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THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL.

I will stand spou my watch, -and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will n
“and what I shall answer when I am reproved—Has. ii. 1.

A .

v——————.

Ry,

o 4 H.BURWELL, Editor.)

THREE-RIVERS, FR]bAY. 21st JANUARY 1831,

y wnto me,

ot

[Vor. La—No. 1.

'K-ETCH OF THE LIFE.OF JOHN WICKLIFF THE
ENGLISH REFORMER.
T {Compiled for the Christian Sentinel.)
’ t;,,.y &R‘?formation of the Ghristian Church in the sixteenth cen-
: l“‘th'o 8 been justly styles a glorious Era, and the names of the il-
b]“s agents in that work by which saccessive millions have
By wh"?‘sﬂ_d, will ever live in the grateful memory of mankind,
g " lle it would be more than injustice to detract from the noble
Yy, CCessful exertions of the great German Reformers in the
010301 Quse of religious truth, especially of him whose name is so
Lu,ly Indentified with the rise of Protestanism—the immortal
o o, r"“t would scarcely be more unjust to overlook the claims
"ttc,ra OWn country to a conspicuous share in this glorious
ton of pure Christianity, in her illustrions WickLirr.
\ 06t but be admitted that, long before the actual Reformati-
"‘tanas. eJected, there prevailed throughout Christendom, in many

. ices
it

W An

] the errors of the Charch of Rome. And while this spirit
Pk - YeTY early discerned amongst the continental nations, it was
thyy ¢ 8veii more early and more strongly developed in England
&g P:p:iﬂy of the other countries which ;u};se aently slho}:)k off
g tyranny. Locking back into the ~celesiastical histor
?n‘::,?“ Bﬁt&ix;;:)wc dig::o:e: t!:at it was not without a seﬁou{
"? theesihat t]he novel doctrine there first broachad by Aug(\;?tine
the o, enth century, that the bishop of Rome was, by divine
l’is}, * head of the Christian Church, was complied with by the
?&t the l:relates:* and thenccounts of succeeding times assure #is
isurpations of the Papal See were often violently and
'Ve,clt:‘ ally resisted by the king and th‘e parliamer}t, the geoplle and
El:},,a:eglg"gyhof the conatry. It will be perccived that in bthe
9 " Stephen Langton, Archbishop of Canterlury, to whom
ﬁvﬂE]i hsh_ nation are primarily so much indebted for many of the
gh‘l?ch erties they now enjoy, even the head of the Anglican
Ope, +w33 often a strenuous advoocate for its independence onthe
“hic it ;. yie Statute of Prowisors or of Preemunire, (a name by
‘eheek 18 hetter known) passed in the reign of Edward I[1. was
E;l ﬂthf)(: ﬂ;xe lPa\pal assumptions from which it never recovered ;
keg R0 there were times when its enactments were over-
‘h,g:l Yet there were periods, when the spirit of the nation
"'eritys" > In which its provisions were acted upon in all their
ut” o . : N . .
;cribin:eare fully justified, from the testimonies of history, in
k:ﬂln to Joun Wickrarr the merit of introducing, not ouly into
- Hopy - Bt into many parts of Germany, the positive spirit of the
1) nnatlon He w « 13 » 1 !
““g » oM. He was the “little leaven” whose powerful,
Eﬁg},sh‘mpﬁrceptible influenee, so infected the great hody of the
L‘h alon asto prepare them for the general Reformation
&% ay d’“quently took place ; for it would be difficult to account
'° Qhur %en and universal a defection from th.e authority of the
'werec of Rome as was afterwards made in England, unless
N P"’Va?ls:(liu:ed that an antecedent disposition f;{)r such a change
e In the kingdom. The same remark will, in some de-
2 g M .
y? Bply to the nations beyond sea ; for to Wickliff Bohemia
iy i ently ; yonc s .
Whle -1 indebted for the origin of the Reformation amongst
ohy g, the new and-—as they were termed—heretical opinions
3 88 and'Jerome of Prague, the well-known victims of
t&!—‘olliersncd : Hi f Great Britain, vol, i, p. 76, folio 1708
* 'thg:’ vol.1, o 4&28‘.2' 1story of Great Eritain, y 1, pe 76, folio .
"Rett’s Hist, of the Reformation, vel i. pp. 128, 187, 8vo, Ed.

