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 Incorporated by Jct of the Provinciul Legislature
of Cunaday 8 Vietoria, Cap. 80, (1815.)
. . . N e ir"f\llE followiny Course of LECTURES will com-
ES diverses (,I.assos ci-dessous dc‘qvgfwv:‘.\ ouvriront: 1. mence on the 15th day of MAY next, and be eon-
le 15me Mai 1S48 ct dureront six mois. ’

ECOLE DE MEDECINE DE

Tncorporée en 1845, par un JActe de la Législuture du;
Cunade, S Vietoria, ch. 80. !

tinued six wonths ;—

I°Anatomie générale et descriptive B + Anatomy (general and descriptive), Dr. JACKSON,
parle - - - - - Da JACKSON. . Midwifery, and Diseases of Women
Les Accouchements, maladies des ¢ and Children, . . . . Dr.PAINCHAUD, sr.
- femmes et des enfants - - Dr. PAINCHAUD. :Practice of Madicine, . . . Dr. SEWELL.
La Pratigne de la Médecine - Dr. SEWELL. ' Surgery, . . . . . Dr. J. DOUGLAS.
La Pratique de la Chirurgie - Dg. DOUGLAS. ; Institutes of Medicine (Physiology,
Les Institutes de Dlédecine, (Phy- | ele), . . . . . Dr. BARDY.
siologie, &c.) - - - - Dn. BARDY. ¢ Medical Jurisprudence, . . Dr. FREMONT.
La Jurisprudence Médicale - - Dr. FREMONT. !Materia Medica and Phiarmacy, . Dr. NAULT.
La Maticre Médicale et Pharmacie  Dr. NAULT. . Clinical Medicine, . . « Dr. SEWELT..
La Médecine Clinique -~ Dr- SEWELL. ; Clinical Surgery, . . . Dr. BLANCHET.
La Chirurgie Clinique - - D BLANCHET. |[Chemistiy, . . . . .N.AUBIN, Esq.
La Chimie - - = - N.AUBIN, Eer. | geydents attending the above Classes will have the

Les Eléves de cette Institution avront avantage de advgntage of fol‘lowing the practice of the Marine and
suivre la. pratique de P’Hopital de la Marine et des Emigrant Hospital, and of seeing performed many of
Emigrés qui admet pendant la saison de I'ét¢, auncte the most important Operations in Surgery ; that estab-
commune, au moins 1500 malades, sur le nombre des-| lishment receiving, in ordinary years, during the scason
quels on paut compter entre 4 & 500 cas de Chirurgie,| 0 vavigation, upwards of 1500 patients. of whom not
necessitant un grand nombre d’opérations majeures. | less than from four to five hundred are Surgieal cases.

P. M. Baroy, ] ‘ P. M. BARDY, Secretury.
. Scerttaie. | Quebee, 13th March, 1848.
Québec, 13 mars 184S. ¥ NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY.
1]:N conformity with a Resolution passed at a General
-QTPTANR £ ~ane AR T AW : i Meeting of the Socicty, on MONDAY, the 28th
COLLEGE 0F PHYSICIANS & SURGEGNS OF LOWER CAI\.\DA-EUH', notice is bereby given, that THREE MEDALS.
{will be awarded for the Best ESSAYS on the follow-

GENERAL MEETING of the Members of the; Ing subjects :—

Corporation of the College of Physicians andy = FIRST CLASS—TWO MEDALS. .
Surgeons of Lower Canada wiil be held in the Parlia-{ Subject ; Any Branch of the Natwal History of Canada
ment Buildings, at QUEBEC, on TUESDAY, 9th ‘ SECOND CLASS—ONE MEDAL.

MAY next, at Eleven, a.w., for the purpose of consi-!Sybjoct: Any Branch of General Natural History not
dering and adopting a Code of Rules and Regulations| comprehended in the first class,

for the governance of the College. : The Essays to be forwarded to the Seerctary, on or
DANL. ARNOLDI, Ipeforc the 15t of July next, under an anonymous sigua-
Prest. Col. Ph. and bdurg. C. E. ture, and accompanicd with a scaled note, containing
Montrealy st April, 1848, the name and address of the writer, which notes shall
only be opened in the cases of the successful Is=ays.
Competitors are requested to note the class to which
COLLEGE OF PITYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. | they desire their Essays to belong.
- The successful Yssays to remain the property of the
 |Socicty.  The others to he returued to their authors if
HE wext MEETING of the Governors of the Col- {50 required. ‘ :
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada The Essays to be in cither French or Boglish.

for the Examination of Candidates for Licvense, and CHAS, ITENRY PAYN, MD,
those about to commenee the Study of Medicine, will] - , Ree, Sec. of NUTL S,
be held in the Patliament Buildings, at QUEBEC, on 21, Great “t. James Street, Montyeal, €L E.
TUESDAY, %ih May next, at Twelve o’clock noon, March 4, 1848. ‘

" Candidates are requested to lodge their Credentials,
&e.,y with the- Secretary, at least fourteen days Lefore
the meeting,.

MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.
TIHE next Menthly Mecting of this Society will be
AN IS ] - held at the Rooms of the Mechanics” Institure,
A. VON IFFLAND, M.D, on Saturday Evening, May 6, at § o'clock p.ar.
K. Q. Sewen, DLD,
.No, 3, St. George Steet, Quebec, ) o - Keeretury,
Ist Apuil, 1848, 4 Montreal, May 1, 1448, ‘

Distriet Seeretiry.
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BRITISH AMERICAN JOURNAL

MEDICAL AND PHYSICAL SCIENCE.

Vor. IV.]

Arr. L—THE OPERATION OF THE TREPHINE AND ITS VALUF—MEDICO.LEGALLY CONSIDERED.
‘ By A. Haw, M. D, LR.C.S
One of the Physicians to the Montreal General Hospital ; one of the Consulting Phymcnans to the University Lying-in-Tlospital, &c.

Cases of Compound Depressed or Comminuted Fracture; Operation to Elevate Depressed Bone, Remove Specule, or Liberate
Eztravasated Blood.—Continued from Vol. 111., Page 259.

MONTREAL, MAY, 1848. ‘ [No. 1.

123 A. ML, 123/Compound depressed fracture of left superciliary ridge, and Lond, and Ed. Monthly Jour.
i orbital state; absence of coma ; trephined and Hey's saw 1843
| used Died Do do
121 R. C. 40{Compound dcprcsqed fracture at r!ght frontal smus con~
valsions; trephined and elevator used Died Do do
125 W, P. 15 Compound depressed fracture of froutal; trcphmcd to re~
move spicule and clevate . Died Do de
136 M. C. 17Compound depressed fracture of nght lcmporal frontal
! . Iregion ; bone removed before adinission into hospital Dicd Do do
127 A. D. chompourn depressed fracture of left side of forehead;
H ! spicule of bone removed by forccps, and deprcsscd bonc Died Do do
i elevated .
1287, F. 9. Compound depressed fmcwrc of nunt panctal comu ; de.
i pressed bones removed by Hey’s saw Died Do de
129.D. M*M. 41 Compound depressrd fracture ovcr sagulal suture ; bones
| removed Died Do do
130{J. D. 40 Compound dcprcead commmutcd fracture of left panewl
| depressed portions removed by clevator and forceps Died Do do
131:C. M'C. 21 Compound depressed fracture of left panctal trephined to
f remove bones . Recovered] Do do
132, 11. M‘R. 16 Compound depressed fracture of frontal H stupur, lrepluncd
| and Hey's saw used to remove depressed bone .« Recovered] Do do
133;D. M'C. ’GICompound depressed fracture of right side of head ; bones
{ | iremoved by elevator and forceps . Died Do do
134i Fergusson 14 Compound depressed colmmnutcd fracture of night pancta'
near fontanclle ; ehattered and depressed portions removed .
by clevator and forceps . Died Do do
135.G. II. Compound depressed fracture of nght panelal H "coma; I
operation Died Do do
136:D. . 34 Compound dcprcsscd fracture abovc left mastoid process, .
stupor; operation Died Do do
137 . 1L 17:Compound depressed fracture over occnpllal protuberance W
sensibility at first ; operation . Died Do do
138 M. G. Compound depressed fracture over left side of occ:put, ing
sensibility; operation . Died Do do
1391J. C. 52iComnpound depressed fracture over “left side of l‘orehead .
drowsiness ; operation . Died Do do
HO0A. I, 32 Compound dcpresscd fracture of left parxelal ; mscnmblhty I
operation Died Do do
14118, B. 27/Compound depreseed fracture of left paneta], sensnble, .
o operation Died Do do
142/A. W. 20iCompound depressed fracture of left panetal ; sensxblo .
{ _ operation | Died Do do
143{H. M*C. 54 Compound depressed | fracture of left panetul coma' opera.|
: | tion Died Do . do
1444, MR, Compound depresscd fracture over vertex stupor, opera.| ‘
tion Died Do do
145(J. L. Compound deprcsscd fracture at juncllon of frontal with .
1 parictal ; coma ; operation . Died Do do
146]A. S, 30{Compound dcprvsscd fracture over right eyebwv« ; insensi- .
bility ; operation Died Do do
147|J. R. 20 Compound depressed fracture of frontal ; H mscns:bnl:ty ; ope.]
ration . \Died Do do
148 C. O. B. 20iCompound dcprcssed fruclurc of left side of head; slupor o
operation . Died Do do
1491J. L. 24|Compound depressed fracture of nnrh'. nanclu] H SIUPOI .
- operation Died . Do do
150iW. C. 3€|Compound dcprcssed fracturc of left side of crown of he&d .
msenalb:hty and delirium ; operation . Died Do do
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of the Trephine andits Value.
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London and Edin. Jour.

Do do
Do do
Do do
Do dv
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do o
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do

Hey’s Surgery

Louis dans Memvirea del'Aca.

deme de Chirurgic

Liston’s Lectures in Lancet,
1806

Do do

Dr. M:Culloch, Montreal.

Chelius' System of Surgery

Do
Do

do
du

Putt’s Surgery

Do
o
Do
Do

ed ico.Chirurg, Transar,
July 1832

155D, MC. 26{Compound depressed fracture of right parietal ; scusible ;
operation . . . . . . Died
153A. DML . i27/Compound depresscd fracture of left parictal; drowsiness
H operation .0 . . . Died
133/Unnamed . |Compound depressed fracture of right side of head; coma;
H operation . . . . . Died
154{D. M3, Compound depressed fracture of vertex ; insensibility ;
operation . . . . . Died
155/M. B. Compound depressed fracture of upper part of head; sen-
sible; operation . . . . . Recovered
156)). L. 13|Compound depressed fracture of right side of head ; stupor;
. operation . . . . . Recovered
1571A. ML, 11}Compound depressed frncture of right parietal ; stupor;
| operation . . . . . Recovered
138/P. F\. 67/Compound depressed fracture of right parietal; sensible;
opcration . . . . . Recovered
158D, H. 35/Compound depressed fracture of right parietal ; operation | Recovered
160J. w. 20[Compound depressed fracture of right tcnple; stupor;
operation . . . . .. Recovered
161R. R, 18iCompound depressed fracture of occipul ; coma; operation [Recovered
162R. A, 40/Compound depressed fracture of right side of forehead;
sensible, but childish ; operation . . . Recovered
163w, C, 10/Compourd depressed fracture of occiput ; drowsy ; operation{ Recovered
1644. F. 9Injury of right parictal, with fracture and probable depres.
sion ; insensibility ; operation . . . Died
I65(R. M. 46/Injury of frontal, with fracture, &c.; confused ; operation {Recovered
166 ,D. M. 27| Injury of parietal, with fracture, &e. ; insensilulity ; opera. D
tion . . . . . . icd
167 B. M‘T. 206 Injury of right parictal and temporal, with fracture, &ec. ;
sensible ; operation . ) . . Dicd
163R. T. 18/Injury of left side of forehcad, &e.; stupor ; operation Died
169)). D. 8!Injury of left side of forchead &o. ; sensible ; operation Died
170,P. J. R7{Injury of left temple, with fracture, &c. ; stupor; operation| Died
I7HA. W, 20i{njury of left pavietal, with fracture, &ec. ; insensible ; ope-
[ i, | ration . . . . . . Dicd
172D. F. 126 Injury of left parictal, with fracture, &e. ; sensible ; opera-
! tion . . . , ' . Died
173/Fred, Dennison I 4 Compound fracture of frontal, with clevation of bone, from
‘ wound by a quoit; Hej’s saw uscd . . Recovered
12 Compound” fracture of parictal and temporal; trephined
174{A young girl, by Varsem twelve times . . . . . Recovered
175|A man (Liston's case) ‘Compound comminuted fracture ; trephined {0 remove]
' splinters . . . . . Recovered
176jHackney coachman Compound comminuted fracture from a stone; stone re.
moved, and trephine employed to remove depressed bone]
and splinters . . . . . Died
17%Canadian, at Grand ‘
‘i Brulé Compound comminuted depresscd fracture of parictal ; ]
coma 3 trephined on 3rd day to liberate blood Dicd
CLASS IM.—Cases in whick the operation was performed to give vent to purulent collections.
1iCase by Nicolas Fun-
tanus 13{Tujury on left temple; fracture on opposite side ; trephined
‘ to evacuate pus . . . . . Died
2iStultetus’ case (ofticer)} |Fissure of shull, causing vertigo, paralysis, &e.; ttephined
in four places six months after; pus liberated . Recovercd
31Munro, of 42d Regt. Fracture of lefl parietal; trephined to evacuate pus Dicd
4/An oyerseer Ponctured wound with fissure of frontal ; trephined on
16th day to evacuate pus . . . . Died
" 5{A young man . |Contusion’ of scalp ; fracture of frontal ; trephined on 12th
day 1o evacuate pus . . . . Recovered
6 A driver Contusion of scalp; fracture of parietal; trephined on 9th
day to evncuale pus . . . . Died
1A farmer's rervant Contusion of frontal with fracture; trephined on 13th day
: ! to evacuate pus . . . . . Recovered
8/A young man 22 Fracture of parictal; trephined on 29th day to evacuate ‘
‘ pus . . . . .. 1Died
9lA man Compound fracture of frontal; escape of brain ; superven.
tion of coma; convulsions; Hey's saw used on 21st day
‘ to liberate pus . . PN . Recovered
10]A soldier Sabre wound on left side of head ; supervention of coma; )
. trephined to liberate pus ., . . {Died Do. do. Qct. 1834
11|Case of Bennet Slight scalp wound ; trephined on 17th day to evacuate pus/Died_ J. Bell's Surgery
12/A young man Contused lacerated scalp wound ; tiephined on 17th day to
l evacusate pus . . . . . Died Do



Operatzon of tlze Trqp/une and its l/alue.

13
|

14
15

18
19
20

Martinicre’s case

T.

iElizalmth Barron
16
37

|

A Mechanie

A case by Cuoper

Two cases in Uni-
versity Coll. Hosp,

John Wade

Phillip Burns

22\Van Swicten’s case

32
33

34

35
36

37

38

A young man

A young man
A labouring man

A young man
A boy

A woman

A lunatic

A watchmaker
John Biggs

A young man
A man (Adam’s case)

Case by Amatus Lust.
tanus

Case by Guthric

Peyronics' case

A licutenant

LDcasc's cascw

9{Dupuytren’s caso

(young may)

Do do
A young gentleman

2{A man, by Liston
3iF. R.

A boy

A boy
An old man (Thomson)

L. D.

W. L.

{3
2

Concussion ; no fracture; trcphincd 3 weeks after to evacu | J. Bell's Surgery.
30| atepus . . Died Do
30{Wound of scalp; lrcphmcd on 18th dav o liberate pur Dicd Do
Contusion of scalp at anterior fontanclle; trephined on 110+
week to hiberate pus (Recovered Do
Trephined for removal of a :,yplulmc carics of froutal bone l o
and liberation of pus iRecovered Cooper's Surg, Dictivnary
Coma from injury; trcphmcd o liberate pm, matter bothi
! above and below the dura mater . IDied Do do
Trephined to evacuate pus . . . . {Died Do do
4 Do do . S . ‘Dicd Do do
37[Scvere lacerated ecalp wound: trephined on 12th day to]
evacuate pus . . . Died ‘London Med. Gazelte, vol. 2
14{Compound fracture of tcmporal suppurated lrom ear; tres| i ’
phined to give freer exit to puson 38th day . Died i Do do,  wol. 17
Trephined for evacuation of pus two months afier injury to
os frontis - . . RecoverediMed. Chirurg. Timcee, vol. 8
Compound {fracture of fron: tal trepbined on 19th dny to]
cvacualc pus Died Hey's Surgery
Contused scalp wound ; H carics of bonc, trcphmcd on 11th
day to cvacuatc pus . Dicd Pott's Surgery
20 Contusion of scalp; trephined on 10th day 1o cvacuate pus Recovered Do
12:Contused wound of frontal; trephined on 12th day to cva. ‘
cuate pus . Recovered Do
Contusion of scalp over frontal trcphmcd on 20th day to |
evacuate pus Recovered] Do
Contusion over samltal =uturc; t'ep‘uncd on 11th day to I
evacuate pus Died Do
Coutused wound of Gcalp, trcphmcd on 12th dav to ¢va.| )
cuate pus . Recovered Do
13|Contused wounds of scalp lrcphmcd on 15th day to eva. ‘
cuate pus Recovered Do
24 Contused scalp wound over panctal trcphiucd on 12th day} ‘
to evacuate pus . . Died Do
{Trephined over frontal sinus 'to liberate pus Recovered)J. Bell’s Surgery
{Wound on forchead ; trephined a fortnight afterwards to .
liberate pus . . . . . Died Lond. Med. Gazette, vol. 22
9/Injury on right temple ; trephined twice to cvacuate pus  {Recovered Guthric on Injurics of Head
16{Trephined to liberate pus . Recovered]| Do. do
Contused wound of parictal ; trcphmrd to cvncuatc pus
below dura mater, which was opencd . itecovercd|Saucerote sur contre coup
Contused wound of frontal from spent ball trcphiucd at,
expiration of third week to liberate pus . . Died Quesnay®s Memoire
[ (Reeovered iy, P[ulhp s Lectures on Sur.
gery in the London Med.
Gazette.
Rccovered Do do
Died Do do
Contused wounds; denuded cranium; trephined for | |Died Do do
{ the evacuation of pns-—3 before the 10th day, 3 irom{ Died Do do
10th to 15th, and 5 after the 15th . Dicd Do do
Died Do do
Died Do do
Dicd Do - do
{ Died Do do
Dicd Do do
ln;my ot head from kuife; tupluncd some years aftor {o
liberate pus . . Recovered|Hennen's Military Surgery
Puncture into substance of brain to liberate pus . Recovered|Couper’s Surg. Dict.
Fracture of frontal bone; trephined on account of urgent
symptoms ; abscess in substance of brain . Died Do do
Injury on ccciput; trephined to liberate pus, none found;; ‘
‘abscess an opposite side . Died Liston's Lect., in Lancet, 1844
12{Compound fracture (almast pumturcd) of rxg‘)t paucla" ‘
trephined on 21st day to liberate pus . Recovered Do do-
Compound fracture of frontal, extending to pancta} ; coma
removed by V. S.; trcphmcd twice, the second time to
liberate pus . Recovered: Potts Surgery
14{Compound depressed fracl.urc of frontal, coma H lrephmcd ‘
to elevate on 1st day, and on 19th day to cvacuate pus |Died Do
Depressed fracture of parictals along sagittal suture; tre.l. ‘
phined on 22d day to cvacuate pus and elevate . Died J. Bell’s Surgery
12{Compound depressed fracture of anterior fontanclle; tre.| =~ T
phined on 30th day to evacuate pus Died Do i
Compound depres%ct{ fracture of frontal ; lrcphmcd on lath .
day to clevate and evacuate pus . . Died Do



Operation of the Trephine andits Value.

1, Thomas Price
2|8chmucker’s case
3)Alphonze Crozet
4|Caroline Holioke
5/John Ross

6}A lieutenant-coloncl
7|David's case

‘8 Soulier's case
8{Peyronie’s caso

10}Sir A Cooper’s case

11
12
13
14

15
16

17
18,

19! Do do (nubleman)
20{Boucherry's case

Green's Case (A. B.)
Will's case (T. H.)
Cline's

man)
. W,

case  (young

A young man
Marcchal's case (a girl)

Blake's case (soldier)

Rhodius' case (lady)

91iMarechal’s'case
2 v § 1 case

gg|Morel's % 2 care
24 Vacher s case

liberate blood, and sixtecn days after on opposxtc side to|
liberate pus . . P .

CLASS 1V.—Miscellancous Cases.

Trephined to remove caries of vertex from jnjury received,

Trephined to remove a caries of frontdl and pancml bones ;
not the result of injury .

Scalp wound ; concussion; trephmed without obvious cause

Trephined three times for removal of a carious bone situ-|
ated at anterior fontanelle . . .

Trephined cight times for rcmoval of a carious bone on
vertex ; the result of injury -
Trephmed twice for remuval of a canoua bonc and libera.

Chronic inflammation of dura mater, with supprcss:on and
caries; trephined nincteen months aficr aceident to re.

! move caries and liberate pus .

Trephined to elevate picce of bone; supposcd cause ol' cata-
lepsy, caused by injury four years before

Trephined to arrest epilepsy, consequent on iujury ol‘ head
received four years before ; removal of spiculi

Trephincd for supposed injury of head, inducing insanity
Concussion ; trephined three tinics to relieve *¢ uncomfortable
sensation in head” after coma . . .
Case cimilar to the last .
Contusion of scalp; fracture of. lcmpoml and pancl.al
coma ; trephined 12 times to remove coagula .
Dpl{]eps% following a blow from fist on right parietal; tre-
ine .
'l"r%phmed to remove a fixed pam in the nead a fow drops
of pus followed .
Trephined for similar symptoms succeedmg a blow on head
'l‘r:phmed three times for injury of head received ten months
efore .

