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Rebellious Mexico

MEXICAN rebellion is nothing unique. When

+ new one looms on the horizon it is given but

a passing notice. The rule is rebellion; the
Those belligerent outbreaks, how-
. are not due to an innate desire on the part of
gican peons to spill blood. They are sponsored,
ed. and abetted by the eivilized, Christian capital-
of other land.

,-‘.']u!! lwn(‘C.

1ad Mexico nothing to contribute to the interests
international eapital her family feuds, and bandit
apades. would be strietly considered her own af-
r. The rival factions could eliminate each other
h impunity, and no voiee of protest would disturb
ir recreations from the north of the Rio Grande.
t, Mexico, to use a biblieal phrase, is ‘‘neither bar-
n nor unfruitful.’! Her seareely exploited natural
ources are richest of any in the Western hemis-
ere. Approximately one-third of the world’s sil-
r supply is obtained from the mines of Mexico. Her
bearing areas have attracted the attention of fi-
meial interests from every eapitalized section of the
phe.  In agriculture, eattle raising, coffee and
gar plantations, and timber resources, Mexico of-

a splendid opportunity te the anxious investors
“'peaceful”’ eountries.

With these advantages to her eredit, we can little
der that her doniastic §TTATFs Tave béen a subject
considerable interest in the financial centres of
is and other nations for some time. The destruc-
¢ proelivities of rival bandit eliques who even go
far, at times, as to lose all respect and reverence
sacred property rights; the wanton extravagance
government offieials, and their ruthless methods
levying and eollecting taxes; the methods of ter-
rism resorted to, which inevitably result in sear-
£ the wits out of foreigmers residing in their
dst, and who are mot accustomed to seeing, or
ading about, anything of a sanguinary nature in
ir home land; have ealled forth the righteous in-

guation of all eountries whosé ruling class has
pital to invest,

What the world wants right no;', we are told, is
o a'ml raw material. Mexico possesses both. She
“uples a somewhat analogous position in America
\vha.t Russia does in Europe. We do not require

““plional memories to bring to mind the attempts
the allies, both Teutonic and Entente, to secure

‘trangle-hold on the natural resources of Russia.
‘Pite the commendable interest they evinced in

“I' task, the results ¢an searcely be regarded as
plirely satisfactory. Here, again, on this side, is
“!hr-r treasure-house of all those requisites essen-
"]r:"" ”‘]" proper development of industry and com-
# ~t n’ additiop, the situation is much brighter
taiﬁp,]n,"w fact thx?t the Mexican people have not
‘¢ Bolshevik standard of defending them-

Iveg b= 3 '
.,:t\} Here, then. is a golden opportunity that
e taken advantage of.

](l.:‘:::.::r_.m pave the way for the triumphal march
E mlfm';nk capital, some good and sufficient rea-
o Mexje o "‘ﬂ'l{lfa(?tlxr"(l to warrant an intmsmln
Hﬂidpl-’.,d"'; territory, The ‘‘disorder’’ method is
Foblem ]tfm C}Tefpﬂit and best solution to this
ist they o sufficient bandit groups do not alre.ndy
pitali-;;q""n be nurtured by British and American

"8 In any quantity desired. The industrial
lifieq 1.’: those two enli('zh.tened natiomf are W?"
ent, \‘o:"r;ply any deficiency in fighting equip-
s a;md B"‘]‘“f*‘ on the battle scarred areas (ff
bility i, : R“.lm have they demonstra‘ted their
* o.,'g fho-a martial direction but, right at home
Ramp) '" OWn populations, they have provided

Ples of military resource and strategy.

erests o

In the Mexican oilfields controlled by the Cow-
dray-Pearson interests the benign influence of ban-
dit warriors has long been appreciated. As the
Rockefeller interests providéd and maintained a
standing army of their own in the Colorado and
Montana labor disturbanees of a few years past, that
was supplemented rather than replaced by govern-
ment troops, so do we find in Mexico the British oil
magnates employing mercenary bands to protect
their property, and prevent the forces of the Carran-
za government from entering the oil districts over
which these¢ companies have assumed ecomplete
sovereignity. .

When sufficient disorder results from such exper-
iments, and especially when foreign lives and pro-
perty are jeopardized, the reasons for intervention
are obvious to all. It would not be in keeping with
British and Ameriean. ‘“‘honor’’ to permit, ferocious
bandits to pillage the property and molest the lives
of innocent people. The old biblieal injunetion
about—whosoever poketh thee on the right jaw, ad-
just thy chin for a swat on the left jaw also—is all
right for ordinary individnal matters, but becomes
automatically obsolete in the case of Mexican peons
making faces at members of Anglo-Saxon stock.

One of the really tou i i e
British and American eapitalists. Whatever differ-
ences of opinion may .have heretofore prevailed
among the members of those two ea'mpl., and, for
that matter, still prevail on other issues, when it
comes to Mexcian intervention all other quarrels are
forgotten and forgiven, while complete unanimity
exists in regard to the necessity of ‘‘helping Mexico
to help herself.”’ On this point, too, we are pre-
sented with the beautiful spectacle of old antago-
nists in the newspaper field like the Los Angelos
“Times’’ and ‘‘Examiner,’”’ amorously espousing a
common cause. The fact that Hearst and the heirs
of Otis are each possessors of landed estates in
Mexico, appraised at several millions of dollars, has,
we hasten to assure our readers, nothing whatever
to do with the mutual devotion so recently dis-
played.

The great stumbling-block in the way of peace
and progress is the Carranza Government. The
place in the Sun formerly craved by the Hohenzol-
lern dynasty is now aspired to by General Carranza.
Diaz, the perpejual president, is lauded to the skies
as a great statesman and patriot who sought amie-
able relations with all foreign governments while
promoting the interests of his people at home. Nor
can we greatly wonder at this eulogistic outburst
when we consider that practically every concession
awarded to foreign capital can be traced to its ori-
gin in the Diaz regime. Here, also, we find the
genesis of those individual fortunes of the Hearst
and Otis variety.

That barbarous Mexico and her Christian neigh-
bors will become involved in war at a not far dis-
tant date is not at all unlikely. If war is averted
it is only because of the fact that British and Ameri-
can captains of industry have secured through
threats and diplomacy what would have been their
prize through military channels. The proposition
is that Mexico contains minerals, oil, foodstuffs, and
other things that the world market demands. The
Mexican methods of production, just like the South
African methods at the end of the past century, are
too ernde and antique to place those requisites with
sufficient rapidity where they are required. Brit-
ain and America possess the proper machinery for
this kind of work. Having in many cases reached

the limit of investment at home they must either
expand or decay. Foreign investment is impera-
tive. But not all foreign lands are suitable fields
for exploitation. Russia and Mexico are the twor

. Cathays or Eldorados that magnetize capital. The

former is impossible. Her people have adopted a
stubborn, mulish attitude of wanting to socialize the
means of produetion, and prevent altruistie parasites
from other sections to infliet their brand of demoe-
racy and culture.’ Mexico must be the goat.

That neither Britain nor the U. 8. are mbne\d
with anything other than plain, unvarnished, mer-
cenary motives is & fact known to every student.
They cannot prevent the Socialist from understand-
ing their game. History is too profuse with ex-
amples of other periods to allow us to ignore the
conditions of the present.

As for the old ery of cruelties and atroeities on
women and children, and the terrible oppression of
the workers by an autoeratic government, they will
soon again be in evidenee. But, while we fully real-
ise that class society prevails on the south of the
Rio Grande, just as on the north, we are still cog-
nizant of the fact that labor is exploited in a much
greater degree in the United States than in Mexico. -

The eight-hour day, for which the I. W. W. and
most two decades, is embodied in the Mexiean con-
stitution of 1917. Such a law does not exist in any
state in the United States. The measures relating
to child labor, so consistently advocated by the S.
P. of A. ever since its ineception, are, in Mexico, a
part of the law of the land. Advanced legislation
in regard to woman’s status during the periods of
parturition and lactation has been placed on the
statute books, together with the enactment that
the same compensation shall be paid for the same
work without regard to sex or nationality.

The adoption of these reforms, however, have not
abolished capitalism in Mexico, any more than the
nostrums brought forward by pseudo-revolutionary
organizations would have such an effect in Ameriea.
These cannot be a part of the Socialist program.
Our knowledge of class society leads us to the con-
clusion that it eannot be reformed. . It must be
abolished. J. A. McD.

SOVIET WIRELESS REFUTES ANTI-
BOLSHEVIK CALUMNY.

With a diabolical refinement the Capitalist Gov-
ernments permit the circulation of all possible lies
ahout Soviet Russia, but withhold from the publie
the Soviet Government’s wireless messages which
contain a refutation of them. One lie recently start-
ed from Warsaw and widely quoted in the British
press was to the effect that the Bolsheviks are pre-
paring to attack Poland. The following reply by
the Russian wireless was, however, withheld by
the British authorities:—

‘““Warsaw wireless reports state: daily that the
Soviet Government is planning a spring offensive
against Poland. As proof of the truth of this re-
port, it is stated that Trotsky has been appointed
Minister of Railways, Polivanoff, the Czarist min-
ister. has been made Minister of War, and that the
Czarist General, Brussiloff, has been appointed Com-
mander-in-Chief. It is further asserted that with
the same end in view the Workers’ and Soldiers’
Councils have been abolished and that a twelve hour
day has been introduced. All these allegations are
absolutely untrue. Trotsky is not Minister of Rail-
ways, but remains People’s Commissary for War.
Neither Polivanoff nor Brussiloff occupies any pub-
lic post. The allegation that Soviet Russia is plan-
ning an offensive at the very moment that her arm-
ies are being turned, one by one, into Labor Armies,
is simply stupid. The Soviet government has never
even considered the question of' jettisoning the
Workers’ and Soldiers’ Councils, and a twelve hour
day has never been deecreed.’’
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The Science of Socialism

By H. M. Bartholomew. o

. Article No, 7.° suffering with each industrial depression.  Says propriation of the many capitalists by 1 j,, b
i Engels an ever extending scale, the co-operative form . M
V] eiS . ioMm of

. o the i
x process, the conscious technical apphication
“In these crises, the contradiction between socialized pro-
THE TREND OF SOCIAL EVOLUTION. : 3

¢ 4 ""-ft;.‘
ol | methodical cultivation of the soil, the .
i : itali tati ' in a violent explo- . . : Vi >
duction and capitalist appropriation “"_" WA TENE SHe means of prodution by their use as the meqn, . iy did Russ
a sion. The circulation of commodities is, for the time being

