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TO SAMUEL MORLEY, ESQ., M.P.
v

In no spirit of sycophancy, but as a trifling expression
of my aamiration of your princely generosity in con-
tributing the sum of five hundred pounds to the National
Agricultural Labourers’ Union, when its early struggles
and its gigantic difficulties made the gift of fourfold value,
I dedicate this brief and imperfect record of its procced-
ings during the two years of ils existence. That gift,
with the moral jforce attending it, and your presidency
of the meeling in Exeter Hall, on the roth of December,
1872, aelermined in a great measure the fate of the
movement,; and I doubt not the labouring classes, not
merely of the important city which you represent, but of
the whole country, and I may say of the whole civilised
world—iyfor I have heard an enthusiastic acknowledgment
of the service from thousands of working men in the
Joremost city of America—auwill hold the splendid illustra-
tion of true sympathy with the honest toiler in lasting
and grateful remembrance.

A. C.
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PREFACE.
¥

T HE question of the condition of our agricultural

labourers having become one of universal interest,
through the efforts put forth by Mr. Arch and his
coadjutors, it has been thought desirable to place
before the public the means of forming an estimate of
the true character of the movement of which he is the
presiding genius.  Although the writer, through an
early identification with the rural awakening, and a
later co-operation as a member of the Consulting
Committee of the Union, is able to furnish tolerably
accurate data for the dispassionate outside inquirer’s
judgment, he desires it to be distinctly understood
that he has written in no official capacity, but entirely
on his own responsibility. And the same remark ap-
plies to the series of letters appended, which appeared
in the columns of the “ Daily News” during the writer’s
travels with Mr. Arch through Canada. Mr. Arch is

in no way responsible for any of the statements con-
tained therein.

FARINGDON, BERKS,
February, 1874.
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THE REVOLT OF THE FIELD:

]

orA

T HE year 1872 will be ever memorable as the

year of the birth of the great movement among
the English agricultural labourers. Other premonitory
stirrings in the rural districts had for some years past
been occasionally heard of. A clergyman of the Church
of England-—Canon Girdlestone-—had obtained consider-
able notoriety and endured nao little reproach on account
of efforts which he had been led to put forth on behalf
of the labourers in the fields. As the State-appointed
parish priest of an agricultural district, he had been
brought into close contact with that social wretchedness
which has now become pretty well known to the whole
civilised world. And, unlike too many others, he was
not content to acquiesce in the state of things as an
ordinance of God. The universal mode of dealing
with the intense poverty of the rural swains by the
multiplication of small charities, to be supplemented
by the legal provisions of the Poor Law Board, did not
satisfy this Christian pastor. He saw that the remedy
2



2 THE REVOLT OF THE FIELD.

was almost worse than the disease, superadding to the
evils of poverty the curse of pauperism. Hence his
practical efforts in the direction of migration. Coming
from a part of the country where labour was more
scarce and better remunerated, the now familiar idea
of raising the tone of the village labour market by
drafting off the surplus hands to other localities occurred
to him. And by this means, and the free use of the
press in repeated and most forcible appeals to the
public, a considerable impression was made on the
public mind. The subject was talked about in various
sections of society, and occasionally the walls of St.
Stephen’s echoed to the notes of warning which were
addressed by honourable members of Radical procli-
vities to the landowners on the Conservative benches.

And considerable amelioration undoubtedly had taken
place in the condition of the FEnglish field workers.
Their homes had long engaged the thoughtful attention
of philanthropists. The present Earl of Shaftesbury,
in the course of a debate in the House of Commons
some quarter of a century ago, had used such words
as these respecting the cottages of our peasants :—
“There is no such thing as a home, and the man who
has a wife and children is not the head of a family,
but the chief pig in a pig-sty.” Landlords in various
localities had anticipated the présent movement by
timely concessions to public opinion, and, I will in
justice to them add, by an honest endeavour to rise
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LABOURERS’ HOMES. 3

to the full height of their vast responsibilities. In the
royal county of Berkshire the late ¢ Radical Peer”—the
Earl of Radnor-—had at a great cost rebuilt the village
of Coleshill, erecting for the labourers on his estate
homes replete with comforts, of most tasteful elevations,
and surrounded with adequate garden-ground. Another
extensive landowner — Mr. Henry Tucker, of Bourton
House—threw himself into the matter with considerable
energy. At an anniversary meeting of the Faringdon
Agricultura! Library in the year 186o he furnished the
members with accurate statistical information as to the
state of the cottages in the several parishes comprising
the Faringlon Union; and within a short period after-
wards he wrote a letter to the “Times,” embodying
therein some of the more startling facts previously com-
municated to the meeting at Faringdon. In the hope of
still more effectually promoting the laudable object he
had in view, Mr. Tucker, in the spring of 1862, offered
a prize of fifty guineas “for the best essay upon the
following subjects, relative to the dwellings of the
labourers in the agricultural districts of FEngland :—
1. Tracing and explaining the cause of their present
crowded and defective condition, with any authentic
information illustrative of that conditic 2., The
effects, moral and physical, which such condition has
upon the inmates. 3. Suggestions as to the best
practical means of ameliorating the evils, either by com-

pulsory legislation or otherwise.” Mr. John Walter,
P




4 THE REVOLT OF THE FIELD,

the Liberal member for Berkshire, undertook to ex-
amine the essays, and has himself evinced a laudable
anxiety in the same direction in his own neighbour-
hood.

Various isolated attempts had also been made in
different parts of England to bring about a better state
of things among the agricultural labourers, but without
much result. An interest in the subject was awakened
in some quarters, and sundry legislative enactments
were entered upon the statute-books; but to all intents
and purposes the general condition of the men was
very slightly improved. Their utter prostraticn, and
the immense power of their employers, backed up
by the social and political influence of the wealthiest
aristocracy in the world, seemed to make their case
hopeless. Benevolent and philanthropic men on every
hand looked on their position and sighed. Contrasting
the plenty and comfort of their own homes with the
squalor and wretchedness of the labourers’, they had
often and long looked about them for the key to
a reform. To ask men with ten shillings a week to live
upon, and nearly as many mouths to feed and backs
to clothe out of it, to lay by for a rainy day was
cruel mockery. To advise them to ask for more wag
to declare war against your friends and neighbours.
So the thing seemed destined to remain as it had been
from the beginning. Legislation was powerless and
benevolence was at sea. The prophetic words of
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A WARWICKSHIRE VILLAGE, 5

Goldsmith bid fair to receive an illustration other than
that of the skilful engraver :—
“T11 fares the land, to th-eatening woes a prey,
Where wealth accumulates and men decay.”

Such was the state of things at the commencement
of the year 1872. A thousand earnest men stood
baffled in view of a social blot which they could neither
remove nor endure; and, as has often happened in
human experience, “man’s extremity was God’s oppor-
tunity.”

Within about four miles of the genteel town of
Leamington is the quiet and picturesque village of
Barford. The mainstay of the place are sundry well-
to-do maiden ladies, who, from choice or circumstance,
have made it their home. When it is remembered that
within an hour’s ride are the grand old historic castle
of the King Maker, the venerable and unique ruins of
Kenilworth, and the classic shrine of Stratford-on-Avor,
it will be at once seen that these respectable and well
dowerad ladies have not greatly erred in their selection
of a dwelling-place. But others reside in this romantic
spot whose lot has been somewhat different from these
ladies of fortune and the numerous

“ Heirs of flattery, to titles born
And reputation and luxurious life.”

Toiling men and women have their homes in this

Warwickshire village. Right in its centre stands a com-
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fortably-built cottage. If we had opened the door, say,
two years ago, we should have found a neatly-dressed
labourer’s wife ironing her husband’s shirt. That hus-
band was probably some twenty miles off, cutting and
putting in order Farmer Brown’s quickset hedge. By-
and-by, as it was Saturday, her “man” and the lad
would be at home ; as he generally managed to be at
home for the Sunday.

As you take the proffered chair and look about you,
you see sundry signs of its being a religious household.
The Bible is at hand and looks well used. 'The few
books on the shelf are zof exactly shilling novels. The
coloured prints on the walls savour more of Palestine
than the prize ring, and to confirm your impressions, a
Primitive Methodist preacher’s plan is seen behind the
inmer door. Yes, this is the home of Josern ArRCH—
a name soon to be known wherever the English tongue
is spoken. IFrom the age of nine years he has been a
farm labourer. In this village, on the 1oth November,
1826, he was born. His father had been an agricul-
tural labourer, and, after fifty years of toil, had been
only saved from the much-dreaded indignities of the
workhouse in his old age by the manly determination
of the son.* “With a sigh the old man crept into bed
and wept, knowing he was, after all his work, to become
a burden to those he loved, and who, as he knew, had

* «Life of Joseph Arch.” By F. S. Attenborough. (Vincent
Leamington.) P. 37.
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FOSEPH ARCH. 7

barely enough for themselves.” “I be afeard, Joe, the

parish ull give thee nothin’ for me, be'n as yer a Dis-

senter.” Joe was not anxious that they should; but
Joe’s wife had been in the habit of earning a couple
of shillings a week at charing, and now that the old
man wanted nursing, she had to give this up and stop
at home. To the guardians Arch made a reasonable
offer.  “Gentlemen, I don’t want you to support my
aged father; but if you will give my wife one shilling
and sixpence towards nursing him, now that she is cut
off her charing, I shall be much obliged to you. It isn’t
much ; it's less than the loss of my wife’s earnings, and
nothing towards the expense.” “Certainly not, Arch;
your father can go to ‘the house,” and you must pay
one shilling and sixpence towards the expense.” “ Good
morning, gentlemen. I'd sooner rot under a hedge than
he should go there.”

Such was the man whom Providence had selected
for the great work of raising up a pauperised and down-
trodden class of English workmen. Generation after
generation of these valuable citizens — these tillers of
the soil, these producers of the country’s wealth, and,
in the hour of danger, defenders of that wealth and
guardians of our shores—had lived their hard and toil-
some life, and passed away through the workhouse to
a pauper’s grave, beneath the eye of the parish squire
and priest. And only here and there had there been
one to dispute the morality of the system. With the
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complacency of the priest and Levite of old, social
well-to-doism in our villages, both lay and clerical,
Church and Dissent, had settled down into a state of

acquiescence in the * Divine appointment;” and as

Hodge lay there by the wayside, maimed and bruised
by the cruel exigencies of his lot, they had been content
to pass by on the other side.

But it had at length pleased Almighty God to raise
them up a deliverer, and, as in the case of the op-
pressed toilers of old—the agricultural labourers of the
Mosaic era—-* one from among themselves.”

