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EDUCATION.

THE COLLEGES OF CANADA.
1L,
The McGill University.
{ Caontinued from our last.)

In addition to the buildings we have described, the
members of the Faculty of Medecine hold a two story
brick house of plain exterior situated in Coté street. On
the ground floor there are two large rooms occupied as a
library, musenm and lecture room. Above, are dissecting
rooms and anatomical lecturc rooms. It is intended by
the University to acquire this building and to enlarge and
improve it to meet the increasing demands of the Faculty
for additional accommodation.”

There is no accommodation at present for the Faculty of
Law in any of the buildings belonging to the University ;
but its lectures are given in the court house. There is at
present no Faculty of Theology in existence.

The Faculty of Law consists of five professors. “The pre-
sent Dean is professor Abbott. The annuary of the Uni-
versity thus states the principles on which the courses are
framed: ¢« The officers of this Faculty have felt that the
Law of Lower Canada though in many of its details purely

local, retains as its leading characteristics the nuble and
imposing features of the civil law, and that the principles
established in the Roman jurisprudence, still form ‘he
groundwork of many of its dcpartnents. The lectures
therefore though prepared with especial reference to the
Law of Lower Canada have been as far as consistent wath
their primary object divested of any purely sectional char-
acter, and are made to inculcate such comprehensive prin-
ciples as form to a great extent the busis of cvery system of
jurisprudence. It is considered that this system will afford
students of the Laws of Tower Canada a better foundation
for their subsequent studics, and tend to give them a more
extended and compreheusive grasp of legal subjects, than a
course of instruction conducted solely with reference to local
Law ; while it is hoped, in view of the increased importance
which the study of the civil Law is every where assuming,
that the advantages offered, and the mode of education
adopted by this Faculty will open to it an extensive field of
usefulness. )

The complete course of study in this Faculty extends
over three years, but may be shortened to two years when
the student graduatesin the fourth year of his indentures.

Professor Aylwin lectures on public and constitutional
Law, and on criminal Law, 1" ¢ latter only to the students
of the third year. Drofessor Abbott lectures on obligations
and on the general principles of the Lavs of contracts, to the
students of the first year, on commercial contracts, age» =
bailments, partnerships, bills and notes and insurances, to
the students of the second year; on the Law of shipping, on
pleading and on practice, to the students of the third year.
Professor Torrance lectures on the rights of persons under
the Roman Law, to the students of the first year, on actions,
to those of the second year, and on internatioual Law, con-
flictof Lawss, corporations and evidence, to those of the third
year ; Professor Lafrenaye lectures on the origin and history
of the Laws of France, of England, and of Lower Canada,
to the students of the first year; on the bibliography of
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English Law, of French Law and of Canadian Law, to
those of the second year ; on leases, deposits, suretyships,
&e., to those of the third year ; and professor Laflamme on
the Law of real estate and customary Law, divided into
three courses for the three classes of students.

We believe that the whole of these courses have not as
yet been completed and that the lectures have not bLeen
hitherto so regularly given in the Faculty of Law as in the
Faculty of Medecine. The same thing may be said of the
Laval University, and it will always be the case, more or
less, s¢ long as these institutions will have to depend chiefly
on judges or gentlemen with a large practice at the bar for
filling their chairs.

Mr. Abbott, the
Dean of the Facul-
ty, is a gentleman
of great profession-
al attainments and
hitherto a purtner
of the present Jud-
ge Badgley. The
Honorable T. C.
Aylwin besides
having been one
of the most brilli- !~
art members ofthe ¢
Canadian Dbar, has
been most conspi-
cnous as a politi-
cian. He was, as
Solicitor General @
member of the two
Lafontaine - Bald-
win cabinets; and
during several yeats
while he represent-
ed successively the
county of Portnenf

and the city of X§\

Quebee in the Pro- 'Y

vincial Parliament, \\\ i :
he stood there us ‘%

Laval University are protestants, and of British origin : these
facts show that notwithstanding the desirc which exists on
both sides to keep the higher education separate, men of
different races and creeds, are to a certain extent indispen-
sable’to each others; and such occurrences, which are nu-
merous in our Community, ought to he an additional reason
for all parties to enltivate feelings of tolerance and of mutual
forhearance, if not from better motives, at all events, asa
lawyer would say, ex nccessitate ret.

As we have already stated, the faculty of Medecine has
from its’ commencement been a prosperous and important
department of the University. The thoroughness of its course
of studies has given it a high reputation, and so established
the value of its de-
grees that its certi-
ficates are received
by the University
of Londonand other
British Culleges. In
its last annual an-
nouncement, the
Faculty made the
following state-

ment:

¢In taking arctros-
pective view of s
past and present con-
dition, the Faculty of
medicine of McGill
College is renunded
that “twenty - eight
years have elapsed
riice 1 was first es-
tablished.  Its lectu-
rers were then the
only anthorized teach-
ers of medicine in
British  Nurth  Ame
rica. Previously 1o
incorporation with the
University they had
lent their services to
similar pursuits and
were assoviated foge-
ther ia The Moutreal
Medical Tastitunion,™
of which they were
i founders, and s, as
%i i an fndependent schoul
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LS ¢ i‘x i was continned for tive
one of the most = I“: 3 i yeites alter the date of
eloquent and indo- = B s e = ullé_’c,om\me;l}:c‘mcnt m

: : 3 el , T e S §24. Atthisinterest-
itable l.nem;b ersof - oo ing period, it counted
Her Majesty’s op- O = e g e but feur chairs and
position. He was these were himited to

appointed to the bench in 1848 and was called subsequently
to the Court of Appeals.

MM. Torrance, Laflamme and Lafrenaye are young men
of great talent and the latter is said to be one of the best
read persons in his profession, and peculiarly fitted for the
lectures on legal bibliography. Mr. Laflamme and Mr.
Lafrenaye are French Canadians,and give most of thei
lectures in French. About one half of the students in the
Faculty of Law are of Erench origin.

The reader must have already noticed that several of the
professors in the Facultics of Law and of Medecine in the

Practice of Medicine, Chemistry and Materia Medica, Midwifery,
Anatomy and Surgery. The two last named were subsequently
divided, and soon” Chemistry and Materia Medica were 1aught
separately, as also Anatomy, while Surgery was united to Midwil-
ery. In 1812 the latter connexion was severed, and each constitut~
ed un independent department. Threc years afterwards, Clinical
Medicine and Surgery, Institutes of Medicine, Medical Jurispru-
dence, and Botany were superadded ; aud wn the next sesston
Clinical Medicine was scparated from Clinical Surgery. And in
this position it is now, with a curriculum so adapted, that it can
afford a complete education in medicine to 1ts matriculants. Be-
ginning as the pioneer school in this province, varions adverse cit-
cumstances have had 10 be comended against 3 but, notwithstand-
ing these objectionable influences, increasmg encouragement has
continued to mark its progress.*?
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The Dean of the Faculty is professor A. I, Holmes, who
has held that position for many years, and was connected
with the University since its first establishment in 1823.
He is now the senior professor of the whole University, and
consequently the senior professor of the Universities of Ca-
nada. He was also, when few men gave attention to these
subjects, most influential in founding the Natural History
Society and promoting the study of that science.

Professor Holmes lectures on the theory and practice of
Medecine, including a full course of pathology. The other
professors of the Faculty are : Dr. Campbell on surgery, Dr.
Hall on midwifery and the diseases of women and children,
Dr. Frazer on the institutes of Medecine, Dr. Sutherland
on chemistry, Drs. Scott and Craik on anatomy, Dr. Wright
on materin medica, Dr. Howard on medical jurisprudence,
including texicology, insanity and medical police, and clin-
ical medecine, Dr.McCallum on clinical surgery. Students
are also required to follow one course of the classes of botany
and of zoology in the Faculty of Arts. The lectures of Drs.
McCallum and Howard are given at the Montreal General
Hospital twice in each week, and visits arc made daily tv
the Hospital by the students.

The professors are all gentlemen well known in the
Community and some of them are known by their contri-
butions to science. Dr. Hall has been for several years the
editor of a medical periodical and Drs. Wright and McCallun
are now publishing the Medical Chronicle a valuable review,
the sphere of utility of which is about to be extended by
the insertion of articles in the French language.

The tickets of the Faculty of Medecine are received by
the British Colleges and by those of the United States,
whose tickets under similar regulations, are hkewise receiv-
ed by McGill College.

The library consist of nearly 3,000 voluines, aunong which
are found not only the most valuable works for refercuce,
but recent standard works on all the departments of medical
literature, and moreover those elementary works which are
chiefly adapted for pupils, the use of which they are allowed
without charge.

The museum, besides the preparations (dry and wet) of
healthy and diseased structures, contains a considerable
number of artificial preparations in wax and composition
from the manufactories of Guy and Thibert of Paris. The
institution is also provided with an ice house and large and
well ventilated dissecting roonts.

(To be continued in our nezt.)

Pierre J. O. CHAUVEAV.

National Education in Eangland.

A subject of preat social importauce has lately occupied the at-
tention of the British Parliament. On the night of the 14th of
February, Sir J. Pakington moved in the House of Commons an
address to the Queen for the issue of a commission ¢ to enquure
into the present state of popuiar education in England, whether the
present system worked efficiently,” and to ¢ report what changes
are necessary, il any, to extend sound and cheap elementary ins~
truction to all classes of the people.”” In making this motion Sir J.
Pakington drew a sad picture of the ignorance prevalent among the

lower classes of Eagland®s population, Some of the facts mentioned
in evidence of this wewe 1emarkable.  The chaplain of the goal at
Preston, Lancashire, teported that fosty per cent of the inmates of
that place, not all criminals, were ixgnorant of the name of the world’s
Redeemer, and from sixty 0 seventy per cent, didd not know the
name of England’s present sovereign.” The result of all his mquiries
had convinced the speaker, * first, that thete wete large masses
in tlns country in a state of general kgnorance, which was deeply
to be famented : aud secondly, that in a considerable portion of the
country, whether varal districts or towns, there were either no schools
at all, or schools so ineftectual and =o ineflicient as to be totally in-
adequate for the purpose of national edueation.”

By a statement drawn up by the Secretary of the Educational
Board it appears that the per centage of children under ten years of
age attending school in England, which in 1850 was 37 and a fiac-
tion, n 1857 had fullen 10 27 and a fraction, a decrease occutring
every year, except in 1852. A schooi atlas, recently officially pre-
pared, comains & diagran showing the estimated per centage of
chiidren between seven and fourteen years of age attending school
in seventeen different countries, and England stands tenth upon the
list.  ‘The per cent. ge in Savony was withun a fraction of 1005 1u
New Englaud, 45 5 m Holland, 82, Next came Prassiu, Switsee-
fand, Denmark, Sweden and Norway, Belgium, Austria, Scotland
and England, with a per centage of only 45, These were facts
which justified him (Sir J. Packington) in asking lor an inquiry
into the causes of our back wardness, and the remedies which ought
to be applied.  As representatives of the people they were hound
to addiess themselves to a state of things sv hittle creditable 10 Eng-
land, and 10 endeavour to raise her inthis respect, not merely o a
par with other countries, but with other parts of Her Majesty’s do-
minions. Scotland stood far above England in this respeet. e
recotlected the noble lord the member for London stating ina former
debate that o Scoteh clergyman had told him that there was not «
child in his parish seven years old who conld not read. fn Canada
there was an udmirable system of education in existence, and the
Australian colonies were most anxiously endeavouring to establish
a sound system which should reach all parts of the population. He
was sorry to be obliged to think that Parhlament took less :nterest
in this question than any other part of the commumty. Out of dvors
the promoters of education, though not noisy agitators, were : -
merous and zealons body, and the subject” eveited great interest
among extensive and important classes of the commumty. i proof
of this he might refer to the conference which wis helid an London
last summer, under the presidency of the Prince Consort.  Thut
conference was held specially to consider the early age at which
children left school, and the remedies that were to be devised. For
three days, during which that coeference lasted, he never saw a
greater display of interest than was evinced by the intellizent men
rom all parts of the country who attended . As another proof of
the large and extended interest which was taken i the matter, he
might refer 1o the large and important meeting which was held a
few mouths since in Binminghawm, under the presidency of Lord
Brougham, for the establ:shiment of an assaciation for the advance-
ment of social science. He begged to remind the House that a very
loug time had elapsed since an extensive inguiry of that nawre had
been made, In 18IS Lord Brougham, whese zealous services in
this cause they all honoured (cheers). and none more heartily thau
hitnself, obtained the appointment of a committee, which was the
foundation of & commisston on the subject. The next inquiry was
in 1834-3, and that was followed by another inquiry n 183§, on
the motion of the hon. member for Shrewsbury. But that last
inquiry was of a very limited character, as it related merely 1o the
state of education among the laboring classes of our large towns. It
was followed by the establishment in the year 1830, of the Com-
mittee of Council, in which his noble friend the member for London
had so Jarge 2 share.  That was 20 years ago. Since then there
had been no inquiry, with the exception of that which was made
on the subject of the Manchester and Salford Education Bill, and
which was linited to the state of education among the laboring
classes in those towns.  (Lord Stauley seconded the motion.) Mr.
W. J. Fox in the conrse of his remarks said it had been assumed
that educa jon in this country was in  very progressive and satis-
factory state.  In that opinion he could not agree. (Cheers.) The
facts were, indeed, very strong the other way. It was suid that
one child in nine was being cducated, while 10 years ago the pro-
portion was 1 in 17. But in this calculation the grawth of the popu-
lation and the proportion of the educated to the non-educated of the
school age were entirely left out. The question was how many
persons there were of the school age, how many were receiving
education, and how many were uneducated. He found, upon exa-
mination of the latest ctatistical returns, that there was a lurger
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number of children of the school age who wero neither at school
nor at work than in any previous returns. (IHear.) It was taken for
granted that the secalar system precluded the religious training of
the pupils, but he chatlenged any hon. member to name any secu'ar
sehool of which this assestion could truly be made. The present
educationai machinery was a mongrel system of State inmerierence
and voluntary subscription.  They weie told they must not be in a
harry, but he thought that the friends of education had shown con-
siderable patience. In the colony of Canada, schoals of vecent estab-
lishment had been scattered over the country, in which the use of
Seripture wa. voluntary, and it was now the boast of the Canadians
that Education in that country wag more extensive than in sume of
the American States that were foremost in the possession of a
system of education. (Hear, hear.) He knew of no one to whom
the friends of education were more indebted than to the right hon,
gentleman (Sir J. Pakington) who had brought this subject forward
to night (cheers)—whose Bill, introduced two or three years ago,
was one of the most acceptable ever produced, and who had
distinguished himself by his atendance at varons societies with
the view of enlightening the public on this subject. (Cheers.) The
tight hon. gentleman had proposed this commission, not te recom-
mend his own theoties or to endorse hus own opmions, but to
investigate the whole subject with calinness, to say what was being
done, what was wanting, and what means would be best adapted
to supply those wants (cheers.)

