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\ANADA, _In tho Intorests of tho Beptist Roreign Mjafon Socistés of Consds,  INDIA
| AniL 188y

Vo, Lit., No. 8.1 ¥ The Gentrles shall eoute to thy IIA/N, and kings to the brighinsss of thy rums "—Us, I, 2.

Needs of the Foreign Field.
BY MRS. ARMSTRONG,
road st the A 1 Meotlng of the W, M. A Socleties of
A papor :' 0] nu\;{lonegwr:‘slrls o ocioties of

It §s true that the present is an anxious time in many
ways to those wha are connected with our Forcign Mis-
sion work ; but al} such have strong ground of confi-
dence in this, that many are earnestly working and pray-
ing at honic, and that God bas committed to their care
one of the most promising portions of all His harvest
field abroad.

The northern portion of the Telugu country, where our
people have established their mission, is white to the har-
vest Faith in Hinduism is kept up almost wholly By the
women, who in their seclusion have heard of nothing

——¢lse:-The-menwavering between™ Christianlly and Tnfi-

delity, are held nominally to their ancient faith very
fargely by the home influence which they have not yet
dared to fate. Let me try to bring before you as vividly
as possible your mission field in India. I shall not try
to give you a comprebensive view, so much as to bring
out some details of the work there which may not be
familiar to you,

There are three phases of mission work in India ; that
for the Mohommedans ; for the Hindus proper ; and for
the outcasts and pariabs. They differ about as work here
for Catholics, for infidels or freethinkers, and for the ne-

“graes. 1 fear the popular idea of heathens i that they
arc all savages ; but the Mahommedans and the Hindus
are no more savages than ancient Greeks and Romans
were. Many of them listen to a missionary with precisely
the same feeling that Paul encountered at Athens.
“ What will this babbler say? ” has been the question of
many a heathen philosopher of India, and the cross of
Chnst is foolishness. to them just as it wasto thc Greeks,
They. too, seek after wisdom, and unless you can show
that your thoughts have gone as deep as theirs, and
" deeper, you are powerless before them. These people
are not poor, many of them are very wealthy: They are
_ not illiteiate, maay ‘of them are_more tho-oughly educa-
ted than some in America, because they are able to think
fortiemspives; snd-are not dependeit un the thought of
otfiers. “Buf 18t us never forget that they are utterly
withgut God, and without hope in the, world, entangled
in a meth of cunningly devised fables and science, falsely

50 called—just such material as the Jewish bigots and
the Greek and Roman idotaters of the time of Christ and
His Apostles were. The Mah dans are confessedly
the most difficult to reach, simply because so much of
truth is mixed with their false worship. “A lie that is
all 4 Jie can be met and fought with outright, but a lie
that is half the truth is a harder matter to fight.”

The great difficulty with the Hindus is, that though.

you may mect and convince them intellectually, * they
love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are
evil.” Their moral depravity is such that they do not
want to believe thaftruth which will oblige them to give
up their evil practices of heathenism. “The carnal mind
is enmity against God," and the same thing that hinders
* lovers of pleasures” here from being Christians, holds

Hindus with tepfold power.. In Burmak, the gramd-sucs- ~

cess of the Gaspel has been among the Karens, the out-
casts of that country. [n India, also, its success has
béefi almost exclusively among the Pariahs: or-outcasts.
Writing to the men of Corinth, Paul said, “ Not many
noble,” but “God hath chosen' the base things of the
world." God chooses the same to-day, “Even so,

‘Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight” The work

among this class has not-only been the most fruitful, it is
in some ways the easiest. Anyone can see how it might
be easier to take a poor illiterate negro, educate him,

and hope to lead him-to Christ, rather than to pndertake—~

to do anything for a wealthy and educated infide), who
needed nothing from you, and was quite as wise as you
in his own cyes, and did not want the man Christ Jesus

to reign over him, who loved the world and its pleasures,

and had no doubt that he was as good as the next one,
and would fare as well hereafter. And yet one saved
from this class, who could turn his wealth and influence
toward Christianity, instead of against it, would be cap.
‘able of doing much more in some directions than the
negro. He would probably be an abler man. This is
precisely the case in India between a caste man and a
pariab.

Our work in Chicacole was particularly interesting to
us, because it was almast wholly among caste people.
Out of twenty-nine church members, twenty-three had
been caste people, and six only had been pariahs. These
twehty-three vepresent a very large cirde of relatives
and friends to whom we had access, and who wefé more

or less well disposed towards the Gospel, some of whom .

L.
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having given us reason to hope they could L:;l!&\y( C_llris(
themselves. Thus we were in a position;tb se¢ and
know much of the hidden life of this class of peaple.

1 want particularly to turn your attention to the caste-
women of India. Doubtless you are accustomed to think
of them as the down-trodden, imprisoned and despised
wamen of India. Perhaps you will be startled if I tell
you the truth, that they hold the destiny of their country
in their hands more completcly than the women of
America do; that they arc the ruling power in India,
although it is exercised so quietly and out of sight. Re-
ptressed power is always the most dangerous. Women,
here, can participate in almost every amusement and
cvery privilege open to their sex—can have their
women's aid societies in every philanthropic measure of
the day ; and perhaps this very widening of her influence
sometimes tends to divert time and thought from father
and brother, husband and child.  Certainly it gives us
tommunity of thought and action. The filcralurc, the
lectures, the advanced thought that exercises the minds
of our ‘m:bands. is mare or less familiar to us also.
Women are as much elevated by the mental and moral
culture of the day as men are,

in India it is not so ; all the influx of civilization and
religious light from the New World has fallen on the men
alone. It has had no means of reaching the hidden re-

_lreats where the women dwell,  The only rays of light
that have penetrated thefe have beehi carried ¥y the mis-
sionary women, sadly few in number, who have been able
to reach them in thelr seclusion, and tell from house to
house the story of the Cross. | believe this, above every
other reason, is the cause of the slight hold Christianity
has taken of the Christian people of India. A caste-
woman has not even her father or brother to care for ;
for she was separated from them in early childhood.
Her husband and children are all her world, and she is
bound to keep,them in the good old paths after the strait-
est sect of Hinduism. She cares more for religion
generally than her husband ; she is, if you please, more
superstitions. Woe to the man who is recreant to her
faith ! his home becomes too hot for him at once.

