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BraNT, 8. Riding—William Paterson.
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BroME-~-Sydney Arthur Fisher.

Brucg, E. Riding—Rupert Mearse Wells,
Bruce, N. Riding—Alexander McNeill.
BaucEk, W. Riding—James Somerville.

Murray Dodd.
CaPE BRETON— { Hector F. McDougall.

CarpweLL—Thomas White.

CarLETON (N.B.)—David Irvice.

CarreToN (O.)—Rt, Hon, Sir John A. Macdonald, G.C.B,
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CrARLEVOIX—Simon Xavier Cimon,
CrARLOTTE—Arthur Hill Gillmor.
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Crrcourivr and SAGUENAY—Jean Alfred Gagné.
ConorEsTER—Hon, Archibald Woodbury McLelan,
ComproN—Hon, John Henry Pope.

CorNWALL and STorMoNT—Darby Bergin.
CuuBERLAND—Charles James Townshend.

Dieey—Hon, William B. Vail.

DorcHEsTER— Charles Alexander Lesage.
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Dunpas—Charles Erastus Hickey.

Duraay, E. Riding—Arthur T, H, Williams.

Duenay, W. Riding—Hon, Edward Blake.

Evay, B, Riding—John H. Wilson.

Erain, W. Riding—George Elliott Casey.
Essex, N. Riding—James Colebrooke Patterson.
EssEX, S. Riding—Lewis Wigle.

FroNTENAO—Hon. George Airey Kirkpatrick.

Gaspfi—Pierre Fortin.
GLENGARRY~—Donald Macmaster.
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GRENVILLE, S. Riding—{ gﬁ}égfs'hrgzﬁas Borson *

GzEy, E. Riding—Thomas 8. Sproule.
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HALIFAX— {

HaMiLToN— {

* Died 8th June. Mr. WaLTER SHANLY returned 4th July, took seat
7Tth July, and sat for the remainder of the Seasion.
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* U:seated on judgment of Supreme Court, 16th March, 1885; re-
elected Tth April, and took seat 17th April,
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On amendment of Mr. McLelan to motion of Mr, Edgar, of
13th Feb., 1885 :—
Ministerial.
Mz. WOODWORTH.

Opposition.
Mz. FORBES.

On motion with reference to Supreme Court, 19th Feb, :—

Mz. KILVERT. Mz, THOMPSON.
On Mr, Tupper’s amendment, 20th Feb. :—
Me. KILVRRT. Mr. THOMPSON.
Mz. BERGERON. Mz, BECHARD.
Mz. MASSUE. Mz. SUTHERLAND.
On Sir Hector Langevin's motion to adjourn debate, 23rd
Feb, :—
Mz. KILVERT. Mr. THOMPSON.
Mz. MASSUE. Mz, SUTHERLAND.
On Mr. White’s (Renfrew) motion, 26th Feb. :—
Me. WILLIAMS. Me. TROW.
On Mr, Curran’s amendment, 27th Feb, :—
Mz. TAYLOR. Mr. COCKBURN.
Mz. WOOD (Brockville). Mr. ARMSTRONG.
Mz. BENSON. Mz, CHARLTON.
M. PINSONNEAULT. Me. CAMERON (Middlesex).
On motion of Sir Richard Cartwright, re Exchange Bank,
6th March :—
Hox. Mz. McLELAN. Mz. RAY.
Hox. Mz. CARLING. Hon. Mr. VAIL.

Mg, VALIN. Hox. Ma. MACKENZIE

On Mr, McCarthy’s amendment, 11th March :—
Mz. WILLIAMS. Mz. TROW.

On Mr. Edgar's 2nd reading of Divorce Bill, 23rd March :—
Me. DAWSON, Mr. ROBERTBON (Shelburane).
Mz. VANASSE. Mz. RINFRET.

On Mr, Blake's amendment, 26th March : —

Hox. Mz. MITCHELL. Mz, WELLS.
Mz. GUILBAULT. Hox. Mz. MACKENZIE.

On Mr, Blake's amendment to the motion to go into Com-

mittee of Ways and Means, 26th March :—
Mg. GUILBAULT. Hox. Mz. MACKENZIE.
Hox, Mz. MITCHELL. Mz. WELLS.

On Mr. Davies’ amendment to the motion to go into Com-
mittee of Supply, 10th April :—

Ms. WILL1AMS, Mz. TROW,

M=. COURBOL. Mz. BECHARD.
Mz. VANASSE. Mz. COOKBURN.
Mz. DEBJARDINS. Mz, WELLS.

Mz. CASGRAIN.
Hox, Mr. MAOKENZIE,
Mz, ROBERTSON (8helburne).

Hoxn. Ma. MITOHELL.
Mz. OAMERON (Victoria).
Mz, TAYLOR.

On 16th April :—

Ministerial.
Mr. COURSOL.
Mr. WILLIAMS,

Opposition.
Hox. Mz, MACKENZIE.
Mz. THOMPSON.

On 1%7th April :—

Mz, WRIGHT. Mz. CHARLTON.
Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr. ROBERTSON (She burne).
Mr. FORTIN. Mr. COOK.

Hox. Ma. MACKENZIE.
M. LANGELIER.

Hox. Me. ABBOTT.
Mz. CUTHBERT.

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew). Mz, WELDON.
Mz. HURTEAU, Mz, BECHARD.
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1sr DivisioN.
Mr. MASSUR, Mr. Dz St. GEORGES.
Mze. WILLIAMS. Me. THOMPSON.

Mz. WOODWORTH. Mz. ROBERTSON (Shelburne).

2§D DivisioN,

Me. MASSUE. Mz. D& St. GEORGES.
Mr, WILLIAMS. Mz. THOMPSON.
Mr. WOODWORTH. Mg. ROBERTS8ON (Shelburne).
Mz, WHITE (Cardwell). Mz. ALLEN.
3rp Divisiox.

Same as second divislon.

41E DIvIisioN.

Same ag previous division, also

Mg, COLBY. Mr. CHARLTON.
Me. BENSON. Mz. SCRIVER.
On 23rd April :—
18T DIVISION.
Mz. BRYSON. Mz. CAMPBELL (Renfrew).