On the 7th February, 1872, the first open-air meeting
of labnurers was held in the village of Wellesbourne.
On ti . 13th another meeting was held in the same
place under a fine old chestnut tree, which will hence-
forth be numbered amongst the historic trees of
England. At this meeting Joseph Arch made his
maiden speech ; and our “world-wide” circulating journal,
the “Daily News,” with that unerring instinct which
has been the secret of its splendid success, at once
appreciated the significancy of the movement, and,

through the agency of a gentleman who had, by his

graphic pictures of the great Franco-German war,
‘made’ both himself and his paper, at once published
tidings of the revolt to the world.

As this meeting, like the small, narrow stream in
Gloucestershire which widens as it flows until it be-
comes the magnificent Thames of London, must ever
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A LABOURERS® MEETING. 9

possess a great interest to Englishmen, I will quote a
description of it from a life of Joseph Arch written by
the Rev. F. S. Attenborough, a Congregational minister

of Leamington.

A LABOURERS MEETING.

An English village on a bright summer day is a sight
worth seeing. The straggling street ; the great leafy trees ;
the old grey church with its green hillocks, among which the
sheep feed ; the pond, with a tired horse or two lounging
on its brink and a score of ducks dabbling in its muddy
waters ; and the quaint gabled cottages, szt round with old-
fashioned English flowers, such as stocks, primroses, holly-
hocks and snapdragons, covered with dark mossy thatches,
and crowned with grotesque chimneys, which only stand by
leaning upon one another—all combine to make one of the
homeliest and most picturesque scenes te be found in the
world. No doubt there are details in the picture to which
the fastidious might fairly take exception. Many of the
cottages are small, dark, and damp—very pretty in a water-
colour, but very wretched to eat, drink, live, and sleep in.
The pavements look like organised contrivances to effect the
ruin of human feet and shins ; the open gutters are a trifle
too aromatic; the manure heaps are more frequent and
fragrant than pleasant; and certain needful structures,
which we forbear to name, are so near to the wells as to
suggest the idea that many of the villagers drink their water
mixed with ingredients which are not usually considered as
being either good for food or pleasant to the eyes. Having
regard to picturesque effect, we may pronounce most English
villages to be successes; but having regard to light, air, pure
water, cleanliness, decency, and health, nine out of ten of
them must be pronounced failures. But none the less, our
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villages, in the summer, under the sun which glorifies every-
thing on which he shines, are really very pleasant to look
upon.

They are not so attractive in winter. The trees, stripped
of all but a few withered leaves, stand trembling in the cold,
like persons who have seen better days; the gardens are
only so many brown earth-blots ; the pavements are full of
treacherous puddles, which bode ill to other than water-
tights ; and the street is covered with a layer of greasy clay,
which cakes on the boots and gaiters of the men, till they
can hardly move in them or get out of them, and makes the
poor horses slip hither and thither as though they were
learning to slide, or had been drinking as much brown beer
as their drowsy teamster.

In the village the writer is thinking about the ills and
pains of winter were yet lingering. ‘The short February day
was dying out ; through the cottage windows the faint light
of the lean “short sixteens” was beginning to glimmer, and
the men, moist, cold, and weary, were getting home. « To-
night they don’t straggie in one or two at a time, but come
in groups of eight or nine or more. They march quicker
than usual, their air is brighter, their faces are more occu-
pied, and it is plain they have something special on hand.
Presently they come out of their cottages cleaned and
brushed up a bit, and make for an open space at the end of
the village. Three or four men drag an old waggon into
the centre; ali look and wait, and there soon rises that
buzzing murmur caused by the motion and questioning of a
crowd. A team comes creaking and jolting down the street,
and pulling short up opposite the concourse, the driver,
a rough, hard fellow from another village, wants to know
“what’s oop at Grindington to-noight ?” “ Whoy, doant e
know as Joe Arch is a cummin oaver?” “ Noa, e ant erd,
but if ’e be, dang it, if e doant toi oop th’ team and wait a
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A LABOURERS' MEETING. 11

bit!” Hark! Tramp, tramp, tramp, comes through the
thick air ; a hoarse cheer is raised, and some thirty or forty
tellows tfrom another village emerge out of the darkness
and blend with the crowd. Another detachment arrives,
and then another, until not fewer than five or six hundred
men are assembled. It is evident they mean business.
For a group of labourers they are marvellously quiet and
self-possessed ; and looked at by such light as a few lanterns,
a lamp or two, and some bottled candles cast upon them,
their faces show settled determination, and something which
looks like hope, and is, in many a case, there for the very
first time. Two or three farmers hanging on the rear of the
crowd eye it with manifest uneasiness. A little stir is
excited by the arrival of a cart containing three or four men,
who soon begin to arrange certain note-books and pencils,
and by this are declared to be reporters. A cottage door
opens on the right, and from out the warm light it emits
come five or six iabourers, who make straight for the waggon.
The crawd divides to let them pass, and as those nearest re-
cognise one of the number, they break out into lusty “ cheers
for Arch and the Union,” which cheers are taken up by the
crowd, and repeated again and again, until they ring
through the village, waking the chi'dren, rousing the very
jackdaws in the steeple, and filling the two old maids who
live at “ Verbena Cottage” with the dread foreboding that
their time has come. An aged man Tises in the waggon ;
the cheers cease, and amid perfect silence he begins to
speak. He is manifestly new to the position and to the
work, and at first proceeds with hesitation and discomfort.
His “old ooman” is listening to him, so is his master, and he
stands in awe of both. As he goes on his courage strengthens.
The pluck which in our Anglo-Saxon race always rises to

“the surface in the time of need rises in him, and now,

regardless of everything and everybody, he gives vent to his
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deep convictions and long-pent-up feelings in plain, homely,
fervid speech, which compels attention and wins unmis-
takable assent from those who hear it. His is a strange say
for this land and these times! Ingland is a rich country,
the richest in all the earth ; but this man, one of England’s
sons, and one of her most deserving ones, tells of a poverty
that is most woful. This is a free couniry,—our songs say
so, our Parliament men say so, our newspapers say so ; but
this man tells a tale of oppression and servitude which
crimsons the honest cheek with shame. This is a contented
country ; our peasants live in sylvan cottages, they serve
considerate masters, they are well nurtured, their lives pass
smoothly on, their old age is calm, unanxious, and respected.
So we have heard and read. But this man tells a tale of
misery and discontent and despair which scatters all these
dreams and pictures to the winds and fills one with wonder.
Listen ! He is seventy years of age. He has been a farm
labourer sixty-three years, having begun when he was barely
secven. He has preserved his character; he has worked
hard ; except in times of sickness, he has kept off the parish ;
his master and the squire and the parson give him a good
word, and smile benevolently when he makes his bow to
them, as ‘“he is in duty bound to do.” He has given sons
and daughters to the State. Of these, some died in infancy,
because, as he says, he couldn’t properly nourish them.
The low fevers which hang about ill-drained, ill-lit houses
seized them, and they died ; died because they were not
and could not be sufficiently fed. Others pulled through,
and grew up, he knows not how. He could not educate
them, for the schools were few and poor; and then he
hadn’t the pence for the fees. True, their mother had
‘“a little larnin’, but she was moastly at ‘th’ House,’ or else
i’ the fields, helpin’ to urn a bit o’ bread ; and when she got
whoam she wur tired ; and for the matter o’ that, so wur the
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A LABOURERS’ MEETING. 13

children, for all on ’em as could had been a bird scarin’,
or stonin’ i’ the lond, or lookin’ for a bit o’ firewood ; fur
ye see the family wur large, and things wur dear, and when
we'd paid for our flour, wi’ all we could do, we had but a
moite left.” But the children grew up. Of the girls, two or
three are the wives of labourers : they have families, are poor,
and can do nothing to help their aged relatives on either side.
One, the youngest, is in service, “and being a raul good
lass, contrives to remember the old folks at home.” Of the
lads, the bones of one are whitening in India, where he fell ;
another sleeps with his comrades in the English cemetery
at the Crimea; a third was lost at sea; one or two yet
remain, and they are on the soil. This man deserves well of
his country ; and the country recognises his deserts to the
extent of paying him eleven shillings a week, stipulating that
he shall work for this from dawn to dark. He hears of
privileges and such like things, but he knows that for the
last twenty years, taking one week with another, ‘“he ant
earned so good as eleven shillin’.” He is now old, his joints
are stiff, his strength is departing, and very soon he will have
to stand by. What awaits him then? “A bit o’ stone-
breakin’ on the roads, two shillin” a week from the parish,
and a loaf or two.” He will be a burden to the guardians,
the guardians will let him know it, the poor old fellow will
smart under the sense of it, will wish he was dead,—so will
the guardians,—and before long both will be gratified. Poor
old man! He has always been insolvent, he has never been
half fed, or content, or free ; he has never felt himself to be
a man, and knows that others have regarded him as a
mere farm machine.

“He reads in the paapers as ’ow the country’s growin’
richer and richer ; as ’ow the cairpenters and such, by union,
have bettered themselves, and come to have a share in the
gen’ral improvement, and thinks summut should be doin’
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for th’ labrin’ class. He has no hope for himiself, but afore
he dies he’d uncommon like to see the young uns doin’
better nor he’s done. He’s heerd o’ the Welleshourne men,
and Muster Arch, and seein’ as th’ master and th’ squoire
canna graetly harm him, sin’ he’s nigh done, he’s made bold
to ax Muster Arch to come and tell em down here what
they must do to get a trifle more wage and a bit better food ;
and Muster Arch, like a good un as he is, has come, and
will speak to um himself.” Tremendous cheering, amid
which Joseph Arch rises in the waggon and faces the crowd.
Move the light a little nearer that we may take a good look
at this man ! Of late he has been holding meetings of this
character in his own county of Warwickshire, and he means
to hold them, as far as he can, all through IEngland ; advo-
cating as his end, shorter hours and better pay, and as his
means, union.