Many of these men love their wives and children ; more
perhaps, love the tasty breakfasts and savory dinners that
no elsé will take the trouble to cook for them.  For one
reason or another, all find it inconvenient, at Jeast to have
no home. But to have one he. must please the women
who dwell there.  1f a man wishes to be a Christian, he
has not merely his wife or wives to contend with ; his
mother and imnquthcr, his brother’s wives, and all the
women of the establishment, usvally not a few, club
together to bring him to his senses ; they will coax him

+ first, but they have no end of devices for bringing him back
to their faith if coaxing fails. The only thing a man can
do, and what every caste-man who has become a
Christian has been obliged to do, is simply to leave them
—literally to run away, and leave with them his property,
his house, his children and everything he owns in the
world. Bupyan’s description of the pilgrim starting on
};{i§ ilgrimage has been literally Kx lled in many a

indu. . B

I remember a case in point—a wealthy and influential
high-caste man, who, I. have no doubt, is a converted
man, and who was baptized by Mr. Armstrong in 1878,
This man ‘is remarkable for breadth and strength of
character, a man of sterling worth and great independence.
He was practically king in the district where he lived,

and he thought he was able to be'a Christian, and*mike
his hauschold either submit or leave. He was wealthy,
had two wives and a * laige following.” When he came
to the house of the native preacher, to ask for baptism,
and to offer himself to the church, a‘crowd of retainers
came with him, among whom were his 1two wives, weep-
iog and tearing their hair.  One of these—one to whom
he was strongly-attached—beat her head against the wall
of the house until they had to hold her to Keep her from
killing herself rather than see her husband a Christiaf.
But none of these things moved him. He deferred his
baptism for a while in consequence, but avowed con-
stantly that he believed in Christ, and meant to conf.ss
his name publicly. And be did so. He came and was
baptized, but he {lcld to his property and one wife. He
had no children.

His friends found that they could do nothing with him ;
for he was too far above them to fear them. However,
they were deteimined not to lose him. Finding that he
had actually left themy they all rallred round hin again.
They s1id, “ If he in his wisdom thought it best to be a
Christian, they could not gainsay it : he was greater than
they ; they would be what he was.”
rice, and ate with him as before, and treated him as well
as they knew how. It was not in human nature not to
fecl flattered with all this deference to his opinion.

For about a year his conduct was exemplary, but soon
the heathen influence by which he was surrounded began
to tell upon him. His wife and relatives made much
trouble when other Christians came to eat with him;
and, as-it was-only a matter of eating apd. drinking any-
way, he thought it hard not 1o conform a little to thele
wishes when they had borne so much for him.  He was
strongly attached tothe wife who had remained with
him, and her influence induced him to withdraw more
and more from intercourse with other Christians, He
said he knew that it was wrong, but he was really wor-
ried to death. After a while his other wife came bick to
the house unbidden. Again ond again he promised to
break away from them all He believed in Christ ; he
worshipped him only, and wanted to follow Him : but he
said he say there was nothing for him to do, but to build
a small house for himself, and him alone,—that he could
not be a Christian, and live in his heathen heme. . This
man's case is a remarkable one, because he had sufficient
authority, for a time at least, to compel his houschold to
submit to him ; but you see what the result has been,

These women of India are standing right across the
path of Christianity in Hindustan. The work of convert-
ing them is restricted to the labors of Christian women
among them. Here is a work peculiarly yours, that no
one else can do. How will you doit? With all your
hearts, unflinchingly, till it is accomplished, or with luke-
warm zenl, spasmodic efforts, and indifferent success?
I believe you will do it, and do it well May God give
you speedy tokens of fli.ﬂ; approval ard his interest in
your work! You cannot expect not to meet with hin-
drances. OQur adversaryis living and he is strong. We
are no match for wicked splrifs in high places, but our
Master is. Trusting in Him, we have every -necessary
equipment for the work before us;. His very word, that
He has chosen the weak things of the world to confound
the mighty, should give us strength, The less confidence
we have in ourselves the Better, if only we hiave-faith-in-
our Leader, and are willing to follow Him anywhere,
through everything, Then at last we shall rejoice in
His success, singing “ Alleluia, salvation, and glory, and
honor, and power tnto the Lord our God.-—-A‘Heluia.‘
Amen.”

So they cooked his

.
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Cocanada.

LuksHuI.

I wish to write what follows now, believing it will be
of special interest to our sisters who read the LINK, and
also be an encouragement to those who send funds for
the work.for women and gitls, as now carried on here.

Last Monday after a day’s work that ‘made my head
ache, and my body sore and numb, | went away in_the
boat to Akidu, with Brother Craig, to assist in the or-
dination of PETER, the Catechist, who is supported by
the Sabbath School of St, Catharines™ We had a good
time. 1 left brother Craig on the ground where the new
house is now about to be built, and hurried to get home
for Sabbath, calling at Rajahmandry on my way back,
to see about getting brick sent down to Brother Craig
for his house. I reached home last evening at eight

.o'clock. Mrs. Timpang had to tell me, amony other
things, of a caste girl who had come to her and begged
to be taken into our girls' school. She told her nothing
could be done about it 1ill | eame back, as she expected
me last evening, and to come to meeting to-day, when
something turther might be done.