Hox. Mr. CHAPLEAU. Mza. LANGELIER,

25p DivisioN.
Same as first division, also

Mr. THOMPSON.
Mz. CHARLTON.

Mz. FORTIN.
Me. WRIGHT.

3rp DivisioR.
Same a8 lagt division.

4ra Divisioxs.
Same as last division, also
Mz, CAMERON (Victoria). Mz, WELLS,

5tE AND 6TE DiIvisioNs.
Same as 1ast division.



Honse of Commons Debates

THIRD SESSION, FIFTH PARLIAMENT.—48 VIC.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
TrURSDAY, 29th January, 1835.

THE PARLIAMENT, which had been prorogued from time
to time, was now commanded to assemble on the 29th day
of January, 1885, for the despatch of business,

TaE SpEAKER took the Chair at fifteen minutes before
Three o’clock. ’

PRAYERS.

A Message was delivered by René Edouard Kimber,
Esquire, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod :

Mr. SPEAKER,—

His Excellenr
attendance of this

the Governor General desires the immediate
onorable House in the Senate Chamber.

Accordingly the House went up to the Senate Chamber.
And the House being returned,

CONTROVERTED ELECTIONS.

Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that he had received
from the Hon. Mr. Justice Armour,one of the Judges selected
for the trial of Election Petitions, pursuant to the Dominion
Controverted Elections Aect, 1874, a certificate relating to
the Controverted Election for the Electoral District of Lien-
nox, declaring the election of the respondent, David Wright
Allison, null and void.

Also, from the Registrar of the Supreme Court of Canada,
a copy of the judgment and decision of the said Court in the
election appeal relating to the Controverted Election for
the Electoral District of Soulanges, declaring the election of
the respondent, James William Bain, null and void.

Also, from the Hon. Mr. Justice Osler, a judgment relat-
ing to the Controverted Election for the Electoral District
of West Middlesex, declaring the sitting member, Donald
M. Cameron, duly elected. '

VACANCIES.

Mr. SPEAKER also informed the House that during the
Recess he had received communications from several mem-
bers notifying him that the following vacancies had occur-
red in the representation :— ,

Of WiLriax MoDonaLp, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of
ng)e Breton, by being summoned to the Senate ; .

Of the Hon. Sir CuarLEs Toresg, K.C.M.G., Member for the Electoral
District of Qumberland, by the acceptance of an office of emolument
ung;;;}the Crown ;

goRee WaHeLER, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of the
West Riding of the County of Ontario, by resignation ;

Of Frepsrick DE St. Croix BRuokEN, Esquire, Member for the Electoral
District of Queen’s Oounty District, P.E.I., by the acceptance of an
office of emolument under the Crown; and

Of JosErr Boupue, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of
Beance, by being summoned to the Senate.

He also informed the House that he had issued his sev-
eral W;rrant.s to the Clerk of the Crown in GQhancery, to

make out new Writs of Election for the said Electoral Dis-
tricts, respectively.

He also informed the House that the Clerk of the House
had rezeived from the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, &
copy of a Warrant, showing a vacancy which had taken
place in phe representation of the Electoral District of Mas-
kinongé, by the decease of Frédéric Houde, Esq., and that
the Clerk of the Crowu in Chancery had, by virtue of the
Act 41 Victoria, Chapter 5, Section 14, Sub-section 2, issued
a new Writ of Election for the said Electoral District.

NEW MEMBERS.

Mr. SPEAKER further informed the House that, during
the Recess, the Clerk of the House had received from the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, certificates of the Election
and Return of the following Members :—

Of ArEaNase Gavupkr, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Nicolet ;

Of Frangors LaneELIER, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Megantic.
Of CrarLES JaMps TowNsHEND, Esquire, for the Electoral Diatrict of

Cumberland ; L.
Of Hector F. McDouaaLy, Esquire, for the Electoral District of Cape

Breton ;
Of JoEN TarmopmiLUS JENEINS, Esquire, for the Electoral District of

of Queen’s County Distriet, P.E.L. ; L.
Of Jamzs Davip Epaar, Esquire, for the Electoral District of the West

Riding of the County of Ontario; . .
Of Tromas Lixikre TasiusrEAU, Esquire, for the Electoral Distict of

Beauce ;
Of Arexis Lesmmur DesavLyiers, Esquire, for the Electoral District of

Maskinonge, and
Of MaTTHEW WiLLiAx PrUYR, Esquire, for the Electoral District of the

County of Lennox.

MEMBERS INTRODUCED.

The following Members, having previously taken the
Qath according to law, and subscribed the roll containing
the same, took their seats in the House:—

ATHANASE GAUDET, E3q., Member for the Electoral District of Nicolet,

introduced by Sir Hector Langevin and Hon. Mr. Caron. .
CuarLEs JaMEs TowNsEEND, Beq., Member for the Electoral Distriet

of Oumberland, introduced by Sir John A. Macdonald and Hon. Mr

McLelan. I
TromMas LiNikrE TASCHEREAU, Esq., Member for the Electoral District

of Beauce, introduced by Sir Hector Langevin and Hon. Mr. Oaron.
MaTrEew WiLLiax PRoYN, Esq., Member for the Electoral District of
the County of Lennox, introduced by Sir John A. Macdonald and Mr.

Mackintosh. -
ALEXIS Lgsigur DESAULNIERS, Esg{., Member for the Eleetoral District
]

of Maskinonge, introduced by Sir Hector Langevin and Hon. Mr. Caron.
Frangors Laneruier, Esq., Member for the Electoral District of Me-

gantic, introduced by Hon. Mr. Laurier and Hon, Mr. Blake. .
Joms TuroriLus JENKINS, E8q., Member for the Electoral District of

Queen’s County District, P. E. I., introduced by Sir John A. Macdonald

and Sir Leonard Tilley. o
Jaugs Davip Epcaz, Esq., Member for the Electoral District of the

West Riding of the County of Ontario,introduced by Hon. Mr.Blake and
Hon. Mr. Mackenzie,

REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House the Report of the
Acting Librarian on the state of the Library of Parliament,

ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS OF OFFICE.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD introduced Bill (No. 1)
re?ecting the Administration of Oaths of Office.
ill read the first time.
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SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mr. SPEAKER. I have the honor to inform this House,
that when the House attended His Excellency the Governor
General this day in the Senate Chamber, His Excellency
was pleased to make a Speech to both Houses of Parliament,
and, to prevent mistakes, I have obtained a copy of the
Speech. which is as follows :~—

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

In again meeting you for the despatch of business I have to congratu.
late you on the abundant harvest with which Providence has blessed
our country and upon the general condition of the Dominion. Its com-
mercial prosperity, although it has to some extent shared in the depres-
sion which has prevailed in Great 8ritain and in the neighboring Re-
public, rests npon foundations which no temporary or partial distur-
bance can remove.

