's ideas would

work out in any way short of a complete

and, T may say, miraculous revolution in

society from apex to base.  Our consti

tution has grown int. its present tolerance,
for caste,

nay, even demans
heritance,  wealth, sharpness,
ete., 8o that a ground-work is laid.  As
to my owa profession it would not work,
hecause to do as *Jesus would do,” only
necessary ealls would be allowable, and
this would not pay horse feed. Tt would
drive seveo-tenths of the profession out of
k a living. There is a
-m..n, about the opera-
tions of the pre h the diseased
mind demands, llm man who can study
and pilot human nature most succe \!ull_\
is he who can do the largest practice,
Then to put Jesus in the place of any
man to-day is to sostrainone’s imagination
that the thing must fall flat at first con-
jecture,  Mauny things in Sheldon'’s hook
show weakness, and are worked out on
other lines than most minds would frame
as being what Jesus would do. I am of
m that while Sheldon’s book is cal
culated to do good, yet it must do also
some harm, in the way he places his stan-
dard, as it seems so hlgh that mortals are
thoroughly discouraged in looking at the
ideal Christian life presented.”

business

business to se
mystery,

a de

of

IV, FROM THE WHOLESALE
AND MANUFACTURE

MERCHANT

The principle laid down in Sheldon’s
book, he teaches doing as Jesus would do,
no more, no less ; or applying the prin-
ciple taught by Jesus, “ Whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do you
even so tothem.” Is this practicable? Yes !
How would it affect wholesale busin
Advantageous| In business my experi-
ence is that it pays to do right to those
with whom you
sweeping the floor to the millic
who buys your goods.
voeates doing right, and

We have already

88

aire
Sheldon only ad-
ght must pay.”
exhausted the space
allotted for this article, and so we must
allow the above answers to speak for
themselves without further comment.

SMILE WHENE'ER YOU CAN.

When things don’t go to suit you,
And the world seems upside 4lnwn‘
Don't waste your time in fretting,
But drive away that frown :
nce life is oft perplexing,
"Tis much the wisest plan
To bear all trials bravely,
And smile whene'er you can.

Why should you dread to-morr
And thus despoil to-day,
For when you borrow trouble,

You always have to pay.
It is a good old maxim,
W hlch should be often preached :
“Don’t cross the stream before you
Until the stream is reached.

And though you're strong and sturdy,
You may have an empty purse
(And earth has many trials
Which I consider worse) ;
But whether joy or sorrow
Fill up your mortal span,
"Twill make your pathway brighter
To smile whene'er you can.
~dmerican.,

yme n contact, from the.
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MR. SHELDON'S VISIT TO TORONTO.

INCE NI"\’ CHARL
DON'S hooks have become so well
known and widely read, he has

received many invitations to preach and
n various cities, These
rm « declined, with two exeep

The

N M. SHEL

lecture have

been un
Philadelphia and
pastor of Bond Street Congregati
( Imuh in this city, Rev. Morgan W
seded in beguiling the popular author
on the und of old
Great interest was mani

tions,

across the line,

acquaintance

fested in his visit, and immense multi

tudes attended the serviees, Mr. Shel
don seems to be exceedingly indifferent

Toronto
without asking anything more than his
travelling expenses.  He might just as
well have carried off several hundred
dollars, as no man has come to us for
some time whom the people were more
anxious to hear, It is exceedingly grati
fying to meet a man who has not been
spoiled by popularity, and who is ne
dominated by the mercenary spirit.

Bond Street Church, on Sunday morn

to money getting, as he came t

REV. CHARLES M. SHELDON.

ing, January d, was crowded to its
utmost capacity with pecple who came
from all parts of the city. Every inch
of seating space was occupied, sixty-five
persons sat on the pulpit platform, while
hundreds were glad to get standing room,

At the evening service probably a
thousand people waited on the streets
outside the church for an hour, and then
went away disappointed, the building
being filled by ticket holders.

Mc. Sheldon is a pleasant-looking man
of about forty years of age, with nothing
ministerial either in his appearance or
manner.  He makes no attempt at
oratory, but quietly talks to the people
in a conversational way, the whole
address being of the simplest kind.

On Sunday morning his subject was
“Jesus the Standard of Conduet,” and
the text was taken from John xxi. 22,
He insisted that Jesus was the standard
of conduct for the whole world, and for
every age of the world, because He is an
authority on life. He did not say any-
thing about literary matters, He did not
discuss political problems, but He had
much to say of character and conduct.

He was tempted in all points as we
and He met these temptations as & man,
never summoning to His assistance any
divine help. The result of following
Jesus is a result that always lifts the
individual and the community up higher
he speaker went on to show  that

lowing Jesus must not be a slavish thing.
are not to do the exact things that
He did while on the earth. We are
rather to be animated by His spirit in all
that comes to us in our present ecircum

stanees,  This following Jesus will send
the Christian out to do something for his
Master. He will not be satisfied with
iply attending worship, but will be
anxious to work for Christ.  Mr. Sheldon
said that one reason why so many En
deavor meetings were cold and lifeless,
was because n

ny of the members were
trying to give expression to an experience
which they did not possess. TH never
do anything to get any religion, and con
sequently what they attempt to say is
formal and dead,

Perhaps the most inte
services was the conference on Monday
afternoon, which was largely attended
by the ministers of the city and many
others,

Mr. Sheldon answered a big batch of
questions in a very satisfactory and com
mon sense way.  He declined to discuss
economic or theological queries, upon
which there exist great divergence of
opinion, but stuck close to his text:
“What would Jesus Do?”  Some strong
things were said against church debts,
unconverted people singing in the choir,
Sunday labor, ete.

Of course, there is nothing new in Mr
Sheldon’s message, but he emphasizes, and
places in attractive form, some old truths
concerning which we need *line upon
line.”  His visit to Toronto will do good

esting of the

“A GOOD "UN."

HIS incident of city mission work
in London calls for tears rather
than a smile :

One of our Methodist sisters, a culti
vated, refined lady, went into a wretched
slum to visit a sick woman,  She found
the children almost naked. There was
no fire.  The poor woman was very sick,
and too feeble almost to move, and she
was lying on in a corner. The
whole place was very dirty. The first
thing the sister did to bring food
into the he ; and then, having given
them a good meal, she made a fire. Then
she sent out for some soap and a scrub-
bing-brush, and cleaned the whole place.
When all had been made as snug and
clean as possible it was quite noon.  She
had been there all the morning,

On going away she said to the woman,
“You will be all right for today. T will
come again in the morning and see how
you get on. 1 will look after you; I
won't see you starving.”

The woman said, “If you please, miss,
who sent you 1"

The sister rej
Christ sent me.”

“The Lord Jesus Christ sent you!
Well, look here, the next time you see
him tell him from me he's a good ‘un, he
is.

lied, “The Lord Jesus
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THE NEW GOVERNOR-GENERAL.

Tllli Queen  represented in Canada
by & Governor-General who s ap

pointed by the Tmperial vern
ment, and holds office  for
All official communications between the
Home and the Colonial Government must
is his duty to

five years

pass through him. It
assemble, prorogue, and dissolve Parlia
ment, and he assents to bills, or vetoes
them, in the name of Her Majesty.  He
ie supposed to occupy a position of abso
lute neutrality between the opposing poli
‘he Governor-General has

tical parties,

Parliament Buildings at

an oflice in the
Ottawa, and a residence in the vicinity
of the capital city, known

General Middleton after he ar
vived at the front he earned a place in
the commanding officer’s diary, and did
deeds at Fish Creek and

Soon

many gallant
Batoche
During Lord Minto's v visit to

Toronto, the address of w

ent
come from our
General Conference was presented to him,
a number of leading ministers and lay
men being upon the
The address assured His Excellency “ that
the aim of the Methodist Church is still,
as it has always been, to further the ends

present oceasion

of good government by teaching and en
forcing that righteousness which exalteth
endeavoring to

a nation, by promote

reverence for the divine name, obedience

ERA.
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thro
how to lead an upright and God-fearing

gh your own precept and example,

life, and thereby instilling into the minds
of those with whom you are brought in
contact the necessity of those four greatest
address,
namely, loyalty, sobriety, honesty and
surely fulfilling your
and at the same time

attributes mentioned in your

industry, you ar

mission in this life,
helping to build and maintain that vast
empire to which we are all so justly

proud to belong.”
THE APPLE, AND ITS STORY.

Wul'l,li you like to learn the parable
of the apple that grew on a trec

Jjust outside my study win

as Rideau Hall which a
writer in  the
Magazine terms
less jumble of buildings."

Canadian
“a shape

The grounds are spacious
and but the
structure itself is a kind
of a conglomerate, having
been added to from time
to time, until it has cost
0,000,

beautiful,

altogether about

The Governor neral
receives a salary of $50,000,
but usually spends more
than this amount, as he is
expected to exercise lavish
hospitality.  During the
past thirty years Canada
has had a number of able
men as  governors, the
most eminent  probably
being Lord Dufferin. Lord
Aberdeen, who has just

left our shores for his
Scottish home, has been
exceedingly popular.  Dur

ing his long tours through
every part of the Dom
inion he has come into
contact with all classes of
the people, and has taken
special pains to make him
self acquainted with the
resources of the country.
Lord success
as Governor of Canada is
due, in no small degr
to the influence of his es
timable wife, who has in
terested herself to an unu-
sual extent in educational
and philanthropic enter.
rises,

The new Governor-Gen-
eral and his lady have only
assumed their new duties,
but have 1 a cordial reception
from the people, and their stay in Can
ada promises to be pleasant for them and
us. The Earl of Minto is not quite as
young a man as his photograph would
indicate.  He was born in 1845, and is
of Scottish origin.  He served in the
Scots Fusilier Guards, was a volunteer in
the Egyptian campaign, and was colonel

Aberdeen’s

of the South Scotland volunteer In
1883 Lord Minto Miss Caroline
daughter of the late

He began his Canadian
3 tary to Lord
Lansdowne, Governor-General in 18
When the North-West rebellion br
in 1885, he at once volunteered and went
to the front as chief of the staff of Major

career as

LORD MINTO.

to the divine law, the religious observance
of the holy Sabbath, the diffusion of
sound Chris edueation g all
classes of the people, and by the inculea
tion, both by precept and example, of
such sentiments concerning loyalty, sobri-
ety, honesty and industry as shall con
tribute to a happy and useful
citizenship.”

In his reply Lord Minto thanked the
deputation for their kind words. In the
course of his remarks he said : 1 think
I amn correct in saying it is a matter of
history that no nation can be truly great
or powerful unless she herself is held
together by the religious feeling of h
people, By teaching the love of God,
by showing those whom you influence,

amo

true,

dow, and upon which 1
have been keeping wateh
from the days of its baby
hood, on through its care
less boyhood and selfish
manhood, until the awful
hours of its withered and
useless old age !

It had grown where two

strong twigs nursed it, and
partly screened it from
sight, and held it from the
sway of the wind. Its

summer days were a song
Its time of ripening was
filled with defiance and
laughter. Tt looked on the
fall of its comrades in the
autumn with contempt and
pride. No little girl on the
way to school shouild strike
her teeth in juicy glee into
its sides because it yielded
to the push of the night
wind. No boy, with his
sharp eyes looking for a
Blushing Beauty to bring
down with the stroke of
a stone, or the reach of a
pole, or the shake of a limb,
or the stretch of his avari
cious arm from his perilous
place on the uncertain
branch, should driveit from
its hiding. It saw its
obedient mates fill the
baskets which carried their
luscious comfort into the
house, unmoved,—but it
said, “How secure am I,
and independent and free!”

It saw the leaves fall one
by one, and thought their
romping was ill-mannered
and foolish, as they played
hide-and seek in the
corners, But the winds grew fier
against it, and the frosts stung it vi
iously, and the sleet clung with wild
passion to its wrinkled flesh—for all its
firmness had gone, and the color had left
its cheeks and it was a faded, weather
beaten, ugly thing, One day it fell and
struck the ice beneath—a dead thing
rotten thing. No little girl wanted it ;
a boy with his strong boot kicked it out
of sight. Tt broke in pieces, as vile as an
apple of Sodom, and as useless.  He
that will save his life shall lose it.”

And so there are men who neglect
their opportunity for service, for the
fulfilling of their God-appointed mission,
until they are stripped of everything of

@
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wood they had, when they are an oflence,
alike to God and men

Rev. W

SNIDER

Milton, Ontario.

SAVE THE CHILDREN.

BY MISS M, WELLSTUOD

HE Chureh realizes as never hefore
winning the chil
knowing that,

the evil

the necessity of

Christ,
them in
days will come and the years draw nigh
when they will have no pleasure in Chris
Most persons who are Chris

dren for
vouth,

unless we sect

tian work
tinns  were  converted in
early life ALl rel
bear out
statement, and - yet
this undisputed truth star
ing us in the face, the
Chureh often tries to turn
iod only aff
e old,
unimpres

gions
this
with

statisties

the sinner to
he has b

havdene:
sionable,

\s some one has said,
the ent and Christian
teacher too often say, prae
tically,—* My little boy,
iy little girl, you are quite
too small to be a Christian
ut in about ten years,

y have been for a

while a bad boy, a dissi
pated young man, a light
hearted, frivolous young

woman, then some powerful
whirlwind of religious ex
perience will smite you and
you will be dreadfully sorry
for your and  then
Christ will save you, but
must through all
this experience, you must
do something wicked to be

sins,

you

for first, you must
be somewhat bad  before
you can be good.”  Not
that we say this in so

many words, nay, any one
would be shocked to have
such language put into his
mouth, but that is really
what every one says who
urges children to wait until
older and more
experienced  before  they
give their hearts to Him
who died for them. We
know that many parents
who love their children
dearly, and vespect the cause of religion,
vet. hold back their Christian children
m an open profession of religion, be
cause of what seems to them the very
best motive—they fear that their hoys and
girls do not know what they are about,
do not mean what they say, do not realize
what a far-reaching thing it is to be a
Christian.  But we would remind them
l|llll the Bible has given us a test for con
on and we need no nlln-l “ By their
hum shall ye know them.

The opposition of parents often arises
from unreasonable expectations of per
fection and growth in grace. Said one
parent to a little girl scarcely twelve
years old who had begun to serve God :
“ Now, my child, if you are a Christian 1

shall never expeet you again to show the

least sign of frettulness or impatience
as long as you live, and if you do 1
shall conelude that you arve deceived

Now, if son
an arch an
that wor
*You are
never

st ~\‘|| rnatural being

for example—should take
v by the arm and say to her,
v chureh member, 1 shall
imper

now
to see the least
ster, and if 1 oh
temper, disposition,
shall conclude

l'\,ll'l'(
in your chi
flaw in

fection

Serve any
imagination or in word |

that you are deceive we wonder how
she would stand the test.  We shoold
expect only child like faith in child

Christinns,

Kinmount, Ont.
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I went down among the ships in the har
bor. 1 saw a great many ships, and 1
observed that they belonged to different

lines,  There was the Cunard Line, the
North German Lloyd Line, the American
Hamburg Line, the White Star Line,

Red Star Line, and many others.  Now,
I said to myself, though these ships rep.
resent different companies, they are all
sailin they are all
wind, or

g on the same
drviven by the

cean
sme torees of
they are all guided by the

all engaged in the

sume chart ; they are

same business of promoting intercourse
with the other hemisphere ; and they all
ch the same shores across the sea
w, | said, that illustrates the doctrine

of the Methodist Church

LADY MINTO.

DENOMINATIONAL SHIPS.

BY REV. 8, A. 8 L, DD,

HOSE who had the privilege of
hearing Rev. Dr, Steel deliver his
lecture on **The Pioneers of Meth

odism,” will remember the fine word
picture he drew of the friendly attitude
of Methodism to the other churches,  We
are glad to be able to reproduce this
portion of the eloquent address from 7he
Rambler

“Let me see if I can illustrate the
broad, liberal, and truly Christian belief
of the Methodist Church as regards other
denominations. 1 am very fond of ships.
Some time ago, being in New York City,

as to the relations of the
various denominations to
other. N T
your Methodist standing
on the shore, and he lifts
and

each in

Sees A
nobleyvessel, steamingdown
the bay Look at her!
Nee the grace of her out
flowing curves,
t form. See how
she rides the waves like a
thing of life and beauty.
Go aboard of her and she
is finished in antique. Look
at her costly furnishings

the micrors, the cut-
glass, the polish and  the
splendor.  See how proud
her passengers are, and how
 to weleome you on
boas That is the grand
old Episcopal shipt ~ And
she is headed for the open
sea out yonder with all sail
set And as she
by your Methodist— if he
is a good one and true to
his  belief - lifts up his
voice and eries : *God bloss
thee, old ship, and give thee
a prosperous voyage!” And
et all the peaple say amen!

“ Yonder comes another,
It is a very different sort
of ship.

up his

e,

It moves slowly
hut steadily through the
waves, It built for
strength rather than speed

an iron ship-—built to

was

weather any  storm  and
ride unshaken  through
any sea. And she will not

alter or revise her predes
tined course one iota for
all the tempests that may
the roaring deep.  That is the
and old Preshyterian ship!  And she is
led for the open sea out yonder, and
your Methodist, ns she passes by, lifts up
his voice and eries: * God bless thee, old
ship, and give thee a prosperous voyage !
And let all the people say amen !
“Yonder er! What a
monster ship she is! A double-decke
and she sits deep in the water, and the
waves leap around her and play about
her ; for she is a favorite of the deep
the grand old Baptistsship!  She, too, is
headed for the open sea out yonder, and
as she passes by, your Methodist salutes
her from his heart : *God bless thee, old
ship, and give thee a prosperous voyage!”
And et all the people say amen!

agitate

Comes  ane
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“But yonder she comes at last My,
what a ship she is ! Look at her length
look at her breadth ; look at the smoke
boiling out of her chimneys, telling of the
heart of fire that is burning in her
depths; see how her propellers are
churning the ocean white she forges
ahead over the leaping waves ! And see

Her decks are crowded with people of

every nation under heaven, and *all her
It is the grand old

And a

company rejoicing

Methodist ship.

she rounds to,

and the gang-plank is thrown out, and

your Methodist rushes on board, he lifts

up his voice like a trumpet, and eries
“Come on hoard this noble vessel

Sail with us o'er life's rough sea

THE INDIANS AT RAT PORTAGE.
BY
HEN 1

on Dominion

REV. ALFRED ANDREWS

at Rat
Day, nothing more

impressed me than the fine manly
arance  of :
the large num
of Indians
were pre
. various
parts of the
town during the

arrived Portage,

ber
who
sent

celebrations,
They were bet- |
ter dressed than
I have ever seen
any large band
of Indians eith
er in Manitoba,
the North-West
Territories, or
Ontario. They
all eame in can
oes, from many
different
tions, and had
they been
gether
would have been
a fine flotilla

1 at once be-
gan to inquire
about their re
belief,

direc

to

there

ligious
and found that

all hea-

then, pure ard

simple, and that

there has never *
been any
them except a very small mission some
miles away conducted by the Church of
England, visitations by
the priests. They have no schools of any
account, so far as | rn, and [
have not, so far, found any of them who
can talk English, beyond a few words
which answer for trading purposes,
They belong to the Chippewa family, and
do not understand the Cree. On inquiry
of the agent, I find there are between
three and four thousand in the Rat
Portage agency. They have reserves, but
their nomadic habits prevent much im-
provement on these reserves. In the
winter they go to their hunting grounds,
separating into small bands. In the
summer they fish, work at lumbering
somewhat, and tow some of them are
employed about the mines.  Many of
them spend a good deal of time picking
blueberries, of which there is usually a
wonderful supply. These are sold to good

wer

missionary work done among

and occasional

can le
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advantage for shipment east and west

Then there are raspberries and straw
berries, which are picked and sold for
home consumption in the town

Some of the more industrions work

all winter in the lumber woods, or eutting

cordwood for sale.  Many of them act as
guides to prospectors for gold, for which
they are well paid, and oceasionally a
prospector gets a rvich find of goid

I have made many attempts at ascer
taining how to reach these people with
the Gospel, but ignorance of their lan

Wer

1nge closes my movth I younger

I should vegard it as a

important
work to spend some time with them to get

the langunge and then work earnestly

for their salvation.  For me that is out
of the question. But where are the yo
men who have volunteered for ser
among the heathen?  Arve they dazed

with the glamor of faroff fields? Are
heathen of a foreign land more deserving

of attention than those in our own

"V

A

ALMA LADIES' COLLEGE, ST. THOMAS, ONT.

midst? TIs it desirable rather to face
the dangerous journey by sea and land
that separates us by a hemisphere, and
to labor flag and

under a foreign

o

among people who may resist to the
death any attempts to preach Christ
to them —rather than labor with these

peopl

at our very doors, knowing that
at least they would treat a wise mission-
ary with uniform kindness, and be glad
to have their children taught our lan
guage!

Perhaps the trouble is that the actual
condition of these people has not yet been
duly placed before them, and although
near by they are little known. A week
ago | had a conversation with an Indian
y little English, but
in answer to direct plain questions he told
me that they had never had any mission-
al except the priests, and they had no
books. He said they would like to have
missionaries, that they would be kind to
them if they would come, and that they

who could speak ve

EBRUARY, 1800 8
would send their <aildren to their schools.
He wld me of an Indian who could

speak good knglish, and promised to
bring lim to me a couple of days
after,  However, he did not come I
have since seen t ent, Mr. Pither,
and the Mr. Levee, both

new inspe
of whom assured me that every encourage
to any proper mis
Having far

ment would be given
sionary work among them
more work in this busy town as a Meth
minister than 1
little time that | can personally devote to

odist can do, it is but

this Indian question, and 1 frel that
I am only partinlly qualified to write
on the subject, and not av all able to do

e out to these

justice to it, but my heart g
peaple and to some one or more whom |
trust the Lord may call. T would say with

an carnest heart, ¢ Oh, brethren, help

ORGATIIZED EFFORT.
should
with the uno

v business man attempt to
arry on his enterpris
ganized  slack

twisted meth
ods of an ordin

| ary
tion, the sherift
would soon sell
him out  If a

farmer were to

congrega

! cultivate a few
fertile patches,
and let the rest
his farm run
and

weeds

to
stray cattle, his

only consolation
would bein abu
sing his “luck

A congregation
should be so or
ganized that ey
ery member and
would
to

attendant
be induced
do his part to
ward  support

ing the home
expenses of the
church and its
benevolences,
Every member
and attendant
he n

personally and
privately and induced to agree to give a
specified sum to the home support and to
all the causes in which it is enlisted. As
things now are half the membership give
next to nothing and attendants the whole
of nothine. Tt is not a large task, The
workers and givers will accomplish more
by bringing donothings to their duty
than by trying to do it all themselves.
These appeals for causes when half the
membership is absent and the other half
bored, is a poor substitute for eflicient
and thorough organization. The best
work the churches can do at the begin
ning of the business year, is to organize
thoroughly for work and for henevolene
the point of perfection being when every
member and attendant is brought to do
all that is in him or her to do,— Interior.

should

A Birp that can sing and won't sing, is
agreat deal kinder than the young woman
next door who can’t sing, but will sing.
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ON THE ROAD.

A VISIT TO THE RAILWAY CITY

THOMAS is generally known as
I'he Railway City,

S

and well does

it Geserve the name. I'he following
roads ran into the city @ Grand Vrunk,
Michigan Central, Wabash, Canadian

Detroit and
pass through

Pacitic, Lake Erie and

nearly one hundred trains

cach day. A large part of the popula

tion are engaged in railway work. as the
Michigan C

quarters here, and pays out 230,000 per

ntral has its Canadian head

month in wages, et I'he yard of this

road, with its innumerable tracks, sidings
and switches, is a great sight, particularly
pertect

at night when there is sea of

lights. The-preacher who
discourses to the children
in St. Thomas on lessons
to b learned from the sig

nal lamps, does not need
to explain the meaning of
the different colored 1i
for the
to even the boys and girls

ghts

are quite familiar

St. Thomas is, however,
an interesting place apart
altogether from its rail
ways It is the seat of
Alma Ladies” Coll
of the finest institutions of
the kind in America. The
building, as will be seen
by the illustration, is a
splendid imen of ar

one

chitecture, surrounded by
and beautiful
Inside, it is a

spacious
grounds
model of
venience

somfort and con

The picture on
this page is an exact pho
tograph of one of the stu
rooms.  All the
nt
clean,

dent's

s are not as e
as this, but all ar
neat, well heated and
lighted.  The

wre spacious

class rooms
well
adapted for their purpose,
the art
ticularly

and

room being  pat
well  furnished
All the subjects usually

taught in similar schools

are looked after by com

petent  teachers. T was
specially interested in th
department of  Domestic
Science, or Cooking School,
which has been recently added. 1t is
an indication of the practical tenden
cies of the times that the young ladies
t the mysteries of
as well as the other “olo

are  being t
“ Cookolog
The room provided for the cook
ing class is fisted with every appliance
for carrying on the work efficiently,
and the lady instructor understands her
business perfectly. Very little atten
tion is paid to the preparation of fancy
dishes, but the girls are taught to make
well the plain  every-day
food that are most likely to be used in
the average home. Many of the so
called cooking schools are a delusion and
a snivre, because the instraction is only
suitable for the wealthy class who can
afford to have the expensive things they
are taught to cook.  The pupils in this de

gies,”

articles

THE
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partment are not only tanght to cook

but to buy, and are taken to the butcher
shop where they are shown the various
ents that are usually ordered. A depart

ment of this kind deserves to be en

Paking tea at the college recently

the opportunity of g the
pupils together in the diming hall I'hey
are as healthy and as pretty alot of girls
as one would meet in a vear'’s travel, and

although subject to i

ipline appear to

enjoy college life immensely \fter sup
per they have half an hour for recrention
and at half past seven the evening study
hour commences.  Everybody is supposed
to retire at half-pasc nine

Alma College has not

sailing by any

had all smooth

means.  During recent

STUDENT'S ROOM IN ALMA LADIES' COLLEGE.

vears it has been burdened by a very
heavy debt which has become a consider
able cause of anxiety to the authorities
The Principal, Rev. R. 1. Warner, M. A,
is, however, institution

with ability and economy, and there is

managing  the

reason to believe that there is a bright
future it, if a few thousands of
the indebtedness could be removed.  The
ministers of the Methodist  Episcopal
Church stood by Alma College nobly,
and many of them contributed beyond
their means for its establishment
The Church should see
that their work is not in vain, by making
a substantial reduction in the debt, and
thus assure the f the
institution.

