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PUBLISHER'S PREFACE.

In ofifering this account of Arctic explorations to the

public in a new form, and with the narrative continued
from 1857, where Dr. Smucker left off, down to the year

1886, the publisher aims to present a history of discov-

eries in the Ice Zones during the present century more
complete and interesting to the general reader than any
other that can be found in a single volume. Although
the Hterature of Arctic adventure would form a library in

itF 'If, yet there "is no other book which presents a con-

tinuous narrative of the various expeditions, from the

beginning of the nineteenth century to the present time
;

and the voluminous works which have been published by
the different explorers cover only detached periods and
single expeditions, besides being drawn out to undue
length by the personal experience or interests of the

writers. It is believed that this compendious naiTative

gives all needful details, and omits no important dis-

covery in the ice belts—while no individual adventuj'er

or commander is exalted at the expense of his forerun-

ners or compeers.
The disasters which overtook so many explorers, es-

pecially the parties of De Long and Greely, led to the

abandonment of the International Signal Stations estab-

lished in concert by most civilized nations, and no scientific

circumpolar expeditions have been recently sent out.

Except the projected journey of Col. Gilder announced
in the last pages of this volume, the only efforts wliich

have been made within the last two years, or which
appear to be in contemplation, to add to our knowledge
of the Arctic regions, ai-e the following :

Russia has observers stationed on the shores of the

Arctic Ocean in Siberia—in the Lena Delta, along the
Yana River, and in the New Siberian Islands where De
Long's party landed on their way to starvation, cold and
death.

Denmark is still at work surveying her Greenland
coasts ; while Civil Engineer Peary, of the United States*
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Navy, is preparing to penetrate the frozen wastes of

Greenland, liitherto untrodden, far inland, by any ex-

pl(ir<T except Nouuknhkiolu'o Lapps, wiio, in 18H3, forced

ol)('ir way about 2(JU miles inland in the latitude of Diatso,

where they found the ice 0,000 feet above the sea, and
still rising toward the east. It is thought that this ice

mantle covers the whole interior of Greenland to a thick-

ness of from 1,000 to 3,000 feet. Mr, Peary proposes to

enter Greenland at the great Omenak fiord, and to travel

east a little north of the route followed by Nordenskiold,
until he reaches the head of Franz Josef fiord, on tlie

east coast, where Petermann's Peak rises 11,000 feet

above the ice-beleagiu'ed sea. If he reaches this point,

he may be able to determine the ice conditions of the
island from the west to the east coasts. Lieutenant
Holm, the Danish traveller, found on the cast coast of

Greenland a hitherto unknown tribe of Eskimos. Dr.
Boas in 1883-'84, made several excursions alv:)ng the coast

and in the interior of Baffin Land, and he divides the
Eskimos of that region into seven stems, which show
considerable differences in dialect, religious customs, and
habits. His map is *lie fir.st that records the native

names of hundreds of localities, besides coiTecting many
errors in prc^vious charts.

There are extensive regions in the Arctic that civilized

men have never seen. Though the blight of pen^etual

winter reigns there undisturbed except bj' slight glimpses

of summer, yet it is a wonderful Archipelago of Islands,

Bays, Gulfs, Sounds, Inlets, Straits and Seas. There are

extensive tracts and coast lines which are almost a blank
on the map of North America. King William Land is but
111 tie known; Boothia, where the magnetic pole is sup-

posed to be located, is only a name on an unfamihar
chart ; and when the traveller has passed througli the

Gulf of Boothia past Bellot Strait into Regent Inlet and
Lancaster Sound, and beyond it into North Devon, North
Lincoln and Ellesmere Land, he will have entered an
unknown region which, stretcliing northwest and west-

ward to Arthur Land (discovered and named by Greely)

will reward his daring witli the meed of renown, if he
shall succeed in its exploitation. Though no important
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additions may be made to our gcograpbiciil or ctlinolopi-

cal knowledge—yet an accurate map of that extensive

coast and nest of islands, waters and ice-fields ; and a

description of the natives, animals, <^rasses, or whatever
other signs of life, ammate or hiauiinate, that exist there,

would be of manifest advantage to the world. The individ-

ual explorers who voluntarily leave the haunts of civiliz(>(l

men to penetrate the inhospitable wilds and outskirts of

the earth, will earn and receive greater honor than tliose

who go at the beck of authority or under the auspices of

any government. The renown of n\\ great travellers has
been achieved without the aid of National appropriations

to defray their expenses, guard their lives, and insure

their safe return—while the greatest disasters have at-

tended expeditions which have been fitted out with
elaborate preparations by great Naval Powers. Col Gildek,

it may be, will stand a better chance; of life if accompanied
only by the Eskimos of Hudson Bay, and living on the

game resource's of the country—and may thus reach a far-

ther North—than if he were attended by well-manned,
provisionc^d and armored ships. That a numerous party

not inured to the rigors of the climate, and requiring

laborious exertions io supply tliem with food, is not fitted

for Arctic explorations, lias been proved by the whole
history of adventures in that region. A f(^w years since

the natives made a successful overland journey of over

3,000 miles, with Lieut. ycHWAXKA and Col. Gildek, from
Hudson Bay to King WilHam Land, and back again

without the loss of a Hfe. Another attempt may be
crowned with still greater success, and enable this hardy
explorer to pierce the very center of the Pole, and to

write his name higher up on the scroll of fame than any
of the illustrious navigators who have boldly gone into

the Arctic night to die, or to sufifer there and return

Since the U. S. Signal Station at Point Barrow, Alaska,

was abandoned, by Act of Congress, the United States

Government has done comparatively nothing to explore

and develop our own Arctic territory of Alaska, so rich in

fisheries, furs, timbers and mines. But IJie New York
7V»ies—following the notabhi examjile of The Herald,

which sent Stanley to Africa in search of Livingston,
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%m\ pfave to the United States the unfortunate Jeannctte,

in which DKLoN(i vainly attempted to penetrat*' the

Arctic Ocean by way of BeringH Straits—has recently

dispatched (from Washington Territory), Likut. Fhkd-
KuicK ScHWATKA, and i*R0F. William Lihijky, Ju., of

Princeton CoUej^c, N. J., to explore for that journal the

St. Elias Alps of Alaska. AVhen tiioy arrive at Sitka tliey

will or^'aniz(! an expcsdition of white men and Indian
jiuidcs, interpreters and laborers, ami spend the rest of

the Summer in endeavors to explore the interior and
ascend Mount Elias. Attention will be directed to the

native tribes of Alaska, from whom it is anticipated much
information of interest to ethnologists may be derived.

The main object of the expedition, however, is geo-

graphical exploration in the St. Elias Alps, and the col-

lection of such scientific and commercial information

about the products and resources of Alaska as may be of

value to the ijublic.

W. L. A.
Nkw Youk, Jutic 29, 1886.



PREFACE.

The records of niaritimo adventure and disoovcry ooiv

Btitutc one of tlie most attractive pages in literature.

Nearly three thousand years before the birth of Christ,

the bold Tyrians and Phicnicians deserted the coniines of

their native continent to explore new realms, and to ob-

tain from the then unknown land of Spain, the mejuis of

augmented splendor, luxury, and wealth. From that re-

mote period, do*vn through succeeding ages until the

present, the most enterprising and dauntless of human

spirits have found their congenial field of labor and ac-

tivity in adventuring into luitrodden and unfamiliar re

gions in search of riches, celebrity, and conquest.

It was this spirit which has in the past given birth to

many great states and empires. It waa this spirit whicl:

planted Carthage on the northern shores of Africa, and

eventually rendered her the dangerous and not unworthy

rival of Rome. It was this spirit which built Marseilles,

Aries, Nismes, and many of the most important cities o^
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France, which oontoiu to this day imin'cssivc monamonti

of Roman origin and supremacy, l* wasthit' Hjtirit which

mado England pass successively uni'ior the rcHistless s^vay

of her Roman, Saxon, Danish, and Nonnan conquerors,

IJut more especially was iv this restless and insatiablo

genius of adventure which created the greatness of tlio

chief maritime cities of modern Italy, of Genoa and Ven-

ice, as well as that of the kingdom of Portugal and Spain.

To this same desire for discovery the world is indebted

for the glorious achievementn of Columbus, YcHpucms,

and De Soto ; and for the revelation of the magnificent

novelties and unparalleled beauties of these western con-

tinents, ladened with the most valuable treasures and

products of the earth, which they threw open to the

knowledge and the possession of mankind.

After the discovery of the American continents, and at-

tertho thorough exploration of the Southern and Pacific

oceans, it was generally supposed tliat the materials tor

further adventures of this description had all been ex-

hausted. The whole habitable globe seemed then to

have been made accessible and familiar to men, both as

apostles of science and as emissaries of commerce. It

was thought that the era of maritime discovery, the days

of Vasco de Gama, of Marco Polo, and of Sydney, had

ended forever. But this supposition was erroneous. One

additional field of this description yet remained. It was

indeed a gloomy and repulsive one. It was totally de-

void of the attractive and romantic splendors which in

other days had allured men to sail through tranquil

oceans to fragrant islamls, which bloomed like gardens on

the bosom of siniiMier seas; or to continents which were

covered with the richne
/• *trcini""' yesffi^--*"^"^* and luxu
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riatice, and wore Rtnrcd with spiceM, gold, and gems. But

it w.'W a tield witich ;leinaiidud greater iiuroum, greater

endurance, and was frauglit with greater perils, th&n any

other department of discovery. This region lay frj- up

toward the Northern Pole, It was the vast frozen laud

of everlasting snow-iields, of stupendous ioe-bergs, of

hyperborean storms, of the long, cheerless nights of the

Arctic Zone. To naviga^ and explore these dismal

realms, men of extreme darjng, of sublime 4'v)rtitude, of

unconquerable perseverance, wore abbolutoly necessary.

And such men posset aed one great elemeii j of distinguish,

ing greatness, of which the explorers of more genial and

inviting climes were destitute. Their investigations were

made entirely without the prospect of rich reward, and

chiefly for the promotion of the magnificent ends of

science. The discovery of a noi th-western passage was

indeed not fbrgotton ; but it must be conceded that other

less mercenary ani more philanthropic motives have

given rise to the Uugei* portion of the expeditious which

during the progress of the nineteenth century, have in-

vaded the cheerless solitudes of that dangerous and re-

pulsive portion of the globe.

The following pages contain a narvative of the chief

adventures and discoveries of Arctic explorers during

this century. No expedition of any importance has been

omitted ; and the work has been brought down in its de-

tails to the present time, so as to include a satisfactory

account of the labors, sufferings, and triumphs of that

prince of Arctic explorers and philanthropists. Dr. Kane

;

whose adventures, and whose able narrative of them, en-

title him to fadeless celebrity, both as a hero in the field,

and as a man of high genius and scholarship.
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Every reader who careftilly peruses the following pa>

ges miifit be convinced that the Arctic hemisphere has

now b*^ea thoroughly explored. Every accessibla spot

has been vieited and examined by some one or other

of the various expeditions which have been sent out ; and

that vast extent of countries and of seas which intervene

irom Smith's Sound and Wolstenholme Sound in the ex-

treme east, being the remotest northern limits of Green-

land, to tho westward as far as to Behring's Straits, which

divide America from Asia, has been examined. These

limits inclose an area of about four thousand miles, every

attainable portion of which has been subjected to the

scrutiny of recen*, Arctic explorers. It can scarcely be ex-

pected that any traces of the existence and fate of Sir John

Franklin still remain on the globe, which further persG-

verance and research could possibly reveal. Even if the

great chapter of Arctic diKcovery and adventure bhould

now be closed, it will constitute one of the most remark-

able and entertaining' departments of human heroism,

enterprise, and endurance, which biography or history

presents.

r
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THE PROGRESS

Of

ARCTIC DISCOVERY
IN THE

NINETEENTPl CENTURY.

If we examine a map of Northern, or Arctic, Amer-
ica, showing what was known of the countries around
tlie North Pole in the commencement of the present

century, we shall find that all within the Arctic circle

was a complete blank. Mr. Hearne had, indeed, seen

the Arctic Sea in the year 1771 ; and Mr. Mackenzie had
traced the river which now bears liis name to its junc-

tion with the sea ; but not a single line of the coast

from Icy Cape to Baffin's Bay was known. The east-

ern and western shores of Greenland, to about 75° lat-

itude, were tolerably well defined, fi-om the visits of

whaling vessels ; Hudson's Bay and Strait were par-

tially known; but Baffin's Bay, according to the state-

ment of Mr. Baffin, in 1616, was bounded by land on
the west, running parallel with the 90th inei-idian of

longitude, or across what is now known to us as Bar-

row's Strait, and probably this relation led to the sub-

sequently formed hasty opinion of Captain Sir John
Ross, as to his visionary Croker Mountains, of which
I shall have occasion to speak hereafter.

As early as the year 1527, the idea of a j»assage to

the East Indies bv tlu! North Pole was suggested by »

'^i...
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Bristol merchant to Henry YIU., but no voyage seems
to have been undertaken for the purpose of navigating

the Polar seas, till the commencement of the following

century, when an expedition was fitted out at the ex-

pense of certain mercliants of London. To this attempt
several others succeeded at different periods, and all

of them were projected and carried into execution by
private individuals. The adventurers did not indeed
accomplish the object they exclusively sought, that of

reaching India by a nearer route than doubling the

Capo of Good Hope, but though they failed in that

respect, the fortitude, perseverance, and skill which
they manifested, exhibited the most irrefragable proofs

of the early existence of that superiority m naval af-

fairs, which has elevated this country to her present

eminence among the nations of Europe.
At length, after the lapse of above c century and a

half, this interesting question became an object of

Royal patronage, and the expedition which was com-
manded by Captain Phippa (afterward Lord Mulgrave,)
in 1773, was fitted out at the charge of Government.
The firstproposer of this voyage was the Hon. Dainea
Barrington, P. E. S., who, with indefatigable assiduity,

began to collect every fact tending to establish the

practicability of circumnavigating the Pole, and as he
accumulated his materials, he read them to the Royal
Society, who, in consequence of these representations,

mad« that application to Lord Sandwich, then First

Lord of the Admiralty, which led to the appointment
of this first official voyage. Captain Phipps, however,
found it impossible to penetrate the wall of ice which
extended for many degrees between the latitude of 80°

and 81°, to the north of Spitzbergen. His vessels were
the Racehorse and Carcass ; Captain Lutwidge being
his second in command, in the latter vessel, and hav-

ing with him, then a mere boy, Nelson, the future

hero of England.
From the year 1648, when the famous Russian navi-

gator, Senor Deshnew, penetrated from th<* river

Iv'lvma throuirh the Polar into the Pacific Ocf an, the

1^
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Itassians have been aRanluoub in tlieii attemptb tc (lib

covei a northoaBt pasnage to tho north of Capo Slid-

atskoi, aH the English iiave l)eun to sail to the north

west of the American continent, throngh Huiiin's Jiuy

and Lancaster Sonnd. Ou the side «>f the Pacific,

many etforts, have, within the last century, been made
to further this object. In 17-il, the celebrated Captain
Behring discovered the straits which bear his name, as

we are informed by Muller, the chronicler t»f Russian
discoveries, and several subsequent commanders of

that nation seconded his endeavors to penetrate from
the American continent to the northeast. From thtt

period when Deshnew sailed on his expedition, to the

year 1764, when Admiral Tchitschagof, an indefatiga-

ble and active oiiicer, endeavored to force a i)assage

round Spitzbergen,(wliich, although he attempted witii

a resolution and skill which would fall to the lot of

few, he was unable to effect,) and thence to the present

times, including the arduous efforts of Cai)tain Billings

and Vancouver, and the more recent one of M. Von
Wrangell, the Russians have been untiring in thei7' at-

tenapts to discover a passage eastward, to the north

of Cfape Taimur and Cape Shelatskoi. And certainly,

if skill, perseverance, and courage, could have opened
this passage, it would have been accomplished.
Soon after the general peace of Europe, when war's

alarms had given way to the high pursuits of science,

the government recommenced the long-suspended
work ofprosecuting discoveries within the Arctic circle.

An expedition was dispatched under the command
of Sir John Ross, in order to explore the scene of the

former labors of Frobisher and Baffin. Still haunted
with the golden dreams of a northwest passage, which
Barrington and Beaufoy had in the last age so enthu
siastically advocated, our nautical adventurers by no
means relinquished the long-cherished chimera.

It must be admitted, however, that the testimony of

Parry and Franklin pass for much on the other side

of the quest'on. Both these officers, whose researches

in the cause of scientific discovery entitle then f o very
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lii^h leHpect, have declared it us their opinion that

Hiicli a jtaHHuge does not exist to the north of the 75th

degree of latitude.

Captain Parry, in the concluding remarks of his first

voyage, (vol. ii. p. 241,) says—" Of the existence of ti

northwest passage to the Pacific, it is now scarcely

j)088ible to doubt, and from the success which attended
our efforts in 1819, after passing through Sir James
Lancaster's Sound, we were not unreasonable in aiiti

cipating its complete accomplishment," &c. And
Franklin, in the eleventh chapter of his work, is of the

same opinion, as to the practicability of such a passage
But in no subsequent attempt, either by themselves

or others, has this long sought desideratum been ac-

complished ; impediments and barriers seem as thickly

thrown in its way as ever.*
An expedition was at length undertaken for the sole

purpose of reaching the North Pole, with a view to

the ascertainment of philosophical questions. It was
planned and placed under the command of Sir Edward
Parry, and here first the elucidation of phenomena
connected with this imaginary axis of our planet
formed the primary object of investigation.

My space and purpose in this work will not permit
me to go into detail by examining what Barrow justly

terms " those brilliant periods of early English enter-

prise, so conspicuously displayed in every quarter of

the globe, but in none, probably, to greater advantage
than in those bold and persevering efforts to pierce

through frozen seas, in their little slender barks, of the

most miserable description, ill provided with the means
either of comfort or safety, without charts or instru-

ments, or any previous knowledge of the cold and in-

hospitable region through which they had to force and
to feel their way ; their vessels oft beset amidst end-

less fields of ice, and threatened to be overwhelmed
with instant destruction from the rapid whirling and
bursting of those huge floating masses, known by the

" Oolonial Magadn*. voL ziii, p. 840
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name of icebergs. Yet so powerfiillv intueod into the

minds of Britons was the B}>irit ot enterprise, thai

•ome of the ablest, the most learned, and most renpect-

ftble men of the times, not only lent their countenance
and support to expeditions fitted out for the discovery

of new lands, but strove eagerly, in their own persons,

to share in the glory and the danger of every daring
adventure."
To the late Sir John Barrow, F. R. S.. for so long a

period secretary of the Admiralty, and who, in early

life, himself visited the Spitzbergen seas, as high sis

the 80th parallel, we are mainly indebted for the ad-

vocacy and promotion of the several expeditions, and
the investigations and inquiries set on foot in the pres-

ent century, and to the voyages which have been hith-

erto so successfully carried out as regards the interests

of 8«nence and our knowledge of the Polar regions.

Although it is absurd to impute the direct responsi-

bility for these expeditions to any other quarter than

the several administrations during which they were
undertaken, there can be no question but that these

enterprises originated in Sir John Barrow's able and
zealous exhibition, to our naval authorities, of the

several facts and arguments upon which they might
best be justified and prosecuted as national objects.

The general anxiety now prevailing respecting the fate

of Sir John Franklin and his gallant companions,
throws at this moment somewhat of a gloom on the

subject, but it ought to be remembered that, up to the

present period, our successive Polar voyages have,

without exception, given occupation to the energies

and gallantry of energetic seamen, and have extended
the realms of magnetic and general science, at an ex-

pense of lives and money quite insignificant, compared
with the ordinary dangers and casualties of such ex])e-

ditions, and ibat it must be a very narrow spirit and
view of the subject which can raise the cry of ''''Cui

bono,'*^ and counsel us to relinquish the honor and peril

of such enterprises.



, /f

30 PROGRESS OF AKOTIO DISCOVKRY.

:

(Hi >.

n

It can scarcely be deemed ont of place to ^We here

a short notice of the literary labors of this excellent

and talented man, as I am not aware that such an out-

line has appeared before.

Sir John l3arrow was one of the chief writers for the

Quarterly Review, and his articles in that journal

amount to nearly 200 in number, forming, v/hen bound
iij), twelve separate volumes. All those relating tt)

the Arctic Expeditions, &c., which created the great-

est interest at the period they were published, were
from his pen, and consist chiefly of the following pa-

pers, commencing from the 18th volume;— -On Polar

tee ; On Behring's Straits and the Polar Basin ; On
Ross's Yoyage to Baffin's Bay ; On Parry's First Yoy-
age ; Kotzebue's Yoyage ; Franklin's First Expedition

;

Parry's Second and Third Yoyages, and Attempt to

Reach the Pole ; Franklin's Second Expedition ; Lyon's
Yoyage to Repulse Bay ; Back's Arctic Land Expe-
dition, and his Yoyage of the Terror. Besides these

he published " A Chronological History of Yoyages
to the Arctic ,'5ea8," and afterward a second volume,
"On the Yoyages of Discovery and Research within
the Arctic Regions."
He also wrote lives of Lord Macartney, 2 vols. 4to

;

of Lord Anson and Howe, each 1 vol. 8vo; of Peter
the Great; and an Account of the Mutiny of the

Bounty, (in the " Family Library ;

") " Travels in

Southern Africa," 2 vols, ito; and "Travels in

Clii.^a aud Cochin China," each 1 vol. 4to.
;

Li the ''Encyclopedia Britannica" are ten or

twelve of his articles, and he wrote one in the Edin-
burgh Review by special request.

In addition to these Sir John Barrow prepared for

the presG innumerable MSS. of travelers in all parts

of the globe, the study of geography being his g eat

delight, as is evidenced by his having founded the
Royal Geographical Society of London, which now
holds so high and influential a position in the learned
Hud scientific world, and has advanced so materially

the progress of discovery and research in all parts of

fi
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the globe Lastly, Sir John Barrow, not long hefoiO

his death, published his own autobiography, in which

he records the labors, the toil, and adventure, of a ioi»g

and honorable public life.

Sir John Barrow has described, with voluminous cai 6

and minute research, the arduous services of all thc-

chief Arctic voyagers by sea and land, and to his roi

ume I must refer those who wish to obtain more exten

sive details and particulars of the voyages of precedin<i

centuries. He has also graphically set forth, to use his

own words, " their several characa^rs and conduct, so

uniformly displayed in their unflinching perseverance

in difficulties of no ordinary description, their patient

endurance of extreme suffering, borne without mur-
muring, and with an equanimity and fortitude of mind
under the most appalling distress, rarely, if ever,

equaled, and such as could only be supported by a

superior degree of moral courage and resignation to

the Divine will— displaying virtues like those of no
ordinary caste, and such as will not fail to excite the

sympathy, and challenge the admiration of every right-

feeling reader."

Hakluyt, in his " Chronicle of Yoyages," justly ob-

serves, that we should use much care in preserving the

memories of the worthy acts of our nation.

The different sea voyages and land journeys of the

present century toward the North Pole have redounded
to the honor of our country, as well as reflected credit

on the characters and reputation of the office; l, engaged .

in them ; and it is to these I confine my observations.

The progress of discovery in the Arctic regions has

been slow but progressive, and much still within the

limits of practical navigation remains yet unex])lorc'<l.

The English nation very naturally wish that discov-

eries which were first attempted by the adventurous
spirit and maritime skill of their countrymen, should

be finally achieved by tlie same means.
"Wi' it not," says the worthy 'preacher,' Hakluyl,

"in all posieritie be as great a renown vnto our En-
glish uatione, to have beene the first discouerers of a
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sea l)Ojond the North dape, (neuer certainely knowea
before,) and of a conuenient passage into the huge em-
pire 0^ Russia by the Baie of St. Nicholas and of the

Kiuer of Duina, as for the Portugales, to have found
a sea beyond the Cape of Buoua Esperanza, and so

consequently a passage by aea into the East Indies ?

"

I cordially agree with the Quarterly Review, that
' neither the country nor the naval service will ever
believe they have any cause to regret voyages which,
in the eyes of foreigners and posterity, must confer

lasting honor upon both."

The coet of these voyages has not been great, while
the consequences will be permanent ; for it tias been
well remarked, by a lat.e writer, that " the record of

enterprising hardihood, physical endurance, and steady
perseverance, displayed in overcoming elements the

most adverse, will long remain among the worthiest

memorials of human enterprise."
" How shall I admire, " says Purchas, " your heroic

courage, ye marine worthies, beyond all names of

worthiness ! that neyther dread so long eyther the

presence or absence of the sunne ; nor those foggy
mysts, tempestuous winds, cold blasts, snowe and
hayle in the ayre ; nor the unequall seas, which might
amaze the hearer, and amate the beholder, when the

Tritons and Neptune's selfe would quake with chilling

feare to behold such monstrous icie ilands, renting

themselves with terror of their own massines, an*l dis-

dayning otherwise both the sea's sovereigntie and the

sunne's hottest violence, mustering themselves in those

watery plaines where they hold a continual civill

warre, and rushing one upon another, make windee
aud waves give backe ; seeming to rent the eares of

others, while they rent themselves with crashing and
splitting their congealed armors."

So thickly are the Polar sea8 of the northern hemi-
gphere clustered with lands, that the long winter months
serv^e to accumulate filed ice to a prodigious extent, so

as to form an almost "mpenetrable barrier of hypei

boreaii frost

—
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* A cJ78tal pavement by the breath of Heaveit j
f .,

Cemeut«a firm."

Although there are novir no new continente left to

discover, our intrepid British adventurers are but too

eager to achieve the bubble reputation, to hand down
their names to future ages for patient endurance, zeal,

and enterprise, by explorations of the hidden mys-
teries of

—

" the frigid soae,

Where, for relentless months, continual ni^ht

Holds o'er the glittering waste her starry light ;
"

by undergoing perils, and enduring privations and
dangers which the mind, in its reflective moments,
shudders to contemplate.

It is fair to conjecture that, so intense is the cold,

and so limited the summer, and consequently so short

the time allowed for a transit within the Arctic circle,

from Baffin's Bay to Behring's Straits, that a passage,

even if discovered, will never be of any use as a chan-

nel. It is rot likely that these expeditions would ever

have been persevered in with so much obstinacy, had
tlie prospects now opening on the world of more prac-

ticable connections with the East been known forty

years ago. Hereafter, when the sacred demands of

humanity have been answered, very little more will

be heard about the northwest passage to Asia ; which,
if ever found, must be always hazardous and pro-

tracted, \7hen a short and quidv one can be accom-
plished by railroads through America, or canals across

the Isthmus.

A thorough knowledge of the relative boundaries of

land and ocean on this our globe has, in all ages and
bv all countries, been considered ono of the most im-

portaiit desiderata, and one of the chief features of

po]>ular information.

But to no country is this knowledge of such ))rac-

tical utility and of such essential importance, as to a
maritime nation like Great Britain, whose mercantile
marine visits every port, whoso insular position ren-

ders her completely dependen upon distant quarters

3
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for half the necessary supplies, whether of food or Inx

ury, which her native population consume, or which
the arts and manufactures, of which she is th/^ empori
um, require.

With A vast and yearly increasing dominion, cover

ing almost every region of the habitable globe,—the

cliart of hor colonies being a chart of the world in out-

line, sweeping the globe ind touching every shore,—it

becomes necessary that she should keep pace with tlic

l^rogress of colonization, by enlarging, wherever pos-

sible, her maritime discoveries, completing and veri-

fying our nautical surveys, improving her meteorologi-

cal researches, opening up new and speedier periodical

pathways over the oceane which were formerly trav-

ex'sed with so much danger, doubt, and difficulty, ano
maintaining her superiority as the greatest of maritime
nations, by sustaining that high and distinguished rank
lor naval eminence which has ever attached to the

British name.
The arduous achievements, however, of her nautical

discoveries have seldom been appreciated or rewarded
as they deserved. She loads ner naval and military

heroes— the men who guard her wooden walls and
successfully fight her battles— with titles and pen-

sions i she heaps upon these, and deservedly so, prince-

ly remuneration and all manner of distinctions; but

for the herocB whose patient toil and protracted eudu
ranee far surpass the turmoil of war, who peril theii

lives in the cause of science, many of whom fall vie

tims to pestilential climes, famine, and the host of dan

gers which environ the voyager and traveler in unex

[>lored lands and unknown seas, she has only a place ii

the niche of fame.

What honors did England, as a maritime nation, con-

fer on Cook, the foremost of her navai heroes,—a man
whose life was sacrificed for his country? His widow
had an annuity of 200^., and his surviving children

25^. each per annum. And this is the reward paid tc

the most eminent of her naval discoverers, before

whom Cabot, Drake, Frobisiier, Magellan, Anson, and

^
# >*
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on, cover

the arc^'ic adventurers, Hudson and Baffin,— alttiougb

all eraii t for their discoveries and the important

services they rendered to the cause of nautical sci-

ence,— sink into insignificance ! If we glance at the

results of Cook's voyages we find that to him we are

indebted for the innumerable discoveries of islands and
fjolonies planted in the Pacific ; that he determined
die conformation, and surveyed the numerous bays
and inlets, of New Holland ; established the geogra-

phical position of the northwestern shores of America

;

ascertained the trending of the ice and frozen shores to

the north of Behring's Straits ; approached nearer ^he

South Pole, and made more discoveries in the Austra-

lian regions, than .-^ll the navigators who had preceded
him. Oft the very shores of their vast empire, at the

extremity of Kamtschatka, his active genius first

taught the Russians to examine the devious trendings

of the Tands which border the Frozen Ocean, in the

neighborhood of the Arctic circle. He explored both
the eastern and western coasts above Behring's Straits

to so high a latitude as to decide, beyond doubt, the

question as to the existence of a passage round the two
continents. He showed the Russians how to navigate
the dangerous seas between the old and the new
world ; for, as Coxe has remarked, " before his time,

every thing was uncertain and confused, and though
they had undoubtedly reached the continent of Amer-
ica, yet they had not ascertained the line of coast, nor
the separation or vicinity of the two continents of Asia
and America." Coxe, certainly, does no more than
justice to his illustrious countryman when he adds,
" the solution of this important problem was reserved
for our great navigator, and every Englishman must
exult that the discoveries of Cook were extended fur

ther in a single expedition, and at the distance of half

the globe, than the Russians accomplished in a long
series of years, and in a region contiguous to their own
einpire."

Look at Weddell, again, a private trader in seal-

skins, who, in a fi'ail bark of 1 60 tons, made important
B
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tlieee difliculties, and boldly gono forth to encounter

the perils and dangers of these icy seas for the sake of

their noble fellow-sailor, whose fate has been so long a

painful mystery to the world.

It has been truly observed, that '^ this is a service

for which all officers, however brave and intelligont

thoy may be, are not equally qualified ; it requires u

peculiar tact, an inquisitive and persevering pursuit

after details of fact, not always interesting, a contempt
of danger, and an enthusiasm not to be damped by
ordinary difficulties."

The records which I shall have to gi^e in these pagea
of voyages and travels, uni)aralleled in their perils,

their duration, and the protracted suiferings wliich

many of them entailed on the adventurers, will bring

out in bold relief the prominent characters who have
figured in Arctic Discovery, and whose names will

descend to posterity, emblazoned on the scroll of fame,
for their bravery, their patient endurance, their skill,

a!id, above all, their firm trust and reliance on that

Almighty Being who, although lie may have tried

them sorely, has never utterly forsaken them.

Capt. John Ross's Voyage, 1818.

In 1818, His Royal Highness the Prince Regent
having signified his pleasure that an attempt should
be made to find a passage by sea between the Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans, the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty were pleased to fit out four vessels to pro-
ceed toward the North Pole, under the command of
Captain John Ross. No former expedition had been
fitted out on so extensive a scale, or so completely
equipped in every respect as this one. The circum-
stance which mainly led to the sending out of these
vessels, wr3 the open character of the bays and seas
in those regions, it having been observed for the pre-
vious three years that very unusual quantities of the
polar ice had floated down into the Atlantic. In the
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45 £.«tty officers, seamen, and marines.

Whole complement, 67.

Alexander.

Lienteoant and Commander— William Edward
Pftr/y^ (now Captain Sir Edward.)

Lieutenant— II. H. Iloopner, (a first rate artist.)

Purser— W. H. Hooper.
Greenland Pilots— J. Allison, master; J. Phili]»a

mate.
Admiralty Midshipmen— P. Bisson and J. Nius.

Assistant Surgeon— A. Fisher.

Clerk— J. Halse.

28 petty officers, seamen, &c.
Whole complement, 37.

On the 2d of May, the four vessels being reported

fii for sea, rendezvoused in Brassa Sound, Shetland,

and the two expeditions parted company on the follow-

ing day for their respective destinations.

On the 26th, the Isabella fell in with the first ice-

berg, which appeared to be about forty feet high and
a thousand feet long. It is hardly possible to imagine
any thing more exquisite than the variety c-f tints which
these icebergs display ; by night as well as by day they
glitter with a vividness of color beyond the power of
art to represent. While the white portions have the

brilliancy of silver, their colors are as various and
splendid as those of the rainbow ; their ever-changing
disposition producing effects as singular as they are

new and interesting to those who have not seen them
before.

On the 17th of June, they reached Waygatt Sound
beyond Disco Island, where they found forty-five

whalers detained by t\\3 ice. Waygatt Island, from
observations taken on shore, was found to be 5° longi-

tude and 30 miles of latitude from the situation as laid

down in the Admiralty Charts.

They were not able to get away from here till the

20th, when the ice began to break, liy cutting |)!issai:<'>^
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through the ice, and by dint of towing and warping,

a slow progress was made with the sliips until the

17th of July, when two ice-floes closing in upon them,
threatened inevitable destruction, and it was only by
the greatest exertions that they hove througli into open
water. The labors of warping, towing, and tracking

were subset [uently very severe. This tracking, al-

though hard work, afforded great amusement to the

men, giving frequent occasion for the exercise of their

wit, when some of the men occasionally fell in through
holes covered with snow or weak parts of the ice.

Ver high mountains of land and ice were seen to

the no 'th side of the bay, which he named Melville's

Bay, forming an impassable barrier, the precipices

next the sea bein^ from 1000 to 2000 feet hi^h.

On the 29th of .i'me, the Esquimaux, John Sacheuse,

who had accompanied the expedition from England as

interpreter, was sent on shore to communicate with

the natives. About a dozen came oii to visit the ship,

and, after being treated with coffee and biscuit in the

cabin, and having their portraits taken, they set to

dancing Scotch reels on the deck of the Isabella with

the sailors.

Captain Ross gives a pleasant description of this

scene —" Sacheuse's mirth and joy exceeded all

bound? 1 and with a good-humored officiousness, justi-

fied by the important distinction which his superior

knowledge now gave hi. i, he performed the office of

master of the ceremonies. An Esquimaux M. 0. to a

ball on the deck of one of H. M. ships in the icy seas

of Greenland, was an office somewhat new, but Nash
himself could not have performed his functions in a
manner more api>ropriate. It did not belong even to

Nash to combine in his ow^n person, like Jack, the dis-

cordant qualifications of seaman, interp. ter, draughts-

man, and master of ceremonies to a ball, with those

of an active fisher of seals and a hunter of white bears.

A daughter of the Danish resident (by in Es.juimaux
wonmn,) about eighteen years of age, and by far tho

best looking of the half-caste group, was the object of

^
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Jack's particular attentions; whicli lK*in<i; observed by

one of our otiicerri, be gave liini a hulyV hIuiwI, orna-

mented witli spangles, as an offeiing for ber acceptance.

He presented it in a moat respectful, and not ungrace-

ful manner to tbe damsel, wbo basbfuUy took a pew-

ter ring from ber finger and gave it to bim in return,

rewarding bim, at tbe same time, with an eloquent

smile, wliicb coubi leave no doubt on our Ksqulmaux'a
mind tbat lie bad made an impression on ber beart."*

On tbe 5th of August tbe little auks (Mergulfus alle,)

were exceedingly abundant, and many were shot for

food, as was also a large gull, two feet live inches in

length, which, when killed, disgorged one of these

little birds entire.

A fortnight later, on two boats being sent from the

Isabella to procure as many of these birds as possible,

for the purpose of preserving them in ice, they re-

turned at midnight with a boat-load of about 1500,
having on an average, killed fifteen at each shot. Tbe
boats of the Alexander were nearly as successful.

These birds were afterward served daily to each man,
and, among other ways of dressing them, they were
found to make excellent soup— not inferior to hare
soup. Not less than two hundred auks were shot on
tbe 6tb of August, and served out to the ships' compa-
nies, among whose victuals they proved an agreeable
variety, not having tbe fishy flavor that might be ex-

pected from their food, which consists of cristacea,

small fishes, mollusca, or marine vegetables.

On the 7th of August the ships were placed in b

most critical situation by a gale of wind. The Tsabella

was lifted by tbe pressure of ice floes on each side of

her, and it was doubted whether the vessel could lonjr

withstand the grips and concussions she sustained;
" every support threatened to give way, the beams i»:

the hold began to bend, and the iron water-tanks
settled together. The two vessels were thrown witt
violent concussion against each other, the ice-ancbore

*2*
• Vol I, p 67, 6a
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and cables l»roke one after the <»ther, a boat at tho
Htern was smashed in the colliwion, and the masts
weie liourly expected to go by the board; but at this

juncture, when certain destruction was momentarily
looked for, by the merciful interposition of Providence
the fields of ice suddenly opened and formed a clear
passage for the ships."

A singular physical feature was noticed on the pait

of the coast near Cape Dudley Digges :
— "We have

discovered, (says Hoss,) that the snow on the face of

the cliffs presents an appearance both novel and inter

esting, being apparently stained or covered by some
substance which gave it a deep crimson color. This
snow was penetvated in many places to a depth of ten

or twelve feet by the coloring matter." There is noth-

ing new, however, according to Barrow, in the discov-

ery of red snow. Pliny, and other writers of his time
mention it. Saussure found it in various parts of the

Alps ; Martin found it in Spitzbergen, and no doubt
it is to be met with in most alpine regions.

In tlie course of this tedious, and often laborious

])rogrePS througli the ice, it became necessary to keei>

the whole of the crew at the most fatiguing work, some-
times for several days and nights witliout intermission.

When this was the case, an extra meal was served to

them at midnight, generally of preserved meat; and
it was found that this nourishment, when the mind
and bod; were both occupied, and the sun continually

present, rendered them capable of remaining without

sleep, 8« that they often passed three days in this man-
ner without any visible inconvenience, returning after

a meal to their labor on the ice or in the boats quite

refreshed, and continuing at it without a murmur.
After making hasty and very cursory examinations

of Smith's and Jones' Sounds, Ross arrived, on the

30th of August, off the extensive inlet, named by Baf-

fin, Lancaster Sound. The entrance was perfectly

clear, and the soundings ranged from 650 to 1000 fath

oms. I shall now quote Ross's own observations or.

this subject, because from his unfortunate report of ;<
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rauge called the Croker inouutuiiiH, stretcliiiig across

this Strait, has resulted much of thu ridicule and dis-

credit which has attached U> iiis accouutn, and clouded

his early reputation— "On the .'Jlst (he nays) we dis-

covered, for the lirHt time, that the land extended from

tlie Kouth two-thirds across tliis apparent Strait ; hut

the t'og which continually occupied that (jiuirter, ol)-

scured its real figure. During the day much interest

was excited on hoard by tlie aj)[>earance of this Strait.

The general opinion, however, was, that it was only an

inlet. The land was partially seen extending across
;

the yellow sky was perceptible. At a little before four

o'clock A. M., the land was seen at the bottom of the

inlet by the otHcers of the watch, but before I got on

deck a space of about seven degrees of the compass
was obscured by the fog. The land which I then saw
was a high ridge of mountains extending directly across

the bottom of tl:e inlet. This chain apj>eared extremely
high in the center. Although a passage in this direc-

tion appeared hopeless, I v/as deterniined to explore it

completely. I therefore continued all sail. Mr. Bev-

erly, the surgeon, who was the most sanguine, went up
to the crow's nest, and at twelve reported to me that

before it became thick he had seen the land across the

bay, except for a very short space.

"A t three. I went on deck ; it completely cleared fot

ten minutes, when I distinctly saw the land round the

bottom of the bay, forming a chain of mountains con-

nected with those which extended along the north an<l

south side. This land appeared to be at the distance

of eight leagues, and Mr. Lewis, the master, and James
Haig, leading ma*"/ ?ing sent for, they to^k its bear-

ings, which were inserted in the log. At this moment
I also saw a continuity of ice at the distance of seven

ir.ilei*, extending from one side of the bay to the other,

'oetwt^en the nearest cape to the north, which I named
rtftci- Sir George Warrender, and that to the south,

which was named after Viscount Castlereagh. The
mountains, which occup'^d the center, in a north and

3 B*
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south direction, M'ero named Croker's Mountains, after

tlie Secreta/y to the Admiralty."* ' "*:' "

They next proceeded to Possession Bay, at the en-

li-ance of the Strait, wliere a great many animals were
observed. Deer, fox, ermine, bears, and hares, were
(.ither seen, or proved to be in abundance by their

ti'ucks, and the slveleton of a whale was found stranded

;;l)out 500 yards beyond high-watermark. Finding, as

lioss supposed, no outlet through Lancaster Strait, the

vessels continued their progress to the southward, ex-

ploring the western coast of Baffin's Bay to Pond's
Bay, and Booth's Inlet, discovering the trending of the

land, which he named N^orth Galloway, and North
Ayr to Cape Adair, and Scott's Bay.
On September the 10th, they landed on an island

near Cape Eglington, which was named Agnes' Monu-
ment. A flag-staff and a bottle, with an account of

tlieir proceedmgs was set up. The remains of a tem-

porary habitation of some of the Esquimaux were here

ol)served, with a lire-place, part of a human skull, a

broken stone vessel, some bones of a seal, burnt wood,
part of a sledge, and tracks of dogs, &c.
While the boat w^as absent, two large bears swam off

to the ships, which were at the distance of six miles

ti-om the land. They reached the Alexander, and wei-e

immediately attacked by the boats of that ship, and
killed. One, which was shot through the head, unfor-

runately sank ; the other, on being wounded, attacked

tlie boats, and showed considerable play, but was at

length secured and towed to the Isabella by the boats

of both ships. The animal weighed 113U lbs., besides

the blood it had lost, which was estimated at 30 lbs

m(>ro.

On the following day, Lieut. Parry was sent on shore

to exanune an iceberg, which was found to be 41^»n

yards long, 3860 yards broad, and 51 feet high, bein;L:

aground in 01 fathoms. When they had ascended fo

the top, which was perfectly flat, they found a huge

', • Vol I, p. 241-40. Bv). 0(1.
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vvliite bear in quiet possession of the mass, who, much
to their mortification and astonishment, pluneed wIJi-

out hesitation into tlic sea iTom the edge of toe preci-

pice, which was lifty +3et hi^h. '
" • r '

"

'

From careful observation it was found that there was
110 such land in the center of Davis' Strait as James'
Island, which was laid down in most of tho charts.

Nothing deserving of notice occurred in the subsemient
course of the vessels past Cape Walsingham to Cum-
I)erland Strait

• ,-
.

?
.

The ]st ot October having arrived, the limit to whicli

his ^'listructions permitted him to remain out, Ross
^;haped his course homeward, and after encountering a

severe gale off Cape Farewell, arrived in Grimsby
lloads on the 14th of November. As respects the pur-

pose of Arctic discovery, this voyage may be considered

almost a blank, none of the important inlets and sounds

of Baffin's Bay having been explored, and all that vvas

done was to define more clearly the land bounds of

Davis' Strait and Baffin's Bay, if we except the valu-

able magnetic and other observations made by Captain
Sabine. The commander of the expedition was pro-

moted to the rank of captain on paying off the ships in

December, 1818.

The account of his voyage, published by Capt. Boss,

is of the mo&t meager and uninteresting description,

and more than half filled v/ith dry details of the outfit,

copies of his instructions, of his routine letters and
orders to his officers, &c. ,

••

"BucFAN ANT) Franklin.

DorotTi^.a and Trent to Pole^ 1818.

In conjunction with the expedition of Captain Johr.

Ross, was that sent out to the coast of Spitzbergcn, ana
of which Captain Beechy has publishea a most inter-

estinjii account, embellished with some very elegant

illustrations from his pencil. The chai'ge of it was
i;iven to Captain D. Buchan, who had, a few years pre-

vious'/, conducted a very intf^-osting expedition into
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the interior of Newfoundland. The first and must ini

Dortant object of this expedition was tlie discovery of

a passage over or as near the Pole, as ini^ht be possible,

and through Behring's Straits into the racilic. But, it

was also hoped that it might at the same time be the

means of improving the geography and hydrography
of the Arctic regions, of which so little was at that time
known, and contribute to the advancement of sciewce

and natural knowledge. Th3 objects to which attei.tion

was specially pointed in the Admiralty instructions,

were the variation and inclination of the magnetic nee-

dle, the intensity of the magnetic force, and how far it

is affected bv atmospherical electricity ; the tempera-
ture of the air, the dip of the horizon, refraction, height

of the tides, set and velocity of tl-e i -^nts, depths
and soundings of the sea. Coilections ui specimens to

illustrate the animal, mineral and vegetable kingdoms,
were also directed to be made.
The officers and crew appointed to these vessels were :

Dorothea^ 38?. tons.

Captain— David Buchan.
Lieutenant— A. Morell.

Surgeon— John Duke.
Assistant Surgeon—W 'or. Borland.

Purser— John Jeraiain.

Astronomer— George Fisher.

Admiralty Mates— C. Palmer and W. J. I > j:v.

Greenland Pilots— P. Bruce, master ; G. ( * und,
mate.

45 petty officers, seamen, &c.

Total complement, 56.

2\ent, 249 tons.

Lieutenant and Commander— John Franklin.

Lieutenant— Fred. W. Beechy, (artist.)

Purser— W. Barrett.

A.8sistant Surgeon— A. Giliillan.

Admiralty Mates— A. Reid and George Buck.
Greenland Pilots— G. Fife, master ; G. Kirby, nw re

20 petty officers and sciuneii.

Total compleiiitjiit US.

I

-4
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Having been properly fitted for the service, and ta-

ken on board two years' provieio^-is, the bhips sailed on

tiie 25tli of April. The Trent had hardly sot clear of

tlie river before she sprang a leak, and was detained iu

tie port of Lerwick nearly a fortnight undergoing

, pairs.

On the 18th of May, the ships encountered a severe

^ide, and under ev«9n storm stay-sails were buried eun-

wale deep in the v/aves. On the 24th they sighted

Cherie . 3land, situated in lat. 74*=" 33' N., and long. 17°

10' E., formerly so noted for its fishery, being much
frequented by walrusses, and for many years the Mus-
tovy Company carried on a lucrative trade by sending
chips to the island for oil, as many as a thousand ani-

mals being often captured by the crew of a single ship

in the course of six or sever hours.

The progress of the discovery ships through the small

floes and nuge masses of ice which floated in succes-

sion past, was slow, and these, from their novelty, were
regarded with peculiar attention from the grotesque
ehapes they assume. The progress of a vessel through
such a labyrinth of frozen masses is one of the most in-

teresting sights that offer in the Arctic seas, and kept
tlie officers and crew out of their beds till a late hour
watching the scene. Capt. Beechey, the graphic nar-

rator of the voyage, thus describes the general impres-
sion created :

—"There was besides, on this occasion,

an additional motive for remaining up; very few of

us had ever seen the sun at midnight, and this night
happening to be particularly clear, his broad red disc,

curiously distorted by refraction, and sweeping ma}es-
tically along the northern horizon, was an ODJect of im-
posing grandeur, which riveted to the deck some of oui

crew, who would perhaps have beheld with indiflference

the less imposing effect of the icebergs; or it might have
l)een a combination of both these phenomena ; for it

cannot be denied that the novelty, occasioned by the
floating masses, was materially heightened by the sin-

2:ular effect produced by the very low altitude at which
the sun cast lis fiery beams over the icy surface of the



t {
"•i

48 PKOOKh-ss OK AKCTIO DISCOVERY.

sea

M

.

f^'

I

!!i1

I /
"If

* '

i

The rays were too oblique to illuminate uiorc tbac

the inequalities of the floes, and falling thus partially

on the grotesque shapes, either really assumed by the

ice or distorted by the unequal retraction of the atmos-

phere, so betrayed the imagination that it required no
great exertion of fancy to trace in various directions ar-

chitectural edifices, grottos and caves here and there

j^littering as if with precious metals. So generally, in-

deed, was the deception admitted, that, in directing

the route of the vessel from aloft, we for awhile deviated

from our nautical phraseology, and shaped our course

for a church, a tower, a bridge, or some similar structure^

instead of for lumps of ice, which were usually desig-

nated by less elegant appellations."

The increasing difficulties of this ice navigation soon,

however, directed their attention from romance to the

reality of their position, the perils of which soon be-

came alarmingly apparent.
" The streams of ice, between which we at first pur-

sued our serpentine course with comparative ease, grad-

ually became more narrow, and at length so impeded
the navigation, that it became necessary to run 'lie ships

against some of these imaginary edifices, in order to turn

them aside. Even this did not always succeed, as some
were so substantial and immoveable, that the vessels

glanced ofl:' to the opposite bank of the channel, and
then became for a time embedded in the ice. Thus cir-

cumstanced, a vessel has no other resource than that of

patiently awaiting the change of position in the ice, of

whicli she must take every advantage, or she will setth

bodily to leeward, and become completely entangled.'

On the 26th the ships sighted the southern promon-
tory of Spitzbergen, and on the 28th, while plying to

windward/ on the western side, were overtaken by a

violent gale at southwest, in which they parted com-
pany. The weather was very severe. "The snow fell

in heavy showers, and several tons weight of ice accu-

mulatea about the sides of the brig, (the Trent,) and form
ed a complete casing to the planks, which received au

additional layer at each plunge of the vessel. So great
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indeed, was the accur:.«'icition about the bows, tiiat we
were obliged to cut it away repeatedly with axes to re-

lieve the bow-sprit from the enormous weight that was
attached to it ; and the ropes were so thickly covered

with ice, that it was necessary to beat them witli large

sticks to keep them in a state of readiness for any e\o-

lution that might be rendered necessary, either by the

aj)pearance of ice to leeward, or by a change of wind."

On the gale abating. Lieutenant Franklin found him-

self surrounded by the main body of ice in lai. 80° N.,

and had much difficulty in extricating the vessel.

—

Had this formidable body been encountered in thick

weather, while scudding before a gale of wind, there

would have been very little chance of saving either the

vessels or the crews. The Trent fortunately fell in with

her consort, the Dorothea, previous to entering the ap-

pointed rendezvous at Magdalena Bay, on the 3d of

June. This commodious inlet being the first port they

had anchored at in the polar regions, possessed many
objects to engage Attention. What particularly struck

them was the brilliancy of the atmosphere, the peace-

ful novelty of the scene, and the grandeur of the vari-

ous objects with which nature has stored these unfre-

quented regions. The anchorage is formed by rugged
mountains, which rise precipitously to the height of

about 3000 feet. Deep valleys and glens occur between
the ranges, the greater part of which are either filled

with immense beds of snow, or with glaciers, sloping
from the summits of the mountainous margin to the

very edge of the sea.

The bay is rendered conspicuous by four huge gla-

ciers, of which the most remarkable, though the small-

est in size, is situated 200 feet pbove the sea, on the
slope of a mountain. From ics peculiar appearance
this glacier has been termed the Hanging Iceberg.

Its position is such that it seems as if a very small
matter would detach it from the mountain, and precip-
itate it into the sea. And, indeed, large portions of its

front do occasionally break away and fall with head-
long impetuosity upon the beach, to the great hazard

I
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of any boat that may chance to be near. The largest

of these glaciers occupies tlie head of the bay, and,i>»?*

according to Captain Beechey's account, extends from

two to three miles inland. ]Nunierous large rents in its

upper surface have caused it to bear a resemblance to

the ruts left by a wagon ; hence it was named by tlie

voyagers the " Wagon Way." The frontage of this gla-

cier presents a perjDcndicular surface of 300 feet in

height, by 7000 feet in length. Mountain masses

—

"Whose blocks of sapphire seem to mortal eye '

Hewn from cerulean quarries in the sky,

With glacier battlements that crowd the spheres,

The slow creation of six thousand years,

Amidst immensity they tower sublime,

Winter's eternal palace, built by Time."

At the head of the bay there is a high pyramidal
mountain of granite, termed Rotge Hill, from the myr-
iads of small birds of that name which frequent its

base, and appear to prefer its environs to everv othel*

part of the narbor. " They are so numerous tliat we
nave frequently seen an uninterrupted line of them ex-

tending full half way over the bay, or to a distance of

more than three miles, and so close together that thirty

have fallen at one shot. This living column, on an aver-

age, might have been about six yards broad, and as

many deep ; so that, allowing sixteen birds to a cubic

yard, there must have been nearly four millions of birds

on the wing at one time. The number I have given cer-

tainly seems large
;
yet when it is told that the little

rotges rise in such numbers as completely to darken
the air, and that their chorus is distinctly audible at a
distance of four miles, the estimate will not be thought
to bear any reduction."

One of their earliest excursions in this bay was an
attempt tc ascend the peak of Rotge Hill, " upon which,"
says Captain Beechey, " may now, perhaps, be seen at

the height of about 2000 feet, a staff that once carried

a red flag, which was planted there to mark the great-

est height we were able to attain, partly in consequence
of the steepness of the ascent, but mainly on account
of the detached masses of rock wh^'ch a very slight
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matter would displace and hurl down the precipitous

declivity, to theutter destruction of him who depended
upon their support, or who might happen to be in

their path below. The liitter part of our ascent was,

indeed, much against our inclination ; but we found it

impossible tt 3scend by the way we had come up, and
were compelled- to gain a ledge, which promised the

only secure resting-place we could find at that lieiglit.

This we were able to effect by sticking the tomahawks
with which we were provided, into crevices in the rock,

as a support for our feet ; and somj of these instru-

ments we were obliged to leave where they were driven,

in consequence ot the danger that attended their

recovery." During the vessel's detention in this har-

bor, f^e bay and anchorage were completely surveyed.

When the first party rowed into this bay, it was in

quiet possession of herds of walruses, who were so un-

accustomed to the sight of a boat that they assembled
about her, apparently highly incensed at the intrusion,

and swam toward her as though they would have torn

the planks asunder with their tusks. Their hides were
so tough that nothing but a bayonet would pierce them.
The wounds that were inflicted only served to increas(.>

their rage, and it was v/ith much dimculty they were
kept off with fire-arms. Subsequently the boate went
better prepared and more strongly supported, and
many of these monsters were killed ; some were four-

teen feet in length, and nine feet girth, and of siicii

prodigious weight, that the boat's crew could scarcely

turn them.
The ships had not been many days at their anchor-

age when they, were truly astonished at the sight of a

strange boat pulling toward the ships, which was foun(^

to belong to some Kussian adventurers, who were en-

gaged in the collection of peltry and morse' teeth. This
is the last remaining establishment at Spitzbergen still

upheld by the merchants of Archangel.
Although equally surprised at the sight of the ves-

sels, the boat's crew took courage, and after a careful

Bcrutl.iy, wont on bonrd theDurothea', CaptninT^uchan

[

#'
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pave them a kind reception, and supplied them with

whatever they wanted ; in return for whicli they sent

on board, the following day, a side of venison in excel-

lent condition. Wisliing to gain some f nther infonna-

don of these people, an othcer accompanied them to

their dwelliug at the head of a small cove, about four

miles distant from the bay, where he found a comfoit-

ulilc wooden hut, well lined with moss, and stored with

/enison, wild ducks, &c.

It is related by Captain Beechey that it was with ex-

ireme pleasure tiiey noticed in this retired spot, proba-

bly the most northern and most desolate habitation of

our globe, a spirit of gratitude and devotion to the Al-

mighty rarely exercised in civilized countries. " On
landing from the boat and approaching their residence,

these people knelt upon its tnreshold, and offered up a
prayer with fervor and evident sincerity. The exact

nature of the prayer we did not learn, but it was no
doubt one of thanksgiving, and we concluded it was a

custom which these recluses were in the habit of ohserv-

inoj on their safe return to their habitation. It may, at

all events, be re^^arded as an instance of the beneficial

effects which seclusion from the busy world, and a con-

templation of the works of nature, almost invariably

produce upon the hearts of even the most imeducatecl

part of mankind."
On the 7th of June the expedition left the anchorage

to renew the examination of the ice, and after steering

a few leagues to the northward, found it precisely in

the same state as it had been letl on the 2d. In spite

of all their endeavors, by towinr; and other^vise, the

vessels were driven in a jalm by the heavy swell into

the packed ice, and the increasing peril of their situa

tion may be imagined from the following graphic de-

ecription :
—

" The pieces at the edge of the pack were at one time
wholly immersed in the sea, and at the next raised far

above their natural line of flotation, wliile those furthei

%j^, being more extensive, were alternately depressed o!
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ftlevated at either extreinity as the advaucing wave

forced its way along.

"Tlic Bee-saw motion whicli was thus produced was

ahirtning, not merely in appearance, but in tact, tuid

must have proved fatal to any vessel tiiat had encoun-

tered it; as lloes of ice, several yards in thickness, were

continually crashmg and breaking in pieccis, and tlie

sea for miles was covered with fragments ground so

small that they actually formed a thick, pasty sub-

stance— in nautical language termed, ^h't-s/t ice'—
whiv^li extended to the depth of live feet. iV'.nidst this

giddy element, our whole attention was occupied in en-

deavoring to place the bow of the vessel, the strongest

part of her frame, in the direction o**the most formida-

ble pieces of ice — a nuineuvcr whicli, though likely to

1)0 attended with the loss of the bowsprit, was yet prefer-

able to encountering the still greater risk of having the

broadside of th*^ vessel in contact with it ; for this would
have sidjjected her to the chance of dipping her gun-

wale under the floes as she rolled, an accident which,

had it occurred, would either have laid open he side,

or have overset the vessel at once. In either case, the

event would probably have })roved fatal to all on board,

as it would have been next ro impossible to rescue any
person from the confused moving iiuiss of brash ice

which covered the sea in every direction."

The attention of the eeamen was in some degree di-

verted from the contemplation of this scene of difli-

culty by the necessity of employing all hands at the

[»ump, the leak having gained upon them. But, for-

tunately, toward morning, they got quite clear of the

ice.

Steering to the westward to reconnoiter, they fell in,

m longitude 4° 30' E., with several whale ships, and
were informed by them that the ice was quite compact
to the westward, and that fifteen vessels were beset in

it. Proceeding to the northward, the sliips mssed, on

the 11th of Jime, Cloven Cliff, a remarkable isolated

rock, wliich marks the northwestern boundary of Spitz-

bergen, and steered along an intricate channel V)etw"en

li
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the land and ice ; but, next morning, their further ad-

vance was stopped, and the channel !>} which tlie ves-

sels had entered became so completely closed up as to

preclude the possibility also of retreating. Lieutenant

Beechey proceeds to st.ite—
"Tlie ice soon began to press heavily upon us, and,

to add to our difficulties, wo found the water so shallow

tiiat the rocks were plainly discovered under the bot-

toms of the ships. It was impossible, however, by any
exertion on our part, to improve the situations of the

vessels. They were as firmly fixed in the ice as if they

had formed part of the pack, and we could only hope
that the current would not drift them into still shallower

water, and damage them against the ground."
The ships were here hemmed in in almost the same

position where Eafiin, Hudson, Poole, Captain Phipps,

and all the early voyagers to this quarter had been

l»|)ed.

\s the tide turned, the pieces of ice immediately
around the ships began to separate, and some of then:

to twist round with a loud grinding noise, urging the

vessels, which were less than a mile from the land, still

nearer and nearer to the beach.

By great exertions the ships were hauled into smal
bays in the floe, and secured there by ropes fixed to tlic

ice by means of large iron hooks, called ice anchors.

Shifting the ships from one part of this floe to the other,

they remained attached to the ice thirteen days. As
this change of position could only be eft'ected by main
force, the crew were so constantly engaged in tliis har-

assing duty, that their time was divided almost entirely

between the windlass and the pump, until the men at

Icii^th became so fatigued that the sick-list w-as seriously

augmented. During this period, however, the situation

of the leak was fortunately discovered, and the damage
repaired.

An officer and a party of men who left the Dorothea
to pay a visit to the shore, about three or four milee

distant, lost themselves in the fog and snow, and wan-
dered about for sixteen hours, until, quite overcome
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with wet, cold and fatigue, they Hat down in a state of

despondency, upon a piece of ice, determined to submit

their fate to Providence. Their troubles are tlius told ;

"To travel over ragged pieces of ice, upon which
there were two feet of snow, and otlen more, springing

from one slippery piece to the other, or, when tiie cluin-

nels between them were too wide for tin's purpose, fer-

rying themselves upon detached fragments, was a work
which it required no ordinary exertion to execute.

"Some fell into the water, and were with difficulty

preserved from drowning by their companions ; wliile

others, afraid to make any hazardous attempt whatever,

were left upon pieces of ice, and drifted about at the

mercy of tne winds and tides. Foreseeing tiie proba-

bility of a separation, they took the fii\ t opportunity

of dividirg, in equal shares, the small quaiitity of pro-

vision which they had remaining, as also their stocK of

powder and ammunition. They also took it in turns to

tire muskets, in the hope of being heard from the ships."

The reports of the nre-arms were heard by their ship-

mates, and Messrs. Fife and Kirby, the Greenland ice-

masters, ventured out with poles and lines to their

assistance, and had the good fortune to fall in with the

party, and bring them safely on board, after eighteen

liours' absence. They determined in future to rest sat-

isfied with the view of the shore which was afforded

them from the ship, having not the slightest desire to

attempt to approach it again by means of the ice.

The pressure of the ice against the vessels now be-

came very ^eat.
"At one time, when theTrent appeared to be so closely

wedged up that it did not seem possible for her to be

moved, she was suddenly lifted four feet by an enor-

mous mass of ice getting under her keel ; at another,

the fragments of the crumbling floe were piled up
under the bows, to the great danger of the bowsprit.

"The Dorothea was in no less imminent danger, es-

pecially from the point of a floe, wl 'ch came in contact

with, her side, where it remained a snort time, and then
glanced ofi", and became checked by the field to which

I
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she was moored. The enormous pressure to which the

sliip hiul been subjected was now apparent by the field

being nnif^ and its point broken into fragments, whicl«

were 8j)eedily heajued up in a pyramid, mirty-iive feet

in heiiijht, upon the very summit of whicli there a^)-

pcarea a iiuge mass, bearing the impression of the

phmks and ])olts of the vessel s ])otom.

Availing themselves of a break in the ice, the ships

were moved to an anehorat;e between the islands con-

tiguous to the Cloven Clift ; and on the 28th of June,
anchored in iifteen fathoms water, near Vogel Sang.
On the islands they found plenty of game, and eidei'-

ducks.

The island of Vogel Sang alone supplied the crews
with forty reindeer, which were in such high condition

that the tat upon the loins of some measured from four

to six inches, and a carcass, ready for being dressed,

weighed 285 pounds. Later in the ison, the deer

were, however, so lean that it was ran leet with anj"

fat upon them at all.

On the 6th of July, finding the ic« had been driven

to the northward, the ships again put to sea, and Capt
Buchan determined to prove, by a desperate effort,

what advance it was possible to make by dragging the

vessels through the ice whenever the smallest openin"
occurred. This laborious experiment was performe<l

by fixing large ropes to iron nooks driven into the ice,

and by heaving upon them with the windlass, a party
removing obstructions iji the channel with saws. But
in spite of all their exertions, the most northerly posi-

tion attained was 80° 37' N. Although fastened to the

ice, the ships were now drifted bodily to the southward
by the prevailing currei.t. They were also much in-

nired by the pressure of hummocks and fields of ice.

On the 10th of July, Captain Beechey tells us, the

Trent sustained a squeeze which made her rise four

feet, and heel over five streaks ; and on the 15th and
loth, both vessels suffered considerable damage. " On
that occasion," he says, "we observed a field fifteen

feet in thickness break up, and the pieces pile upon
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cacli other to a great heijjht, until t.iey upset, when they

rolled over with a tremendous crabh. The ice near the

ships was piled up above their bulwarks. Fortunately,

the vessels rose to the pressure, or they must have had

their sides forced in. The Trent received her greatest

damage upon the quarters, and was so twisted niat the

doors of all the cabins flew open, and the panels ol

Kome started in the fi*ames, while her false Ktern-p<>sf

was moved three inches, and her timbers cracked to a

most serious extent. The Dorothea suft'ered still more :

some of her beams were sprung, and two planks on the

lower deck were split fore and aft, and doubled up, and
slio otherwise sustained serious injury in her hull. Jt

was in vain that we attemuted any relief; om* puny
eftbrts were not even felt, though continued for eiglit

hours with unabated zeal ; and it was not until the tide

changed that the si> dlest effect was produced. "When,

however, that occiii led, the vessels righted and settled

in the water to their proper draught."

From the 12th to the 19th, they were closely beset

with ice. For nine successive days following this the

crews were occupied, night and day, in endeavoring to

extricate the ships, and regain the open sea. Thinking
he had given the ice a fair trial here, the commander
determined upon examining its condition toward the

eastern coast of Greenland, and in the event of finding

it equally impenetrable there,' to proceed round the

south cape of Spitzbergen, and make an attempt be-

tween that island and Nova Zembla.. ..

"

On the 30th of July, a sudden gale came on, and
brought down the main body of the ice upon them, so

tliat the ships were in such imminent danger that their

only means of safety was to take refuge among it— a

practice which has been resorted to by whalers in ex-

treme cases— ae their only chance of escaping destruc-

tion. .^ ,

The following Is a description of the preparation
made to withstand the terrible encounter, and the hair-

l>i*oadth escape from the dangers:—
"In order to avert tlio eflW-ta of this as miich as pos

•'" • B
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sible, a cable was cut up into thirty-feet lengths, and
these, with plates of iron four feet square, which had
been supplied to us as fenders, together with some
walrus' hides, were hung round the vessels, especially

about the bows. Tho masts, at the same time, were se-

cured with additional ropes, and the hatches were bat-

tened and nailed down. By the time these precautions

juid been taken, our approach to the breakei*s only left

us the alternative of either permitting the ships to be
drifted broadside against the ice, and so to take their

chance, or of endeavoring to force fairly into ^*t by put-

ting before the wind. At length, the hopeless staie of

a vessel placed broadside against so formidable a body
became apparent to all, and we resolved to attempt
the If'.Uer expedient."

Eagei'ly, but in vain, was the general line of the pack
scanned, to find one place more open than the other.

All parts appeared to be equally impenetrable, and to

present one unbroken line of furious oreakers, in which
immense pieces of ice were heaving and subsiding with

the waves, and dashing together with a violence which
nothing apparently but a solid body could withstand,

occasioning such a noise that it was with the greatest

difficulty the officers could make their orders heard b^
the crew.

The fearful aspect .of this appalling scene is thue

sketched by Captain Beechey :
—

" No language, I am convinced, can convey an ade-

quate idea of the terrific grandeur of the effect now pro-

duced by the collision of the ice and the ten^pestuous

ocean. The sea, violently agitated and rolling its moun-
tainous waves against an opposing body, is at all times

ii sublime and awful sight ; but when, in addition, it

encounters immense masses, which it has set in motion
with a violence equal to its own, its effect is prodigi-

ously increased. At one moment it bursts upon these

icy fragments and buries them many feet beneath its

wpve, and the next, as the buoyancy of the depressed

'.<»dv 8tru2rsrles for reascendancv, the water rushes ir

t'oaining cataracts over its edgt^s ; wliile every ind'
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vidual mass, rocking and laboring in its bed, grinds

against and contends with its opponent, nntil ono. is

either split with the shock or upheaved upon the sui"-

face of the other. Nor is this collision confined to any
particular spot ; it is going on as far as the sight can
reach ; and when from this convulsive scene below, the

eye is turned to the extraordinary appearance of the

blink in the sky above, where the unnatural clear-

ness of a calm and silvery atmosphere presents itself,

bounded by a dark, hard line of stormy clouds, such as

at this moment lowered over our masts, as if to mark
the confines within which the efforts of man would be

of no avail. The reader may imagine the sensation of

awe which must accompany that of grandeur in the

mind of the beholder."

"If ever," continues the narrator, "the fortitude of

seamen was fairly tried, it was assuredly not less so on
this occasion ; and I will not conceal the pride I felt in

witnessing the bold and decisive tone in which the

.orders were issued by the commander (the present

Captain Sir John Franklin) of our little vessel, and the

promptitude and steadiness with which they were exe-

cuted by the crew."

As the laboring vessel flew before the gale, she soon
aeared the scene of danger.

"Each person instinctively secured his own hold,

and with nis eyes fixed upon the masts, awaited in

breathless anxiety the moment of concussion.
" It soon arrived,—the brig, (Trent) cutting her way

through the light ice, came m violent contact with the

main Dody. £i an instant we all lost our footing ; the

masts ben^. with the impetus, and the cracking timbers
from below bespoke a pressure which was calculated to

awak-^n our serious ap2)rehensions- The vessel stag-

gered under the shocK, and for a moment seemed to

recoil ; but tho next wave, curling up under her coun-

ter, drove he^ about her own length within tlie margin
of the ice, where she gave one roll, and was immedi-
ately thrown broadside to the wind by the succeeding
wave, which beat furiously against her 6t<»rn, and

I

f



•'{It

(i

60 VKOGKKSS OF AJJCTIC DISCOVEKT.

I'

! !

m

i'.,

l)ruuglit her lee-side in contact with the main body,

leaving lier weatlier-side exposed at the same time to

i\ piece of ice about twice her own dimensions. Tiiis

mit'ortmiate occurrence prevented the vessel penetrat-

ing sufhciently far into the ice to escaj^e the effect of

the gale, and placed her in a situation where she was
assailed on all sides by battering-rams, if 1 may use

tiie expression, every one of which contested the small

space which she occupied, and dealt such unrelenting

blows, that there appeared to be scarcely any possibil-

ity of saving her from foundering. Literally tossed

from piece to piece, we had nothing left but patiently

to abide the issue ; for we could scarcely keep our feet,

much less render any assistance to the vessel. The mo-
tion, indeed, was so great, that the ship's bell, which, in

the heaviest gale of wind, had never struck of itself,

now tolled so continually, that it was ordered to \jq

iinitHed, for the purpose of escaping the unpleasant as

sociatiou it was calculated to produce.
" In anticipation of the worst, we determined to at

tempt placing the launch upon the ice under the lee,

and hurried into her such provisions and stores as could

at the moment be got at. Serious doubts were reason-

ably entertained of the boat being able to live among
the confused mass by which we were encompassed; ye*

as this appeared to be our only refuge, we clung to it

with all the eagerness of a last resource."

From the injury the vessel repeatedly received, it

became very evident that if subjected to this concus-

pion for any time, she could not hold together long ; the

only cliance of escape, therefore, appeared to depend
upon getting before the wind, and penetrating further

into the ice.

To effect this with any probability of success, it be-

came necessary to set more head-sail, though at the

risk of the masts, already tottering with the pressure

of that which was spread. By the expertness of the

seamen, more sail was spread, and under this additional

pressure of canvass, the ship came into the desired

position, and with the aid of an enormous mass under
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tbe stern, she split a small field of ice, fourteen feel in

thickness, whicli had hitherto impeded her pi ogress,

and effected a passage for herself between the pieces.

In this improved position, by carefully placing the

protecting fenders between the ice and the ship's sides,

the strokes were much diminished, and she managed
to weather out the gale, but lost sight of her consort in

the clouds of spray which were tossed about, ; the

huge intervening masses of ice among which thej w^ere

embayed. On the gale moderating, the ships were for-

tunately got once more into an open sea, although botli

disabled, and one at least, 'die Dorothea, which had
sustained the heavy shocks, in a foundering condition.

For the main object of the expedition they were now
useless, and, both being in a leaky state, they bore up
for Fair Haven, in Spitzbergen. In approaching the

anchorage in South Gat, the Trent bounded over a
sunken rock, and struck hard, but this, after their re-

cent danger, was thought comparatively light of.

On examining the hulls of the vessels, it was found
they had sustained frightful injuries. The intermediate

lining of felt between the timbers and planks seems to

have aided greatly in enabling the vessels to sustain

the repeated powerful shocks they had encountered.

Upon consulting with his officers. Captain Buchan came
to the opinion that the most prudent course, was to

patch up the vessels for their return voya*^ '. Lieuten-

ant Franklin preferred an urgent request tiuit he might
be allowed to proceed in his own vessel upon the inter-

esting service still unexecuted ; but this could not be

complied with, in consequence of the hazard to the

crew of proceeding home singly in a vessel so shat-

tered and unsafe as the Dorothea. After refitting, they

ut to sea at the end of August, and reached England

y the middle of October.

Franixin'b First Land Expedftion, 1819-21.

In 1819, on the recommendation of the Lords of tho

Admiralty, Capt. Franklin was appointed to command

!>
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an overland expedition tVoni Hudson's Buy to the north-

ern sliores of America, for the purpose of determining

the latitudes and longitudes, and exploiting the coast ot

the continent eastward from the Coppermine lliver. Dr
John Kichardson, R, N., and two Admiralty Midship
men, Mr. George Back, (who had been out on the polai

expedition, in tlie previous year, in H. M. S. Trent,) and
Mr. Robert Hood, were placed under his orders. Pre-

vious to his departure from London, Capt. Franklin ob-

tained all the information and advice possible from Sir

Alex. Mackenzie, one of the only two ])ersons who had

yet explored those shores. On the 23d of May, the party

embarked at Gravesend, in the Prince of Wales, 1 long-

ing to the Hudson's Bay Company, which immeiliately

got under weigh in company with lier consorts, the Ed-
dystone and Weai*. Mr. Back, who was left on shore by
accident in Yarmouth, succeeded in catching the ship at

Stromness. On the 4th of August, in lat. 59° 58' J^.,

and long. 59° 53' W., they first fell in with large icebergs.

On the following day, the height of one was ascertained

to be 149 feet. After a stormy and ]>erilous voyage the}'

reached the anchorage at York Flats on the 30th of

August.

On the 9th of September, Capt. Franklin and his party

left York Factory in a boat by the w\ay of the rivers and
lakes for Cumberland House, another of the Company's
})08ts, which they reached on the 22d of October.

On tlie 19th of January, Franklin set out in company
with Mr. Back and a seaman named Hepburn, with pro-

visions for fifteen days, stowed in two sledges, on their

journey to Fort Chipewyan. Dr. Richardson, Mr. Hood
and M.'r. Conolly accompanied them a short distance.

After touching at different posts of the Company, they

reached their destination safely on the 26th of March,
after a winter's journey of 857 miles. The greatest diffi-

culty experienced by the travelers was the labor of walk-

ing in snow shoes, a weight of between two and three

pounds being constantly attached to galled feet and
swelled ankles.

On the 13th of July, thev were joined by Dr. Richard-
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Bon and Mr. Hood, who had made a very expeditious

journey from Cumberland House ; they had only one

day's provisions left, the pemmican they had received at

the posts being so aiouldy that they were obliged to leave

it behind. Arrangements were now made for theirjour-

ncy northward, bixteen Canadian voyageurs were en-

gaged, and a Chipewyan woman and two interpreters

were to be taken on from Great Slave Lake. The whido

stock of provisions they could obtain before starting was
only sufficient for one day's supply, exclusive of two bar-

rels of flour, three cases of preserved meats, some choco-

late, arrow-root and portable soup, which had been

brought from England, and were kept as a reserve for the

journey to the coast in the following season ; seventy

pounds of deer's flesh and a little barley were all that

tlie Company's officers could give them. The provisions

were distributed among three canoes, and the party set

off" in good spirits on the 18th of July. They had to

make an inroad very soon on their preserved meats, for

they were very imtbrtunate in tiieir fishing. On the

24t.i of July, however,, they were successful in shooting

a buffalo in the Salt i'^iver, after giving him fourteen

balls. At Moose Deer Island they got supplies from
the Hudson's Bay and North West Companies' officers,

and on the 27th set out again on their journey, reaching
Fort Providence by the 29th.

Shortly after they had an interview with a 'celebrated

and influential Indian chief, named Akaitcho, who was
to furnish them with guides. Another Canadian voya-

fi:eur was there engaged, and the party now consisted of

tlie officers already named, Mr. Fred. Wentzel, clerk of

the N. W. Fur Company, who joined them here, John
Hepburn, the English seaman, seventeen Canadian voy-

ageurs, (one of whom, named Michel, was an Iroquois,)

and three Indian interpreters, besides the wives of three

of the voyageurs who had been brought on for the pur-

pose of making clothes and shoes for the men at the

winter establishment. The whole nninljcr were twenty-

nine, exclusive of three cliildren. T give the list of thoi-e

whose names ocrnr most frerpiently in the narrative:

|:-i
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J. B. Belaiiger, Peltier, Solomon Belanger, Saraandre,

Benoit, Perrault, Antonio Fontano, Beauparlant, Vail-

laut, Credit, Adam St. Germain, interpi'eter; Augustus
and Junius, Esquimaux interpreters. They had provis-

ions for ten days' consumption, besides a little chocolate

and tea, viz ; two casks of flour, 200 dried reindeer

tongues, some dried moose meat, j^ortable soup, and a

little arrow-root. A small extra canoe was provided for

the women, and the journey for the Coppermine River
was commenced on the 2d of August. The party met
with many hardships—were placed on short diet—and
some of the Canadians broke out into open rebellion,

refusing to proceed farther. However, they were at last

calmed, ana arrived on the 20th of August at Fort En-
terprise, on Winter Lake, which, by the advice of their

Indian guides, they determined on making their winter
qiiarters. The total length of the voyage from Chipe-

wyan was 552 miles; and after leaving Fort Providence,

they had 21 miles of portage to pass over. As the men
had to traverse each portage with a load of 180 lbs.,

and return three times light, they walked, in the whole,

upward of 150 miles.

In consequence of the refusal of Akaitcho and his

ptfrty of Indians to guide and accompany them to the

sea, because, as they alledged, of the approach of win-

ter, and the imminent danger. Captain Franklin was
obliged to abandon proceeding that season down the

river, and contented himself with dispatching, on the

29th, Mr. Back and Mr. Hood, in a light canoe, with

St. Germain as interpreter, eight Canadians, and one

Indian, furnished with eight days' provisions — all tliat

could be spared.

They returned on the 10th of September, after iiav

ino; reached and coasted Point Lake. In the mean time
Franklin and Richardson, accompanied byO. Hepburn
and two Indians, also made a jedestrian excursion tow-

ard the same quarter, leaving on the 9th of Septomber.

and returning on the fourteenth. The whole party

spent a long winter of ten months at Fort Enterprise

depending upon the fish they could catch, and the sue

t'ess (if their Tudiiu hunters, fni- food.

I H '
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Oq the 6th of October, the otticers quitted their tents

for a good log house which had been built. The clay .

with which the walls and roof were plastered, had to

be tempered before the fire with water, aud froze as it

was daubed on ; but afterward cracked ir such a man-
ner, as to adiriit the wind from every quarter. Still

the new abode, with a good fire of fagots in the capa-

cious clay-built cliimney, was considered quite comfort-

able when compared with the chilly tents.

The reindeer are found on the banks of the Copper-
mine River early in May, as they then go to the sea-

coast to bring forth their young. They usually retire

from the coast in July and August, rut in October, and
shelter themselves in the woods during winter. Before
the middle of Octobei, the carcasses of one hundred
deer had been secured in their store-house, together with

one thousand pounds of suet, and some dried meat

;

and eighty deer were stowed away at various distances

from their house, en cache. This placing provisions
" en cache," is merely burying and protecting it from
wolves and other de^^redators, by heavy loads of wood
or stone.

On the 18th of October, Mr. Back and Mr. "Wentzel,

accompanied by two Canadian voyageurs, two Indians

and their wives, set out for Fort ^Providence to make
*he necessary arrangements for transporting the stores

they - ._\.jted from Cumberland House, and to see if

some further supplies might not be obtained from the

establishments on Sla^e Lake. Di-spatches for Eng-
land were also forwarded by them, detailing the pro-

gress of the expedition up to this date. By the end of

the month the men had also completed a house for

themselves, 34 feet by 18. On the 26th of Octo])er,

Akaitcho, and his Indian party of hunters, amounting
with women and children to forty souls, came in, oAviiig

to the deer having migrated southw^ard. This added
to the daily number to ue provided for, and by this time
their ammunition was nearly expended.
The fishing failed as the weather became more severe,

and was given up on the 5th of November. About

.V
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1200 white lish, of from two to three pouuds, had been

procured during the season. The fish froze as they

were taken from the nets, becoming in a short time a

solid mass of ice, so that a blow or two of the hatchet

would easily split them open, when the intestines mieht
be removed in one lump. If thawed before the fire,

even after being frozen for nearly two days, the fish

would recover their animation.

On the 23d of November, they were gratified by the

appearance of one of the Canadian voyageurs who had

set out with Mr. Back. His locks were matted with

snow, and he \v:'8 so encrusted with ice from head to

foot, that they coald scarcely recognize him. He re-

ported that they had had a tedious and fatiguing jour-

ney to Fort Providence, and for some days were (desti-

tute of provisions. Letters were brought from England
to the preceding April, and quickly was the packet

thawed to get at the contents. The newspapers con-

veyed the intelligence of the death of George HI. The
advices as to the expected stores were disneartening

;

of ten bales of ninety pounds each, five had been l^ft

by some mismanagement at the Grand Rapid on tht>

Sattkatchawan. On the 28th of November, St. Ger-

main the interpreter, with eight Canadian voyageurs,

and four Indian hunters, were sent off to bring up the

stores from Fort Providence.

On the 10th of December, Franklin managed to get

rid of Akaitcho and* his Indian party, by representing

to them the impossibility of maintaining them. The
leader, however, left them his mother and two female

attendants; and old Kaskarrah, the guide, with his wife

and daughter, remained behind. This daughter, who
was d^jignated " Green Stockings," from her dress, was
coiipidered a great beauty by her tribe, and althono;h

bu!, sixteen, had belonged successively to two husbands,

and would probably have been the wife of many more,

if her mother had not required her ervices as a nurse.

Ml. Hood took a good likeness of the yoimg laoy,

l)ut her mother was somewhat averse to her sittir.pi: for

it, fearirtg tliat 'Hier daughter's likeness would indut't'
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tho Great Ciiief who resiaed in England to send for tbo

original
!

"

Tlie diet of the party in their winter abode consisted

ahnost entirely of reindeer meat, varied twice a week
by fish, and occasionally by a little Hour, but they had
no vegetables of any kind. Ou Sunday morning they

had a cup of chocolate ; but their greatest luxury was
tea, which they regularly had twice a day, although

without sugar. Candles were formed of reindeer tat

and strips of cotton sliirts; and Hepburn acquired con-

siderable skill in the manufacture of soap from the wood
ashes, fat and salt. The stores were anxiously looked

for, and it was hoped they would have arrived by New
Year's Day, (1821,) so as to have kept the festival. As
it was, they could only receive a little flour and fat, both

of which were considered great luxuries.

On the 15th, seven of the men arrived with two kegs
of rum, one barrel of powder, sixty pounds of ball, two
rolls of tobacco, and some clothing.

" They had been twenty-one days on their march from
Slave Lake, and the labor they underwent was suffi-

ciently evinced by their sledge collars having worn oat

the shoulders of their coats. Their loads weighed from
sixty to ninety pounds each, exclusive of their bedding
and provisions, which at starting must have been at least

as nnich more. We were much rejoiced at their arrival,

and proceeded forthwith to pierce the spirit cask, and
issue to each of the household the portion of rum which
had been promised on the first day of the year. The
spirits, which were proof, were frozen; but after stand-

ing at the fire for some time they flowed out, of the

consistence of honey. The temperature of the liquid,

even in this state, was so low as instantly to convert
into ice the moisture which condensed on the surface of
the dram-glass. The fingers also adhered to the glass,

and would doubtless have been speedily frozen had they
been kept in contact with it

;
yet each of the voyageura

swallowed his dram without experiencing the sligntest

inconvenience, or complaining of toothache."
It appeared that the Canadians had tapped the rum

1=
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cask on their journey, and helped tlieniselves rather

freely.

On the 27tii, Mr. Wentzel and St. Germain arrived,

with two Esquimaux interpreters who had been engaged,
possessed of euphonious names, representing the belly

and the ear, but which had ])een Anglicised into Au-
gustus and Junius, being the months they had respec-

tively ari'ived at Fort Churchill. The former spoke
English. They brought four dogs with them, which
proved of great use during the season in drawing in

wood for fuel.

Mr. Back, at this time, the 24tij of December, had
gone on to Chipewyan to procure stores. On the 12th

of February, another pai'ty of six men was sent to Fort
Providence to bring up the remaining supplies, and
these returned on the 5th of March. Many ofthe caches
of meat which had been buried early in the winter were
found destroyed by the wolves ; and some of these ani

mals prowled nightly alx>ut the dwellings, even ventur
ing upon the roof of their kitchen. The rations were
reduced fi'om eight to the short allowance of five ounces
of animal food pc day.

On the 17th of March, Mr. Back returned from Fort

Chipewyan, after an absence of nearly five months,
during which he had performed a journey on foot of

more than eleven hundred miles on snow shoes, witii

only the slight shelter at night of a blanket and a deer

skin, with the thermometer frequently at 40° and once
at 57°, and very often passing several days without

food.

Some very interesting traits of generosity on the part

of the Indians are recorded by Mr. Back. Often they

gave up and would not taste of fish or birds which they
caught, with the touching remark, " We are accustomed
to 8tai*vation, and you are not."

Such passages as the following often occur in his

narrative :
—" One of our men caught a fish, which, with

ftie assistance of some weed scraped from the rocks,

{tripe de roche) which forLis a glutinous substance, made
US a toleivtbie sup] '.^»- : it war, not of the most choice kind,
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r
)t frooi] cnoiiffh tor liunjrrv men. AVIiilci we wcro out-

ing it, I poiT.(MV(M| ono of th.o woiimii luisily einployed

ficniping an old skii'. t!io contontn ot' which hor husband
;nted ith. Th (ledconeiBtod <>t pound

i'ut, and a greater ])roportion ot' Indian's and deer's hair

than either; and, though such a mixture may not appear
very alluring to an English stomach, it was thought a

great luxury atter tliree days' privation in these clieer-

less regions of America."
To return to the proceedings of Fort Enterprise. On

the 23d of March, the last of the winter's stock of deer's

meat was expended, and the party were compelled to

consume a little pounded meat, which had been saved
for making pemmican. The nets scarcely ^..oduced any
Hsh, and their meals, which had hitherto been scanty
enough, were now restricted to one in the day.

The poor Indian families about the house, consisting

principally -of sick and infirm women and children, suf-

fered even more privation. They cleared away the

enow on the site of the Autumn encampment to look for

bones, deer's feet, bits of hide, and other oft'al. " When
(says Franklin) we beheld them gnawing the pieces of

hid( , jiTid pounding the bones for the j)urpose ot extract-

ing some nourishment from them by boiling, we regret-

ted our inability to relieve them, but little thought that

we should ourselves be afterward driven to the neces-

sity of eagerly collecting these same bones, a second
time from the duuir-hill."

On the 4th of June, 1821, a first party set ott' froii^

the winter quarters for Point Lake, and t-he Coppermine
Kiver, under the charge of Dr. Richardson, consisting,

in all, voyageurs and Indians, of twenty-three, exclusive

of children. Each of the men carried about 80 lbs., be-

sides his own personal baggage, weighing nearly as

much more. Some of the party dragged their loads on
sledges, others preferred carrying their burden on their

backs. On the 13th, Dr. Richarason sent back most of
the men ; and on the 14th Franklin dispatched Mr.
"Wentzel and a party with the canoes, which had been
repaired. Followinoj the water-course as far as practi-

U
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{;ul)lc to WiiiUir Ljikr, Franklin t'ollowdii hirniseit rm.u

ilep'ourii, tlinte (JatuidinnH, two Indian liiinterA, and
tlio two Kscjniniuux, and joined \)v. lti<*hurdBOii on tho

ii2d. On the 25tli ihay all rcHUim'tl tlieir journey, aud,

us tliey proceeded down the river, were fortunate in

killing, occasionally, several musk oxen.

()i\ the I5th they got a distinct view of the sea from
the sununit of a hill ; it appeared choked with ice and
full of islands. About this time they fell in with snuill

parties of Esquimaux.
On the 19tli Mr. Wentzel departed on his return foi

Slave I>ake, taking with him four Canadians, who had
hceii discharged for tho purpose of reducing the expen-

diture of provisions as much as possible, and disi)atche8

to be forwarded to England, fie was also instructed

to cause the Indians to deposit a relay of provisions at

Fort Enterprise, ready for the party should they return

tluit way. The remainder of the party, including ofK-

cers, amounted to twenty persons. The distance! that

had been traversed from Fort Enterprise to the mouth
of the nver was about 334 miles, and the canoes had to

be dragged 120 miles of this.

Two conspicnons capes were named by Franklin after

llearne and Mackenzie ; and a river which falls into the

^ca, to the westward of the Coppermine, he called after

his companion, Richardson.
On the 21st of July, FVanklin and hisparty embarked

in their two canoes to navigate the I*olar Sea, to the

i'astward, having with them provisions for fifteen days.
On the 25th tliey doubled a bluff cape, which was

named after Mr. Barrow, of the Admiralty. An o])en-

ing on its eastern side received the appellation of Inman
Harbor, and a group of islands were called after l^ro-

fest;or Jameson. "Within the next fortnight, additions
wei-e made to their stock of food }>y a few doer and one
or two bears, wliich were shot. Being less fortunate

afterward, and with no prospect of increasing their sup-

ply of provision, the daily allowance to eacli man wa?
limited to a handful of pemmican and a small portion

of portable soup. .

I INI
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On tlu' morning of tlio 5th of August tlicy came to

flio mouth of a rivor blocked np with ^hojils, whicL
Fnmklin nanted after his friend and companion Back.

Tho time spent in exploring Arctic and Melville

Sounds and Hathurst Iidet, and the failure of meciting

witli i^oqniiiuinx from whom provisions could he oW
taiiu'd, p'vcluded any ixissibility of reaching Itt^pulse

IJay, aiid therefore havinsj hut a day or two's provisions

h'ft, Franklin considered it })ru(lent to turn hack atVer

reaching Point Turnagain, having sailed nearly (JOO

gcograiHiical miles in tracing tlie ^l(>eply indented coast

of Coronation Gnlf from the Co]>permine River. On
the 22d August, the return voyage was commenced,
the boats making for Hood's Kiver by the way of the

Arctic Sound, and bein<^ taken as far up the stream as

possible. On the 31st it was found impossible to })ro-

ceed with them farther, and smaller canoes were nuide,

suitable for crossing any of the rivers that might ob-

struct their progress. The weight carried by each man
was about 90 lbs., and with this they progressed at tho

rate of a mile an hour, including rests.

On the 5th of Septem])er, having nothing to eat, tho

last piece of pemmican and a little arrow-root having
formed a scanty supper, and being without the means
of making a iire, they remained in bed all day. A se-

vere snow-storm lasted two days, and the snow even
drifted into their tents, covering their blankets several

inches. " Our sufiering (says Franklin) from cold, in a

comfortless canvass tent in such weather, with the tem-
perature at 20°, and without fire, will easily be im-
aj^ined ; it was, however, less than that which we felt

from hunger. '

Weak from fasting, and their garments stiffened with
the frost, after packing their frozen tents and bedclotlrjs

the poor travelers again set out on the 7th.

Atter feeding almost exclusively on several species

of Gyrophora, a lichen known as fr?pr fie roche,, which
scarcely allayed the pangs of hunger. o!j the 10th " tluw

uoT 51 good meal by killinj.' a musk ox. To skin aii<l

I'lii lip tho nt'imjJ Mas the work of a few minutes. Tin'

i;
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rontents of ii-s Btomach were devourerl upon the spot,

iind the raw intestines, whica w^cre next attack'id, wore
pronounced by the most delicate amongst ur to be ex-

cellent."

Wearied and worn out with toil and suffering, many
of the party got careless and indifferent. One of the

canoes was broken and abandoned. With an impi evi-

dence scarcely to be credited, three of the fshiug-nets

were also thrown away, and the floats bui'nt.

On the 17J;h they managed to allay the pangs of hun-

ger by eating pieces of singed hide, and a little Iripe de
roche. This and some mosses, with an occasional sol-

itary partridge, formed their invariable food ; on very

many days even this scanty supply could not be uotainod.

and their appetites became ravenous.

Occasionally tliey picked up pieces of skin, and a

few bones of deer which had been devoured by the

wolves in the previous spring. The bones were ren-

dered friable by burning, and now and then their old

shoes were added to the repast.

On the 26th they reached a bend of the Coppermine,
wliich terminated in Point Lake. The second cau'^e

had been demolished and abandoned by the bearers on

the 23d, and they were thus left without any means of

water transport across the lakes and river.

On this day the carcass of a deer was discovered in

the cleft of a rock, into which it had fallen in the spriiii;.

If. was ])iitrid, but little less acceptable to the poor starv-

ing travelers on tiiat account; and a fire being kin-

dled a laigi' poi-tion was devoured on the spot, afford-

ing ar unexpected breakfast.

On the riist t>f Octolxn- one of the party, who had
been out hunting, brought in the antlers ana backbone
of another deer, which had been killed in the summer.
The wolves and birds of prey bad picked them clean,

but there still remained a quantitv of the spinal mar-

row, which they had not been able to extract. This,

aUhongh ]/atrid, was esteemed a valuable ]irize, and
the spine being divided into portions was distribute^!

equally. " After eating the marrow, (nays Frimklin,)

'*>,:



franklin's first land expedition. 73

which was eo acrid as to excoriate the lips, we ren-

deied the bones friable by bvirning, and ate them also."

The strength of the whole party now began to fail,

from the privation and tatigue which they endured.

—

Franklin was in a dreadfully debilitated state. Mr.
Hood was also reduced to a perfect shadow, from the

severe bowel-complaints which the tripe de roche never

failed to give him. Back was so feeble as to require

the support of a stick ia walking, and Dr. Richardson
had lameness superadded to weakness.

A rude canoe was constructed of willows, covered

with canvass, in which the party, one by one, managed
to reach in safety the southern bank of the river on
the 4th of October, and weni supperless to bed. On
the following morning, previous to setting out, the

whole party ate the remains of their old shoes, and
whatever scraps of leather they had, to strengthen their

stomachs for the fatigue of the day's journe\
Mr. Hood now ])roke down, as did two or three more

of the party, and Dr. Kichardson kindly volunteei'ed

to i-emain with them, while the rest pushed on to Foi-t

Enterprise for succor. Not being able to find any tripe

(/(' roche^ they drank an infusion of the Labrador tea-

plant {Lcilruin palustre^ var. deoumheus^ and ate a
few morsels of burnt leather for supper. This contin-

ued to be a frequent occurrence.

Others of the party continued to drop down with fa

tigue and weakness, until they were reduced to five

persons, besides Franklin. Wnen they had no food or

nourishment of any kind, they ^rept under their blank-

ets, to drown, if possible, the gnawing pangs of hunger
and fatigue by sleep. At length they reached Fort En-
terprise, and to their disappoiotment and grief found
it a perfectly desolate habitaUon. There was no de-

posit of provision, no trace (^ the Indians, no letter

from Mr. Wentzel to point out where the Indians might
be found. "It would be impo^fiible (says Franklin,) to

describe our sensations after wintering this miserable
abode, and discovering how we had been neglected :

tile whole narty shed tears, not so much for our own

^'\:\
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fjite as for that of our friends in the rear, whose lives

depended entirely on our sending immediate relief

from this place." A note, however, was found heve

from Mr. J3rck, stating that he had reached the house
l>y another route two days before, and was going in

search of the Indians. If he was unsuccessful in find

ing them, he proposed walking to Fort Providence,

and sending succor from thence, but he doubted whethei
he or his party could perform the journey to that place

in their present debilitated state. Franklin and liis

small party now looked round for some means of pres-

ent subsistence, and fortunately discovered several deer

skins, which had been thrown away during their former
residence here. The bones wer« gathered from the

heap of ashes ; these, with the skins and the addition

of tripe de rocJie., they considered would support life

tolerably well for a short time. The bones were quite

acrid, and the soup extracted from them, quite putrid,

excoriated the mouth if taken alone, but it was some-

what milder when boiled with the lichen, and the mix-

ture was even deemed palatable with a little salt, of

wliich a cask had been left here in the spring. They
j)r()cured fuel by pulling up the flooring of the rooms,

and water for cooking by melting the snow.

Augustus arrived safe atler them, just as they were
sitting round tlie fire eating their supper of singed

skin.

Late on the 13th, Eelanger also reached the house,

with a note from Mr. Back, stating that he had yet

found no trace of the Indians. The poor messenger
was almost speechless, being covered with ice and
nearly frozen to death, having fallen into a rapid, and
[or the third time since the party left the coast, narrowly
escaped drowning. After being well rubbed, having
had his dress changed, and some warm soup given

him, he recovered sufficiently to answer the questions

put to him.

Under the impression that the Indians must be on
their way to Fort Providence, and that it would be

possible tf overtake them, as they usually traveled

>^'
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slowly with their families, and there beini^ likewise a

prospect of killing deer about Reindeer Lake, where
they had been usually found abundant, Franklin de-

termined to take the route for that post, and sent word
to Mr. Back by Belanger to that effect on the 18th.

On the 20th of October, Fi-anklin set out in com-
pany with Eenoit and Augustus to seek relief, having
patched three pairs of snow shoes, and taken some
singed skin for their support. Poltier and Samandre
had volunteered to remain at the house with Adam,
who was too ill to proceed. They w^ere so feeble as

scarcely to be able to move. Augustus, the Esqui-

maux, tried for fish without success, so that their only

fare was skin and tea. At night, composing them-
selves to rest, they lay close to each other for warmth,
but found the night bitterly cold, and the wind pierced

through their famished frames.

On resuming the journey next morning, Franklin
had the misfortune to break his snow-shoes, by falling

])etvveen two rocks. Tfiis accident prevented him from
keeping pace with the others, and in the attempt he
l)ecarae quite exhausted ; vmwilling to delay their pro-

gress, as the safety of all behind depended on their

obtaining early assistance and immediate supplies,

Franklin resolved to turn back, whiie the others

]mshed on to meet Mr. Back, or, missing him, they
were direi •^ed to proceed to Fort Providence. Frank-
lin found the two Canadians he had left at the house
'Ireadfully weak and reduced, and so low spirited that

e had great difficulty in rallying them to any exer-

tion. As the insides of their mouths had become sore

fr. m eating the bone-soup, they now relinquished the

use of it, and boiled the skin, which mode of dressing

was found more palatable than frying it. They had
pulled down nearly all their dwelling for fuel, to warm
Hiemselves and cook their scanty meals. The tripe

<h roohe^ on which they had depended, now became
entirely frozen; and wdiat was moro tantalizing to

their perisiiing frames, was the sight of food within

their reach, which they could not procure. '* We saw
5
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(says Franklin) a herd of reindeer sporting on the

river, about half a triile from the house; they re-

mained there a long time, but none of the party felt

themselves strong enough to go after them, nor was
thei'e one of us who could have fired a gun without
resting it."

While they were seated round the fire this evening,
Jiscoursing about the anticipated relief, the sound of

/oices was heard, which was thought with joy to be
ihat of the Indians, but, to their bitter disappoint-

ment, the debilitated frames and emaciated counte-

nances of Dr. Kichardson and Hepburn presented
themselves at the door. They were of course ffladlv

received, although each marked the ravages which fam-

ine, care and fatigue had made on the other. Tl.>e

Doctor particularly remarked the sepulchral tone of

the voices of his friends, which he requested them to

make more cheerful if possible, unconscious that his

own partook of the same key.

Hepburn having shot a partridge, which was brought
to the house, Dr. Kichardson tore out the feathers,

and having held it to the tire a few minutes, divided

it into six portions. Franklin and his three compan-
ions ravenously devo'.ired their shares, as it was the

first morsel of flesh any of the/u had tasted for thirty-

one days, unless, indeed, the small gristly particles

which they found adhering to the pounded bones may
be termed flesh. Their npirits were revived by this

small supply, a!id the i3octor endeavored to raise

them still higher by the i)rospect of Hepburn's bein^'

able to kill a deer next day, as they had seen, and
even fired at, several near the house. He endeavored,
too, to rouse them into some attention to the comfort
of their apartment. Having brought his Prayer-book
and Testament, some prayers, psalms, and portions

of scripture, appropriate to their situation, were read

out by Dr. Kichardson, and they retired to their

blankets.

Early next morning, the Doctor and Hepburn went
:>\it in search of i(ame ; but though they saw sevt'iul

!K !'
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herds of deer, and fired some shots, they were not so

fortunate as to kill any, being too weak to hold their

pjuns steadily. The cold compelled the former to re-

turn soon, but Hepburn perseveringly persisted until

late in the evening.
" My occupation, (continues Franklin) was to search

for skins under the snow, it being now our object im-

mediately to get all that we could ; but 1 had not

strength to drag in more than two of those which were
within twenty yards of the house, until the Doctor
came and assisted me. We made up our stocl: to

twenty-six ; but several of them were putrid, and
scarcely eatable, even by men suffering the extremity
of famine. Peltier and Samandre continued very
weak and dispirited, and they were unable to cut fire-

wood. Hepburn had, in consequence, that laborious

task to perform after he came back late from hunting."

To the exertions, honesty, kindness, and consideration

of this worthy man, the safety of most of the party is

to be attributed. And I may here mention that Sir

John Franklin, w'nen he became goven or of Yan
Diemen's Land, obtained for him a good civil appoint-

ment. This deserving man, I am informed by Mr.
Barrow, is now in England, having lost his office,

which, I believe, has been abolished. It is to be
hoped something will be done for him by the govern-
ment.

After their usual supper of singed skin and bone
soup, Dr. Richardson acquainted Franklin with the

ovents that had transpired since their parting, particu-

larly with the afflicting fircumstaiKU'S attending the

death of Mr. ITood, and Michel, the Iroquois ; the par-

ticulars of which I shall now proceed to condense from
his narrative.

After Captain Franklin had bidden them farewell,

having no tripe de roche they drank an infusion of the

country tea-plant, which was grateful from its warmth,
idthough it afforded no sustenance. Thev thou retired

to bed, and kept to their blankets all next day, as the

snow drift was so heavy as to ])revent their lighting a

'fi
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fire with the green and frozen willows, which were
their only fuel.

Through the extreme kindness and forethought of

a lady, the party, previous to leaving London, had
been furnished with a small collection of religious

books, of which, (says Richardson,) we still retained

two or three of the most portable, and they proved of

incalculable benefit to us.

" We read portions of them to each other as we lay

in bed, in addition to the morning and evening service,

and found that they inspired us (d. each perusal with

so strong a sense of the omnipresence of a beneficent

God, that our situation, even in these wilds, appeared
no longer destitute ; and we conversed not only with

calmness, but with cheerfulness, detailing with unre
strained confidence the past events of our lives, and
dwelling with hope on our future prospects." How
beautiful a picture have we here represented, of true

piety and resignation to the divine will inducing pa-

tience and submission under an unexampled load of

misery and privation.

Michel, the Iroquois, joined them on the 9th of Oc-

tober, having, there is strong reason to believe, mur-
dered two of the Canadians who were with him, Jean
Baptiste Belanger and Perrault, as they were never
seen afterward, and he gave so many rambling and
contradictory statements of his proceedings, that no
credit could be attached to his story.

The travelers proceeded on their tedious journey by
slow stages. Mr. Hood was much affected with dim
iiess of sight, giddiness, and other symptoms of ex

ticnie debility, which caused them to move slowly arnl

to make frequent halts. Michel absented himself all

diiy of the 10th, and only arrived at their encampment
near the pines late on the llth.

He reported that he had been in chase of some deer

which passed near his sleeping place in the morning,
and although he did not come up with them, yet ho

found a wolf which had been killed by the stroke of

a <;-cr's horn, and had brought a part of it.

I
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Richardson luUla— "'We implicitly believed thip

ftory then, but afterward became aware— from cir-

cumstaaces, the details of which may be spared—that

it must have been a portion of the body of Belanger,

or Perrault. A question of moment here presents it-

self— namely, whether he actually murdered these

men, or either of tliera, or whether he found the bodies

in the snow. Captain Franklin, who is the best able to

judge of this matter, from knowing their situation when
he parted from them, suggested the former idea, and
that both these men had been sacrificed ; that Michel,

having already destroyed Belanger, completed hia

crime by Perrault's death, in order to screen himself

from detection."

Although this opinion is founded only on circum-

stances, and is unsupported by direct evidence, it has
been judged proper to mention it, especially as the

subsequent conduct of the man showed that he was
capable of committing such a deed. It is not easy to

assign any other adequate motive for his concealing

from Richardson that JPerrault had turned back ; while
liis request, over-night, that they would leave him the

hatchet, and his cumbering himself with it when he
went out in the morning, unlike a hunter, who makes
use only of his knife when he kills a deer, seem to

indicate that he took it for the purpose of cutting up
something that he knew to be frozen.

Michel left them early next day, refusing Dr. Rich-
ardson's offer to accompany him, and remained out all

day. He would not sleep in the tent with the other
two at night. On the 13th, there being a heavy gale,

they passed the day by their fire, without food. Next
day, at noon, Michel set out, as he said, to hunt, but
returned unexpectedly in a short time. Tliis conduct
surprised his companions, and his contradictory and
evasive answers to their questions excited their sus-

picions still further. He subsequently refused either
to hunt or cut wood, spoke in a very surly manner,
and threatened to leave them. When reasoned with
by Mr. Hood, his anger was excited, and he replied it

^'1
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was uo use hunting— there were no animals, and they

had better kill and eat him.

"At this period," observes Dr. Richardson, "we
avoided, as much as possible, conversing upon the

hopelessness of our situation, and generally endeav-
ored to lead the conversation toward our future pros-

pects in life. The fact is, that with the decay of our
strength, our minds decayed, and we were no longer

able to bear the contemplation of the horrors that sur-

rounded us. Yet we were calm and resigned to our

fate ; not a murmur escaped us, and we were punctual

and fervent in our addresses to the Supreme feeing."

On the morning of the 20th, they again urged Michel
to go a-hunting, that lie might, if possible, leave them
some provision, as he intended quitting them next

day, but he showed grea*^^ unwillingness to go out, and
lingered about the lire under the pretense of cleaning

his gun. After the morning service had been read,

Dr. Richardson went out to gather some tripe de roc/ie,

leaving Mr. Hood sitting before the tent at the fire-

side, arguing with Michel; Hepburn was employed
cutting fire-wood. While they were thus engaged,
the treacherous Iroquois took the opportunity to place
his gun close to Mr. Hood, and shoot him through the?

head. He represented to his companions that the de-

ceased had killed himself. On examination of the

body, it was found that the shot had entered the back
part of the head and passed out at the forehead, and
that the muzzle of the gun had been applied so close

as to set fire to the nightcap behind. Michel pro-

tested his innocence of the crime, and Hepburn and
Dr. Richardson dared not openly evince their suspi-

cion of his guilt.

Next day. Dr. Richardson determined on goin^

straight to the Fort. They singed the hair off a pari

of the buffalo robe that belonged to their ill-fated com
panion, and boiled and ate it. In the course of theii

march, Michel alarmed them much by his gesturei

and conduct, was constantly muttering to himself, ex-

pressed an unwillingness to go to the Fort, and tried

%

~*
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to persuade them to go southward to the woods, whiue

he said ho could maintain himself all the winter by

killing deer. ^' In consequence of this behavior, and

the expression of his countenance, I requested liiit

(says liichardson) to leave us, and to go to the south

ward by himself. This proposal increased his ill-na-

ture; he threw out some obscure hints of freeing

himself from all restraint on the morrow ; and I over

heard him muttering threats against Hepburn, whom
he openly accused of having told stories against him.

He also, for the first time, assumed such a tone of

superiority ^n addressing me, as evinced that he con-

sidered us to be completely in his power ; and he gave
vent to several expressions of hatred toward the wliite

people, some of whom, he said, had killed and eaten

his uncle and two of his relations. In short, taking

every circumstance of his conduct into consideration,

I came to the conclusion that he would attempt to

destroy us on the first opportunity that offered, and
that he had hitherto abstained from doing so from liis

ignorance of liis way to the Fort, but that he would
never suffer us to go thither in company with him.

Hepburn and I were not in a condition to resist even
an open attack, nor could we by any device escape

from him— our united strength was far inferior to his;

and, beside his gun, he was armed with two pistols,

an Indian bayonet, and a knife.
" In the afternoon, coming to a rock on which there

was some ti'lpe de roclie^ he halted, and said he would
gather it while we went on, and that he would soon

overtake us.

" Hepburn and I were now leflt together for the first

time since Mr. Hood's death, and he acquainted me with

several material circumstances, which he had obsei'ved

of Michel's behavior, and which confirmed me in the

opinion that there was no safety for us except in his

death, and he offered to be the instrument of it. I de-

termined, however, as I was thoroughly convinced of

the necessity of such a dreadful act, to take the whole
responsibility upon myself; rnd innned lately upon Mi

m^
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On tlie 7th of November tliey wero relieved from

their privations and sufferings by the arrival of throe

Indians, bringing a supply of dried meat, some fat, and

a few tongues, which luul been sent off by Back with

all haste fi'om Akaitcho's encampment on the oth.

These Indians nursed and attended them with th«i

greatest care, ch.'ansed tho house, collected fire-wood,

and studied every means for their general comfort. Their

suiferings were now at an end. On the 2(lth of Novcm-
ho.v they arrived at the encampment of the Indian chief,

Akaitcho. On the 6th of December Belanger and an-

other Canadian arrived, bi'iiiging further supplies, and
letters from England, from Mr. Back, and their former

companion, Mr. Wentzel.

The dispatches from England ancounced the success-

ful termination of Captain Parry's voyage, and the pro-

motion of Captain Franklin, Mr. Back, and of poor Mr.
Hood.
On the 18th they reached the Hudson's Bay Compa-

ny's establishm(!nt at Moose Deer Island, where they

joined their friend Mr. Back. They remained at Foit

Chipewyan until June of the following year.

It is now necessary to relate tho story of Mr. Back's

joi:rney, which, like the rest, is a sad tale of suffering

and privation.

Having been directed, on the 4tli of October, 1821,

to proceed with St. Germain, Belanger, and Beaupar-
lant to Fort Entei'prise, in the hopes of obtaining relief

for the party, he set ont. Up to the 7th they met with
a little fj'ipe rleroche^ but this failing them they weie
compelled to satisfy, or I'ather allay, the cravings of

hunger, by eating a gun-covor and a pair of old shoes.

The grievous disappointment experienced on arriving

at the house, and finding it a deserted ruin, cannot bo

told.

""Without the assistance of the Indians, bereft of

cvei'v resource, we felt ourselves," says Mr. B'<.ck, " re-

duced to the most miserable state, which was rendered
still worse from the recollection that our friends in the

rear wore as miserable as onr«cl ros. For the moment,
D
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however, hunger prevuiled, luid each began to £;naw

the scraps of j)utri(l and frozen meat and KKin tliat were
lying about, without waiting to i)r(;[»are them." A lire

was, however, atlerward made, and the neck and bones
of a deer found in the house were boiled and devoured.

After resting a day at the house, Mr. Back puslied on
witii Ijis companions in search of the Indians, leaving a

note for Captain Franklin, informing him if he failed in

meeting with the Indians, he intended to push <»n for

the first trading establislnnent— distant about \W
miles— and send us succor from thence. On the lltli

he set out on the journey, a few old skins having been
first collected to serve as food.

On the 13th and Mth of October they had nothing

whatever to eat. Belanger was sent off with a note to

Franklin. On the 15th they were fortunate enough to

fall in with a partridge, the bones of which were eaten,

and the remainder reserved for bait to fish with.

Enough tripe de roche was, however, gathered to make
a meal. Beauparlant now lingered Ibehind, worn out

by extreme weakness. On the 17th a number of crows,

perched on some high pines, led them to believe that

some carrion was near ; and on searching, several heads
of deer, half buried in the snow and ice, without eyes

or tongues, were found. An expression of " Oh, merci-

ful God, w(^ are saved," broke from them both and with

feelings more easily imtigined than described, they

shook hands, not knowing what to say for joy.

St. Germain was sent back, to bring up Beauparlant,

for whose safety Back became very anxious, but he

found the poor fellow frozen to death.

The night of the 17th was cold and clear, but they

could get no sleep. " From the pains of having eaten,

we suffered (observes Back) the most excruciating tor-

ments, though I in particular did not eat a quarter of

what would have satisfied me ; it might hav^e been from
having eaten a quantity of raw or frozen sinews of the

legs of deer, which neither of us could avoid doing, su

great was our hunger."

On the following: dav Belanger returned f'(imishin<'
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witli hunger, and told of the, pitiiil)le Btate of Franklin

[luced party. J

next, tried to ur<re on his companions toward the object

mid his reduced party. J3acK, both this day and the

pitiu

!K, b<

of their journey, but ho could not conquer their Btwh-

l)orn detenninations. Tiiey said they were unable !(•

proceed fr<»ni weakness ; knew not the way ; that Back
wanted to expose thoni again to death, and in fact loi-

tered greedily about tlie remnants of the deer till the

end of the month. " ft was not without the greatest

difficulty that I could restrain the men from eating ev-

ery scrap they found ; th<Migli th<;y were well aware (»t'

the necessity there was of being economical in our pn-s-

•nt situation, and to save whatever they could for oiii

journey, yet they could not resist the temptation ; and
whenever my back was turned they seldom failed to

snatch at the nearest piece to them, whether cooked or

raw. Having collected with great care, and by self-

denial, two small packets of dried meat or sinews sulii-

cieiit (for men who knew what it was to fast) to last for

eight days, at tlie rate of one indifferent meal per day,

they set out on tlie 30th. On the 3d of Nov« mber they

came on the track of Indians, and soon reached the

tents of Akaitcho and his followers, when food was
obtained, and assistance sent off to Franklin.

In July they reached York Factory, from whence
they had started three years before, and thus terminated
a journey of 5550 miles, during which human courage
and patience were exposed to trials such as few can
bear with fortitude, unless, as is seen in Franklin's in-

.teresting narrative, arising out of reliance on the ever
sustaining care of an Almighty Providence.

Parky's First Voyage, 1819-1820.

TiiE Admiralty having determined to continue the

progress of discovery in the Arctic seas, Lieut, W. E.

Parry, who had been second in command under Capt.
Ross, in the voyage of the previous year, was selected

to take charge of a new expedition, consisting of the

riochi and Griper. The chief object of this voyage was
t'» pursue the survey of Lancaster Sound, and decidu

11*^
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on the probability of a nortb west passage in tiiat diroc

tion; failing in which, Smi^b's and Jones' Sonn
were to be explored, with the same purpose in vjev.

The respective officers appointed to the shii^

were—
Hecla^ 375 tons

:

Lieut, and Commander— W. E. Parry.
Lieutenant— Fred. W. Beechey.
Captain— E. Sabine, R. A., Astronomer.
Purser— W. H. Hooper.
Surgeon— John Edwards.
Assistant Surgeon — Alexander Fisher.

Midshipmen— James Clarke Ross, J. Ni.a8, "W. J

Dealy, Cliarles Palmer, John Bushnan.
Greenland Pilots — J. Allison, master ; G. Craw

furd, mate.

44 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c.
Total complement, 58.

Gripe7\ 180 tons:

Lieutenant and Commander— Matthew Liddon.
Lieutenant— H. P. Hoppner.
Assistant Surgeon— C. J. Beverley.

Midshipmen— A. Eeid, A. M. Skene, W. iS

Griffiths.

Greenhmd Pilots— George Fyfe, master ; A. Eld
mate.

28 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c.
Total complement, 36„

The ships were raised upon, strengthened, and well

I'ound in stores and provisions for two years. On tlie

Iltl) of May, 1819, they got away from the Thames,
and alter a fair passage fell in with a considerable quan-

tity of ice in the middle of Davis' Straits about the

20th of June ; it consisted chiefly of fragments of ice-

bei'gp, on the outskirts of the glaciers that fomi along
the r,i ore. After a tedious passage through the floes

of ice, effected chiefly by heaving and warping, they
arrived at PoRSossiou Bav on the morning of the 31st
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of July^ being just a month earlier than they were

liere on the previous year. As many as fifty whales

were seen here in the course of a few hours. On land-

ing, they were not a little astonished to find their own
footprints of the previous year, still distinctly visible in

the snow. During an excursion of three or four miles

into the interior, a fox, a raven, several ring-})lovers

and snow-buntings, were seen, as also a bee, froin which

it may be inferred that honey can be procured even in

tliese wild regions. Vegetation flourishes remarkably

well here, conside: ''ng the high latitude, for wherever

there was moisture, tufts and various ground plants

grew in considerable abundance.

Proceeding on from hence into the Sound, they veri-

fied the opinion which had previously been entertained

by many of the officers, that the Croker Mountains
had no existence, for on the 4th of August, the ships

were in long. 86° 56' W., three degrees to the westward
of where land had been laid down by Koss in the pre-

vious year. The strait was named after Sir John Bar-

row, and was found to be pretty clear ; but on reach-

ing Leopold Island, the ice extended in a compact body
to the north, through which it was impossible) to pene-

trate. Rather than remain inactive, waiting for the

dissolution of the ice. Parry determined to try what
could be done by shaping his course to the soutliward,

throusrh the masniticent inlet now named Regent In-

let. About the 6th of August, in consequence of tiie

local attraction, the ordinary compasses l^ecamo use-

less from their great variation, and the binnacles were
removed from the deck to the carpenter's store-room as

useless lumber, the azimuth compasses alone remain-
ing ; and these became so sluggish in their motions,

that they required to be verv nicely leveled, and fre-

quently tapped before the card traversed. The local at-

traction was very great, and a mass of iron-stone found
on shore attracted the magnet powerfjilly. The ships

proceeded 120 miles from the entrance.

On the 8th of August, in lat. 72° 13' N., and long.
90° 29' W., (his extreme point of view Parry named
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Cape Kater,) the Hecla came to a compact barrier of

ice extending across the inlet, which rendered one of

two alternatives necessary, either to remain here until

an opening took place, or to return again to the nortli-

ward. The latter course was determined on. Making,
therefore, for the northern shore of Barrow's Strait, on

the 20th a narrow channel was discovere<l between the

ice and the land. On the 22d, proceeding due west,

after passing several bays and headlands, tney noticed

two large openings or passages, the first of which, more
than ei'^ht leagues in width, he named Wellington
Channel. To various capes, inlets, and groups of isl-

and"^ passed. Parry assigned the names of Hotliam,

Barlow, Cornwall is, Bowen, Byam Martin, Giittitli,

Lowther, Brthurst, &c. On the 28th a boat was sent

on shore at Byam Martin Isla.^J with Capt. Sabine,

Mr. J. C, Ross, and the surgeons, to make observations,

and collect specimens of natural history. The vegeta-

tion was ratner luxuriant for these regions; moss in

])articular grew in abundance in the moist valleys and
along the oanko of the streams that flowed from the

liills. The ruins of six Esquimaux huts were observed.

Tracks of reind/;er, bears, and musk oxen were noticed,

and the skelotons, skulls, and horns of some of these

animals were found.

On the Ist of September, they discovered the large

and fine island, to which Parry haq given the name of

Melville Island after the First Lord of the Admiralty
of that day. On the following day, two boats v/ith a

party of officers were dispatchea to examine its shores.

Some reindeer and musk oxen were seen on landing,

but being startled by the sight of a dog, it was found

impossible to get near them. There seemed here to be

a great quantity of the animal tribe, for the tracks of

bears, oxen, ana deer were numerous, and the lioruH,

skin, and skulls were also found. The burrows of foxes

and field-mice were observed; several ptarmigan were
shot, and flocks of snow-bunting, geose, and ducks, were
noticed, probably commencing their migrntlon to a

milder ciimate. Along the beach there was an im-
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niense number of small shrimps, and v8.rious kinds of

shells.

On the 4th of September, Parryhad the satisfaction

of crossing the meridian of 110° W., in the latitude of

74° 44' 20 ', by which the expedition became entitled

to the reward of J65000, granted by an order in Coun-

cil upon the Act 68 Geo. III., cap. 20, entitled, "An
Act for more effectually discovering the longitude at

sea, an«i encouraging attempts to find a northern pas-

nage between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, ancl to

ap])roach the North Pole." This fact was not announced

to the crews until the following day ; to celebrate the

event they gave to a bold cape of the island then lying

in sight the name of Bounty Cape; and so anxious

were they now to press forward, that they began to

calculate the time when they should reach the longi-

tude of l.SO'' W., the second place specified by the order

in Council for reward. On the afternoon of the 5th,

the compactness of the ice stopped them, and therefore,

for the first time since leaving England, the anchor wao
let go, and tliat in 110° W. longitude.

A boat was sent on shore on the 6th to procure turf

(ir peat for fuel, and, strangely enough, some small

pieces of tolerably good coal were found in various

places scattered over the surface. A party of officers

that went on shore on the 8th killed several grouse on

the island, and a white hare ; a fox, some field-mice,

several snow-bunting, a snowy owl, and four musk oxen
were seen. Ducks, In small flocks, were seen along the

sliore, as well as several glaucous gulls and tern, and a
solitary seal was observed.

As the ships were coasting along on the 7th, two
herds of musk oxen were seen grazing, at the distance

of about three-quarters of a 'uile from the beach : one
fierd consisted of nine, and che other of fi^ e of these

cattle. They had also a distant view of tw< reindeer

The average weight of the hares here is about eight

pounds. Mv. Fisher, the surgeon, from whose interest-

inn journal T (juote, states tha^. it is very evident that

this island must be t're(|uent.ed, if not constantly inlial)-
m:
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ited, by musk oxen in great numbers, for their bones and
boms are found scattered about in all directions, and
the greatest part of the carcass of one was discovered

on one occasion. The skulls of two carnivorous ani

mals, a wolf and a lynx, were also picked up here. A
party sent to gather coals brought on board about half

a bushel—all they could obtain.

On the morning of the 10th, Mr. George Fyfe, the

master pilot, with a party of six men belonging to the
( 7 riper, landed with a view of making an explormgtrip
of some fifteen or twenty miles into the interior. They
only took provisions for a day with them. Great un-

easiness was felt that they did not return ; and when
two days elapsed, fears began to be entertained for

their safety, and it was thought they must have lost

their way.
Messrs. Eeid, (midshipman) Beverly, (assistant sur-

geon) and Wakeman (clerk) volunteered to go in search

of their missing messmates, but themselves lost their

way
;
guided by the rockets, fires, and lights exhibited,

tliey returned by ten at night, almost exhausted witlj

cold and fatigue, but without intelligence of their friends.

Four relief parties vere therefore organized, and sent

out on the morning of the 13th to prosecute the search,

and one of them fell in with and brought back four of

the wanderers, and another the remaining three before

nightfall.

The feet of most of them were much frost-bitten, and
they were all wearied and worn out with their wander-
ings. It appears they had all lost their way the eve-

ning of the aay they went out. With regard to food,

they were by no means badly off;, for they manage^ to

kill as many grouse as they could eat.

They found fertile valleys and level plains in the in-

terior, abounding with gi'ass and moss ; also a lake of

fresh water, about two miles long by one broad, in which

were several species of trout. They saw several herdo

of reindeer on the plains, and f-T e^k ; also many
haves, but no nvusk cxen. Sr„ wv c{ iUu.e. jwever, who
had br-on in search of the 8'

> •* i ulv, nc^i >i herds (J

tlK^pt^ cnttle.

'*'
''i'f.

>'*;.'
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The winter now began to set in, and the ]i5ick((] ice

was so thick, that fears were entertained of being locked

up in an exposed position on the coast ; it was, there-

fore, thought most prudent to put back, and endeiu ur

to reach the harbor which had been passed some da} s

before- The vessels now got seriously l)uffeted uiiiong

tiie tioes and hummocks of ice. The Griper was forced

aground on the beach, and for some time was in a \cry

critical position. Lieutenant Liddou having been con-

tined to his cabin by a rheumatic complaint, was pi esscd

at this juncture by Commander Parry to allow liiinselt

to be removed to the Hecla, but he nobly refused, slatui;^

t'hat he should be the last to leave the ship, and contin-

ued giving orders. The beach being sand, the CJ riper

was got on without injury.

On the 23d of September they anchored off tiie

mouth of the harbor, and the thermometer now fi;ll to

1°. The crew were set to work to cut a channel tlirougli

the ice to the shore, and in the course of three duy>, a

canal, two and a half miles in length, was completed,
through which the vessel was tracked. The ice w as

eight or nine inches thick. / ri extra allowance of pre-

served meat was served out to the men, in considera-

tion of their hard labor. The vessels were unriggyd,
and every thing made snug and secure for passing tin;

winter. Captain Parry gave the name of the North
Georgian Islands to this group, after his Majesty, King
George III., but this has since been changed to the

Parry Islands.

Two reindeer were killed on the let of October, and
several white bears were seen. On the 6th a deer was
killed, which weighed 170 pounds. Seven were seen]
on the 10th, one of which was killed, and another sc I

verely wounded. Following after this animul, night
overtook several of the sportsmen, and the usual sig-

nals of rockets, lights, &c. were exhibited, to guide
them back. One, John Pearson, a marine, had his

hands so frost-bitten that he was obliged, on the 2d of
November, to have the four fingers ofhis left hand am-
putated, A wolf and four reindeer were seen on the

« D*

ril'-i
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14th. A herd of fifteen deer were Keen on the 16tb;

Itut those who saw them could not bring down any, as

their fowline-pieces missed fire, from the moistm-o
freezing on the locks. On the ITth and 18th herds of

eleven and twenty respectively, were seen, and a small

one was shot. A fox was caught on the 29th, which is

described as equally cunning with his brethren of the

temperate regions.

To make tlie long winter pass as cheerfully as possi-

ble, plays were acted, a school established, and a news-
])aper set on foot, certainly the first periodical publica-

tion that h •

' eve: 'ssued f^- m the Arctic regions. The
title I'"-' L's u.- i-^dl, '

1 0* orial duties of which were
unde 1 C^^ti"; cabine, ^vas "The "Winter

^ UiQ 1.

;:gu. ^ azette." The first nnm-
ovember.

Chr* :<icl(^ 0.-

ber '1 If: ^<s

On f' ^ •. lii i.>
* 1,1 'J ' t,ii of November the farce of

^'Mi.- in er Tee.^ " w«,.,:i brought out, to the great
amnsi ncnc of the o^i\|.-:.' companies, and, considering
the loi'a. difficulties anc disadvantages under which the

performers labored, their first essay, acco^ling to the

officers' report, did them infinite credit. Two hours
were spent very happily in their theater on the quarter-

deck, notwithstanding the thermometer outside the ship

stood at zero, and within as low as the freezing point,

except close to the stoves, where it was a little higher.

Another play was performed on the 24th, and so on
every fortnight. The men were employed during the

day in banking up the ships with snow.
On the 23d of December, the officers performed " The

Mayoa* of Garrett," which was followed by an after-

piece, written by (Captain Parry, entitled the "JSTorth-

VV est Passage, or i he Yovage Finished." The sun hav-
ing long since departecf, the twilight at noon was so

clear that books in the smallest print could be distinctly

read.

On the 6th of January, the farce of " Bon Ton " woa
performed, with the tberniometer at 27^ below zero.

—

The cold became more and more intense. On the 12th

it was 5V bel( w zero, in the open air ; brandy froze t«
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the consistency uf lioney; when tasted in tliis state it

left a smarting on tlie tongue. The greatest cold expe-

rienced was on the 14th of January, when the ther-

mometer fell to 52° below zero. On the 3d of Febi'u

ary, the sun was first visible above the horizon, after

eighty-foar days' absence. It was seen ti'om the main-

top of the ships, a height of about fifty-one feet above
the sea.

On the forenoon of the 24th a fire broke out at the

storehouse, which was used as an observatory. All

hands proceeded to the spot to endeavor to subdue the

fiames, but having only snow to throw on it, and the

mats with which the interior was lined bein^y very dry,

it was found impossible to extinguish it. The snow,
however, covered the astronomical instruments and se-

cured them from the fire, and when the roof had been
])nlled down the fire had burned itself out. Consider-

able as the fire was, its influence or heat extended but
a very short distance, for several of the ofiicers and
men were frost-bitten, and confined from their eftbrts

for several weeks. John Smith, of the Artillery, who
was Captain Sabine's servant, and who, together with

Sergeant Martin, happened tc be in the house at tlio

time the fire broke out, suftered much more severely.

In their anxiety to save the dipping needle, which was
standing close to the stove, and of which they knew
the value, they immediately ran out with it; and Smith
not having time to put on his gloves, had his fingers in

half an hour so benumbed, and the animation so com-
pletely suspended, that on his being taken on board
by Mr. Edwards, and having his hands plunged Into

a basin of cold water, the surface of the water was im-

mediately frozen by the intense cold thus suddenly
communicated to it; and notwithstanding the most hu-

mane and unremitting attention paid him by the med-
ica' gentlemen, it was found necessary, some time after,

to resort to the amputation of a part of four fingers

on one hand, i»,nd three on the other.

Parry adds, " the appearance which our faces pre-

s iifcYl at the fire was a curious one; almost every nose
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and cheek lijivin*r become quite white with frost bitea,

in live minutes after being exposed to the weather, so

that it was deemed necessary for the medical gentle-

men, together with some others appointed to assist

them, to go constantly round while the men were work
iiig at the lire, and to rub with snow the parts affected,

in order to restore animation."

The weather got considerably milder in March; on

the 6th the thermometer got up to zero for the firsi

time since the 17th of December. The observatory

house on slior'e was now rebuilt.

The vapor, which had been in a solid state on the

fihip's sidefi, now thawed below, and the crew, scraping

oif the coating of ice, removed on the 8th of March,
above a hundred bucketsfull each, containing from five

to six gallons, which had accumulated in less than a

month, occasioned principally from the men's breath,

and the steam of victuals at meals.

The scurvy now broke out among the crew,, and
promp'c measures were taken to remedy it. Captain
rarry took great pains to raise mustard and cress in

his cabin for the men's use.

On the 80th of April, the thermometer stood at tlie

freezing point, which it had not done since the 12th of

Septembei' last. On the 1st of May, the sun was seen

at midnight for the first time that season.

A survey was now taken of the provisions, fuel, and
stores; much of the lemon juice was found destroyed
from tiie bursting in the bo1;tles by the frost. Havins
been only vict:ialed for two years, and half that period

having expired. Captain Parry, as a matter of prudence
i-educed all hands to two-thirds allowance of all sorts of

provisions, except meat and sugar.

The crew were now set to work in cutting away the

ice round the ships : the average thickness was found
to be seven feet. Many of the men who had been out

on excursicTis began to suffer much from snow blind-

ness. The sensation when first experienced, is de-

scribed as like that felt when dust or sand gets into

the eyes They were, however, cured in the course of
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two or three clays by keeping the eyes covered, and
batliing them occasionally with sugar of lead, or some
other cooling lotion.

To prevent the recurrence of the complaint, the men
wer(3 ordered to wear a piece of crape or som^i substi-

tute for it over the eves.

The channel round the ships was completed by the

17th of May, and they rose nearly two feet, having
been kept down by the pressure of the ice round th(3iii,

although lightened during the winter by the consump-
tion of food and fuel. On tlie 24th, they were aston-

ished by two showers of rain, a mos* extraordinary
phenomenon in these regions. Symptoms of scurvy
again appeared among tiie crew ; one of the seamen
who had been recently cured, having imprudently been
in the habit of eating the fat skimmings, or "slush," in

which salt meat had been boiled, and which was served

out for their lamps. As the hills in many places now be-

came exposed and vegetation commenced, two or three

pieces of ground were dug up and sown with seeds of

radishes, onions, and other vegetables. Captain Parry
determined before leaving to make an excursion across

the island for the purpose of examining its size, bound-
aries, productions, &c. Accordingly on the 1st of »Tune,

an expedition was organized, consisting of the com-
mander, Captain Sabine, Mr. Fisher, the assistant-sur-

geon, Mr. John Nias, midshipman of the Hecla, and
Mr. Beid, midshipman of the Griper, with Xavo ser

geants, and five seamen and marines. Three weeks
provisions were taken, which, togetlier with two tents

wood for fuel, and other articles, weighing in all aboui

800 lbs., w as drawn on a cart prepared for the purpose
by the men.
Each of the officers carried a knapsack with hie own

private baggage, weighing from 18 to 24 lbs., also liis

f!;v.n. and ammunition. The party started in high glee,

under three hearty cheers from their comrades, sixteen

of whom accompanied them for five miles, carrying

their knapisaeks and drawing the cart for them.
ru.'y tmvtiled by iiig'^t, takinj^ )i\it by day, as it W5><

•ill

* m
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found to be warmer for sleep, and they hud only a cov

cM-ing of a single blanket each, beside the clothes they

had on.

On the 2d, they came to a small lake, about hnlf a

mile long, and met with eider-ducks and ptamiigau
;

seven of the latter were shot. From the top of a I'anoje

of hills at which they now arrived, they could see the

masts of the ships in Winter Harbor with the naked
eye, at about ten or eleven miles distant. A vast plain

was also seen extending to the northward and west-

ward.
The party breakfasted on biscuit and a pint of gruel

each, made of salep powder, which was found to be a
very palatable diet. Reindeer with their fawns were
met with.

They derived great assistance in dragging their cart

by rigging upon it one of the tent-blankets as a sail, a

truly nautical contrivance, and the wind favoring tliem,

they made great progress in this v/ay. Captain Sabine
being taken ill with a bowel complaint, had to be con-

veyed on this novel sail carriage. They, however, had
some ugly ravines to pass, the crossings of which were
very tedious and troublesome. On the 7th the party
came to a large bay, which was named after their ships,

Ilecla and Griper iBay. The blue ice was cut througli

by hard work with boarding pikes, the only instruments
they had, and after digging fourteen and a half feet,

the water rushed up ; it was not very salt, but sufticient

fco satisfy them that it was the ocean. An island seen
in the distance was named after Captain Sabine ; some
of the various points and capes were also named after

otliers of the party. Although this shore was found
blocked lip with such heavy ice, there appear to be time?
when there is open water here, for a piece of iir wood
seven and a half feet long, and about the thickness of

a man's arm, was found about eighty yards inland from
the hummocks of the beach, and aboi/t thirty feet above
the level of the sea. Before leaving the shore, a monu-
ment of stones, twelve feet high, was erected, in which
wrid deposited, in a tin cylinder, an account of their

I
I
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>iv coedings, a few coins, and several naval buttonn.

'lie expeaition now turned back, shaping its course in

a more westerly direc- ion, toward some high hlne iiills,

wliicli had long been in sight. On many days sever,ui

ptarmigans were shot. The horns and tracks of deer

were very numerous.

On the 11th they came in sight of a deep gulf, to

which Lieutenant Liddon's name was given; tlie two
ctipes at its entrance being called after Beechoy and
I ioppner. In the center was an island about threes j iiur-

ters of a mile in length, and rising abiuptly to tlio

height of TOO feet. The shores of the gulf were very

rugged and precipitant, and in descending a steep hill,

the axle-tree of their curt broke, and they had to leave

it behind, taking the body with tiiem, however, tor fuel.