I trast that the present year will be one of peace and progress.

The flow of population into Manitoba and the North-West Territories,
although impeded by various and unexpected causes, has been substan-
tisl, and the testimony of members of the British Association and other
visitors of the North-West last summer as to the well-being, content-
ment, and hopefulness of the settlers, is most gratifying.

A Bill introducing into those Territories a more simple and economi-
cal system for the transfer of land will be laid bef\ re you.

The Report of the Commission for the consolidation of the Statates

affecting the Dominion has been completed and will be submitted to yo
tor legislative action. '

You are again invited to consider a measure relating to the represen-’

tation of the people in Parliament and for the assimilation of the Elec-
toral Franchises in the several Provinces.

A provisioual arrangement of matters for some time under discussion
with the Government of Manitoba has been entered into, and a measure
confirming the same will be submitted to you so soon as it has been
accepted by the Provincial Legislature.

I deemed it expedient to issue during the Recess & Commission to
coasider and report upon the whole subject of Chinese immigration
with reference to its trade relations, as well as to those social and
moral objections which have been taken to the influx of the Chinese
people into Canada.

The Report of the Commissioners is very nearly completed, and will be
laid before you during the present Session.

The necessity of encouraging the speedy constrnction of lines of rail-
way through the North-West Territories has pressed itself on my Govern-
ment, and you will be asked to aid railway enterprise by liberal grants of
land.

Urgent representations kave been made by the Boards of Trade of the
chief towns in Canada, as well as by some of the Chambers of Commerce
in Great Britain, of the necessity that exists for the adoption of some
system of bankruptcy or insolvency giving adequate protection against

undue preferences, and your attention to this important subject is earn~
estly invited.

In pursuance of the vote of laast Session I caused a vessel to be fitted
out and dispatched to Davis’ Straits and Hudson’s Bay, in order to
obtain more accurate information as to the navigation of those waters,
and test the practicability of the route for commercial purposes.

A report of the progress of the expedition during;the last season will
be laid before you.

An International Exhibitign will be opened at Antwerp during the
present year, and a Colonial and Indian Exhibition is to be held in
London in 1886. Oanada should, I think, be represented in her varions
manufactures and natural productions on both occassions, and I invoke

your consideration of the best means of aiding in these important
objects.

Several other measures of importance will be submitted to you ;
smong them will be Bills to amend the Insurance Aet of 1877, the Civil

Bervice Act, aad the law relating to ontagious diseases among cattle,
. SPEAKER.

a8 well as measures for taking, at an early period, a census of the popu-
lation of the North-West Territories, and one relating to the North-
West Mounted Police.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The accounts for the past fiscal year will be laid before you. You
will find that notwithstanding the very considerable reduction in the
prices and volume of many of the leading imports, the income has
exceeded the expenditure chargeable to Consolidated Revenue.

The estimates for the ensuing year will also be submitted. They will
be found, I trust, to have been prepared with due regard to economy.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate,
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I am sure that your earnest consid eration will be given to the subjects
I have mentioned, as well as to every matter which may affect the
prosperity and good government of Canada. ’

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved that the Speech of
His Excellency the Governor General be taken into consi-
deration to-morrow.

Motion agreed to.

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That Select Standing Committees of this House, for the present Ses-
sion, be appointed for the following purposes :—1. On Privileges and
Elections. 3. On Kxpiring Laws. 3. On Railways, Cana!s, and Tele-
graph Lines. 4. On Miscellaneous Private Billa. 6. On Standing
Orders. 6. On Printing. 7. On Public Accouunts. 8. On Banking
and Commerce. 9. On Immigration and Colonization; which said
Committees shall severally be empowered to examine and enquire into
all such matters and things as may be referred to them by the House ;
and to report from time to time their observations and opinions thereon ;
with power to send for persons, papers, and records.

Motion agreed to.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to; and (at 4 o'clock) the House ad-
journed.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Fripay, 30th January, 1885.
The SpEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock,
PnAﬁms.

MEMBER INTRODUCED.

The following Member, having previously taken the Oath
according to law, and subscribed the roll containing the
same, took his seat in the House: .

Hxceror F. MoDoucaLt, Esquire, Member for the Electoral District o

gal!:x Breton, introduced by Sir John A. Maedonald and Hon. Mr. Mc-
elan.

ADDRESS IN ANSWER TO HIS EXCELLENCY'S
SPEECH.

The House proceeded to the consideration of His Excel-
lency’s Speech at the opening of the Session.

Mr. TASCHEREATU. (Translation.) Mr. Speaker : Hav-
ing been called upon as the youngest member of this House,
by virtue of & time-honored tradition, to move the Address
in answer to the Speech from the Throne, I feel that, less
than any of my predecessors, would I be justified in leav-
ing aside that other time-honored tradition which makes
it my duty to begin by craving the indulgence of this
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House. When I consider that, in order to deserve the in-
terest of the House, I must comment on this document in &
new and able manner, and when, on the other hand, I am
struck with my own want of experience, I feel that the
duty which I have undertaken to fulfil is quite out of pro-
portion with my ability. However, in the idea that this
invitation has been extended to me out of respect for the