(To be Lontznucd)

Recovered

many months before . Died
Fungus of dura mater; diseased bonc H trcplxmed eleven

times in less than a month . Recovered
Contusion of occipital; trephined twelve months aftcr to|

remove a carious bone . Recovered

Recovered
Recovered

Recovered

Recovered

tion of pus; not ostensibly the result of injury . Recovered|
Carics of nearly the whole of frontal ; cause not gwcn; the
whole removed by trephine and saw . Recovered

Died
Dicd
Recovered

Recovered

Recovered

Recovered
Recovered
Recovered

Recovered
Recovered

Recovered

Trephined for relief of epxlcpsy aftcr m]ur) . Recovered
D do . . Recuvered
do do Recovered
Tre hmed for acuto pain of head; uot result of injury.
ee Quesnay's M ommre) . Diced

4
53 H. M. Liston's case Punctured wound of frontal; trephined in 12th week to cle-

vaie bone pressing on brain and to liberate pus . Recovered|Liston’s Practical Surgery
60John Gribi Compound depressed fracture of parictal ; trephined on Sth

day to clevate and evacuate pus . . Died Rvari’s Med. and Surg. Jour.,

vo

61 Samuel M*Kellar Compound depressed fracture of parictal and frontal; tre.

phined on 24th day to cvacuate pus Dicd London Mcdical Gazette, vol, 1
62/A man (Adam's cage) Compound depressed fracture of frontal on left side; wound

of right side ; supervention of coma; trephined to liberate

pus Dicd Do do vol. 22
63/A sailor Punctured wound of cramum, with contusion of scalp ;

trephined about 21st day to evacuate pus Died Pott’s Surgery
64)Larrey’s case (soldier) | [Musket bullet penctrating os frontis; passing ob]xquc]v

backwards to lambdoidal suture; trephmcd to liberate

pus and bullet. . Recovered|Cooper's Surg, Dict.
65|Peyronies’® case (child) Injury of parictal; coma; trcphmcd to cvacuatc blood

dura mater opencd on 28th day to evacuate pus . RecoveredjSauccrote sur contre coup
66(A man Contused wound of right panetal ; comaj; trephined to

liberate blood, and sixteen days after on oppo:xte side to

: liberatc pus Recovered Do do

67|Chauvin’s case Compound {racture of nght parxctal' coma trcphmcd to

liberate coagulum, and twice on cpposite side to librate

pus Recovered;Quesnay's Mcmoire
68|Case of Rollison Fracturc of nght panetal trephmcd first to evacuate blood,

and second on opposite side to liberate pus Reeovered Chelins’ System of Surgery

. 69}A boy Compound fracture of frontal; coma removed by A

trephinea cwice ; the second time to liberate pus Recovered!Pott’s Surgery
70/Brodic’s cage (man) Fracture of panetal extravasation ; trephined to remove

coagulum, and a second time to evacuate pus . Died London Med. Gazette, vol. 1
71/A man Contuced wound of right parietal; coma; trephined to

Saucerote sur contre coup

Lond. Med. Gazcite, vol. 2
Cooper's Surg. Dict.
Ryan’s Journal, vol. 5

Lond. Med. Gazctte, vol. 1
Do do vol. 5

Louis dans Memoires de I'Aca.
demic do Chirurgie

Quesnay’s Memoirs
Do
Do

Chelius® System of Surgery

Do do do
Do do do
i Do do do
|
{Warren's Cases in Surgery
Do - de
Sauccrote sur contrs coup
Guthric on Injuries of 1lcad
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do
Do do



Case of Asphyxia, causcd by Spusm of the Thoracic and Abdominal Muscles,

Ant. HI—NOQTES OF A
ED BY RUEUMATIC
OF THE THORACIC
SINGULTUS.

By Roenr L.

CASE OF ASPHYXIA CAUS-Ithe catheter would he rendered unnecessary 3 and con-

il’ﬁ;gg‘\)xll% ;’S?{&,‘i‘:if? z isequently the enlargement of the testis would be more
T To the latter organ, an ointment,

tlikely to subside.
MacDusxenn, M.D., ;('on\lm\cd of merewrial vintment and l.)c}lndunn:l,“ riN
Licentiate of the King and Queen’s College of l’h_:/siv!uns.§“|fl"“"l5 :n‘nf as he now, for the first hme,‘complamcd
and of the Royal College of Surgeons, Irelund ; Lcctzu‘cr;“‘ spasms in the calves of thc.lngs and (‘hnghs; warm
on the Institules of Medicine, McGill College ; Physician baths, with diaphoretics and opiates were' ordered, and
to the Montreal General Hospital, &c. | frictions with the hair glove were employed with great
Captain H,, aged 28, of strong muscular development, ! benefit, . .
temperate habits, fond of violent exercise, and enjoying] The next morning, i e, April 5, he was so much
excellent health, was attacked last October with simple ; better that he got up, but soon returned to bed, in con-
continued fever, which lasted about ten days, leaving |sequence of the increased pain of the testis,
him in a very weak condition.  About a month after,|  From the hour that the nitrate of silver was ap-
he was seized with maculated typhus, from which he plied, sl difliculty of emptying the bladder ceased,
recoveted, but had scarcely regained strength enough to:and the stream of urine became larger thay it had
go about, when unfortunately one of his children con--been for several vears. On Thursday the 6th, the
tracted small-pox, and communicated the disease to her fimprovement continued : he passed a good night ;
father ; but, having been vaccinated, the malady as-iand the following morning he exclaimed, on my enter-
sumed a mild form, and he was soon able to return toling his chamber, that “he was all right now, except
his duty. “for some museular pains about the chest”—like those
During each of the foregoing attacks, he suflered,he had frequently experienced after a hard game at
from difficulty of passing water, caused by a stricture irackets or cricket. There was not at this time any dif-

situated between the membranous portion of the canal;

and the neck of the bladder—for which he had con-
sulted Mr. Guihrie nine vears ago; and, being anxiousto
get rid of such a troublesome companion, he placed
himself again under my care.

I found that, with difliculty, a No. 4 (Weisz) bougie
conld be intreduced, and having placed him under the
necessary restrictions as to diet and exercise, I com-
menced the treatment by dilatation.  The stricture was

soft and yielding, and consequently the improvcmcm[
was rapid, and very soon a No. 11 bougie could be:
casily introduced. :

About this time he over-exercised himself at rackets,
and the same evening dined at mess, and took a small!
quantity of champagne and claret—wines, which, it is
needless to say, 1 had strietly prohibited. !

The same night he sent Tor me, as he was suffering’
from complete retention of urine 3 and, on my arvival, I
drew off about a pint and a half of water, and having’

administered an anodyne, I left him gready relicved. |

The next morning, the instrument had to be introdue--
;

ficulty of breathing, or inability to move; his skin was
perspiring freely ; his pulse 76, soft and [ull 5 there was
no thirst; his appetite had improved, and he had just
eaten a raw egy, of which he had always been ex-
tremely fond. ‘

I visited again him at 4 o’clock p.m., and found him
mueh changed.  His surface was cold, feet and hands
blueish, great aifficulty of breathing, respiration 48 in
the minute ; pulsc 80, small and weak ; countenance
anxious. Though he articulated distinetly, yet he could
not speak a aentence in a continuous manner, but fad to
stop to Ll breath between every two words. In addi-
tion to these symptoms, he was tormented with frequent
hiccough, four or five paroxysms of which, would follow
one another rapidly, and terminate in a deep groan,  Any
attempt to speak, or to swallow food or drink, brought cn
a paroxvsm in a more aggravated form. The chest was
quite fized, o appearance ol contraction of the pecto-
rals or intereostals 5 the scaleni were acting vigorously,
and the alw nasi were dilated at each inspiration, It
was quite evident that the abdominal muscles were also

ed again, and he complained of fever, and nausen,:inactive, being aflected with permanent spasm ; the di-
for which the ordinary remedies were prescribed.  In’ visions of the reeti were well marked, and their fleshy
the evening, the febrile symptoms had greatly abated,! portionsstood out prominently inrelief. He complained of
but the nausea had increased 5 and a pill, composed ot} pain along the margin of the ribs, and under each mam-

one drop of creosole, and a sixth of a grain of acetate of;
morphia, was preseribed—one to be taken every six
hours.  The first pill allayed the sickness of stomach,
and he felt so much better the next morning, that he
tovk a mutton-chop for breaklast, and ate with re-

mary region, which was greatly increased by pressurc ;
but, as there was neither redness nor tumefaction, I at first
thonght, that the sudden change might have arisen from
a recent attack of plewritis or pericarditis. A careful
examination spon convinced me that neither of these

lish, some beefsteak at his dinner.  The only symptom
" of conscquence was the dificulty of passing water,
and slight swelling of the Jeft testis.  As the difii-
culty ol emptying the bladder, was evidently produc-|chest, and spasmedic contraction of the abdominal mus-
ed by spasm of the membranous portion of the ure-{cles.  Sinapisms, followed by listers, were applied over
thra, the nitrate of silver was applied to this part,| the painful parts 3 antispasmodics and opiates adminis-
by means of Lallemand’s Porte Cuaustique, with the!tered; warmth applied to the feet and surface, and the
view of subduing the inflanimation, which, therc was no, strength supported by gentle stimvlants and nutritions
doubt, existed at this pertion ef the canal, and by thus! diet,

removing the cause of the spasm, the intreduction off  When 1

affections existed; and that the lungs were also free
from discase. I at once concluded that there was in-
flammation with spasmodic fixation of the muscles of the

sawy him again at 9 o’clock p.m., he was
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much relieved.” He was able to sit up in bed; the
hiccough had not annoyed him for the last hour or more;
he could speak a sentence continuously without taking
breath ; he ate a plate of jelly, and drank some coffee.
Directions were given to continue the 1redicines during
the night.*

It appears that he remained in a comfortable state
until 12 o’clock that night, when the hiccough and
dyspnea retarned in a more severe form, and continued
1o increase until morning, when I found him in a dying
condition : no pulse, feet and surface cold, chest fixed,
and abdominal muscles in the same rigid condition.
No pain, except under the breest and along the margin
of the ribs. 1 am anxious to draw attention to this fact,
for, at the consultation which took place about an hour
after, one of the gentlemen pressed so heavily 1o elicit
pain, that the groan which followed was considered by
all present, except myself, as proof of abdominal tender-
ness, though much less force would make a perfectly
healthy person wince. The lips, ears, and nose were
cold and blue ; Ae lay upon his abdomen, but requested
to be supported in the erect posture.

A consultation was soon after held, at which Dr.
Crawford, Dr. Mahony, Inspector-General of Hospitals,
and Dr Staunton, Surgeon, Royal Artillery, attended.

I explained fully to these gentlemen my views of the
case. That 1 considered our patient was free from all
lesions of important organs ; that the muscles of the chest
were in a state of spasm from rheumatic inflammation,and
that this spasmodic contraction had extended to the ab-
dominal muscles, and that the process of respiration was
carried on solely by the diaphragm and cervical muscles,
.and as the diaphregm was affected with frequent irre-
gulai spasmodic contractions, as proved by the distress-
ing hiccough, the @ration of the blood was inadequately
performed, and, as a consequence, asphyxia was setting
in.. In proof of this view, 1 drew their attention to the
fixed condition of the chest and abdomen, to the inordinate
action of the cervical muscles, to the dilatations of the
ale nasi, to the excited respiration, to the congested lips
and cold extremities, to the absence of pain of the ab-
domen, and particularly, to the details of the case—but
all to no purpose. Dr, Mahony had, upon the first
glance at our patient, pronounced him labouring under
enteritis and peritonitis ; and, to prove his position, all
the above facts were endeavoured o be explained away.
The countenance, which was evidently that of a man
dying from imperfect oxygenation of the blood, was by
one considered most strikingly characteristic of inflam-
mation of the bowels; by another, as having quite the

aspect of cholera ; whilst a third suggested that probably.

the drop of crevsote had burned a hole in the stomach,
and had thus given rise to peritonitis! The position of the
paticnt (on his back with hislegs drawn up), was consider.

* ] have since learned from an intimate friend of his, who vi.
sited him at 7 o'clock, that he was then even better than when I
saw him at 9 oclock. The hiccough had ceased; he did not
suffer much from dyspncea, and spoke confidently of being able to
go down stairs the next morning, and, in fact, had arranged to
transact some husiness the next day with this gentleman,

ed another unequivocal sign of inflammation, though a few
moments before, he had been lying on his abdomen, and
even before they had left the room, he had turned on
his side. His tongue was brown; here was another
most convincing symptom, though they were fully in-
formed, that this colouring arese from his .taking coflee
without milk as his drink for the two preceding days ; but,
above all, 1he groan elicited by the squeeze of the bowels
was considered as guite pathognomonic. Having now
proved to their satisfaction that enteritis was present,
the next point was to determine upon the treatment.
Leeches and cupping were in turp rejected. Dr. Ma-
hony declared he would like 1o try chloroform ; but, as
he did not inform us, I am still at a loss to comprehend,
upon what principle it was likely to prove useful to a
dying man.

Two hours after this consullation, our patient died,
and on Monday, the 10th, about forty-eight hours
after death, a post mortem examination was made, in
the presence of Drs. Crawford, Mahony, Staunton,
Anderson, surgeon 77th regiment; Barrrett, assistant-
surgeon T7th regiment, and myself. Though Drs.
Anderson and Barrett had not seen the patient during
life, and would have preferred staying away, yet they
were requested by Dr. Mahony to attend, that such an
opportunity for perfecting themselves in diagnosis and
patholegy should not be allosed te escape. Two hospital
serjeants were also in attendance, with buckets and
basins, to collect the fluid to be found in the peritoneum,
the product of inflammation.

On dissecting off the integuments of the chest, we
found a collection of pus diflused between the muscles
and integuments of the left infra-mammary region. Tt
was spread out evenly, and no trace of a sac was dis-
covercd. There was no matter on the right side, but
the muscular structure was highly injected, the increased
redness being quite perceptible through the transparent
costal pleura. This appearance was first noticed by Dr.
Barrett, who now admits that this colouring, which he
at first supposed to be seated in the serous membrane,
was the result of increased vascularity of the muscular
structures, seen through a transparent medium. The
diaphragm was healthy.

The following statement, drawn up or. the spot, at
my request, will show with what justicz my diagnosis
was impugned, with what species of reasoning some
persons are satisfied, who, nevertheless, propound their
opinions in a most dogmatical manner, and with what
proofs they were supplied, to excuse their very profes-
sional conduct; in circulating so industriously, in official
reports, in gossipings in the high.ways and by-ways, in
téte 4 téte conversations with old women of both sexes,
in vapourings afler mess dinners—the charge, the
calumnious charge, that I had mistaken the nature of
the disease, and bad overlooked, and conseguently ne-
glected to treat, a malady, so significantin its symptoms,
s0 amenable to treatment, and so fatal when ncglected,
as inflammation of the bowels and peritoneum.

(Copy.)

We have carefully examined the cavities of the chest and
abdomen of the late Captain H., and have not found any
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morbid appearance sufficient to account for death, or any
indication of inflammation of the stomach and intestines.

(Signedy M. Manony, M.D.,
Inspector General of Hospitals.
Js. Crawrorp, M.D.
Cus. F. StavnTos, M.D.,
Surgeen Ordnance Medical Dept.
GEORGE ANDERSON,
Surgeon 77th Regiment.
W, Bareerr, M.D.,
Assistant Surgeon 77th Regiment.

1 may however state, that the lungs were much con-
gested, which was admitted by all present, though,
according to some, this change was the result of gravi.
tation, particularly as the congestion was most marked
at the posterior portions of these organs. Having found
it difficult to obtain a statement of the appearances that
‘were present, 1 insisted on having one, stating those
which were not present, which will account for the
‘Dbrevity of the above document. The brain was not
cxamined, for there were no symptoms during life,
indicating cerebral derangement, with the exception of
the usual phenomena which immediately precede death
in cases where finpure blood is sent to the brain; be.
sides, the widow of the patient made a special request,
that the examination should not extend to this organ.
The bladder, liver, and kidneys were fiee from discase.

I would wish it to be distinedy understood, that I do
not intend the foregoing remarks to apply to my friend
‘Dr. Crawford. Though he differed from me at the
consultation, yet I am sure that, even had I been mis-
takeun, he would not have published the matter to my
prejudice ; and I have rcason to know that my friends
Drs. Anderson and Barrett were not spectators of their
owan accord, but were summoned to witness the great
diagnostic tact, and profound patholegical acumer, of
their Principal Medical Officer ; and itis needless to add,
that 1 should not have made the foregoing disclosures
had not the greatest latitude been indulged in, for the
cirealation of reports injurious to my character as a pro-
fessional man, during the interval between the death of
the patient and the post mortem examination.  Will it
he credited, that in less than two hours after the patient’s
death, his aftlicted widow was put in possession of the
particulars of the consultation ? and to assuage her grief,
no doubt, she was informed, that her husband’s medient
attendant, in whom he had ever placed implicit confi-
dence, had mistaken the nature of his discase !

There cannot be much doubt that the aflection of the
thoracie and abdominal muscles described in the fore-
going case, was purely of a shewmatic natre.  This
view is supparted by the manner in which the disease
set iu, namely, by pains and spasms of the legs and
thighs, by sweating, attended with litdle fever, and not
productive of much relief, by the absence, at first, of
general disturbance of the system, by the migratory cha-
racter of the pains and spasms, which, in the latter
stages of the malady, became more localised, and by
the result of post mortem investigation 3 in ali these
particulars, the characteristics of musculsr rhewmatiom
were exemplified.  With the natwre of museular vhou-

matism of the chest, or pleurodynia, British practitioners
have long been familiar, and its diagnosis and treatment
are well understood.  Us termination in the formaticn
of pus, has not, however, been freguently aliuded to, nor
do we find any account of its inducing, by reflex action,
spasms of the diaphragm, as illusirated in the above in-
stance. But with the peculiarities of Theumatism of the
abdominal muscles, British authors appear to be less
familiar, for, with the exception of McLeod, I cannot
find even a reference to the disease in any of the works
within my reach, and he alludes to it so very briefly,
and in such qualified terms, as to induce us to believe
that he was merely hazarding a conjecture as to its
occasional occurrence, rather than giving an accurate
description of its peculiarities. It is to the researches of
Chomel, Grissolle, and Genest, that we must look for a
complete account of this form of rheumatism, and as
many of my readers may not have access fo these
works, [ shall make no apology for laying before them
Chomel’s description of the disease, which he designates
Pre-abdominal Rheumatism °

“Et d’abord le principal signe 3 noter, signe quasi—

pathognomonique, c’est que la pression abdominale,
toute douloureuse qu'elle’sst, n’est pas néanmoins ce qui
¢xaspére le plus la douleur ; I'éxaspération est plus vive
et plus cruelle par les mouvemens que la malade essaje
de faire pour se retourncr dans son lit, ou pour se metire
sur son séant; et cela se congoit aisément, puisque de
tels mouvemens exigent la contraction des muscles
affectés ; d’ott il n'est pas moins facile de comprendre
que les malades doivent forcément demeurer en decubi-
tus sur le dos, empéchés qu’ils sont de se remuer, vu la
subiie éxaspération de la douleur A leurs moindres
tentatives. Lorsque la douleur est due A une gastrite,
4 une entérite, ou A une péritonite, elle s’éxaspére
autant et peut-étre beaucoup plusencore, parla pression,
que par les mouvements auxquels participent activement
les museles des parois abdominales. -
“ Au surpluz—ce n’est gucre avec la gastrite ou Pen-
térite qu’on peut confondre le rhumatisme pré-abdomi-
nal; car la douleur que accompages les inflammations
soit de Pestomac, soit de lintestin gréle ou du gro:-;
intestin, est plus circomscrite, plus localisée, moins
diffuse, et puis il y a, dans le premier cas, ‘trouble
notable des fonctions gastriques, soit depuis longtemps,
soit actuellement; dans le sccond cas, il y a aussi des
signes qui ne peuvent manquer du c61é des dernidres
voies.  Or, ni 'un ni Pautre ordre de ces phénomenes
ne vient dordinaire compliquer le rhumatisme en ques-
tion. :

¢ Cest surtout avee la péritonite, comme nous I’avons
déja dit, que la confusion est possible. La présence ou
absence de la fiévre et des vomissemens, voili encore
apres Ia consid¢ration du mode suivant lequel la dou.
leur s’éxaspére le plus vivement, une autre source
importante de diagnostic ; fiévre et vomissernent dans Ja
péritonitc apyrexia, et nul vomissement dans le rhy-
matisme pré-abdominal, telle est la régle.  Mais quelle
régle n’a pas ses exceptions? Si dans un cas de
thumatisme pré-abdominal il y avait, chose possible,

développement dapparcil fébrile et coincidence de
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vomissement, le diagnostic deviendrait trés embarras-
sant. Autre sigac essenticl; c’est que dans le rhuma-
tisme pré-abdominai la face ne reste pas constamment
grippée. Comme dans la péritonite ; elle ne s’altére
‘qu’au moment ou la souflrance s’Cveille et s’éxaspére,
soit par Ia pression, soit par quelqu’autre circorastance.
11 v a bien des périwonites partielles qui sont apyrétiques,
et ne caussent que peu ou point d’altération dans les
raits de la physionomie, mais dans ces péritonites la
- Jdonleur est circomserite et toute locale ; dans le rhuma-
"tisme ‘dont nous traitons ici, elle est diffuze, et répandue
_danstoute I’étendue des parois antero-latérales du vontre.
Al 0’y aurait donc de méprise possible que dans le cas
- d’une péritonite bornée & ces mémes parais, forme trés
‘1ave.— Chomel, Lepons de Clinigue Medicale,
It will be noticed that the above description applies, in
almost every particular, to the case of Capt. H.,exceptin
the occurrence of hiccough, but Chomel describes merely
the abdominal! form of the disease, whereas the hiccough,
in the instance under consideration, wasevidenily moreim-
mediately connected with the state of the thoracic muscles.
I we reflect for a moment upon the anatomy of the
- nerves supplying the external thoracic muscles of respi-
ration, and the diaphragm, the great internal muscle of
" respiraton, we cannot be ataloss to understand how
irritation of the external respiratory nerves should be
communicated to the phrenic nerves, seeing that they
are not only associated in function and by sympathy,
" but emerge from nearly the same part of the spinal cord
and if we can understand how an injury to the nerves
in the neighbourhood of a broken bune, or a lacerated
wound, is followed, in the one case, by startings of the
limb, and in the other, not unfrequently by tetanic spasms
of the whole body, we can have but liitle difficulty in
comprehending, how spasmodic action of the diaphragm,
‘or hiccough, should oceur, in a case where the extended
© respiratory nerves were not only #rrifafed, but actually
énvolved in suppurative inflammation. If, then, the
above circumstances are capable of accounting for hic-
cough, we can well understand how the asphyxia, which
preceded and caused death, was produced.