Mr. Adderley thought they asked what it was which hindered the
sproad of education among the poorer classes ? Why it was that
their employers did not appreciate education.  If public money had
been given 1o the employers, to induce them to cucourage educa-
tion, then all that the right hon. gemleman desired would have
fullowed. If employers conld be got todemand educated fabourers,
then tho grave difficulty in the way of the spread of education
would be got rid of.

Mr. Cowper, vice-president of the committee of education, thought
the great hindrance to the spread of education appeared to be, not
in the deficiency of educational supply, but in the unwillmaness of
persons 10 make use of it; and he thonght, therefore, that an
inquiry into the habits, the circamstances, and the characters of the
children of the working ciasses, and in‘o the causes which prevent-
ed them from using to the full those advantages which were
provider! for them, “would be most useful. He would ask what
was meant by the present system of education? It ieant that old
system of clementary instructton which had been founded by the
wisdom of our forefathers, wiuch had sprung out of the opinions,
habits, and feelings of the Enghish people, which had received a
vigorous impulse in the present century from our various religions
denominations, and which had attained its newest development
from the minutes of council instituted by lord John Rnssell—a sys-
tem based on the long-established principle that an elementary
school for the children of the poorer classes sas a necessary part of
the machinery of a parish or of 2 religious ¢ agregation, combined
with the further principle which had more recently gained ground—
that it was the duty of the State to provide the means of educating
those childeen in all that would be useful to them in ordinary life,
and of teaching them ther duty alike to Goa and man. (Hear, hear.)
That system had many defects.  Yn some respects it was inferior to
the continental systems. But there could be little foubt thm it was
better suited to the Eunglish people than the German systen ; that
it was in faet, asvel¥ suited to the Englizh people asthe German
system was to the German people. (Hear, hear. At presem the
tights of English parents were so sc.upulously respected that they
were allowed not only to choose the school to which they would
send their children, but to refuse, if they pleased, to send them
auywhere.  He did not believe, therefore, that there would be any
utility in the comniissioners mquiring nto the question whether
there should be a power given, as in Germauy, to compel parents
w send their children to school.  The proposed inquiry was to be
directed to the question whether the present system was sulficient
for its object. "That might be construed 1o mean, whether the Par-
liamentary yrants distributed under the minutes of counci) had at-
tained theirobject  Now, the first set ol nunates stated that the
grants were intended to promote the general improvement of educa-
tton—first, by improving the buildings ; second, by mising the
standard of the masiers sthird, by tie cmployment of pupil teachers;
and fourthy by the improvement of the books. Investigation mto
those poi.ts could hardly now be required. The regulations under
which the arants were applied, secured that for every shulling given
Irom the public purse 23, must be subscribed by voluntary agency.
Those who complained of the red-tapeism and ngidness with which
the giants were distributed should vemember that a relaxation of the
condstions would weaken the stimulus now afforded to private €x-

ertions. The grants were not designed to supersede thoso private
exertions, but to supplement and to encourage them, as well as to
obtain a marked improvement in the quality of the teacling. The
two great hindrances to the general spread of eduvation wero the
early age at which the children now left the schools and the irre.
eularity of their atlendance—cvils attnbutable to the indifterouce
of their parents. These impediments existed not in this country
only, but in Frauce, where, the attendance not being compulsory,
there were 350,000 children who did not go t¢ school at all, and'a
vast number who went only two or three %]ays a week, or for only
half the year. So urgent and permanent were the demands for
children’s labour that he despaired of seeing any measure adopted
that would induce the working classes to T{eep their children at
school long enough to acquire 2 complete education.  Attention
ought not 10 be oo much concentrated on the primary schools. It
wonld be sad to think that the beginning and end of the education
of the children of the working clsses must take place in those
sthonls, A foundation only could be lad there. ‘The children of
the poor would never be properly instructed until the schools were
wdapted to their circumstances, It was while these young persons
were earning their daily bread that they could hope to enable them
to follow up the consnencement they had made in the elementary
schools. Happily, m various paits ol the country great efforts were
being made to establish evening schools, and the Privy Council had
not neglected that important subject.  They now gave gratuities to
teachers employed only in the evening, and who did not adopt
education generally as a profession. They had also been extending
grants for giving aid to sehoolmasters who devoted themselves to
the visiting of night schools and other seminaries connected with
mechanes? institutions and similar orsanizations., There was not, in
his opinion, a nobler field for the exertions of benevolent and philan-
throphic individualsat the present tune than that in which they could
render services as volunteers in opemng schools for advlt persons.
(Hear.) They had in the metropolis some remarkable instances of the
sueeess of schools of that kind, and in those schools in which the
suecess had been greatest it had depended on two conditions—first,
a careful classification of the students, sothat the young shoutd not
e mixed with the old, or the more advanced with the less advanc-
ed 5 and, seeadly, a proper selection of the topics of instruction
which were those that the class of persons frequenting the schools
were the most desirous of being instructed in. In connexton with
King’s College, London, there were some evening schools, and
there the professors left it to the stndents to select the subjects of
instruction for themselves. A class so constituted had been formed,
and it had answered admirably. The subjects most in request
among the students in it had been French, Latin, and others in
which the House would scarcely at first have suppssed the class of
persons in attendance wounld have any great desire to be instructed.
The Working Men’s College, in Loudon, had also met with great
success.  That, indeed, was a meaus of instruction from which he
hoped great things. (Hear, hear.) The Privy Council had not
neglected another point—namely, industriad training both for boys
and girls, which had met with every encouragement. A complamnt
which was frequently made, that girls in schools were not sufii-
ciently taught needlewotk and domestic economy, the Privy Coun-
il had endeavoured to remedy by requinng that every girl before
becoming a pupil teacher should be examined in those branches.
He (Mr. Cowper) found the returns for last year showed that wihile
there was schoolaccommodation for §70,000. the average attandance
did not oveecd 570,000. He believed education owed almostall its
force and support to the religious bodies and to the Government of
the country. ~ The great bulk ol the owners of property and of the
middle classes, he feared, did not appreciate education to the extent
that these persons «lid who were actively employed in carrying iton.
Mr. Henley said he had privately asked his right hon. friend
(Sir J. Pakington) if he would consent to limit his mquiry to the
two great matters wlich most pressed upon the House, about which
all wanted 10 obtain information, and to which all desired to apply
a remedy.  What were those two questions 2 One had been stated
very fairly by the opposite name of ¢ the half-time srscm.” The
larger view of it was to ascertain why children left school at so carly
an_age, and to ecundeavonr to apply the best remedy to the
evil. ~ He (Mr. Henley) would agree to mnquire into that, for it was
a most important subject, and one of great difficuity. The other
point was of still greater consequence. They wll knew—take this
town for example, with its vast population—that an innnense num-
berof children never went to school, and never went to work.
These were the most destitute part of the juvenile population, and
they required the attention of the House in the first instance.  No
inquiry had yet been able to find out the cause of a fact which
everybody knew and everybody lamented. The object of the right
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hon. baronet and also of the noble lord (J. Russell) was to get a
rate for education. It was due to the noble lord (J. Russell,) whose
efforts in the cause every one must appreciate, ‘o say that in every
one of his motions upon the subject, whether Wil or resolution, he
had always adopted the principle of at Jeast requinugthe Bible to be
read in schools. The schoolmaster ought to be an earnest man,
who woukl omit no opportunity of enforcing and llustrating the
principles and doctrines which he taught. If children did he; if
they stole, and children would steal ; 1t they were crabbed aud illna-
tured one towards another, they ought to be told that they should
not do these things, beeause the first two were against the commands
of their God, and 1o be kindly, affectionate, and forbearing one 1o
another, to do unto others as'they would be done by, was the com-
mand of their Saviour. (Hear.) These were things which might
uceur in a school every hour and every minute, and you could not
enforce what you taught without putting this moral teaching on its
proper foundation, without bringing then and there before the
child:en the great truths of the Bible.

Lord J. Russell.—I have, however, been so often disappuinted in
expectations that this House, and people generally, would agiee to
?roposals for the promotion of education that, although disapporited,

am not surprised at the opposition which has been raised. When a
proposal was made by lord Brougham, who has always been actsve
and zealous in the cause of education, to inquire into the chaiitable
trusts, there was an immense quantity of political opposition, and
every sort of imputation was castupon him as if he was going torob
those tiusts of their property. Again, whenin 1839, I, in concert with
Lord Lansdowne, proposed the sclieme of the Committee of Council,
we were met with the greatest opposition in this House, and the first
grant was ouly carried, after a long debute, by a mayority of two, [
now find the hon. gentleman who spoke with much ability at the
commencement of this discussion founding himself upon the minutes
of Council, declaring how excellent that system is, and begging ns
not to disturb its progress, but to rely npon its eflicacy. 1t 1s a con-
solation to those who make advances in the face of much opposition
to find many years afterwards that what was at first denounced as
peritous and injurious becomes very soon an established part of our
system, which it is reckoned the duty of every true Conservative to
suppoit and maintain. (Hewr, hear.) Agam, the minuntes of 1816,
when first promulgated, met with great opposition thronghout the
country, and petitions in great numbers were presented against them,
(Hear, hear.) The last change which I had the pleasure of makmng
in conjunction with my nght hen. fricnd the meber for Oxford
University, (Mr. Gladstone) then Chancellor of the Exchequer—
viz, that which established capitation grants—was not so much
opposed, but it has not hitherto been carried to the extent that is
necessary in order to promote generally the cause of education.
(Hear, hear,) Let me remark, as the foundation of the motion of
the right hon. baronet, that some gentlemen have entirely mistaken
the present system. They seem to suppose that the inspectors are
%ersous who inspect the whole cducation of the country. The Vice-

resident of the Committee of Council has told you that there are
about 570,000 children receiving education in these schools, while,
according to the report of Mr. Horace Maun, which is the latest we
have on the subject, but which is at the same ume very general,
there are 2,000,000 of persons Detween 5 and 15 receiving education
at school. But, besides that, Mr. Mann states that the aie about
1,000,000 who are at work and who do not go to school. He makes
another allowance for a certain nwnberof children who are out pic-
king pockets and thieving in the streets, and who, he says, cannot
be expected to attend school while thus engaged. (A laugh.) Agam,
he reckons a number who are neither at work or atschool 3 making
altogether somewhere about 4,000,000 children, of whom, as far as
the Tteports of the inspectors are concerned, we kuow nothing.
(Hear, Lear.) The right hon. geutleman wiw spoke last objects,
as it scems to me somewhat inconsistently, to the proposed inquiry.
He said in the Jatter part of his speech that children are apt 10 he
and steal, and that they should be taught not 10 lie or steal be-
cause it is contrary to lfxc commands of God. I quite agree with
him, but why? If that is to be taught to the children who attend
school, is it not to be taught to those who are running about the
streets and who do not go toschool 2 (Ifear.) Is it an advantage
or is it not, that the children of this country should receive u reli-
gious, a moral, and a secular education ? I'believe it is an advant-
age, Some gentlemen deny that it is an advantage. With regard to
them there is an end of the question, and I cannot dispute it. There
are 4,000,000 or 5.000,000 children in want of education. The
present system extends to oniy 570,000. Why is it restricted to that
number? The answer is easy. It was proposed to assist by grants
the means of those who were willing to build schools and carry
them on, but who could not themseives provide all the resources

necessary for that purpose.  The hope was that the establishment
of these schools would lead by esamgle to the establishment of
others, and that thus the system nught spread, It was very much
m the nature of an experment, and it remained to be seen whether
that eatenston of education took place rapdly and generally, or
whether it was o slow and paitial process. The system has {)cen
now i operation {or about 18 years, and 1 must say that, though
with regard to those children who are under education 1t has been
very successful, 1t has not spread so rapudly or so extensively as
could have been wished. Let me ask, then, what is to be done ?
You wie not makmg any very great progress, because, I believe, if
any one will Jook at the amount and increase of the grants, und
then ook at the inerease of the number of children, he will find
that at least the 70,000 who have been added recently to the list of
scholats are receiving grants from the State to a much larger pro-
portiouate amount in money than the 500,000 who first recetved the

enetits of the system.  (Ilear, hear.) 1t that is the case, [ think
it s deserving of inquiry how the system can be beneficially ex-
tended. 1 can concerve many ways in which it might be benefi-
cially extended. For example, [ believe that in many cases the
clergy of the estabhshed chureh, as well as the ministers of dissent-
mg denominations, would be willing with their congregations to
contribute to 2 certain amount, not, pzihaps, complying with all
the conditious of the committee of Privy Council, but” yet making
better zehools than now evst. Would not that be a desirable object
(Mear, hear.) [ beheve we have greatly improved the quality of
education, but we onght not to lose sight of quantity, and if we find
m certa distniets edueations making nn progress, 1= it not desirable
to exanune whether, Ly restricted grants and less stringent condi-
tions, we may ot be able to extend the present system? (Hear,
hear) A bishop of the established church has told me that ke
tinnks much imght be done, aud he pointed out to me that there
were whole distriets in lus diocese in which there were no schools
of any value whatever. (Hear, hear.) [ have heard others who
have great practical expenence say that while in their own places
there were schools very well conducted, that the grants of the Privy
Councii were not only =utficient bat were munificent, you might go
tor 10 or 12 miles from their parishes and not find a single locality
m which a valuable school existed.-  You cannot at present inquire
o these facts; your inspectors canunot tefl you anything about
them. Is it not worth while then to have an inveshgation which
shall suform you as to the actual staie of things ? (Hear, hear.) The
night hon, Mr. Henley has waly sad that in any plin of education
which 1 have proposed I have always insisted upon at leasta know-
ledge of the Bible bemyg communicited to the children, T think it
woultd be a very great mislortnne i, in order 10 smooth over difficut-
ties and put an end to jarring among different sectaries, any system
of secular education were estabhshed by which religion should not
be made the touundation of the instruction to be imparted in the
schools. (llear, hear.) T cannot but thunk that mere secular edu-
cation wouid be regaided in this country  no other light than us
buing adverse to the Bible.  (Hear, hear.) The people of England
may, however, in my opinion, without adopting avy such scheme,
or mdeed any very general scheme, be induced 1o extend that sys-
tem of education which is already in force. It is said that the ap-
pointment of a coomnission would be productive of considerable ex-
pense. I wmay, however, remark that, as we have been told this
eveniug 600,000, are annually spent for educational purposes, we
may very legitimately endeavour, by means of the labowr of the
proposed commission, 10 ascertun whetherthat sum might net Le so
managed as to go further than it now does in the extension of edu-
cation in thus country.  (Hear, hear.) I am, then, of opinon that
if this motion be carned 2 very considerable object will be effected.
It binds us to no particular system of education, while it lays the
groundwork of future nnprovement.  We possess in tlns country the
westimable advantage whicii the people enjoy in_being at liberty
to read at their schools the great works of our English authors.
They are brought up in habits of liberty suitalije to our constitution.
No compulsory action could produce anything like the advautages
which resuit from that freedom, and T for one cannot give my assent
to any scheme which wonld tend to deprive them of its happy in-
fluence. (Cheers.)