S, a strong disposition to resist the encroachments and e- -

P——————

the Council of Constance, having been imbibed from the writings
of that English Reformer. A peculiarity of circumstances produ-
ced about those times, a more than ysval intercourse between Bo-
hemia and England, and in consequence several distinguished per-
sons of the former country became acquainted with the tenets of
Wickliff and imbibed sentiments of hostility to the corrupt juris-
diction of the Romish Chureh. . L

The well known saying that “the blcod of the martyrs is. the
seed of the Church,” was fully verified upon the tragical fate of.
Huss and Jerome. Their countrymen took the alarm, and tumalts
and wars ensued ; but the violent efforts of the Popish adherents.
to crush the abettorsef the growing heresy only served )ﬁ rivet,
to spread and to perpetuate the spirit of opposition to the Romish

.corruptions and the Romish tyranny, ~The fire was kindled, and

raged far and wide ; nor was it extinguished when Luther rose to
give the fatal blow to _tbe nmenstrouy prejensions of the Papal hier-
archy. Thespirit of relizions frved()u:(u)had then been Jong abreadl,
and {ntherfmmd thousands to countenance him in its vindication
and to protect him from the fate of the Boheminn martyrs.

But amongst these high claimants to the reverence and gratitude
of Protestants, we must not omit the name of Wicklift, It was ke
which gave the first wound to the P despot—his writings it
was that communicated the spisit syhich led en Huss to martyr
dom amd Luther to victory. His name merits a high—perhaps the
highest—place amongst the assertors of religious lilierty; and as
a celebrated writer has justly observed, it is a reflection upon the
country which gave him birth, that no statue has ever been ereet-
to his memory. * A short sketch of his life, with the desiyn of
recommending his pretentions to the consideration they Ceserve,
will not, therefore, be unacceptable to any Protestant reader.

John Wickliff was born at a village near Richmond in Yorkshire
during the reign of the ill-fated Edward II. about the year 1524 ;+
and having been at an early age, designed for the Church, was edu-
cated at the University of Oxford. Here he made a remarkable
progress in the prevailing studies of the day—paying the usnal de-
votion to the great literary deity of the times, the philosopher of
Stagira, and pursuing, with the ordinary avidity, that metaphysical
jargon which was denominated the philosophy of the schoolmen
and which gained for its most disﬁnﬁuished professors the high-
sounding but ludicrous epithets of the seraphic, the profound, the
irrefragable, and the evangelical doctors.f  Yet the native good
sense of Wickliff led him soon to dispise these unprofitable studies,
to withdraw his adoration from Aristotle, and to give to the Bible
the precedency over Thomas Aquinas. He entered seriously upon
the study of the holy scriptures, and investigated their important
truths without the usual bias from the vague, contradictory and
unmeaning annotations of the schoolmen. These pursuits, follovw-
ed up with zeal gained him much literary reputation; and this,
conjoined with his pious and exemplary life procured him—in ac-
cordance withthe manner .of the times—the title of the Evax-
gelical Doctor. .

His great acquirements and distinguished eloquence naturall
raised his character and increased his influence in Oxford ; but his
spirited opposition to the Mendicant Friirs who had long been the
pest of the University and who now assumed pretentions which
made them an object of alarm as Well as of hatred, gained him a
d:\gree of favour there which proved of essential importance to
hith during his subsequent life. These religious beggars