: The pectoral, intercostal, and abdominzl muscles,
such important agents in the mechanism of respiration,
heing in that peculiar condition which Dr. Marshall
Hall has aptly -termed spasmo-paralysis, the only

* muscles which could continue the process independently
of the foregoing ones, were the diaphragm and cervical
-muscles; but the former being attacked with spasmodic
-contractions, the only chance of prolonging life, by the
prevention of asphyxia, was completely removed..

If it be admitted; from what has been stated,
that the ‘combination of a fixed state of the thoracic

- and -abdominal muscles;, with almost incessant fnc-
-cougk, are’ competent to -produce asphyxia, then, to
.prove that this condition did actually exist, it is only’
“necessary to refer to the cold and livid extremities,
the blueish colour of the lips, tip of nose and ears,
and the general congestion of the face, (compared by
one-of the gentlemen to the face of a cholera patient),
de the frequent respiration, and great dyspneee, unat-
tended by cough, and finally to the congested state of the
lungs~—to satisfy all, except those in whom the avenues

to conviction are closed by their unwillingness to be
convinced.

Having occupied more space than I intended, I shal
not allude more particularly to the remedies employed,
for having proved that my diagnosis was correct, and
my view of the pathology of the disease accurate, I take
no credit for having adopted such remedial measures, as
these unerring guides to treatment clearly indicated, and
which is sanctioned by the highest authoritics, both
Eritish and Foreign.

Montreal, April 28, 1848,

ArT. II!—ON THE USE GF TEA AS A BEVERAGE.
By W. Marsosw, M.D., Quebec.

Of all beverages in common use, Iam of opinion,
that, with the exception of alcokol, none is so pernicious
to health, or so remotely destructive of uman life, as
TEA. ‘ : ‘

Our late eccentric and talented confrere, Dr. Thomas
Fargues, of this city, was of this opinion; and carried
out his views on the subject by a total abolition of its
use within the sphere of his practise, as a beverage,

My oswn attention has been more particularly called
to this subject within the last thrce-years; and the
opinion above expressed arrived at, first, from having
witnessed the extraordinary effects produced by the
suspension of its use, in a very near connection of my
own; and next, by having, in consequence, caused its
use to be discontinued in certain other_ cases with the
most marked and beneficial results.

A little more than three years since, I had occasion
to consult my venerable friend, the president of the
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Dr. DI. Arnoldi,
on the case of a lady, aged about thirty-two years, who
had been sufering more or less for a period of six years
previously, fiom an intensely painful affection of the
head and inferior extremities, having all the character-
istics of neuralgia or periostitis. At first, the pains were
chiefly in the head, but, at the time referred to, the
extremities were the seat,  When the disease first set
in, the exacerbations were neither so frequent nor of so
long a duration as at this time, when the pains were of
the most agonising kind, usually setting in between eight
and ten, p.m., and continuing, without intermission, untii
about four, a.m. ; during all which interval the moans
and cries of the patient were of the most heart-rending
character. She frequently prayed most earnesty for
death, as a release from her sufferings; and often said,
that she wouid gladly submit to the amputation of both
her legs, if T thought it would release her from suffering.
T had, previous to this time, consulted several of my
medical friends in Quebee and Montreal, on her case ;

when it oceurred to me to consult Dr. Arnoldi, whe
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had ‘been himself a martyr to “tic douleureux,’ and
from whom I obtained the valuable clue to her relief.

The result of our consultation was, that pharmacy
could furnish nothing that I had not already tried, hav-
ing exhausted its resources ; but as the doctor suggested
that the disease probably owed its origin to some article

_of diet or drink, it occurred to me that tea, which was a
favourite beverage, might be the offending article ; and,
after some entreaty, it was stopped, and the effect was,

_that, in a little more than a week, the pains bad entirely
subsided ; however, as my patient was under a course
of medical treatment at the time the use of tea was
suspended, she remained an unbeliever as to the cause
of her relief, urging, that she began to feel better before
she left ofl’ the tea, etc.  She accordingly resumed: its
use, and, within forty-eight hours, the pains returned
with all their former violence. The disuse of the beve-
rage was again attended with relief; and my patient can
‘now smile at her former unbelief; having occasionally
courted a slight return of pain by indulging in the forbid-
den’cup at a friend’s house.

The foregoing case was so extraordinary and marked
in its character, as to draw my attention to the use ot
tea in all cases of a rheumatic or neuralgic uature ; and
a reference to one or two cases among the scores that
have since fallen to my care, will suflice 'for my present
purpose. .

Madame St. Jean, @t. thirty-nine, called on me on
the 13th March, 1847, at Nicolet, to solicit my profes-
sional aid in the relief of what she called rheumatism,
‘for a core she deemed impracticable.  She had had one
child, menstruated regularly, and was rather of full habit
of body; had good appetite usually, and the alvine
seerctions were regular and natural.  Her pains occa-
sionally extended to all parts of the body, but the extre-
mities were more frequently the seat, and especially the
shoulders and legs. The pains svere at times so intense
as not to permit of the slightest motion without ocea-
sioning great agony. She had been a suflerer for about
sixteen years, with occasional slight intermissions, and
had consulted every physician who came within her
reach, and tried every imaginable nostrum. On endea-
vouring to trace the cause of her sufferings, in the course
of my inquiries, T asked whether she was fond of tea, to
which she replied, with much animation, ¢ Oh, oui ¢’est
ma vie,” and that she took it three times aday, and that
it was almost her only beverage; that 'she had once
within sixteen years past been nearly (wo months at
one time free {rom pain, when she was in the woods,
and that @/l she wanted to have been in paradise duri ing

that time, w was Ler tea ! Here, then, was a difficulty to
mduce lier to give up

“Thecups -~
That chccr, bui not inebriate,”

which I at once saw would be msunmounlabie, c\ccepl
by stratagem. 1 therefore stated, that the. medicine
which I proposed to give her, could not be taken whilst
she was using tea; and that she would be obnged to
give it up when taking the medicine, to which she
reluctantly consented, on my assuring her ‘that there
would be d'mgerm using the tea and ‘medicine con_]omt]y
1 accordingly sent her three dozen of bread. pﬂ!s, ong to
be taken three times a day. On visiting. heron the 19111
of the'month, just six days after my ﬁrst vnsxt, I found
her, as she stated herself, ¢ comme i Page de qum7e “
ans;” and, knowing that T had gamed my pomt, I asked
for the remainder of her plﬂs, which, to her great con-
sternation, I commenced eating althOugh theu use mxght
have been fatal with the tea. I, of course, ‘had no fur—
ther difficulty in inducing her to abandon her ¢ ve,” and
she continued perfectly well, and free from | pam, up to
the time of my leaving the countr y in November Iast.

1 will menuou only one other case, that of G. F—-c—t.,
who called on me on the 4th of Décember last, to' con»
sult me for rheumatism, He had been a person of
extremely irregular and loose habits, and had frequently
laboured under gonorrheea and sy phxll At about sixty,
nearly seven years since, he had a severe attack of
¢ lues,”” with extensive ulceration of the legs, arms, and
face, and was mercurialised. Without entering minutely
into his case, he stated, that, for four vears past, he had
been afllicted with rheumatic pains, so as to prevent his
sleeping without the use of laudanum ; the' pains (pai-
ticularly in the legs) coming on and coutmumg from
nightfall to sunrise, &c. In reply to my inquiries abouit
the use of tea, he said, that he found nothing so refresh-
ing as a nice cup of strong tea, and -that he'-uséd it
regulatly twice a day. He being a person of* great
intelligence, and latierly of good and regular habits, I
communicated to him the result of my experience in the
use of tea as a beverage; and he at once consented to
give it up, although with a distinct avowal of his want
of faith. Within a week from this time, - without any
medicine, he acknowledged that-he was' better,, and
within three weeks that the -pains were._ entirely. gone;
but there was sleeplessness, which of course ; was:. attri-~
butablé to the long continued use of laudanum;, that time
alone will remedy. - - ER

I could cite many cases as strongly n1arhpd as any o{‘
the foregoing, and more than you, Mr. Editor, would be
willing to publish ; but I have, I -think; said enough- to
call the most serious attention to™ this almiost universal
habit. It is a subject on which much valuabls ‘statis:
tical information might be gained, but without this, T
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think it must be evident to medical practitioners gene-
rally, that neuralgic affections have greatly increased
within the present century, and a coeval reference to
the transactions of the East India Company, shows an
incredible increase in the consumption of tea.

As far as oral testimony goes, almost every old lady
tells ‘us that she never was nervous when she. was
young, and that young girls in her time knew nothing
‘about ‘nervousness, and no subject of conversation is
thore annoying to them. In fact, some old ladies go s0
far as'to say, that young gitls, in their young days, Aad
70 nerves,

Little more than half a century ago, when fea cost
nearly two guineas a pound, it was only accessible to the
wealthy, and even among them was only used as an
occasional article of luxurious beverage ; and the antigue
specimens of tea cups that still exist among carefu
housewives, when contrasted with our modern breakfast!
eup (which now exceeds the size of the ancient slop
bowl) shows how differently the beverage must have
been used formerly, o

"1t would, in fact, be an heroic undertaking in a lady,
at the present day, doing the honors of the tea.table out
of cups of the size and fashion of sixty years ago. Our
Aiﬁéric:i_n‘neighbourys, who are very shrewd observers
of éadsé and effect, begin to discover the pernicious

effects of tea, and are exploding its use, In every day-

society, nollxing i8 miore common than to see a ludy - sit
downr to “ brealfast,” or “tea,” so called, with 2 tum-
bler of cold water only as a beverage.

. From my own experience I feel convinced, that when’

tea-gets into disuse as a beverage (should it ever do 50),
that _our lists of rheumatic and nervous patients will
dwindle down to comparative insignificance.

- Quebec, ‘January 24, 18438, -

Apt. JV.--REPORT OF THE NIAGARA IMMIGRANT
HOSPITAL.
By Hevry Mewvicig, M.D,, Niagara.

in a number of the British American Journal which

1'saw casually at a friend’s house the other day, I ob.

served an article, under the editorial notices, requesting

" medical men in -charge of Immigrant Hospitals to fur.

nish you with the statistics of their several establish-

mente. . d.venture to. forward ‘you_ the annexed state-

ment;and hope you.may find it to.correspond with your

views:in the method of its arrangement. It gives an

abatract ;of the ;reports. furnished . to the Government

Immigration Agent during the time the hospital at this
Place was in existence,

Abstract Report of the Niagara lmmigrant Hospital,
opened June 16, 1847 ; closed December 30, 1847,

Total number admitted, - - . 193
Discharged cured, - - - 122
Sent to Teronto Hospital, - - 38
Died, - - - . . 33

— 193

A large majority of the cases were fever, and the
causes of death were as follow :—Fever, 16 ; Dysentery,
13 ; other causes, 4; total, 35, ‘

N.B.—The ages in the majority of cases were mere.
guess work. One case marked as having died from
exposure to the weather, was brought into the hospital .
at night, and the man died the following morning in a
state of collapse. He was found in the field one very
inclement morning, and no history could be obtained of
the case prior to his discovery, ‘

The dysentery almost invariably followed the fever,
particularly in the latter months, September, October,
and November.

In a great proportion of cases there was an eruption
shewing itself early in the disease, more closely resemb.
ling that of an exanthematous fever. Ina considerable
oumber of cases purple petechial spots and bed sores
occurred.—In two cases there was extensive sloughing ;
—in one of the throat, in the other the soles of the feet.
Both cases recovered. ‘ ‘

Cleanliness, stimulants, and, in a large proportion of
cases, quinine or arsenic were used.  Cold affusion was
also extensively employed. Counter-irritants and vesi-
cation were beneficial in many cases, more particularly
when there appeared lo be local ‘congestion of particular
organs. In one case there was maniacal delirium.—
In three cases death was very sudden, during the
convalescent state. All the cases of fever were of a
continued form, verging into the typhoid - type; of a
very aggravated form in many cases. The - dysentery
principally occurred during the convalescent stage from
the fever ; and we had about seventy cases of this dis-
ease ; although I cannot speak with certainty as to this
faet, as I did not keep a record of the cases as they
occurred, but only of the fatal termination. We had
two cases of phthisis—one left the hospital, the other
died in it. ‘
~ We had no convenience whatever for making post.
mortem examinations-—the wards being very crowded—-
there being no spare room in the hospital, and a strong
prejudice existing against the practice among the patients.
Unfortunately, therefore, 1 cannot give you any of the
pathological appearances, but shall be delighted to sec
the results of the investigation of those more fortunately
situated. . '

Niagara, January 8, 1848,

{We are in hopes that the publication of the Joregoing,
so promptly elicited by our request, will be the forerunner
of others from similar institulions in the Province. The

statistics of the discases among the immigrants are capable



Lunatic Asylum Rep rts.

13

of elucidating many points of inlevest, more especially if
care be taken to indicate the iype of discase, and its compa-
rative frequency at the different localities—Ep.]

ART. V.—1. Report of the Pennsylvania Hospilal for the
Insane, for the year 1847. By Tnomas S. KirRkBripE,
DD,y Physician to the Institution, Philadelphia, 1848,

2. Report of the Eastern Asylum, in the city of Williams-
burgh, Virginia, 1847, . By Joun M. GaLt, Superinten-
dent and Physician.

We have postponed our critical analysis of the
operations of the American asylums until the present
moment, under the expectation that we would have
been in possession of the reports usually transmitted
to us before now. Our examination must be restricted
to the two which head this article, expressx , at the
same time, our regret that our labour in thxa reepect
must necessarily be so limited.

1. In the Pennsylvania hospital, under the able
management of Dr. Kirkbride, there were,

Admitted during the year, . . 240
Remaining at last report, . 161
Total, . . ——q01
Of the discharges during the year, were

Cured, . . . 111

Much improved, . . 21

Improved, . . . 29

Stationary, - 23

Died, . . 29 23

Remaining in Hospital, 188

Of the patients discharged cured, 52 were residents
in the hospital not exceeding three months; 40 bhe-
tween three and six months; 15 hetween six and
twelve months ; and 4 for a period longer than one
year. Of these cases, one was an inmate nearly six
years, having been insane nearly eight years. This
fact, above all others, exhibits the value of such insti-
tutions, and tends to demonstrate the necessity of
caution in prognosticating unfaveurable issues in such
cases-

Since the establishment of the institution in 1841,
1176 patients have received treatment ; and the report
contains a series of valuable tables, indicative of points
of interest connected with the cases.  One of these
tables, No. 9, is a pcculiarly valuable one, as_exhibit-
ing the ages at which insanity first appeared in the
number of cases given, and which, in consequence,
we quote :

Tasr IX~Showing the ages at which lnsamfy first
‘ nppeared in 1176 patwnta

M.|F. IT. M. }5‘. T.
Under 10 years 1| —| 1)Between 50 and 55| 21| 10| ‘31
Bctwecn 10and 15 11| 7; 18 55 and 60f 11} 21] 32
15 and 20| 70 54[]21 “  60and 65 12 9] 21
“  20and 25152 9”,244 #  65and 70| 2! 1 3
“  25and 30{125{105 230| ®  70and 75 4] 1] i5
“  30and 35| 91 €5(156 ¢  75and 80 1 —
‘  '35and 40; 71| 48119
¢ 40and 45| 6u| 64/124 66315181178
“  45and 50, 81| 86| 67

A considerable part of the report is occupied by
details of domestic importance, and the moral treatment
pursued in the establishment, of which the délivery of
a course of lectures on history, natural history, ‘and
natural philosophy, constitutes a striking feature, - -~ -

The expenses of. the establishment may be gleancd
from the following statement :

Salaries and wages of all kinde, . 812,787.94
Household expenses. . . 14,792.74
Furmtum fuel, lights, &e., . . 6,270.235 .
Farm, garden, groundﬂ, live.stock, and camagec 1,875.25 -
Repairs and xmprovcmcnts, . - 3,091.99
Medicine, . . . . © 559.32
Miscellaneous, . . e 43769
Total expenditures, . . . $39,814.48 .
Nett receipts, . .. . 3424740
Excess of expenditures, -, . . $5,567.08
Averauc number of pntlents. . . 185 .
“ frec patients, . . . 32
Avyerage cost per week of each patient, . 8113
Amount expended in 1847 on frce patients, . 88 375.64

2. This is the first report ﬁ*om the Eastern Asylum:
with which we have been favoured, and we are not
able to give any information as to the length of time
in whxch it has been in operation. The report extends
over a pcrxod of only nine months, up to September,
the reports from all the public institutions -of Vn'gxma
being made to close on.the 30th of that month by a
joint resolution of the general assembly of the com-
mon-wealth, ‘ )

M. F. T
There were in the arylum, Jan, 1, 1818, . 82 = 58=140
Admitted to date of vepart, . . . 2 =43 -
104 79:=183
Discharged recovered, . . . . 19
< dicd, . : . . N 7
19
Leaving in hospital, . R TR

The character of the dxebascs in the 183 cases is
thus given : ’

Goneral insanity, . a3
Partial insanity, .45
Dementiz, . . 73
Moral insanity, . . . .32

For the purposes of uniformity, it is to be regretted
that Dr. Galt has not classified his cases in the ordi-
nary way, as mania, melancholia, monomanis, &e..
Unimportant as any individual report. may, in xtself,

| be, it must, nevertheless, be'viewed ‘as one of a ‘con~

nected chain of -observations made of this disease:

3| over an extended tract of country, and a. carefiil exa- -
:| mination of the results of the whole must .eventually -

prove eminently valuable, .4 short and’methodic-

}-clnssifioation ‘hocomes thus .of sssenitin ;;;org;en,t, g
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tendihlg:to ﬁixﬁﬁisﬁ ‘mos;‘vaiuab'le résults, in the only
systematic way..© .- . . L S
© The expenses of" this establishment during the nine
months, may be thus stated from the treasurer’s report :
Obtained from the treasury of the.commonwealth, $18,750

*«  from all other sources, . . . 949.45
Balance in favour of Asylum, January 1, . ~ 3540.52

| $23239.97
14,692.57

————— e

Dishdtdsements to September 30,7 . . - .
Leaving a balance to the eredit of the 'Asylum of . $8547.40

"The annual expenses of the institution are estimated
at $25,000.

ARt VL—1: A Lecture Introductory to a courseon Obste-
trics'and the Discase of Women and Children, in the
University of New Yorl, Session 1847-8. By Guxning
S. Beprorp, M. D., Professor, &c. &c. New York:
847 - o o .

2, Strictures on some of the Defects end Infirmities of In-
tellectual and Moral Character in Students of Medicine ;

an_Introductory Lecture delivered in the University of
Louisville, Nov. 1, 1847. By Damer Drake, M. D.,
" Professor of Pathology and Practice of Medicine. Louis-
“villejKy.:'1847. © f - ¢ i
"Allfr}.’Vé"h;i};e‘_s\e‘chlomﬂp‘ei'u’sed an introductory lecture
whfi&h:vl_la‘gf given us rhore unqualified pleasure than this

_one.” - It "is"the emanation of a'mind fully imbued with

the importanice of the peculiar branch which it is his
privilege o teach, and sensible of the heavy responsi-
bilities devolving upon the practitioner in this depart-
ment of his profession, ‘which are most appositely en-
forced.” “We are not surprised at the request of his class
for its:publication, and we are persuaded, that there are
many whose diplomas have been long ago acquired,
who miéht read it with advantage, and, moreover, profit
by the ‘wholesome lessons which it inculcates. We
entirely agree with the learned professor, that “g diplo-
ma, without knowledge, is a curse to him who holds it ;”
and in numberless instances in which the practitioner
is consulted in this particular line of his profession, the
plain English of "this knowledge -would -be more cor-
rectly expréssed by the word "* caution,” Dr. Bedford
 illustrates this position by the following most interesting
and most instructive case :— '

Y L &t NN e, . . '

- The question of the cxistence or non.existence of pregnancy is,
under certain circomstances, one of the most embarrassing, which
by:any: possibility can .be:presented to the:judgment of the phy-
sician, -On the one hand, a female, in the hope of gain, or urged
on'perhaps by some more malignant motive, charges the father
of ‘afamily with having:violated 'her [person ; 'and thus, with a
view to.successful plea, feigns pregnancy. -~ Again, a female, who
hasstrayed from the path ‘of virtué, and who has become im-
pregnated, anxiousito.coneen] her own shame, applics (o a prac-
titioner, and endeavours to delude his judgment by requesting to
be 'treated “for the' dropsy. ~*In #peaking ‘of the difficultics with
which the physician has-te centend in arriving at'a just opinion

on this subject, Van Swieten exclaims with great truth : % Un~
dique fraudes,undique sape insidie struuntur incautis.” But
occasionally, it will devolve on you, as practitioners of medicine,
to shield innocence against the assaults of the base and wicked,
and proclaim a trinmphant acquittal of charges, which have been
preferred by a reckless and cruel world.