Well, when we went into the cltapel this moming at
eight o'clock, for Sabbath School, Mrs. Timpany pointed
out a strange young woman seated among the women,
as the girl in question. During the Sabbath School and
following service, I noticed that she gave the hest atten-

_tion, _After service I siopped for half an hour to talk 104
some of the CliriStiand abuut thi¢ die "obsérvance of (hie
Sabbath or Lord’s Day. As soon as our breakfast and

. worship were over, [ told lit:le Aary who has lots of in-
terest in the school girls, to go to the girls' houses and
bring the strange girl.  She came, and the following is
the story that [ got from her, as | questioned her for two
hours, Mrs. Timpary joining with me most of the time.
We tg&ed to find whether the'girl was false or true, good
or bad : — .

~—#3 am sixteen years old, and a widow. -Beloag to the
“Talaga Caste. (This is nigh caste among the Sudras )
My father was employcd.in the Government as a clerk
at Rs. 2¢ per month.  Was born and lived until a short
time ago in Vizagapatam.” When I told her that thete
had been missionaries like myself and native Christians
there for a long time, she said, ¥ I never saw or heard
apything about Christiapity in Vizagapatam. At the
age of three, my mother died, having always been sick
:\ﬁer my birth. | was her first and qnly child. At the
age of five years 1 was married to my cousin, 2 boy who
lived in the same house with my people. When 1 was
eight years old me husband died. My father died about
the same time. I then began to study with a master,
and studied for two years ; reading a number of bnoks and
doing something at Telugu Grammar. My prandmother
“who had kindly cared for me til} then, died.”

1 asked her how it was that she, a widow, was put to
jearning, and had such kindness shown to her? To that
she replied, ¥ That is true, and the reason was that ] was
an only child,-and my grandmother’ loved me much for
my mother’s sake. When my gmndmother died my
troubles began, my schooling was ended, and 1 did house-

. work,_cooking, &c.,-for my. brother-in-law, whose wifg
turned out a bad woman, and left him.  The family got
into reduced circumstances and found me a burden, so

put me in the care of a female servant and sent me to
. Cocanada to another brother-in-law. WhenI got to

Cocanada I found my brother-in-law and family had
‘moved away. The servant woman [eft me aimong my
caste people and went away—so here I was,.a young
woman, and alone in a wicked city, as | soon found.
was cooking for a woman of my caste. After a short
time, one night I heard talking going on in one of the -
rooms, and then for the first tch knew what kind of a
house I had fallen into. The woman was the concubine
of an English gentleman. She attempted to poison my
mind, but I rebuked her and forbade ﬂer speaking to me
on such a subject. 1 prayed God who made me, to save
me from a life of shame, and to keep me from falling,
and in some way deliver a poor orphan girl from such a
hatefp! fate. After a time this woman wished me to be-
come the mistress of an English gentleman. [ refused
to do 50, and she sent me away. As I did not know
what to do, or where to go, one of your servants, a
sweeper woman, who worked also for us, said to me, ¢ Why
not go to the missionary and his wife? They have a lot
of girls, and may be will take you, and be like a father
and mother to you.! On ilis | came, not doubting 1hat
the living God who made me, had shown me my
way." 1 said to her, “ You speak of the God who made
you. What about Visinu and Jiva and the idols?” To
this she replied, “ All that is a lle, there is only one God
who made ull, and we are all his children, [ found-out-
that in my reading—caste is all wrong and false. Ihave
no hesitation about breaking it.” | asked her if she had
ever scen and talked with English pcople before. “ No,”
she said, “ | was kept close at h me.” Then I said,
* How is it that you cime and talked to Mrs. Timpan
so freely, and have talked so freely and, confidently with
mei" “Whea l-first camce, the schaul girls told_me_ta .
state everything just ag it was, and cover up nothing, as
you were like-a rather and mother ; so I have had.no
fear.” | pressed her closely 1o find out if she had been
living a bad life. 1 could see that as the talk went on
between her, Mrs. Timpany and mysclf, that she had
strong hopes that we would take heg—but 1 said, “Our
wirls’ »¢hool here is for Christa Is and the daughters
of Christians.  You are a beathen’ giy), come we know
not from where, only-as we have your word for it. We
know not whether you are a bad girl or a good one.
“Oh,” said she, **had | been a bad girl 1 never would
have come here, there would have been no need of that.”
You should have scen her look as the hope died out of her -
that we would take her. I could see that she was ready
to break down and cry. )

Finally, [ said, “ This Christian faith is holy ihdgood
and merciful ; Jesus, our Saviour, is merciful ; I cannot
send you away under the circumstances, ard will take
you. The woncy given for the support of that gils'
school comes from women like Mrs. Timpany. They
fove you, though 10,000 miles away. Now, my. child,
how thankfu!l you should be, and grateful. Remember that
it is Jesus who bas made this kindness possible, and lpve
Him” * That 1 will,” was herreply. “ Hercafter, if you
slip and sin, it will be like cutting iy throat” “ Have na
fear, sir, God will keep me in the future as He has in
the past.” So ] sent her to make onc more among your
girls. Did | do right, my sisters? 1 could not.have
sent her away though [ had had 1o eat but one meal a day
to give the other to her. Mrs. Timpany felt the same.
There is one happy soul at least to-night in this com-
paund, and that is Lukshini.  What the future may be
God knows, but, sisters, you know particularly from this ~~
letter, how your maney gacs. | could write you a book
covering case after case, not all like the above, but still
such as should thrill your hearts, and warm them for
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many a day. The evening was well along when Ms,
Timpany came into my siudy before retiring to rest, and
‘asked me what | meant by beginning to write at that
time of night. 1 said, “ A letter for the LinNk, and as
the spirit had come over me to write, 1 had better do it,
though tired, very tired with the work of the day.” 1dare
say some of you would like to take Lukshmi to- support ;
1 presume she will be baptized before this letter reaches
ou.
¢ , A. V. TIMPANY.
January 3oth, 7881.

