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In coomplinnce with the <equest of a
Correspondent, whose commun.cation was
published in the April namber, we shall
now give a brief explanati~a of the na—%
ture and wode of the z.uon of Gypsum
or Plaster, so far as these are known.

It is necessary to premise that Manaces
act beneficially in various ways, according
to their chemical and physical characters . i
(1) some directly supply fued to the |
plant , (2) sume act upon the suil 50 as

be referred to as the proper explanation.
The fact is that Gypsum will act bene
ficially on crops in different ways under
different circumstances,and what we wish

1o explain here is its probable action on
the ﬁeplds of‘l‘l'ovi{S?:”2 fafms“Tet usdo”

ot18
s0, for convenience, under the heads
enumerated :—

1. Can this substance act berefically
by supplying food directly to the plant?
Yes, under cerfain circumstances, which
are these :—In soils from which sulphur
compounds are sbsent, it will supply
sulphur, but, 88 a rule, we have more
sulphur compounds already in our aoils
than can possibly be beneficial tv the
crops grown. In soils that are de.cient
in lime, it will also supply t!.at ingredient,
so neceasary for potatoes and other green
crops, beans, &c. It may be stated, as a
rule, that in all districts in Nova Scotia
where limestone rcck does not crop out,
the surface soil is deficient in lime, and
that even soils overlying limestune are
liable to be deficient in it, (th2 explana-

to render availsble the plant fyud which , tion need not be entored upoa here).
already exists in an insvluble and ana- ;| Gypsum may therefore be expected to act
vailable form; (8) sume act in esactly | beneficially on potstoes, &c., by yielding
the oppusite way, by fixing and prevent. | lime to their tissucs. Where plaster is
ing the waste uf volatile or soluble matter | used, lime itself is unnecessary.

that would, in their absence,evapumato into 2. It is believed by some chemists that
the air and be wushed away in drainage ; ‘ although the action may be slow, yet
(4) some have the capacity of absurbing | the lime and sulphuric acid of which the
maisture from the air, and thus aid the | gypsum consists may act effectively in
plint by supplying water in perivds of | decomposing the silicates, of which clay
drought. Nuw, if the reader will turn ] and loamy soils Jargely consist, and taus
up any Treatise on Agricultural Chemistry | set free silica, putash, aloming, &c., in
that may be within his reach, he will | forms available for abaorption by the
probably find that the beneficial effects of | plant. In this way, then, plaster may

has the power of fixing ammonia, one of
the must valuable of fertilizers ; it probab-
1y acts in the same way upon urea and
sunilar organic compounds known or pre-
sumed to be sources of nitrogen to plants :
‘hence theuse of gypsum on stable floors
and as an ingredient in compost heapa,
It prevonts volatilization ; if the mode of
its action is still matter of doubt vith
somae, the fact is nune the less certai's on
that account.

4. Gypsum, in the state of “ soft plas-
ter”” and unburnt or unboiled, is sparing-
ly soluble in water, and absorbs moisture
from the air even in the driest weather.
For this reason, if not for others, it isex-
tensively used in the Southern and Wes-

orn States, Outario, and other countries
naving hot, arid, intra-conunental cli-
mates. It is applied to the surface of the
soil, thinly scattered over the field during
the growing seasun, when oxcessive heat
and drought are coming on, and the éffects
are generally cbserved by farmers as very
marked. As *he gypsum is on the sur-
face, and the cffects are noticed without
any rsins to wash it down to the roots,
the only explanatic~ that appears feas
ible is that it prevents evapcrstion, ab-
sorbs moisture from the air, and thus
supplies the crop with water at a time
when the excessive heat causes it to
grow with great rapidity.

We have now furnished our Correspon-
dent, and uthor readers, with materials
from which a jadgment may be formed
as to the probabiy efficacy of gypsuin,
We should not hesitate to apply it to
potatoes particularly, either sprinkling it
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over the drills after the first harrowing
or hoeing, which is the Americar, methed,
ur dusting it into the drills beforo cover
ing the geed.  We should likewise cer
tainly expect beneficinl results from its
application to grass lands, say in tho
month of May, especially if there is much
clover, and tho senson should happen to
bea dry ona.

There aro still a fow points that wo
should perhaps specially notice, although
involved in the preceding explanation, ns
we ohseive by referring to our Correspon-
dent’s communication that his enquiries
are particular regarding them (—

1. Tho Gypsum should be greund me-
chanically into a fine powder, not burnt
nor boiled in any way., Doiled pluster,
if scattered on the soil, will harden irto
lumps on the first shower of rain.

2. The common or “soft” plaster
should be used wherever the fertilizer is
expected to act in absorbing moisture,

3. Gypsum is almost always seattered
on the surface, in countries where its use
is best known,

4. The quantity per acrs will depend
upon the capacity of the workman. Cover
as large a surface as you can with the
smallest amount of plaster, leaving
enough to be scer. as a sprinkling all over
the ficld ; not less than a barrel per acre.

5. To loamy and clayoy soils it is
beneficial in slowly increasing their fer
tility. To dry, hot, sandy soils it is
beneficial immediately in keeping them
moist ; in the "atter case it must be kept
on the surface, and applied on approach
of the hot season.

6. It is not usual to mix plaster ona
farm. The manure merchants mix it
with superphosphates, and, being a cheap
material, it is profituble to them ; to the
farwer it is useful in compost heaps.

7. One difticulty is, where isit to be
got? We have been told that thereisa
plaster mill somewhere about Windsor,
but we could never find its exact position
or owner's name. If he will send his
card, with price per barrel, we shall be
glad to give a free insertion in our adver-
tising columns.

8. What is the best way of distribut-
ing plaster? When a small area is to be
plastered, it may bo done by hand, like
sced-sowing. It is a dirty job, and re-
quires a suit of old clothes. \When the
area is large, the old method may be
adopted of taking the plaster in a cart,
the distributor standing with his back to
to the Lorse, and to the wind, scattering
it by hand over the tail-board. Should
the field be uneven, persons passing along
will lovk round to sec how often the
plasterer scattors himself over the tail-
hoard, or suddenly sits down in the plas-
ter, and rises up again like a miller.
The proper method is to usea Plaster
Muchire, which is a simple modification

of the Horse Seed Sower; this scatters
the plaster very evenly, taking & breudth
of some ten feet, and moves over the
ground as fust as the horse can walk, the
man having nothing to do but guide the
horse from his sulky seat. In this way
thero is no spoiling of clothinig or annoy-
ance of any kind. As a farmer does not
want to use g plaster machine more than
one or two or threa days in the year, it
would bs a good arrangement for an Ag-
ricultural Bociety to get a machine that
would serve all its members.

As somo of the statements we have
made are at variance with what has been
published by others, we may mention
that the account of Plaster in Professor
Johuston's great and valuable work on
Agricultural Chemistry, is, with some ex-
ceptions, a tissue of mistakes,

Tue ¢ Saffron Walden” of Halifax,
will be found on the sunny side of South
Street, where there is now in full bloom,
during sunsline, the finest display of
brilliant Dblue and white and golden
crocuses that has ever been seen in this
city.

Blesses. Caase, of Charch Street,
Cornwallis, have furnisbed the following
particulars :—Noticing the weights of
some cattle in the April Journal, we send
you the weight of one Ox, calved in
Springof 1870. He weighed on ist July*]
1874, 1980 1lbs.; Janvary 12, 1875, he
weighed 2860 1bs ; March 17, 2510 lbs.;
thus gaining 530 ILs.in 83 months, .Also,
a pair of Steers, one year old, that weigh-
ed, January 12, 1875, one of them 810
1bs,, the other 780 1bs. Thess cattle are
St:ort Horn Durham Stock.

BMr. B. W. Kioray, ¢f Berwick, in-
forms us that the Short Horn Bull ué-
vertised by him jzst month has been
porchased by the Mabone Bay Agricul-
tural Socicty, County of Lunenburg.

Tue thirty-firs. annual competition of
the Scottish Pansy Society will take place
in the Music Hall, Edinbargh, or: 18th
June.—A Potato Exhibition is to be
held in London in the autumn. The
single prizes vary in amount from eight
pounds sterling, $40, to ten shillings,
$2.50.~Mr. Hind, an English florist at
Naples, has been murdered, by order, it
is believed, of the Secret Socieiy of Mar-
ket Gsrdeners there, because he was so
suecessful a caltivator that he cauld un-
dorsell thewn.—The hundredth Annual
Exhibition of the Royal Flora Soziety of
Brussels is to be an 1nternational Exhi-
bition of great magnitude, held from 26th
April to 4th May ; there is likewise to be
a Botanico-Horticoiteral Congress. ‘This
intelligence is received in England, as
well as in the Netherland, with “ conster-

nation and regret,” Amsterdam having

priority from long previous notice.~~The
Loudon Ryacinth Show was held in the
Western Arcade in Muarch, and although
the Hyacinihis wero not so good as usual,
the display of palms and folinge plants
was very fine : fruit limited to grapes,
apples and pears, which last were poor.
‘The only vegetables appear to bave been
mushrooms and seskale.—The Mauches-
ter Botanical and Hoxvticultural Society’s
Show, held in the Town Iall on 16th
Mareh, Is described as magnificent, the
priucipal features heing orchids, hyacinths,
and cyclamens. Like the ludy io Spen

ser's Fatry Queen, these beauties  made
s sunshine in the shady place.,”~The
Dundee Horticultural Society’s Grand
Flora! ¥éte will be held in the High
Scnool Grounds, Euclid Crescent, Dun-
dee, on 26th, 27th and 28th August.
Prizes to the extant of one thoussnd
pounds, $5000, will be awarded for Plants
and Flowers.—We commend to the notice
of our enterprising horticulturists the
“ stra Plant,” Yucea longifolin, which
is surely worth going to Westorn Texns
for. Itisan herb, with long sword like
leaves, and growa to the height of twenty
or twenty-five feet, crowned with » pale
yellow flower of “magnificent richness ”
and ¢ lgf the dimensions of a dflour barrel”
Two Texans, being in London, paid fifty
ceants each to see a wonderful “ Century
Plaut,” and to their disgust found it was
merely & miserable dwarf of their native
Petra,

Wg reprint, from the “ Joternational
Review,” a paper by a German Chemist,
uuder the title “ Baron Licbix’? Itis
really a concise and most complete and
accurate history of the Use of Chemical
Manures, We had intended to publish
the whole article this month, but our
prioter has had to stop, for want of space,
at "that period it the history wheu Liebig’s
theory became enveloped in a clond of
mos! hopeless gloom. Next mouth we
shall give the remainder—the silver-
lining, the clearing away, the full blaze
of sunshine.

‘WiTH respect to the anticipated intro-
duction of the Colorado beetls into Eng-
land, and the scare now in existence on
that account, the Nova Scotia Journa: of
Agriculture thinks that the fears are
groundless. Our contemporary speaks
positively that it konows of Colorado
bestles having gone to England in pro-
duce, and yet they have not succeeded in
establishing themselves; and in Nova
Scotis, a great potato growing country,
with facilities tor importing thie insect in
produce as frecly as Germany or Eogland,
no Colorado beetle has ever been sean.
This it ascribes to the coolness of the
climate. The warmer ané drier parts of
Europe may suit the 10-line beetle, but,
our contemporary conjectures, England
will not—— Canada Farmer.
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Tue disappoenrance of snow and ice
suggests an wspection of gardens, and es-
pecially ot trees und bushes, with a view
to repairing damago done during the win.
ter. A sensouable communication on
Pruning will bo found in auother column,
from & correspondent who remarks in o
private lotter accowpanying his commu-
pication :—*There appears be an increas-
ing interest ahout Fruit Growing in some
Counties of the Proviuce, and much
vatuable information wight be sent abroud
by eans of the Josrnal of Agriculture.”
We are wmost anxious to send unbroad
throughout the whole Province all the
valugble iuformation we cmn, aud the
comwmunication of E. C. ill, we hope,
show our young farmers how much more
valuable the information is that is fur-
sished by themselves, knowing, as they
do, our soils aund climate aud circum-
stances. than anything that can possibly
Lo chtained from writers, however learn-
ed and experienced they may be. who
know only the peculiaritie< and wants of
other couutries und other climes. We
hope that E. C. will coutinue his comaau-
nications, and extend them to other
branches of 2 subject with which he
35 obviously o fmailiar, and it is not
anreasonable to hope that others will
give us the oppociunity to present our
readers with the resnlts of their observa-
tions aund experiments.

It is a good sign to see the newspapers
of & country devoting sowme portion of
their space to the discussion of agricul-
tural immprovements. It shows that there
1s & demand for agricultural information,
and that agriculturists in general are
moving in the direction of enquiry. Ten
years ugo an agricultural article in a Nova
Scotizn newapaper was a rarity, and the
circumstance we thought a remarkable
one, especially when weo reflected upon
the wide-spread interest in egricultural
subjects that had been excited at a former
time by the classical letters of Agricola,
in which the soundest practical wisdom
was couched in the 1aost chaste aud ele-
gant language. Tt was possible, indeed,
that the hopelessness of successfully imita-
ting Agricola had had some effect in
bringing about the subsequent dearth iu
Agricultural literature. But a change
has taken place, and now an agricultur:..
article or commubnication seems to be
quite at home in a newspaper. Within
the last few months we have been tempted
to guote several such from the Tyuo Sun,
the North Sydney Herald.and the Ambherst
Gazelle, not to speak of the city papers,
the energy of which in reporting the
Provincinl Agricultural Exhibition of
1874 was beyoud all praise. We bave
been led into these remarks by the publi-
cation of & letter in the Christian ies-
senger, addressed by % A Friend of the
Farmer” to the “Farmers of Nova

Scotia,” which we take the liberty ta
transfer to our columnns, believing that its
suggestions may be profitable to some of
our readers i—

By permission of the Editor of the Chris.
tian Messenger, who, 1 have observed, exhilits
much zeal in promoting your interests, by
publishing weekly a very choice and valuable
sefection of items “gleaned elsewhere, T pro-
pose to offer a few suggestions intended to
benefit you especially as a clays, and indirectly
our common country.

In earlicr life, I was trained to agricultural
pursuite,. My father was a farmer, and a
goud deal more. But he was a farmer, and
stood at the head of his profession, for such 1
treat it, and was looked up to as askilful
rmctivx\l tiller of the ground by all whoknew
rin..  His advice was often sought, and cheer-
fully given to all whe had applied, for bis
fars and fields were the envy and adimration
of all who visited the neighbourhood.

His example and influence, it is not too
much to say, changed the face and complexion
of a larae portion of the country side where
he dwelt, and that all within a very few
vears. Dyke lands, sunken and sour, were
drained, ploughed, and cropped, and the
finest wheat the clininte was ever known to
produce, rewarded his labor and skill. Fron
two, to two hundred and fifty bushels of clean
vellow wheat, 60 1bs. to the bushel, I have
known him reap in a single season.

