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Agricultural Resources

of Ontario

m

C. C. JAMES
DKPUTY MINISTER Or AGKICULTUKi;

Tin-; laiiil area of tin- I'rovimi' of Ontario is approxiniutdy

.'j(),(rt«) S(|iiari' niik-s, or 14(),(mm>,(M)o aires. This iloi-s

not iiK-liuK- till' a<l(lition pro]>osf(l to hv niatlf on ihf

north. From tlir niontli of thi- Albany Kivir on lames Hay to

IVli'i' Island in Lake ICrie. tin- distani-c is about :s<> mili-s; vvhili-

from the I'as.ern limit on the St. I.awrenee to the western limit

near Lake of the Woods, it is about i.cmm) miles. The southern limit

is just south of the 4Jiid i)arallel of latitiiile, aj)i)roximatinK' that of

Chiea^o. Its northern limit is beyond tlie .s-Mid parallel, whieli is

two decrees north of the Citv of Winnipeg'. H is larger than tlie nine

north Atlantic States by one thirl; larger than Maine, New Haiiip

shire. Vermont. New Vork, I'ennsvlvania and < )liio eombined.

For the present eonsideration of the aijricultural resources, this

Province may be divided into ttiree divisions, viz.;

1st. 'he old settled area (j^.ooo.uixi acres).

2nd. 1 he reccntU settle 1 ana ( i ..sno.ooo acres).

;,r(l. The unoccu])ied and onlv partially exi)lored area (i^.ihk),

ooo acres).

We shall consi.Ier these in order;

The rural assessed area of ( )iitari > aiuouiits to -'4.,so<'.o<)i> acres,

havin,i; increased in the past ten \ears by exactlv i.(m«i,ihm. acres.

This is made up as follows;

Acres cleared

Acres woodland

.\cres slashlaiid

Acres swaiuo, marsh or wasteland

I4,(KH),(MM)

5,3(H1,(H)<>

2,<MM),0<>0

;.<M)<),I>()<I

Taking,' out i.,s<>o,o<)o acres of nceiitlv occupied laud in scattered

areas, we have left 2,;,(mh),(m)() acres as forminsi tlie ana ol the old

settled portion of the Province.

If a line be drawn aloiiK the north shore of Lake Uunm. due east,

it will run a sliort distance north of Montreal. We have, therefore,

the old settled portion of the Pn)vince of Ontario forming a triangle;

the s;)Uth eastern si le of which is Lake F^rie, Lake Ontario ami the

River St. Lawrence; the western side. Lake Hun)n an ' Lake St,

1
••t!r-'^-*'



[-•I Agrieultural Rcsourci.'i of Ontario

Clair; and llu' iKnilurii <i le. llii- 4(>tli inrallrl, lakiiiK in lln' imrtli

slinrc nl l.aki Ihir.m. I.akt- Xijiissin^ ami tlif oilaua Uivir.

Not all III iliis triaiii,'U' i> aKiii nltnral Ian 1 Within it is tliv

lar^i' I'rovini.ial Park Uistrv aliim, AlKuiiqiiin Park. tuKitlur with a

c(insi(liral)lf ainoiMit ol laii'l lvin>; wist, soiilh ami lasl ol' it whiih is

ni"U suited to Innsirv than to ak'rivitltnrr. This old arva was

sittlid liv a inixi-d |).(|)iilaliiin IkIwii'II Ihc years 1785 and i.Sf>o.

Al'tiT till (liariiiK of tin- I'onst tlu- «r"winK of «rain natiirallv hicanif

till' ihiil iioinpatioii of ttii farimrs. (".radnally, liowi'Vir, live stock

win introdiKvd, an;l foUnwini; it. in tlu- rapid dividnjmiiiit. lanio

dairyini;. Down to iSijo Ihi' i)rodiiits of the fanners eonsisted to

a lar^e ixteiit of ^nim erops, with some dairv products and some

other animal prodiic's. As an oiiteonie however, of the McKinlev

larilT. which i)racti h prohibited the exi)orlation of barley, sheep,

'-UKS. horses, etc., 1. :he I'nited States, the aKricnltnre of Ontario

was forced, in self defence, into new lines; that is, to the ])rodnction

of more finished prodncts to be sold in the onl\ i^rvM market then

left to them, namely, that of (ireat Hrilain.