;r“
In order to complete our analysis of the existing stopped. Money, the means of circulation, hlccnmc\ a hind- ment
social order, and to appreciate to the full the task rance to circulation. All the laws of production and circula-
f fut t’t ft, it i tial that we examine tion of commodities are turned upside down. The economic
o uture statecrailt, 1t 18 essentia a

econ

o of combined, socialized labor, the entangle
ples in the world-market, this, the in
of the capitalistic regime. Along with the . .:,\un!h&
ing number of the magnates of capital who )

the P\H']'“‘"

td
Crhationg] N

il jm catl x““l 'h
! 1914, a Ru

; d collision has reached its apogee. The mode of exchange s b L of this process of transiony s ™8 psion southw

v social evolution today. y ~ . ¥ il ‘ OF trans{ormany 3
the trend of so evolu J . in rebellion against the mode of production the mass of misery, oppression, slavery. Sl tw and econom
My last article revealed the necessity of close These industrial crises which sprang from the ation; but with this too grows the revolt ot e h stands in t

analysis of the economic structure of society, and
traced the evolution of human society from ancient
society to modern capitalism. It is now our task to

" w 'hu't s

antagonism between socialized production and in- a class always increasing in numbers, and discp 2ed. gy h briefly'and
o - . - org g i f the nene .

dividual appropriation prepare the way for other ©r¥anized by the very mechanism of the proces; of g !

onghout
production itseli. The monopoly of

and still greater crises. During the financial panie .  Antal beony ¢ meeting, in
A SN Ly . . 3 fette n the mode of pre , 5 Sirun .
submit modern capitalism to the searching rays of 4,4 general industrial chaos which such a panie ,-;t::,';.;’.:ln;l.;:‘m:hn Jl:"‘;*"l;f':;:l.l:!u'_)i‘it u,‘?‘.““‘ 1 in the East
economic determinism, to ascertain the trend of the brings in its train, the principle of ‘‘natural selec-  means of production and socialization of h!.-‘,' :z ':w:: Jy. acting -
economic structure of modern society. tion’’ is operative. It is the survival of the fittest a point where they become incompatible with ther gy pee. it has bee
The change from Feudalism to modern Capitalism in the realm of industrial warfare. The strongest integument T?‘i‘ integument is burst asunder The nd veryvthing rep
was an industrial revolution. As we have seen, the and most powerful industrial and financia! coneerns “‘p:“:',’:;‘:’ private property sounds. The expropripm g le wil have t
. X Oprate Y
advent of machine production spelt the doom of in- are able to weather the storm at the expense of their ‘ i P June 3rd,
= ; S " : 'l'bc‘l'rnnorlodﬁty-thuhthochomm. his: “The
dividual . production.  Instead of the individual smaller and less powerful antagonists. In other bef. On th hand ! »
# . J . 1 hi rords. th i ore us. n the one hand the olass ownershy ¢ » defensive 8
craftsman* working with his own tools on his own words, the crises which spring from the individual the machinery of wealth production ¢
raw material in his own home, we have large fac- appropriation of the social production of wealth, ' of dw" o o'; ey ‘n‘- ~'or the sian Armiy (
tories, elaborate machinery and vast masses of work- result in still greater accumulations of capital, in i urpius-value: w v, and the
J other hand the social ownership and socis! P aibwi
ers under one roof and one management. ‘In other still further increasing the economic gulf between . that machinery for the well-beine of sl - Pl A
words, the change from Feudalism to modern Cap- capitalist and wage-slave. The .u'.nné';“ it in- : l‘:;:‘ :,“ " left out of ac
G . p X . : i nodern Cape to make th
lt.al.nsm was the pfnnful evol-utlon of soc:nety from in- The ecenomic antagonisms of modern society are speeds the day of economie emancipation Inig ’
dividual production to social produection. But al- p

tish poliey ir

still further increased by the absolute necessity of
new and larger markets. The tendency of modern

capital to accumulate at the expense of the power of capitalist appropriation. More and more doss

consumption of the mass of the people, forces the State eneroach u f eapitali
esse h p “ b sum 1 § . pon the powers of capitalist ui Bty ©
contradiction between socialised production and in- capitalist to search for markets abread. At first land'ord. In many ecases, the State has deemedi vy 13

dividnalist possession manifests itself, as Engels this was no very dificult task. Africa, Asi i ' hition of Rus
“ ¢ ° - » Asia and ewmsential to assume the ownership of great mota v

ably states.”as the antagonism of proletatiat and parts of South America offered him a new and a lies. And there are not wanting those people v s __m:::

bourgeoisie. vast market for his constantly increasing supply wtinchori

. 5 tantly sec in this State ownership of industry a fomd B i

This antagonism between workers and capitalists of o?mmodmca. But capitalistic methods of pro- Socialism. b
resulting from the individual possession of the ma- duction, seeking new and greater markets for its It cannot be too often proclaimed that the Socdh
chinery of wealth production, prepares the death. O°ver-plus of capital, cannot forever continue its ist Commonwealth does mot eonsist of State ovd
bed of modern Capitalism. Just as Capitalism was '™mad race. The time comes when the capitalist sys- and operated factories and mines. Capitalism, 23
born in the death throes of Feudalism, so Socialism fe™ of production has established itself all over the true, forces on more and more the transformationd
will come from the womb of decadent Osapitalism. wor:ld. when the difference between the capitalist’s the vast means of produetion into State propet

Everywhere can we find ample evidence to justfiy variable and his constant capital becomes acute. but those State owned industries can, by no stred
this assertion. Overproduction has become chronie; the struggle of the imagination, be ealled Socialized Indusina

We saw, in a previous article, that the tremendous for markets hecomes more intense ; industrial crises But it does show the way to accomplish this revad
economic gu'f between the House of Have and the follow each other with greater rapidity—larger and tion. It gives the workers political power, it @
House of Havenot is the inevitable result of the . ¢ P°Werful combinations of capital crush under ables the mass of the people to direct and guide ™
private ownership of the maskibers of Geatth AR their iron heel the smaller and weaker organizations, government of the State, and it will be the next d9

duetion. The individual ownership of that machin- Trusts, Combines, Price-rings and Kartells—these in social evolution when the workers of the will The posis
ery compels the wage-earners to hand over to the 2re the inevitable result of capitalist aceumulstion. unite, throw off the chains of economic _«-mt# mhp'u l]nn,
possessing classes a very considerable portion of the The capitalist class are forced to recognize the *Md turn these Trusts and State-owned industos E “ ““;‘ "“n
wealth which they produce. Surplus-value, crested ¢conomic futility of industrial competition and the "' Socialized means of the production and exchasp " tlhpo Ro ‘
by the workers and appropristed by the capitalist °COnomic advantages of combination. These finane. °f Wealth. : e 1""‘"
class, is the means whereby the capitalist class live '*! 2and commereial combinations grow in magnitude In other words, Bocialism is the histond P alf) declar
and have their being. and in power, and the capitalists who preside over Yd0eN¢e of modern Oapitalism. - ' '; ril"df“:;
Let us examine this socialised production and Fi cosmopolitan combinations take to themselves NeXt article: “‘The Soul of Man and Socialis ussian d? lon
<capitalist appropriation a little more closely. Powers which no Feudal king possessed. Tles last pA'“
The worker works for eight hours, but. for the The Trust is the last refuge of demorali . he Btraite **
Bl‘e.lt;l;):)ar; of fthat time he is laboring for the es- italism, as it is the finest engt:ple of '::.ll‘:::’ (:,::: “OLARION'’ NEWS AGENCIES. Rits,
pecial benefit of the capitalist class. He roduces, duction. In such a combination the 1 ‘e ' . :
that is, a greater quantum of wealth than h: receives S0cial production of wealth has bb';:obcf):p(;:g:};; w'l'llw : Wnentern Clarion’’ is on sale ;: -(» u ;:":flil':':::h“
in wages. All that he produces, over and above his s°lved, and the highest plane of economic evolution - ove, Hastings 8t. E., Vancouver, ' ; hich territor
wages, is divided among the capitalist class as rent, heretofore has been reached. Columbia News Stand, cor. Hastings and Columbd .

Russia had onl
interest and t. In » e
p profi :h" '“d‘.' the working But we must not forget that if the Trust is the Streets, Vancouver. ma quiet. 1

; X last word of economic evolution upon social pro- John Green, Carall Street, Vancouver. erzegovina, 1
In Feudal society practically the whole of this duction it is certainly the last w

il indus. News Stand, B. C. E. R. Depot. New Westminste:. ia in exchangy
Surplus-value was consumed by the class which ap- trial monarchy. The Trust is the - 4

3 : s bast example of Alexander N Eighth Aveenue Ve Pport when
propriated it. This is not so today. A very con- Oapitalism of the inexorable antagonism bolt,'nn Cdnry,e:].g:und' o ith & view te

siderable proportion of this Surplus-value is em- socialized Production and individual appropriation.

. . ontres! Teaties prohil
ployed by the capitalist class to form new capital. Feudalism gave Place to Capitalism, and ag the 8. Feigleman, 421 St. Lawrence Bldg., Montrts 0 the Black 8
There is a gradual and steady accumulation of capi- Quegec.

his promige R
tal, and, de facto, a greater and gfeater production Frierman and Baranowski. 12 Ontario St E- ¥ Beinst her.
of use-values, or commodities, ot (s ) A B0 e o

The inexorable law of capitalism is' socumulation Onward Book 8i N Y.  expand B
pital, increase weal 7 tore, 196 Gold St., Buffalo, ! d Ea
consuming power of the workers is less than its pro- Let us hear what Karl Marx has . Seattle, W ' 0104, Ame
duetive power, 80 that we find the wheels of mod- to say upon this s Wesh

all-important phase of scientific Sociali Vi rt Arthur, 0%t from Russian
ern industry checked and even stopped by an over-  “That which is now - king Book Store, 264 Bay Street, Po

) hang ;
to be expropriated is no Ra , cific Aventh thang in 1901
supply of goods,which cannot be sold by the possess- !2borer working for himself, but the capitalist l::::;ﬂi':; y;::o.m:) ll:v::.ok e lished 5 e,
ing class at a profit. Since the year 1825 these ‘‘in. ™" ":” rers. This expropriation is accomplished by the ; 4 Chest thuria, 1, t}
dustrial. crises” have visited modern society at action of the immanent laws of capitalistic production jtself D. Goodman, Blind News Agent, Queen an ¥ay wa
U e, YIS elety by the centralisation of capital. One capitalist always Lqpi;, DUt Streets, Toronto, Ont. { it
t‘iﬂy."ml ar intervals and with greater misery and many. Hand in hand with this centralization or this ex- Labor Lyceum, 580 St. Paul Street, Rochester e Tateg (?i\te:.
) » Aiverty

8 ﬁidi!in g f

trial erises, world wars, financial panies, ineregd

though Capitalism brought social production, it capitalist combinatio they spell the doca

maintained the old concept of individual ownership
of the essentials of wealth production, so that this

1 rm\w'-\iﬂn
r was fought
e “‘Daily Chr

ral produets,
massacred
e we had a ¢
| parties of Ei
cCarthv's ““H
e sitnation .
ladstone: **
Beaconsfield :
“The publie -
Britain.”" sa
v'— one er
her ery

Russia pure



r-wsmk',
for the »
lue: o iy
oeis! sonte
{ all

1 Capitalg
on.  Inde
'8, incregl
e doom o
e does e
pitalist ol
5 deemed §
eat motee
people v
v a formd

t the Seed
State owed
italism, 23
formationd
te propeft
v no streid
| Indusina
this reves
nwer, It &
'd guide o
he next 89
{ the world

o servitalt
4 industos

nd exchaa®
»  historil

iali "

{
d Colulh'l

‘,tmimtﬂ.
enue L

Montres!