These men before him, and all of their class, have any
quantity of faith in him. They call him *‘our man, our Joe,
the labourers’ hope, apostle, friend.” His influence over
them is unbounded. He has but to speak and it will be
done. If he likes to retaliate on the farmers, as they secem
inclined to do on him and his men, there will be mischief—
mischief for which the farmers will be solely to blame. He
has but to urge vengeance, and night after night flaming
stacks will illumine the darkness, and the whole country will
be laid waste. Be very careful, Joseph Arch ! You have at
this moment more power than any man in England over the
most downtrodden and oppressed class of the community.
They are smarting under the sense ot injury and injustice.
You hold them as men hold hounds in a leash,—hold them
with a judicious hand! If you loose them and let them go,
they will, without a doubt, spring as you direct them, but
not even by you will they be called back. What will this
man, so suddenly yet so certainly possessed of such vast

01
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A LABOURERS MEETING. 15

confidence and influence,—what will he do ! Must we hope,
or must we fear? Look at him as he stands there eyeing
the crowd, the light full upon his face. What sort of a face
is it?  Subtle, hard, selfish? Is the forehead low and
dark, or contracted and retreating? Are the eyes closely
set, furtive, and vicious? Is the chin long, sharp, and cruel ?
If so, fear the worst But these features are not here; I
shall hope in a man who has this face, and in his work.
Brow broad and open ; eyes frank and brave; chin square
and firm; face browned with exposure and marked with
small-pox, but thoreughly honest and manful ; head round,
very well set, and always erect, except betore God. I can
trust this man. I am sure he is true. He means fair play.
He hates oppression, whether it is on the side of master
or on the side of man. He will wilfully injure no one.
He will stand like a wall in defence of right or in opposi-
tion to wrong. This man has roused in me the respect and
enthusiasm he seems to excite in all who come to know him.
You may laugh at me, but I am sure if Joseph Arch had
been other than peasant-born, and had carried into other,
and, socially, higher spheres the same fearless, strong, wise
nature he now possesses, his country would have heard
good things of him. In Parliament, Bright and Cobden
would have found him a trusty henchman and ally. In
the Navy of the past, Nelson would have known him as
a man in no wise likely to disappoint England’s proud ex-
pectation. In war, the Iron Duke would have cast on him
that curt smile which a few yet remember, and would have
sent home some pithy word about his truth and valour. But
let us hear him. He draws his frame up to its full height of
five feet eight-and-a-half or nine, threws his deep chest well
forward, and as his face lights up with a singularly intelligent
and kindly expression, in a clear, ringing voice, which reaches
the remotest listener, he utters such sentiments as these :—
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“T shall perhaps do right at the outset if I tell you I am
a working man—one of yourselves. It has been insinuated
by some persons round my neighbourhood, that if some
gentleman had taken up this question they should have had
no doubt whatever of its success. I do not happen to be
one of those who think like that. I think if any one is able
to understand the wants, inconveniences, and wishes of the
farm labourers, it is that man who has been a farm labourer
for over twenty years, even though he may not have been
educated as a gentleman. I have had such experience ; but
I must tell you, before I proceed further, that you must not
expect from me anything like oratory. 1 was sent to work,
like most of your boys, when nine years of age, and from
then till now I have had to labour with my hands to procure
bread. I have been able, by the help of Divine Providence,
by hard work—which I don’t dislike—and by much sacrifice,
to bring up a family of seven children ; therefore I have
had some little practical knowledge of the trials and troubles
of the labouring man. And now I would just say here that
I do not want, in anything I shall say to-night, to cause
a bad feeling between the farmer and his men. I am not
here to advocate ill-feeling, rowdyism, or anything like
that. I am not here to advocate an onslaught on your
employer’s property, nor that you should jeopardise his
rights and interests .in order to extort from him an advance
of wages. We are going to burn no farmer’s ricks, to rob
no farmer’s house, nor kill any farmer’s cattle,-~—are we? I
am come here to-night, by request of your Committee, to
explain to you, in my simple way, as a working man, wha
is the great necessity of the day with regard to the working
man. There is a great, deep necessity, which must soon be
met. I know of efficient, able-bodied men who only get
10s. per week. Lately I went to the house of an old
experienced shepherd, whom I found living with his wife

2
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in a hovel not fit to turn pigs in, and the poor old man, who
works from five in the morning till seven or eight at night,
only receives §s. a week and two loaves. Only yesterday,
a waggoner told me he works from four in the morning till
eight at night, except on Sundays, when he works from five
till six. The man works one hundred hours in the seven
days for 12s. 6d., or 14d. an hour. [ want to ask every
sensible individual how it is possible for a man with four
or five children to support them decently, respectably, and
properly on 12s. a week. If there is any man here who
can tell us how a family can be brought up as it should
be on 12s. a week, we shall all be very pleased indeed to
hear him. The working man needs more money, and must
have more. It is very evident that, whatever some part of
society may think of us, each individual Englishman has
responsibilities of his own, whether you find him in the
House of Peers, in the counting-house, in the market, or
in the field— every individual man has responsibilities
resting upon his shoulders, which he must carry out more
or less for himself. We have our responsibilities ; but the
question is—Are we able to carry them out on 10s. or 12s.
per week? The tradesman has the means of enlightening
and instructing his children, and rendering them respectable
and useful members of society ; but the agricultural labourer
is dep-ived of such a privilege. There is no labourer in this
meeting who can feel, when he looks upon his family, that
he has done all for them that he should like to have done,
or even that society expected at his hands. Why is there
so much ignorance amongst us? Is it because parents are
not careful enough to send their children to school? I
admit there are some fathers amongst us who are a little bit
careless in this matter ; but the fact is, that the exigencies of
existence demand that the boy should go to work at eight,
and keep on till he is eighty, if his strength holds out so long.

3
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How is it possible for the father to send his children to
school when he cannot maintain them ? It matters not how
cheap the education is if you cannot spare the child’s labour,
to enable him to go to school. How can we raise our
children to a higher level, how can we educate them, except
by an increase of wages? Then, again, the working man
has been called a spendthrift ; it is said he is always in debt ;
and some set him down as a positive scamp. Suppose a
man by the strictest economy is enabled to keep out of debt
on 12s. a week, how can he help getting behind in his pay-
ments when iliness overtakes him or any of his family
require nourishment and medicine? He is unprepared for
the least adversity ; and when once behind how is it yossible
he can recover himself, when at the best he only kept out of
debt by the skin of his teeth? It may be said there are
charities for the poor man in his trouble. No doubt these
are very good things in their way, but I can hardly say that
I think them to be quite so good as some people try to make
them out to be. I am an Englishman, and [ know that I am
speaking to an audience of Englishmen. There is not a man
here to-night, however poor, but he likes to wear his own
coat, and to cut his own loaf ; and if a man can only have a
red-herring for dinner, he likes to pay for it, Just let us
look at this charity a bit. The parson of the parish is
generally the person who is the trustee or dispenser of the
charities, and as he comes round and distributes them, he
expects us to be very grateful, thankful, and obedient. If
you assert your manhood, and say, “ I am a man as well as
you,” he will not give you much charity. I think the wisest
step to take in the matter is to claim what is right for our
labour, so that we can buy our own comforts, and tell these
kind respectable people to keep their broth at home. I want
to see my fellow-workmen raised from serfdom and slavery.
Why, have we not as much right to have money and pay for

:
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our own clothes as the great Premier of the country has, and
as the farmer has ? I maintain that we have. Let usignore
this state of slavery, and get from under the hand of tyranny.
Talk of charity! Let us claim our rights with English
independence, honesty, and manhood.

“It is said by some, that capitalists have decidedly the
worst side of the question-—are the worst off. I really can-
not believe it. 1 remember some few years ago a farmer
came into my own neighbourhood and entered upon a farm
with a capital of £200, as he told me himself. Three or
four years after, he asked me to come and assist him in the
hayfield. During the four years he had bought a fine
hunting horse, and whereas at first he used to work in the
fields himself, he had latterly left it all to others. As I was
working, he came up and said, ‘I have been losing money
ever since I came on the farm.” That puzzled me, and I
said, ¢ Why, you told me soon after yot. came that you had
only £200 when you took the farm. I should judge that
the hunter you have bought is worth £150. Now if you
commenced business with only £209, how is it that you
could buy that hunter? How is it that you are so much
more the gentleman now than you used to be, if you
have been losing money all the while?

The man was
silent.

[ assert, fearless of contradiction, that the capitalist
has decidedly the best of it. When I said at Tachbrooke,
last week, that the labourers were a downtrodden class,
it seems I offended some people, who, I am told, say it is
a barefaced falsehood. I ask you, Is it true?

A man who
publicly said it last Sunday is paid to preach to the people
and save their souls. Can /¢ live upon 12s. a week >—and if he
can’t, a bachelor curate, how can we family men? [ value
my character as much as he does his, and I hurl back the
imputation, and say it is he who is deceiving the people, and
not me. I want us all to be honest, sober, and free, like

3*
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men. We have God on our side, right on our side, public
opinion on our side, and law at our back. Shall we remain
in serfdlom? Shall we see our wives suffer for want of
proper nourishment, and our children grow up in ignorance,
and not try to help ourselves out of this wretched state?
UNION is our only hope. Let us stand shoulder to shoulder
and go forward with confidence. Ask for what is fair, and
when you have asked it stand by it at all costs. Don’t com-
promise and don’t be intimidated ; don’t look at the toes of
your boots, but look at your master right in the face, as
honest men. Let no sophistry, no bribe, no threat, shake
your resolution or disunite your ranks. Stick together, and
the day of your emancipation is at your own command. I
move ‘ That this meeting thoroughly approves the Agricul-
tural Labourers' Union, and pledyes itself to do all that is in
its power to support ils interests.”

Enthusiastic cheering, giving in of names and subscrip-
tions—and the assembly breaks up. This is a sample
of the kind of meeting which has been held night after
night since February last, and of the style of Joseph Arch’s
addresses. His words are always direct, temperate, manly,
2.« thoroughly honest. The labourers could not have a
better champion, nor the farmers a fairer opponent. He is
worth knowing. Labourers should know and honour him for
his wise advocacy of their most deserving cause. Farmers
should know and respect him for his burning denuncia-
tion of all violence and coercion, for the moderation of his
counsels, and for the fairness of his demands. Society should

know him and respect him as a man who is wisely and 1
successfully heading the greatest movement of these times. 1

This meeting soon bore fruit. On the rith March (
two hundred labourers of Wellesbourne resolved to I

make an effort for an increased wage ; and being unable
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INAUGURATION OF THE UNION.

to obtain it as they wished in a peaceful and business-
like manner, they resolved to “strike.” Thanks to the
publicity given to the movement by the press, a con-
siderable amount of sympathy was soon evoked, and
on an appeal heing made to the trades’ unions through-
out the countr;, funds soon began to pour in. An
extensive migration of labourers to the north was in-
itiated, and on the 29th of March the inaugural meet-
ing of the Warwickshire Agricultural Labourers’ Union
was held at Leamington. At this important and most
novel meeting the Hon. Auberon Herbert, M.P., pre-
sided, and letters of encouragement fiom several other
members of Parliament were read.

A donation of one hundred pounds was handed in
from “a friend of the movement,” who wrote, “ The right
to combine must be fought for to the death”—a sen-
timent which was received by the assembled workmen
with enthusiastic and prolonged cheering,

The immediate result of this meeting was a general
rise in wages in the district, and in utter ignorance of
whereunto the thing was going to grow, Joseph Arch
meditated a return to his usual work. But it was not
to be. As the “woman of Samaria” had, under a
mightier inspiration, to leave “her water-pot” to make
known her wondrous revelation to the “men of the
city,” so this man must put down his hedge-hook and
his spade, and go forth throughout the rural districts
of England with his message of hope and deliverance.
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The “fulness of time” for the emancipation from social
thraldrom of the half-million of field workers had come,
and with the hour had come also the man.