I beg your indulgence, while I cite the following ' case, not
altogether void of interest : Some time since I received a note,
requeating me to visit withont delay, a lady who was residing in
the State of New Jersey, about thirty miles from this city. I im-
mediately repaired to her residence; and, on my arrival, was .
received by her father, a venerable and accomplished gentleman.
He scemed broken in spirit, and it was evident that grief had
taken a deep hold of his frame. On being introduced into his
daughter's room, my sympatlies were at once awakened on be-
holding the wreck of beauty which was presented to my view.
She was evidently labouring under phthisis, and it was manifest
from her wasted fiame, that death had claimed his vietim. My
presenee did not seem to occasion the slightest disturbance, and °
with the smile of an angel playing on her countenance, she
greeted me with these words: * Well, Doctor, 1 am glad to sce
you on my beloved father’s account, for he will not believe that 1.
cannot yet be restored to health. Life, however, has lost all its,
charms for me, and I long for the reposc of the grave.” These
words were spoken with extraordinary gentleness, but yet with an
emphasis that at once gave me an insight into the character of
this lovely woman. From her own lips 1 received the following
history of her case. Iler father was a clergyman of high stand.
ing in the English cherch, in whiei: he continued until cir-
cumstances rendered it necessary for him to leave that country,
and seck a residence in America. . At a very carly age she haa
lost her mother, and had been almost entirely educated by her
father, whose talents and attainments admirably fitted him for
this duty. When she had attained her eighteenth year, there
was an attachment formed between her and a young barrister of
great promise and respectability, This attachment resulted in a
matrimonial engagement. Soon after the engagement, she began
unaccountably to decline inn health. There was considerable irre-
gularity in her menstrual pesiods, with more or less constant
nausca, loss of appetite, inability to sleep, feverishness, and an
uncontrollable dislike to society.  In additions to these symptows,
there was a marked change in. her personal appearance; her
abdomen became enlarged, her broasts increased in, size, &e.
These changes attracted the attention of some of her female ac-
quaintance, and the rumor soon sproad that they were the result
of pregnancy. The barrister to whom she was aflianced heard of
these rcports, and instead of being the first to stand forth as her,
protector, and draw near to his heart this lovely and injured girl,
thus assuaging the intensity of grief with which she was over.
whelmed, addressed a letier to her futher, requesting to be re.
leased from his engagement. This was. of course assented to
without hesitation. 'The young lady, conscious of her own in
nocence, knowing better than any one else her own immaculate
character, and relying on the mercy of Heaven to guide her in
this her hour of trial, requested that a physician should be sent
for, in order thai the naturc of her casc might be fully ascer.
tained. A medical man accordingly visited her; and, after an
investigation of her symptoms, he informed the father that she
was undoubtedly pregnant, and that means should be instantly
taken to keep' the ‘unpleasant matter sceret. “Ihe father, indig-.
nant at this cruel imputation against the henor of his child, spot-
less as he knew her to be, spurned the propesition, and imme-
diately requested an additional consultation. ‘This resulted ina
confirmation of the opinion previously expressed, and the feelings
of that father can be better appreciated than described.  With.
out delay, that good man determined to resign his living, gather
up his little property, and proceed with his daughter to America,
On her passage to this country, she became gxtrem_cly ill, and
there being a physician on board the vesscl, his advico was re-
quested. After sceing the patient (she was labouring at the time
under excessive vomiting from sca.sickness) he told the father
that there was .danger of premature delivery. Such, therefore,
was the general appcarance of this lady, that a medical man,
merely judging from appearances, at once concluded ‘she was
pregnant.. This was about the substance of what 1 learned re-
specting the previous history of this interesting and extraordinary
woman ; and my opinion was then requested as to'the eharacter
of her malady. "My feclings were vesy naturally much enlisted
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in her behalf, and I proceeded with great caution in the investiga.
tion of her case. Without entering at this time into details as to
the manner in which I conducted the examination, suffice it to
say that, after a faithful and critical survey most minutely made
in reference to every point, I stated in broad and unequivocal
language that she was not pregnant. *The only reply this gentle
creature made on hearing my opinion was, * Doctor, you are
right.”  These few words were full of meaning, and their import
I could not but appreciate. They were uttered ncither with an
air of triumph, nor with a feeling of unkindness towards those
who had so cruelly abused her.  The father was soon made ac.
quainted with the result of my cxamination, but he indicated not
the slighest emotion. Ilis bearing was quiet and dignificd. It
was evident that he had never faltered for one moment in'the
belief of his daughter’s virtue, and required no assurance from
me or any other living being, that his child had been shamefully
wronged. He asked me with great solicitude whether something
could not be done to restore her to heelth; and I thought the
old man’s heart would break when I told him that his daughter
was in the last stage of consumption. I left him with the pledge
that he would inform me of her dissolution, and afford an oppor-
tunity by a post-mortem examination, of testing the truth of my
opinion. ‘

: About four weeks from this tiine, I reccived a nole announcing
the death of his daughter, and requesting that 1 would imme-
diately hasten to the house, for the purpose of making the autopsy.
Dr. Ostrom, now practising in Goshen, at my request accompa.-
nied me, and assisted in the examination, It may surprise you,
but yet it 15 an interesting fact to communicate, for it exhibits the
true character of the man, that during the pestamnortem examina-
tion the father stood by and witnessed every stage of the opera-
tion ; his form was ercct, his face pale and thoughttul, and one
tear would have broken the agony of his grief. As he stood be.
fore me, he was not unlike the stricken oak in the forest, which,
though blasted and stripped of ite branches, was yet upright and
mujestic. As I removed the tumor from the womb, he seized it
convulsively, and exclaimed, *‘ This is iy trophy, and I will
ra\un})) mith it to England, and it shall confound the traducers of
my child.” .

Here, you perceive, both character and life were sacrificed by
error of judgment on the part of those whose counsel had been
invoked. Without a due appreciation of their responsibility—
heedless, as it were, of the distressing consequences which must
inevitably result from an erroncous judgment of a case, in which
character was so deeply involved, the medical gentlemen, unjust
to themselves, and to the profession of which they should have
been in part the conservators, rashly pronounced an opinion which
consigned to an early grave a purc and lovely being, and crushed
the heart of a devoted and confiding parent. It was the misfor-
tune of this young Jady to labour under a1 affection of the womb,
which simulated in several important particulars the condition of
pregnancy : and whilst the world, in its ignorance, might have
supposed that pregnancy did in fact exist, yet there was no excuse
for the physician, guided as he should have been by the lights of
science, and governed by the truths of sound morality. When 1
slated uncquivocally to the lady that she was not pregnant, I
gave an opinion which I knew would stand ; my cxamination
was conducted in a way which cnabled me accurately to com-
prehend thut the whole train of symptoms indicating gestation,
was occasioned by an enlargement of the womb, altogether un-
connected with pregnancy, and produced by the presence of a
large fibrous tumor oecupying the entire cavity of the uterus,

2. Dr. Drake’s leclure is characterised for its good
sensc and the practical lessons which it inculcates. "It
contains a word in season, and a word of eaution, to
those who heard it, which may not easily be forgotten.
Dividing the number of his class into eleven sections or
groups, he addresses sound counsel to each. The first
group comprises those who are distinguished for their
learning, their genius, their moral temperament and
their assiduity. These are cautioned not to relax their
efforte, but to continue their onward progress in know-

ledge and scientific attainment. His second class are
the three year students, who are strenuously enjoined to’
persevere in their course of study, nothing doubting the
realization of their fondest hopes, if they weary not in
their toil. The third comprise those who are advanced
in life, who have practised their profession without hav-
ing graduated. To them the necessity of acquiring the
rudimentary knowledge of their profession is enjoined
in plain and forcible terms. To this class is enjoined,
«industry, courageous and tireless.” A fourth class are
those who have commenced the study of medicine with-
out due preparation. ‘The difficulties under which these
labour are well portrayed, and their toils are enforced
by the simile, ¢ that it is not the bee which flies most
fleetly from flower to flower, but the one which pene-~
trates deepest, and remains longest in its nectared corolla,

ithat stores its cells with honey.” A filth group com-

prises those who enter upon practice after attending a
single course of lectures. The futility of expeeting a
high position in their profession, on the part of those, in
consequence of their ignorance of principles, is well
exposed. The sixth group are those who confine their
attention to the practical, omitting, 7n fofo, attention to
the Zheoretical. This error is elearly and forcibly pointed
out. The seventh group consist of those who have com-
menced the study of medicine, without possessing men.
tal powers adequate to the undertaking. Of this class
there are not a few, and the wholesome advice is ten-
dered to them, to embrace some other walk of life o
which their talents more peculiarly adapt them, and in
which they may become respected members of society.
An eighth group are those who lack punctuality ; who
come late to the lecture room, or leave it before the lec~
ture is over; or from trifling causes lose a lecture, or
even a day. This fault is not peculiar to the atmos-
phere of Louisville, and we therefore quote entire the
author’s remarks on this point.

An eighth proup must now receive attention. It is wiade up of
those who lack punctuality : who conie late to the lecture room,
or leave it before the lecture is over; or from trifling caures Joso
a lecture, or even a day. I might dwell ou the obvious indeco-
rum, of entering or leaving the room in such a manner, as to dis-
turb the professor or divert the attention of the class; and urge,
that as medicine is a polite and refined profession, all students
should diligently cultivate rood manners; but I can placa pune.
tuality and regular attendance, on much higher ground. - The
acquisition of science is by undeviating progress according to
fixed laws. It inay be slower or faster, but the law of continuity
is still the same. Every stcp must be trodden. Every subsc-
quent must have its antecedent. It is, in fact, a chain of causc
and cffect—of premises and conclusions—and nothing can bo-
omitted without vitiating all that follows. You have heard of
the wonders of the magnetic telegraph—swift as the lightning of
heaven—unerring as the thunderbolt when it descends upon the
proud spire of the doomed temple. But divide the conducting
wire, and the silent messages which it was transmitting are anni- .
hilated : substitute for any part of it, an imperfect conductor of
electricity, and the delivery of the meszage becomes slow, uncer.
tain, and uneatiefactery. In the former, we have ap emblem of
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igriorance—in the Taiter, of crror i—a propoéil.‘io.ri \\;ami:ng,: or a
falschood - interposed between truths, which it cannot logically
connect. Now.the teacher, when faithful to his high calling,
advances from fact to fact, from theorem to theorem, and every
pupil should follow in his footsteps. But how can %e do it, who
is often absent 2 who euters the leclure room after a proposition
has been discussed ? or leaves it, while another is undergoing
analysis ? or absents himself for a day and then rejoins his fellow
travellers on their march, quite ignorant of all they had passed
through in his absence ? In a certain scnse he keeps in com-
pany, but is not in mental companionship, with his fellow stu.
dents; and when he reaches the examination room, is cither fatally
ignorant, or encumbered with a confused burden of isolated
truths, which he is unable to demonstrate; and of errors, which
he cannot even intelligibly express,

-The author’s ninth group are thosc whose social
feelings Jead them into society, at the times which
they should be devoting to study. The author handles
this subject with becoming dexterity, and palpably lays
bare the evils which attend the practice. His tenth

- and eleventh groups are the devotees of dissipation,
in its different phases. 'To them admonition is given,
with the single-heartedness of one who sincerely de-
sires to turn them from the error of their ways.—
The path of virtue, with its consequences, is depicted
with a faithful hand, and the consequences of a depar-
ture from it pourtrayed with equally succinct fidelity.
The lecture, on the whole, is an exceedingly ereditable
one to the much respected author, and demonstrates a
closeness of observation, for which he became favor-
ably known to the Canadian profession in a trausitory

passage through this province in the summer of 1847.

ART. VUL.—Remarks on the stale of Education in the
-Province of Canade; being a reprint of two Articles

*awhich appeared in the British American Journal of Me-

dical and Physical Science, for January and March, 1848.

By « L. Montreal: J. C. Becket, 1848,

The subject of this pamphlet constitutes the obser-
vations on education which prirﬁarily appeared as two
original articles in the last volume of this journal.
The matter being one of general importance, it has
been deemed advisable to republish them in a separate
and independent form, for general circulation ; and the
author, in acceding to the i'équests made to him with
this o})ject in viéw, has, we are certain, done much
good. . The work: bears evidence of much reflection

‘ ar@ commendable research '; and as_ his labours were
dictated by feelings of the purest philanthropy, we sin-
cerely hope that the production will be read with kin-
dred feeling ; and the important subject of education
be_dealt with apart from all feelings of a party or
political charactor, with which, nhove pll others, it

pghtnot to be-tafited, -

[OIEY N

PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND PATHOLOGY.

Physiological Action of the Todide of Potussium.—By M. M.
Bovs pe Lovry & CostiLues. (Goz. Med. de Paris) In an
article on the therapeutic action of different medicines used at
St. Lazare, in the treatment of Syphilis, these gentlemen remark
that they have paid particular attention to the effects produced by
this article, and that they occur in the following order :—

1. Action on the Intestinul Cunal.—The first day, the dose be-
ing 0.75 gramme, (about 10 1.2 grs.) slight pain and heavincss in
the large cul-de sac of the stomach : the pain is, however, not al-
ways present ; the appetite is usuaily increased; it is remarkable
how soon after the taking of the Todide the desire for food arises.

The following days thesc symptoms diminish or disappear. The
second day, the dose being 1.00 gramme, (upwards of 15 grs.)
heaviness of the head, colie, and diarrhea. ' o

2. On the Urinury Secretivn.—This is more abundant the first
day, thut is, the paticnt passes more than he drinks. This symptomn
is almost constant. The urincis elear and transparcnt—the pa-
tients urinate more by night than by day ; sometimes, however,
the urine is not increased. In larger doscs, 2 to 3 grammes, -the
urine is sometimes increased in proportion to the increased dose of
Iodide ; sometimes it remains normal.

3. Eruption.—The most frequent is the pustule of acne, which
shows itsclf from the end of the first to the sccond day. It most
frequently occurs on the face: it does not usually last as long as
the treatment, that is, it diminishes or disappearsin 15 0r 20 days.
Ecthyma more rarely. Neither papular erythema nor purpura
hemorrhagica were observed; in onc case an cezema impetigi-
nodes was scen.

4. Pruritus very seldom observed. :

5, Conjunctivitus.—The conjunctiva was sometimes influcoced
when the iodide was given in doses of I to 2 grms,  Both con-
junctivas mnay become inflamed. Tt principally oceurred during
the first days of the use of the medicine, and was characterised
by general vascularity and chemosis,

6. Menstruation.—Although tlis medigine is spoken of by
most authors as an emmenagogue, M. M. B. & C. often remarked
a decreasc in the quantity of the meustrual fluid.  Once the
discharge re-appeared a week after the menstroal period 3 but this
may have been only a coincidence. :

7. Discharges from the uterine cavity were not perceptibly in-
creased. '

8. Asinvariable and immediate effcets, the authors never once
missed sceing the decrease or suspension of the pains of the bones
after the first or sccond day of treatment. No other antisyphili-
tic agent porsesses so prompt and constant an action,

9. Salivation.—This i3 2 rarc symptom in women, it was only
seen once. M. Ricord observed it more frequently, perbaps, be-
cause he gave the medicine in larger doses.  The saliva remained
thin, the mucous membrane of the mouth uninflamed and unalter.
cd ; the salivary glands not swollen—a true hyperseeretion, with-
out peculiar smell. ’

10. Effects on the Circulution, none. ‘

11. On the Respiration and Bronchi.—Notwithstanding the
number of cases submitted to the action of this medicine, the
authors never observed any peculiar coryza, characierized hy con.
siderable increase of thin mucous secretion without any tendency
to pass into a purulent state, nor of bronchitis with sputa which
continue stationary, without attaining a purulent character,

12, Accidents produced lry the Todide.—The authors object to
giving the Todide in as largs doscs as some physicians administer
it. M. Bicchy relates two cascs in which serious accidents were
produced. ' In the first, the patient being benefitted by doses of §
of a grain, gradually increased to 15 grains, thought by doubling |
the dose to'double the advantage received. - The three first days
he suffered from general uneasiness and intense head ache ; the'
fourth duy he was affeeted in his Yower limbs, his sight disturbed,
and his hearing almost gone; on trying to walk, his legs gave
way under him, and his arms had lost all power. Finally, having
taken a few steps, he fell unconscious; on coming to himself, he
remained in & state of languor and wealners, which did not dis-
eppegy for povoral deys nftey tho spspension of the medisine,’
In ths popand gase, death ongued ; bub it was daubtful if 1t could

b2 ptfribated to the Tedide.
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On the use of Bromine in Hepatic Affections, &c.—By
Dr. RoBert Dick.—There can be no doubt, thatin some
cases of hepatic derangement iodine affords relief; and the
action of bromine considerably resembles that of iodine. A
congestion both of the biliary and of the blood-vessels of the
liver occasionally occurs without any obvious cause ; the
bile is scantily discharged ; the volume of the liver is en-
larged ; and the whole abdomen, probably from a remora in
the portal circulation, becomes tumid, as i incipient ascites.
In these circumstances, an cffect seemingly magical follows
the use of iodine or bromine. The liver acts and subsides,
and the belly rapidly resumes its ordinary size. Magendie’s
formulz for the use of bromine are still as good as any, only
the doses may be considerably larger than ordered by him.
Bromide of potassium, ten grains; orange or cinnamon
water, four or six ounces; dose, a dessert-spoonful twice or
thrice a day. Or, bromide of iron, thirty-six grains; con-
fection of roses, ¢. s. for fifty pills; two to be taken night
and morning.

In dyspeptics with strumous habits, the above formule,
the latter of them more particularly, will be found very use~
ful. There is a form of dyspepsia which may be said to be
characteristic of strumous subjects ; it also is found in per-
sons constitutionally prone to bronchitic attacks; and in both
these classes of persons, the mucous membrane of the
stomach has the same inflammatory dispositions with that of
the trachea and bronchiw. 1t is remarkable, that so soon as
abscesses form in the lungs, or purulent, expectoration be-
gins, the irritability of the stomach disappears, appetite be-
comes lively and digestion vigorous.— Lancel.

On Alropine in painful Affections of the Face.—By W.
P. Broorss, Esq., M. D., M. R. C. 8. E., Surgeon to the
Cheltenham General Hospital--——A few weeks back 1 was
called in to a lady in town, suffering from a severe cold,
accompanied with a mostintense and painful affection of the
right side of the lace, forehead, and around the orbit of the
eye. The pain continued after all the symptoms of the cold
had left her, and I could not allay it with warm fomentations,
or other common remedies. I at last tried the application
of an ointment, composea of atrepine five grains, lurd three
drachms, with one drop of alfer ol roses; a piece the size
of a pea to be applied three times a day. The pain was
allayed after the second application by day, butl at night
returned with as much violence as before.  The remedy was
continued, and after two days all pain had ceased, and has
not since returned.  The effect of it was so marked, that I
am inclined to think it will prove a most useful remedy in
painful neuralgic affections. -

1 must also mention the marked effect it had on the pupils
of the eye, in this case, after the second application of it 5
they were dilated to a great extent (much more than I ever
saw from any other preparation of belladonna), and continued
so for two or three days after it was discontinued. | have
since tried it in the case of a man on whom 1 operated for
cataract in both eyes. The one in the right eye was not
perfectly depressed, and rose again, (he had also lippitude
of the eyelids from a burn). Belladonna had but little efiect
on this eye (although it perfectly dilated the other.) but the
ointment of atropine, three grains in two drachms, dilated it
effectually. In a case of glancoma I have now under treat-
ment, belladonna will not increase the size of the pupil in
cither eye to any great extent, but the ointment does so
satisfactorily.—(Lancet.)

- SURBERY,

On Fzostoseg and theiy Treciment, Ty M. Roux,~LUnder the
tormy exoataces, patholagiste huve canfonndad-<1, cimple, perma.
ponty oy shronis hyseriysphy af the whole ar § past aniy of &

bone; 2, osteosls, with a circumseribed swelling of the affected
bone; such #s is often observed in constitutional syphilis; 3,
ancurismal tumours of bone; 4, sarcomatus swellings of bone ; 5,
degeneration of hone with tumours, denominated by Sir A.
Cooper * fungous or medullary exostosis;” 6, tumours organized
like the osseous tissue itsell, elevated above the surface of the bons
in the manner of the natural apophyses or in the form of large
tubereles, produced from the external surface on which they
appear to be implanted. '

The term exostosis belongs properly to the latter.  Exostuses
generally occur singly, but occasionally more than one is met
with in the same or in scparate bones. Effusion into the bursa
muucosa takes place vver the exostoses, as in the following case: ~—

A man, aged 22 years, presented himself, in December last,
1813, with a hard, slichtly-mamillated tumour, continuous with
the femur at the posterior and inferior part, rescmbling a largo
apophysis at the commencement of the popliteal space.  Itscarcely
raised the superimposed skin, although nearly as large as a childs’
thumb.  On examining it carcfully by separating the muscles
hetween which it was placed, it was ascertained to be attached to
the femnur by a contracted base, a kind of thick pedicle. . It was
not congenital, but was first obscrved « few years previously,and
after growing rapidly, it remained stationary for about eighteen
months, or two years, Recently a new symptom had presented
itself ; a quantity of liquid formed between the projecting part of
the tumour and the cxterior soft parts.  Tnis liquid appeared to
be contained in a small membranous point placed immediately
over the osscous tumour, which had in consequence appeared to
increase in size. ‘T'his complication was no other than a small
synovial collcetion, analogous to those which so frequently form
over the patella, the olecranon, and the external malicolus, from
slight contusions or habitual pressure, as shown by its having
become rapidly absorhed after the continned application of a strong
nquedhs solution of hydrochlorate of ammonia. The patient was
d:scharged after the absorption of the fluid, as its situation forbade
the extirpation of the tumour,

[M. Roux gives a resané of his memoir on the following con-
clusions. ]

I. Among the different tumours of “bones, there are some in
which alone the name of exostosis should be applied, and which
must be carefully distinguished from all thosc which have been
comprised under this denomination.

2. lixostosis consists principally, like the bones, of 2 spongy or
arcolar tisstue, with a thin 1ind ol compact substance; or entircly
of a comypact tissue, very hard, and, as it were, eburnated.

3. An cxostosis of this kind adheres to the bone upon winch it
is developed by a contracted base in the form of a short pedicle,
and propartionally large to the size of the tumour. :

4. After a time they cease to grow, and never exceed a certain
degree of development. ‘

5. Generally their definitive bulk is proportioned to the sizé of
the bone upon which they are implanted.

6. Generally they have only a contiguous relation with the soft
paris upon which they are situated ; sometimes, Lowever, they
adhere Lo them,

7. They do not diminish in size, and they preserve indefinitely
their primitive structure ; at most their lissue acquires more
density Ly time, the same as the bones do when they are forming.

‘8. According to the place they oceupy, sometimes they consti-
tute simply a deformity ; at others they causc a greater or less
impediment to the fanetions of the argans which they border upon ;
sometimes they prevent the accomplishment of these functions,

9. Ablation’is almost always practicable. The exceptions are
wiicre their position is inaccessible. ‘

J0. 1n nearly all cascs ablation is indicatcd, cither to remove a
great deformiity, or to put an cnd to habitual suftering, or to
re-establish the regularity of the functions of the parts. -

11. In most cascs it can be practised without previously exposing
the tumour 3 and without difliculty. ‘

12. But the operation is sometimes attended with injurious con.
sequences, either on account of sume peculiarity in the seat of the
tumenr, or in its relation to the neighbouring parts, or on aceount
of 2 bad state of the patient’s constitution ; generally, however, it
suceceds.