3t. E., Mov

lo. N.T.
p Aventé

\rthur, Ont
jo Aventh

L :ud Cb’t'

ester, N I

BRainst hey.
i ft“]‘ the (\ri

WESTERN CLARION

PAGE THREE

'Economic Causes of War

Article No. 4.

Hy did Russia go into the Great War? For
the purpose of an extension to the Mediteran-
s and the acquisition of Constantinople. In
1914. a Russian Dr, Mitrofaroff, said: ‘‘The

,'\\..,,. <onthward is for Russia a historical, poli-
il cconomic necessity, and the foreign power

b stands in the way is an enemy power.

L Lrieflv'and precisely, everywhere and at every
suzhout the Levant Russia has been and is
~ting. in trying to solve her most vital prob-

. the Eastern question, the resistance of Ger-

L. .cting either alone or as the ally of Austria.

o it has hecome quite clear to the Russians that

verything remains as it is the road to Constanti-

le wil have to be carried through Berlin."’

b, June 3rd, 1914, in the “London Times'’' we

his: “There are signs that Russia has done

, defensive strategy. The inereased guns in the

\riiv Corps, the growing efficieney of the

v. and the improvements made or planned in

ptewic railways are, again, matters which cannot

Jeft ont of account. These things are well calcu.

to make the Germans anxious.”” All previous

tish poliey in the East was opposed to the Rus-

1 possession of Constantinople.  The Crimean

r was fought to prevent this Russian expansion.

¢ “‘Daily Chroniele’’ war book says: “Tt was in

itish interests at that time to resist the natural
bition of Russia for an ountlet to the Mediterra-

Russian ports a'l being frozen up during
winter months Constantinople would have been
all year port for the shipment of their agricul-

Russia fought Turkey on behalf of

massacred Christians in 1878.79, and at that

e we had a duel of platitudes between the politi-

| partics of England. The following extract from

cCarthy’s ““History of our own Times."’ illustrates

e sitnation .

ral proadoets,

G'adstone: ““Be just and fear not.’’
Beaconsfield: ‘‘No sentiment,”’
“The public conscience,’’ said one, ‘‘the interests
Britain,”” said the other. ‘“The Crimes of Tur-
¥'-— one ery: ““The ambitions of Russia’’—the
her ery
The position of Turkey was precarious, and when
ussia headed for Constantinople Britain sent a
et up the Dardanelles and checked her. Miliu-
ff. the Russian Foreign Secretary of March, 1916,
ho had declared himself against the neutralization
f the Dardanelles, said: ““The timely realization of
* peril of the Berlin-Baghdad movement helped
assian diplomacy to attain agreement among the
llies last April (1915) regarding the disposal of
he Btraits, " ;
Russia purchased Austria’s neutrality in the
““.‘“\-Tllrkiﬁh war by recognizing Austria’s right to
fﬂdeﬁni\e occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
h"‘?’ territory Serbia desired Previous to 1908
r‘;:’"" had only used Serbia as a pawn to keep Aus-
m:mo.t', ln"l908 Aqatria annexed Bosnia and
" govina, this move being approved of by Rus-
N exchange for a promise of Austria’s diplomatic
.?:"" ‘}‘th the question of the Straits was raised,
reati:qmw gl t.he abrogation of sundry European
> the ‘mp":“bm"k th? access of Russian warships
his i Sea.. Owing to Austria failing to keep
Promise Russia turned and used Serbia as a tool
Russia having her designs frustrated
Py mean and Rum'l‘rn:kish wars started
Pale actiy “astward to the Pacific Ocean. She be-
]901-04‘ At‘ in Korea and Manchuria, and between
rom R"mf"“"icln commerce suffered considerably
thang ip 1;;; °°"‘.P°htion. Russia occupied New-
lished 5 o’ during the Boxer uprising, and estab-
churia h‘:‘:;!ure of military control over Man-
¥ay wa e same year the Chinese Eastern Rail-
S opened under Russian control. Russia

p“ml p
rategle(?' her policy by diserimination of railway

: mbsi‘ 'verting trade through the port of Dalny and

digs
'#ing fourteen steamers, and by advancing

large sums to Chinese merchants (to purchase Rus-
sian goods) through the Russo-Chinese Bank. The
same bank established a commercial bank to sell
Russian oils and sugar. At this time, when foreign-
ers were excluded from the interior, Russian sub-
jects were to be met everywhere, building flour
mills, developing mines and selling Russian goods.
jJecause of Russian oil being imported free from tax
American sales of kerosene at Newchang fell from
3,172,000 gallons in 1901 to 603,180 gallons in 1902,
and American flour was almost driven from the
Chinese market. Russia obtained Port Arthur when
Russia, France and Germany stepped in after the
Japanese-Chinese war and told Japan to keep her
hands off the spoils.

Then, again, Russian economic interests lay also
in the vast timber limits of Korea. 1In 1903 the
Roval Timber Company, in which the Tsar was well
represented, scooped up millions of profits in the
Yalu River valley. This led to the Russo-Japanese
war, when the pagan Japanese were financed by
good Christian Americans to slay their Russian
(‘hristiafl brethren. After the Japs had defeated
Russia, Japan retained control of the railway I have
mentioned. the finaneial system of Manchuria, with
a certain amount of control over the currency, and
estahlished a strong banking system. After the
restoration of peace, American trade in Manchuria
seemed to have a clear field. The subsidized Rus-
sian lines to Port Arthur and Dalny had disappeared
and the disorganized conditions of the country had
caused the Russian flour mills to close so that Amer-
ican flour beeame in greater demand than ever be-
fore. American kerosene was in full control of the
Eastern market. Sinee 1908 and 1909, however, the
Ameriean fradé has again fallen off because Japan
controls the railway and to a certain extent the fi-
nancia! system and diverts trade by discriminating
rates just as Russia had done. (I will give the
reader more details when dealing with Japan):
This enrtailment of Russian policy in the East
brought her back again to expansion southwards,
toward Persia and the Mediterrnacan Sea.

The policy toward Persia brought about its di-
vision with Britain in 1907 against the wishes of the
Persians. The ‘“‘Daily News,”” January 11th, 1912,
said: ““On the 31st August, 1907, Sir Ed. Grey made
a solemn covenant in which this country and Rus-
sia mutually engaged to respect the integrity and in-
dependence of Persia. What has Sir Ed. Grey done
to keep the pledge he made in our name? He has
defended Russia’s action in seizing North Persia;
he has insisted in Persia putting her finances under
the charge of the bitterest enemy in that country
of British enterprise. What does he intend to do?
Two things—to seize Southern Persia and so com-
plete the annihilation of Persia's integrity and inde-
pendence and to help build a railway across Persia
which will connect Russia with India. Sir Ed.
Grey's record in Persia is to have undone the work
of more than a century of British statesmanship.”’
. ““Why has Sir Ed. Grey chosen this disas-
trous course?! Nobody dares to suggest that he or
anybody in England believes that the annihilation
of Persia or the dismemberment of China are good
in themselves. They are universally confessed to
be disasters; but it is suggested by Sir Edward’s
seant following that they are part of a greater good.
What is that greater good? The key to Sir Ed.
Grey's policy is the fatal antagonism to Germany.
. The time has come to state with a clearness
which cannot be mistaken that Sir Ed. Grey as

Foreign Secretary is impossible.”’

The secret treaty with Russia during the war
gave her full power in Northern Persia and Constan-
Britain was to acquire the neutral zone of
Persia. (I hope to deal in more detail with Persia
in another article). All the Liberal papers of any
standing in England were opposed to Grey's policy
and even hinted he was bringing on an European

tinople.

Armageddon. - If we read the British ‘“White
Papers’’ of the Great War, we find in No. 17 a
report from Buchanan, Ambassador at St. Peters-
burg: ‘‘Russia could not allow Austria to erush
Servia and become a domimant power. in the
Balkans, and if she feels sure of the help of
France she will face all risks of a war.”” The pow-.
der was ready for the match, and that Russia’s at-
titude was the match is the conclusion I have ar-
rived at through a study of the British White
Papers. Again, Sir Auckland Geddes, speaking on
the Man Power Bill, January 15th, 1918, in the
British Commons, said: ‘‘It is right that the country
should realize what the events in Russia mean to
those nations which eame into the war as a result
of Russia’s action in 1914.”’ (Poor Belgium). And
in the report of an interview with Baron Rosen, late
Russian Ambassador to the United States of Ameri-
ca. the ‘““Manchester Guardian,’’ February 27th,
1918, says: ‘‘ As one who saw the inside of the Tsar
diplomaey, 1 knew the war was coming as far back
as 1912. Behind the curtain of Russian seeret dip-
lomaey T saw that war was being made inevitable
by the rising tide of revolution from below. A
elique of Ministers round the Tsar’s court knew that
their only hope to stave off the revc ation was by
setting the armies marching.”’

A war to ‘‘defend small nations’’; and yet, ‘‘John
Bull’s”’ poster in July, 1914, had written in large
letters: ““To Hell with Servia,”” and Sir Ed. Grey
in the British White Papers, July 24th, 1914, No. 6,
said “‘Direct British interest in Servia was nil, and
a war on behalf of that country would never be
sanctioned by the British publie.”

PETER T. LECKIE.

Literature Price List

Communist Manifesto. Single copies, 10¢; 25
copies, $2.00.

Wage-Labor and Capital. Single copies, 10¢; 25
copies, $2.00.

The Present Economic System. (Prof. W. A.
Bonger). Single copies, 10¢; 25 copies, $1.50.

Capitalist Production. (First Nine and 32nd
Chapters, ‘‘Capital,”” Vol. 1. Marx). Paper, single
copies, 50c; eloth, single copies, $1.00; cloth, 10
copies, 75¢ each. J ;

Socialism, Utopian and Scientific. Single copies,
15¢; 25 copies, $3.25.

Slave of the Farm. Single eopies, 10¢; 25 copies,
$1.50.

Manifesto, S. P. of C., single copy, 10 cents; 25
copies, $1.50.

Red Europe. (F. Anstey, M.P.). Single copies,
50c. Ten copies or more 30c each.

The Story of the Evolution of Life. (T. F. Pal-
mer). Single copies, 10c. y

Evolution of Man. (Prof. Bolsche).
copies, 20¢; 25 eopies, $3.75.

The Nature and Uses of Sabotage (Prof. T. Veb-
len). Singles copies 5 cents, 25 copies $1.