The wild heather, with its blue blostoms, he
plucked up acre after acre, and converted
these wild sheepwalks into wealth producing
grain fields and meadows. So much fora
revered parent, now no more. A successful
practical farmer however.

We had no mowing machines, no raking
machines, no pitching machines, no thrashing
macbines, it was all mannal labour of the
simplest, hardest kind. The scythe, the sickle,
the spade, the flail and the plough were ocur
agricultural instruments; and by the sweat of
the brow early and late, we toiled, a large
family of us, and the earth in return responded
bountifully.

Arriving at manhood, I left for other pur-
suits, but not untii 1 was master of the Art.
1, though 1 say it, can and could trace a fur-
row, with any of the plaughmen of the village.
1 could chop, could mow, reap, and perform
every kind of labour required on a farm. I
am therefore no mere amateur farmer. From
one 10 two hundred tons of hay were no
upusuzl crop to make and cure and hounse.
But.;x:g ambition took another turn, and I
aspi to other pusuits, whether soccess-
fally or unsuccessfully, wisely or not, is
another matter.

Recently my present avocation hss given .
me an opportunity of visiting many of the
country portions of the Province, indecd I
might say tho whole of it—and perbaps owing
to tho early training I had, I have always
taken a decided interest in the success of
farmers. I make it a practice, whenever op-
portunity offers, to inquire into the success
they are Laving, and their prosgeca.

ut thereis one subject, and after so long
a preface to it, to which I invite particular
attention. Tharo is one subject, upon which
f have for the last two years found the Lest
class of farmers in all parts of-the Province,
Learing uniform testimony 3 and it is this:—.
They say, the wheat creps have become as)
safe and certain_again as ever they were in
former times. That the weevil or fly, or

whatever the destructive insect is, that com-
mitted such havoe has disappeared, and many
of tiie best of them are preparing to lay down
larger ficlds this coming scason for wheat.

“very one of us knows what an enormons
amount of inoney leaves the country annually
for flcur.  And how the farmer is put to it,
to pay for his bread, and largoly, beeause for
yeam past he could not, and he is still under
the impression that he cannot, raise it.  But
it appears to be a mistake. I know and can
name quite & aumber of farmers in different
parts of Nova Scotia who Jast summer raised
all their bread and have wlweat to spare.

- Winter wheat too, is proving a suceess in
many localities and is tikely to come into
mech larger use than heretcfore. Buvfarmors
every ouc of you, put in a few hashels of
wheat this spring.  Give it 2 fair trial.  See
if you can’t raise your own bread and save
the enormous drainage of gold required to
y\)a)' for it. Times are going to be hard.
Monoy ix very scarce and interest high. If
itindeed be the case that the wheat producing
qu-ilities of the ceuntry are now, what they
were forty years ago, and the mensures for
raising i, are prosecuted, Nova Scotia will
presently become the first Province in this
Confederation.  Fish, hay, beef, pork, oats,
lumber, timber, cordwoond, coal, freestone,—
eserything necessary to secure prosperity al-
ready abounds. Try faimers and give us our
wheat-flonr for 1875-6 and we shall say—
“ 1t is enough.”  Ours is the best Province in
the group. ~ Get good seed.  Wash it clean—
lime it freely. Sow early, having selected
the drier and the newer portions of your
farms, well drained, and where the silex re-
quired for good healthy straw abounds.

Suppose the farmers can only bread the
country poi tions, leaving ¢hie city to buy from
abroad, what & relief cur finances would ex-
perience !

Fifieen from one, wasno unusual return last
year, and twwentn bush:ls from the sowing of
one, I know in several instances were secured.

Ontario itself docs not beat that. But if
every farmer will only determine to put one
or two acres or more, under wheat, some hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, may I not say,
would remain in the country next season,
which will otherwise inevitably go abroad.
Shipping is depressed, and exchange from
abroad as many know, is all Unt dried up for
the present,  Cease ship-building for a little,
gooil folk, and cultivate your Lroad acres
{'recly, and thus lread your own families at
east.

Tae following appears as a communi-
cation from Mr. N. W. Blackmore, North
River, Onslow, in a recent issue of the
Truro Sun :—

I notice in a late number of the SuN an
cditorial on the proposed Exhibition Build-
ing, and in it some very striking remarks
showing the importance of Agriculture nod
the bearing it has upon business of ¢very
kind. But, on noticing the doings of many of
our farmers, especially in the back parts of
our county, one is Jed to suppose that farming
is considered by them as a. mere itksome tazk,
10 be hurried through and got over in some
kind of 2 way, without much regard to beauty
or profit.

sumbering seems to be the pet job of too
anany of our farmers, much to thie hindrance
of successful farming in pearly every case.
How many of these farmer lumbermen hurry
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to the woods at the carliest possible chance,
for the purpose of wringing money out of
some branch of the lumbur trade? at the
sane time leaving A velunble stock of cattle
to be poorly attended Dby children, orsome
inferior hand, forgetting that the loss conse-
quent upon such poor attention is in a large
majority of cases mueh more thun the profity
derived from the lmnber trade.

One of the secrets of suceesful farming is
to prevent waste: waste of food material;
waste of implements; waste of manure, ete.
‘To prevent this waste it is very nccessary
that farm and farm stock be attended by
some steady and regular hand, Many seem
to think tfmt the winier is a workless time
for the farmer, and turn to lumbering, ped-
dling, and such like, to make money as they
ter it, forgetting that their profits should not
come in as the price of logs, ship timber ur
lumbermen's wages, but as the proceeds of
Easter Becves and fat Porkers. 'The farmer
who spends his winter days attending his
stock and preparing for spring work will find
himself able to meet such work and perform
his spring operation in a thorough manner,
while the farmer-lumberer, will find nothung
ready, and the spring is halt over before the
most necessary operations have well begun.

‘Llie sooner the farmers of Colchester make
themselves bolieve that farming can be made

rofitable, the better for the success of the
gusinesw, as the faithless farmer, like the
taithless follower of anything clse, will be sure
to fail.

AT the present time when wheat cul-
ture is exciting interest among seme of
our farmers, the following communication
to the Canada Farmer, from Erin, Ont.,
may be read with advantage:

At the present time, when farmers de-
vote a good deal of anxious consideration
to the questionof “ What can we grow with
the test amount of profit 7 and, as
hitherto, spring wheat has been a leading
cereal, and must still continue to be ex-
tensively cultivated, I append a few ideas
1n reference to our experience in this lo-
cality. We have tried several varieties
of spring wheat in this township, and
each variety has its admirers, owing
to the different soils, so that where one
kind of wheat might flourish another might
entively fyil.

The Obiq is considered about the best
variety, and on high and dry land gives
perhaps the best™peld of any, but, when
sown on low or damp soil, it is very liable
to be injured by rust or blight. Itdelights
in a rich mellow soil.

The Fyfo ranks next in order, and, for
general cuitivation is safer than any
other. It yields well, and is generally
preferred by millers. The straw is stiff
and does not tust.

The Red Chaff seems to be gaining
friends, ard, with the same cultivation,
gives the best yield. The grain is coarser
than eithex the Ohio or Fyfe, butit seems
to improve every year, so that, in a year
or two, it may be equal tothe others.
The straw is not as stiff as that of the

Fyfe, botii stands well, and does not
rust, aud is well suited to low or swampy
land,  But in a few years it may lose its
productiveness, so that by the time it is
acclimsted wo may want another change,
which Lrings the suggestion that it is the
land that is run out and not the wheat.

If we were to return to the soil what is
required 10 produce wheat, we would not
need to change our seed so often ; and
where turnips are raised to a considerable
extent (unless artificial fertilizers are
used), it 18 impossible to raise a first-class
crop of wheat. 'We waut moreand better
manure ; to raise more clover and not sell
it ; cleaner cultivation aud mixed farming
—not, when one crop is higi, discurd all
others for that one. Wheat is Jow at
present, too low to pay the expenses of
production. Sull it will uot pay to give
it up.

Instead of going to extremes, we should
sow only where we are sure the soil is iu
proper order for an extra crop. Got it
in in the best possible mauner, and raise
a part of everything that the land will
produce to advautage. We shall then
have more time to attend to them pro-
perly, will be less atfected by rise or
fall, and, by a proper rotation, keep up
the fortility of the soil.

TarougH the kindness of an old ac-
quaintance, J. H. Kreelage, Chairman of
the General Association for the Cultiva-
tion of Bulbs at Haarlem, we have re-
ceived ¢ Bulletin No. 1” of the INTERNA-
TIONAL HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION,
which is being held this month (April) at
Amsterdam. It may bs usefnl to quote
some of its paragraphs:

“ Since the first International Horticultu-
ral Exhibition in Netherland, held in 1865 in
the Palace ot Industry at Amsterdam, with
the co-operation of many Horticultural Socie-
ties of the Country,—ordinary Horticultural
Exhibitions and Flower-shows have been held
almost anaually in the same building, by the
managers of that establishment. These Ex-
hibitions have been largely patronized both by
Botanists ard Horticulturists, and by the
public in general. Stimulated by such marks
of encouragement, the said Board was desir-
ous of adapting these Exhibitions to the in-
creasing requirements of such Horticultural
displays, resulting from the great improve-
ments going on in the Department of Horti-
culture. .

“For this pu , the above mentioned
Board sent invitations, inthe month of Novem-
ber, 1872, to various generally acknowledged
specialists 10 form 8 Commission, which
should take upon itself the conduct of the or-
dinary Horticultural Exhibitions, in order
thereby to invest them with the great signifi-
cance which they are capable of recciving,
and especially—if it were deemed feasible
and espedient—to call into being a Grand
International Exhibition. Saving a few ex-
ceptions, all the gontlemen appealed to ac-
cepted appointments as Members of this
Commission, so that by the latter end of 1872
it was constituted.”

The List begins with Jonkheor Mr. C.
d. A. den Tex, Burgommster of Amster~
dam, Houorary President, whose name is
followed by the Dutch names and titles of
thirty-four other gentlemen, who are dis-
tinguished no doubt in their vavious de-
partments, but e spellings are so odd
that it would make ot.r cumpositor’s head
swim if hie wers to try to set them up.

 No sooner was this L z:mission met than
the question was propoumled, whetlier the
period had arrived for reperting the exper-
ment of holding an Interns unul Exhibition.
This tho Commission opined to be the case,
and in order to secure the countenance and
co-operation of the talent and learning in the
Kingdom, the Comnission passed a resolution,
that before entering upon any details in con-
nection with the purposed International Ex-
hibition, all the Horticultural Societics, cte.,
of this country should be invited to appoint
Delegates, who should attend their meetings
and assist in regulating the whele afiair; the
Commision being of opinion that this is the
only way in whicl the intended Exhibition
can assume a universal character—an indis-
pensablo requisite for attaining the desired
success.”

To this invitation, * which was received
with the utmost cowmplaisance,” twenty-
one corporations seut in their assent, in-
cluding Societies Agricultural, Industrial,
Cattle Breeding, Botanical, Zoclogical,
Bulb-Growing, Pomologicil, Eatomolo-
gical, Academic, and some with titles so
thoroughly Dautch that we don’t know,
with any very great exaciness, whet they
mean.

The Commission tor the International
Exhibition held its first meeting on the
17th of June, 1878, the Birthday of H. M,
the Queen of the Netherland. As
mark of homage. a Telegram was dis-
patched to Her Mujesty, stating that the
Commission was constituted on that avs-
picious day, which intelligency was re-
ceived with gracicus interest by Her
Majesty. [This method of celebratg
great days s an improvement upon the
fire cracker practice.]

The subsequent labours of the Com-
mission were limited to the appointment
of an Organizing C- umittee of seven
members. consisting ot Mestrs. Jhr, Mr,
W. M. pe Braow, C. Guuy; J. H,
KreerLase, Prof. Dr. C. A. J. A. OopE-
MANS, C. J. vAX DRR QUDERKEULER, D~
G. F. WesTervaN and H. GROENEW. -
GEN, churged with the framing of & gene-
ral plan. This Committee elected sas
Chairman, Jhr. Mr. pE Brauw, and as
Secretary, Mr. GROENFEWEGEN. In the
course of their labours, after having at-
tended one of the meetings, Mr. DE
Bravw was lost to them by death, In
his stead Mr. KREELAGE was elected
Chairman.

Since then, for various reasons, the
following gentlemen have seceded from
the Cenersl Commission, viz., Messrs.
C. W. A. vax Rinsuy, Jbr. Dr. J. P.
Six and J. Hora ApEMA.
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On a motion of the Organizing Com-
mittee in the meeting of 17th March,
1874, the following resolutions were pass-
ed by the Comumission snd Delegates of
the uniou :

1. That the Exhibition be held in the
spring of 1876, about the month of April, on
a much vaster seale than was taken as the
basis for the previous Exhibition in 1865.

2 That besides the usual horticultural
trmluctions and appliances, an sxhibition of

‘olonial vegetables be added, which would
greatly enhaiice the importance of the Dis-
play, especially to forciguers.

8. For the adequate realization »f this
idea, to call in the encrgotic aid of Govern-
ment to bring together such = collection, and
¢o endeavour to gain the assistance of scienti-
fic men, tosecure for the collection the in-
tended completeness and importance.

4. To iuvite foreign Governments to send
in, on their own account, similar collections
from their vespective colonies.

5. To arrange the Display in such a man-
ner as, by combining the Floras of varinuz
countries, to offer ns clear o view as possible
of the vegetation of the whole globe.

6. To give, as accurately ns possible, = full
survey of the species of plants, and of the
varietics proceeding therefroma, as also the
modifications to be observed in these varie-
ties, in order to illustrate the progress of
Horticxi!tmic.l . c ’ : ,

7. To hold a Congress simultaneous
with the Exbibition. Y

8. Morcover the relations were deter-
mined between the Exhibition-Commission
and the Palace of Industry Company.

9. The Financial concerns were regu-
lated, and

10. A provisional plan was projected for
erecting extensive supplewnentary buildings to
the Pelace of Industry, and for preparing the
adjacent grounds.

The Managing Committee was farther
charged with all the necessary prelimi-
naries for the Exhibition, especially with
the drawing up ot a Provisional Pro-
gramme or Prospectus, and also with the
care of issuing Bulletius in the Dutch,
French, German and Eaglish languages,
and distributing the same as widely as
possible, in order to give the greatest
possible publicity to the cause of the Ex-
hibition.

It has been further determined, that
the articles to be exhibited shall be dis-
tributed under the fo'lowing Heads, not
exceeding ten in number, comprising:
Cotton, Madder, Indigo, Gutta-Percha
and India Rubber (Cazoutchouc), Aethe-
rial Oils, Fatty Oils aud Fats, Material
for Paper Manufactures, Dutch Cereals,
Tehacco and Peruvian-bark.

