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CONSTITUTION,

BY-LAWS,

AND

MONTREAL FIREIEFS

Scncuolcnt ^seociation.

Instituted at Montreal in July 1846, and Incorporated

by Act of Parliament July 1847.

1848.





>i

AOT ©F EM^®IEF©]^AT]I©1F
^*/

3££a^a»£i//ili-

ANNO DECIMO ET TTNDECIMO

VICTORI.E llgGTN/K.

CAP. CI.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATR THE MONTREAL FIREMEN's

BENEVOLILNT ASSOCIATION.

9<A July, 1847.

WHEREAS an Association hath been formed in the

City of Montreal, in this Province by divers pe

sons connected with the Fire Department of the said

City, iinder the name of The Montreal Firemen's Bene

volent Association, for the purpose of affording relJ

to those Fu'emen who may be injured in health or

limb, in the discharge of their duties as Firemen ;
and

of allowing a funeral benefit to the relatives of those

Firemen who may die from injuries received whilst

engaged in their duties as Firemen ; And whereas the

persons hereinafter named, Office-bearers of the said

Association, and acting on behalf of the members

thereof, have, by their petition to the Legislature,

represented that they have formed themselves into an

Association, and aonuired consi
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purposes aforesaidTaiidhli^ (Z^iZ~~
——

the benefits derivable (ro^7ju I
"P"'«<'"'e<l that

-tonly be secured, but be gre JlTeZ''"?'""'''''
ncorperationof the membersfhS „d hT '" ""^

to be so incorporated; And wherei it i

'""'7'^^''^

grant the prayer of the said peti ,wt r "' '°

prcsions and enactment, ^
™'"''' ™''J«' to the

-deinthat bohalftBe hTf '" "' ''°"'' -"
Queen's Most Excel entMlvtt '"*"'"'' ''^ "-e

vice and consent of"Se ^™^ 7"- ""« "0-

Legislative Assembly of the Prl T''
""^ "^ ""o

f
tuted and assembied by irtneT: 1 "'T'^'

""-
thority of an Act passedlTh p

•""''"' *'"'™-

United Kingdom of Grlrtp/"
'^'"•'"«"«" "f the

and it is hereby enacted hv,f ^"T"""""-^ <^<"""''',

That Wm. Sp'e~lt;sT-;V'''»^™»
Floteher, Norton B Cor^j'La.f'"^' ^'»">

,

^--Muir^ormanS Pr2 OH • ";' f« Bo^ram,
D. McNeven, James MoSn plir r"""'

"^^ '=™'''

Wilson, John Ferguson Geor^' p '' """' ^''•'''"n

John Perrigo J„hrBr*^""«"'^'«'"*'-t Wright,

Watson, #:: stlar't h'c';''?"""
^""'^-' ^"

J. B.Tison, ArthurCefe-sSb"' 1°"" «"-
Thoma. Hood, and P C r;!'

° '"""' * MoConkey,

persons as now are or 'h
,';'*'"'"' ^'-h-'her

^k-eafter be asso^Ste* trthenff^T'"'' ^^
hereinbefore mentioned, a^ Lt '"' P-^oses
«hall be one body „omc7Z ™'''^««ors for ever,

»ame, by thenarn'r^d ;e„f':77;^'
'" "-' -<" -

r!!!!!:::::!:^::^^ ">'»' --have
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BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. »

p^r^tuarsi^^on and a common seal, and shall have

power, from time to time, to alter, renew or change

Uch common seal at their pleasure, and shall by the

same name, from time to time, and at all times here-

after, be able and capable to have, take, receive, pur-

chase, acquire, hold, possess and enjoy, 10 them and

their successors as aforesaid, to and for the uses and

purposes of the said Corporation, v^ithout any further

authorization or letters of mortmain, all land or pro-

pertv, moveable or immoveable, which may hereafter

be acquired, ceded, exchanged, given, bequeathed or

granted to the said Corporation, or to sell, ahenate,

convey, let, or lease the same, if need be
:
Provided

always, that the rents, issues and profits, arising from

the immo. cable property of the said Corporation, shall

not at any time exceed the annual sum of one thousand

pounds, current mr ney of this Province ;
and shall and

may, by the same name, be able and capable to sue

and be sued, implead and be impleaded, answer and be

answered unto, in all Courts of Law and places, m as

large, ami)le, and beneficial a manner and form as any

othm- bodv politic and corporate, or any persons able

and capable in law, may or can sue, implead or answer,

or be sued, impleaded or answered, in any manner

whatsoever.