Ten Days that Shook the World. (John Reed).

Single

_Per copy, $2.00.

The Criminal Court Judge, and The Odd Triek
(E. B. Bax). Single copies, 5 cents; per 25 copies,
75¢.

Evolution of the Idea of God (Grant Allen), 55e¢
per copy. :
Capitah (Marx), vols. }, 2 and 3, each $3; the set
complete, $8.50.
(All above post free).
Supplies to Locals.

Dues Cards, per 100, $1.00.

Letterheads, per 100, 60e.

Platforms, per 100, 50c.

Constitutions, per 100, $1.50.

Receipt Books, Warrant Books, various prices.

Quarterly Report Forms, free.

Western Clarion Sub. Cards, free.

Make all moneys payable to E. MacLeod, 401
Pender Street East, Vancouver, B. C. Add discount
on cheques.




PAGE FOUR

WESTERN CLARION

Western Clarion

A Journal of History, Economies, Philosophy,
and Current Events.

= :
Published twice a month by the Socialist Party of
Canada, 401 Pender Street East, Vancouver, B. C.
Phone Highland 2583.

Ewen MacLeod

...................................... $1.00

Canada, 20 issues .
Foreign, 16 issues

If this number is on your address label your
820 subscription expires with next issue. Renew
promptly.

VANCOUVER, B. C, MAY 16th, 1920

EDITORIAL
MENE TEKEL.

OR the past year, all eyes have been focussed
on Russia. Bolshevism has been the all-
absorbin'g topic, and the movements, virility, pro-
gress and stability of its Soviet Government have
been—and are—the key to the main activities of
the Great Powers. The dilatory conferences, the
vacillating policies, the blundering diplomacy of
allied councils, have been but the reflex of the vary-
ing, vet continually successful struggle of Bolshevik
Russia for proletarian supremacy. And the end is
not yet, nor is triumph secure—completely. But
the fie'd has been prepared, the conditions evolved
out of which alone can that triumph come. With
that fundamental and essential task accomplished,
the portals of the West have been opened to the
new saga of the Dominant East.

The economic extremity and social confusion of
the world are the inevitable result of capitalist pro-
duetion. The war has aggravated the situation.
Still, the war was but the medium through which
the prime cause acted, is itself, indeed, the neces-
sary result of that production. Were the war the
cause of social destitution and suffering, with its
cessation society would soon right itself. But it
isn’t and society does not right itself—and eannot,
for the main cause remains unaltered.

Without the foreign market, capital cannot exist :
to gain that market was the war fought. Now that
the war has been fought, and without winning the
market, capitalist society is in trouble and despera-
tion, Industrial stagnation, with all its concomitant
detail, lies dark as midnight upon a world prostrate
in the strangle-hold of capital. For five fat and
luscious years, the war market tickled the palate of
profit. But it also co-ordinated production in com-
plete social co-operation, directed and controlled by
monopoly. With the war market collapsed, and the
pedce market a finaneial hope, social organization in
terms of social co-operation, finds its further move-
ment barred by this monopoly ring, and the panie-
fraught effort of this financial power to maintain its
commereial dominion and extend its orgy of aceumn-
ulation, results in and explains the kaleidosecopic
changes and vacillations of international polities.

Capital suffered defeat in this first triumph of
Sovietism. Foiled in its attempt to control rich
Russia by force, it adopted the infamous ‘‘ecordon
sanitaire,”’ endeavored. to maintain its supremacy

by isolating Russia from the world. But the East

-was the only open sesame of the social forces of de-
veloped capital. Without the East those produetive
forces, demanding expansion, conld not be exereised.
There was the one source of supplies to stay the
march of industrial stagnation, dnd social destitu.
tion of war despoiled Europe; the one place in the
Sun where exploitation might have been carried on
for yet a little longer. But the blockade closed the
door in the face of opportunity. By isolating the
East, Western stagnation was intensified ; Ameriean
finance and exchange became impossible ; the Allies
of war became rivals in the new alignment of com-
merce—the very end and purpose of the Allies was
definitely blocked by their own blockade.

~ Now corhes the inevitable result, and Germany—
first of the Western nations—has started on the toil-

some steep of social regeneration. Th.? 501.'"'1 recon-
struction® of profit, of watchful waiting for oppor-
tunity, of class privilege and interest, beK‘.“D' at last
to yield to the pressure of social necessity. And
tha.t necessity must sueceed; and on the rising flood
of that.necessity will come the victory of proletar-
ian philosophy. Willing workers are aplenty,
means and material of production are abundant, eon-
sumers a mfghty multitude, and monopoly, like
the flaming sword of Eden, stands between them and
the maintenance of life, both individual and social.
Before such a combination, no privilege or class, or
profit ean long survive.

The ecapitalist press informs us that the latest
offspring of statecraft is a royalist bid for suprem-
acy. Haply it may. But the function of the capit-
alist press is to dissemble the news, and it fulfils the
function with an efficiéney uncanny in its versatile
cunning and duplicity. We know how it handled
Soviet Russia; the Great War: Democracy ; Iter-
national Labor. We know how it handles every sit-
uation in which the producers are vitally concerned.
‘We know further, that the conditions of Central
Europe are conditions of revolution, not of reform,
conditions where society and its necessities must
take precedence ovar dynasties and privilege. It is
significant that the industrial regions are in revolt,
that Republican troops are fighting, not royalists,
but Spartacans, and that the shouting is loud on
every subjeet, but the subject that lies nearest to the
heart of capital — the suppression of the working
class.

The buffoonery, the sophistry, the frenzy of the
ostrich press, is evidence of frustrated interest,—the
consternation of an effete ruling class, gazing on the
strange writing on the wall. Without Russia, and
without Germany ecapitalist civilization is doomed,

and with Russia, and with Germany, comes revoln-
tion. R.

NEWS PRINT.

RDINARILY, we manifest but a passing inter-

est when we read of rising prices, and the cer-
tain inconvenience that obtains in the intervening
period until readjustment takes place of prices re-
lative to that of the commodity immediately affect-
ed. But we are now shocked into a more than pass.
ing degree of interest by the skylarking anties of
the price of news-print which, in Vancouver, since
our last ia.aue has stepped up from 6%ec to 10¢ per
pound, with the promise of a stride forward to 14
cents as soon as our rather shaky financial strue-
ture betrays evidenece of ability to withstand an-
other application.

A recent court decision deereed that since news-
print is not a ‘‘domestic’’ commodity, government
regulations concerning prices do not apply to it.
The immediate affect of this is a wider market and
a consequent greater demand, and Canadian paper
manufacturers are free again to sell paper wherever
they can. The price of news-print in Seattle to-day
is 16 eents per pound, and the effect of the sudden
rise has proven disastrous to the life and well-being
of many U. 8. publications which, among intelligent
men and women anyhow, never will be missed. The
immediate effect upon us is that
our foreign rate,.which
20 for one dollar.
kindly take notice.

The conclusion of peace has allowed E
publishers a free hand to attempt (futput
pre-war basis, but while the consumption o
supply has nearly reached the volume the
the sources of supply of raw material have
been available to the present market .

Tl.le largest timber port in the world is Riga, on
the Baltic Sea, which has practically been a dead
port since 1914. Those markets for Paper which
were formerly supplied from the forests of the Baltic
aré now eating into supplies from other sources,
and the effeet of the blockade on Russia is felt
wherever the printed page is read.

we must increase
is now 16 issyes instead of
Our foreign subseribers will

uropean
upon a
f paper
n used,
not all

THE I L. p. CONFERENCE
Y a vote of 529 to 144, the 1. L. P, Conference at
Glasgow resolved to withdraw from the See.
ond International (Geneva),-and at the same time
rejected a motion to affiliate with the Third Inter.
national (Moscow), by 472 votes against 206, A

—

resolution for consultation, enquiries, gn4 sl
conference to be summoned by the
Party to draw up the basis of anothe
meantime called the Fourth w
529 votes.

Swigg Q.
r l“t"nllﬁ
as H‘lhpte.]_ Peesiy;

This desire to occupy a half way Soei
is characteristic of LL.P. nursery polit
leaving the wreck of the Second Inte
have followed the lead of most of the
tral agd Western Enrope, who, like t}wrn_«gh(..Q
experiencing internal discontent and 3 Prevaiy
uncertainty in the matter of Policy. The ineresc
class-consciousness and education AMONg the "'Ht
ers within organizations such as the | L. P, vig
is not class-conscious as a body,

alisy hong
Cs, md-.
Thiationy) 4

Parties of (n

must Necegy
lead to these vacillating policies 04 While e

evidence of disagreement exists within theiy
ranks as is shown by the vote recorded. ang whig
no doubt finds a parallel among the other pari
with whom they hope to confer, there surely oy
result no unity or common understanding

SECRETARIAL NOTES

Some surprise has been occasioned the Domisieg
Labor Party by the refusal of Winnipeg Low) ¢
the 8. P. of C. to co-operate with them in the Maa
itoba Provincial Elections to be conducted this s
mer. The D. L. P. evidently does not vet unde.
stand that we do not stand for the reform of any iy
stitution under capitalism—not even the criming
code. Our activities have always heen directed
wards the complete overthrow of capitalism, ol
to that end we have concentrated our attention gy
the education of our fe'lowmen who sre engage
in wealth produetion an.d who are exploited in the
process. Our eduecational policy is hased e ntindy
upon an explanation of the historical proces o
man’s development, and of the situation in which s
finds himself today, so that he may understand the
events with which he is immediately connected, asd
the underlying causes of their being. No partre
organization which devotes itself to what it ae
siders to be the proper readjustment of the ud
ends of capitalist entanglements can have aliass
with-us. Sometimes it is very hard to distingus
the difference between the right wing of labor, s
the left wing of the bourgecisic. The Domina
Labor Party oceupies what is to us an uninhabisb
house.

L - -

We are asked by Local Smithers to publish the
amounts reeceived towards the Socialist Hall baid
ing fund) there. Further donations will not be
fused, as some work is necessary to finish what hs
a'ready been done.

o L ] *

An enquiry is to hand from Blairmorc. Albeia
where the comrades propose organizing a locai #
that edueational work may be carried on syst®
atically.

* > L]

Our Here and Now column is greater in amousl
this issue than- last, but we are losing ground o
individual subscriptions. Comrades are requested %
see that renewals in their distriets are secured. D¢
trict lists will be supplied on request.

L & L ]

The price of news-print means the high cost o
living to the Western Olarion. Other papers. @
italist, labor and near-Socialist. earry unpicturesq
advertising matter that usually is as great a no>
ance as it is an eyesore o the reader, besides g
his patience in exploring the columns. We hav
been able to maintain the Clarion without the ‘m‘l:'
sion of these irritating blotehes, let us continue ¥
%0 maintain it.

- = &

A facetious wag suggests that the price of pew®

: : : £ naper cor
print is accounted for by the inflation of paper
rency,

HERE AND NOW.