At a rvecent meeting of the Board of
Directors encouraging reports were pre

and
continuance,

permanence (¢

ERA. il

sented | wttendance for this session
show v oconsiderable increase, and the
Coll

Vears past

outlook for the e ix brighter than

for sonu

One of the
butldings of St Amasa
Wood Hospital, named after the donor,

most  prominent  publie

Thomas is the

Amasa Wowd, Esq, who was one of the
oldest and most highly-esteemed citizens
of the Railway City. The hospital is
not as large as those of greater cities,
but in every other respect it is a model
For neatness, cleanliness, and neral
comfort it is unsurpassed.  Before its

erection it was necessary to send patients
to London at considerable inconvenienc

It is worth much to a town to have an
institution like this within its bo
Methodism stands well in St INAS,

We have three churches,

well located and prosper
ous. George Street Church
is a beautiful edifice, at
tended by one of the lar
in the
Conference A
couple of years ago the
building was burned, but
it has been rebuilt, and is

gest congregations
London

now more attractive than
The Rev
Dr. Philp, is very popular.
irace Church, in the east
end, is doing well under
the pastorate of Rev. H
Irvine.

The st addition to
the churches of St. Thomas
is known as the “Hun
ter and Crossley Central
Methodist Church,” which
is worthy of special men-
tion on

ever pastor,

account of its
audi

unique design. T}
ence room is a perfect

of architecture, and
lighted up by the eleetrie
lamps in the ceiling, pre
sents a most beautiful ap.
Ihe pulpit is
placed in one of the cor

pearance.
ners, and the choir is
located to one side, the
whole
that there is not an inch
The
capaeity of the
, but

by opening the door separ

ating  the room,

accommodation is provided
hundred very few
churches is this arrangement an entire

being planned so

mee  wasted

seating

church is six hundre
lecture

for four more.  In
success, but here it works admirably,
and the platform is so planned that
those who sit in the
and
the main auditorium

lecture room can

¢ hew

as perfectly as those in
The fame of the
church has gone abrodd, and visitors come
ntly
ntleman travelled from Chicago for

to see it

from long distar
n g

the express purpose of examining the
building, and the next week another
arrived from Nova Scotia on the same
errand

There are and  beautiful

four lar

ge
stained glass windows, one of which was
contributed by the Epworth League and
has the League motto and Maltese cross.
Another very fine window is the gift

of the railway men. It is adorned by




THE AMASA WOOD HOSPITAL

the headlight of a locomotive, in addition
to other attractive features, Two very
pretty windows have been donated by
Messrs. Crossley and Hunter, the well
known evangelists, through whose lil
raged

ality the congregation were en
to undertake the building, T}
have shown their appreciation of the

trustees

evangelists’ generous gifts and  kindly
interest by naming the church after
them. Gy credit is due the former
pastor, Rev. (. T. Scott, under whose

enthusiastic leadership the work was car
issue.  The present
Crews, M.A., came
five

to a successful
pastor, Rev. H. W
to St. Thomas last July, after a
years” pastorate in Chatham

HUNTER-CROSSLEY
CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH

There is no great wealth in Central

Church congregation, but what is hetter,

there is plenty of energy, perseveran
and faith, and these are sure to win
The mite-box was introdues
into this Church early in January, when
two hundred out to
members of the congre
It is expected that about 2700

system

boxes were

ation and their

given

friends.
will be realized by thus looking after the
littles.

The three |
while on terms of g
and fellowship with the
Societies of other denominations,
frequent union meetings among them
harmo

of St. Thomas,
stest cordiality
Young People’s

have

AgUes

selves, and work together most

REV. M. T. CROI

REV. ). € HUNTER Ly
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niously, one helping the other on anni

versary and other special occasions

A
IF | WERE A BOY.
WY WISHOP J. § VINCENY

I 1 were a boy Ah, it 1 oonly
were The very thought sets my in
mation on fire Fhat “if 7 is a key to
Dreamland

If 1 were a boy well, it T were a
boy such as | owas, of the same sort,
with the same  beginnings, the  same

blood, the same surroundings, the same

teachers, the same home (blessed home

REV. H. W. CREWS, M A

the same classmates, the same aceidents,
il aspirations, the same

atmospheres,
interior opinions, passions, and conflicts

should T have come into the same life, hy
h, with the same experience
! Could 1

nt in any degree

the same

and outcome have made the

product diffe

If 1 were a hoy with my present
knowledge of the end, or the state of

present progress towards the end, with
my memory of the past and man's view
what would 1 do?

boy’s life

First 1 should have an early
sation with my parents. 1 should bring
my later wisdom to bear on them. I am

con er

older now than my father was when 1

was a boy, and 1 might give a word of

advice even to him

If I were a boy, | should want a
thorough  discipline, early  begun  and
never relaxed, on the eat strine of
willforce as the secret of character

Faith in God is, 1 know, the foundation,
But it be true fear, and not a
wretched terror @ the fear
reverent and holy love for a loving King
who is a Father, and who is as gentle as
tishness,

must
f which is a

a mother, and who loathes s

falsehood, and meanness. 1 1T were a
v | should want my teacher to put
ht of responsibility upon me; to
make me know and feel that God fur

nishes the material and the conditions,
but that | must do the work of building
character; to fill with the
t that 1 am nota * thing,” astone,
or putty, hut a * person,”
tor,”

a lump of el

cred and

run, in the

4|"Ii|l\\l'l.v i ause, i
that what 1
final outeome, 1 am to make myself.
Father and mother, older brother and
sister, pastor and teacher, neighbor and
friend, books and periodicals are
wl teachers.  Classes for letter-picking
and word-building, for difficult spel
and reading, are very good. Classes i

am in th

best

ERA.

Frunrany, I80—10
numbers, for mental problems and draw
ing geometrieal lines, are excellent. Bt
the best class, to he early organized and
longest sustained, the class in which a
twoyearold ean be an advanced pupil,
the class that never graduates, is the
eluss in which a boy is trained to say,
Clought : Lean: 1 owill

I 1 were o boy with my man's wisdo

1 should eat wholesome food and no other
I should chew it well and never “haolt it
wi I should eat at regular hours

should never touch tobacco, chewing

|
wum, or patent-medicines
to bed without cleaning my tecth
let a year go by without a dentist's in

NEVEr once g

never

spection and - treatment ; never sit up

late at night, unless a great eme
e

demanded it ; linger one
in bed when the time came for g

never fail to rub every part of my

never

up ;
|><In|) every morning with a wet towel,
and then with a dry and
drink more than three or four table
spoonfuls of ice-water at time.  But
all this takes will-power.  Yes, but that
is all it does take.

I should
who might be worried a
kind words of others, even of enemies, in
their absence. 1 should keep no unelean
thoughts, pictures, sights or stovies in my
memory and imagination. 1 should want
to be able to say, like Dr. George H
Whitney, 1 have never pronounced n
word which T ought not to speak in the
nee of the purest the
1 should treat little folks kindly,
show respect to ser

one nevey

one

never say a word to anvon

it it, and only

woman in

world,
and not tease them :
vants, and be kind to the unfortunate

I should play and romp, sing and shout,
climb trees, explore caves, swim rivers,
and be able to do in reason all the manly

things that belong to manly sports : love

REV. C. T. SCOTT, B.A.

and study nature: travel as widely and
observe as wisely as I could ; study’ with
a will when the time eame for study

reud  the try to speak
accurately and pronounce distinetly : o
and go through college, even if

best  books ;
to colleg
I expected to be a clerk, a farwer, or
a mechanic ; try to be a practical, every
day Christian ; help every good ciuse ;
“use the world and not abuse it treat
older men and women fathers and
mothers, the young as brethren and
sisters in all purity.

s
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THE ANGEL OF PATIENCE

o mourning homes,

el gently comes
banish pain,

ost again ;

has he t
Or give us back our
And yet in tenderest love, our dear
And heavenly Father sends him |

The

s quiet in that angel's glance,

There's rest in his still conntenan

He mocks no grief with idle che

r wounds with words the mourner’s
ear g

But ills and woes he may not cure

He kindly trains us to endure,

Angel of Patience ! sent to ealm

Our feverish brows with cooling palu;
To lny the stor f hope and fe:
And veconcile life's smile and tear ;
The throbs or wounded pride to still,
And make our own our Father's will

O thou who mournest on thy way,
With longings for the close of day :
He walks with thee, that angel kind,
And gently whispers: * Be resigned ;
car up, bear on, the end shall tell :
The dear Lord ordereth all things well.”
John Greenleaf Whittier.

Pewiry is power.  The rose, among
the sw st and  most  beautiful  of
God's creations, is armed with thorns,
nature’s sharp bayonets for warding off
attack.  Purity is the defence of beauty;
wodesty is the safegnard of innocen
The severe chastity which repels familiar-
ity is as absolutely essential for the safety
of the soul as genial attractiveness is for
its beauty, — 4. J. Gordon.

LA S 2 2

Gon knows our needs hefore we ask.
Then what is prayer for!  Not to inform
Him, nor to move Him, unwilling to have
mercy, as if like some proud prince He
rvequired a certain amount of r
of His grentness as the price of H
But to fit our own hearts by conscious
need and true desive and dependence to
receive the gifts which He is ever willing
to give, but which we are not always fit
to receive, As St. Augustine has it, the
empty vessel is by prayer carried to the
full fountain, — Alex. MelLaren.

L2 X 2K J

There is no joy in a half enlisted life.
It is people who go at things with all
their heart that get the real pleasure out
of life. If one is going to be a Christian
it is better to be one out and out, heart-
enlisted, active and earnestly engaged.
The most useless and only unhappy
Christian is the one not given wholly to
Christ. Some Christians are a little too
religious to enjoy sin, and yet too sinful
to enjoy religion. Of course they are
unhappy. Let us enter the Christian
life with zeal if we enter at all. Let us
o at its work “ with both hands earn-
estly.” Let us give ourselves wholly.
Then we will have joy and such success

THE CANADIAN

as will leave us no room to question if
life is worth the living. - Dr. 6. B F.
Hallock
T

A wiiek ago 1 held inomy hand a
strange sort of nut, a thing like a small
cannon it might have been made of
iron. “ How do v it 1 asked.
SWell,” said the man, “you want a
blacksmith s hammer to doit. The boys
fling them against the wall, and have to
do it half a dozen times hefore they get
them opened.”  As T looked at it 1
thought there wus a more excellent way
than that Plant it in the ground. Lot
it be quickened with new life from within
Let the gentle forees of sunshine and
shower move upon it, and again the old
husk would be rent,  So it s that God
beging to make us  beautiful, by the
power of a new life.—MWark Guy Pearse,
I

I erac

Goineg back is sometimes a dangerous
business. It may prove d
others as well as to ourselves.  In certain
jountiin-passes in- Austria are found
dx bearing, in German, the
Return den” These roads
Are S0 DATTOW 1 pitous that there
is no room fi ges abreast ;
therefore to attempt to retrace one’s path
might bring disaster upon one's self and
upon those coming after.  Once having
started there you must keep straight on
until you have reached your destination
Today’s pressing duties call us forward,
not backward,  There are others coming
after; we must push ahead for their
sukes and for our own.  Austria is not
the only place where there is need of the
warning, * Return  forbidden.” . .
v wmbull,

astrous to

e

Twe Bible vings with one long demand
for obedience. The key-word of the Book
of Deuteronomy is, “observe and do.
The burden of our Lord’s farewell dis-
course is, “If ye love me, keep n
mandments,”  We must not ques
reply or excuse ourselves,  We must not
pick and choose our way.  We must not
think that obedience in one direction will
compensate  for  disobedience in some
other particular,  God gives one com
mand at a time ; if we obey this we wiil
flood our souls with blessing, and lead us
forward into new paths and pastures
But if we refuse we shall remain stagnant
and water logged, make no progress in
Christian experi and lack both power
and joy.—Rev. F. B. Meyer.

“THE LIVING GOD.”

How many times we find this expres
jion in the Holy Seriptures,  And it is
sust this very thing which we are prac
tically prone to lose sight of.  We know
it is written “the living God ;" we may
speak about Him as the living God, but
n our daily life there is scarcely anything
we practically so much lose sight of, as
the fact that Guod is the living God and
He is now whatever He was three thou
sand or four thousand years since ; that
He has the same sovereign power, the
same saving love toward those who love
and serve Him as ever He had, and that
He will do for them what He did for
those two thousand, three thousand, four
thousand years ago, simply because He is

EPWORH EERA. 43

the living God, the ung
same as ever He was

Oh, how the < we should contide in
Him, and in our darkest moments and in
our greatest trials and in our heaviest
difficultios and atfhictions should never
lose sight of the fact that He is still the
living God and ever will be the living
God ' George Muller.

nging One, the

THE BEST OF PRAYERS.

When through the grace of the Re
decmer we reach the land of heavenly
promise, and review this present mortal
life from the perspective of eternity, we
shall look with wonder at some of the
prayers that we have offered, so haphaz-
ard, so thoughtless, so little mixed with
faith and feebly winged with hope, and
will be amazed that where we were so
little in earnest in asking, God was so
generous and sagacious in giving. The
truth is that God is so anxious to bless
His children that He does not wait for a
perfect prayer before granting a blessing,
else the benefit would never come.  Under
these umstances the best of prayers is
that we might be given more |||;rpuw,
more point, more power in prayer. —
The Observer,

REST, BUT DO NOT LOITER.

The junction of Fleet Street and Far
rington Street, at the foot of Ludgate
Hill,is one of the most erowded thorough-
fares of London. Two tides of travel
meet there, the one pouring towards the
Bank of England and the commercial
quarters, the Surrey side of the Thames,
and the other pouring towards Black
frinr's Bridge.

In the centre of that junction, between
two lamp-posts, there used to be a solid
aken bench, or “settle,” with a high
back, and on that back was the inscrip
tion, ** Rest, but do not loiter.”  On that
beneh thousands of people in the course of
every day used to rest their weary limbs.

Like that poor man’s bench in seething
London, stands the unrepealed ordinance
of the Sabbath, and over its blessed
portal is written, ““ Rest, but do not
lounge or loiter."— Theodore L. Cuyler,

ONE AT A TIME

When T was alittle boy helpin’ mother
to store away the apples, T put my arm
round so many o' them and tried to bring
them all. T managed for a step or two,
Then one fell out, an’ another, an’ another,
an' two or three more, till they was all
rollin® over the floor.  Mother laughed.
w, Dan'el,” says she, *“ I'm goin' to
teach you a lesson.” So she put my little
hands quite tight around one.

“There,” said she, *“bring that, an’
then fetch another,”

I've often thought about it when I've
seen folks who might be doin’ ever so
much good if they didn't try to do too
much all at once. ~Don’t go tryin’ to put
your arms round a year, an’ don't go
troublin’ about next week.

One day at a time, one hour, one min-
ute —yes, one second, is all the time we
get at once. So our best course is to “ do
the next thing next.”— Daniel Quorm.




{

4+ THE  pVADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

MRk e
< = . )
] (ll)lsslonar\z. g
<-»;’ -

Notes.

Tue China Inland Mission now num
bers 773 missionaries and 318 stations
and out-stations, with 605 paid and un
puid helpers

R

Tukke are more than thirteen thousand
converts in Java alone from Mohamme
danism as the result of the work of the
various Dutch societies

o oEx

O~ Raratonga, where seventy years ago
the inhabitants were fierce  cannibals
when John Williams fi
them, there is now a sewing machine in
every household and “nearly evel
has an American buggy and a pony or
two,”

t came amor

( family

'SR
A MISSIONARY in Assam, eating his
breakfast under the shade of a tree, says
“ When I asked the blessing, it was really
quite necessary to explain that T was not
worshipping the food on the table, but
giving God thanks for it ; for they wor
ship almost anything.”

e

A Narive of India said to a mission
ary : *“Wedo not v your hooks, for
we need not read them ;

we do not fear
your preachers, for we need not listen

but we do fear your women, for they are
winning the hearts of our

when homes and hearts are
is there left for us?”

L

women, and
gone, what

Tue Missionary Herald says that the
ritish and Foreign Bible Soc
for the year prior to April Ist that it had
distributed 4, 387,17 which is
more than 180,000 beyond the circulation
in any previous year. The versions of
eleven of the great languages of India
and Ceylon are now undergoing careful

copies,

revision
* %%
Waarever you may be told to the
contrary, the teaching of Christianity
among the 160,000,000 of civilized, indus-
trious Hindus and Mohammedans in India
moral,

is effecting changes social “and
polit which, for extent and rapidity
of effect, are far more extraordin than
anything vou or your fathers have wit
. ! Lartls

nessed in modern  Europe,—Sir
Freve,
TEE

Tue Missionary Review gives an ac
eount of a rema
deni, a, where a collection no less
remarkable was taken,
about #230. “Tt consisted of

11 knives, 14 earthenware pots,
skets, 1 mat, 67 fowls, 2 sheep,
105 pounds of beans, 97 pounds
5 pounds of maize, 34 pounds
of potatoes, 62 pounds of pumpkins, and
3 pounds 6 ounces of heads, T
does not include the European contribu
tions, which amounted to £2 185, The
total value of the collection, European

cable meeting at Ekwen

>

amounting  to
money,

@ money

and native, according to native

is £6 1s 5d

e

Tk
formed,” says
this : That Christianity, and the
odist type of it, in India, have brot
forth i this gene
Christian evidences of greater value to
the world than all the volumes of Chris
tian evidences that ean be gathered from

tive judgment 1 have
Bishop  Foss, *is about
Meth
ht
volume  of

tion a

the librarvies of the theological seminaries
of both hemispheres ; that in our time
the Christian religion has so taken hold
in the vast empire of India, among almost
three hundred million people, as almost
to enable the careful observer to see the
very footprints of the everliving Christ
all over that land.”

Mission Mites.

There are 10,000 missionaries,
Forty million heathen die every year
ey are dying at the rate of 100,000

There are 1,000,000,000 heathe
world

Each  missionary is
100,000 souls.

n the
responsible  for

In China there is one ordained minister

to every 500,000,

Christians are giving at the rate of
one-tenth of a cent a day

There are
evangelical schools in India

300,000 pupils in mission

A medieal mission was established as
early as I824 at .

rusalem
At every breath we draw four souls
perish, never having heard of Christ

The largest heathen nation in the world

(China) is represen at Washington by

a Christian,

The Red Man.

Bishop Whipple, who has known the
red man intimately for many years, suys
*The North American Indian is tl
noblest type of wild man in the world.
He recognizes a Great Spirit, has an
abiding faith inafuture life, passionately
loves his family, and will lay down his
life for his tribe.  He is the soul of hos
pitality. If his bitterest enemy came to
him,
courtesy as if he were

nuch
a friend, TI
Indians are also a truthful race, unless
dominated by drink. T have never known
an Indian tell a lie.  Last vear T heard
an offic I have lived
twenty warlike
Indians on this continent ; half the time
I have been hunting them, and the other
half they have been hunting me, and 1
have never known an Indian to tell a lie,’
and every officer in the army will endorse
this.  They are also very honest, and have
a dry humor,
holding a service near an Indian village
camp. My th
in a lodge, and when T was going out, 1
asked the chief if it were safe to leave
them there while T went to the village to
hold a service. * Yes,"he said,  perfectly
safe.  There is not a white man withina
hundred miles,”

e would be treated witl

rin the army say

me vears with the most

Many years ago 1 was

1gs were seattered about

ARy, 180912

Amended.

hiwe were theilling words and hopeful
prophecy uttered hy the Hon, Abram S
Hewitt in a notable address on education
some time ago

|||l'~]"||lw nth century will be known
as llu era of liberty ; the nineteenth cen
tury as the era of evolution of f
and the twentieth century as the of
universal education, until the reproach
that there is a human being uneducated
shall Se Lo exist,”

Shall not the Church amend  that
prophecy by declaring that the twentieth
century shall also be the era of universal
evangelization, until the reproach shall be
removed that there is an immortal soul
without an opportunity of hearing the
glorious Gospel 7 1f she so wills, it can

~Charles B. Galloway,

be done.

Words from Missionaries.
Let us advance on our knees
Hardie Neesima

The prospect is as bright as the pro
mises of God,

Joseph

Adoniram Judson
Give until you feel it,
until you don't feel it.

and then give
Mary Lyon

I will go down, but remember that you
must hold the vopes.— William arey.

If T had a thousand lives to live, Africa
should have them all. Bishop Mackenziv

That land is henceforth my country
which most m-wL the Connt
Zinzendory.

My Jesus, my King, my Life, my All,
I again dedicate myself to thee,— David
Livingstone,

Gospel

ots are the fingers of God
the facts of
sary condition of intelligent interest, —
AT, Pierson,

I cannot, 1 dare not go up to judgment
till T have done the utmost God enables
me to do to diffuse His glory throughout
the world. — Asahel Grant,

To know
u..lmn missions is the neces

Tt is my de vluun\h on, and I say it
again and again, that if the Church of
Christ were what she ought to be, twenty
vears would not pass away till the story
of the Cross would he uttered in the ears
of every living man,—Simeon N, Calloun.,

A Rousing Watchword.

The |/4-~m:mu/ Ilurlun/. appears in a
new dress and enlarged form. but as
usual, it is filled with valuable missionary
informat The first yage of the
January number contains a stirving
appeal fe 275,000 for missions, duri
the coming year. Here m
tences from the Outlook's article :

“We must strike as never hefore for a
grand total of 5,000, Let our Church
from sea to sea inscribe it upon her
ges and banners.  Let it ring out
n..m every platform, and pulpn and pew

275,000 for missions.” And let every
|'|n\ orth League and Christian Endeavor
Society, and Sabbath School, and Meth
odist in Canada say, *£275,000 for mis
sions.”  And if in the spirvit of love for

God and souls it is done, the windows of

heaven shall open and God will pour out
upon us such a blessing that |h1|.- shall
not be room enough to receive it,

few sen
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S

- Forward Movement for Missions

DEPARTMENT.
In charge of F. 0. STEPHENSON, M.D., C.M.,
Corresponding member of the Students’ Mission-
ary Campaign, 8 Parlisment Street, Toronto.

QOrigin of the Movement.

The origin of the Students’ Missionary
Campaign is sacred, 1t can be traced to
small prayer-meetings and the secret
closets, but who would dare say that the
Lord told him first, or that he even first
interpreted and obeyed the command !
We believe that He who is called
Wonderful, Counsellor, instructed all
those who could and would help in this
great work. In venturing to look back
over the few steps which we have taken,
we should not even pause in our forward
march bearing the banner of love around
the world.

Although many agencies and condi
tions have combined to make a Forward
M Missions possible, yet two
comparatively new organizations seem to
stand out as buttresses on which we have
been able to huild :

First, the Student Volunteer Move
ment for Foreign Missions, which origin

nated in 1886, and spread so rapidly
from college o college  throughout
this continent.  The missionary spirit

was greatly quickened in our Canadian
colleges, volunteer bands were formed,
and many colleges undertook to send out
one of their number to vepresent those
who could not go to the regions heyond.
Among these efforts was the organiza:
tion of the Canadian Colleges’ Mission,
which, by uniting Trinity and Toronto
Medical Colleges with Toronto Univer
sity, undertook to support Dr. K. A
Hardy in Corea. Victoria University,
Wesleyan Theological College, Montreal,
and Wesley College, Winnipeg, raised
money to send out missionarie Albert
College, Belleville, undertook to support
a missionary for three years,  Many
perplexing questions were raised by the
energetic efforts of the students.  The
chief of these was the difficulty of con
trolling and directing.  Hoping to unify
and direct the efforts of this new fo
the Intercolleginte Alliance was o
ized.