On the 29th May a conference of agricultural dele-
gates representing some twenty-six counties was held
at Leamington, and Mr. George Dixon, one of the
members of Parliament for Birmingham, presided.

At this meeting the “ Warwickshire” Agricultural
Labourers’ Union was merged in the ¢ National,” and
the foundations were laid of the present widespread and
most potent agitation. An executive committee of
twelve bond-fide agricultural labourers was formed, of
which Joseph Arch was made the chairman. The
names of the twelve committee-men were as follows —
E. Russell, E. Pill; G. Allington, T. Parker, T. Biddle,
J. Prickett, J. Harris, E. Hayncs, H. Blackwell, G.
Jordan, R. Herring, and G. Lunnun. Mr. Henry
Taylor, a London trades unionist, who had early
evinced an interest in the rural bestirment, was elected
secretary, and Mr. J. E. Matthew Vincent, the editor
of the ““ Leamington Chronicle,” who had also generously
identified himself with the movement, and rendered it
signal service by his journal, was appointed treasurer.
In addition to this working organisation, the labourers
very wisely accepted the co-operation of a number of
gentlemen, whom they designated a consulting com-
mittee. Among the names on this committee appear
some of the foremost patriots and philanthropists of
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Britain, and their services have been at all times duly
appreciated by the labourers, and have undoubtedly
been of incalculable value to the movement.

The following code of rules was drawn up for the
government of the young but energetic organisation,
and accompanying each copy of the same was this
address by the chairman :—

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL AGRI-
CULTURAL LABOURERS’ UNION,

In submitting to their brethren the Rules of the “ National
Agricultural Labourers’ Union,” the Members of the * Na-
tional Executive Committee” have added certain Supple-
mentary Rules, for the use of Districts and Branches.
These Rules are not regarded by the National Executive as
exhaustive, but simply as fundamental. It is felt that
Districts and Branches should have perfect liberty to frame
such laws for their own guidance as their own special
circumstances may s ;gest ; that liberty is ireely accorded,
and the National Executive hope it will be exercised on the
basis of the Rules for Districts and Branches, and in
harmony with the General Rules of the National. The
National Executive hope soon to see a Branch Unjon in
every parish, and a District Union—that is, a combination cf
Branches—in every county or division, all communicating
with a common centre, all observing the same principles,
and all working for the same end. In the early stages
of our movement, let the Branch and District Meetings be
frequent, that enthusiasm may he kept alive, information
be dispersed, and the Union be perfected. We must have
no local jealousies, no self-seeking, no isolation. Unity of
action is above all things necessary, and this can be secured
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only as all the Branches and Districts work through a
common Representative and Executive Committee. We
must have money, and we must have it in one central fund,
to which all shall contribute, and from which, in time of
need, all shall in turn be aided. The strength of the great
trade societies is in their central funds. If we have a
balance here and another there, it will be simply impossible
to support a number of men in any emergency that may
arise. We must have a common treasury large enough,
through the payments of all, to support the demands that
may be made in the interest of all.

The funds of a Branch or District would soon be ex-
hausted if a number of men were thrown upon them, but
the National Fund-—the fund of all—would be rich enough
to meet any demands which the National Executive might
entertain, and to support our Members through any crisis.
Let it be clearly understood, then, that the Branch remits
its funds to the District; that the Districts remit three-
fourths of their receipts to the National; and that any
Branch or District failing to do this has no claim whatever
on the general resources of the Union. The fourth allowed
to be retained by the Districts can be disbursed at the
discretion of the District Committee in meeting current
expenditure and in promoting the general objects of the
Union. For the working expenses of Branches an Inci-
dental Fund is recommended, which may easily be realised
by a small payment from each Member. Our movement
has begun well. Success is, under God, in our own hands.
Let us cleave to and work for the Union. Let peace and
moderation mark all our meetings, Let courtesy, fairness,
and firmness characterise all our demands. Act cautiously
and advisedly, that no act may have to be repented or
repudiated. Do not strike unless all other means fail you.
Try all other means; try them with firmness and patience ;
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try them in the enforcement of only just claims ; and if they
all fail, then strike, and, having observed Rule 10, strike
with a will. Fraternise, Centralise ! With brotherly feeling,
with an united front, with every District welded into a great
whole, with a common fund to which all shall pay, and on
which all shall have the right to draw, the time will not
be distant when every Agricultural Labourer will have—
what few as yet have enjoyed—a fair day's pay for a fair
day's work. Nine and a half hours, exclusive of meal-times,
as a day’s work, and 16s. as a week’s pay, are not extrava-
gant demands. Society supports you in making them, and
they will be met soon. Brothers, be united, and you will
be strong ; be temperate, and you will be respected; realise
a central capital, and you will be able to act with firm-
ness and independence. Many eyes are upon you; many
tongues are ready to reproach you; your opponents say
that your extra leisure will be passed in the public-house,
and your extra pay be spent in beer. Show that their
slander is untrue! Be united, be sober, and you will
soon be free !
(Signed) JOSEPH ARCH,

Chairman of the National Executive Committee.

RULES AND CONSTITUTIN"

Name.
1. The National Agricultural Labourers’ Union.
Object.

2. (A) To improve the general condition of Agricultural
Labourers in the United Kingdom.

(B) To encourage the formation of Branch and District
Unions.

(c) To promote co-operation and communication be-
tween Unions already in existence.
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Council.

3. A Council, consisting of one Delegate from each
District Union shall meet at Leaminy con or elsewhere, as
may be determined by the preceding Council, on the third
Tuesday of May in each year, for the following purposes :

(A) To elect an Executive Committee, together with a
Treasurer, Secretary, and four Trustees.

(B) To receive a Financial Statement, with a Balance
Sheet for the previous year, duly audited by a public
accountant.

() To consider the General Report to be submitted
by Affiliated Districts for the year ending 31st March
preceding.

(D) To confer and decide on the general business and
interests of the Union.

National Executive Committee -Composition and Functions.

4. The National Executive Committee shall consist of a
Chairman, who shall have a second. or casting vote, and of
twelve Agricultural Labourers, seven of whom shall form a
quorum.

5. The National Executive Committee shall seek the
counsel and co-operation of gentlemen favourable to the
principles of the Unicn, and shall invite them to attend its
meetings, without power to vote.

6. The National Executive Committee shall meet each
alternate Monday, and oftener if necessary—all meetings
to be convened by the Secretary.

7. The National Executive Committee shall be entrusted
with the expenditure of all moneys contributed by the
public, by the Affiliated Districts, or otherwise ; and shall
employ the same in furthering the objects specified in Rule
2; it shall also adopt such general means as it may think
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desirable to carry on the work of the Union, and shall
appoint paid agents and officers at discretion,

8. The National Executive Committee shall make the
necessary arrangements for each Annual Council, and shall
submit a programme of the business to be considered to
the Secretary of each Afiiliated District, at least fourteen
days before the third Tuesday in May. Should any im-
portant and unforeseen circumstances arise to necessitate
such a course, the National Executive Committee may
at any time convoke a Special Council, upon giving the
usual notice, and shall do so forthwith on the written
request of six District Committees.

9. The National Executive Committee shall communi-
cate to the Secretary of each District Union any proposals
or suggestions that may seem advisable in the general
interests of the Union as a whole.

Settlement of Disputes.

10. All cases of dispute between the Members of the
National Agricultural Union and their Employers must be
laid before the Branch Committee to which such Members
may kelong ; and, should the Branch Committee be unable
to arrange the question to the mutual satisfaction of the
parties interested, in conjunction with the District Com-
mittee, recourse shall be had to arbitration. Should the
District Committee be unable to arrange for such arbitration,
an appeal shall be made to the National Executive Com-
mittee for its decision. Any award made by arbitration or
by decision of the National Executive shall be binding
upon all members of the Union; and in no case shall a
strike be resorted to until the above means have been
tried and failed.

Financial.

11. The Funds of the National Agricultural Labourers’

Union shall be invested in the names of the following
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gentlemen as Trustees :—Mr. A. ARNOLD, Hampton-in-
Arden ; Mr. JESSE COLLINGS, Birmingham ; Mr, E. JENKINS,
London ; Mr. W. G. WARD, Periston Towers, Ress,

12. The Treasurer shall make no disbursements except
on receipt of a resolution of the National Executive Com-
mittee, signed by the Chairman and Secretary ; at the first
Meeting in each month he shall present a Cash Statement
to the National LExecutive, and shall deposit, at interest,
in the names of the Trustees, with Lloyd’s Bank at
Leamington, any sum in his hands exceeding £50.

District Commiitlees.

13, District Committees shall bear the name of the
County or Division embracing them ; as, the “Kent District,”
or the “West Berks District of the National Agricultural
Labourers’ Union.”  District Committees shall be composed
of Delegates from the various Branches of the District ; and
each District Committee shall elect an Ixecutive of seven
Members, together with a Chairman, Secretary, and Trea-
surer, who shall meet monthly, and oftener when neces-
sary.

14. Each District Committee shall regulate its own
affairs in conformity with the general principles laid down
in the preceding Rules ; but no Rules drawn up by any
Branch shall be accepted by the National Agricultural
Labourers’ Union, unless they shall first have been ratified
by the District Committee to which such Branch belongs.

15. District Committees shall do their utmost to prevent
men who may migrate to another locality from underbidding
their fellow Labourers already at work there.

16. Each District Committee shall be required at its own
cost to send a Delegate to the Meetings of the Council.

17. Each District Committee shall send to the National
Executive Committee, on or before the fourteenth of every
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month, a brief Report of its proceedings; and on the
third Friday in April, July, October, and January, under a
penalty of 10s. for negiect, a Financial Statement, with the
balance due on the quarter.

18. Each District Cominittee must inform the National
Executive Committee of any important action contemplated
within its jurisdiction ; and should any proceedings be
taken by a District without the sanction of the National
Executive Committee, and be persisted in after the National
Iixecutive has signified its disapproval, such District shall
not be assisted in its action by the funds of the National
Agricultural Labourers’ Union.

19. All Districts wishing to be affiliated with the National
Agricultural Labourers’ Union must remit three-fourths of
the entrance fees and of the weekly contributions to the
National Executive Committee, to be invested and em-
ployed in accordance with previous rules.

20, Cards of Membership, bearing the device of the
National Agricultural Labourers’ Union, shall be issued to
the District Committees, to be supplied by them to their
several Branches.

Branches.

21, Each Branch shall bear the name of the village or
parish in which its business is transacted.