Following, one dollar each — T. Wight. 'l" f
Cniels, J. Fraser, A. J, Kivi, @. M. Barrett, (.
Gale, J, Harrington, J. Turnbull, R. Norris, '!:m .
Evans, T. Hanwell, Alex. Shepherd, J. E. ];.I;n"~
Harris Bennett, F, H. James, A, Leopold, K mnﬂ:
J. J. Albers, J. Smith, M. Gordon, 8. F. White.
Grieder, R, P, Mackenzie, H. Schwartz, I. Areh
bald, M, Goudie, .

ollowing, two dollars each—Morgan Cassin. '1‘

- MeD., Joe Johnson, J. R. Wilkinson, Wm. Hart
All Emery., ir B

Following, $1.50 each—S8. Lowery, R. Sinclair
A. Walker, . |

Following, four dollars each—T. Feary, P
Connett, J. F. Maguire, R, Inglis. B, E. Polink®
$6: N. Booth, $5; H. C. Mitche'l, $2.50; Mrs. .\u::m:
son, $3; J, J. MacDonald, $5; W. Breeze, $1 ;r;}{
McEwan, 50 cents; A, B, Faulkner, $3. Total. 2!'
April to 10th May, inclusive, $90.50.
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Co-operative Societies and Revolution

petty bourgeois ideology. It is an attempt by
wetions of the working-class to mitigate some of the
evils of Capitalism as they affect themselves, by en-
rering into the fields of eapitalist manufacture and
trading on their own aecount. g

(‘o-operative trading isecapitalist trading, though
ge number of small shareholders are involved,
and both share capital and dividends are limited.

(‘o-operative trading, like all eapitalist trading,
has a corrupting tendency, and creates in the work-
ers engaged in it a bourgeois psychology and the em-
ployers’ spirit. Hence, it is not uncommon even to
find cases of gross sweating by co-operative societies,
«nd the general conditions of co-operative employees
differ little from those of employees in similar pri-
cate firms  As Co-operative trading is carried on
within the capitalist system, and Co-operatives are
compel'ed by their customers to sell at the market
rate. they could not remain solvent if they were to
raise the conditions of their employees much above
the general capitalist standard. As a matter of faet,
when profits beyond the assigned limit for dividend
are made, they are usually devoted, not to increasing
wages, but to reducing prices, or extending the scope
of the enterprise.

The corrupting influence of co-operative Capital-
ism is shown by the fact that co-operative employ-
ees have found it necessary to band themselves to-
gether in a specia' organization of their own, be-
cause the ordinary trade tinions are reluctant to
press co-operative committees to grant trade union
conditions, to their employees. The lockout of
members of the Amalgamated Union of Co-oper-
stive Employees by the Co-operatives last year is
a striking instance of the kinship between capital-
ist and Co-operative trading. Co-operative socie-
ties of producers, in which all the employees are
partners in the enterprise and take an equal share
of its profits, avoid many of the objectionable char.
acteristics of Capitalism, which are inevitably ae-
quired when the enterprise is owned by consumers
and sharcholders who do not work in it, but are

A l:i r
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HE (‘o-operative movement is a creation of ers has a tendency to separate these producers from

the mass of the proletariat, and to obscure their
realization of the class struggle,

As the basis of co-operative trading and manu-
facture is capitalist, the co-operative societies tend
to oppose the proletarian revolution. In Russia,
the Co-operative Societies took up an attitude of
bitter opposition to the Soviet power, and allowed
themselves to be jused for counter-revolutionary
ends by all sections of the bourgeoisie. ~When
the Co-operafive Bank was the only non-Soviet
bank remaining, it allowed itself to become a bul-
wark of counter-revolutionary forces. The Soviet
Government has striven to bring about the absorb-
tion of the co-eperatives into the general machin-
ery of the Co-operative State, and to strip them
of their power for evil.

The Allied Governments recognized the counter-
revo'utionary tendency of the co-operatives when
they offered te allow trading through them, and
not through the Soviet Government. The repre-
sentatives of the Russian co-operatives in London are
hostile to the Soviets. The intention of the Allies
was to re-establish private trading in Russia, and to
bolster up the power of the co-operatives in opposi-
tion to the Soviets.

British co-operatives possess extensive productive
and distributive machinery. If a clash should arise
between (‘ay;italism and a reformist Labor Govern-
ment, the co-operatives would probably use their
machinery in support of the Labor Government. But
the Co-operatives would either act against, or, at
the least, hold a'oof from a Proletarian Revolution,
until that Revolution had certainly conquered the
power of State, when the Co-optratives might possi-
bly offer their services to the revolutionary power
in order to stave off their own extinetion.

In a Communist society, the co-operatives, as they
now exist, could have no more than a temporary
place; all their shareholding dividend and private
trading apparatus must be swept away. The pro-
ductive and distributive industries in whieh the co-
operatives are concerned, must be carried on on the
same lines as other Socialised industries. The work-
ers in the industries now under the co-operatives
must have, under Communism, the same workers’
control that applies to workers in other industries.
—Workers’ Dreadnought (London), April 17, 1920.

The Old Story

.u the employers of thé producers. Nevertheless,
~ even the producers’ co-operatives cannot avoid be-
. ng modified by their eapitalist environment, and
must inevitably conform very largely to its condi-
" tions. Moreover, Co-operative trading by produe-
&
s
10t -
: FTER a ‘“‘fair and impartial trial,”’ before an
e upright judge, and an open-minded jury of
“equals,’’ eight men have been declared not only
lacking in rﬂipﬂ't to the majesty of law, but guilty
. of conspiracy to overthrow the order and authority
’f" of the existing regime. Which cayme upon us nei-
|~ ther with jolt nor surprise. In this charming age of
¢ m.p“““"t demoeracy how could the resu't be other-
e wise !
‘m The chief lesson of the affair is the old, old lesson
i of the social ignorance of the slave of his slavery.
It is this ignorance that is the fountainhead of gov-
; ernmental power, and its ethic of privilege, and
9 “'_h"“ that ignorance remains it is in vain that in-
dividuals “‘kiek against the pricks.”’ Social life
tonditions foster social discontent, thrust that dis-
content more cogently upon the social consciousness,
R Yet, at the same time wreak heavy vengeance upon
l;' Whoever gives voice to that discontent, and preaches

the erusade of the inevitable revolution.

8 To be spokemman for the proletariat is a doubt-
/ f"‘_h“nﬂr-m\d a certain risk. None the less, while
‘oclety is herded in slavery there will be spokesmen ;
] :;hllc life’s necessities are frustrated and denied,
nere must be spokesmen. For with the passage of
time, chags, deprivation and devastation must curl
‘Fe“l’ﬁlt and darker in slave society, and for the pre-
:;; ::ltm.n of its very existence, society must move,
and ‘:: t must tukct the onward step. But the on-
from .;p 18 revolution, ai.nce no apc‘iet‘y can progress
Wim( m;m to peace without substituting & new
law h:rf er, and no autoeracy, however stroug, no
ful '(‘“ wever drastie, and no force however power-
» ®an obviate its certainty.

je-
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But this movement is not caused, nor is it brought
about by individuals or by organizations. Nor is it
hindeped by them. It comes to pass because of the
forceful necessities generated by the mode of pro-
duection within society itself. Man and his organ-
izations are but the reflex of those social forces, the
media through which they react on socigdy. These
forces are the wider and aggregated products of
socia! evolution, and are quite unaffected by human
legislation, regardless of class and its desires. Still
this does not detract in any way from the worth and
work of those who blaze the trail. 'Rather does it
¢nhance their prestige, since knowing the conditions
of social change, they are yet great enough and vir-
ile enough to face the powers arrayed against them,
cognisant of the struggle ahead, and the uncertainty
of the movement behind.

Nevertheless, the social change cannot come until
the social potentialities of the system have been
completely developed. The world is now being in-
tensively combed over for capitalist opportunities,
and this combing process will help to stay the final
collapse of capitalism. While the productive forces
y supply society with semi-necessities, it would
can continue to exist, even amidst

car
seem that society
appalling misery and destitution.

Both bourgeoisie and proletariat are driven along,
they know not whither, by forces they do not com-
prehend. It is this misunderstanding, this impot-
ency of reasoning power, when confronted with
soci‘al sentiment, that enables the powers of reaction
to ride rough shod over the forces of progress,—
that permits repression to triumph over freedom,
that darkens the councils of proletarian interest,

WOMAN'’S EMANCIPATION

E have heard much lately regarding the female '

question. The bourgeois press in every civil-
ized country is exceedingly geferous in bestowing
bouquets on the fair sex and the part they have
played in the war. Whole columns have been taken
up eulogizing her heroism as a Red Cross nurse, and
what is more vital to the capitalist, her ability to
take man’s place in industry. In Englamf, some
vears previous to the outbreak of the little alterca-
tion between Germany ,and England| there was
quite a movement among a certain section of the
female element, well known as suffragettes, advo-
cating votes for women. Many were the taecties
these fanaties pursued, and many were the amusing
scenes that occurred when they came in contaet with
the myrmidons of the law. Under the martial lead-
ership of the astute Mrs. Pankhurst and her amaz-
onie progeny, they met defeat after defeat. At this
period, they were much of a nuisance to the master
class, and the press with its staff of crawling lick-
spittle artists, ever ready to pander to the needs of
the masters, reviled them on every occasion. Wom-
an’s place was in the home,, nursing kids and frying
mush for their gentle and loving husbands, to whdm
they belonged. Then came the quarrel; the suf-
fragettes immedjately buried the hatchet and like
the good petit-bourgeois they are, they formed pat-
riotic societies, war-baby homes, etc., in order to
help win the war. They stumped the country, de-
livering speeches to the crowds of assembled work-
ers, telling them to fight for their country. In the
course of time, as the man-power began to be de-
pleted, and the replenishing of gun fodder began to
assume an alarming aspect, they pointed out how
the girl could do her bit for the empire by follow-
ing out the doectrine of old Jehovah to his chosen
flock by being fruitful and multiplying. :

But this wasn’t all that woman could do. Men
being more urgent'y required elsewhere to do their
masters’ bidding, woman, was needed to take his
place as a producer, thereby relegsing the lucky or
unlucky male member (whiche’er you will), in order
that he could prove the truth or otherwise of that
old adage: ‘‘One Englishman is worth a half-dozen
Germans,” not to mention the uneountable number
of Frenchmen, ete. (Proletarians of other countries,
please note).

And now we hear that woman has proven herself.
No longer ig the home her place, no sir! She is even
better than her previous lord and master was at the
job, and therefore sheé must stay. What all the
ranting and tearing of the imbecile suffragettes
could not accomplish, peonomjic conditions ‘have
brought forth in full blossom. Woman has been
emanecipated from the hovel and few pots and pans
she called home. She is necessary today in the pro-
cess of commodity produection, and she’s got the vote.
All hail to freedom! But is she free? Far from it.