This organization, ln-mg interd;
national, “ecould do little in the way nt
legislation.  It, however, proved a great
blessing in that it brought all denomina-
tions together to consider and discuss
many phases of missionary work. Tt has
knit together the missionary spirits of
all those who have been privileged to
attend the conventions, and has therefore
done untold good. But the great ques
tions, such as “ What can a College Mis

sionary Society do for Missions /" 1y
it wise for each College to try to
support one of its Graduates!” ete.,

could not be settled with satisfaction
all concerned, although they were «
cussed at conventions and in college halls,
During these years fron 1889 to 1891,
while our college halls were thronged with
missionary enthusiasts, the young people
in our churches were organizing. The
Christian Endeavor and Epworth League

came fo vd tofill a long felt need. The
Young People took up readily with
Christian Endeavor or the Evangelistic

Department. They had received training
for their work in the prayermeeting,
fellowship meeting, and special serviees
The literary and debating societies had
dnnn-uhul prepared  the way for the
Literary Department. The Social Depart
ment naturally followed in the path made
by and ullwllaulnln-nl-«. The
Missiona v Department of the Epworth
League was ver
hard to organize and sustain.  Whe
ild help organize this Epworth Leagug
Missionary Department better—and whe
would rejoice more in the opportunit
to thus work for the extension of th
Master’s kingdom than the i‘lllllll\llhl,
missionary student !

( To be Coutinud. )

socials

Suggested Programme.

For February.

Sunskcr-—The Indians of Our Dominion,
The Stranger within our Gates,
Hymy —185,

Praver—Subject for the Month,
READING OF THE SeRipTvRES— lsainh 10,
31, Hyvun 51,

I'u-m (10 minutes) —“On Our Work
Japanese and Chinese in
umbia.”

The  Missionary  Report,
Letter in January Outlook,
W.AMLR, Report, pages T8 83,

R (D minutes) < On Relig
the Japanese and Chinese.”

Discussion.  Hyws 233,

Tue INpians oF otk DoviNios
ences, List of Indian books publish
Pavers (5 minutes)—On “The Origin
of the Indians.” Their Manners and
Customs.”  * Where they Live in Our
Dominion.”

Paver (10 minutes)+On Our Work
Among the Indians in British Colum
bin, North-West Territories and On

REFERENCES
page 35,

Rereresces — The  Missionary 11:,//,.4.A
and the Missionary Reports (W. M8
and General Society),

Hyws

370,

News from Kitamaat, B.C.

Rev. George H. Raley, our missionary
at Kitamaat, who has been taken up for
support by the Wingham District Ep
I League, issues a printed letter
quarterly.  As the Indians at Kitamaat
are only beginning to learn of Christ and
His teachings, the paper telling of the
work and its needs has appropriately
been named Nana-Kwa (7% Dawn).
The following extracts are interesting

Tue Winre May

A new era has beenentered upon in the
history of the Kitamaats. Hitherto the
tribe has largely kept to itself and apart
from the outside world.  Now a number
of white men are ming and going,
government  employees, surveyors, ex
plorers, also civil engineers and prospee-
tors.  Thus far all have had a good influ-
ence.  No word of complaint has been
heard by us.  The white men have re-

spected the hy-laws of the Indian Council,

'y much needed but very!
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and have regarded the costoms of the
people, and more than that they have at
tended when practicable the church ser
vices, We should be more than delighted
if such a state of affairs should be in the
future ; then should we gain the benefits
of civilization and happily be deprived of
many evils which apparently follow in the
wake of it.  What HOW is
Christian— colony K itamaat
Valley, men and women personally con
ted, who, while huilding up the

, clearing and tilling the land, will
be living examples of  practical Chris
tianity to the natives.

is wanted
for

the

A Request vor Mepicine

Conside

ing the fact that the young
man who wrote the following letter had
but little advantage in the way of school,
itis very good.  This is verhatim, similar
OIS Are Not uneommon :

I am Crap river now
Foh. 14 it 1807
My De

sir Mr, Raley st Kitawat

I want please sent, n

cine) for me Because T got sick all thne
ad oy wife got sick to and my In law
mother to get sick every time, my heald sick
and my heart sick and all my skin out side
you sent we all sam Blood drink milson and
all s like my wife milson all sam you give
B in Kitwmaat that time he was sick ke

milson (medi

Black milson, and wilson for that outside
skinn 1 am Crap River please sent me this
river, I am yours
¢ Andrew Smith
Wiy ¥ STILL PRACTISED.

“About two vears ago
or Indian hoy was disen-
bowelled near Telegraph Creek, as a sac
for having bewitched a member of
For some unexplained reason
no official notice was taken of the crime,
Lately, however, the gistrate at Tele
graph was informed that another sucri

says the Glen
Noews, *

fice was in contemplation. A boy, aged
fourteen, was to be slaughtered for be
witching and causing the death of a girl "

We have heard the matter was quietly
and judiciously investigated by the mis
sionary, with the gratifving result that
the boy was saved from a most barbarous
death ;

of refug

f the * cities

Wl placed in one
“a home for Indian children.

From London District.

The London District Epworth League
president writes @ Tt has been no trouble
Lo pay our money every quarter as it has
come due.  Our Treasurer gave in her
veport that she had paid to our Chairmmn
of the Distriet per quarter thus far,
and we are praying, planning, and there
fore looking p
than last

greater results this ve

O Prax or Wonk,

1. By getting all tl ation we
can about the need of

field.

infc
missionary in out

I-\ talking to the members about
the f and and
their interest as well as their mite,

3. Systematizing  time, giving
prayer.

This Distriet will try
Leagues incited by the oftic
aad we hope and pray that God's blessing
may attend our work.”

its needs,

solieiting

and

to have the
s this year,
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£ OQuestion Deawer. 3
POooceeeeoeeaeeeeee: -un"‘?

Questions bearing on League or Sunday
k. will by wered in these columns

YU (s <iee 1y permit

Q. Should offivers by elocted annually or
semi-annually?

A. Theconstitution provides for annual
eleetion of officers only, which is much
be preferrved to an election for six months

The latter is too short a term for the best
work to be done

Q. When di

) )

s the Epworth League year

A, The last General Conference decided
that the League year should close at the
siame time as the church year. The annual
held in the
s are to be

business meeting is to b
month of April, when office
eleeted for the year

Q. How can we get the older people to

attend the League !

A. Invite them personally, and make
them feel that they are heartily welcome,
Oceasionally ask one of the senior mem
bers to give a short address, or take
charge of the topic. Determine that theve
shall be no lines of division between the
old and young in the Church.

Q. Which ix the better plan
leaders for the year, or from wmonth to
wonth 7

A. Have leaders arvanged for six or
twelve months, and get the names printed

to appoint

in connection with the topics. Some
changes will, of course, have to be made
before the time is up, but these can be
attended to by the First Vice-President

Q. I8 it wise to have associate wembers

on Committees ?

A. By all means.  The very best way
to interest associate members in Leagoe
work is to put them on some committee,
and give them work to do. There are
several committees upon which associate
members can do fine work, such as the

al, visiting and relief, social and lit

Q. How often is it wise to have a social
erening !

A. That depends very much upon local
circumstances. In some places a social can
be held to good advantage once a month.
In others once a quarter or once in six
It is better
to introduce much of the social element
into the ordinary meetings than to have
social entertainments too oft

months is frequent enough.

Q. Where the members have acquired
the habit of coming late, what would you
recommend !

4. Announce, distinetly and emphati
cally, that the meeting will begin abso
on time, and then keep your
promise though there are only half a
dozen present. In some societies a placard
is hung out with the words “I am early.”
When the minute announced for com-
mencing the service arrives this is turned,
and the tardy member finds himself con
fronted by the words  You are late.”

CANADIAN EPWORTH

. Is the

Epworth  Leagne  Reading
Course intended to be a vival of the
C.L.8S«(

4. By no means,  The Chautaugua
course costs #7.00, and this is beyond
the reach of many people There s
plenty of room for a course, more popular
in character, and which costs only 22,00,
The two courses appeal to two ditferent
constituencies, and there is no compe

tition

@ What would you do with Com
mittses which do ot work ?

A. Let the President hold the Chair
men of Committees responsible.  Sug

work that ought to be done, and urg
them to get atit. Remind and re-remind
the delinquents until they realize the
importance of the duty which has been
President  should
always call for Committees to report in

assigned  them, The

writing at the monthly business meeting
Verbal reports encourage carelessness

Q. When it is necessary to hold the
prayer-meeting in the church or in «

room several tmes 1

large to accommo
late those who attend, how can we prevent
the members from scattering?

A. If the seats are movable, pile up in
a corner those not likely to be used.  1f
seats ave stationary, have a certain por
tion curtained off, or marked in some
way, which is to regarded as the meet
ing place.
outside of this.

Do not allow any one to sit
With the leader inside

ERA.
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the altar, and half of the members down
about the stove a good meeting is well
If the leader cannot
induce those present to come to the front,

nigh impossible

let him go back where the principal
gathering is.  In some way, get together.
. Af it ds impossible to attend  both
Chureh  prayer-meetings,
which wonld be more helpful ?

wur and

A, That depends largely on local cir
cumstances, and  the individual
must decide.  As a rule, however, the
people should  endeavor to be
present at the church prayer-meeting
The League meeting was never intended
to take the place of the weekly meeting
in which old and young
together, wver speak of the chureh
“The old people’s

meeting,” for it is nothing of the kind

young

prayer-meeting  as

Q. How can we get young men inter
exted in the League ?

A. Let the members of the League
interest themselves in tl
the neighborhood
them.
and make the v

young men of

Get acquainted with
Give oceasional social receptions,
gular meetings as attrae
tive as possible without lowering the
Do personal work
who know unconverted young men best
ent and
kindly invitations to attend the League
services  When they join either as active

standard Let those

go after them, and give them urg

or associate members, immediately give
them something to do.

IL - Rev. R. N, Buess, B.A

Tre honor of having organized the first
Epworth League in Canada belongs to
Rev. R. N. Burns, B.A., of 1

hortly after the amalgamation of the
Young People's Societies of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, in 1889, he sent
for the League literature, and at once
@ took steps to have the new society intro-
duced into the Elizabeth Street Church,
Barrie, of which he was then pastor. As
early as 1883 he had formed a vigorous
Young People’s Association in Yonge
Street Church, Toronto, modelled after

Prominent League Workers.

the old Literary Association at Cobourg,
but infused with the Christian spirit. He
saw, however, that an organization which ®
united all Methodist societies under one |
constitution would be an improvement
The first meeting of the League was
held on October 20th, 1889, Before that
Conference year was over, a convention

was ealled of the Methodist young people §

of the district. It was the first gathering

of the kind in Canada, and was quite ®

suceessful in interesting the young people

in the new society.  Mr. Burns was made

President of the Methodist Young People’s @

Association of Ontario in  180.95—an ®
)

important year, which culminated in the
magnificent  convention in Elm  Street
Church, Toronto, with its rousing watch
word, ** Revivals and Missions.”

A page in the Christian Guardian was
edited by Mr. Burns, in the interest of
Young People's work, for about a year.
He had much to do with framing the first
draft of constitution for the Epworth
League, which was adopted by the Gen-
eral Conference with very few changes. &
He has heen Secretary of the Toronto ®©
Conference, and has occupied pastorates,
with e t success, in Barrie, Graven-
hurst, Toronto and Orillia.  Woodgreen,
Yonge Street and Wesley churches in
Toronto have enjoyed his ministry. In
each place he has given special attention
to the young people, without in any way
neglecting other departments of church
work. He was on the progran at the
Cleveland and Chattanooga ( ntions,
and occupied the chair at one of the pri
cipal meetings of the Toronto Convention,

Mr. Burns is a pleasing speaker, an
worker, and an enthusiastic

wheelman.
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AL AL AL LA
Practical Plans,

Reading Room. Brant Ave. Church,
Brantford, has a first-class free veading
room, open every t in the week from
seven to ten. It is supplied with the lead-
ing dailies, weeklies, magazines, ete, in
addition to a small library, writing desk,
paper, envelopes, ete.  Since opening, the
average attendance has heen between
twenty-five and  thirty, mostly young
men,

LI

A Two-Cent Stamp. - A novel
method of reminding the Endeavorers
that have adopted the two-cents-a-week
plan of giving to foreign missions has
been adopted in the society of the Phil-
lips  Congregationgl  Church, of South
Boston.  Each leavorer is given a
small box for the collection of his money,
and upon the lid of the box is pasted a
two-cent stamp,

'TEE

Brevity. —The prayers in the prayer
meeting should be br It is better far,
to have five prayers of three minutes’
length each than one of fifteen.  The one
of fifteen is almost certain to set a num
ber to sleep and to throw a coldness ove
all.  The five of three minutes each are
just as certain to keep everybody aroused
and to inerease their fervor—provided, of
course, they be earnest and sincere, The
more individuals that can be induced t
take part in the meeting the greater will
be the interest and attractiveness,

ko

The Prayer-leeting. —There ought
always to be distinet topies before the
meeting.  These topics carefully stated
and insisted upon by the leader will give
point, freshness, directness, energy to the
prayers. General petitions are dull pre-
cisely in proportion to their vagueness
and impersonality.  Specitic and personal
petitions become from the nature of the
case more intense, pithy, and penetrated
with life and power. The prophet
Elisha’s prayer was for the dead boy of
the bereaved mother. How personal it
was, how burning, how passionate and
persistent.  So, too, Jesus prayed for the
dead daughter of Jairus. So again He
summoned Lazarus by name from the
grave. His sheep, He says, are known
to Him by name. There was an individ-
uality about all His work ; there should
be the same in ours, —Christion Work,

* EE

The Consecration Meeting. — Don't
have two successive consecration meetings
alike. Always have prayer at the open-
ing. Banish all business except the
earnest and loving reception of new
members.  Have songs few and fitting.
Discourage—and forbid, if it must come
to that—all the various ingenious make-
shifts whereby the weak members of the
society seek to fulfil the letter without
fulfilling the spirit of the pledge. Make
it known that the rule regarding three
consecutive absences from consecration
meetings will be enforced strictly, and

THE CANADIAN

then — strictly enf
members to send  ear
and not always in the ipture
quotations,  Suggest that these messages
be sent oceasionally (not always, of course)
to the more backward members, with the
request that they read them to the society,
In short, a good conseeration meeting,
like eve ing else that is good, does
not come for the mere asking, but only
as the rvesult of definite working and
pra When it comes, however, it is
a golden blessing, well worth, inany times
over, all the effort and painstaking you
have put upon it —Christion Endeavor.

*FE

Tourist Social. The
are put up in small paste-l
the form of a trunk or valise, to each of
which is attached a check.  Every per
son, upon entering, is provided with one
of these che he programme  con-
sists of addresses or talks on some tour
that has been made during the previous
summer. At a social of this kind held
in Chatham, Ont., there were three such
speeches, one desc ve of a * Bie
tour,” another on a “Geologizal tour,”
id a third concerning a ** Fishing tour,”
Such a programme can be made very
as well as interesting,  This
al has also been suceessfully tried in
idon and St. Thomas,

refreshments
ard boxes in

ok w

Faithfulness to Pledge. The most
important duties of the Lookout Com
mittee are: First, to be faithful to the
pledge themselves so that they may be
in a better position to cncourage and
strengthen others in doing what Jesus
would have them do.  See that the old
members do not get careless and that the
new members take part in the meetings.
Be sure and let those who ave timid see
that the attempt which they have made
has e appreciated.  Visit the sick,
Laborwith and proy for the associate mem
bers that they may accept the Saviour’s
love and forgiveness and thereby come into
tive membership with all its privileges
and duties.  Have committee meetings
often and let the chairman see that every
member is doing something for Christ and
the Church.  Never overlook strangers

M'he Inland.

* %%

The Corresponding Secretary.
It would be a good plan for the Corre
sponding Secretary to be solemnly pledged
in presence of the society to faithfully
answer all communications, of an official
character at least. It is a perennial
complaint with District, Conference, and
general officers that about 60 per cent.
local corresponding secretaries utterly
neglect to answer letters of the greatest
importance.  Here are some of the more

at
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oy Buildings.  PMease do not wegle ot
this. 4. Send written announcement of
League meeting each week to the pastor
for use in the pulpit. 5. See that an
account | public League mee
forwarded to the local paper for publica
tion, 6. Let the edit
kept informed of any pr
the League is doing.

L

of this paper e
‘tieal work that

oo

The Social Committee. - Dr. M.
Gill, in the Christian Union Herald, makes
the following excellent suggestions

“The chairman of the new Social Com
mittee was a bashful young fellow, who
felt greatly embarvassed when notified
that he had been chosen to fill such a
position.  His first impulse was to vesign,
or to refuse to serve ; but he was just a
little bit too conscientious for such a
course,  Then he had listened to a ser
mon, on the subject of personal respoisi
bility ; and the influence of that was still
upon him,  He made up his mind that it
was his duty to be the leader of his com
mittee in the use of such means as might
suggest themselves to promote the socil
interests of the society. He also accepted
of the fact that responsibility for suggest
ing a plan of work was lnid upon him.

“He went to the secretary of the
society and secured a copy of the
plete roll of the society.
eighty names.  These he divided into
five equal parts, preparing a of six-
teen names for each member of the com
mittee.  Then he saw each member of
his committee, and ealled a meeting at a
time when each member could be present.

“We ean n e, ask our
young people to be  specially friendly
with each other, unless we set them the
example by showing ourselves especially
friendly to all of them,

“Then he asked each member of the
committee to read aloud his list of six
teen vames, and to indicate the number
of those in whose homes he hal callod
during the last year. The result wis
somewhat surprising.  Members of that
committee began to realize that a splhi
of usefulness was opening up for them
Then the chuirman  continued, *1 am
going to ask each one to call upon each
individual in your list, whose name is
not marked as having  been  alvendy
ealled wpon, within the next week, |1
shall do the same with my list. Lot us
make our ealls social and friendly, and
let us use the opportunity to talk up the
interest of our society,  Then let us meet
sther one week from to-night, to com
After we have done that we
will exchange lists, and procead in the
same manner for the next week, and so
on, for five weeks, or until every member
of our socicty has been ealled” upon hy

ol
There were ju-t

important duties of the rresy

secretary : 1. To answer promptly all
communications, particularly those com-
ing from League officers. 2. If time is
necessary to obtain information, send a
postal eard at once, stating that the
letter has been received, and will have
attention as soon as possible. 3. When
the annual election of officers takes place
the list of new officers should be written
out, with post office addresses, and mailed
to the District League Secretary, and
also to the General Secretary, Room Y,

every rof the Social Committes,’

*The above is not a recital of all that
the new Social Committee did ; but it
does indicate how, under the leadership
of an eflicient chaivman, it entepsd upon
its work. It does not require a prophet
or the son of a prophet to tell of the
splendid results in the society and con
gregation.  And now, what is there to
hinder any Social Committee from doing
a similar work ! What are you doing
for your committee, Mr, (or  Miss)
Chairman !
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St. James’ Church, Montreal.

Methodist

seriously

St. James

Mont
Indeed,

Chureh,
real, embarrassed
that is altogether too mild a deseription
of the state of
affuirs. It s
in imminent
financial peril, N
and unless the z
whole  Church
to the
rescue this fine
erty  will
pass out of our
hands

Just why the

Church s in

such a econdi
tion is too long
a story to tell
here, but  the
fact ix before
us, and the
question that
confronts us is,

What shall
be done An
appeal, author
ized hy the
General Con

ference, is now
being  made
throughout all
our work., Let
the response be
generous
prompt
church is will need the com
bined efforts of all the churches, and even
the small coutributions must be looked
after,

We should remember that this magnifi
cent building, none too fine for the place it

saved it

occupies, belongs to us all and not merely
to the local trustees, If the Methodist
Church allows our cause in this important

centre to be swamped by debt, we will
never again dare mention our connexion
alism.  This is not in any sense an adver

tisement, and we are making this appeal
unsolicited.  The cuts of the building
have been made expressly for this paper,
and at our own expense. We want our
lers to that St. James is worth

Helping the Pastor,

HOW THE ORDINARY HEAREKR MAY HELP

It has been said that

any richer than his wife will let him

Whether this be true or not, it certainly
that no
than

is a fact minister can be any

successful his
1
will depend very largely upon the hearty
op

a little strange, but it is nevertheless a
that  the
much to do in making the sermon effec
There many which
they may help the pastor to preach
Nothing has
such a depressing effect upon a preacher
as empty pews, especially if they happen
to be immediately in front of him. The
average hearer can have no idea of how

more congregation

will let him progress that is made

sration of the g 1t may seem

certainty, have

wtion

tive are ways in

1. Help by being present

much his simple pre in the pew
encourages his pastor, particularly if the
day is wet or stormy, If this were

understood people would muke a greater
effort to get out
2 A

one of

on time,  Punctuality

may be

minor moralities, but it is

4

ST. JAMES' METHODIST CHURCH, MONTREAL.

nevertheless important, A celebrated
man once said, “ It is part of my religion

not to disturh

other people’s religion.’
It is always a satisfaction to the
in coming into the pulpit to find the
people “all present before God.”

3. Listen as did Lydia of old, who
heavd the truth with *“her heart
wide.” Let the ears and eyes be open
It is a shame to sleep in church
The snoozing pewholder is a damper on

wher

open
also.

the preacher’s enthusiasm.

L Put yourself in a listening attitude,
There are hearers in almost every con
wtion who assume a lazy and careless
position, fasten their e
and whose whole appearance leads one to
conclude that they feel themsel ves

ves on the floor,

EPWORTH ERA.

no man can he
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intensely  hored.  Such  persons are a

hundred-fold worse than the sleepers in

their chilling eflect upon the pastor
It is sometimes said of such a hearer
O, that is his way of listening, but he

Itisa
very poor way, and one that should be
woided

5. Pray for the pastor bef
home, on” the way to church, and during
the On the
criticisin, but talk over the subject of

hears every word that is said

+ leaving

service road home avoid
the sermon with others and emphasize
good points

6. When the sermon strengthens and

helps you, do not forget to tell the
minister that  his words have been a
blessing to you.  He hears enough fault

finding ; let his heart be cheered by

words of encouragement

“Two or Three.”

When there are only a few persons pres
ent, is it worth while to hold a meeting?
is a question which has often perplexed
League presidents and pastors not a little.
There is a very strong temptation to
undervalue the importance of a small
audience, but
we believe it
is always best

to  hold the
meeting  that

has been an
nounced, no
matter how
few may be
present,

Dr. Buckley,
editor of the
New York
Christian Ad.
vocate, in a
personalinter

view, told us
that he once
preached in

Detroit to an
audience of
three men, on
account of a

great storm.
Some 'S
after, one of
these men,

meeting the
doctor, said,
“Do you re
member prea
ching in De
troit to three
“Yes," replied Dr. Buckley, “1
recollect it perfectly.” “Well,” con
tinued the gentleman, “1 have heard
you frequently, but never knew you to
be so interesting or so eloquent as on
that Sunday morning.” 1t is a mark of
true greatness to exalt an ordinary occa
sion and determine to do one's be

It is related that Bishop Randall was
announced to preach in an Eastern church
on behalf of his work in
Colorado.  The evening came and proved

men

missiona

dreadfully stormy.  Only s persons
appeared.  For a moment the good

Bishop hesitated. Finally he concluded
that it was his duty to carry out his
appointment ; the question of congrega
tion was none of his business. Accord
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ingly the service went on, and he preached
his ‘sermon to the six people. In the
vollection which followed was one offering
Ihis next
day he received a note from a gentleman
wsking him to eall at such an office.  The
Bishop responded am the one,” said
the gentleman, * who gave you the 2200
last night But after getting home 1 did
not feel quite satisfied with doing that
I propose to make the sum up to £1,000
and here is my check for the
It is not likely that the good
after this ever had any doubts with refer

of #2200 amazed him The

balance
Bishop

ence to his duty when called upon to fac

v small congregation

Hackneyed Illustrations.
Do not use them, It
when there is such a wealth of fresh and

s not necessary

interesting incidents to he obtained from
the papers and
clsewhere, It
Is surprising
that so many
speakers will
their
remarks by
dr

wenken

gging in an

that

lost their fo
on account of
familiarity. At
our recent Gen

eral Conference
aker of

a sy
some note re
lated, in de
tail, that old

varn about the
soldier in Cuba
who was saved
frombeing shot
by having the
English and
American flags
wrapped about
him When
this story wa
first told in To
ronto, in Elm
Street Church,
by Rev. J. O
Peck, D.D., it

aroused gr

t enthusiasm, and the vast
audience burst into applause though it
was Sunday evening. Tts latest repe
tition in our city fell decidedly flat
A colored brother who was introdu
to the General actually
several telling the
ancient story of how the old woman
killed the bear when her partner claimed
the credit. Tllustrations wisely chosen
add greatly to the effect of a sermon or
address, but time-worn chestnuts should
be avoided.