22. Branches shall consist of the Agricultural Labourers
of one or more parishes in the same locality, who shall pay
an entrance fee of 6d. and a weekly contribution of 2d.

23. Branches, as soon as practicable, shall unite in
forming themselves into Districts,

24. Each Branch shall annually elect a Chairman,
Treasurer, Secretary, and a Committee of seven Members,
for the management of its business, to communicate with
the District Executive, and, through it, with the National
Executive.
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25. Branches shall meet fortnightly for the payment of
contributions and other business.

26. The Chairman shall preside at each Meeting of the
Branch ; he shall preserve crder, promote the interests and
repute of the Union to the besu of his power, and sign all
reports, minates, etc. The Secretary shall keep the ac-
counts of the Branch, record the minutes of all the Meet-
ings, and pay over all funds to the Treasurer without loss of
time. The Treasurer shall receive all moneys, and, under a
penalty of 2s. for neglect, shall, in conjunction with the
Secretary, remit them to the District Executive on the first
Thursday in every month, together with an audited account.

27. Each Branch shall raise an incidental fund to meet
its own working expenses.

28. Branches shall be at liberty to frame any bye-laws
they may think necessary —regard being had to Rule 135.

29. These Rules shall be subject to additions or altera-
tion only by the Annual or a Special Council. One month’s
notice of any intended Amendment must be given to the
Secretary in writing, and such Amendment shall not be
adopted unless two-thirds of the Delegates present approve
it by vote.

The Union was now fairly launched, and, for weal
or woe, a new force was henceforth to be brought to
bear upon English society. Scarcely a month had
elapsed since its consolidation at the May conference
before a new and most potent agency was set in
motion for the furtherance of its ends. On June 6th
the “ Labourers’ Chronicle” was started by Mr. J. E. M.
Vincent, and the circulation rapidly extended throujh-
out the rural districts. In its columns week by week
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a series of very powerfully written articles appeared,
and some of them —notably those from the pen of
Mr. W. G. Ward, of Ross, on the land question—were
of a mature to arrest the attention of other than
agricis -l labourers or their sympathisers. The in-
fluence of this journal upon the movement, and upon
the great mass of the labourers generally throughout
the country, can scarcely be exaggerated. It is no
uncommon thing to see half a dozen labourers sitting
under a hedge at their mid-day meal listening to a

seventh who is reading from its pages.

INCIDENTS OF THE MOVEMENT.

In order to convey anything like a correct idea of

this social revolt, it will be necessary to select from the
ample reports of the labeurers’ organ some of its most
striking incidents. As the work went on the opposition
to it developed and intensified. How the work grew,
and how this opposition was shown, will appear from
a statement of what came under my immediate notice.
Towards the close of the year 1872, as I was seated
in my dining-room one evening, about half a dozen
rough - clad labourers called to see me. On inquiring
what was their business, they informed me that they
had called to ask me to help them to form themselves
into a Union. I advised them to well consider the
matter, to “count the cost,” and call on me in a week’s




32 THE REVOLT OF THE FIELD.

time. At the end of the week they called again with
a few more would - be unionists. Their minds were
fully made up-—they must have their Union. I drew
up some rules for them and gave them a start, and
as no school-room or public building could be on any
account granted for their use as a meeting-place, I used
to meet them once a fortnight in my coach-house.
Things went on pretty smoothly for a few weeks, when
one Friday evening a knock came at my front door,
and on the servant going to see who was there she
found a congregation of labourers outside. Could they
‘“see the maister ”? Certainly ; walk in. “ Here’s a hall-
ful of men, sir, wanting to see you,” said the servant
as she opened my parlour door. “Well, my men,” I said
cheerily, on going out to them, “what’s your business
to-night?” “Why, sir,” replied one of them, “we're
in a bit of a fix. The ‘maister’ has given us notice
to-night that we must either leave the ¢ Union’ or leave
his farm by this day week, and we are come to ask
you what we had best do in the matter.” I paused
before replying. It was no light responsibility to advise
under such circumstances. Most of those meu had
families depending on them. Winter was close upon
them; the employer who had thus come down upon
them had taken good care to get his harvest well housed
before he struck the blow; and leaving the farm meant
leaving the home, and starvation. I told them to weli
look the affair over, pointing out the difficulties of
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fidelity to their convictions, at the same time urging
them as much as I dared to “stand like the brave,”
assuring them that if they stood by the Union, the
Union would certainly stand by them. In a week’s
time they came again. “ Well,” I said, “what’s your
verdict?” “To stand true to the Union, sir.” “I am
glad to hear it,” I replied: “and now those of you who
like T'll send to Leamington, and the secretary there
will direct you to some work.”

Immediately on their leaving the week previously, I
had written off two letters—one to the secretary of the
Union at Leamington, to be prepared for the worst ;
and another to the proprietor of the farm where the
men were at work —the Earl of Radnor-—to try
and avert the blow. His lordship had, however, de-
clined to interpose between his unwise tenant and his
men.

Within a week from that time, most, if not all, the
men were at work in the North at greatly increased
wages ; though unfortunately, through the lack of suit-
able accommodation—which has ever proved the weak
point of migration—they had to leave their families
behind them.

A few days after their departure, I had to listen to
a torrent of abuse from the employer, who had found
out, when it was too late, how egregiously he had blun-
dered in his anti-Union crusade.

The next incident to which I can speak from

4
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personal observation was one which involved a most
important question of civil liberty.

Early in the year 1873 a labourers’ meeting was held
in the village of Littleworth, near Faringdon, Berkshire.
At the instance of an ill-conditioned farmer of the
village, three of the leaders of the meeting were sum-
moned before the Faringdon bench of magistrates for
obstruction of the highway. The case was exceedingly
flimsy, as the Primitive Methodists had for many years
been accustomed undisturbedly to hold their meetings
on the selfsame spot. The men were, however, con-
victed. On my reporting the circumstances of the case
to the executive committee at Leamington, it was unani-
mously resolved to hold an open-air test-meeting in the
town of Faringdon. Mr. Arch and one or two gentle-
men of the consulting committee determined to be
present.

Towards the end of March this meeting was held.
An immense throng of labourers half filled the spacious
market-place of the quiet old country town. Mr. J. C.
Cox, a justice of the peace for Derbyshire, who has
distinguished himself by his chivalrous devotion to the
labourers’ cause from the first, took the chair; and by
his side, in the waggon which constituted the platform,
were the worthy president and secretary of the Union,
Messrs. Arch and Taylor ; Mr. W. Mackenzie, a London
barrister ; and two or three local friends of the move-
ment.
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Soon after the commencement of the proceedings a
request was made to the chairman by the superintendent
of police to dissolve the meeting, as it was illegal. Mr,
Cox politely informed the official that the meeting was
held expressly to test the illegality, and that it would
not be discontinued till the proceedings were concluded ;
at the same time furnishing him with the names and
addresses of all who were about to take part in it.

Contrary to the expectations of those whose charity
was in excess of their acquaintance with human nature,
especially that part of human nature which is represented
by country squiredom, summonses were in due time
served on each of these gentlemen “to be and appear”
before the dread tribunal of the Faringdon bench “on
the 15th April, 1873, to answer to the charge of wilfully
obstructing her Majesty’s highway on the,” &c., &c.

Appreciating the importance of the point in dispute,
the committee wisely determined to spare no expense in
providing the defence. The eminent Queen’s counsel
Mr. Fitzjames Stephen, with Mr. Edward Jenkins, were
retained for the occasion ; and the case was entrusted to
the able care of Messrs. Shaen and Roscoe, of London.

On the morning of the trial the usual quiet of the
sleepy old town was disturbed in a most unwonted
manner.  Troops of labourers poured in from the
villages. Everybody seemed to understand instinctively
the issues of the battle. The future welfare of the Union
was more or less involved in the struggle. With every

4%
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public building closed against them, where could their
meetings be henceforth held if their right of meeting on
village greens and public market-places was successfully
disputed ?

So the plough and harrows were forsaken for the
nonce, and Farmer Jones must wait till to-morrow for his
barley-sowing, for Hodge is off to the trial.

And there were not wanting more distinguished visitors
that day. The veteran reformer Charles Neate, Esq.,
senior fellow of Oriel college, Oxford, and a few years
ago M.P. for the university city, was there. Editors of
local journals and representatives of more ambitious
prints were attracted by the bold venture of the squires.
Birmingham had its reporter there, and the “wire” would
bear to the great city itself a report of the important
transactions.

“There was a petition I think you said, Mr. Clayden?”
asked the astute Q.C., as he sat opposite to me
at lunch on the morning of the trial, at the same time
helping himself to a glass of Bess as unconcernedly as
possible.  “Yes,” I replied, without the slightest idea
of the significancy of the reply; “I wrote it out myself
in this very room, and deiivered it to the chairman at
the meeting, and heard it read.” “That you iave
no objection to state in court?” ‘““Not the least.”
“Thank you. A glass of sherry with yorr, Mr. Neate.”
Thus coolly did the distinguished lawyer settle the great

point of his defence. In yonder court the leading
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farmers were congregating to hear their great Arch-
enemy discomfited; for the word has gone forth that
there will sure to be a conviction. The place of meeting
was on her Majesty’s highway— there could be no
question of that; and there could be no question either
that the concourse of people caused an * obstruction” of
such ‘““highway.” Yes, the thing was clear as noonday,
and they knew they could rely on the bench. Happy
illusion! Within the capacious brain of the seemingly
careless man before me lay concealed the little bomb-
shell that would in a few hours’ time Liow all their little
castles in the air clean out of sight. But I am antici-
pating my narrative.

At one o'clock on that Tuesday morning the little
court-room of the Faringdon bench was packed as it
had rarely been before. On the bench were the noble
chairman, Viscount Barrington, the owner of yonder
exquisite piece of Elizabethan architecture known as
Beckett House. By his side is the sightless but inde-
fatigable magistrate, Thomas Leinster Goodlake, Esq.,
one of the bitterest opponents of the Union that
England could produce, and one whom it were better
never to have been born than to offend. On the other
side was William Dundas, Esq.,, a retired Chancery
lawyer, whose judicious avoidance of any conflict with
the energetic master of Kitemore makes him often
appear to sanction what, as a truly kind-hearted and
Christian gentleman, he must seriously disapprove of,




38 THE REVOLT OF THE FIELD.

The fourth magistrate who is on duty to-day is William
Campbell, Esq., the son of a wealthy New Zealand
merchant and landowner, who owns the old-fashioned
but highly picturesque property known as Buscot Park.
Another magistrate occupies a back seat on the raised
part which constitutes that more or less appalling tribunal
the “ Bench,” but, for some cause or other, he takes no
part in the proceedings. His name is Daniel Bennett,
Esq., lord of the manor of Great Faringdon. His resi-
dence is yonder old Elizabethan pile surrounded with
venerable elms. The broad acres which surround his
domain, and which at one time formed a part of it, have,
through the exigencies of time or the vagaries of its
wanton whirligig, passed into the hands of the wealthy
coroneted ex-banker who lives in the somewhat gloomy
retirement of Lockinge, in the vicinage of the unroman-
tic town of Wantage.