[ Dupuytren does 1ot distingnish theag varicties of diceaced bone,
nor does he thus limit the application of the torm exastasis, as will
ho spep by yeferonce ta kis worls juet published by the Sydepham
Suglety (p. 408,  Ho gives five engee of oxpatosia on the ungug)
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phalanx of the great toe, and statcs that he has operated on as
many as thirty similar cases. - Previous to this time, the morbid
growth in this situation has becn usually mistaken for a wart, and
mischievously treated as such by cauteries ; or it has been mistaken
for the nail growing under the skin. Dupuytren’s sixth case in
the same work appears to be onc of very general hypertrophy of
the bone; at all events, it could not be regarded as an exostusis,
according to the definition above given by Roux; his ninth and
last case is a very interesting one of “ Ixostosis on nearly all the
bones,” (p. 414,) of which class of cascs he has seecn many
instances; he does not attribute them to a venereal taint, but to
some irregularity of the natritive process, * the cause and effeet
being probably associated, as it is in instances of similar excres-
cences growing from certain trees.”]—Ranking’s Abstract.—
Condensed from the Revue Medicu-Clururg. de Paris,

A New Method for rapidly Uniting TWounds by the First In-
tention.—By S. L. Bicerow.— It is well known that common
cotton, subjected for a certain length of time to the action of
nitric and suiphuric acids, combined in stated proportions, is
so changed in its intimate structure as to acquire an explo-
sive property. ‘

Professor Schonbein originally demonstrated this disco-
very, and ascertained the fact that prepared in a certain
manner, this cotton is capable of solution insulphuric ether,”
It is known in the community by a name acquired from its
explosive quality—gun cotton. 1 learned the manner of
preparing this cotton, and of dissolving it in ether, from Dr.
Chas. T. Jackson, who remarked upon it and exhibited spe-
cimens before the Natural History Society, in Dec. 1846, or
Jan. 1847. He enumerated various uses to which it might
be applied—among others, for a brilliant varnish. Tor this
use I soon after prepared a botile, according to his directions.
While engaged in employing it in this way, I accidently
smeared with it a fresh wound on my finger. The swarting
called my attention to it and 1 endeavoured immediately to
rubit off. 1t had dried, however, instantaneously, and re-
mained on. The smarting very soon ceased, and when the
film was removed, perfect union had taken place. Since
this time [ have been testing the efficacy of this prepa-
ration, as opportunities have occurred, as a dressing for
wounds, especially those which it is desirable to unite rapidly,
by first intention. [t will be seen to possess, very eminently,
all the requirements for producing such a union.

Ist.—By its powerful contraction, upon evaporation, it
places the edges of an incised wound in much more intimate
contact than is oblained by sutures and adhesive cloth—
unites them by equal pressure throughout the whole extent of
the wound, and maintains them immovably fixed.

. 2nd.—1t preserves the wound perfectly from contact with
air—being impermeable to the atmosphere, while its adhe-
sion to the skin is so intinate as to prectude the possibility of
the air entering beneath its edges. 4

3rd.—The substance remaining in contact with the skin
and wound after the evaporation of the ether, seems to be en-
tirely inert so far as any irritating property is concerned,
and this can haidly be said of any resinous adhesive cloth or
preparation. . . .

4th.—1It does away with the necessity for sutures in in~
cised wounds of alinost any extent. ‘

Sth.—It is sure {o remain in intimate contact with the
skin until union is complete—and being quite impervious to
water, and presenting a polished surface, it allows the sur-
rounding parts to be washed without regard to the wound or
dressing. :

6th.—1It is colourless and transparent, thus permitiing the
surgeon to witness all that goes on beneath, without involv-
ing the necessity for its removal.

7th.—No heat isnecessary for ils application, and the pre-

- # 1t has been shown {o be colubla in chloroform,

sence of any moderate degree of cold is only objectionable in
retarding the evaporation of the ether. .

8th.—It may be made at a trifling cost—an ounce phial,
intrinsically worth little, being sufficient for a great number
of dressings.

It is not incised wounds alone which are amenable o ils
use, though the mode of its application to a stump, or an ul-

«cer, or any wound involving an extensive loss of skin, must

he modified.

It is of the first importance that this preparation be properly
made and applied. The process for the application is very
simple. ‘

For straight incisions of whatever length, provided the
edges can be brought together without great difficulty, it is
better to apply the solution in immediate contact with the
skin—as follows. The bleeding should be arrested, and the
skin thoroughly dried. If the lips of the wound are them-
selves in contact, the surgeon has only to apply a coating of
the solution lengthwise over the approximated edges by
means of a camel’s hair' pencil, leaving it untouched after
the brush has once passed over it till it is dry, during, per-
haps, ten or twenty seconds. This first film will of itself
have confined the edges together; but in order to increase
the firmness of the support, more must then be applied in the
same manner, allowing it to extend on either side of the in-
cision a half an inch or more. If, however, the wound gapes,
an assistant is required to bring the edges in contact and re~
tain them so whilst the application is made. 1f the incision
is so long that the assistant cannot place the edges in apposi-
tion throughout the whole extent, begin by covering a
small portion at the upper end, and apply the solution to the
lower parts as fast as it becomes dry above.* 1In this case
something more than the film which is left adherent to the
skin will be necessary for a safe and proper support to the
wound, which may have a tendency to separate. The
transparency of the dressing may be still maintained by
adapting a piece of gold-beater’s skin or oiled silk to the
wound.” This should be covered with the solution, and the
membrane applied after the coating is on and already con-
tracted. A dossil of lint, or a stripe of cloth, or even a picce
of tissue paper which is thus rendered tough and water-proof,
wiil answer the same purpose, though not transparent.
Where there is much separation, it is better to fortify the
wound in this way at once, and as fast as the first coating is.
applied and dry.

In dressing the wound left by the removal of the breast,
the preparation may be applied in the same way. If; how-
ever, adliesion by first intention be not desired, the gum may
be painted on in transverse strips, like adhesive cloth, let-
ting the first strip dry and giving it the gold-beater’s skin
support before the second is applied. Thus room is left for
the escape of pus, and the exposed portion may be watched
without removing the strips.

As a dressing after the operation for hair-lip or cancer of
the lip, where nnion by first intention and a narrow linear
cicatrix are so desirable, this answers particularly well, The
use of one or Lwo sutures to the mucous surface is not obvi-
ated, as the solution will not adhere to the moist epithelium,
orto a surface secreling mucus, with sufficient certaiuty.
But this does not interfere at all with the satisfactory result
upon the cuticle, as the skin will be probably united before .
the necessity for removing the satures arrives.

In operations for the restoration of parts, as, for instance, -
the nose, where union by first intention is important, we
have had no opportunity to see it applied, but from analogy

* flaving made a dog inacnsible with ether, T made an inci.
sion down the buck where the hair had been removed by an old
scald six or cight inches in length, and dreesed it alone with the
preparation, without o suture, The union was perfeet the whale
extent in aboyt thirty hours, even iy the old cieatriz.
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do not doubt that it would succeed perfectly, as it fulfils so
entirely {many of the requirements for such union. The
same of all plastic operations; and a drop placed upon a
small cut, or the puncture of a sub-cutaneous operation, seals
them hermetically.

In dressing an ulcer, where there is, of conrse, a loss of
soft parts, it is better to apply it throngh the intervention of
some medium. Let a strip of cloth or gold-beater’s skin be
cut of sufficient length, then let the two ends be covered
thickly, an inch or more, with the solution. Apply this
strip, like a strip of adhesive cloth, so that the middle of the
cloth, where there is none of the solution, shall come over
the ulcer. After all the strips are applied, the air may be
excluded by painting the cloth upon the outside over the ul-
cer with the solution. The same contraction goes on in dry-
ing, and so approximates the edges of the ulcer, and gives it
firm support.

These are a few points which may serve to illustrate the
general plan of the application of the adhesive gum to
wounds—it must be left to the surgeon to make special inves-
tigation, as particular cases may demand.:

To anticipate an obvious objection : the momentary pain
arising from the direct application of the ether to an incised
surface, may be in a great measure prevented by the inti-|
mate apposition of the edges of the wound. Again, this sti-
mulus is brief, and probably more than counteracted by the
refrigerating influence of the evaporating ether. Thete are
undoubtedly cases when such a stimulus would prove bene-
ficial. It is even possible that the rapidity of the union
which takes place under a coating of this gum,may be due,
in part, to the influence of this stimulus. i

L will allude, in a few words, to some of the surgical uses
of the solution of gun cotton unconnected with the dressing |
of wounds. It may probably be applied instead of starch to
a bandage enveloping a limb. Here, again, its power of

contraction is a desideratum, as a snug casing is generally
desired, and the force is exerted equally. Perhaps the limb
may be immersed in the solution without the intervention of
the bandage. Several coatings will here be required. Its;
use as a means of rendering pasteboard splints impervious to|
water has been suggested to me by Dr. H. J. Bigelow ; and |
4 hundred other applications may be made of it at the bed-
side by the surgeon, who knows its nature and qualities,
The pathologist, with his abrasions thus protected, may en-
ter the inflamed periloneal cavity with impunity, or examine
fearlessly the products of inocu'ate lesions. [n dissection,
hang-nails, sores, or abrasions of any kind, will be thus
fully protected.

TI'am informed that a series of experiments are being
now made at the Mass. General Hospital, by the surgeons
in attendance, who will be soon able to test its valne and
range of application.— Boston Mdical and Surgical Jour.

MIDWIFERY,

Abortion, and Menstruation during Pregnancy.—(Mr.
Whitehead, in. a recent work: on the Physiological and
Morbid . Conditions of the Uterus and their relations to the
Treatment of Abortion and Sterility, when treating of Abor-
tion. Iays down the three following positions from the cases
naniaiad:) ‘

1. That what is commonly called nlceration of the cervix
uteri may be the predisposing, as well as the immediately
exciting cause of abortion. ‘ ,

2. That the puralent product of uterine ulceration, under
some forms, at least, possesses virulent properties capable
of prodicing disease in another individual, or in another
part. of the same individual by inoculation s and probably
capable also, by being absorbed into the circulation of tho

same person, of materially disordering the fiuids, and of
creating thereby a peculiar susceptibility to disease.

3. That the application of caustics to the uterus, and the
employment of other active measures which I have heard
practitioners object to during pregnancy, as likely to en-
¢anger the well-being of the offspring, may not only be safely
administered, but that they constitute in fact one of the
principal means of securing both mother and child from
danger.

(In relation to menstruation during pregnancy, the follow-
ing are his conclusions ) ‘

1. That menstruation during pregnancy is, for the most
part, perbaps always, associated with an abnormal condition,
generally with ulcerative disease of the uterus, requiring’
at all times active remedial treatment. ‘

2. That hemorrhage during pregnancy is not nesessarily
associated with an altered relation of the parts within the
uterus, and, by timely care, need not interfere with the in-
tegrity of the ovum.

3. That menstruation, during the early periods of lactation,
is not always natural menstruation, but that it is generally
associated with morbid conditions which are amply adequate
1 the satisfactory explanation of the phenomenon; that
secondary hemorrhage is, in the majority of instances, not
owing to imperfect contraction, or atony of the uterine
fibres’; and that the discharge very probably proceeds, under
these circumstances, not from the inner surface of the uterus,
but from the diseased surfaces, situated upon paits external
to the cavity of the organ.—New York Journcl of Medicine.

Auscultation in Labor.—By A. H. McCrintock, M.D.
(Dub. Quar. Jour. Aug., 1847.)—1 shall now hriefly sum up,
in the form of aphotisms, the chief points of practical inter-
est contained in the preceding memoir, first reminding the
reader that upon each point I only speak with that degree of
confidence which my personal experience and observation
warrant.

1. Where the fwotus is alive, the sounds of its heart may
be always detected at some petiod of the labor, by any one
of ordinary proficiency in obstetric auscuitation.

2. The precise region of the abdomen in which the fwtal
heart is heard, affords auxiliary evidence of the position of
the ¢hild in utero, but cau never be relied on alone for de-
termining this point, or supersede the necessity for vaginal
examination.

3. In presentations of the lower extremities, whether it be
breech, foot, or knee, the fretal heart is usually heard most
distinctly in the vicinity of the umbilicus of the mother.

4. Conclusive auricularevidence of the existence of twins
m ulero isonly to be drawn from inequality of the number
of the beats of the two fretal hearts, and not merely from any
difference as to their respective positions,

5. If, in the course of a tedious or difficult labar, the feetal
cardiac sonnds, from having been distinct and clear, grad-
ually become feeble and obscure, and ultimately inaudible,
even with every precaution against deception, under these
circumstances, their absence is entitled to rank as positive
evidence of the child’s death; but without the previous
successive examinations this conclusion would be destitute
of any positive character.

6. In cases where ergot of rye has been given to hasten
delivery, auscultation of the fetal heart is the only certain
way by which we can know when the medicine is com-
mencing to exert an injurious influence upoa the child;
consequently the stethoscopic indications are alone entitled
to confidence for determining the exact time when the state
of the fatus calls for and justifies interference.

7. In cases simulating rupture of the uterus, the persistence
of the fretal heart’s sound is a strong proof against the oc-
currence of the accident, and the more advanced the period
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" at which they arc andible after the setfting in of bad symp-
" toms, the more conclusive is the evidence that rupture has
" not taken place; whilst on the other hand, the sudden
cessation of the feetal pulsations, where they had beeu dis-
tinctly audible -a short time previously, would strongly
corroborate other existing symptoms of laceration of the
~uterus.

8. After an attack of puerperal convulsions in the seventh
.or eighth month of pregnancy, where labor has not immedi-
ately supervened, the prognosis should be very much regu-
lated by the stale of the feetus; for if it be proved by the
stethoscope that the child is alive, we may venture to hope
that gestation will go on undisturbed (uniess the convul-
sions recur) ; whereas, if the child has been destroyed, its
expulsion will take place, probably, 1a ten or fourteen days
from the date of the convulsive attack.

9. No certain conclusion regarding the state of the feetus
can be drawn from the characters of the placental soufflet.

10. In cases of flooding before delivery, observation of
the placental bruit may supply useful diagnostic information,
by pointing out the part of the uterus to which the after-birth
ig attached, and herehy showing whether the hemorrhage
be accidental or unavoidable.

11. Auscultation of the heart in stiil-born children more
accurately acquaints us with the state of the child’s vital
powers, than any other source of information, and is,
therefore, well deserving of employment in all such cases.

B MATERIA MEBICA AUD CHEMISTRY.

Proressor BraNoe on (ke Physiological Properties and Uses
of the Vapours of Ether and Chloroform.—At the cvening meet-
ing of the members of the Royal Institntion on Friday the 28th
Junuary, Mr. Brande gave a lecture on the physiological pro.
perties and uses of the vapours of cther and chloroform. The
theatre was completely filled before the hour of lecture, the novelty
of the subject having proved a great source of attraction. The
objoct of the lecturer was evidently that of suiting his remarks to
a popular audience; henee, any detailed repurt of the lecture
would he unsuited to our pages,

M. Brande commenced by calling attention to the production
of alechol from sugar by fermentation,  Biher and chloroform
were derived from the decomposition of aleohol, but by widely
different processes ; and, although the vapours of tite two produets
resemble each other in the power of producing insensibility, they
were entirely difterent in chemical propertics.  The process of
making ether on Mitscherlich’s plan was then demonstrated, A
mixture of ‘sulphuric acid and water was kept at a temperature
from 282° to 302°, and aleoho! was allowed to drop on it. The
product obtained was called Fther, or, in enmmon language,
Sulphuric Ether, Unlike chloroform it had been long known to
scientific men. It was first deseribed by Valerius Cordus, in
1540, under the name of OQlewm vitrioli dulce. 'The term Ether
was applied to it 190 years aflerwards by Iirobenius, who de.
scribed its properties in a paper published in the Philusophical
Transactions.

1t is a light volatile liquid, having, when highly rectified, a
specific gravity of 00716 at 68°. It is very mflammable, burning
with a bright yellow flume, and producing, by combustion, water
and carbonic acid, The liquid gives off a very heavy vapour,
which may be casily poured from one vessel to anather like a
heavy invisible gas. ‘This was shown by placing a few drops in

" atest glass, and, after a fow minntes, pouring the vapour into
another vessel containing air.  On applying a candle tho vapour

- was k'ndled in the second vessel, and it was proved that it had
-entirely left the test-glass, . :

Chloroform was first made known to chemists, by Soubeiran,
in" 1831, and Liebig in 1832, It is ohtuined by the distillation of
alcohol with a solution of chloride of lime,  When rectificd and
redistilled, it forms a very heavy ‘colourless transparent hquid.
Its boiling point ‘is considerably higher than thut of ether: its
vapoyr ‘iz much more denso and 1z not inflarpnable.  If the
yepoRr bo eondentrated it exijnguishes s fighted sandle s if miyed

with air it causes the wick to burn with a smoky flame (earbon
being separated by the chlorine) ; and at the same time muriatic
acid is produced, a fact proved by suspending above the vessel a
sheet of litmus paper, which becomes reddened during the com.
bustion,

The lecturer then passed to a deseription of the narcotizing
propertics of these vapours—that of ether introduced by Mr Morton
in 1846, and that of chloroform in 1847, by Dr. Simpson. The
cfiects of cther-vapour were deseribed according to the different
stages laid down in the work of Dr. Snow. Our readers are well
acquainted with them, and it is unnecessary to deseribe them.
Chloroform vapour had an action analogous to that of ether: it
was said to be more agrecable and less irritating to respire than
cther vapour; but the lecturer ascribed the irritant propertics oc-
casionally observed in cther vapour to its admixture with aleohol.
The coma mizht be earricd te a most profound degree in the two
cascs 3 but in the use of chloruforn, the insensibility is more sud-
denly and rapidly induced ; and it more speedily disappears after
the removal of the apparatus. It has been also vbscrved that lees
fatigue and cxhaustion have been produced. ‘

A question had been raised whethier sensibility was really anni-
hilated under the influence of these vapours, or whether the
patient did not saffer at the time, but had no recollection of the
pain on his recovery. This was rather a metaphysical than a
physiological part of the ingairy ; and there were no facts by which
the question eould be solved. "Some patients had undoubtedly a
conseiousness of the operation during its performance. ‘

At this point of the lecture, a healthy Guinca.pig, which ha
been frequently ehiloroformized, was introduced, and placed under
a large glass shade into which sixty drops of ehloroform were
poured. The animal continued netive for several minutes, feeling
probably only uncomfortable from his confinement and the want
of fresh air. ~ Suddenly he became apparently drowsy, and fell
over in an insensible state.  When the shade was removed, he
was breathing slowly, and the body was lid in front of the table,
under the expectation that in a few minutes he would recover
himself, and resume his locomotive powers.  After ashort interval,
there were convulsions of onie of the hind legs; but no sign of
life manifested itsclf. and on making inquiry after the lecture, it
was stated that the patient was dead.

We may remark incidentally, that the death of the animal was
probably to be aseribed to his having had an over.dose of the
vapour. [Ilis body was, in fact, immersed in a dense atmosphere
of the vapour, in which there was an insufficient mixture of airto
sustain life. ‘

The lectnrer feonciuded by remarking that under proper pre-
cautions, these vapours might be used with safety in sargical
operations.  OFf the two, chloroform wus thic more perpectly
adapted 1o the object of allaying insensibility ; but at the samo
time it required greater care in ils administration, for it was more
dangerous than cther. )

-Numerous inhalers of various kinds were on the table : thesc it
is unnecessary to deseribc.—London Medical Gazette.

On the Effect of Coffee in Diminishing the Bitler Taste of
Sulphate of Quinine. By M. Quevesse.—Sulpliate of quinine
is less soluble in anlinfusion of coffee than in water : this is evi-
dently the canse to which the property possessed by the former
liquid, of masking the bitterness of ‘the quinine, must be referred.
Besides this the part remaining undissolved at the bottom of the
vessel absorbs certain clements of the coffec {amongst others
tannin and eolouring matier), ‘and becomes still less soluble, not
only in an infusion of cuffee, but also in pure water.  With res-
pect to the practical infercnees to be drawn from these observations
in a pharmaceutical point of view, it may be remarked that, be~
sides the necessity already pointed out by M. Dorvault (Réper-
toire de Pharmacie, L. 3, Juin 1847), of not dissolving the salt of
quinine previously in acidulated water, but of putting it in.powder
in the infusion of coffee, and taking it whilst in a state of suspen.-
sion, it is better that the coflee should net be very warm when the
sulphate of quinine is added, the snlvent power of the liquid, and,
consequently, the development of the bitter taste, increasing with
the temperatura.  The enffec should not be employed too strong,
as that would increase the tendeney to the formation of tannate
of quinine—n salt lcss solluble, and, eonsequently, less aotive than
the suiphnte, Nine grains of zulphate of guinineg, added to an in-
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on a Case of Rape.

fusion of two and a-half drachms of coffec, in three ounces of
water, with sugar ad libitum, are suitable proportions.

As regards the efiect produced on the activity of the sulphate
of quinine, when thus mixed with coftee, these observations would
naturally lead us to inquire how far this diminution of solubility
could injure the effect of the medicine. It is evident that starting
with this general principle, uncentrovertible both in physiology and
chemistry, that the activity of bodics is increascd in proportion as
they are dissolved, or readily acted on by the liquids with which
they come in contact; and remarking, on the other hand, what
has been proved by actual experiment, that sulphate of quinine,
dissolved in acidulated water, acts more promptly and energetically
than when in a state of partial sollution in pure water, or in pills,
we must arrive ot the conclusion that the manner of administra-
tion, of which we are now treating. is disadvantagcous. But, at
the same time, sulphate of quinine, being a medicine alnost inva,
riably very decided in its action, we believe, that in the mujority
of cases, notwithstanding the disadvantages resuiung from its di-
minished solubility, this discovery will prove useful to ivalids, by
enabling them to tale what to some is a disagrecable medicine,
without pereciving the taste. Still, it is right that the physicia:
ehould be acquainted with these disadvantagces, that in obstinate
cases he might either increase a little the duse, or rather have re-
course to a more favourable modc of administration, namely solu.
tion of acidulated water.—Journal de Pharmacie.

| — —
MEDICAL JURISPRUDENGE.