————— e e

Bimlipatam.

THE CONFERENCE.

Under date of January 26th, Mr. Sanford writes to
Mrs. Armstrong : —

“We met at 10 a. m., Wednesday, January 12th.  All
present except Mrs. Craig whom they left at Cocanada,
Those who came by steamer arrived a day in advance of
the others Qur friends from Tuni, Bobbili and Chicacole
arrived carly on Wednesday morning.  Bro. Currie was
chosen Pres dent; Churchill, Vice-President; and San-
ford, Secretary.

“ The Reports showed 214 baptisms during the year.
Akidu [50—~Cocanada §—Tuni 3—Bimli 1—Chicacole
10

* During the meetings we discussed many questions of
interest. The conference closed on Saturday.

“ On Sunday morning we examined Bhagavanbarah

i reference to WS fitnieds f6i ordination.” The examina-
tion was satisfactory. Brethiren Timpany and Craig were
obliged to leave by steamer at ten o’clock, 50 that we had
not the pleasure of thelr preserice In the aftérnoon. At
four o'clock we met, and alier a short sermon by Bro.
Currie, we ordained Bhagavanibarah in laying on ol
hands and prayer. After which we addressed him by
way of a charge. He then offered prayer.

. “The whole diy was taken up with exercises connect-
ed with the ordination. A good_jmpression secmed to
hive been made on all présent.

In a letter to the Messanger, Mrs. Armstrong describes
this man as follows :—* Bhagavanbarah is une of the na-
tive preachers on the Chicacole field, and his ordination
is a matter of much interest to us all. 1 believe he was
well fitted for it. - 1 have not met ip any country with
one who gave better evidence of constant communion
with the Master. He was one of whom a casudl ac-
quaintance could but ‘ take knowledge’ that * he had been
with Jesus;” and bore about with him cverywhere a quiet
dignity that spran{: apparently from a consciousness of
the presence of Christ with him always. He often re-
called to my mind thuse wurds of Keble's :—

* Lash 1dle words, and thoughts of ill,
Your Lord is Ustoning ; peaco, Lo stlll *

Chicacole.

My DEAR REAUERS OF THE LINF,—Some six weeks
ago, one of the school teachers told me he had smallpox
in his house ; [ gave him leave for a time, but not soon
enough to prevent contagion. .

While-1.was in Iimli, one or-two nf my-youn
were il ; but sa slightly, that T thought 1t Eﬁdg not be
smallpox. Shortly after we re-opencd school, another
Loy was taken ill I asked the doctor to come nitd see
him ; he said it wad 2 mild form of that disease. AVithin

people |-

the last week wa have had three other cases. They are
nat very ill, but it seemed best that schao), megtings,
etc, should be stopped for a few da{s. Although itis
mild, it is our duty to be careful. [ do not go to the
infected part of the compound, and Hemamab, the wo-
man who usually stays in the house with me,-has not
been in since Friday. She had it long’ ago, ‘and:is now
caring for the sick. For some days the silence in my
big house has been almost oppressive ; but I hope that
creallt;:rg all will have regainerf their usual activity and
health, : '

-Personally, the greater part of the two years that I
lhave been in India, the Giver of all good' has given'me
an abundant measure of that invaluable blessing, health,
I try to be thankful for it, and hope and trust that He
will continue it to me yet a season. 5

All these things are in the Father's hands; “ He
knoweth”: and my friends, those hands are so strong,
and that knowledge so infinite ‘and yet so tender ;—ane
you not glad that “the Lord Ged omnipotent relgneth

We have entered upon another new year,—opened
another volume of life's series.  Will its three hundred
and sixty-five pages be written, so that at last we can
take up the review in peace?

We bad a pleasant and very busy Conference at Bimh
this year ; many questions that were both interesting and
beneficial to me, were discussed. After being for months
forty or fifty miles from the other mission stations, it is
no small. privilege to meet the representatives of these
stations, and hear the various opinions on the plans and
metheds of work. That at least is my experience, and it

|was_never _appreciated. sa highly.as. this_year.-At-the

clase of our Conference, the head preacher of this sta-
tion, Bagavan Bayrah, was ordained. He is out on the
feld now, and 1 bope:that God will make him.very use-
ful in preaching Christ, and Him crucified, to his own
countryinen. That is the work which warms the Chris-
1ian’s heart, for in some way or other, should not every
Christian preach Christ?. And it is by that work that
the heathen are brought to a saving knowledge of the
truth.  How earnestly I wish that Chicacole were better
supplied with missionaries.Que_native_assistants per-
haps do as well as they can, but oh ! how sadly they need
teaching ! T hape that the future holds better days than
the present, days in which the Lord God will visit us
with an outpouring of His Holy Spirit, when the Sun of
Righteousness shall break forth as the morning, and
many who now sit in darkness, shall rejoice in thcieams
thereof.  Oh my friends, to this end let me entreat you
to pray, not once, but many times. The heathen éeficve
that their gods of wood and stene hear and answer
prayer. We dnow that ours is the living God, and what
ought our faith te be?

%have written very hastlly, and noiw it is dark ; so
will say good night to my far-away Canadlan friends,

CARRIE HAMMOND.‘
February 14th.

P.S.—For the satisfaction of some who may be inter-
csted, [ will add, that shaf Sox has not yet arrived. May
it soon do so.—C. H. .

—————— .

Bobbill.

e
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MISSION LIFE AND WORK.