The wheels, which were loft on the spot, may astonish

some future adventurer who discovers them. The stores,

ifec, were divided among the officers and men.
Making their way on tlie ice in the gulf, the island in

the center was explored, and named aftjr Mr. Hooper,
the purser of the Ilecla. It was found to be of sand-

stone, and very barren, rising perpendicularly fi'om the

west side. Four fat geese were killed here, t .id a great

many animals were seen around the gu^ f ; some atten-

tion being paid to examining its shores, &c., a fine open
valley was discovered, and the tracks of oxen and
deer were very numerous ; the pasturage appeared to

be excellent.

On the 13th, a few ptarmigan and golden plover were
killed. No less than thirteen deer in one herd were
seen, and a musk ox for the first time in this season.

The remains of six Esc^uimaax huts were discovered
about 300 yards from the beach. Vegetation now ])e-

gan to flourish, the sorrel was found tar advanced, and
a species of saxifrage was met with in blo&som. They
reached the ships on the evening of the 15th, aft(^r a

journey of about 180 miles.

The ships' crews, during their absence, had been occu-

pied in getting ballast in and re-st wing the hold.

Shouting parties were now sent ut in various dii-e(>

m
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tions to procure game. Dr. Fisher gives an interustiii',

account of his ten days' excursion with a couple of men.
Tlie deer were not so numerous as they expected to find

them. About thirty were seen, of which his pai-ty

killed but two, which were very lean, weighing only,

when skinned and cleaned, 60 to 60 lbs. A couple of

wolves were seen, and some foxes, with a great many
hares, four of which were killed, weighing from 7 to 8

lbs. The aquatic birds seen were— brent geese, kir<i;

ducks, lonff-tailed ducks, and arctic and glaucous gulls.

The land birds were ptarmigans, plovers, sandenings
and snow buntings. The geese were pretty numerouK
for the first few days* but got wild and wary on being

disturbed, keeping in the middle of lakes out of gun-

shot. About a dozen were, however, killed, and fitfeer

ptarmigans. These birds are represented to be so stu-

pid, that all seen may be shot. Dr. Fisher was sur-

prised on his return on the 29th of June, after his ten

days' absence, to find how much vegetation had ad

vanced ; the land being now completely clear of snow,

was covered with the purple-colored saxifrage in bios

sora, with mosses, and with sorrel, and the grass was
two to three inches long. The men were sent out twico

a week to collect the sorrel, and in a few minutes enougli

could be procured to make a salad for dinner. After

being mixed with vinegar it was regularly served ont

to the men. The English garden seeds that had been

sown got on but slowly, ana did not yield any produce
in time to be used.

On the 30th of June Wm. Scott, a boatswain's mate,

who had been afflicted with scurvy, diarrhoea, &c.,

died, and was buried on the 2d of July— a slab ot

sandstone bearing an inscription carved by Dr. Fisher,

being erected over his grave.

From observations made on the tide during two

months, it appears that the greatest rise and fall li ?re

is four feet four inches. A. large pile of stones w;

erected on the 14th of July, upon the most conspicuou;

hill, containing the usual notices, coins, &c., and on :i

large stone an inscription was left, notifying the wiiitoj

\n(*; oi' the ships here.

iH
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On the l8t of August, tl c ships, wliicli had been pre-

viously warped out, got clear ot the harbor, and found

a channel, both eastward and westward, clear of ice,

about three or four miles in breadth alon^ the land.

On the 6th they landed on the island, and in the

course of the night killed fourteen hares and a number
of glaucous gulls, which were found with their young
on the top ot a precipitous, insulated rock.

On the 9th the voyagers had an opportunity of ob-

serving an instance oY the violent pressure that takes

place occasionally by the collision of heavy ice. " Two
pieces," says Dr. Fisher, " that happened to come in

contact close to us, pressed so forcibly against one an-

other that one of them, although forty-two feet thick,

and at least three times that in length and breadth, was
forced up on its edge on the top of another piece of ice.

But even this is nothing when compared with the pros-

sure that must have existed to produce the etiects that

^ve see along the shore, for not only heaps of earth and
stones several tons weight are forced up, but hummocks
of ice, from fitly to sixty feet thick, are piled up on the

beach. It is unnecessary to remark that a ship, although

fortified as well as wood and iron could make her, would
have but little chance of withstanding such over-

whelming force."

This day a musk- >x was shot, which weighed more
\han 700 lbs.; the carcass, when skinned and cleaned,

yielding 421 lbs. of meat. The fl-esh did not taste so

veiy strong of musk as had been represented.

The ships made but slow progress, being still thickly

beset with flo( s of ice, 40 or 50 feet thick, and had to

make fast for security to hummocks of ice on the beach.

On the 15th and 16th they were off the southwest

point of the island, but a survey of the locality from
the precipitous c'iff of Cape Dundas, presented the

same interminable barrier of ice, as far as the eye could
reach. A bold high coast was sighted to the southwest,
to which the name of Bank's Land was given.

Captaii\ Parry states that on the 23d the ships re-

ceived by far the heaviest shocks thoy had experienced
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Soinid. After touching at Clyde's River, where tliey

met a good-natured tribe of Es([uiniaux, the ships made
the best ot their way across the vVthmtic, and after a

somewhat boisterous passage, Commodore Parry landed

at Peterhaad on the 3Uth of October, and, accompanied

by Capt. Sabine and Mr. Hooper, posted to Londou.

Parry's Seoonb Voyage, 1821—1823.

TifE experience which Capt. Parry had formed in his

previous voyage, led him to entertain the opinion that

a communication might be found between Regent Inlet

and Roe's Welcome, or through Repulse Bay, and thence

to the northwestern shores. Tlie following are his re-

marks :
—" On an inspection of the charts I think it

will also appear probable that a communication will

one day be found to exist between this inlet (Prince

Regent's) and Hudson's Bav, either through the broad
and unexplored channel called Sir Thomas Roe's Wel-
come, or through Repulse Bay, which has not yet been
satisfactorily examined. It is also probable that a chan-

nel will be found to exist between the western land and
the northern coast of America." Again, in another

l)lace, he says :
—" Of the existence of a northwest

jmssage to the Pacific it is now scarcely possible to

doubt, and from the succesr w^iich attended our effoi'ts

in 1819, after passing th' - ugh Sir James Lancaster's

Sound, we were not unicasonable in anticipating its

complete accomplishment. But the season in which it

is practicable to navigate the Polar Seas does not exceed
seven weeks. From all that we observed it seems desir-

able that ships endeavoring to reach the Pacific Ocean
by this route should keep if possible on the coast of

America, and the lower m latitude that coast may be
found, the more favorable will it prove for the purpose

;

hence Cumberland Strait, Sir Thomas Roe's Welcome,
and Repulse Bay appear to be the points most worthy
of attention. I cannot, therefore, but consider that any
expedition equipped by Great Britain with this view

1
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ought tu employ its i)fcst eaeigies in attempting to pene-

trate from the eastern coast or America along its nortli-

<)rn shore. In consequence of ihe partial success which
has hitherto attendea our attempts, the whalers have
nlreadv extended their views, ana a new field has been
opened for one of the most laciative branches of our
commerce, and what is scarcely of less importance, one
of the most valuable nurseries for seamen which Great
Britain possesses."*

Pleased with his former zeal and enterprise, and in

order to give him an opportunity of testing the truth

of his observations, a few months after he returned home,
the Admiralty gave Parry the command of another ex-

pedition, with instructions to proceed to Hudson's Strait,

and penetrate to the westward, until in Repulse Bay,
or on some other part of the shores of Hudson's Bay to

the north of Wager River, he should reach the western

coast of the continent. Failing in these quarters, he

was to keep along the coast, carefully examining every

bend or mlet, which should appear likely to afford a

practicable passage to the westward.
The vessels commissioned, with their officers and

crews, were the following. Several of the officers of the

former expedition were promoted, and those who had
been on the last voyage with Parry I have marked with

an asterisk:

—

Commander—*W. E. Parry.

Chaplain and Astront>mer— Rev. Geo. Fisher, (was
in the Dorothea, under Capt. Buchan, in 1818.)

Lieutenants—*J. ISTias and *A. Reid.

Surgeon— '^J. Edwards.
Purser—*W. H. Hooper.
Assistant-Surgeon— J. Skeoch.
Midshipmen—*J. C. Ross, *J. Buslman, J. Hendor

«ion, F. R. M. Crozier.

•PWry's First Voyage, yoL ii, pi 24QL
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Greenland Pilots—*J. Allison, master ; G. Crawturd,

mate.

47 Petty OiSBcers, Seamen, &c.
ToUil complement, 60.

Heola,

Commander—G. F. Lyon.
Lieutenants—*K. P. Hoppner and *0. Palmer.
Surgeon—*A. Fisher.

Purser— J. Germain.
Assistant-Surgeon — A. M'Laren.
Midshipmen —*W. N. Griffiths, J. Sherer, C. Rich-

ards, E. J. Bird.

Greenland Pilots—*G. Fife, master; *A. Elder, mate.

46 Petty Officers, seamen, &c.
Total complement, 58.

Lieutenant Lyon, the second in command, had ol)

tained some reputation from his travels in Tripoli,

Mourzouk, and other parts of Northern Africa, and wus
raised to the rank of Commander, on his appointment
tO the Hecla, and received his promotion as Captain,

ehen the expedition returned.

The ships were accompanied as far as the ice by
^he Nautilus transport, freighted with provisions and
stores, which were to be transhipped as soon as room
»vas found for them.
The vessels got away from the little Nore early on

rlie 8th of May, 1821, but meeting with strong gales
off the Greenland coast, and a boisterous passage, did
oot fall in with the ice until the middle of June.
On the 17th of June, in a heavy gale from the soiitli-

3^ard, the sea stove and carried away one of the qiuii-

ter boats of the Hecla. On the following day, in lat.

60° 53' N., long. 61° 39' W., they made the pack or

main body of ice, having many large bergs in and
near it. On the 19th, "Resolution Island, at the en-

trance of Hudson's Strait, was seen distant sixty-fonr

miles. Capt. Lyon state.';, (hat during cne of tliu

f;
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watches, u lai'jijo tVagiucnt wa« observed to tall fioiiN

an iceberg near the ilecla, which threw up the watei

to a great height, sending forth at the same time a

noise like the report of a great gun. From this ])e-

riod to the 1st of July, the ships were occupied in

clearing the Nautilus of her stores, preparatory to

lier return home, occasionally made fast to a berg, or

driven out to sea by gales. On the 2d, after runnini,'

through heavy ice, they again made Resolution Island,

and shaping their course for the Strait, were soon in-

troduced to the company of some unusually large ice-

bergs. The altitude of one was; 258 feet above the

surface of the sea; its total height, therefore, allowing

one-seventh only to be visible, must have been about

1806 feet! This however, is su])posing the base un
der water not to spread beyond the mass above water
The vessels had scarcely di-ifted j)a8t this floating

mountain, when the eddy tide carried them with gi-eat

rapidity among a cluster of eleven bergs of huge
size, and having a beautiful diversity of form. The
largest of these was 210 feet above the water, ineTh
floe ice was running wildly at the rate of three miles

an hour, sweeping the vessels past the bergs, against

any one of which, they might have received incalcu-

lable injury. An endeavor was made to make the

ships fast to one of them, (for all of them were aground,)

in order to ride out the tide, but it proved unsuccess-

ful, and the Fury had much diflSculty in sending a

boat for some men who were on a small berg, making
holes for her ice anchors. They were therefore swept
past and soon beset. Fifty-four icebergs were coimted
from the mast-head.

On the 3d, they made some progress through very
heavy fioes ; but on the tide turning, the loose ice flew

together with such rapidity and noise, that there was
barely time to secure the ships in a natural dock, bo-

fore the two streams met, and even then they received

some heavy shocks. Water was procured for use

from the pools in the floe to which the ships were
iMadc fast; and this being the first time of doing so,
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afforded great amusement to the novices, who, even

when it was their period of rest, preferred peltitig

eacli other with snow-balls, to going to ])e(l. Bntfet

ing with eddies, strong currents, and djingerous bergs,

they were kept in a state of anxiety and danger, for

a week or ten days. On one occasion, with th«e nros-

j^ect of being driven on shore, the pressure they ex-

])erienced was so great, that five hawsers, six inches

thick, were cariied away, and the best bower anciior

of the Hecla was wrenched from the bows, and broke

)ir at the head of the sliank, with as ;h f.ease ji

msteaa oi weighing upwara ot a ion, ii tuid been of

crockery ware. For a week they were embayed by
the ice, and during this period they saw t'lree strange

ships, also beset, under ICesolution Island, which they
contrived to join on the 16th of July, making fast to

'c floe near them. They proved to be the Hudson's Bay
Company's traders. Prince of Wales, and Kddystone,
with the Lord Wellington, chartered to convey IflO

natives of Holland, who were proceeding to settle on
Lord Selkirk's estate, at the Red River. "While
nearing these vessels, (says Lyon,) we observed the

settlers waltzing on deck, for above two hours, the

men in old-fashioned gray jackets, and the women
wearing long-eared mob caps, like those used by the

Swiss peasants. As we were surrounded by ice, and
the thermometer was at the freezing point, it may be
supposed that this ball, al vero fresco^ afforded us

much amusement." The Hudson's Bay ships had
left England twenty days after the expedition.

The emigrant ship had been hampered nineteen
days among the ice before she joined the others

;

and as this navigation was new to her captain and crew,
they almost despaired of evor getting to their jour-

ney's end, so varied and constant had been their im-
pediments. The Dutchmen nad, however, behaved
very philosophically during this period, and seemed
determined on being merry, n spite of the weather
and the dangers. Several marriages liad taken place,

the surp-eon, who wa:». acconi.vanvin^ them to the col-

< Iv
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ony, officiating as clergyman,) and many more were
in agitation ; each happy couple always deterring the

ceremony until a tine day allowed of an evening ball,

which was only terminated by a fresh breeze, or a fall

of snow.* On the 17th, the ships were separated by
the ice, and thev saw no more of their visitors. On
the 21st, they were only off the Lower Savage Islands.

In the evening they saw a very large bear lying on a

piece of ice, and two boats were instantly sent off in

chase. They approached very close before he took

to the water, when he swam rapidly, and made long
springs, turning boldly to face his pursuers. It wn,8

with difficulty he was captured. As these animals,

although very fat and bulky, sink the instant they die,

he was lashed to a boat, and brought alongside the

ship. On hoisting him in, they w^ere astonished to

find that his weight exceeded sixteen hundred pounds,
])eing one of the largest ever killed. Two instances,

only, of larger bears being shot are recorded, and
these were by Barentz's crew, in his third voyage, at

Cherie Ishifid, to whicli they gave the name of Bear
Island. The two bears killed then, measured twelve
and thirteen feet, while this one only measured eight

feet eight inches, from the snout to the insertion of the

tail. The seamen ate the flesh without experiencing
any of those baneful effects which old navigators at-

tribute to it, ard which are stated to have made three

of Barentz's people " so sick that we expected they
would have died, and their skins peeled off from
iiead to foot." Bruin was very fat, and having pro-

cured a tub of blubber from the carcass, it was thrown
over board, and the smell soon attracted a couple
of walruses, the first that had been yet seen.

They here fell in with a numerous body of the Eb
quimaux, who visited them from the shore. In less

than an hour the ships were beset with thirty "ka-
yaks," or men's canoes, and five of the women's large

boats, or " oomiaks." Some of the latter held up-

ward of twenty women. A most noisy but merry
barter instantly took place, the crew being as anxioua

* Lyon's Piivute Journal, p. 11.
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to purchase Esquimaux curiosities, as the natives were
to procure iron and European toys.

"It is quite out of my power, (observes Captain
Lyon,) to describe the shouts, yells, and laughter of

the savages, or the confusion which existed for two or

three hours. The females were at first very shy, and
unwilling to come on the ice, but bartered every thing

from their boats. This timidity, however, soon wore
off, and they, in the end, became as noisy and bois-

terous as the men." " It is scarcely possible, (he add>^)

to conceive any thing more ugly or disgusting tluin

the countenances of the old women, who had inflamed
eyes, wrinkled skin, black teetli, and, in fact, such a

forbidding set of features as scai'cely could be calle«l

human ; to which might be added their dress, which
was such as gave them the ai)pe!irance of aged ourajig-

outangs. Frobisher's crew may be ))ardoncd for hav-

ing, in such superstitious times a*^ a. d. 1576, taken
one of these ladies for a witch, of whom it is said,

'The old wretch whom our sailors supposed to be a

witch, had her buskins pulled off, to see if she was
cloven-footed ; and being very ugly and deformed, we
let her go.'

"

In bartering they have a singular custom of ratify-

ing the bargain, by licking the article ail over befoie

it is put away in security. Captain Lyon says he fre-

(piently shuddered at seeing the children draw a razor

over their tongue, as unconcernedly as if it had been
an ivory paper-knife. I cannot forbear quoting here
some humorous passages from his journal, which stand

out in relief to the scientific and nautical parts of the

narrative.

"The strangers were so well pleased in our society,

that they showed no wish to leave us, and when the

market had quite ceased, they began dancing and
l)laying with our people, ou the ice alongside. This
exercise set manv of their noses bleedinjj, and dii.cov-

ered to us a most nasty custom, which accounted for

tlieir gory faces, and which was. tliat as fast as the

blood ran down, thev scraped it with the lingers

7
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into their inouthe, appearing to consider it as a re-

IVoHliinent, or dainty, if we might judge by the zest

with which they Knuicked their lips at each supply."

"In order to amuse our new acquaintances as much
as possible, the tiddler was sent on the ice, where ho
instantly found a most delightful set of dancers, of

whom some of the women kept pretty good time.

Their only ligure consisted in stamping and jumping
witli all their might. Our musician, who was a lively

fellow, soon caught the infection, and begr.ii cutting

capers also. In a short time every one on tlie floe,

oflicers, men, and savages, were dancing together, and
exhibited one of the most extraordinary sights I ever

witnessed. One of our seamen, of a fresh, ruddy
complexion, excited the admiration of all the young
females, who patted his face, and danced around him
wherever he went.

"The exertion of dancing so exhilarated the Esqui-

maux, that they had the appearance of being boister-

ously drunk, and jdayed many extraordinary j^raidvs.

Among t)thers, it was a favorite joke to run slily be-

hind the seamen, and shouting loudly in one ear, to

give them at the same time a very smart slap on the

other. While looking on, I was sharjdy saluted in this

manner, and, of course, was quite startled, to the

great amusement of the bystanders : our cook, who
was a most active and unwearied jumper, became so

great a favorite, that every one boxed his ears so

soundly, as to oblige the poor man to retire from such
boisterous marks of ai)})robation. Among other

sports, some of the Esquimaux i-ather roughly, but
vvith great good humor, challenged our people to

wi'estle. One man, in particular, who had thrown sev-

eral of his countrymen, attacked an ofHcer of a very
strong make, hut the poor savage was instantly thrown,
and with no very easy fall

;
yet,^ although every one

was laughing at him, he bore it with exemplai-y good
iiumor. The same officer afforded us much divei'sion

by teaching a large i)arty of women to bow.c ..rtesy
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Khako i.ands, turn their toes out, and perform sun-

dry otlier pdito accoinplislnnents ; rljo whole party

iiiastei and pupils, jtrerierving theHtrictesI grj'vity.

''Toward midnight all our men, except the watch on

deck, turned in to their bedy, and the fatigued and
liungry Esquimaux returned to their bojits to take tlieir

suopcr, whicli consisted of lum[»s of raw (Icsh and blub-

ber of yeals, birds, entrails, A:c. ; licking tlu'ir lingers

with great zest, and with knives oi* Hngers scrai)ing ihe

blood and grease which ran down their chins into their

mouths."

Man)' other parties of the natives vvere fallen in with

(luring the slow progress of the ships, between Salisbury

and Xottingham Ishinds, who were e([ually as eager to

beg, barter, or thieve ; and the mouth wus the general

repository of most c»f the treasures they received ; nee-

dles, pins, nails, buttons, beadt], and other small etcete-

ras, being indiscriminately stowed there, but detractinf]j

in nowise from their volubility of speech. On the loth

of August the weather being calm and fine, norwhals or

sea-unicorns, were very numerous about the ships, and
boats were sent, but without success, to strike one.

There were sometimes as numy as twenty of these

beautiful iish in a shoal, lifting at times their immense
horn above the watej", and at others showing their

glossy backs, which were spotted in the manner of

coach dogs in England. The length of these Iish is

about fifteen feet, exclusive of the horn, which averages
five or six more.

Captain Parry landed and sle])t on Southampton Isl

and. His boat's crew caught in holes on the beach
sutticient sillocks, or vonn<j; coal-tish, to s(;r\'e for two
meals for the whole ship's company. During the niglii

white whales were seen lying in hundreds close to the

rocks, probably feeding on the sillocks. Aft«r carefully

examining Duke of York Bay, the ships got into the

Frozen Strait of Middleton on the morning of the 20th,

and an anxious day was (closed by passing an oi)ening

to tile southward, which was found to be Sir Thomas
Hoe's Welcome, and heaving to for the night off a ba}

. 'A
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to the northwest. The ships got well in to Repulse
Bay on the 22d, and a careful examination of it8 shores

was made by the boats.

Captains rarry and Lyon, with several oflicers from
each "^hip, landed and explored the northern shores,

while a boai examined the head of the bay. llie wa-
ters of a long cove are described by Captain Lyon as

toing absolutely hidden by the quantities of young
eider-ducks, which, under the direction of th;ir moth-
ers, were making their first essays in swimming.

Captain Lyon with a boat's crew made a trip of a

couple of days along some of the indents of the bay,

and discovered an inlet, which, however, on being en-

tered subsequently by the ships, proved only to be the

dividing channel between an island and the main-land,

about SIX miles i i length by one in breadth. Proceed-

ing to the northwara by Ilurd's channel, they exjjc

rienced a long rolling ground swell setting against them.

On the 28th, ascendmg a r^teep mountam, Captain i

Lyon discovered a noble bay, subsequently named Gor i

Bay, in which lay a fe^ / i&lands, and toward this the <

directed their course.

Captain Parry, who had been two days absent wit i

boats exploring the channel and shores of the etrait, r'^-

turned on the 29th, but set oft' again on the same day
with six boats to sound and examine more minute);-.

"When Parry returned at night, Mr. Griffiths, of tl e

Jlecla, brought on board a Targe doe, which he had
killed while swimming (among largo masses of ice) fro. a

isle to isle ; two others and a fawn were procured < n

shore by the Fury's vieople. The game law^s, as ih\ y
were laid down or^ the former voyage while winteris g
at Melville island, werr> ouce more put in force. The v3

" enacted that for the purpose of economizing the shi, '"s

provisions, all deer or musk-oxen killed should be

served out in lieu of the usual allowance of meat.

Hares, ducks, and other birds were not at this time to

be included. As an encouragement to spoitsmen, vlie

liead, legs, and oft'al of the larger animals were to bo

the perquisites of those wlio procured tlic carcasses 0)1
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fhe geueral good." " In the animalc of this day (ob*

Berves Lyon) we were convinced that our sportsmen

had not forgotten the latitude to which their perquisites

might legally extend, for the necks were made so long

as to encroach considerably on the vertebrae of the

back ; a manner of amputating the heads which had
l)een learned during the former voyage, and, no doubt

would be strictly acted up to in the present one."

While the ships on the 30th were proceeding through

this strait, having to contend with heavy wind and
wild ice, which with an impetuous tide ran against the

rocks with loud crashes, at the rate of five knots in the

center streum ; four boats towm^ astern were torn

away by the ice, and, with the men in them, were for

some time in great danger. The vessels anchored for

the night in a small nook, and weighing at daylight

he 31 st, they stood to the eastward, but Gore Bayoil

was found closely packed with ice, and mow of the in-

lets they passed were also beset.

A prevalence of fog, noi*therly wind, and heavy ice

in floes of some miles in circumference, now carried

the sliips, in spite of constant labor and i<xertions, in

three days, back to the very spot in FojCb Channel,
where a month ago they had commenced their opera-

tions. It was not till the 5th of September, that they
could again get forward, and then by one of the usual

changes in the navigation of these seay, the ships raa
well to the northeast unimpeded, at the rate of six

knots an hour, anchoring for the night at the mouth of

a large opening, which was named Lyon Inlet. The
next day they proceeded about twenty-five miles up
this inlet, which appeared to be about ei|i»nt miles broad.

Captain Parry pushed on with two boats to examine
tlie head of trie inlet, taking provisions for a week.
He returned on the 14th, having failed in finding any
outlet to the place he had been examining, which waa
very extensive, full of fiords and rapid ovei'falls of the
tide. He had procured a sufficiency of game to afford

his people a hot supper every evening, which, after the

constant labor of the day, was highly acceptable. H«

•i

I
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fell in alfio witli a small party of natives \t ho displayed

the usual thieving propensities. r

Animal food of all kinds was found to he very plen*

tiful in this locality. A tine salmon trout was brought

down by one of the officers from a lake in the moun-
tains. The crew of the Hecla killed in a fortnight four

deer, forty hares, eighty-two ptarmigan, fifty ducks,

three divers, three foxes, three ravens, four seals, er-

mines, marmottes, mice, &c. Two of the seals killed

were immense animals of the bearded species {Phoca
harbata^ very fat, weighing about eight or nine cwt.;

the others were the common species, {P. vituUna.)

Captain Parry again left in boats, on the 15th, to ex-

amine more carefully the land that had been jpassed so

rapidly on the 5th and Oth. Not finding him return

on the 24th, Captain Lyon ran down the coast to meet
him, and by burning blue lights, fell in with him at

ten that night It appeared he had been frozen up
for two days on the second evening after leaving.

When he got clear he ran down to, and sailed round.

Gore Bay, P,t that time perfectly clear of ice, but by
tlie next mo^-ning it was quite filled with heavy pieces,

which mucb impeded his return. Once more he was
frozen up iv a small bay, where he was detained three

days ; wn/^n, finding there was no chance of getting

out, in consequence of the rapid formation of young
ice, by ten hours' severe labor, the boats were carried

over a low point of land, a mile and a half wide, and
once more launched.

On the 6th of October, the impediments of ice con-

tinuing to increase, being met with in all its formations

of sludges or young ice, pancake ice and bay ice, a
small open bay within a cape of land, forming the

southeast extremity of an island off Lyon Inlet, was
sounded, and being found to be safe anchorage the ships

were brought in, and, from the indications which were
setting in, it was finally determined to secure them there

for the winter ; by means of a ciinal half a mile long,

which wa& cut, they were taken further into the bay.

The island was named Winter Isle.

Preparations were now made for occupation and
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fcmusement, so as to pass away pleasantly the period

of detention. A j^ood stock of tlieatrical dresses and

properties having been laid in by the officers before

leaving England, arrangements were made for perform-

ing plays fortniglitly, as on their last winter residence,

as a means of amusing the seamen, and in some degree

to break the tedious monotony of their confinement. As
there could be no desire or hope of excelling, every

officer's name was readily entered on the list of dra-

rnatis personcB^ Captain Lyon kindly undertaking the

difficufi office of manager. Those lad'ieH (says LyonJ
who had cherished the growth of their beards ana

whiskers, as a defense against the inclemency of the

climate, now generously agreed to do away with such

unfeminine ornaments, and every thing bade fair for a

most stylish theater.

As a curiosity, I may here put on record the play

bill for the evening. I nave added the ship to which

each officer belonged.

THEATER ROYAL,
WINTKB I8LB.
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The Public are respectfully informed tbat this little,

yet elegant Theater, will open for the season on Fri-

day next, the 9th of November, 1821, when will be
performed Sheridan's celebrated Comedy of

THE RIVALS.
Sir Anthony Absolute
Captain Ahsolute -

Sir Lucius 0^Trigger,

FaulMand, - - - -

Acres,

I^ay. -----.
David, - - - . -

Mrs. Mala^prop, - -

Julia)

Lydia Languish, • •

Lucy, . - - -

Captain Parry, {jFury.)

Captain liyon^Jjffeola.)

Mr. Crozier, {Fury^f
Mr. J. Edwards, (Fv/ry.)

Mr. J. Henderson, {Fury.)
Lieut, lloppner, {Hecla^
Lieut. Eeid, {Fury^
Mr. 0. Richards, {jtlecla.)

Mr. W. K. Hooper, {Fury.)
Mr. J. Sherer, {Ifecla.)

Mr. W. Mogg, {cVk qf Hecla.)
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Songs by Messrs. C. Paluier, (liecla,) and J. Hen-
tlerson, will be introduced in the course of the eve-

ning. >

On the 17th of December, a shivering set of actors

performed to a great-coatod, yet very cold audience,

the comedy of the " Poor Gentleman." A burst of

true English feeling was exhibited during the perform
ance of this play. lu the scene where Lieut. Worth-
ingtmi and Oor'poTal Foss recount in so animated a

manner their former achievements, advancing at the

same time, and huzzaing for " Old England," the

whole audience, with one accord, rose and gave three

most hearty cheers. They then sat down, and the

play continued uninterrupted.

On Christmas Eve, in order to keep the people
quiet and sober, two farces were performed, and the

phantasmagoria, (which had been kindly presented
anonymously to the ship* before leaving, by a lady,)

exhibited, so that the night passed merrily away.
The coldness of the weather proved no bar to the

performance of a play at the appointed time. If it

amused the seamen, the purpose was answered, but it

was a cruel task to performers. " In our green-room,

(says Lyon,) which was as much warmed as any other

part of the Theater, the thermometer stood at 16°, and
on a table which was placed over a stove, and about
six inches above it, the coffee froze in the cups. For
my sins, I was obliged to be dressed in the height of

the fashion, as Dioh Dowlas^ in the " Heir at Law,"
and went through the last scene of the play with
two of my fingers frost-bitten I Let those who have
witnessed and admired the performances of a Young,
answer if he could possibly ha/e stood so cold a recep-

tion."

Captain Parry ako states in his Journal, " Among
the recreations which afforded the highest gratifica-

tion to several among us, I may mention the musical
Darties we were enabled to muster, and which assem-
bled on stated eveniiijjjs throughout the winter, altai*
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nately in Commander Lyon's cabin, and in my own.

More skillful amateurs in music might well have smiled

at tliese, our humble confOiU, but it will not incline

them to think less of the science they admire, to be

assured that, in these remote and desolate regions of

the globe, it has often furnished us with the most
pleasurable sensations which our situation was capable

of aiibrding ; for, independently of the mere gratifica-

tion afforded to the ear by music, there is, perhaps,

scarcely a person in the world really fond of it, in

whose mind its sound is not more or less connected

with ' his far distant home.' There are always some
remembrances which render them inseparable, and
those associations are not to be despised, which, while

we are engaged in the performance of our duty, can
still occasionally transport us into the social circle of

our friends at home, in spite of the oceans that roll be-

tween us." But their attention was not confined to

mere amusements. Much to the credit of the seamen,
an application was made in each ship for permission

to open an evening school, which was willingly ac-

ceded to. Almost every man could read, and somo
could write a little, but several found that, from long
disuse, it was requisite to begin again.

Mr. Haise volunteered to superintend the classes in

the Fury; while Benjamin White,aseaman, wliohad been
educated at Christ's Hospital, offieiuted as schoolmaster

in the llecla, and those best qualified to assisi aided

in the instruction of their shipmates, who made rapid

progress undei' their tuition. On Christmas Day, Capt.

Lyon states that he received sixteen copies froi»". men,
who, two months before, scarcely knew their letters.

These little specimens were all well written, and sent

'ivith as much pride as if the writers had been good
little schoolboys, instead of stout and excellent seamen.
An observatory was erected on shore, for carrying

on magnetical, astronomical, and other scientific opera-

tions. Foxes were very plentiful about the ships ; fifteen

were caught in one trap in four hours on the night of

the 25t]i of Octobor, and above one hnnrlred wlto
KM
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either trapped or killed in the course of three mouths,
and yet there seemed but little diminution in their

numbers. Captain Lyon says he found them not bad
eating, the flesh much resembling that of kid. A pack
of thirteen wolves came occasionally to have a look at

tiie ships, and on one occasion broke into a snow-house
alongside, and walked off with a couple of Esquimaux
dogs confined there. Bears now and then also made
their ai)pearance.

A, very beautiful ermine walked on board the Hecla
one day, and was caught in a small trap placed on the

deck, certainly the flrst of these animals which was
ever taken alive on board a ship 400 yards from the

land. The ravenous propensities of even some of the

smallest members of the animal kingdom are exempli-
lied by the follov\'ing extract :

—
" We had foi- some time observed that in the lire-

hole, which was kept open in the ice alongside, a count-

less nmltitude of snutll shrimps were constantly rising

near the suiface, and we soon found that in twenty-four

hours they would clean, in the most beautiful manner,
tlie skeletons."

After attending divine service on Chi'lsta'as day, the

officers and crews sat down to the luxury of joints of

Englisli roast beef, which had been kept untainted by
being frozen, and the outside rubbed with salt. Cran-
berry pies and puddings, of every shape and size, with
a full allowance of spirits, followed, and, probably the

natural attendance of headaches succeeded, for tht

next morning it was deemed expedient to send all ths

people for a run on the ice, in order to put them ti>

rights ; but thick weather coming on, it became neces-

sary to recall them, and, ])ostponing the dinner hour,

they were all danced sober by one o'clock, the fiddler

being, fortunately, quite as he should be. During this

curious ball, a witty fellow attended as an old cake
woman, Avith lumps of frozen snow in a bucket ; and
such was the demand for his pies on this occasion, that

he was obliged to re])lonisli ])retty frequentiv. The
year Imd now c'vawn lo n close, and all enjoyfv* excel-
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lent health, and were blessed with good spirits, and zeal

for the renewal of their arduous exertions in the sum-

mer.

No si^ns of scurvy, tlie usual plague of such voy-

ages, had occurred, and by the plans of Captain Parry,

as carried out on the former voyage, a sufficiency of

mustai'd and cress was raised betwcjcn decks to afford

ill) hands a salad once, and sometimes twice a week.

The cold now became intense. Wine froze in tlie bot-

tles. Port was congealed into thin pink laminaj, which

lav loosely, and occu])ied the wliole length of the bot-

tle. AVhite wine, on the contrary, froze into a solid

and perfectly transparent mass, resembling amber.

On the 1st of February the monotony of their life

was varied by the arrival of a lai'ge pai'ty of Esqui-

maux, and an interchange of visits thenceforward took

place with this tribe, which, singuiai-ly enough, were
proverbial for their honesty. Ultinuitely, however,

they began to display some thievish j)ropcn8ities, for

on one evening in ]^iarcL a most shocking theft was
committed, which was no less than the last })iece of

English corned beef from the midshi])men's mess,

liau it been an 181b. carronade, or even one of the an-

chors, the thieves would have been welcome to it ; but

to purloin English beef in such a country was unpar-

donable.

On the 16th of March C;!. a in Lyon, lieutenant
Palmer, and a party of men, left the ship, with pro-

visions, tents, &c., in a large sledge, for an excursion
i>f three or four days, to examine the land in the neigh-

liorliood of the ships.

The first night's encami)ment was anything but com-
fortable. Their tent they found so cold, that it was
iletermined to make a cavern in the snow to slet'p in

;

nnd digging this afforded so good an oppo!tunity of

wanning themselves, that the only shovel wao lent from
one to the other as a particular favor. After digging
it of sufiicient size to contain them all in a sitting j)os-

ture, by means of the smoke of a fire they managed to

raise the tem])erature to 20°, and, closing the entrain h

m
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with blocks of 8U0W, crept into their blanket bags and
tried to sleep, with the pleasant reflection that their

root' might fall in and bury theia a'', and that their one
spade was the only means of liberation after a night's

drift of snow.
They woke next morning to encounter a heavy gale

and drift, and foimd their sledge so embedded in the

snow that they coidd not get at it, and in the attempt
their faces and extremities were most painfully frost-

bitten. The thermometer was at 32" below zero ; they
could not, moreover, see a yard of the road

;
yet to re-

n;ain appeared worse than to go forward— the last

plan was, therefore, decided on. The tent, sledge, and
luggage were left behind, and with only a few pounds
of bread, a little rum, and a spade, the party again set

out ; and in order to depict their suft'erings, I must take

up the narrative as related by the commander himself

:

"Not knowing where to go, we wandered among
the heavy hummocks of ice, and suftering from cold,

fatigue and anxiety, were soon completely bewildered.

Several of our party now began to exhibit symptonis
of that horrid kind of insensibility which is the pre-

lude to sleep. They all professed extreme willingness

to do what they were told in order to keep in exercise,

but none obeyed ; on the contrary, they reeled about
like drunken men. The faces of several were severely

frost-bitten, and some had for a considerable time lost

sensation in their fingers and toes
;
yet they made not

the slightest exertion to rub the parts afi^ected, and even
discontinued their general custom of warming each
other on observing? a discoloration of the skin. Mr.
Palmer employed the people in building a snow wall,

ostensibly as a shelter from the wind, but in fact to

give them exercise, when standing still must have
proved fatal to men in our circumstances. My atten-

tion was exclusively directed to Sergeant Speckman,
who, having been i-epeatedly warned that his nose was
frozen, had paid no attention to it, owing to the state

of stupefaction into which he had fallen. The frost-

bite had now extended over o^ie sid<» of his face, which
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w&a frozen as hard as a mask ; the eyelids were stift^

and one corner of the upper lip ho drawn up aB to

expose the teeth and gums. My hands being still

warm, I had the happiness of restoring the circulation,

after which I used all my endeavors to keep the poor

fellow in motion ; but he complained eadly of giddi-

ness and dimness of sight, and was so weak as to ho

unable to walk without assistance. His case was so

alarming, that I expected e\ ry moment he would lie

down, never to rise again.

"Our prospect now became every moment more
gloomy, and it was but too probable that four of our

party would be unable to survive another hour. Mr.
ralmer, however, endeavored, as well as myself, to

clieer the people up, but it was a faint aticiiipt, a^s we
had not a single hope to give them. Kyary piece of

ice, or even of small rock or stone, was now supposed
to be the ships, and we had great difficulty in prevent-

ing the men from running to the different objects which
attracted them, and consequently losing themselves in

the drift. In this state, while Mr. Palmer was running
round us to warm himself, he suddenly pitched on a
new beaten track, and as exercise was indispensable,

we determined on following it, wherever it might lead

us. Having taken the Sergeant under my coat, he re-

covered a little, and we moved onward, when to our
infinite joy we found that the patli led to the ships."

As the result of this exposure, one man iiad two of

his fingers so badly frost-bitten as to lose a good deal

of the flesh of the upper ends, and for many days it

was feared that he would be obliged to have them am-
putated. Quarter-master Carr, one of those who had
been the most hardy while in the air, fainted twice on
getting below, and every one had severe frost-bites in

different parts of the body, which recovered after the

usual loss of skin in these cases.

One of the Esquimaux females, by name Igloolik,

who plays a conspicuous part in the narrative, was a
general favorite, being possessed of a large ftmd of

useful information, having a good voice and ear for
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music, l)oing an cxo<'llont poamstrcss, and liaviu^ snch

a good idea of the hydrography and hearings of the

noighhoring sea-coasts, as to draw charts whicli guided
Parry mucn in his future operations, for he found her

sketches to be in the main correct. She connected the

land from their winter cjuarters to the northwest sea,

rounding and terminating the northern extremity of

this part of America, by a large island, and a strait of

sufficient magnitudes to aftbrd a sjife passage for tho

ships. This little northwest passage, observes Lyon,
set us all castle-building, and we already fancied tho

worst part of our voyage over ; or, at all events, that

before half the ensuing summer was past, we should

arrive at Akkoolee, the Esquim-aux settlement on the

western shore. Half-way between that coast and Re
pulse Bay, Igloolik drew on her chart a lake of consid-

erable size, having small streams running from it to

the sea, on each side ; and the correctness of this infor-

mation was ftilly proved by Rae in his recent expedi-

tion in 1846.

On the 13th of April their Esquimaux friends took

their departure for other quarters ; towards the end of

the month the crews completed the cutting of trenches

round the vessels, in order that they might rise to their

proper bearings previous to working in the holds, and
the ships floated like corks on their native element,

after their long imprisonment of 191 days. As the

season appeared to be improving, another land expedi-

tion was determined on, and Captain Lyon and Lieu-

tenant Palmer, attended by a party of eight men, set

f>ft' on the 8th of May, taking with them twenty days'

]>rovision8. Each man drew on a sledge 126 lbs., and
the officers 95 lbs. a-piece.

" Loaded as we were," says the leader, "it was with

the greatest difficulty we made oar way among and
over the hummocks, ourselves and sledges taking some
very unpleasant tumbles. It required two and a half

nours to cross the ice, although the distance was not

two miles, and we then landed on a small island, where
we passed the n^'ght."
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SevciullBlandB unci ishoals in the titnili wor<' namud
Lird's Islos. At noon on tbo 11th, they cAinped at the

head of a tin' bay, to whicli the name of Biake waa
iijiven. In spite of all the care wliich had been taken

by using crape shades, and other coverings for the eyes,

live of the party became severely afflicted with snow
blindness, before evening two of the sufferers were
quite blinded by the inflammation. Their faces, eyes,

and even heads, being much swollen, and very red.

Bathing would have anbrded relief, but the sun (lid not

produce a drop of water, and their stock of fuel being

limited, they could only sjijare enough wood to tluiw

snow for their midday draught.

As the morning of the 12th brought no change in the

invalids, another day was lost. Toward evening, by
breaking pieces of ice, and placing them in the full

glare of the sun, sufiicient water was obtained, botli for

drinking and for the sick to bathe their faces, which
afforded them amazing relief, and on the morrow^ they
were enabled to resume their journey. At noon tiie

sun was sufiiciently powerful to ttfford the travelers a

(h-aught of water, without having to thaw it, as had
hitherto been the case.

For nearly three days after this, they were imprisoned
in their low tent by a snow-storm, but on the morning
of the 18th, they were enabled to sally out to stretch

their legs, and catch a glimpse of the sun. After exam-
ining many bays and indentations of the coast, the party
returned to the ships on the evening of the 2l8t. A
canal was now cut throuj'h the ice, to get the ships to

the open water, in lengtn 2400 feet, and varying in

breadth from 60 to 197 feet. The average thickness of
the ice was four feet, but in some places it was as mucii
as twelve feet. This truly arduous task had occupied tlie

crews for fifteen days, from six in the morning to eight

in Jie evening ; but they labored at it with the greatest

spirit and good humor, and it was concluded on the 18th
of June, when the officers and men began to take leave
of their several haunts and promenades, particularly

the " garden " of each ship, which had become favorite

i b-
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louMgert during their nine months' detention. Ai\ r

ill-fated bunting came near enougli to be shot, and woe
instantly nuHted for a farewell supper, and bright vis-

ions of active exertions on the water on the morrow
wore universally entertained. But the nicht dispelled

all these airy castles, for with the morning's dawn tliey

found that the whole body of ice astern of the ships

liad broke adritl, filled up the hard-wrought canal, and
imprisoned tliem as firm as ever.

Death now for the first time visited the crews. James
Pringle, a seaman of the Ilecla, fell fi'om the mast-head

l,o the deck, and was killed on the 18th of May. Wm.
Souter, quarter-master, and John Reid, Curpentor^s

mate, belonging to the Fury, died on the 26th and 27th,

of natural causes. Toward the end of June, the sea

began to clear rapidly to the eastward, and the bay ice

soon gave way as far as where the ships were lying, and
on the 2d of July they put to sea with a fresh breeze,

after having been frozen in for 267 days.

In making their way to the northward, thoy were fre-

quently in much danger. On the 3d, the ice came
down on the Hecla with such force as to carry her on

board the Fury, by which the Hecla broke her best bower
anchor, and cut her waist-boat in two. On the 4th, the

pressure of the ice was so great as to break the Hecla
adrift from three hawsers. Four or five men were each

on separate pieces of ice, parted from the ships in the

endeavor to run out a hawser. A heavy pressure closing

the loose ice unexpectedly gave them a road on board
again, or they must have been carried away by the

stream to certain destruction. On the 8th, the Hecla
had got her stream-cable out, in addition to the other

hawsers, and made fast to the land ice, when a very
lieavy and extensive floe took the ship on her broad
side, and being backed by another large body of ice,

gi'adually lifted her stem as if by the action of a wedge.
" The weight every moment increasing, obliged us,"

says Captain Lyon, " to veer on the hawsers, whose fric-

tion was so great as nearly to cut through the bitt-heads,

and ultimately to set them on fire, so that it becaqfie

4
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requisito for people to attend with Imckets of Mator.

The prt'HHure was at length too powort'ul for resistaiu-c,

and tlie streuin-cablo, with two six and one tivo-iiich

hawsors, all gave S7uy at the same inoment, three others

80011 following tiiem. The se;i wa8 too full of iee to

allow the ahip to drive, and th 3 only way in which ^*lle

could yield to the enonnoua weight which oppresRcd her,

was by leaning over on the land ice, while lier stem at

the same time was entirely lifted to above the heiglit ot

five teet out of the v/ater. The lower deck beaniH now
complained very nmch, and the whole frame of tlie

ship underwent a trial which would have proved fatal

to any less strengthened vessel. At the same monienf,
the rudder was unhung with a sudden jerk, which l)roko

up the rudder-case, and struck the driver-boom with

gi'eat force."

From this perilous position she was released almost
by a miracle, and the rudder re-hung.

The ships a. last reached the island which had been po

accurately described to them by the Esquimaux lady —
Iglolik, where they came upon an encampnu'nt of

120 Esquimaux, in tents.* Captains Pari-y and Lyon
and other officers made frequent exploring excursions

along the shores of the Fury and Hecla strait, and in-

land. On the 26th of August the ships entered this

strait, which was found blocked up witli flat ice. The
season had also now assumed so wintrj^ an aspect that

there seemed but little jirobability of getting much far-

ther west : knowing of no harbor to protect the ships,

unless a favorable change took place, tliey had tlie

gloomy prospect before tliem of wintering in or near
this frozen strait. Boating and land parties were dis-

patched in several directions, to report upon the differ-'

ent localities.
'

On the 4th of September, Captain Lyon landed on
an island of slate formation, about six miles to the west-

ward of the ships, w^ich he named Amherst Island. The
result ©f these expeditions proved that it was impracti-

cable, either by boats or water conveyance, to examine
any part of the land soutWest of Iglolik, in conse-

ipience of the ice. 8
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Mr. Iveid and a buat-party traveled about sixty miles

to the westward of Amherst Island, and ascertained the

termination of the strait. On a consultation with the

officers, Captain Parry determined to seek a berth near

to iglolik, m which to secure the ships for the winter.

They had now been sixty-five days struggling to get

forward- but had only in that time reached tbrty miles

to the westward of J.glolik. The vessels made the best

of then- way to the natural channel between this island

and the land, but were for some time drifted with the

ice, losing several anchors, and it was only by hard

work in cutting channels that they were brought into

safer quarters, near the land. Some fine teams of dogs
were here purchased from the Esquimaux, which were
found very serviceable in making excursions on sledges.

Their second Christmas day in this region had now
arrived, and Lyon inlbrms us—

" Captain Parry dined with me, and was treated with

a superb display of mustard and cress, with about fifty

onions, rivaling a fine needle in size, which I had reared

in boxes round my cabin stove. All our messes in

either ship were supp ied with an extra pound of real

English fresh beef, which had been hanging at our
quarter for eighteen months. "We could not afford to

leave it for a farther trial of keeping, but I have no doubt
that double the period would not nave quite spoiled its

flavor."

This winter proved much more severe than the for-

mer. Additional clothing was found necessary. The
stove fannf^ls collected p, quantity of ice within them,
notwithstanding fires we^-e kept up night and day, so

that it was frequently requisite to take them down in

order to break and melt the ice out of them. ; ;

^Tothing was seen of the sun for forty two days.

On the 15th of April, Mr. A. Elder, Greenland mate
of the Hecla, vlied of dropsy: he had been leading man
with Parry on Ross's voyage, and for his good conduct
Yas made mate of the Griper, on the last expedition.

On the 6th of September, 1823, Mr. George Fife , the

pdot, also died of scurvy. ,v ' t -^ ^. v -.i,,
^n^^-r^. ,...,.
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After taking a review of their provisions, and the

j)robability of liaving to pass atliird winter here, Oftpt.

rarry determined to send the Ilecla home, taking from

her all the provision that could be spared. Little or

no hopes could be entertained of anv passage being

fonnd to the westward, otherwise than by the strait now
60 firmly closed with ice ; but Parry trusted that some
interesting additioni might be made to the geography

of these dreary regions, by attempting a ])as8age to the

northward or eastward, in liopes of finding an outlet to

Lancaster Sound, or Prince Regent's Inlet.

On the 21st of April, 1823, they began transshipping

the provisions ; the teams of dogs being found most
useful for this purpose. Even two anchors of 22 cwt.

each, A^ere drawn by these noble animals at a quick

trot.

Upon admitting daylight at the stern windows of the

Ilecla, on the 22d, the gloomy, sooty cabin showed to

no great advantage ; no less than ten buckets of ice were
taken from the sashes and out of the stern lockers, from
v.'hich latter some spare flannels and instruments were
only liberated by chopping.

On the 7th of June, Captain IfVon, with a party of
men, set off across the Melville Peninsula, to endeavor
to get a sight of the western sea, of wiiich they had re-

ceived descriptive accounts from tlie natives, but ow-
ing to the difficulties of traveling, and the ranges of
mountains they met with, they returned unsuccessful,

after bein^ out twenty days. Another inland trip of a
fortnight followed.

On the 1st of August, the Hecla was reported ready
for sea. Some symptoms of scurvy having again made
their appearance in the ships, and the surgeons report-

ir?-" that it would not be prudent to continue longer,

Captain Parry reluctantly determined to proceed home
witn both ships. After being 310 days in their winter
quarters, the ships got away on the 9th of August.
A conspicuous landmark, with dispatches, was set

up on the main-land, for the information of Franklin,
should he reach tliis Quarter.

-m .?
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Ou reaching Winter Inland^ and visiting their las

year's garden, radishes, mustard and cress, and onions

wore brought off, which had survived the winter and
were still alivfc, :«wenteen montlis from the time they

were planted, a very remarkaV>le proof of their having
been preserved by the warm covering; of snow.

The ships, during the whole of tliis passage, were
driven by the current more than three degrees, entirely

at the mercy of the ice, being carried into every bight,

and swept over each point, without the power of help-

ing themselves.

On the 1st of September, they were driven up Lyon
Inlet, where they were confined high up till the 6th,

when a breeze bpmng up, which took tnem down to

within three miles of Wmter Island ; still it was not

until the 12th, tliat they got thoroughly clear of the in-

draught. The danger and suspense of these twelve
days were horrible, and Lyon justly observes, that he
would prefer being frozen up during another eleven

months' winter, to again passing so anxious a period

of time.
" Ten of the twelve nights were passed on deck, in

exj^ectQiion, each tide, of some decided change in oui

affairs, either by being left on the rocks, or grounding
in such slioal water, that the whole body of the ice musi
have slid orer us. But, as that good old seaman Baffin

expresses himself, * God, who is greater than either ice

or tide, always delivered us ! '"

For thirty-live days the ships had been beset, and in

that period had driven with the ice above 300 miles,

without any exertion on their part, and also without a

possibility of extricatirig themselves. On the 23d of

September, they once moj e got into the swell of tha

Atlaiatic, and on the lOfch of October, arrived at Ler-

wick, m Shetland.

d^vjamro's Yotaoe to Spitzbebgen and Gbei^-
LAND, 1823. . , ' -

In 1823, Capi. >iabihe, R. h., who had been for some
tkKip ijngagerl m juu^TaUlc observations, and also w
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experiments to determine the configuration of the earth,

by means of pendulum vibrations in different latitudes,

having perfected his observations at different points,

from tne Equator to the Arctic Circle, suggested to the

Royal Society, throuffh Sir Humphry Davy, the impor-

tance of extending similar experiments into higher lat-

itudes toward the Tole. Accordingly, the government
placed at his dispojal II. M. S. Griper, 120 tons, Com
mander Clavering, which was to convey him to Spitz-

bergen, and thence to the east coast of Greenland.

The Griper sailed from the Nore, on the 11th of May,
and proceeded to ITammerfest, or Wliale Island, near

the North Cape, in Norway, wliich she reached on the

4rth of June, and Capt. Sabine having fif'ished his shore

observations by the 23d, the vessel set sail for Spitzber-

gen. She fell in with ice off Cherry Island, in lat. 75°

5', on the 27th, and on the 30th disembarked the tents

and instruments on one of the small islands round
TIakluyt's Headland, near the eightieth parallel. Capt.

Clavering, meanwhile, sailed in the Griper due north,

and reached the latitude of 80° 20', where being stop-

ped by close pad- ed ice, he was obliged to return.

On the 24:th of July, they again put to sea, directing

their course for the highest known point of the eastern

eoast of Greenland. They met with many fields of ice,

vind made the land, which had a most miserable, deso-

late appearance, at a point which was named Cape Bor-

hxse Warren. Two islands were discovered, and as

Oapt. Sabine here landed and carried on his observa-

tions, they were called Pendulum Islands. From an

island situate in lat. 75° 12', to which he gave the name
of Shannon Island, Clavering saw high land, stretch-

ing due north as far as lat. 76°.

On the 16th of August, Clavering landed with a

party of three oflBcers, and sixteen men on the main-
land, to examine the shores. The temperature did not

sinjc below 23°, and they slept for nearly a fortnight

they were on shore with only a boat-cloak and blanket

for a covering, without feeling any inconvenience from
the cold. A tribe of twelve Esquimaux was met w Itli
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here. They reached in their jouniey a magnilicenl

inlet, about fifty miles in circuniterence, which was sup-

posed to be the same which Gale Harakes discovei-ed

m 1654, and which bears his name. The mountains

round its sides were 4000 to 5000 feet high. On the

29th of August, they returned on board, and having

embarked the tents and instruments, the ship again set

sail on the 31st, keeping the coast in view to Capo
Parry, lat. 72 i°. The cliffs were observed to be yev-

eral thousand feet high. On the 13th of Septenil)er,

as the ice in shore began to get very troublesome, the

ship stood out to sea, and after encountering a very

heavy gale, which drove them with great fury to the

southward, and it not being thought prudent to maku
for Ireland, a station in about the same latitude on the

Norw^ay coast was chosen instead by Capt. Sabine.

They made the land about the latitude of Christian-

sound. On the Ist of October, the Griper struck hard

on a sunken rock, but got off undamaged.
On the 6th, they anchored in Drontheim Fiord,

where they were received with much kindness and hos-

pitality, and after the necessary observations had been
completed the ship proceeded homeward, and reached

Deptford on the 19tn of December, 1823.

Lyon's Voyage in the Gbiper.

In 1824, three expeditions were ordered out, to carr^

on simultaneous operations in Arctic discovery. To
Capt. Lyon was committed. the task of examining and
completing the survey of the Melville Peninsula, the

adjoining straits, and the shores of Arctic America, if

possible as far as Franklin's turning point. Capt. Lyon
was tlierefore gazetted to the Griper gun-brig, which
had taken out Capt. Sabine to Spitzbergen, in the pre-

vious year. The following officers and ciow r.ere also

appointed to her :

—

. . ,•

Griper.

Captain— G. F. Lyon.
Lieutenants— P. Manico and F. Harding.

3?
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AeBiBtant-Surveyor— E. N. EendaL
Purser -.J.Evans. .- i ...

Assistant 'irgeon

—

"W". Leyson.
' Midshipman— J. Tom.

'
'

34 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c.
Total complement, 41.

It was not till the 20th of June, that the Griper got

away from England, being a full month lal^r than tl»c

usual period of departure, and the vessel was at tlio

best but an old tub in her sailing propensities. A small

tender, called the Snap, was ordered to accompany her

with stores, as far as the ice, and having been relieved

of her supplies, she was sent home on reaching Hud-
son's Straits.

The Griper made but slow progress in her deeply la-

den state, her crowded decks bemg continually swept
by heavy seas, and it was not until the end of August,

that she rounded the southern head of Southampton
Island, and stood up toward Sir Thomas Roe's Wei
come. On reaching the entrance of this channel they

encountered a terrific gale, which for a long time
threatened the destruction of both ship and crew.

Drifting with this, they brought up the ship with four

anchors, in a bay with five fathoms and a half water,

in the momentary expectation that with the ebb tide

tlie ship would take the ground, as the sea broke fear-

fully on a low sandy beach just astern, and had the an-

chors parted, nothing could have saved the vessel.

Neither commander nor crew had been in bed for three

nights, and although little hope was entertained of sur-

viving the gale, and no boat could live in such a sea,

the officers and crew performed their several duties

with their accustomed coolness. Each man was or-

dered to put on his warmest clothing, and to take charge
of some useful instrument. The scene is best described
in the words of the gallant commander :

—

"Each, therefore, brought his hag on deck, and
dressed himself; and in the fine athletic forms which
Ptood exposed before me, I did not see one muscle qui-

is-'
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ver, nor the slightest sign of alarm. Prayers were read,

and they then all sat down in groups, sheltered from the

wash of the sea by whatever they could find, and some
endeavored to obtain a little sleep. Never, perhaps
was witnessed a finer scene than on the deck of m^
little ship, when all ho^e of life had left us. Noble as

the character of the Bntish sailor is always allowed to

be in cases of danger, yet I did not believe it to be pos-

sible that among forty-one persons not one repining

word should have been uttered. Each was at peace
with his neighbor and all the world ; and I am nrmly
persuaded that the resignation which was then shown
to the will 01 the Almighty, was the means of obtaiii-

mg His mercy. God was merciful to us, and the tide,

almost miraculously, fell no lower." The appropriate

name of the Bay of God's Mercy has been given to

this spot on the charts by Captain Lyon.
Proceeding onward up the Welcome, they encoun-

tered, about a fortnight later, another fearful storm.

On the 12th of September, when off the entrance of

Wager Inlet, it blew so hard for two days, that on the

13th the ship was driven from her anchors, and carried

away by the fiiry of the gale, with every prospect of

being momentarily dashed to pieces against any hid-

den rock ; but the same good Providence which had
60 recently befriended them, again stood their protec-

tor. On consulting with his ofiicers, it was unani-

mously resolved, that in the crippled state of the shij),

without any anchor, and with her compasses worse
than useless, it would be madness to continue the voy-

age, and the ship's course was therefore shaped for

England.
i may observe, that the old Griper is now laid up as

a hulk in Chichester Harbor, furnishing a residence

and depot for the coast guard station.

Fakbt's Thibd Yoyagb. - ~ ^

In the spring of 1824 the Admiralty determined to

jjrive Oapt. Parry another opportunity of carrying or!
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the great problem which had so long been sought af

ter, of a northwest passage to the Pacific, and so gen-

erally esteemed was this gallant commander that he
had but to hoist his pennant, when fearless of all dan
ger, and in a noble spirit of emulation, his former as-

aociates rallied around him. i • - .
* i : -:

The same two ships were employed as before, bui
Parry now selected the Hecla for his pennant. The
•taff of oflScors and men was as follows :

—

Hecla.

Captain— W. E. Parry.
Lieutenants— J. L. Wynn, Joseph Sherer, and
Henry Foster.

Surgeon— Samuel Neill, M. D.
Purser—W. H. Hooper.
Assistant Surgeon— W. Rowland.
Midshipmen— J. Brunton, F. R. M. Crozier, C.

Richards, and H N. Head.
Greenland Pilots— J. Allison, master; and G.
Champion, mate.

49 Petty Oflficers, Seamen, and Marinea.
Total complement, 62.

Fury,

Commander— H. P. Hoppner.
Lieutenants— H. T. Austin and J. 0. BoH*
Surgeon— A. M'Laren.
Purser— J. Halse.
Assistant Surgeon— T. Bell.

Midshipmen— B. Westropp, 0. 0. Waller, and E.
Bird.

Clerk— "W". Mogg.
Greenland Pilots— G. Crawford, master; T. Don

aldson, mate.
48 Petty Officers, Seamen, and Marines.
^ Total complement, 60.

The "William Harris, transport, was commissioned
to accompany the ships to the ice with provisions.
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Among tlie promotionB made, it will be seen, were
Lieut. Hopprn lo the rank of Commander, and second
in command of the expedition. Messrs. J. Sherer,

and J. 0. Ross to be Lieutenants, and J. Halse to be

Purser. The attempt on this occasion was to be made
by Lancaster Sound through Barrow's Strait to Prince

Regent Inlet. The ships sailed on the 19th of May,
1824, and a month afterward fell in with the body of

the ice in lat. 601°. After transhipping the stores to

the two vessels, and sending home the transport, about

the middle of July they were close beset with the ice

in Baffin's Bay, and "from this time (says Parry) the

obstructions from the quantity, magnitude, and close-

ness of the ice, which were such as to k«ep our people

almost constantly employed in heaving, warping, or

sawing through it ; and yet with so little success that,

at the close of July, we had only penetrated seventy

miles to the westward." After encountering a severe

gale on the 1st of August, by which masses of overlay-

ing ice were driven one upon the other, the Hecla was
laid on her broadside by a strain, which Parry s-'^s

must inevitably have crushed a vessel of ordinary

strength ; they got clear of the chief obstructions bv

the first week in September. During the whole oi

August they had not one day suflficiently free from
rain, snow, or sleet, to be able to air the bedding of

the ship's company.
They entered Lancaster Sound on the 10th of Sep-

tember, and with the exception of a solitary berg or

two found it clear of ice. A few days after, however,
they fell in with the young ice, which increasing daily

in thickness, the ships became beset, and by the cur-

rent which set to the east at the rate of three miles an
hour, they were soon drifted back to the eastward of

Admiralty Inlet, and on the 23d they found them-

selves again off Wollaston Island, at the en^^^rance of

Navy Board Inlet. By perseverance, hov/ever, and the

aid of a strong easterly breeze, they once more man-
aged to recover their lost ground, and on the 27tb

reached the entrance of Port Bowen en the eastern
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shore of Prince Regent Inlet, and here Parry resolved

upon wintering; this making the fourth winter ih'iA

enter])ri8ing commander had passed in these inhospi-

table seas.

The usual laborious process of cutting canals had to

be resorted to, in order to get the sliipa near to tlie

shore in secure and pJieltered situations. Parry tiius

describes the dreary monotonous character of an arctic-

winter :
—

"It is hard to conceive any one thine more like

another than two winters passed in the higher latitudes

of the polar regions, except when variety happens to

be afforded by intercourse witli seme other brancli (_>f

the whole family of man. Winter after winter, nature

here assumes an aspect so mucli alike, that cui'sory ob-

servation can scarcely detect a single feature of variety.

Tlie winter of more temperate climates, and even in

some of no slight severity, is occasionally diversified

by a thaw, which at once gives variety and compai-a-

tive cheerfulness to the prospect. But here, when once
the earth is covered, all is dreary monotonous white-

ness, not merely for days or weeks, l)Ut for more than
half a year together. Whichever way the eye is turn-

ed, it meets a picture calculated to impress upon the

miTid an idea of inanimate stillness, of that motionless

torpor with which our feelings have nothing congenial

;

of any thing, in short, but life. In the very silence

there is a deadness with which a human spectator ap-

pears out of keeping. The presence of man seems an
intrusion on the dreary solitude of this wintry desert,

which even its native animals have for awhile forsaken."

During this year Parry tells us the thermometer re-

m.ained below zero 131 days, and did not rise above
that point till the 11th of April. The sun, which had
been absent from their view 121 days, again blessed

the crews with his rays on the 22d of February. Du-
ring this long imprisonment, schools, scientific observa-

tions, walking parties, &c., were resorted to, but " our

former amusements," says Parry, " being almost worn
threadbare, it required some ingenuity to devise any

*1
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pUn that should possess tlie charm of novelty to re-

.••.nmmend it." A happy idea was, liovvever, hit upon by
Ooinmunder Uoppner, at whose suggestion a nionthlv

'kiI masque was neld, to tlie great diversion of both

otlicers and men, to the number of 120, The populai

commander entered gayly into their recreations, and
thus speaks of these polar masquerades :

—
'' It is impossible that any idea could have proved

more happy, or more exactly suited to our situation

Admirably dressed characters of various descriptions

readily took their parts, and many of these were sup-

portea with a de/n*ee of spirit and genuine good liumor

which would not have disgraced a more refined assem-

bly ; while the ^atter might not have been dii^raced

by copying the good oi-der, decorum, and inoffensive

cheertulness which our hu;nl)le masquerades presented.

It does especial credit to the dispositions and g(>od

sense of our men, that tliough all the officers entered

fully into the spirit of these amusements, which took

place once a month nltcrnatelv on board of each ship,

no instance occurred of any tiling that could interfere

with the regular discipline, or at all weaken the respect

of the men toward their superiors. Ours were, mas
querades without licentiousness— carnivals wrthout

excess."

Ex|>loring parties were sent out in several directions,

(yommunder lloppner and his party went inland, and
after a fortnight's fatiguing joui ney over a mountain-
ous, barren, and desolate country, where precijjitous ra-

vines 500 feet deep obstructed their passage, traveled

a degree and three-quarters— to the latitude of 73° 19',

but saw no appearance of sea from thence.

Lieuteuaiit Sherer, w^itli tour men, proceeded to the

southward, and made a careful survey of the coast as

far as 72 J ^, but had not provisioi j sufficient to go
round Oape Kater, the southernmost point obseiv od in

tLeir i.Tm&r voyage.

Lituienant J. C. Ross, with a similar party, traveled

to tbe northward, along the coast of the Inlet, and from
the hills about Cape York, observed that the sea waa

t i:'
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perfectly open and free from ice at the distjuice of

tATonty-two miles from the ships.

After an imprisonment of about ten months, by gjreat

exertions the ships were got clear from tho ice, and on

the 20th of July, 1825, upon the separation of the tlou

across the harbor, towed out to sea. Parry then nuidt;

for the western shore of the Inlet, being desirous of ex-

amining the coast of North Somerset for any cluuinel

.'lit might occur, a probability which later discoveries

in that quarter have proved to be without foundation.

On the 28th, when well in with the western sliore, tlu;

[lecla, in spite of every exertion, was beset by flout in-^

ice, and alter breaking two large ice anchors in en-

deavoring to heave in snore, was obliged to give up tlie

effort and drift with the ice until the 30th. On tlie

following day, a heavy gale came on, in which the

riecla carried away three hawsers, while the Fury was
driven on shore, but was hove off at high water. Both
ships were now drifted by the body of tho ice down tlie

Inlet, and took the ground, the Fury being so nij)pe<l

and strained that she leaked a great deal, and four

pumps kept constantly at work did not keep her cleai-

of water. They were floated off at high water, but,

late on the 2nd of August, the huge masses of ice once
more forced the Fury on shore, and the Hecla narrowly
escaped. On examining her and getting her off, il

was found that she must be hove down and repaired ;

a basin was therefore formed for her reception an!
completed by the 16th, a mile further to the southward,
within three icebergs grounded, where there were three

or four fathoms of water. Into this basin she was
taken on the 18th, and her stores and provisions being

removed, she was hove down, but a gale of wind cum
ing on and destroying the masses of ice which shel-

tered her, it became necessary to re-embark the stores,

&c., and once more put to sea ; but tho unfortunate

vessel had hardly got out of her harbor before, on the

21st, she was again driven on shore. After a careful

survey and examination, it was found necessary t<

al'andon her : Parry's opinion being thus expressed -

f
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" Every endeavor of ours to get her oft', or if got ofl^, to

flout her to any known plaee of safety, would bo at

once utterly ho])eleBB in itself, and productive of ex-

treme risk to our remaining ship."

The loss of this ship, and the crowded state of the

remaining vessel, made it impoHsible to think of con-

tinuing the voyage for the purposes of discovery.

''The incessant labor, the constant state of anxiety,

and the fre(jU0T\t and imminent danger intc> which the

Hiirviving ship was thrown, in the attempts to save her

comrade, which were continued for twenty-live days,

destroyed every reasonable expectation hitherto cher-

ished of the ultimate accomplishment of this object."

Taking advantage of a northerly wind, on the 27th

the llecla stretched across the Inlet for the eastern

coast, meeting with little obstruction from the ico, and
anchored in Neill's Harbor, a short distance to the

southward of their winter quarters. Port Bowen, where
the ship was got ready for ci'ossing the Atlantic.

The llecla put to sea on the Slst of August, and en-

tering Barrow's Strait on the 1st of September, found

it })erfectly clear of ice. In Lancaster Sound, a very

large number of bergs were seen ; but they found an
oi)en sea in Baffin's Bay, till, on the 7th of September,
wheii in latitude 75° 30', they came to the margin of

^he ice, and soon entered a clear channel on its eastern

side. From thirty to forty large icebergs, not less than

200 feet in height, were sighted.

On the 12th oi October, Captain Parry landed at

Peterhead, and th«j llecla arrived at Sheemess on the

20th. But one i:ian died during this voyage— John
Page, a seaman of the Fury— wrio died of scurvy, in

Neill's Harbor, on the 29th of Auo-ust.

This voyage cannot but be considered the most unsuc-

cessful of the three made by Parry, whether as regards

the information gleaned on the subject of a northwest

passMge, or the extension of our store of geographical

or scientific knowledge. The shores of this inlet were
more naked, barren, and desolate thnn even Melville

Nhi'id. With the exc('j)tion of some liundreds of white
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wliuk's, Heen Hp(»rtin«jj siboiit tlio southernmost part of

the Inlet that was visited, few other species of animals

were seen.
"We have scarcely," says Parry, " ever visited a coast

on which so little of animal life occurs. For days to-

gether only one or two seals, a single sea-horse, and
now and then a fl(»ck of ducks were seen."

He still clings to tlio accomplishment of the great

object of a nortnwcst passage. At [)age 184 of his offi-

cial narrative, he savs:

—

" I feel confident tliat the undertaking, if it he deemed
advisable at any future time to pursue it, will one day
or other be accomplished ; for— setting aside the acci-

dents to which, from their very nature, such attempts

must be liable, as well as other unfavorable circum-

stances which human foresight can never guard against,

or human power control— I cannot but believe it to

be an enterprise well within the reasonable limits of

practicability. It may be tried often and fail, for seve-

ral favorable and fortunate circumstances nnist be com-
i)ined for its accomplishment ; but I believe, neverthe-

less, that it will ultimately be accomplished."
" I am much mistaken, indeed," he adds, "if the

northwest passage ever becomes the business of a singlo

summer ; nay, I believe that nothing but a concurrence
of very favorable circumstances is likely ever to make
a single wintet' in the ice sufficient for its accomplish-

ment. But there is no argument against the possibility

of final success ; for we know that a winter in the ice

may be passed not only in safety, but in health and
comfort."

Not one winter alone, bn^ * o and three have been
passed with health and safety in these seas, under a
wise and careful commander.'

Franklin's Sboond Exk^DmoN, 1825-26.

Undaunted by the hardshi|i8 and sufierings he had
encountered in his previous travels with a noble spirit

of ardor and entliusiasm, (^apUiiii Fiiuiklin determined
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to prosecute the chain of his former discoveries from
the Coppennine river to the most western point of the

Arctic regions. A sea expedition, under the command
of Captain Beechey was at the same time sent round
(^ape Horn to Behring's Straits, to co-operate with Parry
and Franklin, so as to furnish provisions to the former,

and a conveyance home to the latter.

Captain Franklin's ofler was therefore accepted by
the government, and leaving Liverpool in February,

1825, he arrived at New York about the middle of

March- The officers under his orders were his old and
tried companions and fellow sufferers in the former jour-

ney— Dr. Richardson and Lieutenant Back, with Mr.
E. N. Kendal, a mate in the navy, who had been out in

the Griper with Capt. Lyon, and Mr. T. Drummond, a

naturalist. Four boats, specially prepared for the pur-

poses of the expedition, were sent out by the Hudson's
L^ay Company's ship.

In July, 1825, the party arrived at Fort Chipewyan.
It is unnecessary to go over the ground and follow them
in their northern journey; suffice it to say, they reached

Great Bear Lake in safety, and erected a winter dwell-

ing on Hs western shore, to which the name of Fcrt

P^ranklin was ffiven. To Back and Mr. Dease, an offi-

cer in the Hua son's Bay Company's service, were in-

trusted the arrangements for their winter quarters.

From here a small party set out with Franklin down
the Mackenzie to examine the state of the Polar Sea.

On the 5th of September they got back to their com-
paTiions, and prepared to pass the long winter of seven

or eight months.
On the 28th of June, 1826, the season being suffi-

ciently advanced, and all their preparations completed,

the whole party got away in four boats to descend the

Mackenzie to tne Polar Sea. "W here the river branches
off into several channels, the party separated on the 3d
of July, Captain Franklin and Lieutenant Back, with

two boats and fourteen men, having with them the

faithful Esquimaux interpreter, Augustus, who had
beeu with them on the former expedition, pro'?eeded te
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the westward, while Dr. Richardson and Mr. Kendal
in the other two boats, having ten men under their

command, set out in an easterly direction, to search

the Copparmine River.
FranKiin arrived at the mouth of the Mackenzie on

the 7tli of July, where he encountered a large tribe of

fierce Esquimaux, A"ho pillaged his boats, and it was
only by great caution, prudenc«; and forbearance, tluifc

the whole party were not massacred. After gettin^^ tlio

l)oats afloat, and ''lear of these unpleasant visitors,

Franklin purs'ied his survey, a most tedious and dilh-

cult one, fo. more than a month ; he was only able to

reacli a point in latitude 70° 24' N., Ijngitude 149° 37'

W., to which Back's name was given ; and here pi'u-

dence obliged him to return, although, strangely enough,
a boat from the Blossom was waiting not 100 miles west

of his position to meet with him. Tlie extent of coast

surveyed was 374 miles. The return journey to Fort

Franklin was safely accomplished, and they arrivcij at

tljcir house on the 31st of September, when tliey found
Richardson and Kendal had returned on the first of

tlie month, having accomplished a voyage of about 50(i

miles, or 902 by tne coast line, between the 4th of rFuly

and t'le 8th of August. They had pushed forward be-

yond Uve strait named after their boats, the Dolphin and
Union.

In ascending the Coppermine, they had to abandon
their boats and carry their provisions and baggage.
Having passed another winter at Fort Franklin, as

soon as the season broke up the Canadians were dis

missed, and the party returned to England.
The cold experienced in the last winter was intense,

the thermometer standing at one time at 58° below zero,

but having now plenty of food, a weather-tight dwell-

ing, and good health, they ])assed it cheerfully. Dr.

Richardson ^ave a couroC of lectures on practical geol-

ogy, and Mr. Drummond furnished inibrmation on natu-

ral history. During the wintei', in a solitary hut on tlie

Rocky mountains, he mauiiged to cnllect 200 spccinuMis

Df birds, animals, &c., and more th"n 1500 of nhmts.
F^
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When Captaiu Franklin left England to proceed on
this expedition he had to undergo a severe struggle

between his feelings of affection and a sense of duty.

His wife (he has been married twice) was then lying at

the point of deatli, and indeed died the day after he
left England. But v.'ith heroic fortitude she urged his

departure at the very day appointed, entreating him,

!i8 he valued her peace and his own glory, not to dehiy

a moment on her account. Ilis feelings, therefore, may
he inferred, but not descri])ed, when lie had to elevate

on Garry Island a silk flag, wliich she had made and
given him as a parting gift, with the instruction that

he was only to hoist it on reaching the Polar Sea.

Beechey's Voyage.— 1826-28.

H. M. SLOOP BloF,som, 26, Captain F. W. Beechey,
sailed from Spithead on the 19th of May, 182.5, and
her instructions directed her, after surveying some of

the islands in the Paciiic, to be in Behring's Straits by
the summer or autumn of 1826, and contingently in that

of 1827. ^

'

It is foreign to niy purpose here to alUKlo fo those

parts of her voyage anterior to lier arrival in the Straits.

On the 28th of June the Bloss*. n came to an anchoi
off the town of Petropolowski, where she fell in with

tlie Russian ship of war Modesto, under the commano
of Baron Wrungel, so well known for his enterprise ii

the hazardous exj)edition by sledges over the ice to t'n*

northward of Cape Shelatskoi, or Errinos.

Captain Beechey here found dispatches informinr
iiiin of the return of Parry's expedition. Being bese*

l)y currents and other difficulties, it was not till the 5th

of July that the Blossom got clear of the harbor, and
made the best of her way to Kotzebue Sound, reaching

the appointed rendezvous at Chamiso Island on the 2oth.

After landing and bur^nng a barri'l of flour upon Puflin

Jtock, the most urfre([uented spot al>out tlie island, the

niossom occupied he time in s'.rveying and examining

}
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the neighboring coasts to the northeast. On the 30th

Bhe took her departure from the island, erecting posta

or land-marks, and burying dispatches at Cape Krusen-

8tern, near a cape which he named after Franklin, near

Icj Cape. ^
''

' "'" '-":'". ':.'.' ;t: ':•.

The ship returned to the rendezvous on the evening

of the 28th of August. The barrel of flour had been

'lug up and appropriated by the natives.

On the first visit of one of these parties, they con-

structed a chart of the coast upon the sand, of which,

liowever. Captain Beechey at first took very little notice.
"• They, however, renewed their labor, and performed
tlieir work upon the Gandy beach in a very ingenious and
iutelligible manner. The coast line was first marked
out with a stick, and the distances regulated by the

day^s journey. The hills and ranges of mountains were
next shown by elevations of sand or stone, and the

islands represented by heaps of pebbles, their propor-

tions being duly attended to. As the work proceeded,

some of the bystanders occasionally suggested altera-

tions, and Captain Beechey moved one of the Diomede
Islands, which was misplaced. This was at first ob-

jected to by the hydrographer, but one of the party

vecollectingthat the islands were seen m one from Cape
Prince of Wales, confirmed its new position and made
the mistake quite evident to the others, who were much
surprised that Captain Beechey should have any knowl-
edge of the subject. When the mountains and islands

were erected, the villages and fishing-stations were
marked by a number of sticks placed upright, in imita-

tion of those which are put up on the coast wherever
these people fix their abode. In time, a complete hy-

drographical plan was drawn from Cape Derby to Cape
Ivrusenstern.

This ingenuity and accuracy of description on the

pai-t of the Esquimaux is worthy of particular remark,

and has been verified by almost all the Arctic explorers.

The barge which had been dispatched to the east-

ward, under '^harge of Mr. Elson, reached to latitude

1\° 23' 31" IN"., and longitude 150° 21' 31" W., wher*

I
»
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she was stopped by the ice which was attached to thfi

shore. The farthest tongue of land they reached was
named Point Barrcw, ana is about 126 miles northeast

of lev Cape, being only about 150 or 160 miles from

Franklin's discoveries west of the Mackenzie river.

The wind suddenly changing to southwest, the com-
pact body of ice began to drift with the current to tl»e

northeast at the rate of three and a half miles an hour,

and Mr. Elson, finding it difficult to avoid large floating

masses of ice, was obliged to come to an anchor to pre-

vent being driven back. " It was not long before he was
so closely beset in the ice, that no clear water could

be seen in any direction from the hills, and the ice

continuing to press against the shore, his vessel was
driven upon the beach, and there left upon her broad-

side in a most help! ^ss condition ; and to add to his

cheerless prospect t,he disposition of the natives, whom
he found to incret*se in numbers as he advanced to the

northward, was of a very doubtful charactei-. At Point
Barrow, where they were very numerous, their over-

bearing behavior, and the thefts they openly prac-

ticed, left no doubt of what would be the fate of \m
little crew, in the event of their falling into their

power. They were in this dilemma several days, dur-

ing which every endeavor was made to extricate the

vessel but without eff'ect, and Mr. Elson contemplated
sinking her secretly in a lake that was near, to prevent
her falling into the hands of the Esquimaux, and then
making his way along the coast in a baidar, which he
had no doubt he should be able to purchase from the

natives. At length, however, a change of wind loos-

ened the ice, and after considerable labor and trial, in

which the personal strength of the officers was united

to that of the seamen, Mr. Elson, with his shipmates,
fortunately succeeded in efl'ecting their escape.

Captain Beechey was very anxious to remain in

Kotzebue Sound until the end of October, the period
named in his instructions, but the rapid approach o+*

winter, the danger of being locked up, having only
iivu weeks' provisions left, and the nearv;.-t pu'.ht at
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which he could replenish hei"^ "ome 2000 miles dis-

tant, induced his officers to concur with him in the

necessity of leaving at once. A barrel of flour and
other articles were buried on the sandy point of Cha-
miso, for Franklin, which it was hoped would escape

the prying eyes of the natives.

After a cruise to California, the Sandwich Islands,

Loochoo, the Bonin Islands, &c., the Blossom returned
to Oharaiso Island on the 5th of July, 1827. They
found the flour and dispatches they had left the pre-

vious year unmolested. Lieut. Belcher was dispatched
in the barge to explore the coast to the northward, and
the ship followed her as soon as the wind permitted.

On the 9th of September, when standing in for the

northern shore of Kotzebue Sound, the ship drifting

with the current took the ground on a sand-bank near

Hotham Inlet, but the wind moderating, as the tide

rose she went ofi^ the shoal apparently without injury.

After this narrow escape from shipwreck they beat
up to Ohamiso Island, which they reached on the 10th

of September. Not finding the barge returned as ex-

pected, the coast was scanned, and a signal of distress

found flying on the southwest point of Choris Pen-
insula, and two men waving a white cloth to attract

notice. On landing, it was found that this party were
the crew of the barge, which had been wrecked in Kot-
zebue Sound, and three of the men were also lost.

On the 29th a collision took place with the natives,

which resulted in three of the seamen and four of the
marines being wounded by arrows, and one of the na-

tives killed by the return fire.

After leaving advices for Franklin, as before, the

Blossom finally left Chamiso on the 6th of October.
In a haze and strong wind she ran batween the land

and a shoal, and a passage had to be forced through
breakers at the imminent danger of the ship's striking.

The Blossom then made the best of her way home,
reaching England in the first week of October, 1828

I
;
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Fabhy '8 FouBTH, OR Polar Voyage, 1827. ^

In 1826, Capt. Parry, who had only returned from
his last voyage in the close of the preceding year, was
much struck by the suggestions of Mr. Scoreeby, in a

paper read before the W ernerian Society, in which he
sketched out a plan for reaching the highest latitudes

of the Polar Sea, north of Spitzbergen, by means of

sledge boats drawn over the smooth fields of ice which
were known to prevail in those regions. Col. Beau-
foy, F. R. S., had also suggested this idea some years

previously. Comparing these with a similar plan orig-

inally proposed by Captain Franklin, and wnich was
placed in his hands by Mr. Barrow, the Secretary of

the Admiralty, Capt. Parry laid his modified views of

the feasibility of the project, and his willingness to un-

dertake it, before Lord Melville, the First Lord of the

Admiralty, who, after consulting with the President

and Council of the Koyal Society, was pleased to sanc-

tion the attempt; accordingly, his oli ship, the Hecla,

was fitted out for the voyage tc Spitzbergen, the fol-

lowing oflBcers, (all of whom had been with Parry be-

fore,) and crew being appointed to her;— > ,,

Heola,

Captain—W. E. Parry.

Lieutenants— J. C. Ross, Henry Foster, E. J. Bird,

F. R. M. Crozier.

Purser— James Halse. .-, ,• .,

Surgeon— C.J.Beverley.

On the 4th of April, 1827, the outfit and prepara-
tions being completed, the Hecla left the Nore for the

coast of Norway, touching at Hammerfest, to embark
eight reindeer, and some moss {Cenomyce rangiferiha)
sufficient for their support, the consumption being
about 4 lbs. per day, but they can go without food for

several days. A tremendous gale of wind, experienced
off Hakluyt's Headland, and the quantity of ice with
which the ship was in consequence beset, detained the

voyagers for nearlv a montl',, but on the 18th of June.



pakry'b foukth voyage. 145

^W



146 PKOORE88 OF AJtCI'lC DISCOVERY.

' .

f^ ir

iinladon several times according as they came to floes

of ice or lanes of water, and they were drifted to the

southward by the ice at the rate of four or five miles a

day. Parry found it more advantageous to trav^el by
night, the snow being then harder, and the inconven-
ience of snow blindness being avoided, while the party

enjoyed greater warmth during the period of rest, and
liad better opportunities of drying their clothes by the

sun.

I cannot do better than quote Parry's graphic de-

scription of this novel course of proceeding :
" Travel-

ing by night, and sleeping by day, so completely in-

verted the natural order of things that it was difficult

to persuade ourselves of the reality. Even the officers

and myself, who were all furnished with pocke chro-

no.netei-s, could not always bear in mind at what part

of the twenty-hours we had arrived ; and there were
several of the men who declared, and I believe truly,

that they never knew night from day during the whole
excursion.

" When we rose in the evening, we commenced our

day by prayers, after which we took off our fur sleep-

ing-dresses and put on clothes for traveling ; the former
being made of camlet lyied with raccoon skin, and the

latter of strong blue cloth. We made a point of al-

ways putting on the same stockings and boots for

traveling in, whether they had been dried during the

day or not, and I belie-^e it was only in five or six in-

stances at the most that they were not either still wet
or hard frozen. This indeed was of no consequence,
beyond the discomfort of first putting them on in this

state, as they were sure to be thoroughly wet ^ii a

quarter of an hour after commencing our journey

;

while, on the other hand, it was of vital importance
to keep dry things for sleeping in. Being ' rigged

'

for traveling, we breakfasted upon warm cocoa and
biscuit, and after stowing the things in the boats, and
on the sledges, so as to secure them as much as pos-

sible from wet, we set off on our day's journey, and
usually traveled four, five, or even six hours, accord-

ing to circumstances."
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la five tiays, notwithstanding their perseverance

and continued journeyb, they found, by observation at

noon, on the 30th, that they had only made eight milep

jf direct northing.

At Walden Island, one of the Seven Islands, and
Little Table Island, reserve supplies of provisions were
deposited to fall back upon in case of necessity.

In halting early in the morning for the purposes of

rest, the boats were hauled up on the largest piece of

ice that offered the least chance of breaking through,

or of coming in contact with other masses, the snow or

wet was cleaned out and the flails rigged as awnings.
' Every man then immediately put on dry stockings

and fur boots, after which we set about the necessary

reppirs of boats, sledges, or clothes, and after serving

the provisions for the succeeding day, we went to sup-

per. Most of the officers and men then smoked their

pipes, which served to dr the boats and awnings very
nmch, and usually raised the temperature of our lodg-

ings 10° or 15°. This part of the twentv-four hours
was ot\en a time, and the only one, of real enjoyment
to us ; the men told their stories, and fought all their

batiles o'er again, and the labors of the day, unsuccess-

ful as they too often were, were forgotten. A regular

watch was set during our resting tune, to look out for

bears, or for the ice breaking up round us, as well as

to iV.tciid to the drying of the clothes, each man alter-

nately taking this duty foi' one hour. "We then con-

cluded our day with prayers, and having put on our

fur dresses, lay down to sleep with a degree of comfort

which perhaps few persons would imagine possible un-

der such circumstances, our chief inconvenience being,

that we were somewhat pinched for room, and there-

fore oblig d to stow rather closer than was quite agree-

able,"

This close stowage may be imagined when it is re-

membered that thirteen persons had to sleep in a boat

seven feet broad. After sleeping about seven hours,

they were roused from their slunabers by the sound of

u \mg\} from the cook and watcl.inan, which announced
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that their cocoa was smoking hot, and invited them tc

breakfast.

Their progress was of the most tedio^is and toilsonio

character, heavy showers of rain rendering the ice on
many occasions a mass of " slush ;" on others there was
from six to eighteen inches of snow lying on the sur-

face. Frequently the crew had to proceed on their

hands and knees to secure a footing, and on one occa-

f^iun they made such a snail-like progress that in two
lioiirs they only accomplished 150 yards. On the i2t}i

of Jul^r, they had reached the latitude of 82° W 28".

After tive hours' unceasing labor on the 14th, the pro-

gress was but a mile and a half due north, though
from three to four miles had been traversed, and ten at

least walked, having made three journeys a great part

of the way ; launched and hauled up the boats four

times, and dragged them over twenty-five separate

pieces of ice. On the 18th, after eleven hours of ac-

tual labor, requiring for the most part the exertion of

the whole strength of the party, they had traveled over
u space not exceeding four miles, of which only two
were made good.

But on halting on the morning of the 20th, having
by his reckoning accomplished six and a half miles in

a N. N. W. direction, the distance traversed being ten

miles and a half, Parry found to his mortification from
observation at noon, that they were not five miles to

the northward of their place at noon on the 17th,

although they liad certainly traveled twelve miles in

that direction since then.

On the 21st, a floe o ice on which they had lodged
the boats and sledges, broke with their weight, and all

went throu-^h with several of the crew, who, with the

sledges were providentially saved.

On the 23d, the farthest northerly point was reached,

which was about 82*^ 45'.

At noon on the 26th, the weather being clear, the

meridian altitude of the sun was obtained, " by which,"

says Parry, " we found ourselves in latitude 82° 40' 23",

fto that since onr las^t observation (at midnight cm thu
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22d,) we had lost by drift no less than thirteen and a

half miles, for we were now more than three miles to the

southward of that observation, thou<i^h we had certainly

traveled between ten and eleven, due north in this

interval I Again, wo were but one mile to the nortli

of our place at noon on the 2l8t, though wc had esti-

mated our distance made good at twenty-three miles."

After encountering every species of fatigue and dis-

heartening obstacles, in peril of their lives aUnost every
liour, Parry now became convinced that it was hope-

less to pursue the journey any further, and he couUl

not even reach the eighty-third parallel ; for after thir-

ty-five days of continuous and most fatiguing drudg-
ery, with half their resources expended, and the mid-
dle of the season arrived, he foand that ihe distai eo

gained in their laborious traveling was lost by the
drift and sea of the ice with the southerly current dur-

ing the period of rest. After planting their ensigns

and pennants on the 26th, and making it a day of :cot

on the 27th, the return to the southward was com-
menced. Nothing particular occurred. Lieutenant
Uoss managed to bring down with his gun a fat she

bear, which ca!ne to have a look at the boats, and af-

ter gormandizing on its llesh, an excess which may
be excused considering it was the first fresh meat they
had tasted for many a day, some symptoms of indi-

3^3stion manifested themselves among the party.

On the outward journey very little of animal life

•Aas seen. A passing gull, a solitary rotge, two seals,

and a couple of dies, were all that their eager eyes
could detect. Jiut on their return, these became more
numerous. On the 8th of August, seven or eight nar-

whals were seen, and not less than 2U0 rotges, a fiock

(jf these little birds occuring in every hole of water.

On the 11th, in latitude 81° 30', the sea was found

crowded with shrimps and other sea insects, on which
numerous birds were feeding. On this day they took

iheir last meal on the ice, being fifty miles (list iit from

Table Island, having accomplished in fiteen days what
had taken them thirty-three to etfect on their outward

m "
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jouniev. On the 12th, they arrived at this iBhind. The
JjeurR Lad walked off with the rehiy of hread which
had been de}K)sited there. To an inlet Iyin<( off Table
Island, and the moHt northern known land upon tlic

^lobe, Parry gave the name of Ross, for '• no individ-

ual," he observes, " could have exerted hiaiself more
strenuously to rol» it of this distinction." ' '

'

]*utting to sea aujain, a storm oblioed tlie boats to

bear up for Walden Island. " Every thino; boUmgiiifr to

us (says Captain Parry) was now completely drenched
l)y the spray and snow ; we had been iifty-six hourt-

without rest, and forty-eight at work in the boats, so

that by the time they were unloaded we had barely

strength lei't to haul them np on the rocks. However,
by dint of great exertion, we managed to get the boats

above the snrf ; after which a hot supper, a blazin;j;

lire of drift wood^ and a few hours quiet rest, restored

us

'.'""hey finally reached the ship on the 2l8t Vugust,

after sixty-one days' absence.

"The distance traversed during this excursion was
569 geograjjhical miles ; but allowing for the times we
had to return for our baggage, during the greater pai t

of the journey over the ice, we estimated our actual

traveling at 978 geographical, or 1127 statute miles.

Considering om* constant exposure to wet, cold, and
t'atigue, our stockings having generally been drencheii

in snow-water for twelve hours out of every twenty-

four, I had great reason tu be thankful for the excellent

health in wnich, upon the wdiole, we reached the ship,

There is little doubt that we had all become in a certain

degree gradually weaker for some time past ; but onlv

three men of our party now required medical care —
two of them with badly swelled legs and general de
bility, and the other from a bruise, but even these thret

returned to their duty in a short time."

In a letter from Sir "W. E. Parry to Sir John Barrow,
:Iated Xovember 25, 1845, he thus suggests some im
provements on his old plan of proceedmgs :

—

" It is evident (lie says) that the causes of failure in
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our former uttenipt, in the year 1827, were urincipallv

two : first, and chiefly, the broken, ruggcu, and soft

state of the ice over which we traveled ; and secondly,

the anfting of the whole body of ice in a southerly

direction.

" My amended plan is, to go out with a single ship

to Spitzbergen, just as we did in the Ilecla, but not so

early in the season ; the object for that year being

merely to find secure winter quarters as far north as

possible. For this pui-pose it would only be necessary

\o reach Hakluyt's ELeadland by the end of June,
wliich would afiPord ample leisure fur examining the

more northern lands, especially about the Seven Inlands,

where, in all probability, a secure nook might l)e found
tor the ship, and a starting point for the proposed ex-

pedition, some forty or fitlty miles in advance of the

point where the Hecla was b fore laid up. The winter
might be usefully employed m various preparations for

tlie journey, as well as in magnetic, astronomical, and
uieteorolo^cal observations, of high interest in that

latitude. I propose that the expedition should leave

the ship in the course of the month of April, when the

ice would present one hard and unbroken surface, over
which, as 1 confidently believe, it would not be difficult

to make good thirty miles per day, without any expo-

sure to wet, and probably without snow blindness. At
this season, too, trie ice would probably be stationary,

and thus the two great difficulties which we formerly
had to encounter would be entirely obviated. It might
form a part of the plan to push out supplies previously,

to the distance of 100 miles, to be taken up on the

way, 80 as to commence the journey comparatively
light ; and as the intention would be to complete the

enterprise in the course of the montfi of May, before

any disruption of the ice, or any material softening of

the surface had taken place, similar supplies might be
sent out to the same aistance, to meet the party on
their return."

The late Sir John Barrow, in his la^t *9orlc, com-
menting on this, says, " With all deference to so di*
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tinguiBhed a sea officer, in possession of so much expe-

rience as Sir Edward Parry, there are others who
express dislike of such a plan ; and it is not improba-
ble that many will be disposed to come to the conclu-

sion, that so long as the Greenland Seas are hampered
with ice, so long as floes, and hummocks, and heayy
masses, continue to be forraed, so long as a determined
southerly current prevails, so long will any attempt to

carry out the plan in question, in like manner fail. Ko
laborious drudgery will ever be able to conquer the

opposing progress of the current and the ice. Besides,

it can hardly be doubted, this gallant officer will admit,

on further consideration, that this unusual kind of dis-

gusting and unseamanlike labor, is not precisely such

as would be relished by the men ; and, it may be said,

is not exactly fitted for a British man-ot-war's-niaii

;

moreover, that it required his own all-powerful example
to make it even tolerable." Sir John therefore sug-

gested a somewhat different plan. He recommended
that two small ships should be sent in the early spring

along the western coast of Spitzbergen, where usually

no impediment exists, as far up as 80°. They should

take every opportunity of proceeding directly to the

north, where, in about 82°, rarry has told us the large

floes had disappeared, and the sea was found to be
loaded only with loose, disconnected, small masses of

ice, through which nhips would find no difficulty in

sailing, though totally unfit for boats dragging ; and as

this loose ice was drifting to the southward, he further

says, that before the middle of August a ship might
Jiave sailed up to the latitude of 82°, almost without

touching a piece of ice. It is not then unreasonable to

cpect that beyond that parallel, even as far as tlie

pole itself, the s5a would be free of ice, durinff the six

summer months of perpetual sun, through eacn of the

twenty-four hours ; which, with the aid of the current,

would, in all probability, destroy and dissipate the

polar ice.

The distance from Hakluyt's Headland to the pole

is 600 geographical miles. Granting the ships to rrake
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only twenty miles in twenty-four hours, (on the suppo-

sition of much sailing ice to go through,) even in that

case it would require but a month to enable the ex-

plorer to put his foot on the pivot or point of the axis

on which the globe of the earth turr.s, remain there a

month, if necessary, to obtain the sought-for informa-

f'on, and then, with a southerly current, a fortnight,

probably lesSj would bring him back to Spitzbergen, *

In a notice in the Quarterly Keview of this, one of

the most singular and perilous journeys of its kind
ever undertaken, except perhaps that of Baron "Wran-
<re\\ upon a similar enterprise to the northward of Eehr-

iiig's Straits, it is observed,— "Let any one conceive

for a moment the situation of two open boats, laden
with seventy days' provisions and clothing for twenty-

eight men, in the midst of a sea covered nearly with
detached masses and floes of ice, over which these

l)oats were to be dragged, sometimes up one side of a
rugged mass, and down the other, sometimes across the

lanes of water that separate them, frequently over a
surface covered with deep snow^ or through pools of

water. Let him bear in mind, that the men had little

or no chance of any other supply of provisions than
that which they carried with them, calculated as just

fjufficient to sustain life, and consider what their situa-

tion would have been in the event, by no means an
improbable one, of losing any part of their scanty
St )ck. Let any one try to imagine to himself a situa-

tion of this kind, and he will still have but a faint idea

of the exertions which the men under Captain Parry
had to make, and the sufferings and privatioxis they

had to undergo."

Captain Parry having thus completed his fitlh voy-

age into the arctic regions, in four of which he com-
manded, and was second in the other, it may here be
desirable to give a recapitulation of his services.

In 1818 he was appointed Lieutenant, commanding
the Alexander, hired ship, as second ofticei* with his

uncle, Commander John Koss. In 1819, still as Lieu-

• Banow's \'<)yi\ge8 cf Discovery, p, 316.
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tenant, he was appointed to command the Hecla, and
to take charge of the second arctic expedition, on which
service he was employed two years. On the 14th of

November, 1820, he ^^as promoted to the rank of

Commander.
On the 19th of December, 1820, thb Eedfordean

(lold Medal of the Bath and West of England Societ}?

for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, and
Commerce, was unanimously voted to him. On the

SOtli of December of that year, he was appointed to

the Fury, with orders to take command of the expedi-

tion to the Arctic Sea. With the sum of 600 guineas,

subscribed for the purpobe, " the Explorer of the Polar

Sea " was afterward presented with a silver vase,

highly embellished with devices emblematic of tho

arctic voyages. And on the 24th of March, 1821, the

city of Bath presented its freedom to Captain Parry, in

a box of oak, highly and appropriately ornamented.

On the 8th of November, 1821, he obtained his post-

captain's rank. On the 22d of November, 1823, he

was presented with the freedom of the city of Win-
<;hester ; and, on the 1st of December, was appointed

acting hydrographer to the Admiralty in the place of

Captain Hind, deceased. In 1824 he was appointed to

tlie Hecla, to proceed on another exploring voyage.

On the 22d of November, 1825, Captam Parry was
tormally appointed hydrographer to the Admiralty,

which oflSce he continued to hold until the 10th of

November, 1826.

In December, 1825, he was voted the freedom of the

borough of Lynn, in testimony of the high sense enter

taiiied by the corporation of his meritorious and enter

prising conduct.

In April, 1827, he once more took the command oi

his old ship, the Hecla, for another voyage of discovery

toward the North Pole. On his return in the close of

the year, having paid off the Hecla at Deptford, hi

resumed, on the 2d of November, his duties as hydro-

rapher to the Admiralty, which oiSce he held until

e 13th of May, 1829. Having received the Iv^or of%
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knighthood, he then resigned in favor of the present

Admiral Beaufort, and, ootaining permission from the

Admiralty, proceeded to New South Wales as resident

Commissioner to the Australian Agricultural Com
pany, taking charge of their recently acquired larj^c

territory in the neighborhood of Port Stephen. Ho
returned from Australia in 1834. From the 7th of

March, 1835, to the 3d of February, 1836, he acted as

Poor Law Commissioner in Norfolk. Early in 1837,

he was appointed to organize the Mail Packet Service,

then transferred to the Admiralty, and afterward, in

April, was appointed Controller of steam machinery to

the Navy, whict office he continued to hold up to De-
cember, 1846. From that period to the present time

he has filled the post of Captain'Superintendent of the

Royal Navy Hospital at Haslar.

Captain John Ross's Second Voyage, 1829-33.

In the year 1829, Capt. Ross, the pioneer of arctic

exploration in the 19th century, being anxious once
more to display his zeal and enterprise as well as to

retrieve his nautical reputation from those unfortunate

blunders and mistakes which had attached to his iirst

voyage, and thus remove iVe cloud which had for

nearly ten years hung over his professional character,

endeavored without effect to induce the government
to send him out to the Polar Seas in charge of another
expedition. The Board of Admiralty of that d. , in

the spirit of retrenchment which pervaded their coun-

cils, were, however, not disposed to recommend any
further grant for research, e^en the Board of Longi-
tude was abolished, and the boon of 20,000Z. offered

by act of parliament for the promotion of arctic dls

covery, also withdrawn by a repeal of the act.

Captain Ross, however, undaunted by the chilling

iudiflference thus manifested toward his proposals by
the Admiralty, still persevered, having devoted 3000^.

out of his own funds toward the prosecution of the ob-

ject he had in view. He was fort
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meet with a public-spirited and affluent coadjutoi And
supporter in the late Sir Felix Booth, the eminen dis-

tiller, and that gentleman nobly contributed 17.,000/.

toward the expenses. Captain Ross thereupon set to

work, and purchased a small Liverpool steamer named
the Victory, whose tonnage he increased to 160 tons.

She was provisioned for three years. Captain Ross
chose for his second in command his nephew. Com-
mander James Koss, who had been with him on liis

lirst arctic expedition, and had subsequently accompa-
nied Parry in all his voyages. The other omcers of tli(3

vessel were— Mr. William Thom, purser ; Mr. George
M'Diarmid, surgeon ; Thomas Blanky.Thos. Abernet'ty,

and George Taylor, as 1st, 2d, and 3d, mates ; Alex-

ander Brunton and Allen Macinnes as Ist and 2d engi-

neers ; and nineteen j)etty officers and seamen ; making
a complement in all of 28 n: '3n.

The Admiralty furnished toward the pui-poses of tlio

expedition a decked boat of sixteen tons, called tlio

Krusenstern, and two boats which had been used by

Franklin, with a stock of books and instruments.

The vessel being reported ready for sea was visited

and examined by the late Kin^ of the French, the

Lords of the Admiralty, and other parties taking an

interest in the expedition, and set sail from "Woolwich
on the 23d of May, 1829. For all practical purposes
the steam machinery, on which the commander had
greatly relied, was found on trial utterly useless.

Having received much damage to her spars, in ii

severe gale, the ship put in to the Danish settlement of

Holsteinberg, on the Greenland coast, to refit, and
sailed again to the northward on the 26th of June.

They found a clear sea, and even in the middle of Lan-

caster Sound and Barrow's Strait perceived no traces

of ice or snow, except w^hat appeared on the lofty sum-
mits ofsome of the mountains. The thermometer stood

at 40°, and the weather was so mild that the officers

dined in the cabin without a fire, with the skyliglit

partially open. On the 10th of August they passed

Cape York, and thence crossed over into Regent JnU '
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inakiug the western coast between Seppiug's and Elwin
Bay on the 16th.

They here fell in with those formidable strejuns,

packs, and floating bergs of ice which had offered such

obstructions to Parry's ships. From their proximity to

the magnetic pole, their compasses became useless as

they proceeded southward. On the 13th they reached

the spot where the Fury was abandoned, but no rem
nants of the vessel were to be seen. All her sails,

stores, and provisions, on land, were, however, found
;

the hermetically-sealed tin canisters having kept the

provisions from the attacks of bears ; and the flour,

bread, wine, spirits, sugar, &c., prov ^d as good, after

being here four years, as on the first day they were
packed. This store formed a very seasonable addition,

which was freely made available, and after increasiui;

their stock to two years and ten months' supply, they

still left a large quantity for the wants of any futiii-is

ex])lorer8. On the 15th, crossing Cresswell Bay, tliey

reached Cape Garry, the farthest point which had been
seeri by Parry. They were here much inconvenienced
and delayed by fogs and floating ice. "While moun-
tains of ice were tossing aroimd them on every side,

they were often forced to seek safety by mooring tlieui-

selves to these formidable masses, and drifting witli

them, sometimes forward, sometime? backward. In this

manner on one occasion no less th'^n nineteen miles

were lost in a few hours ; at other times they under-

went frequent and severe shocks, yet escaped any seri-

ous damage.
Captain Ross draws a lively picture of what a ves-

sel endures in sailing among these moving hills. He
reminds the rc'^ider th^t ice is stone, as solid as if it

were granite ; and he bids him " imagine these moun-
tains hurled through a narrow strait by a rapid tide,

meeting with the noise of thunder, breaking from each
other's precipices huge fragments, or rending each
other asunder, till, losing their former equilibrium,
they fell over headlong, lifting the sea around in break-
ers and whirling it in eddies. There is not a moment
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iu which it can be conjectured what will happen in tlui

next ; there is not one which may not be the last. The
attention is troubled to fix on any thing amid such con

fusion ; still must it be alive, that ,*t may seize on the

single moment of help or escape which may occur

Yet with all this, and it is the hardest task of all, there

nothing to be acted,— no effort to be made,— ho18

must be patient, as if he were unconcerned or careless,

waiting, as he best can, for the fate, be it what it may,
which ne cannot influence or avoid."

Proceeding southward, Koss found Brentford Bay,
about thirty miles beyond Cape Garry, to be of consid-

erable extent, with some fine harbors. Landing here,

the British colors were unfurled, and the coast, named
after the promoter of the expedition, was taken posses-

sion of in the name of the King. Extensive and com-

modious harbors, named Ports Logan, Elizabeth, and
Eclipse, were discovered, and a large bay, which waa
called Mary Jones Bay. Ey the end of September
the ship had examined 300 miles of undiscovered coast

The winter now set in with severity, huge masses of

ice began to close around them, the thermometer sani

many degrees below freezing point, and snow fell very

thick. By sawing through the ice, the vessel was got

into a secure position to pass the winter, in a station

which is now named on the maps Felix Harbor. Tho
machinery of the steam engine was done away with,

tlie vessel housed, and every measure that could add to

the comfort of the crew adopted. They had abundance
of fuel, and provisions that might easily be extended

to three years.

On the 9th of January, 1831, they were visited by a

large tribe of Esquimaux, who were better dressed and

cleaner than those more to the northward. They dis-

played an intimate acquaintance with the situation and

bearings of the country over which they had traveled,

and two of them drew a very fair sketch of the neigh-

boring coasts, with which they were familiar ; thia

was revised and corrected by a learned lady named
Teriksin,— the females seeming, from this and former
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instances, to have a clear knowledge of the hydrography

und geography of the continent, oay8, straits, and riv-

ers v/nich they had once traversed.

On the 5th of April, Commander Ross, with Mr.

] >lanky, the chief mate, and two Esquimaux guides, set

uut to explore a strait which was reported as ying to

the westward, and which it was hoped might lead to

the western sea. After a tedious and arduous journey

ihey arrived, on the third day, at a bay facing to the

westward and discovered, further inland, an extensive

lake, called by the natives Nie-tyle-le, whence a broad

fiver flowed into the bay. Their guides informed them,

however, there was no prospect of a water comunica-

tion south of their present position. Capt. Ross then

traced the coast fifty or sixty miles further south.

Several journeys were also made by Commander
Ross, both inland and along the bays and inlets. On
the 1st of May, from the top of a high hill, he observed

a large inlet, which seemed to lead to the western sea.

Ill order to satisfy himself on this point, he set out

iii^ain on the 17th of May, with provisions for three

weeks, eight dogs, and tliree companions. Having
crossed the great middle lake of the isthmus, he reacheu
his former station, and thence traced an inlet which
was found to be the moutli of a river named by them
Cilurry. From the high hill, they observed a chain of

lakes leading almost to Thom's Bay, the Victory's sta-

tion in Fe?" ~
.rbor. Proceeding northwest along the

coast, they crossed the frozen surface of the strait which
has since been named after Sir James Ross, and came
to a large island which was called Matty ; keeping
along its northern shore, and passing over a narrow
f^trait, which they named after Wellington, they found
tliemselves on what was considered to be the main-

land, but which the more recent discoveries of Simpson
have shown to be an island, and which now bears the

name of King William's Land. Still journeying on-

ward, with diflBculties continually increasing, from
heavy toil and severe privation, the dogs became ex-

hausted with fatigue, and a burden ratlier than an aid

to the travelers.

r

V-

I

si', t

ll

i

» , t

f \



m

160 I'KtKJKKSS (»K Ali«!'HO DISCOVEUY.

One of their greatest embarrassments was, how to

diHtinffuish between land and sea. " When all is ice,

and all one dazzling mass of white— when the surface

of the sea itself is tossed up and fixed into rocks, while

the land is, on the contrary, very often flat, it is not

always so easy a problem as it might seem on a super-

ficial view, to determine a fact which appears in words
to be extremelv simple." Although their provisions

began to fall short, and the party were nearly worn
out, Commander Ross was most desirous of making as

much western discovery as possible ; therefore, depos-

iting every thing 'hat could be dispensed with, he
pushed on, on the ^8th with only four days' provisions,

and reached Cape Felix, the most northern point of

this island, on the following day. The coast here took

II southwest direction, and there was an unbounded ex-

vaiise of ocean in view. The next morning, after hav-

ing traveled twenty miles farther, they reached a point,

which Ross called Point Victory, situated in lat. 64:'^

^o' 19'', long. 98° 32' 49", while to the most distant one
in view, estimated to be in long. 99° 17' 58", he gave
the name of Cape Franklin. However loath to turn

back, yet prudence compelled them to do so, for as

they had only ten days' short allowance of food, and
more than 200 miles to traverse, there could not be a

moment's hesitation in adopting this step. A higli

cairn of stones was erected before leaving, in which
was deposited a narrative of their proceedings.

The party endured much fati^e and suffering on

their return journey ; of the eignt dogs only two sur-

vived, and the travelers in a most exhausted state a:

rived in the neighborhood of the large lakes on the 8tb

of June, w^^ere they fortunately fell in with a tribe of

natives, w'.o received them hospitably, and supplied

them I'lentiftilly with_fish, so that after a day's rest

they resumed their jout:sey, and reached the ship on

the 13th. Captain Ross in the meanwhile had made a

partial srTvey of the Isthmus, and discovered another

large lake, which he named after Lady Melville.

After eleven months' imprisonment their little ship
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once more floated bnoyaixt on the waves, having been

released from her icy ban'ier on the 17th of September,

l)ut for the next few days made but little progresn,

^eing beaten about among the icebergs, and driven

hither and thither by the currents.

A change in the weather, liowover, took place, and
on the 23a they were once more frozen in, the sea in a

Wv'^ek after exhibiting one clear and unbroken surface.

All October was passed in cutting through the ice into

a more secure locality, and another dreary winter hav-

ing set in, it became necessary to reduce the allowance

of provisions. This winter was one of unparalleled

severity, tl e thermometer falling 92° below freezing

point. During the ensuing spring a variety of explo-

ratory journeys were carried on, and in one of these

Commander Koss succeeded in planting the British

flag on the North Magnetic Pole. The position which
had been usually assigned to this interesting spot by
the learned of Europe, was lat. 70° N., and long. 98*^

30' W. ; but Ross, by careful observations, determined
it to lie in lat. 70° 5' 17" N., and long. 96° 46' 45" W.,
to the southward of Cape Nikolai, on the western shore

of Boothia. But it has since been found that the cen-

ter of magnetic intensity is a movable point revolving

within the frigid zone.

"The place of the observatory," Ross remarks, "was
as neajr to the magnetic pole as the limited means which
I possessed enabled me to determine. The amount of

the dip, as indicated by my dipping-needle, was 89°

59', being thus within one minute of the vertical

;

while the proximity at least of this pole, if not its ac-

tual existence where we stood, was further confirmed
by the action, or rather by the total inaction, of the

several horizontal needles then in my possession."

Parry's observations placed it eleven minutes distant

only from the site determined by Ross.
" Vs soon," continues Ross, "as I had satisfied my

own oiind on the subject, I made known to the party
this gratifying result oi all our joint labors ; and it was
then U at. amidst mutual congratulations, we fixed th*.

i
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British flag on the spot, and took possession of flic

North Magnetic Pole and its adjoining territory in thu

name of Great Britain and Kinc William 1 v . Wo
had abundance of materials for uuilding in the frag-

ments of limestone that covered tlie beach, and we
therefore erected a cairn of some magnitude, under
which we buried a canister containing a record qi' tlu;

interesting fact, only regretting that we had not tho

means of constructing a pyramid of more importance,

and of strength sufficient to withstand the assaults of

time and of the Esquimaux. Hud it been a ])yrami<l

as large as that of Cheops, I am not quite sure that ir

woulahave done more than satisfy our ambition under
the feelings of that exciting day."

On the 28th of August, 1831, they contrived to warp
the Victory out into the open sea, and made sail on

the followmg morning, but were soon beset with ice,

as on the former occasion, being once more completely
frozen in by the 27th of September.
On the previous occasion their navigation had been

three miles ; this year it extended to four. This pro

tracted detention in the ice made their present posi

tion one of great df nger arid peril. As there seemed
no prospect of extracting their vessel, the resolution

was come to of abandoning her, and making the best

of their way up the inlet to Fury Beach, there to avail

themselves of the boats, provisions, and stores, whi^li

would assist them in reaching Davis' Straits, where
they might expect to fall in with one of the whale
ships.

On the 23d of April, 1832, having collected all that

was useful and necessary, the expedition set out, drag-

ging their provisions and boats over a vast expanse of

rugged ice. "The loads being too heavy to be c;ir-

ried at once, made it necessary to go backward nnd

forward twice, and even oftener, the same day. TKi'V

bad to encounter dreadful tempests of snow and dv\\\

and to make, several circuits in order to avoid imparl

sable barriers. The general result was, that by the

12th of Mny they had traveled 329 miles to gain tlnrrv

M
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in a direct line, having in tliiH labor expended a

month." After this preliminary movement, they bade
a farewell to their little vessel, nailing her colors to

the mast. Capt. Ross dcsc^'ibes himself as deeply af-

il'cted ; this being the first vessel he had been obliged

to abandon of thirty-six in which ho had served dnr

ing the course of forty-two years. On the 9th of June
Connnaiider Koss and two others, with a fortnight';*

jjrovisions, left the main body, who were more heav
ily loaded, to ascertain the state of the boats and sup-

])iie8 at Fury Beach. Returning they met their coni-

lades on the 25th of June, reporting that they had
found three of the boats washed away, but enough sfill

left ior their j)urpose, and all the provisions were in

^ood condition. The remainder of the jour..cy was
accomplished by the whole party in a week, and on
the Ist of July they reared a canvas mansion, to

which they gave the name of Somerset House, and
enjoyed a hearty meal.

Hy the 1st of August the boats were rendered sci*-

viceable, and a considerable extent of open sea being
visibhi, they set out, and after much buffeting among
the ice in their frail shallops, reached the mouth of

the inlet i»y the end of August. After several fruit-

less attemp'is to run along Barrow's Strait, the obstruc-

tions of the ice obliged them to haul the boats on shore,

(iiid pitch their tents. Barrow's Strait was found, from
repeated surveys, to be one impenetrable inii^JS of ice.

After lingering here till the third week in September,
it was nnanimously agreed that their only resouice

was to fall back on the stores at Fury Beach, and there

epeiid their fourth winter. They were only able to get

half the distance in the boats, which were hauled on
shore in Batty Bay on the 24:th of September, and
the rest of their journey continued on foot, the pro-

visions being dragged on sledges. On the 7th of Oc-
tober they once more reached their home at the scene
of the wreck. They now managed to shelter their

canvas tent by a wall of snow, and setting up an ex-

tra stove, made themselves tolerably comfortable untiJ

I
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the iucieasintr severity of the winter, and rigor of

the cold, added to the tempestiiuuu weather, made
them perfect prisoiierB, and borely tried their patience.

Scurvy now began to attack several of the party, and
on the 16th of February, 1833, Thomas, the carpenter,

fell a victim to it, and two others died. '* Their situ-

ation was becoming truly awful, since, if they were
not liberated in the ensuing summer, little prospect

appeared of their surviving another year. It was
necessary to make a reduction in the allowance of

preserved meats ; bread was somewhat deficient, and
the stock of wine and spirits was entirely exhausted.

However, as they caught a few foxes, which were con-

eidered a delicacy, and there was plenty of flour,

sugar, soups, and vegetables, a diet could be easily

arranged sufficient to support the party."

While the ice remained firm, advantage was taken

of the spring to carry forward a stock of provisions to

Batty Bay, and this, though only thirty-two miles, oc-

cupied them a whole month, owing to their reduced
numbers from sickness and heavy loads, with the jour-

neyings to and fro, having to go over the ground eight

times.

On the 8th of July they finally abandoned this de-

pot, and encamped on the 12th at their boat station in

Batty Bay, where the aspect of the sea was watched
with intense anxiety for more than a month. On the

15th of August, taking advantage of a lane of water
which led to the northward, the party embarked, and
on the following morning had got as far as the turn-

ing point of their last year's expedition. Making their

way slowly among the masses of ice with which the

Inlet was encumbered, on the ITth they found the wide
expanse of Barrow's Stuait open before them, and nav-

igable, and reached to within twelve miles of Cape
York. Pushing on with renewed spirits, alternately

:owing and sailing, on the night of the 25th they

.ested in a good harbor on the eastern shore of Navy
Board Inlet. At four on the following morning they

were routed fron their slumbers by the joyful intelli
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^erice of a ship being in sight, and never did nieii

more hurriedly and energetically set out; but the ele-

ments conspiring against thesm, a^ter being baffled by
calms and currents, they had tlie misery to see the

ship leave them with a fair breeze, and found it im-

possible to overtake her, or make themselves seen. A
few hours later, however, th(3ir despair was relieved by
the sight of another vessel w'aich was lying to in a calm.

By dint of hard rowing they were this time moie for

tunate, and soon came up A/ith her ; she proved to be
the Isabelij^, of Hull, the ve;ry ship in which Ross had
made his first voyage to these seas. Capt. Koss was
told circumstantially of his own death, &c., two years

previously, and he had some difficulty in convinciiip:

them that it wae reallv he and his party who now stood

before them. So great was the joy with which they

were received, that the Isabella manned her y^rds,

and her former commander and his gallant bard of

adventurers were saluted with three hearty cheers.

The scene on board can scarcely be described ; each

of the crew vied with the other in assisting and com-
forting the party, and it cannot better be told than in

Ross's own words :
—

" The ludicrous soon took place of all other feelings
;

in such a crowd, and such confusion, all serious thought

was impossible, while the new buoyancy of our spirits

made us abundantly willing to be amused by the scene

which now opened. Every man was hungry, and was
to be fed ; all were ragged, and were to be clothed

;

there was not one to whom washing was not indispen-

sable, nor one whom his beard did not deprive of all

human semblance. All, every thing too, was to be dor.o

at once : it was washing, shavino;, dressing, eating, all

intermingled ; it was all the materials of each jumbled
together, while in the midst of all there were intermina-

ble questions to be asked and answered on both sides

Ibe adventures of the Victory, our own escapes, the

politics of England, and the news which was now four

yea" 8 old.
*' But all subsided into peace at last The sick we;^
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aocommodated, the seamen disposed of, and all was
done for us which care and kindness could perform.

" Night at length brought quiet and serious thoughts,

and I trust there was not a man among us who did not

tlien express, where it was due, his gratitude for that

interposition which had raised us all from a despair

which none could now forget, and had brought us from
the very borders of a most distant grave, to life and
friends and civilization. Long accustomed, however,

to a cold bed on the hard snow or the bare rock, few

could sleep amid the comfort of our new accommoda-
tions. I 'TfSiS myself compelled to leave the bed which
had been kindly assigned me, and take my abode in a

chair for the night, nor did it fare much better with the

rest. It was for time to reconcile us to this sudden and
violent change, to break through what had become
habit, and inure us once more to the usages of our

former days."

The Isabella remained some time longer to prosecute

the fishery, and left Davis' Strait on her homeward
passage on the 30th September. On the 12th of Oc-
tober they made the Orkney Islands, and arrived at

Hull on the 18th. Tlie bold explorers, who had lono^

been given up as lost, were looked upon as men risen

from the grave, and met and escorted by crowds of

sympathizers. A public entertainment was given to

them by the townspeople, at which the freedom of the

town was presented to Captain Ross, and next day he

left for London, to report to the Admiralty, and was
honored by a presentation to the king at W indsor.

The Admiralty liberally rewarded all the parties,

except indeed Captain Ross. Commander J. C. Ross

was appointed to the guardship at Portsmouth to com-

plete his period of service, and then received his post

rank. Mr. Thom, the purser, Mr. M'Diarmid, the sur-

geon, and the petty officers, were appointed to good

situations in the navy. The seamen received the usual

double pay given to arctic explorers, up to the tim<^

f leaving their ship, and full pay from that date uiiti'I)

heir arrival in England.

I
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A committee of the House of Commons took up the

case of Captain Ross early in the session of 1834, and
on their recommendation 5,000^. was granted him as a

remuneration for his pecuniary outlay and privations.

A baronetcy, on the recommendation of the same
committee, was also conferred by his Majesty William
IV. on Mr. Felix Booth.
In looking back on the results of this voyage, no im-

partial inquirer can deny to Captain Ross the merit of

liavinw effected much good by tracing and surveying
the wnole of the long western coast of Regent Inlet,

proving Boothia to be a peninsula, and setting ut rest

tiie probability of any navigable outlet being discovered

from this inlet to the Polar Sea. The lakes, rivers and
islands which were examined, proved with suthcient

accuracy the correctness of the information furnished to

Parry by the Esquimaux.
To Gomraandei James Ross is due the credit of

resolving many important scientific questions, such as

the conibination of light with magnetism, fixing the

exact position of the magnetic pole. He was also the

only person in the expedition competent to make oljser-

rations in geology, natural history and botany. Out
of about 7(W miles of new land explored, Commander
Ross, in the expeditions which he planned and con-

ducted, discovered nearly 500. He had, up to this

(ime, passed fourtf 'm summers and eight winters in

t'iese seas.

The late Sir John Barrow, in his " Narrative of Yoy-
iiges of J 'scovery and Research," p. 518, in opposition

to Ross's c oinion, asserted that Boothia was not joined

to the cont leut, but that they v/ere "completely divi-

ded by a navigable strait, ten miles wide and upward,
leading past Sack's Estuary, and into the Gulf (of

Boothia,) of which the proper name is Akkolee, not

Boothia ; and moreover, that the two seas flow as tVeely

into each other as Lancaster Sound does into the Polar
Sea." This assumption has since been shown to bo
incorrect. Capt. Ross asserts there is a difl'ertince iw

the level of these two seas.
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I may here fitl}' take a review of Captain R" ^s's ser-

vice, lie entered the navy in 1790f served tifteen yeara

as a midshipman, seven as a lieutenant, and seven as a

commander, and was posted on the 7th of December,
1818, and appointed to tlie command of the first arctio

jixpedition of this centui-y. On his return he received

many marks of fari3r from continental sovereigns, waa
knij^hted and made a Companion of the Bath on tlu/

24th of December, 1834 ; made a Commander of tho

Sword of Sweden, a Knight of the Second Class of St

/Vnne of Prussia (in diamonds,) Second Class of the

Legion of Honor, and of the Red Eagle of Prussia, and
of Leopold of Belgium. Received the royal preraiun

from the Geographical Society of London, in 1833, fo

his discoveries in the arctic regions ; also gold medal
IVom the Geographical Society of Paris, and the Royf^i

Societies of Sweden, Austria, and Denmark. The free-

dom of the cities of London, Liverpool, and Bristo)
'.

six gold sndff-boxes from Russia, Holland, Denmark-
Austria, London and Baden; a sword valued at lOr
guineas from the Patriotic Fund, for his sufferings, hav
ing been wounded thirteen times in three different

actions during the war : and one of the vame of 200/.

fi-om tlie King of Sweden, for service in the J^altic and
the White Sea. On the 8th of March, 18^9, he was
aj^pointed to the lucrative post of British ^onsul at

Stockholm, which he lield for six years.

\ I'

Captain Back's Land Journey, 1833-35.

Four years having elapsed without any tidings being
received of Capt. Ross and his crew, it began to be

generally feared in England that they had been adfled

to the aumber of former sufferei's, in the prosecution of

tfieir arduous undei*taking.

Dr. Richardson, who had himself undergone such

riightftd perils in the arctic regions with Franklin, waa
the first to call public attention to the subject, ir a letter

to th<r Ge<-graphical Society, in which he suggested a

projoct ^br relieving themj if stil^ alive and to be found
;

II i>
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and at the same time volunteered his services to the

Colonial Secretary of the day, to conduct an exploring

party.

Although the expedition of Capt. Ross was not under-

(uken under the auspices of ^o\ ernment, it became a

national concern to ascertain the ultimate fate of it, and
to make some effort for the relief of the party, whoso
home at that time might be the boisterous sea, or wlioso

shelter the snow hut or the floating iceberg. Dr. Rich-

ardson proposed to proceed from Hudson's Bay, in a

northwest direction to Coronation Gulf, where he was
to commence his search in an easterly direction. Pass-

ing to the north, along the eastern side of this gulf, ho
would arrive at Point Tiirnagain, the eastern point of

liis own former discovery. Having accomplished this,

he would continue his searcli toward the eastward until

he reached Melville Island, thus perfecting geographical

discovery in that quarter, and a continued coast line

might be laid down from the Fury and Hecla Strait to

Bcechey Point, leaving only the small space botween
Franklin's discovery and that of the Blossom unexplored.

The proposal was favorably received ; but owing to the

political state of the country at the time, the oner was
not accepted.

A meeting was held in November, 1832, at the rooms
of the Horticultural Society, in Regent street, to obtain

funds, and arrange for fitting out a private relief expe-

dition, as the Admiralty and Government were unable
to do this officially, in consec^nence of Captain Ross's

expedition not being a publi( one. Sir George Cock-
hurn took the chair, and justl^'^ observed that those offi-

cers who devoted their time U) the service of science,

and braved in its pursuit the 'angers of unknown and
nngenial climates, demanded he sympathy antl assist-

ance of all. Great Britain h A taken the lead in o;eo-

{graphical discovery, and ther< ^vasnot one in tliis coun-

try who did not feel pride a- I honor in th(^ fame she

had attained by the expeditiouof Parry and Franklin;
hilt if we wislied to create fi it. /"cParrys and Franklins,

if we wished to encourage BrLw'sh entL-iprise and com

ill »
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age, we must prove that the officer who is out of sight

of his countrymen is not forgotten ; that there is con

sideration for iiis sufferings, and appreciation of his

spirit. This reflection will cheer hira in the hour of

trial, and will permit him, when surrounded by dangers

and privations, to indulge in hope, the greatest blessing

of man. Captain George Back, R. JN., who was in

Italy when the subject was lirst mooted, hastened to

England, and offered to lead the party, and his services

were accepted. A subscription was entered into, to

defray the necessary expenses, and upward of 6000/.

was raised ; of this sum, at the recommendation of Lord
Goderich, the then Secretary of State, the Treasury con-

tributed 2000/.

After an interview with the king at Brighton, to which
he was specially summoned. Captain Back made prepa-

rations for his journey, and laid down his plan of opera-

tions. In order to facilitate his views, and give him
greater authority over his men, special instructions and
authority were issued by the Colonial Office, and tho

Hudson's Bay Company granted him a commission in

their service, and placed every assistance at his disposal

throughout their territory in North America.
Every thing being definitely arranged, Capt. Back,

accompanied by Dr. Richard King as surgeon and natu

rulist, with three men who had been on the expedition

with Franklin, left Liverpool on the 17th of February.

1833, in one of the New York packet ships, and arrived

in America after a stormy passage of thirty-five days.

He proceeded on to Montreal, where he had great ditli

culty in preventing two of the men from leaving him,

as their hearts began to fail them at the prospect of

the severe journey with its attendant difficulties, which
they had to encounter.

l^our volurfteers from the Royal Artillery corps hero

joined him, and some voyagenrs having been engaged,
the party left, in two canoes, on the 25th of April. Two
of his party deserted from him in the Ottawa river.

On the 28th of June, having obtained his comple-
ment of men, he may be said to have commenced hin
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journey. The}'^ suffered dreadfully from myriads of

sand-flies and niusquitoes, being so disfiffurea Iw their

fittacks that tlioir features could scarcely l)e recognized.

Horse-flies, appropriately styled " bull-dogs," were aii«

otlier dreadful pest, which pertinaciously gorged them-
selves, like the leech, until they seemed ready to burst.

" It is in vain to attempt to defend yourself against

these puny bloodsuckers ; though you crush thonsanda
of them, tens of thousands arise to avenge tlie death of

tlieir companions, and you very soon discover that tho

conflict which you are waging is one in which you are

Hure to be defeated. So great at last are the pains and
fatigue in buffeting away this attacking force, tiiat in

despair you throw yourself, half suffocated, in a blanket,

with your face upon the ground, and snatch a few min-
utes of sleepless rest." Capt. Back adds that the vig-

orous and unintermitting assaults of these tormenting
pests conveyed the moral lesson of man's helplessness,

since, with all our boasted strength, we are unable to

repel these feeble atoms of creation. " How," he says,
" can I possibly give an idea of the torment we endured
from the sand-flies? As we divided into the confined

and suffocating chasiT>s, or waded through the close

swamps, they rose in clouds, actually darkening the air

;

to see or to speak was equally difficult, for they lushed

at every undefended part, and fixed their poisonous

fangs in an instant. Our fiices streamed with blood, as

if leeches had been applied, and there was a burning
and irritating pain, followed by immediate inflamma-
tion, and producing giddiness, which almost drove u^

mad, and caused us to moan with pain and agony.

At the Pine ])ortage. Captain Back engaged the

Bervices of A. R. McLeod, in the employ of the Hud
son's Bay Company, and who had been fixed upon l)y

Governor Simpson, to aid the expedition. He was
accompanied by his wife, three children, and a ser-

vant; and had just returned from the Mackenzie Uiver,

with a large cargo of furs. The whole family were at-

tached to the party, and after some detentions of a

general and unimportant character tVey arrived at

mii >
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L.

Fort Chipewyan on the 20th of July. Fort Resoiu

tion, on Great Shive Lake, was reached on the 8th of

August.
xne odd assemblage of goods and royageurs in their

encampment are thus graphically described by thu

traveler, as he glanced around him.
" At my feet was a rolled bundle in oil-cloth, con-

taining some three blankets, called a bed; near it a

piece of dried buffalo, fancifully ornamented with long

olack hairs, which no art, alas, can prevent from insin-

uating themselves between the teetli, as you laborious)}'

masticate the tough, hard flesh ; then a tolerably clean

uapkin, spread by way of table-cloth, on a red piece of

canvas, and supporting a tea-pot, some biscuits, and a

salt-cellar ; near this a tin plate, close by a square kind

of box or safe of the same mr'terial, rich with a pale,

greasy hair, the produce of the colony at Red River

;

and the last, the far-renowned jOi^mT/i/ca/j-, unquestion-

ably the best food of the country for expeditions such
as ours. Behind me were two boxes containing astro-

nomical instruments, and a sextant lying on the ground,

while the different corners of the tent were occuj^ied

by a washing apparatus, a gun, an Indian shot-poucii,

bags, basins, and an unhappy-looking japanned pot,

whose melancholy bumps and hollows seemed to re-

proach me for many a bruise (;ndurcd upon the rocks

and portages between Montreal and Lake Winnipeck.
Nor were my crew less motley than the furniture of

the tent. It consisted of an Englishman, a man from
Stornaway, two Canadians, two Metifs or half-breeds,

and three Iroquois Indians. Babel could not have pro-

duced a worse confusion of unharmonious sounds than
was the conversation they kept up."

Having obtained at Fort Resolution all possible in-

formation, fi'oni the Indians and others, relative to the

course of the northern rivers of vvl ich he was in search,

he divided his crew into two parties, five of whom were
left as an escort for Mr. McLeod, and four were to ac-

company himself in search of the Great Fish River,

eince appropi-iately ranied after IJ...U liuuself.
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On the 19th of August thoy began the ascent of the

Hoar P'vost liiver, whose course was a series of the
most fearful cascades and rapids. The woods here
were so thick as to render them almost impervious
consisting chiefly of stunted firs, which occasioned in

Hnite trouble to the party to force their way through
added to which, they had to clamber over fallen trees

through rivulets, and over bogs and swamps, until the

(litiiculties appeared so appalling, as almost to dis-

hearten the party from prosecuting their journey. The
iieart of Captain Back was, however, of too stern a cast

to be dispirited by diflficulties, at which less persever
''ng explorers would have turned away discomfited,

and cheering on ms men, like a bold and gallant leader,

the first in the advance of danger, they arrived at length

in an open space, where they rested for awhile to recruit

their exhausted strength. The place was, indeed, one
of barrenness and desolation ; crag was piled upon crag

to the height of 2000 feet from the base, and the course

of the river here, in a state of contraction, was marked
by an uninterrupted line of foam.

However great the beauty of the scenery may be,

and however resolute may be the will, severe toil will

at length relax the spirits, and bring a kind of despon-

dency upon a heart naturally bold and undaunted . This

was found particularly the case now with the interpre-

ter, who became a dead weight upon the party. Rapid
now succeeded rapid ; scarcely had they surmounted
one fall than another presented itself, rising like an am-
phitheater before them to the height of fifty feet. They
liowever, gained at length the ascent of this turbulen

and unfriendly river, the romantic beauty and wild

scenery of which were strikingly grand, and after pass

ing successively a series of portages, rapids, falls, lakea,

and rivers, on the 27th Back observed from the summit
of a high hill a very large lake full of deep bays and
islands, and which has been named Aylmer Lake, after

the Governor-General of Canada at that time. The
boat was sent out with three men to search for the lake,

or outlet of the river, which they discovered on the sec-
J*
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ond day, and Captain l^ack himself, during their ab-

Bence, also accidentally discovered its source in the

Sand Hill Lake, not far from his encampment. Not
prouder was Bruce when he stood on the green sod

which covers the source of the Nile, than was Captain
Back when he found thut he was standing at the source

of a river, the existence of which ivas known, but the

couree of which was a pro])lciri, no .ravcler had yet ven-

tured to solve. Yielding to that pleasurable emotion
which discoverers, in the iirst bound of their transport,

may be pardoned for indulging, Back tells us he threw
himself down on the bank and drank a hearty draught
of the limpid water.

"For this occasion," he adds, "I had reserved a lit-

tle grog, and need hardly say with what cheerfulness

it was snared among the crew, whose welcome tidings

had verified the notion of Dr. Kichardson and myself,

and thus placed h md doubt the existence of the

Thlew-ee-choh, or Great Fish River.

On the 30th of August, they began to move toward
the river, but on reaching Musk-ox Lake, it was found
impoasible to stand the force of the rapids in their frail

canoe, and as wint(5r was approaching, their return to

the rendezvous on Slave Lake was determined on.

At Clinton Colden Lake, some Indians visited them
from the Chief Akaitcho, who, it will be remembered,
was the guide of Sir John Franklin. Two of these In-

dians remembered Captain Back, one having accom-
panied him to the Coppermine River, on Franklin's

first expedition.