Sic J. Pakington, with the Jeave of the House, then withdrew his
orniginal motion, and proposed another in the followmng terms :—
«That an humble address be presented to Her Majesty, that she
will be graciously pleased to issue a commission to nquire into the
present state of popular education in England, and to consider and
report what measures, if any, are require3 for the extension of sound
and cheap clementary instruction inall classes of the community.”

The House divided, when there were—Ayes, 110. Noes, 49.

Majority for the motion, 61.



JOURNAL OF

54

EDUCATION

o e +— = e T - =

'The Lord Advocate on Lducation.

On thursday night an eduecational soiree was held inthe Assembliy
Rooms, Leith, inconnection with the completion of an infant school,
and other additions to the school, Duncan Place, Links. The Rev.
Mr, Thorburn, presided. .

The Lorn Abvocats, said—I felt when requested to attend this

meeting that although it did present some topics of o controversial
nature which pehaps would not be altogether suited to the position
which I hold, it was impossible for me to refuse an invitation to a
meeting of :n?' constituents in Leith which had for its object the
rogress of educaton, and to discuss and , if possible, come to
sarmony on those great principles npon which nauonal education
should be founded. 1 have taken a small share of the burden of
these controversies. ‘I'he path, nnquestionably, 1s not one without
its thorns, ‘The labour no doubt of breaking up the untrodden ground
has been considerable, and will be so 3 but 1 am quite satisfied that
whether it is to be brought at once under the husbandry of useful
efforts, or whether it is to lie fallow for a while, the time is not far
distgnt when it will bring forth goodly fiunt.  Ou that subject, how-
ever, it is not my task to address you to-mglt. ‘The subject that
has been placed in my hands is one removed from controversy. It
18 not to propose anything for the future. It is 1o propose prosperity
1o existing institutions ; and T have 1o propose ¢ The educational
Institutions of Leith,? All prosperity amd all progress to them—all
suceess in the high interests which they have wm their hands, all
sympalhy for them among their fellow townsmen and the commu-
nity! And when we talk of schools we are very apt to treat the
matter in a generalising spirit. We think of schools in the abstract,
education in the abstract, a rising generation being brought up in
that nurture and admonition by which alone they can thrive, and a
generation growing np to manhood ready to do their duty maintain
their coumr{’s rights, and walk in the social life with decorum and
propriety. But it would be very well for the progress of educational
mstitutions if we did not always generalise quite so much—if we
looked a little closer at_home, pai(Ta little more attention to the
schools immediately within our own reach und to a greater or less
extent under our own influence, and lent a hearty hand of sympathy
and help to these who there have the labour ‘of training up the
young. (Cheers.) Andlet me, therefore, 1n the few observations
that I shall make this evening, say a word or two on behalf of the
schoolmasters. The educational :nsttutions of Leith | behieve to be
in a very flourishing condition. I believe that those who labour
them are most qualified for their task, and I believe, also, that the
attendauce upon them is very considerable. I had a hst funnshed
tome of those institutions, Lut I am not going to detain you with
speaking of them in detail, i fact, I think 1 hiad better omit special
allusion, as that might be mwvidious. But what I rather want to
direct your attention to is, that the position of the schoolmaster
among us has never been properly recogiused, to my mnd, atall
eveuts, to this day. There is no man who has so great a charge
on his hands. There is no profession to wiuch the country owes so
much which is so poorly remunerated, not only on the score of mo-
ney, but in social position or social advantage. 1 tlunk 1t would be
well if we were to regard the schoolmaster @ little more as a man
who is entitled to all the sympathy and all the enconragement that
his fellow-men can afford flim. No doubt there is a great deal in
the profession to raise the enthusism of those who at first enter
upon it. The great success—the great interesi—in the profession
itself may no doubt carry on, and does carry on, many a man even
to extreme age with interest, with excitement, and with power.
But nobody can look at a schoolmaster’s task, without secing that,
if he has a good deal to excite him, he has ulso a good dealto de-
press him, The poet says it is a delightful 1ask to train the infant
mind, to teach the young idea how to shoot—and no doubt in the
abstract it is ; but when you come to teach the young ides, the
young idea is inclined to shoot in so many other directions than
those which the schoolmaster wishes at, that 1115 by no means a
sinecure that he has, that it is by no meaus that dehghtul task at
all times, and that the wearisome contention with dulness and with
temper, with waywardness of spirit, with ingratitude, which 1s their
lot would in many instances be quite enough to subxlue the strongest
heart and unnerve the firmest energy. Aad then agam, all of us
who have been at school may recollect the kind of regard with which
we viewed our master; it was not exactly as afriend; it was as
something rather removed above us; we were accustomed, as Goid-
smith says,

 To mark
The day’s disaster in his morning face.”

He was looked upon as being of a different mould and constitution

be lost, without sensations that might feel from being vexed too
roughly ; but an automaton put there to discharge a duty for which
we might respect him or might dislie him, exactly as we did our
own duty in the place where he presided ; forgetting all that time
that the schoolmaster was probably a man of as tender a heart as
stepped—for a schoolmaster’s heart'is proverbially tender, whatever
sehoolboys may think—and that in lus calling, the interest which
hie "akes in the young faces that sit in the benches before him, his
efforts for their future beuefit, his speculations as to how those Ja-
bours of his would bear fruit in future life, were the things that
were occupying his heait, and that our welfare was as néar and
dear to him as if he had been a relative of our own. Now, { say
there is much encouragement that one may give to men so placed
other entirely from the mere putiing him in a position of pecuniary
ease; and 1" wish very much that in our present social state the
schoolmasters of Scotland were more treated on the social footin
and level in which they ought to move. I have done what I coul
1o raise their social position by raising them in tk scale of pecu-
niary emoluments ; and, no doubt, nothing will ever be sufficient!
done in order to give them the influence which they deserve until
we cease 10 pay them at a rate which, 1 think, is utterly unbe-
coming a great and froe State like this. (Cheers.) But, meanwhile,
in proposing the Educational Institutions of Leith, I wish also to
propose the schoolmasters of Leith, as belonging to a body to whom
Scotland owes so much, upon whom so much of our social and
domestic comfort depends, from whom we have derived so much,
and to whom as yet, I fear, we have given too little. (Lend
cheers.)—North British Mail.

The Study of Common Things.

OBJECT LESSONS.

The complaint has been often and well urged against our system
ot education that it deals ioo exclusively with remote, scientific
truth, and cares too little for common every day things. Pupils
stady long and diligently the laws of langnage, while they remain
unable 10 wse correctly the idioms of common speech ; they are
busy with the propositions of higher mathematics or philosophy
while they are “shamefully ignorant of the commonest facts and
business of life. The world revealed in their books, and the world
of their every day life are not one and the same, but widely different
worlds in their apprehension, and so it comes to pass that many
who are wise in book lore, are quite otherwise in practical affairs.

It is true that this complaint is oftenest made by those who, in
their blind zeal for the practical in education, would banish all dis-
ciplinary studies from the schools, and would replace the volumes
of classical learning with treatises on bread making, and farming
or mechanic arts. To avoid Scylla, they would rush on Charybdis,
and for fear that the generalizations of science should make pupils
mere theorists, would condemn them to the endless study of chaotic
facts. But we may well give heed to the complaint itself notwith-
standiug the false conclusions of many that make it. They are not
alone in their charge : many of our ?cading writers on education,
and practical teachers, have noticed this too exclusive study of
books and the consequent lack of cultivation of the powers of obser-
vation.

It should be remarked that the fault of this thing is not wholly
the teacher’s, The trouble arises from the lack of home instruc-
tion. No sufficient effort is made at home to teach children the
numes and uscs of common things. The teacher, too readily, per-
haps, takes it for granted that the child knows or will readily leamn
of itself many things which it does not kuow, and which should be
taught it. He accordingly puts his pupils at once into books, and
regards it as the sum total of his duties, to teach them the text
books. Thus it happens that our chiklren are engaged, at once, in
eflorts to comprehend, or, at least, to commit to memory the terms
and formulag of abstract science, whilst they are left in pitiable
ignorance of thousands of significant and useful facts around them;
and thus too it happens that the long and weary years of school
study so generally fail to give that ready practical wisdom which
alone stands us in stead in the business of life.

An eflort has been made to remedy this evil by the introduction,
into primary schools, of OriecT LESsoNs, as they have been termed,
or exercises for the cultivation of the powers of observation and ex-
pression. In the Prussian Schools these lessons constitute the main

from ourselvess, without feeling, without tender emotions that might

part of the earlier instruetion of the pupils. Says Prof. Stowe, who
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was sent to Europe, by the State of Ohio, to observe the European
systems of instruction :

“ Before the child is cven permitted to learn his letters, he is

under conversational instruction, frequently for six months or a
year, and then a single week is suflicient to introduce him into in-
tellizeut and aceuraté plain reading.
. The teacher brings the children around tim, and engages them
in familiar conversation with lumself. He generally addresses them
altogether, and they all reply simnltancously ; but whenever ne-
cessary, he addresses an individual. and requires the individual to
answer alone. He first directs their attention to the difterent objects
in the schoolrcom, their position, form, color, size, materials of
which they are made, etc., and requires precise and accurate de-
scriptions.  He then requires them to notice the various objects that
meet their eye in the way to their respective howes ; and a deserip-
tion of these objects, and the circumstances under which they saw
them, will form the subject of the next morming’s lesson. ~“Then
the house in which they live, the shop in which their father works,
the garden in which they walk, ete., will be the subject of the
successive lessous; and in this way, for six mnonths or a year, the
children are taught to study things, to use their own powers of
observation, and speak with readiness and accuracy, belore books
are put into their hands at all. A few specimens will make the
nature and utility of this mode of teuachiug perfectly obvious.

In a school in’Betlin, a boy has assigued him for a lesson, a de-
scription of the remarkable objects in” eertain directions from the
school-house, which is situated in Little Cathedral street. He pro-
ceeds as follows : ¢ When I come out of the school-house inio Little
Cathedral street and turn to the right, I soon pass on my left hand
the Maria place, the Gymuasium, and the An}i’clam gate.—When I
come out of Little Cathedral street, [ see on my left hand the White
Parade Place, and within that, at a litile distance, the beautiful
statue of Frederick the Great, King of Prussia. It is made of white
marble, and stands on a pedestal of variegated marble, and is
fenced in with an iron railing. From here, [ have on my right a
small space, which is a continuation of the Parade Place; aud at
the end of this, near the wall, I see St. Peter’s Chutch, or the
Wall street Church, as it is sometimes catled. This church has a
%reen yard before it, planted with trees, which is called the Wall

hurch-yard. St. Peter’s Church is the oldest church in the city ;
it has a little round tower, which looks green, because it 1s mostly
covered with copper, which is made green by exposure to the
weather. When I go out of the school-house to the lower part of
Little Cathedral street, by the Coal Market, through Shoe street and
Carriage street, I come to the Castle, ete.

Professor Bache says: ¢excercises of speech and thought, the first
subject on the above list, constitute the breathing in as it were of the
child, and being at the very threshold of instruction, tty the teach-
er’s skill more than many a learned branch. He must teach the
pupil to think, taking care that his thoughts are expressed in ap-
gropriate words. Pestalozzi, why first practiced upon this idea,

rew the child’s attention to the human frame, as the subject of
contemplation ; others have preferred to bring him in contact with
nature in general, by making simple natural phenomena the basis
of the inductive lessons ; others not surrounded by nature, make
man and his dwelling their theme; others intreduce simple lessone
on objects of nature and art, which can readily be presented to the
child for his examination, aud on which, as a basis he rears the
superstructure of natural history, physics and techunology in his
advanced course. All these are good in their way, but euch as I
saw tried seemed to depend for their efficacy upon the circum-
stances of the school, and to be better or worse as the child found
means to apply his newly acquired powers of perception to observe
for himself. = Of all the plans, when the school is rightly situated
for it, a reference to nature produces the best training of the heart
as well as the mind of the child.”

Mr. Sears, successor to Mr. Mann a Secretary of the Board of
Education of the State of Massachusetts, now President of Brown
University, so long ago as 1851, insisted that more precision should
be given to the knowledge of children in regard 1o forms, colors,

roportions, measures, distances,” ete. After the carliest lessons
in objects, he says ¢ that language (oral, of course), in connection
with things, wilfbcgin to receive particular atlention. Not only
the name of things, and of their properties, relations and uses, but
the proper conversational forms of expression, the easy and natural
use of language as an instrument of thought, in describing what has
been abserved or conceived of, become more and more an object of
attention.”

The main obstacles to the introduction of these object lessons will
be found in the fancied want of time, and in the real want of com-
petency in teachera, It is a common fault {or teachers to condemn

themselves to a set routine of recitations so numerous and long as
absolutely to preclude all chauce for teaching. Strange as it may
sound, 1t is nevertheless true that multitudes of lcac%ers have so
many lessons to hear that they get no time to teach, and thus fail
to do the very thing they arc employed to do. Any proposition to
introduce a new exercise they will at once dissemt ‘I:om, since it
would break in upon the lessons which they feel themselves com-
pelled to hear.