When the coolie women were paid off one Snturdn
evéning, [ sald, * Come to-morrow morning and } il

teach yowabout the true God.® They; altrays ready to

l/
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Promise anything, said they would, and sire enough when
we were taking our breakfast next morning 2 number of
them came an to the veranda, smiling, and looking in ‘at
us. 1 told them to sit down on the benches outside, and
I would come soon.  There were about a dozen women,
and as it was not time for our morning worship, I sat quite
near to them and thought 1 would talk a liure, while the
servants.and workmen who live on the place were
assembling. To about haif of them it-was their first re-
. ligious meeting, and they must laugh awhile at the new-
ness of evc?'thing ; but soon got interested in what 1 was
trying to.tell them: They kaow nothing about a spiritual
God or His religion—have no reverence in their make
up, so of course listened to, and talked over,what I was
saying to them as if I were talking about anything else.
I tried to give them some idea about there being one
God and He everywhere, seeing at the same time my
friends in America, and us here in India; that He is
holy and we are sinful ; that there are two places where
our spirits may go after our bodies die, and that we can
make a choice ; that our hearts are all sinful, but God
can take these away and Fivc us new hearts, and that we
nust ask Him to do this for us. [ then said 1 would ask
God, 50 as to show them how and to give them an idea of
rayer. I closed my eyes and began to prap\in Telugu,
Eut before 1 had uttered two sentences one began to
laugh; and then another, and another, so that I thought
it best to cease.” As soon as [ opened my eyes eve
face straightened out, but as I looked sadly at them eac’
one began to blame ber neighbour, till finally, all pounced
on one large woman and said she was very wicked—it
was-all-her -fault;-and-no-one would-sit beside her, Of
course she retaliated with hard words, evil looks and ges-
tures, and this too in a religious meeting with my heart
.yearning.over.them for their salvation.  In a very short
time 1 got them quiet and then went over the points 1 had
made before, and tried to get them to take them in, so
that they might remémber them. ‘They repeated the
words atter me, and said they would not forget them, and
would come again next Sunday to leamn more.
The next day.[ was standing near where they were

nau, snd-l-heard ohe-andhother saying, |

* Yasu Chrisiy” over, as if trying not to forget it. |
asked who that was, and they said, “ The Son of God.”

These were women of ordinary intelligence belongirig
to one of the respectable lower castes.

M. F. CHURCHJLL.

THE WORK AT HOME.

Oatario and Quebec.

THE PRESIDENT of the Women’s Society of Ontario, is
desirous of bringing to the remembrance of the sisters,
the request for prayer made by Mrs. Timpany in the let-
ter published last month ; and would affectionately sug-
gest that the Girls’ School at Cocanada be made the
object of special prayer, both at the Circle meetings and
in private, during the ensuing month or six weeks. Let
all unite in earnest supplication that Mrs. Timpany may
be granted wisdom, strength ‘and grace rightly to dis-
charge her responsible duties ; that those girls who have
believed and been baptized may be kept faithful; that
many may be led to enter the school; that all.may.

become children of God, and from' its ranksh band .of
‘earnest Christian women may be sent forth to.make
krown among their country-women the knowledgeof the
glorious Gospel of the blessed God. e

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD of tie Foreign Missiongﬁy
Socicty of Ontario and Quebec have sent the following
circular to the churches :—

DEAR BRETHREN,~For the last few years we have
obtainéd the services of several ministerial brethren to
canvass different churches, in bebalf of the funds of our
Foreign Missionary Society.:

While brethren so employed have rendered very effi-
cient aid, we have found it increasingly difficult to secure
their services. In view of this fact the Executive have
for this year engaged brother jobn R.-Coutts for five
months to collect funds for the Society. He begins his
work on the 1st of April, and wil), as far as possible, visit
ull outlying districts. Brother McLaurin and the Secre-
tary will visit centres.

We bespeak for him a hearty and liberal response
from the churches. ’

Sigmed in behalf of the Executive of the Foreign Mis-
sionary Society.

T. S. SHENSTON, President..
JamEs COUTTS, Secretary.
Toronto, March 15,1881, T. DIXON CRAIG, Treasurer.

'TORONTO.~—~On Fridnylevening, the 11th of March,
the mission circles of Toronto and Yarkville held 2 very
pleasant and profitable meeting in the Parliament Street
Church. Mrs. Ebbles presided. Mrs. H, H, Humphrgy
made an earnest and stirring address on individual fe-
sponsibility and consecration to the work. Sevéral
papers were read ; earnest prayer for the mission was
offered, and ail departed feeling that their zeal had been
quickened, and that it was good thus to meet together,

_%Eﬁ%ww&dmﬁm_—
ized in this place on Wednesday afternoon, the 16th of
March. Fourteen members enrolled themselves.

The officers are as follows :—Mrs. Chesney, President;
Mrs. Perking, Vice-President; Miss Pratt, *Treasurer,
Miss McLure, Secretary. .

“The usual Commiftee were appointed to carry on the
work, which will no/doubt be very efficiently done under
their management,~——Miss MCLURE, Secresary.

(S

Maritime Provinces.”
OUR THANKS are due to Rev. J. E. Hopper,of the
“Visitor Book Room,” St. John, N.B., for kindly sending
us the Bapiist Year Book of the Maritime Provinc:s for

1880. It contains a large amount of valuable informa. -
tion.

CLARENCE, ANNAPOLIS Co., N. S.—It is eight years
since the organization of our Soclety, and it is very satls.
factory to be able to report that our meetings have gen-
erally been well attended, our membership kept up and
the interest in the cause of missions very well sustained ;
whilst through the various papers and essays réad, an
tthesprayers offered, we have enjoycck by the blessing of
Laur Heavenly Father, many very prof mllc seasons, - -
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Qur president, Mrs. J. T. Eaton ((om_u_:’rjy Miss _De
Wolf), has been the means, in"God's hands, of dolng
much to increase an interest in missionary work, and in
d ing our sympathies for our missionaries. We
destre'to thank vaod for the success that bas attended
their labors in the past, and our prayer is that all Chris-
tians may be imbued with such a true missionary spirit,

- as to be willing to give their means, their time and tal-
ents to send the blessed Gospel into all the dark lands of
the earth. .