The Commitiee opines that the limited
number of these articles will conducs to
the completeness and perfection of the
Display ; while not ounly a number of
sorts, probably from various regions,
might be required, but that, moreover, the
sending of plauts of the objects, as also of
drawings, tools or implements, books,
etc., relating to ihe articles displayed,
wight be insisted on,

I this way a collection may be

trought together well worthy the attén-
tion of p:ofessionnl men, offering an op-
portunity of exchauging opinions and dif-
fu-ing the results of their debates.

Besidesthe Exhibition of such chiefarti-
clos, secondary ones might be added such
aus : Vegetble wax, Cichou, Sarsapariilu,
Resins, Copal, Vanilla, Grass-plaiting,
(Muarrum Grasses), ete., which, thoush of
minor impurtance, might be made of cou-
siderable interest.

Tae New CuurN.~Qur renders will
remembor the flattering references which
we were enabled to make last fall iu
reference to the United Canada Churn,
We are pleased 10 learn that the number
gold in this section of the country has
given univcrsal satisfaction, and that the
proprietors are now engaged in wanu-
facturing several thousand, for sale in the
maritime provinces. The factory of
Messrs. Christie Bro's. of this placs is
now engaged almost entirely in their
manufacture and they will shortly be put
icto the market. The testimonials as to
the qualities of this churn are such as to
satisfy all of their superiority, and we
have no donbt that the sales during the
coming season will be very large. Agents
will vigit the various parts of the provin-
ces shortly, to take orders.—dAmdherst
Gazette.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CEN-
TRAIL BOARD OF AGRICULTURE,
FOR THE YEAR 1874.

——

Havieax, 6th April, 1875.

To tae Hon. P. Carvterer HiLL, Pro-
vincial Secrelary.
Sig,—

The Central Board of Agricultare have
the honor to submit, for the information
of the Government and the Legislature,
the Annual Report of their operations
for the past year, together with the ac-
counts of income and expeuditure, and
relative vouchers.

The County and District Agricnltural
Societies in active operation, aud qualified
to participate in the Legislative Grant for
the year 1874, werse 64 in number; pay-
ing members 8971 ; total amount of sub-
scriptiohs actually paid (as shown by
the attested Returns), $4495.00; total
amount of Grants in aid $5830.00. These
numbers of Societies and Members and
the amount of srbscriptions are larger
than in any former year, aud, although
there is still very much room for improve-
ment, yet an examioation of the Reports
of societies shows that the agricultural
orgauization 18 now upon the whole, in a
more efficient state than it has ever been
before. Sinee the Returns were made up,
at the end of March, additional socicties
have been formed, or are in course of for-
mation, iu the Couuties of Cumberland, Col-

chester, Lunecuburg and Halifux,and recent
corrgspondonce with uurepresented dis-
tricts in other counties indicates that the
increasa is iikely to continue, This state
cf things is matter of grent satisfaction
to the Board, as they feel that the success
of their efforts to introduce and encourago
improved stock, and more profituble modes
of culture, must necessarily depend to a
largo extent upon the successful working
of the local and district societies.

Sinco the organization of the Board in
the year 1864, there has been a steady
increase in the number and strength of
Agricultural Societies, with the exception
of an apparent check in the years 1868-9
aud 70, which arose from circumstances
that the Board could not be expected to
control. The statistical history of our
Agricaltural Societies is shown in the
following statement :—

el %g | B2 | E
=2 £
YZAR. 238 i3 34 5
Bs | 52 | B35 | E°
2°§ . <2~ <]
1st year1884....) 37 1744 $1859 00 | 83010 00
2nd ** 1865 . 48 2107 2384 00 3314 00
3rd ¢ 1866 . 52 2543 285) 00 3566 00
4th ¢ 1867 .. 58 2833 3051 50 3444 50
5th ‘¢ 1868.. 45 2248 2510 73 3232 50
¢th ‘¢ 1849.. 43 2200 2540 50 3001 00
7tk 1870... 40 742 3048 00 3372 00
8th ¢ 1871. 57 3245 34872 80 8543 00
Oth ¢ 1472, 60 | 3897 | 4004 G0 | 330¢ 0
10th ¢ 1873....1 61 3588 3920 00 5785 09
1lth ¢ 1614..... 63 3971 4495 00 5830 00

The number and strength of societies
in each County of the Proviuce at the
close of 1874, are shown in the following
tabular statement, which embraces only
those societies whose returns were duly
attested before the apportionment of the
Legislutive Grant for the year 1874 :—

ST s =g -]
54155 5ay,| 52 [EEyE
NTIES. B 3 4| 3 S5R3
couUNTIES 2353 |2 £2% EEP: g_go-;z.
zalZz 14593 207 (2534
Znnapolis.....| 5 ' 302 ; 8302 00) £400 00; 3130 00
Antigonish.. ..] 3 | 169 | 249 00] 400 00| ~ 2 00
Capc Breton ...} 3 155 1 155 00) 31000} 75 00
Colchester ... [} 447 1 450 00} 400 00| 183 98
Cumberiand....| 8 305 | 397 00| 400 00] 189 985
Digby........ 4 302 | 317 00| 400 00 45 00
Quyshorcugh 3 153 1 153 001 208 00} 49 &0
Halilax . . . 3 2221 250 50 400 00] 250 00
Hants... 7 393 | ¢80 00} 400 00{ 160 00
Inverness. 2 201 8000, 16000{ 3300
King’s .. Jd 5| 323, 44300] 40900 136 00
Lunenburg....| 1 G4 63 00) 132 00] 2" 00
Pletou .. . .| 5 278 | 280 50: 400 00 65 00
ueen'’s........f 8 128 | 134 00 268 00 70 00
fchmond......| .. . .. .. ..
Shelbume. . 4 e 7T} 207000 40000, 550
Victoria... q 2 1¥9,1 129 00; 258 00} GO 00
Yarmouth ... .| 2 2331 333 90; 306 00 65 00
Totals.... .1 64 | 3971 135495 00:55830 00:81609 41

In accordance with the arrangements
detailed iu last year’s Annual Report of
the Board, 2 Provincial Agricnliural Ex-
hibition was held in Halifax, during the
first week of October, 1874, The Exhi-
hition was largely attended by farmers
snd others from nearly all parts of the
Province, the comspetition in Live Stock
and in Fruit wus lavger than was an-
ticipated, and, although the untoward
geason caused a marked deficiency in
Roots and Vegetables, yet the Exhibition
was generally regurded as,upon the whole,
a decided success.
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The Drill Shed in Spring Garden
Road, and General’s and Governor's
Fields in veur, had heen granted re-
spectively by the Ton. Minister of Militia,
s Excelleney the Licut. General and
His Honor the Lieut. Governor, for use
during the Iixhibition. Convenient build-
ings for the shelter of the horses, enttle,
sheep and pigs were erected by the Bonrd
in the Governor's and General’s fields,
poultry pens in the Drill Yurd, and the
requisite fittings in the Diill Building for
the effective display of the grain and field
seeds, dairy produce, woollen manufac-
tures, roots aud vegetables, agricoltarnl
implements, fruits, and ornnmental plants
and flewers.

The Cattle Sheds and Drill Building
were ready for Exhibitors to commence
their work of arrangement on Monday
morniug, 5th October. The public open-
ing of the Exhibition to spectators took
place on Tuesday the 6th, when on in-
vitation of Sir William Young, on behalf
of the Board, the Opening Address was
delivered by His Hounor Licut. Governor
Arehibald. The grounds and buildings
were kept open during the following
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, and
wore visited by upwards ot eighteen thou-
sand persons. ‘The perfect decornm of
this vast assemblage, both in the grounds
aud throughout the city, was the subject of
general remark, and lescened much the
auxiety and labour of those who were
charged with carrying ont the arrange-
aonts. The Exhilntion was finally closed
on Friday afterncon, 9th October, on
which occasion His Honor Lieut. Gover-
nor Tilley, of New Bruuswick, delivered
» Closing Address.

To enumerate the names of those who
gratuitously rendered signal service in
the course of the Exhibition arrange-
ments, would extend this Report beyond
its proper limits ; but the Board fesl that
public wmention should be made of the
fact that, of the hundreds of official and
private persons, both in the city aud
throughout the varions counties,who were
avpplied to, to act in various officinl capa-
cities or otherwise render assistance, every
one who could do so readily and cheer-
tully eomplied with the requests of the
Board, and all cordially united in promo-
ting the success of the undertaking.

The financia! results of the Exhibition
were satisfactory.  Originally the Legis-
Jature had voted $4000 as s prize fund,
in the belief that the eniry fees of spec-
tators would cover all the other expenses.
But when the Board proceeded,in 1878,
to draw up a Prize List, they found that
o satisfactory Prize List conld not be
framed without exceeding that sum, They
were accordingly authorized by the Gov-
crnment to extend the Prize List as far
as they thought could be safely dene, so
as to keep the ultimate deficiency down
to $2000.00. ‘'The Board zccordingly,

after careful caleunlaticy, offeved prizes,
which, with subsequant supplements, alti-
mitely extended to asum total of upwards
of 37000.00. The offering of this ap-
parently large sum was based opon a
calculation that, as in the ose of the
Exhibition of 1868, nt least ten per cent,
of the prizes offered would not bo
awarded,  The sum actually paid for
prizes, as shown by the nccounts herewith
submitsed, nmounts to $5736.50 ; this docs
notinc'nde some faw uncluimed prizes and
others that were not finally adjusted until
the receut annoal meeting of the Board,
which are, bowever, quite trifling in
awount. The erection of cattle sheds in
the Governor’s field, work in the Driil
Shed, &c., cost $2110.91. All other ex-
penses, including the preparatory expend-
iture of printing and circulating Prize
List, &c, during 1873, amounted to
$2920.99. ‘These expenses, together with
prizes, amounting to $10,7¢8.40, are met
from the following sources, viz.: 1. Legis-
lative grant of $4000.00; 2. Subserip-
tions by Agricultural Societies $1609.41 ;
3. Prize Fund for Plants and Flowers
raised by Ilorticulturists of Halifax
$348.00; 4. Fruit Growers’ Asso-
cintions $200.00; 5. Mr, Frasers
contribation for Condiment Prizes $100;
6. Amount collected at gate for admission
of spectators $8536.50; 7. Proceeds of
sales of Fruit $66.08. Total $9859.99.
The total amount of deficiency to be made
up by the Government, instead of being
32000.00 as was estimated, amounts to
only $906.41.

'The Board, after very careful cou-
sideration at successive meetings, have
resolved to make the following recom-
mendeations to the Hon. the House of
Assembly :—

1. In view of the general demand, all
over the Province, for an Importation of
thorough-bred stock, viz.: Horses, Cattle,
Sheep and Pigs, of a higher character
than avy previously imported, it is recom-
mended that the Beard be authorised to
mnke an importation during the coming
season ; that for this purpose they be
authorised, as formerly, to use the Stok
Funad of $8000.00 (originally granted to-
wards the establishment of a Stock Farm)
for the purchase of animals, on the con-
dition that the proceeds of sales shall be
used to replace the Stock Fund to its
originsl amount, and that any contingent
loss be met by a Legislative Grant not to
exceed $5000.00,—only suchportionof the
grant to be drawn as shall be necessary to
cover the actual loss on the importation
and sale, and expenses connected there-
with.

2. That in addition to the sum annually
voted for agricultural purposes, a farther
sum of $4000.00 be annually given as a
Prize Fund for a Provincial Agricultural
and Indunstrial Exhibition, to be held
uuder direction of the Government and

Board of Agriculture in any County,
sclected by the Board, in whicl an Agri-
cultural Society, or cther responsible body,
shall be prepared to furnish suituble Fx-
hibition grounds and buildings, and shall
he willing to wndertake the wecessary
expense attending the mavagement of
such Fxhibition,—the managers to collect
a small entrance fee from visitors, and
trom each exhibitor, to go towards defray-
ing the general expenses. That the first
Al Exhibation be held in the autumn
of 1875.

3. That a further sam of $600.00 be
voted to enable the Bourd to offer a bonus,
for one year only, to encourage the erec-
tion of a Bone Mill by parties willing to
undertake to supply farmers with Bone
Dust at reasouable rates, in sccordance
with arrangements entered into during
the last Session.

4. That ns soon as the Legislature shall
think it expedient, an awvnual sum of
$400.00 be voted to furnish prizes for the
best managed farms in each of the six
districts into which the Province is di-
vided for the purposes of the Agricultural
Act.

5. The following Resolution was passed
by the Board on 21st October, 1874:—
« Feeling very sensiblo that the present
salary of the Secretary is not at all com-
mensurate with the work to be performed,
which work has largely inereased since
the amount of salary was fixed, and, con-
sidering the heavy financial resvonsibility
now attached to the office, and the very
valuable assistance rendered to Agricul-
ture by the present incnimbent, Professor
Lawson,—the Board respectfully,but most
strongly, recommend to the Government
that the salary of the Secretary be now
raised to $1200, to commence from 1st
Januaary, 1875 The increased salary
can still be prid out of the ordinary
Tegislative grant to the Board, as the
other working expenses of the Board
have heen cousiderably reduced by the
Jast amendment to the Agricultural Act.
The increase of the Secretary’s salary
will not, therefore, require any increass
on the Legislative grant, but merely a
change in the Act, which at present limits
the salary to $600.

6. Some years ago the Beard established
a m mthly Agricultural Journal, for the
publication of the Reports of County aud
Districe Sneisties, and for the diffusion of
useful information in regard to improved
modes of culture and stock raisivg. The
Reports of Societies have latterly in-
creased o such an extent that it has not
been found practicable to give more than
brief extracts of many of them in “he
Journal, and, even with this reduc on,
and the occasional issue ot double num-
bers, the ordinary reading matter of the
Journal has been very much curtailed.
The Board propose that,io future, the
Journal be used only for the publication
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of articles on subjects of practical and
sciontific agriculture, adapted to the wants
of the Provinco; that the Reports of
Societies be added 18 an Appendix to the
Annual Report of the Board; and that
the whole be printed in pamphlet form
in time for the meeting of the Legislative
Assembly. It is befieved that such a
Report, carefully prepared, would present
to tho Members of the Legisluture a
representation of the actual condition and
working of the Agricultural organization
throughout the varions Counties of the
Province that could not fail to .prove
of interest and use. It is hoped, there-
fore, that the proposal will meet with the
approval of the Legislature, and that the
Government wiil nuthorise the necessary
printing, as in the case of Departmental
Raports.

By order of the Central Board of
Agriculture,

J. WinsurN LAURIE, President,
GeoreE Lawson, Secraary.

Tnre finest oxen we know of in this
county are a pair owned by Mr. W. L.
Pipes, Nappan. They are six years old,
very finely formed and evenly mated,
girth eight feet, and weighed, at the mid-
dle of March, 893G lhs.—the larger one
2040 lbs.~~Amlierst Gazelte.

A BILL ENTITLED AN ACT FOR RE-
VISING AND CONSOLIDATING THE
GENERAL STATUTES OF NOVA
SCOTIA.