eople by whom I have been chosen as their representative

ere, of the fine electoral division for which I am a member,
and in my deep sense of gratitnde for my constituents, I
shall find courage enough to pursue this difficult and
honorable task, Moreover, Mr. Speaker, when I throw a
glance on this document and 'when my mind is fixed upon
the numerous and important subjects of new legislation
which it announces, and when at the same time I consider
the general condition of the country, I feel that my task
becomes easier as it becomes more agreeable to me. In
fact, how could I not feel happy while inviting all members
of this hon. House and the country at large to congratulate
themselves on the abundant harvest with which Providence
has blessed our country, and upon the general condition of
the Dominion? Therefore, to Providence we owe our
thanksgivings, but we should not forget to offer also to the
Government our congratulations on the results of their
financial policy. In fact, when we remember the disastrous
effects in the country of the commercial crisis which has
preceded the actual depression, when we have been in
a position to have such a clear insight into the great de-
pression which prevailed last year in Great Britain and
in the neighboring Republic, when we consider the inti-
mate and constant commercial intercourse between these
couutries and our own, if we look at the actual condition ot
our trade, we cannot certainly refrain from making a com-
parison between the old financial system and the present
one, and this comparison being made, the superiority of
the new system is not only made apparent by speeches
or by words, but is perfectly established by accomplished
facts and by experience. Neither can we help admiring the
clever direction given by our legislators to our commerce
whose prosperity to-day rests upon foundations which no
temporary or partial disturbance can remove. If then, Mr,
Speaker, the stability of our institutions, the safety of the pre-
sent and the prospect of the future which cannot but improve
the wealth and welfare of the inhabitants of this country,
are as many tokens of peace and prosperity, why should we
not feel confident that the year now commencing will open
an era of peace and prosperity ? Of peace, Mr, Speaker,
not only with foreign nations, but of peace also in the
union and harmony which ought to exist among citizens of a
nation to cnable them to make more rapid strides in the
high road to progress. Our legitimate aspirations, like those
of all new nations, must necessarily tend to lead us in the
way of progress, and, indeed, no one can pretend that our
advance in that direction has been too slow up to this day.
Let us see: the immense wilderness of the North-West whose
soil was heretofore untrodden except by savage tribes or by
a few bold explorers endeavoring to discover the unknown,
and whose echoes had only been awakened by the howling
of wild beasts, that wilderness is tc-day covered by a net-
work of immense railways. Closely following in the wake
of the constructors, thousands of laborers, settlers, and dili-
gent workers have inaugurated a new era in that great
country, and to-day the shrill whistle of the locomotive is
heard in these new regions and proclaims loudly in all parts
of that country that civilization and progress have conquered
the great wilderness. But, in spite of all that has been
accomplished up to this day, we have only made our first
step in that direction, It is true our institutions are well
established, but our traffic is daily increasing its scope, new
routes of communication are furrowing the country in all
directions, and soon, in & few months hence, a line of rail-
way will cross it through and through, from one ocean to

the other. Notwithstanding this, what a great amount of
work remains to bedone! What a great number of resources
remain undeveloped! What an extent of unsettled territory
and what an amount of wealth still lies in the bosom of the
earth! KHven apart from the older provinces, what a great
field for work is offered in the development and settlement
of Manitoba and the North-West Territories! Our efforts
must, therefore, be pushed in that direction, by promoting
emigration in these rich and yet unsettled Territories, by
aiding their colonization and development, in order that the
sacrifices made in the hope of seeing one day that immense
region transformed into a vast empire, may not be lost.
With this purpose in view the Governmeunt have felt the
necessity of encouraging the rapid construction of a railway
line across these Territories, and have decided to ask the
House to help the construction of that line by a liberal
grant of lands. We may also congratulate the Government
for the impulse which they have, by legitimate means,
given to the advancement of the country. For my part I
am an admirer of the system which tends to facilitate by
grants of land the construction of railways, for this system
gives to the immense area of iands still remaining in the
hands of the Government a great increase of value, and at
the same time makes of every individual interested in those
grants a devoted and zealous agent of colonization. The efforts
of the Government have, besides, during the course of last
year, been admirably seconded by the eulogistic reports on
the country made by members of the British Association
for the Advancement of Science. A visit on the part of
such prominent men, whose reputation for science and gen-
eral knowledge is so widely spread in Europe, cannot fail
to have the most happy results. Therefore, I teel confident
that in the near future, the results obtained from suach a
visit will be made clear to us by the great increase in the
number of settlers coming to our Canadian North-West.
The Government, on their part, must also contribute as far
as they can to promote this immigration, and they can do
this by extending to the settlers comng into this country
all the legitimate and efficacious protection in their power,
and by giving them a simple and economical means of
transferring their properties, while giving to ther title
deeds an indisputable character of anthenticity and of
validity. It is, therefore, just and right that we should re-
spond to the appeal made by the Government to this House,
in order to pass a law which will authorize a safer and
more economical mode of transfer of real estate. Before
leaving this question aside I beg to be allowed to allude to
that partof the Speech from the Throne, which informs us
that a provisional arrangement has been entercd into with
the Government of Manitoba on matters which have been
for some time under discussion, and that a measure con-
firming the same will be submitted to us so soon as it shall
have been accepted by the Provincial Legislature. No
doubt, Mr. Speaker, that this information will be greeted
with satisfaction by the whole House. Every question
which has heretofore arisen between the various Legisla-
tares and Parliament has been amicably settled. This is
one of the strongest arguments in favor of our constitution,
and it speaks well for the foresight of those who have con-
ceived the plan and have carried it out. Let us hope that
such differences will always be settled in the same amicable
manner, 8o that prolonged quarrels and acrimonious con-
tests may not trouble that harmony among the people
which is 8o necessary to the advancement and pro-
gress of the provinces. The Speech from the Throne, Mr.
Speaker, after giving us & knowledge of those measures of
legislation more especially adapted to that part of the
country called the North-West, points out to us measures
which are proposed in the general interest of the country.
I read with pleasure the paragraph which informs us
that the work of the Commission for the consolidation
of the Statutes affecting the whole Dominion is completed,
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and that the report will be submitted to us for legislation,
1 attach to it a great deal of importance, not only as a mem-
ber of the legal profession, but furthermore, and above all,
in view of the very great advantages which will be derived
from the measure by citizens of this country who are not
familiar with the study of our laws, During the eighteen
years which have elepsed since the establishment of Con-
federation, so many amendments to existing laws have been
passed that even legal men were obliged to make long and
patient enquiries to discover all the bearings of a law. Still
more numerous were the difficulties met with by people who
were not familiar with our lJaws. But to-day, thanks to this
consolidation, every one will have easy access to the laws
passed by Parliament, and more than any others, members
of the legal profession will owe a debt of gratefulness to the
Government. The next paragraph of the Speech from the
Throne tells us that we will be again invited to consider a
measure relating to the representation of the people in Par-
liament, and for the assimilation of the electoral franchises
in the several provinces. It would be useless for me, Mr,
Speaker, to deal lengthily with this paragraphb, for I could
only repeat that which was so eloquently said last year
by the mover and seconder of the Address. However, 1 can-
not help calling the attention of the House on the import-
ance ot defining the class of voters which shall elect its own
members. Is it not an anomalous fact that by the system
which prevails to-day members of the House of Commons
should be elocted by voters chosen and pointed out by
Local Legislatures ? If, in order to act with more freedom
in its own sphere, each Local Legislature must be thoroughly
independent from the control of the Federal Parliament, for
the same reason the House of Commons must be absolutely
independent, either directly or indirectly, from the control
or action of Local Legislatures, and, above all, not be exposed
to fall, sooner or later, into the hands of an electoral division
created against their will. We all wish that the
relations existing between Local Legislatures and the
Federal Parliament should be relations of peace and
good-will.  Well, Mr, Speaker, the surest means to
keep them such is for all parties to entrench themselves
behind their rights, to carefully watch over them
and to maintain them with all their might. In such a way
the positions of eack will be beyond attack, and peace and
harmony must necessarily prevail. The Government can-
not be charged with not having worked constantly to main-
tain this union, not only among the various institutions, but
also among the different races and nationalities coexisting
in the country. I find the proof of this in that part of the
Speech from the Throne which promises us that the work
of the commission named to consider and report upon the
whole subject of Chinese immigration with reference to its
trade relations, as well as to those social and moral objec-
tions which have been taken to the influx of the Chinese
people into Canada, will be snbmitted to the House during
this Session. No doubt, Mr. Speaker, that in preparing
this report due consideration has been given to existing
treaties between Great Britain and China, and that, at all
events, the determination to be taken on this point will be
taken after that careful study which is the guarantee of
sound legislation. Our attention is next called to the fol-