II —And be it enacted, That in all and every suit or

suits in law which may hereafter be instituted against

the said ( ' H-poration, service of process at the residence

of the President, Secretary, or Treasurer, shall be

sufficient to compel the said Corporation to appear and

plead to such suit or suits ; any law, custom, or usage,

ij to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding.

!! III.—And be it enacted. That the members of the
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BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 7

shall have power to make any such Bj-Laws as afore-

said.

v.—And be it enacted, That until the first election

of a Board of Management shall take place under the

By-Laws to be passed as aforesaid, the present Board

of Management of the said Association shall be, and

continue to be, the Board of Management of the Cor-

poration hereby created.

VI.—And be it enacted, That no member of the said

Corporation shall, in his private or natural capacity,

be liable for any debts or obligations of the said Cor-

poration.

VII.—And be it enacted. That this Act shall be held

and considered to be a Public Act, and as such shall be

judicially taken notice of, held and considered in all

Courts of Justice, and by all Judges and Justices of the

Peace, and by all others whom it may concern, without

being specially pleaded.

-^^^^^m^
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II.

°F MEMBERSHIP.
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This Association shall I,„ „

^"•0 Companies beW "" 7'"^,'"«'«''o.. of the
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10 As-

sociation has been in operation under these By-

Laws, said companies shall be admissablo into the

Association, upon application by letter to the

Board of Managers, and upon payment of the

dues of the current six months. All applications

for admission to be laid before a regular meet-

ing of the Board, and passed by a majority of

votes of members present.

SECTION 3.

Each Captain of companies belonging to the As-

sociation at the time of the adoption of these By-

Laws (or that may hereafter be admitted) shall

be required to furnish the Secretary with a roll of

his company, their places of residence and occu-

pation, date of entrance &c. ; and afterwards with

the name of those members who may join or leave

their respective companies, as soon after such

admission or leaving, as circumstances will per-

mit.

SECTION 4.

When a Member leaves (except he is entitled to

become a past-member,) or is expelled from his

Company, all his interest in the Funds of the As-

sociation shall cease ; and it shall be tho duty of

the Captain to notify the Secretary of all expul-

sions.

SECTION 6.

sident and Secretary of the Association, and coun-
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there are three or more candidates, the ballot

shall be continued, and the name of the Candi-

date having the lowest number of votes, left out

each time the ballot is repeated.

SECTION 4.

The Board shall meet monthly, eleven to form

a quorum, and it shall be their duty to manage

and superintend all things pertaining to the As-

sociation, to obtain contributions to the Funds, to

sanction the payment of all Benefits and Accounts,

and to amend, repeal or adopt, such Rules and

By-Laws as may be necessary for the good go-

vernment of the Association, and in accordance

with the Act of Incorporation.

SECTION 5.

The Chairman of the Fire Committee, the

Chief Engineer of the Fire Department, and past

officers of companies who may have served as

members of the Board, shall be eligible to be

elected honorary members of the Board. They

shall have the privilege of attending all meetings,

taking part in any discussion, and upon payment

of the annual subscription bo entitled to benefits,

but shall not be eligible to ofiice.

ARTICLE IV.

FUNDS.

SECTION 1.

The Funds of the Association shall consist of a

Permanent, Contingent and Widow and Orphan's
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SECTION 2.-PEKMANENT FUND.
The Permanont Fund shnii i.

SECTION S.-CONTINOENT FTOD.

fouM^ of '.'h
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P"-d „p„., „,Uco. and othor^t iogWct „;Lr;

Vi|

III



bscription

isociation,

)sing said

tions and
to t'ontri-

posed of

for that

?e of the

mine at

est only

three-

'est up-

er sub-

Y made
lyment

ises of

BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 13

brought on by injuries received at fires, &c.
;
pro-

vided however, that no benefit be paid frora this

fund until it amounts to £50.

ARTICLE V.

DUTIES OF OFFICERS.

SECTION 1.

The President (and in his absence the Vice-

President) shall authorize and preside at all meet-

ings of the Association and Board of Managers,

sign all passed accounts and orders upon the

Treasurer, and call special meetings whenever re-

quested to do so, in writing, by any five members

of the Board, or twenty members of the Associa-

tion.

SECTION 2.

The Secretary shall keep correct minutes of

the proceed It gs, issue notices of meetings, notify

the Visiting Committee of members requiring to

be visited, sij^n all certificates of membership,

and keep a roll of, and account with, each com-

pany belonging to the Association ; he shall col-

lect all monies due, and pay them to the Treasu-

rer, taking his receipt for the same.