But should they be convinced of the folly of allowing recitations
to banish enticely the higher business of teaching, many, it is
feared, would be found lacking both n the knowledge and expe-
rience necessary to conduet these exercises successfully. The art
of Pedagogy as taught m the celebrated normal or traunng schools
of Geymany, consists maunly m the abihty to bring the principles of
seience duwn to the explanation of common things and lead the mind
from common things up to the comprehension” of abstract science.
Let any one, for anstauce, attempt to tell a class of little children
all he iznows about the human eye or ear or hand—about a leaf or
an ear of corn, and see how quick he will expend his stock of infor-
mation, and how soon his hittle audiors will stlence him with thewr
eager questions for information he cannot give. Says, Hon. A. J.
Rickoff, Supt. of Public Schools m Cincunat, from whose Report
we cull the preceedg extracts:

To give instruction i common thingsin suck a way as to interest
and improve those who most need it—those cluldren who have the
least home culture—requires no httle study and skilt upon the part
of the teacher. Perhaps no branch now pursued in the schools will
require so much. Imlustr{ of 1esearch, taste and judgment in the
selection of materials, and tact in imparting the instruction, can
here have the fallest exercise. No one, however experienced or
learned he may be is qualified to take up for the first time any
subject, though the most common place, and give a lesson upon 1t
10 & class of children, without special study. It should only descend
to such particulars as, by their~implicity, may be easily apprehended
by the child’s miud, and yet the essential elements should all be
embraced. The process must be a regular one; that is, it must not
pass at random {rom one part to another, but follow the order pointed
out by the natural connection of things. It must be clearand pre-
cise, yet nut Fro]i.\ 3 it must be simple, playful and conversational,
but it must have its definite ]l)hllosophic end in view ; it must
ain not only to inform the mind wnd develop 1ts facuities, but to
train children in the correet and ready use of Janguage.

We translate fromn the Lower C:m:ufa Journal of Public Instruction
(French) the following specimen of an object lesson.

‘The design of these lessous i< tu cultivate the powers of observa-
tion and expression, The thing chose:: as the subject of the lesson
should Le held belore the class.  Care must be taken to begin with
questions that every pupil can easily answer. The attention of alt
is thus engaged and the little pupils, delighted that they are ableto
answer some uf the questions, will strive hard to answer all. It 1s
best also that each answer shall be a perfect sentence. For
example if the question be What are houses made of? The aunswer
should be, ¢ Houses are made of wood, or brick, or stone,” not
merely ¢ of wood, or brick, or stone.”” This rule is violated 1n the
following lesson

A Fearner.

What is this that I have here ?—A feather.

Whence did it come ?—From a bird.

Can you tell how a bird would feel without its feathers 7—It would
be very cold.

What do we put on us to keep ourselves warm ?—Coats, blouses
and vests.

What do you call all these ?—They are clothes, and feathers are
the birds® clothes.—I guve you a lesson the other day upon the
clothing of another animal ; What was it 2—~Wool.—From .vhat an-
imal did it come? A sheep.—Wool is the clothing of the sheep cnd
feathers a:e the clothing of the birds. Now look at this feather.
(The teacher tosses it mnto the air.)

What do yon see ?—1It flies.

If 1 toss this penny mnto the air will 1t fly the same way ?—No
it will tumble to the ground.

Why does the feather fly and the penny fall down ?~-Because the
feather is hight and the penny is heavy.

I wish one of the largest of you to tell me why a light clothing
hlke feathers answers best for birds 2—Not to hinder their flying in
the air.

Yes; if they had heav{ clothing they would scon fall down.
You see then that the good God, our heaveunly Father, takes care
algo of the little birds. He has said in the Bible that a little bird
shall not fall to the' ground without his notice. If he sees ail the
little birds ; if he takes care of each of them ; tell me, if you think
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he will forget any of us, No, no, my dear children, God knows
all that wo do, He knows all that happens tous. In the same
gg\ssz\g_e in the Gospel which tells of the care he takes of the little

irds, it says he takes still greather care of his childsen. You shall
leain that verse and then, I hope, when you sce the little birds
flying so merrily, Yyou will remember that God who takes so good
care of the little birds will never forget you.

Now examine this feather. It is panly white and pantly brown,
there is another which is green, What thén is the color of feathers
~They have different colors.

‘Take the feather ; touch it.  What do you find 2~ 1t is soft.

Are all parts of the feather soft 7—No the middle part is uot soft.

What is that, then ?—It is hard.

‘That part of the feather is called the stem.

All repeat : The stem of the feather is hard.

What other difference is there between the stem and the down of
the feather you have there 2—The stem s bright or shinng : the
rest of the feather is nat.

How do you call those things that chine ?—Bnlhiant,

The things that do not shine 7—Dull,

So the stem of the feather is brilliant ; the down 1s not.

What other difference do you find?—Can you bend the stem easily ?
—Does any one’of you know how they cail the things which do not
bent easily ?2—When a thing does not bend eastly the y say it 1s stff.

Nsme me some things which are stiff.—Wood, State.

What do you say of the stem of the feather —It is suff.

.What use do they make of Feathers !—They make beds and
pillows of feathers.

Why do feathers make good beds ?—Because they are soft.

Why ara they good clothing for birds 2—Because the are light.

Have you ever seen a feather attached to a piece of wood ?—VYes,

For what purpose ?—To make an arrow.

Of what use was the feather 2—To make it fly in the air.

You may now repeat all you have said about feathers.

Feathers are the clothing of birds. God has given them light
clothes so that they may fIv in the air. God takes care of the lit-
tle birds, and takes still more carc of us. Feathers are of different
colore. The stem of the feather 1s hard and shining ; the down is
soft and dull, and we can easily bend it.  We cannot see through
a feather. They make good beds, because they are soft, They
trim arrows with them.—Mickigan Journal of Education,

Catechism on Methods of Teaching.

TRANSLATED FROM DIESTERWEG’S ¢ ALMANAC,” (Jahrbuch,) ror
1855 axp 1856,

BY DR, HERMANN WIMMER.

(Continued from ouy lust.)
V. Naturan History, py Ep. Hinrze.

3. What mehod should be used in teaching natural history ?

The method of instruction is the mental development of the pupil
by means of the material development of the object. The method
is, therefore, essentially a process made by the teacher. Since
there can be but one such “development, there can be but one
method.

2. Whach is that true method ?

The one true method is named from the principle centained in it
it is the developing method,

3. Wherein consists this developing metiod ?

In development there ave three steps ; observation, (anschauung,)
conception, (vortstellung,) and generalization, (begriff.) Such is
the progress of the method. Every whers teaching begins with
Sacts, and therefore in this case with the observation of nataral
objects. Of these, individual action and growth must be shown, and
the general Jaw of nature thence inferred. In this way aund ouly
in this, the pupil is taught according to nature, since fxe proceeds
fromdimmediate observing and knowing to perceiving and underst-
standing.

4. What made of teaching is to be used ?

l'It’ihat one which develops by questioning, (die fragent-entwick-
elnde.)

5. Is this mode practicable in all three courses, (set down by
Hinize elsewhere with regard to the capabibity of the scholars) ?

In the first course, questioning is predominant ; on the second,
« der vortrag,” i. e., proper teaching and explaining must be joined
with it ; on the third again, questioring predominates. In all good

instruction questioning is predominant, and with it conversation
with the whole class.

6. What have e to think of lecturing ?

Lecturqu is no form of inatruction at all; it is & rocking chair for
teacher and pupils ; the former has easy work, whilst the latter
stare and dream.

7. What ought to be required of the pupils ?

‘Their first and chief object must be to learn to see right § then
follo(\lvs right reproduction § and the necessary result is rigght under-
standing,

8. What is the value of learning by heart ?

In all instruction nothing must occur which is not undetsteod, and
merely learat by words. One fact well understood by obsetvation,
and well guided development, is wotth athousand times more than
a thousand words and .entences leatnt by heart without under-
standing. A well guided pupil has nothing to learn by heart pani.
cularly ;5 what is understoed, is remembered for life.

9. Shall the pupl use a text-book ?

For natural history it is useless. The good teacher does not
depend on it, the bad one has a good means to cover his inability,
and the scholar has nothing bnta dry skeleton.

The teacher must have mineralogical, botanical, and zoological
collections, and, if possible, a microscope,

10. What must lze pupil do at home ?

Write out tnd draw what has been treated in school—in propor-
tion to his time—in a brief, concise and neat manner. Besides, the
well directed pupil will voluntarily and eagerly occupy himself with
nature, look with interest and intelligence at plants, stones, ete.,
and collect them.

11. How does an able teacher distinguish himself in this study?

The able teacher takes pans with his school every where, a..i
particularly in this branch; Il energy, punctuality and vivacity,
must be applied here, if instruction is not to be a dead and dry
mechanism.

12. What distinguishes a painstaking (strebsamen) teacher ?

The able teacher is found out at school, the painstaking one at
home. There are certain branches which are scon done with. But
this iz not the case with natural history ; he who is devoted to it,
must follow its own path of progress. The teacher must never cease
to study, to make excursions, experiments, collections, etc., to
search, to listen, to obsetve and investigate.

13. What caraclerizes the inspiring (geistanregende) teacher ?

He is distinguished by a happy development of sound talents,
love of study, and devotion to his vocation. By force of application
every one may acquire the necessary knowlege, for natwe is every
where. If the able tcacher shows himself at school, the painstaking
teacher principally at home,—there flows from the inspiring teacher
every where something that indeed can not be completely gained
by study and application ; but an earnest will accomplishes a great
deal. Besides, it is true, that as under the hands of Midas every
thing was changed into gold, so in the hands ofan inspiring teacher
every thing becomes enlivened. As the creative mind every where
works attractively, so particularly in natural history, zeal, a{)p)icn-
tion, I ‘e and devotion, spring up spontaneously in the pupils,

VI, Naturar Putrosopny, By A. DiesTERWEG.

1. Should natural philosoghy be studied in the common school ?

Certainly. Shall the children in the common school learn noth-
ing of weather and wind, of thermometer and barometer, of the phe-
nomena of light and air, of rain and snow, dew and hoar-frost, fcg
and clouds, tiighming and thunder ? shall they see the aéronaut,
ravel by steam, andread telegraphic news, without knowing the
how and the why ? Shall they remain ignorant of the constituents
of food, and of the process of their stomachs and their lun;s? Oris
it sufficient to read of all this in the Reader? He who answers thess
questions in the affinnative, is either himself an ignoramus or a
misanthrope, and he who affims the last, knows nothing of the way
in which real knowledge is acquired.

2. What do we begin with ? and when does the proper instyuc-
tion in natural philosophy commence.

As every where, with shewing single
contemplation, with oral representationo
and » flection thereupon.

We begin with it i the intuitional instruction of the lowest class.
The instruction in geography and natural history develops further
the faculty of intnition, and in the highest class the proper instruc-
tion in this branch commences.

3. On uhat portions of natural philosophy are we to lay siress?

On all such as belong to the knowledge of phenomena, within
the pupil’s sphere; the knowledge of the most common things is
the chief point.

¥hen0mena, with intuitive
what Las been observed,
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By this principle we make our choice ; we omit, therefore, all
that is remote, invisible, and incapable of being made visible 3 all
that can be demonstrated only by wmathematical proofs ; and keep
within the field of immediate obsetvation, stops with those things
which every one may know by observation and experience, and
show such things, as are not obvious, by exporiments with si:ple
and cheap apparatus.

4. What method s to be used ?

To say nothing of the regard for the mndividual quality ol the pupil,
the method depends on the nature of the subject, and on the way in
which man naturally acquires his knowledge. Every where man
is surrounded by natural phenomena ; they happen before lis eyes.
These, therefore, must be opened, in order to ooserve apprehend-
mgl?', to remember what has been observed, to fix the succession
of phenomena, and what is common in a series of sunular ones ; not
on { to learn the facts, but also the laws by which they happen,
and finally, by reflection, to discover the hidden causes.

Natural philosophy belongs to the inductive sciences, i. e., 10
those whicﬁ begin with the knowledge of single facts, abstra:t from
them the law of the process, and then w inverse order, deduce the
plienomena from the causes.

The way, therefore, preseribed by the nature, as well as the
history of natural philosophy, is, that which proceeds from observa-
tion and experience to rule and law, if possible, advancimng to the
cause, (the so-called 1egressive method.)

5. What is the aim of this instruction ?

The knowledge of the most essential phenomena, by which man
is surrounded, and the ability to explain them, that is, to state m a
simple way their causes.

Most important is the knowledge of all that refers to weather, and
we expect, therefore, from a graduating pupil, correct answers to
the following questions :

What is the temperature of the air in the diflerent months of the
year ? Which is the maximum of heat iu our country, and when
do they usually occur 2 What is the corcesponding state of temper-
ature in other countries ? What are its causes? How do the winds
originate, where do they come from, and go 10?7 What are the
principal currents of air on the globe 7 Therr cause ? What weather
18 caused by the winds in our country ? To which winds is our
country chiefly exposed, and why ? Origin of fogs and eclouds?
What t¢ dampness 2 What causes rain? These and similar ques-
tions come so near home to man, that it would prove enornous
dullness, if he did not ask them himself, and reflect, on answering
them. No doubt that such stupidity 1s still frequent ; but no one
will doubt what is the indispensable duty of the common school in
the premises.—(Barnard’s, Amerwcan Journal of Education.)

(To be continued.)

Teacher’s Characteristicy.

An interesting paper, lately read before the United Association of
Schoolmasters of Great Britain, contains the following generaliza-
tions:

1. Teachers of limited capacity, or whose command of language
18 limited, invariably teach best with text books, or by the indivi-
dual system of instruction.

2, Men of fervid imagination, having great command of language
and enthusiasm of character, almost mvariably become superior
teachers.

3. Decision of character almost invariably forms an element m
the qualifications of a superior teacher.

4. Men who are deficient in general knowledge and enthusiasm
of character, are generally baﬁ teachers, even though they may
possess great technical acquirements,

5. An carnest man, imbued with the love of children, is rarely a
bad teacher.

6. The love of teaching is generally associated with the capa-
city for it, but ihe converse does not generally hold true.