The other two gentlemen standing on the sacred
precincts are Captain—or Colonel rather, I should say-—
Blandy, the chief of the Berkshire constabulary; and
the vicar of the parish, the Rev. Henry Barne, M.A.

Seated immediately below the chairman is the bland
and gentlemanly clerk of the bench, Mr. George
Frederick Crowdy; and near him his equally polite
political and professional rival, Mr. George James
Haines, the local factotum of the Tory M.P., Col
Loyd Lindsay, who enjoys the reputation of being pro-
spectively the richest commoner in England, through




lam
and
ned
ark.
ised
nal
no
ett,
‘esi-
vith
his
e,
its
thy
my
an-

nd
rge
lite
nes

v

INCIDENTS OF THE MOVEMENT, 39

a happy alliance with the only child of the immensely
rich Lord Overstone.

By the side of this deeply interested legal adviser of
local well-to-doism sits the Reading lawyer to whom
the conduct of the prosecution has been committed.
He is a smart-looking middle-aged man, who ..ay be
fairly trusted to make the best of even a bad case, and
if we may judge from his self-satisfied and somewhat
jaunty air, he deems his case to-day anything but a bad
one. On the opposite side of the table are seated
Mr. Edward Jenkins, Mr. Fitzjames Stephen, and the
celebrated London lawyer, Mr. Shaen. A quiet smile
sits on the face of the former gentleman. Is he shaping
out materials from this trial for another “ Ginx’s Baby,”
or “Little Hodge,” or “Lord Bantam” ? Very probably.
He has got the dramatis persone before him, if he did
but know it, for a far more thrilling story than he has
yet put in print. His chief, however, has no embryo
romance before his mind. He is all business. A
shrewd, wide-awake man that! Those full, heavy
features, with that greater fulness above, are indicative
of a reserve of intellectual force that will cut the comb
of the Reading lawyer before the day is out, unless
I am mistaken. Yes, gentlemen at the bar, your case
is in good hands, or my penetrative powers are for ever
humbled.

The case proceeds. The prosecuting counsel has
stated his instructions, and his witnesses have made
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their record. A policeman or two avow there was an
obstruction of the highway —a brewer of the town
among others had informed them that he was ob-
structed in his passage from his residence to the
brewery. He would be put in the witness-box to swear
this. Later on it was found, however, that in a fit of
discretion this valuable witniess had left the constabu-
lary in the lurch. Probably he had caught sight of
Mr. Stephen’s physique, or dreaded the powers of Mr,
Jenkins' satire. Anyhow he did not appear—a fact of
which Mr. T. L. Goodlake did not fail to remind the
unhappy counsel for the prosecution in one of his most
biting side-hits.

Another valuable witness, however—the landlord of
the Crown Hotel-—was not thus without the courage of
his convictions. He was driving home, and had to

rein in his horse before he could pass into his gates.
The evidence of obstruction was conclusive ! A tnird

witness—a carriage maker of the town-—was driving
home, and although he could not say that he was ob-
structed, still, if he had wanted to drive into the Crown
Hotel, he certainly should have had some trouble. Mr,
Stephen did not deem it altogether essential that this
valuable witness should be cross-examined. This must
have struck the defendants as being rather careless.
“That is my case, my lord,” exclaimed the somewhat
chopfallen lawyer, and resumed his seat.

As he did so, Mr. Fitzjames Stephen rose. It was
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perfectly plain to the most superficial observer that the
Q.C. had the game in his hand. But his trump card
was not going to be played just yet. He must afford
himself and the court the luxury of making mincemeat
of the trumped-up affair before he gave it its coup-de-
grdace. One witness—the burly superintendent of the
police, facetiously designated by Mr. Stephen “the Village

Hercules”

—had referred to the fact that it was a service
night at the church when the meeting was held, and
godly parishioners had been prevented thereby from
going to church.

Amid roars of laughter, in which the worthy vicar
joi ned most heartily, Mr. Stephen appealed to the
reverend gentleman before him whether the hindrances
to worship were not probably more internal than ex-
ternal.  Of course the mysterious non-appearance of the
chief witness-—the brewer-—did not escape the satire
of the learned gentleman, nor the valuable contribution
to the case from the homeward-bound coachmaker.
Long before the speech was ended, there were not six
men in the court who did not feel confident that the
prosecution had collapsed. And when, with that in-
effable satisfaction with which an absurdity is finally
disposed of, he quietly informed the Bench that even
if an obstruction was proved the prosecution was
powerless against his clients, as they were protected by
the Bill of Rights, it seemed a superfluity to put witnesses
in the box. However, Mr. Charles Neate very clearly
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disposed of the rubbishy testimony as to an obstruction,
and I was able to settle the question of a petition, and
on the completion of the defence, a very short period of
retirement from the court was sufficient to enable the
Bench to declare the case dismissed. Though inevitable,
the victory, however, was not the less valuable. Hence-
forth the right of public meeting in towns and villages
was secured to the Union, on the simple condition of
having a petition to Parliament on the programme.
The Bill of Rights protects from imprisonment all as-
semblies of English citizens who meet for the purpose
of petitioning the House of Commons.

Returning for a moment to the year 1872-—the natal
year of the “ Union”—there were two or three incidents
which deserve notice.  On the 2nd September the
Bishop of Gloucester—Dr. Ellicott—made a very indis-
creet reference to the movement at a meeting of the
Gloucester Agricultural Society. Severely animadverting
on the “agitators”—as he designated the delegates who
were deputed by the L.eamington committee to proclaim
the new social gospel throughout the rural districts—he
significantly suggested the village horse-pcnd as a not
unfitting place in which to plunge the wretched disturbers
of the peace. Never was /Japsus lingue more unfor-

tunate ; and still more unfortunate was the dogged with-
holding of apology by the bishop. From a thousand
platforms and in a thousand publications has this fatal
utterance been repeated. It has travelled all over
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Canada, and is as familiar to the Americans as any
saying of our Gladstone or Disraeli. Like many
another offender, the unfortunate cleric has again and
again pleaded that it was “only a little one.” But the
plea has been useless, and doubtless, small as the
offence seems when viewed as the semi-jocose post-
prandial utterance of a somewhat out-of-place clergy-
man, it has probably done as much as anything to give
the movement its present decidedly anti-clerical com-
plexion.

By the first week in September the subscriptions in
aid of the Tnion, as published in the ‘Labourers’
Chronicle,” had reached nearly a thousand pounds. A
considerable number of Unionists emigrated towards the
end of the month to New Zealand, under the auspices
of the eminent railway contractors Messrs. John Brogden
and Sons, whose terms were of an unprecedentedly
favourable character, owing to their demand for men
to carry out their railway contracts in that colony.

On the 12th of November an electoral reform con-
ference was held in St. James’s Hall, London, under the
presidency of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, of Birmingham,
when the question of the enfranchisement of the agricul-
tural dabourers was ably discussed. Mr. Arch was
present, and replied with his wonted force to the objec-
tions raised on the ground of the illiteracy and general
unfitness of the labourers for the political boon.

A month later a great meeting was held in Exeter
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Hall to express the sympathy of the London citizens in
the movement of the rural districts. The Lord Mayor—
Sir Sydney Waterlow—was to have taken the chair, but,
owing to a discovery that Messrs. Bradlaugh, Odger, and
others of the extreme school of politics were intending
to seize the occasion for the airing of their peculiar
views on the land question, he was persuaded to decline
the honour. Happily, Mr. Samuel Morley, who had
just previously given the munificent sum of five hundred
pounds to the Union funds, at once filled up ihe gap,
and thus, in a twofold manner, testified his respect for
a movement which was at that time far from being
universally popular. The chief speakers on the im-
portant occasion were Messrs. Arch, Ball, and Mitchell,
as representing the labourers; and Dr. Manning, Mr.
Thomas Hughes, M.P., Sir Charles Dilke, M.P., Sir
Charles Trevelyan, Sir John Bennett, and Mr. Mun-
della, M.P.

The admirably-expressed story of the labourers elicited
the utmost sympathy, and but for an unfortunate and
most ill - timed invasion of the platform by a pushing
secularist lecturer, the demonstration would have proved
a complete success. A resolution was passed amid
considerable enthusiasm, declaring the present condition
of the agricultural labourers a national disgrace and
inimical to the best interests of the nation, and in
favour of speedy measures for their social and intellectual
amelioration. On the motion of Mr. Charles Bradlaugh,
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a rider was added in favour of certain changes in the
land laws.

The progress of the Union during the year had been
of the most remarkable character. From village to
village, and from county to county, it had spread with
a rapidity wholly unprecedented. The delegates-—for
the most part labouring men, and to a large extent
men who had gained their power of speech through
their connection with the village chapels of the Primi-
tive Methodists—threw into their worx the intensest en-
thusiasm. Mr. Arch, whose services were of universal
requisition, had performed simply Herculean tasks,
speaking to immense meetings night after night in
widely -separated districts. The result was a universal
interest in the question, and thoughtful men were asking
one another whereunto the thing would grow. Landlords
and farmers united in heaping upon the unusual pheno-
menon in their midst their sarcasm and abuse, and the
whole tribe of petty journalists in country places who
live upon the smiles of the wealthy and well-to-do classes
joined in the chorus of contempt of the “rural upstarts.”

In order to convey a correct idea of the kind of work
done by these agents of the Union, and how they do
it, I will give a few extracts from the “ Labourers’
Chronicle,” which gives a weekly digest of the proceed-
ings of the delegates.

Perhaps it may be as well to preface these extracts
and quotations with a sort of manifesto which the
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““Chronicle” issued the week after the first anniversary of
the Union had been held in Leamington. A controversy
had sprung out of a leading article of the *“ Chronicle,”
which will be found farther on, and the following
straightforward deliverance was the result :—

The “ Labourers’” Union Chronicle” was a private venture,
risking much with a problematical gain; commercial notions
were not supreme in directing its birth. We had an idea,
and we were, and are, willing to sacrifice much for the idea.
We mean to stand by the weakest member of the British
family, guide him by our counsel, educate him in true manli-
ness, and be his champion against all assailants.