EJECTION 3.

The Assistant Secretary shall aid the Secretary

in his duties, and in his absence act in his stead.
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SECTION 4.

C^uee l._The Treasurer shall keep an accountof all monies received and paid, and render acorrect statement of the same, semi-annuallyTh!
shall not keep in his hands, at any time, morethan ten pounds, the balance to be placed inZZT """'

'" '"" "^"o "' the^ssociation!and the signature of the President, or any „f the

slaT be"
"''' '"'' ^""''''^y ""d Treasurer

fmlt'
necessary to the withdrawal of any

Chme 2 Upon his appointment to office, theTreasurer shall give to the President and Vice!
Presidente a bond with two securities, to beanproved of by the Board, for the due a;d fai hfuiperformance of the duties of his office.

ARTICLE VI.

DUES AND BENEFITS.

SECTION 1.

The yearly subscription from Companies shallbe at the rate of five shillings per member, and
shall be payable in advance on the 1st of ianuary and 1st of July of each year.

SECTION 2 SICK BENEFITS.

Clause I.--Companies shall be entitled to di-aw
benefits only for memh«r= ^thin ^y ,

nitiA4fr.„u -J ^^ •'"" numberpaid for by said companies.

In
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BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 15

Clause 2.—When a member engaged in his du-

ties as fireman shall receive such injuries to his

limbs or health, as may prevent him from follow-

ing or attending to his occupation, ho shall re-

ceive the sum of six dollars per week while so

disabled, and a proportionate sum for any time

less than a week ; in all cases, the Committee

shall require a Doctor's certificate, and the pro-

duction of the certificate of membership, before

any benefit shall be paid.

Clause 3.—In extraordinary cases, such as the

fracture of a limb, so much of the Physician's bill

as the Board may deem reasonable shall be paid.

Clause 4.—In the event of a member receiving

an injury which, although it may not wholly pre-

vent him from attending to his daily occupation,

still may cause him to require medical advice, the

Committee may grant whatever relief they may
deem necessary, according to the circumstance of

the case, provided said relief does not exceed the

sum of fifteen shillings currency.

Clause 5.—When a Member receives such in-

juries as above, he shall without delay inform (or

cause to be informed,) his Captain or Officer com-

manding his Company thereof ; and in the event

of his neglecting to do so for one week after re-

ceiving such injury, he shall not be entitled to

Benefits.

Clause 6."=It shall be the duty of each Com-
manding Officer to report every case of accident
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that occurs in his Company (as soon as ho is in-
formed thereof,) to the Secretary, who shall exa-
mine the Roll Book to see if the peraon injured
is enrolled, or eligible to Benefits, and if so, ho
(the Secretary) shall notify the Sick or Visiting

I

Committee forthwith, so that the wise mav be at-
tended to without delay.

SECTION 3 FUJVEllAL BENEFITS.

Clause 1.—In the event of the death of a
Member from injuries received while engaged in
his duties as Fireman, a Funeral Benefit of £7 lOs.
shall be paid to his relatives ; said sura to be paid
from the Funds, when they amount to £100, and
when under that sum, by a levy upon each Com-
pany.

Claim 2.—The Secretary shall notify each
Company to attend the Funeral of such Member
in uniform, with crape on the left arm.

SECTION 4—BENEFIT TO WIDOWS AND OKPHANS.

Clause 1.—The widow of every deceased Mem-
ber, whose death may have beien caused by in-

!

juries received while engaged in his duties as
Fn-eman, shaU receive the sum of £10 per annum,

'

payable quarterly during tho term of her widow-
hood.

Clause 2.—Should such deceased Member leave
no widow, or should his widow afterwards die, the
said yearly sum of £10 shall be paid in like man^



e is in-

i

ill exa-

injured

f BO, ho

imting

r be at-

1

I of a

god in

£7 10s.

>o paid

0, and

Corn-

each

3mber

ANS.

Mem
by in-

i

ies as

iniim,

idow-

leave

e, the

man-

ner to his orphan child or children, if any there

be, under the age of fourteen years ; the claim

of each such child to such benefit, ceasing, as he

or she shall attain the age of fourteen years.

Clause 3.—Should the widow of such deceased

Member marry again, the payment of all benefits

to her from the Funds of the Associartion, shall

cease forthwith.

SECTION 5.