7. A man of superior teaching powers teaches well by the
national method. But he will always teach best by that methed
which is suited to his peculiar capabilities.

8. Men gencrally teach badly when they attempt to 1 ach too
much, or when they do not duly prepare their lessons.

9. Presence of mind and that self-confidence which is based on
self-knowledge, are es-ential elements in a good teacher’s char-
acter.

10, Success in teaching is more depe.i ..nt upon the capabilities
of the master for teaching than upon his technical acquirements.

Teaching power is not always associated with superior talents or
acquirements.

Plant Flowenrs,

¢ Well, that school-house looks twenty-five dollars better—alto-
gether a more cheerful and comtortable house for our children.”
Aund what has wrought the transformation  What has added to ity
intrinsic worth ? It is the same in its construction ; no addition has
been made to its physical proportiviis, It looks very much intee-
nally as it did many years since. That same two-paned window
over the door, with a crevice in one comer, the work of some truamt
snowball. The same gray fence in front, upon which are some
hieroglyphic characters whose language is the genius and indefinte
emanations of some crude youlhfui, intellect. ‘The old step, witha
piece S)»Iit from one side and worn by the «droppings” of many
mersy ¢ _fally is still in its place. If you enier the house, you wiil
find things very much as of yore. The same rows of desks, with
here and there the carvings of some “yankee blade;” the stove-
pne running e entire length of the room, suspended by a dozen
stout wires 5 and the master’s desk, in its eilent eloquence, stand-
ing beneath the oid white faced clock. But there is an air of cheer-
fulness about the room, unknown to its earlier days. In fiont of
the master’s desk are two white shelves, upon which are vases,
filled with the mnost beautiful flowers. The morning glory, peeping
out amud the smiling family of Flora's household. ~The daﬂg)dil
and daisy, the tulip and the buttercup, the bold erimson peony and
the modest violet, blending their variegated colors, make altogether
an object of peculiar interest 1o the lovers of the beautiful. But
where is the extra twenty-five dollars 7 “Vhencee this additional
value 2 Why, about one year since the teacher planted 2 morning
glory by the doorway. A\ few rose bushes were biought from a
neighbot’s garden and planted beneath the window. A row of pinks
and daisies were set beside the walk, In a neglected corner was
a cirele of daflas and butt .~uvs, und the spirit of betaty ceemed
whispering amid @ happy, ,.yous gwvap of childien,  The morning
glory sprang up at the touch of the first sprung shower, and soon
was seen winding its tender vine around a string leading up beside
the window. Some red, white and purple flowers made their appea-
rance, and attracted the attention of many a happy girl and boy,
‘The daisies and pinks were soon in blossom, and the great peony,
That Mrs. A. gave the teacher was soon seen in broad luauriant
bloom by the gateway.

Before June had clothed the meadows in their thick, green vest-
ure, the rose tree uncer the window, bore more *1an a score of
bright beautiful blossoms. Indeed, the inspiring breath of nature
seemed to whisper encouraging words 10 the teacher’s care for
flowers. “I'be rough, impetuous boy would stop and drop a word of
admiration, as his eyes caught the phenomenon, and then stoop to
tear up the weed that was choking the growth of the tlower. What
a beautiful text for a moral Jesson, How simple and how plainly
similar the weeds of passion and lust are forever intercepting the
growth of virtue. Every little girl had her own favonte flower.
Some admired the daisy for 1ns proverbial, its beautiful modesty,
and almost stooped iolisten to the sweet low words of «“innocence”?
it seemed to breathe. Others delighted to gaze uponthe sweet-scent~
ed pink, while the punty of aflection seemed to glow still brighter.

Old Mrs, B. had frequently told the teacher, that the children
were such careless creatures they would tear up all the flowers that
might be planted around the school-house.  « Twas no use to try—-
only a waste of ime.”  But the sequel proved that Mrs. B. mis-
judged for once. Not a flower was despoded. New passions seemed
awakened. The beauntiful things of nature began to exercise a
controlling influence over many a rough spirit.  You wovld see a
gioup of giris or boys out amud the flowers, after their lessons were
repeated, seaiching for truant weeds, or watering the thirsty plants.
And the privilege of domg tius, proved a profitable incentive to
study. Not uu?requenlly wonld the passer bystop ara lean against
the lence and adr.ire, for @ moment, the beauty ot these stranger
Slowers which had sprung up, as if by magic, m that barren place,
the school-house yard. “This was then not an unprofitable invest-
ment. It wvielded more than a ¢ houdred fold.”” " Fellow teacher,
is there not @ neglected waste comer in your school-house yard,
where a flower would grow ? Would 1ot a morming glory flourish
beside your door? Have you not a spure moment, in which it
woul ! be pleasant to turn your atteution to the cultivation of flowers ?
Would it nut be an agreable manner in which to spend a recess,
now aud then, with your pupils ? Communion \vit}n the beautiful
is indeed desirable for our children. It refines the feelings, cultivates
the affections, and reflects bright images upon the heart.
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A child taught to love the beautiful things of nature, will earnest-
ly inquire after nature’s God.  And to Pmmote and direct this
important inquiry, is the crowning work of education.

All systems of education, that do not regard moral obligution and
moral responsibility as the corner stone, are most sadly deficient.

A flower will do what the rod cun not accomplish. It may soften
the obduracy of the heart, refine the dull mass of human aflections.
Then plant flowers. Plant them in early spring time. Plant them
in every waste corner.  Cuftivate them with care, and you will
soon hear their beautiful langunage echoed from youthful lips, their
bright images glowing in youthful countenances, and an atmosphere
of purity reigning all around.—New- York Teacher.

LITERATURE.

PORETRY.

LI1TTLE CHILDREN,

Sporting through the forest wide,
Playiog by the water-side,
Wandering o’er the heatby fells,
Down within the woodland dells,
All among the mountains wild,
Dwelleth many = litile child?

In the Barou's hall of pride;
By the poor man’s dull fireside ;
33id the mighty, *mid the mean,
Little children may be seen,
Like the flowers that spring up fair .
Bright and countless everywhese!

In the fair isles of the main;
in the desert’s lone domaia ;
In the savage mountain glen,
ong the tribes of swarthy mea ;
Whereso'er a foot hath gone,
Whereso'er the sun hath shone
On @ league of peopled ground,
Little children may be found !

Blessings on them! they in me
Move a kindly sympathy.
With their wishes, hopes, and funrs;
With their laughter and their tears,
With their wonder-so intense,
Aud their small experienze !

Little children, not alone
Op the wide Earth are ye known,
*Mid its labours and its cares,
Mid its sufferings and its snares,
Free from sorrow, free from strife,
In the world of love and life,
Where no sinful thing hath trod
In the presence of your God,
Spotless, blameless, glorified,
Little children, ye abidet

-

Mas. Howsrr.

Littie at First,—-Mighty at Last.

BY CHAKLES MACKAY, L. L. 0.

A travcller through a dusty rond
Strewed acarns on the lea,

Aud oue took root, and sprouted up,
And grew into a tree ;

Love soug it its shade at evening time,
To breathie its carly vows,

And Age was pleased, in bearts of nooy,
To bask beneath its boughs ;

The dormouse loved its dangling twigs,
‘The birds sweat music bore,

1t stood = glory in its place,
A blessing evermore !

Aldittle spring hind lost jts way
Arong the grass and fern ;

A passing stranger scooped a well,
Where weary men might turn.

He walled it in, and hung with care
A ladle ut the brink—

He thought not of the deed hie did
But judged that toil might drink.

He passed again—and lo! the well,
By summers never dricd,

Had cooled ten thousand parching tongues,
And saved a life beside §

A dreawmer dropped a random thought ;
ITwas old, and yet ‘twas new—

A simple fancy of the brain,
But strong in being true ;

It shone upon a genial mind,
And lo ! its light becaie

A lanmp of life, 2 beacon ray,
A monitory flame.

The thought was small—its issue great 3
A watch-fire on the hill,

It sheds its radiance far adown,
Aud cheers the valley still )

A nameless man amid a crowd,
That thronged the daily mart,
Let fall the wosd of hape and love,
Unstudied from the heart ;

A whisper on the tumult thrown—
A transitorv breath~—

It raised a brother from the dust,
It saved a soul from death.

O germ1 O fount ! O word of Love!
O thought at random cast!

Ye swere but little at the first,
But mighty at the last!

MISCELLANEOUS.

Impatience the vice of the age.

The eager desire to press forward, not so much to conquer
obstac.es s to ejude them ; that gambling with the solemn desti-
nies of life, secking ever to set success upon the chances of a die;
that hastening from the wish conceived to the end accomplished ;
that thirst after quick returns to ingenious toil, and breathless
spurrings along short cuts to the goal, which we see every where
around us, from the Mechanic’s Institute to the stock market—
beginning in education with the primers of infancy, deluging us
with ¢ Philosophies for the millien,” and # Sciences made casy ;
characterizing the books of our writers, the speeches of our states-
men, no less than the dealings of our speculators, seem, I confess,
to me, to constitute a very diseased and very general symplom of
the times. 1hold that the greatest friend to man is laborj that
knowledge without toil, if possible, were worthless; that toil in
pursuit of knowledge is the best knowledge we can attain; that
the continued effort for fame is nobler than fame itself; that 1 is
not wealth suddenly acquired which is deserving of homage, but
the virtues which a man exercices in the slow pursuit of wealth—
the abilitics so called forth, the self-denials so imposed : in a word,
that Labor and Paticnce are the tme schoolmasters on earth.—
Bulwer.

Curions Inscription.

. Inan old church, in Europe, built several hundred years ago, ile
is related that under the ten commandments were inscribed in cap-
ital letters the following:

PRSVRYPRFCTMN,
VREKPTHSPRCPTSTN.

For a Jong time no one could decipher the meaning, which had
been lost, so ancient was the venerable edifice. At length a
gentleman told his friends that he had solved the riddle, and insisted
that they also could do the same thing.

fo assist them, he informed them thay, in order to read the ins-
cription, they must insert 2 certain vowel, and only one vowel, in
its proper places, and, this done, the inscription would make two
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lines of poetry, and would form an important injunction i reference
to the commandments engraved above.

Will the readers of the Schoo/master inform us which of the
vowels is to be used, and 0 what places 2—Rhode island School-
master.

OFFRFICIAL NOTICES.

o — e e - e e - .
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APPOINTMENTS.

His Excellency, the Governor Geueral, has been plensed to approve of
the following appointraents:

SciooL CoMMISSIONERS.

Cuounty of Bonaventure.—Mann: Mcssrs Thomnas Wilson, William Har-
per, Alexander Busteed, Jeseph Olscamp, and Hanaibal Chamberlin,

éounlyqf Chateauguay.—Chateauguay : Messrs Joachim Duquette, and
Louis Bourrassa.

BOARD OF EXAMINERS, DISTRICT OF THREE-RIVERS.

b Misses Jessi Carpentier, Emilie Cossette, Elconora Maria Leonard,
Philoméne Lessard, Leocadie Plante, Eulalie Vallée, Marie Caroline
Agués Bellefeuille, and Agsthe Paquin, have obtained diplomas autho-
rising them t0 teuch in elementary schools.

Miss Marguerite Eutichiape Lavergue, hias obtained a diploma antho-
rising her to teach in model, or primary superior schools.

J. Henert,
Secretary.

—

FIFTIl CONFERENCE OF THE TEACRERS® ASSOCIATION WITHIN THE LIMITS OF
THE JACQUES CARTIER NORMAL SCHOOL.

The fifth conference will b2 held at the Jacques Cartier Normal School
(old Government House), on Friday, the 28th day of May next, at 10
o’clock in the forcnoon,

By order
D. Bovoniss,

Sccretary.

YOURTH CONFERENCE OF THE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION WITHIN THE LIMITS OF
THE LAVAL NORMAL SCHOOL.

The fourth conference of the teachers within the limits of this schiool,
will be held at the Normal School, on Friday, thic 28th May next, at 10
o'clock in the forenoon.

By order
C. J. LeveQre-Laraaxce,
Secretary.

DONATIONS TO THE LIRRARY OF THE DEPARTMENT.

The Superintendent acknowledges, with many thanks, the receipt of
the following donations to the libreary of the department:

From Mr. 1I. Dessain, hooksclier, printer, ana publisher, at Liége (Bel-
gium) : % Bible de ’Enfance,” 1 vol. in-12; * Legons Elémentaires du
Saint Evangile,” 1 vol. in-18; L'Ecole des Macurs,” by M. Blaochard, 2
vols. in-125 ® Le Dessin des Ecoles, cours ¢lémentaire de dessin
linéaire,” by J. B. Henry (Des Vosges), 1 vol. in-12. .

From Mr. Frederick Blake, teacher, at Rawdon: ¥ A Treatise of Eng-

~lish Particles,” by Willinm {\'alker, B. V., edition of 1¢g8, 1 vol. in-123
¢ Exercises to the Rules and Construction of French Speech,” by Letwis
Chambaug, 1 vol. in-12, and & pamphlet,

From Henry Barnard, Esg., .of Hartford: ¥ Barnard's American Jour-
nal of Education,” 1st, 2nd, 3rd and th vols,, in-§, and ** Reformatory
Education,” 1 vol. in-8.

From B. Dawson, E¢q., Montreal : ¥ The Oxford translation of Tacitus,™
2 vols. in-8. .

From Madame Faure, Herthier: # A portfolio ¢f preserved marine
plants coliccted on the coast of Brittany,” presented to the Jacques Car-
tier Normal School.

From His Exccliency, the Minister of Public Instruction, Belginm:
4 Btat de linstruction primnire en Belgique de 18303 1840, 1 vol. in-8;
* Rapport tricnnzl sur 'instruction publique cn Belgique,” 1843, 1§34,
1845, premiere période triennale,” 2 vol. in-8o; * Rapport sur linstruc-

tion primaire en Belgique, 1846, 1847, 1848, scconde période triennale,”
1 vol. petit in-fo.; ¢ Etat de Vinstruction supérieure en Belgique, 1849
d 1852, 1 vol. in-8o.; * Rapport trienual sur Vinstruction primaire cn
Belgique, de 1849 4 1854, 2 vols, in fo.; ¢ Discussion de la loi sur Ven-
scignement moyen en Belgique, du 12 juin 1850, 2 vols, in-8o.; ‘ Ra

port triennal sur Penscignement tmoyen en Belgique, de 1851 4 1853, 3

] vol. in-fo.

LIBRARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LDUCATION.

All persons having books in their possession, belooging to this library,
will please return them at as early a date ns possible. 1t Leing intended
to prepare a detniled and classified catalogue, the library will be closed
until it i3 completed.
J. Lexoit,
Librarian.

SITUATION AS TEACHER WANTRD.

Mr. John Keys, a teacher &xosscssing & diploma permitting him to teach
in an clementary schoo), and prepared to apply for a model schoot diplo-
wa., He is married, and a protestant.

Notice to the directors of Institutions

CLAIMING AID ON THE GRANT FOR SUPERIOR ENUCATION UNDER THR
AcT. 19 vicToRria, CHAPTER, §1.

The distributiun of the fund, granted for superior e-lucation haviny
been much delayed in consequence of several institutions having
alleged, that they had not been supplied with blank forms of
demand and retarns, within the usual time, or, that their returns
had been duly mailed during the prescribed tetm, ulthongh they
haid never been received at the education office :

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN.

1st. ‘That this year, no institution shall be entitled 10 or receive
any aid unless the return, and demand therefor, be fyled within the
period preseribed, that is 1o say, before the first day of August next.
No exeeption will he made under any pretence whatsoever.

2nd. Acknowlederment of the receipt of such return and demand
will be made immediately to the party forwarding same.

3rd. Any party not receiving such acknowledgment within eight
days after mailing the documents should makeenguiries at the post
office and also atthis office, failing which, such demand and return
will be deemed, us not having been sentin.

Ath. Hlank forms will be transmitied during the first fortnight in
Juns next, to all institutions now on the list, and institutions net
receiving them dwiing that period, must apply for them at the
office of this department.

5th. Institutions not on the list, who may be desirous of making
the necessary return and demaud, can obtaiu the requisite blank
forms by applying for them at this office between the 1st. and 15th
ol June next.

Education office,

Montreal, 15 may 1838,

Pirrer 3. O. CiauvEav.

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

MONTREAL, (LOWER CSNADA) APRIL, 1858.

Normal School Teachers.

We beg to call the attention of School Commissioners and
Trustees to the fact that several pupil teachers in each of
the Normal Schools, will be prepared to take charge of
their schivols at the expiration of the present session on the
15th of July next. Parties desirous of securing their ser-
vices, had better apply promptly to the Chief Superintendent
or to the Principal of each school.
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Girantys under the Act for the Encouragement of
Superfor Education.

We beg leave to call the attention of the directors of Col-
leges and Academies to the notice contained in another
part of our colummns; as it is the settled intention of the
government to insist on strictly enforcing the provisions
of the Law in the next distribution to be made.

Report of the Chicf Superintendent of Publfc
Instraction for Lower Canada for 1S56.

In one of our recent issues we published an abstract of
the Report of Dr. Ryerson, on Public Instruction in Upper
Canada. We have now before us the English version of
the Report for Lower Canada, for the same year, which
has been published for some time in French. As it must
naturally be of great interest to most of our readers, we
will quote at length from this document.

The Report isdivided in three sections ; the first contains
remarks on the operation of the new educational laws, the
seeond contains suggestions cf new reforms to be introduced
aud the third is devoted to a review of the statistics collected
during the past year. It is followed by three appendices—
the first, contains the statistical tables; the second, the
circulars, regulations and reports made by the Superinten-
dent to the date of the Report (24 May 1856,) and in the
third, are to be fonnd extracts from the reportsof the several
school inspectors. The whole forms a pamphlet of 244
pages in-So.

In the first part, the Superintendent congratulates Lower
Canadu on the results obtained by the recent legislation on
school affaurs, and more particularly with regard to the in-
crease in the assessment and the more regular collection of
the monthly fees.

One of the snost impontant clauses of the laws on education passed
Iast year, says the Supermtendent, s, without doubt that which
grants 10 schuol mumcipalities the power of doubling the amount of
their assessments, aml the ebhigation isnpased upon them to collect
regularly the monthiy tees, tor all children of aue 10 attend school @
1 consideed it necessary however 1 miterpret these two reguire-
ments of the nw, the ane by the other, ond therefore, in some mu-
nicipalities _in which it would scem ditlicult to insist upon the
collection of the uronthly fees, and where the penple appeared to
prefer the Jevymg an additional amonnt of assessmeat equivalent
10 these fees, 1 thought 12 weuld be better, for this vear, 0 allow
them tdeir share of the grmnt, as by law [ am empowered to do.

Besides this, the advamage of 2 svstem of which, the value of
propenty and the usumber of cluldren to be taught, form the basis,
apprears to be zenemdly felt. Oat of 190 schioo! snunicipalitics, only
65 have uol, this year, collected their monthly fees 5 of this munber,
51 have funushied an amount of sdditionnd assessment, equal 1o the
minimum amoust of the fees. The I other muaicipalitics are
ahmost al) poor, exempl vven from assessment. The l&\' munici-
palities whe sull refuse: 1o obey e kaw iu this respeet, have recei-
ved due waming o conform 1o 1= requiterments, aud their share in
the next half years grmat, wal be withheld naul they bave levied,
at leasty the mindmum mount of the monthly fees.

When this law was passed, it appeared to me to be the geneml
impression that e ciaise pesmilting municipalities to increase the
wnount of theit assessments wonhi prove nudexd letter, or that very
few of them wenld take aavaniage of it.  These who entertained
such an vpinion, wWill be astanshied o learn, that more than one
half of them have nmised their annual assessment.  Three, have
actually increased it four-fold, 16 have tapled the usual annual 1ax,
102 have doubled ity 22 have increased it o half, 39 a third, 34 a
ynatler, and 14 a fifth.  Forty others havo also raised their assess-

ment, in a small amouut, so that out of a 1otal of 190 municipalities,
fi’.“il have already taken advantage ot the enactments of the new
aw.

Besides the increase in the aunual assesstnent, the new blank
returns which I caused to be printed for the use of the school Com-
missioners, contain coltnns in which the mmount of additional
assessment for the payment of debts, imposed by virtue of a clause
in the new law, voluntary contributions, fuel woeod, &e., furnished
are 10 be specifled.  Under the head of «assessments over and
above the amount of the grant and specinl assessments,? the third
column in statement B, indicates as well the amonnt of the increase
of the assessment as also all extraordinary comributions, and it is
this amount which I shall hereafier designate as « additional con-
tributions.”

From this statement it appears that 457 municipalities have by
s additional contributions® exceeded the amount of their share of
the grant; which will onfy leave 33 mumcipahiies that have not
fmimshed by assessment or voluntary contributions Gndependently
of the monthly fees and taxes for the erection of schoo! houses,) a
sum ore than equal to that granted by tie Government,

In 120 municipalities the mmount of additional contrsbutions,
equals the ordinary assessment, in some cven, it far exceeds ity m
1035 others it exceeds the half.

1 shall return 1o this subject, when comparnng the statistics of
this, with those of preceding years: butl think that I should here
point out certain districts of Inspection amd certain Municipalitics
that have distinguished themselves above the others by their noble
effonts in the cause of Edueation.

The districts of Inspection which } consider it my duty 1o men-
tion are

1stly. That under the charge of Mr. Inspector Bouraevis. The
share in the government grant awarded to this distnct of Inspection
is only £302, and besides the like amount under the requircments
of the law, there has been Jevied £128 additional contribution, £188
mounthly fees, and £901 specinl assessment for the esection of school
houses, making in afl £1320, that1s 10 say, ure than four tites
the mmount of the s allowed by the govermnent.

2ndly. The district of Inspection under the chasre of Mr. Ins-
pector Parmelee, the annual grant to winch 1s only £1635: this
district has furnished, bestdes £1599, amount of the ordinary assess-
ment, L1406 additivnal contributions 3 £1576 monthly fees and
L1115 assessment for the eiection of school houses, furiming in all
£35720.

3rdly. In the district confided to the care of Mr. Clulds, for which
the amaunt of the grant is L1238, there wis rised £1258 of ordi-
nary assessment L1257 additional contnbutions, L1650 wonthly
fees, and £566 for ussessment for blding school houses: in all
£4773.

4thly. In Mr Roney’s district of inspection, ti:e tolal sum levied
amounts to £3011, viz: besides ondwary assessments, £666 addi-
tional assessmem 3 £1019 for monthly fees 3 and £360 for the crec-
tion of school heuses 3 whereas tie amount allowed 1o this district
as its share of the gmnt only amounts to £505.

Sthly. Finally, the district under the inspection of Mr. C. Gennain
cxhibits a total of £1485, vie: L1591, anlinary assessment equal to
amount granted 3 £912 addinonal assessment 3 £850) monthly fees,
and L1081 specaal assessment for the crection of schoal houses.
With the exception of two districts situated at the castern extremity
of the province and in such a position that 1t 15 astomshing that the
main requirements of the law could possibly be carned into effect,
all the other districts of inspection have more than doubled the
amount of their respective shares of the government grant by addi-
tional assessments and monthly fees.

I would patticularly point ot. for the specizl attention of the
reader the contents of sttement B of the appendix, which shows
the generous contributions given, and the privations subumitted to,
by muonicipalities, of which I can only name a few, which 1 select,
in a general manucer, from the poorest, andnost recently established
among thens.

Thux, almost all the muniepabities 1 the distnct of Gaspe have
mised very cousiderable sums, when compared with their res-
pective shates in the government grant 5 in the County of Rimouski,
3. Genmain (or Rimouski,p Lessard. St Octave de AMetis and St
Simon facreascd their assessments. while they collected 2t the
swme thme, their moathly fees:

In the County of Chatlevaix, the parish of ¢ Les Ebonlements®
raiscd £71 by additional assessment and £30 by manthly fees.  In
the County of Mezaatic, the mumcipahiics of Ayvlaer. St. Calixie
de Sommerset, and $t. Ferdinand d*Halifax have mised suins, which
are really surprising when compared with their respeetive shares
in the government grant. The parishes of St. Nicolas, St Jean
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Chrysostdme and St. Joseph in the County of Levi; Ste. Claire and
St. Lambert in the County of Dorchester ;—of St. Frederic and Ste.
Maric in the County of ~“Beauce ;—of Lotbiniére, Ste. Croix, and
St. Antoine in the County of Lotbiniére deserve the greatest
praise for their liberality, as will be seen on reference to the state-
ment B above mentioned.

The municipality of St. Raphael in the County of Belechasse
deserves especial notice.  Their share of the geant only amounts to
£39, and yet they have mised £47 additional assessment, £26
monthly fees aud £30 special assessment for the erection of school
houses, in all £153. ‘T'he municipalities of Beauport, in the County
of Quebee, of Cap Santé in the County of Portneaf; of St, Jean de
Plle d’0Orléans, and of PAnge Gardien in the County of Montmo-,
rency, may be noticed as the municipalities, within the district of
inspection of Mr. [uspector Bardy, that have contributed the largest
additional coutsibutions, when compared with the shares of the
grmt received by them respectively.  The municipalities of Du-
montier amd Maskinongé, in Mr. Hubert’s district of Inspection,
and those of La-Baje-du-Févee and St. David d®Yamaska, m Mr.
Manmult’s distriet, have also made large additional coutributions
besides paying the monthly fees.  In Mr. Bourgeois® district of
jnspection, which shows 2 greater amnonnt of genetal increase with
reference to the additional contribution than any other, there are
some musnicipatities that deserve the greatest praise.  For instance,
Geantliun hias contributed £143 additional, £21 monthly fees, and
£123 special assessment for hulding school houses, &e., making
in all £311, wherens therr share i the Government graat only
wnowts 1o £36.  Wickhumn also, that has contributed £211, while
its shuee in the zrut is only £20.  Bulstrode and Warwick £254,
their share of the Government allowanee heing only £32. Upton
L1116, with only £18 gant, and St. Nurbert £103, the share awasded
to them beinz only L£11.

[u the district of Iuspection under the charge of Mr. Clulds,-the
results of the operations of the new law are really surprising.
Stanstead which only receives as its share ont of the weneral fund
£135, mises altogethar £697, that is to say, besides £138, the legal
amoant of assessiment, it levies £260 by additional assessinent,
£232 for monthly fees, and £15 for building purposes. Compton
riises £313, its share in the 2mant being £91.  Tingwick £210, its
share being £31  Busy £123, its share being £27;5 and many
vtiters, 4’1 showmz censideable increase.  There are, however,
severtl municipalitivs within the district not yet orranised, and
some do not receive theis shares in the graut at all i consequence
of their having nesleated to follow the instructions published fur
their cuidanee.  Shelford contributes £424, with an allowauce of
ounly £87. Brome £266, with an allowance of only £72. Grnby
L1586, with an allowance of £79. Mlton, Roxton, Faruham, St
Romuald, Henryville amt many other manicipalities, situat-d witain
the distsict of Taspretion of Mr. Inspector Parmelec, hase bestirred
themselves so cficctually, that they merit notice as Jeserving
public approbation.  The older estabiishments situated wathwn the
district of Montréal, would qot allow themselves to be belund theic
brethren in the Eastem Towshins and other districts in that portson
of the province, in the fartherance of Pubhic Instruction. The
pasistand villawe of Longueail, Boucherville, the vallage of Va-
reanes, the parishof 8t Qurs, and many other inumcipalities i
the countizs of Verchéres amd Richelien, under the Inspection of
Mr. Inspzcior Archambanlt, the town and parish of St. Hyacmithe,
Abbattsfond (£185 saiecd, with only L3 allassed,) St Césaure,
Christieville within the distdct under the Inspection of Mz, Consi-
gy, have also materially improved nnder the operation of the new
fav.  In Me. LanctoUs disteict of tuspection, Lapriric, St. Cons-
tant (L399 levied, £93 only allowed), $t. Cypricn, St. Valentin,
Lacolle (L1685 levied, L121 allowed), Chiteanguay (£226 levied,
only £52 granted), St Luiis de Gonzague aad St Timothée,’makang
alitost the half of the municipalities, have 2 right to be distinguish-
vd in this stiement of honomble wnaention, which I have extended
far beyons! the limits Lorigimally intended to devote to it.

i cammot refeting however, from makiny panticular mention of the
ciforts :nade by the municipaiities of Mascouche, 3. Galwiel de
Brmndox, in the district under charge of M. Iuspector Darva), alen
of sevesal small municipalities in the parish of Montreai, situated
out of the limits of the City, that have ulways been anthorised 1o
levy an amuant exceeding their abare in the gmat, and whe are
witlice, shoulil they be permittod by the legisliare to do 0, 10
donblc the amount uew aciwally paid by them. St Laurent and
Nouvelie Loaguenil in Me. Valade's district of Inspection, Notre-
Dame de Bonseesars, Buckingham, Ouslow, Litchfield, Alumctics
and Eardicy, in the district under the Inspection of Mr. Roney ; St.
Frangois d¢ Sales, Si. Eustache, and Ste. Scholastique, in Mr.
Genpain’s digrict, aud finally, St. Anicel, Godmanchester, Hinch-

inbrooke and St. Jean Chryséstome No, 2. Ormstown aud Chathum,
in the district under the charge of Mr. Inspecetor Brce.