Instead of now relying upon the ‘husband’s wages
to keep the house going, she is obliged to compete
with him on the slave market.

The socialist has nothing to fear from the admis-
sion of women into industry on such a scale as it
bids fair to assume. We have been reviled long
enough with wanting to break up the home, yet me-
thinks there is very little home left even now for the
workers.

Capitalism stands condemned. It is hoist by its
own petard. The bonds of private ownership are
cracking. They must and will burst asunder.. Soe-
ialism will triumph and Marx will be vindicated of
all the vile calumnies heaped upon him by vermin
who never could nor never will be able to under-
stand him. So we invite both men and women to
pull for the shore, for the harbor lights are shining

brightly, and only on reaching its shores will woman
as we!l as man, be emancipated from the greatest
blight in history-—wage-slavery.. J. C

e

s e

and- clouds the social transition with the storming
fury of class conflict. By experience alone—and
that slowly—do we learn, and the social vision, and
social sentiment of freedom will only come with the
impending reconstruction of the social forces of pro-
ductio:m  Through chaos and confusion we are now
heading for that reconstruction, and from the ashen
plains of dire recessity will spring the new organiza-
tion of social sanity. R.
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Feudal Institutions

N my last article to the ‘‘Clarion’’ dealing with
the events occurring during man’s early career
we saw that the chief agents responsible for the

overthrow of primitive communism were the discov-
ery of agriculture, the domestication of animals and
the inauguration of human slavery. - The settling
down to town life organized on a political basis
brought into play other forces necessary to control
the antagonisms created by the free development
of private property. The State as a power of coer-
eion had to be installed to keep the lower orders in
their proper place. When the old order of things
had disappeared and the new machinery of law set
in motion, Greek and Roman institutions grew and
developed, raising the people to still greater efforts
and higher achievements. The floeks and herds of
domesticated animals were brought in close proxim-
ity to the town, to be fed on tame grasses and raised
to a higher standard of perfection. The demand
of the people to meet their inereased desires acceler-
ated the movements of the slave owners, The prin-
cipal means of production at this period being that
of Chattel slavery, the burden of-maintaining the
city populace fe!l principally upon the slave. The
products of slave labor were produced in large quan-
tities, enriching the property owners beyond the
power of their imagination. The leisure time pro-
vided by the institution of Chattel slavery presented
the opportunity for the study of art, science and
philosophy, and the rather inquisitive nature of the
Greek led him to indulge in the effort to solve the
riddle of the universe. Greece was the eradle of
crude philosophy and science, but the produets of
the Greek mind only lasted so long as outside inter-
ference of military prowess kept without her Athen-
ian walls. The Roman Patrician is more in har-
mony with the desire for power and the accumula-

tion of riches. THe leisure time of the ruling class
©of Rome was given more to the building up of a

large army and a military State. The perfection
of a military maehine, with the desire for the seizure
of more territory, moved the Roman rulers with
their armies towards Greece when they succeeded
in annexing the classical home of the ancient world.
The conquerors carried back to Rome the products
of Greek art and many of the Greek philosophers.

The success of Roman arms enriched the empire,
quickening the pace for greater ambitions for wider
fields to establish a market for the huge mass of
products produced by slaves. The Roman prov-
mces, flooded with Chattel slaves captured in war
were highly productive, producing llrge volumes of
luxuries that swelled the Patrician purse, thus ereat-
ing a band of drunken Epicures indulging in every
possible vice to satisfy their strange desires. Prinees
of note, armed with knives and daggers are recorded
to have visiteq the fields of slave owners, murder-
ing slaves for the mere pleasure of killing. In
the event of injury a freeman or slave had no re-
dress, but the offenders being of the higher orders
escaped with impunity, Roman judges gave no
quarter to those of inferior rank when brought be-
fore the court for disobedience. Roman law, not
unlike modern eapitalist law, was a conspiracy of
the rich against the poor. Violent eruptions devel-
oped within, owing to the degradation of the rich
and the oppression of slaves; this with other in-
equalities among the civil population, plunged the
Roman world into a period of retrogression. So
unbearable were the conditions foreed upon the
slaves, that open revolt threatened to engulf rich
and poor alike. \

During the Roman conquest peoples from many
quarters of the globe were brought under Roman
sublection, and following the suecess of Roman arms,
commerce and industry were developed, bettering
the condition of the conquered peoples in many
cases, but the flourishing period of Roman arms
reached its zenith when her producing class were
reduced to poverty. The wealth necessary to main-
tain a huge army taxed the farming class, bleeding
them almost to death, driving them in desperation

to abandon the land and flock into the cities, thus
creating the necessity for the state to plunder the
granaries of the conquered estates to feed her starv-
ing citizens. The great highways of commerce and
industrial progress now show signs of decay. Mar-
kets for slave products begin to flounder, shaking
the slave institutions to their very foundation. The
owners of large estates were in many instances eom-
pelléd to free their slaves. The release of the down-
trodden, despised and rejected human automatons
revived the idea of the lost communities. A revival
of the virtues of communism gripped the braims of
men that now begin to strive for the destruetion of
the advanced stage of human progress, to return to
the old period of barbarism. We have instances of
men in this modern age preaching the destruction of
the machine to return to the old system of petty
competition and handieraft production. Confliet
raged between the forees of progress and the forees
of reaction which ended in the extermination of mil-
lions of blind and reactionary communists.  The
reigns of Claudius, Calagula, and Nero were blotted
with the blood of the.victims of a bunch of fakir
disciples, leading the people along the pathway of
retrogression. Pliny, after the wholesale murder
of ancient working people, looked with compassion
upon the motherless and fatherless children running
hither and thither, naked and bleeding, homeless
and starving. A strong feeling of remorse erept
over the guilty conscience, and Pliny, in order to
save the children, erected the first charitable insti-
tution in human history, an institution that has been
a curse to human soeiety ever sinee its inanguration.

From now on the Roman Empire withered and
crumpled. The endless struggle internally, and the
continunous movement of arms to combat the inva-
sion of the barbarians of the North, brought the
Empire to ruin.

When the Roman slave-masters were relieved
from the obligation of caring for their slaves, the re-
sponsibility of maintaining the freemen rested with
the individual receiving his or her liberty. In many
cases the liberated slave remained on the estate of
his old master, paying so much for the use of the
land, thus fértilizing the nueleus of the Feudal
social system that must follow the system of Chattel
slavery.

The invasion of Italy began in the year 406 by the
Goths, and by the year 476, the Northern barbarian
tribes in great numbers rushed down upon Rome
and completely overcame the tottering Empire,
when General Odoacer was proclaimed King of the
old eapital.

The chiefs of the Germanie tribes were made Land
Barons; then again the land was subdivided by the
new lords among other successful warriors, but the
rank and*file of the people were freemen, serfs, and
slaves performing duties similar to those in use dur-
ing Chattel slavery.

From the village communities of Britain evolved
the Feudal system, but by a different process from
that of Central Burope. Those early communities
had their chiefs, but like the other members they
were under the dictatorship of the village counecil
of deacons. As those ancient communities were sub-
ject to invasion from other neighboring tribes, the
need arose for the erection of a castle with a high
tower built on the most conspicuous spot near the
village. This castle was enclosed in a huge enclos-
ure protected by water and a draw bridge. The
chief and his family were placed in the castle to be
on the watch from the tower and warn the villagers
of an approaching danger. The new residence de-
manded additional duties which necessitated a
change in the old custom of sélecting the chief an-
nually, consequently from this point the chief held
his position for life. The leisure time acquired was
given to study by the chief when all the cunning

of priestcraft and trickery of every description was
applied for self aggrandizement. After the Roman
invasion the village chiefs and Roman officials cun-

——

ningly devised schemes that deceived ¢y,
ers in making the chief’s position here
later date, with his hereditary positi
seized the castle with its enclosures g,
tifications in perpetuity. .

The chiefs being clothed in the roje ,
Lords appointed their king when titles of OWneng;
were granted to the successful manipulatorg wh;:
again the land would be divided ang s”},h‘.id;d
among the bravest of warriors. '

Feudalism now begins its carcer with 4 complets
set of institutions, religious and political, dits,
in degree from those adapted to
Chattel slavery .
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There is no question in anvone's mind that e e
has progressed greatly during the past few thogs
and years. This rapid progress, in the las analysis
is largely due to a certain seetion of SOCIEY possess.
ing leisure.  Of course this does not necessar's
mean that *‘leisure’’ alone is the main factor  Thew
are other factors which we have to take into eor
sideration. Before the days of slavery, the huma
race progressed very slowly comparatively spesk.
ing. There are certain individuals who elaim that
there was no progress during the days of primitive
communism. The invention of the bow and arrow
the discovery of fire, the invention of the eanoe
and other epoch-making inventions should be sl
ficient to convinece those seeptics.  But it must be
remembered that according to most authorities, the
human race existed under primitive communism for
over 100,000 years. Comparing that with the few
thousand years of slavery, we notice a huge differ
ence,

That difference is due as stated before to the
presence of a leisure class. When man is compellsd
to devote his entire time towards satisfying his
wants, he has very little time to devote to the liberal
arts, to analyzing effects, and searching for canses
“"Time is the room of human development ' (Marx’

With the advent of slavery, a certain section of
society was able to live withont working and thus
had a considerable amount of leisnre. Some mem:
bers of the ruling class devoted their time to sport
others to debauchery, while a few busied themselves
with Art, Musie, Science, ete.

Prof. Odin, of Sofia, in a rather comprehensive
work published many years ago proved beyond 3
shadow of doubt that 95 per cent. of the geniuses of
the past few hundred years were possessed by the
ruling class. The remaining 5 per cent. were eithr
proteges of the wealthy class, or those whose biog
raphies were unknown. He also showed that pra¢
tically all men of genius possessed a thorough edv
cation. How many workers ever see the inside of 3
university ?

After proving that practically all the scientists of
the ages were recruited from the ruling class, Pro

Odin asks the following question, which he is unable
to answer:

‘“What is the cause of this extraordinary supero™
ity, the more remarkable because rich young mé
having absolutely no need to think of the morro™
are only too muech . inclined to idleness or to _k‘“d"'
of activity direetly opposed to labors of the m"‘d"

The answer to his question can be found 1P
Veblen’s ‘' Theory of the Leisure Class.” Unfort"
nately Veblen hails from Boston, and to the averss®
worker his books are more or less masses of mes™
ingless words. Either Veblen must realize that h"
will have to ‘use simple language if he desires I
books to be read by the working elass, or the work:
ing class will only by a comprehensive stody of the
English language, be able to understand his “"“k':
The future alone will tell. Here is the passage the
made Veblen famous.