CIHAPTER “ OF THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF
AGRICULTURE.

1. The Governorin Council shall annually
appoint a Central Board of Agriculture, con-
sisting of seven persons, of whom one shall be
selected from among the Members of the Ex-
ceutive Government of the Province, and the
remaining six shall be selected from the six
districts mentioned 1in Schedule B., in the
manner hereinafter provided. Five of such
Board shall be a quorum, and they shall be a
Yody corporate under the name of the Central
Board of Agriculture.

2. It shall be the duty of the Officors of
every Agricultural Sociely, immediately after
their election at the Annual Meeting in De-
cember, to nominate a person suitable for ap-
goimment to the Central Board, and the

ccretary of every Society shall forthwith
transmit to the Secretary of the Central
Board the name and address of the person so
nominated.

8. The Governor in Council shall select
six from among the persons so nominated to
bo Members of the Central Board, one being
chosen from cach of the districts specified in
Schedule B., and the preference being given,
for each district, to the person nominated by
the groatest number of Societies. In case of
an equality of votes for any number of the
persons so nominated for any district, the
Governor in Council shall determine-who of
the number shall be the member.

4. In case the Offizers of the Agricultural

Societies for any district shall negleet or re-
fuse to nominate any person for appointment
to the Central Board, or if the Secretaries of
the Socicties shall transmit no such nnme and
address, the Governor in Council shall ap
point a member of such Central Board for
such district.

6.  All members of the Board shall retire
annually on the thirty-first dny of January,
but shx\fl be cligible for re-appeintment.

6. When vacaneies occur in the Board from
other causes than the annual retivement of
Members on the thirty-first day of January,
the Governor in Council may at once appoint
new members without reference to nomina-
tions by Societics.

7. The tirst meeting of the Board shall be
held at such time and place as the Governor
in Council shall direct, when they shall elect
n President, Vice-President, Secretary and
‘Treasuver.

8. ‘There shall be held in each year at
least one gencral meeting of the Board,
which will take place at Halifex, in tho
month of March, during the sitting of the

islature, and of which at least ten days
notice shall bs given. Special meetings may
be called by the Secretary, at the instance of
the President, or v pon the written request of
three mewnbers, and may be held at such
times ard places as the President or such
three members shall determine.

9. The Bonrd shall not pay or allow any
sum to a member thereof, for acting as such
member, except the amount ot lus actual
hotel expenses, and necessary travelling ex-
penses, 1 attending such meetings, which
shall not in any case exceed six cents a mile
for the distance actually travelled in going
to and returning from such meetings.

10. It shall be the duty of the Board,—

(1) To take measures for the formation of
County or District Societies, and for infusing
new vigour and efficiency into those already
in existence.

(1) To receive the accounts and reports
of such societies, and, before granting the cer-
tificates hercinafter mentioned to entitle them
to participate in the Provincial grant, to see
that they have complied with the provisions
of this chapter.

(I1L) To publish a monthly journal for
the diffusion of agricultural and horticuitural
information adapted to the condition and
circumstances of the country, and to cause
tiie same to be distributed as generally as

ibie.

(IV). To take mersures to obtain from
other countries animals of new or improved
breeds, new varietites of grains, sceds, vege-
tables, for general and equitable distribution
throughout the several counties, and to adopt
every measure in their power generally to

romots improvement in the agriculture and
Eorticulture of the Province.

(V.) To hold,every third year, or oftener,
if the Board sho ld deem it advisable, in
sume central and suitable locality, a general
provincial exhibition of agricultural and hor-
ticultural products, animals and domestic
manufactures, and to fix the time, articles of
corpetition, and list of prizes to be awarded,
and the regulations under which sach exbi-
bitious shall be held, of which due natice
shall be given at least twelve months before
the same shall take place ; and, in holding the
same, due regard shell be had to the just
claims of the several counties.

11. The Board may at any time appoint o
persou to inspect the books and accounts of

any Suciety in the Province receiving Gov-
ernment aid in connection with agriculture,
awd all officers of every such Society, when-
ever required to do so, shall submit its books
and accounts to such inspection, and truly to
tha best of their knowledge answer all ques-
tions put to them in relation thereto, or to
the funds of the society.

12. For the purposes of this Act the Board
shall be unﬁtlc«‘, 10 draw from the Provineial
Treasury annnally such sun not exceeding
cight thousand dollars, as the Governor anid
Council way authorize, out of which they
may expend & sum not exceeding six hun-
dred dollars for the salaries of their oflicers
and a further sum not execeding one hundred
dollars for stationery and other incidental
exponses, and they shall exhibit to the Gov-
ernment, for the information of the Legisla-
ture, every year, an account of the expendi-
ture of the samne, with proper vouchers, and
a full report of their proceedinge.

13, Agricultural Socisties may be organ-
ized in ench of the counties wherever forty
persons or more shall have become membars
thereof, by sipning a declaration in the form
of Schedule A to this Act, and paying each
not less than one doliar annually to the funds
thercof, and a true copy of tho said declara-
tion shall, within one month after the money
has been so paid, be transmitted to the Sec-
retary of the Central Board.

14. When any society shall be so organized,
such society shall be entitled to draw annually
from the Board, by warrantin favor of its
president, and on the certificate of the secre-
tary of the Central Board, ot more than
double the amount of the subscriptions so
raised and paid; the payment of such sub-
scriptions to be certificd uvon oath by the
e¢cretary or treasurer of the society, but no
county society shall be entitled to draw more
than two hundred and fifty dollars i any one

ear.

d 15. In counties where more than one
a‘zricul(uml society exist, the government
allowance shall be given on the principle in
section fourtcen, not excecding for any
county the sum of four hundred doftars in anv
one year ; and the same shall be apportioned
among such societies by tha Central Board
in & rateable proportion to the amount of the
subscriptions raised and paid by each society
for the year in which such allowance shall be
claimed, but no society shall draw more than
two hundred and fifty dollars.

16. In case of any difficulties arising as to
the boundaries of any such societies, the
Central Board shall define the same.

17. The object of such agricultural socic-
ties shall be to encourage and promote the
introduction of improved stock, sceds, fruit,
implements, methods ot culture, drainage,
orchard cultivation, and improvement in
farm buildings and dowmestic manufactures,
to hold shows and exhibitions, to award
premiums for excellence, and to diffuse infor-
mation concerning agriculture and horticul-
ture. The funds of such societies, derived
from the subscriptions of members or the
public grant, shall not be expended for any
object inconsistent with those sbove men-
tioned.

18. The annual mectings of Lhoe societies
shall be held on the first Tuesday of Decem-
ber in each year, when they sball elect a
President, Vice Presideat, Secretary and
Treasurer, and not maoye than five directors.

18. Tho officers appointed at the formation
of such socictics sbaﬁ, until the election of
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their successors at the annual mccting, ovor-
ciso all the powers vested in the soviety by
this Act.

20, ‘They shall Tl specinf meetings pur
sunnt to adjcarnment, or on written  notice
from the scervtary, which shall bo given one
weok before the day apjpointed for auch
meeting, and at sueh weetings ive shinll be
A q(lOl‘ll")-

21, The said officers and divectors nny at
any sueh meetings wake, alter, and repeal
bye-laws and rules for the management of
such rocioty, copies of which aball withia
one month theroxfter be forwanled to the
secretary of the Central Board for its ap-
proval.

22. The said officers and directors shall, in
addition to the ordinary duties of manage-
ment, present at the annual mecting in
December a report of the proccedings of tné
socie(?' during the year, in which shall be
stated the names of ail the mmembers of the
socicty, the amount paid by each, the names
of all persuns to whom premivmns were award-
ed, with the name of the animml, article or
thing in respect of which the same was
granted, together with sucl: remarks upon
the agriculture of the county ds they may be
enabled to offer, and a statement of the
receipts and dishursements of the society dur-
ing the year, which report and statement, if
appraved by the meeting, shall be enteved in
the journal of the society, and a true copy
thereof certified by the president and secrc-
tary to be corsect, shall be sent to the Central
Board within onc month theroafter.

23. If any society shall neglect to vender
such accounts and report, it shall forfuit its
claims to the provincial grant for the year
next succeeding.

24. The county society, where but one
exists in a county, and the several sociutics,
where more than one is established thervin,
shall be requested to hold an annual show for
the exhibition of agricultural and horticultural
produce, farm stock, and articles of’ domestic
manufactures, at which prizes shal! be

nted for the best specimens produced of
farm culture, and such shows shall be held at
such time and place, and under such regula-
tions, as the majoriiy of the officers and
directors of the scveral county socicties may
determine.

25. If the cfficers and directors of the
agricultural society of any county, or part of
a county, consider that any other system
might advantageously be substituted for that
of shows, and that the sum allotted to such
societies might be better applied in the im-
portation of stock, or to any other purpose
for the improvement of agriculture,~in such
case they may apply the said sum, provided
notice thereof has been given to the Board of
Agriculture, and its approval of such appro-
priation obtained.

26, ‘Lhe provisions of this chapter shall ex-
tend to all agricultural socictics at present in
existence.

SCHEDULES.
. A.

We whose names are hercunto subscribed
agree to form ourselves into a society under
the provisions of the Chapter of the Revised
Statutes * Of the Encouragement of Agricul-
ture,” to be named the - Agricultural
Society, in the County of ; and we
severally agree to pav {o the treasurer of
said soctety towards the funds thereof annu-

ally the sums set opposito our respoctive
naines.

Names of Subse+'i ors. ‘ Sums Subseribed.
A B ! 9
¢ D l
B.

The City and County of Halifax shall com-
prise District No. 1.

District No. 2 shall include the Countics of
Kings, Annapolis and Digby.

District No. 8 shall include the Countics
of Lunenburg, Queens, Shelburne, and Yar-
tnouth. .

District No. 5 shall inelude the Countics of
Hants, Colchester and Cumberland.

District No. 5 shall include the Counties of
Pietou, Antigonish, and Guysborough.

Distriet No 6. shall include the Counties
of Capu Breton, Richmond, Inverness and
Victona.

CENTRAL BOARD OF AGRICUIL-
TURE.

——

Haripax, 23rd March, 1875.

The annual statutory meeting of the
Central Board of Aariculture was held
to-d3y in the Committee Room, adjoining
the Provincinl Library.

Present—Hon. D. McDonald, Atty.
General, Colonel Laurie, Oakfield, Col-
onel W, E Stacratt, Parudise, David
Matheson, Esq., Mayor of Pictuu, Israel
Longworth, Esq., Truro, Johu Ross, E-q.,
Boularderie, Professor Laiwson.

David Matheson, Esq., of Piciou, hav-
ing been morved itto the chair, it was re-
solved, on motiou of Mr. Longworth, sec-
onded by Mr. Starratt,that Colonel Laurie
te elected President of the Board.
Whereupon, Colonel Laurie, as Presi-
dent, took the chair, and thanked the
Board for their courtesy in electing him.

Moved by Mr. Mathesou, seconded by
Mvr. Ro-s, and resolved, that lIsracl Long-
worih, E-q., Truro, be elected Vico-Pre-
sident.

On motion ot Mr. Matheson, seconded
by Colonel Starratt, Professor Lawson
was elected Secretary and ‘Lreasurer.

Mr. Loungworth moved & resolution ex-
pressive of the seuse of the Boatd of the
joss which the Province had sustained
by the death of the late Pre<ident, Hon.
R. A. Mclieffry, a copy of which was di-
rected to be sent to his widow :—

Resolved,— That the Board of Agricultare
take the earliest opportanity to cxpress their
profound regrot for the death of their lato Jament-
od Presideat—the Honorable Richard A. Me-
Heffey, and_to vecord their scnse of the loss
which the Proviuceat large has sustained by
being deprived of his services in the cause of
Agriculture, as well as in other departments
of public ussfulocse. Mr. McHeffey's admirable
qualities as a man and a citizen, and the invala-
able services which he sendercd to the Agricul-

ture of Nova Scosia, wero well known to overy
member of the Boand, and canuos bo too highly
estimated. The Board feel that in him thoy
have lost o wise counscllor, as well as & highly
valued friend, whose memory thoy will always
cherish, and whose place cannot ensily be tiled.””

It was arranged to invite the Standing
Commiitee otz Agriculture of the House
of A-sembly to mect in confersnce with
the Board on Thurslay, 25th iust, as
halfspust eleven o’clock, and the Secre-
tary was instructed to commuuicate with
the Chuirwan of the Cowiwitiee accord-
ingly.

A motion i reteronce to the proposed
smportation of ~e»d wheat was allowed
to lie over for furtler inquiry.

The Members of the Buurd spent the
remuinder of the forencon in discussing
the propriesy of muhing an importation
from Ontario of horses, cattle, sheep nnd
pige, and i planning a system of Annual
Proviucial Exhibitions, but no definite
resolution was passed.

The Board adjourned at 1 o'clock, to
meet again at 3 p. m.

3 o'cLOCK, P. A,

The Board re-assembled. Present—
Col. Laurie, President; Israel Longwortlr,
Esq., Vice-President ; David Marheson,
Esq.; John Ross, Kaq. ; Col. Starratt;
Prof. Lawson, Secretary.

‘The afternoon was chiefly occupied in
detailed business connected with Agricul.
tural Societies, including the formation
of a new society in Halifax Co.

The Board adjourned, to meet sgain
on Wednesday morning at 10 o’clock.

ConyirTee Rooxy,
OLp Province BuiLpING,
March 23r1, 1£75.

I’resent—Col. Laurie, President; Is-
rael Longworth, Ksq., Vice-Prasident;
Ton. ). McDounald, Attorney General ;
Duvid Matueson, Esq.; W. E, Starrau,
Esq; Joha Ross, Ksq.; Prof. Lawson,
Secreotary.

Moved by Mr. Matheson, seconded by
Mr. Ross,~~

Whereas, A sum of $103.70 was reserved out
of the grant for Pict~1 County in 1873 for the
purpose of paying the New Gairloch Socicty its
proportion in the event of (lnnli&ingthmfor;

11:31 whereas, The Now Gairloch Society has
net complied with the resolution of the Board of
25th June, 1874. requiring the Socicty’s original
accounts and voud hiers, with itoms of income andt
exnenditure in dewil;

Therefore resolved, 'Thnt the said amount of
$103.70 he distributed rateably among the Soci-
etics in Pictou County that were duly qualified
in 1873.

Ths resolution was put to the mesting
and passed unauimounsly.

A letter was read by the Secretary
from the Rev. Edward .Ansell, Beaver
Harbor Parsonage, with minutes of meet-
iag, held on 25th December, for the pur-
pose of organizing a Society to be named
the “ Salmon River, Beaver Harbor, Ag-
ricultural Socivty,” in the County of
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Halifax. The Society emhraces forty-
two membars,

Moved by Mr. Mntheson, seconded by
Mr. Sturratt, and resolved, that the new
Society bie recoguized us organized under
the Act for Encouragemont of Agricul-
ture.