* Southey, Book of the Church. t Gilpin, life of Wicklift
} See Enfield’s History of Philosophy book vii. ch. 3.
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THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL. 163

mg;- When I use the word religion, I mean spirituval religion;
g, c..um of the heart, the peculiar principles and prospects, and
Riog ;, ;" of the Gospel ; but_it is undeniable that spiritual reli-
“arg W O be fostered and diffused by the instrumentdlity of out-
CAns prospered by the influences of the Spirit. Ordinances
o *ard means of grace are of God’s pwn appointment, and
i tig > therefore, know them to be hecessary, even if |h‘e con-
‘ Yoy o " Of human nature did not prove them to be so; if then
%mme desirous of planting or propagating true religion in any
) “.n“}’.v or in any distinct body of men, you, must begin by
My, "% its outward ordinances.  In support of this principle 1
M PPeal to the authority of St. Paul, “ Row shall they believe
Vithgy, . *hom they have not hewrd 5 and how shall they hear
ot 9‘-1, 2 preacher ; and how shall they preach except they be
Niepy .a . But I have said that seamen stand peculiarly in need of
My, Uslance, | During a great part of their lives, except those
'fo ™ on hoard the larger vessels, they are of necessity debarred
hgi(,n ‘le Partaking in the most solemn and impressive ri!es.ol re-
“leof’ the greater need is there of their Feing urged to a diligent
"y o1 2€M when they miay he resorted to,” But they are not
i, Uhiect 1o this spiritual privation; they are, at’ the same
"eed’exl’o-“(’d to great and peculiar templations 10 ungodiiness. 1
he ool enter iuto a detail of these moral dangers which besct
hay Iam"!", in the presence of those who will readily anticipate
‘ Yt Would say, hut I would remind vou of the cruelty and in-
‘ k,z ot so, indeed, estcemed and desiznzted by the world at
Bogiy,.. 20t not on that account the less eruel ang unjust,) of ex-
" alte tse poor men to so great and manifold dangers without
!'d«.ge ™pt. at least to furnish them with a preservative or an an-
'y ten;(’f Placing not only their lives in jeojaidy, but their sonls
Ring ol greater peril, for the sake of augmenting vonr secular
FGod "E0 by asmall expenditure, You may, under the biessing
e 18reativ mitigate and diminish those yerils, if not remove
Yiryy Mogettier.  Let me, in the next place, remind you that the
Yy, VA1 dangers to which this class of our hrethien is liable as-
hu‘ * an awfully formidable complexion, when we consider to
"ggika“}' accidents their jives are exposed, how many casnalties
boy <ely 1o shorten their season of repeniance and preparation,
4, 3% are hurried to their account unrepertant and unprepar-
thq, '\lt 8 the other hand; how enconraging aud improving to
ig ), TViving companions to be ableinsuch eases, 1o say, as was
‘ﬁn,,n € amiable chaplain of this institution, when cue of his
'Qllent 8 was swept away hy the walers, *¢ Happily, he wasan ex-
I'?llitu Man, and there was no doubt with those who knew his
dle_" al Plety and consistency of condict, that he was prepared to
* Whiy 18 conduct, adds Mr. Scoresby, was, in every case worthy
“r’, thr°f°S§i<>n; and afforded a proof, if such proof be neces-
) the At religion, when it is real, gives confidence and courage
i, *Ailor, “rather than destroys his bardihood and bravery.
Har poed, no proof is or can be necessary.  Who would not set
‘ h."“n ‘gher value upon the true moral fortitude of a pious man,
D Ny Mimmgveable principles of integrity and faithfulness, upon
hg re kastlrusl in the providenee of God, than upon the blind
"lﬁne: less hardihood of ignorance, the mere animal fidelity ef

Or habit, and the desperate carelessness of falalism ?

(To be Conlinued.)

LYV VRN

LBTTERs FROM .A FATHER TO HIS DAUGHTER.
(Concluded from p. 156-)

LETTER IIL

>~

¥,
! dear daughier,

{ Vg Murpy; Y recurring to your last letter, received at —_ 1

dete, PTised at the number of days which have slipped away since
ned that to morrow, 1 should write to you. Thus it is
N Pelty avocations of life steal away the “performance of
N wil) Tesolutions ; and while we are resolving that to morrow
“m.l-lc“"ect this or that ill habit, or commence this or that re-
ity s tosmorrow brings with it new allurements of pleasure,

h“ me

) . k."en}lr pressing duties, and we defer the more important
Ve .8 till 2 more propitious season®for its accomplishment.
0 time death may arrest us in the midst of our procras-