At the Cat or Artillery Lake, they had to abandon
their canoe, and perform the rest of the journey on foot

over precipitous rocks, through frightful gorges and ra-

vines, heaped with masses of granite, and along narrow
ledges, where a false step would have been fatal.

. At Fort Reliance, the party found Mr. McLeod had,

dm'ipg their absence, erected the frame-work of a com-
fortable residence for them, and all hands set to work
to complete it. After many obstacles and difficultiea.

it was finished.
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Dr. Kiufj joined them on the 16th of September, with

two laden oateaux.

On the 5th of November, they exchanged their cold

tents for the new house, which was fifty feet long by

thirty broad, and contained four rooms, beside** a spa-

cious hall in the center, for the reception and accom-
modation of the Indians, to which a sort of rude kitchen

was attached.

As the winter advanced, bands of starving Indians

continued to arrive, in the hope of obtaining some re-

lief, as little or nothing was to be procured by hunting.

They would stand around while the men were taking

their meals, watching every mouthful with the most
longing, imploring look, but yet never uttered a com-
plaint.

At other times they would, seated round the fire, oc-

cupy themselves in roasting and devouring small bits

of their reindeer garments, which, even when entire,

afforded them a very insufiicient protection against a

temperature of 102° below freezing point.

The sufiterings of the poor Indians at this period are

described as frightful. " Famine with her gaunt and
bony arm," says Back, " pursued them at every turn,

withered their energies, and strewed them lifeless on
the cold bosom of the snow." It was impossible to

afford relief out of their scanty store to all, but even
siTiall portions of the mouldy pemmican intended for

tlie dogs, unpalatable as it was, was gladly received,

and saved many from perishing. " Often," adds Back,
" did I share my own plate with the children whose
helpless state and piteous cries were peculiarly distress-

ing ; compassion for the full-grown may, or may not,

be felt, but that heart must be cased in steel which is

insensible to the cry of a child for food."

At this critical juncture, Akaitcho made his appear-
ance with an opportune supply of a little meat, which
in some measuj-e enabled Captain Back to relieve the

sufferers around him, many of whom, to his great de-

light, went away with Akaitcho. The stock of meat
was soon exhausted, and they had to open their pem
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inlcan. Tli(5 ofticerH conteiitcMl thcnifiolvcfl with the

biiurt supply of liiilf a pound a day, hut tlio lahoring

men could not do witli less than a jx^ind and three-

(|[uarter8. The cohl now set in with an intensity wliich

Captain Back luid never ])et'ore experienced,— the ther-

mometer, on the 17th of January, being 70° below zero.

'Such indeed, (he says,) was the abstraction of heat,

that with eight large lugs of <lry wood on the tire, I

could not get the tliermometer higher than 12° below
zero. Ink and paint froze. The sextant cases and
boxes of seasoneu wood, principally fir, all split. The
skin of the hands became dry, cracked and opened
into unsightly and snuirting gashes, which we were
obliged to anoint wifcli grease. On one occasion, after

washing my face within three feet of the lire, my hair

was actually clotted with ice before I had time to dry it."

The hunters suffered severely from the intensity of

.he cold, and compared the sensation of handling their

guns to that of touching red-hot iron, and so excessive

was the pain, that they were obliged to wrap thongs of

leather round the triggers to keep their fingers from
coming into contact with the steel.

The sufferings which the party now endured wei'e

great, and had it not been for the exemplary conduct
of Akaitcho in procuring them game, it is to be doubted
whether any would have survived to tell the misery
they had endured. The sentiments of this worthy sav

age were nobly expressed—" The great chief trusts in

us, and it is better that ten Indians perish, than that

one white man should perish through our negligence

and breach of faith."

On the 14th of February, Mr. McLeod and his family

removed to a place half way between the fort and the

Indians, in order to facilitate their own support, and
assist in procuring food by hunting. His situation,

however, became soon one of the greatest embarrass-

ment, he and his family being surrounded by difficul-

ties, privations, and deaths. Six of the natives neai

him sank under the horrors of starvation, and Akaitch(

and his hunters were twelve days' march distant.
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Toward tho end of April, Capt. Back began to make
ftrrant^emt nts for constructing boats for prosecuting flic

cxpeaition once more, and while so employed, on tlie

25th a messenger arrived with the gratifying intelli-

(^encc, that Capt. Ross had arrived safely m Kiiglaiid,

confirmation of which, was afforded in extracts from

tho Times and Ucrald^ and letters from the long lust

adventurers themselves. Their feelings at these glad

tidings are thus described:

—

"In the fullness of our

liearts we as8end)led together, and humbly offered up
yur thanks to that merciful Providence, who in the

beautiful language of scripture hath said, ';liline own
v\ill I bring ag^im, as I dul sometime fvoln the deeps

of the sea.' Tlie tliought of so wonderful a preserva-

tion overpowered for a time tho common occurrences

of life. Wo had just sat down to breakfast ; but our

appetite was gone, and the day was passed in a fever-

ish state of excitement. Seldom, indeed, did my friend

Mr. King or I indulge in a libation, but on this joyful

occasion economy was forgotton ; a treat was given to

the men, and for ourselves the social sympathies w(M-e

quickened by a generous bowl of punch." Capt. Back's

former interpreter, Augustus, hearing that he was iji

the country, set out on foot from Hudson's Bay to join

him, but getting separated from his two companions,
the gallant little fell ". was either exhausted by suffer-

ing and privations, or, caught in the midst of an open
t'-averse, in one of those terrible snow storms which
may be raid to blow almost through the frame, he had
simk to lase no more, his bleached remains being dis-

covered not far from the Kiviere a Jean. "Such,"
pays Capt. Back, " was the miserable end of poor Au-
fjustus, a faithful, disinterested, kind-hearted creature,

who had won the regard, not of myself only, but I

may add, of Sir J. Franklin and Dr. Richardson also,

by qualities which, wherever found, in the lowest as in

the highest forms of social life, are the ornament and
charm of humanity." '-

On the 7th of June, all the preparations being com-
looted, McLeod having been previously sent on to hunt,
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and deposit casks of meat at vfirious stages, Back set

out with Mr. King, accompanied by four voyagers and

an Indian guide. The stores not required were buried

and the doors and windows of the liouse blocked up.

At Artillery Lake, Back picked up the remaiudei
of liis party, with the carpenters wiio had been em
j/Ioyed preparing boats. The lightest and best wjis

cliosen and placed on runners plate- 1 with iron, and in

tliifj manner she was drawn over the ice by two men and

HJx fine dogs. The eastern shore of the laku was ful

lowed, aft it was found less rocky and precipitous tliiin

the opposite one. The march was prosecuted by night,

tlie air being more fresh and pleasant, and the parly

took rest in the day. The glare of the ice, the ditii-

<n]ty encountered in getting the boat along, the ice be-

ing so bad that tlie spikes of the runners cut through

instead of sliding over it, and the thick snow whicli

fell in June, greany increased the labor of getting aloi.-^.

Tlie cold, raw wind pierced through them in spite v)t'

cloaks and blankets. After being caulked, the boat

was launched on the l^th of June, the lake being siif-

liciently unobstructed to admit of her being towed

a!on«r shore. The weather now became exceed inijlv

unpleasant— hail, snow, and ram, pelted them one atte:

the other for some time without respite, and then oiilv

yielded to squalls that o\^erturned the boat. With
alternate spells and baitings to rest, they however.

gradually advanced on the ti'averse, and were reallv

making considerable progress when pelting showers of

sleet and drift so dimmed and confused the sight, dark-

ening the atmosphere, and li!niting their view to oiilv

a few paces before them, as to render it an extreme! v

perplexing task to keep their course.

*iOn the 23d of June, they fortunately fell in with a

ca-c/f('. made for them by their avant-courier^ Mr. M
I^od, in which was a seasonable supply of deer nm!

vatiusk-fer flesh, the latter, however, so impregnated wit!.

**^th(' (y^M fiom which it takes its name, that the men d(

•'f"lai||! they would rather starve three days than sw.il

iow"^ iiiontliful of it. To reuiove this unfavorable im
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pression, Capt. Back ordered the daily rations to bo

Bcrved from it for his own mess as well as theirs, tak-

ing occasion at the same time, to impress on their minds
the injurious consequences of voluntary abstinence,

and the necessity of accommodating their tastes to

such food as the country might supply. Soon after an-

other cache was met with, thus making eleven animals
in all, that had been thus obtained and secured for

them bv the kind care of Mr. McLeod.
On the 27th, they reached Sandy Hill Bay, whei-e

they foimd Mr. McLeot! encamped. On the 28th, the

l)oat being too frail to be dragged over the portage,

about a quarter of a mile in length, was carried bodily

by the crew, and launched safely in the Thlew-ee-choh
or Fish River. After crossing the portage beyond
Musk-ox Rapid, about four miles in length, and having
;ill his party together. Captain Back took a survey of

his provisions for the three months of operations, which
lie found to coiisist of two boxes of maccaroni, a case

of cocoa, twenty-seven bags rf pemmican of about 80

lbs. each, and a keg with two gallons of rum. This ho
considered an adequate supply if all turned out sound
;ind good. The difficulty, liowever, of transporting a

weight of 5000 lbs, over ice and /ocks, by a circuitous

route of full 200 miles, may be easily conceived, not to

nienticn the pain < ndured in walking on some parts

uiiere rhe ice formed innumerable spikes that pierced

like needles, and in other places where it was so black

and decayed, that it threatened at every step to engulf

(he adventurous traveler. These and similar difhcul

ties could only be overcome by the most steady perse

verance, and the most determined resolution.

Among the group of dark figures huddled together

in the Indian encampment around them, Capt. Back
found his old acquaintance, the Indian beauty of whom
mention is made in Sir John Franklin's narrative un-

der the name of Green Stockings. Although sur-

i.M.nded with a family, with one urchin in her cloak

clinging to her back, and several other materna' ac-

companiments, Ca]^t. Back immediately recognized
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lier, au-d called her by her name, at which she laughed,

and said she was an old woman uow,^ and hfgged that

she might be relieved by the " medicine man '' for slie

was very much out of health. However, notwithstand-

ing all this, she was still the beauty of her tribe, and
with tliat consciousness which belongs to all belles, sa\ -

age or polite, she seemed by no means displeased who.i

l»uck sketched her portrait.

Mr. McLood was now^ sent back, taking vith him to:i

persons and fourteen dogs. His instructions were to

proceed to Fort Resolution for the stores expected to hf

sent there by the Hudson's Bay Company, to build a

hou^iG in some good locality, for a permanent fisliin„

.--ration, and to be again on the banks of the Fish Kivei

by the middle of September, to afi( d Back and his

IHirty any assistance or relief they might require.

The old Indian chief Akaitcho, hearing from the in-

terjjreter that Capt. Back vas in his immediate neigh-

borhood, said, "I have known the chief a long Www.
and I am afraid T sliull never see him again ; I W'ill i^n

to liim.'- On his arrival he cautioned Back against tin'

dangers of a river vvhich h^ distinctly told him th

present race of Indians knew nothing of lie alsi

warned him against the treachery of tlie Esquimaux,
vvhich he said was always masked under the guise irt

friendship, ol)serving they would attack him wlien h

least expected it. "i am afraid," c^nitiniicd the goc^l

old chief, " that 1 shall never see you again \ but shouhi

you escape from the gi'eat water, take care you are not

caught by the winter, and tlirown into a situation likt;

tluit in vrhieh you were on your return from the Cop
permine, for you are alone, and the Indians cannttt

assist you."

The carpenters, with an Iioquois, not being furthi^i'

required, were dismissed to join Mr. McLeod, and on

the 8th of July they proceeded down the river. The

"''bont was now launclied and laden with her cargo, which,

together with ten persons, she stowed well enough for

a smooth river, but not for a lake or sea way. The

wei'.'-''t wn^ oiilciibM.ted at 3300 lbs., exclusive of tho

awuiug, poles, sails, vfec. and the crew.
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Their progress to the sea was now one continued sue-

cossion of dangerous and formidable falls, rapids, and
cataracts, which frequently made Back hold his breath,

expecting to see the boat aashed to shivers against some
protruding rocks amidst the foam and fury at the foot

of a rapid. The only wonder is how in their frail leaky

boat they ever shot one of the rapids. Rapid after

rapid, and fall after fall, were passed, each accompa-
nied with more or less danger ; and in one instance the

l)oat was only saved by all hands jumping into the

breakers, and keeping her stern up the stream, until

she was cleared from a rock that had brought her up.

They had hardly time to get into their places again,

when they were carried with considerable velocity

past a river which joined from the westward. After

passing no less than five rapids within the distance of

three miles, they came to one long and appalling one,

full of rocks and large boulders ; the sides hemmed in

by a wall of ice, and the current flying with the veloc-

it}' and force of a torrent. The boat was lightened of

her cargo, and Capt. Back placed himself on a high

rock, with an anxious desire to see her run the rapid,

lie had every hope which confidence in the judgment
and dexterity of his ])rincipal men could insjure, but it

was impossible not to fi^el that one crash would be fatal

to the expedition. Away they went with the speed of

an arrow, and in a moment the foam and rocks hid

them from view. Back at last heard what sounded in

his ear like a wild shriek, and he saw Dr. King, who
was a hundred yards before him, make a sign with his

gun, and then run forward. Back followed with an
agitation which may be easily conceived, when to his

inexpressible joy he found that the shriek was the tn
umphant whoop of the crew, who had landed safely in

a small bay below. For nearly one hundred miles of

the distance they were impedea by these frightful whirl

pools, and strong and heavy rapids.

On opening one of their bags of pemmican, the in

genuity of the Indians at pilfering was discovered, sue
cessive layers of nn'xed sand, stones, and green men
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having been artfully and cleverly substituted for the

'Jry meat. Fearful that they might be carrying heaps
of stone instead of provision, iBack had to examinw
carefully the remainder, which were all found sound
and well-tasted. He began to fear, from the inclination

of the river at one time toward the south, that it would
be found to discharge itself in Chesterfield Inlet, ii.

Hudson's Bay, but subsequently, to his great joy, it

took a direct course toward the north, and nis hopes of

reaching the Polar Sea were revived. The river now
led into several large lakes, some studded with islands,

which were named successively after Sir H. Pelly, and
Mr. Garry, of the Hudson's Bay Company ; two others

were named Lake Macdougall and Lake Franklin.

On the 28th of July, they fell in with a tribe of about
thirty-five very friendly Esquimaux, who aided them
in transporting their boat over the last long and steep

portage, to which his men were utterly unequal, and
Back justly remarks, to their kind assistance he is

mainly indebted for getting to the sea at all.

It was late when they got away, and while threading

their course between some sand-banks with a strong

cmTent, they first caught bight of a majestic headland
in the extreme distance to the north, which had a

coast-like appearance. This important promontory,
Back subsequently named after our gracious Queen
then Princess Victoria.

" This, then," observes Back, " may be considered an

the mouth of the Thlew-ee-choh, which after a violent

and tortuous course of 530 geographical miles, running
through an iron-ribbed country, without a single tree

on the whole line of its banks, expanding into five

large lakes, with clear horizon, mo&i ehibarrassing to

the navigator, and broken into falls, caf^cades, and rap-

ids, to the numbei" of eighty-three in .the whole, poui's

its' water into the Polar Sea', in lat. 67^31' N., and lono-.

94^ 30' W., that is to say, about thirtj-seven miles

wore south tlian the Coppermine l^S' v ^nd nineteen

miles more south than that of Bac^..*;!^<five.r, ,o' 7rank
lin,) Mt the lower extremity of ^ >'ttu > ;"r iitk'.:^
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For several days Back was able to make but. slow

progress along the eastern shore, in consequence of tlie

Boliu body of drift-ice. A barren, rocky elevation of

800 feet high, was named Cape Beaufort, after the

present hydrographer to the Admiralty. A bluff' point

on the eastern siae of the estuary, which he considered

to be the northern extreme, he named Cape Hay.
Dean and Simpson, however, in 1839, traced the shore

much beyond this. The difficulties met with here, be-

C^an to dispirit the men. For a week or ten days tliey

had a continuation of wet, chilly, foggy weather, and
:lie only vegetation, fern and moss, was so wet that it

would not Durn ; being thus without fuel, during this

time they had but one hot meal. Almost without

water, without any means of warmth, or any kind of

warm or comforting food, sinking knee-deep, as they

proceeded on land, in the soft slush and snow, no won-
<ler that some of the best men, benumbed in their limbs
and dispirited by the dreary and unpromising prospect

before them, broke out for a moment, in low murmur-
iugs, that theirs was a hard and painful duty.

Captain Back found it utterly im i)ossible to proceed,

as he had intended, to the Point Turnagain of Franklin,

and after vainly essaying a land expedition by three of

tlie best walkers, and these having returned, after mak-
ing but fifteen miles' way, in consequence of the heavy
rains and the swampy nature of the ground, he cam;
to tlie resolution of returning. Reflecting, he says, on
tlie long and dangerous stream they had to ascend
combining all the bad features of the worst rivers in

flie country, the hazard of the falls and the rapids, auvl

the slender hope which remained of their attaining

even a single mile further, he felt he had no clioiv e.

Assembling, therefore, the men around him, and ur

furling the British flag, which was saluted with three

cheers, he announced to them this deternii nation. Tlie

latitude of this place was 68*^' 13' 57" N., and longitude
!)1° 5S 1" W. Tlie extreme p^>int seen to the nor^),-

ward on the western side of the estuary, in latitude 68°

W N., longitude 9') 20' W., Back natned Cape Rich-
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ardBoii. Tlie spirits of many of the men, whose health

had suffered greatly for want of warm and nourishing

food, now brightened, and they set to work with alac-

rity to prepare for their return journey. The boat be

„ng dragged across, was brought to the place of their

^"ormer station, after which the crew went back four

tniles for their baggage. The whole was safely con-

veyed over before tiie evening, when the water-casks

were broken up to make a fire to warm a kettle of

cocoa, the second hot meal they had had for nine days.

On the 15tli of August, they managed to make their

way about twenty miles, on their return to the soutli-

ward, throuM , br ..ch h '-^
) ice, till they came t<i

open wi^ .
*1

' 'itfici *> '; the river were doubk'<l

in the n • .:, t'l . n t-c 'xiit; ( > ^"^iC^^d against the stream.

All tlie jb-^ir. lea of iVd rap^ f - sand-banks, and loni^;

l^ortagfc ill M.' ie ^^cv-^ ir some days as many as

sixteen or uVrui^ rupxili \.ei af?cended. They found,

as they pro'- ided, tb X M*^ny of the deposits of pro-

visions, c which they reii-d, had been discovered and
destroyed by wolves. On the 16th of September, they

met Mr. McLeod and his party, who had been several

days at Sand Hill Bay, waiting for them. On the 24tli,

tliey reached the Ah-hel-dessy, where they met with

some Indians. They were ultimately stopped by one

most formidable perpendicular fall, and as it was fbuii(]

ini])08sible to convey the boat further over so rugged

and mountainous a country, most of the declivities of

which were coated with thin ice, and the whole hidden
by snow, it was here abandoned, and the party pin

ceeded the rest of the journey on foot, each laden with

a pack of about 76 lbs. weight.

Late on the 27th of September, they arrived at their

old habitation, Fort Reliance, after ]>f>ing absent nearly

four months, wearied indeed, but " truly grateful for

the manifold mercies they had experienced in the

course of their long and perilous journey." Arran<rf-

ments wei-e n<)W made to pass f)ie winter as comfor^a-

Illy as thei) means would permit, and as there was ii<i

|n-(>biibi|jt\ that there would ^e sufficient food in tlio

It! S H
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iionsu for the con8iiiii[)tiun of the whole i»arty, all ex-

cept eix were sent with Mr. McLeod to tiie fisheries.

The Indians brought them provisions from time to time,

iuid tlieir friend Akaitcho, with liis followers, thougli

not very snccessful in hunting, was not wanting in

liis contrii)ntions. This old cliieftain was, however,
no longer tlio same active and important ])ersonage he

had been in the days when he rendered such good
service to Sir John I'ratiklin. Old age and inlirmities

were creeping on him and lenderiug him peevish and
fickle.

On the 2l8t of March following, having left direc-

tions with Dr. King to proceed, at the proper season,

to the Com])any\s factory at Hudson's l>ay, to endtark

for England in their spring shi])S, Captain Back soi

out on his return throu";h (^anada, callinix at the Fisho-

ries to bid farewell to his esteemed fi-ieml, Mr. McLeod,
and arriving at the Koi'way House on the 24t]i, wliei'e

he settled and arranged the accounts due for stoi-es,

ifec, to the Hudson's Bay Company. He proceeded
thence to New York, embarked for England, and ai'-

rived at Liverpool on the 8th of September, after an
absence of two years and a half Back was honored
with an audience of his Majesty, who exjiressed his ap-

probation of his efFoits — first in the cause of human-
ity, and next in that of ge(>gra])hical and scientific re-

search. He has since been knighted ; and in IS^T*, the

Royal Geogra])hical Society awarded him their gold
medal, (the Boyal preminm,) for his discovery of the

<^}reat Fish River, and navigating it to the sea on the

arctic coast.

Dr. King, with the remainder of the party, (ei

men,) reached England, in the Hndsou'a Bay C(

pany's sliip, in the following month, October.
Of Captain Back's travels it has been justly observed

that it is impossible to rise from the perusal of tliem

without being struck with astonishment at the extent of
sufferings winch the human frame can endure, and at the;

same time the wondrous display of fortitude whicli was
"sJLtilbited under circumstances of so appalling a nature,
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as to invest the narrative with the character of a roman
tic fiction, rather than an unexaggerated tale of actual

reality. He, however, suftered not desj^air nor despon-

dency to overcome him, hut gallantly and undauntedly
pursued his course, until he returned to his native land

t3 add to the number of those noble sj^irits whose namea
will be carried to posterity as the brightest oruameuti
to the country which gave them" birth.

Captain Back's Voyage of the Tbrbob.

In the year 1836, Captain Back, who had only re*

turned the previous autumn, at the recommendation of

the Geographical Society, undertook a voyage in tht>

Terror up Hudson's Strait.

He was to reach Wager River, or Repulse Bay, and
to make an overland journey, to examme the bottom
of Prince Regent's Inlet, sending other parties to the

north and west to examine the Strait of the Fury and
Hecla, and to reach, if possible, Franklin's Point Turn
again.

Leaving England on the 14th of June, he arrived on
the 14th of August at Salisbury Island, and proceeded
up the Frozen Strait ; off Cape Comfort the ship got

frozen in, and on the breaking up of the ice by one of

those frequent convulsions, the vessel was drifted right

up the Frozen Channel, grinding large heaps that op
po.sed her progress to powder.
From December to March she was driven about by

lie furv of the storms and ice, all attempts to release

her bemg utterly powerless. She thus floated till the

loth of July, and for three days was on her beam-ends

;

l>ut on the 14th she suddenly righted. The crazy vessel

with her gaping wounds was scarcely able to transport

the crew across the stormy waters of the Atlantic, but

the return voyage which was rendered absolutely neces-

sary, was fortunately accomplished safely.

1 shall now give a concise summary of Captain Sir

George Back's arctic services, so as to present it more
readily to the reader;
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In 1818 he was Admiralty Mate on board the Tront,

mder Franklin. In 1819 he again accompanied him
on his first overland journey, and was with him in nil

.those perilous sufferings wliich are elsewhere nurruted.

He was also as a Lieutenant with Franklin on his sec-

dud journey in 1825. Uavin^ been in the interval pro-

moted to the rank of Commauder, he proceeded, in 183.%

accompanied by Dr. King and a party, through North-
01-11 America to the Polar Sea, m search oi Captain
flolin lioss. He was posted on the 30th of Septembei-,
1 S35. and appointed in the following year to the com-
inund of the Terror, for a voyage of discovery in Hud
Bon's Bay.

MbSSRS. DkABK and SiMP80N*8 D18COVEPIE8.

In 1836 the Hudson's Bay Company resolved upon
undertaking the completion ot the survey of the north

ern coast of their territories, forming the shores of

Arctic America, and small portions of which were left

undetermined between the discoveries of Captains Back
and Franklin.

They commissioned to this task two of their officers.

Air, Thomas Simpson and Mr. Peter Warren Dease, wlio

wore sent out with a party of twelve men from the com
piuiy's chief fort, with proper aid and appliances. De-
Hcending the Mackenzie to the sea, they reached and
surveyed in July, 1837, the remainder of the western

part of the coast left unexamined by Franklin in 1825,

from his Return Reef to Cape Barrow, where the Bios

Boin's boats turned back.

Proceeding on from Return Reef two new rivers

were dt&covered,— the Garry and the Coiville; the

hitter more than a thousand miles in length. Althougii

it was the height of summer, the ground was found
frozen several inches below the surface, the spray fi*oze

on the oars and rigging of their boats, and the ice lay

smooth and solid in the bays, as in the depth of winter,

On the 4th of August, having letl the boats and pro

^^eeded on by hind, Mr. Simpson arrived at Elson Buy
12 II*
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wliidi point Lieutenant Elson had reached in the Bios*

Boni's barge in 182().

The i)arty now returned to winter at Fort Confidence,

on (ireat Bear Lake, wlience they were inBtructed to

piosecute theJr search to tlie eastward next season, and
to comnmnicato if possible with Sii- George Back's

oxpeditif^n.

They left their winter quarters on the 6th of June,
1.S88, and descended Dease's River. They found tlu;

(voppermine liiver mucli swollen hy floods, and encmn-
licred with masses of floating ice. Tlie rapids they bad
to ])ass were very perilous, as may be inferred from the

following graphic description:

—

"We had to pull for our lives to keep out of the suc-

tion of the precipices, along whose base the breakers

rag(Ml and foamed with overwlielming fury. Shortly

betbre noon, we came in sight of Flscape Kapid of

Franklin ; and a glance at the overhanging clifl'told uf^

that there was no alternative but to run down witli u

full cargo. In an instant," continues Mr. Simpson, "we
were in the vortex ; and before we were aware, my boat

was borne toward an isolated rock, which the boilini;

surge almost concealed. To clear it on the outride was

ne longer possible ; our only chance of safety was to

iMin between it and the loftv eastern clifl^". The word
was passed, and every breath was huslied. A stream

which dashed down upon us over the brow of the preci

pice more than a hundred feet Ir, lieiglit, mingled with

the spray that 'whirled u]nvard from tlie rapid, formiiii,'

a terrific shower-bath. The pass was about eight feet

wide, and the error of a single foot on either side would
have been instant destruction. As, guided by Sinclair's

consummate skill, the boat shot safelv throuc^h those

jaws of death, an involuntary cheer arose. Our ne\t

impulse was to turn round to view the fate of our cori-

raaes behind. They had profited by the peril we in-

curred, and kept without the treacherous rock in time.'

On the Ist of eTuly they reached the sea, and en-

camped at tl e mouth of the river, where they waited

for the opening of the ice till the 17th. They doubled
step?
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Taj'-i Barrow, one of the northern points of Bathurst's

Iiih't, on the 20th, hut were prevented crossing the inlet

hy the continuity of the ice, and obliged to make a
circuit of nearly 150 miles by Arctic Sound.
Some very pni-e .specirtieii.^ of copper ore were found

on one of the Barry Islands. After doubling Capo
Minders on the 9th of August, the boats wore arrested

l)v the ice in a little bay to which the name of Boat
Haven was given, situate about three miles from Frank-
liiTs farthest. Ilerr the boats lin^jered for th(^ best

part of a month, in utter hopelessness. Mr. Simpson
jMished on therefore on the 20tJi, witli an explorin*' party

of seven men, provisioned for ten days. On the fii-st

day they passed Point Turnagain, the limit of Frank-
lin's survey in 1821. On the 23d they had readied an
^.'levated cape, vvith land apparently closing all i-ourid

U) the northward, so that it was feared they had only

'x;en traversing tlie coast of a huge bay. But the

perseverance oi the adventurous explorer was fiiUy re-

\varded.

"Witli bitter disappointment," writes Mr. Siinpson,
" I ascended the height, from whence a vast and splen-

(lid prospect burst suddenly upon me. Tlu' sea, as if

transformed by enchantment, rolled its fierce waves at

my feet, and ])eyond the reach of vision to the east vard,

Islands of various shape and size overspread its surface
;

and the northern land terminated to the eye in a bold

and lofty cape, bearing east northeast, thirty or forty-

ini'es distant, while the continental coast trended away
^<»utlleast. I stood, in fact, on a remarkable headland,

at the eastern outlet of an ice-obstructed strait. On the

f'xter.sive land to tlie northward I bestowed the name
(»f our most gracious sovereign Queen Victoria. Its

eastern visible extremity I called Cape Pelly, in com-
pliment to the governor of Hudson's Bay Company."
Having reached the limits which prudence, dictated

in the face of the long journey back to the boats, many
of his men too being lame, Mr. Simpson retraced big

steps, and the party reached Boat-haven on the 20th of

Au<Tjust, having traced nearly 140 miles of new coast
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Hie boats were cut out of their icy prison, and com
iiienx;ed their re-ascent oftlie Coppermine on the 3d oi

September. At its junction with the Kendal E-iver thej

left their boats, and shouldering tlieir packs, traversed

tlie barren grounds^ and arrived at their residence on

the lake by the 14th of September.

The following season these persevering explorers com
menced tlieir tliird voyage. They reached the Bloody

Full on the 22d of June, 1839, and occupied themselves

for a week in carefully examining Richardson's Kiver,

which was discovered in the previous year, and dis-

ciiarges itself in t)ie head of Back's Inlet. On the od

of July they reached Cape Barrow, and from its rocky

heights were surprised to observe Coronation Gulf

almost clear of ice, while on their former visit it coukl

have been crossed on foot.

They were at Cape Franklin a month earlier than

Mr. Simpson reached it on foot the previous year, and

doubled Cape Alexander, the northernmost cape in this

quarter, on the 28th of July, after encountering a \i<*

lent gale. They coasted the huge ))ay extending for

about nine degrees eastward from this point, being fa-

vored with clear weather, and protected by the various

islands they met from the crushing state of the iw
drifted from seaward.

On the 10th of August they opened a strait about

ten miles wide at each extremity, out narrowing to fou*

or five miles in the center. This strait, which divides

the main-land from Boothia, has been called Simpson's

Strait.

On the le3th of Augiiet they had passed Richardson's

Point and doubled roint Ogle, the furthest point of

Back's journey in 1834.

By tlie 16th they had reached Montreal Island in

Back's Estuary, where tliey found a deposit of pro-

visions which Captain Back bad left there that day fi\

«

years. The pemmican was unlit for use, but out o>'

several pounds of chocolate half decayed the men con-

trived to pick sufHcient to make a kettleful acceptable

drink in honor of the occasion. There weie also a tii'
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case urid a few fish-hooks, of which, observes Mr.
SiuiDson, •' Mr. Dease and I took possession, as memo
riulfc of (>nr having breakfasted on the very spot where
the tent of our gallant, though less succefisful precursor

stood that very day five years before.

By the 20th of August they had reached as far as

Aberdeen Island to the eastward, Irom which they had
a view of an apparently large gulf, corresponding with

that which had been so correctly descril)ed to Parry by
the intelligent Esquimaux female as Aklvolee.

From a m<*untainous ridge about three miles inland

a view of land in the northeast was obtained sujtposed

to be one of the southern promontories of Boothia.

High and distant islanv^s stretching from E. to E. N. E.

(prol)ably some in Committee Bay) were seen, and two
considerable ones were noted far out in the oliing

Ivemembering the length and difficulty of their return

route, the explorers now retraced their steps. On their

return voyage they traced sixty miles of the south coast

of Boothia, where at one time they were not more than
ninety miles from the site of the magnetic pole, as de-

termined l)y Captain Sir James C. Ross. On tho 25th

of August they erected a high cairn at their farthest

point, near Cape Herschel.

About 150 miles of the high, bold shores of Victoria

Land, as far as Capo Parry, were also examined;
Wellington, Cambridge, and Byron Bays being sur-

veyed and accurately laid down. They then stretched

across Coronation Gulf, and re-entered the Copper-
mine River on the 16th of September.
Abandoning here one of their boats, with the re-

mains of their useless stores and other articles no't

required, they ascended the river and reached Fort

(^mfidence on the 24:th of September, after one of the

lorgest and most successful boat voyages ever per-

formed on the Polar Sea, having traversed more than
1600 miles of sea.

Tn 1838, before the intelligence of this last trip

liad been received, Mr Simpson was presented by
tlie Royal Geograph:?a Society of London with tht»
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founder's Gold Medal, for discovering and tracing in

1837 and 1838 about 300 miles of the arctic shores

;

but the voyage which I have just recorded has added
ereatly to the laurels which he and hie bold compan-
ions have achieved.

Db. John Rab's Land Expedition, 1846-47.

Although a little out of its chronological order, I

give Dr. Eae's exploring trip before I proceed to no-

tice Franklin's last voyage, and the diflerent relief

expeditions that have been sent out during the past

two years.

In 1846 the Hudson's Company dispatched an ex

pedition of thirteen persons, under the command of

Dr. John Rae, for the purpose of surveying the nnex-

plo ed portion of the arctic coast at the northeastern

angle of the American continent between Dease and
Simpson's farthest, and the Strait of the Fury and
Hecla.

The expedition left Fort Churchill, in Hudson's
Bay, on the 5th of July, 1846, and returned in safety

to York Factory on the 6th September in the ibllow-

ing year, after having, by traveling over ice and snow
in the spring, traced the coast all the way from the

Lord Mayor's Bay of Sir John Ross to within eight

or ten miles of the Fury and Hecla Strait, thus prov-

ing that eminent navigator to have been correct in

stating Boothia to be a peninsula.

On the 16th of July the boats first fell in with the

ice, about ten miles north of Cape Fullerton, and ii;

was so heavy and closely packed that they were
'obliged to take shelter in a deep and narrow inh^t

that opportunely presented itself, where they were

closed up two days.

On the 22d the party reached the most southerly

opening of Wager River or Bay, but were detained

the whole day by the immense quantities of heavy ifc

driving in and out with the flood and ebb of the tide,

which ran at the rate of eight miles an hour, forcinu: ni
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.ne ice and grinding it against the rocks with a noise

like thunder. On the night of the 24th the boats

anchored at the head of the Repulse Bay. The follow-

ing day they anchored in Gibson's Cove, on the banks
of which they met with a small party of Esquimaux

;

several of the women wore beads round their wrists,

which they had obtained from Captain Parry's ship

when at tgloolik and Winter Island. But they had
neither heard nor seen anything of Sir John Franklin.

Learning from a chart drawn by one of the natives,

that the isthmus of Melville peninsula was only about
forty miles across, and that of this, owing to a number
of large hikes, but five miles of land would have to be
passed over, Dr. Rae determined to make his way
over this neck in preference to proceeding by Fox's

Channel through the Furv and IJecla Strait.

()ne boat was therefore laid up with her cargo in

security, and with the other the party set out, assisted

by three Esquimaux. After traversing several large

lakes, and crossing over six " portages," on the 2d of

August they got into the salt water, in Committee
Bay. but being able to make but little progress to the

northwest, in consequence of heavy gales and closely

packed ice, he returned to his starting point, and made
l^reparations for wintering, it being found impossible
to proceed with the survey at that time. The othei

boat was brought across the isthmus, and all hands
were set to work in making preparations for a long
and cold "v.inter.

As no wood was to be had, stones were collected to

build a house, which was finished by the 2d of Sep-
tember. Its dimensions were twenty feet by fourteen,

and about eight feet high. The roof was formed of

oil-cloths and morse-skin coverings, the masts and
oars of the boats serving as rafters, while the door
was made of parchment skins stretched over a wooden
frame.

The deer had already commenced migrating south-

ward, but whenever he had leisure, Dr. Rae shoul-

dered his rifle, and had frequently good success, shoot-

•
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ing on one day seven deer within two miles of their

encampment.
On the 16th of October, the thermometer fell to

zero, and the greater part of the reindeer had passed
;

but the party had by this time shot 130, and during

the remainder of October, and in JSTovember, thirty-

two more were killed, so that with 200 partridges and
51 few salmon, their snow-built larder was pretty well

stocked.

Sufficient fuel had been collected to last, with econ-

omy, for cooking, until the spring ; and a couple of

seals which had been shot produced oil enough for

their lamps. By nets set in the lakes under the ice, a

few salmon wei^e also caught.

After passing a very stormy winter, with the tem-

perature occasionally 47° below freezing point, and
often an allowance of but one meal a day, toward the

end of February preparations for resuming their sur-

veys in the spring were made. Sleds, similar to those

used by the natives, were constructed. In the begin-

ning of March the reindeer began to migrate north

ward, but were very shy. One was shot on the 11th.

Dr. Rae set out on the 5th of April, in company
with three men and two Esquimaux as interpreters,

their provisions and bedding being drawn on sleds by
four dogs. ^Nothing worthy of notice occurs in this

exploratory trip, till on the 18th Rae came in sight of

Lord Mayor's Bay, and the group of islands with which
it is studded. The isthmus which connects the land
to the northward with Boothia, he found to be only about
a mile broad. On their return the party fortunately fell

in with four Esquimaux, from whom they obtained a

quantity of seal's blubber for fuel and dog's food, and
some of the flesh and blood for their own use, enougli

to maintain them for six days on half allowance.
All the party were more or less aft'ected with snow

blindness, but arrived at their winter quarters in Re-
pulse Bay on the 5th of May, all safe and well, but aa

black as negroes, from the combined effects of frost-

bites and oil smoke.

V^ ''-
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On tlic evening of the 13th May, Dr. Hue again

started with a chosen party of four men, to trace the

west shore of Melville peninsula. Each of the men
carried about 70 lbs. weight.

Being unable to obtain a dro[) of water of nature's

thavring, and fuel being rather a scarce article, they

were obliged to take snuill kettles of snow under the

blankets with them, to thaw by the heat of the body.
Having reached to about 69° 42' IST. kit., and 85° 8'

long., and their provisions being nearly exhausted,

they were obliged, much to their di8ap})ointment, to

turn back, when only within a few miles of the Hecla
and Fur}'' Strait. Early on the morning of the 30th

of May, the party arrived at their snow hut on Gape
Thomas Simpson. The men they had left there were
well, but very thin, as they had neither caught nor
shot any thing eatable, exce])t two marmots, and they

were preparing to cook a invvc of ]>archment skin for

their supper.
" Our journey," says Dr. Rae, " hitherto had beek

the most fatiguing I had ever experienced ; the severe

exercise, with a limited allowance of food, had reduced
the whole party very much. However, we marched
merrily on, tightening our belts— mine came in six

inches— the men vowing that when they got on full

allowance, they would make up for lost time."

On the morning of the 9th of June, they arrived at

their encampment in Kepulse Bay, after being absent
twenty-seven days. The whole party then set actively

to work procuring food, collecting fuel, and preparing
the boats for sea ; and tlie ice in the bay having broken
up on the 11th of August, on the 12th they left their

winter quarters, and after encountering head winds
and stormy weather, reached Churchill River on the

31 st of August.
A gratuity of 4:001. was awarded to Mr. Rae, by the

Hudson's Bay Company, for the siiportant services he
bad thus rendered to "he cause i science.

»

t (

il



r •

lOfi PROORKSR OF AKCI'K! DiHflOVKKY.

M fii!

'

I

l\

Captain Sir John Fi:ankltn's Last Expedition,
1846-51.

Ti^AT Sir John Franklin, now nearly six years ab-

sent, is alive, we dare not affirm ; but that his shipa

siiould be so utterly annihilated that no trace of them
can be discovered, or if they have been so entirely

lost, that not a single life should have been saved to

relate the disaster, and that no traces of the crew or

vessels should have been met with by the Esqnimaux,
or the exploring parties who have visited and investi-

<i;ated those coasts, and bays, and inlets to so consid-

erable an extent, is a most extraordinary circumstance.

It is the general belief of those officers who have
served in the former arctic expeditions, that whatever
accident may have befallen the Erebus and Terror,

they cannot wholly have disappeared from those seas,

and that some traces of their fate, if not some living

remnant of their crews, must eventually reward the

pearch of the diligent investigator. It is possible thai

they may be found in quarters the least expected.

There is still reason, then, for hope.^ and for the great

and honorable exertions which that divine spark in

the soul has prompted and still keeps alive.

"There is something," eays the Athenaeum, "in-

'.ensely interesting in the picture of those dreary seas

amid whose strange and unspeakable solitudes our lost

<jountrymen are, or have been, somewhere imprisoned
for so many years, swarming with the human life that

is risked to set them free. No haunt was ever so ex-

citing— so full of a wild grandeur and a profound

pathos— as that which had just aroused the arctic

echoes ; that wherein their brothers and companions
iuive been beating for the track by which they may
rescue the lost mariners fi*om the icy grasp of the Ge
nius of the North. Fancy these men in their adaman
tine i)rison, wherever it may be,— chained up by th«

polar spirit whom they had dared,— lingering throagb

years of cold and darkness on the stinted ration thai

scarcely feeds the blood, and the feeble hope thai

II !



FUANKLIN S LABT KXl'EHlTlON. lo;

pfMp'

o

^ciircely sustains the heart,— and then fiuagine the rusli

of emotions to ffreet the first cr^fi"^<u cnat wild huutin<^

i^round which enould reach t'.^a ears! Tlirough many
biiininers has that cry '.)oeu listened for, no doubt.

Something like an expectation of the rescue which it

filiould announce has revived with each returning sea

i^nn of comparative light, to die of its own baffled in-

tensity as the long dark months once more settled down
ui)on their dreary prison-house.— There is scarcely a

doubt that the track being now struck, these loiig-

j)ining hearts may be traced to their lair. But what to

flie anxious questioning which lias year by year gone
tbrth in search ai their fate, will be the answer now
revealed i The trail is found,— but what of the weary
t'ect that made it? We are not willing needlessly t

alarm the public sympathies, whicli have been so gene
rously stirred on behalf of the missing men,— but we
ure bound to warn our readers against too sanguine an

entertainment of the hope which the first tidings of the

recent discovery is calculated to suggest. It is scarcely

possible that the provisions which are sufficient for three

years, and adaptable for four, can b) any economy
which implies lesR than starvation have been spread

over five,— and scarcely probable that they can have
been made to do so by the help of any accidents whicli

the place of confinement supplied. We cannot hear of

this sudden discovery of traces of the vanished crews as

living men, without a wish which comes like a panj^

that it had been two years ago— or even 'ast year. It

makes the heart sore to think how close re ;ef may have
been to their hiding-place in former years— when it

turned away. There is scarcely reason to doubt that

had the present circumstances of the search occurred

two years ago— last year perhaps— the wanderer&
would have been restored. Another year makes a

frightful difierence in the odds :— and we do not think

the public will ever feel satisfied with what has been
done in this matter if the oracle so lon^ questioned, and
silent so long, shall speak at last— and the answer shall

be. ' It is too late

'
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In the i)ro8ecutioii of the noble enterprise on which
all eyes are now turned, it is not merely scientific re-

search and geographical discovery that are at present

occupying tlie attention of the connnanders of vessels

sent out ; the lives of human bein«^s are at stake, and
above all, the lives of men wlio have nobly periled

every thing in tlie cause of national— nay, of universal

progress and knowledge ;
— of men who have evinced

on this and other expeditions the most dauntless bra-

very that any men can evince. Who can think of tlie

])robable fate of these gallant adventurers without s\

shudder?
Alas 1 how truthfully has Montgomery depicted th«i

fatal imprisonment of vessels in these regions :
—

There lies u vcssol in tliat lealrii of frost,

Not wrecked, not Btranded, yet forever lost

;

Its keel embedded in the solid luasH
;

It8 glistening sails appear expanded glass

;

Tlie transverse ropes with ])earls enormous strtixt^

The yards with icicles grotesquely hung.
Wrupt in the topinjust shrouds there lests a boy,

His old sea-faring father's oidy jf»y
;

Sprung fr ^In a race of rovers, ocean born.

Nursed at the helm, he trod dry land with scorn

,

Through fourscore years fi-oni port to port he Teer*d ;

Quicksand, nor rock, nor foo, nor tempest fear*d

;

Now cast ashore, though like a hulk he lie.

His son at sea is ever in his eye.

He ne'er shall know in his Northumbrian cot,

How brief that son's career, how strange his lot;

Writhed round the mast, aud sepulchred in air.

Him shall no voriu tlevoui', no vulture tear

;

Cougeal'd to adamant his frame shall last,

Though empires change, till tide and time be past
Morn shall return, and noon, and eve, and night

Meet here with interclian^ing shade and light;

But from that barque mo tindjer shall decay.

Of these cold forms no feature pass away ;

Perennial ice around th' encrusted bow,
The peopled-deck, and fuil-rigg'd mast shall grofW

Till from the gun liimself the whole be hid.

Or spied beneath a crystal pyramid :

As in pure amber with divergent lines,

A rugged nhell embossed with sea-weed, shinec,

From age to ju^e increased with annual snow.
This now Mont Blnnc among the clouds may glow
Whose conic peak that earliest greets tlie dawn.
And latest from the sun's shut eye witlulrawn.
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bhuU fmin tlic Zi-iiit)i, tltroiigh iiiciiiiibont gloom.
Burn liko u lam|) ii]K)m this iiaviil tomb.
But when th' uitliaiigd'H trunmut mouiicIh uu high.

The pilu shall hui-st to atoms turough the sky,

And leave its dead, ujwturtiiig at the call,

Ntued r.nd pale, before the Judge of all.

All who read tliese pages will, I am sure, feel the

deepest sympathy iukI admiration of the zeal, pensever-

unce, and conjugjil affection displayed in the noble and
untiring: etforts of Ladv Franklin to relieve or to dis-

cover the fate of JKsr distin<^iiished husband and the gal-

lant party under his command, despite the ditlicnlties,

disappointments, and heart-sickening *' hope deferred"

with which these efforts have been attended. All men
must feel a lively interest in the iate cf these bold men,
and be most desirous to contribute toward their resto-

ration to their country and their homes. The name of

the present Lady Franklin is as "familiar as a house-

hold word " in every bosom in England ; she is alike

the object of our admiration, our sympathy, our hopes,

and our prayers. Nay, her name and that of her hus-

i)and is breathed in prayer in many lands— and, oh !

Iiow earnest, how zealous, how courageous, have been
her efforts to find and relieve her husband, for, like

Desdemona,

"She loved him for the dangers he had passed,

And he lovetl her that she did pity them."

How has she traversed from port to port, bidding "God
epeed their mission " to each public and private ship

going forth on the noble errand of mercy— how freely

and promptly has she contributed to their comforts.

Mow has she watched each arrival from the north,

scanned each stray paragraph of news, hurried to the

Admiralty on eacn rumor, and kept up with unremit-

ting labor a voluminous correspondence with all the

quarters of the globe, fondly wishing that she had the

wings of the dove, that she might flee away, and be
witn him from whom Heaven has seen fit to separate
her so long.

An American poet well depicts her sentiments in the
foHowing lines :

—
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LADY FRANKLIN'S Al'F'EAL TO THE NORTtt

Oh, where, my long hwt-one I art thou,

'Mid Arctic senH and wintry HkiosT

Deep, Polar night in on me now,
And Hope, long wivcked, but mockn "wy t^"**

I am like thee! from frozen pluintt

In the drear 7om(> and HMnlefui air,

My dying, lonely heart oor.iplainB,

And chilJH in sorrow and deHpair.

Tell Ttie, ye Northern winds I that sweep
Down iVom the raylesn, (hisky day—

Where ye have Ijorne, and where ye keep^

My well-beloved within your sway;
Tell me, wheii next ye wildly bear

The icy message in y«)ur breath,

Of my beloved I Oh tell ine where
Ye koe]) him on the shores of death.

Tell me, ye I'olar seas I that roll

From ice-bound shore to sunny isle—
Tell me, when next ye leave the Pole,

Wliere ye have chained my lord the whilrS
On the bleak Northern clifT I wait
With tcar-pained eyes to sec ye comet

Will ye not tell me, ere too late ?

Or will ye mock while 1 am dumb?

Tell rue, oh tell me, mountain waves I

Whence have ye leaped and sprung to-dtfff
Have yo jxissed (j'er their sleeping gravel
That ye rush wildly on your way ?

Will ye sweep on and bear me too

Down to the caves within the deep?
Ob, bring some token to my view
That ye my loved one safe will keep I

Canst thou not tell me, Polar Star I

Where in the frozen waste he kneebt
And on the icy plains afar

His love to God and me reveals T

Wilt thou not send one brighter ray
To my lone heart and aching eyet

Wilt thou not tuin my night to day,
And wake my spirit ere I die ?

Tell me, oh dreary North I for now
My soul is like thine Arctic zone;

Beneatli the darkened skies I boir»
Or ride the stormy sea alone I

Tell mo of my beloved ! for I
Know not a ray my loixl without I

Oh, tell me, that I may not die
A soiri'vvcr on the sea of tlonbtf

a;
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lu the early part of 1840, Sir K. Parry stated, tliut

in ofter.ing his opinions, he did «o under u deep senst

of the anxious and even painful rebpoUHibilitj, both va

regarded tlie risk of life, an well as the inferior consul

eration of expense involved in further attempts to res

cue our gallant countrymen, or at least the surviving

portion of them, from their perilous ])osition.

But it was his deliberate convietivn, that the time

!iad not yet arrived when the attempt' ought to l)e given

up as hopeless : the further effijrts nuiking migiit als(

I»e the means of determining their fate, and whether it

pleased God to give success to those efforts or not, the

Lords of the Admiralty, and the country at large, would
hereafter be better saiistied to have followed up the

noble attempts already nuide, so long as the most dis-

tant hope remains of ultimate success.

In the Jibsence of authentic information of the fate

of the gallant band of adventurers, it has been well

(tbserved, the tcfra incoynita of the northern coast of

Arctic America, will not only be traced, but minutely
purveyed, and the solution of the problem of centuries

will engage the marked attention of the House of Com-
mons, and the legislative assemblies of other parts of

the world. The problem is very safe in their hands, so

safe indeed that two years will not elapse before it is

solved.

The intense anxiety and apprehension now so gencr-

nlly entertained for the safety of Sir John Franklin,

and the crews of the Erebus and Terror, under his com-
mand, who, if still in existence, are now passing through
the severe ordeal of a fifth winter, in those inclement
regions, imperatively call for every available effort to

be made for their rescue froir, a position so }>erilous ;

and as long as one possible av^^nue to that positi(»ii re-

mains unsearched, the countv/ will not feel satisfied

that every thing has been dv^ne, which pei'severance

and experience can accomj)lik,zi, to dispel the mystery
which at present surrounds thjir fate.

Capt. Sir James Ross having returned successful from
^is antarctic expedition in the close of the preceding

jfi
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yoar, in the spring of 1845, the Lords Coiiiinissioncrs

of the Admiralty, upon the recommendation of Sir

Jolm Barrow, determined on sending out another ex-

ited ition to the North Pole.

Accordingly the command was given to Sir John
l>'*'Ukxin, who re-commission':!d tlie Erebus and Terror

the two vessels whicli luul just returned from the South

Tolar Seas. The exj)ediuon sailed from Sheerncss on

tho 20tli of Ma}-, 1845. The followi-ig are the othcers

lu'longing to these vessels, and for whose safety so deep
mi interest is now felt:

—

Captain— Sir John Franklin, K. C. H.
Commander— James Fitzjames, (Capt.)

Lieutenants— (iraham Gore, (C'ommander,) Henry
T. D. Lo Yesconte, Jamet: William Fairholme.

Mates— Chas. F. des Vaux, (Lieut.,) Kobert O^Sar-

gent, (Lieut.)

Second Master— Henry F. Collins

f^
Steplie?! S. Stanley.Surereon

Asfc-istani-Surgeoii — Harry D. S. Goodsir, (acting.)

Paymaster and Purser— Chas. II. Osmer.
Ice-master— James Ileid, acting.

58 Petty Officers, Seamen, &c.

Full Compiemeiit, 70.

Captain— Fra? ^. M. Oroziei

.

Lieutenants— Edward Little, (Commander,) Geo. H.
Hodgson, John Irviuir.

Mates — Fredei'ick J. Ilornby, (Lieutenant,) Rol.c^t

Thomas, (Lieut.)

Ice-master— T. Bhuiky, (acting.)

Second Master— G.A.Maclean.
Surgeon — John S. Peddie.

Assistant-Surgeon — Alexander McDonald.
Clerk in Charge— Edwin J. H. Ilelpman.
57 Petty Officers, Seamen, ifec.

Full Complement, (58.
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Those officers whose rank is within paretithesis have
been promoted during their absence.

The following Is an outline of Capt. Franklin's ser-

vices as recorded in O'Byrue's x^aval Biography :

—

Sir John Franklin, Kt,, K. R. G., K. 0. IL, D. C. L.,

F. R. S., was born in 1786, at Spilsby, in Lincolnshire,

and is brother of the late Sir W. Franklin, Kt., Chief
.[ustice of Madras. He entered the navy in October,

1800, as a boy on board tho Polyphemuo, 64, Ca])tain

John Lawford, under whom he served as midshipman
in the action ofi' Copenhnj^en, 2d uf April, 1801. lie

ther sailed w>h Captain Flinders, ii 11. M. sloop In-

vestigator, on a voyage of discovery to New Holland,
joining there the armed store-shij) Porpoise ; he was
wrecked on a coral reef near Cato Bank on the 17th of

August, 1803. I sliaii not follow liim through all his

Fubsequent period of active naval service, in which he
displayed conspicuous zeal and activity. But we find

him taking part at the battle of Trafalgar, on the Slst

of October, 1805, on board the l>ellerophon, where he

was signal midshipman. He was confirmed as Lien-

tenant, on board tlie Bedford, 74, 11th of February,
1S08, and he then escorted the loyal family of Portugal,

from Lisbon to South Anici-ica. He was engaged in

very arduous services dui'ing tiie expedition against

New Orleans, in the close of 1814, and was slightly

wounded in boat service, and for hit: brilliant services on
this occasion, was wai'udy and officially recommended
for promotion. On the 14th of January, 1818, he as-

sumed command of the hired brig Trent, in which he

tiocompanied Captain D. Bachan, of the Dorothea, on
the perilous voyage of discovery to the neighborhood
of Spitzberojen, which [ have fuUv recorded elsewhere.

In April, 1819, having paid off the Trent in the pre

ceding Noveml>er, he was invested with the conduct
of an expedition destined to proceed overland from the

shores oi Hudson's Bay, for the purpose more particu-

larly of ascertaining; the actual position of the mouth
of the Coppermine River, and the exact trending of the

shores of the Polar Sen, t(~> the eastward of that river
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The details of thie feadul uudertakiii'^, which en-

dured until the summer of 1822, and in the course of

\/hich, he reached as far as Point Turnagain, in latitude

()8° 19' N., and longitude 109'' 25' W., and etfected a

journey altogether of 5550 miles, Captain Franklin

has ably set forth in his "Narrative of a Journey to

the Shores of the Polar Sea, in the year 1819-22," and
which I have abridged in preceding pages. He wad
promoted to the rank of Commander, on the 1st of

January, 1821, and reached his poist rank on the 20tli

of Isovember, 1822. On the 16th of February, 1825,

this energetic officer again left England on another ex-

pedition to the Frozen Regions, having for its object a

co-operation with Captair.s F. W. Beechey, and W. E.

Parry, in ascertaining from opposite quarters the ex-

istence of a northwest passage. The results of thiis

mission will be found in detail in Captain Franklin's

"Narrative of a Second Expedition to the Shores of the

Polar Sea, in 1825-7."

On his return to England, where he arrived on the

26th of Sept., 1827, Franklin ^yas presented by the

Geographical Society of Paris, with a gold medal \al

ued at 1200 francs, for having made the jnost Impo'-taiit

acquisitions to geographical Knowledge during the pre

ceding year, and on the 29th of April, 1829, he received

the honor of knightliood, besides being av;arded in July
following the Oxford degree of a D. C. L.

From 1830 to 1834, he was in active service in com-
mand of H. M. S. liainbov/, on the Mediterranean sta-

ti.«>n, and for his exertioDs dirrmg that period as con-

nected with the troubles in Greece, was presented witb

the order of the Redeemer of Greece. Sir John was
created a K. C. H, on the 25th of January, 1836, r.nd

was for some time Governor of Van Diemen's Lanrl,

Me married, on the I6th of Augusi, 1823, Eleanor

Anne, youngest daughter of W. Pordtn, Esq., arrhilecf,

of Berners Street, London, and secondly, on the 5th of

November, 1828, Jane, second daughter of John Grif

fin, Esq., of Bedford Place.

Captain (-rozier was in all Parry's expeditir.ns, iiav

IM
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ing been midBhipman in the Fury in 1821, in the

Ilecla in 1824, went out as Lieutenant in the Hecla,

with Parry, on liis boat expedition to the Pole in 1827,
volunteered in 1836 to go out in search of the missing

whalers and their crews to Davis' Straits, was made a

Captain in 1841, and was second in command of the

antarctic expedition under Sir James Ross, and on his

return, appointed to the Terror, as second in command
under Franklin.

Lieutenant Gore served as a mate in the last fearful

voyage of the Terror, under Back, and was also with

Ross in the antarctic expedition. He has attained his

commander's rank during his absence.

Lieutenant Fairholrae was in the Niger expedition.

Lieutenant Little has also been promoted during his

absence, and so have all the mates.

Commander Fitzjamos is a brave and gallant officer,

who has seen much service in the East, and has attained

to his post rank since his departure.

The Terror, it may be remembered, is the vessel in

which Captain Sir G. Back made his perilous attempt
to reach Repulse Bay, in 1836.

The Erobu;^ and Terror were not expected home un-

less success had early rewarded their efforts, or some
(casualty hastened their return, before the close of 1847,
nor were any tidings anticipated from them in the in-

terval ; but when tne autumn of 1847 arrived, without
any intelligence of tlic ships, the attention of H. M.
Government was directed to the necessity of searching
for, and conveying relief to them, in case of their being
imprisoned in the ice, or wrecked, and in want of pro-

visions and means of transport.

For this purpose a searching expedition in three

(H visions was fitted out by the government, in the early

part of 1848. The investigation was directed to three

<lifferent quarters simultaneously, viz : Ist, to that by
w)\icli, in case of success, the ships would come out of
the Polar Sea, to the westward, or Eehring's Straits.

Tliis consisted of a single ship, the Plover, commanded
by Captain Moore, which left England in the latter end

nil
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of January, for the purpose of entering Eehring's Strait

It was intended that she should arrive there in tlie

month of July, and having looked out for a winter har-

bor, she mi^ht send out her boats northward and east-

ward, in which directions the discovery ships, if suc-

cessful, would be met with. The Plover, however, in

her first season, never even approached the place of her

destination, owing to her setting off too late, and to her

bad sailing properties.

Her subsequent proceedings, and those of her boata

along the coast, will be found narrated in after pages.

The second division of the expedition was one of

boats, to explore the coast of the Arctic Sea between
the Mackenzie and Coppermine Eivers, or from the

135th to the 115tli degree of W. longitude, together

with the south coast of WoUaston Land, it being sup-

posed, that if Sir John Franklin's party had been com-
pelled to leave the ships and take to the boats, they

would make for this coast, whence they could reach tlie

Hudson's Bay Company's posts. This party was placed

under the command of the faithful friend of Franklin,

and the companion of his former travels. Dr. Sir Jolm
Richardson, who landed at New York in April, 1848,

and hastened to join his men and boats, which were
already in advance toward the arctic shore. He was,

however, unsuccessful in his search.

The remaining and most important portion of this

searching expedition consisted of two snips under the

command of Sir James Ross, which sailed in May, 1848,

for the locality in which Franklin's ships entered on

this course of discovery, viz., the eastern side of Davis'

Straits. These did not, however, succeed, owing to tlio

etate of the ice in getting into Lancaster Sound until

the season for operations had neaiiy closed. These ships

wintered in the neighborhood of Leopold Island, Regent
Inlet, and missing the store-ship sent out with pro-

visions and fuel, to enable them to stop out another

year, were driven out through the Strait by the pack
of ice, and returned home unsuccessful. The subse-

quent expeditions consequent upon the failure of the

i'
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foregoing will be found fully detailed and narrated in

tlieir proper order.

Among the number of volunteers for the service of

exploration, in tlie different searching expeditions, were
the following:— Mr. Chas. ileid, lately commanding
tlie whaling ship Pacilic, and brother to the ice-master

on board the Efrebus, a man of great experience and
respectability.

The Rev. Joseph Wolff, who went to Bokhara in

search of Capt. ConoUy and Col. Stoddart.

Mr. John McLean, wlio had passed twenty-five years

us an officer and partner of the Hudson's Bay Company,
and who has recently published an interesting narra-

tive of his experience in tlie northwest regions.

Dr. Richard King, who accompanied Capt. Back in

his land journey to the mouth of the Great Fish River.

Lieut. Sherard Osborn, R. N., who had recently gone
out in the Pioneer, tender to the Resolute.

Commander Forsyth, R. N., who volunteered for all

tlie expeditious, and was at last sent out by Lady Frank-
lin in the Prince Albert.

Dr. McCormick, R. IST., who served under Captain Sir

E. Parry, in the attempt to reach the North Pole, in 1827,

who twice previously volunteered his services in 1847.

Capt. Sir John Ross, who has gone out in the Felix,

titted out by the Hudson's Bay Company, and by pri-

vate subscriptions ; and many others.

Up to the present time no intelligence of any kind
has been received respecting the expedition, and its

fate is now exciting^the most intense anxiety, not only
1)11 the part of the l^ritish government and public, but

i)f the whole civilized world. The maratime powers of

Europe and the United States are vying with each other

IS to who shall be the first to discover some trace of the

nissing navigators, and if they be still alive, to render
.hem assistance. The Hudson's Bay Company have,

with a noble liberality, placed all their available m-
sources of men, provisions, and the services of their

(;hief and most experienced traders, at the disposal o^'

governme'it. The Russian authorities have also givo>^

): '« >
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every facility fur diffufiiiig information and affording

assistance in their territories.

In a letter from Sir John Franklin to Colonel Sabine,

dated from the Wliale Fish Islands, 9th of July, 1845,

after noticing that, including what they had received

ii'om the transport whicli had accompanied them so far,

the Erebus and Terror had on board provisions, fuel,

clothing and stores for thi-ee years complete from that

date, i. e. to July, 1848, he continues as follows:— '• 1

hope my dear wife and daughter will not be over-anxioiis

ifwe should not return by the time they have fixed upon;
and I must beg*of you to give them the benelit of your
advice and experience when that arrives, for you know
well, that even after the second wintoi', without success

in our object, we should wish to try some other channel,

if the state of our provisions, and the health of the

crews justify it.

Capt. Dannett, of the whaler. Prince of Wales, while

in Melville Bay, last saw the vessels of the expedition,

moored to an iceberg, on the 2Gth of July, in lat. 74^'

48' N., long. C)6'^ 13' W., waiting for a favorable open-

ing through the middle ice from Jiaffin's Bay to Lancas-

ter Sound. Capt. Dannett states that during three weeks
after jjarting company with the ships, he experienced

very line weather, and thinks they would have made
good progress.

Lieut. Griffith, in command of the transport whicli

accompanied them out with provisions to Baffin's Bay,
reports that he left all hands well and in high spirits.

They were then furnished, he adds, with every species

of provisions for three entii-e years, indepenaently of

five bullocks, and stores of every description for the

same period, with abundance of fuel.

The following is Sir John Franklin's official lottci

sent home by the transport :
—

" JTe?' Majesty^s Ship ' Er^vSy
« Whale-Fish Islands, 12th ofJuVy, 1845.

" I have the honor to acquaint you, for the informa-

tion of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, thai
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)ici' Majesty's ships Erebus and Terror, with ihe traiis-

iM>rt, arrived at this anchorage on the 4th instant, liav-

m<»' had a passage of one month from Stromness : iiie

transport was immediately taken ahjngside tliis slii|>,

tliat she might be the more readily cleared; and wo
have been constantly employed .at that operation till

la^t evening, the delay having been caused not bo

much in getting the stores transferred to either of the

.ships, as in making the best stowage of them below,

iis well as on the upper deck ; the ships are now com-
))lete with supplies of every kind for three years; they

lire therefore very deep ; but, happily, we have no

reason to expect much sea as we proceed farther.

"The magnetic instruments were landed the same
morning ; so also were the other instruments requisite

tor ascertaining the position of the observatory ; and
it is satisfactory to find that the result of the observa-

ti(ms for latitude and longitude accord very nearly

with those assigned to the same pljice by Sir Edward
Parry; those for the dip and variation are c(|ually sat-

isfactory, which were made by Captain Crozier with

the instruments belonging to the Terror, and by Com-
mander Fitzjames with those of the Erebus.

"The ships are now being swung, for the purpose
of ascertaining the dip and deviation of the needle on
board, as was done at Greenhithe, whicli, I trust, will

be completed this afternoon, and I hope to be able to

sail in the night.

"The governor and principal persons are at this

time absent from Disco, so that I have not been able
to receive any communication from head (piai'tei-s as

to the state of the ice to the north ; I have, however,
iearnt from a Danish carpenter in charge of the Es-

quimaux at these islands, that though tlu- winter was
severe, the spring was not later than usual, nor was
the ice later in breaking away herealK)ut ; he su])]»oses

also that it is now loose as far as 74° latitude, and that

our prospect is favorable of getting across the bai-rier,

and as far as Lancaster Sound, without much obstruc-

Llt>U.
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"The trausport will sail tor England this d;iv. I

BlniU instruct the agent, Lieutenant Griffiths, to pio-

ceed to Deptford, and report his arrival to the Secre-

tary of the Admiralty, I have much satisfaction in

bearing my testimony to the careful and zealous nuui-

ner in vvhic.b. Lieut. Griffiths has performed the service

intrusted to him, and would beg to recommend him,

as an oil)cer who a])])ears to have seen much servici,

to the favorable consideration of their lordships.

"It is unnecessary for me to assure their lordships

f the energy and zeal of Captain Crozier, Commander
Fitzjames, and of the officers and men with whom ]

have the happiness of being euiployed on this service
" I have, &c.,

(Signed) John Feanklin, Captain.

"The Kight lion. H. L. Corry, M. P."

It has often been a matter of surprise that but one

of the copper cylinders which Sir John Franklin was

instructed to throw overboard at stated intervals, !(•

record liis ])rogress, has ever come to liand, but a ic-

cent 8i2:ht of the solitarv one which has been received

|)rove8 to me that they are utterly useless for tlie

juu-pose. A small tube, about the size of an ordi-

nary rocket-case, is hardly ever likely to be observed

among h'^ive masses of ice, and the waves of the At-

lantic and Pacitic, unless drifted by accident on shoro,

or near some boat. The Admiralty have wisely or-

dered them to })e rendered more conspicuous by beiiis,'

headed u]) in some cask or barrel, instructions beiiii,'

issued to Captain Collinson, and other officers of the

different expeditions to that effect.

According to Sir John Richardson, who was on inti-

mate terms with Sir »Iohn Franklin, his plans were to

phnpe his course in tiie ffrst instance for the neighlior-

l!r>od of Cape Walker, and to push to the westward in

that parallel, or, if that could not be accomplished, to

make his wav southward, to the channel discovered on

the north const of the continent, and so on to Behriniis

Straits ; failing success in that quarter, he meant to r--

trace 'm's coiirso t'> Wellington Sound, and attem])! a
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(irtssage nortliward of Parry's IblandB, and if toiled tliere

iilso, to descond Regent Inlet, and seek the passage
along the coast discovered by Messrs. Dease and Simp-
son.

Captain Fitzjames, the second in coraraand under
Sir John Franklin, was much inclined to try the pas-

hiigc northward of Parry's Islands, and he would no
doubt endeavor to persuade Sir John to pursue this

course if they failed to the southw rd.

In a private hitter of Captain Fitzjames to Sir John
Barrow, dated January, 1845, he writes as follows :—

" It does not appear clear to me what led Parry down
Prince Regent Inlet, after having got as far as Melville

Island before. The northwest passage is certainly to

be gone through by Barrow's Strait, but whether south
or north of Parry'n Group, remains to be proved. I am
for going north, edging northwest till in longitude 140°,

if possible."

I shall novv proceed to trace, in chronological order
and succession, the opinions and proceedings of the
chief arctic explorers and public authorities, with the

private suggestions offered and notice in detail the re-

lief exjjeditions resulting therefronh

In February, 1847, the Lords (»f the Admiralty state,

that having unlimited confidence in the skill and re-

ponrces of Sir John Franklin, they " have as yet felt no
apprehensions about his safety ; but on the other hand,
it, is obvious, that if no accounts of him shor.ld arrive
hy the end of this year, or, as Sir John Ross expects, at

:in earlier period, active steps must then be taken."

Captain Sir Edward Parry fully concurred in these

views, observing, " Former experience has clearly shown
that with the resources taken from this country, two
winters may be passed in the polar regions, not only in

safety, but with comfort ; and if any inference can be

drawn from the absence of all intelligence of the ex >e-

dition up to thie time, I am disposed to consider it ra-

ther in favor than otherwise oi the success which ", aa

attended their efforts."

Captain Sir G. Back, in a letter to the Secretarj of

1*

(
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•alty, under date iiTth of January, 1848, says

ot l)ring nijHelt' to entertain more than ordi-

iety tor the safety and return of Sir John
and his galhint coni[)anion8."

Sir John Uoss records, in February, 1847,

ion that the expedition was frozen up beyond
"shmd, fn»ni the knoM/i intentions of Sir J(jhn

to ])ut his ships into the drift ice at the west-

f Melville Island, f. risk which was deemed
lest degree ini[)rudent by Lieutenant Parrv

officers of the expedition of 1819-20, with

ps 01 a less draught of water, and in every respect

better calculated to sustain the })re8sure of the ice, and

other dangers to which they must be exposed; and as

it is now well known that the expedition has not sue

ceeded in passing Behring's Strait, and if not total I v

lost, must have been carried by the ice that is known
to drift to the southward on land seen at a great dis

tance in that direction, and from which the accumu
lation of ice behind them will, as in Ross's own ca i

,

forever prevent the return of the ships; conse([ueiiil.v

they must be abandoned. When we remember wiili

what extreme ditlicidty Ross's party traveled 300 miu r

over much smoother ice after they abandoned tlicii

vessel, it appears very doubtful whether Franklin and

his men, 138 in number, could possibly travel <i'i!'

miles.

In the contingency of the ships having penetrated

some considerable distance to the southwest of Cai-is

Walker, and having been hampered and crushed in the

narrow channels of the Archipelago, which there are

reasons for believing occupies the space between Vic

toria, Wollaston, and Banks' Lands, it is well le

marked by Sir John Richardson, that such accident?

among ice are seldom so sudden but that the boats of

one or of both ships, with provisions, can be saved;

and in such an event the survivors would either returr

to Lancaster Strait, or make for the continent, accord

ing to their nearness.

Culout 1 Sabine remarks, in a letter dated Woolvic^',
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6th of May, 1847,—" Tt was Sir >J*)\m Fninklin's inten-

tion, if foiled at oii'^ point, to try in euceesBion all the
|)rol)al)le openings into a more navigable part of the

Polar Sea: the range of coast ifi considei'sible in which
memorials of the ships' ])rogre8s would have to be
iiought for, extending frf>in Melville Island, in the west,

to the great Sound at the head of Ballin's Bay, in the

CIlSl

Sir John Kichardeon, when appealed to by tlie Admi-
ralty in the spring of 1847, as regarded the vei-y strong

apprehensions expressed at that tiirie lor the safc^ty of

the expedition, considered they were prenuituje, as the

bliips were specially e(jui])ped to pass two winters in

the Arctic Sea, and until the close of that year, he saw
110 well-grounded cause for more anxiety than was nat-

urally felt when the expedition sailed from this country
on an enterprise of peril, though not greater than that

which had repeatedly been encountered by others, and
on one occasion by Sir John Ross for two winters also.

but who returned in safety.

Captain Sir James C. Ross, in March, 1847, writes*

''I do not think there is the smallest reason for api)re-

hension or anxiety for the safety and success of the

expedition ; no one acqnainted with the nature of the

navigation of the Polar Sea would have expected they
Would have been able to get through to Behring's Strait

without spending at least two winters in those regions,

except under unusually favorable circumstances, which
all the accounts from the whalers concur in proving
they have not experienced, and I am quite sure neither

Sir John Franklin nor Captain Ci'ozier exj^ected to do so.

"Their last letters to me from Whale Fish Islands,

ihe day previous to their departure from them infoiin

lie that they had taken on board provisions for three

years on full allowance, which they could extend to four

years without any serious inconvenience ; so that we
may feel assured they cannot want from that cause until

after the middle of July, 1849 ; it therefore does not

appear to me at all desirable to send after them until the

spring of the next year." (1848.)

!,

\
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Ill the uluii f^ul)iiiitte<l \>y (yai)tuin F. W. BeeclKy,

R. N., iu AiiriJ, 1847, ui'ter ])reinibiiig "that tliere docs

not at present appear to bo any reasonable ajjprchcn

aion tor the aat'ety of the expedition," he suggested that

it wouhl perhaps be prudent that a relief expedition

should be sent out that .season to Cap(! Walker, wIumc

intbrrnatioa of an important nature would moHt likciy

be found. From this vicinity one vessel could proeeed

to examine the various points and headlands in Kegeiit

Inlet, and also those to the northward, while the other

watched the passage, S(j that Franklin and his party

might not pass unseen, sliould he be on his return. At

the end of the season the ships could winter at Port

Bowen, or any other port in the vicinity of Leopold

Island.
" In the spring of 1848," he adds, "a party should ho

directed to explore the coast, down to llecla and Fiiiy

Strait, and to endeavor to communicate with the party

dispatched by the Hudson's Bay Company in that dlnc-

ti' u; and in connection with this part of the arrange

nient, it would render the plan complete if a boat couM
bo sent down Back's River to i-ange the coast to the

eastward of its moutli, to meet the above mentioned

party ; and thus, while it would complete the geograpliy

of that part of the American coast, it would at the same

time complete the line of information as to the extensive

measures of i-elief which their lordships have set on

foot, and the precise spot where assistance and depot-;

of provisions are to be found. This part of the plati

lias suggested itself to me from a conversation I had

with Sir John Franklin as to his first effort being mad(,'

to the westward and southwestward of Cape Walkei-.

It is possible that, after passing the Cape, he may havp

neen successful in getting down upon Victoria Land
\nd have passed his first winter (1845) thereabout, an<l

that he may have spent his second winter at a still more

advanced station, and even endu/ed a third, without

either a prospect of success, or of an extrication of his

vessels within a given period of time.

"If, in tills condition, wliich I trust may not be tb«
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1

case, Sir John Franklin sliuiil*! resolve upon taking to

Ills boats, he would prefer attempting a boat navigation

through Sir James Koss'ri Strait, and up Kcijent Inlet,

to a long land jouiTiey aerosa the continent, tv tiie Hud-
son's Bay Settlements, to whieh the greater part of his

crow woiild be wholly unequal.''

Sir John Richardson remarks upon the above sugges-

tions, on tlie 5th of May, 1847,—''With respect to a

)iu-ty to be sent down Back's llivt^r to the Dottom of

icgent Inlet, its size and outfit would require to bo

equal with that of the one now preparing to descend

tlk' Mackenzie River, and it could scarcely with the

utmost exertions be organized so as to start tiiis sum-

mer. The present scarcity of provisions in the I ludson's

Buy country precludes the hope of assistance from tho

Company's southern posts, and it is now too late to

])rovide the means of transport through the interior of

supplies from this country, which require to be embarked
oil board the Hudson's ]3ay ships by the 2d of June at

the latest.

'^ Moreover there is no Company's post on the line of

Back's River nearer than the junction of Slave River
with Great Slave Lake, and I do not think that under
any circumstances Sir John Franklin would attempt
tliat route.

" In the summer of 1849, if the resources (f the party

1 am to conduct remain unimpaired, as I have every
reason to believe they will, much of wduit Capt. Reechey
suggests in regard to exploring Victoria Land may be
(lone by it, and indeed forms part of the original scheme.
The extent of the examination of any part of the coast

in 1848 depends, as I fonnerly stated, very much on
Mie seasons of this autumn and next spring, which influ-

ence the advance of the boats through a long course of

river navigation. As Governor Simpson will most
hkely succeed in procuring an Esquimaux to accom-
pany my party, I hope by his means to obtain siiT;h

information from parties of that nation as mav greatlv
• • • . 1 " 1

hu'ilitate our finding the ships, sh(tuld they be detained
in that quarter

PWr
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"Were Sir John Franklin thrown upon the north

coast of the continent with liif? boats, and all hia creAv,

I do not think he would attempt the ascent of any riv^er,

except the Miiftenzie. It is navigable for boats of large

drauglit, without v portage, tor 1300 miles from the

sea, or within forty miles of Fort Chipewyan, one <>f

the Company's principal depots, and there are live

other posts In that distance. Though these posts could

not furnish provisions to such a party, tliey could, l)j

providing them with nets, and distributing the men to

various hshing stations, do much toward procuring food

for them.

"I concur generally in what Captain Beechey has

said with regard to Behring's Straits, a locality witli

which he is so intimately acquainted, but beg leave to

add oi'e remark, viz : that in high northern latitudes

the ordinary allowance of animal food is insufficient in

the winter season to maintain a laboring man in health.

;

and as Sir John Franklin would deem it prudent when
detained a second winter to shorten the allowance,

symptoms of scurvy may show themselves among :he

men, as was the case when Sir Edwa :d PaiTy wintered

two years in Fox's Channel.
" A vessel, therefore, meeting the Erebus and Terror

tihis season in Behring's Straits, might render great

service." ^

The late Sir John Barrow, Bnrt., in a memorandum
dated Ji:ly, 1847, says :

—

" The anxiety that prevails regarding Sir John Frank-

lin, and the brave fellows who compose the crews o(

the two ships, is very natural, but somewhat premature

;

it arises chiefly from nothing havin<^ been received fro'.o

tliem since fixed in the ice of Baffin's Bay, where the

last whaling ship of the season of 1845 left them, oppo-

site to the jpening into Lancaster Sound. Hitherto ro

difficulty has been found to the entrance into thai

Sound. If disappointed, rather than return to the south-

ward, w: th the view of wintering at or about Disco, I

• Pari. Paper, No. 264, Seksiou 1848.
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bIiouM b*^ inclined to think tliat they woiiM cn-deavor to

enter Smith's Sonnd, so highly spoken of by BalHn, and
which just now that gallant and adventurous liussian,

Admiral Count Wrangel, has pointed out in a paper
addressed to the Geographical Society as tiie startin*'

place for an attempt to reach the North Pole ; it would
appear to be an inlet that runs up high to the northward,
lis an officer in one of Farry's sh'ps states that he saw
in the line of direction along that inlet, fihe sun at mid-
night skimming the horizon.

'' From Lancaster Sound Franklin's instructions di-

rected him to proceed through Barrow's Strait, as far as

tiie islands on its southern side extended, which is short

of Melville Island, which was to be avoided, not only

cj account of its dangerous coast, but also as being out

of the direction of the course to the intended object.

Having, therefore, reached the last known land on the

southern side of Barrow's Strait, they vrere to shape
a direct course to Behring's Strait, without any devia-

tion, except what obstruction might be met with from
ice, or fi*on'. islands, in the midst of the Polar Sea, of

wliich no knowledge had at that time been procured ;

hut if any such existed, it would of course be left to

.heir judgment, on the spot, how to get rid of such ob-

structions, by taking a northerly or a southerly course.

4f * •X- * *

" The only chance of bringing them upon this (the

American) coast is the possibility of some obstruction

having tempted them to explore an immense inlet on

tiie northern shore of Barrow's Strait, (short of Mi. i

ville Island,) called Wellington Channel, which Parry
felt an inclination to explore, and more than one of

the present party betrayed to me a similar inclination,

which I discouraged, no one venturing to conjecture

even to what extent it might go, or into what difficulties

it might lead.
" ITnder all these circumstances, it would be an act

of folly to pronounce any opinion of the state, condi-

tion, or position of those two ships ; they are weli sniUMJ

\ if 111
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for their purpose, and the only doubt 1 have is that of

their being hampered by the screws among the ice."

Sir James C. Koss, in his outline of a plan for aft'oid

ing relief, submitted to the Admiralty in Decemlci.

1847, suggesteu that two ships should be sent out to

examine Wellington Channe', alluded to in the fore<i:o

ing memorandum of Sir John Barrov/, arid the coas

between Capes Clarence and Walker. A convenien

winter harbor might be found for one of the ships near

Garnier Bay or Cai^e Rennell. From thiH ]^o"ition the

coast line could be explored as far as it extended to tha

westward, by detached parties, early in the spring, a<

well as the western coast of Boothia, a conoid era! )K

distance to the southward ; and at a more advaiucd

period of'the season the whole distance to Cape Nicohii

might be completed.

The other ship should then proceed alone to tlif

westward, endeavoring to reach Winter Harbor, in

Melville Island, or some convenient port in Banks^'

Land, in which to pass the winter.

From these points parties might be sent out early in

the spring.

The first party should be directed to trace the west-

(M'n coast of Banks' Land, and proceed direct to Ca|tc

Bathurst or Cape Parry, on each of which Sir Jolm
Richardson proposes to leave depots of provisions f<»r

its use, and then to reach the Hudson's Bay Company's
settlement at Fort Good Hope, on the Mackenzie,

whence they mi^ht travel by the usual route of the

traders to the prmcipal settlement, and thence to Eni;

land.

The second party should explore the eastern shore of

Banks' Land, and make for Cape Krusenstern, wlieie.

or at Cape Hearne, they will find a cache of provision

?eft by Sir John Richardson, with whom this pairv

may communicate, and whom it may assist in conij^ie-

ting the examination of Wollaston and Victoria Lands,

or return to England by the route he shall deem most

advisable.

Sir James Ross was intnisted with the carrying oui
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of this search, in the Eliterjurise and Investigator, and

an account of the voyage and proceedings of these ves-

sels will be found recorded in its chronological order.

The following letter from Dr. Richard King to the

Lords of the Admiralty contains some useful sugges-

tions, although it is mixed up with a good deal of ego-

tistical remark :
—
" 17, SavilU Row^ Feh^ary^ 1848.

'"The old route of Parry, through Lancaster Sound
and Barrow's Strait, as far as to the last land on its

Bouthern shore, and thence in a direct line to Behriuff's

Stiaits, is the route ordered to be pursued by Fraidc-

lin.'*

"The gallant oflScer ha-s thus been dispatched to push
his adventurous way between Melville Island and
Banks' Land, which Sir K. Parry attempted for two
years unsuccessfully. A.fte»' much toil and hardship,
and the best consideration thnt great man could give

to the subject, he recorded, at the moment of retreat,

in indelible characters, these impressive thoughts

:

'We have been lying near our present station, with
an easterly wind blowing fresh^ for thirty-six hours
together, and although this was considerably oil' the

land, the ice had not during the whole of that time
moved a single yard from the shore, affording a proof
that there was no space in which the ice was at liberty

to move to the westward. The navigation of this part

of the Polar Sea is only to be performed bv watching
the occasional openmg between the ice iwid the shore,

ind therefore, a continuity of land is essential for this

purpose; such a continuity of land, which was here
about to fail, as must necessarily be furnished by the
northern coast of America, in whatsoever latitude it

may be found.' Assuming, therefore. Sir John Frank-
lin has been arrested between Melville Island and
Banks' Land, where Sir E, Parry was arrested by dif-

ficulties which he considered insurmountable, and hf

bas followed the advice of that gallant officer, and

14
* Barrow'a Arctic Voyages, p. 1 1.
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made for the coiitiiiuit) of America, he will have
ijirued the prows of his vessel south and west, accord-

ing as Banks' Land tends for Victoria or WollaBtuii

Lands. It is here, therefore, that we may expect in

lind tlie expedition wrecked, whence they will \x\,\

ill their boats for the western land of North Somerset,

il' that land should not be too far distant.

"In order to save the party from the ordeal of a

fourth winter, when starvation must be their lot, [

propose to undertake the boldest journey that has evc'

been attempted in the northern regions of America,
one which was justifiable only from the circumstanci^s.

I propose to attempt to reach the western land of North
Somerset or the eastern portion of Victoria Land, as

may be deemed advisable, by the close of the a})-

proachino' summer; to accomplish, in fact, in one sum-

mer that which has not been done under two.
" I rest my hope of success In the performance of

this Herculean task upon the fact, that I possess an in-

timate knowledge of the country and the people througli

which I shall have to j)ass, the health to stand the

rigor of the clin;ate, and the strength to undergo the

fatigue of mind and body to which I must be subjected.

xV glance at the map of North America, directed tu

Bthring's Strait in the Pacific, Barrow's Strait in the

Atlantic, and the land of North Somerset between

them, will make it apparent that, to render assistance

to a party situated on that coast, there are two ways by

sea and one by land. Of the two sea-ways, the route

by the Pacific is altogether out of the ciuestion ; it is nii

idea of by-gone days ; Mdiile that by tiie Atlantic is so

doubtful of success, that it is merely necessary, to put

this assistance aside as fjir from certain, to mention that

Sir John Koss found Barrow^'s Strait closed in the sum-

mer of 1832. To a land journey, then, alone we can

look for success ; for the failure of a land journey

would be the exception to the rule, while the sea expe-

dition would be the rule itself. To the western land of

North Somerset, where Sir John Franklin is likely to

l)e found, the Great Fisl] Hiver is the direct and only

ll^
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route ; and ultliougli the ajmroach to it is through a

country too poor and too difficult of access to admit of

the transport of })i "'sions, it may be made the m^'di-

um of communication between the lost expedition and
tho civilized world, and guides l)o thus placed at their

disposal to convey them to the limiting grounds of tlie

Indians. Without such guides it is impossible thai

they can reach these hunting grounds. It wa^ by the

Great Fish River tluit 1 readied tiie Polar Sea while

acting as second ollicer, in search of Sir John Ross.

I feel it my duty, tlierefore, as one of two officers so

peculiarly circumstanced, at the present moment to

place my views on record, as an earnest of my sincer-

ity. Even if it sliould be determined to try and force

provision vessels througli Barrow's Strait, and scour

the vicinity in boats for the lost expedition, and should

it succeed, it will be satisfactory to know that sucli a

mission as I have proposed should be adopted ; while,

if these attempts should fail ^ and the service under con

sideration be put aside, it will be a source of regret

that not only the nation at large will feel, but the whole
civilized world. When this regret is felt, and every

?oul has perished, such amission as I have proposed
will be urged again and again for adoption ; for it is

impossible that the country will rest satisfi'id until a

search be made for the remains of the lost expedition.
" The fact that all lands which have a western aspect

nre generally ice-free, which I dwelt largely upon when
Sir John Franklin sailed, must have had weight with

the gallant officer ; he will therefore, on finding him-
self in a serious difficulty, while pushing along the east-

ern side of Yietoria Land, at once foil upon the western
land of North Somerset, as a refuge ground, if ho have
the opportunity. The effort by Behring's Strait and
Banks' Land is praiseworthy in attempt, but forlorn in

hope. In the former effort, it is assumed that Sir John
Franklin has made the passage, and that his arrest is

between the Mackenzie River and Icy Cape ; in tho

latter, that Sir James Ross will reach Banks' Land, and
trace its continuity to Victoria and Wollaston liand.

V 1
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{ind thus mako the 'passage.' First, Wo have no rea-

Buu to believe that Sir John Franklin and Sir Jamea
JloBs will be more fortunate than their predecessors,

and we cannot trust to their success. Secondly, Wo
are unable to assume that Sir James lioss will reacli

Bank's Land ; Sir E. Parry was unable to reach it, and

only viewed it from a distance ; much less are we able

to assume that the gallant officer will find a high road

to Victoria Land, which is altogether a terra incognita.
" Mr. T. Simpson, who surveyed the arctic coast

comprised between the Coppermine and Castor and
Pollux Rivers, has set that (question at rest, and is the

only authority upon the subject. ' A further explora-

tion,' remarks Mr. Simpson, from the most eastern limit

of his journey, ' would necessarily demand the whole

time and energies of another expedition, having souio

point of retreat much nearer to the scene of operations

than Great Bear T^ake, and Great Bear Lake is to be

the retreat of Sir John Richardson.'
" What retreat could Mr. Simpson have meant but

Great Slave Lake, the retreat of the land party in search

of Sir John Ross? and what other road to the uncx-

])lored ground, the western land of North Somerset,

could that traveler have meant than Great Fish River,

that stream which I have pointed out as the ice free

and high road to the land where the lost expedition is

likely to be found,— to be the boundary of that pass-

age which for three and a half centuries we have been

in vain endeavoring to reach in ships ?

"

Captain Sir W. E. Parry, to whom Dr. Bang's pro-

posal was submitted by the Admiralty, thus comments
on it :

—

" My former opinion, quoted by Dr. King, as to the

difficulty of ships penetrating to the westward beyond
Cape Dundas, (the southwestern extremity of Melville

Island,) remains unaltered ; and I should expect that

Sir John Franklin, being aware of this difficulty, would

use his utmost efforts to get to the southward and west-

ward before he approached that point, that is, between
the tooth and 110th degree of longitude. Tlie more i
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li.'ive considered this subject, (which has naturally occu.

pied much of my attention lately,) the more ditiPciilt 1

liud it to conjecture where the expedition may have
.stopped, cither with or without any nenouB accident to

the ships ; but as no information has readied us up to

this time, I conceive that there is some considerable

j)robabib'ty of their being situated somewhere between
tlie longitude I have just named ; how far they may
h:ive penetrated to the southward, between those mei'i-

( linns, must be a matter of speculation, depending on

the state of the ice, and the existence of land in a space

hitherto blank on our maps.
" Be this as it may, I consider it not improbable, as

Buggested by Dr. King, that an attempt will be made
by them to fall back on the western coast of North
Somerset, wherever that may be found, as being the

nearest point affording a hope of communication, either

with whalers or with ships sent expressly in search of

tiie expedition.

"Agreeing thus far with Dr. King, I am compelled
to diflter with him entirely as to the readiest mode of

leaching that coast, because I feel satisfied that, with

the resources of the expedition now equipping under
Sir James Ross, the energy, skill, and intelligence of

that officer will render it a matter of no very difficult

enterprise to examine the coast in question, either with
liis ships, boats, or traveling parties ; whereas an at-

tempt to reach that coast by an expedition from the

continent of America must, as it appears to me, be ex-

tremely hazardous and uncertain. And as I under-
f^tand it to be their lordships' intention to direct Sir

James Ross to station one of Iiis sliips somewhere about
Ca])e Walker, while the other proceeds on the search,

arid likewise to equip his boats specially for the pur-

pose of examining the variolas coasts and inlets, I am
(loeidedly of opinion, that, as regards the western coast

of North Somerset, this plan will be much more likely

to answer the proposed object, than any overland

<xi)editio-n. This object will, of course, be the more
lasily accomplished in case of Sir James Ross finding

\' i
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the western roast of North Somerset navigable for bis

ships.
" In regard to Dr. King's suggestion respecting Vic

toria Land and Wollaston Lana, supposing Sir John
Franklin's ships to have been arrested between tiio

meridians to whicli I have already alluded, it does

seem, by an inspection of the map, not improbable that

pai'ties may attempt to penetrate to the continent in

that direction ; but not being well acquainted with tlio

facilities for reaching the coast of America opposite

those lands in the manner proposed by Dr. King, I am
not competent to judge of its practicability."

Nearly the whole of the west coast of North Somer-

set and Boothia was, (it will be found hereafter,) ex-

plored by parties in boats detached from Sir James
boss's ships in 1849.

I append, also, the most important portions of Sir

James Koss's remarks on Dr. King's plan.
" Dr. King begins by assuming that Sir John Frank-

lin has attempted to push the ships through to the west-

ward, between Melville Island and Banks' Land, (al-

tliough directly contrary to his instructions ;) that hav-

ing Deen arrested by insurmountable difficulties, lie

would have * turned the prows of his vessels to tl

south and west, according as Banks' Land tends t<

Victoria or Wollaston Land ;' and having been wreeke*

or from any other cause obliged to abandon their shij

their crews would take to the boats, and make for the

west coast of North Somerset.
" If the expedition had failed to penetrate to the

westward between Banks' Land and Melville Island, it

is very probable it would have next attempted to gain

the continent by a more southerly course ; and supjx's-

ing that, after making only small progress, (say 10"

miles,) to the southwest, it should liave been then nnally

stopped or wrecked, the calamity will have occurre'i

in about latitude 72 J° N., and longitude 115° W. Thi^

point is only 280 miles from the Coppermine River

and 420 miles from the Mackenzie, either of whid
would, therefore, be easily attainal)le, and at eaeii of

10
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moat a88uredly endeavor, in their boats, to reach Lan
caster Sound ; but I cannot conceive any position in

whioli they could l)c placed from which they would
make for the Great Fish Kiver, or at which any party

descending that river would be likely to overtake tnem

,

and even if it did, of what advantage could it be to

them?
" If Dr. King and his party, in their single canoe,

did fall in with Sir John Franklin and his party on the

west coast of North Somerset, how does he propose to

assist them? he would barely have sufficient provision

for his own pirty, and would more probably be in a

C(mdition to n quire rather than afford relief. He could

only tell them what Sir John Franklin alre.ady knows,
from former exi)orience, far better than Dr. King, that it

would be imi)os8ible for so large a party, or indeed any

party not previously provided, to travel across the bai-

ren grounds to any of the Hudson's Bay Settlements.'"
" All that has been done by the way of search since

February, 1848, tends," persists Dr. King, "to draw
attention closer and closer to the western land of North
Somerset, as the position of Sir John Franklin, and to

the Great Fish (or Back) River, as the high road to

reach it."

Dr. King has twice proposed to the Admiralty to

proceed on the search by this route. " It would," he

states, " be the happiest moment of my life (and my
delight at being selected fron: a long list of volunteers,

for the relief of Sir John Ross, was very great) if their

lordships would allow me to go by my old route, the

(freat Fish River, to attempt to save human life a sec-

ond time on the shores of the Polar Sea. What I did

in search of Sir John Ross is the best earnest of what

1 could do in search of Sir John Franklin."

A meeting of those officers anu gentlemen most con

versant with arctic voyages was conveneu by the

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty on the 17th of

January, 1849, at which the following were present :
—

Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, K. C. B., Captain

Sir W. E. Barry, R. N., Captain Sir George Back, K
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tluTofore proimlth' tliat tlioy are entangled among
ishiruls ana ice. For filiould tliey have been arrcKteu

at some intenriediate place, for instance, Cape Walker
or at one of the northern chain of ihlands, tliey wuidd,

undoubtedly, in the course of the three following years,

have contrived some method of sending notices of theii

position to the shores of North Somerset or to Barrow's

Strait.
"' If they had reached nmch to the southward of

liank's Land, they would surely have communicated
with the tribes on Mackenzie River; and if, failing to

<^et to the westward or southward, they had returned

with the intention of penetrating through Wellington
('liannel, they would have detached parties on the ice

toward Barrow's Strait, in order to have deposited

statements of their intentions.
" The general conclusion, therefore, remains, that they

are still locked up in the Archipelago to the westward
of Melville Island. Now, it is well known that the

state of the weather alternates between the opposito

Hides of Northern America, being mild on the one when
rigorous on the other ; and accordingly, during the two
last years, which have ])een unusually severe in Baffin's

Hay, the United States whalers were successfully trav-

ersing the Polar Sea to the northward of Behring's

Si raits. The same severe weather may possibly prevail

on the eastern sido during the summer of 1850, and if

so, it is obvious that an attempt should be now made
i)y the western opening, and not merely to receive t)ie

two ships, if tltv'y should be met coming out (as for-

merly,) but lo advance in the direction of Melville

island, resolutely entering the ice, and employing every
possible expedient by sledging parties, by reconnoitering

l)aIloon8, and by blasting the ice, to communicate with
them.

"These vessels should be intrepidly commanded,
effectively manned, and supplied with the best means
for traveling across the ice to the English or to the

Russian settlements, as it will be of the greatest impor-
tance to be informed of what pi-ogr'^ss the expedition
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will bo of material service, lying at some udvanced
point near Icy Cape, and ready to receive intelligence,

and to convey it to Petropaidski or to Panama.
"These vessels should enter Behring's Straits betbro

the tirst of August, and therefore every effort should

he now made to dispatch them from Ln^land before

Christmas. Tiiey mi»r|it water at the Falkland Islands,

and a^ain at the Sandwicii Islands, where they would
be ready to receive additional instructions via Panama,
by one of the Pacific steamers, and by which vessel

they might be pushed on some little uistance to the

northward.
" It seems to me likely that the ships have been push-

ing on, summer after summer, in the direction of l^ehr-

ing's Straits, and are detained somowliere in the 8})a('e

southwestward of Banks' Land. On the other hand,
sliould they, after the tirst or second summer, have been
unsuccessful in that direction, they may have attempted
to proceed to the northward, either through Wellington
Channel, or through some other of the openings among
the same group of islands. I do not myself attach any
superior importance to Wellington Channel as regard ri

the northwest passage, but I understand that Sir John
Franklin did, and that he strongly expressed to Lord
Haddington his intention of attempting that route, if

he should fail in effecting the more direct passage to

the westward.
"The ships having been fully victualed for three

years, the resources may, by due precautions, have
been extended to four years for the whole crews ; but
it has occurred to me, since I had the honor of confer-

ring with their lordships, that if their numbers have
been gradually diminished . any considerable extent

by death, (a contingency whicu is but too probable, con-

sidering their unparalleled detention in the ice,) the

resources would be proportionably extended for the

survivors, whom it mieht, therefore, be found expedient
to transfer to one of tne ships, with all the remain ii);i»

stores, and with that one ship to continue the endoav.tr
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to ptish westward, or to return to the eastward, as cii-

cumstances might render expedient ; in that case, the

necessity for quitting both the ships in the past sinn-

mer might not improbably have been obviated.
" Under these circumstances, which, it must bo admit

ted, amount to no more than mere conjecture, it seems

to me expedient still to prosecute the search in both

directions, namely, by way of Behring's Strait (to which

I look with the strongest hope,) and also by tlipt of

J^arrow's Strait. In the latter direction, it ouglit, I

think, to be borne in mind, that the more than usual

difilculties with which Sir James Ross had to contend,

have, in reality, left us wiuh very little more informa-

tion than before he left England, and I cannot t'^ntetn-

plate without serious apprehension, leaving that opening

without still fiirther search in the ensuing sprmg, m
case the missing crews have fallen back to the eastern

coast of North Somerset, where they would naturally

look for supplies to be deposited for them, in addition

to the chance of finding some of those left by the Fnrj.

For the purpose of further pursuing the sesirch by way
of Barrow's Strait, perhaps two small vessels of 150 or

200 tons might suffice, but they must be square rigged

for the navigation among the ice. Of course the object

of such vessels would be nearly that which Sir James
Ross's endeavors have failed to accomplish ; and the

provisions, &c., left by that officer at Whaler Point,

as well as any which may be deposited in that neigh-

borhood by the Nortli Star, would greatly add to the re-

sources, facilitate the operations, and lessen the risk of

any attempt made in that direction.
" If, however, there be time to get ships to Behring's

Straits by the first week in August, 1850, which would
perhaps require the aid of steam vessels to accomplisli

with any degree of certainty, I recommend that the

FiUterprise and Investigator be forthwith equipped and

dispatched there, with instructions to push through the

ice to the E. N. E. as far as possible in the ensuing sea-

son, with the hope of meeting with at least one of the

ships, or liny of the parties which nuiy have !)e('ii
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detached from them. Tliis attempt has never yet been

made by any sliips, and I cling very strongly to the

belief that such an eftbrt might be attended with suc-

cess in rescuing at leant a portion of our people.

''My reason for ui-ging this upon their Lordships is,

that the admirable instructions under which the Plover

assisted by the Herald, is acting, end)races only the

search of the coast line eastward from Icy Caj)e; since

the boats and baidarn cannot eft'ect any thing except by
creeping along as opportunities oft'er, between the ice

and the land, so tliac this plan of operations meets only

the contingency of parties reaching, or nearly leaching,

the land ; whereas the chance ot rescue would, as it

appears to me, be immensely increased by ships push-

ing on, clear of the coast, toward Banks' Land and
Melville island, as far at least as might be practical)i

in the best five or six weeks of the season of 1850."

Captain Parry says—"x\lthough this is the first at-

tempt ever made to enter the ice in this direction, wii/i

ships properly equipped for the purpose, there is no
reason to anticipate any greater dimculties in this navi-

gation than those encountered in other parts of tlie

North Polar Sea ; and, even in tl»e event of not suc-

ceeding in reaching Banks' Land in the summer of the

present year, it may be possible to make such progress

as to aftbrd a reasonable hope of effecting that object

in the following season (1851.) Lideed it is possible

that, from the well known fa(;t of the climate being

more temperate in a given parallel of latitude, in going
westward from the Mackenzie River, some comparative
advantage may be derived in the navigation of this

part of the Polar Sea.

"It is of importance to the security of the ships and
of their crews that they should winter in some harlior

or l)ay not at a distance from land, where the ice might
he in motion during the wir.ter ; and it will be desira-

ble, should no land be discovered fit for this purpose,

m the space at present unexplored between Point Bar-

row ana Banks' Land, that endeavors should be made to

reach the cont' lent about the mouth of the Mackenzie
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Uiver, or further eastward, toward Liverpool Bay,

where there is reason to suppose that sufficient slielter

may be found, and in whicli neighborhood, it appears,

there is generally no ice to be seen from the shore foj

tibout six weeks in the montlis of August; and Septem
ber. Sir John Franklin's narrative of liis second jour

ney, that of Messrs. Dease and Simpson, and the

Admiralty Charts, will furnish the requisite hydro
graphical information relative to this line of coast, S(>

far as it has been attained.

" The utmost economy should be exercised in the use

of provisions and fuel during the time the ships are in

winter quarters ; and if they should winter on or near

the continent, there would probably be an opportunity

of increasing their stock of provisions by ^>' "< of

game or fish, and likewise of fuel, by dritc or other

wood, to some considerable amount.
" If the progress of the ships in 1850 has been con-

siderable— for instance, as far as the meridian of 120"^

W.— the probability is, that the most practicable way
of returning to England will be, still to push on in the

same direction during the whole season of 1851, with

a view to reac^^ Barrow's Strait and taka advantage,

if necessary, of the resources letl by Captain Sir James
Koss at Whaler Point, near Leopold Harbor ; if not the

same season, at least after a second winter. If, on the

other hand, small progress should have been made f

the eastward at the close of the present summer,
might be prudent that when half the navigable sea, u.:

of 1851 shall have expired, no further attemptf. should

l)e made in proceeding to the eastward, and that tlie

remaining half of that season should be occupied in

returning to the westward, with a view to escape from

the ice by way of Behring's Straits after the winter of

1851-52, so as not to incur the risk of passing a third

winter in the ice.

" During the summer season, the most vigilant look-

out should be kept from the mast-heads of both pJjTps

night and day, not only for the missing ships, but tor

tny detacl ed ])artios belonging to them ; and during



OPIKIOJSS AND SUGOESTlOJ^a. 233

the few hours of darkness which prevail toward the close

of each seaaon'S navigation, and also wlien in winter

quarters, signals, by iii'es, blue liglits, rockets or guns,

should be made as the means of pointing out the posi-

tion of the ships to any detached parties belonging to

the missing expedition. And in the spring before the

3l\ips can oe released from the ice, searching parties

might be sent out in various directions, either in bouts

or by land, to examine the neigliboring coasts and inlets

for any trace of the missing crews."

Captain Sir Geoi-ge Back also comments (1st of De-
cember, 1849,) on these intentions, in a letter to the Sec-

retary of the Adiriralty :

—

" You will be pleased. Sir, to impress upon my Lords
Commissioners, that I wholly reject all and every idea

of any attempts on the part of Sir John Franklin to

send boats or detachments over the ice to any part of

the main-land eastward of the Mackenzie River, because

1 can say from experience, that no toil-worn and ex-

hausted party could have the least chance of existence

by going there.

" On the other hand, from my knowledge of Sir John
Franklin, (having been three times on discovery to-

f^ether,) I much doubt if he would quit his ship al all,

except in a boat ; for any attempt to cross the ice a loiii,'

distance on foot would be tempting death ; and it is too

laborious a task to sledge far over such an uneven sur-

tace as those regions generally present. That great

mortality must have occurred, and that one shij^as Sir

E. Beaufort hints at, may be lost, are greatly to be feared ;

fuid, as on all former ex])editijns, if the survivors aro

])ara]yzed by the depressing aUacks of scur\'y, it would
then be impossible for thern however desirous they

might be, to leave the ship, wliich must thus become
th'.'ir last most anxious abode

" If, however, open water uoould have allowed Sir

John Franklin to have resorte- to his boats, then 1 am
iRTSuadcd he would make 1 1 either the Mackenzie
River, or, which is far more ikely, from the almost

certainty he must liave felt of finding provision, Capu
Clarenc*^ and Fiirv Point
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•^ I am aware that the whole ciianccs of lite in tl is

imiuful case depend on food ; but wlien 1 reflect on

yir Julni Frunlilm's former extraordinary ])reservatit>ii

midor miseries and trials of the most severe descrij)tioii,

living often on scraps of old leather and other refuse, I

cannot des])air of his finding the means to j)i'olong exist-

ence till aid he ha])pil}' sent him."'

Dr. Sir John Riciuirdson on the same day also sends

in Ills opinion, as requested, on the proposed dis])atcli

of the Enterprise and Investigator to Behring's Strait

:

" It seems to me to be very desirable that tlie western

shores of the Archipelago of Parry's Islands should be

seaiclu'd in a high latitude in the manner proposed by

the hydrograi)her.
" If the proposed expedition succeeds in establishini^

its winter quarters among these islands, ])arties de-

tached over the ice may travel to the eastward and
southeastward, so as to cross the line of search which it

is ho])ed Mr. Rae has been able to pursue in the ])resent

sunnner, and thus to deternune whether any traces of

tlie missing shi])s exist in localities the nu)st remote

from Behring's Strait and Lancaster Sound, aiul fVoni

whence shipwrecked crews would And the greatest difK-

culty in traveling to any place wliere they could hoiie

to iind relief.

"The climate of Arctic America improves in a sensi-

ble manner with an increase of western longitude. On
the Mackenzie, on the 135f!! meridian, the summer is

warmer than in any district of the continent in the same
parallel, and it is still iiner, and the vegetation more
luxuriant on the banks of the Yucon, on the 150th me-

ridian. This superiority of climate leads me to infer,

that ships v/ell fortified against drift-ice, will find tlio

navigation of the Arctic Seas more practical >le in ifs

western portion than it has I>een found to the eastward.

This inference is suppoj-ted by my own ]KM-sonal ex}x»-

rience, as far as it goes. I met with no ice in the month
of August, on my lute voyage, till T attained the 128<l

meridian, and whicli I was 1'mI, from that circumstaiiee.

to snp])0se coincided with the western limits of Parry's

Archipehiije



UI'INIOiNS AJsD BLGGEiJTlUNS. 23b

'Tlie greater tiicility of mivi"';*^*'::^ truiii the west has

loeii j)owert\illy udvocutod l)y others on tbriiie'' occa-

sioi\s ; and the chief, perhaps the only reason wliy the

iittenij)t to penetrate tlie Pohir Sea from that (quarter

has not l)een resnined since the time of Cook is, tluU

the length of the previons voyage to Behring's Strait

would consideralJy diminish the utore oi' provisions

hut the facilities of obtaining supplies in the Pacific are

now so augmented, that this objection has no longer the

bumo force."

Captain F. W. Beechey, writing from Cheltenham,
on the 1st of December, 1849, says :

—

"I quite agree with Sir Francis Beaufo-t In what he

has stated with regard to any casualties which Sir J
Franklin's ships may have sustained, and entirely agree

with him and Sir Edward Pariy, that the expedition is

])robably hampered among the ice somewhere to tlie

buutliwestward of Melville Island ; but there is yet a
possibility which does not ajjpear to have been conteni-

]»lated, v;hich is, that of the scurvy having spread among
the crew, and incai)acitated a large proportion of them
from making any exertion toward their release, or that

the wliole, in a debilitated state, may yet be clinging

hy their vessels, existing sparingly upon the provision

which a large mortality may have spun out, in the hope
of relief.

" In the first case, that of the ships being hampered
juul the crews in good health, I think it certain that, a?

the resources of the shii)s would be ex].iended in May
last, Sir John Franklin and his crew liave abandonee
the ships, and pushed forward for the nearest poin*

where they might reasonably expect assistance, anc
which they could reasonably reach.

"There are consequently three points to which v<

would be proper to direct attention, and as the case is

nrwent, every possible method of relief should be ener-

'4^'tically ]ni8hed forward at as early a period as possi-

hle, and directed to those points, which,! need scar^'ely

Kiiy, are Barrow's Strait, Behring's Strait, and the

lurthern coast of America.
15 .r^-
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'' Of the measures which can be resorted to on thi

northern coast of America, the otEcers who have hao

experience there, and the Hudson's Bay Company, will

be able to judge ; but I am of opinion that nothiiii^

should be neglected in that quarter ; for it seems to

me almost certain that Sir John Franklin and his crew,

if able to travel, have abandoned their ships and mado
for the continent ; and if they have not succeeded in

gaining the Hudson's Bay outposts, they have been

overtaken by winter before they could accomplish their

purpose.
" Lastly as to the opinion which naturally forces itself

upon us, as to the utdity of the sending relief to per

sons whose means of subsistence will have failed them
more than a year by the time the relief could reach

them, I would observe, that a prudent reduction of the

allowance may have been timely made to meet an

emergency, or great mortality may have enabled tlio

survivors to subsist up to the tiriie required, or it may
be that the crews have just missed reaching the points

visited by our parties last year before they quitted them,

an<l in the one case may now be subsisting on the su]>-

plies at Leopold Island, or be housed in eastward of Point

Barrow, sustained by depots which have been fallen in

with, or by the native supplies ; so that under all thu

circumstances, I do not consider their condition so

utterly hopeless; that we should give up the expectation

of yet bein<j able to render them a timely assistance.
" The endeavors to push forward might be continued

until the 30th of August, at latest, at wnich time, if tin

ships be not near some land where they can copven
iently pass a winter, they must direct their course toi

the main-land, and seek a secure harbor in which they

could remain. And on no account should they risk a

winter in the pack, in consequence of the tides nnd

shallow water lying off the coast.

" Should the expedition reach Herschel Island, or

any other place of refuge on the coast near the mouth
of the MacKenzie or Colvillo Rivers, endeavors shouM
be made to communicate inl>rmatiuu of the sliips'posi-
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tion and summer^R proceedings through the Hudson's

Bay Company or Russian settlements, and by means
of interpreters ; and no op;>ortunity should be omitted

of gaining irom the natives information of the missing

vessels, as well as of any boat expeditions that may have

^one forward, as well as of the party under Dr. Rae.
" If nothing should ' heard of Sir John Franklin in

1850, parties of observation should be sent forward in

the spring to intercept the route tlie ship would have
pursued, and in other useful directions between winter

uarters and Melville Island ; taking especial care that

tliey return to the ship before the time of liberation

of the ships arrives, which greatly depends upon their

locality.

" Then, on the breaking up of the ice, should any
favorable appearance of the ice present itself, the expe-

dition might De left free to take advantage of such a
prospect, or to return round Point Barrow ; making it

imperative, however, either to insure their return, so

far as human foresight may be exei'cised, or the cer-

tainty of their reaching Melville Island at the close of

that season, and so securing their return to England
in 1852.

" If, after all, any unforeseen evei.c should detain the

ships beyond the period contemplated above, every
exertion should be used, by means of boats and in-

terpreters, to communicate with the Mackenzie ; and
should any casualty render it necessary to abandon the

vessels, it should be borne in mind that the reserve-ship

will remain at her quarters until the autumn of 1853,
unless she hears of the safety of the ships and boats

in other directions ; while in the other quarter, Fort
Macpherson, at the entrance of the Mackenzie, may be
relied upon as an asylum.
"The Plover, or reserve-ship, should be provided

with three years' provisions for her own crew, and for

contingencies besides. She should be placed as near
as possible to Point Barrow, and provided with inter-

preters, and the means of offering rewards for infor-

mation; and she should remain at her quarters so long

i i
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if f

fore the sea ice begins to give way
in width from a mile and

as there can be any occasion for her ])resence in the

Arctic Seas ; or, if she does not liear any thing of the

expedition under Captain Collinson, as long as hei

provisions will last."

Sir John Richardson offers the following advice for

this expedition :
-—" If," he says, " it should winter

near the mouth of the Yucan or Colville, that river

may be ascended in a boat in the month of June, be-

The river varies

a half to two miles, and
flows through a rich, well-wooded valley, abounding in

moose deer, and having a comparatively mild climate.

A Russian trading post has been built on it, at the dis

tance of three or four days' voyage from the sea, with

the current; but as the current is strong, fron" nine to

twelve days must be allowed for its ascent, with the

tracking line. It would be unsafe to rely upon receiv-

ing a supply of provisions at the Russian post, as it is

not likely that any stock be3^ond what is necessary for

their own use is laid up by the traders ; and the moose
deer being a very shy animal, is not easily shot by an

unpracticed hunter ; but the reindeer abound on the

neighboring hills, and are much more approachable.

Tiie white-fronted goose also breeds in vast flocks in

that district of the country, and may be killed in num-
bers, without difliculty, in the month of June.

"If the expedition should winter within a reason-

able distance of the Mackenzie, Captain Collinson

may have it in his power to send dispatches to England
by that route.

u The river opens in June, and as soon as the ice

ceases to drive, may be ascended in a boat, with a fair

wind, under sail, or with a tracking line.

" The lowest post at ])i'esent occupied by the Ilad-

Bon's Bay Company on this river is Fort Good Hope.
The site of this post has been changed several times,

but it is at this time on the right bank of the river, in

latitude 66° 16' N., and is ten or eleven days' voyage
from the sea. At Point Separation, opposite to the

middle channel of the delta of the river, and on the



Ol'INIONS AND SIIOOE8TION8. 230

.jTcmontory which separates the Peel ami the Mac-

kenzie, there is a case of peinmican (80 lbs.) buried, ten

feet distant from a tree, which has its middle brandies

l()j)ped oif, and is marked on the trunk with a l)road

arrow in black paint. A fire was made over tbe ]>it

in which the case is concealed, and the remains <»f the

charcoal will point out tbe exact spot. This hoard

was visited last year by a party from Fort Macpher-
6on, Peel's River, when all was safe.

"Eight bags of pemmican, weighing 90 lbs. each,

were deposited at Fort Good Hope in 1848, and would

remain there last sumtner for the use of any boat

parties that might ascend the river in 1849; but it is
.

probable that ])art, or tbe whole, may have been used

by the Company by next year.

"A boat party should be furnished with a small

seine and a short herring net, by tbe use of whicit a

good supply of fish may often be procured in the

eddies or sandy bays oi the Mackenzie. They should

also be provided with a good supply of buck-shot, swan-

shot, duck-shot, and gunpowder. The Loucheux and
Hare Indians will readily give such provisions as they

may happen to have, in exchange for ammunition.
They will expect to receive tobacco gratuitousl}", as

they are accustomed to do from the traders.

"The Mackenzie is the only water-way by which
any of the Hudson's Bay Company's posts can be
reached from the Arctic Sea. There is a post on the

Peel River which enters the delta of the Mackenzie,
nut no 8U])plies can be procured there. To the east-

ward of the Mackenzie no ship-party would have a
chance of reaching a trading post, the nearest to the

sea being Fort Resolution, on Great Slave Lake, situ-

ated on the 61flt parallel of latitude, and the interven-

ing hir. country, intersected by numerous lakes and
rapid rivers, could not be crossed by such a party u
less than an entire summer, even could they de])enc

on their guns for a supply of food. Neither would
be advisable for a party from the ships to attempt to

reach the posts on the Mackenzie by way of the Cop-
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])oririine River and Fort Confidence; as, in the aK
Hence of means of transport across Great Bear liako,

the journey round tliat irrej^ular sheet of water, would
be long and hazardous. Bear Lake Jiiver is more
than fifty miles long, and Fort Norman, the nearest

i)08t on the Mackenzie, is thirty miles above itw mouth.

Mr. Rae was instructed to engage an Indian family or

two to hunt on the tract of country between the Co]!-

permine and Great Bear Lake in the summer of 1850
;

but no great reliance can be placed on these Indians

remaining long there, as they desert their huntiiii»

quarters on very sliffht alarms, being in continual

dread of enemies, real or imaginary.
" A case of pemmican was buried on the summit ot

the bank, about four or five miles fi-om the summit of

Cape Eatlmrst, the spot being marked l)y a pole planted

in tlie earth, and the exact locality of the deposit by a fire

of drift-wood, much of which would remain nncousumed.
" Another case was deposited in the cleft of a rock,

on a small battlemented cliff, which forms the extreme

part of Cape Parry. The case was covered witli loose

stones ; and a pile of stones painted red and wliite,

was erected immediately in front of it. This clift' i"e-

sembles a cocked-hat in some points of view, and pro-

jects like a tongue from the base of a rounded hill,

which is 500 or 600 feet hi^rh.

" Several cases of pemmican were left exposed on a

ledge of rocks in latitude 68° 35' N., opposite Lambert
Island, in Dolphin and Union Strait, and in a bay to

the westward of Cape Krusenstern, a small boat and

ten pieces of pemmican were deposited under a high

cliff, above high water mark, without concealment.

The Esquimaux on this part of the coast are not nu-

merous, and fi'om the position of this hoard, it may
escape discovery by them ; but I have every reason to

believe that the locality has been visited by Mr. Rae in

the past summer. A deposit of larger size, near Cape
Kendall, lias been more certainly visited by Mr. Rae."

Captain Sir J. C. Ross writes from Haslar, 11th of

February, 1850.
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" With resuect to the probiil)le pOBition of the Erobus
tiud ToiTor, 1 consider that it is hardly posHihIe tliev

can be anywhere to the eastward of Melville Ihluuu,

or within 300 miles of Leopold Island, for if that were
the case, they would assuredly, during the last si)ririg,

have made their way to that point, with the hone ol"

receiving assistance from the whale-ships whicli, foi

^ioveral years previous to the departure of that expedi-

tion from England, had been in the habit of visitin;»

Prince Regent Iidet in pursuit of whales ; and in that

ease they must have been met with, or marl<s of their

(Micampments have been found by some of tlie numer-
ous parties detached from tlie Enterprise and Investi-

gator along the shores of that vicinity during the only

period of the season in whicii traveling is practicable

ill those regions.

"It is probable, therefore, that during their first

summer, which was remarkablv favorable for the navi-

gation of those seas, tliey have been enabled (in obedi-

ence to their orders) to push the ships to the westward
of Banks' land, and have there become involved in the

heavy pack of ice which was observed from Melville

Island always to be setting past its westernmost point

in a southeast dii-ection, and from which pack they may
not have been able to extricate their ships.

•' From such a position, retreat t')the eastward would
1)1' next to impossible, while the journey to the Mac-
kenzie River, of comparatively easy accomplishment,
too-ether with Sir John Franklin's knowledge of the

resources in the way and of its pi'acticability, would
.'•trengthen the Itelief that this measure will have Ijeen

adopted by them during tiie last spring.

"If this be jissumed as the present position of the

Erebus and Terror, it would manifestly be far more
easy and safe to afford them i-elief bv means of an ex-

^ -_ *

pedition entering Behring's Straits, than from any other

flirectlon, as it would not be necessary for tlu^ ships to

depart so far from the coast of North A lerica as to

preclude their keeping up a regular communication
with the Rus:-ian scttlcTnents on Iwio River Colvillo, or

iG
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thoH« of the IIudtjon'H Way (Joinpany near the in< tilth

of the Mackenzie, while the whole Hpuce between any

position in which the nh'vis might winter, and IJankb

.and could be thoroughly examined by traveling par-

ties early in the H})ring, or by boats or nteam launciieH

at a more advanced period of the following Beason."

Mr. W. Snow, in a letter from New York', dated Tth

of January, 1850, suggeats a plan for a \ ell organiz.<l

expedition of as many men as could be fitted out from

j)rivate funds. '' For instance, let a party of 100 picked

men, well disciplined and ofHcered, as on board a shii),

and accompanied with all the necessary food, scientihc

instruments, and every thing useful on such expeditions.

j)roceed immediately, by the shortest and most avail

able routeo, to tiie lands in the neighborhood of the un

(explored regions. If possible, 1 would suggest thai

they should proceed first to Moose Fort, on the south

ern i)art of liudson's Bay, and thence by small ciatl

tc Chesterfield Inlet, or otherwise by Ian*" each that

<iuarter, so as to arrive tliere at the openin summer.
From this neigliborhood let the party, minus ten men,

!)e divided into three separate detachments, each witli

specific instructions to extend their researches in a

nortiierly and nortiiwesterly direction. The WL^citeni-

most ])arty to proceed &.s near as possible in a Oirect

course to tlie easternmost limits of discovery yet made
from Jjeiiring's Straits, and on no account to deviate

from that course on the western side of it, but, if ne-

cessary, to the eastward. Let the central party shape a

course aB near as possible to the position of fhe Mag
netic Pole ; and the easternmost division direct tc

Prince Regent Inlet, or the westernmost point of din

covery from the east, and not to deviate froin tiiat courst

easterly. Let each of these detacbmentu be fornieil

again into three divisions, each division thfd consisting,'

of ten men. Let the first division of each detachmeni

pioneer the way, followed on the same track by tht

second and the third, at stated intervals of time. Or.

the route, let the pioneers, at every spot necessary, leave

distiiifriiislxing marks to denote the way, and also h'

)..i
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^ivo intbrniation to eitliur of the otlior two principu.

dotiicliiiientH as iiiiiy by chance fall into their track

To Becoiid the efforts of the three detachments, let con

btunt succors and other assistance be forwarded 1)^

way »f Moose Fort, and through the ten men left at

Clicsterfield Inlet ; and should the object for which
such an expedition was framed be happily accom
l)lishe<l bv the return of the lost voyagers, let messen-

gers be torwarded with the news, as was done with

Captain Back, in the case of Captain Ross. Let each

o[' tlie extreme detachments, upon arriving at their re-

6j)ective destinations, and upon being Joined by tiie

whole of their body, ])roceed to form plans for uniting

with the central i)arty, and ascertaining liie results

already obtained by each by sending parties in that

direction. Also, let a chosen num])er be sent out from
t'iieh detachment as exploring ])arties, wherever deemed
requisite; and let no ellbrt 1 wanted to make a search

ill every direction where tnere is a possibility of its

proving successful.
*' If a public and more extensive expedition be set on

foot, 1 would most respectfully draw attention to the

following suggestions:—Let a land expedition be formed
upon a similar plan, and with the same number of men,
BJiy 300 or more, as those fitted out for sea. Let this

expedition be formed into three great divisions ; the one
pi(;ceeding by the Athabasca to the Great Slave Lake,
and following out Captain Back's discoveries ; the

second, through the Churchill district ; or, with the

tldrd, according to the plan laid out for a private expe
dition alone ; only keeping the whole of their forces as

much as possible bearing upon the points where success

may be most likely attamaule.
'' Each of these three great divisions to be subdivided

and arranged also as in the former case. The expense
ot an expedition of this kind, with all the necessary
outlay for provisions, &c., I do not think would be more
Uiuu half what the same would cost if sent by sea ; but
of this I am not a competent judge, having no definite

mort'ip to make a comparison. But there is yet Jinother,

'ill. 'If ^1
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and, 1 cannot help conceiving, a more easy way of ob-

viating all difficulty on this point, and of reducing tho

expense considerably.
" It must be evident that the present position of tlie

arctic voyagers is not veiy accessible, either by land

or sea, else the distinguished leader at the head of tho

expedition would long ere this have tracked a routo

whereby the whole party, or at least some of theiii

could return.

"In such a case, therefore, the only wa} to reach

them is by, if I may use tlie expression, /o/'^my an ex-

pedition on toward them ; I mean, by keeping it con-

stantly upheld and pushing onward. There may be,

and indeed there are, very great difficulties, and dith-

cuities of such a nature that, I believe, they would

themselves cause another great difficulty in the prociir-

insr of men. But, if I misrht make another bold sui;

gestion, I would respectfully ask our government at

home, why not employ picked men from convicteu

criminals, as is done in exploring expeditions in Aus-

tralia? Inducements might be held out to them ; and

by proper care tliey would be made most servicealtK:

auxiliaries. Generally speaking, men convicted of

offenses are men possessed of almost inexliaustildr

mental resources ; and such men are the men wIm.

\vith physical powers of endurance, are precisely tliosc

required. But this I speak of, merely, if sufficient free

men could not be found, and if economy is studied,"

Mr. John McLean, who has been twenty-five years a

partner and officer of the Hudson's Bay Company, ';.'kI

has published an interesting narrative of his adviju-

tures and experience, writing to Lady Franklin fn»ni

Canada West, in January, 1850, suggests the followMiL';

very excellent plan as likely to produce some intelli-

gence, if not to lead to a discovery of the party.
" Let a small schooner of some thirty or forty tons

burden, built with a view to draw as little water as

possible, and as strong as wood and ii'on could malcc

her, be dispatched from England in company with tiic

Hudson's Bay ships. This vessel would, immediately
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on arriving at York Factory, proceed to the Strait

termed Sir Thomas Roe's Welcome, which divides

Southampton Island from the main-land ; then direct

her course to Wager River, and proceed onward until

interrupted by insurmountable obsti^cles. The party

being safely landed, I would recommend their remain-

ing stationary until winter traveling became practicable,

when they should set out for the shores of the Arctic

Sea, which, b}^ a reference to Arrowsmith's maj), ap-

pears to be only some sixty or seventy miles distant
;

ihen dividing in two parties or divisions, the one would
proceed east, the other west ; and I think means could

be devised of exploring 250 or 300 miles in either

direction ; and here a very important question pre-

sents itself,— how and by what means is this enterprise

to be accomplished ?

" In the first place, the services of Esquimaux would
be indispensable, for the twofold reason, that no reliable

intbrmation can be obtained from the natives without

tlieir aid, and that they alone properly understand tho

art of preparing snow-houses, or ' igloes,' for winter en-

campment, the only lodging which the desolate wastes

of tlie arctic regions afford. Esquimaux understanding
the English language sufficiently well to answer our
purpose, frequent the Hudson's Bay Company's post

in Labrador, some of whom might be induced, (I should

fain hope,) to engage for the expedition , or probably
the ' half-breed ' natives might do so more readily than

the aborigines. They should, if possible, be strong,

active men, and good marksmen, and not less than four

in number. Failing in the attempt to procure the na-

tives of Labrador, then I should think Esquimaux
might be obtained at Churchill, in Hudson's Bay ; the

two who accompanied Sir John in his first land expedi-

tion were from this quarter."

An expedition of this kind is to be sent out by Lady
Franklin this spring under the charge of Mr. Kennedy.
There are various ways of accomplishing this object,

the choice of which must mainly depend on the views
and wishes of the officer who may undertake the com
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mand. Besides the northern route, or that hy Regent
Inlet, it is possible to reach Sir Jan^es Ross and Simp-
son's Straits from the south, entering Hudson's Bay.

and passing up the Welcome to Rae Isthmus, or again

by entering Cliesteriield or Wager Inlet, and gaining

the coast by Back's or the Great Fish River.

By either of these I'outes a great part of the explora-

tion must be made in boats or on foot. In every case

the main points to be searched are James Ross's Strait

and Simpson's Strait, if indeed there be a passage in

tiiat direction, as laid down in Sir John Franklin's charts,

though contradicted by Mr. Rae, and considered still

doubtful by some arctic navigators.

The following extract from the Geographical Jour-

nal shows the opinion of Franklin upon the search of

this quarter. Dr. Richardson says,*—" No better ])laii

can be proposed tlian the one suggested by Sir John
Franklin, of sending a vessel to Wager River, and car-

rying on the survey from thence in boats."

Sir John Franklin observes,!—" The Doctor alludes

in his letter to some propositions which he knew I had
made in the year 1828, at the command of his present

Majesty, v^William IV.,) on the same subject, and partic-

ularly to tl'<! suggestion as to proceeding from Repulse
or Wager Bay. "^' * * A recent careful reading of all

the narnitives connected with the surveys of the Wager
and Repulse Bays, and of Sir Edward Parry's Voyage,
together wif^.i the information obtained from the Esqui-

maux by Sir Edward Parry, Sir John Ross, and Cap-
tain Back, confirm rae in opinion that a successful de-

lineation of the coast east of Point Turnagain to the

Strait of tlie Fury and Hecla, would be best attained

by an expedition proceeding from Wager Bay, the

nortliern parts of which cannot, I think, be farther dis-

tant than forty miles from the sea, if the information

received by the above-mentioned officers can be de-

J.ended on."

Dr. McCormick particularly draws ftttention to Jones
and Smith's Sounds, recommending a caveful exainiu

• Journal of Gcograpliical Society, vol. vi. j). 40. t Hiid. p. 43
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ation of these to their probable termination in the

Polar Sea :

—

" Jones' Sound, with the Wellington Channel on the

west, may be found to form an island of the land called
' North Devon.' All prominent positions on both sides

of these Sounds should be searched for flag staves and
piles of stones, under whcih copper cylinders or bot-

tles may have been deposited, containing accounts of

the proceedings of the missing expedition ; and if suc-

cessful in getting upon its track, a clue would be ob-

tained to the fate of our gallant countrymen."
The Wellington Channel he considers affords one of

tlie best chances of crossing the track of the missing

expedition.

To carry out this plan eflSciently, he recommended
that a boat should be dropped, by the ship conveying
the searching party out, at the entrance to the Welling-

ton Channel in Barrow's Strait ; from this point one or

botli sides of that chaimel and the northern shores of

tlie Parry Islands might be explored as far west as the

season would permit of. But should the ship be en-

abled to look into Jones' Sound, on her way to Lancas-

tei' Sound, and find that opening free from ice, an

attempt might be made by th Boat Expedition to pusli

through it into the Wellington Channel. In the event,

however, of its proving to be merely an inlet, which a

short delay would be sufficient to decide, the shij) might
perhaps be in readiness to ])ick up the boat on i,^ re-

turn, for conveyance to its ultimate destination through
haiicaster Sound ; or as a precaution against any un-

foreseen separation from the ship, a depot of provision?

should be left at the entrance to Jones' Sound for the

i)oat to complete its supplies from, after accomplisiiin^

the exploration of this inlet, and to afford the means,
it" c'o?iiT>elled from an advanced period of the season

or other adverse circumstances, of reaching some placo

of refuge, either on board a whaler or some one of tlie

depots of provisions on the southern shores of Barrow's
Strait.
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Mr. Penny, in charge of the Lady Franklin, before

ailing, observed :

—

" If an early passage be obtained, I would examine
Tones' Sound, as I have generally found in all my early

/oyages clear water at the mouth of that sound, and

^here is a probability that an earlier passage by thitj

route might be found into Wellington Strait, which out-

let ought by all means to be thoroughly examined at

tlio earliest opportunity, since, if Sir J. Franklin had
taken that route, with the hope of finding a passage

westward, to the north of the Parry and Melville

Islands, he may be beyond the power of helping him-

self. No trace of the expedition, or practical comn -

nication with Wellington Strait, being obtained in this

quarter, I would proceed in time to take advantage of

the first opening of the ice in Lancaster Sound, with

the view of proceeding to the west and entering Wel-
lington Strait, or, if this should not be practicable, of

proceeding farther westward to Cape Walker, and be-

yond, on one or other of which places Sir John Frank-

lin will probably have left some notices of his course."

The government has seen the urgent necessity of

causing the Wellington Channel to be carefully exam-

ined ; imperative orders were sent to Sir James Eoss

to search it, but he was drifted out of Barrow's Strait

against his will, before he received those orders by the

North Stai'.

I have already stated that Sir John Franklin's in-

structions directed him to try the first favorable open-

ing to the southwest aflerpassing Cape Walker ; and

failing in that, to try the Wellington Channel. Every
officer in the British Service, as a matter of course,

follows his instructions, as far as they are compatible

with the exigencies of the case, be it what it may, noi

ever deviates from them without good and justifiable

cause. If, then. Sir John Franklin failed in finding an

opening to the southwest of Cape Walker it is reason-

able to suppose he obeyed his instructions, and tried

the Wellington Channel. The second probability in

favor of this locality is, that Sir John Franklin ex
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pressed o many of his friends a favorable opirilon of

the Wellington Channel, and, which is of far more
consequence, intimated his opinion officially, «nd be-

fore the expedition was determined upon, that thij;

strait seemed to offer the best chance of success.

Moreover, Capt. Fitzjames, his iirimediate second Id

command in the Erebus, was strongly in lavor of the

Wellington Channel, and always so expressed himselt.

See his letter, before quoted, to Sir John Barrow, p. 203.

Who can dcubt that the opinion of Capt. Fitzjames.

a man of superior Tiind, beloved by all who know him,

and in the service '' the observed of all observers," would
have great weight with Sir John Frai.ldin, even if Sir

John had not been himself predisposed to listen to him.

What adds confirmation to theje views is, tluit in 1840,

a few years prior to the starting of the expedition, Col.

Sabine published the deeply interee^hig " Narrative of

Baron AVrangel's Expedition to the Poi.'^r Sea, under-

taken between the years 1820 and 1823," and in his pre-

face the translator jK)ints to the Wellingtim Channel as

the most likely cou'*se for the successful accomplishment
of the northwest passage. "Setting aside," he savs,
" the possibility o^. the existence of unknown land, the

probaoility of an open sea existing to the north of the

rarry islands, and communicating with Behring Strait,

appears to rest on strict analogical reasoning." And
tigain he adds, " all the attempts to effect the northwest

passage, since Barrow's Strait was first passed in 1810,

liave consisted in an endeavor to force a vessel by one
route or another throiigh this land-locked and ice-encum-

bered portion of the folar Ocean."
No examination has made known what may be the

state of the sea to the north of the Parry Islands

;

whether pimilar impediments may there present them-
selves to navigation, or whether a sea may not there

exist offering no difficulties whatever of the Kind, as M.
Von Wrangel has shown to be the case to the north of
the Siberian Islands, and as by strict analogy we should
be juctitied in expecting.

Colonel Sabixie is an officer of great scientific expe
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rience,anfl from his liavini^ made Reveral polar voyagea,

ho lias devoted great attention to all that relates to that

Muarter. He was in constant communication with Sir

John Franklin when the expedition was titting out, ami

it is but reasonable to suppose that he would be some
what guided bv his opinion.