Correspondence in reforence to several
business matters arising out of the Pro-
vincial Ixhibition, wus lnid before the
meeting, and denlt with in detnil

Messrs. Longworth, Stareatt and Ross
were named us 8 Finance Committes to
audit the Treasurer’s accounts for the
past year,

The Board adjourned till Wednesday
morning st ten o'clock.

CoxumirTeg Rood, }

Provinciatr, Lisnranry,
24th Blurch, 1875,

The Central Board of Agriculture re-
sumed business this moruing at 10 a. m.

Present—Col. Laurie, President ; Is-
rael Longworth, Esq., Vice-President;
Attorney  General McDonald; David
Matheson, Esq. ; W. L. Starrat, Esq.;
John Ross, Esq.; Prof. Lawson,Secrotary.

A telegram was read from George S.
Brown, Isq., Yarmouth, aunouncing that
it was inconvenient for him to attend the
weeting.

The minutes of yesterday’s mectings
were rend aud approved of.

The aunual returns ot societies for the
year 1874 were laid ou the tabla by the
Secretary, and the Board proceeded to
examine them. It was felt to be a mat-
ter of very great importance that the
funds raised by societies in their respec-
tive localities, as well as the Legislative
grauts assigned to them, should be used
in the very best pos-ible way to promote
agricultural improvement in the district.
C. E. Brown, Esq, of Yarmouth had
called attention to this subjuct by a com-
munication to the Secretary of 1be Hoard.

On motion of Mr. Longworth,second-
ed by Mr. Starratt—

Resolved, That in future the Board withhold
the Provincinl grant from Agricultural Socicties
that do not furnigh with their annual reports a
cleariand full account of their receipts and dis-
bursements, that tho Board may be able te judgo
that in their operations the provisions of the
Agricultural Act haysbeencomphied with,and that
the Socicties are therehy ent*’ed to participatein
the grant, which, in cnse of societies making im-
perfect or unsatisfactory returns, caunot well be
done,~and that the Societics have notice of this
resolution,

The Secretsry was directed-to prepare
a blank form of schedule for the Annual
Returns of Societies, in” order to secure
uniformity and evsurs perfect accuracy,
Societies to participatein the Legislative
grantonly on coudition that their Returns
are perfect and inthe hands of the Sec-
retary of the Board not later than 81st
December;—Societies dolaying, or send-
ing imperfect Returos, to be excluded.

Colonel Laurie; the hon. Atty. General

Al
and Mr. Longworth wore named as an
Executive Comumittes to act during the
recess in denling with contingent husi-
ness that might nrise and require adjust-
meut prior to the general meoting. .

Mvr. Longworth rend a communication
from the Ounslow Agricultural Society
recommending the importation of live
stock, as much required by Socioties and
furmers generally.

The Board then: adjourned, to mest
again on Thursday morning at 10 o'clock.

Coatstirrre Rooy, Province Lisnany, OLp }
Provixcs Buiuping, March 25, 1875.

Present—Colonel Laurie, President;
Israel Longworth, Esq., V. P.; Houn. D.
MoDonald, Atty. General ; David Math-
eson, Isq., Mayor of Picton; W. E.
Starratt, Esq.; John Ross, Esq.; Prof.
Lnwson, Secretary.

The Auditing Committee presented
their report upon the Treasurer’s ac-
counts, und the ‘aunual returns of Agri-
cultural Sucieties were discussed.

The following resolutions were tabled
for consideration at the next meeting of
the Board :—

Ist resolution to be moved by M
Starratt, seconded by Mr. Matheson, viz :

Whereas, In other Provinces of the Dominion’
as well as in the colony of Prince Edward Island®
the Local Governments hiave rhade provision for
Annual Provincial Agricultural and Industrial
Exhibitions,

‘And Wihereas, Tha great interest manifested
by thd people of this Province in the success of
our Inte Frovincial Exhibition indicates that it
is in accordanco with the views of the geueral

ublio that such an Exhibition should bo held in

ova Scotia annually.

And Whereas, ‘The Board of Agriculture are
of opinion that a yearly Provincial Exhibition
wounld not only mcet with much favor, - but
prove a great stimulns to the ugricultoral and
other industrivs of the Province,

Therefore Hesolved, That the Board bring this
important matter to the notice of the Agrical-
tural Committeo of the House of Assembly, so
that the viows entertained by the Board upon
tho subject may be Inid before the Legistature.
Tho Board would earnestly recommend that, in
addition to the suin ot money provided yearly
for Agricultural erposm, an additional amount
of five thousand dollars be given as & Prize
fund for a Provincial Exhibition to be held uider
the dircction of the Guvernment and Board of
Agriculturein any County,selected hy the Board,
that may bo prepared to furnish auitablo Exhibi-
tion grounds and buildings, and that may be
witling to bo at tho necessary expense attending
the mansgement of ‘the Exhibition, 1he County
in which “any such Exhibition may bo held to
colléct o sinall enteancs.fes from the visitors and
each Exhibitor, to go towands defraying ox-
penses.

The second resolatation, tabled by the
President, provides that in each agricul-
tural district (as defined by Statute) first
and second prizes, 6f the respective values
of $50 and $25, be offered anvually for
the best managed and best worked farms,
the judges, in ‘making their returns, to
give at length their reasons for awarding
the prizes, and to furnish details of the
system of crops - followed, the breed of
cattle kept, and their suitability to the

locality, and generally of any points in
the managemsnt that nre noteworthy ;
likowise to mako special repeits on, and
furnish full particnlars regarding, any
points of excellence that may como under
their notice on farms other than those
recommended for the prizes. By such
menns the methods in use by, and the
practical experience of, our mosat eunter-
mising farmers, will be brought to the
knowledge of all, whilst the best farmers
will themselves he put on thoir ncttle to
excel, and the spirit of emulation, thus
arou<ed, will be found, as in tho cuse of
exhibitions, to re-act on the whole agri-
cultural community.

At half-past 11 o’clock, the following
gentlemen, members of the Standing
Committes on Agricultare of the House
of Assembly, attonded the mecting of the
Board by iavitation :—

Donald Archibald, Esq., M.P. P.

. Avard Longley, Esq.,, M. P. P,

J. B, North, Esq, B P. P.

Hiram Black, Esq., M. P. P.

J. N. Mack, Esq,, M. P. 1.

Alfred Gayton, Esq., M. P. P

Colonel Laurie explnined the measures
proposed by the Board for the ensuing
season, and stated that the Board were
desirous of ascertaining lhow far the Com-
mittee and Legislature would be disposed
to concur with them.

Mr. Archibald referred to the varied
industrial interests of the Province, and
expressed his desire that tho Comaiittee
should support the Agricultural interest,
as far as consistent with due regard to
shipbuilding, fishing and commerce.

r. Longworth entered into a detailed
explanation of the work of the Board,
aud proposed that their views should be
einbodied i a concise shaps, and commu-
nicated, in writing, to the Chairman, for
consideration of the Agricultural Com-
mittee.

Dr. Ross advocated a grant of $5000
for importation of Stock, even it the Ex-
hibition scheme should not at once be car-
ried out.

Mr. Black approved of the recent ac-
tion. of the Board, and referred with gra-
tification to the choice that hdd been
made of an encrgetic President. The
intention to restrict societies in the appli-
cation of their funds was a wise measure.
Money was required by the Board to
carry out their plans, and as the Hon.
Atty. General was a member, the Board
had only to apply to him for the neces-
sary means. The Legislature would ap-
prove of any judicious expenditure, Mr.
B. was much plessed with the proposal
to import Stock, but there might be s
feeling against an importation and an
Exhibition both in the same year. He
was glad to hear that the Railway Tariff
had been amended, so as to render the
establishment of a Bone Mill possible.
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e wished the Board overy success, and
would rouder every assistance.

Mr. Mack said he represented a County
argely interested in Jumbering. bnt felt
that improvement in stock twld upon
overy other brauch of industry. snd he
would, therefore, support the Board iu
their labours. It was a loss to the coun-
try at L.ege 1o have poor breeds of catile
and sheep.

Mr. North presumed he would be
thought to rapresent the shipping inte-
rest. It was certainly the most heavily
taxed of Nova Scotian industries, but
tho sum a-ked for Agriculture was so
insignificant that it could not possibly
affect the shipping interest. His sympa-
thies, be said, were all with the Agrical-
turists, and too much encouragemeut
could not be given to stock raising and
fruit growing. .

Mr. Longley spoke waraly in favor o
the various schemes of the Board, and
thought that, if the Chairman ot the Ag-
ricultural Coammittee were not too faint-
hearted, they could Dbe carried out with
success, and with beuvefit to the Province.
To refuse to respond to the clains of the
Board would be to acknowledge that we
were behind the times. The brauching
out of railways east and west may lead
to the limit of our Provincial funds, but
that should noat damp our ardour in main-
taining a2 branch of industry upon which
the welfare of the whole Province, and
the cowfort of the people were so tho-
roughly dependent.

The meeting was addressed in similar

terms by Mr. Matheson, Mr. Starratt,
and Mr. Gayton.

The Board continged its meetings on
Tuesday sud Wednesday, 30th and 31st
Muarch. Present—Colonel Laurie, Pre-
sident; Israel Longworth, Esq.. V. P.;
Hon. D. McDonald, Atuty. General;
D. Matheson, Esq, Pictou; W. E. Siar-
ratt, Esq., Pardise, John Ross, Esq,
Boularderie; Professor Lawson, Secre-
tary.

A letter was read from Cyprian Bal-
lard, B:q., Middleboro’, couaty of Cum-
berland, proposing the formation of an
Agricultural Society in that district, which
the Board eutertaived favorably.

In order to relieve the Journal of Ag-
riculturo of the Annual Reports of Soci-
etics, which have Iatterly become very
bulky, it was resolved, in future, to em-
body these in the Annual Report of the
Board to tho Legislature, and to have
the same printed at the opening ot the
Legislative session.

The following zentlemen of the Agri-
cuitural Committtee of the House of
Assembly met with the Board, viz.:—
Donald Archibald, Esq., M. P. P., Chair-
man; J. MeKinnon, Esg,, M. P. P,
Hiram Black, Esq, M. P. P, % B.

North, Esq., M. . P., J. N. Mack, Esq.,
M. P. P.

Mr. Archibald,the chairman, stated that
tha Conmittee had considered the various
recommendations of the Board, as fully
as the limited time aud eugagemenis on
other committees had allowed, and were
tavorably impressed with the contemplat-
ed measures. They were prepared to
recommend the llouse of Assembiy to
vote the sums required, with the excep-
tion of the prizes for farms, which, in view
of the grauts uneeded for other purpo-es,
might be deforred for the present.

The subject of agricultural labor en-
gaged attention, and elicited remarks
from Hon. Mr. McDousld, Mr. Bluck,
Mr. McKiovon, and Col. Laurie. Mr.
McKinnon instanced the complete ex-
haustion of farms on the North Western
Shore of Cape Breton, which he attribut-
ed not so much to want of labor or un-
willingmess to work, hut to ignorance of
agricultaral principles. He hoped that
some day we should have an Agricultural
College to teach our young men how to
farm.

Mr. Loagworth presented the Auditing
Commiuee’s Report upoun the Treasurer's
accounts, which had been found correct
and properly vouched, and werc ordered
to be communicated to the Hon. Provin-
cial Seccretary for pre<entation o the
Leaislature in the usual mauner. -

A letter from Mr. Blair, Secretary of
the Onslow Agricultural Society, io refe-
rence to the coutemplated Exhibition
buildings at Truro, was referred to the
Executive Committee of the Board with
power to act,

A large amount of detsil business was
transacted and committees appointed to
forward the preliminary work of some ot
the schemes proposed for the present
vear.

Ou Saturday several members of the
Agricultural Committee, and of the Board,
visited Qakfield, by invitation of Colonel
Laurie, the President, to inspect his Herd
of thorough-bred Devons.

Correspondence.

ABTALTATLAATATTLANLHRANT VAL AL e AN A NN
LoxpoNnerrr, March 24, 1875.

To the Editor of the Journal of Agricul-
ture:

Sir—I bought a No. 5 Blanchard
Chumn some months ago, and not without
some misgiviugs as so many patent churns
have turned out a failure. But the Blan-
chard Chura is in my opinion a complete
success, and well worthy of all the praise
your correspondent “ X, L. has given it
It is so simple a child of twelve years of
age can churn with it.

Yours truly,
Burrox Coor.

Tarasacoucug, Murch 29,1875,
To the Editor of the Journal of Agricul-

ture:

Sir,—Last scason Idid my churning
with one of the Blauchard Churng, and
find it superior in every respect. It
brings the butter in less time, and with a
great deal less lubor than any other churu
I ever used. It works the butter free
from the butter-milk in the churn with-
out any change of dasher, and works in
the salt in the same way quicker and bet-
ter than it can be done by haud.

Yours truly,
Mus. Janes CLARK.

Messrs. Dickson and Jamiesor send
the following for publication :—

Tronro, March 25th, 1875.
Messrs. Dickson and Jamieson :

GentrLEMEN,—In reply to your letter
of to-day's date, requesting my opinion
of the “ Blanchard Churu,” I have no
hesitution in saying that it is far superior
to anything of the kind that has ever
hieen used 10 my family, avd fully pos-
sesses every churacteristic claimed for it
by the makers.

- Gentlemen, yours very truly,
. R. MuLHOLLAND.

A FEW WORDS ABOUT PRUNILG
THE APPLE TREE.

To prune: a branch of fruit calture
very important in the production of good
fruit.

Let us begin at the first start of the
tree. The scion of the future tres gene-
rally has three buds, from all of which
shoots are liable to grow. As but one
is wanted, it is now the pruning begins.
Choose the straightest and strongest shoot
as the embryo of the future tree, rémove
the remaining shoots with a sharp knife,
being careful not to disturb the scion. do
not strip off the leaves from the young
tree (as some do), for they are very im-
portant to the perfect growth of the tree,
as the leaf performs for the trec duties
similar to those which the lungs perform
for the aniox'. The second year, side
branches will grow from the tree; some
of these may be cut out, leaving some to
shade the stem of the tree; the branches
left should be kopt headed in and entirely
cut away when the tree attaius the size of
oune inch in diameter. When the tree
has reached the required height for
braoching out to forma top, such of the
side brauches as are needed to form the
top may be left to grow. It is not good
to have more than onc bmanch growing
from the same point on the tree; if more,
they will be sure to split down when the
tree Is besring fruit, if not before. Tho
height of forming a top varies with some
of the different kinds of apples. While
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the branches of the trce Dbearing the
Pomme Gris variety are always extend-
ing upwavd, the branches of the well
kuown Bishop Pippin are ever inclined
to the growmd, and those of the Noupareil
grow in a horizoatal direction.