The intelligence given us in the LINK is of much inter-
est, and we wish it 8 mach wider circulation. In behalf
of the Society.—Mrs. S. N. JACKSON, Secretary.

TRYON, P. E. .—We have been intending for some
time to give our beloved sisters in India, apd all readers
of the LINK, an account of the progress of our Aid Se-
ciety in Tryon.

It is now ten years since aur Society was organized
through the instrumentality of our esteemed sister, Mrs,
Armstrong. Since that time many of our best workers
have been called away to receive the reward of their
labours ; but we are happy to be able to state that the
Society has increased both in membership and interest
during the present year. Our meetings are held monthly
at the houses of the members. Our time is spent while
there, in reading, singing, exhortation and prayer; and
while having our own spiritual interest renewed, we are
led to think of those who have left their homes, and all
social enjoyment, for the cause of Christ, and our con-
stant {.:myer, is, that the Lord will prosper His own work

“in-thelr hands, for we know,* Neithrer 1s he that planteth
anything ; neither he that watereth, but God that giveth
the increase.” o -

MRs. A. A, CLARK.

Feb, 25th, 1881.

THE EBITOR of the CArisfian Visiforsays : We received
$2.00 last -.week from an aged couple, to be given to
Foreign Missions. The donors are in humble circum-
stances, and -both have seen over 8o years. The beloved
sister earned her dolla HETE; the aged patri-
arch had his given him, and adds, “it must go for the
Lord's cause.” Those two dollars will make a record
whose blegsedness eternity will disclose. Maythe vener-
able brother and sister have many successors having like
faith and love to Jesus,

Some Thoughts and Suggestions about
Home Work for Missions.

Allow me to congratulate the managers on the in-
creased size, and improved appearance of the MISSION-
ARY LINK. [ have several times expressed my appre-
ciation of the work that the paper is doing, and consider
that our Womert's Missionary Societies owe more than
we will ever realize, to its influence. The difficulty of
keeping vp the interest in some Circles, where the mem-
bers are scattered, and means of information scanty,
which is now great, would be increased tenfold if it were
not for this little messenger, which brings to us every
month such cheering and pleasant news from the field of
labour. I feel very thankful to the Missionaries, that

amidst all their pressing casés, théy fitd time to write 5o |

frequently, and make Telugu-land near and fumniliar to us
by the accounts of what they do andsee. .

The great aim of our life myst be the salvationrof those
around us, who, although not surrounded by heathen
darkness, are still blind and have not scen Him who is
the Light of the world.  To show them their need of a
Saviour, and the joy and beauty of a Christian life, must
always be the highest and noblest work. But may we not |
place next to it, the work of rousing the Christian church
to a strong and helpful sympathy with the nceds and
claims of the heathen world—striving to break through
the crust of indifference that now envelops many
Christian hearts, and bring them into sympathy with our
Divine Lord who loved the wor/d; who would have “a//
men to be saved,” and who is the propitiation not for our
sing only, but “also for the sins of the whole world
Such a work has a grand aim in view, and I think
you are greatly honoured in being permitted by God to
do something towards the accomplishment of it, even in
so small a section of the great Church militant, as our
Canadian Baptist Churches. But we may each do
something towards arousing interest in, and spreading
information about, the broad field of missionary labour.
How we can best do this is a very important question.
Just a few simple suggestions to those who read this
paper and who are in sympathy with the work.

irst: Let us make the subject of the Telugu mission
and other mission fields, part'of our ordinary conversa-
tion, and inform our friechds about what is going on there
just as we talk about what is happening in Toronto or
Ottawa.  After we have read the LINK let us try tore-
member some item of interest that has been in Miss
Hammond's letter or Mrs. Timpany's letter, and the
next persons we meet tell them about it. - We cannot hope
to inspire every one with a decp interest in the work all
at once ; but if we only persevere, in a short time most
of our acquaintances will know something of what is
being done at Cocanada, Tuni, Chicacole and all the
other stations, and they will be interested to a~tertain
extent.

Then those who have Sunday school classes, and are
able to get sufficient information, will find it a good plan
to have a missionary lesson once a month. [ have a
class of twenty young women and have tried having a
missionary lesson for the past six months, and their
faces ali brighten up when [ say, “ Next Sunday is Mis-
sionary Sunday.” 1 tell them about a different field
every time, and am taking uff the lives of . the grand old
heroes of missionary work, -1 often wonder as [ look
round at the bright young faces, if any onc of them will
be led to give Rer life to telling the Telugus about Jesus,
by anything I have said? or it none may dothat, if some
will get such an impression of the greatness of the work
of missions and symﬁnthy with It, that they will carry the
interest all through thetr lives? What a cause for grati-
tude and thankfulness, even that would be.