Conference,

spent minutes in

The Pastor and the League.

One of our district secretaries, in send
ing out report blanks to the local leagues,
among other questions asked the follow-
ing: ‘“‘How often has your pastor at-
tended the League meetings during the
year!" Laying aside the propriety of
asking such a question, the answers are

THE
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decidedly interesting The majority  of
the societies report that the '-\~Vn|
attends the servic quite frequently

I'wo or three state “that he is always
present,” while one retary says Tl
pastor has not by seen once at the

I'his di

sentative one in

League during the past year
trict is probably a repre
this resy

believe there is an average

ct, although we scarcely

can
of one minis
ter to a district who entirely ignores the
League. It is most astounding that any
pastor could so put himself out of touch
with his youn
from their m

s a rale, our
in sympathy with the L

people as to be absent

stings for twelve months

ministers are thorot

regular attendants of the s

The young people, on their part, should
recognize that the the chief
ofticer of the ue, whose advice should
be sought in everything that is under
taken

astor is

INTERIOR OF ST. JAMES' CHURCH AND THE GENERAL CONFERENCE,

The General Conference.

The picture on this page serves a
double purpose, showing the interior of
St. James’ Church, and also giving a very
excellent photograph of the General Con
ference at its last meeting in Montreal,
about eight years ago. Inside the
altar rail to the extreme right is Rey
W. MeMullen, English Representative,
next to him sits the General Superin
tendent, Rev. Dr, Carman, and still far
ther to the left are Rev. 8. F. Huestis,
Rev. Dr. Badgley, and Warring Kennedy,
Esq. Many of those occupying the pews
will be easily recognized, “especially by
the aid of a magnifying glass.  OFf course
it is impossible to bring out every face in
a picture of this kind.

The General Conference meets once
every four years and consists of ministers
and laymen in equal numbers, elected by
the Annual Conferences, the representa-
tion being one minister and one layman
for every twelve ministers,

A. 1

Well Done, Vancouver !

The League of Princess Street Church,

Vancouver, has only thirty members, bat

has alveady sent a list of seventeen suly

seribers for this paper.  1f all the Leagues

in Canada would do equally as well, we

would have a cireulation of 50,000 within

v month.  How was this fine list at Van
couver obtained ! By the enthusiastie
work of one young man, Mr. Vietor W,

Odlum, who commenced the canvass with
out the aid of ecither sample copy or pro
spectu Here is an extract from his
letter

‘1t was with much pleasure that 1
heard we were to have a paper of our
own. By we, | mean the Epworth Leagues
My first thought was, * How

can L aid the project 7

of Canada
The most reason
able answer seemed to be, ‘Get up a club,’
Accordingly I set to work, and in our own
little League of
thout thirty
members I have
succeeded in

getting  seven

teen  subseri
bers.  Append
ed is the list
Whenever the

paper first ap
pears, kindly

do not overlook

any of these,
When asked by
those whom 1

canvassed to
show a copy of
the periodical,
I answered,
‘Anything that
the Epworth

League

runs
will be a sue
cess, and  youn

can trust that

the paper will
be  worth  far
more than dou
ble  the mon
ey

If we had

Just one worker
like this young

man in every
League in Canada, how  things would
move
A Delightful Book
Rev, 8. A, Steel, D.D., writes thus of

“The Fairy Land of Science,”
books of our Reading Course

one of the

*This is one of the most «
books ever written on scientific subjects,
whether for young or old, though it is
specially adapted to the young. The
author not only knows her subject, but
what is equally as important when others
are concerned she knows how to tell it.
She has a poetical imagination that
enables her to set the solid facts of nature
in such a light that they fascinate the
mind.  This little volume is worth a ton
of that profligate but fashionable fiction
that floods our literary channels H
read it, and put it in your children’s hands,
It is indeed more wonderful than any
fairy tale invention ever conjured up out
of the abyss of fancy.

ightful




50 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

ANY local Union, whether it be denomi
national or interdenominational, which
requires the societies to give up their
regular meeting once every three months
to allow members to attend the rally, is
of doubtful bencfit.  There should be
Unions in all our il cities, but
once or twi year is often enough for
a united gat

towns

L4

Tuk editors of et
surpassed  themselves in the Christmax
number of that periodical.  They have
produced a magazine of 160 pages, which
for the character of the material, general
make-up,illustrations, ete., would do credit
to the most experienced magazine editors,
It is undoubtedly the best number ever
issued in the history of dcta.  As an ex
editor of this sprightly journal we re
in its success

Vietoriana have

IN the December Acta several pages
are given to autograph answers to ques
tions which had been submitted to a
number of eminent men. In reply to
the inquiry, * What motto would you give
to a Canadian young man !” Sir J. G,
Bourinot says, * Be modest, industrious
and patriotic.”  Dr. Parkin : * Speak and
uct the truth.”  Rev. Dr. N, Burwash
“ High thought, plain life, hard wor
George E. Foster, MLP.: “Dare to be
yourself.”

Tugse gentlemen were asked, among
other things, to name their favorite hero
in Canadian history. Sir J. G Bourinot
and Dr, Grant choose Champlain ; Dr.
Parkin selects Brock : Hon. G. E. Foster
names Sir John Macdonald ; while
Dr. Burwash's favorite is “The pionee
missionary.”  This peep into the inner
thoughts and personal preferences of these
eminent men is exceedingly interesting,

L4l
WE congratulate the League of Bridge
Street Church, Belleville, upon having

successfully veached the tenth anniver-
sary of the opening of their readingroom.
Such enterprises are often commenced
with much enthusiasm, but after a little
time the workers beee weary in well
doing,” and the undertaking is abandoned.
The Belleville people have had the gift of
“ faithful continuance,” and deserve great
praise.

ANvrnine more absolutely stereotyped
than the Evangelical Alliance programme
for the Week of Prayer it would be hard
to find. The same old subjects are
planned for the same ey 1‘l||ngu of the
week exactly as they have been mumgml
for many years past. As it was in tl
beginning, is now and ever shall be’
evidently the motto of the Alliar
is no wonder that interest in the Week
of Prayer is dying out,

Z

Rev., Dwisnr Lo Moony says @1
have become convineed the way to reach
the musses is to reach them —that is, to
go after them. [ have not announced
‘Hold the Fort’ in my meetings for
years. The time for holding the fort is
inu«l, and now we must go out of the fort
and tight hand-to-hand with the power of
evil.  The Bible Institute a: Chicago
aims to equip workers who can fight in
this way —hand-to-hand.”

Wi are exceeding gratified at the
number of older pe in our churches
who subseribing for our paper. It
was supposed that the senior members of
the Church were not specially interested
in the Young People’s in the
Christian Guwardian, and that was one
reason why they were removed.  The old
folks find, however, that they eannot get
along without knowing what the young
people are doing, and subseriptions for
the League paper are coming in from all
quarters. X

Wi have veceived a copy of 7h
Gleaner, a little paper devoted to local
church interests on the York circuit, and

edited by the pastor, Rev. 8. W, Fallis,
The *copy” has been first written
on a typewriter, and then printed on a
mimeograph or cyclostyle,  So well done
is it, that a close examination is neces-
sary to satisfy the reader that it is not
the product of the printing press.  The
little paper is a revelation as to what can
be accomplished by a typewriter and
copying process,

Rev. Ronerr Cornyer made the
mark on one oceasion that duri
twenty years' residence in Chicago he
had not known of a single man who had
come prominently to the front in any
pursuit who was born and bred in a large
city. The leading men in every calling
judges, lawyers, clergymen, editors, mer
chants, and so on—had been reared in the
country, away from the follies, the vices
and the enervating influences that
known to exist in all large towns, This
is encouraging to the country hoys.

L

of our ministers in the London

tells  the following story :
Having occasion to stop at a hotel in a
country town, he asked the landlord if
there was a Methodist minister in that
place.  The answer was, * Yes, I belie
one came last July, but I dont know his
name.”  Suddenly a happy inspiration
struck the Boniface, for he added, * If
you will wait a moment | ean find out,
for I noticed it in the paper a few days
ago.”  After consulting the paper, he
communicated the desired information hy
saying, * Yes, I have found it. His wame
is Johnw Wesley Epworth League”  The
League in that town had evidently been
doing some advertising

L4

Tie idea of “expansion
tak a strong hold upon some of the
American public men.  Gei . James H.
Wilson, a distinguished cava vy general
of the Civil War, said publicly not long
ago, “ 1 hope to see the day hen our
starry flag shall float everyvwhe.e, from
the frozen North to the sunny clime of
Central America.  We are too big and
powerful and progressive to have neigh-
bors on this continent, and T trust that
before the next administration of the
President closes the flag will fly over
every foot of the continent, from the
northern extremity of the Dominion of
Canada to the Gulf of Mexico.” Such
bombastic talk will meet with little
approbation on either side of the line.
Annexationists, in Canada, are as hard
to find as robins in January.

0
Conference

seems to he

Frunriany, 180018

AN exeditor writes,
prise that we are able to publish a paper
like this, with so few advertisements, for
20 cents.  He says, “ 1 would prefer the
paper without *ads,” but how you can
makeit pay is morethan I ean tell.”” There
is onlyoneway by which it can be done, and
that is to obtain a large subscription list.
It is our present intention to allow only a
small amount of space to be taken up by
advertisements, but our subseription list
must be a large one in order to carry out
this policy. Will you help to make it so

expressing sur

Prominent People.

Muskaesy, the noted Hungarvian artist,
now confined in an insane asylom near Bonn,
has been spending his time lately hefore a
wirror painting his own porteait, which is
sl to he an excellent likeness

Miss Crara Barron is writing & hook on
the histe work of the Red Cross from
its heginning down to the present time. It
will deseribe in detail the w of the Ameri
cin National Red Cross for many years

Farner Cristgey died in- Montreal on
the Lith ult. at the ripe age of nearly nine
years.  Abmost up to the timi 1
he Iabored on a new lmnl-
the Church of Christ,” which will proba
be completed by his son and published
shortly,

Tue Congregationalist says : ** Thewdore
Roosevelt’s father was o Christian business
i who attained wealth hy working only
tive days a4 week.  One other day was spent
in visiting the poor and doing good, and the
first day of the week wis spent in worship
ping God and learning how to be good

Zion's Hevald pays the fnllnum,N tribute to
the late Dr. Daniel Wise *A Nuthanael
in whom indeed there was no guile, livin,
inoffensive and holy life, moulder of character
to generations of young people, with his great
work still to go on through his books, with
sure hope of an abundant entrance into the
other life, he had indeed no veason for con
cern about *posthumous reputation.” Great,
grand, useful life !

AvsiraL DEWEY onee gave his men a lesson
in neatness which none of thew ever forgot
\ port the Adwir dered

st hoisting tackle in the ship ont of
the hold without delay.  Nohody could see
any oceasion for it, as there seemed nothing
vither to be taken on hoard or sent ashore.

But when, after two hours’ hard lab the

tackle was ready, the Admiral nnh-n-d that
nowad of tobaceo which had been thrown
under one of the guns be hoisted overboard
and dumped into the sea.

Across the Line.

Tue Cabine
the Methodist

f the va-.nh League in
spal Chureh has adopted

*The Quiet Hour " as one of the features of
its work,

Rev. W. L. Haves, D.D., Ist Vice-Presi
dent of the E ue, Methodist

g\
Episcopal Church, has been elected Se
tary of the American Bible Society.

Tue  Novthwestern  Christian  Advocate
thinks that ** A million souls for Christ and
twenty million dollars for H's work ean, by
faith and work, both be secured during the
next two years,”

Tur Epworth League Hand-Book for 1899
is out, t contains ninety- pages, and is
full of um-mutm information concerning
the League, eals principally with the
work of the Melhmlm! Fl piscopal Church, but
E es are dc\ule«‘ to Canada and the
Church South, The price is only five cents
per copy, or sixty cents per dozen,

L e e L e R e Rl B B
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Tue General Conference of the Methodist
Episcopd Chureh is to be held in Chicago
Local Methodists will provide the Auditorium
for the Conference.  The gathering will cost
them about S8,000.

tev. B AL Seup, DD General Seere
tary of the League of the Methodist Episco
pal Church, will sail from New York, about
the middle of February, wtonr of Egypt
and the Holy Land

Literary Lines.

Rev. K
and Dog Tr
German language and pubished in G

erron R Youse's =By Canoe
1" has been translated into the

Ny

ik latest story of Lord Kitehener is that
when asked if he contemplated a marative of
the Soudan campaign, he answere
do let us have one genersl who his not writ
ten ook !

No,no!

Mu. Gravsrozne once said e next
hest thing to the reading of a good hook is,
perhaps, the perusal of an intelligent review

of it. Tome it is alwiys a source of lively

satisfaction
Tie Janu number of the Methodist
zine has an illustrated article of un

4
usual interest on ** An Experiment in Altru
ism,” by James L. Hughes, that ought to b
read by every employer of labor,

okiE MACDONALD i% in a very weak
salth,  He still, however,
joys music and is the loving ¢
. The story by Dr. Macdons
lished in the Christmas Skeleh is in all
probability the last thing he will write,

A weeree album which Alfred Tennyson
presented to a fellow-undergraduate when at
Cambridge, was sold in London the other day
for 8160, This price wis, perhaps, not exees
sive, for the little book contained the oviginal
wanuseript of Agnes’ Eve,” as well as
two other poems in the poet’s own hand
writing.

Jures Verse, the indefatigable French
author, now seventy old, has achieved
the probably unique feat of having written
books that exeeed in number, hy six, the
nunber of years he has lived.  Perhaps
Miss Braddon, among English writers, with
fifty-five novels to her name in thirty-seven
years, most nearly approaches this marvellons
record of industry.

Room has arranged to issue a
ht Edition of a new story
Kingsley, entitled “The Cross
llmmplm t." The enormous sale of her
fivst story, **Titus,” and the popular sale
her later stories, *‘Stephen” and ** Pay

have made this |m| s name  household
word in Canada.  Sunday School librarians
should be on the lookout for the new story.

Z

A seconp edition of Miss FitzGibhon's
admirable biography of her grandfather
Lieut.-Col. James FitzGibbon, the * h

Beaver Dam, " has just been published by our
Book-Room.  Few hooks ean be placed in
the hands of the young that teach more
striking lessons of loyalty to allegiance,
fidelity to trust, and fearless devotion to
duty than the life of this noted soldier who
served Canada so well in her hour of peril

GRANT ALLEN —one «
yuished sons abroad, whom we adwmire
a5 a naturalist than as a ne has just
written a hook of fascinating interest entitled
** Flashlights on  Nature,” the Canadian
market for which has been secured by our
enterprising Book Steward. In this book
Mr. Allen tells of a vast number of Nature's
wonders in animal and plant life. Mr.
Allen’s telling descriptions are admirably
nupplellmllted by one hundred illustrations
by Mr. Frederick Enock, himself an en-
thusiastic naturalist who will often watch for
hours to portray the bumtmg of a chrysalis
or some other of Nature's operations.

Canada's distin-

Canadian Personals.

Rev. T Avserr
trying to reach the
holding services every
the Opern Honse
tended

Moone, of Hawilton, is
non-churchy
Sunday afternoon in
They are largely at

wrs, by

Miss Lorrie Wicoiss is meeting with good
SHeCess .u lecturer and organizer for the
W. e T, Her experience in Christian
Endeavor \\u»l\ will prove valuable in this
new sphere

holding
., Boston
ctures, and
wnt of the

Crosseey axn Huesren
meetings in the People's

w's Herald publishes th
very appreciative ac
wening services,

"

ves o

Rev. J. D P KNox is giving stereopticon
sermons in the James' Bay Church, Victoria,
3.0, The church is full, and niany are seen
at service who have not been inside a place
of worship for years,

Sinee onr article on St. Thomas was put
into type, Amasa Wood, Esq., of the
best known rvesidents of the Railway City,
has pssed Mr. Wood did not wait
until death to be benevolent, but gave away
large sums during his life. He expended

THE LATE AMASA WOOD, ESQ.

over 15,000 in the splendid hospital, which
he gave to the city of St. Thomas,  Half a
dozen churches were erected in varions parts
of Elgin County, through his generosity, and
one in Japan which he rebuilt when it was
destroyed by fire. Mr. Wood was exceedingly
kind to the poor, and to the Indians, who had
o better friend  He lived to the ripe age
of eighty-six, and during his declining years
found a great deal of pleasure in ny
good.

Rev. Wintian Savace is one of the most
active young Leaguers we know of.  He has
addressed twenty Leagues in different places
sinee Conference, bosides preaching nearly
every Sunday.  Pretty good for a man over
eighty !

NG CHEC Trow, our Chinese missionary
at New t supported by the
Toronto West District League, raised about
$200 among his fellow-countrymen in San
Francisco, Portland, Seattle, ete., for the re-
building of his burned-out mission premises

Dr. axp Mgs. KiLsory, our medical mis-
sionaries in West China, are now on furlough
in Canada,  They were accorded a reception
by the Toronto i-:-m District League, h
supports them.  They will be kept busy
nlurmg the remainder of the winter attending
missionary meetings at various points,

=
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General Fel gious Items.

Durasa the reign of the Queen the British
aml Fore hible Society has assued
new trnslations of the Bible, or of portions
of it

Tuere are now - London seventy-three
Men's Cheistian Associations, with a
whership of 15697, There are now
world 6,466 contres an increase of
with a membership of 515,000

“1ovise not how, inoany words which 1
have been able to frame with tongue or
shop Foss, ** to make any st
¢ enotgh to volee my own hurning con
viction that the Lord Jesus Christ s taking
India

Last year the milroads of
tributed over R0 towards the support
of railrosd besaches of the Young Men's
Christian Association throughout the country,
and the officials of the roads that have so
liherally donated for that cause state that
the money thus expended has been  paying
mvestiment

Ameriea con

SeaN s not altogether Roman Catholic.
Recent statistios show that there are now in
the country i6 Protestant pastors, 30
welists, and 16 helpers, T
testant schools, with 61 w
sachers, who instruct 2,500 hoys and 2,100
Is.  There are 80 Sunday Schools with
0 scholars,

Tue new Mot litan Tabernacle, in Lon
don, which is being built, will be much like
the old one, with which the h red name of
Spurgeon was 8o long and wo
ciated.  About the main dif
the omission of the top gallery.
have a large seating eapacity,
between 4,000 and 5,000 people

It will still
ommodating

What They Say.

Henre are o few brief extracts from letters,
recently received, showing how our first issue
has been receive

Rev. Dr. Wernkow says © **Lam delighted

with the first number of the Exa. It is
something to be proud

v. Pror. Axprews, of Sackville, sends
ulations, and expresses the opinion
*the paper will surely succeed.”

M.AL sends a post

that

Rev, J. T. Canowerr,
card hearing these words : ** Delighted with
the Era. It is the best Young People's
paper I have seen

Rev. Joseen Evce, London, writes: 1
am perfectly delighted with your effort. |
must confess 1 had o expectation of re
ceiving such a paper.

Mr H. P. Mooge, of the Acton Fiee
rews, writes: 1 have pleasure indeed in
extending my eongratulations.  The Exa is
far be, \vnnll my expectations,

Rev. RN, Burss, BoAL, of Orillia, says
congratulate you upon llu gen )url up
of the Caxaniax Erwortit Exa. | like the

y ent, and the bright spicy
nature nf the matter,

Rev. Dr.
ing note : ** L
- the first
is a very
supply an imy

Rev. G. W. Kerny,
new paper is all right. God speed it on its
mission. 1 trust that it may be read hy
many of the older friends of the ! Imth It
will be a tonic to keep the heart young.”

Rev. A. Laxarorn, D.D., of Omngeville,
writes : ** 1 wish to thank you for the bright,
inspiring, newsy paper you have given our
young people. It is just what we need, and
18 justly entitled to the generous support of
the Church.”

s sends the following cheer
me thank you me
sue of the CaNapian
eresting paper and hlu-h to
rtant need.

BA., says: *The
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Brockvil]e.WallBtreet. The League
of Wall Street Church, Brockville, has 86
members 72 Active and 14 Associate, It

ought to do good work, for it has the hest
of appliances in the recently structed
church.  The huilding does not show to the
best advantage on the but in the
interior arr its it is searcely surpassed
by any \lnmh in Cannda. During the past
year the League has held 53 devotional
services, which seems to be an indieation
that it takes no summer holiday.  There are
three departments and ten ninittees in
working order.  In addition to the regular
prvices, the society hi v of n weekly
k Street Missio

WALL ST. CHURCH, BROCKVILLE.

and about twenty cotta prayer-mectings
have been held in homes where sickness and
old age §

public service.

mnde 78 calls,
the sick and
wade up and repaired clothing, and thin
wis distributed In the Relief Connnittee
The Flower Committee sent out 144 houquets
to cheer and brighten sick-rooms ; to each
of these bouquets a verse of Seripture was
attached, and thus they proved silent messen
gers, bearing the words of God. The Forward
Missionary Movement has hoen adopted
quite a number of the members are o
uting two cents per week,

Bellavﬂle Bridge Street.
door " is a eatehy phrase for designating the
nations who are willing to teade with others,
It might appropriately be used to deseribe
the Bridge Strect Methodist Chureh, which,
sinee January 1st, 1889, has literally kept

" 1 is now ten years since
ing-rooms and parlors of that
pened to the public.  They
have steadily grown in popularity, until now
it is admitted by those who ought to know
that they have aceomplished even more than
the purposes for which they were at first
established, The auniversary was celebrated
on Monday evening, 2und ult.,
meeting of all the Epworth
Christian Endeavor Sovieties of the city,
Daily Sun.

Toronto, Agnes Street. The mem
bers of the Agnes Street E. L, of €. E. held
# New Yu rveception the afternoon and
vening of Janunry 2nd, The lecture-room

52 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

corated and arranged very much like
ocinl Committee se
x, and # good p

was (o
a home parlor. The
refreshments to the calle
gramme of excellent music was rendered.
The object of the reception was to provide
an enjoyable home-like evening for the young
people whose homes are out of the city and
who were not permitted to enjoy the fes
tivities of the home gatherings, It was a

SUCCess,

Toronto West District. — All the
Leagues u||l one are contributing to mis
sions this ye The Forward Movement is
the immediate cause.  The Missionary Vice
President is aiming at $500 and
hopeful of obtaining it.  Last year
the Distriet’s offering to the Missionary
Society,  As fully half the churches are poor

ones this is a \(mnl showing, this being only
the second y u systematic effort,
T.H K

Nile. The President writes: ** Our Ep
worth League begins the new year with a
membership of sixty-cight, which is an in-
crease since the beginning of the
Some Associate members have voluntarily
tuken the Active member's pledge,  Ow
avernge attendance for last year was good
when we consider that we are situated in a
country place and some members have to
travel about three miles to reach us.  Our
League has not only been self-supporting,
but has given £10.00 to the Forward Move
ment for Missions and donated £51.30 to the
assistance of the church. In looking over
the past we are able to sy we thank God
and take e We are looking forw
toa year of Imnl work, and are expecting
great vesults.”

Carman, Man. The President writes
“Our Carman Lengue has en ¥
prosperous year.  We number about «whl\
members, with forty active. Al the depurt-
s of the League have been built up and
doing good work. In connect
the Literary De |u||1l|wl|l we have o
I(-mluu, Cir Te of the
s books have Imu received, repres
ing a Illl‘llllnl‘nlnp of twenty. Varied pro-
wrammes will be furnished by the Literary
Committee,  The educational value of the
se is showing itself in all our studies,
wl we hope to have a winter of pleasy

e, ¢

Scarboro’.—The Corresponding Se
tavy of Centennial League writes: ““In
response to an invitation fre
lmnuun of Centennial Chuarch,

r Allin, of Toronto, came out on Sun-
J'mmu\ 15th, and two splendid
addresse afternoon he oceupied the

rching, helpful
| mll. based on the text, Christ’s
CFollow me. In the evening

pulpit,
and practics
commnnd,
he addre

s by a number of maps, charts and
dingrams.  We derived great pleasure and
profit from the address. It will do much to
revive interest Missions in our League.
Mr. Allin is at p king a course in
T al College prepar
Foreign  Mission

re

atory to entering  the
Field.'