[

tination, and fix our conditions and our characters for ever. How
important then that we postpone every thing else until the great
concern is safe ! Itis the only one that descrvesa thought, com-
paritively speaking. = The first step to holiness is to be sensible of
our unwor:hiness, and Lo feel a desire to be made pure, and deh.-
vered from sinful propensities aud habits, When we feel this we
shall set ourselves serioush to seek the desired pardon and free-
dom from the domivion of sin. Many make sad mistakes in this
malter. Some think they ought at ouce Jo comprehend the charac-
ter of God and the maunver of Chrisg’s atonement and other myste-
ries of His Providence ; and hecause they - cannot, they beccme
discouraged. But you recollect the blind man whom Jesus restored
did pot see clearly at once, but saw « men as trecs, walking.”
There are many things in the councils of God, of which we must
be contented in this life te be ignorant.

There are other persons who think, or seem to think, that ifthey
findthemselves affected at religious meetings, and are able to make
use of cerlain phrases that arein vague, that is evidence of their
picty. Others lay great stress on certain feelings and think they
must love the Saviour with the same strength and jamiliarity of
affection which they feel towardsany earthly object. We shouid
feel our need of Hun, and then we ghall soon he enabled to feel
in acceptance through him. They it iy that we come to Christ,”
by which I understand the willineness of our vuce proud but now
subdued hearts, to be saved of his jnere mercy and not by our
merits, and to enter upona life of humible obedience to ali his come-
mands.

Therc are many words and vhrases used by religious persons
which probably are understood by themselves. hut which never
conveyed any definite idea to wy mind. 1 tried to understand
them but was unable. - When 1aiq aside all hooks of deep ques-
tionsin theology, and left off endeavering to comprebend any
thing refating to them, and besag 16 look nto my ewe: heart a0l
life, it made me sorvowful and humble, but I hope praverful 5 and
Ifound peace. 1t is Lhe peace of Gid, and passeth alt uadersian
ing. 1 pray that you may fiud it. 1t is sometimes found
way of o stricdife of humble obedience Lo every thing whice,
in his word has required, regacdiess of the smiles and frowns of
the world 5 yet not relying on such attempied ohedience as the
ground of acceptunce with kim. Only secis the Lord—Llie will
certainly be found.

St

Srrrsasstvrtaaas

Fasts are seasans nppointed for deep humiiiation before Ged :
such as the forly days of Lent 5 but chicfly Ash-Wednesday and
Good- Friday. Festivals should be kept with devotion and ten:-
perance; fasts shonld be observed with praver, abstinence, and
inward contrition. 1 Cor. v. g; Joel ii. 15, 18, 17 5 Isaiab xlviii.
5,6, 7, S.—Sword’s Almunac. :

Sundays in Advenl, beginuing Nov. 26.—The four Sundays be-
fore Christmas have the name of Advent, from the Latin~ con.-
pound verb advenire, to come to. They are desigired to prepare
us for celebrating with becoming faith, seriousness, and devotion,
the advent of Christ in the flesh; and to direct our view to that
second aglvent, when he wil) come to judge those to whom he be-
fore came to offer his salvation. The language of the Church,
therefore, in reference to both views of this holy season, is—
« Prepare yethe way of the Lord.” St. Luke iii. 4.—1Ibid.

It may be proper to observe, that it is the peculiar computa.
tion of our Church, to begin her year, and torevive the annual
course of her services with this time of drent;” For she neither
follows the course of the sun, or moon to number her days, and
measure her seasons, according to her revolution ; but Jesus
Christ being to her as the only sun and light whereby she is guid-
ed, following his course ajone, she begins, and counts on her year
with bim. When this Sun of righteousness, therefore, doth arise,
that is, when his coming and incarnation are first propounded to
us, then degins the year of the Church, and from thence are all
her other days and times computed.—Ibid. :

Religion was never yet thoroughly relinquished by a heart full
of the world. The world in return cannot be completely enjoyed
where there is just religion enough to disturb its false peace. In
such minds heaven and earth ruin each other’s enjoyments.—
Hannah More.
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