The prevailing winds of a country have
the effect of leaning the un-sheltered
tree ; for instance the prevailing winds of
King's County are from the West, cansing
the young tree to incline to the East
We can help to preserve the balance by
cutting away most branches from tho
East side, leaving the West side of the
tree the heaviest while young.

As the tree contin:tes to grow, cut out
all interfering or cross branches, all dead
or diseased branches, and others as the
pruner may deem necessary.

It is a very important item of proning
to know on which part of the tree apples
will grow the best, whether on the out-
side, as the Bishop Pippin, all through
the tree, as the Baldwin, on the south
side, as the Emperor, or any peculiar
place which a variety may have, that we
may give the bearing wood the most
favourable position.

The best time for pruning is an un-
settled question. Good authority says
that young shoots or small branches may
be cut as early in the spring as the sap
begins to flow, and larger branches in the
summer. Whatever implement is used a
smooth cut should be left on the tree.

The apple may be counsidered as one of
the choicest gifts of a Beneficent Creator.
When used in its perfect state, it is pleas-
ing to the taste and conducive to health,
its natural productivencss giving to all a
means of sharing the blessing,

E. C

King's County, Marck 25tk, 1875. )

( From the Amherst Gazette.)
FRUIT-GROWING.

BY T. D., PARRSRORO.

Mr. Epitor,—Sir: 1 was much
pleased with the editorial in your paper
of the Sth ult, reminding farmers in this
county of the formation of an Eastern
Fruit Growers' Association, and expiain-
ing the importance of miising fruit. It
occurred to me, when reading the article,
that if you were to collect the statistics of
what is actually done in this way in
this county and publish them the
farmers would plainly see in them a suf-
ficient guarantee for muking farther ef-
forts in this direction. To aid vou in
obtaining such statistics I subjoiv a few
items of the orthards in this place and
their annual production.

At Halfway River, Mr. Daniel Holines
owns an orchard that has been profitable
to the family. 1 have heard it said that
the farm was paid for by selling the

apples.
cooking and always sell readily in the
fall for from three to four shillings per
hushel.  The production has been pro-
bably from fifty to oune hundred and fifty
bushels yearly. The orchard is now
about cighty years old, but not so large
as it has been, the trees that died not be-
ing repluced by new owes. It is still,
however, productive and valuable. Other
persons in Ialfway River, viz.:—John
Hannah, Gaius Lewis, Jos. Jefters, James
O'Regan, Robert Harrison, James P.
Fullerton, and Alexander Cook, have
small orchards producing from ten tofifty
bushels yearly. Some of the trees in
these are quite old, having been set out
by the old settlers, and notwithstanding
they receive but little care, they are heal-
thy and productive.

Ir Westbrook, Stephen Ruscoe, Wm.
Cannon, David Atkinson, Sam’l Holmes,
Francis Holmes, Edgar Scott, David
Dickenson, Esq.,and Caleb Lewis, 1st,
have orchards of about thirty trees each,
that produce, annually, from twenty to
fifty bushels for each owner. The urees
are not old aud uot grafted ; but the fruit
is good, and each family has an abuudant
supply for itself, with more or less to sell
each year.

On the New Canaan Mountain, David
Gilbert, Sr., has an orchard ot about fifty
trees, from vuich he obtains fifty bushels
or more each year. This orchard is about
forty years old. At the foot of the moun-
tain Thomas Brown has a small orchard
that yields him from ten to twenty bushels
yearly.  Io the New Canaan Settlement,
John Gilbert, Sr., James Brown, and Mrs,
Patrick Quinn, have each an orchard of
about twenty trees each that each produces
from ten to thirty bushels yearly.

At the Crosz Roads, Thomas Lenke
and Charles Leake have each a new or-
chard; Mr. Leake’s is quite young, set
out by hiwself, well cared for, and pro-
duces from ten to thirty bashels yearly,
partly of grafted fruit. Mr. Charles
Leake’s is older and larger, set out by
his grandfather, the late John Lockart;it
produces fifty bushels yearly.

At Pleasant Valley, Jobn and Robert
Smith’s orchard yields from thirty to
sixty bushels annually ; it is about eighty
years old, and well sheltered from the
north and north-east winds by XKirk’s
Hill ; one tree in it sometimes bears from
five to fiftecn bushels in a year. Further
down on the Back Road the following
persons have small orchards of about a
dozen trees each, which yield their owners
an abundant supply for their own use,
viz. : Isaac Newcomb, William Smith, Jr.,
Robert Ward, Esq., Elijah Fowler, John
A. Grbam, William Smith, Sr., and
Alexauder Fullerton; most of these are
very old trees, having been set out by
former proprietors nn'e no mwore.  Isaac
Newcomb's is a thrifty youny orchard set

They are excellent for eating or

out by himsclf, well sheltered by his
buildings and a high hill, and not more
than fiftcen yews old. Four or five
reiles back from the Back Road the Wel-
ton orchard, of fifty or more trees, pro-
duces from fifty to one hundred bushels
yearly'; they are marketed in the adjoin-
ing settlements.

At Port Greville, William Wilkison,
Joseph Parsons, Charles Hatfield, James
A. Hatfield, and Jsaac Cannon have
young orchards, set out fifteen or twenty
years ago, that vear abundance of fruit for
themselves, snd at the same placo John
Hannings and the Pritchard orchards of
about thirty trees each bear yearly from
twenty to sixty bushels each, all very fair
fru t for home use.—The old orchard at
Grant’s, Fraserville, still bears well, and
John Fraser’s and the Kunowlton young
orchards are quite productive, each of
three from ten to fifi. °n trees each, bear-
ing each yearly from ten to twenty bush-
els. Walter Barteau, at Horse Shoe
Cove, Cape D'Or, has an orchard, set out
by himself about twenty years ngo; it
consists of aboat forty mules, some of
them grafted, 1t is on good soil, well shel-
tered, and bears very well, probably from
thirty to fifty bushels annually.

At Advocate Harbor, Edmund Reid
bas a small orchard of about fificen trees,
set out about twenty-five years ago, that
uffords quite an abundant supply of apples
for himself.

The late Colonel Edward Co'e, one of
the Loyalists, by whom Parrsborough
was settled in 1785, set out on his place
at that time a swmwall orchard for himself,
and another for the colored people who
were his slaves or servants in the United
States, then British colonies. They con-
sist of ten to twelve trees each, and, al-
thongh now ninety years old, are thrifty
and bear together from four to ten bushels
annually, all of them quite good for ordi-
nary home use, and save the present
owner, T. D. Dickson, the neccessity of
buying imported apples. At Partridge
Island an@ White Hall a few trees are
left of orchards that were formerly quite
valuable; there are three of them and
they bear from five to ten bushels each
yearly. George Newcomb, near Al
Village, has n young orchard, some of
themn grafted trees, which bear from ten
to twenty bushels annually. The Berry
QOrchard, at Two Islauds, of about twenty
trees, bears from ten to thirty bushels
yearly. On the east side of Partridge
Island River only a few trees are left of
the once flourishing Dickenson orchard ;
forty years ago it consisted of about thirty
trees, that yielded about fifty bushels of
apples yearly, for which a ready home
market was always found. Since then the
place has changed owners sovoral times,
and sometimes been occupied by tenants,
andthe orchard consequently neglected;
not more than five bushels are now got
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from it yearly.—Duaniel McAloney has'

here a flourishing young orchard of about
forty trees set out by himself ; they are
now ouly heginning to be of some size
and to bear, he gets from them now about
ten bushels yearly. Mrs. Cyprian Davi-
son and Jumes McKay have, in this vil-
iage, each n small orchard of o'd trees,
from which they each gather ten bushels or
more yearly.

( Conclusion in our nezxt.)

BAROY LIEBIG.

untm—

Since the much-lameunted death of the
<celebrated German chemist, the details of
his life brve teen treated in a great num-
ber of essays and articles published
the most influentisl organs of the press,
both of Europe aud Awerica, by well-in-
tormed and competent auathors. There-
fore, n somewhut closer consideration of
Liebig's influence on agricuiture and
physivlogy will perbaps commaund a
larger and broader interest thau the repe-
tition of mere biographical notes. One
poiut ought never to be forgotten, whea-
ever Liebig's efforts and achievements
are being judged—ihe difficultics he had
to overcome, when preparing himself for
his later brilliant career, were by faur
wmoare serious than is now geuerally be-
lieved. Ouly in consequence of his
patieut aud persevering investigations,
aud that of other distingnished scholars,
the science of nature aud the instruction
thereiu have been raised to their present
high staudard, and made easily accessible ;
while forty or filty years ago, young raeu
of high geaius and noble aspirations were
literally depressed and crushed by the in-
sufficiency of physical and chemical in-
strurtion. Licbig himself had to suffer
greatiy, and often spoke with bitterness
of his youth aund youthful shortcomings.

In the year 1840, Justus von Lichig
first began to iuvestigate the secrets of
veg-table aud animal life. Fortunately
for the result of his rescarches, he had
then already attawed high fime as a
scientific author and university teacher;
nay, even at that time, as far as the
sciency of chemistry is concerned, he al-
ready outshone all others, except the
wid-ly celebrated Berzelius.

The school for chemistry and the chemi-
cal laboratory founded by him in Giessen
had carried his reputation to every civil-
ired couatty, and eager pupils, among
them a great many voung Americans,
were continuully streaming to it from afl
parts of the globe. So his voice couid
not easily remain unheard, and the new
doctrines concerning agricultural chemis-
try which he proclaimed, guickly sprexd
throughout the learned world, as well sas
the public in general. The same dis-
coveries made by a young and unkuown

X

profossor, might perhaps, in spite of their
tutringic value, have been lost ins oblivion,
or at least have made their way wore
slowly, and thus been by far less bencii-
cial to humanity.

The essenco of Liebig's researches on
vogetzble life may be characterized in a
fow words: he was the first to discover
the iutrinsic counection between the
plauts and the mineral jugredients of the
soil, and to work out this discovery into a
clear and scientific system. It is true,
many years before Liebig, even in very
remote ages, certain minerals, as gypsum,
calcined bones, etc., were employed for
masures. But this wasa mere empirical
operation, aud no one ever thought of
proclaiming the theoretical and scientific
necessity of restoring the mineral ingre-
dients carried off in the crops frum the
soil. The people merely placed gypsum,
ashes, or bores oo their fields because
they had seen good results; but, as to
the real cause of their favorable influences
upon the fertility of the soil, this was a
perfect mystery, and remained thus, so
long as the chemists and physiologists of
the period inclined to consider the mine-
rals, and the small percentage of ushes
contained in the majority of plants, as a
fortuitous combination, and thought them
the nearer to ideal perfeciion the smaller
their percentage of asties was found to be.

Previous to Liebig's disccveries, the
word “ashes™ designated a mere elemen-
tary corception ; every thiug which is left
after the burning of wood, coals, or any
veg-table matter, was called ashes, and
any residue of the kind was counsidered to
be alike in substance and composition.

Thut all these “ashes” are totally dif-
ferent from each other, aud nearly as dif-
fereut as the plants themselves from
which they are dorived, was first discover-
ed and proved by Justus von Liebig, and
this discovery, to which he was led by a
series of most ingenious, bat also most la-
herious, experunents, became the chief
source of his fame and glory.

Uader Liebig’s direction, & patient and
vigorous staff of assistants made countless
experiments in nearly every sccessible
part of the globe, and analyzed, with the
utmost care, the ashes of many thousand
different piants. The unauiwous result
of their investigations proved, to a cer-
tainty, tho natural coherence betweea
vegetable life and inorganic matter; they
showed that every plant of the same kind,
whatever may be the substance and the
composition of its soil, reccives the same
mineral ingredients into its {rame, and
canunot live and grow in a place which is
entirely devoid of the minerals necessary
to its existence. To cite but one exam-
nle, the tobacco plant chiefly withdraws
lime from the earth, under every zoue
and in every climate; its caltivation, in
soil ahsolutely deprived of that mineral,
is simply impossible, however liberaily

the other conditions of its existence may
be provided for.

These results, plainiy showing the
error which foramer ages had committed
when neglecting and denying the import-
ance of mineral ingredients in vegetable
substances, naturally led to a division of
plants into several clusses, each of which
received the name of its principal mineral
ingredient ; regardless of botanical deno-
winations, they were divided into a few
sitaple classes, according to their predo-
misant contents of lime, kali, silicious
carth, etc.

Thus Liebig’s doctrine concerning the
inflnence of wineral matter upon vege-
table life was firmly established, and
nothing seemed easier than to carry it
iuto practical execution. It was no
longer unknown what mineral ingredients
every plant draws from the soil ; nothing
clse seemed necessary than to convey
them in sufficient quantity to the fields,
in order to obtain a boundless and never-
ceasiug fertility. Here we touch upon a
fatal momeunt o the great chemist’s life.

Perhaps it wonld have been better if

‘Lichig simply had offered his priceless

discovery to the practical agriculturists,
and had altowed the farmers to put his
theory into practice themselves, instead
of devoting hLis own exertions to that
task. Probably his doctrine wounld then
have made its way sooner and more
easily, and, at auy rate, a long senes of
troubles, delusions, vexations, and hostile
attacks of all kinds would have been
spared to the discoverer.

But the vivacity of his genius allowed
him not to restrain himseif to mero
theoretical investigations ; on the contrary
he devoted himself, with all the energy of
his powerful mind, to the task of popular-
izing and of carryiog them into practical
execution.

The opposition and resistance he had
to encounter were extraordinary.

It is no agreeable task to speak of the
causes of this strange fuct; for it must be
confessed that both parties, the enthu-
siastic preachers of the new doctsine as
we:l as agriculturists, had their parts in it
First of all, the deficient instruction of
the latter, their ignoranco and absolute
want of any thing like physical or chemi-
cal science, were great obstacles; they
did not, aud coull not understand the
techoical language in which the new doc-
trine was preached to them. And theo.
on the ather side, the immoderate zeal of
the innovators did much harm; their vio-
lent sbuse ot the tarmers’ and land-owners
ignorance, narrow-mindedness, and ob-
toseness produced ill-feeling among the
latter, and inereased their prejudices.
Liebig himself twas less guilty than auy
other of such deplorable rashness, hat his
disciples often passed the proper limits in
the excess of their Lenevolent zeal ; the
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author himself, Dbaving been one of
Liebig’s first aud most convinced pupils,
confesses to have doue so.

But all these abistacles—the ignorance
of the public, and the occusional mistakes
on the part of Liebig’s adhierents—can-
not suffice to explain the persevering op-
position which the new agricolturul sys-
tem encountered for so mauy years, and
which even now has not yet completely
subsided. The chict ob«acle 1o i
sneedy and universal adoption lay in its
striking, and quite unexpected, practical
inefficiency.

Contrary to thediscoverer’s foud hopes,
the artificial manure composed by his or-
ders, and tried on the grandest scale upon
every variety of soil and climate, had
nove, or scarcely any, influence upon the
produce of the fields ; at any rate. if such
an influence could be prrecived at all, it
was infinitesiroal, and too slow to be of
suny practical value.

