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Onening_of Two General Çonsulates in Franc e
~i~...~~~

The Secretary of State for External Affairs, the

Honourable Paul rSartin, has announced that Canada will open

two consulates-general in France, one in Bordeaux at the

beginning of December, and the other in Marseille next spring .

The first Canadian Consul-General at Bordeaux will be Mr .

Robert Chcquette, and at Marseille hir, Fugéne Bussiére .

The jurisdiction of the Bordeaux Consulate-

Gen e :al w::.ll ~ncivde ~h-~ of the sokch-west of France

(Poitou, Charente, Limous ;.n9 Aquitaine and the southern

Pyrenees) and that of the Consulate-General of Marseille

the ~~eg :i~ n of th o sou.th-east (including Ianguedoc, Provence,

the River-`_a and Coi-sica) ,

Ci~rric ulv.m -`Iatae

Mr . Choquette -vas born in ?rlancrc s'eM 3 New

Fïamp .3'r.i,re , iJ .S .Ao, in 1905 . He obtained his 'bachelor of

arts at Loyola College in 1926 . After a period with the

IlGazette°` in Montreal he became secretary of the French

branch of - he Association of C3nacian J:uthors and editor-in-

chief of the "Revue I:oderne'I . Following this he served as

ïib : ariar:--?Pcrc }ary at the Ecole des Beaux- ÿrts in Montreal~

He taught at Smith Co' .leg`, North Hampton, i ..ass ., in 1942--43 .

:':i January 1963 lie was named Associate Corrmissioner of the

Ccnt°!uii a]. Ccmniission . Mr . Chnquc tte is a 1~e11-?:nom poet

and novelist ; he has rut'_ished, among _,Ithor ~rrorks9 "Suite
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P1larine" for which he :-^n a special prize of the French Academy ~ .. _

_ in 1954 and "Metropolitan Museum". His "Oeuvres poétiques "

appeared in 1956 . His novels "Le Curé de Village" and "Les

Velder" were made into radin and televisieln serials . Mr .

Choquette is married and has two children .

Mr . Bussiére, who was born in Normandin, Euebec

in 1910 , received his university education at the University

of Laval in Quebec and at the University of Paris . After

se :veral years spent in university teaching, Mr . Bussiére

directed the adult education section of UNESCO in Paris .

He then became director of the Canadian Citizenship Division

of the Department of Citizenship and Immigration in Ottawa,

before being named in 1957 First Associate Director of the

Arts Council of Canada . In this capacity he served as the

first Secretary of the Canadian National Commission for UNESCO .

While exercising these functions L:r . Bussiére also occupied the

post of Assistant Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences a t

the University of Ottawa from 1955 to 1959 . He has also

participated in several international press conferences .

Mr . r.2ussiére is married and has three sons and one daughter .

Backg round Not e s

At the time of the official visit of the Prime

Minister to Paris last January, the Canadian and French

governments, as announced by the communique issued at the

conclusion of the visit, expressed their mutual desire to

strengthen existing links between the two countries . Ac-

cordingly, regular meetings have been arranged by the two

governments and Canada has launched a programme of cultural

exchanges with France as well as with other French-speakin g
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countries, for which $250 , 000 will be set aside each year .

It was following on these developments tha t

the Canadian Government decided to open Consulates-General

in Bordeaux and Marseille . The choice of Marseille, the

largest metropolitan centre in France after Paris, and

Bordeaux, an impcrtant sea port, will permit a useful

decentralizaticn of the activities of our Paris Embassy .
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