lowing paragraph :—

‘ Urgent representations have been made by the Boards of Trade of
the chief towns in Canada, as well a8 by some of the Chambers of Com-
merce in Great Britain, of the necessity that exists for the adoption of
some system of baukruptcy or insolvency giving adequate protection
sgainst undue preferences, and your attention to this important subjeet
is earnestly invited.”

Mr. Speaker, if I remember aright, when the repeal of the

Insolvept Act, which existed some few years ago, was

moved in this House the great majority of the House of

Commons of Canada voted for the repeal. I think that the

House then reflected the opinion of the people, and I am
Mr., TAsoHEREAU.

not aware that there are to-day any reasons for a change of
sentiment. But before deciding on this question it might
be well, perhaps,.to form a just idea of the wants of
the people on this point. As for wus, members of
the Province of Quebec, we have, by virtue of our civil law,
an equitable mode of distributing the estates of inmsolvent
debtors. Perhaps it would be just, perhaps it would be
advantageous, for the Dominion at large to accept the mode
of legislation now existing in the Province of Quebec. The
next paragraph informs us that in pursuance of the
vote of last Session a vessel has beer fitted ont and des-
patched to Davis’ Straits ard Hudson's Bay, in order to
obtain more accurate information as to the navigation of
those waters, and test the practicability of the route for
commercial purposes. The progress of science and human
faculties have, for & certain number of years, developed the
natural resources to such an extent that feats which were
considered as impossible even at the beginning of the pre-
sent century, may now be accomplished with astounding
facility, If I remember aright, Mr. Speaker, the general
impression has long been entertained that it was impossible
to navigate the Strait of Behring; to-day, this problem bhas
long been solved: Why should not we be as justified to
think to-day that the Hudson’s Bay is navigable as people
were a few years ago in believing that the Strait of Behring
could be navigated? What great advantages would result
for Canadian trade if we could come to the conclusion that
Hudson’s Bay is navigable for commercial purposes ? An-
other paragraph of the Speech from the Throne tells us
that an International Exhibition will be opened at Antwerp
during the present year, and a Colonial and Indian Exhibi-
tion is to ge held in London in 1886. Canada should be
represented in her various manufactures and natural pro-
ductions on both occasions. Mr. Speaker, the success already
obtained by Canada at the various exhibitions to which it
has been represented during the last few years, is certainly
a great encouragement for the future. Atthe Philadelphia,
London and Paris Exhibitions, Canada has been very suc-
cessful, and I think we should send our productions to the
two exhibitions which will soon take place ; and incresse, if
possible, the quantity of articles to be exhibited, the more
80 as we are pursuing a policy of immigration to our coun-
try, in order to cause the richness of our soil and the great
variety of our resources to be known abroad. Finally, Mr.
Speaker, I beg to conclude as I have commenced, by con-
gratulating our country on the happy condition of affairs,
and on its prosperity during the commercial depression
which has prevailed of late years, In spite of the numer-
ous expenses necessitated by the administration of such a
vagt country as ours, a country whose gopulation is dissemi-
nated on all points, still, the fact that the receipts exceed the
expenses chargeable to the Consolidated Revenue is a proof
of the spirit of economy, and of the ability of our rulers who
have foreseen all coming emergencies, and have managed
to throw the balance on the surplus side. Moreover, I think
that I reflect the opinion, if not of the whole population, at
least of the greatest part of the population, when I state that
the inhabitants of this country are satisfied with their lot;
that they live happy under the protection of Great Britain,
and that they do not intend to transfer their fealty and
homage, but that they wish to continne to live, grow and
prosper under the felds of that glorious flag which ensures
to them peace and prosperity for a long time to come. I
have the honorto move the following Address in answor to
the Speech from the Throne :—

That an humble Address be presented to His Ex-ellency the Governor
General, to thank His Exocellency for his gracious Speech at the opening
of the present Session, and further to aasure His Exeellency :—

That we rejoice to know that-in again meeting us for the despatch of
buginess, His Excellency is able to congratulate us on the abundant
harvest with which Providence has blessed our country, and upon the
general condition of the Dominion, and to express his belief that its com-
mercial prosperity, although it has to some extent shared in the depres-
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sion which has prevailed in Great Britain and in the neighboring
Republic, rests upon foundations which no temporary or partial distar-
bance can remove ; and that we trust with His Excellency that the pre-
sent year will be one of peace and progress.