Our programme we first set out with we shall stand by to
the end ; and that we may not be misunderstood, often as we
have stated it, we will state it again :—

1st. A rise in wages, We dictate no amount ; we place no
limit ; we simply say that we think, looking at prices of pro-
duce and fuel, 16s. a week is not too much for every able-
bodied farm labourer; shepherds and waggoners of the
right sort cannot be overpaid at £1 a week. As to the
representation of farmers that the moment a man joins the
Union he is not a free agent, it is utterly false. If a body
of Union men choose never to ask for an advance, they are
never coerced ; if they make a foolish bargain, they are
neither fined nor condemned. We give them good advice
upon all points as far as we can ; when they want assistance,
it is granted. If they strive lawfully and respectfully for an
advance in wages, and are met unfriendly, the committee
will stand by them, faithfully protecting them at any cost.

2nd. We desire and strive for the franchise for the
labourer. If he is to respect himself, and be respected by
others, he must have the dignity of citizenship ; and as Par-
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liament for five hundred years has oppressed him, it is quite
time he should be on a political equality with the landowner,
his old oppressor. Taxation without representation is
tyranny--is as true from his mouth as from the middle-ciass
man in the old unrepresented boroughs.

3rd. The farm labourer must have a fair chance of land ;
it is required not only for his benefit, but for the benefit of
the nation. The land monopoly must be destroyed, and the
land nationalised ; we advocate its being done slowly and
moderately, but we desire the change to commence at once.
We advocate the extension of Mortmain Acts to the extreme
limits ; in other words, all lands held by charities or corpora-
tions of every sort and character should be seized at once by
the Government, five per cent. less than their net produce
should be paid to the late holders, and five per cent. less each
year until there is no payment at all. In the case of useful
schools and colleges, the payment of the full net produce in
perpetuity may be a useful national benefit.

Then all waste land should be gradually divided up in four,
eight, ten, and twenty acres, as the soil and district ana
demand indicate as best ; houses to be built, and capital
advanced just as has been done to the large landowners ;
four per cent. rental in perpetuity to be paid upon land and
permanent buildings, five or six per cent. upon money re-
payable to cover capital and interest in twenty years.

All Government forest land to be used up in the same way
as fast as there is a demand.

And the most important point is an extension of the
probate duties to land. Every person leaving by will, or
giving by deed of gift, over one hundred acres of land to
each person, the receiver shall have cut off one-tenth, to
be nationalised and used as stated above.

This simple and moderate remedy would effectually destroy
the land monopoly ; primogeniture and entail would vanish
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before it without any declaratory acts of Parliament. And
the land would be gradually nationalised ; in about two
centuries no one would hold more than a hundred acres of
land, and nearly one-half of the land would have been con-
fiscated to Government, giving a revenue of twenty-five
millions a year; and the benefit would commence at once,
and be continually increasing as fast as such changes can
healthily proceed.

SPEECHES OF UNION DELEGATES.

The following is the substance of an address lately de-
livered at Nutfield, Essex, by Mr. Heywood, one of the dele-
gates of the National Union. He said that in the remarks
he was about to offer he should address himself exclusively
to the working men present, and he should therefore,
perhaps, be rather plain, or as St. Paul had said, “rude of

speech.” He was very pleased to see such a good meeting
and to meet with them on this important guestion. He was
especially glad to see so many wemen present, as he found
that they were everywhere great friends to the Union move-
ment. He had known one woman who threatened that if
her husband didn’t join the Union she would tear all the
hair off his head. He supposed none of those present
wanted bald heads. Then they had better join the Union.
The movement, since its inauguration, had made rapid
progress. Thousands had been gathered into it, and the
Union was daily increasing in strength. They were not,
however, getting on so well without opposition. The
farmers were, in most places, violently opposed to them.
At a meeting held at Fletching the farmers did not know
how to behave themselves like gentlemen. For such con-
duct as that there was no excuse. He (the speaker) always
endeavoured to say nothing but the truth, and to say it in a
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becoming manner. The farmer who opposed a man for
becoming a Unionist was disloyal to the Queen, for the
Union was according to law. The working men did
not like to be called disloyal to Queen Victoria, though a
farmer could not object to the Union without committing
an act of disloyalty to his sovereign. His (the speaker’s)
advice to the labourers was, when they found themselves
opposed by their masters, not to fly to the Law of Moses,
“an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,” but rather to
the law of the gentler dispensation of the Gospel ; and not
to retaliate, but to bear the enmity against them like men,
and, if possible, like Christian men. There was no strength
in swearing or in bad language, but in truth and law-
abiding manliness. The labourers should be respectful to
their masters, whatever they may be to the labourers. The
speaker, continuing, said that wherever the Union had been
established wages had gone up; yet there were men who
were not in the Union who could still hold out their hand
for the extra shilling on Friday night. It was the Union
that had got that for them, and it was not honest of them
to receive the benefit and refuse to join. Moreover, they
must remember that the higher wages were not only to be
got but to be kept, and it was only by means of the Union
that that could be done. His advice, therefore, to all the
labourers was to join the Union at once. If they didn't
they must mind the hair on their heads. The wives wanted
the extra pay, and girls were not to blame if they refused to
marry non-Unionist men. What he wanted for them was,
not only to be better paid, but to be better men ; to have
not only more to eat and drink, but to be better educated
and so better clothed, and to live in better cottages. The
Union, therefore was likely to give an impetus to work, for
the better cottages would demand the services of the carpen-
ters and the plasterers, and the masons and the bricklayers,

5
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There was another thing he would remind them of, and that
was, not to neglect the franchise, nor to rest till they had
obtained it, as it was that by which they would be enabled
to raise themselves up in the political and the social scale.
They must not neglect the claims of the mind in favour of
the claims of the body. They must learn to read, read the
Bible, read good books, and good newspapers ; and they
must not only read, but read thoughtfully; not be like the
butterfly that flies from flower to flower, but like the bee
that delves down laboriously into the honey-cup and sucks its
treasures from the very bottom. The Unionist men had been
accused of being republicans and infidels, and Sir Michael
Beach had written to the “Times” to caution the public to
distinguish between the non-Unionist labourers and the
Union delegates. He repudiated the assertions of Sir
Michael Beach as unjust. They were not republicans, but
loyal subjects of the Queen ; they were not infidels, but
believed in the great truths of Christianity. He, for one,
might tell Sir Michael Beach that he (the speaker) had
preached the Gospel, and that he loved his Bible. He
would advise their oppressors to study that book more.
Let them take Cruden’s Concordance, and turn to the word
‘“oppression,” and let them refer to their Bibles and see what
was said about it there. Let them search through the
whole of the Old Testament and the New, and they would
find that though much was said against it nothing was said
for it. And what had been God’s way for the deliverance
of the oppressed? When the Israelites were to be brought
out of their cruel bondage in Egypt, had He not placed His
hand upon Moses, the son of one of the oppressed people ?
When God Himself walked this world to bring mankind
into the liberty of the Gospel, where did He go? Did He
go to Athens? there were poets and philosophers there.
Did He go to Rome? there were emperors and warriors
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and statesmen there. No; but He went to the poor fishermen
of Galilee. And when the time came that the American slaves
were to be liberated from thraldrom, did He not place His
hand upon Abraham Lincoln, the man who in early life
had followed the humble occupation of a rail-splhtter?
When, too, the agricultural labourers were to be delivered
from their long oppression, it was not to be done by our
great men, our philosophers and generals and statesmen ;
but God had put His hand upon Joseph Arch, the Warwick-
shire labourer. He (the speaker) would urge upon all
present to join the Union, which he believed was calculated
to better their condition. Its principles were good, its
objects were good, and there was everything to encourage
it. It would improve them, would better their conduct, and
protect them. It was said that the mechanics were more
intelligent and better educated than the labourers : this was
to be attributed to the principles of Unionism; and he
hoped the mechanics would continue to help the labourers
in this movement as they had done hitherto. Let the
shopkeepers, too, with whom the labourers spent their
money, encourage the Union men. They would equally
reap the benett of the higher wages. ‘And let them try, too,
to get the co-operation of some of the wealthy and influential
gentlemen of the district. Lastly, when at length they had
reaped the advantages of the movement and began to feel
their power, he would say to them, “ Never be tyrants.”
Let there be too much of moral dignity about them to
retaliate. A farmer in Berkshire had said that what they
(the farmers) wanted were “ men with strong arms and no
brains,” That was an insane expression. He would like
to put that farmer into a railway train, shut him up by
himself, lock the doors, and turn on the steam. He would
perhaps want to go to Manchester or to Liverpool. *Well,”
he (the speaker) would say to him, “ go a-head ; the steam’s
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up, there’s no driver, and you can’t get out, but you've a
strong arm and no brains ; away you go to Manchester,
or Liverpool, or whatever place you want ; you've a strong
arm and no brains.” He (Mr. Heywood) contended that
farm work was skilled labour. Let the man who thought
it wasn’t try his hand at mowing, for instance. Why, there
was skill even in stone - breaking, which was generally
supposed to be the last thing a man took to before going
into the workhouse.

At the conclusion of the speech, which was attentively
listeried to throughout, three ringing cheers were given for
the National Union, for Mr. Arch, and for Mr. Heywood.
A large number of labourers were enrolled as members of
the Union at the termination of the proceedings.

REIGATE, SURREY.

On Monday evening, May sth, Mr. Hayward (delegate)
addressed a small meeting of about fifty persons in the
Market Place. A drizzling rain was falling, and the meeting
had not been widely advertised ; otherwise, there is no doubt
that a larger number would have been present. Mr.
Hayward commenced his speech by saying that every class
had its own grievance ; it would not, however, be necessary
to particularise the landowners’ grievances, as they could
always speak for themselves. The farmers had great
grievances—the first of these was a bad system of land
tenure. Many farmers held their land on a six-months’
notice, and, therefore, if a man took a farm that had been
badly cultivated, and expended a great deal of capital upon
it, so as to make it more valuable, he might receive a six-
months’ notice, and could get no compensation. He would
have to ieave behind him in the ground all his capital. The
natural consequence of this was that the land was under-
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cultivated, as the farmer could not be expected to invest his
capital without security. This was a grievance not to the
farmers only, but to the whole nation, as the land was
rendered less productive than it might and ought to be.
Then the Game Laws were a great grievance to the farmer,
as he was liable to have all his crops eaten up by game, and
could get no redress. The National Agricultural Labourers’
Union was no enemy to the farmer, as it would tend to get
their just grievances redressed, as well as the grievances of
the labourers. The farm labourers had many grievances.
In the first place, they were underpaid ; and the first demand
of the Union was that a fair day’s pay should be given for
a fair day’s work. He did not profess to state the exact
amount which the labourer should receive ; it was impossible
to do that, as the cost of living varied in different places ;
but the labourers ought to receive sufficient to provide for
themselves the necessaries of life, for, because the labourer
was underpaid, he was consequently underfed. He him-
self had frequently gone to work in the morning with
nothing but a piece of dry bread, which he had been
obliged to soak in the water in the fields to make it go
down ; he had sat down to a Sunday dinner of nothing but
potatoes, bread, and salt, without a scrap-of meat. That
was not sufficient food for a hard-working man. Then the
Union demanded that the labourers should have proper
cottages ; it was not right or decent that a married man and
his wife and their growing-up sons and daughters should
all be obliged to sleep together in a single room. They
demanded that cottages should be supplied with separate
sleeping rooms for the two sexes. Then there was the
question of the employment of women. The Union de-
manded that women should not be employed upon work
that was only suited for men ; they demanded that, as a rule,
women should not be employed to work in the fields. At
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times, when there was a pressure of work, it was quite right
that women should be employed rather than that the fruits
of the earth should not be gathered in; but, as a rule,
women should stay at home. He had seen women carting
and spreading manure ; that was not a woman’s work. He
had seen women work at the tops of machines, with their
petticoats blown about by the wind ; that was not a proper
or a decent place for a woman. Lastly, the Union demanded
that the agricultural labourers should have the franchise.
Parliamentary leaders had to consider the opinions of the
artizans in the great towns, such as Manchester and Bir-
mingham ; but they cared nothing for the opinions of the
labourers, because they had no political power. This was
neither right nor just. By means of the Union, the labourers
were getting power and influence, and some of their wrongs
were being slowly redressed. He exhorted them not to be
tyrannical, but to use their power to gain what was just for
their own class, and not to oppress other classes. All had
their rights, and the rights of all should be respected.