One word only to those who have influence with the
gentlemen who manage the Mbraies of our Sunday
schools. Try and {nduce them toput in all the good
Missionary books you can.get.; there are so. many inter-
esting ones now written. [ wilbbe only.too happy to send
a list of those we have in the Olivet library to anyone
.who wishes it. In-this way may we not hope that in a
few years, the people of our churches will know aegreat
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deal more about what is belng done in India, China,
Africa and other places ; and in this case knowledge is
sure to awaken interest, . ‘

There has been a steadv increase in the interest taken
by our churches in the Telugu mission ; and this is un-
doubtedly owing in n large degree to the influence of our
Women's Circies. DBut we are only beginning to realize
thé influenee we have, if we choose to exert jt. Let us
keep constantly before our eyes the bright day in the
future, which 1 hope will be a near one, when our present
utafl of missionaries ta the Telugus will be doubled, and
we ghall feel strong’ enough to take China or Japaneinto
our sympathies. This is not to be brought about by one,
or aven, by a hundred pessons, no matter how gifted or
enthusiastic they may be ; but by each of us maiing this
subject one of constant prayer, and devoting our thoughts
and energies to bring it about. When mothers will talk
to their children about the mission; Sunday school
teachers to their scRolars ; wives to their husbands ; and
sisters to their brathers ; then may we look for a ready
response to the call for labourers, and the means to
send them will not be wanting.  For people usually find
means to carry on any thing in which they are very much
interested.

I hope that some of the brave workers in our country
churches who have organized Circles, and, almost alone,
are struggling to keep them alive, will be stimulated by
the thougﬁlt of how important a_share they may have in
bringing about this great end. To them is committed the
sacred task of interesting their immediate friends in the
work of Foreign Missions; and on the fithful perform-
‘ance)of (hi¥dity depénds o~ some exterm the growth of
o missionary spiritin our churches. Do not shrink from
the task or become discouraged at the apparent slowness

-of the degirad result ; or feel inclined to give it up, say-
ing, | am untit” Our Divine Master, unlike other
masters, never tells us to go and work in any part of His
vineyard without the gracious promise, that if we lack
strength or wisdom, all we have to do is to ask of God,
* who giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not.”

I would like to add a few words on how we may keep
our own hearts in warm sympathy with the mission, but
[ fear this letter is already far too long, so will reserve
what I have to say on that subject for another time.

-~ AMELIA MUIR,

Montreal, March 15th.

e

The Ramapatam Seminary.
(From a letier of Rev. F. Craig’s in the Christian Helper.)

I lately enjoyed a great privilege. On our way back
from Udayagiri hill where we spent July and August we
stopped a few days at Ramapatam. Bro. Willlams has
a regular village in bis compound. Beside the Seminary
with its preparatory department, he has an ordinary
school for the people of his field. The place might almost
be said to be swarming with classes,

But I must speak about the Seminary. The majority
of the students are from the Ongole field, but there are
quite a number fyom the Nellore and Ramapatam fields,
and one or two from Kurnool. Married students bring
their families with them, and sometimes the wife may be
seen in the'same class with her husband. In the senior

. class of the present year there are no wonen ; in the
other two classes there are a few. The regular Seminary
course has consisted hitherto of three years; but I be-
lieve that in future the time will be extended to four

years. Of course this is exclusive of the time a student
may spend in the preparatory class.

The principal book studied in the Seminary is the
Bible. The course covers this book from Genesis to
Revelation ; so that whatever else-the students may or
tmay not be, they are generally * mighty in.the Scrip-
tures ¥ by the time they leave. There are other studjes
which I need not mention. Except the Principal, the
teachefs are all Telugus, John, the head native teacher,
is a fine specimen of the genus homo, and would com-
pare favorably with many teachers at home. He is a
graduate ‘of the Seminary. Not to waste words in fur-
ther attempt at describing the work of the Seminary, let
me say that [ expcrieuceg great f’oy, when [ saw so man
men and women being thus well prepared for the glon-
ous warfare. In the three classes of the regular course
there are some 150 or 200 students at present.

Now this subject has a practical side for us. We need
a Seminary up 1n this region. Until we get a nug;jem(»
trained men and women, we are not in a position fo care
for many converts. God knows this, and therefore He
will not give us converts by the thousand till we have.
trained some men and women thoroughly for the work
[ believe this is the universal conviction among the mis-
sionaries here. We bave great wants, but this Seminary
question must in the near future take the first place.- We
can hardly pray for a great harvest, so long as we have
only a few trained labourers.

I shall long remember with pleasure what 1 saw and
heard at the Ramapatam Seminary.

‘““She Hath Done what She Could.”

For Tim Lisk.

Beautiful words of our Master,
Uttered in tenderest love ;
Sweet the approval ascending,

Reaching lr\e Father above.

Benutiful act of devotion,
Pouring upon the dear head
Ointment—the swectest and purest,
Dressing the brow for the dead.

Jesus, oar Lord, has departed,
What can we do for Him now ?
How can we pour the swect aintment
Down on the thrice-blesséd brow ?

What, if we fan through the fever,
One of earth’s Jowliest poor ?

What, if we watch through the midnight,
Patiently watch and endure?

What, if we guide the wreck'd vessel
Safely along the high strand ?

What, if we point o lost sinner
Home to Immanuel's Land ?

What, if we give to the heathen
Even the poor widow’s mite ?
What, if we send in their darkness

Only one ray of our light ?

What, il we turn our lamp east-ward,
Casting on them its full glow ?

What, if its beams light o pathway
Upward for spirits 10 gog

Stay through the day, blessdd Master,
Help us to 10il as we would,

And we shall hear in the evening,
** Lo | she bath done what she could.”

: IpA.
SIMCOR, ONT,
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Sister Belle's Corner. ~

(For the little folks who read this pager).

DEAR Bovs AND GIrLs.—The Mission Band Re-

) tad. 1 would like to visit those fifteen
girls in Nova gcmia who are showing the people of
Farmington that they have a mind to work * for the mis-
sionaries.” | do know some members of the Paris
Band, and rejoice with them at their great success. May
this year be still more prosperous! What Mission
Band will send the next Report ?