Hartley Bay, B.C.
League on the Pacific coast that is doing
rnest evangelistic work,  One of the ofti-
s, Mr. E. T. Patelas, writes that ten souls
have been won to Christ at recent serviee
This ix the kind of news we like to hear,

Thix is an Indian

Alberton, P.E.L — Two new Leagues
have been organized on this cirenit —one at
West Devon and another at Cascumpee. The
Iatter society meets every Thursday evening,
and also takes charge of the public service on

Fenkvany, 180020

the alternate Sunday evening from that on
which the regular preaching service is held

Melita, Man. —The League here is pros
W, The meetings are characterize ! by
ge attendance and deep spiritual interest
The Forward Evangelistic Movement wis
aberved and the Reading Course is proving
a great blessing.  Sometimes as o
hundred attend the League serviee

Wyoming. - Rev. Geo. N Hazer
writes : *Our League is in u good condition
A short time ago we organi Ty
Circle with twenty members, and we are now
taking up * The Mukers of Methodism " and
* Fairyland of Science,” A deep interest is
manifested, . We have adopted the *two
cents-n-week  plan as o means of systematic
giving to missions.  Mr. John Richardson is
onr indefatigable President.’

Philanthropic Work.

Tue Parlinnent Street League, Toronto,
distributed twenty-five lnyge baskets of pro
visions to poor families at Christinas

Tre League at Roland, Man,, sent o Christ
s box of $40 to the missionary at Lumber
Camps, Rat Portage, as the stipend there is
very small

Tue League of Wesley Church, Toronto,
at Christinas sent provisions to fifty families
of the deserving poor of the neighborhood.
The young folks enjoyed the work.

Im young people of Carlton Street Chureh,
onto, decided to raise money for the poor,
and to do the giving some time in Febroary,
when the poor would be in more need of help
than at Christmas,

ue Intermedinte League of Bri
Church, Belleville, gave Christmas dinners
to eight poor families, and distributed «
lurge quantity of clothing to them, also gave
a donation of food and clothing to the Uity
Mission.

Trismry  Le
quarter of be
of turkeys.
groceries, toys,
were distribute
helped and cheere

Tue E. L. of C of Sydenham Street
Church, Kingston, joined forces with the
King's Daughters at Christmas, and obtained
supplies by holding a pound prayer-mecting.
The scholars of the Sunday School hrought
hooks, toys, ete., and there was enough and
to spare for all in need.  Each family helped
received a roast of meat, potatoes, butter, ete,
The poor children were delighted with the
toys, and the children who gave them were
equally delighted.

CenteNary E. L. of C, Montreal, has
a Sewing Uirele, whose duty it is to repair a
articles of elothing given to them and to make
new garments from old clothing. Duving the
last three wonths of 1898, 248 articles of
clothing were distributed to the poor. At
Christias the society sent out twenty-one
large dinners and two donations in money.
The experience of those who have engaged in
this work is that they have obtained a gr
denl of happiness through giving happiness
to others,

ague, Toronto, purchased
at Christmas, and a number
These, together with clothing,
picture books candies

Twenty-five families were

Tue League of Gerrard Street Church,
Toronto, sent 14 baskets of |
G pareels of clothing to pool
ing the Christmas holidays.  To patients
in the vavious hospitals, 12 glasses of jelly
and 12 parcels of fruit were sent: 26
stockings filled with candy and eake were
forwarded to the lation  Hospital
17 to the Orphans’ Home ; 26 article
elothing were made for the Children’
ter ;13 houguets sent to sick and age
74 visits made to private homes, and 4 letters
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Wof encourngement written.  Besides all this,

e of the young people went on ( hn\uuu-
My to a home where hushand and wife w
both ill, and prepared o good hot dinner Iv-|
he children.

Just a Line or Two.

e Church,
week of

Brant Ave
observed

Tue League of
Brantford, recently
elf-denial.

. Tue Christian Endeavor Society of Queen
treet. Methodist Chureh, Kingston, has
seome an Epworth League of Christian
indeavor.

4 A New League has heen  organized  at
Jawson Uity Owr I\Inluhlu- missionary,
James Turner, say ‘The League

s to be a potent factor in onr chureh

reh, s hecome an- Epworth
gue of Christian - Endeavor. At the
ppening  meeting  thirty  Active members
were enrolled,

Tur Rev

Thomas Athee, of Lynden, says
hat the services held in connection with the
Gvangelistic Forward Movement on that cir
beuit were the most interesting he has known

AccorninG to the
lissionary Ihpu s th
snt Street Church,

ntly  published
League of Parlia-
orontao, mntnhulmm

ar it gave 108 to the General
ry Fund and £100 to the F
Movement, a total of %208, There
sther League that approaches this,

Goderich District Convention.

The fourth amnual convention of the
(Epworth Leagues and Sunday Schools of the
soderich District was held ‘in the town of
.ml‘»mh in North Street Methodist Church,
1 Tuesday and Wednesda, anuary 17th
ml 18th. sday's aften: SUSSion was
levoted to Sunday School work, the rest of
the time to the League work.  The congrega-
ftions were not so large as at former
tions ; but this is due, largely, to the
impassable state of the roads and (he preval-
ence of the disease Ia grippe in some parts
of the District.

The first address was given by Rev. A. L.
Russell, of Seaforth, on the subject, The
Relationof the parents to the Sunday School,”
Rev. Jasper Wilson, of Goderich, gave sev-
al n|lml| cations that would be necessary for
uceess in Sunday School teaching.

The n|l n -mlmun et on umluy School

k. | M. Elliott, was taken
he Catechism,

ip mninly | S8i0
nd How to 'h-m-h "and *How to keep
the grown-up boys and young men in the
Sabbath Schoc

Rev. R. Millyard, of Clinton, gave an
enthusiast'c and profitable address on the
importance and influence of litt
He was followed by Rev. R, Emberse
Toronto, who spoke on the Young l'n-uplv
Forward Movement for Mi 5. He
sketehed brietly the origin and work of the
movement and the necessity of its mainten-
ot
The sunrise prayer-meeting on Wednesday
was attended by a large number, and was a
season of y.um‘r and sweet delight to all

nt.

I

The first address of the forenoon session
was by Rev. J. Greene, of Holmesville, on
“The Relation of the League to the Class
and Prayer-meetin, This address was fol-
lowed by an interesting discussion on ** How
to get the |||0|n|-eh¢ of the League to attend
the Class-meeting.” The District officers’
veports which followed showed that the
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Leagues of the District, twenty-tive in num
ber, are in a flourishing condition

Mr. Emberson, of Toronto, led an open
parliament on committee work, when an
animated  discussion took  place and - was
entered into by many mm'ln interested

work.
The District Executive (4
year is as follown: Hon,

Rigshy, Blyth: Pres,, Mr. (

Rev. W
Elliott,

Goderich ; Ist I Wal

ters, Holmesvill
\n heson, I Mr. K
anlass, Pres., Mr. Wi
AN, lll\nh Vice-Pres , Miss M

alkeld, God

ich ; Secretary, Mr. A, P
Sheppard ; wurer, Miss M. Latimer,
Seaforth ; Representative of  District on
Conference Exeentive, Rev. E. L. Avistrong,
Goderich,

As Others See Us.

Tue new Epworth League wmonthly has
appeared and should make a decided it
among the Methodist Young People's So
cieties.— Stratford Herald.

Tue fivst number of the Caxanns Er
worri Era is a highly creditable produe.
tion.  The cover is artistically designed and
the paper contains thirty-two pages of read
ing matter presented in an attractive form.
vonto Mail wnd Empire,

I¥ the standard reached by the first num
ber of the Caxanax Erwortin Era is
maintained, the paper should have no nllm
culty in at onee winning a front place ame
the publications of its kind in Canada
indeed in the United States.— Toronto €7

Era, that

Tue Caxannay Erworti
what they call the new monthly, The Il.uul
some parier pranced into our sanctum for the
first time and made a graceful bow. We
liked it at fiest sight, and more intinate
acquaintance has intensitied our admiration

Eprvorth Hevld.

A NEW publication in the field of religious
Journalism is the Caxapiay Erwortn Exa
which is issued from the Methodist Book-
Room.  The first number is entirely frec
from imperfections so generally found in an
initinl edition of such a venture. ’I‘_\{u.
graphically and artist y it is as creditable
to the Publishing House as it is to the
2 the  General  Seeretary.— Toronto

Axorner light has appeared in the lite
and eeclesinstical sky, and promises to shine
with more than ordinary attraction to the
ior Methodism, — 1f the first num
s a fair sample of the future issues of
the paper it promises to reac high point
of usefulness and popular favor in

Methodi ‘e wish our newly
contemporary every success. — Missionary
Outlook.

Nowrueky lights glow along the northern
1 abont this time,  Opportunely, t
Canannay Erworrn B has appe:
tents of th t number are varied,
esting and of a high order. It has
canght the secret at the very start of saying
things in a bright way. Surely it is a
modest request that its publishers ke f--l
five thousand subscribers right aws Tive
times that number would seem to he in
keeping with its worth and promises, - Z
Hevald, Boston.

Tue newest and one of the hest of our
exchanges is the Caxapias Erworrn Exa,
tul.li;.hul wonthly, in the interests of the

oung People's Societies of the Methodist
Chu The numerous departments are
full of good things. The editor and his
many contributors have made a creditable
beginning and the paper should tind an abid
ing place in thousands of homes.  The
Christioon Guardian finds an opportunity for
criticism on the Exa’s first page.  How
tastes do differ, T i eye the title-page

inter

ERA. bl 4

could be improved in appearane
more artistic grouping of the map!
around the heading.  The rustic le
charming.  They are formed of sections .,(
limbs, and it would be as ditficult to tind
a stump among th it might be to find
-hnml- n the Guaedun entic. Cibcen and

Conntry.
Tue Caxaniay Evworti Era isa besuty,
a real beauty.  Paper, type, arcangement,

all are not ul but very

press work

¥
good,  From its handsome first pu it
final advertisement it is essentinlly artistic
and up to date.  Then as to its contents. Tt

contains quite a variety of well-chosen items,
original and selected, of specinl interest to
wnguers,  Its paragraph writing is breezy
and pointed, and its Helps for h-uu...». el

wa League nn;un .m-l now !Iml it h A
come, and come ingood  shape, we hope
Lunguers east and west will sustain the ven
ture and make it an increasing suceess
The Halifins Weslewn.

The New Constitution.

The new constitution of the Epworth
League, containing all the changes made by
the recent General Conference, is now ready
We are sorry for the delay in getting this
little book out, hut nothing could be done
before the publication of the Journal of
eneral  Conference  proceedings,  which
sarily required  some time, as striet
ceuracy is required.  The new constitution
is ll(lh' Targer than the old one, but will he
sold at the same price, ten cents
Every League should be supplied with o
sufticient number of copies to give to each
ntly happens that mem
bers fail to do their duty because they do
not know what is expected of then. Tt pays
to give the fullest information.  The old
constitution is now out of date.  Send or
for the new one to either of our Book-Rooms,
in Toronto, Montreal, or Halifax

Letter Box.

Dear M. Eorre One ook at yvonr
bright paper, Tie Casaniay Eeworrn Eiy
mvineed me of its inestimable value : bt
having what appeared to we, under
clremmstances, an extravagant number of
papers coming to my home, 1 did not decide
to subseribe for it until T read to page nin
There 1 et with these striking
tive words : **This will undoubte
of the purposes of the Era to
who read it spivitually and i
better acquainted with God.™ The Methodist
Church has still its thousands of loyal wen
and women, whose words and actions indi
eate that they are in divect conmmumion with
the Source of all spivitual power; but we are
fully convineed that a closer walk with G,
on the part of our young people generally, is
absolutely essentinl. This, we are awin
iy e said of professing Christians every
where and in every denomination ; but
present we are hvllng extremely anxions
about the young, upon whom the future of
our Church depends.  We who ok as
leaders should ¢ b careful Test we speak
or act so ax to leave an impression apon
the minds of any that religion consists in

liness must con

This s what m.uh the dear
hoa livin developing power
in the days of our forefathers. And upon
this rock, vital godliness, we must haild
for the future.  Accordingly we pray thi
your paper wmay become o grand suecess in
building up the wembers of o Epworth
Leagues spiritually

Breseoro

Sambro, Jan. Tth, 1899,
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Fourth Annual Convention,
Hamilton Conference League.

ook men s Cexrrar MEtHobsT CHURen,
Woopstock, Fenruoany 2ist, 2250
AND i, 1809

Our Motto : ** Whose Tam, Whom I serve

The Hamilton Conference Convention will
the only Conference gathering that will
co this year. 1t will be held in the
Deantiful and thriving town of Woodstock,
than which there could searcely he a hetter

pl
\\ oodstock are greatly interested,
all they can to make the Convention a suc
coss. The pastor, of Central Chureh, Rey
N, Sellery, B.D., is in thorough sympathy
work and may be counted upon
v hielp from start to tinish,  The same mny
Iv. said of Rev. Ro W, Woodsworth, of the
Dundas Street Chureh. The Convention
Clinrch is a fine one, as will be seen by the
weompanying pictu It was one of the fivst
cliurches in Canada to adopt the amphitheatre
style of seating.  An audience of
1200 persons ean i smble within
its walls, and ever rSON can
cnn see and hear unh the greatest
comfort. There are probably as
wmany young men in the galleries
of Central Church on Sunday
evening as in any church in Can
ada. The Convention will cost the
Waoodstock  friends  considerable
work, but they will be well repaid
i the blessings that will surely
come upon their Leagues and
The following is the

Teesvay Evesing, Fen, 21

Music fllllllhhlﬂ hy Central Meth
Church Choir,

730 —Service of Song conducted
by Mr. Crooker, Wood
stock

200 ~Devotional Service.  Rev
8. Sellery, B.D., Woud
stock

B 20 Opening  Address by the
President. M bruce
Wilson, Secretary of
Y.M.C.A., Paris.

Music.

S4h ~Address : *The ||ug|u- of
To-day.” Rev.

Rowe, Toronto.
Music.

D15 Address . Timely Ulml

ns." Rev. ¥

val
Wilson, Hamilton.
WEDNESUAY MORNING
900 Morning 'I)nullnn ulnl Bible
Reading, H
Harvey,

D30 - Address
h|u||umnt 3

3 h Iglls.

10:00-11:00 Junior Department Review.
(1) **How can we best Pr the
Missionary § Juniors
Mm. J. E. He Wi,
(2) *The Catechism of the Junio
League.” Orlando White, Beachville
(#) **The Intermediate League.”” Miss
Mary Hope, Hamilton,
(4) *The Junior League and the
Literary Department.”  Mrs, T. J
Parr, Merritton,
Papers 10 min, each. Diseussion b win. each,
11:00—Round ’Iuhl« Confery Rev. A,
C. Crews, Gen. of Epworth

Leagues, Toronto,
11:30 lh»pnnn of Oftticers.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON,

2:00 I'm,er and Praise. Rev. M. C. Peart,
B.A., Rociford.

10:00-11:00 - Literary De

CENTRAL METHODIST CHURCH, WOODSTOCK, ONT.

4:30—Introduct

Dmulmiull 5 min, each.

-\tml) nnd lu\'nu_gelintiv Work.

™ General Discussion.
4:15— Forward Movement in Missions,

ies,  General Discussion.
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WEDNESDAY EVENING

\luw hy Central Methadist Church Choir,

Serviee of Song. Mr. Tanney, Wonld
st

Prayer and Praise.  Rov. B, J. Clarke,
Burford

Address . ©Child Culture, Tts Cost

and Compensation.” Rev. 8. T,
Bartlett, Madoc

Music

Address mething Wrong  and

How to |
Moss, Dundas

Music

Address: *The Man Behind the Gun
Rev. A €L Crews, Toronto

t It.” Mr. W. H

THURSIAY MORNING,

T00-8:00 - Sunrise Prayer Meeting.  Rev.
T

Humilton,

rning Devot and Bible Reading,
Rev. A. J. Irwin, B.A,, B.D., Ayr
t of Nominating Connmittee and
ction of Officers.

artment Review
rts of Reading Circles from

M

sample Literary Even
Mr. J. H. Fryer,

Model Reading
B Rev. J. A. Me.
Lachlan, MLA | Acton,

(4) ** Pleasure and Profit of
Bible S in
League.
Guelph.

Papers 10 min.
b min. each.

11:00-12:00— Missionary  Depart-
ment Review.

(1) * Mi ary L |l-ml) in
the League.” Mr. Clem,
Bernath, Palmerston.

(2) ** Money and Missions.”
Rev Gilroy, B.A.,
\lh\ right.

() **Sample  Missionary
Evening.”  Miss Sadie

Humilton.
and Muml
lh-

Discussion

I!nmn. B.A,

THURSDAY AFTERNOON,

2:00 - Old-fashioned Love Feast.
300 4:00— . E. Department
Review.
(1) *“The Secret of Power."
Rev. W. 8. Jamieson,
v,
*How to Interest Young
in League and
ch,” Mr. J. W,
ins, Woodstock.
fow to Treat the
|.« ague Topie  Attrac
tively.” Rev. E. E
Marshall, B.A., Port Col-
borne,
4) **Christ the
Maodel R

leav
“ Round Table on Reading Course.”
Rev. T. J. Parr, Merritton.
m of Officers Elect.
Reports of Committees,

THURSDAY EVE

\Ium by Central Methodist Church Choir.

Service of Song. Mr. L. Gunn, |
Woodstock.

800 |’m{'ur and Praise.  Rev. R. W,

Woodsworth, Woodstock.

8:10- Address : **The Methodism of To.

morrow.”  Rev. Dr. Tovell, To-
ronto,

Mausic.

Address : "(‘loning Words of Conse-
cration.”  Rev. A. C. Courtice,
D.D., Editor of Christian Guardian,
Toronto.

Collection and Closing.
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Johni Bright and the English
Tongue.

BY THE KEV

IAMES LUMSDEN
In veading the t hooks there is a double
benetit : (1) the acquirement of information
(2) the formation of style. It is about the
Iatter accomplishment that T now write.  In
wy youthful days there were no E {

wagues,  and,  therefore.  no

cireles " ; but our Sunday School teac (a
wan of light and leading to-day in English
commercinl and  political life) organized a

Mutual Improvement Society, of which 1
acted as secvetary for a number of years
Our weekly debates stivred up within us a
strong desire to seck some training in the
art of expression inwriting and speaking
This led to the formation of a class under the
leadership of a graduate of Oxford, for the
analytical study of Milton's Parvadise Lost
Before the class was started, s question arose
among us as to whether we could better gain
our end by taking up the study of Latin, or
by confining ourselves to the
works of the great masters of
glish speech. At that time
i Bright was in the fulness
f his powers, and stood hefore
the nation, apart from politios,
a8 Its ost constimimate orntor
and as the great conservator
of the purity of the English
tongue.  With the audacity of
youth Twrote to him, and asked
the question which we could
cely decide, He veplied, with
a kindness that was characteris
in a long letter, in which
in a very eareful and detailed
manner he elaborated his views
and gave advice.  That treasure
(as 1 think I am justitied in eall
ing it) I unfortunately lost in
shipwreck owever, though
the letter perished, its contents
1 could not forget. In substance
Mvr. Bright wrote as follows : He
did not b Latin or
mich necessary : but
he urged as essential the con
stant study of standand English
works.  He advised the attuning of the ear
to the purity and vhythn of the English
tongue at its hest, by reading aloud the pro
ductions of its great masters ; and he thonght
that the practice would be especially helpful
if it ¢ uld he done in the presence of, say, an
intelligent schoolmaster who conld correct
any funlts,  He recommended daily conver-
sation with educated persons as also of prime
inportance.  This counsel which T now send
to the press for the fisst time, believing it
will be of interest and use to many, and to
the members of our reading circles specially,
is valuable because of its authorship ; and
beeause it carries with it the stamp «
~«~I|‘ evident though often forgotten truth.
It is well known that John Bright was an
unwearying student of the English Bible,
also of Milton, Macaulay and other great
; and from such sources, as from a
well undefiled, he drew the fanltless speech
and the matehless eloquence for which he
was 80 distinguished

1 may add that in conn
League here we have a **reading circle
We are perusing at present, ** Makers of
Methodism.”  Two readers are appointed
for each ing, and a short interval is
arranged for music.  The dictionary and
encyclopedin are in frequent requisition
Interesting conversations often arise during
the course of the reading. Our meetings
are held in different homes and as many as
twenty have been in attendance, We com-

ction with our
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weneed with only one set of

wnl can be aceomp
dways el
purpose t

shows that g
slender means, We
It is our

meetings and

worship,
1w public
henetit of onr study

Mill Village, Nowa Senotia

sive the

Among the Circles.

Brantford,
some twenty or thirty
wre held at the parson

Bt has & vigo

ous Reading

AVENUE,
Circle
Meeti

members

e every two weeks,  The Cirele is arrang
ing for a conrse of University Extension
Lectures

Rey. G. W, Deax, of Portage la Praivic

writes We have started n Re ul»l Cirele
with fifteen or twenty members Cirely
did good work last year. but the plans are
much better laid ont, and on o hroader
basis, this time

Seeretary of the Walk
Reading

' Corvesponding
erton  League writes: **In our
Cirele we have finished the study  of

Making of the Empirve,” and * Makers of
Methodisi.” The study has left our circle of

JOHN BRIGHT

young people proud to belong to the British
Empire, and prouder still to e connveted
with the Methodist Chureh

Tue League at Kensington, London, has a
fine Reading Circ Fifteen members, and
nine fall sets of books

Tue Reading Circle of Douglas Chureh,
Montreal, has an membership of
twenty, under the enthusiastic leadership of
Mr. A, Mossumn, who writes The ut
most interest prevails. and we are certain
that the Circle will prove asouree of strength
to our Lengue.”

etive

Suggested Programmes.

MAKERS OF METHODISM

Nork, The figures in br.ckets indicate the time
Alotted for each part of the camme.  Including
ten minutes for de otional exercises, the meetings are
planned to lust one hour and a half

No. 1.

Rovt-Cane—Quotations from Owieard. (10)
Lessos— Chapters 5 and 6. (10)
Tasre Tark— Loeal Preachers and

Work.  (20)

Their

ERA.

Pavex Our Duty to the Cranma 10
Craraerer Skeron Johin Howa "
No. 2
Rott Caie o Quatations from the Cavannas

Erwontn Exa 10)
Lessos Chapters 7, 8, 9. (10
Deeare Would  the Method f
Methodism be as effective it useld t 5
20)
Favee Tarn  Eloguent Preachors in M
disi since \\)m.l».ll (15)
CHarAcTER SKETCHES - Geoo Whitet
Countess of Huntingdon. (5
John Fletcher )
Question Dgawes.  (5)
No. 3
Rov-Care - Quotations from the M '

Outlook,  (10)

Lissos  Chapters 10amd 11, (10)
Paver  Duty of the Methodist Clhar
Missions,  (20)
Tavre Tak  How can interest in onr Mis
sionary work be inereased (20
Craracren Skerones Barbara Heo )
Dr. Coke.  (B)
Question Drawes 1)
No. 4
Rot-Cae Quotations from the Y "
adin )
Chapters 12 and 13, (10)
Pavex - Methodism in Ireland. (1

T'he Pioneers of Methaodis
and what we owe the
(20)
CHARACTER SKETCHES — Ashury
()
Gideon Ouseley.  (5)
Question Drawer. (1o
Nove The time allotted
< not it nded for ¢
..u..y is supposed
It

deep itnpresmion

MAKING OF THE EMPIRE
No. 1

Row-Cant Quotations fr
Tennyson

Lpssox The Story of New
foundland

Tanee Tavi The origin of the
present troubles with Franc
v tishing ts.  What are

ghits

Pavkr—The Pioneer Colony

Shoukd

ration

Question Diaw g

these

Nowfoundland enter ¢

Lo o Quaotations from Coleridy

Lissox  Berniuda and the West Tndic

Paver  Bermuda as o Winter Resort

Paver  Products of the West Indies

Tansie Taek - Value of Coloninl Possess s
to Great Britain

CHARACTER SKETCH

Question Drawen

Christopher Colunibis

No, 4

RoreCane o Quotations from Milton

Lessos  Central  Amerviea, Gibwaltar,
Malta

Parver - The countries of South America o
their populations.

Parkr The Nicaraugun Canal

Paver  The Siege of Gilimltar

Craraerer Skeren Siv Walter

Quesrion Drawen

No. 4

Roti-Cats Quotations from Macauluy

Lessox — The Story of India

Tansre Tark - huperial Federation

Parer  The Sepoy Rebellion.

Paver  Position of Britain in Indin to-day

CHARACTER SKETCH
tian Soldier
QuUesTion DRAWER

Havelock, the Chr




T —
TR S s i g
TN 17 5 e i e o

The Boyless Town.

A cross old woman of long ago
Declared that she hated noise.

“The town would be pleasant, you know,
1f only there wer y."

She scolded and fretted abont it till

Ter eyes grew heavy as lead,

1 then, of a sudden, the town grew still
w all the hoys had fled.