The above is only a very brief outline of a most able and
interesting address, which was listened to, with marked
attention and interest, by an audience composed chiefly of
labourers and artizans. At the conclusion of his address,
Mr. Hayward asked if any one would like to address the
meeting.

The Rev. J. P. Knight (incumbent of St. Luke’s (Reigate),
said he would like to say a few words. He had attended
that meeting because he had always taken an interest
in the National Agricultural Labourers’ Union. He thought
it had a right to the name * National,” because it did not
claim undue privileges for the labourers, but only that jus-
tice should be done them ; and, apart from all questicns
of right or wrong, it would be a national advantage that
justice should be done to the labourers.
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CAPITAL MEETING AT BALDON.
ADMIRABLE SPEECH BY A CLERGYMAN,

Mr. C. Holloway (delegate) writes (April 22nd): — Ac-
cording to appointment I attended a meeting at Baldon last
night, which I think, upon the whole, was one of the best
Union meetings I have hitherto attended. Baldon is one of
those few villages which have not suffered from the over-
reaching and covetousness which have for years been engaged
in robbing the pcor and helpless of the village green and
common rights. Here, in the very heart of the village, is a
beautiful and magnificent green, comprising within its limits,
I should say, sixteen or eighteen acres of good pasture land,
well studded with beautiful elms ; springs of water bubbling
forth and dancing gracefully in the glad sunlight, pursue
their onward course right across the green, while all around,
encircling this green, stand forth, in bold relief, the cottages
of the villagers, each of whom has the privilege of using the
green as a public recreation ground, and also the right to
turn sheep, pigs, or geese (if they chance to have any) out
to graze upon the greensward. May the day never come
when these poor villagers will be robbed by their rich neigh-
bours of this piece of common land, and may it for ever be
preserved as a memento of what the English cottager used
to enjoy in the good old times long since gone by. At the time
appointed, in company with a few friends, I took my stand
upon this green, and, sir, it did my heart good to see the
people come flocking around me from all parts, and very
soon I was surrounded by a very numerous and attentive
assembly. Previous to opening the meeting 1 was informed
that the clergyman of the village was present ; I immediately
invited him to take the chair, and preside over the meeting,
This he very courteously declined, upor. the grounds that
he had come as a hearer, to hear for himself the complaints
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and grievances of the labouring classes as set forth by one
of themselves, and then, having heard both sides of the
question, he should be able to judge of the merits and
justice of our cause. Mr. John Carter, a labouring man,
was then voted to the chair, who, in a very able speech,
alluded to the wrongs, privations, and sufferings, of the
labouring classes, referring very touchingly to his own ex-
perience as to what he had endured during two long winters
in which he was incarcerated in that modern prison—I mean
the union workhouse at Abingdon——and the poverty and dis-
tress he has had to contend with nearly all his days, causcd
by the iron hand of tyranny and oppression. He then
pointed triumphantly to the Labourers’ Union as the only
means of emancipation for the oppressed labourers of ou:
country ; after which he called upon Mr. Charles Stile, of
Littlemore, who gave us a very neat and appropriate little
speech. Mr. C. Holloway, the Union delegate, next ad-
dressed the meeting in his usual forcible style for about an
hour and a quarter, frequently eliciting loud applause from
the immense multitude. At the close of his speech he was
told by the chairman that the clergyman wished to say a
few words. The rev. gentleman was very cordially introduced
to the meeting, and, after the cheering with which he was
greeted had subsiied, proceeded to make the following re-
marks. He said he had listened with very great pleasure
and interest to the speeches that had been made, and to the
arguments which had been brought forward by Mr. Holloway
in support and defence of their great movement. He be-
lieved that the labourers had been badly paid ; that in this
age of progress the condition of the labourer had not kept
pace with the times. He believed, from the statements
made by Mr. Holloway, that the Union was designed to
benefit and bless the people ; and he could say “ God speed’
to any movement which had for its object “ the glory of God
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and the bettering of the position of the masses of the people,
both temporarily and spiritually.,” He said that he had
listened very attentively to Mr. Holloway’s lengthy speech,
and although much had been said, yet not one word had
been advanced which he should like tc recall ; and after
noticing the different points which had been brought for-
ward, he said that he should go home from that meeting
more favourably impressed with the principles of unionism,
as the only means whereby the working classes can be
uplifted to their only true and proper position. He then
dwelt at some length upon the advantages of migration and
emigration ; referred to the abolition of the Game Laws,
and other improvements which might be brought about for
the advantage of the community at large ; and then brought
his very interesting and practical speech to a close by inviting
the men present to act upon the good advice which had
been given by Mr. Holloway,—that is, said he, when you have
got an advance of wages, don’t take it to the public-house
and squander it away, but take it home to your wives and
families, and by so doing the cottage homes of England
shall once more become the abode of the brave, the free,
and the happy. This interesting meeting was then brought
to a close by giving three hearty good cheers for the
speakers, and three for Mr. Arch and the Union.

OXFORD DISTRICT,

Mzi. C. Holloway, of Wootton, writes :—I once more take
up my pen to address a few lines te you on the prospects
and progress of Unionism in our district. After having,
with Mr. Leggett, held a very successful meeting at Chal-
grove, on Monday last, I walked over to Tetsworth, on
Tuesday, where, in the evening, I held a meeting that was
very orderly and very successful. T. Johnson, who is just
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appointed chairman of the newly-formedbranch, ably presided
over the meeting. 1 then addressed the numerous assembly
for more than an hour upon the principles of Unionism, its
constitution, and its objects. The people listened with the
greatest attention, very frequently applauded, and when at
the close of my address I invited the men who wished to be
free to step forward and join the Union, sixty-two came to
the front and enrolled their naraes, paid their moneys, received
their cards and rules, formed a commiiitee, and put this new
branch into good working order. We then brought the
meeting to a close by giving three hearty cheers for Mr.
Arch and the Union.—On Wednesday, April 2nd, I walked
from Tetsworth to Shillingford, for the purpose of sowing
the sceds of Unionism in that village, where no agitator
had been before. I met a large assembly of people, and
pointed out to them the past position of the farm labourer,
alluding to their poverty, their destitution, their privations,
and their sufferings, with no prospect before them but the
workhouse in which to end their days, and no place of rest
in this world but a pauper’s grave. I then pointed out to
them the advantages of Unionism, showing that it was only
through Union that the chains and fetters by which they had
been bound down in serfdom could be snapped asunder, and
the only means whereby they could be elevated to their
proper position in society. I noticed in the middle of my
speech some loud talking among four or five respectable-
looking men. I afterwards learned that these were farmers,
and that previous to the meeting they had planned a scheme
to fill their pockets with rctten eggs, with which they meant
to pelt the speaker, and so break up the meeting ; but the
plot was known to the labouring men, so they formed them-
selves into a circle around these farmers, and when one of
them made a proposal to interrupt the speaker, one of the
labouring men stepped forward, shook his fist in his face,
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and dared him to hurt one hair of my head. * Oh,” said the
farmer, “if that’s it, we must be quiet.” They stood till the
meeting was nearly over, said the speaker spoke well, that
what he said was true, and then quietly took their de-
parture. After talking to the people for over an hour we
closed the meeting with three good cheers for the Union,
and with a promise that 1 should visit them again soon.—
Thursday, April 3rd, I walked from Shillingford to Nettlebed ;
here we held a very large and enthusiastic mecting some five
hundred persons being present. It was the first meeting
that had been held there, and although there were so many
people present, yet I have never seen a more orderly, better-
conducted assembly of men. An employer of labour here
threatened his men that if any of them went to the meeting he
would ““sack ” them, if it was the best man that he had. Yet,
sir, notwithstanding this threat, some eight or nine of these
men had the impudence to disobey their employer’s orders
by attending the meeting ; and I told them not tomind their
employer’s threats, but assert their rights, their freedom in a
free country ; and if their employer “sacked” them if they
joined the Union, “the Union would back them, and off to
the north it soon would pack them.” Another incident t. ok
place here, which I think is without a parallel. A married
man with a wife and six chiidren told a friend of mine that
9s. per week was pleity for any man ; for his own part he
was very well satisfied, and couldn’t see how the farmers
could afford to give more. Now, sir, allowing 2s. per cwt. of
coals, and 1s. 6d. rent of cottage, that would leave the small
pittance of 5s. 6d. for his wife to provide (allowing three
meals a day for eight persons for seven days) 168 meals for
eight persons for one week. If that wouldn’t puzzle the most
accomplished French cook to carry out, I want to know what
would. And there would be nothing left for shoes, clothing,
sick-clubs, education, and all the other little incidentals
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which we all know are so essential to make a home happy
and comfortable. I told them that the fellow ought to have
penal servitude for life, and the people all shouted out “ Hear,
hear” 1 talked to this large assembly for an hour and a
half, fully explaining the principles of Unionism, and ex-
horted them all to join the Union. I told them that we
had been serfs long enough ; that we had been slaves long
enough. Obh ! my heart revolts and my spirit sickens when
I think of the indignities which have been heaped upon us
as a class. Oh! to cast off this serfdom, to break these
fetters, and to stand forth in all the dignity of true manhood,
socially, morally, and intellectually, as God hath willed it !
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