It • )ok some few vears to adjust methods to the new conditions.

By iSi)fi, liowi\er, a new aKricnltnral system lia<l been worked ont for

the larger ])ortioii of the Province. The resnlt of that change may be

seen in the followini; statement

:

I

I'KiiinerniN 111' <)\r.\Kiii I''.\kms.

i,S()(). n)'.>().

Wi^i'i Si J, ()()<>,(« 10 Sj7,^i)ii,<mm)

Hacon and Pork . .
lo.ouo.ono j j,,soo,o<m)

Cheese ((.ooi ),(««) 1 5,()()(),()i)'.

The above lal)le shows tl',at in three prodncts beef, cattle, hoRS

and ilairv cattle there has been a material increase. In other words,

inste.id of sellini,' the snil products in the form of KTiim. the Ontario

farmer of recent \cars has been sellillt; his |)rodncts in the form of

beef, bacon and cheese, with the resnlt that there is now in ojieration

in this ol 1 settled area an a.i,'ricnltnral ])ractice which tends to the

preservation of the fertility of the soil. In other words, that the

nauiral soil resources are bcin^' conserved.

riie followin;,' statiineiit allows the steady increase in the numbers

of live stock kept ni)on the farms of Ontario, the only noticeable

excei)lioii bcin. that in the case of sheep:

Horses I he number on the farms has increased from fn 1,241

in iSi)S, lo 6v),sSi in njo;;, to 72(1, 471 in 11)08.

I
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.
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.
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S«iiif I .(H(i.7>i7 in i>i)>. i,')77.;^'' in I'l";. i,>i'i.7'>( in nto^-

(•winy to llif ihutnalidii in ni.ukil rri(.(-» llu nnnilxr liail ilriippc 1

In III! u)< >7 l)\ -' >< >.' Ml)

I'onlliv in itn \iars luivr iiunasiil iruiii ii,m'<(,.'7; u> I-',-'Ss,''I ;

in nidS

Slucp shdw ,1 lallnin olT iVdiii i.'i77.'iii in l^|)^ In i,<n;.>")> in

lijiiS.

Wihi.sci' farm li\i' --link s ilil m slairjlildid i >')'>. S.'i).7 Si'.ihmi.

I ()( ifi, S<) 1 .,s* " '.* " w '

I lu' total \alnr ol' tin li\t ^loiU on tin lainis ul' tin i'loxiiRt-

shows an iiu-riaM- ikhii Sin "...ikio in i.si),-. to Si So >i 'oi n ( > in 1(107

In a !<litioii to ilu mi ri m w ilic \ aliir of llu' Hm- --toik. \\i- Iuim-

(.•oiris|: Miliil'-; iin'ii m Hn iliu 'i tlu' laiiiN, hnililin;;^ and

inipli'imiii i'lit lal valii. i '" !kt!\ in tln' l'ro\iiKi- was

Si)j ;,on(),o(i. ill . i^, in i<i' it w

l»tiiiii'4 tile last till \iars 1 lu rt 1.

and ini|ri \i inriit in tli< prodiu n.i

crops, wlii'.-li lias hicn aicoinoani' I

valiU' of laiiils (Uvottil I' siuli pui|

ditirniimd hy tin- ineriasini; -.alius

and till- inftriiiif may hi' fairh 'ira

(Kprtiiatid in soil l\rtilit\'. hin lias 1.

I)trn improxrd in soil ftrtiiit

1Wo imiiortant liius of work m,i

motion Willi the liandliiii; of Ian is will 1. 1

sidiTahU' anas nu rr or liss iiii'-rodiuti !

Dnriiii; tlu- Dast tlirto xtars a spii-ial lin

curriid 111 niKkr tin.' dirroti^li of llu' ()iila!

culture, in assisting; air! iiivoiira'.'in.i; faiuu!