Aund all through the long and dusty street
Th wasn't a hoy in view ;

hase-ball lot where they used to wmeet

Was a sight to make one blue.

T

The grass was growing on every base
And the paths the runners made;;
For there wasn't a soul in all the place

Who knew how the game was played

The dogs were sleeping the livelong day,
Why should they bark or leap /
There wasn't a whistle or call to play,
And so they could only sleep.
“The pony neighed from his lone stall,
And longed for bridle and reir
And even the bivds on the garden wall
Chirped only a dull refrain.

The cherries rotted and went to waste,
There was no one to climb the t
And nobody had a single taste,

Save only the birds and bees,

“There wasn't a messenger boy—not one,

speed as such messengers can ;

If people wanted their errands done
'l'lu»; sent for u messenger man.

Th L of frolic and noise ;

was little, T w
There was less of ¢l and i h§
“The sad old town, since it lncked its boys,

Was the dreariest plice on earth.

The poor old woman |
Then wo
“* Denr me
And O, what a |

id dream
St. N

icholis,

A Christmas Treat.

The Junior Leaguers of Park Street Church,
‘hatham, decided to make Christmas pleas
aut for the poor children of the ecity, and
arranged quite a demonsteation. In the centre
of the Sunday School room a Christmas tree
had been placed and laden with presents of
toys and clothing for the guests of the
Leaguers.  On both sides sat fifty poor
<hildren of every creed and eolor, who had
come to receive the Christmas gifts provided
them, while bustling around and look-
ing after their comfort were all the little
Leaguers.  The whole affair was under the
general superintendence of Mrs. Knott and
Tisses Ethie White, Flo Smith and Mabel
Merriam. The visitors were first entertained
by an interesting programme,

At the conclusion of the prog men loud
knock came to the door um‘ Santa Claus was
admitted.  After shaking hands with all the
<hildren, he began to distribute the gifts
from the tree. Cloth toys and candy
were handed to all and & more pleased lot of
<hildren it would be hard to find. At the
<onclusion Mr. Baker made a brief speech,
stating that ** It is more blessed to give than
to receive.”  This had been proven in the

happiness of both the givers and the re-
<eivers. This happy afternoon was the result

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

of a month'’s toil, and the childven should be
wive ant lit for their noble work,

The whole entertainment and presents were
provided by the children.  They asked no
assistance from outside soury

A Junior Paper.

The Intermediate League of Park Street
Church, Chatham, Ont., published a little
magazine  at - Christmas, ed  Christmas
Greckings.  The cover is neatly printed, but
the inside pages are typewritten and copied.
The young editor introduces his publication
by saying, ** Most of onr members are having
their first experience in heing on a news-
paper fi and real that it is a great deal
harder than it looks.”  They have, howey
produced a very creditable little paper with
many good things in it. The following is
the President’s address, which we take from
its pages :

1 we try to conform to the pledge in all
its details now, it will be easier for us to live
# Christian life when we are old f we
follow our !rh-llu-' now, we will be kept from
all evil. - First of all, we must trust in Jesus
Christ for strength to keep our pledge with
Him. This is the hardest part—to trust in
Christ for strength —for we are apt to
think that we are strong enough alo Ve
have some knowledge of what is right and
what is wrong, but it is sometimes very hard
for us to know exactly what to do, especially
if we are tempted by pleasures that are not
right.  But we must train ourselves to say
*Ne.' Then after many tests we will
become strong.  But at fisst when we are
not strong, we should go to a secluded room,
and there ask God for strength and a way
out of our difficulties. Selfishness is con-
stantly ereeping into onr lives.  Sometimes
we do not want to work for others or please
others ; it is all self. 1If we allow this to
become habitual to us, it will he
for Christ use us.  Let us keep Chri
first in our lives always ; let us do this work
willingly and heartily.”

Superintendent's Dont's and Do's.
Murs. Alice Seudder
ber About a Junior g, says some
A things.  First, some t ings not to do :
Do ok go to a children's meeting worr
ing abont itx suecess. No amount of worry
ever added to its attractiveness. Give plenty
of time ration, and go with a bright,
cheerful heart.  Leave every anxiety behind
you,  Smile and pray all the myour
se to the church. Be like a sunbeam
always with the children,

S Don’t seold. God and the children will
leave if you do.

S Don't go wnprepared.

D't talk or pray too long.  You can't
present all the needs of a universe ina prayer
service for children, nor must you exhaust
too much time in giving adviee™ even good
advice

*Things to do :

** Be alive. * With all thy heart and with
all thy soul, and with all thy ' This
: the n‘niril of every leader of children.
s no danger whatever of having too
much life, but T have more than once seen
dull people who have spoiled a meeting. |
felt all the time like saying, *Wake up!
wake up !

** Be rested. Don't exhaust your nervous
force any more than is absolutely necessary
on the day of the meeting, for you will need
n large reserve in readiness to draw upon.

“rfﬁ- child-like.  The simpler the language,
and the more suited for children the illustra-
tions are, the better the meeting.”

How make Junior i

28 to Remen

fro

R
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Have variety in progranmes, but bend all
to the aim of winning the children to Christ
and training them for His service. It will
be hard work, to be sure ; hut what that is
worth having do we get in this life without
hard work 2 T know of no other line of work
that pays as good dividends,

It Helps Boys.

I think the Junior League is the best thing
that was ever got up for boys,  Boys are so
lively that they ave sure to get into mischief
if they don't have something good to keep
them busy.  Nights and Saturdays, and even
Sundays, are bad times for hoys, for they
get into bad company and learn lots of
wicked things.  But when you've got the
Junior League to go to Saturday afternoons
and Sunday School and church on Sunday,
and hear so much about Jesus and how to be
good, you don't feel like trying to do all sorts
of wicked things. T am sure [ don't, and |
know lots of hoys just like me. 1 think the
Junior League is o great blessing if it doesn’t
do anything more than help the hoys to grow
up into good and wise men, — Master Geo,
ATKINS in Epworth Hevald.,

Bible Drills,

The Bible drill is one of the most interest-
ing features of the Junior meeting.  No need
of monotony here; the field is so broad. One
drill the Juniors are especially fond of is

estions about Bible charac
asked alphabetically otherwis
stance : Let them commit to

Iphabet, or an alphabet of Bil
Have them learn ** rses, simple
verses applicable especially to daily tasks and
Let them search out and bring to
ng a ““swarm of Bible be's”
Seripture texts telling what Christians should
he 5 for example, kind one to an-
other,” ““Be yo doers of the word and not
hearers only,” *“*Be of good courage.”
Select a list of these and have them com-
mitted to memory, always learning the
reference.

Select a cortain chapter and ask the Jun-
iors to read it over during the weck, and
select what they think the most important
nit. At the next meeting ask for the
ilts of their ng, and their reasons for
s the selection they have.

vill them on the hooks of the Bible, and
the writers.  1f the Juniors thoroughly learn
these, they will not ask, as one laudy recently
asked another in prayer-meeting, it the book
of James was in the Old Testament or the
New. It is a good plan when the superin-
tendent wishes the Juniors to find refer-
ences, to give out several at once, and as soon
as they find them, to stand, This produces
a little healthful vivalry, as it shows who has
the hest knowledge of the position of the
hooks of the Bible,

Oceasionally appoint a boy or a girl to tell
the story of some Bible hero, omitting all
names,  When the story is ended, let the
society give the names of the characters men-
tioned , ask the Juniors to write out the
story of Joseph, Daniel, or Moses in their
own language, and have these stories read in
the meeting. — Watchword,

A pEAvTIFUL silk quilt has been made by
the Junior League and helpers of Euclid
Avenue Methodist Chureh, Toronto, which
they desire to sell and devote proceeds to
the support of Tong Cheu Thom, the Toronto
West District Missionary in British Colum-
bia.  This hand quilt is b ifull
worked with silk floss, lined with the best
sateen and bound with good silk ribbon, Tt
can be seen at any time at the Central Office
of the Ej h ue, Room 9, Wesley

ing !
Pray, plan, and work. Let the boys and
girls do everything that it is possible to have
them do.

Buildings, Toronto. The highest offer secures
the quilt.  Addvess T. H. Lockhart, 202
Murkham Street, Toronto,
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L Every indifferent church member is a
block under the wheel of the Sunday School,
impeding its progress and disheartening the
workers,  What right or excuse can a Chris
tian offer for indifference in the work which
all beliove to be the work of the Lol /
Evangelical Bible Teachey

Tue Home Departient aims to veach those
who have lost their interest, if they ever had
ny, in the Sunday School. It provides a

S wide-awake visitor to enter the home and
arouse an_interest.  The old  people, the
8 shutins” and  the “can't-get-outs ™ are
2 nnde to feel that somebody cares for them ;
% they have their place in the Sunday School,
E and are moving in the great curvent of Bible

study

The International Erangel vecently gave a
picture of Miss Libbie Hettman, claiming
thas she is the youngest superintendent in

office. The Rev. E. B, Edimunds says o
her: *She was fifteen years old, May 30th,
1898, She was then on her fourth year as

2 superintendent of a Sunday School of Wood
Lwan, Wis.  No grown people attended the
S school.  She beeame superintendent when
B cleven years old, and has continued sinee,

= and faithfully

A SUPERINTENDENT in Chieago Lnid his hand
kindly on a little girl's head at an entertain
ment given by his school. The little girl was
the daughter of a saloon keeper.  She had
father that night to hear the
At the close of the exercises, the
had the kind act of the
intendent, stepped up to him and
ed him #5 for the Sunday School work,
saying, ot many people speak so to my
hild. ™ Tt pays to be kind.

seen

ntendent in linois tried
1y methods to secure the introduction
R and use of the good book in his school, hut
in vain, until he adopted responsive Serip
ture reading in the opening exercises, The
Psalins were used for this purpose, and. as
8 those without Bibles could not take part, it

was not long before the number of Bibles
was double 1l even quadrupled,

By using five minutes, either before or
after the lesson, in drilling the entire school
ain biblical or church information,
it will surprise anyone to find what a large
fund of im ant data can b ed in the
mind for future usefulness, Knowledge of
Bible, of missionary efforts, of the
Sdenominational activities, the evils of the
ud tobaceo habits, ete., ean thus he
wd in this way the session can be
cep a far wider area than merely
the lesson for the day.

Do you hear the div

eall to organize the
Home Department /

his outreach of Bible
school effort is a providential remedy coming
none too soon to bring about home Bible
study and home co-operation with the Sab-
bath School, as well as to reach the many
classes of people now prevented from attend-
ing our schools.  You want to accomplish
these desirable objects, here the Maste
points the wa Is it not His own voice
calling to this blessed further ser
Sunday School Herald,

A seeeNvip chance to add four choice
volumes to the Sunday School lily
afforded in the Epworth League Reading
Course of this year. The sensible way to
replenish a library is to purchase books, not
by wholesale, but a few at a time so that
attention can be given to quality.  Superin-
tendents and librarians will make intake

/
e

in getting the League Reading Course for the
use of the teachers and older scholars. They
are cheaper than any other books that ean
be procured, Write and get them hefore
the stock is exhansted

Grace Church Sunday School,

The Sunday School of Graee Church, Win
nipeg, is one of the largest in Canada, having

v membership of 81

ul it is doing n great
ood work. The average attendance 18
b but often there are over 600 persons
present. One of the reasons for this large
attendance s the atteactive nature of the
serviee, a bright and interesting pro
heing presented every Sunday aftern

At a quarter to three o'clock a song ser

and

vice, led by an orchestea of fifteen instra
ments, begins i the school voom,  This is
dways largely attended, and the seating

eapacity of the school every Sunday 18 sorely
taxed,  An instrumental or voeal
wenerally included in the progemme
The ndult Bible-class, which meets in the
hody of the chureh, is in charge of Mr. E. L.
Taylor, and has a large membership
The schoo! has been favored with excel
lent superintendents, which accounts, to a

MR. W. H. PARR.
SUPERINTENDENT GRACE CHURCH BUNDAY SCHOOL
considerable extent, for its suceess,  Under
the direction of Mr. 8, R. Parsons a very
high state of efticieney was reached, and when
Mr. rsons left the city it was o groat loss
to Grace Church.  The work was, however,
well earried on by Mr. W. D, Pettigrew,
who although a very husy husiness man gave
great attention to Sunday School work, The
present superintendent, My, W, H. Parr, is
! 1 so responsible a posi
tion, but he is full of energy and devotion to
the work. A very superior staff of teachers
is associnted with him, and harmony pre
vails everywhere.  The sehool has u library
of a thousand volumes. Al the departments
are well sustained, but special emphasis is
being lnid upon the Home Department,

under the direction of Mr, Thos. Ryan.

International S. S. Convention.

The Ninth International (Fourteenth Na
tional) Sunday School Convention, r
senting the United States, the British N
American Possessions and Mexico,
held (D.V.) in the city of Atlanta, Ga.,
April 27th to 30th, 1899,

The International Sunday School 1
Committee will meet on Tuesday, April 2th.

The International Sunday School Execu
tive Committee will meet Wednesday
worning, April L at ten o'clock

The International Sunday School Field
Association will meet Wednesday morning,

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. a7

April 2ith, at ren o'clock. i the First M. F
Church South

The of the Convention
held in the Opera He wning Thurs
duy morning, April 27th, at nine o'clock, and
continning until Saturday evening

Special mectings will be arnged for the
Lord’s Dy

Omtario is entitled
Quebee 16, New B

Nessions will be

to send 60 delegates

wwick 30, Manitoh.

Newfoundland North-West Tern
taries 16
Suggestions.
The Sunday School of Broadway Tiber
nnele, Toronto, has issued a little loeal paper

postal cand. From it
valunble sugg

which is printed on a
followir

stions

we seleet the
to teachers

Be punctual. School session begins at 3§
o'elock, but any teacher who is not
place at least ten minutes before that hour is
LATE. The wise teacher will mnke valuable

use of those ten minutes

in hix

During the opening and closing services,
sit with your elass in front of you, not hehind
you

as careful in looking after the hymn
s as if they were your own personal
ty. At the close of the school, the
not the loor-—is the place for them

box

Do you ever mention the Home Depart
ment to your scholars 7 1f not, why not 7
You should not rest satisfied until each
scholar’s parents are members of the D
partment ; or, better still, vegular attendants
at school
the Sunday School your fiest and
its importance demands it
Four things you should seek
0 each member of your class each Sun

Give
Dest
to seeure

fry

day : A studied lesson, the wemory verses,
his own Bible, an offering : yes, there are
five : attendance at one preaching service

A sick scholar is your opportunity.
Some good books which would be found
helpful in preparing the
*The Life of Christ,” by Farrar, Edersheim,

present lessons

Geikie, or Stalker : ** Why Four Gospels ¢
by Gregory ; *The Story of Jesus Christ
dizabeth 8. Phelps ; * The Messages of
ks, hy Farrar: and “The Inter
woven Gospels,” by Wi, Pittinger

ou as much
i example by

When the bell vings, it is for
ws for your scholars,  Set a g
promptly heeding its signals.

N

No Sunday School class ean be successful
in the highest degree that does not mnke
much of class organization.  If you have hut
five or six scholars, give each of them an
office, with some defimte work to do

New Year's Rallies.

For tive years past the Sunday Sch
Toronto have held a great union meetir
Massey Hall on New Year's morning follow
ing the example of Montreal and Winnipeg
Other cities have gradually adopted the same
beautiful customn, until now we have a chuin
of meetings reaching across the Continent
On New Year's day of this watherings

T . Hamilton,

innipe;
e exd

The ronto meeting was the largest yet
held, the Massey Hall being well filled
Forty schools were represented, having

membership of 17,842, Last year these
schools raised for all purposes the handsome
sum of £14,381. We would like to ke

similar rallies held in London, St. Thomas,
Belleville and other cities. Tt is a practice
thut helps greatly in the cultivation of the
Connexional spirit.
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FEB. 5. - “IDLE IN THE MARKET-

PLACE.”

Mart

Hose Reanisos,

Mo ! 0 The idle talent Matt, 25 0 24,
Tuos., dan 81, Ko 5
Wk, Feh 1
b o 8 5
N ' i s,

Here is a striking parable, one as litth
understood inits meaning as it is remarkable
inits form. I has twentieth century les
sons, has this fisst century  pueable. — And
whiat tenching of the great Master, parabolicnl
or otherwise, has not its applieation to
wodern life 7 Christ spoke 1ot for the fivst

contury merely, but for all tin not for
Palestine only, but for the whole world
The navrative for this week's study forms a

nswer to Peter's question,
ken all, mul lowed
thee 5 what shall we have there " In that
question lurks the spirit of the hireling.
There seems to be a demand for so much pay
for so much work,  Instead of regardin
reward for service as a favor, the question
seems to claim it as a right. It is against
this mercenary spirit, worldly and unchris
tian, that the parable is directed. 1t is
mtended to teach that all we in the
X f receive equal reward ; for
ted in othe ces in the Bible
the ease. s it the pu
Master to imply that the per
formance of gr serviee for Him necossarily
insur wreat reward, althongh that may e
true.  The heart of the whole parable is a
stern rebuke against the introduction of the
hiveling spivit of the world into the affairs of
the Kingdom of Heaven, T it in
which vme venders service for ul deter
mines its character. The motive, the intent,
is the essential thing.  Christ wants love of
Hing, not love of reward, to inspire men.
Having pointed out the motive of the par-
able, lewmn now some of its plain and
practical teachings which Guthrie so well
presents, for it is the practical view of the
woral situation whicli is most helpful to om
busy Le
I

part of Christ
* Behold, we have for

pose of th

i Brerore & Favn —For
avies, and all alone, the Jews had
in the Lovd's vineyard : while
wholly given up to every
species of idolatry, had been standing un
hirved and idle —living without God or divine
lmlln- in the world. T were now about
 admitted to equal s with the
Jows.  They were to be receive
+ Chureh which recognizes no dis
ms, but which is as wide as God's
Christ shows that the Jews, by
wi wilful and wicked procedure,
feited the favor of God and were dismissed
from the glovions honors and
wards Building our |u-|w~ on
any external religious advantage is vi
**God s spirit, and they that worship him,
must worship him in spirit and truth.”
“Twoa Methodist ; * 'ma Baptist I'm
all this is useless. Outward
amount to nothing, unless
th in Christ and loyal
The Jews, failing to
The Gentiles, un-
'k, were summoned
is the true test nflln‘

service in l||~ name.
serve, were discharged.,
hired but willing to
and received,  H
perpetuity 1y institution.
i“u live ; to se and )ull die.
ipworth Leaguer, this applies to you, 0,
Epworth League, thou youthful, wmighty
winnt, in this is found your life or death !

2. NELFISHNESS  AND SELF-RIGHTEOLU SN EsS
Revtken, In Peter's questions there are
traces of a seltish and self-righteous spirit.
He and his compunions had not left great
possessions to follow Jesus as the vich young
vuler had, with whom he was probably eom
pring himself.  They were tishermen, and
carned w precavious livelihood from the
trencherous sen. And yet he puts in o claim
of et and rewand Illulll cover of devotion
to Christ.  He says, ** Behold we have for
sken all, and followed thee,” asking, ** What
shall we have there ! Asif it were not
enongh  to have Christ for his reward
S What shall we have /7 Tnomodern par
lanee, ** What money is there in it /™ a gques
tion which points more to his personal profit,
than to his soul’s w re, or Christ's honor
Peter mnst be put vight, and all py
like mind.  So the great Teacher
prable which declares that those
on the value of their works
their Lord's favor : that those wh
Lovd’s vineyard merely for the
can eat, or for the worldly advantage
such asituation will afford, shall be dismissed
from this position, while those who work
but one hour in the true spivit of Christian
their rewnnd.  Salvation is
bt of grace it by works
of rvighteousness that we have done, but
aceording to his merey he saved us

3. Nor LoLesess, seT CHRISTIAN ACTIV
1y Reguiren, - ** Show me thy faith by thy
works™ is the demand of James ; * Be care
ful to waintain good works ™ is the counsel
of Panly and the testimony of the whole
Bible is, that faith without works is dead,

eare not called into the vineyard to sit
idle, to fold our hands and slunmber,  In
wmending  our habits, in eultivating  our
hearts, in resisting temptation, in conquering
besetting sins, in fighting the good fight of
faith, in being instant in season and out of
season, in keeping ¢ banner flying, and in
winuning, step by step, the way to heaven,
how mueh have we to do ! Anidle Christian
is a8 much a eontvadiction in terms as a dis-
honest, u false, or a Sabbath-breaking Chris

%t

tian, » Christian liveth for himself —in a
world hlu-lluu. from so many s, so
afflicted with sorrow, and  sufferi il

and ignorance, and wrong, and
i o sinmers perish around us as in
great shipwreck, erying, “Help, we perish.”
Tustead of having nothing to do, Leaguers,
might we not wish to have a thousand heads
Ll a thousand hearts to f nd i
thousand hands to work, the zeal of Paul, the
wisdom of Solomen, and the years of
Methuselah !

4. Inpestiions Toesess—a Paranox
In that crowd in the market-place of idle
were  talking, some laughing,
« some sleeping, some playing,
working i the vin \‘mlw a
sicture of the world surely, where people,
sy in their daily toil for hread, Gouit it
pursuit of wealth, or pleasure, or fane, yet
have not one hour to spare for the things
that belong to salvation and their evel
ing peace.  Busy and yet idle! We un-rln
go to the counting-room, the crowded ~A||n|h
the silent study, the public assembly, the
festive hall, the applauding theatre, the
whirling ball-r Usay, ** Why stand ye
here idle all the For a man is idle
unless he serves i
life.  Gaod calls men from such busy tritling,
from the life of laborious idleness to a service
which is as pleasant as it is profitable, as
graceful as it is datiful, saymg, * Wor
while it is ealled to-day, seeing that the
night cometh when no man ean work.”

The case of the men hirved at the eleventh
hour affords no encouragement to procras-
tination. They had not been hired, they
had not been ealled till that late hour ; but
they instantly responded. The puml)h-
teaches  promptness, not prmuwluunmn
He would be a strange man in this day and
age who could trathfully say, ** 1 have never
heard the Gospel message—I have not been

men, son
Some yawnin
and yet none

Frnrvary, 1800 26

nooman hath hived me,”
ne forth —Behold
i behold, now is the

wepted
duy of salvation

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

What God does : Row, 3 2l
Eph. 2 im ¢
What we must do 165 Proy

10:4; Eeel. 9:10;
Rowm. 12: 11; Eph. 4: 28;
doln H: 17 9:4: Prov. 6:6; 24
Titus 2: 14

Amos 61
Luke 2: 49,
$0-32 ;

FEB. 12.—“THE JOY IN FINDING THE
OST.”

Hove ReaviNes,

The joy .‘vnu .).. pherd. Matt. 18 l'n

i persecution
g with Joy
Lasting joy

In this fifteenth chapter of Luke are three
rables.  Each states the
Joy omearth, joyin heave

overasaved soul b
Each ative represents the sinner in a

peculine condition ; for the parable of the
lost sheep represents the stupid and bewild-
eved sinner ; that of the lost picee of money,
the sinner unconscious of himself and of his
own real worth ; that of the prodigal son, the
conscious and voluntary sinner, the most
serious and aggravated ease.  Indeed, the
first two parables are an inseparable pair,
They are a double star ; you cannot tell how
much light comes from the one, or how much
from the other.  They arve alike, for in ench
there is a loss, a seeking, a joyful finding.
They differ in the extent of the loss, the
manner of the le i the toil of recovery.
Again they are alike in teaching the lesson
as to the lost condition of the sinner, the
power and willingness of God to save, and
the importance with which God and angels
regard each sinner's salvation.  They vary
in giving different views of the sinner. He
ix wayward, weak and foolish like o sheep.
He is dead and helpless like the mnm«hwl
coin, - The  shepherd  rep )
active and atoning work for man's ml\'nuun 3
the woman's activity illustrates the work of
salvation in the soul itself —enlightening,
cleansing, transforming to fit it for ae-
ceptable service, and ¢l relationship with

SHEPHERD'S  SEARCH.—Beautiful
and heart-touching as this picture is, of the
shepherd away among the barren mountains
searching minutely in every ravine and
thicket, it wants a little x-xplmnn n, suys
Maclaren, in order to be brought into cor-
ondence with the fact which it expresses.