(Continued on page 7)
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/From My

Notebook

By H. M. Bartholomew.
ice that Clemenceau told the Secretary of the
Genera! Confederation of Labor the other

| not
F anch
(MR that :— 5
“] find your aspirations legitimate. In 1789 an unworthy
Cpihiye was W recked. Today, the middle classes have shewn
p clves incapable of rising to the level demanded by the
The moment has come for you to follow in due

oC« (\!41']
X [
s of succesion

"'l\n.l that Lord Northeliffe told an American in-

terviewer that :—

“Ae the result of my observations, 1 am convinced that the
king men will eventually control the Government, and by
. res will demand a changed England, an England that
il be as much a surprise to the presemt owners of capital as
o wmay be to the present owners of land”

These statements are true. A change is rapidly

coming. Capitalism will give place to the Soecial
§ . .monwealth. The predictions of Marx and En-
I« hased upon a scientifie analysis of the existing

gel

weonomic order are proving true. The seats of the
mighty are trembling.

This change can come, however, only when the
“present owners of capital’’ and the ‘‘present own-
ors of land’’ cease to be the possessors of the essen-
tials of wea'th produetion. I wonder if that is the
vsurprise’’ of which the Newspaper King speaks?

e & »

Did vou read the report of the Supreme Council
on the present economic situation? It lies before
me as 1 write these lines. I am informed that the
Supreme Council is composed of the supreme minds
of the world, and when I picked up this report I did
so with due respeet. But I might have saved my-
self the trouble.

The Supreme Council tells us that:—

“Since 1913 general wholesale prices have advanced 120 per
cent in the United States, 170 per cent. in Great Britain, and
W0 per cent. in France, Italy and Belgium.”

A little further they gravely inform us:

“Excessive profit making, known as profitcering, has re-
swited from the scarcity of goods” .

Dear me- What'h wonderful discovery! Eighteen
months has this Supreme Counci! begn investigating,
and they gravely inform us that there have been ex-
tensive profits- They will be telling us, after a
while, that high prices are due to high profits. But,
not yet, not yet!

The Supreme Supines recommend that:
“Not only the Governments of each country, but all those
engaged in the task of production, should encourage better

output, improved machinery and the climination of pro-
fteering ™

.‘\nd:

“Fach government should at once consider means for urg-
¥ upon its nationals, in every rank of life, the vital neces-
sty of suppressing extravagance.”

Dear reader, if T had been one of the Supreme
Couneil myself, and had been paid a high salary for
the purpose of fathering nonsense upon you, I am
sure I could not have hit upon anything so inde-

seribably silly as the above.
L ] ® ®

In the first place we are to produce more, use bet-
ter machinery, work longer hours of labor, eliminate
Waste—we must produce more wealth. When more
Wealth is produced we shall all be richer and better.

But wait a moment. Shall we? If we work our-
telves thin, if we pile wealth mountain high, have
¥ any guarantee that all this wealth will not be
diverted into the pockets of the possessors of land
sud capital?

'l'hm course we shall ‘‘eliminate profiteering.”
P is only one way to do that—by displacing
ma]:t% by Socialism...And until we so do, it
th ers little whether we produce much or little—
¢ great mass of the people will be poor.
e & o
dn'::t did you notice that we are not merely to pro-
X oﬁa::."‘-- bt.tt we are to eonsume less? Is not M
¢ of t;‘"R piece of economic nomsense? It reminds
raatine at learned professpr who wrote a learned
Spots 0‘ to prove that industrial crises are due to

B 0 the sun!
is t:ot lSt may be that this Supreme piece of Wisdom
conopyt Treme for me! The high intricacies of the

ics of the Supreme Council at Paris may be a

littie too much for my small brain! Because I would
like to know, if we are all to produce more and con-
sume less, who is going to emjoy the ever-growing
surplus of wealth?

Turning from the Supreme Stupidity of the Su-
preme Council to a little book written by Prof.
Goode, entitled ‘‘Bolshevism at Work,”” I read a
charming picture of the summer seat of the late

Grand Duke Sergius, outside Moscow, which has

been turned by the Soviet into a home of rest for the
workers of the eity.

“Where formerly were two people, waited on by an army
of servants, were now 150 people of all kinds enjoying a well-
carned rest, famous professors, and chauffeurs, high officials
and children, Soviet workmen and women, and the chair-
man of the co-operative machine for all Russia.

“The only title heard was “tovarishtch”—comrade—no mat-
ter to whom it applied, and this, though it strikes queerly
at first, ends by making its own appeal—it is so useful and
all-embracing. And a moment’s thought of the use formerly
made of the vast green fields between river bank and forest
opposite the terrace front of the house—Sergius used to send
for soldicrs, who had to march the 35 versts from Moscow to
parade here and relieve his boredom—with the chetrfulness
and joy around me, made me glad to have such a day with
others in one of the homes of rest of the Soviet Republic.’’

I read that the total war debt of the world
amounts to $160,000,000,000. Truly is the downfall
of Capitalism at hand.

PLATFORM

Socialist Party of
Canada

We, the Socialist Party of Canada, affirm our allegiance to, and
support of, the principws and programme of the revolutionary
working class.

Labor, applied to natural resources, produces all wealth. The
present economic system is based upon capitalist ownership of the
means of produciien, consequently, all the products of labor. be-
long to the capitalist clesa. The capitalist is, therefore, master;
the worker a slave.

R0 long as the capitalist class remains in possession of the reing
of government all the powers of the Btate will be used to protect
snd defend its property rights in the means of wealth production
and ita control of the product of laber.

The capitalist aystem to the capitalist an ever-swelling
stream of profits, and to worker, an ever-increasing measure of
misery and degradation,

The interest of the working class lies in setting itself free from
capitalist exploitation by the abolition of the wage system, under
which this exploitation, at the point of production, is cloaked. To
sccomplish this necessitates the transformation of capitalist pro-
perty in the meana of wealth production inte socially coatrelled
economic forces.

The irrespressible conflict of interest between the capitalist and
he worker necessarily expresses itself as o struggle for political su-
premacy. This is the Clase Struggle.

Therefore, we call ail workers to organise under the banmer of
the Socialist Party of Canada, with the object of conquering the
political powers, for the purpose of sotting up and enforcing the
economic programme of the working class, as follows:

1. The transformation, as rapidly as poasible, of capitalist
preperty in the means of wealth production (matural
resources, factories, mills, railroads, etc.) inte ocollee-
tive means of preduction,

2. The organization and management of iadustry by the
working class.

3. The establishment,’as speedily as possible, of produe-
tion for use imstead of production for profit.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM.
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{Continued from page 6)

““The ulterior norm to which appeal is taken is
the instinet of workmanship, which is an instinet
more fundamental, of more ancient prescription than
the propensity to predatory emulation. The latter
is but a special development of the instinet of work-
manship, a variant, relatively late and ephemeral
in spite of its great absolute antiquity. The emu-
lative predatory impulse or the instinet of sports-
manship, as it might well be called—is essentially
unstable in comparison with the primordial instinet
of workmanship out of which it has been developed
and differentiated.’’

What Veblen is trying to show is that inactivity
is painful. The pain resulting from inactivity is
called ennui. ‘‘While want is the scourge of the
lower class, ennui is the scourge of the upper class
and all the hope that is held out for the future is a
choice between the torments of hell and the ennui
of heaven.”” (Schopenhauer). The instinet of
workmanship, if it be no other form than fear of
the hell of ennui, is the great and unremitting spur
that drives and goads all men to action.

-The fact that the great majority of the men of
renown are members of the ruling class has been
used to disparage the intelligence of the working
class. Is this phenomenon due to a biological dif-
ference between the classes? Assuredly not-

Prof. Odin shows that in order to be a man of
renown, it is necessary to possess a thorough educa-
tion. A thorough education is out of reach of the
great mass of workers. Immediately after birth, the
child of the worker labors under a heavy handicap.
The failure of the worker to assimilate achievement
is due to his economie position in society. Society
has never and nowhere been so organized as to trans-
mit the knowledge of the past to more than a minute
fraction of its members.

¢¢Tt wag shown that about eleven times as many talented
persons belong to the wealthy or well-to-do classes as to the
poor or laboring classes, although the latter are about five
times as numerous as the former. The chances'of success
for the same degree of talent are fifty-five for the former
class to one of the latter. The extremes of course are
very much greater and for absolute poverty or uninterrupted
long hours the chance if success is necessarily zero no mat-
ter how great may be the native talent or genius. Indigence

" is an effective bar to achievement. On the other hand, the

resourses of society may be enormously increased by abol
ishing poverty, by reducing the hours of labor, and by mak-
ing all its members comfortable and seeure in their economic
relations. Any sacrifice that society might make in secur
ing these ends would be many times repaid by the actual
contributions that the few really talented among the hun-
dreds of thousands thus benefited would make to the social
welfare. For talent is distributed all through the great mass
in the same proportion as it exists in the much smaller well
to do wealthy class and the only reason why the latter con-

tribute more is because their economic condition affords
them opportunity,”

Lecter C. Ward (Applied Sociology), p. 228.

We therefore see that the real barrier to progress

is the division of society into elasses. Society can-

not make any real progress until classes are
abolished.

JOHN TYLER.

Labor Defence Fund

Send all money and make all cheques payable to
A. S. Wells, B. C. Federationist, Labor Temple, Van-
couver, B. C.

Collection agency for Alberta: A. Broatch, 1203
'Eighth Avenue East, Calgary, Alta.

Central Collection Ageney: J. Law, Secretary, De-
fence Fund, Room 1, 530 Main Street, Winnipeg,
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Reading and Reading -

F the mass of reading matter that comes before
O the individual with an enquiring turn of
mind, none is so co'dly and dispassionately scientific
as the work of socialistic writers.

The truth and logic contained therein immed-
iately stamps it as the product of eourageous minds.

These articles, stories, etc., shine from out the
conglomerate mass of piffle with which the read-
ing public is literally swamped, as the dazzling rays
of a powerful searchlight pierce the encireling
darkness.

Their brilliance penetrates and bites deep into
the hungry brain of the nauseated seeker after
knowledge. The world was never more in need
of these socialistic teachings than it is today, and
to thosg who are in search of truth, the writings of
these advanced thinkers come as cool water to a
thirsty, tired traveller.

They not only point out the vicious iniquities of
the present state of society, but with the weapon of
truth give the intelligent reader the key wherewith
to unlock the door ef his own mind, to enable him to
find the remedy for the many ills from which he as
an individual, and the rest of the world in general
are suffering.

It is undoubtedly correct to state that the aver-
age worker will not have truth thrust upon him.
A dollar for a sweepstake can be more easily ex-
tracted from the -average worker than a dollar for
a subseription to a journal of scientific socialism.

He cannot be blamed for this; the thoroughness
with which the hirelings of capitalism have done
their work is only too apparent.

Blame, however, ean be attached to those intel-
lectual prostitutes who sell their prineiple and
ability by writing the wretched drivel with which
the average worker is regaled. Under the capital-
ist system, no intelligent person will deny that
might dietates right, for under the calm scientific
analysis of a socialist, present day conditions prove
the truth of that statement.