We have, then, the opinions of Franklin himself,

Colonel Sabine, and Captain Fitzjames, all bearing on

this point, and we must remember that Parry, who dis-

covered and named this channel, saw nothing when
passing and re-passing it, but a clear open sea to the

northward.
Lieut. S. Osborn, in a paper dated the 4th of January,

1850, makes the following suggestions :

—

•'General opinion places the lost expedition to tho

west of Cape Walker, and south of the latitude of Mel-

ville Island. The d istance from Cape Bathurst to Banks'

Land is only 301 miles, and on reference to a chart it

will be seen that nowhere else does the American conti-

nent approach so near to the supposed position of Frank-

lin's expedition.
" Panks' Land bears from Cape Bathurst IST. 41° 4!>',

E. 302 miles, and there is reason to believe that in the

summer season a portion of this distance may be trav

ersed in boats.
" Dr. Richardson confirms previous reports of the ice

lioing light on the coast east of the Mackenzie River to

< /'ape Bathurst, and informs us that the Esquimaux had

fiv^en ' no ice to seaward for two moons.'
'' Every mile traversed northward by a party from

Cftpe Bathurst would be over that unknown space in

which traces of Franklin may be expected. It is advis-

oble that such a second party be dispatched from Cu])e

I^athurst, in order that the prosecution of Dr. Rae's

examination of the supposed channel between Wolhi-^-

ton and Victoria Lands may in no way be interfered

with, by his attention being called to the westward."
In March, 1848, the Admiralty announced their inten-

tion of rewarding the crews of any whaling ships that

l)ronght accurate information of the missing expedition,
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Isiily instructed to make for, you will therefore be
pleMsed, immediately on the receipt of this letter, to tit

out another ex])lorino^ party, to proceed in the direction

above indicated, but varying the route that niay iiave

been followed last summer, which party, besides their

own examination of the coast and islands, should be

instructed to offer liberal rewards to tlie Esquimaux to

search for some vestiges of tiie missing exj)edition, and
similar rewards should be offered to the Indians iiduib

iting near the coast and Peel's River, and the half-bred

hunters of Mackenzie River, the latter being, perhaps,

riicre energetic than the former ; assuring tliem that

whoever may procure authentic intelligence will be

largely rewarded.
" Simultaneously with the expedition to proceed to-

ward Cape Walker, one or two small ])artie8 should be

d ;^patclied to the westward of the Mackenzie, in the

dn'cction of Point Barrow, one of which might pass over

to the Youcon River, and descending that stream to the

sea, carry on their explorations in tluit quarter, while

the other, going down the Mackenzie, might trace the

coast thence toward the Youcon. And these parties

must also be instructed to offer rewards to the natives

to prosecute tlie search in all directions.

".P)y these means there is reason to believe that in

the course of one year so minute a search may be made
of the coast and the islands, that in the event of the

expedition having passed in that direction, some trace

of their progress would certainly be discovered.
" From your experience in arctic discovery, and pe-

culiar qualifications for such an undertaking, I am in

hopes you may be enabled yourself to assume tlie

command o^ the party to proceed to the northward

;

and, as lea^-drs of the two parties to explore the coast

to the V estward of the Mackenzie, you will have to

select such officers of the Company's service within

the district as may appear best qualified for the duty*

Mr. Murr-^y, I think, would be a very fii man for one

of the leaders, and if one party be sent by way of the

Yniieitu, he might take charge of it. In the event of
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your going on this expedition, you wiL be pleaaed to

make over the charge of the district to Chief Trader
Bell during your absence.

"In case you may be short-handed, I have by this

conveyance instiuctcd Chief Factor Ballenden to en-

gage in Red River ten choice men, accustomed to boat-

ing, and well litted for such a duty as will be required

uf them; and if there be a chance of their reaching
Mackenzie River, or even Athabasca, before the break-

ing up of the ice, to forward them immediately.
"Should the season, however, be too far advanced

to enable them to accomplish the journey by winter

traveling, Mr. Ballenden is directed to increase the

party to fourteen men, with a guide to be dispatched

from Red River immediately affer the opening of the

navigation, in two boats, laden with })rovisions and
dour, and a few bales of clothing, in order to meet, in

some degree, the heavy drain that will be occasioned
dn our resources in provisions and necessary sup}>lie8

in Mackenzie River. The leader of this party from
lied River may, perhaps, be qualified to act as the

conductor of one of the parties to examine the coast

to the westward."
On the 5th of February, 1850, another consultation

took place at the Admiralty among those officers most
experienced in these matters, and their opinions in

writing were solicited. It is important, therefore, to

Biibmit these as fully as possible to the consideration

of the reader.

The first is the report of the hydrographer of the

Admiralty, dated the 29th of January, 1850:—
" Memorandtim hy Hear-Admiral Si/r Francis Beau

fort, K. C. B.

"The Behring's Strait expedition being at length

airly off, it appears to me to be a duty to submit to

their Lordships that no time should now be lost in

equipping another set of vessels to renew the search

t>n the opposite side, through Baffin's Bay; and this

l)iMiig the fifth year that the Erebus and Terror have

\' (
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been absent, and probably reduced to only casual sn;)-

l)lie8 of food and fuel, it may bo assumed that tiiijj

search should be so complete and effectual as to leavy

unexamined no place in which, by any of the snpposi

tions that have been put forward, it is at all likely they

may be found.

''Sir John Franklin is not a man to treat his orders

with levity, and therefore his first attempt was un
(loubtedly made in the direction of Melville IsUind, aiul

not to the westward. If foiled in that attempt, he

naturally hauled to the southward, and using Banks'

Land as a barrier against the northern ice, he would
try to make westing under its lee. Thirdly, if both of

these roads were found closed against his advance, ho

perhaps availed himself of one of the four passages

])etween the Parry Islands, including the Wellington
Channel. Or, lastly, he may have returned to Baffin's

Bay and taken the inviting opening of Jones' Sound.
"AH those four tracks must therefore be diligently

examined before the search can be called complete,

and the only method of rendering that examination
})rompt and efficient will be through the medium of

steam; while only use-ass expense and reiterated dis

appointment will attend the best effbrts of sailing ves-

sels, leaving the lingering eurvivors of the lost ships.

as well as their relatives in England, in equal despair

Had Sir .Tames Ross been iu a steam vessel, he would
not have been surrounded with ice and swept out of

the Sti-ait, but by shooting under the protection of Leo
))old Island, he would have waited there till that fatal

Held had passed to the eastward, and he then woul(i

have found a perfectly open sea up to Melville Island

"The best application of steam to ice-going vesseh

would be Ericson's screw ; but the screw or paddles ol

any of our moderate-sized vessels might be made t(

elevate with facility. Vessels so fitted would not re

quire to be fortified in an extraordinary degree, not

more than common whalers. From the log-like quies-

cence with which a sailing vessel must await the crush

of two approach.ing floes, they must be as strong n
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wood and iion can make them ; but the steamer slipa

jut of tlie reach of the collision, waits till the shock is

past, and then profiting by their mutual recoil, darts

at once through the trauRicnt opening.

*Two such vessels, and each of tnem attended by
two tenders laden with coals and provisions, would be
sufficient for the main lines of search. Every proini

nent point of land where notices might have been left

would be visited, details of their owm proceedings would
he deposited, and each of tlie tenders would bo left in

proper positions, aw points of rendezvous on which to

tail back.

"Besides these two branches of the expedition, it

would be well to allow the whaling captain (Per ^ ,) to

carry out his proposed undertaking. His local knowl-
edge, his thorougn acquaintance with all tlie mysteries

of the ice navigation, and his well known skill and
resources, seem to point him out as a most valuable

auxiliary.

" But whatever vessels may be chosen for this service,

1 would beseech their lordships to expedite them ; all

our attempts have been deferred too long ; and there is

now reason *^o believe that very early in the season, in

May or even in April, BaflSn's Bay may be crossed be-

fore the accumulated ice of winter spreads over its

surface. If they arrive rather too soon, they may very
advantageously await the proper moment in some of
the Greenland harbors, prepaiing themselves for the

coming efforts and struggles, and procuring Esquimaux
IntenDreters.

" ill order to press every resource into the service of

this noble enterprise, the vessels should be extensively

furnished with means for blasting and splitting the ice,

perhaps circular saws might be adapted to the steamers,

a launch to each party, with a small rotary engine,

eledges for the shore, and light boats witli sledge bear-

ings for broken ice-fields, balloons for the distribution

of advertisements, and kites for the explosion of lofty

fire-balls. And, lastly, they should have vigorous and
numerous crews, so that when detachments are away.

^|HTl
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other oDftnitionH should not be intermitted for want of

physical Ktrength.
" As the council of the Roval Society, some time ago,

thought proper to remind their lordships of the propriety

of iiihtituting this search, it would be tiiir now to call on

that learned body for all tha advice and suggestions,

that science and philosophy can contribute toward the

accomplishment of the great object on which the eyes

of all England and indeed of all the world, are now
entirely hxed."

Captain Beechey, writing to the Secretary of the Ad-
miralty, 7th of February, 1850, says :

—

" The urgent nature of the case alone can justify the

use of ordinary steamers in an icy sea, and great pru-

dence and judgment will be required on the part of

their commanders, to avoid being disabled by coUisittn

and pressure.
" I would also add, as an exception, that I think Leo-

pold Island and Cape Walker, if possible, should both

be examined, prior to any attempt being made to penc

trate in other directions from Barrow's Strait, and that

the bottom of Regent Inlet, about the Pelly Islands,

should not be left unexamined. In the memorandiiiu
submitted to their lordships on the 17th of Jaiiiiarv,

1849, this quarter was considered of importance; and

I am still of opinion, that, had Sir John Franklin aban-

doned his vessels near the coast of America, and nnuh
short of the Mackenzie River, he would have preferred

the probability of retaining the use of his boats until

he found relief in Barrow's Strait, to risking an over-

land journey via the before-mentioned river ; it must

be remembered, that at the time he sailed, Sir Georgo
Back's discovery had rendered it veiy probable that

Boothia was an island.
" An objection to the necessity of this search seems

to be, that had Sir John Franklin taken that route, he

would have reached Fury Beach already. However, I

cannot but think there will yet be found some ^ood

fjrouiKJs for the Esquimaux sketch, and that their moan
ino; has been misunderstood ; and as Mr. M'Cormiek Ik
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an enterprising ])erHon, v.'liose name has already been
before tlioir lorclBhips, I would Hubmit, whether a boat
expedition from JiCopold Depot, under his direction,

would not satiHtUotorily set at rest all inquiry upon this,

now the only ([uurtor uujn'ovided for."

Captain Sir W. E. Parry Btates :

—

''I am (' 'ledly of opinion that the main search

should l)e ronewiMl in the direction of Melville Island

and Banks' Land, includinj' as a part of the plan the

tborou|jh examination of Wellington Strait and of the

other similar openings between the islands of the group
hearing my luime. I entertain a <i;rowing conviction of

the probability of the missing ships, or at least a con-

siderable ])urtion of tl»e crews, being siiut up at Mel
ville Island, Banks' Land, or in umt neigliborhood,

agreeing as I do with Rear Admiral Sir Fi-ancis Beau-
fort, in his report read yesterday to the Board that 'Sir

.lohn Frankhn is not a man to treat his orders with

levity,' which he would l)e jnstly chargeable with doing
if he attached greater weight to any notions he might
personally entertain than to the Admiralty instructions,

whicii he well knew to be founded on the experience of

foruier attempts, and on the best information which
could then be obtained on the subject. For these rea-

sons I can scarcely doubt that he would employ at least

two seasons, those of 1845 and 1846, in an unremitting

attempt to ])enetrate directly westward or southw^stward
to Behring's Strait.

" Supposing this conjecture to be correct, nothing can
i)e more likely than that Sir John Franklin's ships, hav-

ing penetrated in seasons of ordinary temperature a

considerable distance in that direction, have been locked

up by successive seasons of extraordinary rigor, thus

baffling the efforts of their weakened crews to escape
from the ice in either of the two directions by Behring's
or Barrow's Straits.

" And here I cannot but add, that my o'^n conviction

of this probability— for it is only with probabilities

that we have to deal— has been greatly strengthened
by a letter T have lately received from Col. Sabine, of

k i

t
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the Royal A^riillerj, of which 1 had the honor to snb
iiiit a copy to Sir Francis Baring. Colonel Sabine
havinff accompanied two successive expeditions to Bat-

fin's Bnv, including that under my command \.hicli

reached Melville Island, I consider his views to be well

worthy of their lordships' attention on this part of the

subject.

"It must be admitted, however, that considerable

weight is due to tlie conjecture which has been offered

by persons capable of forming a sound judgment, that

having failed, as I did, in the attempt to penetrate west-

ward. Sir eTohn Franklin might deem it prudent to re-

trace his steps, and was enabled to do so, in order to try

a more northern route, either through Wellington Strait

or some otlier of those openings between the Parry
Islands to which I have already referred. And this ideu

receives no small importance from the fact, (said to be

beyond a doubt,) of Sir John Franldin having, beforu

his departure, expressed such an intention in case of

failing to the westward.
" I cannot, therefore, consider the intended search to

be complete without making the examination of Wel-
lington Strait and its adjacent openings a distinct part

of the plan, to be performed by one portion of the

vessels which I shall presently propose for the main
expedition.

"Much stress has likewise been laid, and I think not

altogecher witliout reason, on the propriety of searcli-

ing Jones' and Smith's Sounds in the northwest parts of

Baffin's Bay. Considerable interest has lately been at-

tached to Jones' Sound, from the fact of ics having been

recently navigated by at least one enterprising whaler,

and found to be of great width, free from ice, with a

swell from the westward, and having no land visible from

the mast-head in that direction. It seems more than

probable, therefore, that it may be found to communi-
cate with Wellington Scrait ; so that if Sir John Frank-

lin's ships have been det«^ined anywhere to the north-

ward of the Parry Islands, it would be by Jones' Sound
that he would probably endeavor to effect his escape,
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rather timii by tlio lens direct rov^te of Barrow's Strait.

1 do not inyself attach much importance to the idea of
Sir John Franklin having so fai- retraced his steps as

to come back througli Lancaster Sound, and recom-
mence his enterprise by entering Jones' Sound ; but
the possibility of his attempting his escape througli

this fine opening, and the report, (though somewhat
vague,) of a cairn of stones seen by one of the whalers
on a headland within it, seems to me to render it highly
expedient to set this question at rest by a search in

this direction, including the examination of Smith's
Sound also."

I beg to cite next an extract from the letter of Dr. Sir

John Kichardson to the Secretary of the Admiralty :

—

''^Haslar Ros^ital^ Gospoi't^ ^th ofFebruary^ 1850.

" With respect to the direction in which a successful

search may be predicated with the most confidei-ce,

very various opinions have been put forth ; some have
supposed either that the ships were lost before reaching
Lancaster Sound, or that Sir John Franklin, finding an
impassable barrier of ice in the entrance of Lancaster
Sound, may hive sought for a passage through Jones'
Sound. 1 do lot feel inclined to give much weight to

either conjecture. When we consider the strength of
the Erebus ai d Terror, calculated to resist the strongest

pressure to y Inch ohips navigating Baffin's Bay have
been known to be subject, in conjunction with the fact

that, of the many whalers which liavo been crushed or

abandoned since the commencement of the fishery, the

crews, or at least the greater part of them, have, in

almost every case, succeeded in reaching other ships, or

^he Danish settlements, we cannot believe that the two
discovery ships, which were seen on the ndy^^e of the

middle ice so early as the 20th of July, can have been
so suddenly and totally overwhelmed as to preclude

some one of the intelligent officers, whose minds were
prepared for every emergency, with their select crews
of men, experienced in the ice, from placing a boat on
the ir'o or water, and thus carrying intelligence of the
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disaster to one of the many whalers whicn remained foi

two months after that date in those seas, and this in tho

absence of any unusual catastrophe among the tishiug

vessels that season.
" With respect to Jones' Sound, it is admitted by all

who are intimately acquainted with Sir John Franklin,

that his first endeavor would be to act up to the letter

of his instructions, and that therefore he would not

lij^litly abandon the attempt to pass Lancaster Sound.

From the logs of the whalers year after year, we learn

that when once they have succeeded in rounding tlie

middle ice, they enter Lancaster Sound with facility :

had Sir John Franklin, then, gained that Sound, und

from the premises we appear to be fully justified in

concluding that he did so, and had he afterward en-

countered a compact field of ice, bai-ring Barrow's

Strait and Wellington Sound, he would then, after hv-

ing convinced that he would lose the season in attempt

ing to bore through it, have borne up for Jones' Sound,

but not until he had erected a conspicuous landmark,
and lodged a memorandum of his reason for deviating

from his instructions.

"Tlie absence of such a signal-post in Lancaster

Sound is an ai'gument against the expedition having

turned back from thence, and is, on the other hand, ;i

stJ'ong support to the suspicion that Barrow's Strait was

as open in 1845 as when Sir W. E. Parry first passed

it in 1819 ; that, such bein<^ the case, Sir John Frank-

lin, without delay and without landing, pushed on to

Giipe Walker, and that, subsequently, in endeavoring
to penetrate to the soutkwest, he became involved in

the drift ice, which, there is reason to believe, urircd

by the prevailing winds and the set of the flood tides,

is carried toward Coronation Gulf, through channels

more or less intricate. Should he have found no open
ing at Cape Walker, he would, of course, have sought

one further to the west ; or, finding the southerly and

westerly opening blocked by ice, he might have tried a

northern passage.
" In either case, the plan of search propounded hi

I r
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Sir Francis Beaufort seems to provide against everv

contingency, especially when taken in conjunction with

Captain CoUinson's expedition, via Behring's Strait,

and the boat parties fi*om the Mackenzie.
" I do not venture to offer an opinion on the strength

jr equipment of the vessels to be employed, or other

merely nautical questions, further than by remarking,

that the use of the small vessels, which forms part of

Sir Francis Beaufort's scheme, is supported by the suc-

ce.i8 of the early navigators with their very small craft,

and the late gallant exploit of Mr. Shedden, in round-

ing Icy Cape and Point Barrow, in the JSTancy Dawbon
yacht.

" And further, with respect to the comparative merits

of the paddles and screw in the arctic seas, I beg le^ve

merely to observe, that as long as the screw is immersed
in water it will continue to act, irrespective of the tern

peratui'e of the air ; but when, as occurs late in the

autumn, the atmosphere is suddenly cooled below the

freezing point of sea water, by a northerly gale, while

the sea itself remains warmer, the paddles will be
speedily clogged by ice accumulating on the floats as

they rise through the air in every revolution. An in-

cident recorded by Sir James C. Ross, furnishes a strik-

ing illustration of the powei-ful action of a cold wmd
;

I allude to a fish having been thrown up by the spray
against the bows of ^he Terror, and firmly frozen there,

during a gale in a high southerly latitude. Moreover,
even with the aid of a ready contrivance for topping
the padd- s, the flatness or hollowness of the sides of a

paddle ste. raer renders her less fit for sustaining pres-

sure ; the tiachinery is more in the way of oblique
beams for strengthening, and she is less efficient as a

Bailing vessel wnen the steam is let ofl^."

Memorcmdum inclosed in Dr. WCormicJc's Letter

of the 1st of January.^ 1860.

" In the month of April last, T laid before my Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty a plan of search for

tlio missing cxpoditioii under tlie f'<»nnnan<l of Caitfaii)
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Sir John Franklin, bj means of a boat expedition up
Jones' and Smith's Sounds, volunteering myself to

conduct it.

" In that plan I stated the reasons which had induced
me to direct my attention more especially to the open-

ings at the head of Baffin's Bay, which, at the time

were not included within the general scheme of search.

"Wellington Channel, however, of all the probable

openings into the Polar Sea, possesses the highes^t de-

gree of interest, and the exploration of it is of such

paramount importance, that I should most unquestion

ably have comprised it within my plan of search, had
not Her Majesty's ships Enterprise and Investigator

been employed at the time in Barrow's Strait for the

express purpose of examining this inlet and Cape
Walker, two of the most essential points of search in

tlie whole track of the Erebus and Terror to the west-

ward ; being those points at the very threshold of his

enterprise, from which Sir John Franklin would take

his departure from the known to the unknown, whether
he shaped a southwesterly course from the latter, or

attempted the passasje in a higher latitude from the

former point.
" The return of the sea expedition from Port Leo-

pold, and the overland one from the Mackenzie Kiver,

both alike unsuccessful in their search, leaves the fate

of the gallant Franklin and his companions as proble-

matical as ever ; in fact, the case stands precisely as it

did two years ago ; the work is yet to be begun ; every

thing remains to be accomplished.

"In renewal of the search in the ensuing spring,

more would be accompliBhed in boats than in any other

way, not only b> Behi-iiig's Strait, but from the east-

ward. For the difticult'es attendant on icy navigation

which form so insuperable a barrier to the progress of

ships, would be readily surmounted by boats ; by means
of which the coast line may be closely examined f"i

cairns of stones, under which Sir John Franklin woukl

fuost indnbitably deposit memorials of his progress

II all prominent positions, as o])portunities might ofler
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"The discovery of one of tliese niemeiitos would, in

tLA probability, afford a clue that might lead to the res-

cue of our enterprising countrymen, ere another and
sixth winter cloise in upon them, should they be still

in existence ; and the time has not yet arrived for aban
douing hope.

"In renewing once more the offer of my services,

which I do most cheerfully, I see no reason for chang-
ing the opinions I entertained last spring; subsequent
events have only tended to coiiiirm them. I then be-

lieved, and I do so still, after a long and mature con-

sideration of the subject, tliut Sir John Franklin's ships

have been arrested in a high latitude, and beset in the

heavy polar ice northward of the Parry Islands, and
that their probable course thither has been through the

Wellington Channel, or one of the sounds at the north-

ern extremity of Baffin's Bay.
"This appears to me to be the only view of the case

that can in any way account for the entire absence of
all tidings of them throughout so protracted a period
of time (unless all have perished by some suddei. and
overwhelming catastrophe.)

"Isolated as their position would be under such cir-

cumstances, any attempt to reach the continent of
America at such a distance would be hopeless in the
extreme : and the mere chance of any party from the
ebips reaching the top of Baffin's Bay at the very mo-
ment of a whaler's brief and uncertain visit would be
iittended with by far too great a risk to justify the at-

tempt, for failure would insure inevitable destruction

to the whole party ; therefore their only alternative

would be to keep together in their ships, should no dis-

aster have happened to them, and by husbanding their

remaining resources, eke them out with whatever wild
animals may come within their reach.
" Had Sir John Franklin been able to shape a south-

westerly course from Cape Walker, as directed by his

instructions, th« probability is, some intelligence of
him would have reached this country ei'e this, (nearly

live years having already elapsed since his departure
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from it.) Parties would have been sent out from his

ships, either in the direction of the coast of America
or Barrow's Strait, whichever happened to be the most
accessible. Esquimaux would have been fallen in

with, and tidings of the long-absent expedition have
been obtained.

" Failing in penetrating beyond Cape Walker, Sir

John Franklin would have left some notice of his fu-

ture intentions on that spot, or the nearest accessible

one to it ; and should he then retrace his course for tlie

Wellington Channel, the most probable conjecture, he

would not pass up that inlet without depositing a fur-

ther account of his proceedings, either on the western

or eastern point of the entrance to it.

"Therefore, should my proposal meet with their

Lordships' approbation, I would most respectfully sub.

mit, that the party I have volunteered to conduct

should be landed at the entrance to the Wellington
Channel, or the nearest point attainable by any ship

that their Lordships may deem fit to employ in a fu-

ture search, consistently with any other services that

ship may have to perform ; and should a landing be

effected on the eastern side, I would propose commenc-
ing the search from Cape Riley or Beechey Island in

a northedy direction, carefully examining every re-

markable headland and indentation of the western

coast of North Devon for memorials of the missing ex-

])edition ; I would then cross over the Wellington
Channel and continue the search along the northern

shore of Cornwallis Island, extending the exploration

to the westward as far as the remaining portion of tlie

season would permit, so as to secure the retreat of the

party before the winter set in, returning either by the

oastern or western side of Cornwallis Island, as cir

cumstances might indicate to be the most desirable at

the time, after ascertaining the general extent and

trending of the shores of that island.

"As, however, it would be highly desirable that

Jones' Sound slioukl not be omitted in the search, more

especially as a whaler, last season, reached its entrance
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and reported it open, I would furlner fi/upose, that the

ship conveying the exploring party out should look into

this opening on her way to Lancaster Sound, if circum-

stances pemn'tted of her doing so early in tlio season
;

and, if found to be free from ice, the attempt miglit bo

made by the boat expedition to push through it to tho

westward in this latitude ; and should it prove to be

an opening into the Polar Sea, of which 1 think tliero

can be little donbt, a great saving of time and distance

would be accomplished. Failing in ibis, the ship should

be secured in some central position in the vicinity of

the Wellington Channel, as i\point (Vappul to fall back
upon in the search from that quarter.

(Signed,) R. M'Cormick, R. N.
" Twickenhmn^ Int of January^ 1850."

OuUine of a Plan ofan Overland Journey to the

Polar Sea^ hy the Way of the Coiypermine River

^

in Search of Sir John FranldirCs Expediti&n^ sug-

nested in 1847.

" If Sir John Franklin, guided by his instructions,

has pas'^ed through Barrow's Strait, and shaped a south-

westerly course, from the meridian of Cape "VVulker,

with the intention of gaining the nortliern coast of the

continent of America, and so passing through the Dol-

phin and Union Strait, along the shore of that conti-

nent, to Behring's Strait;
'• Ilia greatest risk of detention by the ice through-

out this course would be found between the parallels of

7i° and 69° north latitude, and the meridians of 100^

and 110° west longitude, or, ia other words, that por-

tion of the northwest passage whicli yet remains unex-

plored, occupying the space Ix-^ween- tb«^ western coast

of Boothia on the one side, a .d the island or islands

lurming Banks' and Victoria Lands on the other.

" Should the Erebus and Te.ror have been beset in

the heavy drift-ice, or wreckeu among it and the bro-

ken land, M'hioh in all proba.yility exists there while

contending with the prevalent westerly winds in this

•jiuirter
;
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"The Coppermine River would decidedly offer the

most direct route and nearest approach to that portion

of the Polar Sea, and, after crossing Coronation Gulf,

the average breadtli of the Strait Letween the Conti

nent and Victoria Land is only about twenty-two miles.
'' From this point a careful search should be com-

menced in the direction i»f Jiunks' land ; the interven-

ing space between it and Victoiin Land, occupyin*^

ahout live degrees, or little more than 300 miles, could,

I think, be accomplished in one season, and a retreat to

winter quarters elfected before the winter set in. As
the ice in the Coi)pcrmine River breaks up in June,

the searciiing party ought to reach the sea by the be-

ginning of August, which would leave two of the best

months of the year for exploring the Polar Sea, viz

August and September.
" As it would be highly desirable tuar. every available

day, to the latest })eriod of the season, shoula be de-

voted to the search, I should propose wintering on the

coast in the vicinity of the moutli of the Coppermine
River, which would also afford a favorable position

from which to recommence the search in the following

spring, should the first season prove misuccessful.
" Of course the object of such an expedition as 1 have

proposed is not with the view of taking su})plies to sucli

a numerous party as Sir John Franklin has under his

command ; but to iliid out his position, and acquaint
him where a depot of provisions would be stored up
for liimself and crews at my proposed w^inter quarters,

where a party should be left to build a house, establish

a iishcry, and hunt for game, during the absence of the

searching party.
'' T<j carrv out this plan etiiciently, the Hudson's Bay

Company sLould be requested to lend their powerful
cooperation in fnrnishing guides, supplies of pemmican,
tfec, for the party on their route and :it winter quarters.

Without entei-ing into details here, I may observe, that

I should consider one boat, combiniui'' the necessnrv
requisites in her construction to lit her for either the

river navigation, or that of the shores of the Polar Sea.
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would be quite sufficient, with a crew one half sailors,

and the other half Canadian boatmen ; the latter to be
engaged at Montreal, for which place I would propose
leaving England in the month of Feijruary.

" Should such an expedition even fail in its main ob-

ject— the discovery of the position of the missing shipa

and their crews, the long-sought-for polar passage may
be accomplished.

(Signed,) R. M'Ookmick, R. N.
** Woolwich, 1847."

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Sherard Oshorn to

the Lords Cu.,vmissioners of the Admiralty.

" Ealimj^ Middlesex^ 4:th Janvary, 1850.

" My Lords,— A second attempt to reach Sir John
Franklin's expedition being about to be tried during
the present year, I take the liberty of calling your at-

tention to the inclosed proposition for an overland party

to be dispatched to the shores of the Polar Sea, with a
view to their traversing the short distance between Cape
Bathurst and Banks' Land. My reasons for thus tres-

passing on your attention are as follows
;

" Ist General opinion places the lost expedition to

tlie west of Cape Walker, and south of the latitude of

Melville Island.
" The distance from Cape Bathurst to Banks' Land

is only 301 miles, and on reference to a chart it will be
seen that nowhere else does the American continent

approach so near to the supposed position of Franklin's

expedition.
" 2d. As a starting point. Cape Batlmrst offers great

advantages ; the arrival of a party sent there fjom
England may be calculated upon to a day ; whereas
the arrival of Captain CoUineon in the longitude of

Cape Barrow, or that of an eastern expedition in Lan-
caster Sound, will depend upon many uncontrollable

contingencies. The distance to be performed is com-
paratively little, and the certainty of being able to fall

i)ack upon supplies offers great advantages. Captain
17
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ColliiiBon will have G80 iiiiUs of longitude to traverw
between Cape Bairow and Bunks' Lund, An Eastern

Expedition, if opposed by tlio ice, (as Sir James Rosa
has been,) and unable to proceed in their vessels fa»'ther

than Leopold Harbor, will have to journey on foot 330
miles to reach the longitude of Banks' Land, and if

any accident occur to tlieir vessels, hey will bo in as

critical a position as those they go t^ seek.

"3d. Banks' Land bears from (?ape Bathurst N. 4P
'19' E. 302 miles, and there is reason to believe that in

the summer season a portion of this distance may be
traversed in boats.

" 4th and 5th. Dr. Richardson confirms previous re-

ports of the ice being light on the coast east of the

Mackenzie River to Cape Bathurst, and informs us

that the Esquimaux had seen no ice to seaward for two
moons.

"6th. Every mile tiaversed northward by a party

from Cr.pe Bathurst would ])e over that unknown space
in which traces of Franklin may be expected.

" 7th. It is advisable that such a second party be

dispatched from Cape Bathurst, in order that the pros-

ecution of Dr. Rae's examination of the supposed chan-

nel between Wollaston and Victoria Lands may in no

way be interfered with by his attention being called to

the westward.

"8th. The caches of provisions made at different

points of the Mackenzie and at Cape Bathurst, would
enable a party to push down to their starting point with

great celerity directly the River Mackenzie opens,

which may be as earlv as Mav.

"I would also remind your Lordships that the ])ro-

posed expedition would carry intc> execution a very im
portant clause in the instructions given to Sir James
Ross ; viz : that of sending exploring parties frorn

Banks' Land in a southwesterly direction toward Cape
Bathurst or Cape Parry.

" In conclusion, I beg to offer my willing services to-

ward the execution of the proposed plan ; and seekiuf'

it from no selfish motives, but tlioi-oughly iinprc^scil
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with its teuHibility, you may rest astiured, my lords,

should I have tho honor of boiiig sent upon this service,

that 1 shall not diaappoint your expectations.

"1 have, &c.,

(Signed,) " Sherabd Osboen, Lieut, R. N."

Copy of a Letterfrom Colonel Sabine^ R. -4., to Cap-
tain Sir W. Edward Pa/rry,

" Castle-down Terrace^ ffastinga^
" Ibth of January^ 1850.

"There can be little doubt, I inaagine, in the miad of

Any one who has read attentively Franklin's instruc-

tions, and, (in reference to them,) your description of

the state of the ice and of the navigable water in 1819
iind 1820, in the route which he was ordered to pursue;

still less, I think, can there be a doubt in the mind of

any one who had the advantage of being with you in

those years, that Franklin, (always supposing no pre-

vious aisaster,) must have made his way to the south-

west part of Melville Island either in 1845 or 1846. It

has been said that 1845 was an unfavorable season, and
as the navigation of Davis' Strait and Baffin's Bay was
new to Franklin, we may regard it as more probable
that it may have taken him two seasons to accomplish
what we accomplished in one. So far, I think, guided
by his instructions and by the experience gained in

1819 and 1820, we may reckon pretty confidently on
the first stage of hie proceedings, and doubtless, in his

progress he would have left memorials in the uiual

manner at places where he may have landed, some of
which would be likely to fall in the way of a vessel fol-

lowing in his track. From the west end of Melville
Island our inferences as to his further proceedings must
become more conjectural, being contingent on tuf state

of the ice and the existence of navigable water in the

particular season. If he found the ocean, as we did,

covered to the west and south, as far as the eye could
reach from the summit of the highest hills, with ice of
a thickness unparalleled in any othei* part of the Polai

1
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Sea, ho would, after probably waiting thrt/ug!i one whole
season in the hope of some favorable chang<!, have re-

traced his «teps, in obedience to the second part of hi.n

instructions, in order to seek an opening to the nortli

which might conduct to a more open sea. In this case

some memorial of the season passed by liim at tlio

southwest end of Melville Island, and also of his pur

f)08e
of retracing his steps, would doubtless have been

eft by him ; and should lie subsequently have found

an opening to the north, presenting a favorable appear
ance, there also, should circumstances have permitted,

Wc'ild a memorial have been left.

" lie may, however, have found a more favorable

state of things at the southwest end of Melville Island

than we did, and may have been led thereby to at-

tempt to force a passage for his ships in the direct liny

of Behring's Strait, or perhaps, in the first instance, te

the south of that direction, namely, to Banks' Land
In such case two contingencies present themselves
first, that in the season of navigation of 1847 he may
have made so much progress, that in 1848 he may have

preferred the endeavor to push through to Behring's

Strait, or to some western part of the continent, to an

attempt to return by the way of Barrow's Strait ; the

mission of the Plover, the Enterprise, and the Inves-

tigator together with Dr. Rae's expedition, supply, 1

presume, {ior I am but partially acquainted with their

instructions,) the most judicious means of aiFording re-

lief in this direction. There is, however, a second con-

tingency ; and it is the one which the impression left

on my mind by the nature and general aspect of the

ice in the twelve months which we ourselves passed at

the southwest end of Melville Island, compels me, in

spite of my wishes, to regard as the more probable,

viz., that his advance from Melville Island in the sea-

son of 1847 may have been limited to a distance of

fifty, or perhaps one hundred miles at farthest, and
that in 1848 he may have endeavored to retrace his

steps, but only with partial success. It is, I apprehend,
(pi i tea conceivable case, that under these circumstances.
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incapable of extricating tlie Rliips from the ice, the

crews iiiiiy hsive l)een, at length, obliged to quit them,

and attempt aretreat, not toward the continent, bocauao

too distant, but to Melville Island, where certainly

food, and probably fuel (settls,) might be obtained, and
where they would naturally suppose that vessels dis-

patched from England for their relief would, in the

tirst instance, seek them. It is quite conceivai)lo also,

1 apprehend, that tiie circurnstatioes might be such
that their retreat may have been made without their

boats, and })robably in the Ai)ril or May of 1849
''Where the Esquimaux have lived, there ICnglis)iuien

may liv9^ and no valid argnuicnt against the atlempt
to relieve can, \ think, be fou!idcd on the improbability

of finding Englishmen alive in 1850, who may have
made a retreat to Melville Island in the spring of 1849

;

nur would tlie view of the case be altered in any nui-

terial degree, if wo suppose their retreat to have been
made in 1848 or 1849 to Banks' Land, which may
all'ord facilities of food and fuel equal or 8iii)erioi' to

Melville Island, and a further retreat in the following

year to the latter island as the point at which they
would more probably look out for succor.

" Without disparagement, therefore, to the attempts
made in other directions, I retain my original opinion,

which seems also to have been the opinion of the

Board of Admiralty, by which Ross's instructions were
drawn up, that the most promising direction for re-

Boarch would be taken by a vessel which should follow

them to the southwest point of Melville Island, be j^re-

]j<i!vd to winter there, and, if necessary, to send a
party across the ice in April or May to examine Banks'
Land, a distance (there and back) less than recently

accomplished by Ross in his land journey. •

"I learn from Ross's dispatches, that almost imme-
diately after he got out of Port Leopold (1849,) he was
entangled in apparently interminable fields and floes

of ice, with which, in the course of the summer, he
was drifted down through Barrow's Strait and Baffin's

'^ay nearly to Davis' Strait. It is reasonable to pre-

i
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BUine, therefore, that the loealitiec fron whence this-

ice drifted are likely to be less encumbered than usual

by accumulated ice in 1850. It is, of course, of the

highest importance to reach Barrow's Strait at the ear-

liest possible ])eriod of the season ; and, connected with

this point I learn from Captain Bird, whom I had thy

pleasure of seein*jj liere a few days ago, a very remark-

able fact, that ihe ice whicii prevented their crossing

Baffin's Bay in 72'' or 73° of latitude (as we did in

1819 arriving in Barrow's Strait a month earlier th;ui

we had (ione the preceding year, when we went round

by Melville Bay, and nearly a month earlier than Ross

did last year) was young ice, which had formed in tlio

remarkably cairn summer of last year, and which the

absence of wind prevented their forcing a passage

through, on the one hand, while on the other, the ice

was not heavy enough for ice anchors. It was, he said,

not more than two or two and a half feet thick, and ob-

viously of very recent formatio'".. There must, theio

fore, have been an earlier period of the season v/hen

this part 3f the sea must have been free from ice ; and

this comes in confirmation of a circumstance of which

I was informed by Mr. Petersen (a Danish gentlennin

sent to England some months ago by the Northern So-

ciety of Antiquaries of Copenhagen, to make extracts

from books and manuscripts in the British Museum.)
that the Northmen, who had settlements some centu-

ries ago on the west coast of Greenland, were in tlie

habit of crossing Baffin's Bay in the latitude of Uper-

navic in the spring of the year, for the purpose <»f null-

ing in Barrow's Strait, from whence they returned iii

August ; and that in the early months they generally

found the passage across free from ice.

"In the preceding remarks, I have left one contin-

gency uncoi^sidered ; it is that which would have fol-

lowed in pursuance of his instructions, if Franklin should

have fovnd the aspect of the ice too unfavorable to the

west and soiitli of Melville Island to attempt to force a

passage through it, and should have retraced his stejw

m hopes of finding a more open sea to the northwnrd,
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Hither in Welliniifton Strait or elsewhere. It ia quite

conceivable that here also the expedition may liave en-

countered, at no very great distance, insuperable difH-

cnlties to their advance, and may have tailed in accom-
plishing a return with theii ships. In this case, tljc

ictreat of the crews^ supposing it to have been made
iicross land or ice, would most probably be directed to

8omo part of the coast on the route to Melville Islan<l,

on which route they would, without doubt, expect that

succor would be attempted."

Mr. Hobert A. (roodsir, a brother of Mr. II. D. Gvxxl-

sir, the assistant-surgeon of Sir John Franlvlin's ship,

the Erebus, left Stromness, as surgeon of the Advice,
whaler, Capt. Penny, on the 17th of March, 1840, in

the hopes o^ gaining some tidings of his brother ; but

returned unsuccessful after an eight montiis' voyage,

lie has, however, published a very interesting little

nari'ative of the icy regions and of his ar(;tic voyage.

In a letter to Lady Franklin, dated Edinburgh, IBtli

of January, 1850, he says :
—

" I trust you arc not allow-

ing yourself to become over-anxious. I know that,

iilthongh there is much cause to be so, thei'c is still not

the slightest reason that we should despair. It may bo

presumptuous in me to say so, but 1 have never for a

moment doubted as to their ultinuite safe return, having
always had a sort of presentiment that I woidd meet my
i)rother and his companions somewhere in the regions

in which their adventures are taking place. This hope
I h!iv(.' not yet Ltiven up, and I ti-ust that ])V next sum-
incr it may bi; fulfilled, whf'n an end will be put to tlu'

-u^pense which has lasted so long, and which must have
tried you so much."

Tlie arctic regions, far from being so destitute of uni-

iiial life as might be Bup|)osHd from the bleak and inhos-

pitable charactei' of the climate, are proverbial for the

houiidlGSS profusion of various >pecies of the animal
kinorlom, which are to be met with in different locali-

>ics during n great part of the year.

The air is otten darkened by innumerable flocki of
'I 'lie and h]\M^ (yu]h. ( Trfffn's' Parant >("((•<

^ and Laras

\Jl
m
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glaui-us^ the ivory gull or snow-bird, {Larus ehurneuk)

the ki itiwake, the fulmar or petrel, biiow eeese, terns,

coons, dovekies, &c. The cetaceous animals comprise

the great Greealand whale, {Balo&na inysticetus^) tho

sea unicorn or narwhal, {Monodon monoceros^ the

wliite whale or beluga, {DdpMnus leucoH^ the morse
or walrus, {TrioheGus rosmarua^ and the seal, Thcit;

are also plenty of porpoises occasionally to be met with,

and althougli these animals may not be the best of tcxxL

yet they can be eaten. Of tho land animals I may in-

stance the polar bear, the musk-ox, the reindeer, the

arctic fox and wolvcb.

Parry obtained nearly 40001bs. weight of animal fooil

during his winte- residence ai: Melville Island ; Eo>>

nearly the same quantity from birds *»' jne when winter-

ing at Port Leopold.

In 1719, the crews of two Hudson's Bay vessels, the

Albany and Discovery, a ship and sloop, under the

command of Mr. Barlow and Mr. Knight, were cast on

sJiore on Marble Island, and it was subsequently af-cr-

tained that some of the party supported life for neaiiv

three years. Mr. T^warne learned the particulars fiom

some of the Esqu'/uaux in 1729. The ship it rij/peared

went on shore in the fall of 1719 ; the party being then

in number about fifty, began to build their house for

the wintei*. As soon as the ice permitte»l in the follow-

ing summer the Escpiinuiux paid them another visit, and

found the number of sailors much reduced, and vcrv

unhealthy.

Sickness and famine occasioned such havoc amoo^'

them that by the setting in of the second winter, their

number wms reduced to twenty. Some of the Esqni

maux took up their abode at this period on the opposite

side of the harbor, and supplied them with what \*\(^\V

ions they could spare in the shape of blubber, st alVs

flesh, and train oil.

The Esqiiimaux left for their wanderings in tlie

spring, and on revisiting the island in the sumniei' ef

1721, only five of the crews wore found alive, and I hi u

were so ravenous for f xmI. that thev devoured the Muh-
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ber and seal't, flesli raw, as they purchased it of the

natives, which proved so injurious in their weak state,

that three of them died in a few days. The two sur-

vivors, though very weak, managed to bury their com-
rades, and protracted their existence for some days
l(juger.

"They frequently," in the words of the narrative,

'went to the top of an adjacent rock, and earnestly

looked to the south and east, as if in expectation of some
vessels coming to their relief After continuing there

a considerable time, and nothing appearing in sight,

tliey sat down close together, and wept bitterly. At
length one of the two died, and the other's strength was
6u far exhausted, that he fell down and died also in

attt'inpting to dig a grave for his companion. The skulls

and other large bones of these two men are now lying

above grounu close to the house."

Sir John "Richardson, speaking of the amount of food

to he obtained in the polar region, says, "Deer migrate
over the ice in the spring from the main shore to Vic-

toria and Wollaston Lands in large herds, and return in

the autunm. These lands are also the breeding places

(f vast flocks of B|iow geese ; so that with ordinary

skill in hunting, a laige supply of food might be pro-

cured on their shores, in the months of June, July, and
August. Seals are also numerous in those seas, and
are easily shot, their curiosity rendering them a ready
prey to a boat party." In these ways and by fishing,

tlie stock of provisions might be greatly augmented—
and we have the recent example of Mr. Rae, who
nassed a severe winter on the very barren shores of

Kepulsc Bay, with no other fuel than the withered tufts

of a herbaceous andromadu, and maintained a numer-
ous party on the spoils of the chasa alone for a whole
year. Such instances, forbid us to lose hope. Should
Sir John Franklin's p'-ovisions become so far inade-

quate to a winter's consumption, it is not likely that he
would remain longer by his ships, but rather that in

one body, or in several, the officers aiid crews, with

'joiits cut down so as to be ligh.t enough to drag over

L
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the ice, or built expresisly tor that purpose, would en-

deavor to make their way eastward to Lancaster Sound,

or southward to the main-land, according to tlie longi-

tude in whicii the ships were arrested.

We ought not to judge of the supplies of food that

can be procured in tlie arctic regions by diligent hunt-

ing, from the quantities that have been actrally c»l)-

tained on the several expeditions that have returnevl,

and consequently of the means of preserving life there.

When there was abundance in the ships, tlie address

and energy of the hunting parties was not likely to be

called fortli, as they would inevitably be when the exis-

tence of the crews depended solely on their persona]

efforts, and formed their chief or only object in tlieir

march toward quarters where relief might be looked

for. This remark lias reference to the supposition that

on the failure of tlie stock of provisions in the ships,

the crews would, in separate parties under their officers,

seek for succor in several directions.

With an empty stomach, the power of resisting exter-

nal cold is greatly impaired ; but when the process ot

digesting is going on vigorously, even with compuia-

tively scanty clothing, the heat of the body is preserved.

There is in the winter time, 'n high latitudes, a craving;

for fat or oleaginous food, i,n(\ for such occasions tliu

flesh of seals, walruses, or b'3ars, forms a useful article

of <iiet. Captain Cook says that the walrus is a sweet

and wholesome article of food, Whales and seals would

also furnish light and fuel. The necessity for increased

food in very cold weather, is not so great when the

peojjle do not work.
Mr. Gilpin, in his narrative in the Nautical Maga-

zine for March, 1850, writes thus :
—

"About the 20th of June a small water bird, called

(•he dovcky, bad lifcome so nnmerous, and so many
.vere daily shot I'V those who troubled themselves to ^u

after them, that shrxtting parties from each ship, cuu-

listing of an office- and marine, w '."'t'^^lished ii*

Wlialer Point, whore tliey re.maiM.^'l t!'^,^ M' (^ week,

rctn •'iliv.r <ni iM-ni-d -^n Saliir'!-' ;ii'^':*' In i v,* ek or
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so after this the coon, ji much heavier ])ird, hecame
more plentiful than tlie little clovel^y, and from this

time to the middle of August, so successful and un-

tiring were our sportsmen, that the craw received

each a l)ird per man a day.
" The account kept on board the Investigator showed

the number of birds killed to h;,ve amounted to about

4000, and yielding near 25001bs. of meat. But more
than this was obtained, as many were shot by indi-

viduals for amusement, and not always noted."

Mr. Goodsir, surgeon, when in the Advice whaler, on
her voyage up Lancaster Sound, in thesuminerof 1849,

speaking of landing on one of the Wollaston Islands, on

tlie west side of Navy Board Inlet, says he disturbed

about lialf a dozen pairs of eider-duck {Soinateria

mollissima.) Their eggs he found to be within a few
liours of maturity, rliere were, besides, numerous
nests, the occupants of which had probably winged
their way southward. Two brent geese,(A/i6'e/' berniola)

and a single pair of arctic terns, {Sterna arctica,)

were most vociferous and courageous in defence of

their downy offspring wherever he approached. These
were the only birds he saw, with the exception of a

solitary raven, {Corvus corax^ not very !:igh over-

head, v.hose sharp and yet musically bell-like croak

came startling upon the ear.

Mr. ISnow, in his account of the voyage of the Prince

Albert, p. 162, says, (speaking of Melville J5ay, at the

uorthen head of Bath n't.^ Bay,) "Innumerable (_[uanti-

ties of birds, especially the little auk, {Alca a/le,) and
the doveky, {Golynibus (jrylle^) were now seen, (Au-

gust 6th,) in every direction. They were to be ob-

served in thousands, on the wing and in the water,

and often on pieces of ice, where they were clustered

together so thick that scores might have been shot at

a time by two or three fowling pieces."

In passing up Lancaster Pound a fortniglit later sev-

eral shoal of eider-ducks and large qaautitie^ of utiiei

birds were also seen.

m
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A BALLAD OF SIR JOHN PRANKLI^
" The ice was here, the ice was there,

The ice was all around."— Coluudsb.

Whither Bail you. Sir John Franklin T

Oried a whaler in Baffin's Bay ;

To know if between the land and the Pole,

I may find a broad sea-way.

I charge yon back, Sir John Franklin,

Ab you would live and thrive.

For between tlie land and the firoxen Pole
No nan may sail aliva

But lightly la'ighed the stout Sir John,
And spoke unto his raen :

—
Half England is wrong, if he is right

;

Bear ' to v tward J'?"

net! *i 8 uxw
you, 'lishman 7

:.j." i noixx.

ijotvfoei. j' vjf lf,i,i] .i v' t^.j r. }ft igtar

C^ .; i. .,
.^
J

>•• V ^-u't' ;'ou^ney there

ri little Inu'ffi n«\r,i
;

Anc* lange you> \ ^'l.'
'"•«• fur clothing,

Your vessel for ». m^
But lightly laughed tht dtout Sir John,
And the crew laughed with him too

;

A sailor to change from ship to sled,

I ween, were something new I

All through the long, long polar day,
The vessels westward sped

;

And wherever the sail of Sir John wan tlftxiA

The ice gave way and fled.

Qave wav with many a hollow groan,

And with many a surly roar;

But it murmurud and threatened on every tide

And closed where he sailed before.

Hot Bee ye not my merry man,
The broad and open sea 1

Bethink ye wliit the whaler said,

Bethink ye of the littlf? Indian's alftdl

The crew Jau^^hed out in glee.

^ir John, Sir John, *t is bitter coid.

The scud drivci* on the breeze,

The ice comes loumiug from the north.

The very snnbfams freeze.

Bnght summer goes, dark winter come»—
We cannot cnle the 3'ear;

Bnt long ere suiiinier's sun goes dova.
Or. yonder sea we'll steer.

ti'i



A BALLAD UF SIK JOHN KKAMKhlN.

The dripping icebergs dip|)ed and rose.

And floundered down the gale ;

The ships were staid, tlie yards wore manned.
And furled the useless sail.

The summer *s gone, the winter's come,
We sail not ah yonder sea

;

Why sail we not. Sir John Franklin t

—A silent roan was be.

The winter goes, the summer comes^
We cannot rul ' the year

;

I ween, we cannot rule the ways,
Sir John, wherein we 'd steer.

The cruel ice came floating on.

And closed beneath the lee,

Till the thickening waters dashed no mot%
•T was ice around, behind, before—
My God I there is no sea I

What think vou of the whaler now !

What of the Esquimaux ?

A sled were better than a ship,

To cruise through ice and snow.

Down sank the baleful crimson sun ;

The northern-light came out.

And glared upon tne ice-bound ships,

And fihoc\ its speaiB about

The enow came down, storm breeding storat

And on the decks was laid ;

Till the weary sailor, sick at heart,

Sank down beside his spade.

Sir John, the nifyht is black and long,

The hissing wind is bleak
;

The hard, green ice is strong as death :—
I prithee, captain, speak.

The night is neither bripfht nor shor^
The singing breeze is cold,

The ice is not so strong as hop*.

The heart of man is bold 1

What hope can scale this icy wall.

High o'er tlie main flap-staff?

Above the ridgfs the wolf and bear

Look down with a patient, settled statm-^

Look down on us and laugh.

The summer went, the winter came—
We could not rul<! the year :

But summer will jncU the ice again.

And open a piitli to the sunny main,

WhereoB our ships shall stee-
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4»



w

3^80 PROOKEdS t»l'" ARCTIC J)I8COVKBY.

il'

'I 2

l^i I

Tlio winter went, the summer went,

Tho winter came around ;

But the hard, ^reen ice wa8 stron? as deatii.

And the voice of hope sank to a breath.

Yet caught at every 8o\ind.

Hark ! heard you not the sound of guns t

And there, and there again i

'T is some uneasy iceberg's roar,

As he turns in the frozen main.

Hurra ! hurra ! the Esquimaux
Across the ice-fields steal

:

€k)d give them grace for their charity t

Ye pray for the silly seal

Sir John, where are the English fieM%
And where the Englioh trees.

And where arc the liftlo English flowers,

That open in the breeze ?

Be still, be still, my brave sailors t

You shall see the fields again,

And smell tho scent of tho opening flowtn.
The grass, and the waving grain.

Oh 1 when shall I see my orphan child t

My Mary waits for me ;

Oh I when shall I see my old mother,
And pray at her trembling knee T

lie still, be still, my brave sailors I

Think not such thoughts again I

But a tear froze slowly on his cheek—
He thought of Lady Jane.

Ah I bitter, bitter grows the cold,

The ice grows more and more ;

More settled stare the wolf and bear,

More patient than before.

Oh I think you, good Sir John Franklil^

We Ml ever see the land ?

'T was cmel to send us here to starve,

Without a helping hand.

^T was cniel. Sir John, to send us here,

So far from help or home ;

To starve and freeze on this lonely sea ;

I ween, the Lords of the Admiralty
Had rather send than come.

Oh ! whether we starve in death alone,

Or sail to our own country,

We have iloiit; what tiiaii litis never done -

I'll*' cjii'ii iii'fiui ilaiH'cd in tli(( siin —
We jmwied llie Nurllierii Sea !
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The Government and Private Seakohiho Expedittonr
AFTER Sir John Franklin.

The following is a complote list of tlie sevorul relief

and exploring vessels which have been sent out duriiii;

the last two years by the British government, by private

individuals, and by the American nation :

—

Ships. Men Conniiuiiderd.

1. H. M. S. Enterprise - - 68 Capt. Collinson.

2. II. M. S. Investigator- - 65 Com. M'Clure.

3. II. M. S. Plover - - - 52 Com. Moore.
4. II. M. S. Kesolute - - - 68 Capt. II. Austin.

5. II. M. S. Assistance - - 60 Capt. E. Omuuiney
6. II. M. S. Intrepid, (screw

steamer,) 30 Lieut. S. Osborn.
7. II. M. S. Intrepid, (screw

steamei',) 38 Lieut. Cator.

8. The Lady Franklin - - 25 Mr. Penny.
9. The Sopliia, (a tender to

the above,) 22 Mr. Stewart.

10. United States brig Ad-
vance - . - - - 20 Lieut. De Haven.

11. United States vessel Res-

cue - - - - 18 Mr. S. P. Griffin.

12. Felix yacht - - - Capt. Sir John Ross.

13. Mary, (tender to the Felix.)

IL The North Star, Master and Commander Saunders.
15. The Prince Albert - - 18 Com. Forsyth.

Of these vessels the Enterprise, Investigatoi', and
Plover, are at present engaged on the western branch
of search through Behring's Straits. The rest have all

proceeded throngh Baffin ^s Bay to Lancaster Sound, and
tlie channels branching out from thence, except the last

two, which have returned home.

Voyage of thb "Enterprise" and "Investigator"
UNDER Captain Sir James C. Ross, 1848-49.

In the spring of 1848, Captain Sir James C. Ross
was placed in command of a well found and titted ex-

[)edition, with means and advantages of unusual extent.

(•^ 1

ti!

\ j



I t!

282 I'KOOKKSS OP AKCrJ'IO DISCOrKRT.

f '1

! I

!
1' >,•

:i I III

:i/':

. f 'i I

and with an object that could not fail to Btiraalate in

the highest degi'eo the energies and perseverance of all

embarked in it. With the ever present feeling, too, that

the lives of their countrymen and brother sailors de-

pended, (under God's good providence,) upon their

unflinching exertions, Captain Ross and his followers

went forth in the confident hope that their efforts might
be crowned witli success.

The season was considerably advanced before tl.o

whole of the arrangements were completed, for it was
not until the 12th of June, 1848, that Captain Ross left

Kngland, having under his charge the Enterprise and
Investigator, with the following officers and crews :

—

Enterprise^ 540 tons.

Captain— Sir James C. Ross.

Lieutenants— R. J. L. M'Clure, F. L. McClintock,
and W. H. J. Browne.

Master— "W. S. Couldory, (actingj

Surgeon — W. Robertson,
{J>) M. D.

Assistant-Surgeon— IT. Matthias.
Clerk— Edward Whitehead.

Total complement, 68.

Investigator^ 480 tons.

Captain— E.J. Bird.

Lieutenants—M. G. H. W. Ross, Frederick Robinflon
and J. J. Barnai'd.

Master— W. Tatham.
Surgeon — Robert Anderson.
Mates — L. J. Moore and S. G. Cresswell.
Second Master— John H. Allard.
Assistant-Surgeon — E. Adams.
Clerk in Charge— James D. Gilpin.

Total complement, 67.

Tlie ships reached the Danish settlement of Upper-
navick, situated on one of the group of Woman's Islands
on the western shore of Baffin's Bay, on the 6th of
July, Running through this intricate archipelago, thev

"
.If"''
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were made fast, on the 20tli, to an iceberg agrouiid off

Cape Shackleton. The ships were towed, during the

next few da} s, through loose streams of ice, and on thu

morning of the 2f!th were oft" the three islands of ButKn

in latitude 74° 1^. Calms and light winds so greatly

imjx'ded any movement in the pack, tliat day aftei

(lay passed away until tlie season had so far advanced
as to preclude every hope of accomplishing much, if

any thing, before tije setting in of winter.

No exertions, however, were spared to take advantage
of every opportunity of pushing forward, until, on the

liOth of August, during a heavy breeze from the north-

east, the ships under all sail bored through a pack of ioe

of l)ut moderate thickness, but having among it heavy
masses, throug^ii which it was necossarv to drive tlicm at

iiH hazards. The shocks tlio ships sustained during this

SON ere trial were great, but fortunately without beriuus

(hiiiuige to them. Getting into clear water in lat. 75 i N.,

uikI long. 68° W., on the 23d the ships stood in to

Tond's Bay, but no traces of Esquimaux or other hunuin
beings were discovered, although si^ials were made and
guns fired at repeated intervals. The ships were kept

close to the land, and a rigid examination made of the

coast to the northward, so tiiat neitli<?r people nor boats

could have passed without being seen. On the 26th
tiie ships arrived oft' Possession Bay, and a party was
sent on shore to search for any traces of the expedition

luiving touched at this general point of rendezvous.

Nothing was found but the paper left there recording
the visit of Sir Edward Parry, on the very day (August
30th) in 1819. From this point the examination of the

coast was continued with equal care. On the Ist of

September they arrived oft' Cape York, and a boat's

crew was sent on shore, to fix a conspicuous mark, and
leave information for the guidance of any future party
that might touch here.

I shall now take up the narrative in Sir James Ross's
own words— '' We stood over toward northeast cape
until we came in with the edge of a pack, too dense for

us to penetrate, lyii-g between us and Leopold Island,

18
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about fourteen miles I'road ; we therefore coasted the

nortli shore of Barrow's Strait, to seek a harbor further

to the westward, and to examine the numerous inlets ot

that shore. Maxwell Bay, and several smaller indenta-

tions, were thoroughly explored, and, although we gut

near the entrance of Wellington Cliannel, the firm bar-

rier of ice which stretched across it, and whicii had not

l»roken away this season, convinced us all was imprac-

ticable in that direction. We now stood to the south-

west to seek for a harbor near Oajjo Rennell, but found

a heavy body of ice extending from tlie west of Corii-

wallis Island in a cojnjjact mass to Leopold Islaiid,

Coasting alo'ig the pack during stormy and foggy

weather, wa had difficulty in keeping the ships lite

during theniglits. for 1 believe so great a quantity ofico

was never before seen in Barrow's Strait at this period

of the season."

Fortunately, atter some days of anxious and arduous

work, the ships were got through the pack, and secured

in the harbor of Port Leopold on the 1 1th of Sej^teniber.

No situation could be better ada])ted for the purpose

than this locality ; l)eing at the junction of tiie four

great channels of Barrow's Strait, Lancaster Sound,

Prince Regent Inlet, and Wellington Channel, it was

hardly possible for any party, after abandoning their

ships, to pass along the shores of any of those inlets,

without finding indications of the proximity of these

ships.

1 he night following the very day of the ships' getting

in, the main pack closed with the land, and completely

sealed the mouth of the liarbor. The long w^inter was

passed in exploring and surveying journeys along the

coasts in all directions. During the winter as many as

fifty white foxes were taken alive, in traps made of

empty casks set for the purpose. As it was well known
how large a tract of country these animals traverse in

Bearcb of food, copper collars, (upon which a notice of

the position of the ships and depots of provisions was

engraved,) were clinched round their necks, and they

weiv then set free, in the hope that some of these four-
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of the Enterprise, had died of consumption. Several of

the crews of both ships were in a declining state, and
the general rei)ort of liealth was by no means cheering.

While Captain Ross was away. Commander Bird

had dispatched other surveying parties in different di-

rections. One, under the command of Lieutenant Bar
nard, to the northern shore of Barrow's Strait, crossing

the ice to Cape Hind; a second, C(»mmanded by Lieu-

tenant Browne, to the eastern shore of Regent Iiilut;

and a third party of six men, conducted by Lieutenaiit

RobinBon, along the western shore of the Lilet. The
latter officer extended his examination of the coast as

far as Cresswell Bay, several miles to the southwai-d

of Fury Beach. He found the house still standing in

whick Sir John Ross passed the winters of 1832-33,

together with a quantity of the stores and provisions

of the Fury, lust there in 1827. On opening some of

the packages containing flour, sugar and peas, they

were all found to be in excellent preservation, and the

preserved soup as good aa when manufactured. The
labors of these searching parties were, howevei*, of

comparatively short duration, as they all suffered from

snow-blindness, sprained ankles, and debility.

A.8 :t was now but too evident, from no traces of the

ihsent expedition having been met with by any of

these parties, that the ships could not have been de-

tained anywhere in this part of the arctic regions,

Captain Ross considered it most desirable to push for-

ward to the westward as soon as his ships should be lib

erated. His chief hopes now centered in the efforts (»f

Sir John Richardson's party; but he felt persuaded
that S:.' John Franklin's ships must have penetrated

so far beyond Melville Island as to induce him to prefer

making for the continent of America rather than seek-

ing assistance from the whale ships in Baffin's Bay.

The crews, weakened by incessant exertion, were now
in a very unfit state to undertake the heavy hUn-
which they had yet to accomplish, but all hands tliat

were able were set to work with saws to cut a channel

toward the point of the harbor, a distance of ^Jithc
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more than two miles, and on the 28ih of August the

fillips got clear. Before quitting the port, a house was
built of the spare spars of both snips, and covered with

such of the housing cloths as could be dispensed with.

Twelve months' provisions, fuel, and other necessaries

were also left behind, together with the steam launcli

belonging to the Investigator, which, baving been pur-

posely lengthened seven feet, now formed a fine vessel,

capable of conveN'ing the whole of Sir John Franklin's

}){irty to the whale ships, if necessary.

The Investigator and Enterprise now proceeded
toward the northern shore of Barrow's Strait, for the

purpose of examining Wellington Channel, and, if pos-

sible, penetrating as far as Melville Island, but when
about twelve miles from the shore, the ships came to

the hxed land-ice, and found it impossible to proceed.

On the 1st of September a strong wind suddenly
arising, brought the loose })ack, through which they

had been struggling, down upon the ships, which were
closely beset. At times, during two or three days,

they sustained severe pressure, and ridges of hum-
mocks were thrown up all around ; but after that time
the temperature falling to liear zero, it formed the

whole body of ice into one solid mass.
The remainder of the narrative, as related by the

Commander of the expedition in his oflScial dispatch,

will not bear abridgment.
" We were so circumstanced that for some days we

could not unship the rudder, and when, by the labori-

ous operation of sawing and removing the hummocks
from under the stern, we were able to do so, we found
it twisted and damaged; and the ship was so much
strained, as to increase the leakage from three inches
in a fortnight to fourteen inches daily. The ice w!is

stationary for a few days ; the pressure had so folded

the lighter pieces over each other and they were so

interlaced, as to form one entire sheet, extending from
shore to shore of Barrow's Strait, and as far to the east

and west as tlie eye could discern from the mast-head,
while the ext'emo severity of the temperature had

ill

»
I

ih'

*



288 PliOaUESS OF AKUTIO DISCOVKllY.

''
{ : i

LLl

I'

cemented the whole so firmly together that it appeared
highly improbable that it could break up again thia

season. In the s])ace w!iich liad been cleared away
for unshipping the rudder, the newly-formed ice was
fifteen inches thick, and in some places along the ship's

•ide the thirteen-feet screws were too short to work.

We had now fully made up our minds that the ships

were fixed for the winter, and dismal as the prospect

appeared, it was far preferable to being carried along

the west coast of BaflSn's Bay, where the grounded
bergs are in such numbers upon the shallow banks olf

that shore, as to render it next to impossible for 8hii)s

involved in a pack to escape destruction. It was,

therefore, with a mixture of hope and anxiety that, vu

the wind shifting to the westward, we perceived tlie

whole body of ice begin to drive to the eastward, at the

rate of eight to ten miles daily. Every efibrt on uur

part was totally unavailing, for no human power could

have moved either of the ships a single inch ; they w(3re

thus completely taken out of our own hands, and in tlie

center of a field of ice more than fifty miles in circum-

ference, were carried along the southern shore of

Lancaster Sound.
" After passing its entrance, the ice drifted in a more

southerly direction , along the western shore of Baffiirs

Bay, until we were abreast of Pond's Bay, to the south-

ward of which we observed a great number of icebergs

stretching across our path, and presenting the fearful

prospect of our worst anticipations. But when least

expected by us, our release was almost miraculously

brought about. The great field of ice was rent into

innumerable fragments, as if by some unseen ])ower."

By energetic exertion, warping, and sailing, the ships

got clear of the pack, and reached an open space of

water on the 25th of September.
" It is impossible," says Captain Boss, in his con

eluding observations, "to convey any idea of the Ben

sation we experienced when we found ourselves oiici

more at liberty, while many a grateful heart poured

forth its praises and thanksgivings to A.ln.*ghty (hnl

f'lr this ui looked foj- dtdiveranco."
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"The advance uf winter liad now closed all the har-

bors against us ; and as it was impossible to penetrate

to the westward through the pack from which we had
just been liberated, I made the sijjnal to the Investi-

gator of my intention to return to England."
After a favorable passage, the ships arrived home

early in November, Captafn Sir J. C. Ross reporting

himself at the Admiralty on the 5th of November.
As this is the last arctic voyage of Sir James C. Ross,

it is a fitting place for some record of his arduous
services.

Captain Sir James Clarke Ross entered the navy in

1812, and served as volunteer of the first class, niid-

shipman and mate until 1817, with his uncle Com-
mander Ross. In 1818 he w^as appointed Admiralty
midshipman in the Isabella, on Commander Ross's first

voyage of discovery to tlie arctic seas. He was then

midshipman in the two following years v/ith Captain
Parry, in the llecla ; followed him again in the Fury
in his second voyage, and was promoted on the 26th

of December, 1822. In 1824 and 1825, he was lieu-

tenant in the Fui'y, under Captain Iloppner, on Parry's

third voyage. In 1827, he was appointed first lieuten-

ant of the Ilecla, under Parry, and accompanied him
in command of the second hoat in his attempt to reacli

tlie North Polo. On his return he received his promo-
tion to the rank of commander, the 8th of November,
1827. From 1829 to 1833, he was employed with his

uncle as second in command in the Victory on the pri-

vate expedition sent out by Mr. Felix Booth. Dui-mg
this period he planted, on the 1st of June, 1831, the

British flag on tlie North Magnetic Pole. For this, on
his return, ho was presented by the Herald's College
with an add tion to his family arms of an especial crest,

representing a flag-staft' erect on a rock, with the union
jack hoisted thereon, inscribed with the date, " 1 June,
1831." On le 23d of October, 1834, he was promoted
to the rank « f Captain, and in the following year em-
ployed in making magnetic observations, preparatory
to the gene'^l magnetic survey of England. In the

1 • *
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close of 1836, it having boon repreeented to the Ad
iniralty, from IIiill, tliat eleven wliule ships, having ou
board 600 men, V3re l-^ft in the ice in Davis' Strait,

and in imminent danger of perishing, nnless relief were
forwarded to them, the Lords Connnissioners resolved

upon sending out a ship to search for them. Captain
Ross, with that i)romptitude and humanity which has

always characterized him, volunteered to go out in the

depth of winter, and the Lieutenants, F. R. M. Crozier,

Inman, and Omiiuiney, with the three mates, Jesse,

JBuchan, and John Smith, and Mr. Hallett, clerk in

charge, joined him. They sailed from England on the

21st of j!)ecember, and on arriving in Davis' Strait, after

a stormy passage, found that nine of the missing ships

were by that time in England, that the tenth was re-

leased on her passage, and that the other was in all

probability lost, as some of her water-casks hud been

picked \ip at sea. From 1837 to 1838, Captain Ross
was emj)loyed in determining the variation of the com-

pass on all parts of the coast of Great Britain ; and
from 1839 to 1843, as Captain of the Erebus, in com-
mand of the antarctic expedition. In 1841, he was
presented with the founder's medal of the Royal Geo-

graphical Society of London, for his discoveries toward
the South Pole ; and he has also received the gold

medal of the Geographical Society of Paris. On the

13th of March, 1844, he received the honor of knight-

hood from the Queen, and in June of the same year

the University of Oxford bestowed on him their honor-

ary degree of D. C. L. In 1848, he went out, as we
have just seen, in the Enterprise, in Command of one

of the searching expeditions sent to seek for Franklin.

Voyage of H. M. S. " North Stab,"

The North Star, of 500 tons, was fitted out in the

spring of 1849, under the command of Mr. J. Saunders,

who had been acting master with Captain Back, in the

Terror, in her perilous voyage to the Frozen Strait, in

1836
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Th« following are the officers of the ships :

—

Master Cominandint'— J. Saunders.

Second Masters — John Way, M. Norman, II. B.

Gawler.
Acting Ice-niastors — J. Leach, and G. Sabestor.

Assistant Surgeon — James Kae, M. D.
Clerk in Charge— Jasper Kutter.

The North Star sailed from the river Thames, on the

2tjth of May, 1841), freighted with provisions for the

missing expedition, and with orders and supplies for

the Enterprise and Investigator.

The following is one of tne early dispatches from the

commander :

—

" To the Secretary of the Admiralty.
" H. M. S. North Star, July 19, 1849,

lat. 74° 3' N., long. 69° 40' W.

"'Sir,— I addressed a letter to their Lordships on the

18th ult., when in lat. 73° 30' N., and long. 56° 53' W.,
detailing the particulars of my proceedings up to that

(late, which letter was sent by a l)oat from the Lady
Jane, whaler, which vessel was wrecked, and those boats

<vere proceeding to the Danish settlements. Since then,

i regret to state, our progress has been almost entirely

itopped, owing to the ice being so placed across Mel-
ville Bay as to render it perfectly impassable.

" On the 6th inst., finding it impossible to make anv
progress, I deemed it advisable to run as far S. as 72°,

examining the pack as we wenc along. At 72° 22' the

pack appeared slacker, and we entered it, and, after

proceeding about twelve miles, tbnnd ourselves com-
plet(3ly stopped by large flov^s of ice. We accordingly

put back, and stecied again for the northward.
" Having this day reached the latitude of 74° 3' N.,

»nJ long. 69° 40 W., the ice appeared more open, and
5ve stood in toward the land, when we observed two
boats approaching, and which afterward, on coming
alongside, were found to belong to the Prince of Wales,
A^haler, which vessel was nipped by the ice on the 12t]i

ii^t., in Melville Bav.
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" By the captain of the Prince of Wales I forw&rd

this letter to tiieir Lordships, he intending to proceed

in his boats to the Danish settlements.
" I have the honor to be, &c.

" J. Saundhus, Master and Commander.
" P. S.— Crew all well on board."

On the 29th of Jnly, having reached the vicinity of

the Devil's Thumb and Melville Bay, in the northerly

part of Baffin's Bay, she was beset in an ice-field, with

wliich slie drifted helplessly about as tiie tide or wind
impelled her, until the 10th of August, when, a slight

o[)ening in the ice appearing, an effort was made tu

lieave tlu'ough intc clear water. This proved labor in

vjiin, and no further move was made until the 21bt of

Sei)tember, except as she drifted in the ice fioe in which
slie was fixed. On the day last named she was driving

l)efure a hard gale from the S. S. W., directly down upon
an enormous iceberg in Melville Sound, upon which it

slie had struck in the then prevailing weatlier, her total

destruction would have been inevitable. Providen-

tially a corner of the ice-field in which she was being

carried uriously along came into violent collision with

the berg, a large section was carried away, and she

escaped. On the 29th of September, 1849, having been

sixty-two days in the ice, she took up her winter quar-

ters in North Star Bay, so called after herself, a small

bay in Wolstenholme Sound, lying in 76° 33' north lat-

itude, and C)S° .50' west longitude ; the farthest point to

the noi-th at which a British ship over wintered. Tht3

bhip was fixed about half a mile from the shore, and

made snug for the winter, sails were unbent, the masts

struck, and the ship housed over and made as warm
and comfortable as circumstances would permit. The
ice soon after took across the Sound, so that the crew

could have walked on shore. The cold was intense

;

but two or three stores warmed the ship, and the crews

ware cheered up and encouraged with all sorts of o^ames

and ainusements, occasionally visiting the shore tor the

{Mirpoae of skylarking. There was, unfortunately, but

ittle game to shoot. Former accounts gave this pb ^
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a liigli character for deer and other annuals ; but the

crew of the North Star never saw a single head of deer,

and other animals were scarce ; about fifty hares were
Ivilled. Foxes were numerous, and a number shot, but
none taken alive. A few Esquimaux families occasion-

ally visited the ship, and one poor man was brouglit on
board with his feet ko frozen that they dropped. He
was placed under the care of the assistant-surgeon, Dr.

Kae, who paid him much attention, and his legs were
fiearly cured ; but he died from a pulmonary disoider

after having been on board some six weeks. The North
Star was not able to leave this retreat until the Ist of

August, 1850, and got into clear water on the third of

that month. On the 21st of August, she spoke tli(

Lady Franklin, Captain Penny, and her consort tl

Sophia, and the following day the Felix, Sir John Ross
in Lancaster Sound. Captain Pennv reported that h

had letl Captain Austin all well on the 17th of August.
On the 23d of August, the North Star began landing
the provisions she had carried out in Navy Board In

let ; 73° W N. latitude, 80° 56' W. longitude. Sh<

remained five days there, and was occupied four and u

half in landing the stores, which were deposited in a

ravine a short distance from the beach of Supply Bay,
the bight in Navy Board Inlet, which the commander
of the North Star so named. The position of the stores

was indicated by a flag-staff, with a black ball, and a

letter placed beneath a cairn of stones. They had pre-

viously tried to deposit the stores at Port Bowen, and
Port Neale, but were prevented approaching them by
the ice. On the 30th of August, the North Star saw
and spoke the schooner Prince Albert, Commander
Forsyth, in Possession Bay. On the 31st, a boat was
sent to the Prince Albert, when Commander Forsyth
came on board and reported tliat he had also been to

Port Neale, but had not been able to enter for the ice,

and had found one of the American ships sent out to

search for Sir John Franklin ashore in Barrow's Strait,

that he had tendered assistance, which had been di'

'lined ])y the American commander, as, his ship bein^-

til

(i

I
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uninjured, lio believed his own crew coinpotoiik to cjot

lier off'. Commander Forsyth reported that Captain

Austin liad proceeded to rondV Bay in the Intrepid,

tender to the Assistance, to hind letters. The Korth
Star went on to Pond's Bay, but could not find any in

dication of Captain Austin's having heen there. It is

conjectured that lie luid passed the ap|)ointed s]H)t in a

tog. The North Star's people suffered much from the

intense cold, but only lost five hands during her ])eril-

ous trip and arctic winter quarters. She left there on

September 9tii, and reached Spithead on the 28th of

September, 1850. Since his return Mr. Saunders has

been appointed Master Attendant of the Dock-yard at

Malta. The Admiralty have received disjiatches from

Captain Sir J. Ross, Captain Penny, and Captain Om-
maney. Captain Oinmaney, in the Assistance, dating

from off Lancastei- Sound, latitude 75" 46' N., longi-

tude 7$° 49' W., states that some Esquimaux had de-

scribed to him a ship being hauled in during the last

winter, and, on going to the spot, he found, from some
j^apers left, that it was the North Star. lie was pro-

ceeding to search in Lancaster Sound. Captain Penny,

of the Lady Franklin, writing from Lancaster Sound,

August 21, states, that having heard on the 18th from

Captain Austin of a report from the Esquimaux, that

Sir Jolin Franklin's ships had been lost forty mil"s

north, Jind the crews murdered, he went with an inter-

preter, but could find no evidence for the rumor, and

came to the conclusion that the whole story had been

founded on the North Star's wintering there. He con-

sidered that his interpreter, M. Petersen, had done much
good by exposing the fallacy of the story of Sir J
Hoss's Esquimaux.

IIbr Majesty's Ships "Enterprise" and "Investioa
tor" under Caitain Collinson.

The Enterprise and Investigator were fitted out agair

immediately on their return home, and placed undoi

^lic charge of Captain V>. Colliihson, C. B., with tlic ful

M
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lowing ollicei>t uttaclied, to proceed to Behring'a Strait,

to rosuine the search in that direction :— '

Enterprise^ 840 tons.

Captain— K. Oollinbon.

Lieutenants— G. A. Phayre,* J. J. JJaruard,* and
C. T. Jugo.

Master— R. T. G. Legg.

Second Muster— Francis Skead.
Mate— M. T. Turks.

Kubert Anderson.*
Edwurd Adams.*

Clerk in Churi^e— Edwurd Whitehead.*
Total cuniplenient, QQ,

Surgeon
Assistant-Surgeon

Investigator.

Commander— R. J. M'Clure.*
Lieutenants— W. II. Iluswell and S. G. Cresswell.^

Mates— IL IL Sauitsbury and R. J. Wyniutt.
Second Master— Ste])lien Court.*

Surgeon— Alexander Armstrong, M. D.
ABsistant-Surgeon— Ky. Piers.

Ckrk in Charge— Josej'U C. Paine.

Total corn] lenient, QQ.

Those officers marked with o star had been with the

fillips in their last voyage.
These vessels sailed from Plymouth on tlie 20th of

January, 1850. A Mr. Mici-tsching, a Moravian mis-

sionary, was appointed to the Enterprise, as interpreter.

This gentleman is in the prime of life, of robust health,

iinned, by a service of live years in Labrador, to the

iiardships and privations of the arctic regions, and siiffi-

eientlv acquainted with the language and manners of

the Esquimaux to be able to hold friendly and unre-

served mtercourse with them.
The Investigator and the Enterprise were at the

Sandwich Islands on June 29th. Captain Collinson

purposed sailing in a fev/ days, and expected to reach

the ice about the 8th of Julv. Prior 'o his arrival,

! \
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ciiinero'is wluilers had started for the Strait, one in par
ticular, under tlie command of a Captain Keys, with

the expressed intention of endeavormg to earn the

Franklin reward.

Tliese vessels are intended to penetrate, if possible, to

die westeni extremity of Melville Island, tliere to winter,

t'-^d make further .search, in the spring of 1851, for the

crews of the lost shipH.

In a I'jtter frc/Ui Captain Collin&on to Comoiander Mc
Clure, dated Oahu, June 29th 1850, with a sight of

which I have been favored at the Admiralty, he thus

describes his intentions—"I intend making the pack

close to the American shore, and availing myself of the

first favorable opening west of the coast stream
;
pressing

forward tovvard Melville Island. In the event of meet-

ing land, it is most probable that I would pursue the

southern shore."

The latest letter received from Commander McClure
IS dated Kotzebue Sound, July 27th, 1850, and the

following is an extract :

—

" You will be glad to learn that to this we have been

highly tavored, carrying a fair wind from Whoa, which

place we left on. the 4th. We passed the Aleutian

Islands on the 20th, in 172° 30' W., and got fairly

tlirough the Straits to-day, and we consider we are upon
our ground ; the only detriment has been very dense

fogs, which have rendered the navigation of the islands

exceedingly nervous work ; but as the object to be

achieved is of so important a nature, all hazards must

i)e run to carry out the intantions of those at home,

which have very fortunately terminated without acci-

dent. We are now making the most of our wind, and

we hope to meet an iimerican whaler, of which I be-

lieve there are a great number fishing this season, and

Lo whom we must intrust our last dispatches. Sincerely

do I trust that, ere we return, some tidings of poor Sii

John and his noble companions may reward our search

;

which will render the long-sought for passage, should

it be our fortune to make it, one of the most memorable
in the annals of our times, and relieve many an anxioas

breaftt
'*
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Dispatches have been received at the Admiraltvfi'oiTR

Captain Ivallet, C. B., of her Majesty's yhip llerald

dated at sea, the 14th of October, 1850, on his return

from Beliring's Strait. The Herald had communicated
with lier Majesty's ship Plover, on tlie 10th of July, at

Chamisso Island, where the Plover had passed the pre-

t-ediiig winter. The two ships proceeded to the nc>rth

ward until they e-i»hted the pack-ice, wlien the llerahl

returned to Cape Lisburne, in quest of Captain Collin-

son's expedition, and on the 31st fell in with her Maj-
esty's ship Investigator, which had made a surprisingly

short passage of twenty-six days from tlie Sandwich
Islands, The Herald remained cruising off Cape Lis-

burne, and again fell in with the Plover on the 13th of

iVugust, on her return from Point Barrow, Comjnandei
Moore having coasted in 1ms boats, and minutely exam-
ined the several inlets as far as that point from Icy Capo
without gaining any intelligence of the missing expedi-

tion. Commander Moore and his boat's crew had suf-

fered severely from exposure to cold. Captain Kellet,

having fully victualed tlie Plover, ordered her to winter

in Gruntley Harbor (her former anchorage at Chamisso
Island not being considered safe,) and t! on returned to

the southward on his wav to Englanc^

Dispatches have also been received from Captain Col

linson, C. B., of her Majesty's ship Enterprise, and
Commander M'Clure, of her Miijesty's ship Investigator

of which the following are copies :

—

" Her Majedifs Ship ' Enterprise^
'"-Port Clarence, Sept. 13,1850.

"Sii'j— I have the honor tc transmit an account of

the proceedings of her Majesty's ship under my com
laand since leaving Oahu on ine 30th of June.

"Being delayed by light wi.ids, we only reached the

w(!stern end of the Aleutian Caain by the 29th of July,
t!id made the Island of St. Lawrence on the llth ot

August, from whence I 8haj>t,/ a course for Cjqie T.is-

t'Ui'uo. in anticipatinii of fullii-.g in with Iho Herald or

1
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tlie Plover. Not, however, seeing either of these veS'

Bels, and finding nothing deposited on shore, I went on
to Wuinwright Inlet, the h.st rendezvous appointed.

Here we communicated on the 15th, and being alike

unsuccessful in obtaining any information, I stood to

the north, made the ice following morning, and reached
the latitude 72° 40' IS", in the meridian of 151)° 80' W.,
without serious obstruction. Here, however, the puck
became so close that it was impossible to make way in

any direction except to the southward. Having extri-

cated ourselves by noon on the 19th, we continued to

coast along the edge of the main body, which took a

southeasterly trend, running through the loose streaii s,

so as not to lose sight of tight pack. At 4 a. m. on tiie

20th we were in the meridian of Point Barrow, and

twenty-eight miles to the north of it, when we found

open water to the N. E., in which we sailed, without

losing siirht of the ice to the north until the morniiiir

of the 2l8t, when we were obstructed by a heavy bar-

rier trending to the southwest. A thick fog coming on,

we made a board to the north, in order to feel the pack
edge in the npper ])art of the bight, and not to leave

any part unex[ ^ored. Having satisfied myself that do

opening existed ..i this direction, we bore away to the

south, running through heavy floes closely packed, and

pushing to the eastward when an opportunity offered.

In this, however, we were unsuccessful, being com-

pelled to pursue a westerly course, the floes being verj

heavy and hummockv. By S p. m. we were within

thirty miles of the land, and having clear weather.

could see the ice closely packed to the south that lel'i

no doubt in my mind that a stop was put to our pio-

ceeding in this direction, by the ice butting so close on

the shoal coast as to leave no chance that our progress

along it would justify the attempt to reach Cape Bath-

urst, a distance of 570 miles, during the remaining
portion of this season; and finding this opinion was

coincided in by those officers on board qualified to

form an opinion on the subject, I determii:ed to lose

no time in communicating; witli Point Barrow, but to
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attempt the passage further north, in hopes that the
lane of water seen last year by the Herald and Plover
would afford me an opening to the eastward. I there-

fore reluctantly proceeded again to the west, and turn-

ing the pack edge fifteen miles further to the south
than it was on the day after we left Wainwright Inlet,

we followed the edg*^, of a ioose ])ack greatly broken
up, until we reached 163° W. long,, when it took a

sudden turn to the north, in which direction we fol-

lowed it until the morning of the 27th, when we were
in latitude 73° 20', and found the pack to the westward
trending southerly. I therefore plied to the eastward,

endeavoring to make way, but such was its close con-

dition that we could not work, although we might have
warped through, had the condition of the ice in that

direction afforded us any hope ; but this, I am Porry to

say, was not the case, and, on the contrary, the further

we entered, the larger the floes became, leaving us, in

thick weather, otten in great difficulty where to find a

lane. On the 29th the thermome'ier having fallen to

28°, and there being no i)rospect of our be^'ng able to

accomplish any thing toward the fulfillment of their

Lordsliips' instructions this season, I bore away for

Point Hope, where I airived on the 31 st, and found a

bottle deposited by the Herald, which informed me
that it was intended to place the Plover in Grantley
Harbor this season. I accordingly proceeded thither,

with the view of taking her place for the winter, and
enabling Commander Moore to recruit his ship's com-
pany by going to the southward. On my arrival 1

found her inside, preparing her winter quarters, and
having examined and buoyed the bar, I attempted to

tak-e this vessel inside, but failed in doing so, owing
to the change of wind from south to north having re-

duced the depth of water four feet, and had to rel'eve

the ship of 100 tons, which was quickly done by the

opportune arrival of the Herald, before she was re-

leased from a very critical position. The tides being

irregular, the rise" and fall depending principally on
the wind, and that wind wliich occasions the higheat

19 M
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water producing a swell on the bar, it became a ques*

tion whether a considerable portion of the ensuing
season misht not be lost in getting the ship out of

Grantley Harbor ; and on consulting Captains Kellot

and Moore, finding it to be their opinion, founded ou
the experience of two years, that the whalers coming
from the south pass through the Strait early in June,

whereas the harbors are blocked until the middle of

July, I have come to the conclusion that I shall better

perform the important duty confided in me by return-

ing to the south, and replenishing my provisions, in-

stead of wintering on the Asiatic Shoi'e, where there

is not a prospect of our being of the slightest use to

the missing expedition. It is therefore my intention

to proceed to Hong Kong, it being nearer than Valpa-

raiso, and the cold season having set in, my stores and
provisions will not be exposed to the heat of a double

passage through the tropics ; and as I shall not leave

until the 1st of April, I may receive any further in-

structions their Lordships may please to communicate.
"The Plover has been stored and provisioned, and

such of her crew as are not in a fit state to contend
with the rigor of a further stay in these latitudes have

been removed, and replaced by Captain Kellet, and the

])aragraphs referring to her in uiy instructions fulfilled

"i have directed Commander Moore to communi-
cate annually with an Island in St. Lawrence Bay, in

latitude 65° 38' N., and longitude 170^ 43' W., which
is much resorted to by the whalers, and where any
communication their Lordships may be pleased to send

may be dejposited by them, as they are not in the

habit of cruising on this side of the Strait ; and I have
re-.-j^uested Captain Kellet to forward to the Admiralty
all the information on this iiead he may obtain at the

Sandwich Islands.

''It is my intention to rroceed again to the nortli,

and remain in the most eligible position for afl^i)rding

assistance to the Investigator, which vessel, having

been favored with a surprising |)assage from the Sand-

vwc'i i-hiiids, was fallen in H'lth 1>n- (ho ironilJ uu Iho
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Slst of July, off Point Hope, and again on the 5th of
August, by the Plover, in latitude 70° 44' N., and lon-

gitude 159° 52'W., when she was standing to the north
under a press of sail, and in all probability reached
the vicinity of Point Barrow, fifteen days previous to

tlie Enterprise, when Captain M'Clure, having the
whole season before him, and animated with the de
termination so vividly expressed in his letter to Cap
tain Kellett, has most likely taken the inshore route,

and I hope before this period reached Cape Bathurst;
l)nt as he will be exposed to the imminent risk of being
forced on a shoal snore and compelled to take to his

boats, I shall not forsake the coast to the northward
of Point Hope until the season is so far advanced as

to insure their having taken up their winter quarters

for this season.

"I have received from my officers and ship's com-
pany that assistance and alacrity in the performance
of their duty, which the noble cause in which we are

engaged must excite, and I have the satisfaction to re-

port that (under the blessing of God) owing to the

means their Lordships have supplied in extra clothing

and provisions, we are at present without a man on
the sick list, notwithstanding the lengthened period of
our voyage.

"I have, &c.,

EioHASD CoLLiNflON, Oaptftiii.

"The Secretary of the Admiralty."

*5«r Majesty''8 Discovery-ship ^Investigator^ at sea^

latitude 51° 26' iT., longitude 172° 36' TT., July 20.

Sir,— As I have received instructions from Captain
Collinson, C. B., clear and unembarrassing, (a copy of

which I inclose,) to proceed to Cape Lisburne in the

hope of meeting him in that vicinity, as he anticipates

being detained a day or two by the Plover in Kotzebue
Sound, it is unnecessary to add that every exertion shall

be made to reach that rendezvous, but can scarce ven
ture to hope that even under very favorable circum
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8tanct3& 1 shall be so fortunate as to accomplisn it ere

the Enterprise will have rounded that cape, from her

superior sailinff, she hitherto having beaten us by eiglit

days to Cape virgins, and from Magellan Strait to Oahu
six. It is, therefore, under the probable case that this

vessel may form a detached part of the expedition that

I feel it my duty to state, for the information of the

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the course

which, under such a contingency, I shall endeavor to

pursue, and have to request that you will lay the same
before their Lordsliips.

" 1. After passing Cape Lisburne, it is my intention

to keep in the open water, which, from the di£ferent

reports that I have read, appears about this season of

the year to make between the American coast and the

main pack as far to the northward as the 130th meridian,

unless a favorable opening should earlier appear in the

ice, which would lead me to infer that I naight push

more directly for Banks' Land, which I think is of the

utmost importance to thoroughly examine. In the event

of thus far succeeding, and the season continuing favor-

able for further operations, it would be my anxious

desire to get to the northward of Melville Island, and

resume our search along its shores and the islands adja-

cent as long as the navigation can be carried on, and
then secure for the winter in the most eligible position

which offers.

" 2. In the ensuing spring, as soon as it is practicable

for traveling parties to start, I should dispatch as many
as the state of the crew will admit of in different direc-

tions, each being provided with forty days' provisions,

with directions to examine minutely all bays, inlets and

islands toward the northeast, ascending occasionally

some of the highest points of land, so as to be enabled

to obtain extended views, being particularly cautious in

their advance to observe any indication of a break up in

the ice, so that their return to the ship may be effected

without hazard, even before the expendituire of theii

provisions would otherwise render it necessary.
" 3. Supposing the parties to have returned without

fi
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obtaining any clue of the absent ships, and the vessel

liberated about the 1st of August, my object would then

be to push on toward Wellington Inlet, assuming that

that cliannel communicates with the Polar Sea, and
search both its shores, unless in doing so some indication

sliould be met with to show that parties from any of

Captain Austin's vessels had previously done so, when
I should return, and endeavor to penetrate in the direc-

tion of Jones' Sound, carefully examining every place
that was practicable. Should our etforts to reach this

point be successful, and in the route no traces are dis-

cernible of the long missing expedition, I should not

then be enabled longer to divest myself of the feelings,

painful as it must be to arrive at such a conclusion, that

all human aid would then be perfectly unavailing ; and
therefore, under such a conviction, I would think it my
duty, if possible, to return to England, or at all events
endeavor to reach some port that would insure that ob-

ject upon the following year.
" 4. In the event ol this being our last communica-

tion, I would request you to assure their lordships that

no apprehensions whatever need be entertained of our

safety until the autumn of 1854, as we have on board
three years of all species of provisions, commencing
from the 1st of September proximo, which, without
much deprivation, may be maue tc extend over a period

of four years ; moreover, whatever is killed by the hunt-

ing parties, I intend to issue in lieu of the usual rations,

which will still further protract our resources.
" It gives me great pleasure to say that the good

effects of the fruit and vegetables, (a large quantity of

whicli we took on board at Oahu,) are very perceptible

in the increased vigor of the men, who at this moment
are in as excellent condition as it is possible to desire,

and evince a spirit of confidence and a cheerfulness of

disposition which are beyond all appreciation.
" 5. Should difficulties apparently insurmountable en-

compass our progress, so as to render it a matter of
doubt whether the vessel could be extricated, I should
deem it expedient in that case not to hazard the lives
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of tliose intrusted to my cliarge atler the winter of 1852,

nut in the ensuing spring quit the vessel with sledges

and boats, and make the best of our way either to

Pond's Bay, I^eopold Harbor, the Mackenzie, or for

whalers, accordin*' to circumstanceo.

"Finally. In this letter I have endeavored to give an

outline of what I wish to accomplish, (and what, under

moderately favorable seasons, appears to me attainable,)

the carrying out of which, however, not resting upon
human exertions, it is impossible even to surmise if any,

or what, portion may be successful. But my object in

addressing you is to place their Lordships in possession

of my intentions up to the latest period, so far as possi-

ble, to relieve their minds from any unnecessary anxiety

as to our fate ; and having done this, a duty which ia

incumbent from the deep sympathy expressed by their

Lordsliips, and participated in by all classes of our

countiymen, in the interesting object of this expedition,

I have only to add, that with the ample resources which

a beneficent government and a generous country have

placed at our disposal, (not any thing that can add to

onr comfort being wanting,) we enter upon this distiii-

gnishefl service with a firm determination to carry out,

as far as in our feeble strength we are permitted, their

benevolent intentions.

" I have, &c.,

"Robert M'Clure, Commander."

m .

**J5r<w Mmesty'a ship ''Enterprise^

'^Oahu^ June 29, 1860.

" Memobandum.—As soon as Her Majesty's ship under
your command is fully complete with provisions, fuel,

and water, you Mill make the best of your way to Capo
Lisburne, keeping a good look-out for the Herald, or

casks, and firing gnns in foggy weather, after passing

Lawrence Bay. The whalers also may afford you infor-

mation of our progress.
" Should you obtain no intelligence, you will under-

etand that I intend to make the pack close to the Ameri
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can shore, and pursue the tirst favorable opening west

ut* tlie Coast strjani, pressing forward toward J^eivilJM

Idand. In the event of meeting land, it is most probf

l)lo that I would ])ur8ue the soutnern shore, hut conspic

uoiis marks will he erected, if practicable, and infornu

tion buried at a ten-foot radius.
•' As it is necessary to be prepared for the contin

i^ency of your not being able to follow by the ice clos

in<^ in, or the severity of the weather, you will in that

case keep the Investigator s close to the edge of the

pack as is consistent with her safety, and remain thei'o

until the season compels you to depart, when you will

look into Kotzebue Sound for the Plover, or informa-

tion regarding her position ; and having deposited un-

der her charge a twelve month's provisions, you will

proceed to Valparaiso, replenish, and return to the

Strait, bearing in mind that the months of June and
July are the most favorable.

" A letter from the hydrographer relative to the valu-

ation oi' the compass is annexed ; and you will bear in

mind that the value of these observations will he greatly

enhanced by obtaining the variation with the ship's

head at every second or fourth point round the com-
pass occasionally, and she should be swung for devia-

tion in harbor as often as opportunity may offer.

" Should you not find the Plover, or that any casualty

has happened to render her inefficient as a depot, you
will take her ph'ce ; and if, (as Captain Kellett sup-

poses,) Kotzebue Sound has proved too exposed for a

winter harbor, you will jjrocead to Grantley Harbor,
h'uving a notice to that effect on Chamisso Island.

The attention of your officers is to be called, and you
will read to your ship's company, the remarks of Sir

•T. Richardson concerning the communication with the

Esquimaux, contained in the arctic report received at

Plymouth.
" Your operations in the season 1851, cannot be

j?uided by me, nor is there any occasion to urge you to

proceed to the northeast
;
yet it will be highly desir-

!i!>'e., previous to entering the pack, that yon completed

r



3U6 rUOGKKSa OF ARC 110 IHciLCFVliKT.

0:'V

m\

provisions from whalers, and obtained as much reindeer

meat as possible. Captain Kellett's narrative will point

uuL where the latter is to bo had in most abundance,

and where coal can be picked up on the beach ; but

husband the latter article during the winter, by usin<^

all the drift-wood in your power.

"In the event of leaving the Strait this season, \(n\

will take any weak or sickly men out of the Plover,

and replace them from your crews, affording Cciii-

niandcr Moore all the assistance in your power, niid

leaving with him Mr. Miertsching, the interpreter ; in-

structions with regard to whose accommodations jon

have received, and will convey to the captain of tho

Plover. "Richard Collinson.

" To Commander WOlure^ of her

Majjestifs ship * Investigator.''

" Should it be the opinion of Commander Moore that

the services of tho Investigator's ship's company in ex-

ploring parties during the spring would be attended

with material benefit to the object of the expedition,

he will, notwithstanding these orders, detain you tor

that purpose ; but care must be taken that your effi-

ciency as a sailing vessel is not crippled by the parties

not returning in time for the opening of the sea.

" R. C."

" Her Majest-y^s discovery ship * Investigator^ July

28, 1850. Kotzehie Sound, latitude Q&^ 54' i\t

longitude \m° W,
" Sir,— I have the honor to acquaint you, for tho in-

formation of the Lords Commissioners of the Admi-

ralty, that to this date we have had a most excell*. iit

run. Upon getting clear of Oahu, on the morninfr of

the 5th, we Bliaped a course direct for the Aleutian

group, passing them in 172° 40' W., upon the eveiiini;

of the 20th ; continued our course with a fine sontli-

easterly breeze, but extremely tliick and foggy weather.

(which retarded the best of our way being made.) <h't

fairly out of Behring's Sti-ait upon the evening of t!t«
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27th, and are now in a fair way of realizing their Lord-

ships' expev^tations of reaching tlie ice by the begiu-

iiiiig of A.u/ii8t, our progress being advanced by the

tavorabh; ciraimstances of a fine southerly wind and
toleral)ly clear weather. The latter we have known
nothing of since the 19th, which, I can assure you, rcjn-

deic'd the navigation among the islands a subject of

much and deep anxiety, seldom having a horizon above
480 yards, that just enabled the dark outline of the land

to be observed and avoided.
" It is with much satisfaction that I report the good

qualities of this vessel, having well tried her in the

heavy galea experienced during live weeks ofl' Ca})e

Horn, and in moderate weather among the intricate

navigation of these islands, where so much depended
upon her quick obedience to the helm, although laden

with every species of stores and provisions for upward
of tiiree years. From these circumstances I am, there-

fore, fully satisfied she is as thorougldy adapted for this

service as could be reasonably wislied.
" I have not seen any thii^ of the Enterprise, nor is

it my intention to lose a moment by waiting off Cape
Lisburne, but shall use my best endeavors to carry out

tlie intentions contained in my letter of the 20th, of

vvliich I earnestly trust their Lordships will approve.
" I am happy to be able to state that the whole crew

are in excellent health and spiri'ts, and every thing as

satisfactory as it is possible to desire.

" I have, &c.,
" KoBER r M'Clure, Commander.

" The S^^eta/ry of the Admiralty.'*'^

7"oTAGE OP H. M. S. " Plover," aitd Boa* ExPEDinoNa
TTNixER Commander Pfllen, 1848- 51.

In the copy of the instructions issued from the Ad-
miralty to Lieutenant, (now Commander,) Moore, of

the Plover, dated 3d of January, 1848, he was directed

fo male the best of his way to Petropnulowski, touch-
ing at Panama, where she ^^as to be ini^ied l>v IT. M.

!

'

' i
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S. Ilcnild, and afterward both veHBcls wore to proceed

to Behring's Strait, where thoy wero expected to arrivA

about the Ist of July, an<l then push ahnig the Ameri-

can coast, as far as posHibh;, consistent with the cer

tainty of preventing tlie ships being beset by the ic<*

The rlover was then to be secured for the winter in

some safe and convenient port from whence boat pur-

ties might be dispatched, and tlio Herakl was to returii

•ind transmit, via Pananui, any intelligence necessary

to England. Great eaution was ordered to i)e observed

in communicating with the natives in the neighborhood

of Kotzebue Sound, should that quarter be visited, as

the people in that part of the f^ountry differ in charac-

ter from the ordinary Esquinuiux, in being compani
tively a tierce, agile, and suspicious race, well arnud
with knives, &c., for oftcnse, and prone to attack.

They were also ordered to take interpreters or guides

from a small factory of the Runsian-American Company
in Norton Sound.
The Plover was safely ensconced for the winter of

1849-50 in Kotzebue Sound, after the termination of a

hard season's work. She had, conjointly with the Her-

ald, discovered to the north of t^chring's Strait, two

islands, and several apparently disconnected patches

of very elevated ground. Lieut. Pullen had previously

quitted her off Wainwright Inlet, with four boats, tor

the purpose of prosecuting his adventurous voyage
along the coast to the month of the Mackenzie River,

whei'e he an-ived safely on the 26th of August, after a

perilous navigation of thirty-two days, but had obtained

no clue or intelligence regarding the prime object of his

expedition. At a later date he encountered at Fort

Simpson, higher up the river, Dr. Rae, and gathered

from tha*". gentleman that the party led by hmi doMii

the Coppermine, with the vic-w of crossing over to Vic
toria or WoUastou Land, had, owing to the unusual

diiiiculties created by the more than customary rigor of

the season, met with entire failure ; the farthest point

attained being Cape Krusenstern.

Lieut. Pullei> is occupied drring the present year in
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a jouru^y from the mouth of the Mackenzie eastwivrd^

along the arctic coast, as tar aH Cape Bathurnt, and this

heing successfully accompHshtMl, he puruoyes attempt-

Banke' Land, tiki

is furnished with two boats, both open.
ing to cross the intervening space to Banke' Land.

Lieut. W. n. Hooper, one of the party, in a recent

letter to his father in London, writing frt)m (jreat Slave

Lake, under date .lune 27, 1850, gives some further <ie-

tails of their proceedings. Having had considerable

trouble and a slight skirmish with some parties of Es-

quimaux, thev were obliged to be continually on tiie

watch. At the end of August, the party entered the

Mackenzie River, and in a few days reached one of the

Hudson's Bay Company's posts on the Peel Iliver, a
branch of the Mac-kenzie, where Commander rullen

left Lieut. Hooper and half the party to winter, while

lie proceeded farther up the river to a more important
post at Fort Simpson. After remaining at Peel's River
station about a fortnight, Mr. Hooper found that his

party could not be maintained throughout the winter

there, and in consequence determined on following

Capt. Pullen, but was only able to reach Fort Norman,
one of his party being frost-bitten on the journey.

They thence made their way across to Great Bear Lake,

where they passed the winter, subsisting on fish and
water. Dr. Kae arrived there as soon as the ice broke
np, and the party proceeded with him to Fort Simpson.
On the 20tb of June, Commander PulleTi and all his

party left with the company's servants, and the stock of

furs, on their way to the sea, to embark for England,
when they were met, on the 25th, by a canoe witli Ad-
miralty dispatches, which caused them to retrace their

steps ; and they are now on their route by the Great
Slave Lake to Fort Simpson, and down the Mackenzie
once more, to the Polar Sea, in search of Sir John
Franklin.

" However gri-^ving," Lieut. Hooper adds, " it is to

be disappointed of returning home, yet I am neverthe^

less delighted to go again, and think that we do not

hopelessly undertake another search, since our intended
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direction is considered the most probable channel io\

finding the missing ships or crews. We ^o down the

Mackenzie, along the coast eastward to Point Bathurst,

and thence strike across to Wollaston or Banks' Land.

Tlie season will, of course, much influence our proceed-

ings ; but we shall probably return up the hitherto

unexplored river which runs into the Arctic Ocean
fiom Liverpool Bay, between the Coppermine and

Mackenzie."
The latest official dispatch from Commander Pulleu

is dated Great Slave Lake, June 28th. lie had been

stopped by the ice, and intended returning to Fort

Simpson on the 29th. One of his boats was so battered

about as to be perfectly useless ; he intended patching

up the other, and was also to receive a new boat he-

longing to the Hudson's Bay Company, from Foil

Simpson. He had dismissed two of his party, as they

were both suffering from bad health, but proposed en-

gaging, at Fort Good Hope, two Hare Indians as hunt-

ers and guides, one of whom had accompanied Messrs,

Dease and Simp, ion on their trips of discovery in 1838

and 1839. This vrould augment the party to seventeen

persons in all.

" My present intentions^" he says, " are to proceed

down the Mackenzie,, along the coast, to Cape Bathurst,

and ti en strike across for Banks' Land ; my operations

must then, of course be guided by circumstances, but I

shall strenuously endeavor to search along all coasts in

that ^^.irection as far and as late as I can with safety

venture ; returning, if possible, by the Mackenzie, or

by the Beghoola, which the Indians speak of as being

navigable, as its head waters are, (according to Sir Jobn
Richardson,) only a nine-days' passage from Fort Good
Hope ; to meet which, or a similar contingency, I take

snow shoes and sledges, &c.
" In conclusion, I l3eg to assure their Lordahips ./f

my earnest determination to carry out their views to

the utmost of my ability- being confident, from the

eagerness of the party, that no pains will be spared, no

nccessarv labor nv/^'/io/i .^^^^^ |)y God's blessing, wo
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being

'. take

hope to be successful in discovering some tidings of our

gallant countrymen, or even in restoring them to their

native land and anxious relatives."

Mr. Chief Factor Rae was about to follow Corn-

tnander PuUen and his party from Portage La Loche.

Dr. Richardson observes that " Commander Pnllen

will require to be fully victualed for at leaat 120 days
from the 20th of July, when he may be expected to

commence his sea voyage ; which, for sixteen men, will

require forty-five bags of pemmican of 90 lbs. each.

This is exclusive of a further supply which he ought to

take for the relief of any of Franklin's people he nuiy

have the good fortune to find. After he leaves the

niaiii-land at Cape Bathurst, he would have no chance

of killing deer till he makes Banks' Land, or some in-

tervening island ; and he must provide for the chance

of being caught on the fioe ice, and having to make his

way across by the very tedious portages, as fully de-

scribed by Sir W. E. Parry in the narative of his most
adventurous boat voyage north of Spitzbergen.

" Mr. Rae can give Commander PuUen the fullest

information respecting the depots of pemmican made
on the coast.

" With respect to Commander Pullen's return from

sea, his safest plan will be to make for the Mackenzie

;

but should circumstances place that out of his power,

the only other course that seems to me to be practicable

is for him to ascend a large river which falls into the

bottom of Li verpool Bay, to the westward of Cape Ba-
thurst. This river, which is named the Begloola Dessy
bv the Indians, runs parallel to the Mackenzie, and in

the latitude of Fort Good Hope, {66° 30' JST.,) is not

^bove five or six days' journey from that post. II arc

Indians, belonging to IB^ort Good Hope, might be en
gaged to hunt on the banks of the river till the arrival

of the party. The navigation of the river is unknown
;

but even should Commander Pullen be compelled to

quit hie boats, his Indian hunters, (of which he should
at least engage two for his sea voyage,) will suj^poi-t

mikI criiidc his party. Wood and animals are most ce/-

Iniiilv t(>ii!Kl on flie K'iTik« of rivo,rs.

t :

'

^C'^ lb'
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" It is not likely that under any circnmstances Com-
mander Pollen should debire to reach the Mackenzie
by way of the Coppermine River, and this could l)c

effected o^iy by a boat being placed at Dease River,

for the transport of the party over Great Bear Lake.

This would require to be arranged previously with

Mr. Rae ; and Commander Pullen should not be

hiter in arriving at Fort Confidence than the end of

September."

i j

f
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VOTAGB OP THE " LaDT FrANKLIN " AND " SoPHIA,"

Govbbnmp:nt Vessels, under the command of Mr.
Penny, 1850-51.

A vessel of 230 tons, named the Lady Franklin, lit

ted out at Aberdeen, with a new brig as a tender, buill

at Dundee, and named the Sophia, in honc-r of Misf

S. Cracroft, the beloved and attached niece of Lad^;

Franklin, and one of the most anxious watchers foi

tidings of the long missing adventurers, were purchased

by the government last year.

The cnarge of this expedition was intrusted to Cap-

tain Penny, formerly commanding the Advice whaler,

and who has had much experience in the icy seas, hav-

ing been engaged twenty-eight years, since the age of

twelve, in the whaling trade, and in command of ves-

sels for fourteen years ; Mr. Stewart was placed in

charge of the Sophia.

The crew of the Lady Franklin number twenty-fiva,

and that of the Sophia, twenty, all picked men.
These ships sailed on the 12th of April, 1850, pro-

visioned and stored for three years. Tiiey were pro-

vided with a printing press, and every appliance to

relieve the tedium of a long sojourn in the icy regions.

In the instructions issued by the Admiralty, it is

stated that in accepting Captain Parry's offer of service,

regard has been had to his long experience in arctic

navigation, and to the great attention he has paid to

the subject of the miRping ships.

He was left in a greit nie;).sure to tlie exercise of h\f
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,)wn judgment and discretion, in combining the nost

active and energetic search after the Erebus and Turror,

with a strict and careful regard to the safety of the

ships and their crews under his charge. He was di-

rected to examine Jones' Sound at the head of Baffin's

Bsij, and if possible, penetrate tlirough to the Parry
Islands ; failing in this, he was to try Wellington Strait,

and endeavor to reach Melville Island. He was to use

his utmost endeavors, (consistent with the safety of the

lives of those intrusted to his command,) to succor, in

the summer of 1850, the party under Sir John Frank-
lin, takirg care to secure his winter-quarters in good
time ; and 2dly, the same active measures were to be

used in the summer of 1851, to secure the return of tlie

ships under his charge to this country.

The Lady Franklin was off Cape York, in Baffin's

Bay, on the 13th of August. From thence she pro-

ceeded, in company with H. M. S. Assistance, to Wol-
stenholme Sound. She afterward, in accordance with

her instructions, crossed over to tlie west with tlie in-

tention of examining Jones' Sound, but owing to the

accumulation oi' ice, was unable to approach it within

twenty-five miles. This was at midnight on the 18th.

She, therefore, continued her voyage to Lancaster

Sound, and onward to Wellington Channel, where she

was seen by Commander Forsyth, of the Prince Albert,

)n the 25th of August, with lier tender, and H. M. S
A.ssistance in company, standing toward Cape Hotham.

Voyage of II. M. Ships " Resolute " and " Assistance,"

wiTU THE Steamers "Pioneer" and "Intrepid"
A8 Tenders, under command of Captain Austin.

1850-5L
1

Two fine teak-built ships of about 500 tons each, th

Baboo and Ptarmigan, whose names were altered tc

the Assistance ana Resolute, were purchased by the

Gfovernment in 1850, and sent to the naval yards to bo

oroperly fitted for the voyage to the polar regions.

Two screw-propeller steamers, intended to accorapanv

h
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tJiese vessels as steam tendcrb, weivu also purchased and

similarly fitted ; their names were changed from the

Eider and Free Trade to the Pioneer and Intrepid.

The command of this expedition was intrusted to

Captain Horatio T. Austin, C. B., who was first Lieu-

tenant of the Fury, under Commander Iloppner, in

Captain Sir E, Par»"y's third voyage, in 1824-25. The
vessels were provisioned for three years, and their at-

tention was also directed to tl.3 depots of stores lodged

l)y Sir James Ross at Leopold Island, and al Navy
Board Inlet by the North Star. The ships sailed in

May, 1850. The ofiicers employed in th^^m were as

follows :

—

Hesolute.

Captain— Horatio T. Austin, C. B.
Lieutenants— R. D. Aldrich, and W. H. J. Browne.
Mates— R. B. Pearse, and W. M. May.
Purser— J. E. Brooman.
Surgeon— A. R. Bradford.

Assistant, ditto — Richard King.
Midshipmen— C. Bullock, J. P. Cheync
Second Master— G. F. M'Dougall.

Total complement, 60 men.

Pioneer^ screw steamer.

Lieut.-Commauding— Sherard Osbom.
Second Master— J. H. Allard.

Assistant-Surgeon— F. R. Picthora.

Assistance,

Captain— E. Ommaney.
Lieutenants— J. E. Elliot, F. L. M'Olintock, and

G, F. Mecham.
Surgeon— J. J. L. Dennett.
Assistant, ditto— J. Ward, (a.)

Mates— R. V. Hamilton, and J. R. Keand-
Clerk in Charge— E. N. Harrison.
Second Master— W. B. Shellabear.

Midshipman— C. R. Markham.
Total complement, 60 men.
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Intrepid^ screw steamer.

Lieut-Comi ider— B. Cator.

Each of the tenders had a crew of 30 men

Two ot the officers appointed to this expedition, Lieu-

tenants Browne and M^Clintock, were in the Enterprise

under Captain Sir James C. Ross in 1848.

The Emma Eugenia transDort was dispatched in ad-

vance with provisions to the Whale-Fish Islands, to await

the arrival of the expedition.

It having been suggested by some parties that Sir

John Franklin might have effected his passage to Mel-
ville Island, and been detained there with liis ships,

or that the ships might have been damaged by the ice

in tlie neighboring sea, and that with his crews he had
abandoned them and made his escape to that inland,

Captain Austin was specially instructed to use ev^ery

exertion to reach this island, detaching a portion of his

ships to search the shores of Wellington Channel and
the coast about Cape Walker, to which point Sir John
Franklin was ordered to proceed.

Advices were first received from the Assistance, aftei

her departure, dated 5th of July ; she was then making
her way to the northward. The seasoL was less favoi--

able for exploring operations than on many previous

years. But little ice had been met with in Davis'

Strait, where it is generally found in large quantities,

60 that obstacles of a serious nature may be expected
to the northward. Penny's ships had been in company
with them.

Ice is an insurmountable bai-rier to rapid progress

;

fortifications may be breached, but huge masses of ice,

200 to 600 feet high, are not to be overcome.
On the 2d of July the Assistance was towed beneath

a perpendicular cliff to the northward of Cape Shackle-
ton, rising to the height of 1500 feet, which was ob-

served to DO crowded with the foolish guillemots, ( U/ia
troile.) When the ship hooked on to an -iceberg for the

night, a party sent on shore for the purpose brought off

260 birds ana about twenty dozen of their eggs. These
I'inis only lay one cg<^ cai'h. ^n

t
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The following official dispatch has been since received

from Captain Ommaney :

—

^^Her Majesty''8 ship *"Assistance^ offLdncaster Sounds
latitude 76° 46' iV., longitude 76° 49' Tf., August
17, 1850.

" Sir,— I have the honor to acquaint you, for the in-

forma!:ion of the Lords Commissioners of the Admi-
ralty, that her Majesty's ship Assistance, and her tender,

her Majesty's steam-vessel Intrepid, have this day suc-

ceeded in effecting a passage across to the west watei-.

and are now proceeding to Lancaster Sound. Officers

and crews all well, with fine clear weather, and open

water as far as can be seen.
" Agreeably with instructions received from Captain

IL Austin, we parted company on the 15th instant, at

one A. M., off Cape Dudley Diggs, as the ice was then

sufKciently open to anticipate no farther obstruction in

effecting the nortli passage. He was anxious to proceed

to Pond's Bay, and thence take up the examination along

the south shores of Lancaster Sound, leaving me to

ascertain the truth of a report obtained Irom the Esqui-

maux at Ca])e York respecting some ship or ships hav-

ing been seen near Wolstenholme Island, after which tc

proceed to tiie north shores of Lancaster Sound and

Wellington Channel.
" On passing Cape York, (the 14th inst.,) natives were

seen. By the directions of Captain Austin I landed,

and communicated witli them, when we were informed

that they had seen a «hip in that neighborhood in the

spring, and that she was housed in. Upon this intelli-

gence I shipped one of the natives, who volunteered to

join us as interpreter and guide.
" On parting with Captain Austin we proceeded

toward Wolstenholme Island, where I left the ship and

proceeded in her Majesty's steam-vessel Intrepid into

Wolstenholme Sound, and by the guidance of the Esqui-

maux, succeeded in finding a bay about thirteen miles

Airther in, and sheltered by a prominent headland. Ic

^he cairLs erected here we found a document stating
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that the North Star had wintered iu the bay, a copy
of which I have the honor to transmit to their Lord-

ships.

" Previous to searching the spot where the North Stai

wintered, I. examined the deserted Esquimaux settle-

ment. At this spot we found evident traces of som;*

eliip having been in the neigliborhood,frora empty })re-

served meat canisters and some clothes left near a pool

cf water, marked with the name of a corporal belonging

to the North Star,

" Having ascertained this satisfactory information, I

returned to Wolstenholme Island, where a document wai«

deposited recording our proceedinge. At 6 a m., of the

16th inst., I rejoined the ship, and proceeded at two to

tlie westward, and am happy to inform you that the

l)Lissage across has been made without obstruction, tow-

ing through loose and straggling ice.

''The expedition was beset in Melville Bay, sur-

rounded by heavy and extensive floes of ice, from the

11th of July to the 9th of August, 1850, when, after

frreat exertion, a release was efi'ccted, and we succeeded
ill reaching Cape York by continuing along the edge of

the land-ice, after which we hnve been favored with

plenty of water.
" Captain Penny's expedition was in company during

the most part of the time while in Melville Bay, and up
to the 14th inst., when w^e left him off Cape Dudley
Diggs— all well.

" In crossing Melville Bay we fell in with Sir John
Ross and Captain Forsyth's expeditions. These Capt.
Austin has assisted by towing them toward their desti-

nations. The latter proceeded with him, and the former
has remained with us.

" Having placed Sir John Ross in a fair way ot

reaching Lancaster Sound, with a fair wind and c>pen

water, his vessel has been cast off in this position. I

shall, therefore, proceed with all dispatch to the exami-
nation of the north shores of Lancaster Sound and
Wellington Channel, according to Captain Austin's

directions.

:• i
'

'
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"I have the honor to be, Sir, your most obedient

nnmble . vant.
" Erasmus Omuaney, Captain."

The Resolute got clear of the Orkneys on the- 15th ol

May, and arrived with her consort and the two tenders

at tlie Whale-Fish Islands on the 14th of June.

The Resolute was in Possession Bay on the 17th of

August. From thence her proposed course was along

the coast, northward and westward, to Whaler Point,

situated at the sr^uthern extremity of Port Leopold, and
atlerward to Melville Island.

In order to amuse themselves and their comrades, the

officers of the Ansistance had started a MS. newspaper,
under the name of tlie " Aurora Borealis." Many of

my readers will bave heard of the " Cockpit Herald,"

and such other p/oductions of former days, in his Majes-

ty's fleet. Parry, too, had his journal to beguile tlie

long hours of the tedious arctic winter.

I have seen copies of this novel specimen of the

'fourth estate," dated Baffin's Bay, June, 1850, in which

there is a happy mixture of grave and gay, pxose and

verse ; numerous very fair acrostics are published. I

append, by way of curiosity, a couple of extracts :

—

" What insect that Noah had with him, were these

regions named after ?—^The arc-tic."

" To t/i4 editor of the Aurora Borealis.

" Sir,— Having heard from an arctic voyager that he

has seen ' crows'-nests' in those icy regions, I beg to

inquire through your columns, if they are built by tlie

crows, {Corv'us tintinnahulus^ which Goodsir states to

utter a metallic bell-like croaK? My fast friend hc;xs

me to inmiire when rook shooting commences in thot e

diggings i

" A Naturalist.

[" We would recommend to ' A Naturalist ' a visit tn

these * crows'-ne^ts,' which do exist in the arctic regions

We wonid *i^ advise his fast friend to investijrah'
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tfiese 8111(1 nests more thoroughly ; he would find them
tenanted by very old buds (ic© quarter-masters,) who
would not only inform him as to the species of crows
iuul the sporting season, but would give them a fair

cluince of showing him how a pigeon may be plucked.
— Edi'ior."]

VoYAGR OF Captain Sib John Ross m the "Felix"
PRIVATE Schooner, 1850-61.

In A])ril, 1850, Captain Sir John Ross having vol-

unteered his services to proceed in the search, was en-

abled, by the liberality of the Hudson's Bay Company,
who contributed 500/., and public subscription, to leave

Kn<j;land in the Felix schooner, of 120 tons, with a
|)icked crew^, and accompanied by Commander C. Ger-
vans Fhilli])s, R. N. She also had the Mary, Sir John's
own yacht of twelve tons, as a tender. Mr. Abernethy
])r()ceeded as ice-master, having accompanied Sir John
in iiit^ former voyai'e to Boothia; and Mr. Sivewriffht

WHS mate of the Felix. The vessels sailed from Scot-

land on the 23d of May, and reached Holsteinborg in

.iune, where Captain Ross succeeded in obtaining a

Danish interpreter who understood the Esquimaux
ian^^uage; he then proceeded on, calling at the Whale
risii Islands, and passing northway through the Way-
|,'att Strait, overtook, on the 10th of August, H. M.
ships Assistance and Resolute, with their tenders the
Intrepid and Pioneer, under the command of Captain
Austin.

On the 13th of August, Captain Ommaney in the

Assistance, and Sir John Ross in the Felix, being
Somewhere off Cape York, observed three male Es-

•luiniaux ,on the ice close by, and with these people
it was prudently resolved to communicate. Accord-
ingly, Lieutenant Cator in the Intrepid steamer, tender
to the Assistance, and Commander Phillips in the
whale-boat of the Felix, put off on this service. The
Intrepid's people arrived first, but apparently without
any means of expressing their desires, so that when the
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boat of the Felix, containing an Esqnimanx interpreter,

joined the party, the natives immediately gave siijiin

of recognition and satisfaction, came into the boat witli-

out the least hesitation, and engaged themselves pre-

sently in a long and animated conversation with theii

countryman the interpreter. Half an hour was de-

voted to this interchange of intelligence, but with no

immediate result, for the interpreter could only trans-

late his native language into Danish, and as no person

in the boat understood Danish, the information re-

mained as inaccessible as before. In this predicament
the boats returned with the intention of confronting tiiu

interpreter— whose christianized name is Adam lieek

— with Sir John Ross himself. As Sir John, however,

was pushing ahead in the Felix toward Cape Dudley
Diggs, and as Adam appeared anxious to disburden

himself of his newly acquired information, the bouts

dropped on board the Prince Albert, another of the

exploring vessels in the neighborhood, and there put

Adam in communication with the captain's steward,

John Smith, who " understood a little of the language,''

as Sir John Ross says, or "a good deal," as Coin-

mander Phillips says, and who presently gave such au

account of the intelligence as startled every body ou

board. Its purport was as follows;
—

^That in the win

ter of 1846, when the snow was falling, two ships were

crushed by the ice a good way off in the direction vi

Cape Dudley Diggs, an(' afterward burned by a fierce

ana numerous tribe of natives ; that the ships in ques

tion were not whalers, and that epaulettes were wuiri

by some of the white men ; that a part of the crews

were drowned, that the remainder were some time in

huts or tents apart from the natives, that they had guiH,

but no bails, and that being in a weak and exluiusriMl

condition, they were subsequently killed by the nuti\ it

with darts or arrows. This was the form given to the

Esquimaux story by John Smith, captain's steward nf

the Prince Albert. Impressed with the importance i>t

these tidings, Captain Ommaney and Comunindti

Phi11ij)s iintncdiately made their report to C:i[»lain
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Austin in the Resolute, wliicli was then in eoiiipuny

with tlie Felix near Oape Dudley Digpjs. Captain Aus-
tin at once decided upon investigating the credibility

of the story, and with this view dispatched .-. message
to the Lady Franklin, another of the exploring ships,

which lay a few miles off, and which had on boarc! a

regular Danish interpreter This interpreter duly ar-

rived, but proceeded forthwith to translate the story by
a statement "totally at variance" witli the interpreta-

tion of " the other," whona, as we are told, he called a

liar and intimidated into sileiice ; though no sooner was
the latter left to himself than he again repeated his

version of the tale, and stoutly maintained its accuracy.

Meantime an additional ])iece of information became
known, namely, that a certain ship had passed the win-
ter safely housed in Woli-tenholrae Sound—a state-

ment soon ascertained by actual investigation to be
perfectly true. The following is an extract from a letter

from

—

Captain Sir John Iii<ASb\ R.N to Captain W. A, B.
Ha^nilton, R. iY., Secretary of the Admiralty.

" *" Felix^ diiscoi^cry yacht., of Admiralty Inlet.,

" Lancaster ^ound^ August 22.

" Sir.—I have to acquaint yoii, for the information

of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the

Felix discovery yacht, with her tender, the Mary, after

obtaining an Esquimaux interpreter at HolsteinborLj,

and calling at Whale-Fish Islands, proceeded north wav
through the Waygatt Straits, and overtook her Ma-
jesty's discovery ships, under the command of Captain
Austin on the lltli of August; and on the 12th the

senior officer and the second in command having cor-

dially communicated with me on the best mode of

performing the service on which we are mutually em-
barked, arrangements were made and concluded for a
simultaneous examination of every part of the eastern

side of a northwest passage in which it was probable
that the missing ships could be bound : documents to

i

'

^
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t'aat effect were exchanged, and subsequently assented

to by Captains Forsyth and Penny.
" On tlie 13tli of August natives were discovered on

the ice near to Cape York, with whom it was deemed
advisable to communicate. On this service, Lieutenant

Cator, in the Intrepid, was detached on the part (•!'

Caj)tain Austin, and on my part Commander Phillips,

with our Esquimaux interpreter, in the whale-boat of

the Felix, it was found l)y Lieutenant Cator that Cap-
tain Penny had left with the natives a note for Captain

Austin, but only relative to the state of the navigation;

however, when Commander Phillips arrived, the Esqui-

maux, seeing one apparently of their own nation in the

whale-boat, came immediately to him, when a lon<,'

conversation to:;k place, the purport of which could

not be made known, as the interpreter could not ex-

plain hituHelf to any one, either in the Litrepid or the

whale-boat, (as he understands only the Danish besides

his own language,) until he was brought on board the

Prince Albert, where John Smith, the captain's stew-

ard of that vessel, who had been some years at the

Hudson's Bay settlement of Churchill, and understands

a little of the language, was able to give some ex])la-

nation of Adam Beek's information, which was deemed
of such importance that Captains Ommaney, Phillips,

and Forsyth, proceeded in th 3 Intrepid to the Resolnt*

.

when it was decided by Captain Austin to send for tin;

Danish Interpreter of the Lady Franklin, which, hav-

ing been ^successful in an attempt at getting vhrough

the ice t"^ '.le westward, was only a few miles diptant.

In the m ian time it was known that, in addition to the

first information, a ship, which could only be the North
Star, had wintered in Wolstenholme Sound, called bv

the natives Ourinak, and had only left it a month ago.

This proved to be true, but the interpretation of the

Dane was totally at variance with the information given

by the other, who, although for obvious reasons he did

not dare to contradict the Dane, subsequently main-

tained the truth of his statement, which induced Cap-

tain Austin to dispatch the Intrepid with Captains
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Oiiunaiiuy iuid i'hillips, taking with them both our in-

terproters, Adam lieok and a young native who had
been porsuaded to conio as one cf the crew of tljo As-

Kistance, to examine Wolstenholme Sound. In tht

moan time it had been unanimously (U^ci<li'd that nc

alteration ahouhi be made in our previous arrangement,

it being obvious that while there renuiined a chance of

saving the lives of those of the missing ships who may
1)0 yet alive, a further search for those who had per-

ished should be jxtstponed, and accordingly tiie Kebo-

liite, Pioneer, and Prince Albert j)arted company on
the 15th. It is here unnecessary to give the ofhcial re-

])orts made to me by Commander Phillips, which are

of course transmitted by me to the Secretary of the

Hudson's Bay Company, which, with the information

written in the Esquimaux language by Adam Beek,
will no doubt be sent to you for their Lordsliips' infor-

mation ; and it will bo manifest by these reports that

Commander Phillips has performed his duty with sa-

Ijacity, oircuraspection, and addrchs, which do him in-

finite credit, altnough it is only siich as I must have
expected from so intelligent an otiicer; and I have
much satisfaction in adding that it has been mainly
owing to his zeal and activity that 1 was able, under
(iisadvant; s circumstances, t<> f>vertake her Majes-
ty's ships, ^ .le by his ecientiiic acquirements and ac-

curacy in surveying, he has been able to make many
important corrections and valuable additions to the

charts of the much-frequented eastern side of Baffin's

Bay, which has been more closely observed and navi-

gated by us than by any former ex})edition, and, much
to my satisfaction, confirming the latitude and longi-

tude of every headland I hr-^ an opportunity of laying
down in the year 1818.

"I have only to add that I have much satisfaction

in co-operating with her Majesty's expedition. With
8uch support and with such vessels so particularly

adapted for the service, no exertion shall be wanting
on my part. But I cannot conclude this letter without
acknowledging my obligations to Commodore Arnstin

^ t!i»
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and Captain Ommaney for the assistance they have af

forded me, and for the cordiality and courtesy with
which I have been treated by these distinguished offi

cers and others of the ships under their orders. Aui
mated as we are with an ardent and sincere desire to

rescae our imperiled countrymen, I confidently trust

.hat our united exertions and humble endeavors niav,

inder a merciful Providence, be completely successful.

"I am, with truth and regard, Sir, your faithful and
obedient servant,

"John Ross, Captain, R. N."

By the accounts brought home by Commander For-

syth from Lancaster Sound, to the 25th of August, it

is stated that Sir John Ross, in the Felix, intended to

return to England.
The ice was at that period very heavy, extending all

around from Leopold Island, at the entrance of Regent
Inlet, to Cape Farewell, to the westward, so as to pre-

vent the possibility of any of the vessels pushing on to

Cape Walker. When the Prince Albert was between
Cape Spencer and Cape Innes, in Wellington Channel,

Mr. Snow went at noon to the mast-head, and saw H.

M. Ship Assistance as near as possible within Cape
Hotham, under a press of sail. Her tender, the In-

trep'.d, was not seen, but was believed to be with her.

Cap'ain Penny, witli his two ships, the Lady Franklin

and Sophia, was endeavoring to make his way up tJie

same Channel, but it was feared the ice would ulti-

matelv be too stron<»: for him, and that he would have

to return home, leaving Captain Austin's squadron only

to winter in the ice.

The American man-of*war brig Rescue was close be

set with the ice near Cape Bowen.
The Pioneer \fa8 with the Resolute on the 17tb

August
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Amekican Seaechiwo Expedition.— United States'

Ships, "Advance" and "Rescuf," under the Com-
mand OF Lieutenant De Haven, 1860-51.

In the spring of 1849, Lady Franklin made a toiicli

ing and pathetic appeal to the feelings of the American
nation, in the following letter to the President )f tlic

Republic :
—

The Lady of Sir -John FravMin to the President.

^^Bedford-plaee^ London^ 4tth April., 1849.

"Sir.,— I address myself to you as the head of a

great nation, whose power to help rae I cannot doul)t,

and in whose disposition to do so I have a confidence

wh^'ch I trust you will not deem presumptuous.
"The name of my husband, Sir John Franklin, is

probably not unknown to you. It is intimately con-

nected with the northern part of that continent of

which the An\erican republic forms so vast and con-

spicuous a portion. When I visited the United States

three years ago, among the many proofs I received of

respect and courtesy, there was none which touched
and even surprised me more than the appreciation

everywhere expressed to me of his former services in

geographical discovery, and the interest felt in the en-

te.'prise in which he was then known to be engaged."
« « « « »

[Her ladyship here gives the details of the departure

of the expedition, and the measures already takeii for

its relief.]

« # • « •

"I have entered into these details with the view of

proving that, though the British government has not

forgotten the duty it owes to the brave men whoni it

has sent on a perilou3 service, and has spent a very

large sum in providing the means for their rescue, yet

that, owing to various causes, the tneans actually in

operation for this purpose are quite iiiadiqiiate to meet
the extrp.ne exigence of the casi* ; t'ni-, it must be

in.
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remembered, that the missing ships were victualed foi

three years only, and that nearly four years have now
elapsed, so that the survivors of so many winters in the

ice must be at the last extremity. And also, it must
be borne in mind, that the channels by which the ?hip9

may have attempted to force a ])assage to the westward,
or which they may have been compelled, by adverse

circumstances, to take, are very numerous and compli-

cated, and that one or two ships cannot possibly, in the

course of the next short summer, explore them all.

" The Board of Admiralty', under a conviction of this

fact, has been induced to offer a reward of 20,000/.

sterling to any ship or ships, of any country, or to any
exploring party whatever, which shall renHer efficient

assistance to the missing ships, or their '"r«,^• -^r to any
portion of them. This announcement, which, even if

the sum had been doubled or trebled, would have met
with public approbation, comes, however, too late for

our whalers, which had unfortunately sailed before it

was issued, and which, even if the news should over*

take them at their fishing-grounds, are totally unfitted

for any prolonged adventure, having only a few montlis'

provision on board, and no additional clothing. To tlie

American whalers, both in ^ha Ai"lantic and Pacific, I

look with more hope, as competitors for the prize, be-

ing well aware of thel. numbers and strength, their

thorough equipment, and the bold spirit of ente'
^
"i^e

which animates their crews. But I venture t '< r

even beyond these. I am not without hope tl a ; i»

will deem it not unworthy of a great and kindred »

tion to take up the cause of humanity which I plead, in

a national spirit, and thus generously make it your own.
" I must here, in gratitude, adduce the example of

the imperial Russian government, which, as I am led

to hope by his Excellency, the Russian embassador in

London, who forwarded a memorial on the subject, vill

send out exploring parties this summer, from the Asiatic

side of Behrinjy's Strait, northward, in search of tliu

lost vessels, tt would be a noble spectacle to the

wrirld, if tliree great nations, possessed of the widosf
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omrires on tlie face of the globe, were thuR to iinit«

their efforts in the truly christian work of saving their

perishing fellow-men from destruction.

**It is not for me to suggest the mode in which such
benevolent efforts might l)e8t be made. 1 will only say,

however, that if the conceptions of my own mind, to

whicli I do not ventuie to give utterance, were realized

and that in tlie noblo competition wliicli followed, Amer
ican seamen had the gcxxl fortune to wrest from us the

glory, as nJght be the case, of solving the problem of

5ie unfound passage, or the still greater glory of saving

our adventurous navigators fiom a lingering fate which
the mind sickens to dwell on, tliougli t sliould m either

case regret that it was not my own l)rave countrymen
in those seas whose dc^votion was thus rewarded, yet

should I rejoice that it was to America we owed our
restored happiness, and should be forever bound to her

by ties of affectioivate gnititude.
" I am not witLout some misgivings while I thus ad-

dress you. The Intense anxieties of a wife and of a

daughter may have led me to press too earnestly on
your notice tha trials under which we are suffering

(yet not we only, but hundieds of others,) and to pre-

sume too much on the sympathy which we are assured

is felt beyond the limits of our own land. Tet, if

you deem this to be the case, you will still find, 1 am
sure, even in that personal intensity of feeling, an
excuse for the fearlessness with which I have thrown
myself on your generosity, and will pardon the hon'

age I thus pay to your own high character, and to thr

of the people over whom you have the distinction t
preside. " I have, &c.,

(Signed) "Jane Feankltn."

To which the following reply was received :

—

Mr, CUvyton to Lady Jane FramJcUn.
''^ Depa/rtment of State^ Washington^

''^Uh April, 1849.