All Benefits paid must be sanctioned by the

Board of Managers, except an urgent case occur

during the interval of the Monthly Meetings,

when the President shall have power to order the

payment of one, two, and not more than three

weeks benefit ; said order to be laid before the

Board, and passed at its next meeting.

ARTICLE VII.

OF COMMITTEES AND THEIR DUTIES.

SECTION 1.—VISITING COMMITTEE.

The President shall appoint, on the night of his

election, a Visiting or Sick Committee, consisting

of one of the Managers from each Company, whose

duties shall be, to visit those who may be injured

at Fires, and pay them their weekly benefit, and

render to the Secretary a Report of the same.

Two to form a quorum to report—the President,

A
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Vice-President and Secretary, to be members
ex officio of this Committee.

SECTION 2.—COMMITTEE OF ACCOUNTS.

A Committee, consisting of three Members of
the Board, shall be appointed by the President,
whose duties shall be, (o audit the Treasurer's
books and accounts.

SECTION 3.—KEPORT.S TO BE MADE IN WRITING.

All Reports' of Committees, standing or special,

must be made in writing, and signed by a majority
of the Members thereof.

ARTICLE VIII.

PAST MEMBERS.
SECTION 1.

Members having served seven consecutive ^ ears
in the Fire Department, and having been honor-
ably discharged therefrom, shall become Past
Members.

SECTION 2.

Past Members shall be entitled to all the
benefits, accordnig to Article VI. and Section 2
of ihe By-Laws, pro ided they continue to pay
r.ii.iir Annu^x Subscription to the Funds, either
personally, or through the CornpaRy to which
they formerly belonged.
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ARTICLE IX.

MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS.

SECTION 1.—TIME OF MEETING.

The Board shall meet on the last Wednesday

of each month for the transaction vi «uch business

as may be brcaght before them. The hour of

meeting shall be seven o'clock in winter, and

eight in summer.

SECTION 2.

The Board shall close its M eting^ \t or before

ten o'clock, unless there is some important! atter

under discur-'^ion, in which case it shall be .ecessary

to move for an extension of time, no exceed

half an hour.

SECTION 3.—SPECIAL MEETINaS.

Special Meedngs may be h<>ld when led by

the President, u- either of tho Vice-Pre. idents ;

and no business, other than that for whi< h such

Meeting maybe specially called, shall be tr nsact-

ed at any such b pecial Meeting.

SECTION 4.—M' TIONS TO BE MADE IN WRITIN
•

All Motions bi >ught before the Board, to be

made in writing, i ' required by the Secretary.

SECTION 5.—CHAIR AN TO HAVE THE CASTING VOTE.

The Chairman a any Meeting, regular or spe-

cial, shall give the casting vote when the Board

IS equally divided, lut shall have no other vote.

I
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SECTION 6,

No language or remark shall be allowed at any
Meeting of the Board, calculated to injure the
feehngs of any Member, or reflecthig upon the
character or efficiency of any Company belonging
to the Association

; and any Member trans-ressiuL.
upon this point after having been called t^o order
by the Chair, shall be liable to be excluded from
the Meetings of the Board, by a vote of the
Members present.

ARTICLE "X.

DISABILITIES, FINES, AND PENALTIES,
SECnON 1.—WHExN COMPANIES ARE NOT ENTITLED

TO BENEFITS.

Any Company neglecting to pay their subscrip-
tion withm a month from the date it becomes
due, shall not be entitled to ben(>fits for iniurics
received, during the period of such neglect, nor
until one week after having paid up their arrears.

SECTION 2.—WHEN MEMBERS ARE NOT ENTITLED TO
BENEFITS.

Clause l.-No Fireman shall bo entitled to re-
ceive relief, unless he is a regular enrolled Mem-
ber of a Fire Company belonging to the Asso-
ciation, and his name enrolled in the Secretary's

i

-DOOk. and uri<-L;n tha ««—

i

-i - - /I
^ ^ '•^6 numuer paid lor by his
Company, *^
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Clause 2.—No Benefit shall be given to any

Fireman, receiving an injury while in a state of

intoxication.

Clause 3.—No Member shall be entitled to any

Benefit for injuries received, who shall for the

period of seven days, neglect to inform his Com-
manding Officer thereof.

Clause 4.—No Benefit shall be allowed to any

Member who may receive an injury at a Drill or

Parade, who is at the time of said Drill or Parade,

unwell and under medical treatment.

SECTION 3.—COMPAMES REFLSIXO TO PAY.