That we are glad to learn that the flow of population into Manitoba
and the North-West Territories, although impeded by various and un-
expected cauges, has been substantial, and that the testimony of members
of the British Association and other visitors of the North-West last
summer as to the well-being, contentment, and hopefuluness of the set-
tlers, is most gratifying.

Thbat any Bill introducing into these Territories a more simple and
economical system for the tnansfer of land, laid before us, shall receive
our best attention.

That we learn with pleasure that the report of the commission for
the consolidation of the Statutes affecting the Dominion has been com-
pleted and will be submitted to us for legislative action.

That we shall carefully consider any measure relating to the repregen-
tation of the.people in Parliament and for the assimilation of the elec-
toral franchises in the several provinces, which may be laid before us.

That we thank His Excellency for informing us that a provisional
arrangement of matters for some time under discussion with the Govern-
ment of Manitoba has been entered into, and that a measure confirming
the same will be submitted us so soon as it has been accepted by the
Provincial Legislature.

That we learn with great interest, that His Exellency deemed it ex-
pedient to issue during the recess a Commissoin to consider and report
upon the whole subject of Chinese immigration with reference to its
trade relations, as well as to those social and moral objections which
have been taken to the influx of the Chinese people into Canada, and
that the report of the Commissioners is very nearly completed and will
be laid before us during the present Session.

That we thank His Excellency for informing us that the necessity of
encouraging the speedy construction of lines of railway through the
North-West Territories has pressed itself on his Government, and that
we shall be asked to aid rail way enterprise by liveral grants of land. -

That we feel with His Excellency that the urgent representations
which have been made by the Boards of Trade of the chief towns in
Canada, as well as by some of the Chambers of Commerce in Great
Britain, of the necessity that exists for the adoption of some system of
Bankruptcy or ingolvency giving adequate protection againsi mndue
preferences, demand the earnest attention to this important subject
which His Kxcellency invites ug to give to it.

That we learn with much satisfaction that in pursuance of the vote of
last Session His Excellency caused a vessel to be fitted out and dis-
patched to Davig’ Straits and Hudson’s Bay, in order to obtain more ac-
curate information as to the navipation of those waters, and test the
practicability of the route for commercial purposes, and that a report of
the progress of the expedition vri- & 1«-t reason will be laid before us.

That we thack His Excel'r: ¢« -gusthat an International
Exhibition will be opened 1 .i:.w-r1 - zring the present year, and
that & Colonial and Ind an Exiubition is to be held in London in 1886 ;
that we agree with His Excellency in thicking that Canada should be
represented in her various manufactures and natural prodnctions on
both occasions, and that we shall attentively consider the best means
of aiding in these important objects.

That any other measures of importance submitted to us, including
among them Bills to amend the Insurance Act of 1877, the Civil Service
Act, and the law relating to contagious diseases among cattle, as well
as measures f r taking at an early period a census of the population of
the North-West Territories, and one relating to the North-West
Mounted Police, will receive our attentive and earnest consideration.

That we thank His Excellency for informing us that the accousts for
the past fiscal year will be laid before us; and that we shall be glad to
find that notwithstanding the very considerable reduction in the prices
and volume of many of the leading imports, the income has exceeded
the expendituie chargeable to consolidated revenues.

That we shall respectfully consider the estimates for the ensuing
year to be submitted to us, and which will be found, we trust, to have
been prepared with due regard to economy.

‘I'hat His Excellency may rest assured that our earnest consideration
will be given to the subjects he has mentioned, as well ag to every mat-
ter which may affect the prosperity and good government of Canada.

Mr. TOWNSHEND. Inrising to second the motion for
an Address in reply to His Excellency’s Speech, I beg the
indulgence of the House while I make a few remarks. There
is nothing contained in the Speech from the Throne which is
more deserving of the attention of the House and the coun-
try than the reference made to the recent visit of the Brit-
ish Association to this Dominion, The presence in Canada
of a body of such eminent men would, under any circum-
stances, be an advantage 10 the country at large, but coming
as they did and meeting here, and afterwards visiting every
portion of the Dominion, seeking to inform themselves as to
the resources of our country with the same eagerness as they
have displayed in prosecuting scientific enquiries in other
countries, their visit gave to Canada a double advantage.
We find that far from confining themselves merely to the
objects of their meeting as an association they traversed