Socialists have been and are being persecuted
and ridiculed by the very people they seek to bene-
fit, but they are not discouraged. They know that
ultimately, conditions will force people to recog-
nize the truth of what they write. They are always

ready and willing to point out the path along which

the earnest seeker after knowledge must travel.
Based on science the writings of socialists fully ex-
plain the cause of the present intolerable state of
existence, and by the same token prepare the reader
for the vast changes which will undoubtedly come
about in the future. '

What is of more importance than explaining the
cause of our misery! Socialist writers give us the
remedy. Their literature, pregnant with indisput-
able truths is placed before a suspicious and pois-
oned public many of whom have very limitm'l edu-
cation, which prevents them from viewing with an
unbiassed mind the many unpleasant truths brought
before them. Though bitter the medicine Ill\.lﬁt be
swallowed.

Man’s nature is such that he would much rather
be caressed than told his faults, hence his natural
dislike to the paper that tells him just what a fool
he is. Truth to the majority is never pleasant.

In the field of politics the average mdn has hith.
erto been too lazy to think. He preferred to allow
his newspaper to think for him, contenting himself
with being praised and petted, and finally enmesh-
ed in the tangle in which he now finds himself.
Hitherto, the power of the ecapitalist press has
scarcely been challenged. By first pandering to
the wishes of the masses, the press has been able
to create a weapon which it now uses to their dis-
adyantage ,and instead of having representative
government they have a government controlled by
a few big monopolies who in turn control the press.
press. A
It is this state of affairs which socialist writers
have the courage to expose. To adhere strietly to
socialist teachings requires a high standard of
courage, for very few writers have the moral
strength to withstand the economic pressure
brought to bear upon them.

Socialistic journalism attracts only the very cream
of the writing profession, which fact accounts for
the extremely high quality of the work, and the
consequent small .quantity. Socialist literature
and periodicals are the oases in the deserts of ignor-
ance, prejudice and corruption. Read them for
education. ’ G. P.

Reconstruction in Russia

The bourgeeis and Social-Demoecratic press never
tire of enlarging upon the economie ruin of Russia.
It wouid be foolish to assert that, after six years of
war, the blockade, the sabotage by the Intelluctuals
apd the passive resistance of the peasants, the in-
ternal economy of Russia could be in a flourishing
condition. . But it is necessary to inquire whether
the crisis is past and Russia is already on the road
to reconstruction, or whether the ruin—as her en-
mies maintain—proceeds apace. It would be a suf-
ficient answer to these charges to point out that a
State rushing headlong to ruin cannot have great
victorious armies from one end of the country to the
other, and this after more than two years’ exist-
ence! This would of itself be sufficient to prove
that production cannot be in such a parlous state as
the enemies of the Revolution would lave us believe.
But we desire to call attention to the following data
Just arrived from Russia as further proof of the
economic soundness of the Soviet Republie,

& _The Iron Industry,

The organization of the iron industry of
with its obsolete methods is being fcvzishl;h:askrl:];t
Two works are engaged in turning out rails—both
narrow and yvlde gauge—besides nails, wires, tele-
graph materia!, etc. In the repair works at the
same place ten to fifteen locomotives and 500 to 600
wagons are repaired every month.

By the re-conquest of the Urals, Russia

; alngo:t 8 monopoly of platinum produets, p’l‘(:)em
tories gre engaged on this work. The workers tech-

nical experts and engineers of Soviet Rnui:; have

brought production in this field to the highest point

of efﬁcxency in Europe. Soviet Russia can produce

platinum for all technical, medical and scientific

PiThe introduction of th s

. e in uetion o e ‘‘Communist Sa e
incplaces’ in which railway works are situated hyu
produced splendid results. From May 1st to June

1st, 1919, the output of locomotives rose by 4.1 per
cent. The entire number of locomotives under re-
pair or awaiting repair on May 1st was 525 per
cent, and on June 1st only 46.6 per cent.

The Baltie factory repaired two locomotives and
252 wagons, thereby carrying out 100 per cent. of
its programme. while the factory engaged in pre-
paring signals acecomplished 37 per cent. Equally
good results were obtained in the repair of ships and
river-go ag vessels.

Agricultural Machinery.

In Saratov, a new factory has been opened for
the manufacture of agricultural maechinery. The
monthly output of this cst‘ablishment is 112,000
machines.

Many more machines were supplied to the peas-
ants in the year 1918-19 than in the preceding one.
There were delivered 107,141 parts ploughs,
171,868 harrows, 1420 sowing machines, 479,000
scythes, 3,563 reaping machines, 2438 winnowing
machines ete. The output was more than double
that of the previous year. The Commission recent-
ly appointed by the government expects to have in
the near future 1,000 000 mowing-machines for sale.

We could add mual more dats of a similar na.
ture, bu} sufficient has been said to show that there
18 ne sign here of progressive decay. The facts
point te hard and succesful work ‘carried out under
great difficulties.

—Socialist Information Research Bureau (Seot-

llagt;(l)), 196 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, March 15,

CLARION MAINTENANCE FUND

J. Fraser, $1; R. Gooding, $1; J. Purnell, $1;: G
M. Barrett, $1; H. C. Mitchell, $1; Sympathiser, 30c ;

A. E. Faulkner, $2. Total, 27 : ;
inclusive, $7.20, otal, 27th April to 10th May

’

——

Smithers So_calisdHall.

The following donations have heey receiveq
wards the building fund :—Chas. Neil, $29. Ed Kto
nedy, $22; Jas. Carson, $20; Jas. Kotow, g)9. Men.
Yoke Long, $10; S. Carlson, $10; John Wander vy
A. McKenzie, $10; A. P. McCabe, $6; Ax]e A Gle;
son, $6; Tom Mace, $5; S. Neshudin, £, “N’-(‘}en“"'
ler, $5; W. S. H. 85 J. M., 5; 8. E, 85, F, no
$5; J. .\lg-('uish, $5; Lars Anderson, $5. J § .K g
Phil Mc(iettegan, $5: H. Fotherby, £5; Daye h"
£5; F. Richardson, $5; Jack Aldrich, $5. Fred ““ﬂrd,
$2; R. F. Allen, $2; D. B. and J. M., 84, B p. g
Gus Sycho, $2; Andy MeNaught, $1; I, K., 8
Geo. Smith, $1: H. Ponder, 50¢; D. E. Moors, g5
Shorty Davitt, $5; Fred Collins, $1;: W J § ¢ -;‘
Axle Peterson, $5; Martin Dahl, $2. John 'l,a,:,‘"
£1.75; R. Duff, $2; Frank Conway, $5. Geo. W n'
$£5; R. C. Mutch, $5; Peppercorn, $5; S. (;ri..m;l'gé'
Guy Farrow, $5; Pat McGettigan, 85; Mark Wi!'m.
$2; John Vick, $5; Dan MecLeod, £5. O, Lund.
berg, $5; Chris., $1.

Collections by Chas. Neil, Tie Camps.—A Fal
conér, $10; H. O. Johnson, $5; H. J. Johnson, b&',-.]‘
E. Hughes, $5; O, Nelson, £5: John MeGettigan .;g'
Joe Fisher, $£2; B. Hanson, $2: Robt. Berg, $2. L J‘
McKay, $1.50; A. W. Hutehinson, $1. J. F. Treg
blay, $1;: W. Bennett, $1; Mike O’Neil_$1. ¢ Larson
$1: H. Kinden, $1; E. Erson, $1; E. Olson, §1.J
M¢Donal, $1; Claude Wilson, $1; A Friend, §1. A
Wick, $1; Lars Brun; $1; H. J. Durea. $1: C. Lans
$1: E. G. Hardy, $1; Delmar Cassidy, 81 Jos Orss
kevich, #1; E. Brattan, $1; John Erickson, $1. Ayl
Soucher, $1: E. Nelson, $1; F. G. Olsen, $1. H ¥
Dualberg, $1; V. Lundgren, $1; W. Wolquoust, 1.
(. Vaulberg, $1; August Olson, $1; Sid Hawley, §1.
Victor Carlson, $1; Oscar Frausen, $1: John Dures
$1: Andrew Larson, $1; Pete Lingvall, $1.

There is quite a little work to be done in order to
complete the building, and further, donations msy
be sent to R. C. Muteh, Smithers, B. C. :

ALL VILLAINS -WERE WORKINGMEN!'

Ounly workingmen and women make life possible;
hut in spite of much talk about their usefulness to
society, they don’t inspire much respect. Indeed
one of the worst names in the language is, in its or
igin, a word that meant a workingman—a VIL
LAIN! Consult a dietionary and you will find &
villain means (although the word is spelled, vilein)
a forced laborer attached to an estate, a serf, & bond:
man, a peasant and, lastly, a KSAVE or SCOUN
DREL. Of course, villeinage takes us back to the
days of the Feudal System.

But why should a word that once simply meant
a serf or forced laborer, now have come to mesna
person who is base, vile, wicked, depraved and mean'
The answer is easy! As a villain was depressed
down to the position of the Brutes, no more educated
than they and, like them just one of the fixtures o
the land he naturally developed so many repulsive
vices that it was not possible to think of a vil'ain
without thinking of his repulsive eharacteristics. In
course of time the personal qualities swamped all
recollection of the man's working duties; then b
hold, its new meaning—a scoundrel! ‘
_ The modern workingman,—feared. hated, kept it
ignorance and looked on with contempt, has no more
come into his own than had his ancestor, the Serf
But history shows how class after class rose to power
At one period the kings, like the ex-Kaiser and the
late C2 r of Russia, were absolute ; then the Nobility
clipped their wings; next, the Capitalist Class, who
are the class in power today, got on top, and have %
mismanaged aifairs and abused their power that the
next class, the Working-Class, is everywhere in re
volt and preparing to assume management

_Says a famous Socialist writer—*‘ By degrees thert
rises out of the despised, maltreated, degraded
Working-class a historic power before which the
powers that be have begun to tremble. Thus, a New
! osophy, a class that grows daily in numbers,
' ecompactness, in consciousness of its mission,
intelligenee, and into an economic necessity.”’ AS
there is no class below the Working-class, they ¢
nnly Fise to power when they put an end to all eco™
+omic classes and make the whole nation one \\'ﬂj"f‘
ing-class. That is the MISSION of the WORKING
CLASS of which the author speaks, for theirs is th¢
noble task, in freeing themselves, to frec the whole
hqun race from the Brutish struggle for bare nece
saries.  Already wealth is socially produced bY
great factory.groups of workers, It is also th:l:r
mission to complete the process by socializing 1
DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH ..

‘i l‘rogn‘“

NOTIOE.

Donations to the Manitoba Provincial Electio®
Campaign Pund of Local (Winnipeg) No. 3, may b*
sent to B, Secretary, Dominion Exectti"
Committee, 401 Pender Street East, Vancouver, B0:
from whom collection cards may also be obtained
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