We copy from the Western Luncet the following instrctive
case. We perfectly agree with the cditor of the Weatern Luncet,
that M*Comas was convicted upon insufficient evidence ; but, at
the same time, we caunot forbear the reflection, that the case
was onc¢ which coiild have Leen clearly and uncquivocally deter-
mined by medical testimony, had the proper means been employed.
It is one of those cases in which the value of the mcroscope, as
adjuvant to the ends of justice, stands brightly forth; and we
cannot avuid contrasting the case with a parallel one recorded in
the Zondon end Edinburgh Monthly Jouradl for April, 1844,
permitting our readers to draw their own conclusions :—

The following case of supposed rape, affords a melanchuly
comment on the * glorivus uncertaintics of the kuw.” It is clear,
agreeably to the lights of modern medical jurisprudence, that the
unfurtunate man, who was the subject of the eriminal prosecu.
tion, whatever may have been his vicious intentions, was con.
victed upon msufticient, and altogether irrelevant proof. 'The
existence of inflammation, with suppuratien, inthe exterior geni-
tal organs of a girl nine years of age, the hymen uninjured, is a
most unwarrantable ground of evidence by which to convict u
man of the serious erime of rape. :

Remarks wupon « Case of Rape, tried in the St. Louis
Criminal Court. By Cuartss W. Svevens, M.D.—(Missowri
Med. and Surg. Jour.)—DMessus, korrons: We have heard
much said about the uncertainty of medicine, and also of the
*¢ glorious uncertainty of the law.” 1 propose to submit for pab.
lication in your valuable journal, a few remarks upon a case re-
cently tried in the Criminal Court of this County, in which were
involved some points of law and medicine, or legal medicine ;
and if I am not mistaken, your readers will perceive that here
also there is uncertainty.

A young man by the name of M*Comas was charged with an
attempt to violate the person of Mary Young, a child about nine
years of age. ‘The testimony went to show, that the prisoner, at
‘iwo different times, had taken the girl upon Ins lap and raised her
clothing. At onc time this occurred in M*Comas’s private ronm,
and again when they were riding in a buggy. In both instanecs
the girl sat sideways upon his lap. ‘i‘he mother discovered stains
upor: the drawers of the child, rescinbling those made by seminal
Huid. She charged the duughter with having permitied some
man to meddle with her.  When threatened with chustisement,
she gave the name of M‘Comas. I'he mother examined the pri.
vate parts, and found them influmed, and discharging wattir, the
discharge still existing [n period of several weeks). A respeetable

medical gentleman of the city, was called to the case imme.
diately after the disease was discovercd by the mother. He exa.
minied the stains upon the clothing,—thought they might have
been produced by seminal fluid ; wasnot certain that such was the
case; stains resenbling them might be caused by other discharges ;
young girls were subject to diseases in which there were dis.
charges (rom the genital organs; found the nymphe and orifice
of the vagina m a state of inflammation. o

T was called to visit the gl about eight days after the gentle.
man above referred to, did not sce the clothing or the stains
examined by tho other physician ; found the labia, nympha, and
orifice of the vagina inflamed, accompanied by a muco-purulent
discharge. Visited her again a fow days after; found the parts
still inflamed, und the discharge more abundant, and mixed with
blood. Saw ber again five weeks afier my first visit; the inflam.
maticn had nearly subsided, but the discharge was still consider-
aple, and somewimt bloody; found the hymen uninjured.  The
physician regulurly emyployed by the prisoner, testified that he
had not been called upon to preseribe fur gonorrheea.  In the
above, ail the prominent or essential points of the testimony relat.
ing to the fucts of the case, are fairly stated. The prisoner was
senienced to three years’ confinement in the penitentiary, .

Now, whether justice has been done the prisoner, in this in-
stance, I am unable positively to say; but I was forcibly im.
pressed with the trath of Sir Matthew [lale's remark upon this
crime, when he says, *“ It is an zccusation casy lo be made, and
harder to be proved, but harder to be defended by the party ac-
cased, though innecent.”  Taylor, in his excelient work on Me-
dical Jurisprudence, says, “ That for one real case of rape there
are ten pretended cases.”  Our works on legal medicine abound
with reports of cases, whiere persons have been unable to defend
themselves against these charges, and have suffered, not only in
the loss of reputatian, but by imprisonment, and ihe scverest
penalties “in the powers of the law 1o inflict, and yet, after deve.-
lopments or disclosures have shown them to be innocent.

The ease of M*Cemas was one in which but little positive tes.
timony was addaced. It was one of those perplexing cases in
which ncarly all the witnesses, especially the medical witnesses,
expressed their opinion with the greatest caution and reserve; and
this of necessity, because unable to arrive at definite conclusions
upon the subject. A prominent purpose on the part of the pro-
secution, after fuiling by positive testimony to prove conncetion or
an attempt at the sane, scemed to be, to convinee the jury that
the girl was afieeted with gonorrheeie; and it was upon this puint
the case hinged, as must have been apperent to all who attended
the trial.  In fuct, T was so informed by vie of the jurors after
the deeision.  1f it had baen fully established that Mary Young
was aflveted with this discase, the jury would certainly have had
better reason to conclude that the prisoner had conmmunicated the
disease to her.  The jury did not convict M*'Comas because stains
were found upon the drawers, resembling those made by seminal
fluid, for the child had at this time a discharge from the vagina,
that fully accounted for the stains ; thev did not find him guilty
alone upon the testimony of the child, for she stated that she sat
upon his lap sideways, and in no other manner. The jury must
have reasoned in this way:—The girl sut upon the Iup of-
M Comas; she afterwrds was attacked witk gonorrkea: therefore,
ke attenipted to coinmit « vape upon hevy and the charge is sus-
tained.~~Nuw, leaving cut of view the fute of the prisoner, aswell.
as the justice or injustice of the verdiet, let us ask the question,
can any physician, in a case like this, guided by the best lights
in the profession, determing with such certainty as o conable him
to testily in a court of justice, whether the disease be gondrrken
or gaginal catlarrh, of some writers, or the muco-purulent dis.
charge which young gisls are subject Lo from a variety of causes?

Trial of Johu Hundlton for Assaull, with iutent tv Ravish.—
Losts for the Seminal Fiuid. .

In the High Court of Justiciary, at Fdinburgh, on' Menday,
27th November, 1813, John 1Lmsilton was tried for the alterna.-
tive crimes of assaull, with intent to ravish Elizabeth Braidwood,
a child under the age of puberty, and to the grievous and severe
injury of her person; or, of using lewd and indecent practises
towards the child, to the grievous and severe injury of her person.

The injury here libelled on consisted in the communieation of
gonorrhawa, with whiclt the prisoner was aflected at the time of
the alleged otfence. . ' :
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The prool led was of the most distressing character (the age of
the injured child not excceding scven years), aud completely
esteblished the commission of the crime (which had been repeated
on severzl oceasions), as well as the communication of the discase.
‘The medical reports are subjoined.

Report by Messrs. John and Henry Duncan Spens Goodsir.

s Edinburgh University Anatomical Muscum, 3th September,
1843.—Having been i2quested to examine certain stains or spots
on some shirfs, a shift, a sheet, towel, and apron, in possession of
the police, and to pronounce, if possible, as to their nature, T have
1o report, that, after careful investigation, T have arrived at the
following results: ‘

st1st, On a shift, labelled as belonging to a girl named Braid-
wood, and on two coloured shirts, labetled as having been taken
from the house of John Hamilton, I observed large spots or stains
of a yellow colour, entircly resembling the stains produced by
purulent dischargee from the genitals.

 «2d, On the girl's shift, and on a white shirt, two coloured
shirts, a coarse towel, a sheet, and a small white apron, taken
from the house of John Hamilton, I observed spots characterised
by their faint colour, but particularly by their stiffncss, as if they
hed been produced by starching, On the girl’s shift, which was
much stained by yellow matter, the stiff sputs could only be de-
tected by the feel, but that very distinctly. These suff spots
resembled, in all respeets, those producad by seminal discharges.

«3d, When one of the stiff spots had been cut {rom the girl's
shift, and another from the towel taken from John Hamilton’s
house, and had been steeped in separate portions of cold distilled
water for some hours, they cmitted a strong characteristic odour
of seminal fluid.

« 4th, When the two portions of muddy water, in which the
two pieces of linen had becn stecped, were examined microscopi-
cally, seminal animalcules, or spermatozoa, were detected. The
majority of them were mulilated—the greater part of the tail
being generally broken off, and the head not so plump as in the
living state; but perfect specimens were also detected, differing
in no respect, or in the minutest detail, from the living animal-
cules, except in the want of mution.

w5th, I conclude, therefore, from the evidence afforded by the
Sacts just stated, that the stiff spols er stains on the girl's shift,
and on the man’s shirls, towels, §-c., were produced by the semi-
nal fluid of @ man.

(Signed) ¢ Joun Goosir, Surgeon and
Conservator of Anatomical Muscum of University
of Edinburgh, 21, Lothian Strect, Edinburgh.
Hexry D. S. Goobsir, Surgeon and
Conservator of the Royal College of Surgeons of
Edinburgh, residing with Mr. John Goodsir, Sur.
geon, 21, Lotbian Street, Edinburgh.”

Certificate by Dr. Jumes Yarrall, Professor of Midwifery.

« 1 hereby certify, on soul and conscience, that I have, within
the lest cight days, examined, on three different occasions, John
Hamilton, at present a prisoner in the lock-up house. By these
examinations I have satisficd myself that Hamiiton has a discharge
from the urethra which has the usual characters of gonorrheea in

“its Ilatter stages. Further, I have had an opportnity of secing
"some of the seminal animalcules, obtained from the clothes worn
by the girl, who accuses him of having attempted scxual con-
nexion with her.  Tiiese animalcules are decisive of the spot or
spots on the shift, from which they were talcen, being stained by
male semen.  On this subject, however, I enclose the opinions of
the Messrs. Goodsir, two of the best microscopists in Scotland,
and whose observations on such a subject as the present may be
_most implicitly relied upon.

(Signed) «J. V. Smaresow, M.D., Professor of Midwifcry.

'« Edinburgh, 10th Scptember, 1843.”

The jury found the prisoner guilty of the graver erime, that of
assault, with the intent to ravish, and other aggravations, as laid
in the indictment ; whercupon he was sentenced to be transported
for fourteen years.

{The report by the Messre. Goudsir, and accompanying certifi-
cate of Dr. Simpson, are of grcat interest, as indicating the satis.
factory mode of ascertaining the presence of seminal fluid on linen
some Lime after its being depusited. Alter an interval of weeks,
and even months, the same method of inquiry has proved suceess-
ful in other cuses.} T

MISCELLANEOUS.

MISCELLANEOUS GENERAL AND MEDICAL
INTELLIGENCE.
. Poisoning by Mace.—A case was lately recorded by Dr. Watson
in the Provincial Journal, The quantity taken was about a tea.
spoonful.  In the course of an hour pain was felt at vertex, with
slight nausca. In three hours more giddiness was superadded ; cold
shivering succeeded, atiended by cxcessive heats ; sensation of
blood flowing violently to the head, with feeling of intensc pres.
sure. Some brandy was administered, and the patient felt as if
violently galvanized. Mind unclonded, consecious of danger,
although not apprehensive of it. Pulsc varied from 70 to 100.
There was great prizcordial anxicty. When seen by two physi-
cians the fect were coid, head throbbed, eyes injecled, counte.
nance peculiar, and * the words employed to cxpress his sensa-
tions sceined sclected for their ment of being the opposite of
what should have been used.” Temporals pulsated strongly for
several hours, The intcllectual disturbance continued for three
days. Emetics were cexhibited, with stimuolants after.” The
effects preduced can only be attributable to the essential oil, con.
stituting, according to James, 1.18th of the oil obtainable by ex.
pression.—The influenza is very prevalent at Strasbourg, attended
with grcat mortality. Bronchitis and pneumonia were its most
common sequele.—The deaths from cholera at Constantinople
were from 14 to 22 per cent. daily.  3d December last, cramps
were not a common symptom. The axillary temperature was
often 97° to 99°. Death commonly occurred in from 2 to 12
hours after the attack. Information to January 17 stotes, that,
owing to the cold, it had ccased in the provinces around the
Caspian ; it existed, however, in Moscow, Mohilew, and Witefisk,
but the cases were mild. Intelligence from Aleppo (18th Dec,),
states that it had appeared at Beregik, on the Euphrates, causing
10 to 15 deaths daily.  On the whole, the accounts were favour.
able; the wintry weather having caused a subsidence in the num-
ber of cases, and their severity.—~The Guzetfe Medicale states,
that a woman at Nicderheim, in labour, sent for her physician,
For particular rcasone, he ordered his servant to bleed her, after -
which she sank and died. The parish curate, called to admiuister
the consolations of religion, finding her dead, performed the
Casarian scction, with a common table kuife, and extracted a
child wineh lived long enough to be baptized. " The servant was
prosccuted for illegal practice, while it was held no offence in law,
for any person not licensed 1o practisc, to perform the Cmsarian
operation on a female recently after death.—In consequence of the
prevalence of poisoning by arsenic, it has been proposed in France
1o colour it with Prussian blue, and to mix with it a smali quan.
lity of nux vomica,—A writer in the London Medical Gazette,
states the number of deaths among medical men in Ireland (about
2609). for the four years preceding 1847, was 252, forming an
average of 62 per annum. Of these 252, 76 died from fever,
forming an average of 19 per annum. Last year 191 died, of
whom 123 were from fever alone—a rate of about 1 to cvery 14
of the profession.~The London Mcdical Guzette (March 3),
complains {and not without cause) of the enactments of Lord
Morpeth’s Health of Towns Bill. In a measure of that kind
one would naturally have supposed, that the chief appointinents
would have been held by medical men, whosc education particu-
larly qualifics them for such duties; but there is not the slightest
likelihood of such being the case. On the contrary, cngi;écrs.
and surveyors, and id genns omue, are the men who stand the
greatest chance of receiving the official stations. In sanitary
questions, they must have recomse to the profession again ; and
thus is the knowledge of its members filched away.  It'is time
that the profession should be stirriag for its own interest in theee
matters, and more deference will be paid to it, when the informa-
tion which it is capable of furnishing is not so readily yiclded.
The Gazette remarks, that * there is no guarantec that the
General Board will contain even one member of the profession,
and engincers, surveyors, and town clerks, are likely to take the
rlace of medical men in the subordinate® appointinents.”—An
arrangement has been recently entered into between the English
licensing bodies for a medical reform Bill. Itis intended, 1st,
That there shall be a Council for the general controul of medical
education and practice. 2d, That two.thirds of this Counecil
should consist of registered members of the profession, * 3d,
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Names of all licensed to be enregisicred ; a smali fee for thuse
already licensed ; five pounds for those to be afterwards licensed.

th, The registration to be annually renewed without additional
fee. 5th, ‘The Register to be a legal evidence of right to prac-
tise. 6th, The Apothcearics’ Company to be abolished, and a
Royal College of General Practitioners substituted. - Tth, That
those persons at present licensed to practise shall be registered as
general practitioners, whose names are enrolled within the first
year, but afterwards no person 1o be enrolled unless he has ful.
filled certain conditions of education, ané has been examined by,
and has received a license from, the Royul College of General
Practitioners, and the Royal College of Surgcons.  8th, That the
Fellows or Members of the College of Surgeons may be regis.
tered as Surgeons, but after the passing of the Act, all who be.
come members of the Coilege to undergo examination by the
College of General Practitioners, and be registered as General
Practitioners.  9th, Those only to he registered as Physicians,
who have becn admitted members of the Royal College of Gene-
ral Practitioners, according to the terms of a new charter now in
preparation. The proposal appears to give general satisfactinn
in England; but the cc-operation of the Trish and Scottish Col-
leges fias not been ascertained.—O:fila has been arbitrarily sus.
pended by the Provisional Government of France, from his office
of Dean of the Faczulty of Medicine of Paris, and M. Bouillaud
has been appointed in his stcad. It is a matter of surprise to us
that political rancour will find its victims even in official stations
in the medical profession, and sacrifice a world-spread reputation
on the altar of party fecling. Considering the cause of his dis.
missal, and the reputation of the man himself, we are astonished,
that onc was found so readily to fill his place.—Skeletons of men
and animals, in a finc state of preseivation, have been discovered
in the marshes of Scania, Sweden.  Arms, instruments {or sport,
and utensils, have been found near them, ull of stone, indicative
of an utter ignorance of metals among the people. They belong
to a primitive race, traditions of whom exist in the north of
Europe. Dr. Lilliewalch, the discoverer, hus placed his disco-
veries at the disposition of the Minister of Public Instruction in
France.—Twenty-five dollars, with board, have been offered at
New York, for nurses to attend patients with ship-fever—A man
lives in Catskill, N. Y., who has been tapped 108 times for
drapsy, and has had 2,592 pounds of water taken from him. In
other respects his health appears to be good.— A fatal case of the
use of chloroform occurred in Cincinnati, Ohio. A Mrs., Sim-
mous inhaled the vapour before an operation ou her teeth,  Death
occurred within five minutes. ‘The patient was put, in accordance
with Dr. Simpson’s suggestion, as speedily as possible under its
influence, to which Dr. Murray, who reports the case in the
Boston Journal, refers the fatal issue,~-Dr. Sabin, of Williams-
town, Massachusctts, has administered successfully the vapour of
chloroform in a case of convulsions in an infant aged 5 months.
The effect was markedly beneficial.—The Boston Medical Jour-
nal, April 5, contains a nice article, beaded * Abettors of Quuck.
ery.” Certain parties, who were lately aliuded to in this Journal,
are most respcetfully} directed to it~—An infirmary for sick chil-
dren has existed for several years in Boston, founded and sup.
ported by Amos Lawrence, Esq.  All the expenses, amounting
to about $5000 annually, are defrayed by the liberal and Chris-
tian founder.—Dr. J. F. loltun has been appointed Professor of
Botany 1o the New York College of Pharmacy.  This is the first
amfessorship of that branch instituted in the United States—A

ussian paper states that in Moscow 3 lady now lives who has
attained the age of 168 years, and who was married to her
fifth husband in her 121st year.—Died at Cobourg, on the 15th
March, Thomas York, aged 105 years. York was well known
in this city as a faithful servant.—~ A young man in New Bedford
inhaled the chloroform for amusement. Convulsions supervened,
lasting 16 hours. A student of medicine in Baltimore, {rom the
same cause, became insensible, and remaincd so for one hour and
a half. At the Baltimore Almshouse it was recently given to a
patient furiously maniacal; in a minute he was calmed.—"The
British ship Emigrant arrived at the Quarantine, New York, the
other day. 16 of the passcngers and 2 of the crew died of fever
on the passage; and 4 of the crew and 130 passengers were
taken sick to the hospital. 3,103 more immigrants have arrived
at New York curing January and February this vear, than daring
the same period last year.—A wecaver in Seotland, who forged »
diploma, and, under its authority, visited a patient, and received

a fee, has been condemned to 9 monthy imprisonment.—Mary
Anne Hunt, the conviet for murder, whoese pregnancy was de-
nied by a Jury of Matrons, but confirmed’ by a medical com.
mission, has been recently delivered of a female infant, The
sentence has been commuted 1o trancportation.—Decline of
Homeopathy in England—The following resolution was recently
adopted by the committee of the Homeopathic Hospital, ¢ That
taking a review of the present position of the English Homeo-
pathic Asseciation, in relation 1o the means possessed for carrying -
on an hospital in connexion thercwith, the committee deem it
necessary to declare their opinion, that for the present the action
of the Hospital shall ccase.”—Dr. King, in the New York 4An.
nalist (Mareh 15), reports the snceceasful freatment of a case of
poisoning fiom the bite of a ¢ copper head” snake, by means of
indign. It was cmployed extcrnally dissolved in water, and in.
ternally in half drachm doscs every two hours.  The effect was
marked and rapid. This remedy is also proposed as a remedy for
the bite of the adder, and in stings of the bee and musquito,—
Rewarkable Phennmenon—The water in the Niagara River, at
the villape of Black Rock, fell, during the night of March 3,
1848, three feet lower, than was ever before noticed. At the
Falls the waterfall retired to a considerable extent towards the
centre, so that the ‘Table Rock was left dry sufliciently to cnable
those who had the good fortune to be in the vicinity, to go as far
across the river above as to be dircetly over the tremendous fall.
A pole was planted in the centre of the Horse-shoe fall. Of the
old Chippewa fort, and about 100 feet below Jow water mark, a
gas spring was discovered in the bed of the Niagara River. The
gas conducted into a gan-barrel was ignited. Several bayonets,
muskets and swords, &c., were picked up. The cause is attri.
buted to the accumulation of ice at the ingress of the river from
Lake Erie closing for a time the inlet  These events occurred
about midnight. There was but slight wind, and itsdirection was
E.N.E.—Population of Hamilton, C.W.—The rcturns bave just
been made; and the population is returned at 9,990, The lust
census was taken in July, 1816, ‘The present return exhibits an
increase of 3,158, in the short space of 1 year and 9 monthe.—
A New System of Proctice—The St. Louis Medical ond Sur.
gical Journal for November states, that in Arkansas there is a
man who practises medicine on a system which he calls the fe.
to-tum system.  fle uscs an instrument having cight sides, similar
to the toy of the same name used by children. On each side of
the octagon is a letter of the alphabet, corresponding with a pre.
cise indication; e. g., V for vomit, G for ghster, P for purge, C
for calomel, and so on.  When called to sce a patient, the sage
takes his instrument, and, without examining pulse or tongue, or
asking 2 question, spins it before the patient, and administers
aceording to its revelations.  His success is great, and his reputa-
tion unbounded, so much so, as to throw in the shade Thomp.
sonianism, llomoopathy, DNydropathy, and the Urinascopists,
What the next humbug may be, time will tell.—Dr. Joncs, of
St. Louis, Missouri,in the Western Journal of Medicine and Sur-
gery, April, 1848, announces the Datura Stramonium as pusscss.
ing emmenagogue powers.  Tle preseribes a tincture of the sceds
preparcd by digesting for ten days four ounces of the seeds in a
pint of procf spirit, the dose of which is 20 drops, three times
a day; adding a drop cxtra cach day, until dizziness, vertigo, or
the catamenia appeared.—The Medical School attached to Wil
Juughby Universiy, at Columbus, Ohio, has received from a Mr.
Lyne Stuzling, the munificent donation of $30,000, two.thirds of
which are to be spent in the crection of a College edifice, and the
remainder to found an hospitzl for clinical instruction. The
Kchool is to be henceforth called the Starling Medical College.—
An itincrant woman, thirsting for fame and filthy lucre, is en-
deavouring to get up a ** female” College of Midwivesin Boston.
—There dicd at Wexford, C.\W., Mr. Daniel Aiken, aged 120
years. This patriurch was married 7 tuncs, and had 570 grand
and great grand children; 370 of whom were boys and 200 girls.
—Aldehyde is proposed by some French physicians as an anzes.
thetic agent instcad of chloroform. Its advantage is stated to
reside in its chicapnass, but its powers are not so ceriain as those
of chloroform. It is preparad by distilling alcohol from sitlphuric
acid and the peroxide of manganese.
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The « Biitish Colonist® Again.—It is the charac-
teristic of a mind, even slightly imbued with a prin-
ciple of honor, to acknowledge an error when it has
been pointed out to it, especially when that error in-
volves the reputation of others.. The mere sense of jus-
tice, innate in every properly constituted mind, naturally
prompts to such a course, inducing it to make repara-
tion for the injury which it may have either unwittingly
or unadvisedly inflicted. Such a procedure, and under
such circumstances, is honourable and manly, but,
above all, is in strict accordance with a person’s moral
obligation to his neighbour. An opposite course of]
conduct, while it betrays 2 deficiency of upright prin-
ciple, indicates also an obliquity of morals and feeling
which would debase everything to its own grovelling
level, and proscribe every attempt at e\cellerce.
Among those who have selected the latter course of]
action, we are constrained to place the British Colo-
nist, of Toronto, and not without too subistantial reason.
In its issue of November 2, ult., it indulged in & wanton
calumny against the reputation of the University of
McGill College, in this city, which we felt ourselves
called upon to repel in our number of Ist December,
denymb, in tofo, the assertions upon which the ca-

lumny  was based, and at the time indicating the
fallacies of the Colonist. The imputation went
forth, and the error was pointed out ; andwe ask, has
the Colonist had the candour to retract even onc word
of its injurious imputations against the university ? No.
Bat, with a degree of ignorance of medical matters of|
noordinary kind for a paper which professes to know
so much about them, and which, moreover, its vanity
prevents it from endeavouring to understand thoroughly,
the original imputation s, 'in its issue of 21st instant,
again repeated, and the insinuation is levelled through
" Dr. Workman, one of its graduates, with the doubly ma-
lignant intent of inllicting a personal and professional
injury on that gentleman, and of attempting egain to
disparage, through him, the degrees of the university,
The one or'the other of such objects is unworthy of
any press plof ssing to the slightest degrec of respect.
: ..tbxhly, and is, in our opinion, a pmfect prostitution of'
its high prerogative. :