this country from one end to the other acquainting them-
selves in the most thorough manner with its resources and
capabilities; ‘and having obtained that information they
have carried it with them to Ebngland and to Europe gen-
erally, dispersing it in all directions in a manner most ad-
vantageous to this country, and in a mode by which, under
no other circumstances, could the same advantages have
been secured to this Dominion. The utterances of such men
as visited this country with the British Association, such
men a8 Sir Richard Temple, Professor Tanner, Professor
Sheldon, Professor Gilbert, General Lefroy and others—
for I bave only mentioned a few of the most prominent—
with the fact that they sought this information and
gave it to the British public, cannot but be of immense
advantage to us, because these men speak with authority.
It is with no ordinary pleasure that I have had the
opportunity of perusing some of the letters and speeches
of those gentlemen since their return to the Mother
Country, in which they have spoken in the most glowing
terms of this great Dominion of ours, impressed as they were
with our great agricultural and mineral resources—in fact,
with all the great material resources of this country—to
such an extent as thoroughly to surprise them; and I repeat
that their viows given to the public cannot but be of in-
estimable advantage to us. Indeed, I consider that nothing
which has taken place in the history of Canada during the
present century has been of more consequence to the people
of this conntry than this visit, and it is an event which
speaks well for the intelligence of Parliament and the Gov-
ernment in affording the association so much assistance in
visiting the different parts of this country. There was
nothing that struck me mora forcibly—and I think it must
have struck almost every one—than the contrast between
the eloquent and truthful statements of these gentlemen—
statements which were made and published by men unbiasred
in the slightest degree—and some of the doleful utterances
which have been spread broadcast through Canada itself.
Sir, the contrast was so striking that it would be hard to
pass over it without comment, These statements by mem-
bers of the association came from men who are utterly
without bias, and without any political ends in view. I
think, Sir, that this country will ever remain under a debt of
deep gratitude to these men who have spoken so well of us
and have taken such pains, even at much costand trouble to
themselves, to find out what our resources really are, and
what this Canada really contains, Now, Sir, the general
condition of this country is spoken of in His Excellency’s
Speech. The revenue, we are told, will again give us a
surplus, I rejoice, and the country must rejoice, that
the days of surplusses are not yet gone by, and, Sir,
this is the more gratifying when it is remembered
that at the last Session of Parliament a considerable reduc-
tion was made in the taxation of the country. I refer
principally to the tax on tobacco, which was reduced from
20 to 12 cents on the pound. This, with some other reduc-
tions, if I remember rightly, was estimated to cause a ioss in
the revenne of over a million dollars ; and yet, Sir, we find,
notwithstanding that, and in spite of the large expenditures
made in the country, that the Government are able to meet
Parliament with the announcement of a surplus. This is the
first year that we have felt the effect of this great reduction
in the taxation. We might also have expected a consider-
able diminution in the revenue from other causes. We know
from the returns that the duties collected on spirits have
been very much reduced, which I attribute to the greatly
diminished quantity of spirits consumed th-oughout the
length and breadth of the Dominion, owing to the general
temperance sentiment which is happily now prevailing. I
hope, Sir, it may long continue so. . Now, Sir, while on the
subject of revenue, I may be permitted to refer to what
must be a cause of congratulation to this country—the
loan effected in England last summer by the Finance
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Minister—effected on terms, I believe, never obtained by
any colony before, and at a rate of interest lower than we
ever had enjoyed up to this time. As to the details of that
loan, whether it might have been for a larger amount,
or whether it was the best which could have been obtained
I say nothing ; but this I do know, that eminent financiers
on both sides of the Atlantic have pronounced it an admir-
able transaction; and I think it speaks well for the credit
of this country, and should convince us that we are not
going backwards, that such is the opinion ¢f men best able
to form a judgment on the matter, Now, Sir, the trade and
commerce of the country have been referred to by His
Excellency. It is true there has been a certain amount of
depression common to this country with the United States
and Great Britain; but, Sir, we have the cousolation of re-
flecting that if there is a depression here, it is less trying
and less damaging in every respect than in either the
United States or England. Any person who reads the
terrible accounts of the irade depression in England—of
closing factories and unemployed operatives—and the same
thing in the United States, and compares that condition of
affairs with what exists in Canada, must at once be con-
vinced that the trade of this Dominion, if depressed
at the present time, at least rests on sound foundations.
The trade of our country consists chiefly in fisheries, coal
and other mineral products, agricultural and animal pro-
ducts, lumbering and manufacturing. From these we should
find the best index of the condition of the trade of this
country. Now, taking the six months ending the 31st
December, 1884, I find that the exports of the products of
the mines, as compared with the corresponding period in
1883, have increased $683,000, of animals and their pro-
ducts, $1,900,000, of agricultural products, $500,000, and of
manufactures, $45,000; showing a steady increase in the
value of our exports in these important branches of indus-
try in which our people are engaged. This is convincing
evidence that the tendency of the present fiscal tariff
is to broaden and extend the base upon which our com-
mercial prosperity must rest—that instead of having, as
was the case when the former depression overtook the
country, to depend solely upon our agricultural and mining
interests, we have other industries which have been created
by the present fiscal policy, to supply the deficiencies that
existed. Now, Sir, with regard to our shipping in-
terest. 1 come from a Maritime Province—a pro-
vince which, I think, is the largest shipping province in
the Dominion ; and, notwithstanding the fact that there is
a decrease amounting, I think, to some $20,000,000 in the
value of the imports and exports of the Dominion during
the past year, yet we find that the tonnage of the sea-going
vessels, inwards and outwards, has largely increased. The
increase, I find, amounts to 558,291 tons, showing that a
larger quantity of goods has been moved during the year
than previously; and the increase, compared with 1879,
reaches the very large amount of 2,712,214 tons. This I
take to be very strong evidence of the soundness of our trade
policy; for I believe I am not wrong in saying that, accord-
ing 10 eminent statists, there is no better evidence of the
soundness of a conntry’s trade than the extent of its inward
and outward shipping. I find also that the coasting trade,
notwithstanding the development of railways and low
freights which have prevailed, has steadily and satis-
factorily increased, that trade now amounting to
15,473,000 tons. These figures afford strong testimony
to the healthy state of trade, particularly in connection
with the shipping interest. 1 had my attention drawn the
other day to a very excellent and clear statement made by
Mr. Fairweather before the Board of Trade in St. John,
N.B,, in which he exbaustively discussed the question of
inter-provincial trade. He gave figures which, I think, were
unknown, or at any rate unappreciated, up to this time.
From his statement we find that the trade between the pro-
Mr. TownsExD,