Should any Company refuse or neglect to pay

their subscription for three months after it has

become due, said Company shall be struck off th^

Roll ; but any Member of said Company may
become eligible to Benefits upon payment of his

individual subscription to the Secretary.

SECTION 4.—FINES.

Clause 1.—Members of the Boai'd absenting

themselves from any of the Meetings without a

sufficient excuse, shall be fined the sum of one

shilling and threepence ; the validity of the ex-

cuse to be decided by a majority of the Members
present.

Clause 2=—When a Member ofthe Boai'd absents

himself from three successive Meetings without

giving any excuse, the Company to which such

i
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Member belongs, shall be notified of his absence,

and should they fail in causing him to attend, or

sending another in his stead, they shall be liable

for all Fines incurred by the absence of such

Member.

Clause 3.—Members of the Visiting Committee

failing to visit a sick Member after having been

notified by the Secretary to that eflfect, shall

incur a fine of 2s. 6d.

Clause 4.—Tlie fines shall be payable with the

dues, and companies or individual members neg-

lecting or refusing to pay their fines at that time,

viz : in January a id July, shall be considered in

arrears, and shall not bo entitled to benefits un-

til such arrears are paid up.

ir

AR'nCLE XI.

RULES OF ORDER FOR MEETINGS.

SECTION 1.—ANNUAL MEETING.

Hide 1.—The Secretary shall call the Roll of

Companies by their numbers.

Rule 2.—He shall road the Report of the pro-

ceedings of the past year, and the Treasurer's

Annual Statement.

Ruh 3.—Receive the Return of Managers for

the ensuing year.

XLtttc "X. ivu'tt* t I'**--' -^••; -' — — " '
^'

tion and By-Laws that may have been made by

the Board during the past year.
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Hule 5 —New business.

RuU 6.—Adjournment.

SECTION 2.-M0NTHLY MEETINGS OF THE BOARD.

jlule 1 .—Call the Roll of members.

Rule 2.-Read the Minutes of last nioetmg.

/2u/e 3.-Absentees of previous meetmgs.

ji,Ue 4.-Report of Visiting Committee and ot

Benefits paid.

Bide 5.-Applications for Relief.
^

Bide 6.-Report of Special Committees.

Bule 7.—Reading and passing of Bdls.

Bule 8.—Unfinished business.

Bide 9.—New business.

Bule 10.—Adjournment.

SECTION 3.

Bute ls<.-Evcry member shall have the privi-

lego of speaking twice on any question, but not

oftener, unless by permission of the tlmn-.

/<,.(;2»rf.-Any member intending to speak on

a question, shall rise in his p.aoe am respecttully

address the Chair, confining
"--"/r Un^™

tion, and avoiding pe.-sonalities -, and shouldme
than one n.ember rise to speak at the same t mo.

the Chairman shall determine winch is entitled

to the floor. . »,,„ ,i;vi

Bule ird.-Xny member may require the dvi-

sion of a question, when the sense will admit ot
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Rule 4th.—The yeas and nays shall be taken

and recorded, on the call of any member, duly

seconded.

Rule 5«A.—After any question has been decided,

any two members having voted in the majority,

may at the same or next meeting, move for a re-

consideration thereof.

ARTICLE XII.

No member of the Association shall be allowed

to make application to the City Council for relief

under injuries received at fires ; but the Board

shall make such arrangement with the Council

as may be mutually agreed on, and put into the

funds of the Association, such money as may be

received in lieu of members making individual

application.

ARTICLE XIII.

ANNUAL MEETING.

The Annual General Meeting of the Associa-

tion shall be held in the month of January, when

the state of the funds and a Report of the pro-

ceedings of the past year shall be read, and the

return of the election of the new Board of Mana-

gers be received from the several companies and

made known. Six days notice of tlic above meet-

ing shall be given in two of the newspapers.
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' ~
ARTICLE XIV.

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS.

No motion to repeal, suspend or amend these

By Laws, or any part or parts «, (except

the nules of Order) shall bo put o vote, unt.l

the same shall have been read at three conseeu-

two regular meetings of the Board ;
and at the

third Lading the vote shall be taken. Two-

thirds of the members present and votmg shall

consitute a majority upon Amendments.

ARTICLE XV.

AMENDMENTS TO RULES OF ORDEK.

The Rule, of Order may be altered at any

Meeting of the Board, (notice of the proposed

!^teration having been made at a previous

Meeting) by a vote of the majority o. Members

present.

-*5#X#^
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