It is evident, therefore, that throughont the whole extent of the
country, the most generous efforts have been made 5 and theroe is
not a municipality of Lower Canada, however yemote or poor, in
which an appeal "has been made to the rtepayers, that has not
most nobly responded 10 it, thus gavine hope ol a most prosperons
future for the cause of Pablic Instriction,

In contrast with all the generous ctlorts 1 have just noticed. one
fuct, 1 cannot avoid mentioning, however high the respect 1 may
entertun for the municipal body to which Ffeel obiiged to allude,
for I should consider myself as neglecting the duty 't owe to the
country, were I 10 refrain from expressing the disappointiem |
experienced,

The Superintendent then guotes at length the correspon-
dence which Las taken place between the Department of
Public Instruection and the City Couneils of Quebee and
of Montreal, un the subject of & propused wmerease of ther
respective contributions to the school fund. "That corres-
pendence as far as Quebee is concerned, has ended in o vote
of £276, in addition to the amuount yequired by Inw, bningmyg
the whole contnibution to £1250. As to the City Corpora-
tion of Montreal, the Superintendent makes the followmg
remarks:

This eflort on the part of the wmeipal counesl of Queber,
together with the good wishes tovanls the furtheruce of Pubie
Instruction, indicated by this additional wrant, are the more priise-
worthy, inasmuch as the conncil has now on bauuds 2 must wizanue
enterprise, timt of constructing an agueduct, wiich, ina Lity bl
upon the solid rock must entail an cnormvns eapense.

1 have much regret however in stating, that the steps taken by
me to obtain the same object from the munisipal counel of the
City of Montrea!, did not ineet with the ~ame happy results. A
statement of the evpenses meurred by the two boands of Commis-
sioners, catholic and protestant, was asked for. Thiz statement was
forwarded with as little delay as possible, a0 w3y opmion, it fully
proved the good management and cconmny of the Commissioners
m the disposal of the funds intrusted to themn, it should have enswed
a prompt ainswer, fuily ententaining iny request.

Hacing afterwands confersed with some of the members of the
Corporation tv whom the considertion of my demand had been
referred, 1 was given 1o understand that, they did not consider the
financial state of the City sutficiemly tlourishing, o penman them to
comply with my request, and that the consideration of i, wontd be
postponed indelinitely.

Tcan scarcely befieve, however, that « Cita. wluch holds the
first tank in the conntry tor pupulstion and wealth, whese procecd-
ings on all ather occasions, are on such & magmficent seale : that
a City whose infabitants individoally, wve Jduly provis ot their
zeal, their intellizzence, and of their chatity, would wish 1o reasun
behmdhand iu this goed work, while utirer Cities and Mumepa-
lities in Lower Canada, aud amon the latter, poor aud rewmate
settlements whose names were probably never heanl of 1y the
v salthy citizens of Mantreals have so generausiy andead the eause.
aad 1 theretore feel contident that Montreal wiby shontis distincaush
itself by a liberality in the amount granted, wonthy of s ingh posi-
uon.

The Superintendent’s expectations, we are sorry to sy,
have not as vet heen realized, and the City Council of
AMantreal hive acted taken no action wm the matter swece
the date of the report.

The Superintendent then proceeds to the censideration of
a sihject of greal importance, as it affects the professional
standard of the teacher.

One of the mnost essential enactments of the new faw after those
I have alave alluded 0, is the ohlization impased upon wil teachers,
whether male or female, to sndergo an exanmunation before ther
respective boards of exauuners, and the pivlulalion 10 schivol
commissioncrs o employ teachers who have not recarved a diploma.

This clanse of the law has been stncthy put mn force, and the
consequence has been that, the :abours of the different bounds of
Exaners have been considerably increased, by he number of
caudidates presenting themselves for examiunation, not anly at their
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regular, but alsd at the special meetings which [ recommended
them to hold for this purpose.

The followmg statement shows the number and elass of the
diplomas granted by the several boards during the year 1856

Class of Diplomas.

Montreal, protestant.
tanstead,

Montreal, eatholic.
Quebee, catholic.
Quebee, protestant.
Sherbrooke.
Kawomaska.
ot

' ! )
Diplomus for aca-{ | I I l ‘ ‘ | ‘
demies......... B P I T Boogege. L2
Diplomnas for Modet
Schools......... 131 3 1 14. 16 2 1...) 12 61
Piplomas oy Ele- i
mentary Schools. [532] 2 176‘ 1 {133} 6] 73, 1 | 77}.. HOAL
! !
| 'y 1
Total.....oo ool i315| 5 '190' 1 {151 ‘lSi RIBERLE ..lum
|

I would be failing in wy daty, were | to_omt to mention the
opinion expressed by the schoul teachers at their convoenitons, and
which appenrs 1o be generaliy entertained by 1he School Inspectors 5
they both find that diploinas are obtained with too much facthiy,
1t is not my intention to cast any blame on ‘the respectable and
enlightened citizens who now constitute the  different Boands of
Examiners, for | believe that they are all actuated by the desire to
advanee the cause of Pablic Instructim, the only inducement mdeed
which conld five Jesl themn 1o aceept a gmtmtous and troublesome
oflice ; but 1 bey to observe, that the very tesons winch heretofore
caused their indulgence, are daily becoming weunker or disappeas-
ing altogether under the natural ud general progress of thangs,
Besides, should any fear b entertamed, lest the poorer and more
remote mnnicipalities might by tov strict an i, Lrence to the
wezulations for gawmting diplomas for clemeatary schools be deprved
of teachers, the same eacuse cannot hold good with respec to
diplomas granted for superior primary, or model schools, and much
less, when grmted for acadennes. | have been assured that on
several accasions, the examers have exercised the same wduol-
gence I grtnting their cedtificates in the later case, and that in
canzequenice, severtl teachers bave received first class diplomas,
although scarcely wosthy of beitge admitted to teach in elementary
schuols.  Even with respect to these, the examiners should bear in
mind, that winder particular circumstances, requiring such ndul-
gence, the Superintendent can permit teachers of both sexes, 1o
teach, aithongl they may not be provided with diplomas: and it
will be fir belter to Jeave it 10 Jus discretion ana responsihihty than
10 allow, persuas, totally unfit for the profession, 1o 2o into any
part of the country provided with a cerificate it they do not de-
serve, by means of which they may impose upon Connmissioners
desizous of performing the duiies of their oifice, independently of
those who wanld be glad of sitch a plaasible excuse 1o screen therr
parsimony.

It is ¢vident that the newly established Normal Schouls, sunl in
fact all ather schools inust sufler materially from such a state of
things. The competition 1o be eaconmered with teachers, who
should never have received diplomas, will prevent many young
men from submitting to the privations they must undergoe, m order
10 prepare themselves for the profession of teachers.

1 aun far from being convinced that the provisions of the new Jaw
whicl permtits the appoiutment of a Boanl of Examiness for each
County, is calculated 1o redress the gricvauce complaiued of. {n
these new boards, many other reasons for indulging applicants will
be added 10 those \vhic{\ already exist, and that have influenced to
such a degree the present examnimers.

I am perfectly aware of the inconvenience to which teachers
residing in the remote pants of the province e submitted while
they have to travel such distanices in order to present themselves
for examination before tha board established in the great judicial
distnicts, but as, on the other hand, the principal disadvantages to
bz feared from the increase in the number of boands will, m my
opinion be the umiversainty and the lasting character of the diplomas
which they will be permutted 10 geant, 1 think that the abuses,
might be averted, and the whabitants of the more remate districts
satistied by hmiung the power granted 1o these county boards.  In

the first place the permussion to teach, granted by their diplomas
should not extend beyond their county, 2nd they should be renewed
every three or four yeats ; further, these boards should only be
allowed 1o grant elementary school diplomas, As however {ora
few years 1o come, there might be sume objection 1o the Nurmal
Schools being alone empowered to grant diplomas authorising
teaching in academies and tmodel schiouls, wud permanent diplomas
for clementary schools, having a general effect throughout the Pro-
vinee, ore or more buards should be established mvested with ltke
powers. A very strict and detailed program should be enjoined by
the Counci! of Public Instruction, as also a system of poinits or notes
as followed in the universities, and the examuaation should be assi-
miluted as much as possible, to that undergone by the students of
the Normul Schools.

‘The municipal council should be boumd to provide for the ealary
of the Seeretuy Treasurer of the County Board, as well as for s
comtivgent expenses; and to furnish a proper place for its meet
ings 3 no fee shoukd be exacled from any candidate for diploma or
certificate.  The warden, of the county should be, a member ez
officio, of the Board of Examiners.

The central board, (or the district board, should it be deemed
expedient to establish several) should be composed of persous who
have devoted themselves to sume branch of serence, and who have
severally auained pre-eminence in the favorite subject of their
studies.” An amount, suflicient, partially to indemmfy them for
the time devoted to the duties of their office, should be placed at
their disposal, and divided among them in proportion to their punc-
ality in sttending the meetings of the board.

Noutwithstanding the o geeat readiness in granting diplomas,
with which the present examiners are reproachcﬁ, I must, however,
admit, that the clause of the last law rendering the obtaining diplo-
mas obligatory as weil on the part of female asof male teachers
has had’a most excellent effect. The diploma has becumne an
fnstitution, and that is & great point gained.

it is besides evident that so many candidates of both seaes
wotld never have presented themselves for examination, unless
areat portion of them, at least, had previously prepared thewselves,
and gained that knowledge which they certainly would never have
acquired without <uch preparation.  Several teachers now studymg
in the Narmal Schiools have admitted 1o me that, unless they ha
been obliged to obtain diplomas, they never would have dreamt of
making <o great a sacrifice of either time or money, but as they
had 1o submit to un examination, they preferred preparing them-
selves by a course of study, to obtain a Normal School diploma.

These remarks lead me to speak of the Normal Schools, as con-
neeted with the most important of all the provisions contained in
the laws lately passed for the promotion of education. 1 have
spared no pains suitably to put ‘n force the praiseworthy intentions
of the Legislature, and I am bound to eXpress the most lively
feelings of aratitude in acknowledging its promptitude rud liberality,
whereby [ was cnabled to carry outseveral of the seforms suggested
by me in my first repost, aud more especially the establishment ot
these jnstitntions.  Falso consider it due to the Executive Goveru-
ment to state that all the suggestions which 1 deemed it my duty
to submit relative to the establishment of the Normal Schools, as
well as to ali the other measures to which I shall have to refer in
this report, invariably met with the most prompt and kind attention.

All that part of the Report which relates to the organisa-
tion of the Normal Schools, contains nothing which is not
already kuown to our readers. Teachers will be gratificd
at the following suggestions:

I considered it 1y duty to take advantage of the inauzuration of
the Normal Schools for the purpose ol establishing Teachers®
Associations in connection with cach of them. Atz time when a
formidable competition was about to be entered into with the
actual teachers, it appeared to be nothing more than just, that the
advantage o7 conferences at which they could discuss amony them-
selves, ot hear discussed by the Professors of cach schoul, pedago-
wrical questinas, in which they are so especinlly interested, should

rocured {or those amony them who ceald not atiend regularly
at the Normal Schools.

These associations will be hereafter divided into sections, and it
is very desimble that a good library should be established at the
chef-licu of cach scction. I would beg 1o suggest that a certain
sum be appropriated by the Legislature for this object, and T have
no hesitation in stating that such a graut would be as beneficral in
its effects, if not more so, than the grants annvally made m favor
of literary societics and Mcchanics® Institutes. The establishment
of Teachers® Associations, has been attended with the mest happy
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results in France, in Belgiun, and in the United States ; but iul

this country, where the salaties generally paid to teachers are so
unremunerative, it would not be just that they should be taxed
with the expevse of the establishment and organisation of these
useful socicties, all the benefits they derve from them, being
returned 1o our children a hundredfold.  The Government should
in justice contribute towards their support, with the same liberality
that it evinces towards all branches of the public service,

‘The Superintendent then alludes to the provisions of the
Act for the encouragement of Superior Education, by which
he is intrusted with the task of preparing a Report to be
submitted to the executive government yearly on the appor-
tionment to be made of the grant to the several institutions.
This he suys has considerably increased the duties, and
responsibility of his office.

The sums granted every year by the Legislature were gradually
inereasing, and tins budget, in consequence of some nusunderstand-
g between my predecessor and the Inspecjor General, caused a
deficit m the finances of this Department.” It 1s probable, inasmuch
as a like canse would produce a like effect, that the continual in-
creise of this particalar budget would e the end have completely
abeorbed the share manted for Elementary Education, had ot a law
been passed for restrnsung this eacessive hiberality. By obliginge
eveny Institution desirous of obtanming Government aid, 1o transmut
to the Education Oflice a detatled report shewing, as far as figures
will perimit, @ orrect statenient of its resources aud of its usefvliness,
and by requinny that the graut should be apporuoned by the Exe-
cutive, the Legsiniore had 1o doubt i view the obtaming i more
correct classitication of these lostnutions, and 2 distubuuon of the
grant more canformab e 1o the exigencies of public mstruction. But
sueh a classificativn couhl not be tirmiy  established, or ngorously
acted upon, all at onee 3 and the badget of last year, theretore, to
a cerin enent, became the basts of the first apportionment under
the new system.  For the tist year they mmzhit even have urged a
species of acquired nght, and alieged that the expenses mcurred by
them were incuried on the fiuth of the ordmary annual ud bemyg
granted w them.  [tis only gradualty and after much discussion
and eaplansstion that @ compiete system of distnbution can be fra-
med which will not, mierfere with iy legitimate right or imure atny
new Instruction susceptible of developinent.