"Madam,—Your letter to the President of the United
States, dated April 4th, 1849, has been received by
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him, and be has instructed me to make to you the fol-

lowing reply :

—

" The pppeal made in the letter with which you have

honored him, is such as would strongly enlist the sym
pathy of the rulers and the people of any portion of

tiie civilized world.
" To the citizens of the United States, wlio share s

largely in the emotions which agitate the public niin

in your own country, the name of Sir John Franklin

has been endeared by his heroic virtues, and the suifui--

ings and sacrifices which he has encountered for the

benefit of mankind. The appeal of his wife and daugh-

ter, in their distress, has been borne across the waters,

iisking the assistance of a kindred people to save the

brave men who embarked in tliis unfortunate expedi-

tion ; and the people of the United States, who have
watched with the deepest interest that hazardous enter-

})rise, will now respond to that appeal, by the expression

of their united wishes that every proper efibrt may be

made by this government for the rescue of your hus-

band and his companions.
" To accomplish the objects you have in view, the

attention of American navigators, and especially of

our whalers, will be immediately invoked. All the in-

formation in the possession of this government, to

enable them to aid in discovering the missing ships,

relieving their crews and restoring them to their fami-

lies, shall be spread far and wide among our people;

and all that the executive government of the United
States, in the exercise of its constitutional p'^w^ers, can

efiect, to meet this requisition on American enterprise,

skill and bravery, will be promptly undertaken.
" The hearts of the American people will bo deeply

touched by your eloquent address to their Chief Magis-
trate, and they will join with you in an earnest prayer

to Him whose spirit is on the waters, that your husband
and his companions may yet be restored to their coud
try and their friend a

** I have, <fec.,

.Pjflmed) " Jo5iN M. Clayton.**
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A second letter was j^'"'" '3,ddressed by Lady Franklin

to the President in the close of that year, after the forced

return of Captain Sir James Koss, from whose active

exertions so much had been expected —
The Lady of Sir Joh/a Franklin to the President.

" Spring Gardens^ London^ llthDec, 1849.

"Sir,— I had the honor of addressing myself to

vou, in the month of April last, in behalf of my hus-

band. Sir John Franklin, his officers and crews, who
were sent by Her Majesty's government, in the spring

of 1845, on a maritime expedition for a discovery of

the northwest passage, and who have never since been
heard of.

"Their mysterious fate has excited, I believe, the

deepest interest throughout the civilized world, but no-

wliere more so, not even in England itself, than in the

United States of America. It was under a deep con-

viction of this fact, and with the humble hope that an
appeal to those general sentiments would never be

made altogether in vain, that I ventured to lay before

yoii the necessities of that critical period, and to ask

you to take up the cause of humanity which I pleaded,

and generously make it your own.
" How nobly you, sir, and the American people,

responded to that appeal,— how kindly and courteously

that response was conveyed to me,— is known wherever
our common language is spoken or understood ; and
though difficulties, which were mainly owing to the

advanced state of the season, presented themselves after

your official announcement had l)een made known to our
government, and prevented tho imniediute execution of

your intentions, yet the generc is pledge you had given
was not altogether withdrawn iiid hope still remained
ro me that, should the necessity for renewed measures
continue to exist, T might looL again across the waters
for the needed succor.

" A period has now, alas, a, rived, when our dearest
liopes as to the safe return of ,.he discovery siiips thie

autiunn -wo finallv crnsiicd b\ the nnexpeetod, tliouHi

I }

V;;? *
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forced return of Sir James Ross, without any t1i.'i<:^ ^*i

tliein, and also by the close of the arctic sciason. And
not only have no tidings been brought of their safety or

f their fate, but even the very traces of their course

liave yet to be discovered ; for such was the concur-

I'cnce of unfortunate and unusual circumstances attend-

ing the efforts of the brave and able officer hlluded tu,

tliiit he was not a])le to reach those points where indi-

cations of the course of discovery ships would most

probably be found. And tlius, at the close of a second

ocuson since the departure of tlie recent expedition of

searcli, we remain in nearly the same state of ignorance

respecting the missing expedition as at thr^ moment of

its starting from our shores. And in tlie luean time our

bi'ave countrymen, whether clinging stil\ (;o their sliij)^?,

or dispersed in various directions, have entered upon a

fifth winter in those dark and dreary solitudes, witli

exiiausted means of sustenance, while jet their expected

succor comes not!
" It is in the time, then, of their gr»;ate8t peril, in the

day of their extremest need, that I v^^ntu re, encouraged

by your former kindness, to look to you again for some
active efforts which may come in aid of those of my
own country, and add to the means of search. II or

Majesty's Ministers have already resolved on sendiu*^'

an expedition to Dehring's Strait, and doubtless have

other necessary measures in contemplation, supported

as they are, in every means tluit can be devised for tiiis

humane purpose, by the sympathies of the nation, and

by the generous solicitude which our Queen is kn(nvii

to feel in the fate of her brave people imperiled in theii

countrv's service. But, whatever be the measures con

tem])l,.Led liy the Admiralty, they cannot be such as

will leave no room or necessity for more, since it is

only l)y the multiplication of means, and those vigorous

and instant ones, that we can hope, at this last stage,

and in this last hour, perhaps, of the lost navigator.-.'

existence, to snatch them from a dreary grave. And
Kui-ely. till the shores and seas of those frozen regions!

hiive Ih'(>u swept in all directions, or until some memo
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rial be found to uttes>t their fate, neither P^n^land, who
sent them out, nor even America, on whose sliores they

have been launclied r\ a cause which has interested the

world for centuries, will deem the question at rest.

" May it please God so to move the hearts and wills

of a ereat and kindred ])L'Ople, and of their chosen
Chief Magistrat that tiiey may join heart and hand
in the generous enterprise : Tlie respect and admiration

of the woi'ld, M'hich watches with growing interest every

movement of your great republic, will follow the chiv-

alric and humane endeavor, and the blessing of them
who were ready to perish shall come to ; ou

!

" I have, &c.,

(Signed) Jane Franklin.

^^Ris ExGellency the President of the United Staies.^^

n j|

I'iM

In a very admirable letter addressed to Lady Frank*
lin in February, 185G, by Lieut. Sherard Osborn, R. N.,

occur the following remarks and suggestions, which
ui^pear to me so explicit and valuable that I publish

tiiem entire ;
—

^'' Great Ealing^ Middlee », Qth Feh'ua/ry^ 1850.

" My Dear Lady Frankijn.— It is of course of vital

•inportance that the generous co-operation of the Ameri-
cans in the rescue of Sir John Franklin and his crews
be directed to points which call for search, and at the

same time give them a clear Held for the exercise of

their energy and emulation. It would be a pity, for

instance, if tlun' should be merely working on the same
jiTonnd witli ourselves, while extensive portions of the

Arctic Sea, in wliich it is equally probable the lost ex-

pedition may be found, should be left unexamined ; and
none, in my opinion, offers a better prospect of suc^cess-

ful search than the coasts of Repulse Bay, Hecla and
Fury Strait, Committee Bay, Felix Harbor, the estuary

of the Great Fish River, ind Simpson's Strait, with the

Bea to the northwest of it. My reasons for 8ayii:«^ so

are as follows ;
— V ,-

21 N«



PKOGKEys OK aklik; i)is( «)Vi;uv.

"Suppose Sir John Fnmklin to have so fiir carried

out the tenor of his orders as to have penetrated eoutli-

west from Cape Walker, and to have been either • cust

away,' or hopelessly impeded by ice, and that eitlicr in

the past or present year he found it necensury to 'jiiit

his sliips, they being anywhere between 100'^ and 108'^

west longitude, and 70° and 73° north latitude. Now,
to retrace his steps to Cape Walker, and thence to Re-

gent Inlet, would be no doubt the first suggestion tliat

would arise. Yet there are objections to it : firstly, lie

would have to contend against the prevailing set of tiie

ice, and currents, and northerly wind ; secondly, if no

whalers were found in LunctibLcr ouimu, huvv was ho

to support his large party in regions wliere the musk
ox or reindeer is never seen ? thirdly, leaving his

ships in the summer, he knew lie could only reach the

whaling ground in the fall of the year : and, in such

case, would it not be advisable to make rather for

the saiitiiern than the northern limit of the seas vis-

ited by the whalers? fourthly, by ed^j^in^ to the south

rather than the north, Sir John Franklin would be

falling back to, rather than going from, relief, and in-

creabe the probabilities of providing for his I. rgu

party.

"I do not believe that he wodld have decided ongoing
due south, because the lofty land of Victoria Island

was in his road, and when he did reach the American
shore, he would only attain a desert, of whose horrors

he no doubt retained a vivid recollection
; and a

lengthy land journey of more than 1<>()(> miles to the

Hudson's Bay settlements was more than his men were
capable of.

" There remains, therefore, but one route for Sir Jolm
under such circumstances to follow ; and it decidedly

has the following merits, that of being in a direct lino

for the southern limit of the whale fishei-y ; that of

leading through a series of narrow seas adapted for the

navigation of small open boats ; tliat of being the mo?t

expeditious route by which to ruach Fort Churchill, in

ITiidsonV T5av; that of leadiiiir fhi-ouirh a roiifion visited
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by Esquimaux aiul migratory animals : and this routo

is through the ' Strait of Sir James Ross,' across tho

narrow isthrnus of Boothia Felix, (whicli, as you re-

minded me to-day, was not supposed to exist wlien Sir

John Franklin left England, and has been since discov-

ered,) into the Gulf of Bootliia, where he could eitiier

|iiifis by Ilecla and Fury Strait into the fishing-ground

o\' Hudson's Strait, or else go southward down Commit-
tee Jiay, across the Rae Isthmus into Repulse Bay, and
endeavor from there to reach some vessels in Hudson's
i>uy, or otherwise Fort Churchill.

" It it. not unlikely either, that when Franklin had
got to the eastern extremity of James Ross's Strait,

and found the land to be across his path where he had
expected to find a strait, that his party might have di-

vided, and the more active portion of them attempted
to ascend the Great Fish River, where we have Sir

George Back's authority for supposing they would find,

close to the arctic shores, abundance of food in fish,

and herds of reindeer, &c., while the others traveled

on the road I have already mentioned.
" To search for them, therefore, on this line of retreat,

I sliould thiidv highly essential, and if neglected this

year, it must be done next ; and if not done hy the

Americans, it ought to be done by us.

" I therefore suggest the following plan :— Suppose
a well-equipped expedition to leave America in May,
and to enter Hudson's Strait, and then divide into two
divisions. The first division might go northward,
through Fox's Channel to Hecla and Fury Strait, exam
ine the shores of the latter careftiUy, deposit provisions

at the western extreme, erect conspicuous beacons, and
proceed to Melville or Felix Harbor, in Boothia, secure
tiieir vessel or vessels, and dispatch, as soon as circum-

et-^nces would allow, boat parties across the neck of
the isthmus into the western waters. Here let them
divide, and one party proceed through James Ross'a

Strait, carefiilly examinmg the coast, and prsh over sea,

ice, or land, to the northwest as far as possible. The
other boat party to examine the estuary of the Great
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Fish River, and thence proceed westward along the

coast of Simpson's Strait, and, if possible, examine the

broad bay formed between it and Dease's Strait.

"The second division, on parting company, ru»ght

pass Bouth of Southampton Island, and coast along from

Chesterfield Inlet northward to Repulse Bay, a boat

party with two boats mi^ht cross Rae Isthmus into the

bottom of Committee nay, with instructions to visi*

both shores of the said bay, and to rendezvous at the

western entrance of Hecia and Fury Strait. The sec-

ond division (be it one or more vessels^ should then

pass into Fox's Channel, and turning through Hecla
and Fury Strait, pick up the boats at the rendezvous;
and thence, if the first division have passed on all right,

and do not require reinforcement, the second division

should steer northward along the unknown coast, ex-

tending as far as Cape Kater ; from Cape Kater pro-

ceed to Leopold Island, and having secured their ships

there, dispatch boat or traveling parties in a direction

southwest from Cape Rennell, in North Somerset, be-

ing in a parallel line to the line of search we shall

adopt from Cape Walker, and at the same time it will

traverse the unknown sea beyond the Islands lately

observed by Captain Sir James Ross.

"Some such plan as this would, I think, insuie youi

gallant husband being met or assisted, should he be to

the south or the west of Cape Walker, and attempt to

return by a southeast course, a direction which, I think,

others as well as myself would agree in thinking a very

rational and probable one.

"I will next speak of an argument which has been
brought forward in consequence of no traces of the

mis' 'ng expedition having been discovered in Lancas-

ter Sound ; that it is quite possible, if Franklin failed

in getting through the middle ice from Melville Bay to

Lancaster Sound, that, sooner than disappoint public

anxiety and expectation of a profitable result arising

from his expedition, he may have turned northward,

and gone up Smith's Sound ; every mile beyond its en-

trance was new ground, and therefore a reward to tb«
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discoverer. It likewiso hruuglit them nearer the pole,

and may l>e tliey found that open sea of which l^aron

Wranii'el speaks so constantly in his journeys over the

ice noi'tliward from Siberia.

"It is therefore desirable that some vessels elionld

carefully examine the entrance of this sound, and visit

all the conspicuous headlands for some considerabh-

distance within it; for it ought to be borne in miiid,

that localities perfectly accessible for the purpose of

erecting beacons, (fee, one season, may be ([uite im-

])raeticable the next, and Franklin, late in the season

and pressed for time, would not have wasted time, scal-

ing bergs to reach the shore and pile up cairns, of

which, in all the sanguine hope of success, he could not

have foreseen the nece8':Ity.

"Should any clue be found to the lost expedition in

this direction, to follow it up would, of course, be the

duty of the relieving party, and every thing would dt;-

pend necessarily upon the judgment ofthe commanders.
*'In connection with this line of search, I ihluk r\

small division of vessels, starting from Spitzbergen,and
pushing from it in a northwest direction, might be of

liieat service ; for on reference to the chart, it will be
seen that Spitzbergen is as near the probable position

of Franklin (if he went north about,) on the east, as

Behring's Strait is upon the west; and the probability

of reaching the meridian of 80° west from Spitzbergen
is equally as good as, if not better than, Behriug's Strait,

aud, moreover, a country capable of supporting life

always in the rear to fall back upon.
"Sherard Osrorn,

"Lieutenant Royal Navy.
"To Lady Franklin."

Debate in the American Congress.

The following remarks cf honorable members and
senators, in defense of the bill for carrying out Mr.
Grinnell's expedition, will explain the 'rounds on which
the government countenance was invo.ied for the noblo
iMidertaking:—

P.-

1
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" Mr. MiLLKK : 1 prefer that tlie governnient should

huve the entire control of this enterprise ; but, Sir, I

do not think that can be accomplialuMl ; at all events, it

cannot within the time required to produce the go(j<l

refiults which are to be hoped from this expedition. It

is well known to all that the uncertain fate of Sir John
Franklin and hiw companions has attracted the attention

and called forth the Hym[)atliies of tne civilized world.

This <^ovcrnment, Sir, has been indifferent to the call.

An api)lication, an appeal was made to this governnient

of no ordinary character ; one which was cheerfullv

entertained by the President, and which he was anxiouji

should be comj)lied with. But it is known to the coun

try and to the Senate that, althout^h the President had

evi'vy disposition to send out an expedition in searcli

of Sir John Franklin, it was found upon inquiry that

we htid no ships fitted for the occasion, and that the

Executive had no authority to procure 'hem for an ex-

pedition of this kind, and suitable fo" *s sort of navi-

gation. The Executive was therefore .ged, for want
of authority to build the ships, to forego further action

on tliis noble enterprise, until Congress should meet,

and authorize the expedition.

"In the mean time, Mr. Grinnell, one of the most
respectable and worthy merchants of the city of New
York, uTiderstanding the difficulty that the government
had in ^dtting out the expedition, has gone to work, and
with his own means has built t\^'o small vessels esjie-

cially prepared for the expedition ; and he now most
generously tenders them to the government, not to be

under his own control, but the control of the govern-

ment, and to be made part of the navy of the tlnitcfl

States. The honorable senator from Alabama (Mr.
King) is mistaken with regard to the terms and effect

of this resolution. This resolution places these two
ships under the control of the government, as much
80 as if they were built expressly for the navy of the

United States, Their direction, their fitting out, tlieii

officers and m'*,n, are all to be under the control <»f

the Executive. Their o Seers are to be offict^s of our
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navy— their seamen the seamen of our navy— so that

tlie expedition will he as tiioroughly under tlie control of

tills goveniTiiont us it' the 8hii»8 belonged to us. Now,
vSjr, I Hhould have no objections niyselt' to amend this

resolution so }\8 to authorize the purchase of those two
Kiuall vessels at once, and niak'^ them a part of our na
val establishment; but, when I recollect the magnani-
mous feeling which urged this no})le-ljearted merchant
to pi'eparc these ships, I know that that same feeling

Would forbid him to make merchandise of that which
he has devoted to humanity. He otfers them for this

great cause ; they are his property, prepared for this

enterprise, and he offers them to us to be used by the

g(>\ ernnient in this great undertaking. We must either

accept them for the ]mrpose to which he has dedicated
tlicni, or reject them altogether. If we refuse these

BJiips, we will defeat the whole enterprise, and lose all

opportunity of particij .ition in a work of humanity
which now commands the attention of the world.

" If we refer this resolution back to the committee,
and they report a bill authorizing government to build

slii])8 to carry on the expedition on its own account, it

wniild be attended with very great delay, and, in my
o]»inion defeat the object we have in view. In a case

of this kind time is every thing. It must he done speed-

ily, if done at all. Every hour's delay may be worth
tlu' life of a man. Sir John Franklin and his compan-
ions may ere this have perished, but our hope is that

tliey are still living in some narrow sea, imprisoned by

walls of ice, whei'e our succor may yet reach them.
Hut, Sir, whether our hopes are fallacious or not, the

imljlic feeling— the feeling of humanity— is, that the

t'ate of Sir John Franklin shouM, if possible, lu- .ascer-

tained, and as soon as possible. The public mind M'ill

never be satisfied till an ex})e(1 ition from this country,

ur from some other country, shall have ascertained their

fate. I therefore trust that this resolution, as it is, will

be acted u])on at once, and that it will receive the

nnnniin<»us vote of the Senate. ''^' - * *

*'
I nni so impressed Mr. I*jvsident, with the impor

i:l

I

i
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tance of time as regards the (li.sj)osal of this qaestion,

that I hesitate even to occupy the attention of the

Senate for a few moments ; and I only do so for the

purpose of correcting some views which hav^e been ex-

pressed by the senator from Mississippi. * ^ * The
question is, whether we shall adopt this resolution, and

immediately send fortli this expedition for the purpose

of accomplishing this great object, or whether we sliall

throw back this resolution to drag its slow course

through Congress, in the form of another bill, to make
an appropriation for the purpose of building vessels.

For what object? To secure, as the senator sa^'S, to the

United States, the sole honor and glory of this expedi-

tion. Sir, if this expedition is g »t up merely for honor

and j^iory either to the United States or to an individual,

I will have nothing wliatever to do with it. Sir, there

is a deeper and a liigher s'^iitiinent that has induced tlie

action of Congress on this subject. It is to engajj-e in

a great work of hinnanity, to do that which is not only

being done by the government of England, but by pri

vate individuals, who are fitting out expeditions at tlieir

own expense, and sending them to the northern seas,

for the purpose of discovering the fate of this great

man, who had periled his life in the cause of scienct'

£i,nd of commerce.
" Mr Pi-esident, I have been informed that a private

expedition is now being fitted out in England under the

direction of that great commander, or I may call liiin

the king of the Polar Seas, Sir John Ifoss, v/ho is going

again to devote himself and his life to this ]K"'ilou< < x-

pedition. Sir, altogether I have not had herefntnic

jnuch confidence in the success of this expedition, yet

wl en I consider the rejnitation of Sir John Ross, and

the fact that he is ])ettef acquainted with those sc.-is

tlian any other man living, and understanding that !;;>

entertains the belief that Sir John Franklin and !ii.-

companions are yet alive, and may be rescued,— I say

finding such a man as Sir Jolm Koss engaged in aji ex-

pedition of this kind, I am not without hope that oui

efforts mav, under Providence, be crowned with succosi:
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But the bononible senator says that nothing its iikclj to

be derived from this expedition but lionor aiid glory,

1111(1 tliut that is to be divided between the government
111' the United States and a pri\'ate individual. Sir, is

there nothing to be derived troni the performance of an

act of humanity but honor and gioi*y ? Sir, it is said

that in this instance both the govornment and the indi

vidual alluded to are engaged in the same woi-k. Well
Sir, what objection can there be to that connection

Does tl»e honouible rciuitor from Mississippi en\j the

individual his share of the lionor and gloiy ? Does he

desire to monopolize it all to the United States ? I hope
he has no such feeling as that.

" But, Mr. President, the honorable senator made use

of an expression which I think he will withdraw. He
intimated, if I understood him righth', some suspicion

that this was a matter of speculation on the part of Mr.
Grinnell.

" Mr. FooTE : I said I had heard such a thing sug
gested ; but I do not make any such charge myself.

" Mr. Miller : I nave heard this urge<l as an objec-

tifjn heretofore, but I am satisfied that if the senator

iVum Mississippi knew the character and the history of

this gentleman, he would not even repeat that he had
luiird such {in insinuation. Sir, although this is a

liheral donation from an individual, the sum need not

alarm gentlemen about aftei- claims. These ships are

hut <nuill ships ; and it is necessan- tliat they should be
titnall in order that they may be effective. One of them
i-. 1 understand, 150 tons, and theotiierO<' tons. TJiey

iiave cost. T believe, .-^i.OOO (h)ll':irs. Now, when ve
tiiid this merchant devoting his property, not for the

purpose o** buiMing ships to convey merchandise to the

markets of the world ; when v-^, tind him retiring from
the ordinary course of commei 'ial pursuit in which all

the world is engaged, and dt ^oting a portion of his

fortune to the building of shipf^ that can be used for no
other purpose but in this voyag • of humanity, can it be
imagined that any thought of speculation on his part
could have iut1ueT:?ed his conduct? No, Sir. On th«

%i

1 i'
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contrary, it is a high and worthy motive ; and I tbiuk

it ought to receive the approbation of this and all other

intelligent Cliristian nations, to see a merchant, wlio,

while the commercial world are encomj^assing the

i!,lobe by sea and land in quest of protit and of gold, is

dedicating himself to his great object, and devotiiig a

part of his fortune to the cause of humanity, and olfur-

ing to government, not as a bounty, but because the

government, with all its means, has not the power and

the time to prepare vessels to do this work. That, Sir.

is the object.

" Now, if we do not accept these ships, there will ])e

an end of this expedition. Sir, shall it be said, tliat

this government has lost such an opportunity as this of

exlii biting the deep interest which our people feel both

in the cause of science and humanity, and that, too, iit

tlie very time when we are entering into treaties and com-

pacts with all the commercial nations of the world, fur

the purjioso of extending commerce and civilization,

and opening communications of tjade from sea to sea^

When the government is not only doing all by its own
power, but also acting in concert with our private citi-

zens in constructing rail-roads and canals, and by vari-

ous other modes extending commercial civilization

throughout the world, shall it be said that we, at thi.N

moment, refused, through the fear of losing a little

honor and glory and national dignity, to accept two

siiips — the only two ships in America that cau do tlu'

work— in the accomplishment of this great entorpri.«'!

1 hope not. Let. us not, then, ctu il and waste time

about these little matters. If the work is to be done

;it all it must be done now, and dune, as I conceive, by

r he adoption of this resolution.

Governor Skward sj)oke as follows in the Senate

on the same subject : — " I am happy to perceive, Mr.

President, indications all around the chamber that there

is no disagreement in regard to the importance, or in

relation to the propriety, of a search on the part of this

nation, ))y the government itself, or by individual citi*

zens. f(»]' tlie lost an<l heroic naviirator. Since so nuielt
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•B conceded, and since 1 come from the State whence
this proposition emanates, I desire to notice, in a very
tew words, the objections raised against tlie mode of

carrying the proposed design into eifect. It is always
the case, I think, when great objects and <»;reat enter-

prises which are feasible are hindered or defeated, that

they are hindered or defeated, not so much by want of

agreement concerning the measuies themselves, a'^ bv
diversity of opinion concerninLC the mode of can
tliem into execution, t^ince this is so generally the

case, the rule which I always adopt, and which seems
to be a safe one, is, that where I cannot have my own
way of obtaining a great public object, I will accejDt

the best other way which o})ens before me. Now, I

cordially agree with those honorable Senators who
would have preferred that at some apjjropriute time,

and in some proper and unobjectionable manner, the

government should have moved for the attainment of

this object, as a government, and have made it exclu-

sively the act of the nation. And I would have pre-

ferred this, not so much on account of the glory that it

is supposed would have followed it, as because of the

beneficence of the enterprise. Enterprises which
6])ring from a desire of glory are very apt to end in

disappointment. True national glory is always safely

attained by prosecuting beneficent designs, whatever
may be their success. I say. Sir, then, that 1 would
have preferred the alternative suggested ; 1 the fact

is, without stopping to inquire wliere the fault lies, or

whether there be fault at all, the government has not

moved, and the reason which has been assigned is, I

have no doubt, the true one. I do not know that it

has ever been contradicted or called in questior* ; iun,t

reason is, that the Navy of the United States contains

no vessels adapted to the enterprise, but consists of

ships constructed and fitted for very different objects

ana purposes than an exploi'ing expedition amid the

ice-bound seas ot the arctic pole. Our naval marine
consists of vessels adapted to the purposes of convoys,
military armament, and the suppression of the elavd-

(
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trade on the coast of Africa. The executive portions

of the government failed for want of vessels suitable

to be employed iu this particular service. It therefore

devolved upon the Legislature of the United States.

But, although we have been here now nearly five

months, no Committee of either House, no member (»f

either House of Congress has ])ro))osed to equip a na-

tional fleet for this ]>ur])()rte. While this tact exists on

one side, it is to be remarked on the other, that the

time has arrived in which the movement must be made
if it is to be made ul all, and also that a careful inves-

tigation, made by scientific and practical men, has re-

vived the hope in Europe and America that the) imane
object can be attained. There can, then, be no delay

allowed for considering whether the manner for carry-

ing the design into effect could not be changed. Let

us, then, practically sur -ey the case as it comes before

us. The government of the United States has really

no vessels adapted to the purpose. To say nothing of

the expense, the government has not time to provide,

prepare, or equip vessels for the expedition. Under
such circumstances, a citizen of the United States

tenders to the government vessels of his own, precieely

adequate in number, and exactly fitted in construction

and equipment, for the ])erformance of the duty to he

assumed. Since he offers them to the government,
what reason can we assign for refusing them ? No
reason can be assigned, except that he is too generous,

and offers to give us the use of the vessels instead of

demanding compensation for it. Well, Sir, if we do

accept them it can be immediately carried into execu-

tion, with a cheering prospect of attaining the great

object which the United States and the civilized world

have such deep interest in securing. Then the ques-

tion resolves itself into this— the question raised by

the honorable Senator from Alabama (Mr. King)—
whether, in seeking so beneficent an object, it is con-

sistent with the dignity of the nation to combine indi-

vidual action with a national enterprise. I do not

'hink. Mr. President, that that honorable Senator will
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find himself obliged to insist upon this objectiDn after

he shall have carefully examined the bill before us

He will lino that it converts the undertaking into a

national enterprise. The vessels are to be accepted
not as individual property, but as national vessels.

They will absolutely cease to be under the direction,

management, or control of the owners, and will become
at once national ships, and fur the time, at least, and
for all the purposes of the expedition, a part of the

national marine.

"Now, Sir, have we not postal arrangements with

various foreign countries carried into eftect in the same
wa^, and is the dignity of the nation compromised by
iliem ? During the war with Mexico, the government
continually hired ships and steamboats from citizens for

military operations. Is the glory of that war tarnished

uy the use of those means ? The government in this

case, as in those cases, is in no sense a partner. It

assumes the whole control of the vessels, and the enter-

prise becomes a national one. The only circumstance
remaining to be considered is, whether the government
can accept the loan of the service of the vessels without

making compensation. Now, Sir, I should not have had
the least objection, and, indeed, it would have been

more agreeable to me if the government could have
made an arrangement to have paid a compensation.

l)Ut I hold it to be quite unnecessary in the present

f;ise because the character of the person who tenders

these vessels, and the circumstances and manner of the

whole transaction, show that it is not a speculation.

No compensation is wanted. It would only be a cere-

mony on the part of the government to offer it, and a

ceremony on the part of the merchant to decline it. I

iun. therefore, willing to march directly to the object,

and to assume that these ceremonies have been duly

jHTtbrmed, that the government has offered to pay, and
tlie noble-spirited merchant declined to receive.

"Now, then, is there any thing derogatory from the

<lignity and independence of this nation in employing
the vessels? Certainly not, since that employment is

rl-

{'.I '

i



rUOGUivSS UK AUGTIG DISCOVERY'.

indispensable. If it wore not indispensable 1 do not

think that the dignity of the Repnblic wonld be iin-

aired ; I think, on the contrary, that it wonld 1x3 011-

[lanced and elevated. It is a tn^nsaction worthy of the

nation, a spectacle deserving the contemplation and

respect of mankind, to see that not only does tlie nation

prosecute, but tliat it has citizens able and willing td

contribute, voluntarily and witliout compulsion, to an

enterprise so interesting to the cause of science and of

humanity. It is indeed a new and distinct cause for

national pride, that an individual citizen, not a mercha'it

prince, as he would bo called in some other countries,

but a republican merchant, conies forward in this wav
and moves the government and co-operates with it. ft

illustrates the magnanimity of the nation and of tlio

citizen. Sir, there is nothing objectionable in this fea-

ture of the transaction. It results from the character

of the government, which is essentially popular, that

there are perpetual debates on the question how tar

measures and enterprises, for the purposes of humanity
and science, are consistent with the constitutional or-

ganization of the government, although they are ad-

mitted to be eminently compatible with the dignity,

chara ;ter, and intelligence of the nation. All our en-

terprises, more or less, are carried into execution, if

they are carri(jd into execution at all, not by the direct

action of the government, but by the icuding of its

favor, countenance, and aid to individuals, to corpora-

tions, and to States. Thus it is that we construct rail-

roads and canals, and found colleges and universities.

" Nor is this mode of prosecuting enterprises of great

pith and moment peculiar to this government. There

w:is a navigator who went forth from a port in Spain,

some three or four hundred years ago, on an enterpris"

quite as doubtful and quite as perilous as this. AIKt
trying unsuccessfully several States, he was forced to bo

content with the sanction, and little more than the sana-

tion and patronage of the Court of Madrid. The scanty

freasuio'i devoted to that undortnkino were the ]>rivato

coiitrib iti»ns of a Queen and Ik r subjects, and the vei*



\ DKHATK IN C«»N({KKSH. *i>40

Bcls we^'C tittcd out und iniiiined at the expense of mer
cliuiits ,:ind citizejis, which gave a new world to tlie

kinardo-n of Castile and Leon.
" Entja-taining these views now, whatever my oi)inic»n

might ]lfj\\{i been under other circumstances, I shall vott!

against^ a reconnnittal, and in favt>r of tl i bill, as the

surest -j-vay of preventing its defeat, and cf attaining tiie

Hublin-^e and benelicent object which it contemplates.'"

Thc+committee of botli tlouses of (>»n;^ress, to whom
Mr. G.l'innell's petition for men and suy)j)lies was re-

ferred, made a unanimous report in favor; and tiie

vessels i.eft on tlieir daring and generous errand.

The following are tlie joint resolutions wliich passed

hotli Iloijises of Congress and were ap})roved by Gen-
eral TayJor, autliorizing the President of the United

States to. accept and atiach to the U. S. Navy the two
vessels, oftcred by Mr. (irinnell, to be sent to the arctic

eeas in so',arch of Sir John Franklin and liiscom])anions:
" Resjjlved by the Senate and House of Rei)resent-

atives cdf the United States of America in Cono-ress

iissembh.^d, That the President be, and he is hereby
authori>xjd and oirected, to receive from Uenry Grinnell,

of the city "f New York, the two vessels prepared l)y

him for s>n expedition in search of Sir Jolm Franklin
and his '.'ompanions, and to detail from the Navy sucli

connnissioned and warrant officers, and so many sea-

men as niay be necessary for said expedition, and who
may "

. ,/dling to engage therein. The said officers

and inen shall bo furnished with suitable rations, at the

discretion of the President, for a pei-iod not exceeding
three years, and shall have the nso of such necessary
instruments as are now on hand and can be spared from
the Navy, to be acconnted for oi* returned by the offi-

cers who shall receive the same.
"Sec. 2. Be it further resolved, That the said vessels,

officers, and men shall be in all respects nnder the laws
and regulations of the Navy of the United States until

tlieir return, when the said vessels shall be delivered

to the said Plenry Grinnell : Provided, That the United
States shall not be liable to any claim for compensation

1

'
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in case of tlio loss, daiiiageor deteriomtion of^ the Hiiid

vessels, or eitlier of them, from any cause dk in aiiv

manner whatever, nor he liable to any demaiAl for tlTo

use or risk of the said vessels or either of thtfcii."

Directly the fact became known that the X>'''^6i'if'''^n

government had nol)ly come forward to aid in t'Le search

which was being so strennonsly made, the different

learned societies of the inetropohs vied with eabh other

in testifying the estimation in which this noble conduct

was held.
;

At the annual nu'ctiiig of the Royal Society, on tho

7th of June, i.;)on t!ii' motion of Sir Charles, Lennox,
seconded by t'le !ate j\I:ir«|uis of Nortliamptpn, a veto

of thanks was carried with the utmost enthu^^iasm, ex-

})re88ive of the gratitude of the Society to the'Americnn
government, and of tiieir deep sense of the kind and

brotherly feeling whicli iuid proi>ij)te(l so libcr/al hm act

of humanity. A similar vote was carried, oji the litli

of June, at a gen(!i'a] uieeting of the Koyal vfTCOgrapli-

ical Society, (of which Sir John Franklin wat^ long one

of the vice-presidents.)
;

The American expedition consists of two bi;igantines

— now enrolled in the United States Navy— the Ad-
vance, of 144 tons, and the Rescue, 1)1 tor<s. These;

vessels have been jirovided and fitted out by the gener-

ous munificence of Mr. Ueni'v Grinnell, a merchant of

N"ew York, at an exj>ense to ln"m of between S'OOO'. and

6000/. The American government also did n'lucli to-

ward fitting and e(pii])ping tliem. The Adva.vice was

f,wo years old, and the Rescue quite new. Both 'vessels

were strengthened in every part, and put in the mo^^t

complete order for the service in whicli tliey were to Ixf

enmiged. Thev are under the command of Lieutenant

Edwa.d S. De flaven, who was employed in Coni-

ma"';er Wilkes' ex])edition in 1843 ; Mr.'^S. P. Griffin.

acting master, has charge of ,the Rescue. The other

oflicers of the expedition are Messrs. W. II. Murdaugli,

acting-master ; T. W. Broadhead, ..nd R, R. Carter,

passed midshipmen ; Dr. E. K. Kane, passed assistant-

surgeon ; Mr. Benjamin Finland, assiste' .-surgeon ; W
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S. Lovell, midsliipTnan ; JT. T^rookp, ^oat8wain ; and t

complement of thirty-six seamen in the two vessels —
the crew of the Advance consisting of fifteen men, and
the Kescue thirteen men. The vessels left New York
on the 25tli of ^fay, 1850. Their proposed destinati(^n

is through Barrow's Strait, westward to Cape Walkei,
and ronnd Mdville Islaml. They were provisioned for

three years.

"Whatever may be the refjult of this expedition, as

connected witli tlie fate of the gallant Sir John Frank-
lin, it is one which reflects the highest honor upon the

j)hilanthropic individuiii who projected it, and npon the

officers and men engaged tlierein.

A dispatch has been i-eceived from Lieutenant De
Haven, dated off F^'opold Island. Angnst 22d, which
reports the yjrogress of the expedition thns tar. The
Advance, in company with her consort, the Kescue,

sailed from the Whale P'ish Islands on the 29th of June;
after many delays and ol)structions from calms, stream
ice, and tlie main pack, they forced a passage throngii

it for a considerable distance, but at last got wedged up
in the pack immovably until the 29th of July, when
by a sudden movement of the fioes, an opening pre-

sented itself, and under a press of sail the vessels forced

their way into clear water. They encountered a heavy
gale, which, with a thick fog, made their situation very

dangerous, the huge masses of ice being driven along
hy tne strength of the wind and current with great

fury. By the aid of wai-ping in calm weather, the}

reached Cape Vorke on the 15th of August, and a little

to the eastward met with two Esquimaux, but could not

understand much from them. Between Cape Yorke
and Cape Dudley Diggs, while delayed by calms, being
in open water, they hauled the ships into the shore at

the Crimson Cliffs of Beverley, (so named from the red

snow on them,) and filled their water casks from a
mountain stream.

On the 18th, with a fair wind, they shaped their course
for the western side of Baffin's Bay, and met the pack in

streams and very loose, which they cleared entirely by
22 O

i.
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the following daj— getting into the north waters, where*

they tell in with Captain Penny's two vessels, wlm-li

liuving been nnsuccesst'iil in their efforts to enter .Foiu's'

Soinui, were now taking the same course up Lancui^fcr

Sound. On the 19th, in a violent gale, the Advjnuc
])arted comj)any with the Rescue. On the inorning of

the 21st of August, the fog cleared, and J.ieutenant Do
Haven found he was off Cape Crawford, on the soutli

ern shore of the Sound. Here he fell in with the Felix

ochooner, under Captain Sir John Koss, from whom lu

l(>!inied tliat (commodore Austin was at Pond's Bay wiih

two of his vessels, seeking for infonmition, while tlic

other two had been disj)atched to examine the n<»iil;

shore of the Sound. Lieutenant T)e Haven proposed

proceeding on from Port Leopold to Wellington Cluui

nel, the appointed place of rendezvous with nis consort.

CAm'AiN Forsyth's Rkmarkaei.e Voyage in the
" Prince Albert."

In April, 1850, a lu'anch ex[)edition to aid those ves-

sels sent out by the government was determined on by

Lady Franklin, vho contributed largely toward its out

fit ; a considerable sum being also raised by public:

subscription. The expenses of this expedition wero

nearly 4000/., of which 2500/. were contributed by Latl

y

Franklin herself The object of this expedition was

the providing for the search of d portion of the Airii*'

Sea, which it was distinctly understood could not l»e

executed by the vessels under Captain Austin ; but tlie

importance of which had been set foi-th, by arctic and

other authorities, in documents printed in the Parlia-

mentary Papers.

The un[)rovided portion alluded to, includes Eegcnt

Inlet, and the passages connecting it with the westei-ii

Bea, James Koss's Strait, and other localities, S. W. of

Cape Walker, to which quarter Sir John Franklin was

required by his instructions to proceed in the fii-st in-

stance. This search is assumed to be necessary on the

following grounds :
—
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1. The probability of Sir Joiin Franklin liaving

al)andoned his vessels to the S. W. of Cape Walker.
2. The fact that, in his charts, aa open passage is

l;ii(i down from the wes'i into the south part of Regent
[nlet.

3. Sir John Kranklin would be more likely to take

this course through a country known to possess the re-

S(»urce8 of anirnnl lite, with the wreck of the Victory

ill Felix Ilsirbor for fuel, and tlie stores of Fury Beach
farther north in view, than to fall upon an utterly barren

region of the north coast of America.
4. He would be more likelv to expect succor to bo

sent to him by way of Lancaster Sound and Barrow's
Strait, into which Regent Inlet opens, than in any
other direction.

In corroboration of the necessity of this part of the

search, I would refer generally to the Parliamentary
papers of 1848-9 and 50. As an individual opinion, I

may quote the words of Captain Beechey, p. 31 of the

iirst series. " If, in this condition," (that of being
hopelessly blocked up to the S. AV. of Cape Walker,)
"which I trust may noi be the case. Sir John Franklin
should resolve upon takiiig to his boats, he would prefer

attempting a boat navigation through Sir James Ilobs's

Strait, and up Regent Inlet, to a long land journey
across the continent to the Hudson Bay Settlements,
to which the greater part of his crew would be wholly
unequal." And again, in his letter to the Secretary
of the Admiralty, 7th of February, 1850, Captain
Beechey writes, " * * * * the bottom of Regent Inlet,

about the Pelly Islands, should not be left unexamiucd.
In the memorandum submitted to their Lordships, 17th
of January, 1849, this quarter was considei'cd of im-

})<>rtance, and I am still of opinion that had Sir John
Franklin abandoned his vessels near the coast of

America, and much short of the Mackenzie River, he
Would have preferred the })robability of retaining the
use of his boats until he found relief in Barrow's Strait,

to risking an overland jonrjiey via the before-men-
tioned river; and it must bt; remembered that at tha

I
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Mine 1)0 BAilcd, Sli- Geori^e Back's discovery bad r«u

dtM'ed it very probable that Boothia was an island.

The memoriinduni ulludod to In- Captain Beechev
as having been 8ul)niitted to the Lords of the Admi-
ralty on the 17th of January, 1849, was, the oxprebsiun

of the linaniinous opinion of the arctic officers assem-

bled by conunand of the Admiralty to deliberate upon
the best means to be taken for the relief of the micjKin^

expedition ; and in this ri;ju>rt, clause 14 is expressly

devoted to the recommendation of the search of Kegent
Inlet.

The necessity for the proposed 8ear?h may be thus

furtlier develoi)ed. Sir John Franklin may have aban-

doned his ships, wiicn his provisions were nearly ex-

hausted somewhci'e about the latitude of 78° N., Ioii«i;

105" W. ; in short, at any ])ointS. W. of Cape Walkei',

not further W. than long. 110°. And in such case,

rather than return north, (which might be indeed im-

practicable) or moving south upon the American Con-

tinent, of which (upon the coast,) the utter barrenness

was already well known to liim, lie mi£-ht ])rcfer u

southeastern course, with a view of passing in his boats,

either through James Ross's, or througii Simpiion's

Straits, into the Gulf of Boothia, and so up into Regent
Inlet to the house and stores left at Fury i^each, the

only depot of provisions known to him. The advantages
yf such a course might appear to him very great.

1. Two open passages being laid down in his charts

into Regent Tnlet, by James Ross's Strait, and by Sirn))-

son's Strait, a means of boat transport for his party

would be afforded, of which alone perhaps their ex-

hausted strength and resources might admit; snch u

course would obviously recommend itself to a com-

mander who had experienced the frightful difficulties

of a land journey in those regions.

2. The proposed course would lead tlirough a part,

the Isthmus of Boothia, in which animal life is known
at some seasons to abound.

3. The Esquimaux who have been found on the

Isthmus of Boothia arc extremely well disposed niu!

friendly.
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4. It iB the direct route toward the habitual veurlv

resort of the whalers on the west coast of Baffin's lifCy

aud Davis* Strait ; indeed those ships occasionally de-

scend Kegeut Inlei to a considerable distance south.

ft. There are two persona attached to the expedition
who are well acquainted with this region ana its re

sources viz., Mr. Blanky, ice master, and Mr. Mac
Donald, assistant surgeon, of tiie Terror. The forme
was with Sir .fohn lioss in the Victory. The lattei

lias made several voyages in whaling vessels and is

acquainted with the parts lying between Regent Inlet

and Davis' Strait. Where so tew among the crews of

the missing Bhi})s have had any local experience, the

concurrent knowledge of two persons would have
considerable weight.

6. Opinions are very greatly divided as to the part

m whicli Sir John Franklin's party may have been ar-

rested, and as to the course they may have taken in

consequence. It would be therefore manifestly unfair,

and most dangerous, to reason out and magnify any one
hypothesis at the expense of the others. The plan here

alluded to sought to provide for the probability of the

Expedition having been stopped shortly after passing to

the southwest of Cape Walker. The very open season

of 1845 was followed by yean of unusual severity until

1849. It is therefore very possible that retreat as well

as onward progress has been impossible— that safety

alone has become their last object. The hope of rescu-

ing them in their last extremity depends, then, (as far

as human means can insure it,) on the nmltiplying of

simultaneous eiforts in every direction. Captain Aus-
tin's vessels will, if moving in pairs, take two most ini-

jtortant sections only, of the general search, and will

rind they have enough to do to reach their several points

of operation this season.
'

The necessity for this search was greatly enhanced
oy the intelligence received about this time in England
of the arrival of Mr. Eae and Commander PuUen at

the Mackenzie River, thus establishing the fact, that

Sir John Franklin's ])arty had not reached any part of

I---1I
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the coast between Behring's Strait and the Coppermine
River, while the check which Mr. Rae received in

his course to the north of the Coppermine, tonded to

give increased importarxce to the quarter eiatward of

that position.

Commander Charles Codrington Forsyth, R. N., an

enterprising young officer, who had not long previously

been prom.oted in consequence of his arduous services

in surveying on the Australian, African, and Amerioar.

shores, and who liad rendered good service to the gov
ernment by landing supplies on the east coast of Africa,

under circumstances of great difficulty during the Kalir

war, had volunteered unsuccessfully for all the govern-

ment expeditions, but was permitted by the Admiralty
to command this private branch expedition, in winch

he embarked without fee or re»vard— on the noble and
honorable mission of endeavoring to relieve his long-

imprisoned brother officers.

The Prince Albert, a small clipper vessel of about

ninety tons, originally built by Messrs. White, of Cowes,
in October, 1848, for the fruit trade, was accordingly

hastily fitted out auu dispatched from Aberdeen, and

Captain Forsyth was instructed to winter, if possible^

in Brentford Bay, in Regent Inlet, and thence send

parties to explore the opposite side of the isthmus and

the various shores and bays of the Inlet She had a

crew of twenty^ W. Kay and W. Wilson acting as first

and second mates, and Mr. W. P. Snow as clerk. She

sailed on the 5th of June, and was consequently the

last vessel that left, and yet is the first that has reached

liome, having also brought some account of the track

of Franklin's expedition.

The Prince Albert arrived off Cape P'arewell, July

2d, entered the ice on the 19th, and on the 2l8t, came
up with Sir John Ross in a labyrinth of ice. She pro-

ceeded up Lancaster Sound and Barrow's Strait, fell in

with most of thv; English ships in those seas, and also

with the American brig Advance, sailing some time in

company, and attempted to en'ier RegentJnlet and Wol
lintjton Cliannol. She loft tlit Advance agrouii<l ur.v

%\
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Cape Kiley, at the entrance of Wellin^toL Channel,
though not in u situation supposed to ne dangerous.
Commander Forsytli, in liis ofticial letter to the Lords
of the Admiralty, says tliat " traces of the missing ex-

pedition under Sir John Fninklin had been found at

Cape Riley and Beechey Island, at the entrance to the

Wellington Channel. AVe observed five places where
tents had been pitched, or stones placed {is if they had
licen used for keeping tiie lower part of tlie tents down,
also great quantities of beef, pork, and birds' bones, a

j)iece of rope, with the Woolwich naval mark on it,

(yellow,) part of which I have inclosed." Having en-

tered Wellington Channel, and examined the coast as

lar as Point iimis, and linding no further traces of the

missing vessels, and it being imj^raciicable to penetrate

further to the west. Commander Forsyth returned to Re
gont Inlet, but meeting no opening there, the season

ocing near aL hand when the ice Ixigins to form, and
iiis vessel not of a strengtli which vrould enable it to

resist a heavy pressure of ice, he determined on return-

ing without further delay to England, after examining
ii numbei' of pointi? nlong the coast.

On the 25th oi August, a signal staft' being observed

oil shore at Cape Riley, Mr. Snow was sent by Captain
Forsyth to examine it. lie found that the /.ssistance,

Captain Ommaney, had been there two days before, and
had left the fo^U)wing notice :

—

" This ib to certify that Captain Ommaney, with the

utii((n's of her Majesty's ships Assistance and Intrepid,

hmci d upon Cape Riley on the 23d August, 1860, where
ae foi.nd traces of encampments, and collected the re-

mains >f materials, which evidently proved that some
party belonging to her Majesty's ships had been de-

tained on that spot. Beechey Island was also examined,
wliere traces were found of the pame party. This is

also to give notice that a supply of provisions and fuel

^« at Cape Riley. Since 15th August, they have ex
aniined the north shore of Lancaster Sound and Bar-
tow's Strait, without meeting with any other traces.

Cu|»tain Omnuiney proceeds to Cape Hotham and Cap9

1 f
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Walker in search of further traces of Sir John Frank-

lin's expedition. Dated on board her Majesty's ship

Assistance, off Cape Riley, the 23d August, 1850."

The seamen who were dispatched from the Assistance

to examine these remains, found a rope with the naval

mark, evidendy belonging to a vessel which had been

litted out at Wooiwich, and which, in all probability,

was either the Erebus or the Terror. Other indications

were also noticed, which showed that some vessel liad

visited the place besides the Assistance. Captain Fui

syth left a notice that the Prince Albert had called off

Cuj)e Kiley on the 25th of August, and then bore up

to the eastward. Captain Forsyth landed at Posses-

sion Bay on the 29th August, but nothing was found

there to repay the search instituted.

The Prince Albert arrived at Aberdeen, on the 22(1

of October, after a quick passage, having been absent

something less than four months.
Captain Forsyth proceeded to London by the mail

train, taking with him, for the information of the Ad-

mi i-alty, the several bones, (beef, pork, &c.,) which were

found on Cape Riley, together with a piece of rope of

about a foot and a half in length, and a small piece o\'

canvas with the Queen's mark upon it, both in an ex

cellent state of preservation
;
placing it almost beyond

a doubt that they were left on that spot by the expedi

•>on under Sir John Franklin.

Ja}itain Forsyth, during his short trip, explored re-

syions wliich Sir James Ross was unable to reach the

j)revious year. He was at Wellington Channel, and

penetrated to Fury Beach, where Sir E. Parry al)an-

doned his vessel, (the Fury,) in 1825, after she md
taken the ground. It is situated in about 72° 40' N.

latitude, and 91" 50' W. longitude. This is a point

vhich has not been reached by any vessel for twenty

years past. It was found, however, utterly impossible

to land there on account of the packed ice. The whole

of the coasts of Baffin's Bay have also nov been visited

without result.

The intelligence which Capt Forsyth brought home
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hae, as a matter of course, excited the most iutouse in-

terest in naval circles, and among the friends and rela-

tives of the parties absent in the Erebus and Terror,

the more so masmuch as it has been ascertained at

Chatham Dockyard that the rope which Captain For-

syth tbund on the spot when he visited it, and copied

Capt. Ommaney's notice, is proved by its yellow mark
to have been manufactured there, and certainly si net-

1824 ; and moreover, from inquiries instituted, very

strong evidence has been elicited in favor of the belief

that the rope was made between the years 1841 an<l

1849. That the trail of the Franklin expedition, oi

some detachment of it, has been struck, there cannot

be the slightest doubt in the mind of any one who has

read the dispatches and reports. That Captain Oni-

raaney felt satisfied on this score is evident from the

terms of the pajjer he left behind him. The squadron,

it appears, were in full cry upon the scent on the 25tb

of August, and we must wait patiently, but anxiously,

for the next accounts of the results of their indefatiga-

ble researches, which can hardlv reach us from Bar-

row's Strait before the autumn of 1851.

There can be no doubt now in the mind of any one,

that the Arctic Searching Expeditions have at length

come upon t/races^ if not the track of Sir John Frank-
lin. The accounts brought by Captain Forsyth must
have at least satisfied the most desponding that there

is still hope left— that the ships have not toundered in

Bafiin's Bay, at the outset of the voyage, nor been
crushed in the ice, and burned by a savage tribe of

Esquimaux, who had murdered the crew. That tlio

former might have happened, all must admit ; but to

tlie latter, few, we imagine, will give their apsont, not-

witiistanding the numerous cruel rumors promulgated
from time to time. It would be idle to dwell upon so

impossible an event. Where could this savage tribe

spring from ? Mr. Saunders describes the natives of

Wolstenholme Sound as the most miserable and hel]>

less of mortals. Thfij had no articles obtained fron*

Europeans ; and he was of opinion tliat tliei. wero tm
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settlements further north ; and if there were, doubtless

they would be even more impotent than these wretched

beings. That the ship micht have foundered all must
admit. The President did so with many a gallant soul

on board. The Avenger ran on the Sorelli, and 300

brave fellows, in an instant, met with a watery grave
;

and till the sea shall give up her dead, who can count

the thousands that lie oeneath the billows of the mio;lity

ocean ? We have now certain evidence that Franklin's

sliips did not founder— not, at least, in Baffin's Bay
and our own belief, (says a well-informed and compe
tent writer in the Morning Herald,) is that the pcnnaul

still floats in the northern breeze, amid eternal regions

of snow and ice.

The voyage performed by the Prince Albert has thus

been the means of keeping alive our hopes, and of in-

forming us, up to a certain point, of the progress of

the expeditions, and the situation of the different ships,

of which we might have been left in a state of utter

ignorance till the close of this year. Every thing con-

nected with the navigation of the arctic seas is a

cliaifce, coupled, of course, with skill ; and in looking

at this voyage performed by Lady Franklin's little

vessel, it must be obvious to every one that Captain

Forsyth has had the chance of an open season, and the

skill to make use of it.

" Live a thousand years," and we may never see such

another voyage performed. We have only to look at

all that have preceded. Parry, it is true, in one yenr

ran to Melville Island, and passing a winter, got bad:

to England the following season— and this is at present

the )ie ])lvs ultra of arctic navigation. Sir John Ross,

we know, went out in the Victory to Kegent Inlet, and

was frozen in for four years, and all the world gave

him up for lost— but "there's life in the old dog yet,"

as the song has it.

Sir James Ross was frozen in at Leopold Harbor,

and only got out, ai^c^ 'mssing a winter, to be carrio'l

away in a floe of ice into Baffin's Bay, which no huinar

skill could prevent
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Sir (loorgc Hack wns t'> make a summer's cruise to

Wager Inlet, and return to Kngland. The result every
one knows or may make himself acquainted with, by
reading the fearful voyage of the 'Terror,* an abstract of

which has already beiMi given. It would be superfluous to

enumerate all of the long series of polar voyages, but
it is not improbal)le that Captain Forsyth's voyage, per-

formed in the summer months of 1850, will be handed
down to posterity as one of the most remarkable, if not
the most remarkable, that has ever been accomi)lished in

the arctic seas—the expedition consisting of one solitary

small vessel.

The main object of the voyage, it is true, had not been
accomplished, but as all the harbors in Regent Inlet were
frozen up, and it was utterly impossible to cut through a

vast tract of ice, extending for perhaps four or five miles,

to get the ship to a secure anchorage, under these circum-
stances. Captain Forsyth had no alternative but to return,

and in doing so, he has, in the opinion of all the best-in-

formed officers, displayed great good sense and judgment
rather than remain frozen in at the Wellington Channel,
where he only went to reconnoiter, and where he had no
business whatever, his instructions being confined to

Reu' nt Inlet.

Addenda—Last Years of Ladv Jane Franklin—
Capt. Francis McClintock's search in the " Fox "

—Sir John Franklin's fate—His Death, June
iiTH, 1847.

Lady Jane Franklin, the second wife of Sir John Frank-
lin, to whose unwearied energy, devotion, and hopeful-

ness, when hope had sunk in all other hearts, we are in-

debted for the knowledge of the fate of her gallant hus-

band, was the daughter of John GrifTen, Esq., of Bedford
Place, London, and was married to Sir John Franklin in

November, 1826, English and American seamen, whalers
and scientists were equally and emulously stimulated by
her large rewards, her indefatigable voice and her pen, to

search for the missing Erebus and Terror, which were last

H:
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soon in July, 1845. In the course of eleven years from

1845 *° '^Sy* upwards of twenty separate expeditions, at

the cost of over $5,000,000 and hundreds of precious lives

went out to look for the missing crews. The fate of Sir

John and his men was only definitely ascertained in 1859,
by Capt. Francis McClinKxk. coniniander of the 'Fox,' a

liille vessel of 177 ions, formerly the pleasure yacht

of Sir Richard Sutton, wh'.ch was purchased, and
fitted out and furnished with a crew of 24 volunteers

by Lady Franklin in 1857. It 0'e\i appeared that Frank-

lin had died on the nth June, 1847, in the 62d year

of his age, fortunately before his sympathetic hean
had been lacerated by witnessing the a\^ful sufferings of

his men. Lady Franklin's interest in Arctic explorations

did not terminate with the discovery of her husband's fate
;

it never flagged up to her list illness and death in 1875.

The adventures and impoiiant discoveries of McClintock
and his crew, among which were the Esquimau Carl

Petersen, interpreter, the famous companion of Dr. Kane,
will be related in their proper place in this history.

I
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THE AMERICAN ARCTIC EXPEDITION. Wm

llIE FlRHT GkTNNKLL EXPEDITION IN TRK AdVANOE AND
Ekscde, rent out by Henky Grinnkll, Esq., under
coMMAi^D OF Lieutenant 1)k Haven, in the years
1850 AND 1851.

I> r

The safe return of the expedition sent out l)v IVIr

Henry Grinnell, an opulent nierclnint of New York city

in search of Sir John Franklin and his companions, is

an event of rnucli interest ; and the voyage, though not

resulting in the discovery of the long-absent mariners,

presents many considerations satisfactory to the parties

nnmediately concerned, and the American public in

general.

Mr. Griunell's expedition consisted of only two small

brigs, the Advance of 140 tons ; the Rescue of only 90

tons. The former had been engaged in the Havana
trade ; the latter was a new vessel built for the mer-
chant service. Both were strengthened for the arctic

voyage at a heavy cost. They were then placed under
the directions of our Navy Board, and subject to naval
regulations, as if in permanent service. The command
was given to Lieut. E. De Haven, a young naval officer

wlio accompanied the United States expk)ring expedi-

tion. The result has proved that a better choice could

not have been made. His <.>fficers consisted of Mr.
Murdoch, sailing-inaster ; Dr. E. K. Kane, surgeon and
naturalist ; and Mr. Lovell, midshipman. The Advance
liad a crew of twelve men when she sailed ; two of them
complaining of sickness, and expressing a desire to

return home, were left at the Danish settlement at Disco

Island, on the coast of Greenland.

The Expedition left New York on the 23d of May
1850, and was absent a little more than sixteen months
They passed the eastern extremity of Newfoundland

t>- :
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ten days after leaving Sandy Tlook, and then Ruilfd

east-northoust, directly for Cape Comfort, on the cosiHt

of Greenland. The weather was generally line, and
only a single accident occurred oii the voyage to that

country of frost and snow. Olf the coast of Lal)ra»loi

they met an iceherg making its way toward the tropics.

The night was very dark, and as the huge voyager had
lo " liglit out," the Advjince could not bo censured for

rimiiiiig foul. She was punished, however, hy the losss

of her jib-boom, as she ran against the iceberg at the

rate of seven or eii^ht knots an liour.

The voya^er« did not land at Cape Comfort, but

turning nortliward, sailed along the southwest coast of

Greenhmd, sometimes in the midst of broad acres <>f

broken ice, (particularly in I)a\is' Straits,) as far as

Whale Island. On the way the anniversary of our

national indei)endence occurred ; it was observed by

the soiinicn by " splicing the main-brace"— in other

Words, tli<*y were allowed an extra glass of grog on that

(lav.

Prom Whale Island, a boat, with two ofHccrs and
four ioaiiien, was sent to Disco Island, a distance of

about 2<> miles, to a Danish settlement tiiere, to procure

skin clothing and other articles necessary for use during

the rigors of a polar winter. The ofUcers were enter-

tained at the government house ; the seamen were com-

fortably lodged with the Escpiinuiux, sleeping in fur

bags at night. They returned to the ship the following

day, and the expedition proceeded on its vcyagc. When
passing the little Danish settlement of Uiicrnavick, thov

were boarded by natives for the first time. They wert^

i>ut in government whale-boats, hunting for ducks ai!<I

acals. These hardy children of the Arctic Circle were

a^t shy, for through the Danes, the English whalers,aijd

government expeditions, they had become acquainted
with men of other latitudes.

When th(; expedition reached Melville Bay, which,

on account of its fearful character, is also called the

T>pvWs IV/'p^ the voyagei's began to witness more of

i\u' grandcMir an« perils ni ai-(:tic .-•;;« US. Tfrl JCM"''"-- ') f
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all dimenBioiis came bearing down from the Polar seas,

like vast squadrons, and the roar of their rending came
over the waters like the booming of heavy broadsides

of contending navies. They also encountered immense
floes, with oiny narrow channels between, and at times

their situation was exceedingly perilous. On one occa-

sion, after heaving through fields of ice for five consecu

tive weeks, two immense floes, between which thej

were making their way, gradually approaclied eacl^

other, and for several hours they expected their tiny

vessels— tiny whci: compared with the mighty objects

around them— would be crushed. An immense calf

of ice, six or eight feet thick, slid under the Rescue,

lifting her almost " high and dry," and careening her

partially upon her beam ends. By means of ice-an-

chors, (large iron hooks,) they kept her from capsizing.

In this position they remained about sixty hours, when,
tvith saws and axes, they succeeded in relieving her.

The ice now opened a little, and they finally wurped
tlirough into clear water. While they were thus con-

fined, polar bears came around them in abundance,
greedy for prey, and the seamen indulged a little in the

perilous sports of the chase.

The open sea continued but a shoi*t time, when thev

again became entangled anu ng bergs, floes, and hum-
mocks, and encountered the i« ost fearful perils. Some-
times they anchored their vest-els to icebergs, and soma-
tiinea to Uues or masses of hummock. On one of the.ie

ix^casions, while the cook, an active Frenchman, was
njion a berg, making a place for an anchor, the mass of

ice Bj)]it l)eneath him, and he was dropped through the

javning fissure into the water, a distance of almost
thirty feet. Fortunately the masses, as is often the'

case, did not close uj) again, but floated apart, and the

poor cook was hauled on board more dead than a\ive,

from excessive fright. It was in this fearful region that

they first encountered pack-ice, and there they were
locked in from the 7th to the 23d of July. During that

time they were joined by tlie yacht Prince Alljirt, com-
manded by Captain Forsyth, of tlie Rt>yul Nav)', and
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together the throe vessels were anchored, for a while,

to an iimueiise ii(^ld of ice, in si^ht of the Devil'a

Thumb. That high, rocky peak, situated in latitude

74'^ 22', was about tliirty miles distant, and with the

dark hills adjacent, presented a strange aspect wliore

all was white and glittering. The pack and the hills

are masses of rock, with (jccr.j^ionally a lichen or a nio>^

growing upon their otherwIs(! naked surfaces. In tlio

midst of the vast ice-fiekl loomed up many lofty bei-g>,

all of thvim in motion— bIow and majestic motion.

From the Devil's Tliumb the American vessels pa- <&]

onward tiirough the pack towar<l Sabine's Islands, while

tlie Prince Albert es.-raycd to nuike a more we>^'terlv

course. They reached Cape York at the beginning of

August. Far across the ice, lana vvard, they discovered,

through their glasses, several men, apparently making
signals ; and for a while they reioicecf in the belief that

they saw a portion of Sir John Franklin^s companions,

Four men, (among whom was our sailor-artist.") weie

dispatched with a whale-boat to reconnoiter. They sooi:

discovered the uen to be Esquimaux, who, by signs.

professed grpiii: friendship, and endeavored to get tl;e

voyagers to accompany them to their homes l)eyoi)(l

the hills. They declined ; and as soon as they retui"ne<l

to the vessel, the expedition again pushed forward, and

made its way to Cape Dudley Digges, which they

reached on the 7th of August.
At Cape Dudleys Digges they were eharmod hv *he

sight of the Crimson (yliffs, spoken of by Captain Pii-iv

and other arctic navigators. These are loAv cliffs (•!

dark brown stone, covered with snow of a rich crim^<»ii

color. It was a magnificent sight in that cold regi"ii.

'to see 8Uv*-h an apparently warm object standing out in

bold relief against the dark blue back-groimd of a polar

sky. This was the most northern point to which the

expedition penetrated. Tlie whole coast which they

had passed from Disco to this cape is high, rugged, and

barren, only some of the low points, stretching into the

sea, bearing a species of dwarf Hb. Northeast from

the cape rise the Arctic Highlands, % an unknown alti-
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tilde ; and stretchinff away northward is the unexplored
Smith's Sound, filled with impenetrable ice.

From Cape Dudley Digges, the Advance and Res-

cue, beating against wind and tide in the midst of the

ice-fields, made Wolstenholme Sound, and then chang-

ing their course to the southwest, emerged from the

fields into the open waters of Lancaster Sound. Here,

on the i.8th of August, they encountered a tremendous
gale, which lasted about twenty-four hours. The two
vessels parted company during the storm, and remained
separate several aays. Across Lancaster Sound, the

Advance made her way tcv Barrow"'s Straits, and on the

22d discovered the Prince Albert on the southern shore

of the straits, near Leo})old I^^land, a mass of lofty,

precipitous rocks, dark and barren, and hooded and
(h-aped with snow. The weather was fine, and soon

the oflicers and crews of the two vessels met in friendly

greeting. Those of the Prince Albert were much as-

tonished, for they (beinjy towed by a steamer,) left the

Americans in Melville Bay on the 6th, pressing north-

ward througli the pack, and could not conceiv'e how
they so soon and safely penetrated it. Captain For-

sytii had attempted to reach a particular point, where
he intended to remain throu^-h the winter, but finding

the passage tliereto completely blocked up with ice, he
had resolved, on the very day when the Americans ap-

peared, to " 'bout ship," and return home. This fact,

and the disappointment felt by Mr. Snow, are mentioned
in our former article.

The two vessels remained together a day or two,

«hen they parted company, the Prince Albert to re-

rum home, and the Advance to make further explora-

tions. It was off* Leop)old Island, on the 22d of Au-
i,'ust, that the " mad Yankee " took the lead through the

vast masses of floating ice, so vividlv described by Mr.
Snow, and so graphically portrayed by the sailor-artist.

" The way was before them," says Mr. Snow, who stood

npon the deck of the Advance ;
" the stream of ice had

to be either gone through boldly, or a long detour made;
and, despite the heaviness of the stream, thsy piishfd

frr
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the vessel through in her proper course. Two or three

ehocks, as she came in contact witli some large pieces,

were unheeded ; and the moment tlie last block was
past the bow, the officer sung out, ' So : steady as she

goes on her course ;' and came atl as if nothing more
than ordinary sailing had been going on. I ou&erved

our own little bark nobly following in the American's
wake ; and as T afterward learned, she got through it

pretty well, though not without much doubt of the pro-

priety of keeping on in such procedure after the ' mad
Yankee,' as he was called by our -mate."

From Leryold J land the Advance ])roceeded to the

northwp ,;
, a o' dl tl

other ; -/^.';'U' mr-
as Li ,H,)ld 1 1 nd. -' :

t'lettir'* Hi • f '.^'' slu/rt:

beach. " .(!! Sj: : tr'

bergs and 'arge n:.?-.

influcM '0 J the hi .,

o'clock i; the afternoon

M, t

reached (^ape Riley, an
' regular and precipituto
'^^

.,y. Here a strong tide,

the Advance toward tlie

Around her were small

t floating ice, all under the

'^iji'i'eut. It was about two
!i 'u she struck. By diligent

hibor in removino' everv thino; from her deck to a small

floe, she was so lightened, that at four o'clock tlie next

morning she floated, and soon every thing was properly

replaced.

J^ear Cape Eiley the Americans feU in with a por

tion of an English Ex])edition, and there also tho

Rescue, left behind in the gale in Lancaster Souu'l.

overtook the Advance. There was Captain Pennv
with the Sophia and Lady Franklin; the veteran Sir

John Ross, with the Felix, and Commodore Austin,

with the Tlesohite .steamer. Together the navi^jratTs

oi both nations explored the coast at and near Can •

Riley, and on the f-^Tth they saw in a cove on the shiu*)

ofBeechey Island, or Beecliey Cape, on the earst side "t

the entrance to Wellington Channel, unmistakable evi

dence that Sir John Franklin and his companions were

there in April, 1846. There they found many articles

known to ])elong to the British N.avy, and some that

were the pr<»perty ^)f the Erebus and Terror, the ships

under tjjo cotn-i'amd of Sir John. There lav, bleaohad
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to the whiteness of the surrounding snow, a piece of

canvas, with the name of the Terror, marked upon it

with indestruc'ible charcoal. It was very faint, yet

perfectly legible. Near it was a
guide board, lying flat uj)()n its

lace, having been prostrated by
the wind. It had evidently been
used to direct exploring parties fo

the vessels, or rather, to the en-
campment on shore. Tlie board
was pine, thirteen inches in length
and six and a half in hreatlth, and
nailed to a boarding pike eight
feet in length. It is su])p(»8ed

that the sudden opening of the
ice, caused Sir John to depart
hastily, and in so doing, this pike
!ind its board were left behind.
They also found a lai-ge number
of tin canfsters,

such as are used
for packing meats
for a sea voyage; an
anvil block : rem-
nants of clothing,

which evinced, bv
!iumerous patches
!ui(l their thread-

hare character,that

they had been worn
as long as the own-
ers could keep them ANVIL BLOCK. GUIDK HoAKl)

• 'u ; the remains of an India Rubber glove, lined witi

wool ; some old sacks ; a cask, or tub, partly filled with

charcoal, and an unfinished rope-mat, which, like othei

tibrous fabrics, was bleached white.

But the mosi interesting, and at the same time most
melancholy traces of the navigators, weie three graves,

in a little sheltered cove, each with a board at the head,

liearing tiie name of th(^ sleeper below. These inscrii>

•v.
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tioim testify positively when Sir John and his compan
ions were there. The board at the head of the grave

on the left has the folk)wing inscription :

''Sacred to the memory of John ToFiRiNOTON, who
departed this life, January let, a d., 1846, en board

her Majesty's sliip Terror, aged '20 years."

On the center one— " Sacred to tlie memory of

John IIartnell, A. B., of her Majesty's ship Erebus;

died, January 4tl», 1846, aged 25 years. 'Thus saitli

the Lord of Hosts, Consider your ways ;' Ilaggai, chap,

i. 5, 7."

On tlie riglit— "Sacred to the memory ofW. Braine,

R. M., of her Majesty's sliip Erebus, who died April 3(1,

1846, aged 32 years. ' Choose you this day whom you

will serve :' Joshua, chap, xxiv., part of the 16th verse."

I ill

Wli

m

THREE GRAVES AT BKECHEY.

How much later than April 3d (the date upon the

ast-named head-board,) Sir John remained atBeechey,
oan not be determined. They saw evidences of h'u'

lijiviiig gone northward, for sledge tracks in that di

rection were visible. It is the opinion of Dr. Kane
thrtt, on the breaking up of the ice, in the spring, Sir

John passed northward with his ships through "Welling-

ton Channel, into the great Polar basin, and that lu;

did not return. This, too, is the o])inion of Captain

I'cnny, and he zealously urgiis the British govern nient

to so'id a jJowfrCiil scrow stt'Uint'i' to pass tliruugli tliu'
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channel, and explore the theoretically more hokfpitable

coasts beyond. This will doubtless be undertaken
another season, it being tlie opinions of Captains Parry,

Beechey, Sir John Ross, and others, expressed at a con-

t'erence with the board of Admiralty, in Septembei", that

the season was too far advanced to attempt it the pres-

ent year. Dr. Kane, in a letter to Mr. Urinnell, since

the return of the expedition, thus ex[)resses his opin-

the safety ut' Sir John and his com-ion concerning
panions. After saying, " I should think that he is

now to be sought for north and west of Cornwallis

Ishuid," he adds, " as to the chance of the destruction

of his party by the casualties of ice, the return of our

own party after something more tlian the usual share

of tiiem, is the only fact that I can add to what we
knew when we set out. The hazards from cold and
])rivation of food may be almost looked upon as sub-

ordinate. The snow-hut, the hre and light from the

nioBs-lamp fed with blubber, the seal, the narwhal, the

white whale, and occasionally abundant stores of mi-
gratory birds, would sustain vigorous life. The scurvy,

the worst visitation of explorers deprived of perma-
nent quarters, is more rare in the depths of a polar

winter, than in the milder weather of the moist sum
mer ; and our two little vessels encountered both
seasons without k sing a man."
Leaving Beechey Cape, our expedition forced its way

through the ice to Barrow's Inlet, where they narrowly
escaped being frozen in for the winter. They endeav-
ored to enter the Inlet, for the purpose of making it

their winter quarters, but were prevented by the mass
of })ack-ice at its entrance. It was on the 4:th of Sep-
tember, 1850, when they arrived there, and after re-

maining seven or eight days, they abandoned the

attempt to entor. On the right and left of the above
picture, are seen the dark rocks at the entrance of the

Inlet, and in the center of the frozen waters and the

range of hills beyond. There was much smooth ice

within the Inlet, and while the vessels lay anchored
to the " field." officers and crew exercised and amused

I
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themselves by skating. On the left of the Inlet, (in

(Heated by the dark conical object,) they discovered a

(Jairn, (a heap of stones with a cavity,) eight or ten

feet in height, which wus erected by Captain Ommaney
of the English Expedition then in the polar waters.

Within it he had placed two letters, for " Whom it

might concern." Commander De Haven also depos-

ited a letter there. It is believed to be the only post

office in the world, tree for the use of all nations. The
rocks, here, presented vast fissures made by the frost;

and at the foot of the cliff on the right that p-owert'ul

agent had cast down vayt heaps of debris.

From Barlow^s Inlet, our expedition moved slowly

westward, battling with the ice every rood of the way.

until they reached Griffin's Island, at about 96° west

longitude from Greenwich. This was attained on the

lltli, and was the extreme westing made by the expe-

dition. All beyond seemed impenetrable ice ; and,

despairing of making any further discoveries before the

v.'inter should set in, they resolved to return home,

rurning eastward, they hoped to reach Davis' Strait

by the southern route, before the cold and darkness

(!ame on ; but they were doomed to disappointment.

Near the entrance to Wellington Channel they became

completely locked in by hummock-ice, and soon found

iliemselves drifting with an irresistible tide up that

channel toward the pole.

Now began the most perilous adventures of the navi-

gators. The summer day was drawing to a close ; tlie

iliurnal visits of the pale sun were rapidly shortening,

luul soon the lon^ polar night, with all its darkness and

horrors, would fall upon them. Slowly they drifted in

those vast fields of ice, whither, or to what result, they

knew not. Locked in the moving yet compact mass

;

liable at every moment to be cruslied ; far away from

land ; the mercury sinking daily lower and lower from

the zero figure, toward the point where that metal

freezes, they felt small hope of ever reaching home again,

y^et they prepared for winter comforts and winter sportfi,

as cheerfully as if lying safe in Barlow's Inlet As thd
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rt inter udvaTiced, the crews of both the vcRseln went on
Ooard the larger one. They iinshinpefl the rudders of

each, to prevent their !>eing injured hy the ice, coven'd

tlie deck of the Advance with felt, prepared their stores,

an<l made arrangements for (>ndurin<r the lon«i^ winter,

now u[)on them. Physical and mental activity being

necessary for the })reservation of health, tlu^y daily ex-

ercised in the open air for several hours. They built

ice huts, hutited the huge white bears and the little polar

tuxes, and wlien the darkness of the winter night had
s])read over them they arranged in-door amusements
and employments.
Before the end of October, the sun made its appear-

ance for the last time, and the awful polar night

closed in. Early in Is^>vember tl*ey wholly abandoned
the Rescue, and both crews made the Advance their

pennanont winter home. The cold soon became in-

tense ; the mercury congealed, and the spirit thermonio
ter indicated 40° below zero ! Its average range was
30° to 35°. They had drifted helplessly up Wellington
Channel, almost to the latitude from whence Captain
Penny saw an open sea, and which all believe to bo
the great polar basin, where there is a more genial

clime than that which intervenes between the Arctic

Circle and the 75th degree. Here, when almost in

sight of the open ocean, that miglity polar tide, with

its vast masses of ice, suddenly ebbecf, and our little

vessels were carried i)ack as resistlessly as before,

through Barrow's Straits into Lancaster Sound! All

this while the immense fields of hummock-ice were
moving, and the vessels were in hourly danger of being
trushed and destroyed. At length, while drifting

through Barrow's Straits, the cono;ealed mass, as it

crushed together by ;he opposite shores, became more
compact, and the Advance was elevated almost seven
feet by the stern, and keeled two feet eight inches, star-

board. In this position she remained, with very little

alteration for five consecutive months ; for, soon after

entering Baffin's Bay in the midst of the winter, the
ice became frozen in one immense tract, covering mil
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lionfi of iicrcB, TIiuh tVo/A^n in, souu'timea more tlian h

himcliod inilea tVoni hind, they drit'tud alowly uluiig tiu!

BoiitliweKt coHHt of liatHiTs Bay, a ditttauco of more lliiin

a tliousaiid miles from Wellington Channel. For eleven

weeks that dreary night eontinued, and during tliul

time the disc of the sun was never seen abt»ve the hurl

'/Am. Vet nature was not wholly forbidding in aspict

Sometimes the Aurora Horealis would Hash uj) still

further northward ; and sometimes Aurura Parhelia —
mock suns and mock moons— would aj)pear in varicil

heauty in the sta; ry sky. Urilliant, too, were the noi tli-

ern constellations ; and when the real moon was at its

full, it made its stately circuit in the iieavens, without

descending below the horizon, and lighted up tin; vast

piles of ice with a pale luster, almost as great as the

morning twilights of more genial skies.

Around the vessels the crews built a wall of ice ; iiiid

ill ice huts they stowed away Iheir cordage and stuivs

to make room for exercise on the decks. They organ-

ized a theatrical company, and amused themselves and

the otHcers with comedy well performed. Behind tin;

pieces of hummock c^ach actor learned his part, and

bv nutans of calico thev transformed themselves inti>

female charactei-s, as occasion required. These dramas
wei*e acted on the deck of the Advance, sometin us

while the thermometer indicated 30° below zero, am
actors and audiences highlv enjoyed the fun. Thev

also went in parties during that long night, fully armed,

to hunt the polar bear, the grim monarch of the frozen

North, on which, occasions they often encountered })eril

ous adventures. They j^layed at foot-ball, and exercised

themselves in drawing sledget.^, heavily laden with pn^

visions. Five hours of each twenty-four, they thus exer

cised in the open air, and once a week each man washed
his whole body in cold snow water. Serious sicknesg

was consequently avoided, and the scurvy which at-

tacked them soon yielded to remedies.

Often during that fearful night, they expected the

disaster of having their ve.SL^el8 crushed. All through

November and December, before the ice became fast
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ilii-y slept ill tliuir clotlieH, witli knapsuckB on their

Itac'kj, and slcdgCH i \)ou the ice, laden with storeH, not

knowing at what nicnient the vessels nii;^ht he deniol-

ibiicd, and themselves forced to leave theuj, and make
tlieir way toward land. On the JStli of Decend)er, ant\

the 23d of Jannarv, they actually lowered their boats

iind stood upon the ice, for the crushin'; masses were

milking the tinjbers of the gallant vessel creak and ii's

(leeks to rise in the center. They were then ninety

niies from land, and hope hardly whispered an encour-

inrinif idea of life bein<j sustained. On the latter oeea-

„1sjijn, when oHicers and crew stootl upon the ice, with

tlie ropes of their provision sledges in their hands, :i

terrible snowMlrift came from the northeast, and intense

darkness shrouded them. Had the vessel then been

crushed, all must have perished. J>ut (iod, who ruled

the storm, also put forth Ilis protecting arm and save<l

them.

Early in February the northern horizon began to be

Btreaked with gorgeous twilight, the herald ot the ap-

proaching king of day ; and on the 18th the disc of

the sun first api)eared above the horizon. As its golden

rim rose above the glittering snow-drifts and pdes of

ice, three hearty cheers went up from those hardy mar
incrs, and they welcomed their deliverer from the

chains of frost as cordially as those of old who chanted,

"See ! the conquering hero comes,

Sound the triirnpi't, boat the druins."

Day after day it rose higher and higher, and while the

pallid faces of the voyagers, l)leached during that long

night, darkened by its beams, the vast masses of ice

began to yield to its fervid influences. The scurvy dis-

appeared, and from that time, until their arrival home,
not a man suifered from sickness. Aa they slowly

drifted through Davis' Straits, and the ice gave indica-

tions of breaking up, the voyagers made preparations

for sailing. The Rescue was re-occupied, (May 13th,

1851,) and her stone-post, which had been broken by
tlie ice in Barrow's Straits, was re])aired. To accom
plish Miis, they were obliged to dig away the ice whie).
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wo 8 from 12 to 14 feet thick around lier, as represented

in tlie enii,iavirg. They resliipi>efl their niclders
; re-

moved tlie felt covering^
;

])]aced tlieir stores on deck,

and ther> patiently awaitec! tlie disrii])tion of the ice

This event was very sndden and a]M»allinf>". It bef^ai'

to give way on the 5th of June, and in tlie space of

Iweiitv minutes the whole maj^s, as far as the eve could

reach, became one vast field of moving floes. On the

loth of June, they emerged into open -.vater, a littk

soutii of th(i Arctic Circle, in latitude 65° 30'. Tlu-v

immediately rejjaired to (lodhaven, on tlie coast of

Greenland, where they refitted, and, unappalled iy the

perils through which they h,id just ])assed, they on e

more turned their prows northwiird to encounter anew
the ice squadrons of Bafiin's Bay. Again tliey trav

ersed the ».oast of Greenland to about the T-'d de

gree, when they bore to the westward, and on the 7tlj

and 8th of July, passed tlie English whaling fleet neai

the Dutch Islands. Onward they i)res8ed tiiroui;})

the accumiilatin(; ice to Ballin's Island, v/here, on

the 11th, they we e joined l)y the Prince Albert, tlieii

out upon another cruise. They continued in com-

pany until the 3d of August, when the Albert de])arti'd

for the wcf-tward, determined to try the more south

ern passage. Here again our expedition encountered

vast fields of hummock-ice, and were subjected to tho

most imminent perils. Tlie floating ice, as if moved hy

adverse currents, tumbled in huge masses, and reanvj

upon the sides of the sturdy I'ttle vessels like monsters

of the deep intent upon destruction. These masses

broke in the ))ul\v:irks. and sometimes fell over M])on

fiK' decks with tciTJbh' force, like rocks rolled own- a

])lain by monntai" torrt'uts. Tjic noise was fearful ; so

deafening that the mariners could scai-cely hear each

other's voices. The sounds of these ndling masses, to-

irether with the i^ndini; of the icebei'irs floating near

and the vast noes, ])roduced a din like the discharge of

a thousa!ul ]>ieces of ordnaii'-e U]Hr,\ a field of battle

Finding the north and west 'dosed against fiiifh-i

progress, by imjienefrabh' ice, tlie brave De Haven w.h



•9

X

c
>

'J-

/

P"

7i

; >

-.*»



i '

^i s

tl

m^Vi

m\
m

i :t|

CI

ce

E

to

th

w

D
pi:

th

flu

ho



THK AMERICAN ARCTIC KXI'EDITION. IVJ3

Lalked, and turning his vessels lionieward, they came
out into an open sea, somewhat crippled, but not a

plank seriously started. During a storm off tlie banks
of Newfoundland, a thousand miles from New York,
the vessels parted company The Advance arrived

pjifely at the Navy Yaru at Brooklyn on the 30th of
September, and the Rescue joined her there a few days
afterward. Toward the close of October, the govern-

ment resigned the vessels into the hands of Mr. Grin-

nell, to be used in other service, but with the stipulation

that they are to be subject to the order of the Secretary

of the Navy in the spring, if required for another
ex])edition in search of Sir John Franklin.

We have thus given a very brief account of the prin-

cipal events of interest connected with the American
Arctic Expedition; afnll report of which, and detailed

narratives have been published. Aside from the suc-

cess which attended our little vessels in encountering the

perils of the p.olar seas, there are associations which must
iorever hallow the effort as one of the nol)lest exhibitions

(if the true glory of nations. The navies of America and
England have before met upon the ocean, but they met
tor deadly strife. Now, too, they met for strife, equally

ietermined, but not with each other. They met in the

holy cause of benevolence and human sympathy, to

i>attle with the elements beneath the Arctic Circle ; and
the chivalric heroism which the few stout hearts of the

two nations displayed in that terrible conflict, redounds
a tliousand-fold more to the glory of the actors, their

governments, and the race, than if four-score ships

witli ten thousand armed men had foui^ht for the mas
tery of each other upon the broad ocean, and battered

hulks and marred corpses had gone duwn to the coral

caves of the sea, a dreadful offering to the demon of

Discord. In the latter event, troops of widows and or-

phan children would have sent up a cry of wail ; now,
the heroes advanced manfully to rescue husl)apds and
fathers to restore them to their wives and children.

ITow glorious the thought! and how suggestive of the

heauty of that fast ai>])roaching day, wlien tha u'iti >^\m

.t?#i il
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hIjuII Rit duwn in peace as united children of ony

houseliold.

WiNTKii IN THE Arctic Ocean.

The following nanative, sliowing the way the wintei

of 1851-52 was j>a!^!^C'(l by those engaged in tlu' rcec-n

arctic exjx iition, is from the (.IKcial report made hv

Lieut. Di; liuven, the Conunander of the expedition

"On tlie morning of the 13th Sept., 1850, tlie wind
liaviutr inoderate<l suthciently, we got under wav, uiul

working our way tlii\»ugh some sti'eams of ice, arrived

in a few honi's at ' GriHith's ' Island, nnder the lee of

which we fonnd our consort nuide fast to the shoiv,

whei'e she liad taken shelter in the gale, her crew liuv-

ing suffered a good deal from the inclemency of tlio

wcatlier. In bringing to nnder the lee of the islaini,

she had the misfortune to spi-ing her I'udder, so that on

iuinin<j us, it was with much ditKcultv she could steer.

To insure her safety and more rapid ])rogi'o8S, she wiis

taken in tow by the Advance, when she bore u}) will;

a fine bi'ceze from the westward. Off Cape Marty
r,

we left the English squadron under Capt. Austin.

About ten miles further to the east, the two vessels nn-

der Capt. Penny, and that under iSir John Koss, wvyq

seen secured near the land. At 8 ]>, m.. we had ad-

vanced as far as Cape llotham. Thence as far as tiic

increasing darkness of the night enabled us to see, there

was nothing to obstruct our progress, except the 1»iiy

ice. This, with a good breeze, would not luive im

|»ededus much ; butunfortunately the wind, when it ww-

most re<juired, fjiiled us. The snow, with which liie

surface of the water "was covered, ra])idly cemented,

and formed a tenacious coat, through which it was ini-

piKSsible with all our app"'iances to force the vessels. At

8 p. M., they came to a dead stand, some ten inilc> u

the east of Barlow's Inlet.

''•The following day the wind hauled to the southward,

from which (pnuter it lasted till the 19th. During t!ii^

period the young 'ee was bi'tdven, its edges equeezed no
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like liammocks, and one floe overrun by auotbcr until

it all assumed the iij)|)eiirance of heavy ice. The ves-

eols received some iiuavy nips tVoni it, but tiiey with-

stood tbcm without injury. Whenever a i)ool of watei

made its appearance, every etiort was made to reach it,

in hopes that it would lead us into Beechey Island, or

punie other place where the vessel miij^ht be placed in

security ; for the winter sretin unusually early, and the

t>everity with which it connnenced, forbade all h(>j)e8

of our being able to return this season. I now became
anxious to attain a point in the ncii^hborhood, I'loiu

whence by means of land parties, in the spring, a goodly

extent of Wellington Chaimel might be examined.
"• In the mean time, under the mliuence of the south

wind, we were being set up the channel. On the IStlt

we were above Cape Bowden, the most northern ])oint

peen on this shore by Parry. The land on both shores

was seen much further, and ti'ended considerably to tiie

west of north. To account for this drift, the hxed ice

of Wellington Channel, wliich we had observed in ]>ass-

ing to the westward, must have been broken U]) and
driven to the southward by the heavy gale of the 12tli.

On the 19th the wind veered to the north, which gave
ns a southerly set, forcing us at the same time with the

western shore. This did not last long; for the next day
tlie wind hauled again to the sonth, and blew fresh,

bringmg the ice in upon us with much ]>res8nre. At
midnight it broke up all around ns, so that we had work
to maintain the Advance in a safe position, and keej)

her from being separated froc^ her consort, which was
inunovably tixed in the centc; of a huge floe.

"We continued to drift slowiy to the N. N. W., until

t!io 22d, when our jjrogress appeared to be arrested by

a enuill low island, which wa^ Jiscovered in that direc

fion, about seven miles distau A channel of three oi

four miles in width separated . i from Cornwallis Island

This latter island, trending H. W. from our ])osition,

terminated abruptly in an Ckjvated ca])e, to which I

have given the name of Mav.#»iHg, at\er a warm ]»er

snnal friend and ard<Mit pu])-^ /utei" of the ex]>edition

I V
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Between Comwallis Island and some distant high Ian

visible in the north, appeared a wide channel Tea<linj^

to the westward. A dark, misty-looking dond which

hung over it, (technically termed frost-smoke,) was in-

dicative of much open water in that direction. This

was the direction in which my instructions, referring to

the investigations of the National Observatory, conceiri

ing the winds and currents of tlie ocean, directed me to

look for open water. Nor was tlie open water the only

indication that presented itself in confirmation of tlii;^

theoretical conjecture as to a inildcr climate in that

direction. As we entered Wellington Channel, the

signs of animal life became more abundant, and Cap-

tam Penny, commander of one of the English expe-

ditions, who afterward penetrated on sleages much
toward the region of the ' frost-smoke,' much further

than it was possible for us to do in our vessels reported

that he actually arrived on the borders of this open sea.

"Thus, these admirably drawn instructions, deriving

arguuRMils from the enlarged and comprehensive sys-

tem of j^hysical research, not only pointed with em-
phasis to an unknown sea into which Franklin had
probably found his way, but directed me to search for

traces of his expedition in the very channel at the

entrance of which it is now ascertained he had passed

his first winter. The direction in which search with

most chances of success is now to be made for the

missing expedition, or for traces of it, is no doubt in

the direction which is so clearly pointed out in my in-

structions. To the channel which appeared to lead

into the open sea over which the cloud of ' frost-smoke

'

liung as a sign, I have given the name of Maury, afUr

the distinguished irentleman at the head of our National
Observatory, "^^ , theory with regard to ;ui open sea

to the north is likely to be realized through this chan-

nel. To the large mass of land visible between N. W,
to N. N. E., I gave the name of Grinnell, in honor of

the head and heart of the man in whose philanthropic

mind orie^inated the idea of this expedition, and \
who'=;e munificence it owes its existence.
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" To a ioiiuirkul)Ie j)e'uk bearing N. N. E. from us,

distant about tbity niiloH, wuh given the name of
Mount Franklin. An inlet or harbor immediately to

the north of ( 'ape Bowden was discovered by Mr.
Griffin in liis laiicl excursion from Point Innes, on the
27th of August, and has received tlie name of Griffin

Inlet. The small islan<l mentioned before was called

IVLurdaugh's Island, after the i.ctino- nuister of the Ad-
vanco. The eastern shore of Wellington Channel ap-

jieared to run parallel with the western, but it became
quite low, and being covered with snow, could not be
distinguished with certainty, so that its continuity with
the high land to the north was not ascertained. Some
small pools of open water appearing near us, an attempt
was made about fifty yards, but all oui- combined
efforts were of no avail in extricating the Kescue from
her icy cradle. A change of wind not only closed the

ice up again, but threatened to give a severe nip. We
imship|)ed her rudder and placed it out of harm's way.

" September 22d, was an uncomfortable day. The
wind was from N. E. with snow. From an early hour
in the morning, the floes began to be pressed together

witli so much force that their edge was thrown up in

immense ridges of rugge<l hummocks. The Advance
was heavily nipped between two floes, and the ice was
pih^d up so high above the rail on the starboard side

as to threaten to come on board and sink us with its

weight. All hands were occupied in keeping it out.

The pressure and commotion did not cease till near
midnight, when we were very glad to have a resj^ite

from our labors and fears. The next day we were
threatened with a siinilar scene, but it fortunately

ceased in a short time. For the remainder of Septem-
ber, and until the 4th of October, the vessels drifted

but little. The winds were very light, the thermometer
fell to minus 12, and ice formed over the pools in sight,

Bufficiently strong to travel upon. We were now
strongly impressed with the belief that the ice had be-

come fixed for the winter, and that we should be able

to send out traveling parties from the advanced position
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tor tlie examination of the lands to the northward
Stimulated by this fair prospect, another attempt war
made to reach the shore in order to establish a depo^

of provisions at or near Cape Manning, which would
materially facilitate the progress of our parties in th*»

spring ; but the ice was still found to be detached fron'

the shore, and a narrow lane of water cut us from it.

" During the interval of comparative quiet, prelimi

nary measures were taken for heating the Advance
and increasing her quarters, so as to accomodate tlip

officers and crew of both vessels. No stoves had aw

yet been used in either vessel ; indeed they could not

well be put up without placing a large quantity of stores

and fuel upon the ice. The attempt was made to do

this, but a sudden crack in the floe where it appeared
strongest, causing the loss of several tons of coal, con-

vinced us that it was not yet safe to do so. It was not

until the 20th of October, we got fires below. Ten
days later the housing cloth was put over, and the offi-

cers and crew of the Kescue ordered on board the Ad-
vance for the winter. Room was found on the deck of

the Rescue for many of the provisions removed frorn

the hold of this vessel. Still a large quantity had to

be placed on the ice. The absence of fire below had
caused much discomfort to all hands ever since the be-

ginning of September, not so much fi*om the low tem-

perature, as from the accumulation of moisture by
condensation, which congealed as the temperature de-

creased, and covered the wood work of our apartments
with ice. This dtate of things soon began to work its

effect upon the health of the crews. Several cases of

scurvy appeared among them, and notwithstanding the

indefatigable attention and active treatment resorted to

by the medical officers, it could not be eradicated— its

progress, however, was checked.

**A11 through October and November, we were drifted

to and fro by the changing wind, but never passing out

of "Wellington Channel. On the Ist of November, the

new ice had attained the thickness of 37 inches. Still,

frequent breaks would occur in it, often in fearfhl prox
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unity to tlie vesselfl. ITuiiunoekfl ccmHiefux^ of massive
granite-like blockH, would he thrown u[) to the heiij^lit

of twenty, and ev(;n tliirty feet. Thi^' action in the ici*

was accompanied with a variety of sounds inijH»ssil)h'

to be described, but when heard never failed to carry a

feeling of awe into the stoutest liearts. In the stillness

of an arctic night, they could be heard several miles,

and otten was the rest of all hands disturl)ed by them.
To guard against the wor,=<- that coidd happen to us--
rhe destruction of tlie vet. lOs — the boats were prepared
and sledges built. Thirty days' provisions were placed

in for all hands, together with tents and blanket bagft

for sleeping in. Piesides this, each man and officer ha<l

his knapsack containing an extra suit of clothes. These
were all ke])t in readiness for use at a moment's notice.

"For the sake of wholesoin(; exeicise, as well as to in-

ure the ]^eoj)le to ice ti-aveliiig, frequent excursions were
made with our laden sledges. The otKcers usually took

tlie lead at the drag ropes, and they, as well as the men
underwent the labor of surmounting the rugged hum
mocks, with great cheerfulness and y.va\. Notwith-
standing the low temperature, all hands usually returned

in a profuse perspiration. We had also other sources

of exercise and amusements, such as foot-ball, skating,

sliding, racing, with theatrical representations on holi-

days and national anniversaries. These amusements
were continued throughout the winter, and contributed

very materially to the cheerfulness and general good
'lealth of all hands. The drill had set us gradually to

the S. E., until we were about five miles to the S. W.
;>f Beechey Island. In this position we remained com-
paratively stationary about a week. We once raore

iK'gan to entertain a hope that we had become fixed for

the winter, but it proved a vain one, for on the last day
yf November a strong wind ti-om the westward set in,

with thick snowy weather. The wind created an im-

mediate movement in the ice. Several fractures took

place near us, and many heavy hummocks were thrown
up. The floe in which our vessels were imbedded, was
being rapidly encrociohed upon, so that we were in mo-
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UKPtury Kt'rti- of t.lio ice ln-cjikiiij; fnmi iii'oiind tliom,

,111(1 tliat, tlioy would he once uuwv. broken out and Id)

'o tlic! tc'iidcr iiiereics of the cmwhin^ floes.

"(.)n the following day (tlie l8t of Dccond)er) tlio

wcatlier cloarod off, aiul the few honrri of twi]i(;lit

wliich A'c had about noon, enabled us to o;et a ^linipso

of the land. As well as we could make it out, we ap-

peared to be ofi'Gascoiiijiic Irdet. We were now cleat

of Wellington Channel, and in the fair way of Lan-

caster Sound, to be set either uj) or down, at the mercy
of the ]>revailing winds and currents. We were not

lonjj left in doubt as to the direction we had to ]>ui-9ne.

The winds prevailed from the westward, and our diift

was steady and ra[;id toward the mouth of the Sound.

T\u) ])rospect before us was now any thijigbut cheering.

We were deprived of our last fond hope, that of he-

coming fixed in some position whence operations could

1)0 carried on by means <^f traveling parties iu the

spring. The vessels were fast being set out of tho

I'egion of search. Nor was this onr onl}^ source of un-

easiness. The line of our drift was from two to five

miles frotn the north shore, and whenever the moving
ice met with any of the caj)es or projecting points of

land, the obstruction would cause fractures in it, ex-

lending off to and far beyond us. Cajie Hurd was tlie

first and most ])rominent point— we were but two

miles from it on the 3d of December. Nearly all day

the ice was hoth seen and heard to be in constant mo-

tion at no great distance from us. In the evening a

crack on our floe took place not more than twenty-Hvo

yards ahead of the Advance. It opened in the course

of the evening to the width of 190 yards.
" No further disturbance to(dv place until noon of the

5th, when wc were somewhat startled by the familiar

and unmistakable souiui of the ice grinding against

the side of the shi]). Going on deck, I perceived that

another crack had taken ])lacc, passing along the lengdi

of the vessel. • It did not open more than a foot; this,

however, was sufficient to liberate the vessel, and she

rose several inclics luxldv, liavinp- become more buoy-
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up around her in niassivo liiiimnucks. On lior pniiipn

boingsounded,! wasgratilied toletirntliiitbhu remjiiiied

tight, notwith.stiinding the inmu'ime btruining ;i:iii

pressure she must iisive endured.
" During this period of trial, as well as in all Ibrnicr

and 8ubse(pient ones, I could not avoid being struck

with the eahnness and decision of the otKcers, as wi'll

as the Hubordinatioi. and good conduct of the men.
without an exception Kach one knew the imminencu'

of the peril that sun mukIlmI us, and was piej)ared to

abide it with a stout iieart. There was no noise, im

confusion. I did not detect, even in the monient wlicii

the destruotioii of the vessel seemed inevitable, a sin-

gle desponding look among the whole crew ; on the

contrary, each one seemed resolved to do his wlnde

duty, and every thing went on cheerily and bravolv.

For my own part, I had l)ecome (piite an invalid, sn

much so as to prevent my taking an active part in the

duties of the vessel as I had always done, or even fmiii

incurring the ex[tosure necessary to proper exercise.

However, I felt noapjjrehensions that the vessel would

not be properly taken care of, for I had perfect cunti-

deuce in one and all by whotn I was surrounded. 1

knew them to be e(iual to any emergency, but 1 felt

under special obligations to the gallant-commuuder
of the Rescue, for the etlicient aid he rendered me.

With the kindest consideration, and the most cheerful

alacrity, he volunteered to perform the executive duties

during the winter, and relieve me from every tliitig

that miffht tend in the least to retard mv recoverv.

"'During the renjainder of December, the ice ro-

mained (juiet immediately around us, and breaks were

all strongly ceinented Iw new ice. In our neighbor-

hood, howevei', cracks were daily visible. Our drilt

to the eastward averaged nearly six miles per day ;
^'>

that on the last of the month we were at the entrance

of the Sound, Ca[)e Osborn bearing north from us.

"January, 1S51.— On ])assing out of the Sound, ii!ul

opening I^aHin's l>ay, to the north was seen a dark li'ii

zon, indicatintr miiicIi oyen water in that directi<">n. '
''•
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Mv iltli, a crack took placo botweeii us and the Rescue,

l>asriing clt»8c under our bteni, and toruiiu^ a lauo oi'

water eighty feet wide. In tlie atlernoon the lloes be-

i;iUi to move, the liMie was cloned uj», and the edgen oi'

the ice C(»niing in contact: with so Tiiuch proiHure, tlireat-

eiied tlie denndition ot' the narrow space wliicli sepa
lated U8 tVoni tlie line ot fracture, fortunately, the

flics aga.ii separated, an<l assumed a motion hy whii li

the Rescue passed from our stern to ihe ])ort bow, and
increased her distance from us 709 yards, where she

t!ame to a stand. Our stores that were on the ice were
un the same side of the cracks as the Rescue, and <it"

course were carried with her. The following dav the

ice remained <;[uiet, but soon after midnight, on the

13th, a gale having sprung up from the westward, it

oiice more got into violent motion. The young ice in

the crack near our stern was soon broken uj), the edges
(»f the thick ice came in contact, and fearful pressures

took place, forcing u}) a line of hummocks which a[>-

jM'oached within ten feet of our stern. The vessel

trembled and complained a great deal.
" At last the floe broke up around U8 into many

[lieces, and became <letached from the sides of the

vessel. The scene of frigiitfnl commotion lasted until

4 A. M. Every moment J expected the vessel would
be crushed or overwhelmed by the massive ice forced

jp far above our bulwarks. The Rescue being further

lenioved on the other side of the crack from the line

of crushing, and being firmly imbedded in heavy ice,

I was in hopes would remain undisturbed. This was
Hot the case; for, on sending to her as soon as it was
light enough to see, the floe was found to be broken
away entirely up to her bows, and there formed into

biich high hummocks that her bowsprit was broken off,

together with her head, and all the light wood work
about it. Had the action of the ice continued much
lunger, she must have been destroyed. We had the

niisfoitune to find sad havoc had been made among
the stores and provisions left on the ice; and few bui-

rels were recovered; but a large portion were cru^lied

iiiil had disa;>pea»ed.

I
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visible c all times from aloft ; sometiTneR they would
be fo? led within a mile or two of ns. Nar\ihal8»

seals and dovekys were seen in them. Our sports-

mer ^ere not expert enough to procure any, except a
fev of the latter ; although they were indefatigable in

t' air exertions to do so. Bears would frequently be
een prowling about; oiiiy two were killed during the

{vinter ; others were wounded, but made their escape.

A few of us thought their flesh very palataole and
wholesome

; but the majority utterly rejected it. The
tlesh of the seal, when it could be v'.btained^ was re-

ceived with more ftivor.

" As the season advanced, the cases of scurvy became
more numerous, yet they were all kept und^r control

by the unwearied attention and skillful treatment of

the medical officers. My thanke are due to them, es-

pecially to Passed Assistant Surgeon Kane, the senior

medical officer of the expedition. I often had occa-

sion to consult him concerning the hygiene of the

crew, and it is in a great measure owing to the advice
which he save and the expedients which he recom-
mended, that the expedition was enabled to return

without the loss of one man. By the latter end of

February the ice had become sufficiently thick to en-

able us to build a trench around the stern of the Res-

cue, sufficiently deep to ascertain the extent of the

injury she had received in the gale at Griffith's Isl-

and. It was not found to be material ; the upper gud-

geon alone had been wrenched from the stern post. It

was adjusted, and the rudder repaired in readiness for

shippings when it should be rer[uired. A new bow-
sprit was also made for her out of the few spare spars

we had left, and every thing made seaworthy in both

vessels before the breaking up of the ice.

"In May, the noon-day began to take effect upon the

snow which covered the ice ; the surface of the floes

became watery, and difficult to walk over. Still the

dissolution was so slow in comparison with the mass
to be dissolved, that it must have taken it a leng pe-

riod to become liberated from this cause alone. Alor©

'At
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was expected from our southerly drift, which still con-

tinued, and must soon carry us into a milder climato

and open sea. On the 19th of May, the land about

Cape Sea.tlo was made out, the first that we had seen

since passing Cape Walter Batliurst, about the 20th of

January. A few days later we were off Oape Walsing-
ham, and on the 27th, passed out of the Arctic Zone.

" On the Ist of April, a hole was cut in some ice Miat

had been forming since our first besetment in Septem-
ber , it was found to have attained tlie thickness of 7

feet 2 inches. In this month, (April,) the amelioration

of the tempei'aturc became quite sensible. All hands
were kept at work, cutting and sawing the ice aroumi
the vessels, in order to allow them to float once more
With the Rescue, they succeeded, after much labor, in

attaining this object ; but around the stern of the Ad-
vance, the ice was so thick that our 13 feet saw was too

short to pass through it ; her bows and sides, as far n\\

as the gangway, were liberated. After making some
alteration in the Rescue for the better accommodation
of her crew, and fires being lighted on board of lur

several days previous, to remove the ice and dampness,

which had accumulated during the winter, both oftieei s

and crew were transferred to her on the 24th of April.

The stores of this vessel, which had been taken oir,

were restored, the housing cloth taken off, and the ve-

sel made in every respect ready for sea. There wjh

little prospect, however, of our being able to reach the

desired element very soon. The nearest water was u

narrow lane more than two miles distant. To cut

through the ice which intervened, would have been next

to impossible. T>eyond this lane, from the mast-head,

nothing but intermediate floes could be seen. It was
thought best to wait with patience, and allow nature to

work for us.

"June 6th, a moderate breeze from S. E. with pleasant

weather— thermometer up to 40 at noon, and altogether

quite warm and n>elting day. During the morning a

peculiar cracking sound was heard on the floe. I was

incline^ toim])ute it to the settling of the snowdrifls a»
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iliey were acted upon by the biin, but in the iit'ternoou,

about 5 o'clock, the puzzle was aolvecl very lucidly, and
to the exceedin«^ satisfaction of all hands. A crack in

tiie floe took place between us and the Rescue, and in

II few minutes thereafter, the whole hnniense Held in

which we had been imbedded for bo many months,
WHS rent in all directions, leaving not a piece of 10()

yards in diameter. The ruptur'j was not accompanied
with any noise. The Rescue was entirely lil>erated,

the Advance only partially. The ice in which her after

part was imbedded, still adhered to her from the main
chains aft, keeping her stern elevated in its unsightly

position. The pack, (as it nuiy now be called,) became
quite loose, and but for our pertinacious friend acting

us an innnense drag upon us, we might have made
some headway in any desired direction. All our eftbrts

were n(.>w turned to getting rid of it. With saws, axes,

and crowbars, the people went to work with a right

•rood will, and after hard labor for 48 hours succeeded.

The vessel was again afloat, and she righted. The joy

of all hands vented itself spontaneously in three hearty

cheers. The alter part of the false keel was gone, be-

ing carried away by the ice. The loss of it, however,

I was glad to perceive, did not nuiterially aft'ect tlie

mailing or working c|ualities of the vessel. The rudders

were shipped, and we were once more ready to move,
an efficient as on the day we left; New York.

"Steering to the S. E. and working slowly through the

<»()se but heavy pack, on the 9th we parted from the

liescue in a dense fog, she taking a different lead from
*''«i one the Advance was pureuiug."

T^-,'w^^|
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Ground for Hope.

Mr. Wra. Penny, of Aberdeen, states in a letter to

the Times, that Capt. Martin, wlio, when commanding
the whaler Enterprise, in 1845, was the last pci.on to

communicate with Sir. J. Franklin, has just informed

him that the Enterprise was alongside the Erebus, in

Melville Bay., and Sir John Franklin invited him,

(Capt. Martin,) to dine wit^ him, which the latter de

clined doing, as the wind was fair to go sonth. Sir

John, while conversing with Capt. Martin, told him

that he had live years' provisions, which he could

make last seven, and his people were busily engaged

in salting down birds, of which they had several casks

full already, and twelve men were out shooting more.

"To see such determination and foresight," observes

Mr. Penny, "at that early period. Is really wonderful,

and must give us the greatest hopes." Mr. Penny
says that Capt. Martin is a man of fortune, and of the

strictest integrity.

The following is the deposition of Capt. Martin, just

received in the London Times, of Jan. 1, 1852, con-

taining the facts above alluded to

:

Robert Martin, now master and commander of the

whaleship Intrepid, of Peterhead, solemnly and sin-

cerely declares that on the 22d day of July, 1845, when
in command of the whale ship Enterprise, of Peter-

head, in lat. 75" 10', long. 66° W., calm weather, and
towing, the Erebus and Terror were in company. These
ships were alongside the Enterprise for about fiftetMi

minutes. The declarant conversed with Sir John
Franklin, and Mr. Keid, his ice-master. The conver-

sation lasted all the time the ships were close. That
Sir John, in answer to a question by the declarant it'

he had a good supply of provisions, and how long he

expected them to last, stated that he Lad provisions

for five years, and if it were Ux^cessary he could "make
them spin out seven years ;" and he said further, that

he would lose no <»p])ortuiiity (»r killing birds, and

whatever el-sc wns nsi^f'iil tha^. came in the way, to keep
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up their stock, and that he had plenty of powder and
filiot for the purpose. Tliat Sir John also stated that

lie had a. "ady several cayics of birds salted, and had
then two 8i- oting parties out— one from each sliip.

The birds were very numerous ; many would fall at a

single shot, and the declarant has himself killed forty

at a shot with white pease. That the birds are very
iiijreeable food, are in taste and size somewhat like

voung pigeons, jind are called b}' the sailors " rotges."

That on the 2f'>th or 28th of said month of July, two
)>arties of Gii John's officers, who had been out shoot-

ing, dined with the declarant on board the Enterprise.

There was a boat with six from each ship. Their co!!-

versation was to the same eifect as Sir Jt>hn's. They
8j)oke of cxpectimr to be absent four or jfive, or })er-

liaps six years. These officers also said that the ships

would winter where they could tind a convenient place,

and in spring push on as far as jwssible, and so on

year after year, as the determination was to push on
as far as practicable.

That on the following day, an invitation was brought
to the declarant, verbally, to dine with Sir John, but

the wind shifted, and the Enterprise havingcut through

the ice about a mile and a half, the declarant was
oblijjred to decline the invitation. That he saw the

J Hi

Erebus and Terror for two days longer ; they were
still lying at an iceberg, and the Enterprise was mt>v-

ing slovv'ly down the country. That so numerous were
the birds mentioned, and so favorable \va8 the weather
for shooting them, that a very large number must have
l)een secured during the time the declarant was in

flight of the two ships. The Prince of Wales whaler

was also within sight during the most of the time.

That from the state of the wind and weather for a pe-

•iod of 10 days, during part of which the declarant

vas not in sight of the two ships, the best o]>])ortnnity

vas afforded for securing the birds. That the birds

iesciibed are not to be foxmd at all places on the fish

ng ground during the whabng season, but are met
rith in Ta«t numbers e^ .eason on certain feeding

1'
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Kaiiks JUKI places (or iH'nodiurr, arul it appeared at, the

time bv the declarant to t>t a most tbrtunatti ci renin

stance that the Erebus and Terror had fallen in witli

so many birds, and that the state of the weather was
60 favorable for securing large numbers of them. The
declarant has himself had a supply of the same de
Rcription of birds, which kept fresh and good during
three months, at Davis' Sti-ait, and the last were as

good as the first of them.
Which declaration, above written, is now made

conscientiously, believing the same to be true.

Robp:rt Martin.

Declared, December, 29th, 1851, before

II. Gkath, Provost of Peterhead.

;r!f
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A. Summer's Skarcii for Sir John Fiiankun, wrrn a

Pass into the Pof.ar I»asin, by CoMMANnER E. A.

Inglefield, in the Screw Sticamer Isabel, in 1852.

The profound interest which the heroism and mys-
terious fate of Sir John Franklin, have excited in the

public mind, occasioned other expeditions to start in

pursuit of him^ both from England and the United
btates, the details of whose adventures are in the

highest degree entertaining. On the 12th of July,

1852, Commander Inglefield took his departure in

the English steamer Isabel, from Fair Island; and
sailed forth toward the frozen realms of the north, to

which so many other bold adventurers had already

been attracted. His crew consisted of seventeen per-

sons, including two ice-masters, a mate, surgeon, en-

gineer, stoker, two carpenters, cook, and eight abK'

seamen, who had been wiialers. Tiie two ice-masters,

Messrs. Abernethy and Manson, were already well

known in "Arctic Cirles," as having been connected
with former expeditions, and as having great experi-

ence in the perils incident to adventurons travel in

that perilous zone. The vessal was provided with

fuel and provisions for several years.

On the 30th of July the expedition gained their

tirst distant glimpse of the snowy mountains of Green-
land. On the same day the tirst icebergs sailed ma-
jestically past them. Ere midnight the Isabel was
completely surrounded by those massive monuments
of the northern seas. Already the utmost caution

was necessary to prevent a fatal collision between
them and the little steamer which slowly and adroitly

elbowed her way through their rolling masses, in

spite o^' the utmost prudence, the Isabel occasionally

struck instantly she trembled from stem to stern,

recoiled for a moment, but then again recovered and
advanced upon her way. The advantages of a screw-

steamer for the purposes of navigating polar seas

tilled with Hoatil'.g ice, were already apparent at this

. h
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early stage of tlio oxj)e(litl<m. The propelling power
belli IT placed at tlie stern of the vessel, ana not at

the les, enabled her to worm her way unresisted

tlirongh very many narrow detiles, which a steam-

shiji of ordinary structure, or even a sailing vessel

could not have done.

On the Ttli of August the expedition reached tho

neighborhood of Fiskernoes, a Danish settlement:

ami they were tliere visited by some Esquimaux ii

tlieir canoes. Guided by tliese pilots they entered

the harbor on which their village is built. They vis-

ited the Danish governor, M. Lazzen, and wore kindlv

entertained by him. A few goats supplied his fumilv

with uiilk, and a very small garden protected froiii

the storms of that climate by artificicial means, at-

forded them a few vegetables during the summer
months. M. Lazzen furnished the vessel with aonni

salmon, codiish, and milk. The residence of the gov-

ernor in this inhospitable region, consisted of a small

house two stories high, built in an antique but suli-

stantial manner. A Danisii clergvman visits this oh-

scure and remote spot once every two . oeks, and

[(reaches to the governor and to the colony of riidu

Esquimaux over whom he rules.

On the lUth of August the Isabel resumed her

journey. She then sailed for the harbor of Lievely,

111 which the expedition obtained a few supplies uf

sugar, soap, and plank, which they needed ; but they

tailed to obtain here either dogs or interpreters. On
the 15th, they found themselves otf Upernavick, a

settlement in which they obtained these necessaries.

This Greenland village consists of two or three

wooden houses for the Danish settlers, and a few mud
huts for the Esquimaux. In sailing out from this

harbor the steam-engine suddenly stopped, and nei-

ther the commander nor the engineer was able to

discover the difficulty. They were completely pu/^-

zled, until at length it was ascertained ihat the screw

at the stern had caught in a loose cable which floated
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in the water, wliich had become wound around the

screw 80 tightly, and in such a manner, as to eventu
ally impede its revolutions and stop the engine.

After the adjustment of this singular and unusual
(HfRculty, the vessel continued her voyage. On the

17th of August she reached Bnchan tslands, passing

in her way innumerable icebergs of gigantic size,

which reeled and tumbled in the deep, and occasion

ally split up into many fragments, with a roar more
grand and deafening than that of thunder. On this

day the vessel lost her main-boom; which in falling on
the deck, struck the standard compass and damaged
it. In a short time the injuries to both were re-

paired, and the Isabel held on her hyperborean way.
Having arrived at Wolstenholmo Sound, the navi-

gators examined the site of the former winter quar-

ters of the "North Star," and had the melancnoly
pleasure of inspecting the lonely graves where the

remains of several of her crew were laid to repose.

Captain Ingletield and his otticers and men went on
shore with pickaxes and shovels. The place is called

North Ornenak ; and one Adam Beek, a seamen in

one of the former Arctic expeditions, had asserted

that here Sir John Franklin had been assailed by the

Bi'vage and starving natives ; that here he and his

crew had been massacred ; and tliat here in large

cairns they had been buried. The story was an im-

probable one ; but Captain ingletield determined to

examine the spot thoroughly, and test the truth of
the report. Several large oairns were indeed here
found, composed of heavy rough stones. They were
immediately pulled down and their interiors inspected.

But nothing was discovered save a large quantity of

lish bones and the bones of other animals, which
Beem to have been deposited there for some future

use. In the village itself, comnosed of a few un-

derground hovels, occupied by half starved Esqui-

maux, were found a quantity of seal and walrus fiesn,

intended to supply tno wants of nature duriu|r tJi«
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nine long months of winter, which those wretched
beings are conij)elled each year to endure.

Captain Ini'leficld determined to continue the

thorough oxammation of the sliores of Wolstenhoimo
Sound. He did so, and discovered several islands

which wore not to be found on any chart. These
islands he respectively termed the Three Sister Bees,

Manson Isle, and Abernethy Isle. During this por-

tion of the cruise, the voyageurs had not encoun-
tered as yet much of the severe extremes of northern

cold. It was still mid-summer, and the trim steamer
was able in the absence of compact ice, to sail rap-

idly thr )ugh known and unknown seas, in opposition

both tc tide and wind. On the 25th, the Isabel

reached the Gary islands ; and from this point be^aii

the voyage of Oaptain Inglelield into untravelod

waters, and into regions which had not been explored,

at least in a northward direction, by any of his pre-

decessors. At this point, in the summer months, a

few wretched Esquimaux manage to support exist-

ence; and Captain inglelield carefully examined
their huts to ascertain whether any memento of the

expedition of Sir John Franklin might exist among
them. No article of European manufacture was
found, except a knife-blade stamped B. Wilson, set iu

an ivory handle, a bi'oken tin canister, and several

small pieces of steel, curiously fixed in a piece of bone.

A piece of rope was alsj obtained, having an eye in

it ; but this was supposed to have drifted ashore from

some whaling vessel. No trace of the lost naviga-

tors had as yet been seen since the commencement
of this expedition.

Captain Inglefield resumed his voyase, and as he

rapidly invaded those new seas, through the tireless

power of steam, he discove.ed many now islands, at

that period of the veai* free from their monstrous bur-

dens of ice, to which he fi;ave appropriate names.

One he c^ed Northumberland Island, another Her-

bert Mandy and a third, Milne Island. At this poiut



OTAOS OF THK (TTBAMILB IBaBSL. 415

K strait, to which ho ap}>liod tho name of MnrchiBon^
opened ont in an eaetorn direction, and invited them
to enter on its exploration, with ternptinff pro8})ect8

of discovery. But as Sir John Franklin's insti actions

had been to travel nortliward and westward from this

point, if he ever reached it, it was evidently necessa-

ry to follow that designated route, if the intention to

peek him was still retained. Accordingly Captain In-

u'leiield was compelled to relinquish the exploration

of tins summer sea. ( )n the 26th of August tho Is-

abel reached Cape Alexander, and still boldly steer-

ing northward, the gallant craft passed the contines

of the Polar Sea, and was about to make her adven-
turous dip into the Polar Basin. The soundings at

this point were 145 fathoms. It was at this time the

hope of Captain I. that from this point he might find

his way to Beh ring's Strait, and might discover the

missing navigator somewhere upon this remote line

of travel.

Even in this distant northern latitude, the weather
still remained fair and temperate. Tlie splendors of
tiiat clime in mid-summer, transcend the power of
language to depict. The sun, shooting his unob-
structed rays far into the northern hemisphere, tinges

the boundless fields of half-melted snow with crimson
hues; and a brightness and brilliancy till the heav-
ens, whicli almost remind the observer •

4' the boasted
beauties and charms of an Italian sky. Those Pol ir

solitudes now resounded with the unaccustomed ech-
oes of the steamship, which glided rapidly over half
frozen wastes, which sailing vessels could -ftnly have
traversed at a very slow and tedious rate

Captain lugleiield was now exploring what ie

known as Smitli's Sound, the upper or northern con-
tinuation of Batiin's Bay. Tlie western shore of this

body of water, which forms apart of the Polar Ocean,
was composed of a high range of frozen mountains.
These were called after the Prince of Wales. The
oxireme northern point of these mountains receired

I
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the name of Victoria Hoad, in honor of the Britigh

queen. Tims also on the eaatern shore of this sea, the

most northern point discovered hy Captain I. he nauiod

after the Danish monarch, Frcdorick VII. After
steaming several days longer in a north-western di-

rection, an observation was made of tlie position of

the vessel, when it was found that she had reached
78° 28' 21' north latitude. From this it appears that

Captain Ingleiield lias the credit, according to his own
computation, of reaching the distance of 140 miles

furtner north than had been attained by any previ-

ous navigator. The vensel was now surrounded by

immense floating icebergs. The frozen shores of tho

ocean receded far away to the east and to the west. A
furious storm ct wind and Iiail drove directly in the

face of the bold navigators, as they continued their

course toward the pole. No traces of Sir John Frank-

lin had yet been discovered. To further persist in

the course in which they were then sailing, was only

calculated to hem them in with the oceans of ice

which the rapidly a])proaching winter would congeal

around them ; and the moment had arrived, in the

progress of the expedition, when it became necessary

to determine what final course should be pursued.

While the commander and his officers were deliber-

ating on the most suitable decision to be selected,

the vessel was suddenly surrounded with perils such

as she had not encountered since the commoucemeut
of the oyaue. A vast land-pack of ice had floated

from I'M; west, unperceived through the heavy fo^;

and iuLmediately the Isabel became involved in its

angry, turbulent, and dangerous embrace. The swell

lifted the ship faj' into the pack ; and the violence

and furv of tne troubled masses were indicated by

the loud roar of the waters surging on the vast flue-

pieces by which the vessel was surrounded. Tbu

frightful chaos of rolling masses, tossing the vessel to

and fro like a feather in their midst, seemed to render

escape from the impending peril of being eitbei

li
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rnislied or submerged, alinnflt iin|)088ible. The only

MossibilUty of rescue consi'sted in tlireading their way
lunid t!ie rolling and tossing fragments, by the aid of

the steam engme, after first getting the head of the

vessel free from its contact with the ice. As the ves-

pel carefully and slowly wont forward amid the float-

ing ice, immense masses dropped astern one after an-

other into hor wake. She escaped at length through

every danger ; thougli the edges of the fan of the

screw were brightened from frequent abrasion against

the ice.

Captain Inglcfiold now continued to sail eastward.

He jjassed by and observed now islands which were
then unknown and nameless, to which he applied ap-

j)ropriato ejMtiiets. On the 1st of September the sea

liiul become so completely encunxbered with the float-

ing ice as to make the t'lirtlicr progress of the vessel

both difficult and dangerous, Captain Inglefield then
flctermined to steer for the purpose of meeting the

8(iuadron of Sir Edward Belcher, which had also oeen
sent out for the pur[)ose of searching those seas for

Sir John Franklin by the British government; and
which would winter tliero in accordance with their

instructions. Captain Inglefield was induced to pur-

sue this course in order that he might carry his sur-

plus provisions, stores, and coals to that squadron;
iiud that he might convey tothetn the latest news and
information from England. It was his intention then,

unless some special service required his exertions, to

return to England with intelligence from the squad-
ion of Sir E. Belcher, and the prospects of success

which still attended their labors of discovery. That
squadron Captain Inglp^ a knew was then stationed

at Beechey Island, and thit ler he immediately steered.

Sosevare had the weather already become, that the

heavy seas which broke over the Isabel continually
froze, and her bows became one mass of ice, bindine
the anchor fast to her side. After several days oi

rapid sailing, Beechey Island was reached ; but the

I
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North Star alone was found there. The roit of 8ir

E. Belcher'j squadron had sailed, about three weeks
before, up TVellington channel, and it wae supposed

that he had steered thence through the open waters

beyond Parry Strait.

It was on this Island that Captain Inlegfleld was
shown the three graves of some of Sir John Franklin's

crew, to which reference has already been made on

page 376 of this volume. Plunging throue:h tlie

snow which was knee-deep, he reached, under the

guidance of one of the officers of the North Star, those

sad and lonely resting places of mortality. He found

th«m unciianged from what they ha*^ been when
visited by Lieutenant Do Haven ; and he was in-

formed by liis guide that a polar bear of monstrous
size was frequently seen keeping his grim and cheer-

less vigils over the dead, and sitting on the graves.

Captain luglelield picked up some of the meat canis-

ters which lay scattered on the island, and some relics

of canvas and wood which were supposed to have be-

longed to the missing ships. He obtained from the

commander of the North Star all the information ne-

cessary in reference to the condition and prospects of

Sir John Belcher and Captain Kellett, both of whom
held commands in that squadron. They had as yet

discovered no trace of Sir John Franklin ; but it was

their purpose to pass the winter in the Polar Seas, for

the purpose of renewing their researches in the en-

suing spring.

As this voyage of the Isabel was only a summer
cruise, and as the vessel was neither adapted nor in-

tended to confront the overwhelming rigors of the

winter season in the Arctic regions, it was but proper

that, as the season was now rapidly advancing, Cap-

tain Inglefield should resume his voyage homeward,
to escape the greater perils which delay v^ould entail.

Aocordingly, on the 10th of September the Isabel com-

menced to sail in a southern direction. On the 12th

ehe reached Mount Possession. On the 14th she was
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\ippo6ite Cape Bowen. Captain Inglefield landed
iiere to examine tlie traces of a cairn, which was said

V4J exist. But he saw notliing siive the large and deep
footprints of a great Polar bear, and ^Iiose of the small

Arctic fox.

Here the further progress of the Isabel along the

coast was stopped by the presence of vast fields of ' 3e.

It became necessary to press along the edge of the

pack, and seek for an opening to permit her to ad-

vance. Xiiis pack seemed to have been collected

here by the iOiUiense icebergs which had run aground
on the Hcola and Griper banks, and thence drifted

south by the e«>rttinual current which, existed on those

western shoreH. The pack stretched away, as far as

the eye could leAoh, both southward and northward.
A storm of snow came on, such as one sees only in

Arctic latitudes. The sea also became exceedingly
rough and boisterond ; and wave after wave broko
over the whole lengih of the vessel. Each plunge
tilled the rigging and hung the spars with monstrous
icicles ; and the waves frozo as they Hooded the deck,

the ropes, and the sails ; so that the hands of the sail-

ors were frozen fast the instant they touched either

of them.
On the 21st of September tii<d weather moderated,

and the Isabel boldly dashed through the crevices

and channels of the pack. Pancake ice was rapidly

forming around them, giving the mariners warning
that they must soon vacate tliat iocaiity, or else be
frozen in, beyond the power of doliveranca, for ^he

winter. Kapidly the Isabel dashed forward, impelled

by the unwearied power of her engine. By noon on

the 23d, she had cleared the pack, had traveled a hun-

dred and seventeen miles in tweuty-tbur hours, and
found herself in Qd° north latitude. Here Capta:ji

Ingletield encountered a gale of the itmost fury,

which cw^tinued during live days incessantly. The
ocean waves now attained the size of mountains, and
exceeded in violence and fury even those which laah

Pi
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the bold promontory of Capo Horn, where the waiora

of two great oceans roll together in hostile rivalry.

Yast waves continually flooded the decks fore and
aft. Torrents of water drenched almost every portion

of the vessel, carrying the seamen with it into the lee

scuppers. The drifting sleet and snow drove so fierce-

ly into the eyes of the sailors, that it was almost iua-

possiblo for them to see, or to execute orders. Nev-
ertheless, the gallant ship sailed manfully through it

all, and safely outrode the gale, though with the losa

of her spare spars, and the total ribboning of her

sails.

In order to repair this damage Captain Inglefield

was compelled, after the storm lulled, to steer for the

nearest port of Holsteinburg, in order to i w q repairs.

This port he reached on the 2d of October. During
the week which the captain spent here, the anniver-

sary of the birth-day of the king of Denmark occurred

;

which gave an occasion for the observation of the

peculiarities of the Esquimaux tribes, who here live

as the remotest subjects of that monarch, under the

superintendence of a governor sent from Copenhagen
An entertainment was given at the house of the gov-

ernor, i^lsquimaux of bo'Ji saxep attended, danced
their native dances, drank their brandy-punch fur-

nished both by the ^ jvernor and by Captain Ingle-

tield, and became elated and uproarious in tl^ j ex-

treme. The governor's wife was an Esquimai •

man; and Captain Inglefield had the honor in ....e

cutiug with her the intricate mazes of an Esquimau,
quadrille, to the monotonous scraping of a crippled

fiddle, bound around and held together with aivers

strings and splinters.

On the Ytii of October the Isabel again put to sea,

and again she encountered a storm of unusual vio-

lence. The helmsman was very nearly washed over-

board. On the 13th the gale moderated, aad the
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vessel then continued her way across the Atlantic.

No incident worthy of special notice occurred during
the rest of the homeward voyage. On the 4th of No-
vember the Isabel anchored at Stromness, having been
absent precisely four months from the day of starting.

And although this expedition, taking place as it did

ill the summer months, was devoid of the usual ex-

treme horrors and vicissitudes which attend Arctic

researches, it accomplished results which were by no
means of secondary importance. Captain Ingletield

carefully examined the unknown eastern shore of the

Polar Basin, us far north as 78° 35', throwing con-

siderable light upon the disputed question, whether
Baffin's Bay opens into the Polar Basin. He also

explored the waters of the shores of Smith Sound, in

search of Sir John Franklin, but in vain. Jones
Sound was then examined, with the same result, and
he ascertained the probable fact that this sound is a

gulf having no outlet, except perhaps by some small

frozen strait into the Polar Sea. Lancaster Sound
was also visited, and the western coast of Baffin's Bay
as far south as the river Clyde. Throughout a coast

of six hundred continuous miles, many alterations and
additions were made in the geography of those coun-
tries. And altogether, for a private expedition of

no very great expense, executed in a small vessel,

though amply provisioned and stored, the results at-

tained were as important as could reasonably have
been expected.

ElOHTEEN MONTHS IN THE PoLAB BeOIONS IN BEASOH OF
Sm John Fkankun's Expedition, in the yeahs
1850—61, BY Lieutenant Shebaed Osbobn, with
THE Steam Vessels Pioneer and Intbepid.

In May, 1850, this expedition was fitted out at

Woolwich, for the purpose of continuing the search
after the missing mariners. The instructions of the
British Admirality to the commaudor were, that ho
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should examine Barrow's Straits soutli-wostcrly to

Cape Walker, westerly toward Melville Island, and

north-westerly up Wellington Cliannel.

On the 26th of May the expedition approached tho

shores of Greenland, and came within view of Cape
Farewell. Tliey proceeded rapidly on until they

reached their first place of 6topi)age, the Whale Fisli

Isles. A day was spent here m taking in provisions

and fowls. From this point the view of the shores

of Greenland at a distance was picturesque in tho

extreme. Its glaciers, its lofty peaks, and its frozen

headlands presented every variety of shape ; wliile

between them and the vessels, the sea was covered

with an infinite variety of tossing icebergs of ever)

possible size and proportion, exhibiting the richest

emerald hues, and glowing with the deepest azure

tints. The awful silence of the scene wac impressive

in the highest degree, a silence which would often be

suddenly broken by a distant roar reverberating

along the surface of the deep, and among the frozen

masses. It was the breaking up of some vast ice-

bergs, whose fragments would roll over into tne sea,

plunge beneath its surface, and cover the spot of its

descent with foam and spray. This process was re-

peated at short intervals, in every direction of the

compass around them, and as far as their eyes could

reach.

The 2*Jth of June still found Captain Osborn cruising

opposite the northern extremity of Greenland. He
here began to experience the dangers th'^t accom-

panied the necessity which he sometimes felt of an-

choring to icebergs. This operation is frequently in

dispeneable in Arctic regions, when progress in the

required direction is for a time impossible. The ice-

bcigs in consequence of their immense size are often

aground, and thus seamen may anchor fast to them
in two hundred fathoms of water, without any more
trouble than digging a hole in the iceberg, and in-

serting a hook into it, called an ice-anchor. This 'ui



UBUTBNANT OBBOBn's RXFEDITIOlf. 428

attached to a whale liuo, wnich cnahles the ship to

ride out under the lee of this natural breaL water, and
often thus to escape both the violence of the winds,
and the rude shocks of a lee pack.
But the dangers wliich sometimes accompany this

process aie considerable. Sometimes the very fiist

stroke of the man setting the ice-anchor, causes a por-

tion of the iceberg to break off, and the persons em-
ployed in the work run great risk ofbeing crushed by
the falling masses. Sometimes pieces of ice becoiae
detached from the upper portions of the berg, and
falling on the ships below, have injured spars, and
crushed sailors to death. Occasioiiully these masses
have been so immense as even to sink the vessel.

On the 6th of July Captain Osborn had his first

experience of the real perils of the Arctic world. All

hands were at dinner when the news suddenly came
down from the deck, that a vast body of ice was ap-

proaching under the pressure of a strong southerly

gale. A heavy brown vapor preceded it, under
which the ice gleamed fiercely, and the floes were rap-

idly pressing together. The best security against

danger in cases of this kind, is the preparation of

docks in the body of the ice, which are cut in the

portion which is firm and solid. Into these the ships

are then inserted, and they are thus protected from
the collisions of the loose fragments. In this case

one hundred persons were instantly on the solid ice

their triangles were rigged, and their long ice-saws

were at worlc A hundfcd manly voices accompanied
their labor with the jolly sailor songs of merry old

England. The ice was about three feet in thickness,

and the saws employed were ton feet in length. Very
soon the vast cavity intended to receive the ships began
to take form and shape, and they then were removed
into them. The relief was much needed; for the

pressure of the pack extended itself some ten miles
to the north- of the position of the vessels ; the col-

liiiious between the noes and tho iceberg boca^ne pro-
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digious ; and had the ships been between them, they

would inevitably have suffered severely. But safely

ensconced in their docks, the expert seamen could

^aze with pleasure at the sublime spectacle presented

lor many miles on either side of them.
In spite of the vigilance of Capt Osborn, his ships

became entangled on tlie 20th of July, in the midst

of a heavy pack, six feet in thickness. So great was
the pressure that every plunk and timber was crack-

ing and groaning. Tlie vessels were thrown over on

their sides, and lifted up bodily, the bulkheads crack-

ing, the decks arching from tlie strain, and even tlie

scupper-pieces turning out from their mortices. Tlie

ice was rapidly piling up as high as the bulwarks,

around the vessels. There seemed to be no possible

remedy against the destruction of the ships. The
sailors quickly brought their bundles of clothes on

deck, for the purpose of taking refuge on the ice.

At this moment a deep dent in the side of the Pion-

eer, and the breaking of twenty-one of her timbers,

indicated her great danger. But fortunately, at the

very moment when it was thought that she must be

crushed to pieces, the strain of the floe-edge suddenly
eased, and the ship was saved from destruction.

From the 20th to the 31st of July the squadron con-

tinued to pursue their route
;
yet so impenetrable was

the ice, that but seven miles was made during the

whole of that interval, in the ri^ht direction 1 By
the 13th of August the squadron liad passed through

Mellville Bay, and had reached Cape York. They
were still a considerable distance from the Cx^ief point

of research. Yet here they were detained for two

days in chasing up the groundless fabrication of Ad-
am Beek, alluded to in tne previous article, in refer-

ence to the destruction of Sir John Franklin and his

crews at this point, by the native Esquimaux.
On the 16th of August Captain Osborn struck west-

ward, and entered a wide sea of water Which seemed
unobstructed by the ice The shores of this portion
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of Baffin's Bay, which is termed the West Land, ap-

peared to be free from snov, and to l)e even compar-
atively verdant and gonial. At Button's Point the

commander landed, and was able, at this season of

the summer, to kill both deer and salmon. The na-

tives of this regioti liad here erected numerous un-

roofed winter h :e8, of the rudest structure; and
the navigators discovered many cairns, standing gen
orally in pairs. These were instantly pulled down,
tor the purpose of discovering their hidden contents.