For his search for his lost property is not in
, and his finding of it
of his «l p, but the
sheep's discovery of the shepherd. We have
to remember wherein consists the loss before
we can understand  wherein  consists  the
search.  God's possession of man is not
simply His possession by ation.  There is
only one way in which spirit can own spirit,
or heart can possess  heart, and that is
through the voluntary lding and love of
the one to the other. Jesus Christ, whe,
in all His secking after us men, is the voic
and hand of Almighty love, does not count
that He has found a man until the man has
learned to love Him.  For He loses us when
we are alienated from Him, when we cease
to trust Him. 'l'lu- search, then, is for love,
for trust, for obedience.  The shepherd’s
seeking is shown in the way by which the
Tove in Jesus Christ moves round about our
closed hearts, looking for an entrance. He
left the ninety and nine that were safe on
the high pastures of the mountains of God,
and came down among us, out into the
wilderness, to seck and to save that which
was lost.  And here, i midst, that un-
seen Form is passing along and speaking to




tiful
the
ains
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He seeks each of us by the inner
voices of our hearts and winds, by those
strange whisperings which  sometimes  we
hear, by the convietions of duty and truth
Wwhich at times flash across our inmost being,
S He is secking us by our unvest, by our
yearnings after we know not what, by our
dim dissatisfaction which insistsupon minking
itself felt in the midst of joys and delights,
and which the world fails to satisfy as much
as it fails to interpret. In these and in other
wiys the Shepherd is secking, and happy are
~they w |IIDMI“' be found of Him.
4 Tre Searcn INEFFECTUAL Tt scems
and yet itisagrim fact in every
y can fail and he
thwarted, ch is careless, but
that we shroud ourselves in darkness through
which His love can find ne The in-
finite love of Christ is free from all blame.
G appeals to us in the strongest, tenderest
ways, and says, i Id have
been done to my vineyard that I have not
e unto it /7 sthing has been left un-
e on God's part ; but wen turn away
Christ’s appeals, and are unwilling to
this man to save them, or to rule over
And one great veason for this
resistance of divine love is that men do not
ve that they need that love. 1e think
are in the flock when they are not.
Some have no taste for the sweet pastures
that are provided, and would rather stay
where they are. It is solemmnly true that we
do not need to do anything to put the Shep-
herd away. A deaf ear hears 1 L4
called and ye refused. 1 stretch ut my
hands and no nen regarded.”  That is all !
That is what we do, and that is enough to
miss the heavenly music for ever.
3. Tue Searcu Provozaen.—** Until he
8 find it.” That is a wonderful and merciful
sentence. It indicates the vastness of
Christ's perseverance, and patient forgiveness.
Men tire of searching.  Can a mother forget

pur souls.
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Yes ! if it has gone s long as to show
that further search is hopeless, she will go
home and nurse her sorrow in her heart. It
is another thing that the word **until”
indicates, viz., the possibility of bringing
back those who have gone farthest away and
have been longest absent.  The world has a

great deal to say about incurable cases of
ral deformity.  Christ knows nothi
about ‘incurable cases. And in aceor

plishing this task, our Leaguers must
member, that it is one by one, and
in the mass, that souls are sav ]
saves the Samaritan woman by eonvincing
her of the depth of her need; He saves
Zaccheus by inviting him to receive Him into
his house as his guest and Redeemer; Hesaves
Nicodemus by showing him the necessity of
being born from above before he could enter
the kindom of heaven ; and He saves Mary
Magdalen by delivering her from the power
of seven evil spirits.  Oh, that each Leagner
of the eighty thousand in the Canadian Church
would win at least one soul for Christ during
this bright new year

4. Tue Joy or Fixvi
enced a rapture

lost sheep. Witness His bearing at the well
of Sychar when His joy over the repentance
of the woman of Samaria made Him forget
hunger, h that the discipl lered
if anyman hadgiven him to eat. That joy, eon-
tinues Bruce, hoped for or experienced, made
all His burdens light, made even the cross
itself, abhorrent to His sentient nature, more
than bearable. Then, it is the Good Shepherd
himself that rejoices over his own recovered
property ; but so vast and expansive is it, he
calleth his whole celestinl family to rejoice
with him. In this sense, it is joy “in the
presence of the angels of God," they cateh
the flying joy, sharing it with the Great
Deliverer. But this joy over the successful
finding is terrestrial as well as celestial.
There is joy among men as well as among
angels. e poet speaks of ** the luxury of
doing good.”  But the ecstasy of soul ex-

not
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~Christ experi-
of delight when He found a

perienced by the one who is instrumental in
saving a soul from death is a foreta f
heaven itself, is o pardise possessed
you ever known that joy, fellow-worker /

WHAT

2 Chron. 15

THE

Ps. 27

BIBLE SAVS

4, 8; Prov. 8. 17
{

FEB. 19.—“A MISSIONARY CHURCH.”
(A MISSIONARY MEETING.)
Acta 13; 112,
Howe Reavives,
Mon The Charch commissioned

Feb, 13,
eh. 14, Witnessing in Jerusal

Werl | Feb 15 Witnessing i all Ju
Thu., Peb. 16 W
Fri, Feb, 17
: : 2 Cor. 162 16,
Sat,, Feb, 15, Except they be sent Kom. 10917,

The Church at Antioch, from which went
forth the fivst missio ue church.
Its chief president was the Holy Spirit,  Its
ministers  had  various  gifts, prophets,
teachers, mission Its membership was
mixed, not confined e class, but com-
posed of Jews and Gentiles  Its doctrine
was evangelical, consisting of the tenets of
the Gospel.  Its worship was seriptural,
including fasting and prayer. Its spirit was
missionary, sending forth the first evangelists
to the heathen.  From such churches all
through the ages, great religions lights have
come to evangelize and bl L
you wan' faithful and e
sionaries, look well to the

1. Wao WeRe tE Firsr Missionanies ¢

Their homes shall be remembered and
honored as long as the world stands.  In
the seroll of history's greatest heroes and
benefactors, these men shall find a pern
t missionaries of the Cr

. These were men of
They were first ¢
then conseerated.  They were men of fine
natural endowment, and of broad eulture and
experience, fitting sample of the men whom
the modern Church should send to the mis-
sionary field.  These two men were both
l"“""""‘ and teachers, two ‘mrlnnl offices
m hecarlyChurch - a prophet being onewho
authoritatively uttered divine communica-
tions ; a teacher, one who had the gift of
teaching and explaining what the prophet
uttered

gifts and graces.

Hey  CaLcen 1o THE
t to say that these first
missionaries received both an internal and
external eall.

(@) The call came to the Missionaries them
selees?—We cannot state definitely hy what
means the Holy Spirit voiced His will to these
men.  The Spint speaks to men by con-
science, by reason, by providence, by the
Word, and by speaking unmistakably within
the soul so that there is no doubt as to the
way to be pursued.  Had these men not the
moral eonviction and strength inwrought by
the personal call, it might have heen dif-
ficult to persuade them to undertake so
arduous an enterprise.  But they had re-
ceived their marching orders from King lw-
manuel, and with enthusiasm they entered
upon the work. .

() The Call came in ontward form to the
Church.-Without the authorization of the
Church they were not to proceed.  The work
of carrying the Gospel into regions beyond
may be done to some extent by private indi-
viduals ; but the duty of sending the Gospel
into all the world rests with the Church in
its corporate eapacity,  Hence ambassadors
should be sent in its name and by its sane-
tion.

(¢) When given?—** As they ministered
unto the Lord and fasted.” The inference
is that either the whole body of the Church
or its leaders, were at this time secking
heavenly light and guidance on this very
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point — the earrying of the Gospel into other
lands.  How true t is ! 1 we desire to do
things for God and His Kingdom, we
ok the Spirit of geace and supplica
+individusl behiever has made his
s in this spirit, and the Charehis
for its nnportant duty with

tiom
bst proy
never prey
out at,

(d) Buowhom given? This call was given
by the Holy Spirit, the invisible, but ever
present and divine representation of Jesus
Christ, whom Christ promised to send as the
Guide and Teacher of His Church, after He
had withdrawn His bodily presence.  And
the same Spirit must still call forth th
Chureh's ministers and missionaries,

(¢) Their departure, After their ordination
to the missionary office Barnabas and Saul
were sent from the Church at Antioch with
the fervent prayers of the people, com 1
ing them to heaven for protection on ther
journeys, for assistan in their labors, for
success in their enterprise.  Away they went
tocarry the light of trath and life into dark
ened understandings and benighted hearts,
to proclaim the message of salvation to a lost
world, to bring the nations into loyal sub

mission  to the King of g8 an e
sublime in its con nand magnificent in
its execution. le of Antioch

Church looked forward doubtless to the time
when their first missionaries, now setting
forth, would return with tidings of what
great things God had done by their hands
And this actually happened (Acts 14 27

WORTH REMEMBERING,

1. A wmissionary is God's man, in ( s
place, doing God's work, in God's way, and
for God's glory.

. The whole advance of Christianity has
been  a missionary movement.  From th
time that Paul went to Cyprus and Asia to
the Iatest missions of any lhuml in Awerica,
Christianity has been a missionary religion.

3. Each man has his own particular wis-
sion inthe church,  Some are best for
regular teachers, but would be failures as
evangelists or missionaries.  Some are splen-
did evangelists who would be of far less
account as regular pastors or teachers,

4. The Holy Spirit guides the Church now
as He did in the early time.  And in how
many ways ! The Young People’s
the mod; Sunday School, the Woman's
Christiar iperance Union, the Missionary
organizations, the Bible Societies, and other
developments  of Christian activity  have
I as really inspired by the Holy Spirit as
was the sending of the first two missionaries

5. How to find our wmission. It is of
first importance that we find out what that
mission is, and enter upon the performance
of our Father's business.  We may find this
in the same way that Saunl and Barnabas did
(«) The Holy Spirit will teach us,  The
promise is as true to us as to them. (b)) We
shall find the will of the Spirit by prayer
and - self-surrender, that is, by intensely
earnest seeking, with a complete yielding t
God, to do with us as He will. (¢) The
knowledge of our work will come gradually
to us, ns prove our fitness, and are led
on in the duties and work that come to us
day by day.

B A mission ‘s requirements ;. (a) A
call from the Holy Spirit. (b)) Ordination
from his brethren. () Recognition by the
Church.  (d) A definite sphere of labor.
A missionary’s inspiration : («) The divine
eall concerning him. () The Spirit's im
ithin him. (¢) The Church's prayers
il him. (d) The sighing of the heathen
world before him.

sties,

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS,

Num. 8: 14 Acts 9

Rom. 102 15 Eph. 3 ? 2

Matt. 28 : 19, 20; Rom. 10: 14, 156; Ps
68 1 Aets 28 I 811 ; Isa.
9: T3 Zech. 14 : Matt. 13: 33 ; Rev.
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FEB. 26, “PALM-TREE CHRISTIANS.”
Paoz 1
Howe Reamises,
Mon., Feb 20, Known by froit ke 6 440,
Tues., Feb. 21 Chosen to bear froit John 15 14-21
Waid | Fob, 22 wisness. - Phil. 12 1411
Thu., Feh, 2 Gl ;2030
Fri,’ Feh. 9 i 1

1014
it . den 1757, 8

Palin-tree: Christians—a cheery name in
deed, one well understood in the Tand where
It was first used, and conveying a wealth of
meaning.  In t lays when the palm-tree
palmetree politician, and
the palin-tree banker is so much in evidence,
it is high time that believers were asserting
themselves, claiming their own e amd
property, and demonstrating to the worl
that there is such a thing as a paln ]
Christinn, To hear some people talk, ome
would imagine that to become a Christian
was to lose all your friends and a la
of your property, to exchange prosperity for
adversity, and happiness for melancholy.
And they say this because they don't know
what they ave talking about, making their
statements all the more emphatic in propor-
tion to their ignor f the subject. What
some people don’t know about the Bible and
practical religions experience would fill many
libraries.  ** The  wicked Hourish ; loo
around and see,” say they. Yes, the wicked
Hourish with a short-lived gaicty.  But what
does experience, divinely illuminated, sa
regarding the prospering wicked : ** When
the wicked spring as the grass, and when all
the workers of iniquity do flourish ; it is that
they shall be destroyed forever.” That is

it comes to naught ; worse
with the destruction of the
the ruin of the worker.
Tempted soul, be not envious of the wicke
you have more than they ; and what you
have will endure. w what does experi-
ence, divin illuminated, say of the Chris
i * vighteous shall flourish like the
whn-tree ; he shall grow like a cedar in
L-!umnn,' Oh, yes! that seems n most
desirable state of things,

» 1o Everysony, —This
se is definite, It does not
say, “* Flourish, ye inhabitants of the
like the palm-tree »! There is a par-
ticular class of people who are :l.kul»wl

thus flourishing. The rvighteous, This is
the Old Testament word for the Christian or
the saint.  The term has reference to exter-
luct as hased upon internal principle,
The righteous—those who do right hecause
they love God. > are the people that
shall lourish like the palm-tree, and grow
like the cedar. Some e expeet this
desivable result, this ﬂnuaninu state, who
not comply with the conditions.

entrancing proy

a8

At a o camp-mecting  twenty-five
and have made no progress since,
aim existence of faith which
spiritual qual

VOIS ago
These folk
saves, but they have not the
ities which ean claim the promise, **Shall

flourish like the palm-tree " It is important
not only to prove the chronology of our
spiritual birth, but to show the active exe
<ise of that event in the living present of our
lives. No Christisn ean flourish like the
palm-tree who is living below the plane of
God's requirements eoncerning him.
2 Tue MeasiN oF  THE Prowmise,
ow, see how the palm represents the
righteous man, the progressive Christian :
(a) In Its Steady Growth Uprard,—1t is
tall, slender, and erect. Dr. T} mpson
says, that neither heavy weights which men
place upon its head, nor the importunate
urgency of the wind, can sway the palm aside
from perfect uprightness. It seeks to rise
as far as |umihl|u from earth and as near as
possible to heaven.  So the good man's aff
tions are set “*on things ahove,” his **¢
#enship is in heaven.” Nothing ean sway
him from his_established urrixhlmw«. He

seeks heavenlv principles for earthly con-
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duct.  He grows up into Christ.  Like

Goldsmith's village preacher

‘¢ Ax some tall cliff that lifts its awful .

Swells from the vale and midway leaves the
storm,

Though round its breast the rolling clowds are
sprewd

il sunshine settles on his head,”

(h) Its Growth in Spite of Hindrances,
The palm flourishes where other trees would
wither and die.  ** On the northern borders
of the Great Desert, at the foot of the Atlas
Mountains, the groves of date palms form
the great feature of that parched region, and
few trees besides can maintain an existence,
The excessive dryness of this arid tract
where rain seldom falls, is such that wheat
refuses to grow, and even barley, maize and
caffre comn afford the husbandmen only »

The hot blasts
able even
by the native himself ; yet here forests of
date palms flourish.”  The palm does not
wch in winter's copious rain,
roop under the drought and the

searcoly

burning heat of summ It grows, and
grows steadily in the face « and
his A picture this of the godly

ex
soul.  The influences that try him and
threaten to erush him are powerless to do so.
By the grace of God, they even promote his
growth, Hegrowsric s, strong by trinl,

patient by tribulation, rn_y us by suffering.

(¢) In Its Pevennial Verdure.”The palm

is an evergreen. At all times, and in all

loses not its verdure. So the

an,  spivitunl and  progressive, will
and  flourish  without i

intermission,
*rogress is the rule of his life; the goal
attained to-day will be the starting point of
to-morrow.  He will not have his winter of
discontent but the perpetual summer of
God's presence and graces.  He himself will
display the external signs of ever-incry
strength and jo;

(d) In Its Frwitfulness.—On an average
the palm yields from three to four hundred
ounds’ weight  of dates  annually, and
s been known to produce six hundred
ounds’ weight, It is a very fruitful trec.
Phe true believer will also produce th
fruits of the Spivit from his internal lif
Love, joy, § longsuffering, gentlen
obedience, purity, charity, helpfulness
others will he some of the kinds of fruit
which he will bear in abundance to the glory
of God and the blessing of the world. May
the number of palm-tree Christinns greatly
increase in all our Leagues !

WHAT THE BIBLE SAVS:
i Ps.1:3; Py
. 84:11; Prov, 3: 4;
330 10, 16; Matt, 6
Gen, 19: 1 3 Deut, 6
Micah 6: 8; Rom. 13: 7.

1Tim, 4:8;
1 8am. 12 1-4;

MARCH 5. “THE GATES OF ZION,

Py, 7. Pa 100 : 15

Home Reapios,

Mon., Feh, How amiable are thy tabe:

Tues,, Feh,

Wed,, Mar, 1.

Rev
Help
Vows

nary.
\

Thu, Mar. 2,
i 4 ry 20
house, Ps, 116 : 1+

Fri., Mar,
Sat., Mar. 4

iental cities, many of them, were sur-
rounded by walls as a means of safety and
protection for the inhabitants,  In ‘these
walls were passages  through  which the
people could pass in and out at certain times,
and ‘which were secured by strong gates and
mason . The principal gateways of
important  Eastern cities  were  wonderful
places.  They were Courts of Justice, places
of assembly, market-places and gossiping
resorts all in one. At the gateways special
care was tuken to increase the strength of
the wall and its power of resistance, since
the most formidable attacks of the enemy
would probably be made there,  From the

Frnkeany, 150928

fuct, too, that princes and judges sat at the
gnte in the discharge of their official duties,
the word gate beeame a synonym for power
or authority.  This is illustrated in Matt,
16: 18, where the expression *‘gates of
Hell " means powers of hell.  The gates of
walled townsare shut at sundown or shortly
Travellers often hasten in their journey
when they see the sun declining, lest the day
expire before they reach the eity gates. |t
not uncommonly happens that, with all theiy
ions, they are too late ; they are they
pelled to spend the night outside, e.
posed to storms and robbers.  But the
prophet Isainh represents the Church of
Christ with her gates ** pen continually
and John in his beautiful description of the
New Jerusalem, gives the same divine ides
** And the gates of it shall not be shut at all
by day ; for there shall be no night there.’
From these facts, we may gather the meaning
of the topic, the Gates of Zion. Zion wis
one of the hills upon which Jerusalem was
built, and was sometimes used as 4 name for
the city. But as Zion was the dwelli
place of God's people, and the city of the
temple, it came to mean the Chureh of God
And, a5 we have seen that **gates” is
mym for power, we have as the sigr
cance of the phrase, ** The gates of Zion,
the power of the Church of 1.

ow, young people, how can you appr
priate personally the power of the Church
of God /- How ean the community in which
it stands be influenced and benefited by the
awer of the Chure fod 2 The Church
hecomes i power as it is resovted to for wor
ship, as the people wait upon God for His
presenceand help. A neglected ehareh can-
not he a power. This leads us to say that
public worship is more acceptable to God
than ivate  devotion. his should he
7 1 well by our youth rising into
manhood and womanhood, T ean be just
as good by staying home and reading a ser
mon or pious hook as going to church,
say many, and not a few of them young
people. By saying this, young man, or young
woman, you are simply showing your utter
ignorance of God's Word, and God's designs
concerning His Church and concerning you,
*The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more
than all the dwellings of Jacoh.”  God loved
Jacob much, but He loved Zion more. He
loves the worship of His people in their
homes much, but He loves their worship in
His sanctuary more. Neglect not private
devotion, but not the conspicuous place of
public worship.

1. PUBLIC WORSHIF 18 MOKE IMPORTANT
THAN PRIVATE WORSHIP, 80 suggests Dr
Hickok.  ““Why is this so /" you say, 1
have not thought of it in that way 7"

(a) Becawse of the divine institution of
public worship. The Sabbath is favor-
able  for all religious  worship, But
when God gave special ordinances to His
ancient people, conspicuous  among  them
all was this solemn institution of public wor-
ship. Three periods in the year were as-
signed as seasons of holy convoeation, ete,
There were also the public services for the
moons, the year of rest, and the year of
jubi Moreover, each day at the ‘temple
was the morning and evening sacrifice offered.
In the fact that God thus instituted public
worship we see His high appreciation of it.

(b) On special occasions, public worship of
God has been specially demanded. —Many in-

4

of {

nees occur ionwith God'sdeali
with His people when some special interposi-
tion was followed by a requisition for the pub-
lic acknowledgment of His supremacy and
authority as their Lord and Sovereign.  On
oceasions like these the elders were com-
manded to proclaim a fast, to call a solemn
assembly, ete. 8o also when there had been
special deliverance from  pestilence, or
famine or war; when there had been
remarkable providential bounties, the whole
nation was called to thanksgiving and praise.

(¢) The ordinance of public worship is per-
petuated wuder the Christian dispensation, —
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The example of inspived apostles and primi-
tive saints is left on record in regard to th
frequent **coming together in one place
and **with one aceord.” l'h-l solemn in

{

T h 5
£ The ook Shele :}

junction is given in the New 1ent as
..|x|-|n.d-h~ toall ages, “not to forsake the
wsembling of ourselves  togethe This
fact indicates God's high regard for public
worship and His will in regard theret

WHY 15 PUBLIC WORSHIF  MORE IM-
PORTANT THAN PRIVATE WORSHIP /

() Becanse public worship s attended
with greater sacrifices. —<That piety is best
which will make the greatest sacrifices.
That faith or love is the strongest which
will bear the greatest strain,  As a general
rule faithful attendance upon public worship
is u higher expression of Christian character

than a feeble attempt at private devotions,
(h) Bres it s mor
moral influence influen

"
and private  devotion upon  the
a Christian is very gr also
i rning and evening family u...-«ln;- But
n vln public courts of the Lord, there are
many influences lowing in upon the soul,
and many emotions are  the awakened
which can never spring out of closet deve
tions,  The sanctuary is emphatieally * the
house of God and the gate of heaven.” The
Christinn - graces kindle anew in Christian
communion as the conls glow with increasing
light when brought into close contact with
one another.

(v) Becanse it is connected with great
lays of the power of divine teuth,
swhere upon earth are sinners so con-
vinced and saints so comforted as in the
solemnities of public p. Itisin the
house of God v«‘wn» the quick and searching
words of divine truth reach the sinner and
bring him a humble penitent to the mercy-
seat. It is in worship when the saint of
God s lifted quite above himself and his
earthly losses and claims the riches of the
kingdom of heaven.,

(d) Becanse it is the  great means of
peepetuating ond extending the Chureh,
The light of the present day Christianity
would go out in darkness we  the
generation had passed were public worship
to be deserted and the churches closed. Keep
up this ageney in its purity and strength, and
civil, ial and religious blessings abound.
Allow it to fall into decadence, and virtue
fails, sin is rampant, and the social fabric
is threatened with disaster.

(¢) Becanse it is ot like  heaven,
The place on  earth the most like to
heaven is  the house of ( od on - the
Christian Subbath, fill and
humble worshippers, ngs being
5o, seek union with the Church; esteem
its worship a solemn duty and precious p
lege : umite in that worship  with deep
hamility, profound  reverence and  great
delight.

i
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THE ANGEL PRESENCE FOR THE
NEW EAR.

The following llnm were suggested by the
first prayer-meeting topic in this year, and
written by a Leaguer in Wingham, Ont.:

Comrades ! o'er this fair Dominic
Lift as one your heart in pray
For the Guiding Angel presence
Thro' the pathway of this year.

There’s no time to waste in faltering
Look ! the work is v

Can we spend an idle moment

we face & world of need /

Let us each take hold of duty,
With a firm determined hand,

With the faith that overcometh,
With a will that can command.

Comrades ! who can tell of victories
Waiting to be yours and mine /
If we let the Angel lead w

Through the year of 9%

Essnys for the Thmes, VhA-ul r.m...m Men, and
Tmportant Living (e Rev, K. B Dewan
D, Price, $1.0)

De. Dewart is a profound thinker and an
able writer.  This volume contains some of
his very best work, the result of years of
experience and vesearch. It will well repay
eareful readin

Sclections from the Imita

npis.  Eddited
jaherd by the United &
. Mass

¥ of Christian Endeavor,

Thix is one of a series of little devotional
books known as ** The Classies of the Quiet
Hour,” which is intended to furnish a choice
selection for every day in the month,  The
extracts from Kempis have been efully
made, and the volume will prove helpful in
the development of the spiritual life

Adddresses (o the Young on
Wells, D Published
t, Anderson & Ferrier, Kdinburgh,  Price

The ren's Prayer.
the Lord's |

by dliph
W0
\Lun mluuuw have been written on the
y but this is the first time we
specially prepared for chil
interesting by the intro
illustrations, and the
ch of the young
ly excellent,

have seen one
dren. Tt is made
duction of  many

language is within the re
mind.

The addresses arc

Meart of the HMills, By Hattie B Colter.
IMNhHI m Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier, Edinburgh
Price, 90 cents,

This is one of the sweete s we
have read. 1t tells how a Nova Scotia girl,
the daughter of a minister  goes to the
Cariboo mining district of British Columbia
to reside with her married sister, where she
establishes a wission for the miners, and
innugurates any number of philanthropic
enterprises.  She makes everybody love her
by her self-denying efforts for the good of
those by whom' she is surrounded. The
hook s a beautiful commentary on  the
Saviour’s proverb, ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.”