If the Leaistature or the Government had 1aken the mitiative in
the foundation of Iustituuions of Supenor Educanion, st would have
been casy to estublish a prograin m the first place, and then distri-
bute them over the whole face of the country according to the num-
ber and wants of the population.  But 1t was otherwise 5 these -
stitutions are, m many parts of the country the spontancous fruit
of the zeal of an imelbigent people 3 they spiung up as it were by
chatice, and they expanded and nuproved, 1n proportion to the as-
sistance they were enabled 10 procure from tme o time, under the
old order of thungs. Institutions which were onganitlly notinng more
than good elementary schools, have become weademies and com-
meresa corfegres i which abnost every brauch of Education 15 suc-
cessfully taught.  Tney would certamly never have attuned therr
present state of uselnlness, without the assistanee that they receiv-
e when first established, and which m.ght save: been refused them,
cither, under the pretext, that they were not thea of sufficient
mponance, or by representing the wants of other localities better
entitled o receive it It is however, to the aswistance of the nmpulse
thus given to that which is umderstovn by « Supenior Education,”
that we are ndebted for the desire for™ learming now become so
general throughom the country pants of this Province, for having
awakened them out of their state of morl lethargy, and for the
whole system of education nseli, being enablud 10 overcome the
many obstacles, which, for such a length of time opposed its pro-
gress. It is not my wtention here to eatol the system heretore
followed, or rather a s:ate of things, which, if 1 may so term it
was self-created, I merely compare the benelits derived on the one
hand, with the difficulties resulting from it an the other ;but I wish,
above all, to show its position just as it is found now that for the first
time the head of this department has to deat with this new and
difiicult task.

There never was then, from the very outset, any regular classi-
fication of the institutions, nor_any proportivn established between
the amount of aid granted, and their real value, or the number of
scholars, neither was there any territonial boundaries assigued to any
of them, nor did the figuses representing the pupulation of the seveml
great districls of Lower Canada correspond at all with the amount

of the grant distributed within each of them. The names even of
the Institutions are generally speaking, those wlnch thewr founders
thought fit to give them, and unfortunately, notwithstanding that
they were, in certain cases, undeserved, these names did not fail
to exercise a certain influence in the apporuonment of the grant.

Would it, huwever, be eapedient to adopt rigourous measures ut
once, which, if based on the exact proportion” 10 be given to each
district, would in several instianons well wonthy of support
Qught we not rather to take into account the efferts and the sacri-
fees, made and submitted to by the inhabitants of those localities
that are better provided for, than to allow, what dactually eassts, 10
go to decay, merely fur the purpose of establishing institutions
which, uts yet have no existence ? Will it not happen that wha:
may have been prematurely done or undertaken, will, by reason of
the increase of the population aud the clearing of the land, become
insuflicient, instead of being superfluous, and would we not, ata
latter period be exposed, in'many wstances, to re-establish at great
cost, the institutions which we had allowed to go to ruin after having
spent so much monc{ and care upon them ? .

It is my opinion, that it would be better, in all cases which do
not surpass the bounds of Justice and all reasonable proportion, to
aliow the several institations now on the list, the benefit of the fuit
accompli aud 1o contine ousselves to prevent the establishnment of
new institutions whenever they wonld come unjustly into competi-
tion with those of an cardier date.  Beside whieh, this restriction,
altogether . segative one, and which only cousists in abstaining
from granting any aid, is the wmore strictly enjoined by the insufli-
cicncy in the wmount of the grant, incteasing yeady, while, made
by the Legislature, but which, under the new arrangemment even
thie dirst year wik considerably duninished.

With few excepiion  haze thercfore mted iy self this sear, to
the making of i general proportionate redaction. This reduction
affected principally the extraordinary geants, which had ahzost be-
come ordinary ones.  Unless a speciid fund be appropriated for this
object, it will be impossible in futore to grant any sun as an aid
for the ercction of buildings. I any ~wely aid be granted, itshionld
only be allowed to institations newly established in the remote
districts of the Province, where, as yot, noue have ever been found-
ed. By one of the most julicivus tequiremients of the new law,
colleges and academies can only be aided by the government when
they are acwally in full operation.  Before ashing fur support fur
new establishunens the friends of education in each lucality will
lave to give evidence of their earuestuess by mahmyg themsclves
the necessary ontlay. The danger of demauds being made in cach
focality throngh a reckless spint of fmitation or in order merely 1o
secure 10 the plice, what is considered its fuir share of the grant,
will thus be greatly diminished.

1 found it necessary to make alierations in the wumonnts gruted
to some institutions.  They are specified in the statements, and
wy reason for doing so, inven at length in my special report 1o the
Exceutive Couneil, forming part of Appendin B, Thesealierations
were generally wade for the purpose of repairing ertors which
appeared to me 10 be equivalent in fact to relative wmpustice o the
previons grants, and 315 my intention next year to make many
wmore alteratins for the purpase of miatning & more equitable
distribution, founded on the cliss of the Iustitetion on the oue hand.
ot the number of scholirs attending i1, on the other.

Tirs classification, o much tequired will he very dijlicult to
matke, umder the civeuinstanees which 1 have eapiained.  The
Legisiature has given the nume of College, (vither Ly special
statute which, it may be suid, confers it ore formally, orin the
annual budget to institutions whose progriam did not comprehend
all the branches of Education generally taughs in Establishments
bearing that name.

(7Y be continued.)
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OBITUARY.

Died, on Sunday, the 25th of Aprii last. Daine Marie-Opportune-
Adéline Roy, wife of Alexandre de Lusignan, Esq., of the Depart-
ment of Education. azed 24 years.  Madame de Lusighan was e
daughter of Mr. Justice Roy, of Chivoutimi, and nicce of the hon.
P. J. 0. Chauveau, Chicf Supenntendent of Education for Luwer
Canada. From the advantages with wh.ch aature had endowed
her, from those acquired by cducation, from her afiability and her
kindness of disposition which endeared heito all who knew her,
her lass is severely felt by her relations and by a large circle of
friends.
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The funeral sérvice took place at the parish church, in Montreal,
and the mterment in the vaults of the church of Notre-Dame de
Zoutes-Grices. The number of persons who follewed her to the
arave, composed of the elite of the society of Montreal, is a suffi-
crent praof of the geneval sympathy for her afllicted family and
relutions.~Patric.

— On the fth April last, aged 14 years, Miss Eliza Letourneau,
of the parish of Riviére du Sud, onv of the pupil teachers in the
Laval Normal School.  Gifted by natare \Vil{l a pleasing extetior,
the qualities of the mind even excelled it, and she was equally
beioved by her teachers and fellow pupils. At the examination
which took place in January fast, she distinguished herself in a
most creditable manner, aud received oue of the first prizes.

— Dr. Consizny, oue of the School Inspectors, died lately at St
Hyacinthe. He leaves behind him many friends, who can never
forget either his integrity nor his many social qualifications. In
consequence of his sufferings fiom the effects of the disease which
finally 1ok him to the grave, e had, for some thne previous to his
deatlt, resigned his sitwation as School luspector.

MONTHLY SUMMARY.

EUUCATIONAL INTELLIGESCE,

— The dmerican Educator relates the following ludicrous anecdote, in
itustration of the Invish facility with which doctor’s degrees are dispensed
by educational mstitutions in Britain and America

* Some years ago the University of St. Andrews, one of the most fam-
ous in Scotland, having rather 2 lean treasury, detezmined to replenish it
by a new hranch of commerce, and announced that it would sell it's doe-
tors' degrees at 520 a piece.  Many took advantage of this liberal offer,
and among the rest a certain minister, who thought his services would
be more acceptable to his flock were he possessed of a haudle to bis name,
put the required sum in his purse, and went up to St. Andrews to pur-
chase the coveted lonor. A man-servant sccompanied him, and was
present when his master, having previously fuoted the bill, was formally
presented with the oflicial parchment.

% On his return home the Doctor sent fur bis servant, and addressed
him as follows :

% Noo, Sandy, ye'll aye be sure to ca’ me the Doctor; and gin ony
body spiers at ye about me ye'll be aye sure to suy * The Doctor’s in his
study ;> or, ** The Doctor's engaged ; ” or, * The Doctor will sce you in
a crack,™ as the case may be.

¥ 4 That @ depends,’ replies Sandy, ' on whether ye ca’ me the Doctor
too™ The reverend Doctor stared. ‘Aye, its just s0,” continued the other,
“1or when 1 found it cost sac little, I ¢'en got a diploma wmyself. Sea ye'll
just be good enough to say, “ Doctor put on soms coals,” or © Doctor
bring me the whiskey.”” And gin ony body spiers at ye about me, ye'll aye
be sure to say, ¥ The Doctor's in the pantry';” or, * Tho Dector's digging
potatoes,” as the case may be)’ ¥

— ‘fhe late Charles MeMichien, of Cincimati, has bequeathed by his
will $900,000 to the city of Cincinnali to cstablish afree university, cdu-
cational and charitable. All branchies of education are to be tanght ficc.
and orphans from the age of five to fourtcen years are to be supported
aut of the endowment; these Sapable, to be thoroughly and classieally
eiducated : and those incapable to be taught trades out of the same. The
unisersity was the theme of the deceased all his Yife and he accumulated
propicrty for the purpose of endowing it.  He based his ideas of its regu-
1ations upon the Girard College, at Phitadelphin.—Newo York Teacher.

—Mz, Chapanl, author of an excellent french grammar, died at his
cast.c of Polongis at Joinvile-le-Port.  His death coincides with the
measures now adopted by the town of Amiens, to commamnorate thelabors
of Lhomond by the erection of a statiie. Tl subscriptio « for that object
is gotting rapidly filled ap, which is no wonder, it being merely a debt of
gratitnde.  Thers are few educated men in France who have not been
taught in their childlicod by some of the educational books of the modest
and pious professor.

—Dr. Charles McRay has been giving three lectures in the Hall of the
McGill Normal School,on English, Irish and Scotch, songs before large
audicnces  Before leaving Montreal for Ottaws, he visited the two
Normal Schiools and the Education Ofice. We pablish this day, one
of is prettiest picess of poetry and the furthcoming ammbers of the Jouraal
s I nslructwa Publigue will contain translations in verse by Mr. Lenoir.
of several songs the gifted author of * Cheer, boys, cheer I Mr. McRay's
crteymen by invited himto 2 déjcuner, and we wmay add that inde-
peidently of the clansall those with whom hr Its come into contact wiil
regret his departure.  Smee a few years, several curopean writers of note
have visited Canada, and we hear of others, who are preparing for a trip
acr s the Atlantic. There is certaialy a good time carung.

— Mr Bruce, Inspector of Schools, speaks highly of the results of his
st visit to the Huntingdon Academy. He states that the institution
uader its present principal, the Revd. Mr. Bell and his able assistant Mr.
McKenaie, has lately seccived 8 very material impulse. # The progress

of the pupils in grammar and geography exceeded all expectations . pen-
manship, arithmetic, and a'gebra guve also very satisfactory results,
Latin and French appeared to be well taught and the few studying tho
natural sciences gave evidence of rewarkable proficiency.”
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ADVERTISE M

" FOR SALE,

AT TUHE

EDUCATION OFFICE,

AT MONTRE.AIL
AND AT THE

PRINCIPAL BOOKSELLERS
LN MONPTREAL & QUEBEE:

“«The Fomwal of Gdnration,”

AN

* JOURNAL DE L'INSTRUCTION PUBLIQUE,"
FOR AB T,

The two journals bound together with a rich cloth covere...... . $2,004
Each journal with same rich cloth cover....c.oveeiiiaerenieee 1,30
Bach journal in boards...... 1,12

P R N L evesevecrsevace

These collections will be found uscful for distribution as prize books,
in Colleges and Schools. Directors of Colleges and Academies, School
Commissioners and Teachers generally, who will buy six copics, or any
nomber over six, for that object, will obtain 2 DEDUCTION OF
TWENTY PER CENT on the above prices. They will obtain their
copies cither at the Education Office, in Montreal, orat the Oflice of the
A:e~nt of the Department, Thomas Roy, Esquire, Qucbcc.

limited number of copics only being on hand, partics desirous of
securing them, will do well to send in theic orders immediately,

i FOR SALE

AT THE

EDUCATION OFFICE

AND AT

A% TRE DOHATBLBERS,
xR E X O Xt x

Of the Chief Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion for Lower Canada,

FOR THE YEAR 1836.

Prico 3 205 Cents. With rich cloth cover : 50 Cts.

The tenne of subsenption to the ¢ Joumal de Minstruction Pabliue.” edited by the
Supernntciuicnt of Education and M. Jos Lenoir, will be Five f111LLXGs perannem and,
to the * Janver Canada Journal of Educatton.’? editel by the Svpenintendent of Educas
tion and Mr John Radiger. also FIVE sHILLNGS per annnta,

‘Tcachess will Teerive e five shillings per annum the two Joumals, of, if they choose,
11vn cojues of eithes the onc or of the other.  Subseny are bly to be paid in
advance.

$.000 copies of the - Juumalde Mucteuction Poblique 22 and 2.000 capics of the * Lower
Canzda Jourial of Batueation *? will be sesued monthly.  The furmer will appeat about
the iniddic, and the lattee tawands the end of cach month.

No adveniscinente will be published in cither Journal except they have direet
geferetice te education or 10 the ante and sciences.  Price—anc shiiiing pee bne for the
farad wseruen. and siX peuce per line for every subsequent snsertint. payable i adrance.

satrenpuons will be seceived at the Office of the Department Mautreal. by Me. Tha-
mas Roy, agent, Quelee; pereons residing inthe countey will please apply to this office
per mail, caclosing ot the same time the amount of their subscnption.  They are
requesicd 10 state clcariy and legibly their names and address asd also the post office 1o
which they wish their Journals to be ditected.

Sesecat, Davier & Co., Steam Printing Establishment, 4, St. Vincent St-