'this is done throimli the latelv ireatel lUi

connection with tlii' .\L'ri.'iiltnral ColU'^^e 1 In

one Inintlred siirvi'vs on as mam dilTereiil laiiii

()ntari;. and prepared plans for the ('raiiue^i' r

brinj,' land into a tit state lor eiiltiv atioii 1 hi' <

to Ki\e such instrnetioii as nia\ lead farnurs

hitherto hem waste Ian I ( r land onl\ partialh

The other liiu of work is that of reforest)

farm lands. This, it should he understood, i--

contrast with tin- larj^e si lunie of forest reser\

-' - J .
" *.' MM).

Iieiii a \ii\ deeidi d iiurease

nils, vi ;et.il'les and speiial

\ m .1 Iiurease in the

\ .dues i.f course, ari'

odneed U|)on this land.

-iieli land has not been

! hail lliiiu and fei lili/inu,

•t. 1 to hen 111 eon

riien' are eon
1 ,

linage

li lieen

lln. Ill ..1 .\«ri

" h lull Is.

«• > in
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Cn.wii l.iiiils tliat luiM- Ihiii. aro luiii:;. or iiiav iii llif fiifri' liv l- i

iK-n-l "MI- I'nr a Irw v.ar^ past Itif I Ui.arlin.iit of v iiMil ,rr,

thruuKli its Inn-^lrv Hraiuli. In^ l>nii in ka\ c.tiiiK to ii' .ra'^i'

I'ariiurs lo plant tti< sc portions ..i tliiir larin-. wliiili an- liasi suitaltli'

lor Krain Krowiiis' or pasturi', an 1 plaii> arr in prfjiaratinii wliii 1. will

snpplv niatirial to the farnurs at a niiniiniini cost. lUri- and lluri-

thronk'liout till' rroviiui' tliiri- an- consiiKralilr anas wliiiii at onr

time carrii ! I'mv forv^ts. Tiust' fonsts haw Incii cut a\va\, the latiil

has lutn cro])pt<i luon- or Kss, ami wluii tlu- soil is of a very li^lit

nature, it ha-- run out lia\ in;.; sauil> stntilus whiili have had to be

al)an lolled as farm land, or wtiieh are now prodtieinu a very small

return 1 he Ontario I lepartnieiil of AKrienltnre has oommeiieed a

svslem of local innnicipal forest reserve-. The lands are l)ou,i,dit in

at verv low rati Where there are trees, these are hein;; carefullv

protected from liu and the runniu!,' of live stock, where there is little

or n> tree growth, seedling's will !k' set out from the Covernmeiit

mirseries. It is exDected that within .i few years blocks of inu.iicipal

forest reserves will he estahlislie 1 ill diJerent parts of the I'roviiux

varying in extent from live to tweiitv ihonsan ' cres each. Ii may

be found adxisable l.. take in even larger areas. Ij) to the present

time the 1-orestrv I'.raiicli of this I tepartmeiit has surveved and

examined about i.',s,<m"> acres of laii<l in the old settled portion of the

I'roviiue suitable for this purpose.

I'o sum ui). the ])resent tendency of the a^'ricnlture of this area is

to put back into forest !,'nt\viii';. land which has been over cropped, and

is now run down and unsuitable for agricultural purposes; to briny;

into ])roductiveness bv drainiui,', land which is now low lyinK and too

wet, and to develoi) still fiirlher upon the f.irins of the Province the

keeping of live stock a 1 the production of beef, bacon, butter, ilieese,

fruit and special crops; so tl, it it mav be considered as fairly con-

clusive that the ,i;eiu ral leiideiicv is towards the preservation and

conservation of the s.iil fertility in this area.