Nothing however was found of a suspicious or sug-

gestive nature. These cairns seemed to be nothing

but marks erected by the Esquimaux, to enable them
to discover, on tiie return of winter, the places where
they had stored their sea-blubber cachk. A ring of

stones several feet high were all the indications of

these Esquimaux huts which appeared above the sur-

I'ace of the ground.
It was on the 22d of August that this expedition

entered Lancaster Sound. This is the great gate-way
to those Arctic waters, around which so many thrill-

ing associations cluster of maritime adventure, sutfor-

iug, and discovery. It was tir-t explored by the bold

liatiin, two hundred years ago, and was named by
iiim after the duke of Lancaster. Batiin termed it a

dound. Sir John Ross, forty years since, discovered
that it was a bay ; and Parry, who has not untitly

been termed tlie prince of Arctic navigators, until

the vastly superior abilities and services of the im-

mortal Kane justly deprived him of that houorable
eminence, explored this bay throughout the extent of
•iOO miles toward Behriug's Straits.

It was to complete the exploration of the remaiu-
iug 600 miles of this unknown region, that the expe-
dition of Sir John Franklin and his lio nallaut asso-

ciates had been devoted. Hence in pursuing this

line of travel and adventure, Lieutenant (Jsborn

justly supposed that he was following the mo^jL prob-
able and most certain course to ascertain the fate oi'
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that lost and unfortunate expedition. He had al-

ready discovered one important fact in reference to

the phenomena of the Arctic regions; or if he had

not absolutely discovered it, he ascertplned its cer-

tainty. This was tliat tlie iceberg, the most wonder-

ful ])ecnliarity of tlioso climes, is the creation o^ tlie

ixlacier. It had formally been supposed, even by tlie

most leained, that the iceberg was the accumulation

of the ice and snow whicli the lapse of ages had pr'»-

duced ; that a vast circle of ice many miles in height

and depth, surrounded the pole like an eternal belt

;

tluit these hu^e cupolas of ice towered far up into

the cheerless heavens of the north ; transcending in

size and altitude the utmost creations of human arch-

itecture ; and that these stupendous i'^obergs were

merely fragments which had become detached, proh-

ably by their own weight, from the parent mass, and

had then floated away into more southern seas. Tiiis

fanciful conception has now been exploded ; and it

is proved that the iceberg is only known to exist

whei'e there is land of a nature adapted to form the

glacier. Accordingly, Captain (Jsborn reasoned that

where icebergs burdened the ocean, glacier lar.ds

could not be far distant; and he directed the move-
ments of his exploring squadron accordingly. It wuj

by following this principle that Sir James Roso dis-

covered the circumpolar continent of Queen Victo-

ria's Land, in the Southern or Antarctic hemisphere.

On the 26th of August the ships entered Regent's

Inlet. The nights were only two hours in duration.

Next day a pack of ice was discovered some 10 miles

to the eastward. They instantly sailc*^ westward,
giving the intruders very wide sea-room. They soon

reached Beechey's Island, ou which the three graves

of Sir John Franklio's seamen were to bo )[ound, aud
other evidences which showed that he kiid sojourned
there during 1845-40, the first wintev of their ab-

sence. This circumstance confuted tbo opinions of

thoso who held that Sir John Franklin bad porishuti
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in the depths of Bailin's Bay on his outward voyage

;

and proved that he had advanced safely to a very re-

mote point in Arctic travel and discovery. On
Beechey's Island Captain Osborn saw another inonm-
fiil trace of Sir John Franklin. It was the remnant
of a garden, with a neatly shaped oval outline, the

borders carefully covered with moss, lichen, and an-

emones, which he had transplanted from a more ge-

nial clime ; and these even yet continued to show
mn\Q traces of vitality. At some distance from this

garden the foundations of a store-house were discov-

ered. Inese consisted of an interior and exterior

embankment, into which oak and elm scantling had
been stuck, as supports to the rooting. Within the
enclosure some empty coal-sacks were found, and
bome wood shavings. It is probable that this store-

house had been constructed by Sir John Franklin to

preserve a portion of the abundant provisions with
which his decks ha^' been encumljered when he left

Whale Fish Islands. Captain Osborn also discovered
a pair of Cashmere gloves which had been laid out

to dry by one of the lost crews ; on each of which a

small stone had been placed to pi*event them from
being swept away by the wind. They had ret^ted

there, having been probably forgotten by their owner,
ov'or since 1846

!

A^ain on this occasion were the three lonely graves
of Sir John Franklin's seamen scanned by a sailor's

eye, and wept over by thow gallant adventurers.

Tliese graves are simple and L-jat in their appearance,
such as British sailors erect v. fer the bodies of their

departed messmates, in every quarter of the globe,

whether in the frozen zones ^f the north, the coral-

girded isles of the south, the erdant and spicy vales

of .he east, or the gold-gift.'>d climes of the west
Uhey are graves whicli remitJl the observer of some
(piiet church-yard in EnglaiiJ or in our own laud,

where the departed sleep be)uf>ath the very eaves of
the hu-nble sanctaary, surro\uided by the green tur^
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th*^ waving grass, and the blooming rose, with wlich
the hand of aflection, or the undisturbed fruitftilneBa

of nature has surrounded them. Orie giave of ilio

three is especially suggeHtivc of mounitul thoughts.

It is that of "J. Iliirtnell, B. A., of the ship Erebus;
died January 4:th, 1846. Aged 25 years." Here
was a youth who had been reared amid the classic

shades and the ennobling assrjciations of one of En-

gland's great universities—either a Cantab or an 0.\-

onian—and strange to say, he was destined to lay iiis

form to take its long last sleep in the lonely and clieer-

less solitude of that fi >zen zone ; and that, too, in the

prime of his years, acd far distant from all that was
connected with the brilliant hopes of his youthful

dayst
When about to leave Beechey Island, Captain Os-

born found it difficult to determine what course

should 1)0 taken. It was evident that Sir John Frank-

lin had selected one of three routes, in 1846. The
first WHS south-west by Cape Walker; the second,

north-west by Wellington Channel ; the third, west

by Melville Island. Vague reports were current

among the crows, that some of Captain Penny's peo

ule had seen sledge-marks on the eastern shores of

lirebus and Terror Bay. Captain Osborn determined
in person, first to explore Beechey Island, in that di-

rection. He landed on the north shore of Union
Bay, at the base of the clifis of Cape Spencer, and
soon discovered a deep sledge-mark which had been

cut through the edge of one of the ancient natural

terraces on the beach. It was in a line between the

cairn of meat cans which Franklin had erected uu

the northern spur of Beechey Island, to a valley be

I ween the Capes Enues and Bowdeu. From its ap-

pearance, it had been evidently an outward-boun<l

sledge, and its depth denoted that it was heavily la-

den. It was an additional evidence of the former

presence of Franklin on that island. Upon further

examination, various other sledge-murkb were dib
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covered on the island. At one spot thoy were very
numerous, and proved tliat there a rendezvous had been
{il)pointed for the purpose of landing some of the

contents of the ships. From this point some of the

sledge marks ran northward into a gorge through the

hills; others were directed toward Caswell'B Tower, a

singular mass of limestone rock, on the shore of Rad-
stock Bay, which served as a useful landmark to all

vessels approaching either from the east or the west.

Captain Osborn here divided his party, and each
followed the sledge-marks in an opposite direction,

lie discovered the site of a circular tent, which had
evidently been constructed and used by a shooting
party from the Erebus or Terror. The stones which
iiiid been used to confine the canvas to its place, lay

around. Several large stones well blackened with
smoke, indicated where the tire-place had l)een ; and
porter-bottles, meat-cans, pieces of paper, and feath-

ers, were strewed about. Yet no written line or
mark was detected, to throw any light on the great
mystery which occupied their minds. After seven
liours of hard walking. Captain Osborn and his men
returned to the ships. Such were all the traces

which the utmost industry and scrutiny could dis-

cover of Sir John Franklin, in this last known spot
of his habitation. From the 1st to the 4th of Sep-
tember the ships lay waiting for an opening in the
tixed ice, to enable them to resume their voyage. At
length on the 5th, the appearance of the ice and the
direction of the wind being favorable. Captain Os-
born immediately gave orders to proceed across Wel-
liugtou Channel toward Barlow Inlet.

Before this course had been pursued for any dis-

tance, the channel became blocked up with a vast
Held of floating ice. A northerly gale began to blow
furiously over its surface ; and the ships of the squad-
•-on were swept along with the ice, in whose embrace
they were, out of the channel toward Leopold Island.

The Sfjuadron drifted at the rate of i mile per hour,
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toward the south-east. Suddenly an opouin^ in the

pack occuriied, and tlio steam-ongino was instantly

brought into requisition, to enable the seamen to ex-

tricate tliernaelves. Soon they reached again tlie

open water ; and found themselves near the squadron

of Captain Penny, and tlie American vessels, com-

manded by De Haven. These were then making
sail under a full press of canvas for Cape Hotham.
When in this position on the 11th of September,

1850, the Arctic winter descended on the adventur-

ers. The heavens became overclouded with black-

nesH, and the atmosphere tilled with hail, snow, and

sleet. A heavy sea began to roll, and the loose fraji;-

ments of the rapidly congealing ice again to close

around them. A snug harbor was happily discov-

ered for the winter, between Capes Hotham and Mar-

tyr, on the south side of Cornwallis Island. Here
the rioneer and Intrepid were taken and secured.

Several parties were sent out lo cp j provisions and

establish depots on the intended i ^ of the differ-

ent expeditions which would explore this region in

the spring of 1851. Lieutenant McClintock carried

out a depot toward Melville Island, and Lieutenant

Aldrich, taking another toward Lowther Islaud.

Lieutenant Mecham was also sent to examine Corn-

wallis Island, between Assistance Harbor and Cape
Martyr, for traces of the progress of Sir John
Franklin.

Captain Osborn determined to embrace this op-

portunity to connect the search from the spot where
Lieutenant Mecham left the coast, to the point at

which Lieutenant McClintock again took it up, thu8

completing the survey of this whole region, throu'jh

which it was very naturally inferred that Sir John
Franklin had passed. He started on the 10th of Oc-

tober, provided with five day's provisions. The party

consisted of six persons. The thermometei was six

decrees above zero, and accordingly they did not

oner £rom the severity of Uie weather. After a
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march of throe hours they caino to Cfti)0 Martyr.

Striking inward ou Cornwallis Island, Captain Oh-

born came suddenly in view of a structure which at

once excited the utmost interest, with the hope that

it might be some un!inown monument of the lost

navigators. It was a round, conical-sliaped building,

twenty feet in circumference at the base. The apex
had fallen in, but the height of what remained was
tive feet six inches. It was well built, and those who
had reared it seemed to hav«^ well understood the

strength of the arched roof, to resist tlio weight of the

immense amount of sriow wliich falls in those regions.

Much skill was exhibited in the arranmiment of the

slates of limestone with which the building was con-

structed. The stones of the apex which had fallen

within the walls were quickly removed, but they dis-

covered nothing which could enlighten them as to

the origin of the 8tru( iire. Yet it was evident from
the thick moss whicl. adhered to the walls, that it

was not of recent origin, and that in fact it must
have been built many years before the date of Sir

John Franklin's voyage. The position of this mys-
terious monument was lonely in the extreme. It

deemed to be a solitary landmark in that polar world,

of the former and transient abode of some unknown
visitant ; and it bore clear evidence that it was not

the product of the labor of tlie rude Esr^uimaux, who
sometimes in their summer wanderings reached even
these remote latitudes. Nothing more of interest

was discovered ou Cornwallis Island; and Captain
Osbora returned to liis ships.

On the ITth of October the commander of the

ships which composed this squadron, determined that

as soon as they could commence operations in tue en

suing spring. Captain Fenny was to continue the ex-

ploration of Wellington Channel, while Captain Oa-

born was to continue his researches toward Melville

island, and from Cape Walker toward the south-west.

With the settlement of this arrangement, ail the W
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cation between the vessels. During a portion of the

*:nne, the snow was drifted to such immense heights

around the ships, that it excluded all view of tlie sur-

rounding wastes. Tlie vessels only three hundred
yards distant from each other, were often invisible,

frequently as the furious storms of the north swe()t

over the surrounding ice for ma;\v miles, the door vi-

i)!ated and trembled with the violence of tlie shock,

and communicated this singular motion to the vessels.

Tlio aurora borealis alone disappointed tliose who
were connected with this expedition. It was deficient

in brilliancy of color. It was also inferior in extent

to what they anticipated. The series of concentric

semi-circles of ligiit were subdued by dark spaces

between them, which diminished its luster and gen-

eral splendor. The snow fell almost incessantly.

When heavy gales blew the vessels were nearly

smothered ; and vast drifts 15 feet thick above the

decksj had to be removed by the continual labors of

the seamen.
A.mid such scenes as these, the long winter slowly

passed away. Early in March the crews began to

stir. On the 11th of that month the thermometer
was 41° below zero; and yet this temperature was
not considered as too severe for active operations.

Ou the 4:th of A])ril, 1851, preparations were made
to travel on sledges, for the purpose of pursuing the

inland searches. Capttiin Ommaney was directed to

cross Barrow's Strait and Cape Walker. Lieutenant

Aldrich was sent with two sledges and II: men toward
the unknown channel of Byam-Martin Island. Lieu-

tenant McOormick was dispatched to Melville Island,

to prosecute his researches as far as Winter Harbor,
with tH'o sledges and 13 men. Other officers were
sent in other directions; making in all hfteen sledges,

manned by 105 men, who were thus distributed in

various directions, in order to obtain information and
indications of the caroor and fate of the scjuadrou of

Sir John Fraukliiu
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southern route, the squadron soon came in sight of

Gary Isles, and then of the fiat-topped region betwean
Cape York and Dudley Digges. The steamers then

rapidly advanced on their homeward way. On the

28th of August they reached Wolstenholme Island.

Plere they were stopped by the floating ice ; and an-

choring fast to an iceberg, they awaited the first open-

ing which might occur. Here began traces again of

the noraade Esquimaux ; and thus they seemed to

have returned to communion with the rest of n
kind. By the 1st of September the vessels still re-

mained closely packed in the ice ; and nothing ap-

peared to the view from the mast-head, except the

boundless horizon of the frozen ocean. It was nev-

ertheless necessary for Captain Osborn to make a
bohl push of some description, to be released from his

confinement, for starvation itself might soon surprise

his associates in their imprisonment. In a day or

two a fortunate slackening of the ice encouraged
them to attempt on entering. So diffijult and slow
was their progress, that they did not advance more
than the snip s length during the period, and afler

the labors, of an hour. By dint of constant screwing
aud heaving, however, some advance was made.
Gradually the sea beca^ le more open ; and then the

j)owers of the steam-engine were brought into play.

A moment's further delay might liavo secured their

detention for the whole winter, in those inhospitable

Hiid frozen climes. After a day of exces e exer-

tions, the ships had wormed their way through the

tioatiiig ice to the open sea which lay to the south of
it, and thus again were free.

( >n tlie oth of September the squadron commenced
its unobstructed voyage of return to Euglau'^. In

4i^ht days they reached the latitude of Cape Farewell,

and at length safely anchored at Grimby, in the

River H umber, precisely three weeks after the com-
mencement of their homeward-bound voyage. The
uxpediiiou had indeed failed either to rescue Sir J ohn

..J
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Franklin, or oven to soive the great mystery of hia

fate; neverthclei^s it luul made "assurance doubly

sure" that he had not been lost in the legions which

they had visitoi, Lnit that he must have proceeded

on his adventurous way to a very remote an<l uiio

qualed extreme of northern latitude. It ascertained

tliat, if he had perished at all, he had perished in tlie

execution of one of the boldest and most desponitt

resolutions ever entertained by man, to explore it'

possible, the utmost limits of the accessible earth;

and to arrive as near to the North Pole as it was pos-

sible for human heroism, endurance, and determina-

tion to approach.
But other interesting and valuable research s were

made by this expedition, which deserve notice.

These established the i'act that the Esquimaux triljes

which now inhabit portions of the Arctic Zone, were

once very numerous along the whole northern shore

of Barrow's Straits and Lancaster Sound, and that for-

merly the Esquimaux were among the most widely

dili'used races on the earth, so far as superficial ex-

tent is concerned. From Melville Island on the west,

to the isolated inhabitants of Northern Greenland,

called Arctic Highlands, many strange and anciei t

remains were discovered in various sheltered uookh

and corners on the shore, such as rude houses, caches,

hunting posts, and graves, which clearly proved thai

inhabitants once dwelt in this sad and solitarv cliuje,

who have now either become exterminated, or have

emigrated to some more genial region.

The origin of this people seems to have been in ihr

uni'th-eastern extremity of Asia ; for on the banks '•!

the Lena and the Indigirka, and along the whole extei.i

of the frozen Tundra^ which faces the Polai' Seas, ;i>

well as in New Siberia, the same species of circular

stone huts, the same whalebone raftei's, the same rudo

axes made of stones, and the same primitive imple-

ments of the chase, are still found to exist, and are

used uliku by the Esquimaux of Hudson Stiaits and
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Greenland, the Innnit of North America, and the

Tchuktchesof Behring's BtraitH. It is probable, there-

fore, that these people lirst leached the American
continent from tha east of Asia. Tlie Tchni^tches are

the only tribe of Si})eria who liave maintained their

independence; and have defied, assisted by the lior-

rid rigors of nature, the overwhelming power of lius-

sia. The other tribes of Siberia narrate how one of

the races called by them the Omoki, whose homes
were as nnmerona (.in the banks of the Lena as

the stars of an Arctic night, did formally remove
to unknown regions ; supposed by thera to be in

a north-eastern direction. They also tell of an-

other tribe, termed the Onkillon, who, having been
attacked by the Tchuktches, took shelter in a dis-

tant land to the northward from Cape Jakan. This

laud has now been found actually to exist in that

direction.

These people eventually reached the .shores of Da-
vis' Straits and the Atlantic Ocean ; and some of

them even advanced as far as Lancaster Sound, along

the Paifv Group. Compelled by the necessities of

food, and attracted by tie products of fishing and
hunting, they eventually reached Behring's Straits

;

and thus this unfortunate race extended over a vast

proportion of those inhospitable but habitable realms

which lie nearest to the Bole. Among the proofs of

this fact furnished by the researches of Captain Os-

born's expedition, may be mentioned the following

:

Kuins of the description already mentioned, were
tound between Bathurst and Cornwallis Land, on the

whole southern shore of Cornwallis Island, on Capes
Spencer and liiley, on Kadstock Bay, Ommaney
Harbor, Cape Warrender, and on the shores of Jones'

Sound. Formerly, also, many Esquimaux lived even

at the head of Baffin's Bay. On the coast northward
of Oape York, many deserted villages and dead
bodies have been found ; clearly indicating the ex-

istence of a people who have now either become ex
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tinct, or have congregated in a less rigorous locality.

All these tribes and races, whatever they may have

been, undoubtedly belonged to the general Esquimaux
family, who first originated in the north-eastera ex-

tremity of Asia.

A^crno Skarchino Expedition ; a Journal of a Boat-

voyage THROUGH RuFEKT's LaND AND THE ArOTIO

Sea, in Search of Sir John Franklin, bt Sm John
Richardson, in 1861.

The commander of this expedition was directed by

the British admiralty to leave England in a mail-

steamer for Halifax and New York ; and from tlie

latter place to proceed to Montreal, in order to confer

with Sir George Simpson, governor of the Hudson
Bay company's settlements. He was ordered thence

to travel by Lake Huron to Saut Ste. Marie and Lake
Superior, and there embark with a small crew, and

sail along the chain of lakes until he overtook Mi-.

Bell, whom it was supposed he would find at Isle a

la Crosse.

With four boats well adapted to this service, Sii-

John Richardson was ordered to proceed and exam-
ine the extensive North American coast between tlie

Mackenzie and Coppermine Rivers. Passing tlio

winter at Fort Good Hope, or Confidence, near Great

Bear Lake, he was directed in the following spring lo

resume his journey, and explore the passages between
Wollastoii, Banks', and Victoria Lands, so as to cro.^s

the routes of Sir J. C. Ross' detached parties ; and

thence to return again to Great Bear Lake. It was

hoped that this comparatively novel and untried di-

rection of search, might probably reveal some satis-

factory indications or memorials of the faie and situ-

ation of Sir John Franklin.

The length of this interior navigation to the Arctic

Sea from Montreal, is about 4,400 miles. Sixteen

hundred of these are performed on the Mackenzi<»
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Kiver and its tributaries. The boats employed in this

expedition measured 30 feet in length, six in breadth,

three in depth ; and were provided with masts, sails,

oars, anchors, and tools; and each weighed half a ton.

A crew of five men was deemed su&cient for each.

Among the seamen selected to man the b ats, were
sappers, miners, carpenters, blacksmiths, armorers, and
engineers. These fourboats properly provigiioned, were
embarked, together with the men of the expedition,

on board the " Piince of Wales " and "Westmin-
ster," bound to York Factory, one of the posts of the

Hudson Bay company ; and there both ships eventu-

ally arrived, after a stormy passage, with the boats

and their respective crews. In May, 1851, Sir John
Richardson and liis chief associate, Mr. Rae, left the

house of Mr. Ballenden, at Saut Ste. Marie, near
Lake Superior, and entered on the active duties of
their expedition.

We will omit some details of their travels, as long

as these continue through those intermediate regions

which are not directly connected with the Arctic
Zone ; and which throw but little light upon the pe-

culiarities of that remote portion of the earth. The
expedition pursued its designated route, until at

length they entered the estuary of the Mackenzie
River. At four o'clock in the morning they embarked,
and crossing a shallow bar at the end of a sand-bank,
they l' -wU between E-ichards' Island and the main
laud. They soon perceived about 200 Esquimaux
coming toward them in their canoes, and three umiaks
tilled with women and children. It was necessary
to beat off these intruders, who by hanging on to the

sides of the boats impeded their progress ; nor were
the voyagers certain that no hostile attack was in-

tended by these half-starved and importunate semi-

savages.

As soon as these two parties in the several boats

came in contact, a buisy scene of barter began to be
enacted. The Esquimaux had arrows, bows, knivet
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of copper, or of bone, and articles of that description

to soil ; and for these they received in return knives,

files, hatchets, awls, and needles. The articles ol)-

tained by the explorers were indeed of little service

to them ; l)nt they wished to conciliate the Esqui-

maux ; and inasmuch as the latter considered a •^ifl

without an equivalent accepted in return as an insult,

it was necessary to barter with them in order to fur-

nish them the articles which they desired. The Eu-

i^lish boats were much incr nmoded by the crowds of

Kscpiimaux who were dis})osed to hold on to their

sides, and If became necessary to use violence some-

times to coiip'jl them to release their grasp. At
length the boat commanded ])y Lieutenant Clark was

attacked by the Esquimaux around it. An attempt

was made to plunder it. A struggle ensued between

the crew of six men and the assailants, and a musket
was fired by Lieutenant Clark, as a signal to his as-

sociates for assistance. The other boats then imme-
diately wore around, and came to the protection of

the assailed. Muskets were presented, and an attack

threatened by the English sailors ; the effect of which

demonstration was, to induce the Esquimaux at once

to desist from all further aggressive operations, and

resume friendly relations.

Thus, as the boats pursued their way, they were ac-

companied by the Esquimaux canoes. At length as

they began to lose sight of the land entirely, tne Es-

quimaux gradually fell behind them, and returned to

their encampment on the shore of the estuary. Dur-

ing this intercourse between the voyagers and the na-

tives, the inquiries of the formw* were directed to ob-

taining information in reference to the discovery

shifs. But the natives uniformly persisted in de-

c^^ung, that they knew uotning about any white peo-

ple, or any ships on their coast. They all denied hav-

mg been present in any interviews which took place

between their countrymen and the navigators of those

seas in previous years. One person alone, in answei
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tn the inquirios of Captain Richardson, declared that

a party oi white men were living on a neighboring

island, called Richards' Island, But as the expedi-

tion had visited and exanriined that locality but a day
two previously, his assertion was known to be false

Captain Richardson requested his interpreter to in-

form the Esquimaux that he had recently been there,

and knew that he was lying; which declaration only

called forth a hearty laugh from the Esqnimaux,
whose only desire was, by a fabricated story, to in

(luce the expedition to sojourn longer in the neigh-

borhood, and waste its time in fruitless researches.

These Esquimaux are a singular race, and one of

their distinctive peculiarities is, that they are strictly

a littoral people. They live only on the '. re, and
tliey inhabit an area of nearly 5,000 miles of sea-

hoard. Their habitations extend from the Straits of

Belle-isle to the Peninsula of Alaska. Throughout this

vast extent of region there is no material variation in

their dialect, except what may be justly termed pro-

vincialisms. An interpreter burn on the east main or

western shore of James' Bay, experienced no diffi-

culty in understanding the language of the Eequi-

maux of the estuary of the Mackenzie ; although the

distance between the two localities was at least 2,500
miles. Traces of the encampments of this same race

have been discovered as far north on the American
continent as the foot of the boldest adventurer has
trodden. Their capacity to endure the privations of

these frozen and rugged regions, results evidently

from their disposition to subsist on blubber, and their

long practiced ability to inhabit houses and huts con-

structed of ice and snow. They employ drift-timbei

whenever it is accessible ; but they can do without it,

and can tind a ^ood substitute iu the fabrication of
their weapons, sledges, and boat-frames, iu the teeth

and bones of whales, morses, and other sea-monsters.

They associate together in large numbers, to engage
in the pursuit of the whale ; and this fact indicated

f
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the posscRsion of no small dcgroo of natural hardi

hood and intelli<5ence. Those of the EH(iuimaiix who
luive been received into the service of tho Hudson
Hay company, at the diHtant fiir-poats, have very booh

acquired tlie habits of their wliite associates, and

|>n>ved eventually to be more industrious, intelligent,

and trustworthy than domesticated Indians. Among
themselves a great deal of honesty prevails ; and tlu'

private hunting-grounds of the ditterent families an

secure from all depredations from other members ut

the nation. But their dexterity and pertinacity in

tliioving the property of strangers a'o very remarka-

ble, liiey are brave in their conliicts, and aredevdid
of liie pusillanimity of the Indians of the southom
zones. All their peculiarities, both personal and nu

tional, serve to establish the position advauced in tin

preceding article of this work, that the various Jis-

quimaux tribes possess one and the same origin, juifl

that they emanated originally from tho north-eastuiii

extremity of the continent of Asia.

As soon as the Esquinuiux canoes had disappeared

from view, the boats were steered toward the opposite

shore, at a spot where there were several winter hah

itations of the natives. This place is situated about

eight miles to the eastward of Point Warren. The
buildings are placed on a spot where the water is

tiutlicieutly deep for a boat to come close to the beach

;

so that the natives may be able to tow a whale or

seal to the place where they intend to cut it up. The

houses themselves were constructed of drift-timber,

strougly built together, and covered with a layer ol

earth from one to two feet in thickness. Light and

air are admitted through a small low door at one ex-

tremity ; and even this aperture in winter is closed

by a slab of ice. In that case their greasy lamps sup-

ply them to some extent with heat, as well as with

light. These huts are large enough to permit ten or

twelve people to seat themselves around the hre,

built in the center on the ground. In winter the im-
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perfect udinispion of tVerfli Jiir, atiJ tlio offluvia ari*

sing from tlioir greasy aii«l liltliy bodies, render theil

abodes not only disagreeable in the extreme, but also

exceedini'ly unwholesoiue. Yet these j>eculiaritiea

cliaracterize the whole Es(iuiniaux tribes throughout
the whole extent and variety of their diii'usion.

llaviniT resumed their route on the 4tb of August,
Ciiptain Kiehardsou pulled for three hourd across

(.'ouland Hutchinson Inlet, and landed at lenirth on its

i-asteru shore. This inlet, is about 10 miles in witlth,

and its mouth is obstructed by sand banks. Having
computed their position, they found it to be G9° 44'

north latitude ; and the variation of the needle was
58° east. This whole coast is low, though in the in-

land, some sandy clitis were discovered. The soil

was soft, boggy, and treacherous, and the whole
country was covered over with ponds and small lakes.

On the 8th of August the expedition reached
Cape Brown. Here they came in contact again with
the Esc^uimaux, After the usual exchange of articles

had been completed, incjuiries were made in refer-

ence to the missing ships. The Esquimaux declared
tliat no large ships had ever visited that coast ; and
tliat these were the only white men whom they had
ever seen. It seems that Captain Richardson liad

visited this coast twenty-three years before ou a com-
mercial expedition ; and had then met some of these

same people. liut they denied having the least

knowledge or recollection of him or of his associates.

Captain Hichardson crossed Kussel inlet, and
passed Cape Brown. 'They then reached Cape Dal-
Liuusie and pitched their tent upon tlie beach. This

island and the cape are Hat ; but toward the sea there

are steep clilfs 40 and 50 feet in height. There are also

deep ravines in the interior, produced by the melting
of the snows in the beginning of summer. From
this point the boats steered across Liverpool Bay,
and approached Nicholson Island. They then landed
and encamped oil' Cape Maitlaiid. The surface of

I
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this cape is level, but its shores are girt with nigged

cliffs 80 feet in height. A frozen surface is con-

stantly exposed to view, and permanent gro'ind-ice is

everywhere to be found, twenty inches beneath the

surface of the soil. Vegetation is very meager and

scanty.

From this point the expedition proceeded to Har-

rowby Bay, and Baillie's Islands. They Handed at

the latter i)lace at evening, and pitched the ir tent to

pass the night in repose. They soon discsovercd a

large fleet of Esquimaux canoes approaching in tlio

form of a crescent, in the dim twilight. Tbe object

of the natives was to trade ; but as Captain Richard-

sou wished his men to have an opportunity to repose

during the night, he ordered a ball to be fired across

the path of the canoes. This immediately stopped

their further progress ; and an interpreter then in

formed the Esquimaux that there would be no barter-

ing that night, but that if they would return in the

morning tlieir wishes should be gratified. After a

short consultation the Esquimaux seemed to be satis-

fied with this arrangement and retired. At two

o'clock the next morning the expedition resumed
their journey, and soon met the approaching Esqui-

maux. From them they ascertained that their sum-

mer season here continues only during two months,

of which this (August) was one ; that during this pe-

riod they have no ice whatever ; and that they car-

ried on their black-whale fishing. The extent of their

operations usually consists in the capture of two

whales during the whole summer—sometimes, though

rarely, they obtain three. Sometimes they are alto-

gether unsuccessful and secure none. In that case the

succeeding winter generally proves to be one of great

want and hardship. Their ignorance of the I'est of the

world may be inferred from the following incident

:

One of them asserted to Captain E-ichardson that

Cape Bathurst was an island. When the latter deuied

this assertion, the li^squimaux responded with great
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Binceritv, "Are not all lands islands?" At this

point Captain Richardson buried some pemmican
and erected a 8ignal-po«t. A. hole was dng on
the top of the cliff, in which a case of pemmican
was deposited, with a mcraorandum explaining the

purposes of the expedition. The utmost care was
used in replacing the turf so as to avoid detection

;

some drift timber was then placed on the spot and
Iturned; and a pole painted red and white was planted
at a distanctj of 10 feet. To induce the Esquimaux
not to disturb the post, some articles of value were
suspended upon it. Soon several Esquimaux were
seen running toward the polo ; they quickly stripped

it of its hangings; but did not disturb the signal

itself.

From this point the expedition proceeded to the

south-east of Uape Bathurst, along the shore, -vhich

sometimes rose to the height of '250 feet. At Point
Trail, in north latitude 70° 10', the bituminous shale

had been ignited and burned ; and the bank had
crumbled down from the destruction of the beds, pre-

senting a most singular appearance.
August the llui the expedition continued their

route along the coast, and at length reached Point
Stivene, and on the 13th landed on the shores of Sell-

wood Bay. Their next sojourn was on one of the

western points which terminate Cape Parry. This

portion of the cape presents a singular aspect when
approaching: it from the sea. It is an eminence 500
feet in heisr t, which far surmounts all the surround-

ing region. In the neighborhood of this spot, at

Cocke(>Hat Point, a letter was deposited with a case

of pemmican; over which were placed fragments of

liuie&tones, covered with red paint. It was hero that

the members of this expedition tirst saw the drift-

ice. They sailed on past Clapperton Island, Point

Pearce, and Point Keats. The lirst indications of the

app 'oach of winter now began to force themselves

upon their notice ; for the soa became covered with

I
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thin ice, which sometimes very essentially impeded
their progress. At Cape Parry they still saw traces

of the Esquimaux ; thev had the first severe frost

during the uight ; and the ice already exceeded an

inch in thickness.

On the 12th of September the expedition nearly

reached Cape Kendall. It had progressed thus far

along the north-western coast of the North American
contment, without meeting any traces of Sir John
Franklin. At this point the sea became so obstructed

with ice that it was impossible to pursue the jour-

ney along the sea-shore, although they wer» still at

some considerable distance from the Coppermine
River, the appointed boundary of their travels. Cap-

tain Richardson, determined to continue the journey

by land. The company provided themselves with

thirteen day's provisions of pemmican, with cooking

utensils, bedding, snow-shoes, astronomical instru-

ments, fowling-pieces, ammunition, and portable boat,

nets, and lines. Each man was compelled tc carry a

load of sixty-five pounds. The boats of the expedi-

tion were left behind on the shore, and the tent with

a few cooking articles and hatchets, were abandoned
to the Esquimaux.
On the 3d of September at six o'clock in the morn-

ing, the journey commenced. They pursued a direct

course toward the bottom of JJack's Inlet. The snow

was deep, and advance was laborious and diliicult.

So heavy was the way that most of the men were will-

ing to leave behind them their carbines. At night

they halted under a basalt cliif iJOO feet in height.

The sea was here full of ice. They still occasionally

met Esquimaux, whose services they employed in fer-

rying them over the numerous inlets which interrupt-

ed their way along the coast. Among the Esquimaux

whom Captain Richardson met, were two who are

mentioned by Mr. Simpson. One of these was rec-

ognized by a large wen which marked his Ibrehead;

viud the other by his being crippled, and uiing crutches
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They had been very kindly treated by MesBrs. Dease
and Simpson; and they were therefore disposed to

be tVienaly, together with their whole tribe, toward
the white people. The travelers bought skin-boots

from them, which proved of very great service.

Captain Richardson permitted none of his men to

enter their huts, or to offer any indignity to these

h;irmles8 and forlorn beings. He himself visited one

of their cabins, both for the purpose of obtaining a

glimpse of their household appearance, and to pre-

sent some needles and other articles to their women.
He found in one hut bIx or seven females sewing,

seated in a circle. They were nearly naked, and very

dirty. On his entrance they seemed both ashamed
and afraid. Captain Richardson shrewdly conjec-

tured that, as these people had heard of the approach
of the strangers, they had purposely rendered them-
selves as repulsive as possible, by rubbing mud and
ashes on theii faces and persons. They received his

presents in a friendly manner ; but seemed quite re-

lieved when the hardv old mariner took his leave.

This is a singular circumstance, as illustrating how, in

every clime and country under heaven, men's pas-

bions, their fears, and their artifices are uniformly

and invariably the same I

At length the travelers arrived on the si jres of

liiehardson's Itivcr. This river was discovered in

1622, by sonic huntei*s of Sir John Franklin's party,

and its outlet was then erroneously supposed to be
onij live miles west of the Coppermine. In 1839
Mr. V. (upson explored this river, and ascertained that

it fallr into Back's Inlet in north latitude 67° 53' 57".

liaviu^, crossed this river in a small boat of Lieuton-
uut Halkett, which could carry but two persons at

once, they resumed their march. In a short time
dicy gained the summit of the ridge which divided
the valley of the Richardson from that of the Copper-
mine River. This ridge was now covered with snow.
IVom its summit they saw in the distance the Cop-

M
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The term Esquimaux is probably derived from the

words, Gev/x qui miaux ^ or it may have originated

from tlie shouts of Teymd which the natives uttered,

when they surrounded tlie iirat exploring ships in their

canoes. The saik>rs of the Hudson Bay company's
vessels still call tliem Seymos. The word Eisquimaux
does not belong to the language of the nation. These
invariably call themselves Invrit^ the people, from
I-7mky a man.
One peculiaritv of this race is that they alone, of

all the aboriginal races, are known to inhabit portions

of both the old and the new continents. Their lan-

guage and their customs, in consequence of the pe-

culiarity of their position, have also remained strange-

ly unaltered by any contact or collision with the rest

of the world. They confine themselves to the shores

;

aud neither wander inland, nor cross extensive seas.

They extend along the whole northern boundary of
America, from Behring's Straits to the Straits of Bell-

ible, and alon^ both shores of Greenland and Lab-
rador. Their appearance is singular. Their faces

are egg-shaped, with considerable prominenc in the

cheek bones. Their foreheads are narrow and taper
upwards. Their chins are conical but not acute.

Generally their noses are broad and depressed. Their
proliles, in consequence of the receding both of the
forehead and the chin, present a more curved outline

than is found in any other variety of the Caucasian
race. Their complexions are not red, but of an inter-

mediate hue between red and white. They have lit-

tle or no beards ; but the hair of the head is long,

straight, thick, and coarse. The men are of medium
size, broad-shouldered, and muscular. In both sexes

the hands ai>d feet are smali and well formed. The
teeth, especially of the young girls, ai-e generally of

buperior regularity and beauty.

rhe chief subsistence of this extensive race depeuds
upon hunting and fishing, in the spring the opening
rivers give them the opportunity to spear and oaptura

f
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the fish which at that periorl ascend tlio streams to

spawn. Tlien also they hunt the reindeer, whic!)

bring forth their yonng on the coasts and islands be-

fore the snow is entirely melted on tlie ground.

They also take a large quantity of swans, geese, and

ducks. The months of July and August are em-

ployed in the capture of whales ; and when they aro

successful in this, tbeir own sustenance for the ensu-

ing year is secured. During the two summer months
they live in tents made of skins, and then they provide

their stores of food for winter use. At mid-winter thoy

are usually in total darkness. At that period they

live in houses framed of drift timber, which are

thickly covered with earth. They have no windows
in their dwellings, and they enter by a low trap door

inserted either on the side, or in the roofs. The floor

is covered with rude timber, and they have no lire-

place. A large flat stone is placed in the center which
8U})ports a lamp, by the flame of which they often cook.

The Esquimaux hunter can trap the seal, notwith-

standing the great acuteness and vigilance of that au

imal ; and his plunder also serves to assist in sustain-

ing Esquimaux life in the spring months.
The summer architecture of this race is peculiar.

By that period of the year, the snow has acquired a

siiflicient degree of coherence to form a light build-

ing matei-ial ; and of this material the Esquimaux
erect comfortable huts which are dome-shaped, and

are often used in preference to their tents. They flrst

trace a circle on the smooth surface of the snow.

The sides are built of slabs of ice instead of brick o\

granite. The summit is composed of similar slabs

and the floor is laid with the same material Eac/

slab in the building is carefully titted to its plac(^

where it becomes congealed and frozen into the solioi

mass. All the crevices are plugged up, and the

seams carefully closed, by throwing loostj snow over

the fabric. The walls ai-e only three or four inches

in thickness, and therefore nearly translucent ; fl«
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that they admit an agreeable light to the interior

from without. All the furniture, consisting of seats,

tables, and sleeping places, are formed of snow, and
are covered with rein-deer or seal skins, which ren-

der them quite comfortable. Often these houses

arc built contiguous to each other, with low galleries

running between them. These houses are durable,

and the sun rarely acquires sufficient strength in that

clime either to thaw or to destroy them.
The Esquimaux who live on the estuary of the

Mackenzie river, carry on a traffic with the western

Esquimaux from the region of Point Barrow and
Behring's Straits, whom they meet half-way between
their respective homes on the coast. The central

Esquimaux have but little traffic with the Europeans,
and articles of Russian manufacture are never or

rarely seen further east than Point Atkinson. Those
who live between Behring's Straits and the Mac-
kenzie pierce the lower lip near the angle of the

mouth, and fill the aperture with labrets resembling
buttons, sometimes made of blue quartz, and some-
times of ivory. Many of them transfix the septum
of the nose with an ivory needle. The women are

generally tattooed on the chin ; and turn up and plait

their hair carefully, and are not devoid of pride in

their personal appearance. From this circumstance
northern navigators justly infer that more deference
is paid to them by the men, than usually prevails

among semi-barbarous tribes. It is said by Captain
Richardson, that the unmarried women among the

Esquimaux are modest and decorous in their deport-

ment; but that the married ones allow themselves

very considerable liberties, and that, too, with the con-

nivance of their husbands. Yet this reserve, even
among the unmarried Esquimaux women, does not

exist among the tribes located on the northern coast

of Greenland. There both young and old indicated

their vicious laxity to the navigators by signs and

gestures of the most indelicate 'ind unequivocal na
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hue, and more than once, wives have been known to

be offered to tlio strangers b}' tlieir husbands theni'

Helves, plainly and without disf^uiso, while the wo-

man herself stood by, and freely acquiesced in her

proposed prostitution.

The Esquimaux like most barbarians are excellent

mimics. Hi.'' possess the power of imitating tlie

•gestures and voices of others with great ability.

They also display extraordinary powers of grimace
and contortion, and could (;xhibit themselves in the

most singular positions and attitudes. The dress of

both sexes is very nearly alike, and consists (A' a coat

with a pointed skirt both before and behind
;
pantaloons

or leggings which extend to the waist ; and lon^'

boots made of seal skin, and water tight, resembling

moccasins. They have acquired considerable skill

in the preparation ol whale, seal, and deer skins.

These they use for various purposes, some as thougs

and lines in the capture of sea-beasts, some as har-

ness for their dog-sledges, and some as soles for their

moccasins, whicli are thus rendered water-proof.

They have also invented a light water-proof outer

dress, formed from the intestines of the wliale, which
they secure around the top of their small canoes,

and which protects them from the waves of the sea.

They acquire extraordinary skill in the management
of their canoes or kaiyaks, and possess the hardihood
of fearless seamen. Their dogs and reindeer consti-

tute their chief wealth, and are in fact quite indispen-

sable to their existence and comfort.

The religion of the great Esquimaux race is a sin-

gular subject of inquiry, and yet one which furnishes

only the most unsatisfactory results. Their religious

conceptions are simple and crude in the extreme.

There is but little to know of them on this point ; uud

that little is not to their credit. The most prominent
idea in their religion id the belief in witchcraft, and

in the agency of evil spirits. They worship demons
much more devoutly than they worship (iod. Cer
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tain individuals among them profess to possess a

great influence over evil spirits. They believe that

persons are killed by sorcery ; that they art! and may
become the messengers and servants of the devil

;

that sorcerers may clian«^o the appearance of indi-

viduals wlio are under tlieir spell ; and accordingly,

sorcerers are themselves a powerful class among
them.

Yet the Esquimaux have often become willing and
docile converts to the christian faith, as taught them
by the Moravian missionarieB in Labrador and Green-
laud. They have readily acquired the art of reading

and writing, and displayed no inconsiderable apti-

tude for the acquisition of knowledge. The language
of the Esquimaux is admitted by the most learned

philologists to be similar iu its structure to the rest

of the North American tongues. There seems to be
a singular inconsistency between the comprehensive-
ness and artificial structure of the language, and its

resemblance to that of neighboring ludian tribes, and
the isolation of the people themselves. Their lan-

guage does not materially vary along the whole im-
mense extent of country over which their race is

dilfused ; thus furnishing another evidence of the

identity and unity of this primitive and singular

people.

1 et the Esquimaux are divided into several tribes

according to their different locations. Those on the

southern portion of King William's Sound, are called

the TGhugatachih } and they are located between
iJehring's Straits and Bristol Bay. Further to the

uorth the Kuskatchewak reside between the island

Nuniwak and Cape Neweuham. These are neither

uomadic nor given to the chase ; but dwell in per-

manent villages, and have a strong attachment to

their ancestral homes. In each of these villages there

is a public building termed the Kashim^ where coun-
cils and festivals a^'<? held . It has raised platforms
arouud the wall^-' with a place in the center for thtt

: I
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fire, and an aperture in tlie roof for tlie escape of th«

Brnoke and tlie admission of light.

Tlie Tchukche tribe who inhahit the shores of tlie

Gulf of Anadyn, seem once to have had possession ot"

the coast of Asia, as far westward as tlie one hundred
and sixtieth parallel. They are divided in the Sed

entary, and tlie Reindeer T hukche. These are botli

strong and powerful races, and very much reseniblo

in tlieir appearance the North American Indians.

The encroachments of the Russians and Cossacks

have driven them back beyond the Kolyma, into the

north-eastern corner of Asia ; but there they have re-

mained free and unsubdued by their more powerful

assailants. This ti-ibe has domesticated both the dog

and the reindeer, of which they possess numerous
herds. They are skillful traders in furs and walrus'

teeth, which *' oy exchange for tobacco, articles of

iron, hardware, and trinkets. They frequently travel

on their sledges drawn by reindeer, accompanied by

their women and children, their arms, tents, and

household goods. Their yearly journeys continue for

six months, for they make circuitous routes in pursuit

of pasture and trade. Previous to the establishment

of the Russian Fur company, these people yearly

traveled for these purposes over an extent of seveu-

teen hundred miles of North American coast.

Another tribe of the Esquimaux are called the

Kutchins, who live westward between the Macken-
zie and Behring's Sea. The males possess the aver

a,^e height of Europeans, are well formed, with reg

uTar features, high foreheads, and li^lit complexions.

The women resemble the men; and Captain Richaid-

Bon speaks of the wife of one of the chiefs as being

so handsome, that iu any country she would be con-

sidered a fine looking woman. The women have

their chins tattooed, and the men paint their faced

both red and black. Their arms consist of a bow and

wrow, a dagger, knife, and spear. Fire-arms have

lately been introduced among them, and are very
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much prized. Wliorc a man has iK>t l)conablc to ob-

tain a gun, he always carrieH vvitli him a 8nn])ly of

powder and shot, and for these he ol)tain8 a snare of

the game killed by the posseflsors of a gun or rifle.

This singular exj>edient exists very extensively am<Mjg
the Esquimaux tribes.

The chief men among tlie Kutchins practice polyg-

amy, and have two or three wives, and some even
five. Very poor men who cannot support a wife re

nuiin single. But it is said that a good wrestlei

whether poor or rich, can always obtain a wife. In

winter the wjmen perfcu-m all the drudgery about
the house. They collect the firewood, assist the dogs
in hauling the sledges, and bring snow to melt for

water. They do everything, in fact, except cooking,

and that is attended to by the men alone. The wo-
men carry their infants, like the re.^t of the Esqui-

nuiux, on their backs in seats made from birch bark,

with the sides and back resembling those of an arm-
chair. They even bandage the feet of their children

to prevent them from growing, inasmuch as snuill

I'eet are considered handsome. This custom resem-
bles that of the Chinese, except that it is not confined

to the females. The Kutchins are a lively and cheer-

ful people. Dancing and singing are their chief

iimusements ; wrestling and all kinds of athletic di-

versions are in fashion among them. Their religion

also consists chiefly in the belief in sorcery and evil

spirits, whom they endeavor to propitiate through
their shamans, who profess to be able to communicate
with the unseen world, and to possess the power of

prophesying future events. When any one of their

tribe dies suddenly, or unex}>ectedly, the event is al-

ways attributed to sorcery ; and some evil spell is

charged against either a member of their own tribe or

of some neigboring one. Then blood money is imme-
diately demanded, and if it be refused, they do not

rest until an opportunity is found to avenge the sup*

posed murder by s une n^tributive deed of \ iolence

I
:Tf»i..



I]

B

11 'I

456 PBOORK8S OF AUOTia OISOOVBRr.

and death. An instance is narrated in which blood

money was demanded and received for several years,

tor tlie snpposed death of a relative who was after-

ward discovered to 1)0 still alive. When demand was

a;j;uin made the onsiiiiii^ year for the usnal payment,
three of the party making it were slain in expiation

of their fjilselioiKJ and extortion.

Tiiese Kiitchiiis arc treacherous and warlike; and

g(Mieially ennjagcd in hostilities with the surrounding
rribcs. One half of the poj)ulation of the Yukon
has thus heen destroyed during tlu- last twenty-live

years. They pass the summer months chieHy in dry-

ing the whitc-iish for winter use. Their wealth con-

sists partly in beads; and to become a chief among
the Kntchins, a man must have beads equal in value

to the amount of two hundred beavers. In summer
when they are traveling they rarely erect their tents.

In winter their encampments are nsually placed in

groves of fir trees, where they either live in huts or

m their winter tents constructed of skins with the hair

unremoved.
The i>rocess of courtship among these people is

very simple indeed. The lover goes early in tlie

morning to the abode of the object of his passion,

and without saying anything, begins to bring in wa-

ter ; to heat the stones which are used to create steam
for their bath; and to prepare food. The inmate.-;

then ask him who he is, and why he does this, lie

states that he wishes to obtain the daughter of the

man who dwells there as his wife. If he is not re-

fused, ho remains as a servant in the family for ;i

year, and at the termination of that probationary pe-

riod lie receives both a reward for his services and his

bride into the bargain. No ceremony of marriage
takes place between them. When a man dies, he is

mourned by his whole clan. Slavery exists among
them to some extent ; and those who are in bondage,
are prisoners taken captive in war, who are often sold

and re-Bold by difl'erent owners, unless they are re
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deemed by tlicir own relatives. These slaves have
been known to be sometimes sucrificed us victims to

tlio shades of tlieir (lei)arted warriorn and horoes.

Tliey also j'ossess the art of manuracturin|' various

iutiolos of iron ware ; an acconi[»lishment which they
j)n>l)ably derived at an early period, from their inter-

course with Russian traders.

The winter having at lenajth passed away, the trav-

elers who Composed Sir John Kichunlt^on's company
iit Fort Confidence, prepared in the ensuing spring to

resume their operations. It yet remained their duty to

reach Wollaston and Victoria Lands, and thus to com-
pl( the search in that direction. In consequence of

the forced desertion and loss of the boats of the expe-
dition as previously narrated, it would have heem im-

practicable for the whole party to accompany those

who performed this journey ; nor was tins in fact

necessary ; and Mr. Kae, the younger and more ro-

Ijust associate of Captain Richardson, was selected to

perform the service which yet remained. The ability

and zeal of this gentleman well fitted him for the

task. He had already explored the country between
Fort Confidence and the Coppermine River during

the winter months, for the purpose of ascertaining

the best route to be folinwod in the spring.

Accordingly, in April Mr. Rae, taking charge of
the only boat which the expedition still possessed,

conveyed provisions, boat-stores, and various other

necessaries on dog-slcdges, across toward the Kendall
itiver, and postecl two men at Flett's Station, together

with two Indians, to protect them. Six men composed
the crew of the bout under the command of Mr. Rae.
Two men were left in charge of Fort Confidence.

Mr. Rae having waited for the breaking up of the

ice on the Dease River, hauled kis boat thither, on
which he embarked on the 8th of June. His ascent

of the stream was slow, in consequence of the large

masses of ice, some of them miles in length, which
impeded his progress. They ascended the south-east-

W'



P'-J i

,1 !

t'

458 PROGRESS OF ARCTIC DISCOVERT.

em branch of that stream. On tlio 17th Ihey paBsed

over the lake from which the river flnws, on the ice.

It contains some isLands and is four miles in width.

From this hike they travehnl ovciland fi»i-six miles

nearly due east, and on the 2lst they readied the Ken-

dall River, to which the provisions had been previ-

ously conveyed in April. They then descended tlie

Kendall to the Coppermine River.

At this place they were detained by tie ice, wliich

was still unbroken, during five days. They then sailed

down the Coppermine to the sea ; and found a iirir-

row channel alon^ the shore of Richardson Ijuv,

where the ice still lay against the rocks. They pro-

ceeded on and rounded Point Mackenzie, and entered

Back's Inlet, which was then but partially opened.

They soon reached the head of the inlet, and at once

sailed up Rae River, wliich Captain Richardson had

discovered the preceding autumn.
For the purpose of examining the country, Mr. Rae

followed the river for twenty geographical miles in-

land. It is very straight in its direction, and flows

over a bed of limestone. Its banks are extremely

rugged, and sometimes presented precipices 200 feet

in neight. The party then -"eturned to the mouth of

the river. Their position now was 67° 55' 20" norfli

latitude. They reached Cape Kendall, where they

experienced a heavy thunder-storm, whi<;h compelled

them to land. On the 27th they continued their

course to Cape Ilearne. Basil Hall Bay they found

filled with unbroken ice from one side to the other.

The next day a crack occurred in the ice large enough
to permit the boat to reach an island in tlie midille

of the bay. On the north side of* this island they

found fcome open water which enabled them to id-

vance two miles further. On the 30th they readied

Cape Krusenstern.

This was the most suitable spot from wh.ch to de-

sert the shore, and commence the traverse or direct

rente to Wollaston Land, passing near to Dou<^l.i~d

iS'iM
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Island. This circumstance was more fortunate, as

the cohiition of the ice along the shore rendered
their further advance in that direction impossible.

The party disembarked here and pitched their tents

on tlie top of the cliffs, and waited for a more favor-

able state of the ice ; w^ich liad already commenced
to break np. Here they were visited by some Esqui-

maux, who informed them that they had seen several

natives of WoUaston Land during the preceding win-

ter, and had been informed by them that no European
ships, boats, or seamen had ever visited their coun-

try. The situation of the party here was ascertained

to be 68° 24' 35" north latitude.

The ice in the bay was not sufficiently cleared to

permit Mr. Rae to proceed until the 19th of August.
iJntil this period tliere had been a closely packed
stream of ice stretching along the entire snore, and
grinding against the rocks as it was driven upon
tiiem by the wind. Having pulled seven miles from
hiad and being yet three miles distant from Douglass
Island, they were met by a stream of ice so closely

I'jicked and so rough, tnat it was impossible either

lo pass over it or through it. This compelled the

company to return to their former position on the

shore. During several sue ceding days they poled
their way along the beach, and thus advanced a few
I'liles to the southward. On the evening of the 22d
j\[r. Uae ascended a hill near the shore, and there be-

held wi'h a spy-glass nothing in the direction of Wol-
liiston Laud but the white ice forced upward by the

wind into irregular heaps; vhile to the east and
south-east there was a large Sj^jace of open water, be-

tween which and the ice-bouad shore, a vast stream
of ice some miles in length wa-t driving rapidly toward
Cape Hearne.
There was now no prospect ihat the sea would open

80 as to permit the frail crat\ n which Mr. Rae and
his men were embarked to venture across the main
to WoUaston Land. Wintei was then very near;

fi I:
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having obtained the slightest clue of them ; although

the plan of search pursued possessed some novel and
very considerable advantages in its favor.

The Second Voyage ob' thk Pkinoe Albert in Search
OF Sib John Franklin, under the commajh) of Wil-
liam Kennedy, in 1853.

This expedition was iitted out for the second time

by the liberality of Lady Franklin. The vessel was
8tnall, but had proved herself, on a former voyage
to the Polar seas, well adapted to the service.* That
voyage resulted in discovering traces of the the miss-

ing slnps at the entrance of Wellington Channel

;

and on its return Lady Franklin instantly resolved to

ecj^uip the present undertaking, with hopes of more
complete success ; and Captain Kennedy was invited

by her to take the command.
In May, 1851, the Prince Albert lay in the harbor

of Aberdeen ready for sea. Along the sides from
the keel to about two feet above the water-line, there

had been placed a doubling of planking two and a
half inches thick. The bows and stern-posts wei'e

bheathed in wrought iron, a quarter of an inch in

tuickness. Her hold iiad been strengthened with a
^icrfect labyrinth of cross-beams, for the purpose of

ijutter enabling her to endure the immense pressure

of the ice. The object of this second expedition of

the Prince Albert, was to continue the search by way
ot I*rince Heycut''8 Inlet^ an important portion of the

Polar region, v.4iich neithei" Captain Penny nor Cap-
tain Austin had explored, nor any other Arctic voy-

ager previous to that period.

The crew of the Prince Albert consisted of the

commanding officer and seventeen men. She was
furnished with two large anc valuable boats, one of

i^utta-percha, and the other of mahogany ; togethoi

* 8«« pag« M8 of this Toluma foi the detaila ot' thitt voTag«k
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with several smaller ones. The vessel was provi-

sioned for two years. On the 22cl of May she left

Aberdeen Harbor. Lady Franklin was then on board,

and as she left the ship after expre8sin<^ all her wishes

and hopes for the success of the gallant crew, was
loudly and enthusiastically cheered, as she deserved

to be, as she descended the vessel's side to return to

the shore. On the 23d of June the^ made Hoy
Sound, and soon reached Cape Farewell. Captain

Kennedy had been instructed to examine Prince Re-

tjjent's Inlet, and the passages connecting it with the

Western Sea, south-west of Cape Walker. To the

latter point, strong probabilities in favor of finding

traces of Sir John Franklin concentrated ; inasmuch
as it was supposed to be likely that he abandoned his

vessels to the south-west of Cape Walker ; from the

fact that he himself entertained the opinion that an

open passage was to be found from the westward into

the south part of Regent's Inlet ; and because this re-

gion of country was known to possess considerable

animal life, and he would have the stores })laced at

Fury Beach soon within his reach. It was also

thought that he would have pursued this route, inas-

much as he more piobably expected assistance to bo

sent him by way of Lancaster Sound and Barrow
Straits, into which Regent's Inlet opened, than by any

other direction.

By the let of July Captain Kennedy was in full

view of the shores of Greenland. They then pre-

sented a spectacle of more than ordinary interest and

sublimity. As far as the eye could reach, they seemed
a sterile and iron-bound coast, diversiHad here and

there with huge clitfs of rock and ice, ascendi^^'

sternly into the wintry heavens a thousand feet in

height. Often gloomy caverns were seen in the ice

which were portals for the discharge of some half-

frozen stream into the oaean, filled with small ice-

bergs which \v(jcf> but rolhng and tossing in the flood,

The vessel mjon passed Capos T'^. jlst-'^n and Com-
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fort ; and by the 8th of July they were three-fourths

of their way up Baffin's Bay, and nearly oi)posite to

the Danish village of Upernavick. At this village

thev took on board six powerful Esquimaux do^rs, and
sealskin boats adapted to tlie Arctic regions.

On the 13th, the Prince Albert fell in with the

American squadron which had just escaped from their

extraordinary drift of eight montlis in the heart of

tlie pack, through Lancaster Sound and Bafhu's Bay.
Finding Melville Bay completely closed by the ice,

Captain Kennedy determined to attempt a passage
further south. After four days of difficult and peril-

ous navigation, they succeeded in effecting an advance
of 120 miles through the packed ice, and reached
West Water on the 21st of August. This was a very
perilous exploit, and is one which has proved the de-

struction of many a Ijold adventurer in those seas.

The small dimensions of the Prince Albert seem to

have given her great advantages over her more bulky
associates. On the 20tli of August they were ou
Pond's Bay, and were here for tlie last time visited

by a small company of l^^squimaux. The extreme
rarity of the atmosphere in these northern climes,

was proved by the tact, that tne voices of the Esqui-

maux could be clearly heard as tliey approached the

vessel, at the distance of eight miles.

From Pond's Bay Captain Kennedy steered through
Lancaster Sound. On the 3d of September he

reached Barrow Straits. At this point he attempted
to reach Cape Uiley, in hope of there linding traces

of Sir John Franklin ; but after bearing up repeated-

ly for the North Land through heavy fogs, snow, ai»<l

gales, was compelled to abandon the purp<A-ie. Oa
the 4th of SepLeinbtir Captain Kennedy arrived at the

mouth of Prince Kegeut's Inlet, one of the special

objects of his search. He there found an unbroken
barrier of ice extending as far down the west side of

Prince Regent's inlet as the eye could see, piled up
in dense masses on the shore. The eastern ude ana
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They were compelled to draw up their boat on the

beach, and turning her over, to prepare to pass the

nigiit under her. So intense was the cold that Cap-

tain Kennedy was compelled to prevent the men
from sleeping during the whole night, knowing that

that alone would prevent them from freezing to death.

When the next morning dawned, and they looked out

on tlie troubled sea, they found that every vestige of

tlie Prince Albert iiad vanished.

This position of the captain and his men, was both
unpleasant and dangerous. He determined first to

fall back to Whaler Point, where Sir James Ross had
deposited a store of provisions. They found the

house erected by Sir James, still standing, and the

provisions in good order, consisting of pemmican,
chocolate and biscuit.

It was now the 10th of September and winter was
upon them. The only remedy for the lonely exiles,

was to make the best preparations possible to pass the

winter at Whaler Point, hoping in the ensuing spring

to obtain a rescue. It was a sad and sudden termi-

nation to the voyage, and they submitted to it most
reluctantly. Tiiey went to work and transformed
the launch left there by Sir James Uoss into a shelter.

by laying her main-mast on supports at the bow and
stern, and spreadin<5 over them two sails. This pro-

cured them a sheller. A stove was set up in the

cehter of the boat with the pipe running throu*

roof. This warmed them. They obtained bh
and clothes from the depot left by Sir James ; and
this rendered their condition more tolerable. Thus
ihuir dreary residence in those Polar regions began,
with tJie prospect of a lo!ig and increasingly rigorous

winter before them. What the tinal issue might be,

ihey could not predict. Time alone could solve that

mystery. The only signs of life which appeared
aroimd them, were a few Polar beai's and foxes.

Happily an unexpected termination was put to

their danger and suspense on the 17th of September,
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by the niidden appearance of a party of seven men
under Mr. Bellot, who had left the Prince Albert in

search of the absentees, and luid (h'agged the jolly-

boat all the way from Batty Bay. It was the tliird

attempt which had been made to discover and rescue

them, by the crew on board the ship. The joy of

Captain Kennedy and his men at this sudden cleliv.

crance may readily be imagined. They were thus

snatched most j)robably from the jaws of a frozen and

mysterious grave which would soon have closed over

them.

Five weeks had elapsed during their involuntary

absence from the sliip, and they seemed to possess

the magnitude of years to the despairing wanderers.

So far distant we^'e they from the vessel, that it re-

quired a journey of several days to conduct tlieni

thither. The company then prepared to pass the win-

ter in their present situation. The deck was cleared

of luml)er and covered with a housing. They tlien

built out-houses of snow for various purposes, tor

wash houses, for a carpenter sh»p, and for forges.

All the powder on board was taken on shore and

buried in th-e snow. The winter was to be passed in

making extensive land journeys in all directions, in

search of Sir John Franklin. They prepared a quan

tity of snow-shoes and winter clothing. As soon a-

the ice in Prince Regent's Inlet permitted them lo

travel from the ships with safety, they commenced
their explorations.

The first object of inquiry was to ascertain whether
Fury Beach had l)een a point of refuge to any of Sir

John Franklin's company, since it was visited l»y

Lieutenant Robinson in 1849. It was also desirable

to form a depot of provisions there, to aid in future

researches which might be made in the same diree

tion. They followed the base of the lofty cliffs which
extend in an almost continuous line from Batty Bay
to Fury Beach. The company consisted of five per-

sons including Captain Kennedy. They dragged a
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sleigh with them, ^\hicll was no easy task, as the

ground was covered the entire way with boulders

and large fragments of ice, wliich luid been stranded

ou the beach by many successive tem})ests. Theie
were also immense sloping embankments of drifted

snow, which lay high up against the face of the dill's.

Their entire journey was performed by moonlii^ht,

the sun having entirely bidden them farewell before

their departure from the ship.

Sir John lioss had erected in 1832 at Fury Beach,
a building which he had named Somerset House.
Many hopes centered around this spot, because it was
reasonably supposed that if any of Fra iklin's party

had been imprisoned in tlie Arctic seas, and had ever

come near to Fury Beach, they would have repaired

to this well known spot, both for shelter and provis-

"ons. As soon as Captain Kennedy reached this

house on Jaiiuaiy 8th, he discovered that ail his hopes
had been illusions. A death-like solitude pervaded
tlie moon-lit and frozen gloom around them. The
eye rested ou a surrounding waste, relieved by no
sign of recent life, cheered by no evidence of the for-

mer presence of those whom they sought. The stores

which had there been placed were still in perfect

preservation. The house itself had become much di-

lapidated by the severity of the climate, and by the

rude salutes of those Arctic storms. The roof was
much broken. The inder-stalf had been tlirown

down by the winds, and had been gnawed by the

famished foxes. One end of the building was tilled

with snow. They lighted a lire in the stove which
Sir John lioss had once used, and prepared their sup-

per. After spending a few hours in the careful ex-

ammatiou of tiiat dreary spot, rendered still more mel-

ancholy by the lunar gloom and the disappointment
of all their hopes, Captain Kennedy and his men
returned after a journey of several days to the ship.

No traces of the lost navigators had been seen during
this visit to Fury Jieach. The state of the weather
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daring the eiiBuing month, compelled Captain Ken-

nedy to remain in liis vessel. There they were nearly

overwhelmed by avalanches of snow. There seemed
to be but one iijale during the winter around the ship

;

but that gale blew when she came, and continued till

she departed. It was dangeroua to venture forth even

tor a short distance ; inasmuch as the snow-drifts au'l

tiie darkness combined, soon involved tiie traveler ia

a whirling deluge whicli rendered it impossible to sec

six paces off.

A small party were actually lost for a short time,

vvlicn endeavoring to convey 8(»me provisions a short

distance from the shij) to form a (lepot. After pro-

(;eeding a few hours, a furious hurricane arose, which
drifted the snow in fearful masses around them. In

attempting to cross a bay on their return, they lost

sight of the land by which their course was to I to

guided. Neither sun, moon, or stars illumined the

heavens. They knew not which way to turn. They
tried the expedient of setting the dogs loose which
drew the sledge. They all started olf at a rapid pace,

and afterward reached the ship ; but their gait w;i8

too rapid for the men, wliom they soon left behind tu

their fate. Tliey still went on however, sometimes
walking, sometimes crawling, sometimes climbin^^

over the immense blocks and masses of ice and snow
irifts. At length they reached the powder magazine,
•iud after some further dilhculty, they found the ship.

Their <.>scape was accidental ; for the men had be-

come so benumbed with cold, as to bo able no longer

to clear their eyelids of the accumulation of snow
which had rested on them, and were thus nearly blind.

Thus February wore away, and Captain Kennedy
began to prepare for the execution of the chief laud

journey which had been contemplated by the expe-

dition. The end of this journey was Cape Walker;
for it was supposed that if bir John Franklin had
taken his departure for the unknown regions to thu

)t' iisi
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west and south-west, he would Imvo started from this

point, and not from "Wellington Ohaniiol.

Five men accompanied Cai)tain Kennedy on this

excursion. As far aH Fury Reach they were accom-
panied by seven perst-iiS as a fatigue party. Their

provisions, clothiii^ij, and bedding were drawn on two
Indian sleighs by hve dogs. They started on the 25th

of February, and were accompanied by the whole

orew as far aB Batty Bay. On the 5th of March
(^aptain Kennedy reached Fury Beach. I Fere they

remained several davti, and fouml the ohl stores de-

})()8ited here by Sir John Uohs, not only in a state of

good preservation, but also much superior in quality

to those which they brougiit with them. Tiiesc pro-

visions consisted of preserved meats, vegetables, and
soups, and after thirtij yearn' exposure to th«j intense

climate of the Arctic zone, they were found to be till

perfect 1 The flour liad all become caked in solid

lumps, and had to be reground and passed through a

seive before it could be used ; but then it furnished

most excellent biscuit.

On the 29th of Marcli Captain Keni edy resumed
his march from Fury Beach, lie had tour flat-bot-

tomed Indian sleighs, drawn by the dogy and men.
They proceeded toward Cape Garry over ai-^ng route

of noes and low-lying points. Th^y uniformly com-
Hienced their journey immediately after breakfast,

and continued till evening, when a snow hut was
reeted, and preparations made to past! the night in

Their labors were rarely over and repose begun,
before ten o'clock at night.

On the Ist of April they reached Craswell Bay,
and in the evening came to Gape Garry. They
thence proceeded onward to Brentford Bay, where
they found a dozen Esquimaux huts, deserted by their

inhabitants. Here the party divided for the purpose
of exploring several channels of open water which
extended toward the interior. Captain Kennedy
traveled twenty miles along one of these chauuela.
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From a liill on which he here encamped he saw a

broad channel running north-east, which he at first

suj)posed to be a continuation of Brentford Bay. Its

great extent liowever, convinced him that it was :i

western sea, and that the narrow passage through
which he had just traveled was a strait leading out

of Prince Regent's Inlet. This being apparently a

new discovery, Captain Kennedy called it Bellot

Strait, after the second officer of the expedition. This

water was afterward discovered to be the northern

extremity of Victoria Strait, which Dr. Rae had ex-

plored from another direction.

At this point Captain Kennedy determined to pro-

ceed in a westward direction, in order to ascertaiu

whether any channel existed there through which
Sir John Franklin might have penetrated from Capo
Walker.
On the 8th of April he started in pursuance of

this p*:.rpose. Their progress was slow in consequence

of the rouglmess of the ice. The men became much
}»ffiicted w^ith snow-blindness, and were much di.s-

tressod by the sharp particles of snow drift which
wo,rc dasb.ed by the furious wind into their eyes. The
wi(J>;' regie).' around them was perfectly level, and

Captain Ktuuiedy named it Arrow Smith's Plain.s.

kilcjr.et.'ir.es lY o severity of the weather compelled

theiu to ve'i^aLa for several days in their snow-liut.

They travcicd on for thirteen days without meeting

any inli'^'aj.ons of the approaching sea. This con-

vinced C!i;^)'!:ain Xennedy that there was no passage

by water to the south-west of Cape Walker; and that

dxG ncrth was now the most desirable course to be

pursued.

.Yillo-ving this purpose he traveled in that direc-

tion for twenty miles over a level plain. On the 24:th

of April they arrived at the bottom of a deep inlet,

which lias since been ascerUined to be the Omma-
"uey Bay oi^ Captain Austin's expedition. From this

point they steered eastward, in order to strike tho
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c^liannel supposed to be to the eastward of Cape
Bunny, iral hy following it to reach Cape Walker.

Al'ter three days they came to Browne's Bay. At
length on the 4th of May, they a])proached the hold
headland of Cape Walker, for the attainment of which
tliey had endured so much. Here they confidently

hoped to find some traces of Sir John Franklin, had
lie followed the suij^sjestions contained in his original

instructions. Captain Kennedy accordingly searched
rvery spot within three miles on both sides of the

cape, riiey followed the windings of the rough ice

niitside the beach. They examined the base of tl»c

lofty clitts which stretch away northward from tlu;

cape. Kot a single vestige of the lost navigator could
anywhere be discovered.

Captain Kennedy now determined immediately to

return to the ship. He pushed directly across North
Somerset toward Batty Bay, intending to follow the
3oast to Whaler Point. Tiiis route was double the

distance of the one already followed ; but it was
hoped thai perhaps it might lead to some desirable

results. On the first day they encamped about mid-
way between Cape VV^alker and Limestone Island.

They passed by Cunningham Inlet, Cape Gitlbrd, and
Cape Kennel. At Cape McClintock they found the

small sto.e of provisions which Sir John Ross had
left there in 1841). On the 15th of May thev reached
Whaler Point. On the 27th, they left Whaler Point,

to return directly to the Prince Albert, and on the
30th their land journey ended by their safe arrival at

the vessel.

Yarious preparations for their departure now occu-
pied the attention of the seamen. On the 21st of July
these were completed ; but they found it impossible
to move the snip. The ice had congealeu tirmly

around her. The only possibility of releasing her
was by sawing a canal through the ice which still ob-

structed the bay. After the hard labor of a week, a
canal half a mile in length, and suliiciently wide to
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permit the vessel to pass was cut through. Thischan
nel was thou cleared of the ice by the use of Cope-

land's blastiri^^- cylinders.

On tlie Gth of August Captar i Kennedy and hib

crow joyfully ])ade farewoll to Batty Lay, where the

Prince Albeit had remained three hundred and

thirty days. In Elwin Piay they were detained a

whole week by tlie compact masses of ice which still

obstructed the sea. On tlic ITtli, the ice suddenly

cleared away, aiid they then steere ^ foi'Beecheylshiiul.

At this point ihjy met the " North Star," from En^,^-

land, commanded by Captain PuIIbu, which had boen

despatched liy the ]:*>ritish Admiralty, to pursue tho

search after Sir John Franklin.

Having completed the object of the expedition, as

far as had been in his power, though without any

very satisfactory results, Captain Kennedy on the

Sith of A.ugust bore away for England, leaving the

North Star })roparing to winti'i- at Beechey Island, and

carrying with him the latest dispatches for the Ad-

miralty from Commander Pullen. He wished to

touch on his voyage at Navy Board Inlet, hoping to

be able to ascertain the state of the stores which had

been placed there. Two unsuccessful attempts to ac-

complish this purpose were defeated, and Captain

Kennedy was then compelled by stress of weather, to

relinquish that design. On the 2l8t of September
the Prince Albert reached Cape Farewell ; and on

the 7th of October, she anchored in Aberdeen Har-

bor. Six weeks had elapsed since the commence-
ment of her homeward-bound voyage. The entire

expedition had occupied the period altogether of tif-

tJeen months. During their winter stay at Whaler
Point, many uf the men had traveled two thousand

miles in excursions in various directions. The expe-

dition settled the point, that Sir John Franklin could

not have advanced by Gape Walker, but had taken the

northern route through Queen Channel and Penny
Sti'ftit; and that traces of his fate could alone be
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found from the westward or Beliring's Straits. Yet
there too, other researclies, equally sagacious, perse-

vering and thorough, have all unifortunately proved
equally unsuccessful

!

Arctic Explorations; the second Grinnell Expe-
Dn'iON IN sp:ak(:fi of Sir John Franklin in 1853, '54,

'55, BY Dr. E. K. Kane, in the Brig " Advance.''

In Decenibor, 1852, Dr. Kane received his orders
from the Navy Department at Washington, to con-
vhict an cxpeditif.Ti into the Arctic regions in search
of the great English navigator. Tlie ship " Advance,"
in which he liad formerly sailed, was placed under
Jiis command, lie immediately proceeded to select

his crew, to equip the vessel, and to make the other

preparation*} which were necessary. His party num-
bered seventeen picked men, all of whom had volun-

teered to try with him the perilous vicissitudes of

his daring venture. The brig sailed from the port

of New York, on the 30th of May, 1853; and in

eighteen days arrived at St. Johns, New Foundland.
After providing themselves at this place with an ad-

ditional stock of fresh meat, and a valuable team of

Newfoundland dogs, they steered for the coast of

Greenland.
The avowed purpose of this second Arctic journey

of Dr. Kane was, to explore what he believed to be
the probable extension of the northern promontory of

the peninsula of Greenland. He also thought that

the extreme northern headland of this frozen region

undoubtedly contained and would exhibit traces of

the lost navigators. He supposed that the chain of

the great land-masses of Greenland might extend very

far toward the North Pole ; that Sir John Franklin

might also have been attracted by this theory, and
might have pursued this route ; and that by a

thorough search in that direction, the utmost limits

of wliich had not yet been invaded or explored by hii
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bold iiiid adventurous predecessors, some light midit
not only be obrained to flolve the great enigma which
still engrossed the wonder of men, but also new and

independent discoveries might be made in that un-

known region.

On the lU of July Dr. Kane entered the harbor

of Fiskernoes, one of the Danish settlements of Green-

land. This obscure and lonely community is sup-

ported by their trade in codfish. The strangers woii'

received with simple hospitality by Mr. Lazzen, tlie

superintendent of the colony. Some fresh provisions

were here also obtained, and an Esquimaux hunter of

superior skill was enlisted in the service of the party.

Proceeding on from this point, the other Danish

settlements of Greenland were successively visited—

Lichtenfels, 8ukkertoi)pen, Proven, Uperuavick,at the

last of which places the lirst Grinnell expedition of

1861 had reste<l after its winter drift. At leuii^th thov

reached Yotlik, the most nortiiern point in Greenhuul
iuliabited by human beings. Beyond this the coast

may be regarded as iiaving been until that poi'iod,

unexplored. From Yotlik, Dr. Kane steered nortli-

ward toward Baffin's Islands, wliich he found then

clear of icje ; and passing by Duck Island, bore away
for Wilcox Point. As he approaclied Melville Buy
he was enveloped in a thick fog, during the preva-

lence of which he drifted among the icebergs. Af-

ter a hai'd day's work with the boats, they towed the

brig away iVom these unpleasant and dangerous
neighbors. He then determined to stand westward,

and double Melville Bay by an outside passage, un-

less prevented and intercepted by the pack. In exe-

cuting this purpose he concluded, in order to avoid

the drifting tioes, to anchor to an ice-berg. Eigh-t

hours were speit in the severe labor of warping, iieav-

ing, and planting the anchors. But scarcely had this

task been hnished, when the attentionof the crew wub
attracted by a loud crackling sound aloft. Small frag-

ments of ice l)egan to desceiii. The ship became in

i-
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immi'ient peril from the f'liUin*^ fragnientB of the dis-

solvijig mountain. Scarcely iiad she cast oft' from
tl)e ;ce-licrg, wlien the face of it deacended in riiina

upon the sea, crashing and roaring with a thunder

not vir> like that of artillery. «.

On the 5th of August they passed the "Crimson
Cliff*^," 80 called, from tlie appearance usually pre-

sented by their snow-clad summits. Next day they
lo.iclied Hakluyt Island ; which is feurmounted by a

tall spire s^'ringiui^ six liundred feet into the heavens
above the level of the water, Tiiey soon passed Ga])eH

Alexander and (sabella, and thus entered Smith's
Sound. Having reached Littleton Island, Dr. Kane
determined to d<^po8lt here a supply of provisions,

and some permaue»Jt traces of his route, to be used
in case it should be n^jcessary afterward to send an
exploring party to discover the fate ^f his own. The
life-boat was accordingW buried liere, containing a

^^^PP'^y ^^ pemmican, blank'^-ts. and India rubber cloth.

They endeavored to fortify the precious deposit from
the claws of the Polar bea". And here on this lone-

ly spot, the party were surprised to find the traces of

Esquimaux life. The ruins of Btone huts, and even
the frozen corpses of the dead ware discovered : and
bo singular had been the action of the intense cold

upon the dead bodies, that though they had probably
occupied their cheerless homes for p. century, they
were still not decomposed.
The 20tli of August still found Uxm brig and her

gallant crew navigating the dangerous and ice-la-

dened waters of Smith's Sound. At tlii** date they en-

countered a storm of extraordinary fur3'^ ; and made
one of those narrow escapes from destruction, which
sometimes give an air more of romance tha-P of reali-

ty to the adventures of zVrctic explorers. h\ h territic

gale their three hawsers were broken, and tbe brig

drifted with fearful rapidity under the furioiw uress-

ure of the storm. Oidy by the utmost heroiem Jino

skill was the Advance kept from being dashed to

30 T*
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pieces against the mountains of ice whicli tossed

rolled, and surged around her in the deep. The
greatest danger of all was after the storm had partly

lulled, when the bergs continued to thump agaiiist

the* floo-ice ; and the certainty of being crushed be-

tween the two, stared the voyagers in the face. A
sudden means of escape presented itself, and with ad-

mirable dexterity and promptitude the crew avaikid

themselves of it. A low, water-washed berg at that

moment came driving along past the Advance. An
anchor was instantly planted in its side and held fust

by a whale line. Carried along with fearful ra[>idi-

ty by this gigantic tow-horse, the little brig wiis

drifted out of danger, and once more escaped the im-

pending ruin. She had a close shave of it neverthe-

less, and would have lost her port quarter-boat hud
it rot been taken in from the davits.

The navigators continued their northern route by
tracking along the ice-belt which hugs the frozen

shore. On the 23d of August they had reached 78°

41' north latitude. This placed them further north

than any of their predecessors had been, except Cap-

tain Parry. During the progress of the journey, tlie

whole coast had been inspected carefully
;

yet no

traces of Sir John Franklin had been discovered. On
the 28th of August Dr. Kane determined to send out

an expedition from the vessel to make further searcii,

as the condition of the ice prevented the Advance
from being brought near to the shore. The whale-

boat was chosen for this adventure. They took with

them a sledge and a supply of pemmican. The par-

ty consisted of seven persons selected from the crew.

Tiie vessel was placed under the temporary control

of Mr. Ohlsou. The adventurers were provided with

butfalo robes, and other necessary means of protec

tion against the extreme cold. Their progress how-

ever was slow, not making more than seven miles per

day, in consequence of the obstructions of the ito

along the shore. Very soon they were compelled tc
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j^Vi-i'don the boat, and employ their sledffe. The ab-

•r.pt nature of the grouna over which thej traveled
iray be inferred from the fact, that frequently they
T^ere constrained to carry the sledge on their sluoiu-

:^r9 over precipices and gorges in the ice, and over
iLgh and perpendicular knolls of snow.

In this trip the travelers found many skeletons of
Mie reindeer. Dr. Kane ascertained by scientific ob-

servation, that the /neau elevation of this part of the

coast of Greenland was thirteen hundred feet. After
live days' laborious travel, he was but forty miles dis-

tant from the brig. Here lie determined to leave the

feledge behind and proceed on foot. On the 5th of

September they discovered a buy much larger than
;my other previously known to extend from Smith's
Straits. It was fed i)y a large river which poured a
flood of tumultuous waters into it from the interior

of Korth Greenland. It was fully three cpiarters of

a mile wide at its mouth. The gallant navigators

gave it the name of Marv Minturn River, after the

Bister of Mrs. H. Grinnell. This river was traced for

forty miles toward its mouth ; and its origin was found
to be derived from tlie melting snows of the interior

glaciers.

From his researches in this region. Dr. Kane came
to the conclusion that this coast of Greenland faced

to the north. His longitude here was 78° 41' west.

After sixteen miles of foot journey the company
reached a great headland to which they gave the

name of Thackeray. Eight miles further on, a

similar eminence attracted their attention ; to which
tliey applied the epithet of Hawkes. The table-lauds

here were twelve hundred feet high. The paity con-

tinued their ditiicult and dangerous journey until they

reached some lofty headlands, where they determined
to terminate their excursion. These reached an alti-

tude of eleven hundred feet, and overlooked an ex-

panse extending beycd the eighteenth parallel of

latitude. The view tj'^m this elevatiou was marked

«.'
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by every element of gloomy unci eheerliss magniu
cence. On the left, tiie western shore of the sound
Btretched away toward the northern j)ole. To the

right a rugged and rolling country appeared, which
ended in the Great Humboldt Glacier. Toward tho

north-east the projecting headland called Capo An-
drew Jackson, appeared; and the vast area between
was a sea of solid ice. Farther still, a stream of ice-

bergs presented their rugged and unseemly bulks to

the eye of the observer.

Having carefully examined the whole country as

far as his glasses would reach, Dr. Kane determined

to return to the Advance. Winter was now rapidly

approaching, and it was necessary to select some ap-

propriate spot in which the crew and the vessel might

pass its long, gloomy, and dangerous interval. For

various reasons which need not here be detailed, Dr.

Kane resolved to remain where he then was. He
had arrived at the conclusion that Rensselaer Harlxr
would be the most desirable winter quarters; and on

the 10th of September they commenced the labors

necessary to render their position tenable and safe.

They removed the contents of the hold of the vesso*

to a store-house which they prepared on Butter Isliml.

A deck-house was built on the vessel, in whicii .ie

different qualities of ventilation, warmth, dryncs,

room, and comfort, were sought to the utmost possi-

ble extent. A site for the observatory was selected.

Stones were hauled over the ice on sledgei for its erec-

tion. Its location, was on a rocky inlet about a hun-

dred yards from the vessel, which they named Fern

Uock. Preparations were also made, preparatory to

the work of establishing provision depots on the cuaat

of Greenland. The advantage of these provision de-

pots will appear from the fact that by their assistance,

expeditions of search could afterward be conducted

vdth the use of sledges and dogs. The provisions fur

tho latt*5r, if taken on the journeys themselves, foru'

oo beavy h load ae eeriouslv to embarrass the movt»
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ments of the travelerfl. But when they were released

from this labor, these dogs conveyed the Hle(l«4e8 and
their occupants on h)ng journeys successfully, and
with great rapiditv on their tours of examination.

On the20tli of &cpteinl)er the first party organized

to establinii provision (lep'>tri was sent out. It consist-

ed of seven men. A sledf^e thirteen feet in length,

called the " Faith," was tilled witli pemmican, and
was drawn by those attached to it, l)y means of track-

ropes termed rue-raddii-^, which w ere passed around
the shoulder and under the arm-, Tlie intended lo-

cation of this tJopot was sixty miles frt)m the brig, on
the Greenlanu coast. As the bold and hardy adven-
tui-ers started forth, they were saluted with three

hearty cheers by their cfMurades who remained with
the vessel.

The life of the party which remained in the vessel

was not devoid of incident and interest. Tliey made
ii desperate attempt to smoke out the rats with which
they were infested. To accomplish this purpose, a
(quantity of charcoal was burnt, after the hatches haci

heen shut down, and every visible crevice had been
stopped. A large quantity of carbonic acid gas was
then generated, aiicf the crew spent one night on deck
iu order to give the rats fair play. One or two of the

seamen made a narrow escape from suffocation, by
venturing duiing the night into the fumigated por-

tion of tke ship. They were also assailed by another

peril. A barrel <^f charcoal by some moans became
ignited, which had been left in the carpenter's room
at some distance from the stove. Alter some labor

uiid more anxiety, the lire was suppressed before any
very serious damage had been done to the vessv3l. The
corpses of twenty-eight defunct rats, of all sizes, ages,

and sexes, became the next day the trophies of the

successful attack of the crew upon their foes.

By the 10th of October the party which had been
Bent to establish the Urst depot of provisions, had
been absent twenty days ; and their return was azLK*

f

«»•'
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iouely expected. J)i. Kuiic at length <1ot4innia©<J tc

start out in search of them. Tie traveled with one

companion on a bUmI^c dniwn l)y four Newfoundland
dogs. He averaged twenty inileH ner day with this

singular team. On the 15th, several hours nefore sun

rise, he perceived on the distant and snowy waste, a

dark ohject which seemed to move. It proved to be

the returning depot-party. They had traveled at tho

rate of eighteen miles per day, and had heen twentv-

eight days engaged in their laborious expeditinn.

Some of tlieir limhs had been frozen, and they had met

with other mishaps, though none were of a very seri-

ous nature, and they had accomplished the purpose

for which they had been sent out. The greeting'

which ensued on their return to the ship, was hcurtv

on both sides. They had made the iirst deposit <>r

provision at Cape Russell. Thirty miles furtiiei en,

they left about a liundred and ten pounds of peuuui-

cau and beef, about thirty pounds of a mixture ol

pemmican and meal, and a bag of bread. On the

10th of October they nuide their third and last de-

posit on an island called James McGary, after tlie

second officer of the expedition. Here they erected

a cairn, and buried six liundred and seventy pounds
of pemmican, and forty of meat, biscuit, with other

items, making in all eight Jiundred pounds. One in-

cident which occurred during their journey, illustrulerf

very clearly some of the perils which attend Arctic

travel. The company had pitched their tent for tlio

night and had retired to rest. It was about mid-

night. They had been lulled to slumber by the grand

monotonous thundering of the neighboring glaciers.

Suddenly the floe on which the tent was placed,

cracked with a stupendous report directly beneath

them. The sleeping party needed no further prompt-

ings to bestir themselves, liepeated reports around

them gave evidence that the ice was breaking up.

The sledge was immediately placed upon a detached

piece of ice, and rowed and paddled to one of th«
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firmer fiolils which remained attached to the hergs.

Here tliey obtained safety until the morning, whor
they quickly removed from their dangorouH position.

They eventually roturned in Hat'ety to tlio orig.

By the 7th of Novend)er, 1853, the darkness of an

Arctic winter began to settle down ii))on them. It

wiis necessary to keep the lam])s lit constantly. They
liiid the comfortable pros})ect of ninety day.s of dark-

PLv^s yet to come. It was natural that the lonely ad-

v3.iturerB should begin to devise some means of

a.nusemcnt, by which they might beguile the cheer-

Ic&t} monotony of their existence. A fancy ball was
|in jocted, and an Arctic journal bearing the appro-

or-'ito title of "The Ice Blink," was commenced.
Ili!i8 the slow and tedious days and nights of their

\\ inter sojourn wore on. In spite of the intense cold,

Dr. Kane continued to make his magnetic observa-
ti >nR ir< the observatory. When the thermometer
stoo'.. at forty-nine degrees below zero, and even at

iixty-four degrees below zero, he still etiecttd his as-

'runomical investigations und calculations.

Or tlio 21st of January the first traces of the ro-

turiii-..g light became visible. Its approach was in-

dicated by a beauteous orange tint, which Hushed the

distant southern horizon. Jiul still, the darkness
seemed to be eternal and unvarying. The continued
absence of light appeared to affect the health of the

purtv, as much as the excessive rigor of the cold.

ijy the 2l8t of February the sun's rays became clearly

visible, and when Marcii arrived, it brought wich it

the almost perpetual day which alternately takes the

place in the Arctic realms of almt>st perpetual night.

During the winter, nine noi)le Newfoundland, and
thirty-live Esquimaux dogs, whicii were of the ut-

most value, had perished. Six only remained out
of the whole number which had been taken at the

commencement of the expedition ; and these were
uow their only reliance in their future operations.
By tlie 18th of March tlie spring tides began U

t
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break and move the massive ice which still hoiind the

Arctic Sea. The ice commenced to grind and onisli •

the water to dash to and fro; and tlie vessel to rise

and descend in a range of seventeen feet per da v.

On the 20th a depot-party was sent ont, preparatory

to the commencement of the operations of the suin-

mer. Thoc;e who remained in the ship commenccMl
to clean it, to cake down the forward bulwarks and to

' 'car the decks. The necessary preparations for in-

land trips and researches were made
; sle<lges and

accoutrements weie contrived, and moccasin: were

fabricated. While these labor., occnpied their attri-

tion, a portion of the depot party suddenly rcjij

peared at the vessel. Tliey brought back a terrihl.

report. They had left four of their number lying >n)

the ice frozen and disabled, and they had reni"'iu'd ^

great distance t'> obtain instant relief.

JSot a moment was to bo lo8t. Ohlsei:, tne onlj

one of the returned party who seemed able to giv3

any information, was wrapped up in butfaio robes an i

placed upon a sledge. JN'ine men started ouL io *l'.o

rescue. The cold was intense, ranging seventy-oiglit

degrees below the freezing point. The instant thu

party ceased to move they would have beei: froze . to

death. Violent exercise alone kept them alive.

When they ventured to apply snow to their lips to

slake their thirst, it burnt like caustic, and blood im-

mediately followed, (Some of the men were seized

with trembling tits, and soire with attacks of short

brcatii. JJr. Kane himself, fainted twice upon the

snow under tlio intense cold.

After a lai)oriou8 and dangerous journey of twenty-

one hours, the lost party were discovered. They were

nearly forty miles distant from the brig. Their con-

dition was perilous in the extreme ; and the siiccDr

did not come a moment too soon. But the rescuers

vrere scarcely better o^f than the rescued. They were

compelled to drag a load of nine hundred pounds

upon the Bledge ; and during their return trip ti>e
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whole party were in imminent danger of being frozen

to death. Tliey could with the utmost dif?cultj resist

the disposition to sleep, whicii would have immediate-

ly sealed tlieir fate. After a fearful journey of sev-

eral days the party regained the brig ; but tlie sufFer-

iiiij-s of thpt terrible occasion were almost bevond the

power of imagination. They had traveled about
ninety miles; and most of the men had become teni-

porarily delirious; nearly all were frozen in some
portions of their bodies; and two of them ultimately

(lied in consequence of their ex})08ure.

On the 27th of April, the time having arrived to con-

tinue his researches both after Sir John Franlilin and
in Arctic discovery. Dr. Kane determined to resume
his expeditions, lie resolved now to follow the ice-

belt to the Great Glacier of Humboldt, and thence to

stretch alon^r the face of the glacier, toward the west
of north, and make an attemi)t to cross the ice to the

American side of the channel. The object of this

bold venture was to attain the utmost limit of the

bliore of Greenland ; to measure the waste which ex-

tended between it and the unknown west ; and thus

to reveal, if possible, some of the mysteries which
surrounded the North Pole. The journey was imme-
diately commenced. After many adventures and
bufferings which we will not describe, the Great Gla-
cier of Humboldt was readied. A more magniticeut

object than this does not exist on the globe. Ii pre-

sents a shining wall of ice 300 feei iu height, frown-
ing over the frozen sea below, and extends unbroken
tor six:y miles. It is the great crystal bridge which
has for ages connected together the two continents of

America and Greenland, and it extends from the sea

toward the interior, through vast and uuknowu
regions.

l)r. Kane now determined to organize a double
party, in order to ascertain whether a channel or any
lorm of outlet existed to the northern extremity of

the coast of Greenland. He was convinced of the

M
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existence of such a cliannel from the movementB of

the ice-bergs ; from the physical character of the

tides ; as well as from certain and uniform analogies

of physical geography.

On the 3d of June one of the parties of explora-

tion set out from the brig. They liad a large sledge

thirteen feet long. Tliey aimed directly for the gla-

cier-barrier on tlie Greenland side. Their orders were

to attempt to scale the ice and examine the interior

of the great iner-de-glace.

On the 27th of June one of the parties, directed by

McGarry and Bonsall, returned to the brig. Several

of them had become nearly blind. After twelve

days' travel they had reached the Great Glacier.

They found the depot of provisions, which had been

deposited the previous season, destroyed by the

bears. These brutes had broken open the tin cases

in which the pemmican had been deposited. An al-

cohol cask strongly bound in iron was dashed into

fragments ; and a tin liquor can was mashed and

iwisted into a ball. This party of explorers had

found it impossible to scale the Great Glacier, and

returned to the brig without having effected any re-

sults of importance.
The other party, which had been placed under the

guidance of Mr. Morton, left the vessel on the 4th of

June. On the 15th they reached the foot of the

Great Glacier. They steered northward, keeping

parallel with the glacier, and from five to seven miles

distant from it. The thickness of the ice over which
thev journeyed was found to be seven feet live

inches. They traveled frequently with the snow up

to their knees. When they had reached Peabody
Bay they encountered tlie bergs, whose surface was
fresh and glassy. Some of these were rectano;ular

in shape and some were square ; and their length va-

ried from a quarter of a mile to a mile. The task of

traveling over these bergs was full of difiicu' ty and
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danger. At length tliey nnade tlieir way through
them to the smootlier ice which lay beyond.
On the 10th of June, having encamped, Morton as-

cended a high berg, in order to examine their future

route and survey the surrounding desolation. From
this point he behekl an extensive plain which stretclied

away toward the north, which proved to be the Great
Glacier of Humbohlt, as it appeared tgward the in-

terior, which also fronted on the bay. From this

point the advance of tlie party was perilous. They
were frequently arrested by wide and deep fissures in

the ice. This difficulty com})elled them to turn to-

ward the west. Some of tliesc chasms were four fact

wide, and contained water at tlie bottom. From this

point they beheld the distant northern shore, termed
the " West Land." Its appearance was mountainous
and rolling. Its distance from them seemed to be
about sixty miles.

At length, by the 2l8t of June, the party reached
a point opposite the termination of theGrreat Glacier.

It appeared to be mixed with earth and rocks. Trav^-

eling on, they reached at length the head of Kennedy
channel, and saw beyond that tlie open water. Passing
in their route a cape, they called it Cape Andrew Jack-

son. Here they found good smooth ice ; for during
the last few days they had passed over rotten ice,

which not unfrequently threatened to break beneath
them. Having entered the curve of a bay, they

named it after Eobert Morris, the great Unancier of

the revolution. On the smooth ice in this vicinity the

party advanced at the rate of six miles per hour.

Kennedy Channel here grew narrower, but after-

ward it widened again. Broken ice in large masses
was floating in it ; but there were passages fifteen

miles in width, which remained perfectly clear. Six

inilea inward from the channel, mountains rose to the

view. On the 22d of June they encamped, after hav-

ing traveled forty-eight miles in a direct line. They
were still upon the shores of the channel. They could

» i
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plainly see the op])08ite shore, which appeared pre

cipitoiis, and surmounted with sugar-loaf shaped

mountains. At this part of their journey they en-

countered a Polar hear, with her eub. A desperate

tight ensued, in wliich the singular instincts of nature

were striivingly illustrated, hy tlie desperate efforts

made by the poor hrute to protect her helpless oti'-

spring. Both were slain. A shallow bay covered

with ICO was then crossed. They passed several isl-

ands which lay in the channel, which they named
after Sir John Franklin and Captain Crozier. The
clifl's which here constituted the shore of the chan-

nel were very high, towering at least two thou-

sand feet above its surface. The party attempted to

ascend these cliffs ; but found it impossible to mount
more than a few hundred feet. On tlie highest point

which they attained, a walking pole was fastened,

with the Grinnell flag of the Aritartic attached to it;

and thus for an hour and a half this standard was per-

mitted to wave over the highest northern region of

the earth ever attained by the foot of man.
They here encountered a cape, and the party de-

sired to pass around it, in order to ascertain whether

there lay any unknown land beyond it. But they

found it impossible to advance. This then was the

utmost limit and termination of their journey toward

the pole. Mr. Morton ascended an eminence here,

and carefully scrutinized the aspects of nature all

around him. Six degrees toward the west of uortli,

he observed a lofty peak, truncated in its form, and

about three thousand feet in height. This elevation

is named Mount Edward Parry, after the great pio-

neer of Arctic adventure ; and is the most extreme

northern point of land known to exist upon the globe.

From the position which Mv. Morton had attained,

he beheld toward the uortli, from an elevation of four

hundred feet, a boundless waste of waters stretching

away toward the pole. Not a particle of ice encum-

bered its surface. He heard the dashing of unfrozeu
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waves, and beheld a rolling surf like that of more
genial climes, rushing and dashing against the rocks

upon the shore. This was certainly a mysterious
plienomenon. Here was a tluid sea, in the midst of

whole continents of ice, and that sea seemed to wash
the Pole itself. The eye of the explorer surveyed at

least forty miles of uninterrupted water in a northern
direction. The point thus reached in tiiis exploring

expedition, was about live hundred miles distant from
the Pole. Had the party been able to convey thither

a boat, they might have embarked upon the bright

and placid waters of tliat lonely ocean. But having
been able to make this journey only with the sledge,

further explorations were of course impossible. Ihe
most remarkable development connected with these

discoveries was, that the temperature was here found
to be much more moderate than it was further sguth.

Marine birds sailed through the heavens. Rippling
waves followed each other on the surface of the deep.

A few stunted flowers grew over the barren and
rocky shore. The inference which may be drawn
from these and other facts is, that this open sea,

termed the Polar Basin, stretches to the Pole itself,

or at least continues a great distance until its course

is interrupted by other projections of the terra lirma.

These are mysterious inquiries, still the great deaid-

erata oi Axctic travel ; which will remain unanswered,
until some more successful explorer, gifted with

greater physical endurance, if any such can be, and
furnished with ampler and more abundant facilities

than any of his predecessors, shall persist in detiance

of every impediment in advancing, until he boldly

plants his foot upon the very spot now termed the

N^orth Pole.

The several parties which had been sent forth by
Dw Kane, to explore the regions just described, hav-
ing returned, the season of Arctic travel had nearly

terminated, and the members of the expedition were
about to relapse into winter cjuai'ters, with their usual

V
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darkness, monotony, and gloom. But before resign-

ing themselves entirely to this unwelcome seclusion,

Dr. Kane resolved to make an effort to reach Beechey
Island. At this point, already so fre([uently referred

to in the precedinijj P^J-ges, Sir Edward Belcher's

squadron was then supposed to he stationed; and

from them tlie American explorers might obtain

both provisions and information. Accordingly, Dr.

Kane numned his boat, called the "Forlorn Hope,"
which was twenty-tliree feet long, and six feet and a

half beam. The necessary amount of provisions were

j)hiced on board, and the bold venture was undertaken.

Sometimes the boat was navigated through the un-

frozen channels of water, which intervened between
the Hoes of ice ; at others she was placed on a large

sledge called the " Faitli," and thus transported over

the,frozen wastes.

This party approached Littleton Island, which had

l)een visited by Captain Inglefield. They here ob-

tained a vast ({uantity of eider ducks. They then

passed Flagstall' Point and Combcrmere Gape. Then

came Cape Isabella and Cape Frederick VII. On
the 23d of July they reached Ilakluyt Island; and

thence they steered for Cary Islands. But on ihe

3i8t of July, when tliey had readied a point but ten

miles distant from Cape Parry, their further progre&d

was absolutely stopped. A solid mass of ice lay be-

fore them ou the sea, extending as far as the eye

could reach. This barrier was composed of the vast

seas of ice whicli had drifted through Jones' Sound on

tlie west, and those of Murchison's on the east. The

adventurers were now compelled to retrace their

way. About the Ist of August they regained the

brig, without having met with any accident, but also

without having succeeded in attaining the object of

their excursion. They found the "Advance" justua

tightly wedged into the ice as it had been during tho

1)receding eleven mouths, with no hope of getting

ler released. Two important questions now demand-
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ed their attention. The first was, how they were to

pass this, their second winter in the Arctic regions;

iind how they were to make their escape in the ensii-

iuo- spring.

Whatever might be the issue of the future, Dr. Kane
(lettn*mined to leave, a memorial at the spot which
he then occupied, to prove to his successors the fact

that lie and his expedition had been there. He paint-

e«l the words " Advance, A. D. 185 )-54," upon the

broad face of a rock, whicli rested on a high cliff look-

ing out upon the frozen waste. Near this spot a hole

was drilled into the rock, and a paper containing a

history of the expedition and its present condition,

was placed in glass, and sealed into the cavity with
melted lead. Close at hand were buried the corpses

of the two members of the expedition who had al-

ready ended their toils ?nd sufferings.

The prospect of a second winter amid the eternal

snows and ice of the Polar Circle, was not inviting to

the adventurers. A portion of them felt convinced
of the practicability of an immediate escape to the

south. On the 24tli of August Dr. Kant summoned
all hands together, and clearly stated to them the as-

pects of the case. He advised that all should remain
by the brig till the next spring; although he declared

that those who wished to return co'.ild make the at-

tempt. Eight men concluded to remain ; and nine
of them resolved that, rather than endure the miseries

of a second winter near the Pole, they would run the

•jisks of an instant attempt to escape. This resolution

they made immediate preparations to execute. A
full share of the remaining provisions was measured
out to them. Tiiey were assured of a welcome re-

ception if they ciiose to return; and they started

forth on August 28th from the brig. One of this

party returned to the vessel in a few days ; the rest

wandered for many months, and endured much misery

and exposure, before tliev reioiued their wiser ooid

rades iu the brig. 31
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Dr. Kane and tbe eight men who remained with

him, immediately began to prepare tor the horrors of

the ensuing winter. They gathered a large amount
of moss with which they lined and pudtied the quar-

ter-deck. This expedient rendered their cabin imper-

ious to the changes and the extreme severity of the

atmosphere. They stripped off tlie outer-deck plank-

ing of the brig, for the purpose of tire-wood. Tiie

chief necessity of the explorers was fresh meat, to

guard them against the scurvy. To obtain this food,

frequent excursions were made for the purpose of cap-

turmg seals. On one of these occasions Dr. Kane
narrowly escaped a watery grave, lie was at twelve

miles' distance from the brig, with «. single attendant.

The ice broke beneath their sledge, and they were

precipitated into the water. After great exertions

and amid extreme danger, they succeeded in regain-

ing ice sufficiently strong to bear their weight. They
lost their sledge, tent, kayack, guns, and buow-shoes.

At length, by the 2l8t of October, the rays of tlic

sun had ceased to reach theiu; and darkness—tlu;

cold and cheerless darkness of an Arctic night settled

down upon them. They were compelled to coulino

themselves to the precincts of their gloomy cabin,

and waste away as best they could, the slow hours

of their long winter. Their only light was an occa-

sional aurora, whose pale, bright arch of brilliant hues

seemed to be resting on the distant Pole. The ther-

mometer now ranged 34:° below zero Thus, in this

strange monotony of i outine and incident, November
and December wore away ; except that during the

latter month, a portion of the party who had deserted

the bri^ on the 28th of August pi-evious, returned to

their old quarters. They had suli'ered much ; and

had left the remainder of their party two hundred
miles distant in the midst of great destitution. The
thermometer was then fifty degrees below zero. When
Christmas came it was celebrated for the second time

by this gallant crew of heroes, amid the Arctic soli
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tudeS) with each means as thoy could command

—

which indeed were few ; and thus ended with them
tlie year 1854.

The three most dangerous and dreary months of
the year—January, February, and Marcli—were now
helbrethem. During thede months it was exceeding
ly difficult for tlie udventurers to procure fresh meat,
which was their only })reventive and cure of scurvy.

With this ditiease every member of the party became
at last infected; some bo serl. usly that their lives

were in danger. Thus the dreary drama of their Arc-
lie exile dragged on. They waited patiently for the
time to arrive when they could commence the neces-

Biiry preparations for the journey of thirteen hundred
miles which they would undertake in the spnug.
The vessel would evidently remain so tirmly fixed in

an ocean of ice, that its removal would be utterly im-
possible. Their return must be eliected with the com-
bined use of sledges and boats. Yet before commenc-
ing a final retreat, Dr. Kane resolved to attempt once
more a northern excursion, hoping that it might re-

sult in some useful discovery connected with the ob-

ject of the expedition.

The region which was yet to be explored was the
farther shores beyond Kennedy Channel. The aid of
the dogs was indispensable to the accomplishment
of this task ; and there were but four left out of the

sixty-two, which composed tlwir stock when they left

Newfoundland. An arrangoLient was however made
with Kalutunah, una of thti ^andering Esquimaux
whom they knew, for the u^^ of his dogs and thi'ee

sledges. Thus reoaforced, D> Kane, accompanied by
several experienced Esquimak ji travelers, commenced
his journey, in two houre tJuj>y reached a lofty berg
tifteen miles north of the brig The view of the chan-
nel presented from the sumn^t of this berg was not

very favorable. The outsidt. channel seemed filled

with squeezed ice ; and on Lie frozen plain beyond|
the bergs appeared, o be mucu distortecC

iM
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Nevertheless, Dr. Kane resolved to make the ven-

ture. They quickly passed fifteen miles further;

when the party halted to feed and rest. The journey

was then resumed. But unfortunately the traces of

a Polar bear soon attracted the attention of tlie Esnui

maux, and the temptation was too strong for fainishoil

men to resist. A chase ensued. The animal was
quickly brought to hay, attacked, and dispatched.

Then ensued anotlier gorge, and after the gorge thero

necessarily came an interval of repose and sleep.

A sleep of four hours' duration ensued upon the

open snow ; after which the party arose and resumed
their journey. Dr. Kane desired to steer directly to

ttie northward ; hut his associates declared that to

crosd so high up as they then were, was impossible.

The fate of Baker and Schubert in the preceding year,

who attempted this feat, recurred to their recollec-

tion, and convinced them that the attempt would he

then extremely hazardous. Again was the leader of

the expedition fated to experience a disappointment,

and to return to the brig witliout having accomplished
the purpose for which he set forth. But before he

did so, he embraced the opportunity which was with-

in his reach, once more to examine the Great Hum-
boldt Glacier, one of the most remarkable monuments
in nature. The whole horizon before liim was bound-
ed by long lines of ice-bergs. They undulated about

the horizon, but as they descended to the sea, they

resembled an uneven plain with an inclination of

about nine degrees, still diminishing as they ap-

proached the foreground. Vast crevasses appeared in

the distance like mere wrinkles. These grew larger

as they approached the sea, where they expanded in-

to gigantic stairways.

The appearance of this Great Humboldt Glacier

resembles in some respects the frozen masses of the

Alps ; and reminded the bold adventurer of many
scenes which he had witnessed in the mountains of

Norway and Switzerland. The average height of
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thiB great giacier along the wator'R edge was about

three hnnared feet ; and this height was presented

by an uniform ])( •'^pootivo of flixty miles in length;

thus exhibiHng on-; of the most sublime and imposing
spectacles which tlie mind can conceive. The config-

urations of its surface and form clearly indicate that

its inequalities follow those of the rocky soil on which
it rests. Having made various observations ui)on the

phenomena connected with this i^dacior, Dr. Kane re-

sumed his return toward the bri^. The company
traveled over the frozen surface of tlie ice to the south

of Peabody J3ay. The first spot at which they landed

was called Cape James Kent. It was a rugged and
lofty headland ; and it presented in tlie distance a

strange spectacle of a rude surface, covered with mil-

lions of tons of rubbish, rocks of every imaginable
shape, and slates of immense size and of infinite va-

riety of forms. On the south-eastern corner of Mar-
shall Bay the party found a group of Esquimaux re-

mains, consisting of a few deserted huts and graves.

They were the rude and melancholy relics of a race

of lonely wanderers who had passed away. These
remains were surrounded by the bones of the seal and
the walrus, and the dissevered vertebrae of a whale.

There were indications that the spot had long been
deserted ; and yet no changes had been effected by
the silent lapse of time in those frozen and primeval
solitudes, in the appearance and position of these

simple monuments.
This journey was enlivened by several interest' ng

bear hunts ; and a few details respecting this Arctic

entertainment may here not be inappropriate.

The dogs with which these hunts are carried on,

are very carefully trained to play their part. This

part is not to attack the bear, but to hiuder and im-

pede his flight. While one of these dogs occupies

Lis attention iu front, another salutes his hind iega

with vigorous bites. This keeps the animal oscilla-

ting between several distinct parties of foes ; and while

1
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ho 1*8 battling with one and the other, the hunters

come nj). In the first iiiatance, ha Hoon uh the bear

Hoofl tlio apj>roacli of the dogs and men, lio riaea on

Ills Iwuincliea, curct'iilly insnects hlf^ foes for a mo*
mcnt, and then lakes to his heels. As the hunter ap-

proaches liiin, if lie is riding on his sledije he loosens

the traces of his two foremost does, which releases

theui from their burden, and enables them to attack

the bear. Soon after, the rest of the dogs are libera-

ted in the same way. When there are two hunters,

bruin is soon and easily dispatched. They surround

him, and while one of them pretends to stab him vvitii

a spear on tlie right side, and thus engages the bear

in his defense in that direction, the death wound is

inflicted on the left by the same weapon. If there

be but one hunter, the task is neither so easy nor so

safe. The hunter grasps his lance firmly in his hands,

and provokes the bear to pursue him by running

across his path, and then pretending to flee. When
the boar has begun the chase, the hunter suddenly

doubles on his track by a dexterous leap ; and while

the bear is in the act of turning around, he is stabbed

with the spear in his left side below the shoulder.

If this stab be skillfully executed, the bear is at once

disabled and soon expires. If it is not, the hunter

has then to run for his life, after leaving his spear

sticking in the side of his victim. If the bear gets

the huuter in his grasp, he salutes him with divers

hugd and squeezes, which are much more vigorous

ana aflfectiouate than agreeable. He sometimes also

uses his teeth. Dr. Kane saw some Esquimaux hun-

ters who had been bitten behind in the calves of the

legs ; and another who had received a similar salute

somewhat higher up.

Having returned to the brig. Dr. Kane resumed
his preparations for iiual departure. Frozen fast as

she was in the ice, there was no possibility of remov-
ing her. The only possible means of escaue was by

the combined use of boats and sledges. The partv
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wont to work industriously in tho manufacture of

clothing suitable to tho journey. Cunvas moccasins
wore made for eacli of the party, and a 8uri)lus buj)-

ly of three dozen was auded to the stock. Tlieir

)0t8 were made of carpetirif^, with tioles of walrus or

Bcal hide, and some had been fabricated from thi;

chaling gear of tiic brig. Other portions of their

clothing were made out <if blankets. Every one act-

ed as his own tailor. Their bedding was made out

ot tho woolen curtains with which their berths in the

brig had been adorned. These were quilted with

oilier down, and biitfalo robes were added to increase

their warnith.

Their provinion bags consisted of sail-cloth, made
water-tight by the application of tar and pitch. The}'

were of various sizes, so as to be more conveniently
stowed away in the boats. The ship-bread was pow-
dered by being beaten with a capstan-bar, and then
pressed down into the bags. Purk-fat and tallow

being melted down, were poured into other bags as

iuto moulds, and thus left to freeze. Concentrated
boan-soup was cooked up and prepared in the same
way. The flour and meat-bisi^iit were [)rotected

from moisture in double bags. Dr. Kane's plan was
to subsist his party for some time after they left the

brig, by new supplies of ])rovisions which ho could

bring from the vessel by trips with his dog-team.
The means of conveyance which were to cairy the

company on this long and weary journey, and which
were to be carried by them in a great measure, con-

sisted of three boats. These had all suffered very

materially from exposure to tho ice and the Arctic

storms ; and were scarcely sea-worthy. They weie
strengthened and tinkered in every possible way by

oak bottom-pieces, ami by wasii-boards which protect-

ed the gunwales and j^ave ihem greater depth. A
bousing of canvas wa.- stretched upon a ridge line,

which was suspended by stanchions, and which were

Itisteued over the sides of the boats to jack-stay*.

> k
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[le was determined to coiiimence this memorable
joiirney on tlie day appointed, at all hazaids. At
length the day preceding tliat of" departure arrived.

Tlie boats were removed from tlie brig and placed
upon the ice. This process seemed to revive to some
de^^ree the desponding spirits of the men. The pro-

visions were then conveyed Into them ; and other

necessary transfers were made. After some hours of
active operations, the whole of their task was com-
pleted; and the men returned on board the brig, in

order to spend their last night in that familiar

shelter. After supper they retired to rest, in order to

I'ccruit their energies for tiie toils which were to com-
mence on the ensuing day, upon the final success of

which their future existence depended.
At length the wished-for moment arrived when the

weary adventurers were to take tlieir last farewell of

tlie vessel which had been associated with them in

so many vicissitudes and dangers. All hands were
assembled together in silence in the winter chamber.
The day was Sunday, and the exercises began by the

reading of a chapter of the scriptures. Dr. Kane
then took Sir John Franklin's portrait from its fi-ame,

and enclosed it in an ludia-rubber scroll. The sev-

eral reports of inspection and survey were then read,

which set forth what results had already been attained,

and contained the reasons which induced the com-
mander of the expedition to take the steps which
were to ensue. He then addressed his men in refer-

ence to the journey on which they were about to en-

ter, explaining its necessity, the method according to

which it was to be conducted, and the certainty of

final relief and escape which it would Itring them, if

liiey resolutely ^jersisted in carrying it out. Thirteen

liuudred miles of ice and water lav between their

uresent position and the shoves of North Greeni.ind.

de closed by directing their hopes of safety, not un-

titly, to tliat great Unseen Power wiio had already

rescued them from a thousand deaths, and who would

I i
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continue to be their very present help in every time

of need.

The men responded to tlie sentiments and purposes

expressed by Dr. Kane with more enthusiasm than

he seems to have jinticij)Uted. They drew up a state-

ment in which they expressed their conviction of the

necessity wliich existed of abandoning the brig; the

impossibility of remaining a third winter in the ice

;

the obligation which rested on them to convey the

sick carefully along with them; and their determina-

tion to cooperate witli their leader in his proposed

measures of esca}>e. Tiiis statement was handed to

Dr. Kane. He also had prepared a narrative of the

considerations w hicli induced him to abandon the ves-

sel. This he posted to a stanchion near the gangway,
so that it might attract the attention of any one who
approached the vessel. The party then went on deck

;

the Hags were hoisted to the mast-head, and lowereo

again; the men paraded twice around the brig, care

fully scrutinizing her timbers, associated in theii

minds with so n.any pleasing and painful recollee

tions; and having thus saluted the vessel for the last

time, they rushed away over the ice toward the boats,

which had already been rpinoved, tilled with their

cargo, and made ready to commence their homeward
journey.

The wiiolo return party consisted of seventeen per-

sons, including Dr. Kane. Four of these were sick,

and unable to uKJve. The rest were divided iiito two

companies, and ai>propriated to the several boats.

Dr. Kane took charge of the dog-team, which was to

be used for tiie purpose of conveying provisions friaa

the vessel to the crew, during the tirst few days oi

their journey. To the boat called " Faith," McGarj,
Ohlsen, Bonsall, Petersen, and Hickey were assigned.

'J'o the '' Hope," Morton, ISontag, iiiley, Blake, and
Godfrey were detailod.

The Lirsl stage of the journey was to a spot called

Auualok, which had been a halting" place in their win-
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ter journeys. It was a single hat, composed of rude

and heavy stones, and resembled a cave more t/ian

it did a house. Strange to say, this bleak and for-

lorn corner of tiiat frozen hemisphere, the gloomiest

and most detestable on the whole face (jf the globe,

bore a name which was imposed by the least poeti-

cal of human beings, 'he Esquimaux, which was not

devoid of beauty ; for Anoatok in the jargon of the

shivering natives means " the wind-loved spot." It

was perched on the extreme point ol a rocky promon-
tory, and commanded a wide view of the icy straits,

both toward the north and south.

Dr. Kane had exerted himself to repair the hut, and
make it fit to shelter the sick. He had aoded a door

to its broken outlet, and had introduced a stove and
stove-pipe. Other improvements had been made.
A solitary pane of glass, which once had faced a

daguerreotype, was inserted in the door, to give a
scanty light. The provisions which had been re-

moved to this place were eight hundred pounds in

weight. Seven hur dred pounds still remained in the

brig, to be removed by successive journeys of the

dog-team. The services of these six dogs were in-

deed invaluable, in addition to all their previous

journeys, they carried Dr. Kane to aud fro, with a

well-burdened sledge, nearly eight hundred miles du-

ring the first two weeks after tiiey left the brig, be-

ing an average of fifty-seven miles per day.

So feeble and reduced were the parties who drag-

ged the two boats, that they advanced but a mile a

day, and on the iilth had only made seven miles.

The halts were regulated entirely by the condition

of the men who required longer rest at some periods

than at others. The thermometer ranged below zero,

and the men slept at night in the boats, protected by
their canvas coverings. Had it not been for the

shelter which the hut at Anoatok afiorded, the four

iick men—Goodfellow, Wilson, Whipple, and Ste-

pkensoQ—they must have peritdied. At tho timo ot'

4 -.a
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their removal into it, they were so drawn up with tho

Bciirvy that they were wholly unable to move. Yut

their delay in this hut wae extremely gloonjy ; tor

it lasted from the time that they were removed tv,, .n

tiie brig, until tiiey were carried forrward by tae

sledge to the boats which had been dragged by theii

respective crews in advance of them. During this

interval they were carefully ied and attended by Dr.

Kane.
Dr. Kane's visits to the brig from time to time, in

order to obtain supplies of provisions, were full of in-

terest to him. On the lirst of tliese he found the ves-

sel already inhabited by an old raven, which had often

been seen hovering around, and whom they had called

Magog. The tire was lighted in the galley, the poik

was melted, large batches of bread were baked, dried

apples were stewed, and then the sledge was made
ready to return with the load. {Such was usually the

routine of Dr. Kane's lonely visits to the brig. Al
ter t';e hrst of these visits, when he returned to the
" wind-loved spot," Anoatok, with his sledge, he found

that the sick who still remained there had exhausted
their provisions ; that their single lamp had gone out

;

that the snow drifts had forced their way in at the

door, so that it could not be shut; that the wind wa.s

blowing fuiiously uhrough the open tenement ; i*Li(i

that the thermometer ranged only thirteen degrees

above zero. The invalids were disheartened and hun-
gry. A lire was built with tarred lope; a porridge

was prepared for them out of meat biscuit and pea
soup ; the door was fastened up ; a dripping slab ui

fat pork was suspended over their lamp wick ; and
then ail turned into their sleeping bags, after a hearly

though not very savory meal, bo overcome were
they all with exposure and weakness, that they slept

until after ail their watches had run down.
Dr. Kane then hurried forward to the sledge party,

who had by that time reached Ten Mile liavine.

They were struggUng with the deep snows, were over

'W
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whelmed with fatieue, and were somewhat disheart-

ened. Although their feet were much swollen^ they
had toiled that d, for fourteen hours. Some were
suffering from snow-blindness, and were scarcely

able to work at the drag-ropes. In spite of all their

toils and sufferings, morning and evening prayers
were constantly read by the adventurers. Meanwhile
the sledge party advanced slowly toward the south.

On the 2Sth Dr. Kane paid his last visit to the brig.

He was compelled to leave behind his collections in

Natural History, his library, and some of his instru-

ments, such as his theodolite and chart-box, the

useless daguerrotypes, and other companions and
mementoes of Arctic toil and suffering. Then he
mounted his sledge

;
gave a last look at the blackened

hull and spars of the Advance; fiercely whipped up
his dogs in a paroxysm of mournful gloom ; and
sped away for the last time, over the snowy waste
which had been associated with so many recollec-

tions. Thus was left behind at last in its frozen bed,

the vessel which had been connected with two Arctic
expeditions, one c^f which is the most remarkable on
record ; and there doubf.less she remains, an unseen
monument of human enterprise, benevolence, and
endurance.
From Anoatok Dr. Kane's next labor was to re-

move the provisions and men further on in their route.

A friendly Es(j[uimaux, named Metek, was sent for-

ward to the next station, witli two bags of bread-dust,

each weighing ninety pounds. The next station was
Etaii Bay. About midnight Dr. Kane approached
that vicinity. The sun wao low in the heavens, and
the air around was marked by that peculiar stillness

whicii accompanies tiie great solitudes of nature.

While feeling the oppressive weight of that silence,

Ills ears were suddenly greeted by unexpected sounds

of mirth and laughter, lie had approached an en-

campment of the wandering Esquimaux, consisting

of about thirty men, womuu, and children. Tliecauso

/'
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of their joy was the capture of innumerable bird^

called Anks, which they were engaged in catching

with nets. These birds, though the thermometer was
five degrees below zero, were nying about in the great-

est abundance ; and the hungry Esquimaux were
eating them raw, as soon as taken. He saw two chil-

dren fighting for an owl, which as soon as captured

was torn limb from limb, and its warm flesh eaten,

and its blood drunken, almost before life was extinct.

This was the spot which these birds mysteriously

chose for the purpose of breeding, from year to year;

and the Esquimaux as regularly found their way
thither in pursuit of them.
The travelers continued their weary march through

the snow, dragging their boats after them. Some-
times, when the weather moderated—for it was suiti-

mer—the sledges broke through. Six men on one

occasion were thrown into the water ; and the "Hope "

was very nearlv lost. Help came to them from the

Esquimaux at Etah, who sent them the loan of their

dogs, together with an additional supply of fresh pro-

visions. The dogs were of infinite service in drawing

oneof tlie nledges, upon which the sick men were con

veyed. At this period an accident deprived the ex-

pedition by death of one of its most useful members.
W hile crossing a tide-hole, one of the runners of the

'" Hope " sledge broke through the ice. The energy

and presence of mind of Christian Ohlsen alone saved

her from being lost. By a prodigious efltbrt he passed

a capstan-bar under the sledge, and thus sustained its

weight until it was dragged forward to firm ice. In

doing this his footing gave way beneath him ; and he

thus was compelled to strain himself. The etibrt

ruined him. tSome internal injury had been iufiicted

by the etibrt ; and he died three days afterward. Uh
body was sewed up in his own blankets, and carried

in procession to the head of a little gorge to the ear;!

of Tekiullik, where a grave was excavated in the

tiozeu earth. There his body was deposited with a
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few simple and appropriate ceremonies. His name
and age were inscribed by the commander on a strip

of sheet lead ; and ere his grave was filled hy his

comrades, the brief and touching memori.tl was laid

upon his manly breast. A small monnd was then
erected with rocks and stones over his lonely resting

place ; and there now sleep, in that cheerless and win
try tomb, the remains of Christian Olilsen.

By the 6th of June the party reached Littleton

Island. From a lofty height here of some eight hun-
dred feet. Dr. Kane obtained his first view of the
open water. Ilis position at that time was 78° 22' I'

latitude, and 74° 10' longitude. So weary were the men
of dragging the sledges over the snow and ice, tiwit

they wished to take the direct route to the water,

upon which they were eager to embark v, ith tiu;

boats. But the dangers of the plan })ro})Osed over-

ruled their wishes, and the inland route, though longer,

was selected. The wislied-for water which greetetl

the eye.s of the weary travelers, was TIartsteiu Bay
;

and they welcomed it with emotions of rapture re-

sembling those v,'hich,a8 Xenophon records, tilled the

minds and excited the enthusiasm of the ten thousauil

Greeks when, after their long and perilous march
through Asia Minor, and their escape from the myr-
iads of Artaxerxes, they first beheld the distant

waves of the sea whose billows laved the shores of

their beloved Greece.
On the 16th of June the party reached the water.

It was at the northern curve of the North Battin Bay.
The surf roared sublimely in their ears, and sounded
like sweet music uftei' their long and cheerless absence

from its bosom. The next tiling to be done was to

prepare the boats for the diflicult navigation which
was to ensue. They were not sea-worthy. They had
been split with frost, warped by the sunshine, and
were open at the seams. They were to be calked,

swelled, launched, and stowed. On the 18th the

travelers were surrounded by all the Esquimaux whc

it
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1)11(1 heen assembled at Etah. Tliey had come to bid

tlie strangers farewell, whom they had served to the

Ix^st »»t* their ability at an earlier stage of their jour

nay. The^. were indeed a miserable and forlorn race,

though kindly and confiding in their dispositions.

They received various presents and keepsakes from

the travelers—such as knives, liles, saws, and lumps
of Boap. They had been of great service in lending

hand-sledges and dogs; in helping to carry baggage
and the sick from one station to another, along tlieir

weary route; and they parted from the strangers—
probably the hist they were destined ever to behuM
in that repulsive clime— with feelings of regret

which they did not conceal. Dr. Kane urged them
to emigrate further south ; for tliero they could ob-

tain more abundant food, and escu-pe the perils of

starvation which ccmstantly surrounded them.
On the evening of Sunday, June 17th, the party

hauled their boats through tlie hummocks, reached

the open sea, and launched theii frail craft upon its

waters. But Eolus seemed determined not to per-

mit them yet to embark ; for he let loose his fiercest

winds, which began to dash a heavv wiiid-Ujj^er

against the ice-fioe, and obligcid tlfe party to re-

move their boats back with each new breakage of the

ice. The goods which had been stacked upon the ice

were conveyed further inward to the distance of sev-

eral hundred yards. The storm continued to rage,

and to forbid them to venture on the treacherous ele-

ment. At last i)r. Kane saw the necessity of per-

mitting the worn-out men to repose, and in order to

do 80 securely, the boats were removed a mile from
the water's edge. The sea tore up the ice to the very

base of the berg to which they had fied for refuge,

and the angry deep seemed like a vast cauldron, boil-

ing with intense fury, while the immense fragments
of ice crashed and rolled together with a sound re-

Bembling thunder.

At length the storm subsided, and the troubled gea
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became tranquil. Tlie boats were again prepared for

embarkation. On Tuesday, the I9tn, Dr. Ivune suc-

ceeded in getting the Faith afloat, and he was soon
followed by the two other boats. Soon the wind
freshened, and the mariners began their welcouie
progress homeward; but they had a long uud perilous

voyage before them of many hundred miles. At
length they doubled Cape Alexander. They desired

first to halt at Sutherhmd Island ; but the ice-belt

which hugged its shores was too steep to permit them
to land, xliey then steered for llakluyt Island, but
had not proceeded far before the red boat swamped.
The crew were compelled to swim to the other boats;

and the former was with difficulty kept afloat, and
dragged in tow by her comrades. Dr. Kane then
fastened his boats to an old floe; and thus sheltered,

the men obtained their second halt and rest. When
tiiey had become somewhat refreshed, they rowed for

llakluyt Island, at a point less repulsive and imprac-
ticable than the one attempted the day before. A
epit to the southward gave them an opportunity to

haul up the boats on the land-ice, as the tide rose.

From this the men dragged the boats to the rocks
above and inland ; and were thus secure. It snowed
heavily during the ensuing night. A tent was pre-

pared for the sick ; and a few birds were luckily ob-

tained to vary their stale diet of bread-dust and tallow.

On the next morning, the 22d, the snow storm
still continued to pelt them; but they pressed on-

ward toward Northumberland Island, and reached
it. They rowed their boats into a small inlet of open
water, which conducted them to the beach directly

beneath a hanging glacier which towered sublimely
into the heavens to the immense height of eleven
hundred feet.

The next day they crossed Murchison Channel, and
at night encamped at the base of Cape Parry. The
day had been laboriously spent in tracking over the

ice, and in sailing through tortuous leads. The day

8:i
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following they reached Fitz Clarence Rock; one (»f

the most singular forms to be seen in that strani^'t'

clinu!. It rises t<> an iinmenso height from a vast

liohl of ice, having the shape of an Egyptian pviii-

mid surmounted by an obelisk. In more frequt'iit(,<l

waters it would be a valued landmark to the

navigator.

Stul they continued to toil onward from day to day.

Their progress was satisfactory, tliough their lal)(»r

was exhausting. Dr. Kane sometimes continued six-

teen hours in succession at the hehn. But now tliiir

allowance of food began to grow scanty. It was

reduced to six ounces of bread-dust per day, and :i

lump of t;,How about the size of a walnut. An oct'a-

sional cup of tea was their only consolation. From
this stage in their journey Dalrymple Kock becanir

perceptible in the distance. But the physical strength

of the men began to give way beneath their labors

and their insufdcieut diet. At this crisis a gale struck

them from the north-west, and a tioe, one end of

which having grounded on a tongue of ice about a

mile to the northward of them, began to swing round to

ward the boats, and threaten to enclose and crush them.

iSoon the destruction of the surrounding ice threatenciil

their own. For hundreds of yards on every side around

them the ice w^as crumbled, crushed, and piled in irreg-

ular and fragmentary masses. The thunder of the con-

fused ocean of frozen wrecks was overpowering. iSud-

denly the ice seemed to separate and form a ciiaunel

;

and in tiiat channel, so unexpectedly opened before

them, the men rowed the boats with the aid of their

boat hooks, and escaped a danger which a moment
before seemed inevitable and ruinous. Soon they

fouD.'d themsehes in a lead of land-water, wide enough

to give them rowing room, and they hastened on to

the land, which loomed ahe£ J. Reaching it, they

eagerly sought a shelter. The Hope here stove her

bottom, and lost part of her w'eather-boarding. The

water broke over them, for the storm still continueii
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At longtli tbe cido rose high enoii^h at three o'clock

to onablo them to scalo tlie ice-cliff. Tlmy succeeded

in uulHng the boats into a deep and narrow gorge,

which opened l)etween tlie towcrin<5 cliffs. The roeKS

seemed almost to close above their heads. An J'b-

ru[)t curve in tlie windings ot' this gorge placed a pro-

tecting rock behiiid them, which shielded them from

the violence of the winds and waves. Tlieyhad reached

!V haven of relut^e which was almost a cave; where they

t'ouii.! a tlockot eider ducks on which they feasted ; and
where for three days they rei)08ed from the dangers

and labors of their voyage. This retreat thoy fitly

called Weary Man's Rest.

The fourth day of July having arrived, it was com-
memorated by the adventurei's by a few diluted and
moderate potations, such as their nearly exhausted
whisky flask permitted ; and they then embarked
and rowed industriously toward Wolstenholme Island.

During some succeeding days, they continued slowly

to progress toward the south, through the various lanes

f water which opened between the belt-ice and the

tioe. By this time, the constant collisions between
the l)oats antl the lloating ice had rendered them quite

unseaworthy. The ice had strained their bottom tim-

bers, and constant baling was necessary. Their fresh

meat had all been consumed, and the men were now
reduced again to short rations of bread-dust.

On the 11th of July they approached Cape Dudley
Digges ; but their progress was suddenly stopped by
an immense tongue of lioe which extended out to sea

for a prodigious distance. They forced their way
into a lead of sludge, and attempted thus to advance.
They found this to be impossible ; and were glad to

make their escape from it. Dr. Kane was at a loss

how to proceed. He mounted an ice-berg to recon-

uoiter the surrounding prospect. It was gloomy and
repulsive in the extreme. They were in advance of

^ho season ; and he discovered that in those waters
toward Cape York, the Hoes had not yet brokeu up

()
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Tlioy flccmcd to be suiToniulod in a cul-de-sre^ with

exhausted Htren^th and food, and no possibility ot'oH-

capin^ until tlio sutiimer had broken open for thorn a

pathway of escape through the water.

Dr. Kane resolved to steer for the rocky shorw.

Above a narrow lcd{>;e of lofty cliffs mounte<l ono

over the other to the prod i*/-!© us lieight of eleven hun-

dred feet. The waves dashed violently against that

ledge ; but still it afforded a shelter to the boats.

Here they were for the present again deposited ; and

fortnnately a quantity of giiUs were found in the crevi-

ces of the rocks, which afforded the famished wander-

ers nutricious food. Tlie glacier which stretched

away in front of them was about seven miles across.

On ascending the heights above him, Dr. Kane en-

joyed a niagniiicent prospect of the frozen ocean, tho

mer-de-glace^ whose glittering surface spread out l)c-

fore and around him. A vast undulatmg plain of

purple-colored ice appeared, extending to the limits

of the horizon, resplendent witli the varied hues of

sun tipoed crystal. Tins spot, where the wanderers
enjoyed so welcome a repose, such nutricious food,

and such sublime perspective, they named Providence
Halt. Here thev remained till the 18th of July.

In resuming their voyage from this point, they en-

countered an accident which might have proved very

serious. When they launched the Hope, she was pre-

cipitated into the sludge in such a manner as to carry

away her rail and bulwark. They lost overboard their

best shot-gun and an equally iudispensablo uteusil,

their kettlo '/hich had served them in every possible

capacity of kettle—such as soup-kettle, paste-kettle,

tea-kettle, and water-kettle. Sailing along they passed

the Crimson Cliffs, so named by Sir John Koss. They
continued thence to hug the shore. The weather
liow moderated; and their voyage assumed more
agreeable and genial features. The men frequently

landed, climbed up the steep cliffs and obtained

abundant quantities of auks. Firea were kindled

I5B
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with the turf, and the feasts which ensned were rel-

ished with more tliaii un ordinary H)>))otito ; tinci that

also the more truly, hocaiise tlie travelers well knew
that their good fortune, awd tlieir propitious seas and
weather, would not long continue. They were now
in 78° 20' north latitude.

On the 2l8t of Juno tlioy reached Cape York.
Their provisioup. had now diininishod to six hundred
and forty pounds, or about thirty-six pounds to each
man. The question to bo determined was, whether
jhey should delay where they then were for some
days until the Hiiore-ice opened ; or whether they

should desert the coast and venture boldly upon the

open water to the west. Dr. Kane ascended the

rocks upon the shore, and by the aid ot his glass care-

fully scrutinized the ice. The latter could be seen
immoveably fixed to the shore in nearly an unbroken
sweep far beyond J3ushnell Island. The outside floes

were large ; and one large lead appeared to the view
which seemed to follow the main noe until it was lost

to seaward.
Dr. Kane explained to his men the motives which

induced him to adopt the course upon which he had
determined. The boats were then hauled on shore,

exanuned, and repaired. One of these, the Ked Erie,

was stripped of her cargo and prepared to be broken
up as soon as occasion should require. A beacon was
also erected on an eminence, which could be dis-

cerned both from the south and the west, surmounted
by a red flannel shirt. Under the cairn was deposit-

ed a short narrative of the condition and purposes of

the party. They then resumed, their voyage steering

south by west through the ice-tields. For a while

they progressed sately eno"^' liut soon the irregu-

liarities of the surface, loadeu as it was by hummocks
and even larger masses, made it diiiicult to discern

the state of the ice in the distance. At length they
lost their way ; the otticer at the helm of the leading

boat deceived by the irregular shape of a large ice-
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berg, had deserted the proper lead, and had steered

far out of the true course.