It appears that Dr. Workman, in his capacity of
chairman of the Toronto Board of Health, had occasion
to correct cextain mistatements wade by the Toronto

Ezaminer, in relation to the condition of the patients
in the emigrant hospital last summer, based upon the
hospital return, published at the same time, and which
we intend to copy in our ensuing number. Dr. Work-
man toak the occasion to disavow the slightest intention
on his part to reflect on the management of the pre-
ceding chairman of the board, a construction which
the two journals referred to placed upon certain parts of
his letter. Among the Colonist’s editorial comments
on Dr. W.s letter, we find the following: « That it
was expected of the Board of Health to interfere with
the plan of treatment adopted by the medical officers
in the hospital, is a chimera of Dr. W.’s creation ;
and we no more entertained the idea than we supposed
it likely that the medical officers in question would
yield their Judmh(:ht to the Board of Health, even
though the latter might be supposed to be influenced
by a doctor of medxcmc hailing from McGill College
before the passing of the ‘act of the provincial parim-
ment, in 1847, to mcoxpoz ate the members of the
medical prof‘essxon in Lower Canada, and to regulate
the study of physic and surgery therein” The rushto
Montreal for medical diploma s has considerably abated
since the passing of that act,” &e. &e.

The motive' which has induced the British Colonist
to persevere in this system of detraction, is to us a
perfect mystery.  On perusing this additional attack
on-the reputation of the university, the reflections to
which a moment ago we have given expression, forced
themselves on our mind; and as we think few will
dissent from them, the infercnce is legitimate, that the
opinion entertained by such a party of the value of the
degrees of the college, will e matter of perfect indif-
fercnce to every right thinking person ;- and we are
cqually persuaded, as far as ])r. Workman is con-
cerned, that that gentleman’s character, founded on
liis professional and literary acquirements, of which
we have a personal knowledge, neither can nor will
be influenced by any remarks emanating from such a
source, and whose maliguity is so transparent.

But we bave again a word to say with reference to
the alleged facts of the Colonist; and our statement
will be comprised in as short 2 space as possible. st
"The University of M‘Gill College has no connection
whuatever with the College of Physicians and Surgqbns
established by the Provincial Act 0{' 1847. 24, Tue
two bodies are uult,p(-udem the one of the other. 3d,
The course of medical education prescribed by the Uni.
versity and the College is as nearly as possible ‘the
same. 4th, The rush to Montreal of Upper Canadian
students has 2ot abated since the passing “of the Act
alluded to, the number of such gentlemen in atteud-
ance at the session just concluded heing above the
average.. And. 5th, The M¢Gill College degneepos-
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sesses a value and an influence equal with that of any
on this continent, and of most of the Universities of
Great Britain ; and so long as the University is guided
Ly the same principles which have hitherto charac-
terised it, and from which we pereeive no dercliction,
its degrees will continue to enjoy the same value and
the same influcnce, long after their slanderer has been
buried in his kindred dust. We place the foregoing
facts in opposition to the assertions of the Colonist,
and we permit it to digest them as hest it may.

The Colonist may he a very excellent, or a very
indiflerent, political paper, for aught we either know
or care; but the wisest as well as the most ignorant
may still learn something. WNe sutor ultra crepidam
contains a germ of wizdom of great practical value,
which we particalarly commend to its careful atten-
tion ; but if, peradventure, with even its slender ac-
quaintance, with medical matters, it still desires to turn
medical reformer, let it commence its operations at
home,and it will find something congenial toits taste,and
not beyond its comprehension, in the closing paragraph
of our article addressed to it in our December number,
and upon which it has as yet maintained a significant
silence.

as

a8

< The Tncorporated School of Medicine, Quebec.—By
an unintentional oversight, for which we tender our apo-
logy, we omitted in our last to draw attention to the
-opening course of lectures at this institutions”  As a sur-
lgical sehool, it stands unequalled on this continent, in
tconsequence of the splendid facilities for studying that
‘branch of the profession aflorded at the Marine Hospi-
tal, in which a large proportion of the cases admitted
during the summer season are of this class—a circum-
stance due to the immense concourse of seamen to the
port during that period of the year.

The circular of the school, which we have lately re-
ceived, announces that the Marine Hospital contains
250 beds ; that during the season about 1500 cases are
admitted, of which from 400 to 500 are the most in-
structive and important surgical kind. During the sum-
mer of 1846, there were admitted 72 cases of fractures,
among which were, fracture of the thigh, 10 ; of theleg,
16 ; of the pelvis, 2 ; of theskull 13, and of other minor
descriptions, 31.  The operations performed during that
season were those of amputation, lithotomy, hernia, tre-
phine, ligatures of arteries, removal of head of the hu-
merus, and of various tumours, &c. Besides which,
clinical instruction is given, and access aflorded to a
library of the best standard works, K

As far as this Province is now concerned, students of
xpedicine have no lack of means of professional informa.
tion, and they ought not to slight them, We ecarnestly
call their attention, as well as that of medical men ge-
nerally, having the control of their studies, to the facili-
ties afforded in our sister city ; and we do not think we
exaggerate n the least in stating, that between the schools
of Montreal and Quebec, 2 means is afforded to stu-
dents of acquiringa practical knowledge of their pro-
fession, both medical and surgical, which' is unequalled
on this continent, bidding fair for successful competition

with those of any of the most favoured cities of the
Aa.erican Union. ‘

AMeeting of the College of Physicians and Surgeons.
—On the 9th of this month, the corporation of the Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of Lower Canada will
assemble for the purpose of adopting a code of by-laws
for its government. These by-laws having heen duly
considered by the Montreal and Quebec commitiees,
appointed at the last meeting of the Board of Governors,
have beeu printed, and copies distributed to every mem.
Ler.  As we have'every reazon to know that the com-
mittees were actuated, in the woik with which they were
entrusted, by a spirit of the utmost liberality, it is not too
wmuch to hope that their proceedings will be met with
a kindred sentiment; and that the members, in any
amendments which they may deem it advisable to sug-
gest, will be animated by one desire only, the further-
ance of the best interests of that institution whose
conservators they are, and should be. The present is
the time for concert of action. The business of the
corporation cannot be carried on without by-lawvs, and
the establishment of such a code is a matter of intrinsic
importance. Whatever may be the opinions entertained
of the legal constitution of the present Board of Gover-
nors, and opinions on this point are openly expressed, is
a question which ought to have no influence whatever
upon the passing of the code of by-laws. They are two
separate and independent questions, hearing not .the
slightest conncction the one with the other. We sin-
cercly trust that the meeting will be characterized by
unanimity, and that there will be a total absence of all
factious procecdings.  We believe that a large number
of physicians will leave this city for the meeting; and,
entertaining the idea of the supreme importance of the
proceedings to the profession generally, we trust that
there will be a large afilux of members from all parts of
the Province. Tgnorant of the extent to which the pro-
posed code of by-laws may be amended, we consider
their publication at present a sacrifice of space in our
columns. We may observe, however, that it is in-
tended to throw the college open for the period of six
months, for the enregistration of every member of the pro-
fession who may desire to be incorporated ; but'that after
that period new members will have to submit to certain
forms proposed under the circumstances. In our next
issue we will publish the procecedings at the meeting,
and the code as it may be amended.

Montreal General Hospital.—The late Chief Justice
Reid, one of the warmest and oldest friends of this insti-
tution, hequeathed a large sum of money, suflicient for
the building of another wing to the hospital, to be erected
after the decease of his widow. = This lady, largely
partaking of the liberality which prompted the act of her
lamented husband, has determined upon its immediate
erection, and has already ordered the necessary pre-
paratory excavation. This additional structure will -
in all probability be completed this summer, and will
be designated the « Reid wing,” as the other has been
the ¢ Richardson wing.”” This valuable institution,
one of the finest hospitals on this continent, has been
singularly favoured within the last few years. The
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late Dr. Skakel, bequcathed a valuable property fo it
in reversion, estimated at about £3000 in value.

‘Convocation ai MeGill College.—A convocation, for
the purpose of graduation in the Faculty of Medicine,
will be held on the 5th instant, at 3 o'clock, P. BM.
A number of gentlemen will be admitted to the doctorate
on the occasion. It is proper to notice that every
graduate of the university, of four years’ standing, is a
member of the convocation, and has a deliberative voice
in the proceedings of the day.

Action for Practising without License—A case of
this nature, viz., the College of Physicians and Surgeons
of Lower Canada, »s. T'. Hooker, was tried last week
before Messrs. Amiot and Lacroix, Juslices of the
Peace ; and the party was fined £5 for each of the two
offences committed against the provisions of the act, on
two separate days. We will give the particulars in our
next. In the meantime we may notice, that Messrs. T.
Hooker and Co. have been practising as Herbalists for
several years in this city. ‘

SHEETS IFROM MY PORTFOLIO.
By A. Vox Irrraxp, Esq., M. D.

Upwards of twenty-five years have now clapsed since
I published, through the few fleeting periodicals of the
time, several articles upon the state of the medical pro-
fession in this province (L. C.) These observations,
however, had more cspecial reference to the cities
and towns, than to the rural districts; as then,
but very few of the country parishes cnjoyed the
advantage of qualified resident medical practitioners.

At that time, and even for several years after, the
means of acquiring professional instruction in Canada
were extremely limited, as there were neither practical
institutions, nor men of suflicient attainments to manage
them, or lead the students to the acquisition of any par-
ticular branch of medicine or surgery. The few practi-
tioners of the cities and towns were chicfly superannuated
military surgeons, of the old school, more intent on
accumulating fortunes, than in opening avenues for the
advancement of future competitors.  The students were,
therefore, after reading medicine for four or five years,
necessitaied to seek professional education i distant
countries, principally England, Scotlana, and sometimes
France, at no inconsiderable expense and inconvenience

- 1o their parents or friends. R

On their return, with & reasonable amount of testi-
montals of perfection, as the graduates and members of
the first and most Jearned universities and colleges of
Europe, it is but natural to supposc, that the larger towns
“and cities offered more attractions than rural parts, for
the exeicise of a profession acquired through so many

difficulties and personal sacrifices. It would even have
been highly offensive to have proposed to these tyros for
fame and fortune, their more humble, but useful estab-
lislment in a cowntry parish.  What! an M. D. of
Edinbuorgh, or a member of the Royal College of Sur-
geons of London, &e., to hecome a mere village doctor,
could never, in these good old days, be thought of !
We therefore witnessed the health and lives of the
inhabitants of many of the most populous and wealthy
sections of the province, generally at the mercy of a
sordid elass of men, tolally devoid of education, German
Felchers (dressers and barbers, furmerly attacked to
the Hessian troops and their descendants) and other
nondeseript M. DJs, from the cheap colleges of our
neighbours, wholly unacquainted with the most obvious
principles.

The country practitioner was, however, looked upon
with no very favourable consideration or esteem by the
better educated and respectable class of persons inhabit-
ing these parts; and il was no uncomimon occurrence
to see medical men {rom the cities or towns, travelling
sometimes thirty er more leagues distant to visit a pa-
tient.  But this deplorable deficiency in medical qualifi-
cations may, in a great measure, be atiributable to the
three or four antiquated gentlemen then constituting a
Board of Examiners (I allude particularly to the then
capital, Quebee), who, in the plenitude of their wisdom,
only cxacted inferior professional acquirements in the
candidates for country practice ! as if the lives of Her
Majesty”s subjects in the rural districts were not as
valuable as those in cities or towns! #

About twenty-five years ago, and shortly after my
return from Europe, where I had spent some time in
prosecuting my professional studies, [ exerted every

# [ have already made mention, in another paper, that © when
a student, and frequently aeting as seerctary to the (now called)
Old Medical Board, many extraordinary and startling facts cameo
personally to my knowledge ; among these, it may not be unin-
icresting to state, that occasionally « line of demarcation was
instituted regarding the qualifications required from the country
and town practitioners, and certificates to that cffvet must still
be extant (1o the monmnmnental honor and character of that profes.
siona] epoch) in the Provineial Registrar’s archives.  The cruel
and erimmnal absardity of such distinctive exactions in the quan.
tum of medical education between a town and country practitioner
ought, if any werc made, neccssarily e greater mn the laiter.
[J¢ has not, the same opportunities, the same means at hand, as
the former; in instances of such urgency as must call forth ail
the comhined cfforts of capacity and judgment, he has not, as the
town or city practitioner, the advantage of calling to his assistance
the superior and distinguished attamments of his profcssional
brethren.  To him, and to him, only, is left the arbitrament of
every case within his rural precinets, whether urgent or not, and
apon him alone must depend the happy results of his qualifications,
or of elosing, by eriminal ignorance, the mortal carecr of his con-
fiding and suffering patient! 1 need scarcely add more to prove,
that, instead of inferior acquircments in the country practitioner,
he ought imperatively to be possessed, in an eminent degree,
of gvery branch cepnected with his profession.
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means in my power, conjointly with a few of my pro-
fessional brethren, Drs. Francois Blanchet, Pierre De
Sales Laterriere, Wm. Holmes Mercier, Charles N.
Perrault, and Joseph Morrin (among all whom, it is
melancholy to reflect, the latter is the only surviver), to
establish a charitable institution in Quebee, which,
independent of ‘the relief which it conferred upon the
indigent sufferers, also conduced to open many advan-
" tages of instruction to the students. ~” This institution,
called *“The Quebec Dispensary,” (the first charitable
one in ‘Canada) having been established at a time when
emigration had commenced from all quarters of the
nnited kingdom, the daily aceession of patients for relief
could not fail of being very numerous; and therchy
offered 'the students attending it the benefit of clinical
lectures upon every interesting case. The gentlemen
with whom I was then connected, being desirous of
further advancing the education of students, also opened
courses of lecturps on the several depariments of medi-
cine, surgery, &c., that of anatomy and physiology
devolved upon me ; but as the existence of this valuable
institution depended entirely upon voluntary contributions,
and these proving far from commensurate with the ex-
penses necessarily incurred for its maintenance and
support ; and, [ may add, notwithstanding the generous
nature, philanthropy, and zeal, of the latc Duke of
Richinond, then Governor General of British No-th
America, the late Chief Justice 8Sewell, and the Hon.
John Neilson, and others, in the cause of suflering
humanity, it was unfortunately not prolonged above two
years, With its discontinuance also followed the relin-
. quishment of lectures, save these upon anatomy, &e.,
. which, at the solicitation of the students, and several
medical gentlemen, T continued for upwards of two
years after; but under difficultics so harassing, and
persecutions £o intolerant and unrelenting, and oven
hazardous to life, that T was compelled, not only 1o
“desist, but to abandon my professional prospects, and
seck safety from a prejudiced and incensed population,
for some years, in anart of the provinee distant from
my native city, ¥ ‘

* To such height had the personal and rancorous enmity of the
coroner of the time (Blackstone) reaclicd, that, not only were my
private apartments ransacked, myself iicld in dorance for some
days, but nearly the whole of my anatumical preparations were
ordered to be interred, under the surveillance of a military (37th
regiment) and civil escort! And, what must appear most sur.
prising, is, that the very subject that gave rise to so scandalons a
proceeding, had been, but a few days before, one upon whom on
inquest had been held by that very coroner. Ile had been found

“lying dead at Point Levi, a stranger, totally unknown to cvery
one; but, through some connivance or other, had found his way
to the dissecting room.

It was this subject which gave rise to the famous caricature,
* The medical crowa carrying off their carrion.”

It would almost appear incredible, that this should
have happened at no remoter a period of time than
twenty-five years! at a time, too, when it was as evi-
dent as at the present, that, without a knowledge of
anatomy, no progress can be made either in surgery or
physic; that a knowledge of the construction of the
human body, of its different functions, and the means
hy which these may be regulated, and aberrations
corrected, cannot be otherwise obtained ; that the
human body is the great subject upon which medical
pouctitioners are called to exercise their skill, and all
their knowledge and cxperience are only valuable in
proportion as they are subservient to the promotion of
its benefit.  This fact, so obvious in itself, could not fail
to oceur to mankind in the earliest stage of society, and
that one of the best methods by which the living could
be most effectually advantaged, or, in other words, an
acquaintance with the mode of the prevention and the
cure of disease could be acquired, is the dissection of the
dead. Need we even look haek to our last war with
the United States, without reflecting, with sorrow and
regret, upon the almost entire absence of any practical
knowledge of this all-important branch, on the part of the
young men called at its commencement to act as sur-
geons or assistant surgeons to the incorporated militia
and other provincial fencible regiments ! And when, I
would fain ask, can the exigencies prove so great and
multifarious, or which, of all other times, ought more
urgently to require the application of the most consum-
mate skill of the carefully educated surgeen, than during
the sanguinary contest of nations !

Oflateryears, and from the substitution of an act of the
provincial legislature to the ordinance 28, George 3d,
zap. 8, by which boards of examiners were rendered
clective by the members of the profession, much
seemed o have been promised, with regard to the
general interests and protection of regular praetitioners
and the public, against the numerous class of ignorant
men, so long infesting the country parts, and over the
inhabitants of which, an influence, not easily to be de-
stroj‘cd, liad heen so prejudicially exercised. . But, [
may say, without fear of contradiction, that, if the old
boards added litile te the respectability of the profession
in the rural districis, the elective ones contributed largely |
to increase the number of its members, and so far pro-
vided the' seignorial parishes with practitioners as to en-
danger the subsistence of botir the licensed and unlicensed
idols of ti:z habitans. It istrue, it could not be fairly
said, that the selection’ of members to cowrpose these
qualifying bourds, entively originated from an over scru-
pulous regard to the most distinguished talents and
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capacity ; and it would no more appear unreasonable to
infer, that, as political partisanship shared largely in
these selections, so also might the same shade and cast
of eandidates of the majority, influence an adission as
well into a fellowship of science, as that of a politi-
cal cause, thus constituting political opinions infrin-
sically the best passport to surmount the more dan-
gerous deficiencies of professional education. I have
now before me the names of*the members composing
these elective boards in the year 1836, and, on looking
over those of the excluded, the inference, however reluc-
tantly made, carries almost incontrovertible evidence of
its truth.

The legislature ought, in my humble opinion, to have
8o incorporated the profession as to constitute a governing
. council, in which should rest a representative system of

self-government, in all matiers appertaining to medica
legislation ; and the selection of this governing council!
might also be dependent upon the general suflrages of
the profession at large (under certain restrictions), and
not confined to districts. The high professional attain-
ments and distinctions attached to members of the
governing council, ought necessarily to bear a more
extended appreciation than that limited to mere loca-
lities ! *

To be continued.

TO OUR EXCHANGES.