Now, the unsuccessful chemist Lad to
undergo a loug aud dreary period of dis-
couragement, ill-will. and malicious deris-
jon. Let us hear his owu words about
it:

“ A real, lasting, and, not to be mitigated,
sorrow, was caused to me by the fact that 1
was unable to see and discover the c¢ause of
wmy artificial manvres inefficiency. In thou-
sands of cases I perceived each of its ingre-
dients cperating cxactly in the way indicated
by my theoretical researches and discoveries;
yat, when united, and brought into the sha
of aitificial manure, they scemed to be wort
less.”

Sincerely convinced of his doctrine’s
correctness, the perplexed discoverer was
helpless betore its practical failure. And
yet, a decisively favorable and couvincing
resalt was absolutely necessary to keep it
afloat, as the opyosition to inuovating
doctrines is nowhere stronger and more
tenacious than among farmers and land-
owners, to whom the inclination toward
routine and the following of cld courses
is even more natursl than to the rest of
mankind.

From the teginning, they had scoffed
at the idea of preparing manure by artifi-
cial means; they had declared aloud that
animal uction was necessary for its pro-
duction, and that, as a frequently used
pbrase somewhat peremptorily said, “ The
work of nature could never be replaced
by the product of a chemist’s melting
pots ¥

The failure of Liebig's artificial ma-
pure caused indescribable jubilation in
the tanks of the farmers and land-ows-
ers; strange to eay, they loudly rejoiced
to see that effoits which had been wade
exclusively toward their own good, and
toward the raising of their cordition and
welfire, had been unsuccessful !

{ 7o be continued.)

Wit pleasure we notice the importa-
tion of a Stock Ilorse, from Maiue, into
Maitlund, IIants. The animal is from
the celebrated breeds of Knox and
Messinger, he stands 163 hands high and
weighs 1250 Ibs. and is beautifully pro-
portioned and of a rich brown colour.
Althcugh only five years old and un-
trained to trot, he shows an extraordinary
rate of speed. ‘This horse was iinported
>nlely by private enterprize ata cost of
$1300.—Zruro Sun.

Reﬁ«ori;— of Agnrit. Societies.-

THE ANNUAL REPORT OF KING'S
COUNTY AGRIL SOCY. FOR 1874.

The officers of King's County Society
for promoting Agriculture, iu compliauce
with the Provincial Act of the encourage-
ment of Agriculture, respectfully submit
the following report for the year 1874.

In reviewing the transactious of the
past year, the Directors frel couscious that
it would be a remission of duty did they
omit o congratulate the Society on its
advanced positiou, on the icterest dis-
played by members, and the agricultural
cluss geunerally in this importunt branch
of industry, so peculiar, so essential to
their present demands and future comfort.
The fixed purpese of this Saciety, for
soiae years past, has been the improve-
ment of stock for beef, and it is pleasing
to note that, locally there is a marked
progress in that department, and the
gratification wooki be much enhbanced
could the rematk be mare extensively ap-
plied. The introduction of improved
breeds necescitate a deviation from fixed
grooves. Stock of high character is the
component of high furming, and, unless
the connection is maintained, good results
are precarious, therefore we are not un-
miudfal of the fuct that progress has not
been co-extensive with the expense in-
curred. If superior animals are ap ac-
quisition, extra weans should bo taken to
maintain aud keep them up to that
standard of excellence which they have
acquired, and for which they are con-
spicuous.

Domestic animals readily adapt them-
selves to surrounding conditions—fann
Stock in particalar, and in their good or
bad appearance is usually reflected the
thrift of the farmer. To attain that
standard of exceilence, it will be requisite
to adopt a course of trestment opposite
to that now in practice. o the choice of
breeds for a particular locality, and for a
specific purpose, regard should be had to
the influonce that soil and climate would
exercise in developing the animal system,
also to the too common practice of mixiug
different breeds o) the same farm as ju-
compatibie and .njurious; amidst such

confusion itis impossible to estublish a
family type or carry out a desired purposc.

Woe are conscious of the obstacles to
bo surmounted in carrying out a syste-
matic course of breedivg. Some of the
requisites are time, putience aud skill ;
when these have been expended, lucal
prejudice may step in and play an ugly
part. 1f we had breeds in this country
adapted to particular purposes we should
not go abroad for them. but we shall have
to rely ~poun other countries for a supply
as Jong us this consequent practice ex-
{sts, a situntion that dves not redound to
the credit of the garden of Nova Scotia.
Though the variety of breeds of eattle in
¥Englund are very great, we have ventured
to import only a Sew of such as ure con-
sidered the wost popular, viz.: the Dur-
ham, the Ayrshire and Devon; these
having their otigin in particular loczlities
shew thut climate, situation and capacity
of the soil to feed, have co-vperated in
establishing their peculiar qualities. To
the agriculinrist Nova Scotin presents
many snatural inducements yet unde-
veloped. to tie employmeunt of labour
and capital. We have extensive dyked
marshes that could be made to yield
an sbundance of the best fodder, rich in-
tervales and hillside pastures; also sandy
plains and stony ridges, each requiring a
race of animals especially adapted to it.
The climute, with its varied temperature,
offers no impediment to raising vegetable
products as food fit for man ana beast,
and. if our brag is worth anything, we can
feed to repletion.

MII.CH COWS.

In submitting a few remarks on this
subject we fec! conscious of our inability
to present any new or original sngges-
tions. It is satisfactory to notice that the
dziry is beginniug to attract atiention;
heretofore this important branch of hus-
bandry bas been overlooked by our agri-
cultural societies. Milk has special at-
tractions a5 an article of feod, and is in-
dispensable 1o our nutritive economy.
The profits accruing from tie dairy attest
its importance, and the quantity of milk
used in the manufacture of bu‘ter and
cheese in the Dominion of Canrds for
exportation is creating a demand in the
home market, more especially for the
latter article.

The consramption of caeese has largely
increased withiu the last few years, and
is becoming a staple article of food more
than a Juxury. In the products of the
dairy Nova Scotia has always sustained a
reputation for excellence, and the indica
tions are that it will soon be » leading
agricultural interest,

The milch cow is a machise for con-
verting herbage into money, and the more
natriticus food she gets the more profit
is realized. Good cows are iu demand
and prices steadily advancing, Latterly
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wany products of the farm have increased
iu value beyond their original fixad rates.
For butter, which formerly soldat 15 cents,
30 is demanded,aud checvso of first qualicy,
at 10 cents, is treely selling ut 20 conts,
and very fow of our furmers are in a po-
siton to avail thewselves of these ex-
tremo market prices. 1t they ure. the
articles arv not forthcomng m quantity
sutficieit to meet the local demand. The
sudden rise ot the dairy interests from
comparrire nothinguess to cowmmercial
hoportance is claimng you. attention.
Farmers in other localities are uuniting
and organizing ussoc-ations for the pur-
pose of advancing the dairy interost, and
mnprove the art of manuwacturing through
1 better kuowledge of the properties of
milk, and a more extensive acquaintance
with the qualities reynired to coustitute
a goud cow.  Such an advance in prices
should stimualute you to increased exeriion
with full faith in the bu.iness, huving ve-
gard to the selsction of stock, the quality
and properties of the food, as these are
the first principles of success iu the dairy.

Amoug our native cows are wauy that
excel as butter producers, yielding on
grass an abundaut flow of rich milk.
These so-called natives, being a mixture
of vaiious breeds imported furmerly at
different periods aud seffered to cross and
recross indiscrimiuately, have uo fixed
character except the one very desirable
trait of hardiness—roughing it. In breed-
ing from them we have this drfficulty to
contend against, the great uncertainty of
the progeny being as good as tho dam, a
knowledge of sclection possibly would, to
some extent, remedy this defect, ang, were
a determinate course of breeding adopted,
employing thorough-bred r.ales, an im-
provement would be mude, and animals
reared sutted to the varions districts of
the Proviuce that would rank high not
oaly as dairy stock but combine other
desirable qualities. There are a variety
of points requisite in a1 good cow, viz.:
the quantity and richuess of the milk, the
duration of the flow after caiving, gentle-
ness and disposition to fatten when dry.
Your aim should be to select from your
own stock the ¢ best,” give an abundauce
of fuad, goud care,and regular attendance.
1t you have no best, and should hear of a
cow that will average & pound of butter
a day for -ix mounths on a streteh, ¢ go for'
that cow, sud dou’t haggle about the
price.

SHEEP.

In this department we have little to
present favourable to the production of
woel or muiton ; although the interest
taken by our farmers in this business has
not abated, yet there are many obstacles
to be surmouuted, some of which suddenly
arise and fearfully curtail the profits, be-
fore this branch of industry can bhe sus-
tained as a paying investment.

tion of mout, lamb being in the ascendant,
Wool is comparatively neglected. us it is
not produced in sutficiont quantity to
mako it an articlo of commercial im-
portance.

Our sheep-husbandry, to be successful,
will require to ba modified by the appli-
cation of a more thorough knowledge of
the principles of the art. Different breeds
of sheep like cattle vary iu counstitution,
habit, uud quality of wool. In Eugland.
the nursery of high breeding, are tound
sheep adapted to the various localities of
the country; attempts are made with
periodical importations ot such us ute
mo-t approved, to perpetuate the breeds
in this Province—we ure not informed
of an instance where it has been success-
fully carried out. Superior anima's of
the most popular breeds, viz.: the Cots-
wold, Southdown, Lincolo und Leicester
have been introduced, and, without regard
to their characteristics, allowed to roam
at laige, taking their chance with ihe
sheep of the district. For a limited
period the two former will hold out
against climate and rough usage, but the
latter soon disappear, unless sustained by
good care and liberal feeding. ‘T'he fa-
cilities which the country affords to keep
and maintain the various improved breeds
should make sheep-husbandry a prowi-
vent feature in our agriculture. Que
successful uttempt would be speedily
follcwed by another, and a general en-
thu-.asm awakenced which would radiate
in every direction through the commuunity.
The spirit of inprovement atteuding all
new and profitable enterprise would lead
to increased activity in other depart-
ments, to the necessity of applying
skilled labour in their management, to a
more extersive knowledge of the culture
of roots, and s greater use of green
crops, better caitivation of the soil, which
would iudace a more abundant supply of
manure, and the greatest care in its ap-
plication, with the aid of the wmost ap-
proved farm implements. These varied
industries in cornection, workiug for the
benefit of all, would help to re-suscitate
some of the many undeveloped resources
of the couuntry. The great obstacle in
the way of successful rearing of sheep,
and one most difficult to guard against,
is the sudden onslaught of dogs; the loss
inflicted by their attacks is :cuch greater
thaun the profit derived from the flock.
The loss throughout the country annually
amounts 1o a very large sam, znd few
farmers in the vicinity of towns and
villages are willing to risk = flock how-
ever smnll. As consamers of meat we
are 1l interested in having good lamb
and matton cheap and abundaunt, and, on
the questicn of rates we are all very
sensiive. INow here comes indirectly a
tax the magnitude of which we have no

The | adequate conception of. Or: the farmer it

primary object appears to Le the produc- | falls in many instances with ruinous ef-

fect, and deters him from pursuing what
would be a profitnble business. No man
is willing to invest money in thorough-
bred uvimals at a cost of thirty to fifty
dollars apiece aud run thoe ri-k of huving
thewm destroyed or maimed by dogs.
Lhurty vears ago the bears, in their ut-
tucks, were vot » circumstance to the
present generation of curs. 'The havoc
mude tho past year by Cants major and
minor, is uuprocedented ; reports have
cowe to haud fromn diffsrent quarters of
losses sustaiued, different individuals re-
port two, three, six aud nine, all choice
auiieals, lytng round in prowiscuous mor-
tality. ‘The ditliculty ot kuowing ¢ whose
dog’ leaves the evil without redress.
Farmers should tuke hold of this matter
in earnest, aund iusist ou baving the tax
ou dogs wudu imperative, otherwise sheep
husbandry will continue 1o make slow
progress. 1f the owuers of dogs ou tho
ratpage were compelied once to pay the
cost price ot u heavy Liucola or Leicesia
it would give thewm s promiuveut idew of
the value of mutton, and would serve as
& geutle hiut, on the score of economy,
o dispense with the useless services of
their prowling * automauta ” suddenly.

SWINE.

In this cluss we have little to notice ;
all of you appear to rest so well satisfied
with the pigs thut we should hke to coo-
gratulute you on your felicitous repose.
‘The tise o1 two ceuts on the pound wo
doubt will stimulate you to look shurper
afier the sty, and give more attention to
the selectiou of the male you desire to
breed from. The catalogue is as long as
an auctioueer's list, and embraces a variety
of breeds from the large Yorkshire down
10 a Porcupine; you have pigs with the
hide of a Rbinoceros and the wool of
a Southdown—no doubt they would be
profitable if you could mauage to shear
them. You have long haired piys, short
haired pigs, and pigs without wool or
hair, the latter sportiug a skin as thin as
a wafer, and as bnght as polished
parchuwent. If you fuil to make a judi-
cious serlection the farrow will be a
squealing wituess agaiust your sciencs in
purk; so dou’t trust to luck, and wheo too
late find you bave had the wrong pig by
the ear.

Many persons ohject to high grade pigs
with thin skin and little hair, the climate
being too cold for them; they nre certaiuly
more sensitive 1o cold than the cunrser
breeds, aud if not properly cared for will
cousume  great amount of food, but in
pens 50 coustructed as to exclude drafts
of cold air, and supplied with plenty of
dry litter, the whole economy is reversed,
a change isat once perceptuble, the aui-
mals being satisfied with half the quan-
uty of ioud. and luxuriating in a gocd bed
ofstraw, alurge amountof valuable manure
is made in the course of the year, which
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may be shunted into corn oronionground
withnitrogenons effect; the animal, instond
of being & noisy ravenous hog, assumes the
dignity of & well-L.od pig, sud will winter
as well in our climate as any other of the
improved breeds; all he wauts is calmn
repose.
FIELD CROYSs,

With a few exceptious, we can report
favourably of orops throughout the vuri-
ous districts. Our hay crop has heen
large, unq generally secured in good con-
dition ; thie will enable farmers to carry
their stock through with greater fieedom
of feeding, particulurly young cattle,
which, under a fulse impression of eco-
nomy, are often compelled to subsist on
tha coarsest fodder. Some contend that
such treatment is the best way to rear
good wilkers, as it tends to eularge the
capacity for food. It may incrense the
sizo of the stomach but twe ont of five
usually cave in before grass comes, being
“too poor to carry the load,” and the
tanner receives an addition to his stock.
If capacity for food is an indication of
good milking properiies, it is certairly
desirable to have capacity, but we shali
most certainly hesitate before endorsiug
such practice in order to procure it. With
the Aygrshire, and its reputed good quali-
ties as a dairy cow, you ars familiar ; she
possesses the externa] marks of a good
milker ; prowinent amongthem are the
large udder and capacious stomach, these
are what the Ayrshire mau admires; in
breeding these are the first poiuts for con-
sideration. But we must not assume that
the genuine Ayrshire cow has been reared
on iuferior fodder, iather the effect of
continued care throngh a series of years
on the part of enineunt breeders, men who
possessed & knowledge that enabled them
to shape the animal and bring in the de-
sired parts. There are some things you
know and a power of things yon do not
know, and the sooner you begin to inquire
into some of the many h-dden facts or
mysteries in connection with the farm the
sooner you will stear clear of much of
that hap-hazard work now iu practice;
yoa know it is wrong to sell down the
hay bay, and pat the stock on short al-
lowance in the spring of the year, but you
do not know what you lose in the long
run by so doing, by the diminished manure
heap, the slender amount of roots, and
the decreased value of the farm in its
lessened fersility ; however with p'enty
of good hay we shall expect you to turn
out stock something mose thau ordinary.
We should like to exsend our remsarks on
this subject if we lind time, as we feel
satisfied that it would be more economical
to dispose of the hay in the shape of
beef, ycuog stock, or dairy produce, than
shunt it ou to the rail.