The Paris mission boxes reminded me of a lady who
loved this work/".She thought many people would save
odd chngn.ld%%‘orei Missions if they had any place
to keep it. So she collected empty collar boxes, pasted
the lids down, and cut a hole in the top of each one.
Then she gave them away to her friends for mission
baxes, and several dollars were collected in them before
long.  Who will try this plan, and then write and tell me
how much such a box will hold ? .

I have just been reading a little book telling about a
dear Missionary named Mrs. Newhall, who has now
gone home to Jesus, after spending her life for Him on
earth. She wrote a letter while in Nellore, India, that I
think would interest you, so will copy a part of it:
“ While writing last night [ heard the sound of distant
music, the din of many voices, and the tramping of many
feet This told me that an idol procession was coming.
Being anxious to see it, | went over to Canakiah’s, (our
Bible-reader) to get some one to go with me to the gate

umf» —+-found-them-~just-beginning- family.
worship 50 took my seat near thé door. Canakiah was
sitting on the floor in the middle of the room with his
Bible and a small coal-oil lamp, By him sat Julia, his
wife, and on mats around the room the rest of his family
were seated. They sung the hymn “Just as | am,”
then a chapter was read, followed by prayer. As the

_service was all in Telugy, I could not understand one
word, but their earnestness told me of love and faith in
Jesus, and that filled my beart with peace.

Meanwhile
¢ procession had been stopping at the door of every
house along the road, that the idol might receive pre-
sents. At last it’came near us. What did I see? A
great crowd of péople, men, women and children. Four
men playing on instruments walking ahead. Next came
two men carrying the idol which was finety dressed, and
under a rich canopy. It was the most respectable idol |
had ever seen, as it was one of the principal deities
making its yearly visit to the smaller gods of Nellore.
The heat is so great during the day that the nights are
taken for these processions, and the music, dancing and
feasting makes so much noise we find it difficult to
sleep. A number of dancing girls are kept to wait upon
this idol.  Their bodies are covered with jewellery and
its tinkling can be heard at a great distance.”

Mrs. Newhalls letter goes on to describe her visit with
Julia, Canakiah's wife, to the heathen homes of the poor
natives.

you.
One way to make your Band meetings more interest-
ing is for each member to read and hear all about
Foreign Missions that you can during the month. Then

. be_ready to tell the Band what you read. It is much
_easier to give our ihoney when we fully understand

where it is going, and the good it will do. If our heads
and hearts are full of this subject our mission boxes will
not be empty.  But, boys and girls, remember to ask the

I wish you could all read it as it is too long to |
-copy. The little book contains much that would interest

Lardto blcgg' the r;mn'ey yb_u give fora gift so_given will
bring forth rich fruit. Let us all keep nearer to Jésus
ourselves and then we can lead those we love to Him.

. . SISTER DELLE.
480 Lewis Street, Ottawa,

WOMEN'S BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY OF ONTARIO.
Receivad from February agth to Morch 2415, 1881,
Parliament Street, $9; Collection at Unfon Meeting,
$4 23 ; Ingersoll, 5((; Cheltenham, $3 ; Georgcto\vp;Slz;
Yorkville, $23 45: Yorkville * Mission Quilt,” $17 ; Alex
ander Street, $5 15; Alexander Street Mission Band,
$303; gams Street, $11 50; College Street “ Mission
Quilt,” 25, (to make Mrs. Dyke a life member) ; Wood-
stock, $12; Woodstock “ Willing Workers,” $3 ; Goble's
Corners, $8. Total, $142 35.
i Special Contributions, Calton P. 0.—Mus. B. ]. Tim-
' pany, $5 ; Mrs. B. McConnell, $10; Mrs. Ettie Cohoon,
$10. Total, $25. Total receipts, $167 35.

JessiE M. LLoYD, 7ycasurer,
222 Wellesley St., Toronto.
—————

WOMENS' BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY
SOCIETY OF EASTERN CONVENTION,
Recerved for the Quarter Ending March yh | 188s.
Abbott's Corner, $12 ; Comwall, $5; Perth, $7; First
L}zz&nsl_Church, Montreal, $23 37; Olivet Church and
.5 6ee:lul—Worhem,"-$n§oo.~Jn(eres(,—&ggqr—il‘omh_

176.31.
NANNIE E. GREEN, Treasurer.
~ B e
BOARDS Of FOREIGN MISSIONS,
Maritime Provinces,
President, Hon. . McL. Secley.
Secreiary, Rev. W, P. Everett, M. A., St. Jobn, N.B.
Ontario, Quebe and Manitoba.
President, T. 8. Shenston, Esq., Brantford, Ont.
Secretary, Rev. Jas. Coutts, Georgetown, Ont. -
Treasurer, T. D, Craig, Esl‘.. 58 Front Street, Toronta,
WOMEN'S BOARDS. :
Nova Scotia.
President, Mrs. J. F. Parsons, Halifax, N.S.
Secc. and Treas., Mrs. M. R, Sclden, Halifax, N.S.
New Brunswick,
Sece, Mre. John March, St. Jobn, N.B,
Treas., Mrs. \Wm. Allwood, St. John, N,B.
Prince Edward Island;~
Sec., Miss Ada Hooper, Bedeque, P.E.I,
Treas., Mrs. ]. Bradshaw, Bedeque, P.E.I.
Lastern Comnntion.
Pres., M. Ayer, Montreai; P. Q.
Sec., Miss Muir, 1395 5t. Catherine Street, Montreal.
Treas., Miss Green, 101 MacKny St. Montreal.
Western Corevention..
Pres., M. M, Freeland, 492 Church St. Toronto.
See., Mrs., H. H.. Humphrey, 10 Pémbroke St. Toronto,
Rec. Sec., Miss Dexter, 10 Carlton St., Toronto.
Treas., Miss J. M. Lloyd, 222 Wellesley St., Toronto,
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