Dr. Kane at once ordered a halt, and ascending an
ice-berg som^ three hundred f^^^et in height, he sur-

veyed the prospect. It was by no means encoura-

fing. They had advanced into the recesses of the

ay, and were surrounded on all sides by immense
ice-bergs and floating ice. So dismal appeared their

situation that one of the sturdiest members of the ex-

pedition, who accompanied the commander in his sur-

vey, burst into tears at the sadness of their situation.

jiere was but one means of deliverance, and that

H behooved them to adopt instantly. They must re-

sume their sledges and retrace their way to the west-

ward. One sledge had already been cut np for fire-

wood. The boat Ked Erie now shai'ed the same fate

;

and was laid upon the floor of the other boats. Three
days of hard dragging over the ice ensued ; at the

end of which time they regained the ice-berg which
had misled them in the first instance, and had induced
them to take a course which had nearly ended in their

ruin. From this point made easier by experience,

they steered in the right direction into a free lead,

ana were wafted onward by a friendly breeze from
the north.

Another trouble now assailed the travelers, not less

important than the one they had just escaped. Their

provisions had fearfully diminished, and yet they were
Quncreds of miles distant from the nearest lianish

settlement of Greenland. Their strength diminished

in proportion with their food. The latter had become
30 much lessened, that five ounces of bread-dust, four

ounces of tallow, and three of bird's meat, were all

that could be thenceforward allowed each man per

day. The commander now determined to try the

more open sea, as their progress along the coast had

been retarded bv its sinuosities. During two dayd

heavy fogs impeded their rapid advance. A south-

westerly wind brought the outside pack upon them^
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and compelled them to haul np on the drifting ioe.

By this means they were drifted with it twenty milea

away from their proper course. The labors and toils

of the party were extreme and exhausting; and yet
they manfully kept up their spirits.

A strange phenomenon »iow showed itself among
them ; and one too of ominous import. Thongh
worked excessively they yet felt no hunger. They
also seemed to lo^a their physical strength. The
" Faith " also very nearly escaped destruction, by be-
ing left behind for a short time. The outside pressure
had broken the flc3 asunder, and the Faith began to

lioat away frr.ii them. Her loss would have entailed

that of a hj'ge portion of tlie scanty provisions which
they still possessed ; and would nave inevitably
sealed their ruin. By tlie utmost exertions of the

men, s^mo of whom seemed nearly thrown into hys-
terics by hei' threatened loss, she was again secured.

The situation of the voyagers continued to become
more critical. They experienced a difficulty in breath-

ing, and an inability to sleep. Their line of tra^rel

lay through the open buy, in the midst of the great

ice-drift which hurried from the Arctic cb'meB into

the Atlantic ocean. Their boats were frail and shat-

tered, and constantly made enough water to require

thei. utmost exertions in bailing, in order to keep
them Hiioat Tluiir fresh food had been exhausted
for some days ; and they suffered from a low fever

which prostrated them to the utmost.

At this point of their progress they happily killed

a seal which they discovered on a small patch of ice.

The tirst sight of it created the utmost enthusiabm
among the men. As the boats silently approached
hiu: and before they were within rifle shot, the seal

raised his head, surveyed the strangers, and was pre-

paring to dive into the water. The best marksman
of the company with Jiieir best rifle, had just drawn
sight upon the seal ; aiid the lives of the whole party

may be saiu to haTO depended on the suoceii <m tM
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shot. A moment of breathless anxietj ensued
, bnt

the skill of Petersen prevailed. At the instant the

crack of the rifle was heard the seal relaxed his long

body, and his head fell flat on the ice npon its utmost
verge. With a loud yell the famished men urged

forward the boat with their utmost strength. Wnen
they reached the ice they rushed over it, laughing,

crying, and brandishing their knives. The unhappy
seal was cut into strips hofore he had fairly time to

expire ; and was gorging the men with his raw re-

mains. Not a single ounce was lost ; the intestines

even, were boiled in the soup-kettle ; and the carti-

laginous flippers were distributed and chewed to

pieces with the utmost relish.

This opportune supply of fresh food saved the lives

of the party. Their mental and physic;,! h« th was
restored. Several days afterward they ki.it^ another

seal, and thus each one retained a mens sana in sano

corpore. On the Ist of August they came within sight

of the Devil's Thumb, and were no longer wanderers
in unknown regions; but were within the limits of

the district frequented by the whalers. Soon they

reached the Duck Islands. At length they passed

Cape Shackleton, and then steered for the shore of

Greenland.
Their long voyage with its iifinite anxieties and

toils—their perilous adventures amid cheerless conti-

nents of ice—their narrow escapes from the mour
tainous ice-bergs—their suflferings from cold, hung
and disease—their apprehensions of an unkn^i
grave in the solitudes of the Arctic realms—their

doubts of a tinal happy escape from the innumerable
perils, and of their welcome vision of their native land

and the tiresides of their former years—all these now
terminated iu eventual triumph and escape. They
now shaped the course directly toward the shores of

Greenland, which clearly loomed up in their distant

horizon. Next day they met the first inhabitan'; of

that world from which they had been so long ak;\t
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oat. It was a Greenlander who, in his small canoe

or kayak, was seeking eider down among the islands

which stud the coast. They hailed him. One of the

men, Petersen, knew him. It was Paul Trocharias.

"Don't you know me?" enquired Petersen, as the

boats approached. " I'm Carl Petersen." " No,"
answered the Greenlander, "his wife says he is

dead ; " and with this response he rowed away from

them.
During two days longer they continued to follow

the coast, sailii jj southward. At the end of this time

they discerned the single mast of a small shallop, and
heard words of mingled English and Danish from the

sailors on board of hei'. They soon discerned <^hat

it was the Upernavick oil-boat on its way toKingatok
to obtain blubber. Tiie annual ship had arrived from

Coi)enhagen at Proven ; and tliis was one of the boats

which supplied her with a cargo of oil. From the

sailors on board the shallop, Dr. Kane first received

information of the great events which, during his ab-

Bcence had agitated the world to which he had been

80 long a stranger ; how England and France had com-
bined with the Tu''k to humble the haughty pride of

the imperial Romanoff; and how vast armies were
then engaged in mortal strife on the once quiet and
fertile plains of the Crimea. For the first time he
learned the importance which Sebastopcl had ac-

quired in the history and fate of the world, sur-

rounded as it then was with a battling host of a hun-

dred thousand men.
They rowed on. Soon Kasarsoak, the snow-cappeu

summit of Sanderson's Hope api>eard to them, tower-

ing above the mists ; and as they approached the

weiome harbor of Upernavick, from which they had
issued several years before in the gallant vessel they

had now left behind them, they felt as only siich men
under such circumstances could feel. During eighty-

four days they had lived in the open air, tossing iu

frail boats on the bosom of the angry, halffrozeii

V
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deep. They were delivered from a thousand deaths,

and arrived at last safely at Upernavick, where thev

wore received with hospitality by the charitable

Danes, who inhabit that lonely and cheerless ontport

of the civiVized world.

Dr. Kane resolved to embark his party in the Dan-
ish vessel the Mariane, which sailed on the 6th of

September for the Shetland Islands. They took witli

them their little boat the Faith, which had accom-
panied them through eo many adventures. They only

retained their clothes and documents, of all they hail

once possessed on board the Advance. On thelltli

they arrived at Godhaven, where they found their for-

mer friend Mr. Olrik, the Danish Inspector of Korth
Greenland. Here Dr. Kane first heard of the squad-

ron under Captain Hartstene, which had been sent

out from the United States in pursuit of him, and
learned that it had touched at that spot.

This squadron consisted of two vessels, the United
States barque "Release,"' and the United States steam-

brig " Arctic." They had sailed from New York in

June 1855, and on the 9th of July they were at

Lievely on the coast of Greenland. On that day tboy

resumed their search after the party of Dr. Kane, and
sailed for Waigat Strait, intending to touch at Uper-

navick for information. From Upernavick both vessels

stood northward. Tliey soon met the floating ice

drifting down ; but they persisted in advancing, and

thus worked along for forty miles to Wedge Island.

Here they were compelled to n.oor themselves to the

bergs, and await the opening of the ice, which had be-

come so compact as to render their immediate ad-

vance impossible. After several days the ice opened,

and enabled them to proceed. They then steamed to

Sugar Loaf Island, and entered the closely packed
floe of Melville Bay. By the 13th of August they

had forced a passage into the North Water, after

twenty-eight days of laborious sailing. They then

passed Gape York and Wolstenholme Island. Hera
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hastening on in the'steamer, Captain B^artstene visited

Cape Alexander and Soutl'^-Vand Island. These
points were beyond the reach of the Esquimaux, and
might probably contain traces of Dr. Kane's party,

riiey were thoroughly searched; but no evidence ap-

peared that any human foot had ever invaded those
frozen solitudes. Thence they advanced to Pelham
Point, where they observed a few stones piled together.

A party landed here, and beneath this rude monument
they discovered a small vial with the letter K. cut in

the cork. The vial contained a large musquito, and
a smallpiece of cartridge paper, on which was written
" Dr. Kane, 1853."

This discovery induced Captain Hf?rtstene to push
further north. The ice however soon stopped his

E
regress ; and drifting southward with the current,

e examined Cape Hotturton and Littleton Island.

But no trace of Dr. Kane was found, though in a for-

mer letter to his brother, he had expressed his inten-

tion to erect a cairn on one of these localities. Fif-

teen miles north-west of Cape Alexander they discov-

ered a party of Esquimaux, who, three miles distant

on the Greenland shore, had a temporary settlement

of seven tents, inhabited by thirty persons. Here
Captain Hartstene found many articles which had be-

longed to Dr. Kane's party, and which had been left

behind ; such as tin pans and pots, canvas and iron

spikes, as well as the tube of a telescope which was
recognized as having belonged to Dr. Kane.

Captain Hartstene closely interrogated the Esqui-
maux as to their knowledge of the missing company.
From them he learned that Dr. Kane, having lost his

vessel somewhere in the ice to the northward, had
been at that point with two boats and. a sled, and af-

ter remaining there ten days had proceeded south-

ward toward Upernavick. With such conclusive evi-

dence before him Captain Hartstene also determined
to return southward. He touched at Cape Alexander,
Sutherland Islands, and Hakluyt Island. Thence he

^"^^P
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Bteered for the entrance of Lancaster Sound, and ox-

iimined the coast between Cape Ilorsburg and Capo
Warrander. After passing Cape Bullin he found the

ice firmly packed, and the vessels seemed frozen into

their winter quarters. But after twenty-four hours

spent in a laborious attempt to batter their way
through tlie ice they succeeded ; and after thus ma-
king the circuit of nearly the whole northern part of

i^allin's Bay, they returned toward Possession and
Pound's Bay. Along this whole voyage they con-

stantly tired guns, burned blue-lights and threw up
rockets, with the hope of attracting tlie attention of

the wanderers. They were disappointed however,

and seeing no traces of Dr. Kane s party whatever,

Captain Hartstene concluded that they had passeil

through Melville Bay to Upernavick ; and he resolved

at once to follow them thither.

His conjecture was right. On tlie 11th of Septem-
ber, as the Greenland vessel Mariane was about set-

ting out from the port of (iodhaven, having Dr.

Kane's party on board, the look-out man at the bill-

top announced the approach of a distant steamer.

iSoon she came nearer, having a barque in tow ; and

the immortal stars and stripes floating majestically

at her mast-head. Instantly the Faith was lowered

from the side of the Mariane, and the party in her

pulled lustily for the approaching vessel. All the

boats of the settlement hurried after her wake. Pre-

sently the Faith was alongside the Arctic ; and Cap-

tain Hartstene eagerly hailed a little man in a ragged
flannel shirt; "/*' that Dr. Kanef^^ An aflirmative

answer was instantly returned by the Doctor ' im-

self; and in a few moments the distinguished naviga-

tor bounded on the deck of his country's ship ; was
received with loud plaudits of welcome by her com-
mander and crew ; and thus he and his party returned

again, as those alive from the dead, to an unfrozen

world of civilization, comfort, and security. Dr.

Kane's labors had not resulted in the discovery of
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any traces or remains of Sir John Franklin's party; but it

was the means of securing important additions to geograph-

ical knowledge, and valuable acquisitions in botany, mete-

orology, geology, and oth^r departments of science. His
researches liave left but little to be obtained by any suc-

cessor in Arctic explorations, however resolute, vigorous,

and accomplished he may be. Dr. Kane and his associ-

ates returned to Nr York in the squadron of Captain
Hartstene, on the iic. of October, 1855.

[End of Dr. Smucker's NarrativeJ.

The scientific results of Dr. Kane's expedit'on are thus

summed up by himself in his report to the U. S, Navy
department :

—

1. The survev and dclineatior of the north coast of

Greenland to its termination by a great glacier.

2. The survey of this glacial mass, and its extension

northward into the new land named Washington. ;

3. The discovery of a large channel to the north-west,

free from ice, and leading into an open and expanding
area, equally free. The whole embraces an iceless area

of 4,200 miles. .,,,., . ,,= . u

4. The discovery and delineation of a large tract of

land, forming the extension northward of the American
Continent.

5. The completed survey of the American coast to the

south, and west, as far as Cape Sabine ; thus connecting

our survey with the last determined position of Captain

Inglefield, and completing the circuit of the straits and
bay heretofore known at their southernmost opening as

Smith's Sound.

Subsequent Career of Dr. Kane.—His Death, Feb-

ruary iC, 1857.

Elisha Kent Kane was born in Philadelphia, Feb. 3,

1820. When he reached New York at the end of his

second and last expedition in search of Sir John Franklin

he was not quite 36 years old. As he was unquestionably

one of the bravest of the long line of Arctic discoverers—at

ifcui
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once the most devoted, chivalrous, accomplished and re-

markable of those heroic explorers— it is fit that we should

add here the short story of his remaining sixteen months of

life, before proceeding vviih this narrative. To the seeds

of former diseases never fully eradicated, had been added
that terrible scourge of Arctic life, the scurvy, together

w ith the exhausting literary labors incident to the prepara-

tion of his thrilling narrative of adventures in the frozen

seas, published in the year following his return to the

United States. " 7//<? /md; poor as it is, has been mv
COFFIN," was his own melancholy comment on its com-
pletion. But his work was not considered " poor " by ihe

world, nor by the lovers of science ; it excited an intense

interest and drew forth universal eulogy. All classes

were penetrated and touched by the story so modestly, so

eloquently, so touchingly told. Medals and other costly

testimonials were sent by the Queen of England (by per-

L.ission of an Act of Congress), by American Legislatures,

and by scientific associations ; and he received letters of

praise and congratulation from the most eminent men in all

lands.

He left this country for England under a presentiment

that he should never return. It was indeed an alarming

symptom to find that iron nerve which hitherto had sus-

tained him under shocks apparently not less severe, thus

beginning to falter ; and yet even then the great purpose

o: his life was not wholly abandoned, but he was already

projecting a combined land and sea expedition of research

and rescue, down the Mackenzie River, and through

Bering's Straits. But virulent and continuous attacks of

disease obliged him to give up his plans, to forsake the

honors awaiting him in Plngland, and to sail for Cuba to

recuperate his strength. There he was joined by his mother
and two of his brothers, and devoledly nursed through a

lingering and painful illness, until his death, at Havana,
on the i6th of February, 1857.

The early fame and remarkable exploits, through a

short but marvellously varied career, of this young martyr

to the miseries of the Arctic seas, illustrate the advantages

of intrepid and intellectual ancestry. On both sides he

could trace his descent in this country to names eminent
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before the American Revolution, bcinj; derived in the pa-

ternal line from Ireland, Holland and Knglaiid, and in the

maternal line from Scotland, Kngland and Fiance, while

the corresponding religions blended in it were the Kpisco-

palian, Duicii Reformed and Congregational, with the

Presbyterian, Quaker, Methodist and Moravian. His great

grandfather was Colonel John Kane, of the British army,
who came from Ireland to tlie colony of New York in 1756,
settled in Dutchess County, and there married Miss Sybil

Kent, daughter of Rev. Elisha Kent, of " Kent's Parish,"

N. Y., an aunt of Chancellor Kent. His grandfather,

Elisha K. Kane, was a merchant in New York and Albany,
who marrie«.. Miss Alida Van Rensselaer, daughter of Gen.
Robert Van Rensselaer, of Claverack, N. Y., and subse-

quently removed to Philadelphia. His father, Hon. John
K. Kane, was a graduate of Yale College, and successively

a member of the Philadelphia Bar, Attorney-General of

the State, and Judge of the U. S, Court for the Eastern
District of Pennsylvania. He was noted as a learned

jurist, an influential statesman, an active promoter of the

arts, sciences, and chi.rities in Philadelphia, an eminent
scholar, and a courtly gentleman. Dr Kane, with a just

pride, wrote these names upon the map of the Arctic seas,

preferring to call a new land or a river, after one of his

own kinsmen, than to christen it for a Washington, a

Franklin, or any other noted name too often repeatet; in

our geographical nomenclature. The qualities which he

inherited from these ancestors may serve to explain that

rare combination of varied and even opposite elements of

race, of creed, and of culture, which entered into the for-

mation of his character.

He died in the faith of his fathers, wnth the consolatory

words of the Saviour upon his lips :

—" Let not your heart

be troubled : ve believe in (iod, believe also in me. In

my Father's house are many mansions ; if it were not so,

I would have told you. 1 go to prepare a place for you."

Thus passed away this gieat discoverer. His remains

were conveyed from Havana to New Orleans, and thence

through the western states to Philadelphia, the learned, the

noble, and the good, forming his funer;»] cortege, until at

length the national obsequies were completed in the Hall
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of Independence, in the church of his childnood, and at

the grave of his kindred.

The mysterious and icy regions of the North will con-

tinue to attract explorers and to becrme the grave of

heroes consecrated to the service of science, so long as the

exploits and misfortunes of Sir John Franklin, Dr. Kane,
and their compeers, are remembered and emulated.

Expedition on Capiain Francis McClintock, July i,

1857.— Discovery of the First Authentic Accoun r

OF Sir John I ranklin's fate. Return of the
" Fox " TO Isle OF Wi(;ht, September 20, 1859.

In our account of the closing labors of Lady Jane Frank-

lin's life, on page 357, we have mentioned briefly the trip of

the " I ox " under ('apt. McClintock. This little vessel

left Aberdeen, July i, 1857. On arriving at Disco, on the

coast of Greenland, McClintock purchased 35 Esquimau
dogs, hired two natives as drivers, and steered for Lancas-

ter Sound. In Baffin Bay, Aug. 17, nearly opposite the

entrance to that channel, she was hemmed in by the ice

for eight months. Moving with the pack, she had drifted

1395 miles to the southward, when the ice left her April 25,

1858. After refitting at Holsteinburg, she arrived in Lan-

caster Sound, July i:;, and sailed through Barrow Strait.

Thence she passed northeastward, around North Somerset,

through Bellot Strait, which borders the North American
Continent. On Sept. 27, the '' F'ox " took up her winter

quarters at Port Kennedy, on the north shore of the Strait.

From this point, Lieut. Hobson made a sledge journey, with

provisions, towards the magnetic pole ; Capt. Young to the

further side of Franklin Strait, and McC'lintock and Peter-

son traveled southward. March i, 1859, the latter met
near Cap^ Victoria, a party of Esquimaux, who reported

that several years before a ship had been crushed in the

ice, and sun-k in deep water off the northwest shore of

King William Land ; that her crew went off to a great

river, where they all died of starvation. The natives also

said that a second vessel (Franklin's) drifted ashore at King
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William 7 and, and tiiat the skeleton of one man was
found on board. On the east shore of King William
Land, McClintock heard that when the "white people

marched toward the (ireat River, many of them dropped by

the way ;^'' their bodies were found the next wii.ter, and
some were buried. McClintock followed the south and
west coast of King William Land and found the first trace

of Franklin's crew near Cape Herschel. It was a bleached
skeleton, lying at full length on the beach—some clothing,

a pocketbook, and a few letters. A day's march nortli-

east of Cape Crozier, about 65 miles from the abandoned
ships, the party discovered a boat and a sledge, in which
were two skeletons, two loaded guns. Sir John Franklin's

silver plate, besides fuel, ammunition, chocolate, tea,

tobacco etc., Lieut. Flobson tracked the north and west

shores of King William Land, almost to Cape Herschel, and
at the most northern point of the island, near Cape Felix,

ne came across a ruined cairn and three tents ; tv. ^ smaller

cairns were afterward found, and on May 6, a large one
was examined at Point Victory. Here, lying among some
stones at the bottom of the cairn, was a tin case contain-

ing a record of the lost expedition, which read as follows :

28 of May, 1847.—H. M. ships ** Erebus " and "Terror," wintered
in tile ice in lat, 70^5 N., Ion. 98"^ 23 W. Having wintered in 1S46-7
[this date should be evidently, 1845-6I, at Heechey Island in lat.

74" 43 28' N , Ion. 91° 39' 15' W., after having ascended Welling-
ton channel to lot. ']]'' and returiie*! by the W. side of Cornwallis
Island. .Sir John Franklin commanding the expedition. All well.

Party consisting of 2 officers and 6 men left the ship on Monday, 24th
May, 1847. \Vm. Gore, Lieut; Chas. F. Des Va:ux, Mate.

Around the margin of the record was written in a dif-

ferent hand

:

"April 25, 1848.H. M. Ships " Terror " and " Erebus "

were deserted on ^he 22nd April, 5 leagues N. N. W. of this,

having been beset since 12th Sept. 1846. The officers and
crews, consisting of 145 souls, under the command of Capt.

F. R. M. Crozier, landed here, in lat. 69° 34 42 " Ion. 980 4'

15.' " This paper was found by Lt. Irving under the cairn

supposed to have been built by Sir James Ross in 183 1,

four miles to the northward, where it had been deposited by
the late Commander Gore in June 1847. Sir James Ross's

i\ n
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He secured contributions, from friends of the enterprise

in New Yorl<, I'liila., Boston and Albany, sntiicient to equip
one vessel, the fore-and-aft schooner " Spring Hill "of 133
tons burthen. !Ier name was changed by act of Congress to

the *' United States." His crew numbered fifteen persons,

Mr. August Sonntag being the astronomer of the ex-

pedition. The outfit of clothing, provisions, and ammuni-
tion was far better than that of Dr. Kane's in 1853, and a

fair equipment for scientific investigation was furnished by
the Smithsonian Institute and the coast survey.

The ship sailed from Boston Harbor, July 7, i860. On
the 30th she crossed the Arctic circle, her average speed
beinLj 100 miles a day. Here the sun shone full in the

heavens at midnight. On August i, she entered the harbor
of Proven; the fog lifted, and "(ircenland, with its broad
valleys, deep ravines, lofty mountains, black and desolate

cliffs, and innumerable icebergs burst into view. *' It

seemed," says Dr. Hayes in this interesting book, "as
if we had been drawn, by some unseen hand, into a land

of enchantment; here was the Valhalla of the sturdy

Vikings, here the city of th Sungod Fryer,—Alfheiur with

its elfin caves, and glitter more brilliant than the sun, the

home of the happy ; and there, piercing the clouds, was
Hinnborg, the celestial mount." At midnight he wrote

in his diary :
" The sea is smooth as glass, not a ripple

breaks its surface, not a breath of air is stirring. The sun
hangs close upon the northern horizon ; the fog has broken
up into light clouds ; the icebergs lie thick about us ; the

dark headlands stand boldly out against the sky : and the

clouds and bergs and mountains are bathed in an atmos-

phere of crimson and gold, and purple, most singularly

beautiful. The air is warm almost as a summer night at

home, and yet there are the icebergs and the bleak moun-
tains. The sky is bright, soft, and inspiring as the skies

of Italy ; the bergs have lost iheir chilly appearance, and,

glittering in the blaze of the brilliant heavens, seem in the

distance like masses of burnished metal or solid f^ame.

Nearer at hand, they are hug< blocks of Parian marble, in-

laid with mammoth gems of p«i»arl and gold. The form of

one is not unlike that of the -Coliseum, and it lies so far

away that half its height is buried beneath the blood-r«d

Iji
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waters. The sun, slowly rolling Along the horizon, passed
behind it, and it seeined as if the old Roman ruin had
suddenly taken fire."

At Upernavik, Jensen, a Dane, who had lived ten years

in Greenland, was enlisted as an interpreter, two Danes as

sailors, and three natives as hunters and dog-drivers. Tes-

suissak was made on the 2T^t, and here Arctic clothins:

and dog teams were procured. Melville Bay was entered

on the 23d ; and without encountering much ice, the pas-

sage to Cape York was made in 55 hours. Here Hans
Hendrick, with his wife and babe, joined the party ; he was
also a member of the last Kane expedition. August 26th.

the ship arrived 20 miles south of Cape Alexander, the

entering cape of Smith's Soimd, a little further north than

Baffin in 1616, and Ross, in 1818.

In latitude 78" 17' 41" N., long. 72° 30' 57" W., 20 miles

south of Kane's Harbor in 1854-55, winter-quarters were
prepared in the little harbor of Hartstene Bay, named b\

Hayes Port Foulkc. . The lowest temperature registered

was only—29', at Port Foulke ; but at Rensselaer Harbor,

20 miles further north. Dr. Hayes registered on the same
day—68*^ Fah. In the autumn, Dr. Hayes and Mr. Sonn-

tag made a visit to " Brother John's Glacier '' (named by

Dr. Kane after his brother, J, P. Kane, who died in March,

1886.) and made a journey upon it and upon the Mer de

Glace to the eastward, about 50 miles inland. At first, the

surface of this glacier was broken and irregular, but grad-

ually became snnjoth, with a regular ascent, and the ex-

plorers reached an elevation of about 5000 feet. On Dec.

22n(.i, Mr. Sonntag started with Hans to visit the Eskimos
at or near Whale Sound, in order to purchase dogs or to

procure from the natives the service of their dog-teams.

On their way, the astronomer, growing a little chilled, sprang

off the sledge, and ran ahead to warm himself by exercise,

but suddenly sank through the thin ice which covered a re-

cently opened tide-track. Hans succeeded in pulling him
up, but he was at the point of freezing to death, and after-

wards died in the snow-hut to which Hans conveyed him.

His body was disinterred from the snow in the following

month, when the thermometer stood at 40 deg. below zero,

and was bioughtback to the Observatory. A grave was dug
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in the frozen terrace, where the body still rests. Over it was
chiselled the inscription:—" AUGUST SONNTAG, died

Dec. 28, i860, aged 28 years." In the veslibu-le of the

Dudley Observatory, Albany, hangs a portrait of the young
astronomer ; under it are the sad words, " l*erished in the

ice at Port Foulke, latitude 78'' if 14" N., Dec. 28, i860."

January 16, 1861, Dr. Hayes wrote in his Journal, this

graphic description of his long night i'l the ice zones:—

•

"Our eyes now turn wistfully to the Soutli, eagerly watch-

ing for the tip of Aurora's chariot, as the fair goddess of

the morning rises from the sea to drop a ray of gladness

from her rosy fingers into this long-neglected world, it is

almost a monih since we passed the darkest day of winter,

and it will be a long time yet before we have light ; but it

is time for us now to have at noontime a faint flush upon
the horizon. A faint twilight flush mounting the south-

ern sky to-day at the meridian hour, though barely percept-

ible, was a cheering sight to all. We feel that the veil of

night is lifting, that the cloud is passing away, that the load

of darkness is being lightened

"The people have exhausted their means of amusement;
we long for the day and for work. Talk as you will of

pluck and of manly amusement, this Arctic night is a severe

ordeal. It is a severe trial to the moral and the intellect-

ual faculties. The cheering influences of the rising sun,

which invite to labor ; the soothing influences of the even-
ing twilight, which invite to repose ; the change from day
to night and from night to day, which lightens the burden
to the weary mind and the aching body, is withdrawn

;

and, in the constant longing for light, light ! the mind and
body, weary with the changeless progress of the time, fail

to find repose where all is rest. The grandeur of Nature
ceases to give delight to the dull sympathies; the heart

longs for new associations, new objects, and new compan-
ionships ; the dark and dreary solitude oppresses the under-

standing ; the desolation which reigns everywhere haunts
the imagination ; the silence—dark, dreary, and profound,

becomes a terror. I have gone out into the Arctic night,

and viewed Nature in her varied aspect. 1 have rejoiced

with her in her strength, and communed with her in repose.

I have walked abroad in the darkness, when the winds

r*

V



r.2G rK(>(;ui;ss ov Aumc i>is< ovkuy.

were roaring through the hills and crashing over the plains.

1 have wandered far on I upon the frozen sea, and listened

to the voice of the icebergs, bewailing their imprisonment

;

along the glacier, where forms and falls the avalanche ; up

on the hill-top, where the drifting snow, coursing its way
over the rocks, sang its plaintive song ; and again I have

wandered away to the distant valley, where all these sounds

were hushed, and the air was still and solemn as the tomb.

And here it is that the true spirit of the Arctic night is re-

vealed, where its wonders are unloosed, to sport and play

with the mind. Vain imaginings ! The heavens above and

the earth beneath reveal only an endless and fathomless

quiet; there is nowhere evidence of life or motion ; I stand

alone amidst the mighty Mils ; their tall crests climb upward
and are lost in the gray vault of the skies, their dark cliffs,

standing against their slopes of white, are the steps of a

vast amphitheatre. The mind finding no rest on their bold

summits, wanders into space ; the moon weary with long

vigil, sinks to her repose ; the Pleiades no longer breathe

their sweet influences ; Cassiopeia and Andromeda and

Orion, and all the infinite host of the unnumbered constel-

lations, fail to infuse one spark of joy into this dead atmos-

phere; they have lost all their tenderness, and are cold

and pulseless. The eye leaves them and returns to earth,

and the trembling ear awaits something that will break the

oppressive silence. But no footfall of living thing reaches

it, no wild beast howls through the solitude. There is no

cry of bird to enliven the scene, no tree among whose
branches the winds can sigh and moan. The pulsations

of my own heart are alone heard in the great void ; and,

as the blood courses th/ough the sensitive organization of

the ear, 1 am oppressed as with discordant sounds. Silence

has ceased to be negative ; it has become endowed with

positive attributes. I seem to hear and see and feel it.

It stands forth as a frightful spectre, filling the mind with

the overpowering consciousness of universal death,—pro-

claiming the end of all things and heralding the everlasting

future. Its presence is unendurable. I spring from, the

rock upon which I have been seated ; I plant my feet heav-

ily in the snow, to banish its awful presence, and the sound
rolls through the night and drives away the phantom.
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" I have seen no expression on the face of Nature so

filled with terror as the silence of the arctu: nioht."

On the 4lh of April, 1861, Hayes, with twelve offictrs

and men, started out on his principal sledge journey lo ilie

north, with a metallic life-boat mounted on runners. He
was compelled to keep to the eastern shore, and encount-

ered Dr. Kane's experience with ice hummocks, so that lie

sent back the boat with the main parly and kept on with

two companions only. With these, he reached the West
coast, entered Kennedy Channel, and on April iC, he

reached lat. 81'^ 35 N., long., 70', 30' W., 40 miles further

north, (to which he gave the name of Cape Lieber), than

Kane's highest on the east shore. After a journey, coming
and going, of 1400 miles, and an absence of 59 days, he
returned to his vessel. Dr. Hayes did not find open water
in Kennedy Channel, but much decayed and thin ice, inter-

spersed with pools of water—in one, a flock of water-fowls,

the Uria Grylae, dovekies. The west coast was lined

with a heavy ridge of ice, with masses 60 feet in height,

lying high and dry upon the beach.

It will ht interesting here to quote Dr. Hayes' argu-

ments, in favor of an "Open Polar Sea." In his book to

which we have previously alluded, he cites the three breaks

and the long line of northern coast, through which the

waters of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans enter the north-

ern basin, and savs :
" If one traces the currents on the

map, and follows the Gulf Str am as it flows northward,

pouring the warm waters of the Tropic Zone through the

broad gateway east of Spitzbergen, and forcing out a re-

turn current of cold waters to the west of Spitzbergen, to

and through Davis Strait, he will very readily compi ond
why in this incessant displacement of the waters ot the

Pole by the waters of the Equator, the great body of tiie

former is never chilled to within several degrees of the

freezing point ; and since it is proljably as deep, as it is

almost as broad, as the Atlantic between Kurope and
America, he will be prepared to understand Ui?X this \'ast

body of water tempers the whole region with a warmth above

hat which is otherwise natural to it ; and that the Al-

inigiity hand, in the all-wise dispensation of His power, has

thus placed u bar to its congelation ; and he will read in

p"!
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this another symbol of Nature's great law of circulatioH

which, giving water to the parched earth, and moisture to

the air, moderates as well the temperature of the zones-
cooling the Tropic with a current of water from the Frigid,

and warming the Frigid with a current from the Tropic.
" Bearing these facts in mind, the reader will perceive

that it is the surface water only which ever reaches so low
a temperature that it is changed to ice; and he will also

perceive that when the wind moves the surface water, the

particles which have become chiiied by contact with the

air mingle in the rolling waves with the warm waters be-

neath, and hence that ice can only form in sheltered places,

or where the water of some bay is so shoal, and the current

so slack, that it becomes chilled to the very bottom, or

where the air over the sea is uniformly calm. He vill

remember, however, that the winds blow as fiercely over

the Polar Sea as in any other quarter of the world; and he

will, therefore, have no difficulty in comprehending that the

Polar ice covers but a small 'oart of the Polar water: and

that it exists only where it is nursed and protected by the

land. It cl'ngs to the coasts of Siberia, and springing

thence acioss Bering Strait to America, it hugs the Amer-
ican shore, fills the narrow channels which drain the

Polar waters into Baffin Bay through the Parry Archipelago,

crosses thence to Greenland, from Greenland to Spitzber-

gen, and from Spitzbergen to Nova-Zembla,—thus investing

the Pole in an uninterrupted land-clinging belt of ice, more

or less broken, as well in winter as in summer, and the

fragments ever moving to and fro, though never widely

separating, forming a barrier against which all the arts and

energies of man have not hitherto prevailed
*' With the warm flood of the Gulf Stream pouring north-

ward, keeping the waters of the Polar Sea at a temperature

above the freezing point, while the winds, blowing as con-

stantly, under the Arctic as under the Tropic sky, and the

ceaseless currents of the sea and the tide-flow of the sur-

face keep tlie waters ever in movement, it is not possible

that even any considerable portion of this extensive sea

can be frozen over. At no point within the Arctic Circle

has there been found an ice-belt extending, either m Win-

ter or in Summer, more than from fifty to a hundred miles
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from land. And even in the narrow channels separating

the islands of the Parry Archipelago, in Baffin Bay in the

North Water, and in the mouth of Smith Sound, every-

where within the broad area of the Frigid Zone, the waters
will not freeze except when sheltered by the land, or when
an ice-pack, accumulated by a long continuance of winds
from one quarter, affords the same protection. That the

sea does not close except when at rest, I had abundant
reason to know during the late winter ; for at all times,

even when the temperature of the air was below the freez-

ing point of mercuiy, 1 could hear from the deck of the

schooner the roar of the beating waves."
In a previous page, we spoke of this cherished idea of

an " open polar sea," as a chimera of the imagination,
which is inconsistei;t with the rigorous experience of all

who have ventured into that regio:-> of death during any
recorded period of the earth's history. On this subject

Capt Richards, Hygdrographer to the Admiralty, and a
a member of the English Expedition under Capt. Nares,
of 1875, says: "The latter-day theory of an open Polar Sea
rests on no foundation, practical or philos )phical. Even if

it could be shown that a somewhat higher mean temper-

ature is theoreticallv due in that area where the sun is for

six consecutive months above the horizon, and for a similar

period below it, this would avail nothing ; for the dissolution

of the Winter's ice is not dependent on the influence of

the Summer's heat alone; otherwise the difficulties of Arc-

tic navigation would disappear, at any rate for some short

period, during every season. A variety of other elements

are equally as important. Chief among them is the action

of the winds and tides to break up the decaying floes, but

paramount above all others is the necessity for sufficient

outlets for the escape of the ice so broken up throughout

the vast area of the Polar basin. These outlets wekno^\' ^.c

not exist ; an insignificant point of land, moreover, will

act as a wedge, or the prevalence of an unfavorable wind

for a few days at the critical period will suffice to decide

the question whether such 'inlets, so important as Welling-

ton Channel in Smith Sound, will be closed or open during

a season. From a ship's masthead or a mountain summit
the visible horizon is limited by the curvature of the earth.

?•:?
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and those who have navigated in these regions will well

remember how one short hour has carried them from an
apparently open sea to a dead-lock, with no streak of water

in sight. VVaier-skies are delusive ; an insignificant crack

or lane in the ice will produce them, and the only admis-

sible evidence of a Polynia or navigable Polar basin nuisi

be the fact that a ship has sailed through it."

Captain Nares himself says, in his Journal, June 22,

1876:—" It would appear that the sun, unassisted by other

causes, is, after a cold winter, not sufficiently powerful to

produce a thaw on a snow-clad ground until it attains an

altitude of about 30"; if this is the case, then at the North
Pole it is doubtful if the snow ever becomes melted."

Captain Feilden, the naturalist of Nares' expedition,

says: "If there be an extension of land to the northern-

most part of our globe, I see no reason why a few species

of birds should not resort there to breed. There would

still be sufficient summer, if such a term may be used, for

the period of incubation ; and from what I have seen of

the transporting powers of the wind in drifting seeds over

the frozen expanse of the Polar Sea, I cannot doubt that

a scanty flora exists at the Pole itself, if there be any land

there, and that the abundance of insect life which exists

as high as the eighty-third degree will be present at tiie

ninetieth, sufficient to provide for a few knots, sanderlings,

and turnstones."

The Open Polar Sea of the Future.

But while the polar regions are indisputably ice-bound

and uninhabitable by civilized men, and must so remain

for thousands of years to come—there was a period in the

early history of the earth when mild climates prevailed at

the pole—and the hypothesis is equally tenable that in tiie

revolving cycles of time, so distant in futurity that only ll e

boldest scientists will presume to compute it at 10,000 to

12.000 years, the icy zones will again enjoy an equable

antl life-sustaining temperature. This theory is ably mnin-

tained by Mr. James Croi.i- in Climaie and Cosmology i^:\\y
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pletons), and the following bare outline of his views will

not be inappropriate in connection with these speculations

regarding an Open Polar Sea.

It is an indisputable datum of geology that at some for-

mer epoch the polar regions enjoyed a comparatively mild

and equable climate, and that places now buried under
permanent snow and ice were then covered with a rir i and
luxuriant vegetation. Attempts to account for this rx^mark-

'

able state of things have been made by postulating a

different distribution of sea and land, a change in the ob-

liquity of the ecliptic, and a displacement of the earth's

axis of rotation. The reasons for rejecting such theories

are set forth at length by Mr. Croll, but passing over these,

we come at once to the explanation which he is persuaded
is the true one. The steps by which he reaches his con-

clusions are the following: The annual quantity of heat

received from the sun at the equator is to that at the poles

as twelve to five, and if the same percentage of rays were
cut off by the atmosphere at both places, their temperatures
would differ in the same ratio. As a matter of fact, more
rays are cut off at the poles than at the equator, and con-

sequently the difference in the amount of heat received

rom the sun is actually much greater. But we may waive
his hypothetical excess of polar cold, because in truth the

polar temperature is very much nearer the equatorial than
would be indicated by the ratio five to twelve, and the

problem is to account for this surprising approximation.
The mean difference of temperature ought not to be less

(although probably more) than aoc^ Fahr., but the actual

difference doe'' —^t much, if at all, exceed 800. But since

this paradox.ct^i mcrement of heat does not come directly

from the sun's rays, how is it obtained ? Obviously by a
transference of heat from the equator to the poles. But
how was this transference effected ? There were only two
agencies available, to wit, aerial or ocean currents. But
Mr. Croll has demonstrated that the amount of heat con- I

veyable from the equator to the poles by means of aerial

currents is trifling; consequently the transference must be
attributed to the currents of the ocean. Yet if it can trans-

form a polar into a temperate climate, the influence of

ocean currents in the distribution of heat over the globe

}
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rope, it 13 obvious that a large decrease in its temperature
and volume would, on the other hand, lea«' to a state of

things in Northwestern Europe approaching to that which
now prevails in Greenland. A decrease leads to a glacial,

an increase to an interglacial condition of things."

We are brought next to the inquiry, what, according to

Mr. Croll, were the causes of such pregnant changes in the

volume and temperature of the ocer.n currents. His po-

sition is that adequate causes may be found in physical

agencies, stimulated or checked by changes in the eccen-

tricity of the earth's orbit, provided the heat-transferring

power of such agencies is suffered to be ojierative by such
geographical conditions as now exist, and which there is

not an atom of evidence for believing have been materially

altered since the glacial epoch. It is unnecessary to post-

ulate the submergence or the elevation of continents, or

the existence of extra inter-continental channels, transport-

ing northward additional heat currents, and thus contribut-

ing to ameliorate the climate of the pole. The geographical

conditions and the physical agencies which actually exist

are amply sufficient to account tor all the facts. " When
the eccentricity of the earth's orbit is at a high value, and
the northern winter solstice is in perihelion, agencies are

brought into operation which make the southeast trade

winds stronger than the northeast, and compel them to

blow over upon the northern hemisphere as far probably

as the Tropic of Cancer. The result is that all the great

equatorial currents of the ocean are impelled into the north-

ern hemisphere, which thus, in consequence of the immense
accumulation of warm water, has its temperature raised,

and snow and ice to a great extent must then disappear

from the Arctic regions. When contrariwise, the proces-

sion of the equinoxes brings round the winter solstice to

aphelion, the condition of things on the two hemispheres
is reversed, and the northeast trades then blow over upon
the southern hemisphere, carrying the great equatorial cur-

rents along with them. The warm water being thus wholly

withdrawn from the northern hemisphere, its temperature

sinks enormously, and snow and ice begin to accumulate
in temperate regions."

It will, of course, be noted that, according to this theory,

<<MkuCa.'
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the maximum of cold ;iL the north pole would result from

the coincidence of a maximum eccentricity in the earth's

orbit with the occurrence of winter in aphelion. Mr. Croll

states that the mean interval between two consecutive in-

terglacial periods (corresponding to the time required hy

the equinoctial point to pass from perihelion round to per-

ihelion) is not, as is conunonly assumed, 21,000, but 23,230
years. At intervals, therefore, f)f from 10,000 to 12,000

years the north pole will experience the extreme of cold

and the extreme of heat compatible with the coincident

geographical conditions, and with the coincident eccen-

tricity of the earth's orbit, the latter factor being ascertain-

able from Croll's tables.

The final result, therefore, to which Mr. Croll would

lead us is, that those warm and cold periods which have

alternately prevailed during past ages.are simply the great

secular summers and winters of our globe, depending as

truly as the annual ones do upon planetary motions, and
like them also fulfilling some important ends in the econ-

omy of nature.

The Glacier System.

Dr. Hayes' journey over th** ukfer de Glace^ and his re

newed inspection of the great Glacier discovered by Dr.

Kane, have been referred to on a preceding page. He
discusses the glacier system of Greenland in his " Open
Polar Sea," where he says :

" Greenland may be regarded

as a vast reservoir of ice. Upon the slopes of its lofty

hills, the downy snowHake has become the hardened crys-

tal, and increasing little by little from year to year and

century to century, a broad cloak of frozen vapor has

at length completely overspread the land, and along its

wide border there pour a thousand crystal streams into the

sea. The manner of the glacier growth, beginning in

some remote epoch, when Greenland, nursed in warmth

and sunshine [see Mr. Croll's hypothesis] was clothed

with vegetation, is a subject of much interest to the student

of physical geography. The explanation of the phenom-
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ena is, however, greatly simplified by the knowledge
which various explorers have contributed from th',' Alps,

—

a quarter having all the value of the (ireenland mountains,
as illustrating the laws which govern the formation ami move-
ments of mountain ice, and which possesses the important
advantage of greater accessil)ility. It was easy to perceive

in the grand old bed of ice over which 1 had travelled,

those same physical markings which had arrested the at-

tention of Agassiz and Forbes and Tyndall, and it was a

satisfaction to have confirmed by actual experiment in the

field the reflections of the study, to be able to make a com-
parison between the Alpine and the (ireenland ice."

Dr. Hayes then quotes the conclusion of the Abbe M. Le
Chanoine Rendu, published in the Memoirs of the Knval
Academy of Sciences of Savoy—" That the glacier and the

river are in effect the same; that between tlienj there is a

resemblance so complete that it is impossible to find in the

latter a circumstance which does not exist in the lornier;

and as the river drains the waters which fall upon the hill-

sides to the ocean, so the glacier drains the ice which
forms from the snows on the mountain sides down to the

same level." And, " the conceiving will of the Creator has
employed for the permanence of His work, 'the great law of

circulation, which, strictly examined, is found to reproduce
itself in all parts of Nature." On this Dr. Hayes com-
ments as follows :

*' A glacier is, in effect, but a float-

ing stream of frozen water ; and the river systems of

the Temperate and Equatorial Zones become the gla-

cier systems of the Arctic and the Antarctic. The iceberg

is the discharge of the Arctic river, the Arctic river is

the glacier, and the glacier is the accumulation of the

frozen vapors of the air. Moving on its slow and steady
course from the distant hills, at length it reaches the

sea, which tears from the slothful stream a monstrous
fragment, taking back to itself its own again. Freed
from the shackles which it has borne in silence

through unnumbered centuries, this new-born child of the

ocean rushes with a wild bound into the arms of the j)arent

water, where it is caressed by the surf and nursed into

life again ; and the crystal drops receive their long-lost

freedom, and fly away on the laughing waves to catch once

I
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more llic susibeain, and to run again their course through
the long cycle of the ages." . ,

A.:4 the iceberg, its formation, its laws, its uses and ends,
a'e the most interesting theme suggested by Arctic dis-

coveries, Nve subjoin the following remarks and obser-

. vations, by Mr. Charles Hallock, upon a recent trip to

Alaska:—
THE HOMK OF THE ICEBERG.

How THE Outputs ok ihk Greai Alaska Glaciers ai'.

PEAR

—

Wa'ICHINO the IcV MOUNTAINS TilROWN OFF
BY Heat ani> Expansion—A Roarino \s of Artil-

lery IN THE Air—Sc:enes is Northern Seas

The excursion steamer which makes its monthly trips

from Portland, Oregon, to Sitka and beyond, cruises alonii;

a thousand miles of Alaskan coast. No fewer than five

large glaciers can be seen, inckuliiig the Davidson, Sum-
down, Patterson, Taku, and Muir. The Muir and David-

son glaciers are spurs or outflows of the same ice field,

which has an unbroken expanse of four hundred miles

—

large enough to lay over the whole ilomain of Switzerland.

The Muir is the ultimate objective point of sight-seers, who
by the time they have become accustomed to the un-

familiar blending of Mediterranean with Alpine scenery so

exclusively characteristic of the North Pacific coast, are

partially prepared for the astounding revelation which

presently awaits them at the head of Glacier Bay. This

bay is about 120 miles northeast of Sitka, and lies in lat.

59" 40'. It is the most northern point reached on the

trip. Sitka has yet to be visited, but that polyglot settle-

ment occupies a secondary place in the anticipations of

those whose conceptions of a glacier have been inspired by

visions or readings of the Matterhorn or Rhone.
Until a comparatively recent period glacial dynamics

have remained to a certain extent a matter of theory. The
birth of an iceberg i^ said to be a phenomenon unknown in

Europe. On that continent the glacial force is almost

spent, and he who would witness the mighty outcome of

its latent power must seek it on the confines of the New
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World. He will not find it in the fastnesses of Switzerland.

There the once overwhelming accumulations of snow, which
filled the mountain valleys to the level of their topmost
peaks, no longer supply the glacial streams with material

tor bergs. 'I'he ice fields have dwindled to insignificant

areas, and their discharge is, for the most part, fluvial,

though much of their bulk is dissipated by evaporation or

absorption in^'^ the warm earth of the lower altitudes.

Hut in Greenland, which has recently been investigated by
Danish explorers, ihe ice fields were found to cover the

country like a pall, for 1,500 miles, from Cape Farewell to

the furthest discovered point, and their breadth is abso-

lutely unknown. Out of the almost interminable waste of

frigid desolation pours the great glacier Sermitsialik, with a

width of from two to four miles, completely occupying the

valley out of which it debouches to the depth of 2,000 feet

or more. It is only one of hundreds of similar frozen

rivers, all of which, as far as is known, are pigmies beside

the great Humboldt glacier discovered by Dr. Kane at the

head of Smith Sound. This is sixty miles in width, with

enclosing walls of rock a thousand feet high. Its front

abuts the sea, and is washed by the waves like any other

coast line.

From these Titanic sources of perpetual supply are emit-

ted those stupendous icebergs which fill the north Atlantic

from June to August to an extent that dozens can be count-

ed from the masthead within the scope of view. The
dimensions of some of them are incredible. I have seen

one off the coast of Labrador which was estimated to be
two miles long and 300 feet high ; and this great mass was
sloughed off entire from the Humboldt sea wall with one
tremendous cleavage, plunge, and surge, as a great ship

leaves the ways. Such mountains of ice are perpetually

falling all along the line, with an intermittent crash and
roar like the tumult of a tempest. The din of the greak

commotion can be heard for miles. It is an axiom that

mechanical forces are best comprehended by their pro-

ducts; so that no one can begin to realize what a stupend-

ous factor a glacier is until he sees the measure of its

infinite power thus made supremely manifest.

The glaciers of the North Pacific are much smaller in

ffl
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comparison, but the Muir is three miles long, with a per-

pendicular face of 400 feet, stretching like a frozen water-

fall or gigantic dam entirely across the head of the bay.

I ts breast is as blue as turquoise. At a distance it l>oks like

a fillet rent from the azure sky and laid across the brow of

the cliff. When the full blaze of the southwestern sun

lights up its opalescence, it gleaiiis like the gates of the

celestial city. I suppose that an iceberg of no insignificant

size is sloughed off from some portion of its sea wall as

often as once in five minutes, but these detachments sel-

dom represent more than a limited section, and most of

them break up into comparatively small fragments before

they are fairly launched on their seaward journey. Visit-

ors are told that glaciers move at a rate of so many feet or

inches daily. Ocular evidence may be obtained by fixed

landmarks, which indicate a stated progression. From the

size and frequency of the cleavages here it would seem

that the progress of the Muir must be several rods a dav,

though an estimate can only be approximated, as there is

no true alignment, and the centre moves faster than the

sides.

Long before the steamer reaches the entrance of Glacier

Bay straggling lump': of ice appear dazzling white, aiivl

resting like blocks of marble on the polished sea, which is

scarcely moved by an imperceptible swell pulsating throui;h

the Sound. The sun is warm and grateful, and the sk\

without a cloud, excepting those which stretch like filmy

gauze from peak to peak, the temperature perhaps 60° in

the shade. Half of the passengers have never seen an ice

cake and they are eager with excitement to get near the

polar videttes whicn are drifting by, away off under the

land. The course of the vessel bears sjraduallv toward the

headland at the entrance, and the lumps of ice become moie

numerous. Bevies of ladies rush to the taffrail as one of

them passes ciose under the counter. Presently a passing

promontory opens out a large iceberg of fantastic sha))e.

and then another, tall and stately, with turrets like a castle.

Sea gulls, hagden and shags hover about their gleaming

walls like snow fiakes in the air, or sit in solemn ranks

upon the battlements. Objects change positions constantly

and countermarch across the field of view. Fancies dis-

#"
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solve before they are scarcely formed. Reflections from
ilie land appear in darksome shades across the water, and
from the looming icebergs in tremulous semblances, ghost-

like and pallid. The scenic effects, at once so magical and
duplicated everywhere, grow momen'.arily more weird.

Meantime the steamer slacks her headway, slows down,
and presently with a sullen thud lays alongside a small
berg, whose rounded apex neers up over the dead eyes into

the head of the companionway, looking for all the world
as if it was going to come aboartl. All the curious ladies

pipe a combination scream, and make for the door of the

Captain's stateroom. Then the quarter boat is swung out
of the davits and lowered away, and the steward and the

mate and the sailors tackle the glistening harlequin with

pikes and axes, and, after much chopping and manoeuvring
with bights and bowlines, contrive to split off a big lump,

and hoist it inboard with a sling. This supply is for the

Ice chest. How pure and cold and beautiful and trans-

parent it is ! How precious to passengers who have beet

for two days stinted, and to the steward whose meal was
likely to spoil ! The chunks cut off seem colorless but
the central core of the berg itself glows like a great blue

eye, sentient and expressive, with that sort of poetical light

termed " spirituelle." You never tire of gazing into the

translucent depths of the glacier ice, whose radiance emu-
lates the blue and green of beryl, torquoise, chrisophas and
emerald. You gaze into them as into the arcana of the

empyrean, with some vague awe of their mysterious source,

and the intangible causes which gave them birth. And the

grand icebergs !—so cold, yet so majestic, so solid yet so

unsubstantial; so massive, yet so ethereal!—whose bast-

ions and battlements are mighty enough to shiver an onset,

and yet so volatile that the warmih of wooing spring will

dissipate them into vapor. Children of the Arctic frost

conceived in the upper air, inspired by the effulgent sun,

and moulded in the bowels of intensest congelation, the

human mind cannot contemplate them without a sympa-
thetic inspiration, for their duplex entity is so like out

combination of soul and body

!

A stilf breeze was blowing as we entered (Jlacier Bay,

and the breath came bitterly cold from off the ice field.
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The bay was filled with floating bergs and floes, and the
temperature dropped quite rapidly to 46°. The ruftlcd

surface of the water assumed that peculiar tinge of cold
steel gray which landscapes wear in winter. The atmos^
pherc put on a sympathetic hue and grew perceptibly denser.
Snow covered all the peaks, and the Mer de Glace spread
out before us like a great white apron on the lap of the

mountain. It is twelve miles from the entrance to the

head of the bay, and over the entire landscape nature
seemed dead. Not a living thing appeared—not a gull on
the wing or a seal in the gloomy fiords. Desolation reigned

throughout, for there was nothing to sustain life. The
creation was all new, and the glacier was still at work grad-

ually preparing it for the abode of organic life. Darkness
only was needed to relegate us to the primordium of chao;?.

But the sun was bright on the distant peaks, which enclosed

the bay on all sides, and their intangible, ghostly outlines,

scarcely distinguished from the fleecy clouds about them,

seemed indefinitely beyond the convex line of earth. Sel-

dom is mundane gloom and supernal glory contrasted by

such startling juxtaposition.

As the steamer neared the glacier, speculations began
respecting the height of its perpendicular front, but no one

guessed higher than the vessel's topmast. It was only

when she lay anchored in ninety fathoms of water, close

under the ice, and not a quarter of a mile from shore, that

spectators began to conceive the magnitude of the glacier

and all its surroundings. The glacier wall overhung us

with its mighty majesty, and we seemed none too far awav

to escape the constantly cleaving masses which dropped
from its face with deafening detonations. The foam which

gathered from the impetus of the plunges surged upward
fully two-thirds of the height of the cliff, and the resulting

swell tossed the large steamer like a toy, and rolled up in

breakers of surf upon the beach. The vessel was in actual

danger from the fragments of ice which occasionally thump-

ed against her sides. Indeed, her wheels were afterward

badly mashed in making her way out of the bay into open

water. A paddle wheel steamer is unfit for such navigation.

and I suppose a propeller will be used hereafter.

The glacier wall is by no means smooth, but is seamed
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and riven in every part by clefts and fissures. It is hol-

lowed into caverns and grottoes, hung with massive stal-

actites, and fashioned into pinnacles and domes. Every
section and configuration has its heart of translucent blue
or green, interlaced or bordered by fretted frost-work of

intensest white ; so that the appearance is at all times

gnome-like aiid supernatural. No portion of the wall ever
seems to pitch forward all at once in a sheer fall from lop

to bottom, but sections split off from the buttresses, or

drop from midway or the top. The apparent slowness of

their descent is sublimity itself, because it carries with it the

measure of its stupendous vastness and inappreciable height.

Impressions of magnitude and majesty, I opine, are not

conveyed so much by any relative standard of comparison
as by the degree with which we come within the range

of their power or influence. One must realize before he

can appreciate, and he cannot realize fully until he becomes
to a certain extent a participator. Proximity shudders and
trembles at what remoteness and impunity views with dis-

passionate equanimity. I cannot conceive how any one
can sit close by and contemplate without emotion the stu-

pendous throes which give birth to the icebergs, attended
with detonations like explosions of artillery and reverber-

ations of thunder across the sky, and the mighty wreckage
which follows each convulsion. He would hardly be ap-

palled at the crack of doom. I say we cannot estimate their

magnitude by contiguous objects, because they are all un-

familiar. The steamer itself, although considerable ir size

seems like an atom. As for the rest, the fragments of ice

which are seen stranded along the beach, looking no larger

than blocks, measure welve feet high. Those lumps drift-

ing pa ' yonder fiord are icebergs higher than our top-

mast. T' e other side of the bay which, we imagine, one
could swi ! across with ease, is' five miles off. The ice

ledge itsell 's four hundred feet hip;h. The peaks in the

distance, fo,i.y miles away, are sixteen thousand feet above
the level of the sea. There is the Devil's Thumb, looking
no higher than the Washington monument, a sheer mono-
lith six thousand feet high, with faces al.-no.'it perpendicular.

The timber line around the feet of the distant ranges

resembles a cincture of moss.

!
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From a pinnacle of elevation overlooking the Muir ic«

field, which is obtained by an arduous half-day's climb,

although some expected to accomplish it in an hour, one

one can count no less than fifteen tributary glacial streams,

any one of which is as large as the great Rhone glacier

ouer which European tourists go inio ecstacies. Drawn
from the inexhaustible but annually diminisrhing accumu-

lations of snow which fill the mountain valleys to a depth

of at least 2,000 feet, these separate streams of plastic con-

gelation unite like the strands of a rope to form the irre-

sistible current of the Muir. The surface of the glacier is

not uniformly level and smooth like a boulevard. It has

its drifts and dykes, its cascades, riffs and rapids like any

unfrozen river. In the immediate front and extending a

mile or more back, its whole surface is the most rugged

formation imaginable. It is utterly impossible for any liv-

ing creature to traverse it, being in fact a compacted aggre-

gation of wedge-shaped and rounded cones of solid ice,

capped by discolored and disintegrating snow. But away
back in the mountain passes it is easily traversed with

sledges or snow-shoes. Indians cross the divide at sundry

places all along the coast from the Stikeen to Copper River,

Looking afar off into the blank perspective the icy re

enforcements, which pour out of the mountain fastnesses

like gathering clans, seem compacted into indefinable fleecy

masses, while in the immediate van they pass in review in

serried phalanxes of cowled and hooded monks twenty feet

tall, wrapped in dirty toques and capuchins, snow-powdered,

and bedraggled, and pressing forward with never ceasing

march, as if all the lifelong denizens of the Gothard and

St. Bernard had set out at once to temper their frigid

tongues in the tepid waters which are warmed by the Kuro-
siwo. In other places, where the mer de glace is level like

a plain, its surface is seamed with deep crevasses and
slashed with rifts and chasms whose sides and walls deep
down for sixty feet are dazzling blue. Thus the incipient

bergs are split and carved and chiselled and prepared for

their ^nal segregation, so that they will break off easily

when they reach the front. Meantime the sub-glacial river

which is flowing underneath buoys up the ice and floats it

to the sea.

\^.
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It is estimated, by soundings made as near as vessels

dare approach, that it is fully eight hundred feet deep.

The water flows beneath the glacier just as it does under
the deposit of a snow-laden roof, forming icicles at the

eaves. To this mighty channel, between its flanking slopes

of rock, the glacier is at last restricted. Evidences are

abundant that it is continually receding. They are scored

high up on the granite walls by the adamantine ice. They
are attested by the stranded debris of the lateral moraines,

and recorded in the written narratives of Vancouver, who
speaks of his inability to enter this bay in 1793, which is

now navigable for twelve miles inland. Once the ice field

was level with the distant mountain tops ; now it has set-

led, with melting aiid thaw, until the peaks are far above
the surface. The annual accumulations are dissolving and
diminishing faster than they can be replenished, and cen-

turies hence snow will no longer be perpetual in the val-

leys. The warm hills will throw off their useless mantle,

and nothing will remain of the Muir glacial except a goodly
stream and some tributary rills leaping with a musical ca-

dence from the spring melting among the peaks. The deep
and cavernous gully which now retains the sub-glacial out-

flow of the ice field will become an estuary of the ocean,

and the legend of the Muir will be illustrated in the parti-

colored tapestry which lines the verdant slopes and i.iead-

ows with flowers and foliage. Perhaps some goodly village

will nestle at the terminal moraine, as it now does in the

Matterhorn among the Alps. Then all the soil deposited

in the valleys and upon the hillsides will tell us of the wear
and tear which even now is grinding down the mountains,

of the denudation, pulverizing, levelling, and filling up of

which the glacier has been the potent agent since the world

began.

Glaciers always carry on their frozen tide great boulders

and masses of stones and rock wrenched from the mountain
sides, just as rivers carry logs and drift. Whatever is not

deposited along its course is carried out to sea by the ice-

bergs to st'-cw the ocean bottom, precisely as we find them
on our Western plains, where they were deposited when
the salt waves covered their unlimited expanse. Some
of the lateral moraines (as the dry beds of spent glacial

fli
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outlets are termed) are still underlaid by an ice stratum

200 feet thick, which became detached from the main body

of the glacier many decades since. It will take a half ceniiiiy

to melt it. Clambering over these is no child's play. \"\^

itors should be prepared with waterproof angler's wading

trousers and alpenstocks and hobnail shoes, leaving alli -p

coais and superfluous wraps where ihey can be resumed

after the jaunt is fmisiied. Rubber shoes or boots are

liable to be torn to shreds. 'I'here are spots, looking like

solid earth, which often pr^jve to be nuid holes of uncertain

depth. Boulders are everywhere—boulders, ice, and slimy

Sill, or till, and nothing else. Botlondess crevasses head

you off at every turn. To lanil dry-shod from the boats is

not easy, on account of the surf.

Altogether, it is astonishing what a minimum of distance

or aliiiudeone can accomplish with a maximum of clamber-

ing and perspiration, even with the chill wind blowing

fresh; for every object sought is at least five times ilie

distance guessed at, and the road is hartl, indeed, to travel.

Nevertheless, the ladies are generally foremost, and old

Swiss explorers will distance all ihe rest.

It is a consolation and a comfort, when on the apex of

the moraine, with the polar desolation all around, and every

resource of succor or deliverance clean cut off, to look far

down upon the little object which is our only hope—the

steamer, which seems an atom more than ever—and know
that although the bay be filled with floes, there is open

water and safety and genial climate just beyond. By some
trivial accident, possible enough, a party of excursionists

might be left in a situation almost as hopeless as the haj)-

less sufferers of the Lena. The perils are precisely the

same, modified only by the relative accessibility of succor,

and therefore too much stress cannot be laid upon the

stanchness of the vessels sent into the ice.

Quite recently the citizens of St. Paul instituted an ice

palace and illuminated it with electric lights, and all the

heavenly planets lent their aid to make it resplendent. At

night when the full moon shone upon its crystal walls

and battlements, and their translucence was reflected, it

looked more like an ethereal creation than one of sub-

stance. It was stately in its magnificence and overwlielm-
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ing in its supernatural majesty. But what shall compare
wiib tlic Muir glacier when the moonlight is upon it, and
all the phosphorescence of the Pacific Ocean beats in bil-

lows of liquid flame against its toppling, crumbling walls ?

when lunar rainbows are tossed in air against the mounting
columns of foam that are shivered into spray by the plung-
ing mountains of ice ? In the everlasting tumult, and whirl,

and crash of explosions which seem to split the glacier

itself from front to mountain source, when nothing at all

takes definite shape upon the ghostly interchange of lights

and shades, one can imagine only the revels of chaos and
the scroll rolled back to the genesis of creation.

Dr. Hayes' Return to Boston.

The summer of i86i was passed by Dr. Hayes in the
conduct of explorations and surveys in the immediate
vicinity of Port Foulke, Hartstene Bay, which Capt. Narks
characterizes as the best winter station on the North
coast of Greenland. The Eskimos, to the number of 80,

joined the party, living in snow-houses about the harbor,

and hunting the walrus and the seal. On the 14th of

July, the schooner, freed from the ice, sailed from her
winter harbor, and reached the west coast, en route for

home. Entering Whale Sound, Hayes delineated the shore
line of that inlet, which he named Inglefield Gulf, out of

respect to the navigator who first penetrated its waters.

He continued down the coast, from Whale Sound, and
obtained dredgings from the various points visited, plants

from several localities, skins and skeletons of the dilTerent

mammals, skins of many of the Arctic birds, and also skulls

of Eskimos. Over 200 reindeer were captured by his

hunters. Varieties of walrus and seal were found in

abundance. Continuing southward, he surveyed the

Eastern coast of North Baffin Bay, from Cape Alexander
to Granville Bay, for a distance of 600 miles, and the

western side for a distance of 1300 miles. He then

entered Melville Bay, bored through the ** pack " for 150
miles, to the southern water, and reached Upernavik, Aug.

14, and Disco, Island, Sept. i. The voyage from Gcdhaven
southward was boisterous, and at Halifax the ship put

into port for repairs. Leaving Halifax Oct. 14, Dr. Hayes

I
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arrived with his ship at Boston Oct. 23(1, 1861, after an
absence of 15 months and 13 days.—He visited Greenland
a third time in 1869, in the steam yacht *' Panther."
His narrative of this visit was published under the title,

" The Land of Desolation." Again his wonder was ex-

cited by tiie mighty glaciers and icebergs, and the sites

of the colonies of the old Northmen which he visited.

The " Panther " sailed a thousand miles along the Green-
land coast, penetrated the ice packs of Melville Bay, and
then returned home. Dr. Hayes died in 187 1.

ARCTIC VOYAGES AND DISCOVERIES OF DR.
CHARLES F. HALL.

Dr. Hall's First Expedition in the whale-ship
" George Henry," owned by Williams & Haven,
FROM New London Conn., May 29, i860.— His
Second Expedition in the whaler " Monticello,"
Captain E. A. Chapel fpom New London, July i,

1864.

—

Traces of Franklin's Men.—Hall's Third
OR North Polar ExpoEirioN, under the auspices

OF the United States Government, in the steamer
" Polaris," from New London, July 3, 187 1.

Shortly after Dr. Hayes left Boston for his Arctic

cruise, Capt. Charles F. Hall, accompanied by the

Eskimo Kud-la-go, who had come to the United States

during the previous autumn in the whaler " George
Henry," left New London, Conn., for his first Arctic voy-

age. He was given a free passage to Northumberland
Inlet in the whaling barque "George Henry," owned i)y

Williams & Haven, of New London. His outfit consisted

of a boat 28 feet long ; beam, 7 feet ; depth, 29 1-2

inches. He also took a sledge, 1200 lbs. of pemmican
and meat biscuit, some ammunition and a few nautical in-

struments and thermometers. The ship sailed from

New London May 29, i86o, but did not arrive in Hoi-

Steinberg, Southern Greenland, until July 7. Before en-

tering the harbor, in lat. 63" N., Captain ITall's fellow-

voyager, Kud-la-go, died. After remaining here 17 days

the barque sailed for Northumb^^rland Inlet, where she

anchored at Ookooleen, or Cornelius Grinnell Bay, Aug. S.
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The ship encountered at sea heavy snow-storms and ice-

bergs, one of which appeared to Hall's fancy as " the

ruins of a lofty dome," then, "as an elephant with two
large circular towers on his back, and Corinthian spires

springing out boldly from the broken mountains on which
he had placed his feet." Again, it was "like a lighthouse

on the top of the piled-up rocks, white as the driven

snow," especially when the sun, after being wrapped in

clouds for nearly a week, burst forth in all his splendor,
" bathing with a flood of fire this towering iceberg light-

house." Many natives visited the barque, and among
them was the wife of Kud-la-go, who shed bitter tears for

her husband's death, and was deeply affected by a -ight

of the treasures which he had gathered in the States, for

her and his little child.

Aug. 16, the wii.ders sailed for a harbor on the west

coast of Davis Strait, to which Hall gave the name of

Cyrus W. Field Bay. On the o[)posite side of the bay, he

saw some traces of the landings of the expedition under
Sir Martin Frobisher, 300 years before. Here he lost his

boat in a furious gale which wrecked the whaler " Res-

cue," and dashed the " Georgiana " on the lee shore, and
was obliged to confine his explorations within compara-

tively narrow limits.

It had been Hall's purpose, when he set out on this ex-

pedition, to learn the language of the natives, to conform

to their habits of life so far as would be necessary to

harden him for the rigors of Arctic weather, to live

among them, gain their friendship, and awaken their inter-

est in the fate of Franklin's men. He thus hoped to ac-

complish his purpose of rescuing those who might still be

alive. But his westward journeyings were prevented by
the loss of his boat, and he confined his attention to a

study of the people, to observations of natural phenome;^^,

and to the location of the settlements attempted in the

sixteenth century (1556-1559), by Frobisher.—During the

winter the ice was solid around the ship, Jan. 5, 186 1, the

temperature was 60° below the freezing point, but not

uncomfortable. Between Jan. 10, 1861, and May, 1862,

Hall made several journeys on dog sledges, guided by
" Joe," his wife " Hannah," and another Innuit woman.

4
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I lis rcso.'irchcs were interesting, but shed no ttirther lighf

on the geography of the I'ohir regions. See " Arctic Re-

searches," C. F. Hall, Harper Bros., 1865. We quote

from this volume the natives' mode of i)uilding an " igloo,"

or house of ice and snow :

—
'* They first sounded or * pros-

pected ' the snow with their seal-spears to find the most
suitable for that purpose. Then, one commenced sawing

out snow-blocks, using a hand-saw an implement now in

great demand among the Innuits .or that purpose; the

blocks having been cut from the space the igloo was to

occupy, the other Iiinuit prcKceded to lay the foundation

tier, which consisted of seventeen blocks, each three feet

long, 18 inches wide, and 6 inches thick. Then com-

menced the spiraling, allowing each tier to fall in, dome-
shaped, till the whole was completed, and the key-stoiu;

of the dome or arch dropped into its place, the builders

being within during the operation. When the igloo was

finished, two Innuits were walled in ; then a square open-

ing was cut at the r • of the dwelling, and through this

Smith and I passew some snow-blocks, which we had

sawed out. These Sharkey and Koojesse chipped or

minced with their snow-knives, while Tu-nuk-der-lien and

Jennie trod the fragments into a hard bed of snow, form-

ing the couch or the dais of the igloo. This done, the

women quickly erected on the right and left the fire-

stands, and soon had fires blazing, and snow melting with

which to slake our thirst. Then the usual shrubs, kept

for that purpose, were evenly spread on the snow of the

bed-place over which was laid the canvas of my tent ; and
over all were spread tuktoo furs forming the bed. When
the work had been thus far advanced, the main door was
cut out of the crystal white wall, and the walrus meat and
others were passed in. Then both openings were sealed up,

and all within were made happv in the enjoyment of com-
forts that would hardly be dreamed of by those at home,"
The Innuits are such tremendous gormandizers, th;it

Hall exclaims :
" What monstrous stomachs these P^ski-

mos have !
" The quantity (of whale meat) taken on one

day seemed enough for many. liefore this whale had

been brought alongside the " George Henry," they had

eaten twenty square feet of the raw skin!**
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August 9, the whaling season h.iving ended, the

"George Ilciiry" sailed (or New London, Conn., reaching

that city Stpt. 13, 18C2. *'Joe " and his wife " Hannah,"
with tlu'ir tiiiid and their .seal-dog, accompanied Hall to

the United Slates, expecting [o reinrn with hini in afiilnre

expedition to King William's Latul. Hall had been ab-

sent two years and three and a half months. He at once
planned a second expedition, in the hrni belief that there

were Innuits still living *' \vli»j knew all about the mys-
terious termination of the Frankliti Expedition."

Hall's Second Arctic Kxi-kditiow.—July i, 1864,
Hall, .' :companied by "Joe" and " Hannah, sailed for

the Arctic seas in the whaler " Monticello," accepting

again a free passage from the firm of Haven & Chapcll, of

New London, Conn. Entering Hudson Strait July 28, the

ship made for '• Resolution island." She encountered
much floating ice, hummocks and packs, through which
she forced a way. Waliuses basked on the ice or swam
in the sea, and on Aug. 3, a fat Polar bear, 8 feet, 5 1-2

inches long, and about 1,100 lbs. in weight, was shot by
Kbierbing ("Joe") with his rille, at 50 yards distance.

The same day, this Eskimo shot and killed, after twelve

shots, another bear. The ship anchored, Aug. 20. at

" Depot Island," in lat. 63" 47' N. Ion. 89° 51" \V. Here
Hall engaged another assistant, Mr. Rudolph, a \vhaK;r;

on the 29th he sailed in the * Monticello's ' tender, " Helen
F," for Wager River, with his three companions, f/i

route to Repulse Bay and King William Land, where h(i

proposed to spend several years in search of traces of

Franklin's crew. Reaching a small harbor, he hauled his

little boat " Sylvia " ashore, and encamped in lat. 64*^ 35'

N., Ion. 87° 2>:^ W. The partv in their little craft now
coasted a shallow stream called '" Welcome," for a few

miles, and then met Ouela and other natives who had
stories to tell about Franklin's lost men. On the assur-

ance of the natives that he could not reach Repulse Bay
that season, Hall decided to pass the winter at his present

tenting place, Noo-wook. Sept. 18 (1864J Hall's Journal

contains this entry r "It has been moving day with us,

and an interesting picture might have been seen—the

i |i
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Iniuiits and the two " Kod-lu-nas" (white men), with packs
on our backs, tramping along towards our destined new
home. Old Mother Ook-bar-loo had for her pack a mon-
strous roll of reindeer-skins, which was topped with ket-

tles and pans and various little instruments used by

Innuits in their domestic affairs, while in her hand
jb.e carried spears a)ui poles and oiher things that

t)'.'t.d not be mentioned here. Ar-too-a had for his

pack his tent and iK)le, his gun and et ceteras in his

Jiand, His wife had a huge roll of reindeer-skins and
other things, much of the character of Ook-bar-loo's.

The dogs had saddle-bags, and topping them were panni-

kins and such varied things as are alwavs to be found in

Jnnuit use. Ebierbing had for his pack our tent and
some five or six tent-poles, while in his hand he carried

his gun. Charley Rudolph had a large roll of reindeer-

skins, carrying also numerous tent-poles. Too-koo-litoo

had deer-skins, and in her hands various things. I car-

ried on my shoulder two rif es and one gun, each in cov-

ers ; under one arm my compass tripod, and in one hand
my little basket, which helcl my pet Ward chronometer,

and in the other my trunk of instruments."

Hall built an /ji,^/oo, and prepared to pass the winter.
"'

I exchanged," he says, " tent for snovv-house, and have

been al! the while as conifortable as 1 ever have been in

my life. You would be quite interested in taking a walk

through my winter-quarters ; one main ig/oo for m\self antl

Kskimo friends, and three others, all joined to the main,

for store-houses. A low, crooked, passage-way of 50 feet

in length leads into our dwelling. We fully conformed,

/ifter a little, to the habits of the natives, though nause-

ated, at times, by their uncleanliness. The Innuits

amused themselves with playing dominoes, checkers, the

cup and ball, with singing and playing on their key-low-

tik, which is made of a i)iece of deer-skin stretched over a

hoop of wood or whalebone, ilarpooning the walrus was

a frequent diversion. One was killed which weighed

2.200 lbs. These animals are ver\- sa\age and tenacious

of life. Hall savs :
" What a horrible looking creature a

walrus is, '-specially in the face ! Jt looks wicked, detest-

ably bad. * * * A hard death did this one die. He



wv

ket-

d by

hand
that

' his

'"^ean .... fds n'nilc rlc uitu f/ir ,'iirH>." ,\'v'. - Pj iL'e

'

rij j:l

M

'i<

'''%4

m

'



a^
ji



^PWi^P"W^pPSPWIPiPlPPPP7fmw" :M)mmm-y'm irpiif
H>»

,fi yy

I

I



, n

w

ilUiSliiSU i'lJji Vj'ALRUS.



WP,»JPII"'|

THE WALRUS—AURORAS. 651

fought desperalely, but steel and sinewy arms, under the

control ot cool, courageous hearts, finally conquered. As
ofien as he came up to blow lie was met by the lance of

the harpooner, who thrust it quick and deep into the heart

and chunicd away until the walrus withdrew by diving

un(K;r the ice and llippering away to the length of the

line." Tiie walrus feeds largely on clams, and great

ouantiiies of llicse are often found whole, but without the

siiells, m its paunch.

The party suffered much during the winter for lack of

provisions, and of seal-blubber for li;j;lit and heat, as their

hunts for this useful polar animal were not often success-

ful until April, it was not until the beginning of May,
icS65, that tlu'y were able to reach the Wager River, lat.

65" 19', nine months after their supijosed landing on that

stream. Thermometer 42*^ below freezing point. In June
the warm season came on rapidly, and the tiipiks (skin

tents) were set up in place of snow-iiuts for shelter. Dur-
ing the summer Mall's party harpooned a large whale,

Tliey feasted greedily on the flesh, and 1,500 lbs. of bone
were deposited securely by Hall to await the return of the

whalers in the f()rt()wing fall, and to be sold for the main-
tenance of his expedition. Sept. 4th, 1865, Hall en-

cam[)cd for the winter on the banks of North Pole River,

near the Fort Hope of Dr. Rae. Deer were numerous,
and nearly 150 were killed and cacf v/ for his winter's sup-

ply and his long sledge journey tlie next season. After

Jan. 27, 1866, none appealed until the end of March,
"when the does that were with young began their migra-

tion."

Speaking of the auroras seen in November, February
and Marcli, Hall asks : "Why is it. tiiat the aurora is al-

most always seen in the southern iieavens.? Why do v/e

not see the same north of us? * * * The aurora is gen
erally not far distant—ofttimes within a few hundred feet

—and continues wiih'n a stone's-throw of one's head.
* * * The most distant displays do not exceed ten or

fifteen miles." I'i Hall had been in the paralUd of 50° to
62** he would have seen the borealis as often to the north

as to the south. Jiut further north auroras are seldom
seen except in the south. He describes one that he saw

I:
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Feb. 6: "The rays were all vertical .iikI dancing right

merrily. The whole belt was remarkably low down, that

is, apparently not more than fifty or seventy-five feet from
the earth, and along the base of it, from end to end, was a
continuous stream of prismatic fires, which, with the

golden rays of light jetting upward and racing backward
and forward—some dancing merrily one way, while others

did the same from the opposite direction—made one of

tiic most gorgeous, soul-inspiring displays I ever wit-

nessed." March lo, the display across the southern hor-

izon was from east-southeast to west southwest. "The
eastern half was in the form of an arch, with vertical rays,

while the western half was convolved in such vast glowing
circles that near';- a qr->rter of ^he heavens seemed on

v i
. bosses or birch broom-

1 ar- ig to and fro along the

^.iii.y p the arch. To each
irc.i s, well-defined, about

,. ..'• v_jg. to the east, played
q\' e alone in its glory, for

; nents of its sister broom-
heads, but

t.
'den hair radiate ' from its head in all direc-

tions."

March 30, 1866, with the temperature at 50'' below
freezing. Hall again advanced westward on his sledge

towards King William Land. His route was up the Nortk
Pole River, north 50° east. April 13 his friend and
helper, Too-koo-litoo (Hannah) was distracted by the

death of her baby. The party travelled not over two or

three miles a day, reaching Cape Weynton, on the south

side of Colville Bay, about April 28th. The natives

showed him relics of Franklin, recounted the loss of one
of his ships in the ice, and the sufferings and starvation of

his men. Hall obtained a number of relics, a fork and
spoons, having on them the fish-head crest of Franklin.

By Sept., several whalers arrived, and he placed on board
the "Ansel Gibba " 1,500 lbs. of whalebone, to be sold on
the return of the ship to the United States. Feb. 7, '67, he

set out on a sledge journey with only <:hree natives, to Ig-

loo-hk, to buy dogs for his westward journey. He se-

cured the dogs, but could not £ind int:n before March 23,

fire. The e?
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1868. But instead of going to King William Land, he

was diverted by the natives in search of white men seen

by them three years before on the southern shores of the

Straits of Fury and Hecla. His search proved illusory,

and the principal result of this journey was a survey of the

northwest coast of Melville Peninsula, at and below the

western outlets of Fury and Hecla Strait, and some un-

important discoveries of new inlets, bays and lakes. Dur-

mg the winter of 1868, provisions were plenty, especially

walrus, seal and deer. By March 21, he and Joe had
dried nearly 200 pounds of venison, and fitted them-
selves with new furs. On the 23d, accompanied by five

native men, and five females, Hall again started for King
William Land. April 18, they arrived at Simpson's Lake
in lat. 68*^ 30' 22" N., Ion. 91® 31' W. May 30, they came
across natives, who showed them numerous relics of

Franklin—one, a large silver spoon with an eel's head
crest. Two skeletons were found. These were thought

by the natives to be remains of Crozier's party of 105 men
from the abandoned ships whom they saw journeying

down the west coast near Cape Herschel, with two sleds,

towards Repulse Bay, late in July, 1848. The loss of the

party was ascribed to lack of condensed provisions for

their land journey, and of native guides.

Hall now turned his face towards Repulse Bay. The
party killed seventy-nine musk-ox on their way back.

Thus after sledge journeyhigs numbering more than 4,000
miles, and five years' stay in the frozen seas. Hall made
his preparations to return home. While waiting for a

whaler he got ready nearly 800 pounds of bone from the

whale cached the previous year. On the sale of this bone
and his musk-ox skins he hoped to retrieve part of the

cost of the long expedition. At last the '* Ansel 1 Gibbs "

of New Bedford, Mass., aj)peared, and took Hall, Joe,

Hannah, and her adopted child, on board. Au„. 29th the

whaler left the Welcome, passed through Hudson's Bay

and Straits, and arrived at New Bedford Sept. 26, 1869.

Here Hal! made the last entry in his journal of this voy-

age : "How thankful to high Heaven ought my poor

heart to be for the blessed privilege ol again placing my
foot upon the land of my country I

"

iKI^i.
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Hall's Third Expedition.—Through the ititlucnce of

Grant, an appropriaiion of $50,000 was made by Congrt^ss,

and approved by the President, July 12, 1870, to fit out an

expedition to the North Pole under the command of Hall.

A government steamer, the " Periwini<le," but named hv
Hall the " Polaris," was assigned to this service by the

Secretary of the Navy, with a crew of fourteen persons

and the following officers and scientific corps : C. l*'.

Hall, commander; S. O. liuDiNcnoN, sailing master;
George E. Tyson, assistant navigator ; H. C. Chestkr,
mate; Wm. Morion, 2nd mate; Emil Schumann, chief

engineer; A. A. Odell, assistant engineer; N. J. Cofkix,

carpenter ; Emil Bessels, surgeon, chief of scientific staff;

R. W. D. J3RYAN, astronomer; Frederick. Meyer, meie-

orologist. Hannah and Joe were again Hall's companions.

The " Polaris " was launched at the Washington navy

yard July 25, 1871, fully equipped at the Brooklyn navy

yard, and sailed for the Polar regions from New Lond')ii,

July 3. She was provisioned for two and a half years, an I

additional supplies were to be sen' to Holstcinborg, or to

Disco, by a transport. The " Polaris " anchored in the

harbor of Fiskcrnaes, Greenland, July 27, at Holsteinboi';

July 31, and at Godhavn Aug. 4. Ilere she was joined

by the transport "Congress," Capt. H. H. Davenpor!
U. S, N., with additional supplies which were deposited in

the government storehouse at Godhavn. Aug. 19th, the

Polaris anchored at Upernavik, 225 miles from Godhavn,
which she had made in ^^ 1-2 hours. Here Hans Hen-
drik was hired as dog-driver, etc., at fifty Danish dollar;

per month. Being now abundantly supplied with doi:

.

and otlie'r essentials for Arctic travel. Hall pushed north

ward, and sighted Cape York Aug. 25th, after a rapid riii .

On the 27th her course was arrested by solid packs of ic/,

but she continued to bore a way through these ice barriers

until, on the 30th, she could go no farther. The ice ex-

tended from shore to shore, a solid mass. Lat. 82 ° 2'''

N. The " Polaris " drifted back with the current, aiul

was secured to a large berg. Casting loose from the berg,

and failing to gain a harbor on the eastern shore of Ken-
nedy Channel, the "Polaris" improved every opening m
the ice, and made 12 miles west and north in 4 3-4 hours.
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The limit of her aclv;iiice was 82 ° iC N. So|)t. 14, she
drifted to the south 4S miles in a direct lino, all the while,

dangerously encompassed with ice driven by the wind,
hut on the 4th a driving northeast wind opened a passag-?

through which lUc ship 1' 'ced her way to tiie eastern
shore and anchored in ten laihoms of water. A huge ice-

berg, 450 feet long, 300 feet brond, 181 feel deep, 60 feet

being above the waier, was named by Hill Providence'
Berg, as it afforded permanent security to the vessel.

Long. 61 ^ 44' \V. The coast was centered with moun-
tains running south and east, 900 to 1,400 feet high,—Oct.

12, Hall, accompan.ied by Mate Chester, Joe and Hans,
started on a sledge trip, the objci i being to select the

best route for a spring excursion to the J^ole. Nothing w.'i;>

discovered to encourage hi., purpose. No cattle were
found, and except a few lichens, no signs of vegei.uion,

until the i8th, on the top of a high ca[ie, dilTerent species

of flowering plants and grasses were seen all the way up
the mountain. Oct. 21 he began to retrace his steps, aii>l

on the 24th sighted the masts of the "Polaris." On the

20th he deposited in a cairn his last dispatch to the Sec-

retary of the Navy, which we copy in full :

—

"w^m

,'?;;

\ (

?iji

Sixth Snow-IIouse Encampmknt, Cai'E Brevqort,
Oct. 21, 1H71

North-side Entrance to Newman's IUy.

To the Honorable Secretary of the U, S. Navy, George M. Rolie-

sou

:

"Myself and party, consisting of Mr. Chester, first-mate ; my
Eskimo, Joe, and (ireenland Eskimo, Ilans, left the ship in winter
quarters, Thank Clod Harl^or, lat. Sl"38* North, Ion. 6i"44' West at

meridian of Octol)cr lolli, on a journey by two sledges, drawn by
fourteen dogs, to discover, if possible, a feasible route inland for my
sledge journey next spring to reach the North Pole, purposing to

adopt such a route, if found better than a route over the old floes

and hummocks of the strait which 1 have denominated Robeson's

Strait, after the honorable Secretary of the United States Navy.
" We arrived on the evening of October 17, having discovered a

lake and a river on our way; the latter, our route, a most serpentine

one, which led us on to this bay fifteen minutes (miles) distant from
here southward and eastward.

** From the top of an iceberg, near the mouth of said river, we
could see that this bay, which I have named after Kev. Dr. Newman,

%^
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extended to the highland eastward and southward of that position
a1)oiit fifteen miles, making the extent of Newman's Bay, from its
headland or cape, full thirty miles.

"The South Cape is high, bold, and a noble headland. I have
named it Sumner Headland, after Hon. Charles Sumner, the orator
and U. S. Senator

; and the North Cape, lirevoort Cape, after I.
Carson Brevoort, a strong friend to Arctic discoveries.

" On arriving here we found the mouth of Newman's Bay open
water, having numerous seals in it, this open water making' close
both to Summer Headland and Cape I'.icvoort, and the ice of Robe-
son's Strait on the move, thus debarring all possible chance of extend-
ing our journey on the ice up the strait.

"The mountainous land (none other about here) will not admit
of our journeying farther north '. and as the time of our expected
absence was understood to be for two weeks, we commence our
return to-morrow morning. To-day we are storm-bound to this our
sixth encampment.

" From Cape Brevoort we can see land <: xtending on the west side
of the strait to the north 22' West, and distance about seventy miles,
thus making land we discover as far as lat. 83"5' North.

" There is appearance of land farther north, and extending more
easterly than what I have just noted, but a peculiar dark nimbus
cloud hangs over what seems may be land, and prevents my making
a lull determination.

"August 30, the ' Polaris' made her greatest northing, lat. 82" 29'

North ; but after several attempts to get her farther north, she became
iKsct, when we were drifted down to about iat, 81'' 30' When an
oi)eniiig occurred, we steamed out of the pack and made harbor Sep-
tember 3, where the ' Polaris ' is (corner of manuscript here burned
off). Up to the time I and my party left the ship all have been well,

and continue with high hopes of accomplishing our great mission.
" We find this a much warmer country than we expected. From

Cape Alexander, the mountains on either side of the Kennedy Chan-
nel and Robeson's Strait, we found entirely bare of snow and ice, with

the exception of a glacier that we saw covering, about lat. 80" 30', east

side the Strait, and e.itending in an east-northeast direction as far as

can be seeii from the mountains by P(jlaris Bay.

"We have found that the country abounds with life; se?.l», game,

geese, ducks, musk-cattle, rabbits, wolves, foxes, bears, partridges,

lemmings, etc. Our sealers have shot two seals in the open water

wliile at this encampment. Onr long Arctic night connnenced October

13, having seen only the upper limb of the sun above the glacier at

Meridian October r.?.

"This dispatch to the Secretary of the Navy I finished this moment
8.23. P. M., having written it hi ink in our snow hut, the thermometer

outs'de—7°. Yesterday, all day the thermomctei —20" to 23".
" Copy of dispatch placed in pillar Brevoort Cape, October 21, 187 1."

[This dispatch was taken from the cairn May 15, 1875, ^1 Capt.

Colfinger of the English Arctic Expeditioii, and sent to U. S. Govern-

ment by the British Admiralty.]



CAPTAIN HALL S DK\T11—GRAVE. 657

Captain Hall's Death.

The work of the courageous voyagCi- was finished, and
the objects of the expedition frustrated by his sudden
death. On returning to the " Polaris," Oct. 24, after

drinking a cup of coffee, he was seized with violent vomit-

ing. His left side was paralyzed ; he suffered terrible

pain, and was delirious on the 28th and two following

days. Nov. 6th he had a still more severe attack, from
which he sank into a comatose state, and expired at 3.25

A. M. Oct. 8th. A grave was dug on shore by the light

of lanterns, after two days' hard work, to the depth of 26

inches, and at 11 A. M. Nov. loth, the body was buried,

the funeral service being read by Mr. Bryan. Amid the

sobs of Hannah, and the solemn silence of the Arctic

night, the indefatigable navigator was left to his long re-

pose in the icy zones which he had loved too well. On
his cenotaph might be inscribed not inappropriately the

lines which Tennyson wrote for the monument to Sir John
Franklin, placed by Lady P'ranklin in Westminster Abbey
in 1875 :

—

J.,'
i| 1?

It

" Not here ; the White North has thy bones, and thou,
Heroic sailor soul,

Art passing on thy happier voyage now
Toward no Earthly Pole."

In July, 1872, Capt. Hall's grave was visited oy hisfel-

Fow-voyagers, who uansportedsoil to it, surrounded it with

stones, set out a few plants, among which the assistant navi-

gator, George E. Tyson, planted a willow, and erected a

head-board, on which they placed this inscription :

—

To the Memory of

C. F. Hall,
Late Commander of the North Polar Expedition, Died

Nov. 8, 187 1.—Aged 50 years.
" I am the Resurrection and the Life ; he that believeth

in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live."

lar

The latter words were added by the mate of the " Po-

is," Mr. H. C. Chester. The English Expedition of

1*1.
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Capt. Stephenson visited Capt. Hall's grave May 13, 1876,
and erected at its foot a brass tablet which ha«l been pre-

pared in England. It bears this inscription
;

Sacred to the Memory of

Captain C. F, Hall,
Of the U. S. S. " Polaris,'

" Who sacrificed his life in the advancement of science,

Nov. 8. 1871, This tablet has been erected by the

British Polar Expedition of 1875, who,
iollowing in his footsteps, have

profited by his expe-

rience."

The grave was found undisturbed, and the willow

planted by Mr. George E.Tyson, of the " Polaris," in 1872,

was still alive.

THE FATE OF THE POLARIS AND HER CREW.

After Capt. Hall's death the command of the expedition

devolved on Capt. Budington. He stiU cherished the

hope of hoisting the stars and stripes " on the niosi

northern part of the earth," but, without realizing this

ambitious purpose, he was doomed to encounter and to

escape only with his life, a succession of perils which have

made the " Polaris," and the vicissitudes of her crew, a

warning to all subsequent Arctic explorers. The winter

was exceptionally severe. Nov. 18, a northeast gale blew

at the rale of about 50 miles an hour, and it snowed heav-

ily. On the 23d a gale from the southwest broke Provi-

dence Berg, to which the ship was fastened, into two

parts ; the berg moved towards the shore, where it

grounded, with the Polaris in front ; her bow was four feet

higher than the stern when the tide fell, but she righted

when the tide rose. Jan. 16, 1872, the sun at 8 A. M.,

gave tokens of his coming. At first faint, his light in-

creased by Feb. 4th so that any kind of print was readable

in tlu- twiiighl; and on Feb. a^^K -t. i' 15, the whole orb
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appeared after 132 days' absence. The lowest tempera-
ture in December was ^;^

° below freezing, Jan. 9th it was
48 ° below zero, February 7 ° to 43 ° 5'. The Scientific

Corps, besides other experiments, noted with great pre-

cision the vibrations of a large brass pendulum, set going
in their observatory. 1

Various visits of observation had been made to promi- !

nent points near by, during tlie winter. In April, a sledge

journey to Cape Lupton revealed " a vast volume of im-

penetrable pack with not a speck of open water," which
was the case until the last of June. 'Fhe sledge parties

did not penetrate further than the mouth of Newman's
Bay. Mate Chester's boat, with his box thermometer
and other iristruments, were crushed near Cape Lupton
by the moving pack. At the end of June the Polaris was
sawed out of the ice, and ventured after the boat parties.

But she found an impenetrable pack near Cape Sumnet
and Cape Lieber, and returned to the l^erg. In the fusr

week of July, the crews abandoned their boats which were
fast in the ice at Newman's Bav, and walked back to the.

ship. Capt. Budington says in his journal :
" I have been

living in hopes that we should get further north, but the

season is so unfavorable, the ice so compact and close,

that * * * it would not be at all advisable, without a

supply of coal, to risk it with a vessel like ours. We must
leave the harbor, for delay now will most probably prove

fatal."

On Aug. II, the ice in the straits was drifting South;

next day the engines were started, the vessel was piloted

between heavy floes, and passed swiftly through the open
water. Entering an impenetrable pack, she was tied to a

floe, and drifted slowly South to 81'' 08.' She leaked

badly, had coal enough to last only four dayr,, and by Aug.

27th the crew had prepared to abandon her. Still they »

clung ^o her until Oct. r5th, when at 7.30, p.m. the
j

" Polaris " ran among icebergs, the floe to which she was I

fastened broke in pieces, and the pack jammed her so that

she was raised up and thrown on her port side. Provi-

sions and stores and the records of the expedition were

thrown out on the floe, and nineteen of the crew had left

the ship when there was another change in the ice, the

'!
'VI
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** Polaris *' broke from her anchors, and was rapidly car
ried away from the iloe. In a few moments the ship dis-

appeared in the black night, while her helpless crew, and
the still more helpless men on the floe, were separated,

never to be reunited on the arctic seas.

I

Fate of the " Polaris " Party.

The following men were carried away in the ship, 14 in

all, viz., Capt. Budingion, H. C. Chester and Win.
Morton, mates; Emil Bessels, chief of scientific staff;

R. VV. D. Bryan, astronomer; Emil Schumann, and A. A.

Oiioll, engineers; N. J. Coffin, carpenter: two firemen,

and four seamen. The leak was alarming, but after much
trouble the steam pump was started, and gained on the

inflowing water. On the morning of the i6th, a clear dav,

not one of their comrades on the floe could be seen from

the " Polaris." Soon a northeast breeze broke up the

ice, and the ship had a lane of water to the shore, near

Littleton Island. Here the stern grounded, and she was

secured to large hummocks, her starboard side to the

beach. The men prepared an encampment on shore, and

began building new boats in which to escape to the south.

By Mav 27th, two were completed, 25 feet long, five broad,

and 2 feet 5 inches deep.

On May 29th, the *' Polaris " went adrift, and was car-

rIed 200 yards south, where she grounded, her upper deck

at high tide two feet below the surface of the water. On
June 3rd, 1872, the two boats' crews stood down the coast

with a fair wind. On the 4th they landed at Hakluyt
Islands, on the 9th at Northumberland Island, and on the

13th at Dalrymple Island. On the 23rd, Mate Chester

descried a ship about 10 miles off. It was the steamer
" Ravenscraig," of Kirkcaldy, Scotland, Capt. Allen, who
promptly sent a rescue party. All walked back over the

rotten ice to the ship, where they arrived at midnight.

They were overjoyed with the intelligence brought by

their rescuers that the floe party had been picked up

April 30th by the " Tigress." Capt. Allen transferred his

passengers to homeward bound vessels. Sept. 19th eleven

arrived at Dundee in the " Arctic," and at New York
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Oct. 7th. The •* Eric " carried the other three to Dundee
Oct. 22nd, and they reached New York in Nov. 1872.

By an Act of Congress .ipproved June 23rd, 1874, com-
pensation and acknowledgments were authorized to be
made to the owners, officers and sailors of all the relief

ships, and to each of the ten men who walked on the ice

to rescue Capt. Budington's party. The Navy Depart-
ment had sent out the sealing vessel " Tigress," Capt.
Green and the U. S. Steamer " Juniata," Commander
Braine, July 14th, to rescue the officers and crew of

the " Polaris." The '* Tigress," in July, landed at the

spot occupied the preceding winter by the " Polaris

"

crew, and brought away all the manuscripts and books not

torn into pieces. Capt. Greer learned from the natives

that the " Polaris " had broken from her hawsers, and
sank. Both ships pursued their search until they learned

of the rescue of the Polaris crew.

M i.|

ili^
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prefer to encoiiiUer ihcir icy enemies accompanied by
their wives and children. Hut this also had its briL;ht

side for the helpless strangers ; the Eskimo women are

often as brave and useful as their husbands.

On April 30th, the party abandoned the rotten and
wasted iloe, and embarked in their only boat, which was
so heavily laden that 100 pounds of meat and nearly all

the clothing were thrown out. In a few hours, however,
the boat was drawn on to the floe again, though the latler

was fast going to pieces. On the 19th a sea washed over
the floe, carrying away the tent, skins and bed-clothing,

but fortunately none of the party. The men had to hold

on to the boat all night to save it. On the 22d Hans
shot a bear, whicii he saw coming towards him on the ice.

I3ut for ihis timely food, the cold, wet, unsheltered, tired

out party must have perished.

At last these wretched voyagers were to experience the

good providence which had, during the previous year, led

them with grateful hearts to call the enforced winter

quarters of the " Tolaris " ''Thank God Harbor," and the

great ice-mountain that protected her " Providence Berg."

On April 30th a steamer was seen close to the floe. It

was the British steamship " Tigress," Capt. Bartleit, of

Conception Bay, Nev/foundland. The latitude of this

fortunate rescue was 53" 35' N., off Grady Harbor, Lab-

rador. The whole parly were landed at St. Johns, May
1 2th, where the U. S. Steamer " Frolic," Commarder C.

M. Schoonmaker, took them on board, and carried them
to Washington Navy Yard, June 5th, 1873. They had

drifted on the fioe 190 days and 1200 miles, but "even
baby was saved." The Secretary of the Navy, in his re-

port of June 16, 1873, says: " After their rescue, although

enfeebled by scanty diet and long exposure, and mentally

depressed by their isolated and unhappy situation, so

fearfully prolonged and of such uncertain issue, the

general health of these hardy voyagers remained good,

and when their trials and anxieties were ended, they soon

regained their usual strength."

As to the scientific results achieved by Hall's Expedi-

tions it is the concurrent testimony of American and trans-

atlantic authorities, that it has contributed largely to our
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geographical and eiliiiological knowledge of the Polar

country. The Socifti de Gt'ographie of Paris, awaided
Capi. Hall a goUl nitilal, as the '* promoler-in-chief of the

Polaris Expedition, and ac otherwise due him for his pre-

vious labors." And Capt. Sir (Ikorol Nares, in his

official Report to Parliament of the Knglish Expedition of

1S75, says; "The co;ist-line was observed to be con-

tinuous for about 30 miles, formiii^i; a bay bounded toward
the west of the United States ranj;e of mountains, with

mounts Mary and Julia, and C'api: Joseph Henry, agree-

ing so well v/ith Hall's description, tlint it wai impossible

to mistake their identity. Their bearings also, although

differing upwards of 30 (leg. from the juiblished chart,

ag.eed precisely with his original report." He further

says :
" But for the valuable deposits of provisions es-

tablished by the *' Polaris " at Hall's Rest, Lieut. Beau-

mont would have found the greatest difliculty in obtaining

supplies."

The knowledge which Capt. Hall obtained of the lan-

guage, habits, religion, pastimes, feelings and socia' life of

the natives during hi^ five winters in their wretched sunv.

huts is the most valuai)le we have in regard to the Eskimo
race. He says in iiis Journal: ''Nothing but an expe-

rience of years could enable me to control such untamable
eagles." In all this experience, he received unfailing as-

sistance from the friendship and constant watchfulness

of Hannah and Jo-. For these faithful friends he pur-

chased a home i 1 (Iroton, Conn., to wiiich they repaired

after their return from his fatal voyage in the "Polaris."

Hannah died tiieie, of consumption, a disease which afflicts

the majority of her race, on Dec. 31st, i<S76, aged 38. iw

June, 1878, Joe returned to the Arctic seas with Lieut.

Schwatka, U. S. A., and remained there. The stranger

who visits the cemetery at Groion, will be struck by tlie

inscriptions on the tombstones in memory of the Eskimos
who have visited or died there:—Hannah, aged 38;
Kod-la-go, July I, 1860; Ou-se-gong (Jeannie), July i, 1867,

aged 28; Tu-ke-il-ke-ta, Feb. 28, 1863, aged 18 months,
(Hannah's first child, who died in New York) ; Svlvia
Grinnell Ehierbing (Punna), born at Ig-loo-iik, July 186C,

died March i8, 1875. The last was Joe's and Hannah's

\
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adopied daughter, purchased for them by Hall from her
parents, in 1868, by the gift of a sled.

It is time now to turn to several English and German
exp'iditions which explored the Arctic seas during the

scc-e of years which began with McClintock's successful

voyage in the "Fox" already related, and ended with

Hall's disasfous search in the " Polaris."

m

AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN EXPEDITION UnDER LiEUTS, W^Y-
PRECHT AND PaYER—VaRIOUS OTHER EXPEDITIONS
FROM Europe.—Nordenskiold.

In June, 187 1, Lieuts. Weyprecht and Payer^ in a small

Norwegian vessel, sailed from Tromso, Norway, into the

Arctic sea to the North of Nova Zembla. They found an

open ocean in which light and scattered ice was the only

impediment to navigation. This expedition reached Lnt.

780 4i' N. Dr. Petermann, the German geographer, has

stated his belief that Weyprecht and Payer actually peiu -

trated inro the open polar sea, and found the entrance of

the best, if not the only watc" passage to the neighbor-

hood of the Pole—that the Pol t can best be reached by

following the course ot the Gulf Stream northward between
Spitzbergen and Nova Zembla—and that the war.ner

water of the Gulf current not only keeps the northern

channel free from ice at this point, but is the cause of the

open polar sea. Weyprecht and Payer, in their Austro-

Hungarian Expedition of 1872-1874, discovered a new
land about 200 miles north of Nova Zembla, to which the

name Franz Joseph Land has been assigned. Its south

coast lies about the &c*^\\ parallel, and it was explored by

means of sledges, up to 820 5' N., while land was seen

extending as far as 83** north. The Norwegian captains

VTobiesen and Mack confirmed the discovery of open

water by Payer and Weyprecht. Anothe*- Norwegian,

Captain Carlsen, discovered the remains of the winter-

quarters established 276 years before—1594-1596—at the

N.E. end of Nova Zembla by iJe Dutch captain William

Barentz, who in his third expedition in search of a north*
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east passage reached long. 100° E. near Icy Cape, Helve
and Sniyt'i sailed to the North of Spitsbergen and found
open water even in Jat. So'' 27'. An expedition fitted out
by A. Rosenthal, of Bremerhaven, explored the ocean north
of Siberia. An English Arctic Expedition under Capt.
Nares already referred to in connection wiih the last

voyage of Hall (who reached, through a strait which he
named Robeson, 82^ i6,'j sailed, in 1875, through Smith
Sound, and crossed the highest latitude yet attained, 830
20. In 1875, and again in 1876, Professor Nordenskiold
reached the eastern shores of the Gulf of Obi ; and in

July, 1878, a well-equipped Swedish expedition in the

"Vega," under that veteran explorer, attempted once
more the northeast passage. The party .successfully

rounded Cape Chelynskin, and in September were able to

start fro.n the mouths of the Lena for Ferino;'s Strait,

(For a full account of Prof. Nordenskiold's important dis-

coveries on the north of Europe and Asia, down to 1879,
see his work on the voyage of the " Vega," published in

New York in 1882.*) Thus with numerous attempts to

sail in opposite directions around the northern waters of

Europe, Asia and America, the Arctic regions have been
surveyed to within 8 ° of the Pole, and we are able to

construct a circumpolar map with measurable correctness.

The northwest and northeast passages have been both ef-

fected, but no clear way for commerce has been, or prob-

ably ever will be, discovered.

*In 1875 Capt. Allen Young, R. N., sailed in the " Pandora ' for

the western coast of Greenland, intending to proceed through Baffin's

Bay, Lancaster Sound and Barrow Strait towards the magnetic Pole,

and, if posbible, to navigate through the northwest passage to the

Pacific Ocean in one season. He adds : "As, in following this route,

the "Pandova" would pass King William Land, it was proposed, i£ suc-

cessful in reaching that locality in the summer season when the snow

was off the land, to make a search for further records .\nd for the

journals of the i^hips '* Erebus " and " Terror." In Franklin Chan-

nel the " Pandora " encotmtered at the Roquette Islands, 140 miles from

Point Victory, an impenetrable ice-pack. This defeated the prime ob-

jects of the expedition, and it soon returned to England.

'1 -'i .
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Expedition of Likut. Schwaika, U. S. A., in the
" EoTHEN," Capt. T. F. Barry, June 19, 1878.
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Lieut. Frederick Schwatka, of the 3d U. S. Cavalry, ob-

taining leave of absence from regular army duly, fitted out

in June, 1878, by private subscription, the steamer
'' Eothen," connnanded by Capt. T. F. Barry, with a crew
of 23 men. The " Eothen " was a seaworihy vessel of

102 tons, and was made still stouter with oak planking

I 1-2 inch thick : her hull, and two feet thick on her

stern, besides 3-4 Inch of iron plating. Joe Ebierbing,

who had returned from his polar expedition in the *' Pan-

dora " under Capt, Young, was a member of the party.

The inrtiediate object of Lieut. Schwatka was to search

for the cairns and buried papers of Sir John Franklin's

Expedition, which were rumored to exist in King William

Land. The expedition sailed June 19, 1878. William II.

Gilder was second in command. On the 19th of July ice-

bergs were plentiful in lat. 59° 54 N., long. 60° 45' W.
Aug. 17, the ship reached Whale Point, in an arm of Hud-
son's Bay. Here " igloos " were built on shore, in lai.

63 ° 6i' N., long. 60° 26' 15" W., where the party passed

the winter to April i, 1879. Schwatka then undertook a

sledge journey of 3,251 miles, occupying eleven months.

•Thirteen Innuit men, women and children accompanied
these sledges, which were drawn by 42 dogs, and bore of

supplies, 5,000 pounds. Their course was north-northwest,

over a region hitherto unvisited by white men or Innuits.

May 15th, on a branch of Fish River, they came across a

party of Ook-joo-liks, who gave the usual account of the

missing crews. Schwatka and Gilder soon reached Back's
River, and on June 4 visited a cairn on Pfeffer River, the

one erected by Capt. Hall. May 12, 1869, over the bones
of two of Franklin's men. Many relics were found, the

most interesting, lying on a stone at the foot of an

open grave, a silver medal awarded to Lieut. John Irving,

third officer of the " Terror," be^ig the second mathemat-
ical prize in the Royal Naval College. The skull and
some bones were picked up, and afterwards sent to the

relatives of Lieut. Irving in Scotland, who buried them
with due honor in his native town. Before leaving Cape
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Felix, Schwatka erected a monument over Irving's grave,
and buried a copy of McCIintock's record left here.

Cape P'clix, the most northern pomt of King William
Land, was reached by the travellers July 3d. For food
they killed the musk-ox, ducks, geese and reindeer, and
this meat, e^ten raw, or as soon as killed, occasioned much
diarrhoea. Cairns were found near the coast containinof

traces of the lost navigators. Lieut. Schwatka took down
a pillar seven feet high, but found no records. He rebuilt

it carefully, and deposited therein the records of his own
party. The lieutenant, on July 13, turned south, travelling

down the coast. Tenting-places were found of white men
and natives, a torn-down cairn, an empty grave, and at

some distance a skull which appeared to have been
dragged there by wild beasts. Gilder in his narra-

tive says, that "wherever they found graves they always
found evidences that the natives had encamped in the

neighborhood like vultures."—Terror Bay was reached
Aug. 3, on foot, the ice and snow being too soft for sledg-

ing. Sept. 19, a permanent winter camp was formed on
Simpson's Strait. Reindeer in large herds were seen, and
supplied the party with meat. But' by Oct. 14. this supply

of food gave out. Dec. 10, the journey south was con-

tinued, and, owing to a lack of food, became a constant

struggle for life. Several times the hunters barely escaped
death from hungry wolves. The reindeer flesh was eaten

raw, and had to be " sawed into small bits and thawed in

the mouth." More than half of the dogs died. One snow
storm lasted 13 days. The thermometer fell to 69 ° below
zero in Dec, averaging —50 ° F. Jan. 3d it was —71 °

.

The lowest temperature in Feb. was loi ° below the

freezing point. March 4, Schwatka got back to Depot
Island, but found that Capt. Barry had left no provisions

there. He chen started for Marble Island, where, on the

2ist of March, 1880, the whaler "George Henry" was
boarded, Capt. Gilder first reaching the ship.

This extraordinary winter journey was the longest and
most successful of any ever recorded. Capt. Gilder thus

jums it up :

—

" Puring the year that we were absent from the verge of civilization,

*s the winter harbor of the whalers may be considered, we had travelled

•3'

I
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two thousand eight hunched and nineteen geographical, or three thou-
sand two iiunched and (iftv-onc statute miles, most of which was over
unexplored territory, constituting the longest sledge jonrnevcver mndo,
both as to time and distance, and the only extended sledge journcv
ever accomplished in the Arctic, excejjt such as liave been made throiirrh

countries well known and over routes almost as thoroughly estalblislied

as post-roads. Our sledge journey st.snds consi)icuous as the only one
ever made through the entire course of an Arctic winter, and one re-

garded by the natives as exceptionally cold, as the amount of suffering

encountered by those remaining at Depot Island attested, and further
confirmed, as we afterward learned, by the experience of those who
wintered at Wager River, where many death.s occurred, attributable to

the unusual severity of the season. The party successfully withstood
the hnvest temperature ever experienced by white men in the field, re-

cording one observation of—71 degrees T'ah., sixteen days whose aver-

age was one hundred degrees below the freezing point, and tweiitv-

seven which registered below —60 def;rees, during most of which the

party travelled. In fact the expedition never look cold into consider-

ation, or halted a single day on that account.

"During the entire journey, its reliance for ffod both for man and
beast may be said to have been solely upon the resources of the coun-

trv, as the expedition started vith less than one month's rations, ami
it is the first in which the white men of an expedition voluntarily lived

exclusk'fly upon the same fare as its Eskimo assistants, thus showing
that white men can safely adapt themselves to the climate and life ot

the Eskimos, and prosecute their journeys in any season or under such

circumstances as would try the natives of the country themselves.

"The Expedition was the first to make a summer search over the

route of the iost crews of the ' Erebus ' and ' Terror,' and while so

doing buried the remains of every member of that fated party found

above ground, so that no longer the bleached bones of those unfort-

unate explorers whiten the coasts of King William Land and Adelaide

Peninsula as an eternal rebuke to civilization, but all have, for the time

being at least, received decent and respectful interment.
" 'hie most important and direct result of the labors of the ex) e-

clition will undoubtedly be considered the establishing the loss of the

P'ranklin records at the boat place in Starvation Cove: and as ever

since Dr. Rae's expedition of 1.S54, which ascertained the fate of flic

party, the recovery of the Kecoids h;is been the main object of sulw

set, lient exi^loring' in this direction, the history of the Franklin expe-

dition mav now be considered as closed. As ascertaining the fate of tiic

party was not so gratifying as would have been their rescue or the

relief of any number thereof, so it is in establishing the fate of the

record of their labors. Next in imriortance to their recovery must be

considered the knowledge of their im i-o\er;d)le loss. . . .

'• The excellent management of the Commander, Lieut. Scluvatka.

secured his party from many of the usual misfortunes of those in the

field, and (Kprived the I'lxpedilion of the sensational character it might

have assumed in other hands. Evcrv contin'ciKV was calculated upon

and provided for beforeliand.''
—" Schwatka's Search, Sledging in tlie

Arctic in quest of Franklin Records." (Charles Scribner's Sons. iSSi )
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The chief resource of Lieut. Schwatka's party in thi?.

memorable overland journey from the waters of North
Hudson's Bay to Back's Great Fish River (which empties
into the Arctic Ocean just south of the large island known
as King William's Land), especially as food for their nu-

merous and voracious dogs, were the musk-cattle that are

sparsely distributed in small herds over that desolate re-

gion. Lieut. Schwatka's account of the manner in which
the natives hunt .-is remarkable animal, is so novel and
interesting that we make the following extracts from his

article in the "Century Magazine ' of Sept., 1883 :

—

After some two or three hours of wandering around in the drifting

mist, guiding our movements as much as possible by the direction of

the wind, we came plump upon the trail, apparently not over ten min-
utes old, of some six or seven of the animals now proliably "doing their

level best " to escape. The sledges were immediately stopped and the

dogs rapidly unhitched from them, from one to three or four being
given to each of the eleven men and boys, white or native, that were
present, who, taking their harnesses in their left hands or tyinr them
in slip-nooscs around their waists, started without delay upon the trail.

The dogs, many of them old musk-ox hunters, arKl with appetites

doubly sharpened by hard work .ind a constantly diminishing ration,

tugged like mad at their seal-skin harness lines, as they half buried
their eager noses in the tumbled snow of the trail and hurried their hu-
man companions along at a flying rate that threatened a broken liml) or

neck at each of the rougli gorges and jutting precipices of the broken,
stony hill-land. The rapidity with which an agile native hunter can
run w hen thus attached to two or three excited dogs is astonishing.

Whenever a steep valley was encountered the Eskimos would slide

down on their feet, in a sitting posture, throwing the loose snow to

their sides like escaping steam from a hissing locomotive, until the

bottom was reachet^ ; then, quick as thought, they would throw them-
selves at full length upon the snow, and the wild, excited brutes would
drag them up the other side, where, regaining their feet, they 'vould

run on at a constantly accelerating gait, their guns in the meantime
being held in the right hand or tightly lashed upon the back.

The foremost hunters began loosening their dogs to bring the oxen
to bay as soon as possible ; and then, for the first tintc, these intelli-

gent creatures gave tongue in deep, long baying, as they shot forward
like arrows, and disappeared over the crests of the hills amidst a per-

fect bewilderment of flying snow and fluttering harness traces. The
discord of shouts and bowlings told us plainly that some of the animals

had been brought to bay not far distant, and we soon heard a rapid

series of sharp reports from the breech-loaders and magazine guns of

the advanced hunters. We white men arrived just in time to see the

final struggle. The oxen presented a most formidable-looking appear-
ance, with their rumps firmly wedged together, a complete circle of

swaying horns presented to the front, with great blood-shot eyeballs
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glaring like red-hot shot amidst the cscaiMiig steam from their panting
nostril , .i\u\ jj.iwing and piunniiig at tlic ciiclc of furious dogs tluit

encompassed liiem. The rapid blazing of tiic magazine guns right in

tiieir faces—so ch)se, often, as to burn their long shaggy hair—added
to the striking scene. Woe to the ovor-zealous dog tTial was uniiu kv
enough to get his harness line under the hoof of a charging and infuri-

ated musk-ox; for they will follow up a leash along liie ground with
a rapidity and certainty that would do credit to a tight-rope perfornur,
and cither paw the poor creature to death or fling him high in the aii

with their horns.

Too-loo-ah, my best hunter,—an agile, wiry young Iwillik Kskiino of

about twenty-six, with the pluck and endurance of a blooded hoise.

—

and half the dogs pre.ssed onw«rd after the scattered leinnants of the
herd, and succeeded in killing two more after a hard lun tor tluK;
miles. The last one he would probd)ly not have overtaken if the swiftest

dog, Parseneuk, had not chasetl hin> to the edge of a steep precipice.

Here a second's hesitation gave the dog a cliance to fasten on the

ox's heels, and the next second I'arseneuk was making an involun-
tary aerial ascent, which was hardly finished before Too-lo6-ah li;ul

put three shots from his Winchester carbine into the brute's neck and
head, whereupon the two animals came to earth together,—Parseneuk
on the soft snow at the bottom of the twenty-foot ])rccipice, f(jrtunatelv

unhurt. Parseneuk was a trim-built animal that I had secured from
the Kinncpetoo Eskimos who inhabit the shores of Chesterfield Inlci

being one of tlic Very few tribes of the great Eskimo family, from thi

Straits of lielle Isle to those of Pchring .Sea, who live away from th-v

sea-coa.'^^ts; his pointed ears peered cunninglv forth in strange con-

trast with the many other dogs that I have met, whose broken and
mutilated cars showed plainly the fights and (piarrels in which they

had figured.

The chase finished, the half famished dogs received all they could

eat,—their first full feast in over three weeks,—and after loading the

two sledges with the remaining meat and a few of the finer robes as

mementos and trophies, we returned lo onr morning's camp, a distance

of five or six miles, which we travelled slowly enough, our over-fed

dogs hardly noticing the most vigorous applications of the well-ap-

plied whip.
The Eskimos with whom I was brought in contact never hunt the

musk-oxen without a plentiful supply of well trained dogs; for with

their help, the hunters are almost certain of securing the whole herd

unless the animals are apprised of the approach, as they were in our

encounter with them. When the flying herd has been brought to

bav in their circle of defense by the dogs, the Eskimo hunters ap-

proach within five or six feet and make sure of every shot that is fired,

as a wounded animal is somewhat dangerous, and extremely liable to

stampede the herd.

Lieut. Schwatka and Jiis party arrived home in good
liealth Sept. 22d, 1880. Scluvatka, by act of Congress

approved Aug. 7, 1882, was allowed full pay during his
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absence from March 5, 187S, to Oct. i, 1880, together
with mileage from Dikota Territory to New York, and
from New York City l ick to Vancouver Barracks, Wash-
iiij^ton Territory. Tlu; Geographical Society of Paris

awarded to Lieut. Schwatka its fifty-fourth annual gold
medal given to explorers. M. de Lesseps in presenting it

U) the representative of the U. S. Legation, said :
" Be

pleased to forward this medal to your courageous country-

man, with the expression of our esteem for him and his

companions. We hope also that the Gordon liennclts,

the Lorillards, and the other Mecsnases of science in the

United States will accept the acknowledgments addressed
to them by our prize commission, and cordially concurred
in by all their associates."—Thus, Kane, Hayes, Hall and
Schwatka, each received this valued medal from the So-
iiJt/ de G/ographig.

i
1:

f .

LiKUTENANT G. W. 1)eL()N(;'s EXPEUITION IN THE
"Jeannette," formerly the "Pandora," pur-
chased Fou HIM I'.Y James Gordon Bennett.

Lieut. DeLong, U. S. N., had been sent by the Navy
Department in the "Juniata," to the Greenland coast in

search of Capt. Hall's party of 1S73, and had then, doubt-

less, imbibed the Arctic-Exploring fever. In 1876, having
been promised assistance by Mr. Bennett, he obtained
from the Navy Department leave of absence, and visited

ICngland in search of a suitable vessel. Here he fixed

upon the " Pandora," of 420 tons burthen, which had
already made two Arctic voyages under Capt. Allen
Young, R. N. Mr. Bennett purchased this vessel, and she

was equipped in the ship-yard at Deptford, and shipped
her crew at Cowes. DeLong sailed for San Francisco by
way of the Horn July 15, 1878, and arrived there Dec. 27.

Lieut. J. W. Danenhower, U. S. N., joined him as execu-

tive officer for the cruise. In Feb., 1879, by act of Con-
gress, the Government of the U. S. accepted the " Jean-
nette " from Mr. Bennett for " a voyage of exploration."

It was DeLong's intention, as he wrote, to " attack the

Polar i-egions by the way of Bering Straits, and if our ef-

!
•

i
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fori.s arc not crowned with success, we shall have made an
attempt in a new direction, and examinetl a hitherto un-

known country." ["A true prophecy !]

The " Jeannette ' was repaired by the Commandant of

the Navy Yard at Mare Island, San Francisco, under the

direction of a Board of Naval officers, at an outlay of

$100,000. Yet a second Naval Hoard reported to Com-
modore Calhoun, June 26, 1879, that "while she had been
repaired and placed in condition for Arctic service, so far

as practicable, it was not possible in the opinion of tl>o

Board to make her particularly adapted for an extended
Arctic cruise." But Lieut. DeLong, after leaving San
Francisco, wrote to Mr. Bennett :

" She is everything I

want for the expedition, but a little small for all I want to

carry in her. * * Our outfit is simply perfect, whether
for ice or navigation, astronomical work, magnetic work,

gravity experiments, or collections of Natural History.

We have a good crew, good food, and a good ship ; and 1

think we have the right kind of stuff to dare all that man
can do."

The crew consisted of 32 persons, volunteers : Geo.
W. Del. ng, Lieut. U. S. N. commanding; Charles W.
Chipp, Lieut. U. S. N., DeLong's associate in the cruise

for Hall, July, 1873, executive officer; John W. Danen-
hower, U. S. N., master ; the other names will appear in

the course of the narrative. Lieut. DeLong received in-

structions from Secretary Thompson, June 1879, on reach-

ing Bering Strait, to " make diligent inquiry at such points

where he deemed it likely that information could be ob-

tained concerning the fate of Prof. Nordenskiold (of the
*' Vega ") ; if he had good and sufficient reasons for be-

lieving Nordenskiold was safe, he would proceed on his

voyage ; if otherwise, he would pursue such a course as

would be judged necessary for his aid and relief."

The "Jeannette" steamed out of the harbor of San
Francisco July 8, 1879. She reached Ounalaska Island

Aug. 3, At St. Michael's, her next anchorage, DeLong
purchased forty dogs, and engaged two Indian hunters and
dog-drivers—Anegguin and Alexai. The " Jeannette

"

was too deeply laden to move rapidly. The schooner

"F. A. Hyde," with coal and extra stores, arrived from
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San Francisco Auj;. iSth, and followed the "Jeannelte "

to Si. Lawrence Hay, which both vessels reached on the

25iii, encountering on the way terrible gales. The sea

swept over the decks of the '* Jeannette," stove in her for-

ward parts, carried away the bridge and caved the bulk-

heads. When the ship got out clear of land into Bering
!Sea, the water was so shallow that a very ugly sea was
raised during a gale that lasted thirty hours. Here a na-

tive chief told them that he had been on a small steamer
three months before ; DeLong felt convinced that this was
the "Vega" of Nordenskiold, though when last heard
from the latter was at Ca])e Serdze Kamen, 130 miles

distant. On the syih he look a northwest course toward
Bering Strait. On the 3olh, Lieut. Chipp landed at the

Cape, lal. 67° 12' N., and learned from an old squaw
that the " Vega " had wintered on the east of Kolintchin

Bay, and then gone south. The party on the 31st landed
on the bay, and satisfied themselves by the papers and
relics found, that this was true. On the 6th of Sept. the

steamer was hemmed in by ice. DeLong wrote in his

Journal :
" I am hoping and praying to get the ship into

Herald Island to make winter-quarters. As far as the eye

can range is ice, and not only does it look as if it never

had broken up, but it also looks as if it never would." It

did not. On the 8th, in lal. 71 o 35' N., 175 ° 5' 48" W.
the "Jeannette" was stopped by solid floes, and the ice-

anchors were planted. She was held tight as a vice, and
drifted to the north and west. Oct. 3d the drift changed
to the south, and Herald Island was in sight to the south-

southeast. On the 28th, in 71° 57' N., 177° 51' W.
DeLong saw one large island with three peaks, which he

believed to be the north side of Wrangell Land, which he

now felt sure was not a continent, but " either one large

island or an archipelago." The night of the 28th is de-

scribed by DeLong : " The heavens were cloudless, the

moon very nearly full and shining brightly, and every star

twinkling ; the air perfectly calm, and not a sound to break
the spell. * * Standing out in bold relief against the

blue sky, every rope and soar with a thick coat of snow
and frost," the ship " was simply a beautiful spectacle."

Nov. nth the moving ice is thus described; "Masses

1^
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from 15 to 25 feet in height when up-ended, slid along at

various angles of elevation and poise, and between and
among them were large masses ot debris like a marble^
yard adrift." The laet of Nov. the ship went adrift in a

gale, but at 7 l\ M. was frczen in solid in some young ice.

Dancnhower's Journal says : "We reckoned that she

had drifted at least 40 miles with the ice in her immediate
vicinity On one occasion 1 stood on the deck-

house above a sharp tongue of ice that pressed the port

i.ide just abaft the forcchains, and in the wake of the im-

mense truss that had been strengthened at Mare Ishmd
by the earnest advice of Com. Wm. H. Shock. The fate

of ;!ie " Jeannetie " was then delicately balanced, and when
I saw the innnens'^ tongue break and harmlessly underrun

the jhip, I gave heanfelt thanks to Shock's good judg-

ment. She would groan from stem to stern ; the cabin-

doors were often jammed so that we could not get out in

case of an emergency, and the heavy truss was imbedded
three-quarters of an inch into the ceihng. The safety of

the ship at that time was due entirely to the truss.''

DeLong says : "A crisis may come at any moment. . . .

Living over a powder-mill, waiting for nn explosion, would

be a simila'" mode of existe.ice." Jan. 14, 1880, the ice

began to move to the eastward ; the Hoes were piled under

the stem, breaking the fore-toot. The ship leaked ; the

water was 18 inches deep in the fore-peak, and 36 inches

in the fore-hold, a^.d in the fire-room ran over the floor-

plates on the stai board side. On the 2?d, at noon, the

thermometer was —37°. DeLong's slate of mind Is th"s

described: "My anxieties are beginning to crowd on me.

A disabled and leaking ship, a seriously sick oflficcr

[Danenhower, upon whose left eye, inflamed and nearly

blind, the surgeon had jierformed several painful opera-

lions] and an uneasy and terrible pack, with the constantly

diminishing coal-pile, and at a distance of 200 railes from

the nearest Siberian settlement—these are enough to think

of for a lifetime."—The steam pump gained on the water

in the ship, on Jan. 27th pumping out 2250 gallons per

hour. Nindemann and Sweetman, two of the crew,

worked 14 hours per day stuffing plasier-of-paris and ashes,

which soon diminished the leak in the berth deck 450
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gallons per hour The sun reappeared Jan, 26th, and
after 71 days' comparative darkness, there was sunlight

or moonlight all the time. On the 6th of March the

"Jeannette" was in lat. 72° 12' N., long. 175" 30' W.,
her drift was zigzag ; on the 30th, she occupied a position

almost identical with that of four months previous. A
walrus was shot, and usee for dog food, which weighed
about 2800 pounds.—DeLong says, regarding the Arctic

currents :

—

" A drift of 5 i miles to South 38** E. The irony of tate f IIow long, O
Lord ? How long ? As to there being any warm current reaching to a

high latitude, we have found none. I am inclined to agree with
Lieutenant Weyprecht, when he says, 'The Gulf Stream does not
regulate the limits of the ice ; hut the ice, set in modon by winds, re-

gulates the limits of the warmer Gulf Stream water : and I pronounce
a thermometric gateway to the Pole ?i(ieltision and a snare.' Of course,

if any warm current came through Bering Strait, it would be the

Kuro Siwa, and our sea temperatures have indicated no such fact."

Lieut. Danenhower says :
" The important point of the drift is in the

fact that the ship traversed an immense area of ocean, at times
gyrating in almost perfect circles, her course and the observations of

her officers proving that land does not exist in that area, and estab-

lishing many facts of value as regards the depth and character of the

ocean bed and itr temperatures, animal life, etc. It is matter of

lasting regret that the two thousand observations of Lieut. Chipp, an
accomplished electrician, especially upon the disturbances of the gal-

vanometer during auroras, as recommended to be made by the Smith-
sonian Institution, as well as the meteorological observations of Mr.
Collins, perished with the lamented young officers in the wreck of

their boat on the Siberian shore.
"

A windmill pump was constructed by George W. Mel-
ville, asst. engineer, Alfred Sweetman, carpenter, and
Walter Lee, machinist, which took the place of the Sewell

steam pump, and saved the fast-diminishing coal. At the

close of May the ship was 190 miles northwest Oi Herald
Island. On the 30th of June, after nine months' drifting,

the ship was in lat. 72" 19' 41 ' N., long. 178*^ 27' 30" E.

She was heeling 4° to starboard. The thermometer had
risen to 37° below freezing.

August 17th, DeLong has this entry: "Our glorious

summer is passing away : it is painful beyond expression

to go round the ice in the morning and see no change
since the night before . . . High as our temp, is (34'* )

foggy weather a daily occurrence, yet here we are hard and

I <
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fast, with ponds here and there two or three feet deep . .

Does the ice never find an outlet ? It has no regular

set north, south, east, or wist, so far as I can
judge, but slowly surges in obedience to wind-pressure,

and grinds back to an equilibrium when the pressure

ceases. Are there no tides in this ocean ? . . . The ice is

as immovable as a rock. It is hard to believe that an '.m-

penetrable barrier exists clear up to the Pole, and yet. .
•

we have not seen one speck of land north of Herald
Island." ]3y Sept. i, the ship was on an even keel, but

immovable. More water came in, and even should she

float, there was too much fear that she would sink, in

which disastrous event the ice floes were an uncertain

refuge. DeLong sadly says :
" I can conceive no greater

forlorn hope than to attempt to reach Siberia over the ice,

with the winter's cold sapping one's life at every step!"
He thus describes the winter night :

—
" Imagine a moon

nearly full, a cloudless sky, brilliant stars, a pure white

waste of snow-covered ice, which seems firn\ and crisp under
your feet, a ship standing out in bold relief, every rope and
thread plainly visible, and enormously enlarged by accunu-
lations of fluffy and down-like frost feathers ; and you have

a crude picture of the scene .... but must experience the

majestic and awful silence which generally prevails ....
and causes one to feel how trifling and insignificant he is in

comparison with such grand works in nature. The bright-

ness is wonderful. The reflection of moonlight from

bright ice-sp.ots makes brilliant effects, and should a stray

piece of tin be ne;ir you, it seems to have the light of a

dazzling gem. A window in the deck-house looks like

a calcium light when the moonlight strikes it at the proper

angle, and makes the feeble ligiit from nn oil-light within

seem ridiculous when the angle is changed." Lieut.

Chipp, on Dec. 27, at 3 A. M., described " a bright auroral

curtain about 10° above the horizon from east-southeast

to northwest, generally white, but occasionally showing a

green shade, and, rarely, a brownish-red color, which dis-

appeared as soon as seen. Above this curtain the sky

was of a deep blue-black, through which the stars shone

brilliantly, as they did also through the deepest part of the

curtain. Above the deep blue-black were irregular
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spirals and streaks of white ligiU, in continuous motion
appearing and disappt "-'ng rapidly. Prum cast to wei^t,

through the zenith, was i irregular arch formed of de-

tached streaks of brownish-red light, among which white

light wouM suddenly appear, and a?, suddenly vanish.

This arch was 5" broad. Stars shone with apparently

undiminisiied brilliancy through the deepest color."

—

DeLong's Journal, especially, exhibits unwavering resigna-

tion to the behests of Providence. Jan. i, 188 1, he wrote :

"I begin the new year by turning over a new leaf in this

book, and I hope to God we are turning over a new leaf

in our book of luck. I am thankful for our preservation

among many perils."

On the i6;h of May, 1881, an island was discovered by
Ice-Master Dunbar, DeLong, exclaims : "Fourteen months
without anything to look at but ice and sky, and tv;enty

months drifting in the pack, will make a little mass of

volcanic rock like our island as pleasing to the eye as an
oasis in the desert." On the 17th the ship was in lat. 76"

43' 38"
; long. E. 161" 42' 30". The " Jeannette " drifted

past the north side of the island so rapidly in the broken
pack that a landing was not attempted. Tt was named
"Jeannette." On the 'i4th another island was seen dis-

tant about 11; or 20 miles, and on the 31st Engineer Mel-
ville, with five seamen, and a fifteen dog team, set out to visit

it. On June 3d they landed, hoisted the American flag,

and named the island Henrietta ; a cairn was built and a

record put in it. The island was a desolate rock sur-

rounded by a snow cap, with glaciers on its east face.

The only signs of life were dovekies on the cliffs. De-
Long thanked God for this little speck of newly-discovered

land; his longing heart had to be satisfied with his rare op-

portunities to contribute something to our knowledge of

the earth. But his perils on the icy and unknown deep

have a lurid attraction which is lacking to the sa/age

islands to which the United States cannot assert her claim

of sovereignty.

On the 13th of June, 1881, came the long threatened

catastrophe to the ship. On the 12th, at midnight, the

whole pack was alive, and she was set free by the split of

the floe on a lint; with her keel. The ice commenced com-
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inj; in on her side, with a hissing, crumbling sound, and at

3.40 P. M. it came through the starboard coal bunkers.

The ship heeled more than 20'' to starboard ; her bows
were high in the air, showing the injury to her forefoot

made Jan. 19, 1880. The order was given to leave the

vessel ; chronometers, rifles, ammunition, and whatever
roiild be saved, were thrown on the floe. DeLong was
everywhere, seeing that all things went on smoothly and
(|uietly, without the least haste or consternation. The
first and second cutter, and whale-boat were lowered, and
at II p. m. the ship's party of ^iZ

^^^"^ pitched their tents,

six in number, on the floe. But this floe was breaking up,

and another was sought about 400 yards from the ship in

lat.77^14' 57" N., long, 154^58-45" 1^- At 4 A.M., June
13, the ice which had held together the " Jeannette's

"

broken timbers gave way, and with her colors flying at

the masthead, she sank in 2^^ fathoms of water.

Eight of the " Jeannette's " crew were sick with lead

poisoning from tomato cans, and this delayed the stair

southward until June 17. It was 350 miles to Siberia, 1500
miles to Yakoutsk, 6500 miles to St. Petersburg ! A cheer-

ing prospect, indeed ! yet the men kept up their spirits.