Trevelyan's Little Daughters, By Vieng
With” Hlusteations by Reginald B. Birch,
William Bri Pablisher.  Price, 81,00,

Sheard
ronto

pretty story, artistically illustrated
by ald B, Birch, the famous artist,
Librarians should get this book for the
cinl benefit of the little girls.  They will
eatly delighted with it.

Pwellers In
Ty’ Annan Dale,

am, A Romance of New York
g P Brigys.

than ordinary inter
us social eonditions in
has it that the author is

deseriptive of var
New York. i

a preacher, but he does not pry
pages, nor even moralize. The n
shness and greed are, however, portrayed
in the most powerful manner, and the story
i esses its own moral, 2 of the char-

acters in this book are quite striking, and
the dialogue is usually animated and fre
quently quite witty, The volume is well
worth reading.

e of French Can
L Published by

s story ecarries us back two hundred
, and the scenes deseribed ave located

y
amid wild and une « surroundings. It
gives a very good idea of the life of the early

French settlers it Canada, and the dangers
they encounterea from the Indians. It isa
perfectly safe book to place in the Sunday
School library.

John the Baptist Among the Methodists is
the somewhat sensational title of a little hook
which is a plea for the bapti of the llul)
Ghost in view of the supposed i

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA. 1

We have received a copy of the ** Preshy
terian Christ Endeavor Manual for 184
by Wi, T. Ellis, published by the ||-<ln
ian Board of Publication I'hxlmlvll.hn
his handy little volume contains at least
ten “*Topic Thoughts on each of the
year's Christisn Endeavor topies, with plans
for the leader of every mecting, committee
helps, Christian Endeavor facts, « spe
cially noteworthy is the Manual's careful
statement of the proper character and work
of Christian Endeavor.  The price is only 10
conts

CHARLES M. SHELDON'S BOOKS.

n package of eight
volumes of Mr on's works from the
Canadian publishers, The Poole Printing Co
hey are hound in paper and sell for 25 conts
ch.  Mr. Poole informs us that the sale in
Canada hus been exeendingly mmnmn y

Nince last May 70,000 copies have heen dis
posed of by this one ivm, within the bounds
of the Dominion ; 4,000 valumes have been
sold on the Grand mk Railway during
the last five months,  In His Steps is so
well known that it needs searc & word

1f any of our readers have failed to read this
wonderful little book we advise them to get
it at once.  His Brother's per deals with
the labor question in & most graphic deserip
tionof a great strike.  Noxt to [u His Steps
it is probably the author's strongest work
The Crucificion of Philip Strong is » tragic
tale showing how a noble wan, who endes
vored to exemplify the spirit of Christ, was
opposed and persceuted

demption of Freetown is a story
of social conditions that actually exist

many cities. It tells how degraded neig!
porhoods have heen uplifted and blessed by
the Social Settlements. It is & most inter
esting ook, The other volumes are Kobert
Hardy's Seven Days, Overcoming the World,
The Twenticth Door, Richard Bruce

We have receiy

The

A TRIBUTE TO REV. JOHN McDOU-
GALL'S BOOKS.

The Canadian Teacher, published in this
city, pays the following tribute to the series
of hooks, nareating his early experi s in
the North-West, written by our well-known
missionary, Rev. John MeDougall

* For graphic accounts of life in our Cana-
dian pr s nothing has been written to
compare with the works of the Rev. John
MeDoug: Mr. McDougall's pages are full
of vim and |1(|~~ every line rings with the
strong, sturdy, self reliant spirit of our hardy
Canadian manhood.

‘orest, Lake and Prairie,’
been reviewed in

which has
i columns, covers the
years 1842-186; *Saddle, Sled and Snow

w," which was, also, previously reviewed
in The' Teacher, takes up the story where the
hook |~|ul an ies the account

mes the latest volume, * Pathfind-
ing on Plain and which completes
the story to the late antumn of 1868, We
know of no better fishing, bear-hunting,
deer-shooting stories. i hoys filled with
a spirit of adventure the volume will prove a
rare treat, while the most careful parent may
rest assured that, while his boy is readi

the w will not meet with one word,
phras sentence, or thought of even a
quusliunuh!o character.  Pure, lofty, manly,

ur author's words can
et than to raise the read
vel of thought and life.

¢ they are eminently suited for
e of mature years will read the
\nl\umm with interest as they give us a true
and vivid picture

Christian,
other eff

Ve no
to a

coming of Chri It impresses some
sortant traths in highlv dreamatic form

vast *undy ered
account of the spread of Christianity among
those western wilds.”




62 THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

Avound the Tea Table.

John's Objections Sustained.

ok ye, man, why haven't you eleaned
and polished my Doots 2" asked Dean Swift
of his eecentric servant, Joln, at an inn
where they had just prassed the night

** What's the use of polishing such things
wwked John, as he held up the hoots, dis
colored and grimy

§ yirue, " said the dean, and without
further protest he put them on, Then he
went to the office gave orders that John
should have no breakfast. He partook of his
own, and directed the hostler to saddle the
horses and lead them to the door

“Merey ! eried John, when he found
the dean ready to start, 1 haven't had any
breakfast yet

O dicd Swift, **1 can't see the
use of your breakfasting ; you would soon be
hungry again.”

Johin could think of no answer to such an
unexpected application of his own sophistry,
0 he maintained a stoical silence,

They mounted and vode on, the dean in
advance reading his  prayer-book, and the
servant following at a re pectful distance.
“Hark ye, my mag said the stranger
met, after he had observed the
two closely, ** you and your master seem to
be an uncommonly sober pair; may 1 ask
who you are and where you are going "

“We are as near saints as we ean be,”
replied John, solemnly, *and we are going
to heaven, T hope y master's praying
and P'm doing the fasting.” — Success,

He Understood

Many are the complaints made by cus
tomers over the abraptness of clerks, but
the New York  Weelly prints a story to
show that the shopkeeper is sometimes
almost too willing for the would. he customer
to explain his wants,

T want some kind of a do
that won't get out of order,

-spring, one
said a cos.

spring /" answered the hard-

“Yes, and one that won't require the
strength of an elephant to open.”

** Hem !

“And it must be strong enough to bring
the door all the way to, and not leave it
swinging open a couple of inches,”

*“1 nee.”

**And when the door closes T don't want
it to shut like a catapult, with a jar that
shakes the house from its foundations, "

“Yes. You want one that will bring the
door all the way to, and yet do it gently.”

*That's the idea.  But I don't want any
complicated arrangement,  that requires a
skilled mechanic to attend to.”

‘Noj o want some-
lhiu¥ simple, yot strong and effective,”

“That's the talk ! Something that can
be put on or taken off easily ; something
that will do its work quietly, yet thor-
oughly, and won't be eternally getting out
of order,”

“Isee. 1 know exactly what you want,
sir, just exactly.”

“Well, show me one, ™

“ We don't keep door-springs,”

A TENNESSEEAN tells this story of adarkey
freight hand on a Southern railway. He had
been placed in charge of a mule whose
destination was marked on a tag attached by
twine to the mule’s leg.  Before the animal
had been persunded ter a car, he man-
aged to reach the and, hefore Sambo
could interpose, the mule had it well chewed
up.  The old man looked at the local fi
agent, and asked in perturbation, *
goin' do wid dat mewl/ He done et up de

place where he's goin',

A Riddle Solved,

Not long ago a gentleman of Cleveland
received a letter from his lnwyer.  He could
not read a word of it, but thought that per
haps his wife, who had once or twice |
deciphered bad handwriting for him, could
do so, and took it home with him.  His wife
haed no better uek than he, ** Why don't you
take to Jimmerson, the Jdruggist 2"
They say he can read anything.”

He knew it referred to an important law
matter, and was anxious ahout it. 8o he put
on his hat and overcoat and went over to the
drug-store,

Can you make this out 2" he said,

The druggist took it an
He took it to the nearest gas-jet and looked
it over again, After a long scrutiny, he
marched to the back of the store and disap
peared behind a partition.  The gentleman
thought that very likely he had gone to get
a magnifying-glass,. He was g little
while, and then came hack with the letter in
nd and a good-sized bottle in the

1 glanced it over

“There you ave,” said the druggist.
** What's this /" inquired the gentleman.
““ Why, your tonie."”
** Who said anything about tonic 7"

Why, you handed me the prescription.
ption /"

roared the oth
think that was a preseriptic
from my lawyer about a suit

He went out chuckling with delight. The
Cleveland paper does not tell, however—as
it certainly should have told—whether or not
he paid for the tonic.—Cleveland Plain-
dealer

“ Did you
It's a letter

“Taar’s it exclaimed the old lady at
the concert, as the singers came out in
response to an encore.
over again until they get the thing right,”

Evropeax—Why is it that so many of you
Americans come oy ee this country
) e ! American
Well, the truth is we want to look over the
continent thoroughly and find out whether
we like it or not. If it suits us we may
decide to take it.

Tue lecturer on health had finished his
discourse, and invited his auditors to nsk any
quest they ch concerning points that
might seem toneed clearing up, when a lean,
skinny man rose up and asked, ** Professor,
what do you do when you ecan't sleep at
night ' 1 usually stay awake, " replied the
lecturer, “‘although, of course, eve yhody
should feel at liberty to do otherwise if he
chooses.  Are there any other questions "

First Succe
only a comm
it sofficient. Y
graduate /"

Second Successful Business May
graduated with high honors, too.

First 8. B. M. **Now, tell me truly. Did
you ever find any practical use hy what you
learned at college ¢

Second 8. B. M. *“ Um—yes. One night
when hurglars got into my house, T scared
them off with a college yell.”

sful Business Man, T had
hool education, but 1 found
u, I believe, were a college

“Yeos ;

A CLERGYMAN taking oceasional duty for a
friend in a country church was greatly sean-
dalized on observing the old verger, who had
been collecting the offertory, quietly abstract
half-a-crown before presenting the plate at
the altar-rails. ~ After service he ealled the
old man into the vestry and told him, with
emotion, that his crime had been discovered.
The clerk looked puzzled. Then a sudden
light dawned on him. ** Wha, sir, yer dooant
meean that owd “awf-craan o’ mine, do yer?
Wha, ahve ‘led-off” with he this last fifteen
year !

Frukvany, 18690- 30

Facts and Fancies.
Trisestimated thatabout 2,000,000 bicyclos
have been mwadein Europe and America
Prorasiry is forbidden by hoth the ary
the navy regulations of the United
States.

IN the Bank of England sixty folio volume
orledgers are filled daily with writing in keep
ing the accounts.

A roesn includes 2,185,000 seeds of blue
wrnss, 1421000 of timothy, 863,000 of whit.
clover, 152,000 of red clove i 243,000 of
alfalfa.

Tue whistle of a locomotive can be heand
rds, the noise of 4 train 3,300 yards,

port of a musket and the bark of a dog
1,800 yards, the roll of a drum 1,600 yards.,
a dinner bell two miles.

Gurra-rerena from the leaves of the eaout
choue tree is now being used by French
makers of submarine eables. It has all th
advantages of the product from incision into
the tree, while heing less expensive and
more durable.

IN the days of Henry VIIL of England
post-oftices were unknown, and letters were
carried by Government messengers, who
were subject to hanging if they delayed upon
the road. Truly, in those days the letter
carriers, at least, must have realized that
“ delays !

dangerous " !

THE express engines of most railway lines
cost between &15.000 and $20,000, " Their
working career depends very much upon the
road they have to travel. ~ Steep gradients
play sad havoe with them, and w Tﬁlml’!rn
their lives by two or three years. The speed
of engines is regulated by time-tables, but
there is such u thing ax making up lost time
This depends on the driver. 1f he is of a
cautious and steady turn of mind, he will act
up to the time-table, and be late rather than
travel beyond the authorized speed.

Tue eatalogue of the British Museum will
be finished before the end of the year 1900,
It will then consist of about six hundred
quarto volumes, containing an average of two
hundred and fifty columns each. Ttis comy
at present, with the exeeption of the entr
erring to England, France, German
Britain, liturgies, and a portion of th
From first to last it will have been in
gress for about nineteen years, during w
time accessions have been pouring in at the
rate of some forty thousand a year,

¢ Bible,

I7is the popular belief that the flight of
birds is much swifter than that of 8,
hut a number of naturalists who have been
making a study of the matter think that such
is not the ecase. A com house fly, for
example, is not very rapid its flight, but
its wings make 800 heats a second, and send
it through the air twenty-five feet, under
ordinary cireumstances, in that space of time,
When the insect is alarmed, however, it has
been found that it increases its rate of speed
to over 150 feet per second.  1f it could eon-
tinue such rapid flight for a mile ina straight
line it would cover that distance in exactly
thirty-three seconds.

d it was amusing to listen
to the exclamations of surprise from the na-
tive Africans on seeing their faces in a mirror
for the first time. They would beseech him
to allow them to see themselves in this
wonderful glass. ** Why," said one woman,
fmy ears are as big as pumpkin leaves,” 1
have no chin at all,” said anoth 1 would
have been pretty but for these high cheek
hones. " **See how my head shoots up in
the middle.” and so on their remarks con-
tinued in a way we can well imagine. Living-
stone would sometines pretend to be asleep
v the sake of listening to the funny
speeches, while the looking glass entertain-
ment was going on.




nd
e
ho
on

wt

ill

Fenrvany, Isw 31

Home Did It.

MeKinley,
pany of aged men and women, early settlers
of northern Ohio, said @ It isa prond pleas
ure to be able toeredit to my  wife and
my mother whatever good things my fellow

President wldressing o com

I
y

1

A

i

countrymen aseribe to e
wiother mankind is indebted for those high
gentleness, truth and virtue

moral qualities
which are so indispensable to good chareter,
wood eitizenship and anoble Life. Our whole
politieal fabric vests upon the sanctity of the
American home, where the true wife and
mother preside.  They teach the boys and
givls purity of life and thought, and point
the way to usefulness and distinetion.  The
world owes them more than it ean ever
vepay.  The man who has a pure and trug
love for mother and wife requires ne hond
for his good behavior, and ean be safely
trusted in every relation in life

Bird Schools.

The Hartz Mountains in Germany, so says
the Youth's Compranion, nve the centre of the
ennary-bind industry © *The birds mised
there have schools for the training of their
voives.  The best voices nre earefully selocts

their owners set apart in a class by them

A\ cannry with a fanltless voice and
experience in singing is chosen for a
teacher.  When the time comes to tein the
young birds they are saffersd to hear and
nuitate only the pure notes of the lender of
the school The St. Andreashurg canaries
are reckoned the finest singers in the world
Singing-schools for hirds also exist in New
York, where imported German bullfinehes
we tewined with the aid of a Hute, a reed
organ, and the human voice.  The trainers
are mmvellously expert whistlers,  Bull
finches can be taught to pipe the tunes of
popular songs and operas

&
5
2
b

i
Y

Electricity and Balky Horses

B One of the recent extensions of the use of

electricity s in conquering a balky or lazy
A western Pennsylvania gentleman
5 owned a horse which he said was worth
8 =100, provided he conld cure him of balk
sted that he try electricity

3 It was suyg
4 iy ¥

2 He purchinsed o three-volt storage battery,
B and connected it by wires to the bit and the
erupper. . The battery was  placed in the

voad-cart to which the horse was attached
At first the horse refused to move, but stowd
with all four feet braced. T
touched the hutton ¢
tery. When the

en the owner
meeted with the hat
horse felt the shock, he
siorted, juomped and began to move off at a
lively | Every day for a week he was
given the same lesson.  His owner, who
does not care to sell him, declares that now
he never balks, bites or kicks. The West
Pennsylvania Humane Society., which  in
vestigated the method, came to the conclu
sion that a small amount of eleetricity used
upon a horse was more humane than a whip
Omaha Ch, Advorate,

Oa Entertaining Guests.

When you have guests at your house it is
v eapital mistake to act upon the theory that
you ought to be with them, talking to them,
or seeking to entertain them in some fashion
all the time,  The sensible guest will thank
you if you leave him to his own devices for
it least a good half of the time. Let him
retive to his room to vead or write or doze ;
let him wander about the place or the village
unattended, waking his own  discoveries,
and he will have a much better time than if
you are always at his elbow. 1t i
iden to put w few of your brightest books and
papers in the guest chamber, so that he can
retire there during the leisure intervals cer-
tain of finding the best company. The
moment a guest feels that he is in the way,

or that his presence is putting the family to
the slightest ineo
person the charm of the visit
in o great house with an

ienee

course, wdane
of servants the question of the entertaimnent
A tine art, hut most
of us do not have establishients, but w,
have a decent guest chamber, and woull
greatly enjoy a visit of a few days from an
old friend.  The way to ke
happy memory for t est and for your
self is to let the routine of household life go
on as usual, and to devote the ordinary mter
vals of leisure
rest of the time let him shift for himself

The Watchman

of guests is reduced to

such visits 4

to his companionship.  The

Caught in the Devil's Snare.

Young My
by his friends as a
Accounts of  his
religious Tife have

Hobson hus been represented
devoted  Christian
consistent  and
w widely published by

those who have known him intinately, W
have no veason to doubt the correctness of
these representations,  But the young man's
head  has evidently  been turned by his
achievements and the public praises which

have been Iavished upon him. A week ago
last Sunday he travelled all day on a railvoad
train to fill o lecture engagement in Chi
i the evening, Al day Sunday erowds In
steged the hox-office of the Auditorium by
ing tickets for the lecture.  He spoke to
vogreat  crowd  upon a secular  theme,
while the multitude indulged in noisy wnd
unseemly demonstrations.  This was a pro
fanation of God's holy day, which no tri
Christian would be a party to

Hobson is to be pitied. H

has hrought

Miss Aunie Snyder is a young lady wh is
rapidly coming to the frontas a public enter-
tamer.  Her circular contains very strong
testimonials from Revs. Dr. Dewart, Dr.
Stone, C. O. Johnston and others, while the
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church of which he s &
and shamefully
v performance

disgrace upon the
and s publicly
d. His Chiea

I the Christian sentim

member
demied his

it of this aity,

people who
of Nanty

rieved a host of the
had proudly boasted that the hero
+was i Chiristisn
As for the ong

reported to have

youn,

hundred and sixty-three
Kissed the
. they were
wrth

Is who are
youth at the close
one hundred and sixty three fools

evald

He Attracted a Crowd
A Uleveland paper says that in front of the
New England Building o member of the
Nalvation Avmy stood the other day with his
tin-labellod contribution hox, withits plainly
lettered invitation to contribute to s Christ
was dinner fund, poised in front of him, and

Perhaps o lack of

watched the passers-hy
dropping nickels and” dimes prompted an
innovation in his methods, perhaps not
Anyway he suddenly raised his voice and
cried

 How to make 5,000

He stopped suddenly, and so did se
people

*How to make 5,000

By this time twenty |

wain
wle were halted

whout him

* How to make 5,000

The twenty grew to a crowd

Then e tinished the sentenc

 How to make 5,000 poor people happy
with s Christmas dinner !

OF course a large proportion of the crowd
drifted away, but quite a number left a
remembrance in the tin hox Andd the wise
soldier of the Cross siniled

press generally vefer to her readings in the
most complimentary manner.  Miss Snyder
is a member one of our city churches,
She will he pleased to arrange engagements
with Epworth Leagues and churches.
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Our Paper.

Wi are exceadingly thankful for all the
kind things that have been said of our paper,
by friends, and by o
After faithful work has
plensant to know that the
ated

heen ¢ it s

vesult is appreci

L the members
Socivties show their a)

of subscriptions accomp
cents.  Every member
should be asked to subserile

ple's
on i the form
d by dollars and

und associnte

a faithful canvass has bheen
highly gratifying. In
young e seemed just

Wikreyes
minde, the results are
many places the

waiting to give their subscriptions,

I is surprising how many applieations for
samples, and subscriptions, are coming from
the United States.  There must be a lot of
Canadians seattered around in Unele
territory

Sam's

best lists of sub
from  the  smallest
societies.  The League at Medicine Hat,
N.W.T., was organized about a month ago
with a membership of twenty-two, but it
sends a list of sixteen subscribers.  This
League carrvies off the palin for the largest
proportion of membership envolled as sub
seribers

SrranceLy enough, the

scribors  have  come

Tue great West is apparently g
lead our subscription list. Calgary
thirteen numes, and a note from Rev .
Bridgman, of Virden, Man., states that they
expect to send twenty-five subseribers from
that town

Warton, on the (
magnificently well in sending in a list of
twenty-three  names.  For a League of
thirty six members this iy splendid. May
such societios be multiplied a thousand-fold !

ich Distriet, does

It should be remembered that no names
are entered upon the sn|n~u||vl|n|| hooks
until the half dollar has been paid.  The
following are some of the best lists that have
come to hand.  The eanvass in many places
has not yet been completed
Woodbridge
Walton

26| Inglewood
23| Burlington
Parkdale 20| Hawkestone
Vancouver - A7 [ Carp
Medicine Hat ... 16| Mi Woelne
Galt ....16| Zion Hill
Douglas, Man 16| Woodstock, Central
Salford » 14| Siloam . (
Calgary 13| Moorfield
Eastwood 11| Eastwood
Aylmer 10| Chesterville
Winchester 10| Dundas
Wingham 10| Neepawa
Bright 8| Oxford Mills

ith Edmonton. . 8| Simcoe
Miami, Man 8| Watford

Barnston, Que 7 Melgund, Man

COMING CONVENTIONS

1899,

Fes. 7 Owen Sound District  Epworth
League Convention at Markdale,
21-23— Hamilton Conference

Convention at Wondstoe

Fen.

League

International \muh\ School

JuLy 510 Christinn Endes
Convention at Detroit, Mich,

Juny 20-23 - Epworth League International
Convention at Indianapolis.

or International

NO CONVENTION THIS YEAR.

The Executive of the Toronto Conference
League have decided not to hold any con-
vention this y but every effort will be
made to have a large and suceessful gather-
ng during the 1

Secretary’s Book

For Epworth Leagues or
Epworth Lesgues of
Christian Endeavor,

st

OESIGNED FOR A COMPLETE YEARLY RECORD

NEW AND REVISED EDITION,

Price, 50 Cents, postage paid.
gue in the Dominion should have
onstitution, Form
of Members, Pledges, Roll of
Menmbers,
of Officers
with blank

gular minute I'vy

contains the (
for Reception
Active Members y
Roll of Officers .g‘.m.m Report
and of the
pages

ity and you won't

veral Department
for recording the r

can't o without it

Books for
League Workers

FIFTY SOCIAL EVENINGS
By Mrs, Annie E.
Price

FIFTY LITERARY EVENINGS
By N. G,

Smiley. 70 pages

Ayres. Price
THE MISSIONARY SPOKE
By Willis W Price
JUNIOR LEAGUE HANDBOOK
By Rev. 8. T. Bartlett
Price

Cooper

135 pages

| EPWORTH LEAGUE MANUAL

By Rev. A, . Crews, 100 pages

Price .25

Address all orders to

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -

Montreal : C. W. COATES.

ERA.

Methodist Book Room, .

Frnneany, 180932

Epworth League
Requisites

fy-Laws In one leatlet. Per doz. 80 10

itution and Hy-Laws for Junior
rer doz.
Topics, w

aver Meeting ith blank space on first

in name of League.  Per hun,

< with name of League printed

Per hundred
Per additional hundred
or Meeting

Topies with name ¢

o Officers on it page

in topies,

‘olding Card, with

f League, list Moers
and Church Services

Per additional hundred
Estimates given for
Printing Topics selected
by Local Leagues

v Meeting Topics

red

ledye Card,
Card
" ard,  Per hundred
Me mm\m; Certificate Card
r hundred

Removal Certificate Card

hndred

Epworth League Oh.rer,

Junior League | On Card

Per hundred
Per hundred

Printed in colors
Printed in colors, Per
Handsomely  Litho-

wraphed

Epworth Ribbon, Per yard

TORONTO

Halifax: 8. F. HUESTIS,

A SMALL LIBRARY OF HISTORY, BIOGRA-
PHY, NATURAL SCIENCE, AND RELIGION

300 Pages and
37 Mustratio

By Arthur Temple

forsss
GDWOI'") l:eaguc Reading zoum 1898-09

Making of the Empire g

FOUR SPLENDID BOOKS

The story of the British Colonies
round the world. A book to stir one’s
patriotic blood.

107 Pages and
3% Mustrations

By Dr. Withrow

Makers of Methodism &

Inspiring biographies of great lead-
A book to make loyal Method-

244 Pages and
75 Mustrations

By A. B. Buckley

Fairyland of Science 4 g

Chapters on Natural Science that
are true, and yet read like a fairy tale.
God’s wisdom revealed in nature.

By Dr. ], R. Miller

318 Pages,

Week Day Religions g

A most delightful volume on Chris-
tian Culture, dealing with practical

Regular Retail Price of the Four Books, $4,75
Special Price to any place in Canada, Postpaid o

Coronto: {Uilliam Brigas

and helpful subjects.
$2.00
g“l“

Montreal: €.
halifax :