WHEAT.
Of this cereal it mey be observed that

for a long period it has occupied but n
small  area in our agriculture, the
geueral impression heing that it is subject
to casualties over which we have no con-
trol.  From recent enquiries we are in-
duced to believe that the rejection of this
grain from our vocation puitakes wmore
the character of a superstition than
strength of will. Of late years, and the
past season in particuiar, the results are
most satisfactory. Although the breadth
sown was small in comparison with other
crops, yet we are not without exawmples
to show that in the hands of painstaking
wen it can be successfully grown. Like
other products of the soil it is subject to
atmospheric influences, but not more 8o
than some other counspicuous crops, if
inore-attention were givou o the selection
of seed, especinlly the early ripeving
varieties, the proper adaptation of soil to
the crop, a liberal application of manure,
well composted aud thoroughly incor-
porated with the land, an essential point
to he observed in the production of grain,
in fact seed of all kinds, with extra care
in the cultivation, for thorough calture
not only promotes the growth of plants,
but acts hke a charm on weeds, often
preverting the ravages of insects which
in some justances ara equally us injurious.
With 2 little attention to the foregoing
principles we shall indulge the hope that
the weak credality in the fallibility of
this cereal will be rooted out before the
advent ot the next harvest-moon.

BARLEY.

In this grain a falling off from last year
is generally noticed, both in quantity and
quality. As this is not a very interesting
theme, and, if further information is re-
quired, we refer you to the miller who
does your grinding ; be will readily re-
spond 10 your inquiries, und be likely to
say more than your suffering orgaus care
about bearing. If you are let off with-
out extra toll for the iabour of cleansing
the grist from foul seed and other un-
palatable and indigestible adulterations,
ezpress your gratitude.

OATS.

Oats are generally reported a fair crop,
especially on uplands. The estimated
yield, in comparison with the three pro-
cceding years, may be taken above
wmedium. Usually this cereal is sown in
early spring on recently turned lee. In
conuection with this practice is the un-
certainty of reaping a full Lkarvest. Un-
favourable weather st that period may
retard the work ; unless the braird is for~
ward and firmly estabiished by the end of
June, the high tewpersture of midsum-
mer will be a serious drawback bnth to
the quuntity and quality of the kernel.
This wetbod savours ot the *old rut”
practice of former years, when a cro,» of
oats was congidered necessary to disinte-

grate the sod preparatory to the reception

‘of some other product the following

season. With tho modern improved farm
implements it is doubtful whether a con-
tinuntion of this usage is to be recom-
meonded for o deterioiated soil, uniess in
gpecinl cases. With regurd to the quun-
tity of seed requisite to sow an acro we
have nothing definite. The inferences
drawn by men whose knowledge rarely
extends boyoud their own practice in-
volves the ry-tem, if it may be so styled,
in mist. Oue man considers three bushels
a tair wilowance, another that four are
abowt the thing, aud some ussert that six
are none too much. Such conflicting
stntements tend to the couclusion that
this old time practice is not the most
rationul, and is more alied to chauce thau
to scieuce. We venture to suggest (to
members) some carefully conducted ex-
periments with specimeus of improved
sead on well prepared ground, although
it should be of smail area, and report the
resulis with attending circumstances.  1f
you look to the land as a meuns of sup-
port, give the land a chaunce to show
what it can do; * turt aboat is fair play.”

MAIZE.

Thequantity of Iudinn Corn raised dur-
ing the past season is not equal to that of
previous years. On light loamy suils,
having a level surface, the yield was satis-
fuctory ; the same may Lo said of slaty
ground, but on clay loams it was mnch
retarded in the early stage of its growth,
by the atmospheric depression that pre-
vailed throughout the month of Juue ;
sad the absence of that congenial warmth
usual to the mouths of August and Sep-
tember was a further drawhack to its
maturation. The idiportaunce and value
of Indian Corn are well known to every
oracticul farmer. and, to judge from the
quantity annually imported, also tosuch of
them asare not merely specalative ; some
are of the opinion that, with the present
state of the labour market, it is cheaper
to buy corn than to raise it. This may
be goud econowy for those situated near
n market, who dispose of their products
instead of feediug out their crops to stock
upon the farm. But the majority - of
farmers are not so favourably situated,
and many have long distances to travel
to a depot, or shipping port, over roads
which, in the spring and fall mounths, are
promiscuausly pasty. In their case it is
better to raise corn thau to buy it. This
crop possesses some advantages over most
other grains. The seed costs but litile,
and it requires little attention in haying
time; it ripens ata period when other
cereals are garnered, taxing the labour of
the farm when there would be naturally
% slack time. It is also comparatively
sure, being subject to few casualities.
Protracted wet weather and early irosts
are occastonal drawbacks, but even these
do not prevent the careful farmer from
having good returns. For cattle, swine
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and poultry, as a fat producing clement,
it hus no equal, and in the household
economy we kuow how to appreciute it
The most common niode of culture is to
plant in hills three to four feet apust;
good results have besn obtained where
tho drill system was applied. In either
cuse it is now geuerally understvod that
it should not be hilled up as was the cus-
tom of former years. Further allusion
as to the modes of production is not
necessary ; as practical farmers you are
already familiar with these from experi-
ence. Therefore we suggest that you
put your experience to the test, extend
the area of your corn patch, aud en-
deavour to improve the quality of the
grain, selecting the largest, earliest, and
most perfect ears for planting. You
will please walk into that corn.

( Conclusion next month.)

ARISAIG AGRI. SOCIETY, ANTIGO-
NISII CO.

The annual general ineeting of the Arisaig
Agricultural Suciety was held at Arisaig, on
Wednesday, the 1st Dec., 1874, The Presi-
dent in the Chair. :

An Auditing Committee was appointed to
audit the T'reasurer’s account, when all was
{ound correct.

On luoking over the fist of members in the
Treasurer's hands, it was found that it con-
tained 43 paid up members.

The following were then clected officers
for the ensuing year :—Pres.—H. McAdam;
Sec’y.—Donald Mc¢Donald; Z'reas.—H. Mc-
Adam. Direclors.—Joseph McDonald, John
A. McGillivray, Dougald Grant, Stephen
Gillis and M. McDonald.

John Cummings, Esq., of Upper South
River, in this county, was appointed repre-
sentative for District No. 5, to the Ceatral
Board.

The Treasurer's account is as follows:

Arisaig Agri. Socicl(i;in cooount with Hugh Me-

Adam, Lreas.
Dn.

Tobal. from1873............. R IEE
Paid G P.Henry, for Bull ......... . 4489
Alex. Mckachren, feeding do..... 13 25

Jobn A. McGillivray, trip to pur-
Dc{:;.slgobull‘;s ....... e Antie: 400

. McDonsld, two trips to Antigo-
nish........ pa".go 388
Stephen Gillis, feeding Bull 10 88

M. McDonald, trip to purchase
Bull, and keepingdo........ oo 500
Dougald Grant, feeding Ball..... 5 00
Bull Calt, purchased ............ 23 06
Driving same from Cape..... . 25
30U feet chain. .......... PP .o 800
Stationery....... eeeen aees veeee %
Wiatering Bull Calf............. 2000
o T T TR T R T 16 00
. S £ X (1)
8170 b1

Ce.

By Government grant ...... . ... 8102 00

Sub. of members (43).......... 53 00

Proceeds Bulisold........ccovc 18 02
——S$173 01
Bybaliiceeiieecrromeneninnainn .8 248

Huen McApay, Treos.

The sheep imported last year from P. E. I
turned out well.

The Socicty, in addition to the sheep, have
three grade bulls, one Devon, one Short
Horn Durham, and a calf got by Mara Duke.
The latter, from appearances just now, bids
fair to be good stock.

The Society failed to procure some good
Black Seed Oats this spring, but they intend
maukmg another attempt next spring.  Crops
of all kinds have been fair.  Hay abundant.

Huan McAp\y, Pres.
D. McDoNavLy, Secy.
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Ground Bones! Ground Bones!!

CHEAP, PORTABLE, LASTING IN EFPECT.

The most cfiicactous Fertifizer for cvery
kind of crop.

With a view to meeting the growing demand
for this very valuable Manure, the Froprietors of
the Wellington Tannery ure now completing their
arrangements for supplying the above, carly in

ay,
Prices, delivered at Wellington Station :

4 in. Boages......... ........ 824.00 per ton.
Fine ground Bones . . 30.00 per ton.

Bones will be packed in barrels or puncheons,
Orders for any quantity, from one barrel upwards,
will reccive prompt attention and despatch.

Intending purchasers are requested to forward
their orders as early as possible to the Manager,

WELLINGTON TANNERY,
Oakfield, Halifux Co.

BEAUTIFUL FLOWERING PLANTS. °

Rones, Verbemas, Ivics, Gerantumas, Pelars
goniums, Carnatlons, &c.

VARIEGATED AND PANCY FOLIAGZ PLANTS

Plants for Baskets, for Ferneries, for the Win-
dow and the Conservatory, Plunts for
Ribbon Bed Borders.

One Hundred Plants, assorted difforent..... $6.00
Fifty Plants, assorted different ... . .. .. .. 4.00
QOne Hundred Verbenas, as’rted colors, named 4.00
Oneo Hundred Roses, small, assorted, named 6.00
Fifty Roses, small, asso; , named ........... 4.00
One Hundred Plants for Ribbon Bed, four
or five colors of foliage, assorted....... 4.00
PACKAGES FOR $81.00 BY MAIL, liberally
assorted. New Conservatories and Greenhouses
stocked at low rates. No charge for boXing.
Send for'my Catalogues.
W. H. BAILEY, Plattsburgh, N. ¥.

SEEDS! FRESH SEEDS!

The Subscribers having completed their impor-
tations of

Garden, Flower and Field Seeds,

for the present season, invite the attention of T'ar-
mers and Agricuitural Socictics to their large and
choice Stock. It comprises all the oid favounte and
standard sorts, and several rovelties.

CARTER'S MAMMOTH PRIZE LONG RED
MANGEL, grows to an immense size and weight.

CARTER'S “ LORD WARDEN" YELLOW
GLOBE MANGEL, a great improvement on the
old Yellow Globe.

CARTER'S IMPROVED HARDY SWEDE,
thie best Swedish Turnip in caltivation.

English Red Clover,

Canadian Red Clover,

WHITE DUTCH and ALSIKE CLOVERS,
Prime Canada Timothy.

AN at lowest Market Rates. Send for a Catalogue.
AVERY, BROWN & CO.

SPRING, 1875,
ALFRED SAUNDERS,

Seedsman, &£cC.
192 Argyle Street, Halifax, N. 8.

(Opposite Messrs, J. Northup & Souns, to whom
references are kinedly pernutted.)

Has on haud the best and most varied assort-
ment of Field, Garden and Flower Sceds in the
Province, and solicits your early patronage,

Every requisite for Farm and Guarden.

Catalogues on application.

Flower and Small Seeds free by Mail.

STRANGE BUT TRUE!

TEBE TOONG QUA CUCUMBER grows to
weigh 70 pounds euch and fine quality. 15 ots.
per sced ; 10 seeds, 81. SNAKE CUCUMBER
grows from 2 to & feet long and coils like a snake,
20 cts. per paper.  PERSIAN WATER-MELON,
Very supenior, and keeps perfectly fresh and sweet
throughout the winter. 20 cta. per paper. STRAW.
BERRY WATERMELON, tinest in cultivation ;
200 prizes ; 10 cents pur paper. JAPAN RADISH.
Pods 2 feet long and delicious ; 15 cents per pape:.
MAMMOUTH CABBAGE. Heads weigh from
20 to 60 pounds each ; tender and sweet ; 10 cta.
per paper. .CONQUEROR TOMATO, ten days
earlier than any other variety ; 25 cts. per paper.

JAPAN PEAS—200 bushels per acre on com-
mon land ; unequaled for stock or table use;
grown on an upright stalk. 15 cta. per paper, 50
ctd, per pint, 5 ots. ger quart,

CHUFAS—Furnish grazing all summer and
food for yourself all winter ; fine for poultry, and
fattens more hogs than ten times the arear in
corn; 153 bushels per acre on poorest land. 10
cts. per paper, 40 cts. per pint, 70 c.& per quart,
810 per bushel. R

NO HUMBUG.—We have certificates to prov
all these claims.

ROSE SLIPS—With good roots, of any variety
the purchaser msy choose at 4 for 50 cts., 9 for
$1, 20 for 82, 100 for $9.

Also, potato, cabbage and other plants at low
rates.

Seeds and roses by mail, post paid.

Send for our free catalogue giving full lst, de.
scriptions and testimonials from tiou who have
yrown the above seeds. Address,

SOUTHERN SEEDP & PLANT Co.,
Gallatin, Temn.

Lg MesCHACEBE says of us: *Their rare and
prodigious vegotables clicit the admiration of all
who have the good fortune to wisit their cele-
brated gardens at Gallatin.”

The Fisherman's

MEMORIAL AND RECORD BOOK

gives youinteresting facts relative to the fisheries,
How tl;sh are caught, and where they are canght,
olden time and mo«fem time fishing, OFF HAND
SKETCHES, BIG TRrIPS, STATISTIOS OF THE FIcH-
ERIES, TALES OF NARROW EJCAPES, FRARRUL
GaLes, MARITINE PorTRY, and other matters of
interest concerniog this important indusiry.
Very handsomely ilustrated with original en-
gravings, Price 3 1.00 in Paper Covers, $1.50
tinely bound in Cloth. Sent anywhere on receipt
of price. Agents wanted to whom exclusive
terratory will be given. Liberal commissions,
Write for porticulars,
PROCTER BROS., Publisher:,
Cape Ann Advertiser Offce,
GLOUCESTER, MAass.
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