Ships cannot contend with the Arctic Seas, but men hope
and strive as long as they retain available life 1 They had

of provisions, 5000 pounds of American pemmican (diied

and cured or pulverized meat) in canisters, about 1500
pounds of other canned goods, and 1500 pounds of bread,

ammunition, 5 boats and 9 sleds. To carry along these

necessary articles the men had to go over the road six times

back and forth until the latter part of June, when the snow
was melted—then they could bring forward their equipage
in four loads, or seven journeys. At first they travelled

thus 26 miles to make only two. But this advance was
delusive—for, on the 23d, DeLong's observations proved

that they had lost 27 miles by the drift to the northwest

in excess of their progress south ! July 28th a landing was

made on an island in lat. 76° 38" N., long. 148° 20" PI

which DeLong named " Bennett Islard," and the south,

cliff " Cape Emma." The island is of volcanic origin, and
is composed of trap, feldspathic and igneous rock, " with

silica," says Dr. Ambler, '* caught up in it in masses j
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trap-rock with globules of silica, about the size of a pea,"

which " receive a bright polish from the finger, and are

soft enough to be cut with a knife." Again t e starry

flag was unfurled, and possession taken of the island in

the name of the President of the United States. All

these newly discovered lands have since been entered on
the charts of U. S. Hydrographic Office, as the " DeLong
Islands." Numerous birds, fit for food, so tame as to

be easily knocked down, were found. On the east side

were several grassy valleys. Lieut. Danenhower brought
home geological specinien,s, and Dr. Ambler gathered

auieihysts, opals, and petrifactions, which, alas ! he was not

destined to bring home. The party left the island Aug. 6th.

After drifting along the north coast of Thaddeus Island,

about the middle of the month they gained navigable

water, and took to their boats. Capt. DeLong, Surgeon
Ambler, Mr. Collins, and eleven of the crew, took the first

cutter ; Lieut. Chipp, Mr. Dunbar, and six of the crew,

the second cutter; Engineer Melville, Lieut. Danen-
hower, and eight of the crew, the whale-boat. Sept. loth

the Asiatic coast was in sight ; the boats landed on Sem-
enovski Island, and parties were sent out hunting. Foot-

prints of a civilized boot were found in a deserted hut.

Sept. 1 2th the three boats again took the water, and in

the midst of a great gale from the northeast, at 7 P. M.
lost sight of each other, and parted forever. The whale-boat

was saved only by the use of a drag, and incessant bailing.

The second cutter commanded by Lieut. Chipp, was doubt-

less swamped by the sea, as she has never been heard from.

She was a bad sea-boat, and her dimensions were much
less than either of the other boats, being but 164

feet in length, depth 2h feet; while the first cutter was

20J feet, and the whale-boat 253 feet long ; depth of each
two feet two inches. The first cutter was fitted with

mast and one shifting lug-sail, pulled six oars, and
had the greatest carrying capacity of the three boats ; all

the boats were clinker-built, copper-fastened, inside

lining.

The Whale-Boat, Sept. 15, entered one of the eastern

mouths of the Lena, pushed up the river, and on the 26th
reached a small village, where a Siberian exile, Kopelloff,

i i
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(auf;lu T.ic-ut. Danenhower Russian i)hrases. Oct. 17th,

Dancnliowcr, with a dog-team, explored the coasts without

success, for the missiug boats. On the 29th he received

word that two ol i^eLong's men, Nindemann and Naros,

were met on their way to Bolun, in a starving condition.

Food was sent to them by Engineer Melville. Danen-
hower proceeded by deer-sled 600 miles t(j Verchoiansk,
ami with oxen, horses and deer 640 miles further to

Yakutsk, which he reached Dec. 17, 1881 ; thence he

went forward in accordance with a dispatch to Melville

from the Secretary of the Navy, to Irkoutsk, where he was
assured by a Russian oculist that his eye would soon be

well. Not being permitted on account of his health, to

search for the survivors of the " Jeannette,"' he turned

over this duty, with all the documents, to Lieut. G. W.

Ilarber and Master W. H. Schuetze, who had been sent

out by the Navy Department for this purpose. He then

travelled to St. Petersburg, arriving there May i, 1882.

He reached New York City June i, accompanied by Ray-

mond L. Newcomb, naturalist and taxidermist:
;

John
Cole, boatswain, (whose mind was affected, and who is

still in the government Insane Asylum at Washington), and

the three Chinese sailors, Charles Tong Sing, Ah Sini;,

and Ah Sam, who were of the " Jeannette " party. Th'.-

rest of the whale-boat's crew had arrived Feb. 12, 1882.

I^eL()N(;'s Boat, as heretofore stated, lost sight of the

whale-boat and second cutter, Sept. 12, 1881,—the first

being ahead and the latter behind it. His journals thus

record his rough experience in the gale and on shore :

—

*' Step of mast carried away; lowered sail and rode to sea anchor
;

very heavy sea, and hard s([iialls. luirometer falling rapidly.
'' I3ih, very heavy northeast gale ... At 8 P. M, set a jury sail

made of a sled cover, and kept the boat away to the westward before

the sea ;— lyth grounded at a 'ew hundred yards, landed at 8 P. M, ;

dark and snowstorm, but Collins had a good fire going ; at 10.20 had

landed everything, except boat oars, mast, sled, and alcohol break-

ers ;— i8th, had fires going all the time to dry our clothes; we must

look our situation in the face, ai.d prepare to walk to a settlement.
•' September 19, ordered preparations to be made for leaving this

place, and as a beginning, all sleeping bags are to be left behind, l-efi

in -nstrumcnt box a record, portions of which read thus :

Lena Delta, Sept. 19. 1881.— Landed here on theevening of the 17th,

and will proceed this afternoon to try and reach, with God's help, a
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BCttleraenv', the nearest of which I believe is niuety-fivf miles distant.

We are all well, have four clays' provisions, arms and amimmition, and
are carrying with us only ship s books and pai)ers, with blankets,

tents, and some rsadicines, therefore, our chances of j^etting through
seem good. ... At 2.45 went ahead, and at 4.30 stopped and camped.
Loads too heavy—men used up.—Lee groaning and complaining,
Krickson, Uoyd, and Sam, hobbling. Three rests of fifteen minutes
each of no u.se. Road bad. Hreaking through thin crust ; occasion-

ally up to the knees. Sent Nindemann back with Alexai and Dres-
sier to deposit log-lx3oks. . . Every one of us seems to have lost all

feeling in his toes, and some of us even half-way up the feet. That
terrible week in the boat has done us great injury ; opened our last can
of pemmican, and so cut it that it must suffice for four days' food, then

we are ai .'leend of our provisions and must eat the dog (the last of

the forty) unless Providence sends something in our way. When the

dog is eaten

—

} I was much impressed and derive great encouragement
from an accident of last Sunday. Our Hible got soaking wet, and I

had to read the Epistle and (iospel from my prayer book. According
to my rough calculation it must have been the fifteenth Sunday after

Trinity, and the Gospel contained some promise.s which seemed pecul-

iarly adapted to our condition. (The passage is in Matthew v. 24)
"September 21, at 3.30 came to a bend in the river making south, .ind

to our surprise two huts, one seemingly new. At 9 F. M. a knock
outside the hut was heard, and Alexai said, ' Captain, we have two
reindeer,' and in he came bearing a hind quarter of meal. September
24, commenced preparations for departure from the hut at seven
o'clock. . . At 10 p. M. made a rough bed of a few logs ! wrapped our
blankets around us and sought a sleep that did not come; 27th,

made tea at daylight, and at 5.05 had our breakfast—four-four-

teenths of a pound of pemmican. . . At 9.45 men arrived in camp,
bringing a fine buck. Saved again ! ! September 30, one hundred and
tenth day from leaving the ship. Erickson is no better, and it is a fore-
gone conclusion that he must lose four of the toes of his right foot,

and one of his left. The doctor commenced slicing away the flesh

after breakfast, fortunately without pain to the patient, for the forward
part of the foot is dead : but it was a heart-rending sight to me, the
cutting away of bones and flesh of a man whom I hoped to return
fioundand whole to his friends. October i. the doctor resumed the
cutting of poor Erickson's toes this morning, only one toe left now.
And where are we ? I think at the beginning of' the Lena River at
last. My chart is simply useless. Left a record in the hnt that we
are proceeding to cross to the west side to reach some settlement on
the Lena River. October 3, nothing remains but the dog. I therefore
ordered him killed and dressed by Iverson, and soon after a kind of
stev made of such parts as could not be carried, of which everybody
excjpt the doctor and myself eagerly partook, to us it was a nauseating
mess. . . Erickson soon became delirious, and his talking was a horri-
ble accompaniment to the wretchedness of our surroundings. During
the night got his gloves off; his hands were frozen. At 8 A. M. got
Erickson (quite unconscious) and lashed on the sled under the cover of a
hut, made a fire and got warm. . . Half a pound of dog was fried for each
one, aud a cup of tea given, and that constituted qui day's food. At

«; 1
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8.45 A. M.. our iiics.^niatc Krickson doparlcrl ihis life. October 6, as
to Jurying hitr. I cannot dig a griivc, the groined is frozen, and 1 liav
iioilung to d g with. 'I'lierc is nothing to do hut to bury him in the

livir. Sewed iiim up in tlic flaps of tlic lent, and covered iiim with
my Hag. (lot tea ready, and with one-half ounce of alcohol, we will tiy

to. make unt to bui / him. iSut we are all so weak that I do not 8cc
how wc are going to move.

'• Ai 12.40 1'. M. readliie burial service, and carried our departed
shipmate's l;ody down to the river, where, a hole having been cut in

the ice, he was buried ; three volleys from our two Remingtons being
fired (jver him .13 a funeral honor. A board was prei)ared with iIu.t

cut on it:—" In Memory, II. II. Erickson, Oct. 6tli, 18S1. II. S. S.

Jeannetle." And this will be stuck in the river bank abreast his

grave. Ills clothing was divided up among his messmates. Iverson
has his riil)Ie and a lock of his hair, Kauck ha^ a lock of his lair. . .

Supper, 5 1'. M,, half a pound of d;ig meat and tea. October 9, sent

Nindeman and Naros aiiead for relief ; tlicy carry their blankets, one
rille, forty pounds of ammunition, two ounces of alcohol. . . Under
way again at 10,30, had for dinner one ounce of aU<jhol, Alexai shot

three ptarmigan. Kind canoo, lay our heads on it and go to sleep.
" loth, eat deer-skin scraps. . . Aheail again till eleven. At three

halted, used up. Crawlecl into a hole on the bank. Notliing for

supper, except a spoonful of glycerine. 17th, Alexai died, covered
him with ensign, and laid ium in a crib. 21st, one hundred and thirty

first day, Kaock was found dead at midnight. ']"oo weak to carry the

bodies out c^n the ice; the doctor, Collins, i\nA I carried tluin around
the corner out oi sight. Then my eye closed up. Sunday, October

13, one hundred and tliirty-third clay, everylxxly pretty weak—slept or

rested all day, tlien managetl to get enough wood in before dark.

Read part of divine service, suffering in our feet. No foot gear.

"Monday, Oct. 24., ijoth day. A hard night.
" Tuesday, Oct. 25, 135th day. No rccorii.

" Wcdnesdav, Oct. 26 136th day. No record.

"Thursday. Oct. 27, 137th day. Iverson broke down.
" Friday, ()ct, 28, i3Stli day. Iverson died during early morning.
" Sat irday, Oct. 29, 139th day. Dressier tlicd during the night.

"Sunday, Oct, 30, 140th day', lioyd and Gortz died during the

night, Mr. Collins dying."

Here DeLong's jV-L^rnal ends—the last words he ever

wrote. His death, u > doul-)t, came next—then the .air-

geon'.5 (Dr. J-'^nics l\. Ainbler), and the last of the crew,

Niiidemann and Naros only being saved. Oct. 9th, they

had been dispatched by DeLong to Kinnack-surka, su])-

posed to be 12 miles off—for assistance. On their way

south, they killed one ptarmigan, and found a few fish

—

otherwise their food consisted of boot soles soaked and

burnt to a crust, parts of their seal-skin pants so treated,

willow tea, and burned deer bones found in a hut. Dys-
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cntory weakened lliein daily. On Oct. 22d, they were dis-

covered by the natives, who fed them, and drove on deer

sleds to Huhin, the most northern Russian settlement in

Siberia, where ihcy arrived with the sick and exhausted
seamen Oct. 29. llere Naros wrote to the American min-

ister at iSl. I'elersburj;, but his letter was sent to Kngmecr
Melville, who joined them Nov. 3d, got all the iletails of

DeLong's route, suffering and present location, and ar-

ranged for immedia'e relief to the hoped-for survivors of

the two boats. To the telegram which he sent to the Sec-

retary of the Navy at Washington, which had to go the

long journey to Irkutsk by couriers, and did not reach
Secretary Hunt luuil Dec. 22, he received this reply:

—

•' Omit no efforts, spare no expense iti securing safety of

men in second cutter. Let the sick and the frozen of

hose already rescued have every attention, and as soon

as practicable have them transferred to milder climate.

Department will supply necessary funds." Melville mean-
time had searched the northern extremity of Lena Delta.

He found DeLong's cache, marked by a tall {lag-staff, on
the shores of the ocean, and secured his log books, chro-

nometers and other articles. He continued his search for

thtee weeks without result, and then went to Vakutsk
Dec. 30, to arrange for a niore extended exploration.

March 16, with Nindemann, and Bartlett, a tireman of the
** Jeanncite," he found the hut where, before crossing the

river, DeLong and his comrades had slept; on the 23d he
found the ten men, dead ! Four poles and a Remington
ride that projected above the snow, revealed their resting

place. The bodies of DeLong, Surgeon Ambler, and Ah
Sam, the Chinese cook, the last of the party to die, were
found a few hundred vards awav. DeLong's sad note-

book, already quoted entire, was by his side ; h's volu-

minous records and books were under the poles. The
bodies were frozen to the ground under the snow bank,

and were pried loose, borne over the mountain to a high

bluff, placed side by side in a b-" md buried. A stone

pyramid and cross 22 feet high, cross-arm 12 feet in

length, was placed over the graves, and on it were re-

corded the names of the twelve dead men of the first cut-

ter. Alexai's body was not found ; I'lrickson had been
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buried by DeLong, as his journal states, in the river. Mr.
Newcomb, speaking in his narrative of the tomb and
monument, says :

" Standing as they do on an eminence,
they are conspicuous objects, and may be seen at a dis-

tance of 20 miles."

Lieut. Melville and his party examined the sea-coast of

the Delta, the north coast of Siberia, and the mouths of

the rivers—but no trace of Lieut. Chipp's cutter or party

could be found. He then left Bartlett with Lieut. Harber
with a chart of his search, and returned by way of Ir-

kutsk, with Nindemann and Naros, to New York, Sept.

,

13, 1882.

Lieut Harber and Mr. Schuetze searched the Delta

thoroughly, but no trace of Lieut. Chipp was discovered.

On June 23, 1883, Lieut. Harbe*- in a letter to Secretary

Chandler, described his removal of the remains of Licit.

DeLong and party. He travelled from Yakutsk Jan. 26th,

with Mr. Schuetze, a Cossack interpreter, and some natives

with reindeer and dogs, 2667 miles, to Mat-Vai, near the

tomb, where he arrived March 2. He removed the bodies,

rebuilt the tomb, and returning to Mat-Vai, made arrange-

ments with the government physician for preserving the

bodies in their frozen condition in temporary caskets line:l

with sheets of pure tin. At Orenburg the bodies were to

be transfer-red to the metallic coffins sent from the United
States for their long journey home. March 29, after a

severe journey, the thermometer falling on one day to

—69 ° F., Yakutsk was reached with the bodies. Dec. 21,

1883, the remains were carried to Irkutsk and borne in

procession through the streets, escorted by a body of

troops. In Feb., 1884, they were brought to New York
City, and honored with suitable obsequies.
The Bulletin de la SoaVtc, 1883, says of this disastrous

expedition :
—

'* Honor to DeLong, who always knew how
to exercise the fullest qualities of courage and command !

Honor to all his comrades, officers and sailors, whose spirit

of discipline and sacrifice is a glory to the navy which

counts such men within its ranks."
Capi.. C. L. Hooper, of the U. S. Revenue Steamer

"Corwiu" who was sent twice (i88o-'8i) to the Arctic

Ocean, by the U. S. Treasury Department, to search for
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the lost whale-ships ^' Mount Wollaston " and "Vigilant "

as well as to render every possible assistance to the

"Jeannette," and who saUed over 12,000 miles, and
searched both the Ainericar. and Asiatic shores—in the

report of his second cruise made to Secretary Sherman,
renders this appreciative tribute to DeLong and his com-
panions :

—

" I desire to express my unbounded admiration for their fortitude,

and their heroic exertions in making the most rernarkabie retreat over
the ice ever made by men, from the place where the vessel sank to Lena
Delta ; for their brave struggle for exiscence after reaching the land,

and their cheerful resignation to fate when death m its most awful
form stared them in the face and claimed them one by one. The
diary of Oaptain DcLon^, written almost as he drew his last breath,

relates acts of her0ir.1i and self-sacrifice which are not excelled in the
annals of history. Not the least of them was the devotion of the faith-

ful Alexai, an Innuit from St. Michael's, going out almost daily in

search of game, freezing and starving as he was. but bringing the small
amount secured to the commanding officer to be distributed fairly to

every one of the party, and at night with the temperature at Zero, or
perhaps lower, taking off his seal-skin robe to cover his beloved cap-
tain. Surelv when the final summing up shall be made in the list of
heroes who Jiave laid down their lives for the benefit of their fellow-

men, the name of Alexai will not be forgotten 1
"

DeLong's cruise in the ** Jeannette," while it ended so

disastrously for him and the greater number of his crew,

has thrown considerable light on ice navigation, the Arctic

tides and currents, and on Herald Island and Wrangell
Land, named for Baron Wrangell (now a Russian Admiral)

the Russian explorer, who first learned of its existence

from the Siberian Indians. It is seldom possible to at-

tain a high latitude in that part of the Arctic. No
whalers, so far as known, have ever reached to 74", (though

some have gone in mild seasons as high as lat. 73" 30' N.),

and the ice between Wrangell Land and Point Barrow
forms and remains further south than in any other part of

the frozer: zones. The U. S. Steamers "Corwin " and
*' Rodgers '' were able to locate dangerous shoals in the

waters of Alaska and adjoining regions, and to make im-

portant corrections 01 some coast lines on the Hydro-
graphic charts. Wrangell La.d (about 75 miles from the

Siberian coast) was first reached and explored Aug. nth.

Jj I
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1881, by Capt. Hooper, in the U. S. Revenue Steamer
*' Corwin." He says in his report

:

** Good observations for latitude and longitude, confirmed by sub.

sequent bearings and observations taken off the east coast, showed
the land on the American Hydrographic Chart to be laid down 18

miles too far south, although the general trend of the coast is very
nearly correct."

"No warm current from Bering Sea enters Behring
Strait,'* says Mi. W. H. Dall of the U. S. Coast and
Geodetic Survey, in his report for 1880, " with the excep-

tion of water from the neighboring rivers or the adjacent

sounds. This v/ater owes its heat directly to the local

acticm of the sun's rays. The strait is incapable of carr\-

ing a current of warm water of sufficient magnitude to

have any marked effect on the condition of the Polar

vJasin just north of it. The currents through the s; •

are cool and chiefly tidal, but with a preponderatiiig i.^u-

dency northward. The currents in the Arctic, north of

the straits, are largelv dependent on the minds [this was
Lieut. DeLong's experience], but have tendencies in cer-

tain recognized directions. [DeLong found that the

drifts of the packs varied constantly, and that he lost

much ground some days in travelling on the ice]. Nothing
in our knowledge of them offers any hope of an easier pas-

sage toward the Prle, or in general, northward through

their agency. Nothing yet revealed in the investigation

of the subject in the least tends to support the widely

spread but unphilosophical notioi, that in any part oi the

Polar Sea we may look for large areas free from ice."

In confirmation of these views, we quote the later authority

of Dr. Thomas Antisell, in the Bulletin of the American
Geographical Society, No. H, 1883. He says

:

In May and June a broad warm current is found flowing around the

shores of the Siu Kiu Islands and the Bonin Islands, which it has

already reached in April, producing variable winds before the mon-
soon is established in full influence. This current is felt off the shores

of Japan and has already received its Japanese title—the Black Sea

or current (Kuro Siwo)—from the remarkable dark color which 'ts

waters exhibit when looking over the ship's side,—it is a deep blue

black, and it can be recognized with ease as soon as it is attempted to

be crossed. Cradled in the China Sea, the offspring of the equato-
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rial drift and Us warm currents an>ong the Philip|)ine Islands, when it

E
asses Formos.; in early summer it is already a powerful current, and
egins to send off lesser currents while proceeding on its ncrthein

route. But the watiing power of the Kuro Siwo is indicated by the
temperature of the months of October, November and December, in

which it disappears between latitude 30 " and 40 ". The whole ocean
is cooling down, and the influence of the Asiatic shores as refrig-

erators is apparent; the N. E. monsoon has set in and continues
during the first three months of the new year to bring down the sur-

face of the Pacific to that condition of equilibrium in which no warmth
is communicated from the air to the ocean. The S. W. monsoon has
ceased to blow, and the Kuro Siwo as a current disappears, although
its warming and equalizi q diffusion continues in a mild way. . . .'I'he

North Paciiic Ocean has, practically speaking, no northern outlet
;

Bering Strait is but a cu/ de sn:, and is tu real gate of entrance inta

the Arctic Oceam *

These are tne probably true discoveries of observation,

and theoretical reasoning from ascertained facts, which
the cru'se of the *' Jeannette " and consequently of the
" Corwiti '' and " Rodgers," has added to the siun of

hiunan knowledge. If DeLong nad not believed that

Bering Sea was a "real gate of entrance to the Arctic

Ocean," that Wrangell Land was a continent, and tiie

" open Polar Sea " beyond, he would not have ventured

among its treacherous ice-Hoes—but would have explored

a better route.

Bering Strait.—A description of this entrance to the

Arctic Ocean will render the course of the various voy-

ages more clear to the general reader. The strait was
named after the famous navigator, Vitus Bering (some-

times called Behring), a Dane, born in 1680, who entered

the newly formed navy of Peter the Great in 1704, and in

1728 was appointed to conduct an expedition in the Sea
of Kamtchatka. Following the coast northward he

rounded, it was supposed, the northeast point of Asia,

and reached the strait to which he gave his name.—This

strait separates Asia from America, and connects the

Pacific with the Arctic Ocean. The narrowest part is

near lat. 66'^, between East Cape in Asia and Cape P'-ince

of Wales in America, distant from each other in a direc-

tion from northwest to southeast, nearly 50 miles. The
greatest depth, some 30 fathoms, is towards the middle,

and the water is shallower towards the American coast

I
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than the Asiatic. Bering Sea is a part of the North
Pacific Ocean, is bounded north by Bering Strait, east by
Alasi<a, south by the Aleutian islands, and west by Kam-
tchatka, and is al'.o called the Sea of Kamtchatka.
Bering Island is the most westerly of the Aleutian
islands, in lat. 55° 22' N., long. 166*' E. It has an area
of 30 square miles, and is noteworthy as the place where
Bering, its discoverer, was wrecked, and died in 1741.

Relief Expeditions of the U. S. Steamers " Corwin "

AND " Rodgers."

In 1879 the American whalers returned late in the

season without two of their number—the " Mount Wollas-

ton," under Capt. Nye, of New Bedford, Mass., and the

"Vigilant," and also without any intelligence of the " Jean-
nette "

; the former was last seen Oct. loth, and the latter,

in the same waters, not since Aug. 1879. On May 15th,

1880, Secretary of the Treasury Sherman, sharing in

the general anxiety, dispatched the Revenue Steamer
"Corwin," Capt. C. L. Hooper, from San Francisco, "for

the enforcement of the provisions of law and protection of

the interests of the U. S. Government on the seal islands

and the sea-otter hunting grounds of Alaska ; but, addi-

tionally, to afford assistance to the two whalers * Mount
Wollaston " and " Vigilant," and to the " Jeannette," if they

should possibly be fallen in with." The " Corwin

"

reached Ounalaska in June, and on June nth, encoun-

tered the first ice packs north of Kounivak Island, in lat.

60* N., long. 160° W. On the 17th. escaping from the

floes, she proceeded to Norton Sound, and thence to St.

# Lawrence Island, where the inhabitants had been deci-

mated by starvation. In some villages hundreds were

found dead and unburied—in two, all were dead, from

the intense cold and lack of food. On June 28th, the

Arctic Ocean was entered and traversed for 6,000 miles

until Oct. 2d ; but the " Corwin " could obtain no news of

the lost whalers. Capt. Bauldry, of the " Helen Mar " of

New Bedford, saw them last 40 miles southeast of Herald
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Island, whence they were driven northwesterly by a sud-

den change of wind, and shut in by heavy masses of ice.

East of Cape Lisburne, which the " Corwin " sailed

around on July 22d, in lat. 68" 50' N., long. 164* 55' W.
coal seams were visited. Capt. Hooper says :

" The veins

of coal on the face of the cliff can be seen distinctly at

the distance of one mile When these coal beds were
formed, heat prevailed in the Arctic regions; vegetation

and animal life flourished ! Geologists can estimate how
many thousand years ago this stupendous fact in nature

hr opened, and how many cycles will transpire befcre the

sau»e climate shall again transform the dreary desolation

which reigns in the frozen zones. In a previous page we
have given on this subject, the calculations of Mr. Croll,

one of the most reliable of English scientists.

On Sept. nth, the "Corwin" passed southward of

Herald Shoal, and followed the ice-pack southwest until

Hooper saw the nigh peaks of Wrangell Land. He ex
presses DeLong's opinion that it " is a large island," and
adds, " possibly of a chain that passes through the Polar re-

gions to Greenland."—Distances are deceptive, land mir-

ages are frequent in the Polar Seas. On this point we quote

the words of Dr. Rosse, the surgeon of the " Corwin "
:

" Not the least curious of the atmospheric phenomena are the

modifications of nervous excitability in connection with the percep-
tion of light—the wonderful optical illusions witnessed from time to

time during periods of extraordinary and unequal refraction. One
day in July, at St. Michael's, I saw on looking northward an island

high up in the air and inverted; some distant peaks, invisible on or-

dinary occasions, loomed up, and atone time the very shape of a tower-
topped building magnified, and suddenly changing, assumed the shape
of immense factory chimneys. Again, off Port Clarence was witnessed
the optical phenomenon of dancing mountains and the mirage of ice

fifty miles away, which caused our experienced ice pilot to say :
' No

use to go in here, don't you see the ice I

'

Again, the mountains of Behring Straits have so betrayed the im-

agination that they have been seen to assume the most fantastical and
grotesque shapes, at one moment that of a mountain not unlike Table
Mountain, off the Cape of Good Hope; then the changing diorama
shows the shape of an immense anvil, followed by the likeness of an
enormous gun mounted en barbette, the whole standing out in silhouette

against the background, while looking in an opposite dii "action at an-
other time a whaling vessel, turned bottom upward, appeared in the

sky. On another occasion, in lat. 70*^, when the state of the air was
favorable to extraordinary refraction, a white gull swimming on the
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"The seal n ny be called their main stay; the flesh and oil form
the chief article of subsistence, the skin furnishes clothinc, icnts, and
boats ; cut into thongs, it is used for making nets for catching tish and
birds, riie oil is burned in lamps which light and warm the tupiks
during the long, dark winter nights.

••They hunt seals on the ice in the spring and fall, and show
themselves marvels of patience, Iving flat on the ice for hours, waiting
for a seal to a|)|iear. Tlic seal is very shy, and seldom moves far

from the hole in the ice which they keep o[)cn, by scratching. The
hunter approaches cautiously, by crawling over the ice, his body
nearly prostrate, raised slightly on one cll)ow. lie has a i)iece of

bear-skin, about two feet long and a foot wide, which he attaches t'>

his leg on the side upon which he rests; this enables him to slirle

more easily over the ice. The elbow rests upon a ring of grass. I Ic

carries a stick, to which is attached the claw ot some animal or bird,

to use in imitating the scratching of the seal on the ice. In the other
hand he supports his rifle, in readiness for instant use.
" In hunting whales the natives use the " oomiak." They u^e

spears, with heads of flint or walrus ivory, pointed with iron ; the

pole is about six feet long, and attached to it by a line of seal-thongs
IS a seal-skin poke. A number of the ,c spears be'ng thrown irto the
whale, the pokes prevent him from going far below the surface 3nd
enable the hunters to trick him. and be on hand to kill him when ho
comes up to breathe. The carcass, including flesh and blubber, is

used for food, and is the projjerty of every m.an, woman and child in

the settlement; the bone however belongs to those who took part in

the capture. The maxillary bones of the whale are cut into strips

and used for shoeing the runners of their sleds, and for this purpose
are said to be superior to iron or steel.

"These natives are nomadic fn their habits; although they have
winter-houses, to which they return each fall, they travel all summer.
Their manner of travelling is peculiar to themselves ; they use the

oomiak, in which is stowed everything belonging to the entire familv,

except the working-dogs. This oomiak is a boat built of walrus-

hide or seal-skin drawn over a wooden-frame about thirty feet Ion;:;,

six feet wide, and two and a half feet dct|). The frame is fastent d.

with seal-skin thongs and made with slip-joints, to allow it to work in

a SPia-way. Thcv are flat-bottomed, sharp at both ends, and with very

little shear. The men use paddles and the women oars; they carry a

square sail. When they wish to stop for a night or day, they Ian ',

pitch their tents, take everything out of the oomiak, and turn it up < i

the beach, where they are (|uite as much at home as in their winter-

houses; men, women, children, and dogs forming a happy, nois/,

dirty familv. They eat when they feel hungry, which seems to he

nearly all the time, and sleep without regard to time. The dogs r\t

vhen they can, and steal everything they can get their teeth throiigh.'

" The I'lative language differs very materally in different localities.

Oar interpreter from St. Michael's wa.s of no use to us north of Kotzebue

Sound, and even there it was difficult for Iiim to understand the dia-

lect. The change is gradual. At each settlement from ('ape Prince

of Wales north we observed a slight difference; the s'nmd of words

changed so as to be almost unrecognizable, or the word Arerc dropped

• n-i
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ciilircly aiul new ones stilistitiitcd, until almost an entire change h;ul

b-en cffLclcd in the l;ini»ii;im!; so that a vocabulary niade at ('apt'

I'rincc c){ Wales woiiUl be almost useless at Point Hope, and entirely

so at Icy Cape or I'oint Jiarrow. A few substantives alone re-

main the same all along the coast,

"The religimis belief ot the Innuit is of a crude, indefinite nature,
to the effect th.it there is a Tower which rewards good Innuits and
punishes bad ones, alter deatii, in' sending; them to different j^Iaces.

At some localities they told us that the gootl went to a place above,
while at others it was tiiought that the |)lace was below. They have
only a confused idea of tlu subject, however, and seeme<l .inxious to

avoid speaking of it anymore than was necessary. 'I'heir belief evi-

dently teaches nothing of truthfulness, honesty, or other virtue, or that

cleanliness is next to godliness,

'Shamanisui' is followed by all these people, and. notwithstanding
the numerous tricks practised upon them, they seem to have iinplii t

faith in it. iCven the ' shamans' themselves show an earnestness in

their work tlui.t makes us wonder, after all, i.f there is not some virtue

in it. .Wrangcli, who seems to have given the subject some attention,

says

:

*' The ' sliamans ' have been represented as being miiversally mere
knavish deceivers. ;'.!ul no doubt this is true of many of them who l;o

about the country exhibiting all kiiids of juggling tricks to obtain pres-

ents ; but the history of not a few is, I believe, very different. Cer-
tain individuals are born with ardent imaginations and excitable nerves.

Thev grow up amid a general belief in ghosts, 'shamans,' and Seri-

ous powc'S exercised by the latter. The credulous y(nith is -ely

affected, and aspires to participate in these supernatural co.. ...ica-

tions and powers, but no one can teach him how he can do so. ffc

retires, therefore, from his fellows ; his imagination is powertiiijv

wrought upon by solitude, by the contemplation of the gloomy aspect

of surrounding nature, bv long vigils and fasts, and by the use of nar-

cotics and stimulants, uiiiil he becomes persuaded that he, too, has

scon the mysterious app.uitions of which he has heard from his boy-

hood. He is then received as a 'shaman,' with many ceremonies
performed in the silence and darkness of the night; is given the

magic drum, etc. Still ail his actions ccmtinue, as before, to i)e the

result of his indivitlual character. A true * shaman,' therefore, is not

an ordinary deceiver, l)ut rather a psychological phenomenon, by no

means unworthy of attention. Always after seeing them operate,

tlicy iiave left on mv niiml a long continued and gloomy impression;

tlie wild look, the bloodshot eve, the laboring breast, the convulsive

tittcrancc, the sceminglv involimtary distortion of the face and whole

body, the streaming hair, the hollow sound of the drum— all conspired

to ])roduce the effect; and I ran well conceive that these should apjjcar

to the ignorant and superstitious savage as the works of evil spirits."

"The natives aie inveterate smokers. I believe thai

every man, woman and cliild in Arctic- Alaska smokes a

pipe. They manufacttire their own pipes of brass, copper
and iron. The stem is of wood, about ten inches long, and
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is in two pieces bound toj^ether with strips of whalebone
or sinew. 'I'he howls are often made of two or three kinds
of metal, as neatly joined as could be done by any jeweller.

A small skin bag, hung from the neck holds the pipe, and
a smaller bag, tobacco, fiint, and steel, also a quantity of

wild cjtton soaked in a solution of gunpowder which is

used as tinder. ... In using the pipe a small quantity of

hair from an <//-/e*-^//e?or other convenient skin, is put in the

bottom of the bowl, and over thi> some finely-cut tobacco,

the bowl holding only a small pinch. . . The native swal-

lows the smoke, which he retains in his lungs as long as

possible—sometimes until he falls over senseless; having
the appearance of a person under the influence of opium.
This state lasts but a few minutes, when the same per-

formance is again gone through with."

The "Corwin " returned to San Francisco, Oct. 2, 1880.

Capt. Hooper made his report Nov. i, 18S0—See "Treas-
ury Department, No. 118—from which the above interest-

ing extracts are taken.

April 21, 1881, the *' Corwi " was dispatched on an-

other cruise to pursue inquiries for the missing ships and
crews. She sailed from San Francisco, May 4. At Ouna-
laska or Illialook, in the Aleutian Islands, the population

(348 in number) were nearly all sick with pleuro-pneu-

monia, and were treated by Surgeon Irving C. Rosse, of

the " Corwin." The ship arrived at St. Paul's May 23,

and sailed thence for Cape Thaddeus, Siberia. On the

29th she anchored on the south side of St. Lawrence Bay.
Cape Serdze Kamen was the next point, where ice as high

as 30 feet extended two to three miles from shore. Capt.

Hooper was conducted on a sled to Topkan, the native

village near the wintering place of the " Vega " in 1878-9,
lat. 69*^ 28', long. 175'' 10' N. " In one of the houses,"

he says, " we were shown a silver fork and spoon which
had been presented to one of the old men by Professor

Nordenskiold, who was called by them Capt. *' P>ishall."

Early in June, arriving near Kolintchin Island, after

escaping dangerous ice-packs, a sledge party was sent

along the Asiatic coast as far as Cape Waukeram. Here
relics of the lost whalers were obtained from the natives,

who had taken them from the wreck of the ** Vigilant," in

the cabin of which vessel they found four corpses.

i\
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July 30, the " Corwin " sighted Herald Island, and suc-

ceeded in making fast to ground ice about a cable's length

from shore. The island was explored for the first time in

its history by the " Corwin's " party. Prof. John Muir, of

California, scientist, Mr. Nelson, botanist, and nearly all

the officers and crew landed over ice full of hollows and
hummocks, and many scrambled a thousand feet up the

precipitous rocks which, at the slightest touch, often came
thundering down. " The entire island is a mass of gran-

ite, with the exception of a patch of metamorphic slate

near the center, and no doubt owes its existence, with so

considerable a height, to the superior resistance this gran-

ite offers to the degrading action of the northern ice-sheet,

traces of which are plainly shown. Standing as it does

alone on the Polar Sea, it is a fine glacial monument.
The island is about six miles long by two wide ; its great-

est height as shown by an accurately tested barometer, is

1200 feet. Several species of plants were found on its

summit, and birds covered the cliffs. Wrangell Land was
seen, its eastern coast about 45 miles distant. The mid-

night sun was shining, and Prof. Muir says :
" The hour

which 1 spent alone was one of the most impressive of my
life, and I would fain have watched here all the strange

night."

The Albatross.—Mi. E. W. Nelson, the botanist and naturalist of the
" Corwin, " thus speaks of the Albatross, which he saw in the North
Pacific :

—

*' The * gr-v, ' as this bird is called on the North Pacific, is an abun-

dant bird over this entire stretch of the ocean. It takes company
with a vessel on its leaving San Francisco, and follows it to the neigh-

borhood of the Aleutian Islands, where it disappears : and, as we
noted ir October, iSSi, soon after we left Ounalaska these birds ap-

peared and were with us contiiuialiy in pleasant or stormy weather,

until we approached San P'rancisco, The majority seen were young,

the light-colored birds being observed only at intervals. Nearly all

are dark smock brown, but licre and there may be seen one with a

ring of white feathers around the rump at the base of the tail,

and all have a marked line nf white surrounding the base of the bill.

Those with the white on the tail almost invariably have a white spot

under each eye. The graceful evolutions of these birds afford one of

the most pleasing sights during a vovage across the Noith Pacific,

and they are a source of continual inttrest during the otherwise mon-
otonous passage.*'

This mystetifju. bin! has given rise among sailors to



s?)

THE CORW JN AT WKAXGKLi, ISLAND. 595

many superstitious legends. One of these is embodied by
Coleridge in his weird *' Rhyme of the Ancient Mariner :

"

"u
At length did cross an Albatross,

Througii the fog i'. came ;

As if it had been a Christian soul,

We hailed it in God's name.

It ate the food .t ne'er had eat,

And round and round it flew ;

The ice did split with a thunder-fit.

The helmsman steered us through I

And a south wind sprung up behind,
The Albatross did follow.

And ev^.y diy, for food or play,

Came to the mariner's hollo 1
I t'

Wrangell (or Kellett) Land.—This mysterious ice-en-

girdled land, up to DeLong's time supposed to be a con-

tinent, was also first explored by the " Corwin," Aug. ii,

1881, the American fliig raised "in token of ownership,"

and the island rechristened " New Columbia.'' The
Corwin anchored in a deep and rapid river, lat. 71** 4',

long. 177" 40' W., which, as it was seen from the
" brown and naked " cliffs, penetrated the mountains at

kast 40 miles. " We examined the shore line," says the

report, " with our glasses while approaching and leaving

the land north and south, and saw nothing but perpen-
dicular hills of slate from 100 to 300 feet high, the sloping

banks of the river being the only place for miles where a

party travelling over the ice would be able to effect a
landing." The whole view was " carefully scanned for

signs of human life, past or present," but none were seen.

Capt. Hooper adds, " This is undoubtedly the part of the

land seen by Capt. Kellett, R. N., in 1849, when he dis-

covered and landed on Herald Island." The new name
given this island by Capt. Hooper has not usurped the

popular appellation ot " Wrangell Land," and the Russian
explorer's original discovery justly entitles it to bear his

name. Nor will the United States be eager to assert its

title to this desolate waste. The " Corwin " returned to

San Francisco Oct. 21, 1881. In his two cruises Capt.

lioopei had travelled over 12,000 miles, and searched for

the crews of the " Wollaston," the " Vigilant," and the
" Jeann^tte," all along the American and Asiatic shore^'
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from spontaneous combustion or from the donkey boiler.

A large part of the stores were consumed. The crew es-

caped to the shore in the boats, loaded with what they

could save from the flames, and next day found a refuge

in the hospitable villages of the natives. Master Putnam,
who had been left in charge of an exploring party near
Cape Serdze, heard from the natives of the destruction of

the ship, and conducted four sledges loaded with provis-

ions for the relief of the crew. These he delivered Jan.

4, 1882, and in returning to his camp, driving a team of

nine dogs, he lost his way in crcssing the bay and was
carried out to sea on an ice-floe. Although parties were
sent out to search for him, he was not found ; though seen
three days afterwards on the floe, the boats were cut by
the ice in attempting to reach him. Six of the dogs came
ashore Jan. 29, without harness.

Lieut. Berry had meantime joined the search party at

Cape Serdze, and searched the coast westward. He
overtook Engineer Melville's search party, whose course

has been already described, and learning of the melan-
choly end of DeLong, he went to Yakutsk, and thence re-

turned home. The crew of the " Rodgers " were taken
from St. Lawrence Bay by the whaling barque " North
Star," May 8, and on her way to Ounalaska were trans

ferred to the " Corvvin," and landed at San Francisco

June 23, 1882. Congress approj riated $3,000 to "suit-

ably reward the natives " who housed, fed, repaired the

clothing, and befriended the officers and men of the
'* Rodgers " after their vessel was burned.

The Royal Geographical Society, London, thus C( i-

mended the work of Lieut. Berry, at its meeting Dec. 12,

1881 :
—

*' The complete exploration of Wrangell Land by

the officers of the " Rodgers " is a great geographical

achievement. For this far-off island, so long heard of and
at last sighted, b''t always on the very threshold of the

unknown, has been or.e of the longed-for goals of discov-

ery ever since the Tchuktchis told Baron Wrangell that it

could be seen on a clear day from Cape Jakan. They
said that herds of deer sometimes came from thence

across the ice ; and their traditions related how the

Onkilon, Omoki and other tribes had wandered northward

if ,
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over the ice to distant lands, so that there was a halo of

romance over the Siberian ' Ultima Thule,' which was
heightened by the gallant but vain efforts of VVrangell
himself to reach it by dog-sledges in 1822 and 1823. At
length it was actually sighted by Capt. Kellett in 1849,
when he discovered Herald Island in lat. 71" 12' N. The
American Capt. Long also sighted it in 1867, and others
have done so since. But now it has been thoroughly ex-

plored ; it is 80 miles from the nearest point on the Si-

berian coast ; Herald Island lies 30 miles due east."

Cruise of U. S. Steamer "Alliance," June i6-0ct,
II. 1881.

\ir

After the " Rodgers " was sent through Bering Strait,

the U. S. screw steamer '' Alliance," (Tapt. Wadleigh, was
dispatched, June 16, to cruise for the lost ''Jeannette"
between Greenland, Iceland, and the coasts of Norway
and Spitzbergen " as far north as lat. 77°, or further."

She reached Raykiavik, where the parliament of Iceland

was sitting, July 12. July 24 she anchored in the harbor

of Hammerfest, Norway. Thence she sailed to Bel Sound
and Green Harbor, Spitzbergen, and cruised along the

edge of the pack to lat. 80" 10' N. After cruising until

Sept. 25, deeming it unsafe to pass over to the east coast

of Greenland, Captain W. returned to New York Oct. 11,

1881. This cruise was comparatively without result ; of

course nothing was heard of the " Jeannette," which was
about 10.000 miles further east on the North Asiatic coast.

North CAST Passage.—Attempts to penetrate Bering

Strait and the Polar Sea, and to reach Eastern Asia by
coasting along the North of Europe and Asia, date back
as far as 1553. In the latter year Sir Hugh Willoughby
sailed from England in three ships, fitted out under the

direction of the celebrated Sebastian Cabot. The ships

rounded the North Cape, where one was driven apart

during a violent storm, and subsequently entered the

White Sea, then unknown to Western Europeans. The
other two drifted hither and thither in the vast waste of
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water surrounding the pole, till the navigators sighted

Nova Zembla. They sailed back along the north of Rus-

sia, and look up their winter quarters on the coast of

Russian Lapland, where they were subsequently found

frozen to death. None of the expeditions of that age,

English or Dutch, ever succeeded in penetrating farther

than the east coast of Nova Zembla, though they extended
geographical knowledge by making accurate surveys of

Northein Europe and the adjacent islands of Spitzbergen,

Nova Zembla, VVaygatz, &c. In 1594-1596, William

Barentz, Dutch navigator, made three expeditions, in the

third of which he nearly reached ley Cape, about long.

100° E., but was imprisoned by the ice, and died before

the winter closed. Henry Hudson also made two memo-
rable and disastrous expeditions in 1608-1609. All the

progress made so far proved only that during favorable

seasons a passage could be found to the eastward. The
expeditions both overland and by water, undertaken by
the Russian government, which started from various

points on the north and east coasts of Siberir, were more
successful—especially that of Capt. Bering, in 1741, which
sailed from Petropaulovski to the east cape, and those of

Shalaroff, and of Billings. The expeditions of Baron
Nordenskiold in 1875-1876, in whica he reached the east-

ern shores of the Gulf of Obi ; and his cruise in the

"Vega," in 1878-1879, in which he rounded Cape Chel-
yuskin, and sailed in September from the mouths of the

Lona for Bering's Strait, have been alluded to in connection
with DeLong and Hooper's expeditions. 7'o hi'^'' belongs
the high iionor of having completed* the long-sought

Northeast passage around Asia. This was a notable
acliievement—a triumph over the adverse forces of Nature
which foreshadows furtiier conquests. The advantages
which it was expected Commerce would derive from this

discovery are still intangible,; but the incidental benefit to

iiiankind of all the expeditions has been great—both of

those by Bering Strait and Baffin Bay. The supposed dis-

covery of the Northwest Passage by Sir John Franklin, and
its indisputable accomplishment by McClure, in 1852,
when he pentJirated from Bering's Strait to Baffin's Bay—
the various channels of communication traversed by sub-

\i
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sequent explorers between Davis' and Bering Strait, such
as the route by Hudson's Bay, Fox Channel, Fury and
Hecla and Bellot Straits, into Franklin Channel', and
thence by either the McClintock or the Victoria Channel,
or the routes by Lancaster Sound, and the McClintock
Channel, Prince Regent Inlet, or Prince of Wales Strait

to the open sea north of Alaska, though useless in a mer-
cantile point of view—have contributed so largely to the
advancement of science that their cost has been well re-

paid. The results are summarized in the following re-

ports :

—

Lieutenant N. F. Maury, U. S. N., says

:

*' Voyages of discovery, with their fascinations and their charms
have led many a noble champion both into the torrid and frigid zones

;

and notwithstanding the hardships, sufferings and disasters to which
Northern parties have found themselves exposed, seafaring men, as
science has advanced, have looked with deeper and deeper longings
toward the mystic circles of the polar regions. There icebergs are
framed and glaciers launched. There the tides have their cradle, the
whales their nursery. There the winds complete their circuits and the

currents of the sea their rounds in the wonderful system of oceanic
circulation. There the Aurora Borealis is lighted up and the trem-
bling needle brought to rest ; and there, too, in the mazes of that mystic
circle, terrestrial forces of occult power and of vast influence upon the

well being of man are continually at play. Within the Arctic circle is

the pole of the winds and the poles of the cold, the pole of the earth

and of the magnet. It is a circle of mysteries, and the desire to enter

it, to explore its untrodden wastes and secret chambers, and to study
its physical aspects, ha? grown into a longing. Noble daring has made
Arctic ice and waters classic ground. It is no feverish excitement nor

vain ambition that leads man there. It is a higher feeling, a holier

motive—a desire to look into the works of creation, to comprehend
the economy of our planet—and to grow wiser and better by the

knowledge.
" The expeditions which have been sent to explore unknown seas

have contributed largely to the extent of human knowledge, and they

have added renown to nations, and lustre to diadems. Navies are not

all lor war. Peace has its conquests, Science its glories; and no navy

can boast of brighter chaplets than tho.se which have been gathered in

the fields of geographical exploration and physical research."

The Smithsonian Report of 1856, says :

" The natural history results (of Lieut. Rodgers' Bering Straits Ex-

pedition) were of great magnitude, and embraced many new and rare

species; the collections made by the naturalists, Stimpson and Wright,

being made first under Commander Ringgold in the South Pacific and
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China Seas ami nftnward largely increased bv thosr secured arcuind

Japan, KanitchatUa. in the straits, and on the Californian coast. The
whole of a very rich collection of invertebrates, made in the Arctic
seas was dredged from the ' Vincennes' by Capt. Kodyers himself.

Admiral

1874:

Sherard Osborn, of the British Navy, f aid,

*' Those who assert that o«r labors ami researches have merely add-
ed so many miles of unprofitable coast line to our charts, had better

compare our knowledge of Arctic phenomena to-tlay with the theories

enunciated by men of learning and repute a century ago. They ihould
confront our knowledge of 1S74 with that of 1800 upon the natural

history, meteorology, climate, and winds of the Arctic regions. They
must remember it was there we obtained the clue, still unravelled, to

the laws of those mvsterious currents which flow through the wastes
of the ocean like two mighty rivers—the Gulf Stream and the Ice

Stream; must remember that it was there—in Boothia—that the twi^

Rosses first reached the Mngnetic Pole, that mysterious point round
which revolves the mariner's compass over one hall' of the northern

hemisphere; and let the world say whether the mass of observations

collected by our explorers on all sides of that Magnetic Pole have
added nothing to the knowledge of the laws of magnetic declination

and dip. . . We have discovered how Providence has peopled the

polar regions to the extreme latitude yet reached, with the animals on
which they subsist."

Admiral Beechey said :

" Before the voyages to the North all was darkness and terror, all

bevond the North Cape a blank ; but, since then, each successive vov-

ge has swept away some gloomy superstition, and has brought to light

some new phenomenon "

Hon. Judge Dalv President of the American Geo-
graphical Sociei^ , ..id an active promoter of American
Expeditions to the Arctic, says :

" Explorations for the discovery of the Northwest Passage, and those

sent out for the relief of Sir John Franklin or other explorers, resulted

m the discovery of that great region lying within the Arctic Circle

between 60° and 130'^' west longitude, up to Cape Perry, and 71" 2j'

west longitude and 77" 6' north latitude; or, from Davis Strait to

Cape Bathurst; embracing Banks, Prince Albert, and Prince Patrick's

Lands, Melville Island and Sound, McClintock's Channel, Bathurst

Island, Victoria, Prince of Wales, and King William Land. Boo'l.ia,

?nf\ Gulf of Bonrhia, North Somerset, North Devon. Melville Pen-
insula, Cockbiuii Island, (irinnell, Ellesmcre, and Wnshington Lands,
Lancaster, Ellipse, and Jones' Sounds, Wellington Channel, Kcllet,

iWrangle Land) I3arrow Straits, Franklin Straits, Peel, Sir James

I
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Ross, and the Fury and Ilecla Straits, Regent's Inlet, and the dis-

covery in 1833, by Sir James Ross, of the North Magnetic Pole."*

Capt Sherard Osborn, in 1865, addressing the Royal
Geographical Society, London, said :

"In the year 1818 Baffin's discoveries on the one hand and those of

Bering upon the oilier, with dots for the mouths of the Mackenzie
and liearn Rivers, were all we knew of the strange labyrinth of lands
and waters now accurately delineated upon our charts of the Arctic
Zone. Sailors and travellers in thirty-six years have accomplishcrl all

this; not always, be it remenibcred, in well-stored ships, sailing rapidly
from point to point, but for the most part by patient toiling on foot, or

coasting in open boats rouu'i every bay and fiord. Sir Leopold Mc-
Clintock tells the Royal Dubliii Society that he estimates the foot ex-

plorations accomplished in the; ear rh for Franklin alone at about forty

thousand miles. Yet during those ihirty-six years of glorious enter-

prise by ship, by boat, and by sledge. England only fairly lost one
expedition and one hundred and twenty-eight souls out of forty-two

successive expeditions, and has never lost a sledge party out of about
one hundred that have toiled within the Arctic Circle Show nic

upon the globe an ecjual amount of geographical discovery, or in

history of arduous achievement, with a smaller amount of human sac-

rifice, and then I will concede that Arctic Exploration has entailed

more than its due amount of suffering."

Mr. Henry Grinnel, at a meeting of the American Geo-
graphical Society of New York, enumerated the commer-
cial results as follows

:

"I. Sir H. Gilbert's discovery of the Cod Fisheries of Newfound-
land. 2. From Davis' discoveries the great whale fisheries of the

West. 3. From the discoveries of Hudson (who also discovered and
sailed into our North River, which now bears his name, while on an

Arctic voyage,) Hudson's Bay and the operations of the great fur com-
panies. 4. Sir John Ross; the whale fishery of the North and North-

west of Baffin's Bay. 5. Captain Perry; whale fishery of Lancaster

Sound, 15arrovv Strait, and Prince Regent Inlet. 6. Admiral Beeciiv

;

whale fishery of Bering .Straits, in which in the space of two jears. the

whaler of Nantucket and New Bedford obtained cargoes from whi( h

it is said they have realized eight millions of dollars."

Add to this th«" trade in fur-seal and seal-otter skins.

The U. S. rev .ae from the seal-islands of Alaska in 1873

was over $307,000, and in 1883 it had increased to over

$317,000 per annum. Wm. H. Seward, Secretary of State,

was ridiculed when he negotiated with Russia for the pin-

chase of Alaska by the United States, but that country has
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proved to be a good investment, and will develop still lar-

ger resources and commercial importance in the future.

Ml
I

sy

Antarctic Expeditions.—Thk "Terra Australis
Incognita."

I!

Attempts to penetrate to the South Pole have not been
numerous, and are comparatively recent in date r. id unin-

tert .sling in details—but the knowledge obtained, especially

by r,he American expedition under Capt. Wilkes, is valuable

in 1 scientific point of view.—On the maps published

before 1750, the Antarctic regions are marked "Terra Aus-
tralis Incognita." Yet Ptolemy, and other ancient geo-
graj:)hers, supposed that a large continent extended to a

great distance around the South Pole.—Capt. Cook was
the first navigator knovn to have crossed the Antarctic

Circle. In his second voyage he reached lat. 71^ 10' S. ; he
saw no land, and encountered great masses of ice. Capt.

William Smuh, the commander of a merchant vessel driven

far to the South in trying to round Cape ilorn, in 1819,
sighted the South Shetland Islands. In the same year

Bellinghausen, a Russian navigator, reached lat. 70*^ S., and
two years after discovered Alexander's Land and Peter's

Land. In 1821, Howell, an Englishman, discovered Trin-

ity Land in 62'' S., and Palmer, an American, visited a land

on tlie same coast westward, and named it Palmer Land.
In 1.S23, Capt. Weddell, an English explorer, sailed south

to lat. 74'' is'S., long. 34° 16' W., and saw an "open sea"
to the south, but no land. In 1831, Capt. John Biscoe

discovered Enderi^y and Crahatn's lands, a southwestern
extension of Palmer's Land. In 1839, a New Zealand seal-

ing schooner discovered SabrinaLand. In 1837-1838-1839,
Dumont D'Urville, a French explorer, penetrated to the

Antarctic Circle, and in 1840 discovered a line of coast «

lying directly south from Victoria (Australia) and named
it Ad^Iie. This land Capt. Ross, in his third voyage, proved
to be small islands. In 1839, Lieut. Charles Wilkes was
sent O'jt by the United States government with four vessels,

and in Jan. 1840 discovered a coast line which stretched
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frf)tn kin^j^olds' Knoll on the cast to Kndcrhy Land on the

wcht, and was dislinj^uislu'd by the absence of currents to

disturb the ice barrier, and by a nuich less precipitous char-

acter than belongs to islands; hence he inferred that it

was continuous, and continental. Jan. i6, 1842, Wilkes'
officers discovered land from the masthead in lat. 6i''S.,

long. i6o"E. and followed it to the westward ; numerous
islands were seen to the north. Capl. (afterwards Sir

James) Clarke Ross made three voyages, 1841-1843, in the

"Erebus" and "Terror," and discovered Victoria I>and,

having its coast south from lat. 7
1'' to lat. 78*^ 10'—the high-

est southern latitude ever attained. In lat. 70° 41' S., long.

172° 30' E., he saw mountains 9,000 to 12,000 feet high, of

volcanic origin ; also an active crater which he named Mt.
" Erebus," 12,360 feet, in lat. 77^* 32' S,, long. 167 E., and an

extinct one, which he called Mt. Terror 10,880 feet high.

The whole line of coast was steep and rocky and the land

bare. He located the S. Magnetic Pole in lat. 75*' 58' S.,

long 154^ 8' E. His discoveries in natural history, geology

and magnetism were the most important ever made in that

region, not excepting those of Lieut. Wilkes. The latter

are best related in Lieut, (afterwards Admiral) Wilkes' own
words. He says in his voluminous Narrative of five vol-

umes :

!S'

" Along the Antarctic Continent for the whole distance explored,

which is upwards of 1500 miles, no open strait is found. The coast,

where the ice permitted approach, was found enveloped with a per-

l)endicular barrier, in some cases unbroken, for fifty miles. If there

was only a chain of islands, the outli le of the ice would undoubtedly
be of another form ; and it is scarcjly to be conceived that so long a

chain could extend so nearly in the same parallel of latitude. The
land has none of the abruptness of termination that the islands of

high southern latitudes exhibit; and I am satisfied that it exists in one

uninterrupted line of coast from Ringgold's Knoll, in the east, to I'jid-

crby's Land in the west ; that the coast (at long. 95** E.) trends to the

north, and this will account for the icy barrier existing, with little alter-

nation, where it was seen by Cook in 1773. The vast number of ice

islands conclusively points out that there is some extensive nucleus

which retains them in their position, for I can see no reason why the

ice should not be disengaged from islands, if they were such, as hap-

pens in all other cases in like latitudes. The formation of the coast

is different from wh.at would probably be found near islands, sound-

ings being obtained in comparatively shoal water ; and the color of

the water also indicates that it is not like other southern lands, abrupt
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and precipitous, 'i uis cause is suHkicnt to retain the hw.'r masses of

ice by their l)cing attached by their \n\vvr surfaces instead of their sides

only.
*' At all the important i)v)ints of the cruise an observatory was esiab-

lisljcd, and llic longitude detcrmineil by inoon-culminaling stars in

connecti';.! -vith similar observations at Caml):idge (Mass,) University,

by Professor liond, and at Washington, bv Ij'cutcnant (lilliss. The
latitude was deduced by circummeridian o])servations of the sun and
stars; meridian distances were carried throughout the route by chron-

ometers from and to well established points; every opportunity was
taken to determine the true positions of islands, reefs, etc, by obser-

vations made on shore; the labors in hydrography were extensive; in

all the explorations, the constant aim was to obtain useful results; par-

ticular attention was paid to ascertain whether wood, water, and what

kind of refreshments (if any) could be had; anchorages were looked

for and surveyed; and the character of the natives and the kind of

trcatnjent that may be expected from them.
"In magnetism observation-^ were made at fifty-seven stations, for

dip and intensity, and at every point where the ships remained a suf-

ficient time for diurnal variation; the dip was observed at sea fre-

cpiently, and the ship's head always kept north and south whilst the

observations were making; very many attempts were made to observe

the intensity at sea, l)otii by horizontal and vertical vibrations, but

Wilkes was never able to satisfy himself with the results, whatever
others may have done.

" For the determination of the Southern Magnetic Pole, he had var-

iation observations from 35" easterly variation to 59" west, between
the longitudes of 97" and 165" east, nearly on the same jKirallel of

latitude; which will give numerous convergent lines through that space
for its determination; the greatest dip was 87*" 30.' 'I'he summit of

Monna Loa, thirteen tli ''.md four hundred feet above the level of

the sea, was among tiic n.agiictic stations; the pendulums were swung
at six stations, one of these at the summit of Monna Loa and another
at its foot; full meteorological journals were kept during tiie whole
cruise—the hours of oi)servation, 3 and 9 V. M . ai\d 3 and 9 A. M,

;

the temperature at the masthead taken at the s.ame hours ; that of the
air and water every hour during the cruise, at sea and in port; when
in port thermometers were sunk, and the temperature of springs, wells

and caves taken for the mean temperature of the climate.
" In botany about ten thousand species were obtained, and from

three to five specimens of each, all brought or sent home in a dried
state. About one hundred specimens of lii'ifn^ plants were brought
home incases; among them several East India fruits and other plants

from that region, supposed to be rarelv found in European conser-
vatories.

" In the Geological and Mineralogical Departments under Mr. Dana,
much industry and research were expended; about eleven hundred
species of crnstacea were figured; among them many new forms illus-

trative of general anatomy and physiology- In a word, extensive
collections of specimens were made in all the Departments of Natural
History."

J i

(h



(>(h; IMKMJUKSS OF aiktk; ihscovkky.

Tlie late Prof. Henry of the Smithsonian Institute, Wash-
ington, in his report for 1867, said : "The collections made
by the Naval Kxpedition (of (!apt. Wilkes) 1838-1842,
are supposed greatly to exceed those of any other similar

character fitted out by any government. They embrace
full series of the animals, plants, minerals, and ethnological

material of the regions visited. Implements of stone and
of bone are almost everywhere found, the workmanship
of races that have long since disappeared^ and of which the

use would be difficult of tletermination, were not similar

implements, as to form and material, found in actual use

at the present day among savages, particularly those inhab-

iting the various islands of the Pacific Ocean."
The Royal Geographical Society, London, presented a

gold medal to Lieut. Wilkes, through the U. S. Minister,

Mr. Bancroft, May 22, 1848.

Features of the Antarctic Ocean.

Lieut. Maury, in his Physical Geography of the Sea
t86t, says that "the area of the Antarctic Circle is 8,155,

600 square miles, and equal in extent to one-sixth of the

land surface of the globe.—This untravelled region is cir-

cular in shape, the circumference of which does not meas-

ure less than 7,000 miles. Its edges have been penetrated

here and there, and land, wherever seen, has been high

and rugged. The unexplored area there is quite equal to

that of our entire frigid zone. Navigators on the voyage

from the Cape of Good Hope to Melbourne, and from

Melbourne to Cape Horn, scarcely ever venture, except

while passing Cape Horn, to go on the Polar side of 55^S.

The fear of icebergs deters them. These may be seen

there drifting up toward the equator in large numbers and

large masses all the year round. I have encountered them

myself as high up as the parallel of 37^8. Lieut. Wilkes

supposes that these ice-islands are propelled by under-

currents which, at times, exist to and from the Poles—that

they are carried away in the seasons when the Polar streams

are the strongest, and are borne along by them at the ve-
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loclty with which they move. He saw no " pack ice"—that

is, pieces forctd one upon the other by the action of the

sea or currcnls."

Th.) icebergs in the Antarctic are much larger and of a

deeper blue than those in the Arctic Ocean; and "tlie

coloring of the crevasses, caves, and iiollows is of the t/cv/^

est blue, a more poweriul color than that seen on the ice of

the Swiss glaciers. In th^, case of bergs with all their siiles

exposed, no doubt a greater amount of light is able to pen-

etrate than in glaciers where the light usually enters only
ut the top."

Lieutenant A. W. Greely, U. S. A., at Ladv Frank-
lin lUv CJriNnell Land. N. i.at. 8t*' 41' VV., lonc.

64 "^ 30', June, 1881, a station assicnkd ro the I'Nii-

ED States hy the International 1*oi,ar Commission
for Mkteoroi,(X'.ical Ohskrvations.— United States
Station near Point Barrow, Alaska, N. 71*' iS'

lat., lono. W. 156 ^^ 24.'

—

Relief exi-editions.— Res-
cue OF THE survivors OF THE GrEELY I'ARTY.

The chief of the U. S. Signal Service in his report for

1881, says: "Owing to the very mobile nature of the at-

mosphere, the changes taking place on our portion of the

globe, especially in the Arctic Zone, quickly afTect regions

very distant therefrom. The study of the weather in Ku-

rope and America cannot be successfully prosecuted with-

out a daily map of the whole northern hemisphere, and the

great blank space of the Arctic region upon our simulta-

neous international chart has long been a subject of regret

to meteorologists. The general object (of establishing

stations as recommended by the Official International Po-

lar Commission, for the Arctic regions,) is to accomplish, by
observations made in concert at numerous stations, such J

additions to our knowledge as cannot be acquired by iso-

lated or desultory travelling parties. No special attempt

will be made at geological exploration, and neither exped-

dition (Lieut. Greely's at Lady Franklin Bay, and Lieut.

P. H. Ray's near Point Barrow, Alaska,) is in any sense

an attempt to reach the North Pole. The single object is to

I

I
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elucidate the phenomena of the wea<:her and the magnetic
needle, as they occur in America and Europe, by means of

observations taken in the region where the most remark-
al:)!e disturbances seem to have tlieir origin."

The idea of these meteorological observatories in the
i frozen seas originated in Germany about the year 1876,
' and was put forth with the declaration that further Polar
Exploration? should be discouraged except for ourely scien«

tific purposes. With these ends in view the stations named
above were established under an act of Congress, in 1881

;

and similar stations were established, both in the Arctic

and Antarctic, by England and Canada, Germany, Russia,

Austria, France, Holland, Finland, Norway and Swede-i,

and Denmark. " If we add to all these stations those al-

ready existing in Russia, Siberia, Alaska, the English prov-

inces of the North, etc.," says the Bulletin of the Socii^te

de Gt'ographie^ " it will be seen that around the whole Polar
Circle will be a zone of observatories, wliose observations
will lorm the study of the globe to the eightieth degree of

north latitude

The larger number of the civilized nations are striving

by scientific means to wrest the mysterious secrets of the

deep from their hidden recesses of the North."

Lieut. A. VV. Greely's party was composed of Lieuts.

F. H. Kislingbury and James B. Lockwood, Dr. Octave
Pavy. acting assistant surgeon and naturalist, and 18

sergeants, corporals and privates of the U. S. army^ They
sailed in the U. S. steamer " Proteus," and reached
Godhavn July i6th, 1S81. July 24th, the steamer entered

the harbor of Upernavik. Jans Edward, a native, and
Frederic Sharley Christiansen, a half-breed, were here

engaged. The vessel left Upernavik, July 29th, sailed

northward into the "Middle Passage," and July 31st,

arrived, in a dense fog, which soon lifted, six miles south

of Cape York, in 36 hours from Upernavik, the quickest

passage ever made. No ice-pack was encountered in

Baffin Bay. Tv.'o parties were landed at the Carey islands,

where the record left by Capt. Allen Young in iSys-'yG,

was obtained, and the depot of provisions left by Sir

George Nares in 1875 were found in good condition. Aug
2nd, at Littleton Island, the English mails were found
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after seven hours search, and were sent back to be re-

turned to England. The " Polaris " winter quarters were

visited, and tlie transit instrument found. Aug. 3rd, Cape
Sabine was passed, Washington hmd sighted, and the 8oih

parallel crossed. Aug. 4th, Franklin Sound was passed.

At Carl Ritter Bay, 225 bread and meat rations were

cached for use in case of a retreat south in 1883. At 9
P. M. the vessel was stopped by ice, in the extreme south-

east part of Lady Franklin Bay, only eight miles from

destination. Aug. 5th Greely land at Cape Lieber. Aug.

6th the pack moved, and by Aug. loth the ship had been

forced southward by the ice about 45 miles. Then a

southwest gale set in and started the pack northward.

The 'ihip ran north again in the open water, and entered

Discovery Harbor, where Greely decided to winter ; on
the 12th the " Proteus" broke her way through two miles

of heavy ice, being her seventh day's battle with the gales

and frozen sea, and anchored Aug. 14th, one hundred
yards from shore. The cargo was discharged in 60 hours.

140 tons of coal were landed from the ship. A house was
built, 14 musk oxen killed, and rations of dried birds pro-

cured, enough meat for seven months. Lieut. Greely
expected that additional supplies would be sent to him in

1882, and if not so visited, his instructions were " to

abandon his station not later than Sept. i, 1883, and to

retreat southward by boat, following closely the east coast

of Grinnel Land., until the relieving vessel is met or Little-

ton Island is reached."

Expeditions to carry Assistance to Greely in 1882
AND 1883.

Leaving Lieut. Greely and his party in their ice-bound
home, with an indefinite hope of succor from the outside
world, but with every apjiiiaiice for the observation of

Nature, and of the laws which impel the storms and cur-

rents that originate in the Arctic Circle, we turn now to the
steps that were taken in the United States, in pursuance

f* --
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of expectations justly entertained by the imprisoned men,
to send tlieni relief in tiie years 1882 and 1883.

June 27th, 1882, Congress appropriated $133,000 for

the above purpose, and on July 8th, Mr. Wm. M. ikebe
was sent with men and supplies in the " Neptune,'' Capt.
Sopp. The ship encountered solid ice-packs, which Mr.
lieebe says, was the " heavy winter ice, which, borne from
the eastern coast of (Ireenland by the strong current
which sets southward from about Icelantl, turns to the

westward and northward around Cape Farewell, and flows

up the western coast of Greenland until, in about lat. 67^

N. it meets and mingles with the current from Baffin's

Bay. These united currents set southward with great

strength down the coast of Labrador, and trending east-

ward, pass around and down the eastern coast of New-
foundland and into the Gulf Stream, carrying with them
the immense icebergs launched from the numerous glaciers

of West Greenland, and so much of the ice-fields as had

survived tne passage from Davis Strait." July i7lh, the

"Neptune" reached Godhavn. On the 28th she passed

Littleton Island, where her progress northward was

blocked by unbroken ice, as thick as 20 feet. She turned

to the south, and anciiored in Pandora Harbor, where she

found a record of Sir Allen Young's visit in the " Pandora,''

in 1875, and also plenty of hares, eider-ducks, auks and

gulls, which the crew killed and ate greedily. The north-

west gales which dispersed the ice, enabled the " Neptune "

Aug. 7th, to turn back to the north, and to make Pa}cr

Harbor on the i8th, in lat. 78^ 42' N,, long. 74° 21'. At

Brevoort and an adjoining island, were found the records

and cache of Capts. Nares and Stephenson. Further prog-

ress northward was checked, and the ship anchored oft

Littleton Island Aug. 28th. A party landed, and left a

cache of provisions there and also at Cape Sabine. As it

appeared impossible to reach Greely's station at Lady

Franklin Bay, the ship returned to Godhavn Sept. 8th,

and thence to St. Johns, Newfoundland. All relief for

Greely, all expectation of receiving news from his party,

was postponed to 1883.—Thus the " Proteus," in 1881,

found almost open water and few dangerous ice-fields as

far north as 81* 44'; the "Neptune" was blockaded about

^f!
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200 miles farther south, and was fain to return after a six

weeks' ci uise an)ong ihe ice-floes,—so variable and uncertain

are the winters in the ice zones, as all Arctic navigators

have found. If a sledge could have been driven over the

ice to Lady Franklin Bay, it might have saved Greely's

beleaguered party from great disasters.

On the 29th of June, 1883, Lieut. E. A. Garlington, with

U. S. Steamer " Vaniic," Commander Wildes, and the

steamship " Proteus," Capt. Pike, sailed from St. John's

with supplies for Greely. The ships made Godhavn July

i2th. Lieut. Garlington and Lieut. J.C Colwell, a volun-

teer from U. S. N., left that harbor in the " Protens " July

i6th, and on the 17th encountered icebergs at Hare
Island. On the 20th they were stopped by a solid pack,

in long. 61'* 30'. Turning south, the ship sighted Cape
York and landed a party at southeast Carey Island, and
found a record left there by Greely's party Aug. i. 1881,

as follows :

—

i

111

III

•i

'
I

"International Polar Expedition to Lady Franklin Bay. fitted out

by the War Department under the supervision of Gen. W. 15, Hazcn,
Chief Signal Officer, U. S. A., and commanded by First Lieutenant A.
W. Greely Fifth Cavalry, U. S. A., and Assistant Lieutenant in the

Steamship ' Proteus' island of Upernavik 7 P. M. July 29, i88i, and
at 7 A. M., July 31, stopped by a heavy fog about six miles south of

land supposed to be Cape York. Middle passage taken and found to

be entirely unooslrncied hy ice. All well. This notice deposited Aug.
I. 1881.

J. IL LocKWOon.
Lieut. 23d Lit. U. S. Army, Third officer.

"One keg of biscuits opened ai ' found mouldy. One can of betf

opened and found c;ood. Stores generally found apparently in same
condition as when ticposited here in 1875 [by British Expedition under

Lieut. Nares.]

(Sifc -id) "
J. B. LocKWooD, Lieut. U. S. A."

Lieut. Garlington examined with his glass the leads in

the ice, and says, the pack had broken and open lanes of

water had formed, leading across Buchanan Strait along

Bache Lsland and across Princess Marie Bay. At 8 P. M.
the " Proteus " rounded Cape Sabine, and proceeded
through the open leads in the broken ice to within four
miles of Cape Albert, where the ship was stopped about
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600 yards from the open water, and Capt. Pike's efforts

to force a passage by ramming entirely failed." On Julv
22d, the "Proteus" turned south and endeavored to j^et

out of the pack, but found all movement effectually

blocked. Ice seven feet thick was piled upon the floe

auudships and astern, and crushed against the ship's sides

and into her bunker—the starboard rail was smashed, the

deck planks rose, the seams opened, and at 7.15 P. M.
the ship sank " on an even keel." One of the boats and
«onie of the stores were saved by the officers (while the

crevy plundered the boxes) before this catastrophe oc-

curred ; a cache was made by Lieut. Colwell at Cape
Sabine for Lieut. Oreely's party, and he then headed across

Melville Bay, in iiis boat, to reach the *' Yantic," while the

rest of the party coasted around the Bay to the same
destination. Sept. 2nd, the latter party boarded the
" Yantic " at Upernavik, and and Lieut. Colwell joined

her soon afterwards at Godhavn. The whole party re-

turned to St. John's Sept. 13th, 1883. Thus Lieut. Greely
and his companions, exiled for three winters in the inter-

ests of scienc :, were perforce left to their fate until the

summer of 18S4.

Point Barrow, Alaska.—We have previously referred

to the station established near this point, in the interest

of the U. S. Signal Service. It was put in charge of First

Lieut. P. H. Ray, 8th Infantry U. S. A., who sailed from
San Francisco in the steamer "Golden Fleece," July i8th,

1881, accompanied by Acting-Assistant Surgeon G. S.

Oldmixon, three sergeants and eight subordinates. Sept.

15th, he reported to General W. B. Hazen, Chief Signal

officer, U. S. A., substantially as follows :
—

" The expedition

arrived at Ooglamie [name of an Indian village], Alaska,

Sept. 8th, and found a suitable place for the station on

the northeast side of a small inlet which I have named
(lolden Fleece, about eight miles from the extreme

northern point of Point Barrow ; all the intermediate

country is interspersed with small 'akes and lagoons; the

only high ground is occupied by an Indian village at

Point Barrow. The voyage was a long one ; a heavy gale

off Cape Lisburne drove us out of our course to the north

and west. The ground is now covered with snow : ice is
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forming rapidly on the inlet and lakes ; the cargo was
landed with extreme difficulty on the beach, through a

heavy surf which half filled our boats, the spray freezing

where it struck ; the vessel liable to be driven out to sea

at any hour. There will still be more or less suffering

before I can get quarters up . . . On the 12th, a small

wharf was built, the wind and sea abated ; and on the 13th

and 14th the balance of the cargo was safely landed—the

natives assisting with their oomiaks. I cannot detain the

vessel for fear she may be frozen in before passing Bering

Strait ... If I procure specimens of native arms, boats,

implements, etc., I will have to purchase them in trade.

1 have not a sufficient supply for that purpose, having

only taken enough to purchase fresh meat and to hire

boats and labor in landings .... The (relief) vessel

next year should sail at an earlier date than the expedi-

tion this year ; have not seen the sun since I have been
here. Tne latitude, by dead reckoning' from my own
log-book, is 71" 17' 50'' N., long. 156' 23' 45" VV."

June 24th, 1882, Lieut. J, S. Powell, U. S. A., sailed

from San Francisco in the schooner " Leo " with supplies

for Lieut. Ray. In Bering Sea, the ship met a heavy gale,

from the north, and lay for several days in a fog without

sight of land or sun, about four miles from Plover Bay.
In the 14th in a heavy gale, Cape Lisburne was sighted

;

on the i8th the ship was becalmed in lat. 71° 21' N., long.

i^S^ 50' W. : on the 19th, a strong northeast current had
carried the ship to the northeast of Point Barrow, but she

landed at the station Aug. 20th. Lieut. Ray said that

had it become calm, the " Leo " might have drifted to the

northeast, for vessels caught in the northeast current move
off with it, " and not a piece of timber ever returns."

Lieut. Powell says (U. S. Signal Service Notes, No. X.) :

—

"The prospect from the Station even in summer, when it is at its

best, is monotonous, uninviting, and in winter it must be dreary in-

deed. The tundra spreads away level and brown, relieved here and
there by patches of sickly green, guttered in all directions by shallow
water-courses, and covered with small shallow pools, while at no point
within view docs it rcnrh an elevation of fifty feet above the level of
the sea. Vegetation is very scanty, consisting chiefly of moss and
lichens and other cryptogamous growths, with occasional patches of
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hartl, wiry grass, and a few simple flowers. Tlie only shrub to be
found is tlie dwarf willow, which, instead of growing in an erect pos-
ition, creeps alonp under the moss as if trying to hide from the in-

clement blasts, and in summer it shoots forth its pretty rose-colored
catskins and greei\ leaves through its mossy covering in a timid and
hesitating manner, as if aware of the uncongenial character of its sur-
roundings.

" During eight months of the year the earth is frozen, and during
the remaining four it thaws to the depth of a foot from the surface,

but below that depth it is permanently frozen to an unknown depth,
po-obably one hundred and fifty feet to two hundred feet. It is a des-

olate land, interesting no doubt, but destitute of beauty, one in which
the struggle for existence, both by animal and vegetable life, is of the

hardest, where the aspects of nature are harsh withou grandeur and
desolate without being picturesque.

"The year is divided into seasons,—a winter eight months long and
a rather uncertain summer of four months. The latter season, if sum-
mer it can be called, is only such by contrast with the preceding winter,

for the temperature rarely reaches 60°, and at any time a snow-storm
may occur. Snow fell on every day we were at the station. The low-
est temperature was 60^ Lolow-zero, there was but one day only on
which the sun shone sufficiently to make observations. The sea at

Point Barrow does not freeze to a greater depth than si.x or seven feet

;

the ice with which it is filled coines from a distance, and is generally

a mixture of new and old worn ice. There is nothing in this sea ap-

proaching an iceberg, but still some very respectable masses are formed,
especially near the coast, where the pressure of the moving floes from
without is met by the resistance of the land, and huge fields of ice arc

driven over each other until they become grounded in water from fifteen

to twenty fathoms deep and are piled up some forty or fifty feet. No
doubt the grandeur and sublimity given to Arctic scenery by the im-

mensity 01 icebergs are here wanting, but the immensity of power dis-

played by these enormous ice masses is more calculated to impress the

mind than the mere bulk of lofty bergs that stud the sea on the eastern

side of the continent. The broken floes are thrown together in every
conceivable position, and at every possible inclination of surface, in

a profusion of irreguiaiity, of which no language can convev an ade-

quate idea. Travellin'^ over such a surface is next to impossible, men
without encumbrances could possibly advance eight or ten miles in a

day, but if laden with food or otherwise, their progress would be far

less than this—heavy ice-sleds would be almost impossible. Wher-
ever there is land there is always an ice-foot, a narrow strip of level

ice along the coast, over which sled-travel can be easilv carried on, or

in narrow channels without currents, where the ice may be compar-
atively smooth, but in the open sea, at a distance fron) land, nothing

but failure will attend such attempts. The fringe of grounded ice along

the Point Barrow coast follows an irregular line, more or less distant

from the shore, depending on the depth of the wa^"r, and varies from
throe to five miles in width.

" Beyond the grounded line, the surface of the hummocks and floes

is just as rough and uneven as it is everywhere else. Although to the
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eye I he broad expanse of jumbled ice-hummocks seems as stable as

the solid land, the stability is only apparent ; a kind of vibratory motion
takes place from time to time; the pressure increases and decreases
alternately; currents set in, and the whole body of the ice seems to

oscillate to and fro, so that it is seldom that the peculiar noises oc-

casi( ned by the grinding and crushing together of the slowly moving
masiies cannot be heard. This song of the icy sea is a very peculiar

one, and can scarcely be described so as to convey any clear idea of

its nature. It is not loud, yet it can be heard to a great distance; it

is ne ther a surge nor a swash, but a kind of slow, crashing, groaning,
shrieking sound, in which sharp, silvery tinklings mingle with the low
thunderous undertone of a rushing tempest. It impresses one with
the idea of nearness and distance at the same time, and also that of

immense forces in conflict. When this confused fantasia is heard from
afar, through the stillness of this Arctic zone, the effect is strangely
weirc and solemn—as if it w^re the distant hum of an active, living

work, breaking across the bot .idaries of silence, solitude and death."
" Individual auroras often lasted ten or twelve hours or more, but the

great bursts of splendor and motion seldom lasted more than thirty

minu cs, and often did not continue even so long ; but while they lasted

they were magnificent, indeed. On such occasions the sky became a
gorgeous canopy of flames, all splendor, color and motion; arch, col-

umn, and banner flashed and faded; silvery rays, with rosy bases and
fringed with gold or emerald green, danced and whirled around the

zenitl:, and broad curtains of light ilung across the sky in every form
of gr.icetul curve and convolution, shook rainbow tints from every
fold, until the beholder became bewildered and lost in the dazzling

brillicincy.

" In lower latitudes, the aurora is mostly seen as a luminous arch

e.xten ling across the northern sky. At Point Barrow, the arched form,

thougi common, was not the prevalent one, and the arches that ap-
peared were seldom perfect, or if so, only for a few moments at a time,

and the changes of form were so incessant that it was hard to decide

which was the prevailing type. The curtain form, mostly broken, but

alway!'. convoluted and folded on itself like an immense scroll, was a

common form, but whatever the form, the phenomena passed over the

sky in a succession of waves, sometimes from north to south and Tictr

versa Intimately connected with the aurora was the disturbance of

the m: .gnetic needle—in fact, during the prevalence of the aurora, the

magnets were in a state of chronic perturbation, especially during the

great displays, when they were often so disturbed that some of them
could lot be read.

"Hiving turned overall supplies to Lieut. Ray, Sunday, August

27, preparations were made to leave this dreary region—a region which
seems to be one in which the bright sunshine of hope enters with a
light so subdued that it is but the gleam from a far distant planet pen-
etratin; the cavern of ceaseless solitude and woe.

" Archor was weighed at 2 P. M., Sunday, and our homeward voy-
age begun in a snow-storm. We passed Point Belcher, August 28th,

reached East Cape, Asia, Saturday, September 20, and lay there Sun-
day ami Monday. We sailed from East Cape to St. Lawrence Bay,
and anchored inside the harbor at 3 P. M. next day. This bay is full

'^
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of historic reminiscences connected witli the burning of the U. S.
Steamer ' Rodgers ' of the Jeannette Kclief Kxpcdition. The natives

came on board clothed in some of tlie apparel left ihein by the othcers.

and crew of this ill-fated vessel. Several had recomnicndations from
the " Rodgers" party, and in compliance with requests niade therein,

each one was supplied with tobacco, bread and molasses. One of the

natives described to me the accident which betel Master Putnam o(

the Navy, and staled that some time after the ice-floe, herring Putnam,
drifted out to sea, a south easterly wind brought the flo^ ')ack to shore,

and he saw the remains of Putnam on it, his face and h .nds much dis*

colored and the body swolh^n.
" On the 28th of September, in Bering Sea, the barometer conv

menced falling rapidly, and a fierce gale sprang up from the East, which
soon blew with so much violence that we were obliged to take in all

our canvas and heave to under a double-reefed mainsail and foresail.

< )\\ the next day it increased in fury, and for the next day, and the next,

and for full five, wc were tossed to and fro, at the mercy of such a

storm as I hope I shall never again experience. 15y the time the storni

was over, the entire party were worn out, and the patience exhibited

under such circumstances certainly became a virtue. Wc passed
through Unimak Pass on the 5th of October. Our voyage from
thence across the Pacific to San Fran isco was, on the whole, favor-

able, and we reached the latter place ober 2."

Lieutenant Ray's party were recalled by act of Congress
1882-1883, and arrived at Washington, October 1883. I'hus

ended for the present, by command of the Nation—appalled

at the hardships imposed on its brave sailors without com-
pensating advantages—our permanent stations in the Arc-

tic Seas for meteorological observations, and researches in

natural history and ethnology. The territory of the United
States (even in Alaska) is sufficiently extensive to locate

observatories and Signal Stations at points in the country

where the observers are not isolated from mankind, or in

danger of starvation and pitiless cold. The exploration of

frigid and inclement regions can safely be left to the ad-

venturous spirit of individuals, at least until we forget the

terrible sufferings of De Long's train of stiffened corpses

and Greely's dead and mutilated comrades.
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Lieutenant Greely and his Men.

Life at Fort Conger, Discovery Bay, 1881, ,1882, 1S83

—

Departure of the "Proteus'' August 18, 1881—Three
years' observations, researches and explorations lowards

the Pole.—Non-Arrival of Succor, and retreat southwards
- in August, 1883—Arrival at Cape Sabine Octol>er 31,

1883—Removal to Camp Clay Nov. 1—SulTeriiig, Star-

vation, Death—Rescue by the Bear and T/wtis, June 22,

1884—Arrival at St. John's, Newfoundland, July 17, 1884.

We left Lieut. Greki.y and his little colony at Discovery

Bay in August, 1881, busily preparing their camp on the

shore. The house which they built measured 61-4-20 feet,

and was made as secure as possible against the violent

winds and colds of the Arctic winter. The station was
named Fort Conger, after Senator Conger of Michigan, who
secured the passage of the act of Congress under which

the expedition was organized. August i8th, 1881, the
" Proteus," having landed her supplies, sailed for the Un-
ited States; and from that date until July 17, 1884, when
the six survivors and 18 shrunken bodies enclosed in iron

coffins, were landed at St. Johns by the Relief ships under
Commanders W. S. Schley, George W. Coffin, and

Lieut. Wm. H. Emory, of the Bear, Thetis and Loch Garry
nothing whatever had been heard from Lieut Greely and
his men ; they were silent to all the world for nearly three

years—prisoners in the frozen North—but not unmindful

of the arduous duties which they had been deputed by their

countrymen to perform. The expeditions of 1882 and 1883

had failed to reach their ice-beleaguered home—yet, but for

the provisions cached at Cape Sabine by Beebe, in 1882,

and by Lieuts. Garlington and Colwell in 1883, together

with those deposited at Payer Harbor and Cape Isabella

by Sir George Nares in 1875—nothing but the bones and
relics of any of Greely's party would ever have been re-

covered. If the 250 rations left by the " Neptune " in

1882, at Littleton Island, across the open water from Cape
Sabine, could have been reached by Greely's men in the

m
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winter of 1883, 1884—all might have been saved ; but, un-

fortunately, the violent gales which prevailed all winter,

and the loss of their boats, prevented their crossing Smith
Sound to get these provisions.

The ex|)loring party consisted of twenty-five men, in-

cluding Lieut. A. W. Grkei-V, of the Fifth U. S. Cavalry;
liieut. Frkdkkick F. Kisr,iNHiJRV, of the Eleventh Infantry;

J/ieut. Jamks H, L(x;kw(K)D, of the Twenty-third Infantry;

Acting Assistant Surgeon Octave Paw, M. I)., nineteen

non-commissioned officers, and jirivates, and the two
l''squimaux who were taken aboard at Upernavik. The
arrangements for the comfort antl security of the men left

nothing to be desired, and Lieutenant (ikKKi.v's manage-
ment was in the highest degree judicious. There was no
sickness in the party. The men were kept in good health

and spirits by active employment, and such amusements
as were possible under the circumstances. Lieutenant
Grkkly and Dr. Pavy occasionally gave the men lectures

on various subjects, and each man was allowed to celebrate

his birthday by choosing the dinntw, of which all partook.

No jealousies or dissensions marred the harmony of the

little band. The discipline was of necessity rigid, but kind.

A sense of fraternity and common dependence ruled the

spirits of all. Fven the failure to receive supplies and

news from home does not appear to have made the men
despondent.
From August 188 1 to August 1883, when, failing to re-

ceive supplies, Lieut. Greely abandoned Fort Conger and

retreated south to Cape Sabine, the members of the party

were actively engaged in explorations and researches.

During the long arctic night, utterly without sunlight for

135 days, they lived in a house within a house. They
breakfasted at eight, lunched lightly at 11 A. M. and 9
P. M., and dined at 4 P. M. Observations were taken daily

in meteorology, astronomy, magnetism, sea temperatures,

ice thicknesses, tidal motion, and velocity of sound at dif-

ferent temperatures. Military discipline, one hour's exer-

cise per day, and a weekly bath were required of all. The

living apartments were kept clean. National holidays

were observed with an extra dinner, and an interchange of

presents on Christmas. Thus the dread disease of scurvy,
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which wore out two ships' crews for Narks, was prevented,

and a fairly contented life enjoyed.

Arctic research has advanced about throe hundred miles

northward since Baffin immortalized himself in the year

1616. Parry, in 18/7 reached latitude 79^ ; Kane, 80**

30' in 1854; Hayes, Si*' 30' In 1861; Hali,, 82^ 16' in

187 1 ; and Narks, 83** 20' in 1876. Lieutenant LocKW()(jn

stopped ai latitude 83^ 24,' but saw and computed 83° 35',

which most northern land now known, h(^ called Cape
Robert Lincoln. The journey to and from this point oc-

cupied fifty-nine days. At a temperature of minus sixty-

one degrees, hares, lemmings, ptarmigan,sn()w-birds, snowy
owls, polar ')ears, musk-oxen, and even vegetation, exist

and thrive. Grinnell Land was ciuite thoroughly explored.

NoRDENSKioLD discovered that, late in the summer, great

rivers, formed of melted ice, with icy beds and banks, make
travel in the north impossible without small boats. Lake
Hazen, fed by streams from the ice-cap of northern Grin-

nell Land, and emptying into Weyprecht Fiord, was dis-

covered in April, some miles inland from Archer Fiord,

when some open water was seen. Doubtless, in August, a

much larger sized lake, fed by innumerable large and swift

flowing rivers, would have been found. This lake, named
after General Hazen, is the most northern fresh-water body
on the globe, one-fourth in size of Lake Erie, and well

stocked with fish. Lying contiguously to it, and parallel

with the United States Mountains, were two ranges named
after Senator Conger and President Garfield. The
highest land in the latter range, and indeed of all the coun-

try north of Disco Bay, was named Arthur Peak. It is

5000 feet in height.

On the shores of Lake Hazen the remains of an Esqui-

mau village were found, apparently the most northern hab-

itation attempted by the Esquimaux. Here were evidences
of possession by this people of dogs, sledges and iron. It

would argue that at no distant period there was a beautiful

valley about the lake with an abundance of vegetation and
game. That the rigors of the most northern climate are

slowly advancing south is evident in the gradual retreat of

the Esquimaux. From this high latitude they have been
forced several degrees, and that for no lack of game. Add
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lO this the miujratioii of Icelanders to Manitobn, after bc'

coming hereditarily inured to the climate through an ances-

try dating back a thousand years. It is relevant to note

that in 1S24 Scandinavian seal-men found an open winter,

\\\) snow melting as it fell. Kane, in the winter of 185 1,

recorded an average temperature of about minus 5*^. The
I'ohu-'is expedition during the winter of 1872-3 experienced

a tcin]:)erature of minus 40^. Dr. Hall said tiiat the mer-
cery y>v;:3;<'. Lieutenant (ikEELV, ten years later, recorded

a mean thermometer of minus 41^^ with a maximum of

minus 62^"—the lowest degree of any duration yet noted.

Among ihe many interesting discoveries of the party were
some enormous glaciers. Many were found by Lieutenant

Greely in the vicinity of Lake Hazen, the largest of which
was named Henrietta Nesmith. This is the third promi-

nent feature of the Arctics named after women. The
others are Ladv Franklin Bay, and Victoria and Albert

Mountains. The largest glacier discovered, aiid perhaps
in existence, was found beyond Lake Hazen, in Grinneli

Land, toward the Polar ocean, and was named after Agas-
siz. It resembles the great wall of China, and was at first

so christened. It formed the southern ice-cap of Grinneli

Land, and is separated from the northern ice cap by sixty

miles. Looking out on the Polar sea, not far from this

glacier, Lieutenant LocKWoODsavv the northern termination

of Grinneli Land, which he named after Sergeant Brain-
ARD, who followed him persistently and faithfully during
the long arctic night. To the south the southern termi-

nation was seen, and called Cape Lockwood. Beyond was
oi)en water, and across that a new country, which was
named after President Arthur. Grinneli Land, so thor-

( Highly explored by the Greely party, may be called the
land of glaciers. The Agassiz Glacier is now the most
northern, and those of the Grand Tetons, in Wyoming, the

most southern, known to North America.
Geographically, though few changes in Polar maps were

found necessary, the discoveries are not without interest.

Cape Britannia—the furthest northern point on the Green-
land coast seen by Beaumont, is not, as the Engli<5h ex-

plorer supposed, tht northern, but the southwestern end of

an isla.id. Lieut. Lockwood went some distance beyond
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the island which bears his name, but could not get ac-

curate observations on accouiu of the shadows of the cliffs
;

hence he made his official " farthest North," at Lockwood
Island, antl unfurled the American flag four miles nearer

the Pole than Nares had planted the British ensign ; and
beyond this point, the northern coast of Greenland was
surveyed for several miles and depict(>d on his map. The
Esquimau relics collected at Fort Conger were the most
complete ever found, but had to be boxed up and left there.

The moss which the Greely party boiled with their seal-

skin boots at Cape Sabine is almost exactly like the gray

moss which grows on the New England rocks, and has

little or no nutriment in it. Near the grave of Lieut. Lock
wood there was growing when the relief party arrived, some
beautiful flowering moss, and a clump of it, with its purple

flowers, was brought home by one of the officers, to the

family of the dead explorer, together with the flag that he
unfurled at his " farthest North."

Lieutenant Greely, in a dispatch from St. John's, Aug.

17, 1884—thus summarizes the results of his explorations :

*' For the first time iu three centuries England yields the honor of

the furthest north. Lieutenant 1ak:kvvooI) and .Sergeant 1}rainari),

May 13, reached Lockwood Island, latitude 83" 24' north, longitude

44" 5' west. Thev saw from 2000 feet elevation no land north or

northwest, but to northeast (Jreenland, Cape Robei t Lincoln, latitude

83" 35' longitude 38'\ Lieutenant Lockw^jod was turned back in

18S3 by open water on North Greenland shore, party barely escaping
drift in Polar Ocean. Dr Parky, in 1882, following Mahkham's
route, was adrift one day in Polar Ocean north of Cape Joseph Henry,
and escaped to land, abandoning nearly everything.

" In 1882 I made a spring and later summer trij) into the interior of
Grinnell Land, discovering Lake Ilazen, some sixty by ten miles in

extent, which, fed bv ice caps of North (irinnell Land, drams Ruggles
River and Wevprecht Fiord into Convbeare Bay and Archer Fiord.
F"rom the summit of Mount Arthur, 5000 feet, the contour of land
west of the Conger Mountains convinced mo that (irinnell Land trav-

els directly south from Lieutenant Aldrich's furthest in 1876.
" In 1883 Lieutenant Lockwood and Sergeant Brainard sue

ceeded in crossing Grinnell Land, and ninety miles from Beatrix Bay,
the head of Archer Fiord, struck the head of a fiord froin the western
sea, temporarily named by Lockwood the Gi :ely Fiord. From the
centre ot the fiord, in latitude 80^ 30' longitude 78" 30', Lieutenani
Lockwood saw the northern shore termination, some twenty milei
west, the southern shore extending some fift" miles, with Cape Lock.
wood some seventy miles distant—apparently a separate land fron
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Grinncll Land. Have named the new land Arthur Land. Lieuten.

ant I.
(

'I Kwool) followed, going and returning, on ice cape averagiiit;

about one hundred and fifty feet perpendicular face. It follows that

the Grinnell Land interior is ice-capped, with a belt of 'country some
si.\ty miles wide between the northern and southern ice capes.
" In March, 1884, Sergeant Lo.m;, while hunting from the northwest

side of Mount Carey to Hayes sound, saw on the northern coast three

capes westward of the furthest seen by Narks in 1876. The souncl

extends some twenty miles further west than is shown by the English
chart, but is possibly shut in by land which showed up across the

western end.

"The two years' station duties, observations, all cxjilorations, and
the retreat to Cape Sabine were accomplished 'vithout loss of life, dis-

ease, serious accident, or even severe frost-bites. No scurvy was ex-

perienced at Conger, and but one death occurred from it last winter."

On the 9lh of August, 1883, Lieut. (iREFI-Y, in pursuance
of his instructions in 1881, left Fort Conger, and reached
Baird Inlet on Sept. 29. Here he was compelled to aban-

don his boats, and drifted 30 days on an ice floe in Smith
Sound. Intense suffering was endured by the heroic men,
and many signal acts of bravery and humanity performed
for the pii'servation of all. Sergeant Brainard, in a merci-

less stoiin, rescued three of his comrades_/)v';:<?w ioi;cthcr in

a bag, anil warmed them back to life. Oct. 31, the tioe was
driven upon Cape Sabine, and here the whole party landed,

and pitched their camp, naming it Cam)) Clay. During
nine months they lived upon the smail amount of food

brought from Fort Conger, that cached by Nares in 1875,
which was found much damaged by the lapse of time, and
that stored by Beebe's relief expedition in 1882, and by
Lieut. Col well from the wreck of the " Proteus," at Cape.

Sabine, in 1883. When these provisions gave out, the

starved men ate boiled seal-skin strips from their seal-skin

clothing, lichens, and shrimps, of which it took 1300 to fill

a gallon measure. One by one they died, until only seven

were left alive when Lieut. Schley's Rescue party arrived

at Cape Sabine on Sunday, June 22, 1884.

The Relief KxrEDi'iioN:—The /^V,?;, the Thdis^ and

ih*" Alert, weve fiiitd out at the Biooklvn Navv Yard bv

order of the V. S. Covcrnment, in April, 1884, and saiierl

mm the p')!' \ N<".v Yoik i\y\\\ :: ;. and May i 10, undi r

( Minmandci . \\ : : h'w, (icf'. W. ("offin, and Lien!.

VV. II. Em(»ry, [ 1 ihe ivlief of laeiit. Creely's party. ' -



f

TIIK Itlil.lKF EXrEDlTION. 62:i

Bear was bought at St. John's, Newfoundland, and the

'I'/u'tis was purchased by the government at London,
bugland. The Bear was built as a sealing, and the Thetis

as a whaling steamer, at Dundee, Scotland, and were each
:il)out 2 10 ft. long, 30 fr. in breadth, 19 ft. in depth, and
jf 490 tons capacity. These ships were strengthened in

'.very part so as to bear the strain of Arctic navigation,

md provided with stores and every appliance to promote
ihe safety and health of the crew. The " Alert " was the

idvance ship of Sir George Nares' English ICxpedition in

1876, and was donated by the British Government ex-

oressly for this expedition of relief, as a grateful return

Tor the "Resolute," presented to Queen Victoria, eighteen

years before, by the government of the United States,

under the following extraordinary circumstances :

—

\\\

September, 1855, the "Captain fames Budington,*' a New
London, Conn, whaler, while drifting in the ice of Baffin's

Bay, espied a ship twenty miles away. For a week
the two vessels approached each other, and finally the

stranger was boarded. It was the famous " Resolute,"

one of the fleet of Sir E. Belcher, sent in search of the

Franklin expedition, in 1852-1854, and abandoned, two
years before, hundreds of miles away in Lancaster Sound.
The motto could siill be read over the helm, " England
expects every man to do his duty," but ihere was not a

smil on board. The abandoned ship was carried into an
American port, where she was subsequently purchased and
refitted by order of Congress. In the autumn of 1856 the

vessel was manned with an American crew, taken to Eng-
land and fcrmally presented to Queen Victoria by Capt.

Flaristene in person, after his rescue of Dr. Kane. Be-

fore being sent across the Atlantic the Alert was fitted up
with new rigging and spars, and her bow was strengthened
with iron plates. In the Brooklyn Navy Yard she was
further prepared for the Arctic voyage in the same manner
as the " Bear " and " Thetis." The ships made a favorable

voyage, meeting with many obstacles, but none that seri-

ously impeded their progress. On the 18th of June the

Bear and the Thetis^ in company with several whalers,

passed into clear water off Cape York, and being now in

a region where they might hope to find traces of the

I

:^''»«'--^
.
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GrlilLY party, colors were hoisted to attract attention.

The commanders, watching their opportunities with un-

tiring care, thrust their vessels through ice, often five feet

in thickness, by the means of torpedoes and rams, and
reached Littleton Island on Sunday, June 22, a fortnight

earlier than any ship had attained that point before.

Finding there no record of the unfortunate explorers, on
the same day they passed over to Cape Sabine and made
fast to the ice, and parties were landed to scour the hills

for records. In about an hour a cheer was heard, and
soon after a seaman ran down toward the ships shout-

ting, " We have found the Greely party !
" He brought

records which had been discovered, dated October 31,

1883, containing the news :'. the 'etreat, ^^^e location

of the camp, and other ' -,.. i; 'o... T'^t oV 'r's steam-

launch was immediate! -^
l ^ > .< . s^cu '

' >' j encamp-
ment.

It was soon reached, 3nJ lO*^ an ;• jur !r> on. The
sight presented to th^ r sc .0 •;

"'?• ,,: o- the most
wretched imaginable. Qjan cities or <rj^'Mii old clothes,

cans, camp utensils—every' ng but ("^ ' vid food—cov
ered the ground. Vai iMe chronomete ', baroineiers,

and other meteorological instruments were strewn about,

showing the disregard that the poor fellows had tome to

have at the last for anything but life. The tent was an

army wall tent, nine feet by nine feet, and was pitched

with its opening to the northeast. The tiouse was built

of small rocks fortunately found near by, as the party

when they arrived at Cape Sabine were too weak to trans-

port them from any distance. These stones were about

six inches thick, and piled to a height of three feet,

covering a space 25-17 feet. Over the centre was laid

the Neptune's whale-boat, forming a ridge-pole, and canvas

was stretched across this for a roof. Blocks of snow were
banked on the outside to keep out the wind. The door

was on the south side, and was about two and a half feet

by three feet, with a covered tunnel 01 the same size run-

ning out about twenty-five feet. There were no win<^ows,

and their only source of light during the dark, di^ary win-

ter nights was an Esquimaux blubber lamp.

The first words that gave signs of life to the rescuing
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party wore tliixse of (JkEtLY, who said, in a feeble voice,

•'Cut the lent." The front and wesiern sides had blown
down, and the poles were lying across three of the party,

vvho were stretched out in their sleeping-bags, entirely too

weak to lift the burden off. They had been in this con-

dition sixty-two hours. The few survivors were dying of

starvation and cold. A furious gale was blowing, and had
succor been a little delayed, not one would have been
found alive. Very tenderly the heroic men were cared
for. Food was given them with great caution, and as

soon as possible they were taken on board the ships, with

the bodies of all the dead that could be recovered. Only
seven out of the twenty-five were living. They were
Lieutenant Greely, Sergeant Brainard, Sergeant Fred-
ericks, Sergeant Long, Sergeant Elison, Hospital Stew-

ard liiEDERUECK, and Private Connell. Greely, too weak
to walk, was carried to the launch in a canvas stretcher,

while the others were borne through the gale by the

sailors.

After securing all the records and instruments belong-

ing to the party, the ships steamed toward Disco. The
Alert was met on the way, struggling bravely through the

ice, in company with the transport Loch Garry, and on
the 5th of July the ships anchored at Disco. Sergeant

Elison died soon after undergoing the amputation of his

hands and feet, which had been badly frozen during an
expedition In search of food, The remains of Frederik
Christiansen were interred in the grave-yard at Godhavn

;

the other dead were placed in alcohol to be brought home.
On the morning of July 9 the expedition sailed for St.

John's where the Bear^ the Thetis, and the Loch Garry
arrived on the 17th, the Alert having been separated from
them in a heavy gale.

The three vessels proceeded to Portsmourh, N. H.,

where an enthusiastic reception was given to the rescued

and the rescuers alike. Lieut. Greely, clothed in white,

landed with his comrades in the Admiral's barge, leaning

on the arm of L'eut. PowoU. In the ei^ening Secretary

Chandler addressed the people at Music Hall, recounting

the events ot the exploring and relief expeditions. Lieut.

Greely sent a letter which was read to the meeting.

!
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lie saitl that " ncvrr for a moment in our darkest or

gloomiest hour did we doubt that the American people
were planning for our rescue. From day to day as food
failed and men died, that faith and that certainty gave
strength to us who lived."

Aug. 8th the Relief Ships arrived at (iovernor's Island,

in New York Harbor. They anchored north of IJedloe's

island. They were easily distinguished from other ships

by their heavy, black, sombre-looking hulls, by the crows-
ncsts at their topmast heads, and their (lags at half-mast.

'I'he remains of Lieuts. James h. Lockewood, and Fred-
erick F. KisLiNHURY, Sergeants Edward Israel, David
C Ralston, David Lynn and William Cross, Corporal
JosEi'H Ellison, and Privates Whistler, Schneider,
Henry and Ellis, inclosed in iron coffins, were taken
from the Relief ships, and, surrounded by a guard of

sailors and naval officers, including Commanders Schley
and Coi' I [N, and Lieut. Emory, were put on board the tug
" Catalpa," and conducted to Governor's Island, where
they vveic received by Major General Hancock and his

staff, Secretary Lincoln, General Sheridan, Gen. Hazen,
and all the available troops of the 5th Artillery, with the

regimental band and the relatives and friends of the dead
explorers. The coffins were put on caissons, and borne
by the procession to the hospital on tJie north shore of the

island, near Castle William. They were placed on biers in

a darkened room in the east wing of the hospital. No can-

i/o//-i were fired at Governor's Island while the remains
rested (li'-re, except the gun which, at reveille and retreat,

salutes the rising and setting sun.

A mournful incident connected with this solemn recep-

tion of the dead, was the presence of Lieutenant Kislin-

bury's son, about ten years old, accompanied by the la-

mented officer's two brothers. The little mourner walked
with drooping head and tear-filled eyes between his uncles,

until Secretary Lincoln, remembering no doubt how he

had seen his own martyred father, Abraham Lincoln,
borne to the tomb amid a great Nation's tears—took him
by the hand with sympathetic words, and led him tenderly

the rest of the way to the hospital. After the mourners
had gone from tlu» building, a guard of honor was placed

in the roonj, and kept w;Uch by the dead.
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Tt would not he desirable, were it possible, to conceal
from tin; historic page, the chari'ie of canpiibalism^ that

vas made against some unknown members of I^ieut.

(ireely's parly. The fact appears to have been proven
I cyond doubt by the autopsy made on the body of Lieu-

tjnant FkEnKUFCK F. Kislinbuky, after it had been con-

veyed to his home in Rochester, N. Y. Drs. Charlf.s Hi^ck-

I KV and P. A. Mandeville, of that place, after examiiung
tiie remains in the chapel of Ml. Hope Cemetery, made a

^worn statement of what they saw, as follows : "The body
\,'as packed in cotton-batling and wrapped in cotton cloth,

iewed together, all enclosed in a woollen blanket. Ir

Ni'cighed on the table less than fifty pounds. Tiie head was
])erfect, having long hair and full beard and mustache.
The brothers of the deceased man were present during
ihc post-mortem examination, and readily recognized the

body by the face. From the ueck to the feet ciwry partie/e

of musele^ flesh and skin, had been cut off, with some sharp

instrument, to the hones. The flesh on the hands and feet

vas perfect, and not decomposed. No hones had been
l)roken. The organs of the thoracic and abdominal cavity

were all jDresent. There was ample evidence of recent

oeritonitis and gastritis. The fact of cannibalism was
>>

IDlam.

Lieutenant Greely, when his opinion as to the condition

of Lieut. Kislinbury's body was asked by a corresjDondent

of the Ne7i' York Tribune, at his cottage, Aug. i6th, said :

' li is horrible news to me. All these later disclosures

;ind terrible charges come upon me with awful suddenness,

I have suffered more mental anguish these last few dn\s

than I did in all my sojourn at the North, when the chances

were loo to i against me. If there was any cannibalism,

and there now seems to be no doubt about it—tlie maneatin^

was done in seereey, ^nd entirely without my knowledge,

and contrary to my discipline. I can give no stronger

denial. The crew of the "Thetis" can testify that the

body of the last man dead, Schneider, was //(^^z" mutilated,

and the fact that we kept Ki.i.ison alive in the hopeless

state we were in ought to convince anybod)' that we are

not cannibals. When I increased poor I'Jlison's rations,

to the detriment of all the rest of us, not a man com-

I

K

m



6li8 rUOGRKHK OF ARCTIC DIKCUVKIiY.

1

plained, although knowing that it decreased our spans of

life to a terrible degree. "Since my return from Newbury-
port the survivors have called upon me in a body, and
assured me that they knew nothing about the condition of

the bodies of their fallen comrades, and each man solemnly
swore that he was innocent of the deed. "

I doubt if an
investigation will reveal who are the cannibals. Perhaps
those who died last fed upon the bodies of those who died
before. . . . For days and weeks I lay on my back
unable to move. If in n)y enfeebled condition, one or more
of my men fed upon imman Hesh, it was beyond my control,

and certainly beyond my knowledge."—Regarding the

shooting of Henry by Lieut. Grkklv's orders ; the latter

said :
" The case demanded immediate action, and Secre-

taries Chandler and Lincoln and (ieneral Hazen have all

assured me that 1 acted rightly, and that the exigency
justified the means." The following detailed report of the

execution of l^rivate Henry made by Lieut. Greely to

General Ha/en, Aug. 14, 1884, will enable the reader to

understand the last statements in the above interview:

—

" Sir,—I have the honor to report that, on June 6, 1884,

at Camp Clay, near Cape Sabine, Grinnell Land, it became
necessary for me to order the military execution of Private

Charles B. Henry, Fifth cavalry, for continued thieving.

The order was given in writing on my individual responsi-

bilitv, beinsf deemed aiisolutelv necessary for the safety of

the surviving members of the expedition. Ten had already

died of starvation, and two more lay at the point of death.

The facts i.iducing my action were as follows : Provisions

had been stolen in Nov. 1883, and Henry's complicity

therein was more than suspected : on March 20th, 1884, the

patty nearly perished from asphyxia, While several men
were unconscious, and efforts were made for their restora-

tion, Private Henry stole about two pounds of bacon from

the mess stores. He was not only seen by the Esquimaux,

Jans Edwards, but his stomach being overloaded, he threw

up the undigested bacon. An open investigation was held

and every member of tiie party declared him guilty of this

and other thefts. A clamor for his life was raised, and

repressed by me, I put him under surveillance until our

waning strength rendered his physical services indispen-
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sable. Later he was foutul one clay iiiu^xicateil, havinj^

stolen the liquor on hand for general issue. A secouil

time his life was demanded, but 1 ai;ain spared him. On
June 5, the theft of provisions on his part having been re-

ported to me, I had a convers [ion with him in which I

appealed to his practical sense, j)oinnng out that union
was necessary to our preservation. He promised entire

reformation, hut distrusting him, I issued a wiitten order

that he should he shot if detected stealing. On June 6, he

not only stole part oi the shrimps for our breakfast, but

visiting unauthorized our winter camp, stole certain seal

skins reserved for food. I then ordered him shot ; on
his person was found a silver chronograph abandoned by

me at Fort Conger, and stolen by him. In his ba'-;

was found a large quantity of seal-skin, and a i)air of .lal

skin boots, stolen a few davs before from the hunter. Sns-

pectmg complicity on the part of others, I ordered his

execution by three of the most reliable men. After his

death the order was read to the entire party and was con-

curred in as not only just, but c .sential to our safety. To
avoid public scandal, 1 ordered that no man should siH;ak

of this matter until ofhcial report should be made of facts.

" I have the honor to request that a court of inquiry

should be instituted, or that a court-martial should be con-

vened, should the honorable Secretary of War deem either

advisable in this case. I have thought it best not f^ ask

the written statements of the surviving members of the

party for apitendices to this report, lest I might seem to be
tampering with them. I have not asked since our rescue,

June 22, whether their opinions concurring in my action

have ciianged or not, leaving such questions to your
action, if deemed requisite. I necessarily regret that

ciicumstances imposed such a terrible responsibility upon
me, but I am conscious that I would have failed ni my
duty to the rest of my party had I not acted promptly and
summarily."

Lieutenant Greely has published (N. Y., 1885-6) an ac-

count of his expedition in two large volumes. In these he

does not allude to the charges of cannibalism, to the proofs

thereof adduced by friends of Lieut. Kislinbujy and
others,—nor to his own convictions of their truth as ex-
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pressed in the interview detailed above. But as neither

he nor Sergeant Brainard, the strongest survivor, and tiie

active leader of the party after Greely's disability, had
lK;rsonal knowledge of the revolting act, and as none of the

officers of the Relief ships saw or reported any mutilatio;i

of the bodies exhumed at Camp Clay, nor anything un-

usual in such cases except extreme emaciation to skin and
hones in both the living and the dead, it is perhaps not to

!)e regretted that Lieut. Greely refrains from alluding to it

in his book. It is well, iiowever, that the fact, of which lui-

mistakable evidence appears to have been furnished by tlic

autopsy of Lieut. Kislinbury's ghastly remains at Roches-
ter, N. Y., sliould not pass into oblivion, nor be ignored in

any future scheme for exposing men unnecessarily to the

horrors r)f st.uvaiion. Similar misfortunes have happened
to half demenied creatures shipwrecked for weeks, with-

out food, and starving on the lonely ocean, and in other

calamitous circumstances, and mav occur again among
ignorant and ravenous sailors or outcasts ; but we may
l)ope that the United States will not hereafter voluntarily

send her servants to a similar fate in the " Land of Desola-
tion."

In closing this account of the rnf^^ancholy denouement
of the Lady Franklin Bay expedition, and collapse of the

United States signal station in (rrinnell Jyand, the scientitic

results, as estimated by Lieut. Gkeelv on his return home,
will be of interest. An agent of the Associated Press

visited his cottage on Seavoy Island, N. H., Aug, i6, 1884,

and obtained from Lieut. Greely the following data, which
we transcribe with some transpositions and verbal con-

('ensations from the newspaper report :

—

The observations in which, the greatest possible accuracy

V.MS to be had, were those of the declination and deviation

of rho magnetic needle, temperature of the air and sen,

'leight of barometer, and mean and maximum rise and fall

)f tides. On the evening of August 28, 1881, when the
" Proteus " finally left the Greely party at Discovery Bay,

and returned to the United States—the temperature sank
below the freezing jioint, and the icy Arctic wind increased

in intensity. During the first montli the cold affected the

men more than at any subsequent time. In Dec. the
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mercury sank I0500 and 65"^ below zero for several days at a

time, but even in that weather the cook's favorite exercise

was dancing bare-headed, bare-armed, and with slippered

feet on top of a snow drift. During the day the men dressed

in the ordinary outside clothing, but their flannels were
heavy. Five men were generally engaged for a pari of the

day in scientific work under Greely's direction, and in tiie

duties of the camp ; the rest worked usually about one ^

hour a day, and devoted the remainder of their time to

amusement. All slept in bunks. The quarters were heated
by a large coal stove, to an average of 50" above zero.

Evening amusements were playing chess, cards and check-

ers, and reading. Thus two years were passed happily at

Fort Conger, and life was not lonely there, said J^ieut.

Grcely.—On Oct. 15, the sun left them for 135 days, and
a twilight varying from half an hour to 24hours succeeded

;

for two months it was so dim that the dial of a watch could

not be read by it. April 11, 1882, the sun came above the

horizon and remained there 135 days—giving the party a

great sufficiency of midnight sun. During three months
the stars were visible constantly, the constellations of

Orion's Belt and the Great Bear being the brightest. The
North Star looked down from almost overhead. Standing
alone outside the Fort on one of these nights, the scene was
weirdly grand. To the north flamed the aurora borealis,

and the bright constellations were set like jewels around
the glowing moon. Over everything was dead silence, so

horribly oppressive that a solitary man is almost tempted
to kill himself, so lonely does he feel. The astronomer of

the ]jariy said that with the naked eye a star of one degree
smaller magnitude can be seen in the far North than in

our own latitudes. The moon was in sight from one to

twelve days continuously. June 30, 1882, they had the

highest temperature, 52*^ above zero, known during their

stay at Lady Franklin Bay ; the lowest about 66* below

zero, was in Feb. 1883 ; the mercuryfroze and rcmaine l

solidJar 15 days, so intense was the cold. (Dr. Hall re-

corded a similar experience). The mercury in the ther-

mometer invariably rose during storms and high winds.
The highest barometer was slightly above 31 inches, the

lowest slightly below 29 inches, showing a great range.

«
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Tlie greatest variations were in winter the electronietei-

was set up, but, to their astonishment, it gave no electrical

indications.

Thk SiARS AND AuR^.RAS.—The general shape of the

aurora was that of a rib])on ; the brightest displays— noi;

to be compared with those seen at Discovery Island and
Upernavik—accompanied by no crackling sound, were
seen in the northwesterly horizon. Sir George Nares;
reported in 1876 that no shadow was cast by the aurora;;

but Lieut. Greely saw distinctly his own shadow in the

auroral light. A rumbling of thunder was twice heard far

away to the north—otherwise there were no electrical dis-

turbances.

It was discovered that the tides at Lady Franklin Bay
come from the north, ^vhile those at Melville Bay and
Cape Sabine came from, the south, and were two degrees
colter than the north tides at P'ort Conger. Greely used
a fixed gauge—an iror rod planted in the mud—in meas-
uring the ebb and flow of the tide. The average rise of

spring tides at Lady Franklin Bay was eight feet—at Cape
Sabine the highest were twelve feet. Surf was observed
only twice during their captivity. The average tempera-

ture of the water was ;j9 ° above zero, or 3 '-* below treez-

ing point. Foxes anci other animals were seen around
Fort Conger; wolves weighing 90 pounds were killed. Of
fish there was a wonderful scarcity ; but from the fresh

water of Lake Alexander, 15 feet above sea level, a four

pound salmon was taken. From the bay and sea, only

two small fish were taken during their stay ; in fact, few

are to be taken north of Cape Sabine. The vegetation in

all this region, even at the northern Ultima Thule reached

by Lieut. Lockwood, consists of lichens, mosses, willows

and saxifrage. Rain fell rarelv; snow-storms were fre-

quent ; during one, the velocity of the wind as registered,

was 70 miles an hour. Lieut. Lockwood's trips to the

North in 1882-1883, piomised valuable results. Stand-

ing on the 19th of May in each year where Dr. Hayes
stood in the same month during his Arctic cruise, from an

elevation of 2,000 feet Lockwoc?d with his strongest

glasses directecl on Hall's Basin and Robeson's Channel,

could discern nothing but ice-packs where Dr. Hayes
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thought he saw an "open Polar Sea." In 1882, about

300 miles north of Lady Franklin Bay in a direct line, hut

r,ooo miles, owing to open water and broken packs, by the

route he travelled, I.ieut. Lockwood reached th-j high-

est latitude ever attained, 83° 25' N. In 1883 he was
stopped near Cape Bryant, 125 miles directly north from
Fort C'onger, by an open channel extending west to the

coast of Grinnell Land, and varying from 200 yards to five

miles in width—but on the north the ice-packs extended
beyond the range of his glass. If this open channel had
not barred his way, Lock wood was confident that he

could have reached 85 ° N. The only sea animals he

saw here were the walrus (not found at Lady Franklin

Bay) and seal. The deflection of the magnetic needle at

83*^ 25' was 104° west—more ihan 1-4 of a circle. At
Lady Franklin Bay, the needle was never quiet except in

storms. He sounded the sea between C-apes Bryant and
Britannia, but with 135 fathoms of line could not touch

bottom ; Markhan- a few years before got bottom at 72
fathoms, about 100 miles to the west. The northeastern

trend of the (jreenland coast continued beyond his view.

No signs of a polar current or open sea were discovered.

Lieutenant Greely says that if the North Pole is ever
reached by man, it will be done by way of Franz Josef
Land; it is impregnable by the " Jeannette's" Bering Straits

route. He thinks, however, that an open polar sea is in-

dicated by the ice drifting out of Mussel Bay and Soitz-

bergen in mid-winter, and by the northern drift of the

polar pack experienced by Lockwood and Paw in 82**

83' N. It may not inappropriately be added, in contra-

vention of Lieut. Greb:lv's sanguine view, that if there is

an "Open Polar Sea," which Hall and other.Arctic vision-

aries have seen the extremities of only in Dreamland—it

would be such an arduous task to reach it, during the

present cycle of Time—it is encompassed with such mon-
strous icebergs, glaciers, packs, floes, hummocks, and
fierce, biting, hyperborear, gales, winds, and frosty breath

issuing from so manv immeasurable degrees below zero

—

that it may be pronounced emi)hatically, an impracticable

Ocean for man in this stage of his existence. Only the

Creed spirits of Arctic explorers will ever find it. or b©

n
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come habitiih and messengers of Commerce on that unex-
plored main. Only the phmtom ships seen by the An-
cient Mariner will ever plow its waves. Only a race more
sublimated than the Esquimaux or any of their civilized

visitors will ever bask on its circumpolar beach or luxuri-

ate in its balmy islands. As the shades of Sir Hendrik
Hudson's lost crews were seen by Rip Van Winkle carous-
ing at midnight on the classic heights of the Hudson
River—so perhaps some future sleeper may discover the

ghosts of Sir John Franklin and his men among the Hes-
perides of the Polar Basin.

Still, there are earnest believers in the practicability of

reaching the Pole. The latest project is that of Col.

Gn.DKR, the associate of Lieut. Schwatka m his famous
Arctic journey. Col. Gii.der proposes, June -July 1886, to

make a dash for the Pole on foot. He describes his plan
as follows :

r shall embark on a whaler from New Bedford or New London
bound for the north, and enter either Hudson bay or Cumberland In-

let, where 1 will gather a party of natives and as many dogs as 1 can
secure. I shall then put my whole equipage on board of a Scotch
steam whaler, because these vessels go as far into the north water
each year as possible, I then propose to be landed at the most
northerly point they reach. Here I will make a station and pass one
winter, having perhaps previously wintered at the point v/hcre I

gatheretl together my party. From this station I will, during the fol-

lowing spring, move northward to Fort Conger, in Lady Franklin Bay,
where (ircely spent two of his three winters in the Arctic, At Fort
Conger, as I am advised by J.ieutenant Greely, I will find ample
stores of civilized food for my small party, this being only auxilia,ry to

tlie game that forms the chief diet of these people, P'rom the very
minute report of the conditions found in all that vicinity as given in

Lieutenant Greely's 'Three Years of Arctic Service,' I have little fear

of finding plenty of land and sea game for such a party as I expect to

have with me. The native hunters and dog drivers will, as usual,

take with them their entire families—the old men and women and the

children. I hope to he landed by the Scotch steamer not a great dis-

tance from Cape Isaljclla or Cape Sabine. I feel confident of a good
share of success ; fo if I find the route to Fort Conger impracticable

I can easily reach land believed to exist, but not yet discovered, be-

tween Grinntll Land and Prince Patrick Island. If, however, I suc-

ceed in reaching Fort Conger—and I know no reason why I should
not— I mean to make a dash for the Pole over the route taken by Beau-
mont, of Sir (leorge Nares' expedition, and Lockwood, of Greely's

expedition. I'hcn, wtth the advantage of the skilled I-'.sijuimau assis-

tants, I hope to go beyond the highest latitude yet reached. I can, I

think, at any rate establish the northern jiointof Greenland.
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Last Words.—How Lieut. Grekly describes the Re-
treat FROM Fort Conoer, the Landing at Cape
Sabine, Life and Sufferin(;s There, and the Res-

cue, WHEN '' HOI'E," WHICH " Sl^ilNCS KlKRNAI- IN IHE
Human liREAsr," was rekindled anew in the Mori-
bund Survivors, by the shriei, Bi,Asr of the "The-
tis'" whisile— Ounce of Prevenhon — LoNixtN
Geoc.rafhical Society's Medals to Lieut. Greej.v
\ND Sergeant Brainard.

hi Feb., 1883, preparations for the retreat were made
by establishing a depot at Cape Baird, 12 miles south.

Day after day the anxious men looked ofT over Lady
Franklin Bay, expecting the ice to open—so that tiicy

might begin their journey toward home. At last, Aug. 19,

1883, the welcome news that the ice was oi)en was
brought. That very day the parly embarked in the liiile

steam launch. Their dogs had to be left behind with four

barrels of pork and some seal oil to keep them from im-

mediate starvation. The ]iay was crossed to Cape Baird,

a distance of 13 miles, and then the western coast of

Grinnell Land was followed south as far as Cape Hawkes.
Large quantities of heavy ice were met ; and extreme
was the danger everv moment that the little launch would
be crushed. Several times all the boats were nearly lost

The suffering of the men was great. They were now
within 50 miles of Cape Sabine. Striking from Cape
Hawkes direct for Bates Island, the party was caught in

the ice pack and frozen in 10 miles south of Cape
Hawkes. In 13 days they drifted south 25 miles on the

floes, suffering horribly from the cold. So thdv drifted to

within II miles of Cape Sabine, and were obliged to

abandon the steam launch on Sept. 10. The pack now
remained motionless for three days, and several times the

party got within two or three miles of Cape Sabine, only

to be drifted back by the southwest gales. Five seals

were killed and eaten while the men were drifting about.

Eventually a heavy northwest gale drove them by Cape
Sabine, within a mile of Brevoort Island, but they could.

not land. But on Sept. 22, there arose the mo^t terrific
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gale they had yet seen on the Arctic Ocean. Their ice

i^oe was driven hithei* and thither by the tempest, and the

waves washed over them again and again, the spray freez-

ing to ihciii and causing intense suffering to the men. A
night of inky bhickness came on. The wind threw the

heavy floes together, and crash, after crash of ice breaking
frpm their own floe, warned tiie men that death was near

to them. No man knew at what moment the floe might
break up and the waters engulf them. The first faint

light of dawn showed them that little remained of the floe

upon which they were. The sea washed another close to

them. Closer it came, and at last, at the word, the men
succeeded in getting upon it. The storm slowly subsided,

and they gained land at Esquimaux Point, near Baird's

Inlet, on Sept. 29. Here winter quarters were built, and
scouts were sent to Cape Isabella and Cape Sabine. In

a few days they returned. Their report sent a thrill of

horror to every heart. At Cape Isabella and Cape Sabine
were found only 1,800 rations, and from Gaiiington's

records they learned the fate of the *' Proteus." Every one
knew that death must come to nearly every one of the

party long before the ship of rescue could force its way
into Melville Bay. Efforts were made to sustain the spir-

its of the men by lectures and light reading. On Oct. 15,

the party removed to Cape Sabine. On Jan. 18, 18S4,

Cross died of scurvy. In April the rations issued had
dwindled to four ounces of meat and six ounces of bread.

Man after man died, and all hope had fled when, on that

stormy day, June 22,1884, the blast of the " Thetis' " whistle

roused the survivors from the lethargy of approaching
death I

Let the sad story end with this reminder :—If the first

and second expeditions for the Relief of Greely had been
managed as well and pushed as energetically as the third

expedition under Commander Schley, Fort Conger would
have been reached, or adequate depots of supplies left at

Cape Sabine ; or, better still, the instructions of Secretary

Chandler and the expectations of Lieut. Greely accom-
plished by Lieut. Garlington and Commander Wildes in

1883, by establishing a relief party at Littleton Island, with

abundant supplies—" where their main duty would be to
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keep their telescopes on Cape Sabine and the land to the north-

ward " to catch the first sight of the weary wanderers

from Lady Franklin Bay, returning south for food and
shelter, as they were under orders to do, and actually did,

on Sept. 29th, 1883, without finding their countrymen
there to welqpme them. It will be remembered thai the
" Yantic " under commander Frank Wildes, did easily

reach Littleton Island on Aug. 3d, 1883, but left no pro-

visions there for Greely. Lieut. Garlingtor/s instructions

from Secretary Chandlei* were :
—" If it should become

clearly apparent that the vessel cannot be pushed through

to Lady Franklin Bay, you will retreat from your advanced
position and land your party and stores at or near Life

Boat Cove (at Littleton Island), discharge the relief vessel,

and remain with your party until relieved next year.

From this station at Littleton Island, endeavor, as soon
as possible, to communicate with Lieut. Greely by sledge

parties ; the men not sc employed to lose no time in pre-

paring a house for the whole party, and securing the stores

preparatory to the arrival of Lieut. Gkf.klv." Yet, under
these positive orders, though Commander Wildes actually

visited Littleton Island in search of Lieut. Garlington, and
the latter when found at Upernavik by the " Yantic," after

the burning of the " Proteus," might have gone in that

vessel back to Littleton Island,

—

""no attempt \;-;\'^ made,"
says Secretary Chandler, " by either J.ieut. Garlington or

Commander Wildes to establish a relief party at Littleton

Island, for which point Lieut. Greely was under orders to

start not later than Sept. ist" —and, it may be added, did

start on Aug. 19th, 1883. Perhaps one chief reason for

the unfortunate yfrwr^ of 1883, was the failure to start from
St. John's in time. Lieut. Schley started fiom New York
in 1884, about May ist, and reached Cape Sabine as early

as June 22d, by which most gracious providence he saved
the lives of five men, and prolonged the lives of two .

others—none of whom could have survived 48 hours

r

longer without such timely aid. But neither the " Proteus
"

nor "Yantic " left St. John's in 1883 until June 27th, and
they did not leave Disco Island until July 15th and 26th.

Whose fault was this .<* that of '.he Navy Department or

the expeditionary forces ^ Perhaps all the disasters to
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the *• I'roteus," and to (Jreely and his twenty-four com'
panions, might have been avoided if the relief expedition

of 1SS3 liad sailed from Si. Johns and pushed right or> to

J/iltlelon Island and Cape Sabine one month or six weeks
earlier. But, slar'.ing late as they did, it appears to the

impartial critic of 18H6, that the sole purpose of the expe-

dition, the location of a relief party with ample supplies

at Littleton Island, after the failure to reach Greely at

Fort Conger, might have been elTected if the specific in-

structions under which it set out had been followed by its

commanders; and that when Lieut. Ckkki-V ;ind his men
landed fi(j:n the ice floes on Cape Sabine, Sep. 29th, 1883,

if there had been across the open water of Sniith's Sound,

at Littleton Island, a comfortable house, full supplies of

provisions and clothing, and relief men on the lookout for

them, ready to cross in boats and convey ihem to this

snug winter home—there would hAve been no horrible tale

of suffering, starvation and death to relate of the (ireely

parly, and nr censure to bestow on the l''xj"/edition which,

warneil of Greely's extreme peril
—

"//// /Ai'/r Juinds to /he

phmiy ami then timied back^
Royal Gkockaphical Socfetv's Medat.s :— Lieut.

(JkEKLv's and Sergeant JJRAiNAiiD's conspicuous achieve-

ments in the field of exploration, have been approjjriately

honored, at home and abroad. Two out of the three

honors annually bestowed by the London (Royal) Geo-
graphical Society, have been given in 1886, to Greely and
his brave subordinate Brainard. The chief of these honors,

the Founder's Gold Medal, was presented to Lieut. Greely.
Sergeant lii-iAiNARi), who, with Lieut. Lockwoud, made
the farthest northing ever attained, received the I^ack

(irant. Lockwood perished at Camp Clay ; if he had
survived, a first honor would have been awarded to him,

American Fxplorers have received the highest honors
of both the Royal Geographical Society, and the Paris

Socictt^ lie Geographie, ihxnwg the latter half of the Nine-
teenth Century—as has been noted in previous pages of

this Narrative ; and undoubtedly they have earned the most
enduring title to commendation, and have achieved greater

successes and borne heavier burdens in the Arctic zones
than the explorers of any other country. Nor will it be for-
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gotten that the United Slates hasconlrihiited more nation.il

aid, sent out and, unfortunately, sacrificed, more of its naval

an(l military officers, and fitted out greater expeditions

—

ior Arctic researches, during the same period, than any
other Power. It is curious to note that Hknry (.'i.av advo-

cated the first appropriation in iH5o, and that Jellerson

Davis opposed it on the same grounds that led iiini into

the fatal bliuuler of secession.— Lieut. C. F. VVrr.KKs re-

ceived the Royal (leographical Society's Medal in 1848.

Dr. E. K. Kane was awarded the highest Medal oi the

J^ondon Society in ICS56, and of the Paris (Jeographical

Society in 1858. J>r. Isaac I, Hayes was the gokl medal-
list of the Koyal Society in 1867, and oi ihi^Soiidi- lie Gi^ogra-

/>/n'eoi Paris, in 1869. Captain C. I'\ Haij., was awarded
the gold medal of the " Roquette Foundation " by the I'aris

Geographical Society in 1874-1875. Lieut. F. Schwa pka
also received the last named medal in 1883. The list

closes with Grkp:lv and Brainakd in 1886—and these

two almost martyrs to military duty and to the thirst for

knowledge of the Pole are not the least among the seven.

Will the surviving Arctic explorers now rest on their

well-earned laurels—ot does the spirit of adventure still

urge them on ? Capt. Halt, said that he who has once

beheld the eternal ice will return again to look at it.—Col.

Wm. H. Gilder, after a short respite, is again en route for

the Pole, with no backing except his own indomitable

pluck. Will he find there Dr. Haves' " Open Polar Sea " ?

Or the Garden of Fden which Lieut. Greelv, in his

lecture before the Scotch Geographical Society (1885),

located at the North Pole ? Or the Summer Island and
the Lost Race of the Russian Legend ? Or the MA(;NE'r<c

World described by Maurus Jokai, the Hungarian poet-

novelist,—as the habitation of a people who " love one

aw ther truly. When two hearts have found each other

nothing can ever separate them again except death. If

one of the lovers dies before the other he or she does not

soar away to another star in order to be born again with-

out the other ; he or she floats round the other, lives in

the other's heart, and waits till the other dies that they

may together take their flight to the new land of eternal

bliss."—No other such delectable abode exists on earth.
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Thk Oases Greei.y and Lockwood saw in GRiNNEf.i,

Land.

If

I

Sotniif; romjincc asirlo, there are j];oocl reasons for bc-

licvin;; that o;iscs are siill occasionally found in the Arctic

regions ; atul, as we have already shown, the coal b jds

and f)ther signs which have been discovered there, aflord

indubitable evidence that, in some distant epoch, a lux-

uriant vcgiUaiion and genial climate prevailed at or ncnr
the Pole. Lieut. Grkei.v, in his lately pidilishcd book,

describes the oasis he found in (ikiNNRM- Land, within

the ice walls of the coast regions. Sir Joseph Hck^kek,
in 1876, expressed the opinion that (Jrinnell Land is not

ice-capped, as a lareje part of Greenland is, but that it is

an ice-girt island within which vcgctatioti and game flour-

ish. The district corres|)onding with this description,

where Lieuts. Greef.y and Lockwood saw little snow or

ice even in April, is north of 81'' north latitude, extending

about 50 miles north and south, and nearly from sea to

sea east and west. Here they discovered a large fresh-

water lake, a big river, and many long valleys where, later

in the season, flour shed a " luxuriant vegetation," which
served as pasturage for a good deal of game, including

many herds of musk oxen. In these grassy valleys,

within about 600 miles of the Pole, were found abundant
animal life, and numerous butterflies, bumble-bees, and
"devil's darning needles " enjoying the warm summer day.

'The old legends of the North and South Pole, which nov-

elists and poets have depicted with such picturesque effect,

may yet be verified by future explorers, if not by Col.

Gilder himself.

Bir^LiOTHLCA )
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