The second area is that of newlv settled lands lyinj; ill Northern

Ontario, but maiiiK on the south side of the liei',dit of land. Thesi'

are scattered; oiu block is in the Rainv River country adjoiniui; the

State of Miuiie-uta; another is in the vicinitv of Lake Temiskamin};;

others are aloii^ the north shore of Lake Uuron. etc. In these sections

aijriculturc as vet has onlv a divided interest, the settlers beini;

concerned jiartlv in the ])roductiou of lumber and i)uli) wood and

jiartlv in the cultivation of their ful Is. The soil is ipiite rich, and

the anil is to .iicoiiraLre settlers to introduce live stock at as earlv a
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|n riii'l ,is ;><is>.il)lf SI that lluif iiiav 1» ii" lUplitiMi <il llii- s 'il 1 lust-

ari'iis \vill ill till' aK>;ri'>ca<>' maki' almiit i.>i«i.ikk> aiTis

riu- lliinl aria is wliat is '^nuralh Wiiuvmi as ilic i;itat ila\ l>t-ll

111 Niirllurii t>iitari<i llif laiul In iliv ii'irih >> llu- liii^lii <il' Ian I is

(Iruiiiid 1)V a lar;;* iiiiiiil>ir ul ri\ trs lluwiir^ iiiln Janus If iv It lias

l)«tii imh parlialh txplort I Sm li rxplMtatiuns as iiavi- liiiii iiiadf

iiuliiatf 111 It al U.isi sixUm iiiillimi airts d laiul ari' In Ik- IuiiikI in

a I'oinpait ana nmniiiu i'.'>'t ini'l vtsi.ani »i>nlinnin« arruss tlu

honiidarv line intn tin ii rllurn part nl ( JiuIki- I'liix ila* lull

In ,'ins aliimi 4:1' niilis north of Toronto It r;iiis wis! Iiv nirtli to a

point almost <lm- iiortli of I'ort Arllu.r In \\i<llli it variis. it will

aviTaiH' prohahh un niilis At jirisint it is ii)\iri<! I)\ an -anlirokiii

spnuH' forist wliiili \v prodiiii- an inoriiioiis mioiint of pnlp wood

for tlio s«ttii'rs. rill' Tiran 1 rrniik Paiilii- yoiii- wisl from (jiul.c

cnttTS thishdt at tlu' honn larv lini\ insl al tin- iiorll >rii limit of Like

Ahitilii. A iVw mili- Wfst t,\ tliis it joins tlu- n 'rtlu rn tirmiims of the

Ti-miskamini; and Nortliirii ( tiilario Railwa- n Coiiiram-. appr.)\i

inuti'lv five- hundn-d miU-s nortii of roroiiti.: it tlun i-ontimii-s wisl

by nortli running almost tlin>ir;li tin- mi 1 ll- of this hi-lt f m .1 distaiu-e

of fonr hnndri- 1 milis.

Tlu- Ontario Diparlmiiil of A),'riiiiltnrr has l)i-,'i.n to ik-ar a

di-monslration farm on thi- T. .S: \. R ilway at i jinint al.onl

thirty mill's sontli of the- jniK-tion. Alna 1- siiiUrs a -^'oin^' in I

taking np lan-l as fast as railroad roiisiruilion i)ro< is. Tlu- ^lil

of till- i-ntire hi-lt is day. o\ i-rlaid hy a layi-r of vi-«i'tal)U' soil varying'

in thicknt-ss. I'oiir fifths of this dav hi-lt lii-s lu-twi-i-n tlu- 4Stli and

Soth parallel. It liis in tlu- saiiu- latiliidi- as soiitlurn Manitoha. Tin-

question that will tirst arise is as to wlu-tlur crops can he kt""" •'>

this belt. The fact that it is in the same latitnde as southern Manitoba

would lea'l to the condnsioii that, as far as snnli-,'lit is eoneerned,

crops can be Kfown. It is known also tiial first class garden crojis

have been j,'r<)wn for \iars at Hudson l.iv posts Ivin^' within or

a Ija-.-ent to this .irea. I'urther. samiiles of oats and wheat lu e

been brought to the Department ';r(nvn in this belt in kjoX. will in

ten miles of our denuiustration farm I'tu .lOiccrs of this Devartment

are (luite of tiie opinion that, with tlu- deariiu; of the lai' 1 an 1 such

drainage as would be iiecessarv on anv other farm land in Ontario,

this sjreat belt can be an 1 will be utilized for a,i,'ri-iiltural iiroduction.

It may not bi- a rival of the i)rairie countries for wheat iiroduction,

but it has all the indications of being able to carrv live stock in large

numbers. It has some advantage over i>rairie country in that it is

well wiMxled and well watered.

i--n
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