As the luss of numbers of our exchanges scrivusly destroys
their value as works of reference, and as we wish to maintain
them as complete as possible, more espeeially as our own Journal
is sent off regularly to our contemporarics, we herewith give a
list of those which we have not received since the operation of
the new postal arrangements in the United States commencing
in December Jast. Our contemporarics arc particularly re-
quested to address their exchanges to Messrs. R. & G. 8. Wood,
261, Pearl Street, New York, who will monthly transmit them
1o us. It is nceessary to notice that scveral of our contemporaries
have ceased interchanging for many months, and we now notice
this circumstance, lest copics may have been addressed to us
which have never come to hand. So serious a break in onr ex-
changes, which we arc solicitous of prescrving uninterrupted, is a
matter of no emall concern to us. ‘

Southern Medical and Surgical Journal.
November, 1847, being No. 11. Vol. 111,

" The American Journal of Insanity. Last No, received, October,
1847, being No, 2, Vol. 1V. .
The Missouri Medical and Surgical Journal. Last No. re-
" ecived, October, 1847, Leing No, 6, Vol. 111 ' |
The Medical News and Library. - Nos. not comc to hand—
_Nos, 60, 61, and 64. o
The Western Laneet.  This contemporary has been received
-very irregularly in exchange. Of Vel, V. the only Neos. reccived
arc Nos. 5and 6. Of Vol. VI, Nos. 1 and 2 only have reached
us. * The published Nos. of Vol. VIL. have arrived regnlarly.
- The Western Journal of Medicine and Surgery. Of Vol. VIIL
“the Nos. received are 1,2, 3, and 5. OF Vol.'L., Third Series,
the only No. which has come to hand is No. 4.
. The New Otleans Medica! and Surgical Journal. Nos. re-
ceived, Vol I1I., Nos. 4 and 6. Vol. IV, Nos. I and 2.
The Southern Journal of Medicine and Pharmacy. Nos. 1

Last No. received,

- ® Since writing the above, the recent act of incorporation more
than supplics any suggestions I may have presumed to offer.

and 2, of Vol. 11., never eame to hand—all the other Nos. reached
us No Nos. of Vol. 111. have arrived, which, we suppose, were
published in January and March.

T'he American Journal of Science and Arts. Last No. reccived,
November, 1847.  Janunary and March Nos. not come to hand.

The American Journal of the Medical Sciences. Iast No,
received, October, 1847, The January and April Noe. have not
arrived.

[Will our contemporarics, whose names arc included in the
above list, comply with our request at as carly a period as con.
venient, and in the way indicated 2—Ebp.]

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Dr. O'Bricn's (Toronto) letter, with the list of the licentiutes
of the lutc College of Physiciens and Surgeons of Upper-Canada,
hus been veceived.  We are obliged to him for kis attention.
We seill publish the list ix our next issuc.

We are obliged to Cupt. Lefroy (Torontv) for the alteration
made at our request in the meteorological table for Toronto.

The continuation of Dr. Badgley's paper has been received,
and will appear next month.

Dr, Reynold's paper is still furtker postponed.

The Toronto Mirror kas come (o hand, with the emigrant hos-
pital return, for 847.

Dr. Dickensow’s letter (Hamilion) has reached us some time
ago.. What we want is a return of the admissions and dis-
charges into the emigrant hospital in that city for the last year,
and the nature and number of the cases admitted, with such
remarks upon them as Dr. D. may deemn necessary.

Letters have also heen reccived from Drs. Douglas and Mars.
den (Quebec), Dr. Stewart (Kingston), Drs. Hodder and Rees
(Toronto). We will write to these gentlemen in the course of a
JSew days. :

The letter of < An Inquirer,” duted Toronto, Muarch 10, wus
received on the 15th March, and its non.acknowledgment in ouy
lust was duc 1o oversight.  We agree with the writer m every
particular.  The partics alluded to obtained their licenses in
good fuith, and they were granted in good fuith also, though
precipitately. A dificulty invests the question. We shall pro-
bably consider it in a future number, although we feel that the
qurstion is invested with a great deal of delicacy.

A paper by Mr. T. S Hunt has been received, on the Modern
Chemical Philosaphy, and one by Dr. Stratton, on the Deodoriz.
ing and Disinfecting Properties of Sir W. Buraeit’s Fluid,
They will be pablished in our next. :

BOOKS, &e., RECEIVED.

Dublin Medical Press-~regularly.

Provincial Medical and Surgical Journal—regularly.

Boston Mcdical and Surgical Journal—vol. 38; Nos. 10, 1f,
and 12,

l\l‘\'csl.crn Lancet and ospital Reporter—vwol. 7; Nos. 1, 2,3
and 4. :

Western Journal of Medical Surgery—vol. 1; No. 4; 3d Serics.

The New York Journal of Medicine—January and March Nos.

‘The New York Annalist—March 15; April 1.

Buffalo Medical Journal—vol. 3; Nos. 7, 8, 9, and 10. .

Summary of the Transactions of the College of Physicians of
Philadelphia—Dee. to March 1848. '

The Elements of Medical Eminence, an introductory by Prof.
Peasley.’ ‘ :

Transactionsof the Medical Society of the State of New York—
vol. 7; Part 2. : ‘

St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal—Jan. and Feb. 1848.

A Paper on Vaginal Hystcrolomy, by Prof, Bedford, New York.

The parcel from Messra. R, and G. Wood arrived safely. Ws
arc obliged to them for their attention, o



Mean of the Month, 42796,

Mean of 3 unth,

29.76 Incllqs.

BiLr of MorraniTy for the Crty of MoNTRrEAL, for the month ending Marcn 31, 1848,
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MONTHLY METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER AT MONTREAL FOR MARCH, 1848.
g‘é TuermoyETER, BaroMeTER. Winps, WEATiIER,
g A.

Tamo | 3pa. 1 10p M. " Mean. |7 awnag 3 pon L0 poas] Mean] 7 A i Noon. | 6 e {7 A““.';; P 10 P L,
L8 7 | 45 0 4125(20.55 [20.65 [20.94 |29.71 ' i Fair [Fair |Fair
2,1 “10 w7 s % 13.5130.20 {30.25 [30.17 |30.21 Fair l'.ur Fuir
3,0 9 | w20 | w15 | 14.5]2002 (2057 | 29018 199,66 snow 'Snow 1S, ow
4,8 w17 | was | w20 ¢ «225 90085 {9983 120,70 12079 Fair  Fair  ISnow
58 »18 | w2t | w1 ! «19502051 |20.73 |29.81 |29.60 Fair  |Fair  |Fair
G f <19 | «30 | w20 | «245129%62 {20.50 {29.66 |20.50 Snow 'Snow |Fair
7,0 «14 | w2y | «13 | «205)9001 |20087 | 29.72 {2981 Snow [Snow |Cloud
S,f <16 | w3l | w39 | «835{2057 |20.31 | 2939 2942 Fair | Fair cxgﬂy
o «31-) woo | w15 ¢ «30-199.69 12900 |29.80 | 2983 Fair  [Fair | Fair
10, “13 “ 15 R E ¢ 14.-129.62 129,49 |29.60 {29.57 Snow* ,Snow Sn
1, <15 | w27 | w18 | «21-{2075 |a0.8! |29.92 |20.83 Faie | Fair | Fair
12, © 18 ¢ 28 “ 32 ¢ 23.-129.99 129,62 [ 20.40 | 29,67 Fair  [Snowi l':lu:':‘ t
13,1 «3 | w32 | wyz | «31.-]|2055 | 2958 12975 2963 Fair  Fair  |Fair |
1] 6 | w12 | w5 ) o« 9-Yao's7 |29.81 (2905 12988 Fair |Fair |Fir.
15,0 « 1 15 “ 5 1w 8,-19995 120.89 129,99 {2994 Fair  [Fuir  |Fair
16, ¢ 7 | «18 “ 0 0 ~125013007 130.13 130,14 |30.15 Fair  Fuir |Fair
17, T U8 2 C17.5130.04 [29.63 129,49 [20.7 Fair  IClondy|Snow
18, 18 35 “19 H28.51929.6 § 29,63 {29.61 Fair  Fair y Fai
19, «25 wdqdl w33 ¢ 33.-129. .75 129,69 120 74 Fair |Fair F;\i:
20,0 “40 | w54 | w33 | o 47129777 [90.69 12047 | 29,64 Fair  lo'erc'st |Rain
21,] «30 | w45 | «33 | «37.5050020 (3936 | 2060 2040 Pair  |Faiv  |Fair
gg o+ B g7 “ 32 40.5029.7 75 129,79 | 20.76 Fur |Fair | Fair

S A U “Q = B 5 29,99 120.9. Pai .
20| <26 | wao | w3 3~} 30, 3001 (200 i [Gloudy|Gloudy
25 f «29 | «d5 | a3y 130110 {2088 {20.76 {29701 Faic  |Fuir | Fair
- 26, € 42 w43 “ 40 © 42.5§29.58 129,19 {29.52 295! Rain  |Rain Rl.:r
27, « 40 4t ¢ 36 «42.-¥29.56 129,63 | 29.75 | 29.65 Rain  |o'ere’st ’am"
28,1 35 | w42 | w37 | «335}20581 |29.86 [29.57 | 2055 Fait [Faie  [Clondy
29, « 35 49 g2 “42-129.70 129,79 |29.85 | 2).81 Rain E";iilx‘- F'o':(y
30, “ 37 . 4? “ 32 “« 3957130.07 {3005 |29.86 {29.99 Fair  |Fair C?c:udy
31. 43 « 63 « 52 « 53.-120.61 [29.5.4 |20.24 | 2946 Fair  |ClondyiRain
: * Very stormy all day.  + Very stormy from 2 to 4 p.n,
o § Max. Temp., 4-63° on thc Elat . Maximum, 30.25 In. onthe 2d.
Puzna, Min, » 0 16th Baroerer, g Minimam, 29.24 & 31st.



MONTHLY METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER AT H. M. MAGNETICAL OBSERVATORY, TORONTO, C. W .,—MarecH, 1818,
Latitude 43°. 39.4. N. Longitude 79°. 21.5. W. Elevation above Lake Ontario, 108 Feet.—(For the Brit. Amer. Jour. of Med. and Phys. Science.)
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Temperature for March, ) Rain, . Wind, S now
Highest Barometer, 30.026at8a,m, on 2d, Monthly Proportion of Wind from cach Quarter-~ . . Year, Mean, [ Max. | Min. | Range.[No, Days, Inches, Winds, {Calms, Mean|Day; In,
Lowest  do. 23,108 atS p.m.on3tst. { Range 0.918 N.W, 1751 Total, |1840,........] 33,42} 385,69 -+9.2¢ | 49.4% [ 1,640 R force,] 8| —
Highest Temperature, 61 °.6 on 3Lst, 3 pin Monthly S, W, :cwaﬁ:._m. AT, .. el 282 51,6 | —6.7 61.3 5 1.170 235 69 1051} 71—
Lowest do, <. 020 on2d,utla,m, M Runge 61,6 : S.F, My Calms, 1711812, . ... 36,3 | 0.3 |+1561 65.2 1 3,160 199 1113 1070} 8] —
* MeanjMax. Therm., 31.25—Mean Min. Thern., 21,94, N.E, 118 P [1818, . e.a.l] 22,36 | 39,9 | —2.6 42, 2 0.625 436 {163 | 1.18 | 18 257
Bean Daily Range, ..12°.31 Mcan torce of the Wind, 0,45 1b w Obser., 618 1843, ..o 3183 ] 60.8 | +9.6 | 41.2 5 2,410 361 | 260 | 057 | S litle
Extreme Daily Range, 252 .3 from ¢ pm of 29th to 4 am 30th. Maximum farce, 5,0 ibs on 5th, at Sam, 1815, ..uu....| 35.65 | 598 | +6.6 63.2 5 Lmperf 444 .Z,. 0661 Si28
Warmest Hour, 3 pmu, Mean temp,y 31,490 poo. Greatest Day?’s Wind, dth,—Mean Press., 1,21 ibs, 1846, canenans 49,6 | 4+1.8 41.8 9 1,965 Hx.w 256 0,30 5{ 2.3
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o 61,6 0.0 6L.6 . b 1,220 477 1171 {045 ) 6o

Explanatory notes will be found at the foot of'all the Registers of 1845, 1346, or 1847, & afd
MAGNETIC DISTURBANCES, —MARCH $4th, 17h to 20h Gott,, slight aurors, 220.2 of decl.  19th, 18h to 20h, 2h, slight, 31,6 of decl.  23th, 16h to 15, aurors, 34,6 of decl,
- * Rain in inches on surface ol the Sthy, 0,060 13th, 0,275 21st,0,716 3 26th, 0,125 ; 27th, 0.086—Tosal, 1,220,




CHLOROFOR*\T

rPIE SUBSCRIBERS Dave prepared, for Sale,
Chioroform, or Terchloride of Formyle, the new
Anwsthetic Agent, as asubstitate for Ether, recently
proposed by Dr. Simpson, of Ed.nburgh.  This Agent
has reccived the recommendation of the highest Madi-
cal Authorities in Great Britain, and has been used
thh inereased success in this vieinity.
S, J. LYMAY & (‘n.,
Chemists, Place 1V lrmes, Jluzzt/ el

Jan. 81, 1848,

HE Subseribers have their usual assortnent of gen-
uine Drugs and Cheuucal:, which they offerlow for

cash, or 1ppm\cd credit.
Wi LYMAN

v & GO

b
U R QU H ART'S
FLUID EXTRACT OF JAMAICA SARSATARILLA.

HE Subscriber begs leave to submit to the Medieal
Profession and to the public, his pu‘pamnon of
Sarsaparilla which has been extensively used in their
practlcc, by many of the most eminent Medieal Gen-
tlemen in the City, and with the most beneficial results,
as the following testimonials, with which he has been
very politely favo:cd will satisfactorily show..

For sale only at the Medical Hall, Great St.

Strect. ‘
‘ ALEX. URQUHART.

James.

August

ArnexanNper URQUitAnrT, BEs@ —Dear Sir,—I have
much pleasure in bearing testimony to the faithful man-
ner in which you prepare your Fluid Extract of the
Compound decoction of Sarsaparilla. . This I am ena-
bled to do on account of several of my paticuts having
derived the greatest benefis from its use.

For Constitutional Syphilis andChronic Rhcumatisin,
I have prescribed it with the most marked efleets 5 I ean
therefore, without the least huimlion, rccommcnd vour
preparation as one possessing all the Medieinal qaali-
ties of the Compound Decoctivn of Sarsaparilla, while
it is, at the same time, more palate: ables and less apt to
derange the stomach. ‘

I remain, Dear Sir,
\nur most nhed® serv't,
W Ih\sx;\, MO DL
Leeturer on Medical Jurispindence,
MGill College.
Moutreal, 9th Febraary, 1847.

Montreal, February 10th, 1817,
I beg to cetily, that I bave employed very exten-
sively, ﬂle < Pluid Extract of Sars saparilla,” made 1 by
Mr. quuh'\xt in all those diseases in whici that Medi-
cine is usually preseribed, aud that [ have fornd if o
most valuable preparation. T ean, morgaver, state from

ﬂdvcrtiscmmts.

bnt the pmcsf ingredients, and bestows the greatest

care and attention upon the mode of preparing the re-
medy.
Ropert L. Macooxers, M. D,
Lecturer Institetes of Medicine,
M'Gill College,
Phiysician to the Montreal General HO\pxml

My, Urquhart’s Sursaparilla is the only preparation of

this valuable Medicine that { can, with entire confidence,

recommend Lo my patieats.
M. M'CuLrocu, M. D.

Montreal, 10th Februey, 1847,

Dean Sir,—1 have frequently preseribed your Fluid
Tstract of Sarsapariila, and T have no hesitation in
reconunending it as a very elegant and convenient form
for administering thar Medicine.

Yours very truly,
Geo. W. CAMPBELL.
To Alex. Urquhart, Esq.
Momureal, 10ih February, 1847,

Dr. Picault’s Pharmacy,
69,8t PAUL STREET, BONSECOURS MARKET

Just received, and fur Sale, together with the nsual
Drugy, the following

CHEMICALS:
Aeconitine i Todurct of Lead
Brucine “  of Potassium
Chloride of Gold ¢ of Quinine
“  of Gold & Sodium, Jalapine

Citrate of Iron

Lactate of Iren
Cyanuret of Mercury

Lactucarium

“ Of Potassinm | Lupuline
(very pure.) Naphthaline
Delphine Narcotine
Digitaline Oxide of Silver
Elaterivm Rhabarbarine
Ewmetme . Strychnine

Valerianate of Zine
Veraline
Oil of Ergot -

Gentianine
Hachizel (Cannabistindica)

loduret of Arsenic

“  of Iron “ of Spurge
«  of Mereury
Extracts of Bvery Kind, &e, &e.
The gentdemen of the Profession are particularly

invited o inspeet a Set of 'TEN MODELS of SUR-

GICAL ANATOMY, of Natural Size, made with
Leather, the most perfeet imitation ever seen in this
country.

Monireal, May €9, 1847.

Faﬁr f.e BPOYE N’%
DISINFECTING FLUID,
TO BE SOLD AT DR. PICAULT'S,

personal investigation, that the proprieter employs none

BUSE Pand Ntreet,



MEDICAL JOURNALS,
Published by RICHARD and GEORGE 8. WOOD, No. 261 Pearl Street, New-York.

THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL REVIEW,

AND JOURNAL OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE.——Published Quarterly, at $3 per Annum. ,

Tue MEepico-CHIRURGICAL Review had, for very many years, a reputation unequalled by any other journal, as the leading
Medical Journal of Europe, and a standard work in medical literature. Being republished in this country for more than 25
years, it was universally known to the Medical Profession here, and was pronounced by some of the most eminent ¢ the best
medical jonrnal extant.’”” The British and Foreign Medical Review, though not so long established, was nearly as well known;
and was conducted with such spirit and talent, as fally to entile it to rank with its illustrious predecessor. These two works
are now united, (under the ahove title,) and will be sustained by the united contributions of the writers, whose talents' have
given such eminence to both. Of the merits of the work produced by this combination, nothing need be said. The Am erican
republishers hope, however, to increase its value by their i

ADDENDA TO THE MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL REVIEW, ‘
OR QUARTERLY RETROSPECT OF AMERICAN PRACTICAL MEDICINE AND SURGERY :.

A valuable Abstract of American Medical Intelligence; compiled from all the American Medical Journals ; which will be sefxt;
gratuitously, to all who remit payment to the publishers, postage free, in advance. ) ‘

THE ANNALIST: A RECORD OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK.

Edited by William C. Roberts, J.D. Fellow of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New Yorh.—Published
Semi- Monthly, Price Two Dollurs per Annum, in advance.

The vastiness of its medical resources rendering New York as much the medical as it is the commercial metropolis of the
Union, the importance of this journal as a record of the progress of the medical sciences in this city, and an organ of commu:

nication between the members of the Medical Profession here and those abroad, must be apparent to all.

- 'WOOD’S QUARTERLY RETROSPECT OF AMERICAN AND FOREIGN
: PRACTICAL MEDICINE AND SURGERY. -

Price One Dollur per Annum, in Advance.

This work is designed to meet the demands of this ¢ high-pressure’” age, by furnishing the physician and surgeon the meansf
of keeping pace with the progress of knowledge in their respective departments of science; at the least possible cost of time
and money. 1t consists of condensed reports of cases and their treatment, with occasional remarks, and abstracts of the medi
cal literature of the day, collected from the whole field of medical science, American and Foreign, with announcemeats of al}

' new publications of interest (o the profession. ‘ . .

Its plan is,in the main, that which has been so much approved in ¢ Braithwaite’s Retrospect,”” and ¢ Ranking’s Abstract;”
with the superadded advantages of a fuller view of 4merican Medical Literature and Science, a more frequetit emission, and
reduction of price; and it is hoped will meet with the general approbation of the Medical Profession. It was suggested by
some members of the profession as a desideratum in medical literature not yel supplicd by any journal; and the publishe
intend, if well sustained in the undertaking, to sparc neither pains nor expense to niake it worthy of the most extended

atronage. ‘ ' o 3
P It will be seen at once that, at a'price so low, it can only be supported by a very extensive circulation; but the advantage
offered are such, that this is confidently anticipated ; and they request all to whom this is sent who approve the plan, to aid
them by bringing it to the notice of their professional brethren. E

Autlhiors and Publishers wishing their works reported, will please forward copies. o

RECOMMENDATIONS: ‘ .

A work like < Woop’s QuarTerLy ReTrospecT,” presenling a view of American and Foreign Practical Medicire and
Surgery, so extended as to omit nothing of material interest, yet so condensed as to meet the demand of those whose want'q[g
time or means prevents their access to the various sources from which it is compiled, was much needed, and we cordially
commend it to the patronage of every meémber of the Medical profession. : K

Alexander fI. Stevens, M.D. Pres. and Ewmeritus Prof. of Clin,, Gustavas A. Sabine, M.D. Denn of Anut.

‘Sur. in Coll. of Phys. and Surg. V. Mott, M.D. Piof. of Surg. and Path. Anat, in Univeraty of New
J. M. Smith, M.D. Prof. of Theo, and Prac. of Mecd. and Clin. Med.l  York. : )

Clin. Med.. : : Samuel 1. Dickson, M.D. Prof. of ‘Theo. and Prac. of Med,

- John B. Beck, M.D., Prof. of Mat. Med. and Med, Juris, Granville 8. Pattison, M.D. Prof. of Genl, and Descrip. Aunat.

 John Tortey, M.D. Prof. of Bot. and Chem. Martyn Paine, M.D. Prof. of Inst. of Med. and Mat. Med. i
Robort Watts, Jr., M.D. Prof. of Anat. ' (+. S. Bedford, M.D. Prof. of Midwif. and Dis. of Womn. and Chil};l
Willard Parker, M.D. Prof. of Prin. and Prac, of Surg. Jahn W, Draper, M.D. Prof. of Chem. L4
C. R. Gilman, M.D. Prof. of Obstets, and Dis, of Waom. and Child. | Wm. 1I. Van Beuren, M.D. Prosce. to Prof. of Surg.
Alonzo Clark, M.D. Lect. on Phys. and Path, ‘ ‘W, Darling, M.D. Dem. of Anat.

Since its first appearance the RETRosPECT has met with general approbation ; and many testimonials in ils favor might bgl
produced ; but the publishers deem it unnecessary to give more than the foregoing from the Professors of the two Medicd
Schools of New York ; lioping that as the price is so low, those who wish to know more of it, will give it a trial for one yeay
and ascertain its character from the work itself. ol

Subscribers in ordering these works will please write their names legibly, and «t full length, adding their respective lztle‘F
and the names of the town, county, §c., of their residence. ) ‘ ) ‘ ool
All other Medical Journals, and Medical Books in gencral, for sale.  Catalogues given on application.
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