vinces amounts to the very large sum of $16,271,332. Six
years ago, before the introduction of the present fiscal policy,
our inter-provincial trade amounted to only one-eighth of this
figure. This is a remarkable and healthy state of affairs, and
is clearly the result of the fiscal policy adopted at that time.
From these figures we can draw our own conclusions as to
what in the near future this trade must grow to. From
the steady increases it has shown we may expect, when the
great North-West is more fully connected with the Eastern
Provinces, that an infinitely larger trade will spring up
between them and that portion of the Dominion. Now, Sir,
there is one fact in connection with our trade to which I may
be permitted briefly to refer, and that is that the
exports from the Maritime Provinces during the past year
were much larger than the imports. I think the excess for
consumption amounts to $2,137,000; that is the excess of
exports over the imports entered for consumption; while
on the other hand in the Western Provinces the imports
very largely exceed the exports. For those who contend
that tho excess of exports over imports is evidence of a
country’s prosperity, these figures, I hope, will make them
once and for all appreciate the value of the Maritime
Provinces to the Dominion. When you add to that the fact
that our vessels, sailing in every sea, manned by the expert
and hardy mariners who belong to our provinces—when
you reflect that these vessels are returning to this Dominion
the freights earned by them, you will see that the Maritime
Provinces are a still greater source of wealth to the Do-
minion. Shipbuilding is said to be on the wane; we were
told that that industry would be ruined by the introduction
of the present fiscal policy, Now, I am notin a position to
spoak for the other provinces, but I can say for Nova
Scotia that, so far from that being the case, the tonnage is
greater; I can say that, although the number of vessels has
slightly diminished, the tonnage has actually increased. In
1883 the result of the National Policy was to show that in
Nova Scotia we were building a much larger class of vessels.
In 1883 we built 202 vessels with a tonnage of 35,765
tons ; in 1884, while we only built 175 vessels, the tonnage
was 42,000 tone, thus showing that so far from that industry
diminishing it is on the increase. The tonnags is also—and
that is another fact worthy of note—the lirgest tonnage
since 1878. There are some other facts in connection with
this matter to which I will refer further on. I will take
now the fisheries, an interest also connected with my pro-
vince, and I am happy to be able to congratulate the
country on the fact that the catch of fish steadily increases.
Thus, notwithstanding the decrease of prices, the total value
of the catch last year exceeds that of the year previous by
a million dollars. Now that is a satisfactory result for us
in view of the fishing interest, and it bears testimony to the
wisdom of the policy adopted by this House in giving
bounties to fishermen. I find on reference to some reports
that I hold in my hand that the effect of the bounty was
to increase the number of vessels employed in the deep
sea and in-shore fishing. Last year we had about 40 fish-
ing vessels built in the county of Lunenburg alone. An-
other fact, which I also claim as proof of the wisdom of
the policy of giving bounties, is that, in 1883, we had 902 ves-
sels against 116 in 1882, an increase of 786 vessels, 26,711
tons, which increase was made up almost entirely from Nova
Scotia, principally in the counties of Lunenburg, Shelburne,
Yarmouth and Digby. Reference has been made in the Speech
to the Hudson’s Bay expedition. I have no doubt, from what
we have learned on the subject, that even if that oxpedition
does not realize all the happy results anticipated by this
country—even if all the objects for which it was sont aro
not accomplished—and that we cannot know yet—it will,
in the matter of fisheries, be a large gain to this country.
From reports we have already received we find both in
regard to the salmon and cod fisheries that the Hudson’s Bay
expedition will give us important information, In fact it
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has already shown us tbat in addition to the great sea
pastures which we have, both in the Eastern Provinces and
British Columbia, we will have one more very im-
portant field added in the north. A great deal has been
said with reference to the treaties about to be made be-
tween the United United and -Spain. While we would re-
gret being excluded from any advantage we might gain by
trading with the West India Islands on equal terms with our
neighbors, yet we must not forget one fact, that we possess
the great fisheries of this continent, and that the United
States have not sufficient to supply their own consumption.
From some figures I have, I find that, in 1884, the Americans
exported $4,742,000 while they imported $5,579,000, show-
ing that they actually have not enough for their own
consumption, and that, should they make these treaties,
they will have to look to us for their supply. In
this connection I may be pardoned for referring to the
Washington Treaty, and expressing a hope that, if, when
the fishery clauses expire in June next, they cannot be re-
newed on as-favorable terms as were obtained by our
worthy chief, the Premier of this Dominion, at Washington,
formerly, such measures will be taken as will guard and
protect this our national heritage. I may be permitted to
add one thing more. We have another industry in the Mari-
time Provinces which we trust may be protected at the
same time. I refer to our great coal industries, and I can-
not forbear expressing the hope that the United States may
remove duties from the coal, thus enabling our great col-
lieries t0 immensely increase their output. I hope for this,
unless, indeed it would have the effect of raising the price
of coal in Ontario by enabling the Pennsylvania coal own-
ers to increase their price. I find that the total exports of
animals and animal products for this year is some $24,500,-
00v, making an increase of over $3,000,000 as compared
with 1883, and that for the past six months the increase in
this export is 1,875,000, showing a much larger increase
than in the previous year. While on that subjest and referring
-tothe immense importance of that industry to the people
of this Dominion—becoming, as it must, greater year by
year as the North-West is more settled and developed—I
cannot help alluding to the vigorous and wise action of my
predecessor in the representation of Cumberland, Sir Charles
Tupper, who so ably represents this country in England,
and whose wise management has done so much to assist and
improve this trade. Taking into consideration the large
ranches now existing in the North-West and the millions of
dollars that have been invested in that industry, we can
hardly estimate the immense importance it is going to be
to this country. Bat, Sir, there is one thing that we may
anticipate. Perhaps it may be received with anincredulous
smile by some persons, but I believe the day is not far
distant, when communication is effectually made between
the.North-West and the Eastern Provinces, when we shall
have the cattle bred and fed on those ranches in the North-
West brought to the shores of the Bay of Fandy and fatten-
ed on the marshes which surround its borders, thus enabling
them to be transported to England with the least loss of
flesh, which is the great difficulty that now exists in
bringing the cattle from Bso great a distance. The
lumbering industry, it is true, is to a certain extent
depressed. That is & matter which is beyond the con-
trol of any fiscal policy. What the Government could
do has been done by enabling the lumbermen to obtain
their supplies at the very lowest rates. On examining the
returns, however, it will be found that the volume of
exports from the forests is actually greater during the past
year than in the previous year, while we know the
price has been less. This is convincing evidence of the fact
that our hardy lambermen are receiving employment,
although those interested in buying from them may not
receive such large returns. It is also & matter of congratu-
lation to us that the latest reports show that the market is

rising. I find that the export of manufactures during the
past fiscal year is greater than in the previous one, and
during the past six months it has been proportionately
larger than for the previous twelve months. This, Sir,
shows that this important industry, the creation, we may
almost say, of the National Policy, is not in such a depressed
state as we were led to suppose. I can only refer, in sup-
port of this, to the remarks made by the Finance Minister
recently in Toronto, as very satisfactory evidence on that
point, He showed that the artisans have increased since
the introduction of the protective policy 9,500 a year, while
during the previous ten years tho inerease was only 6,500.
Take that statement in connecction with Bradstreet's, where
we find that the decrease of artisans and mechanics in the
United States was 130 for every10,000,while in Canada it was
only 65 in ten thousand during the same period. In the
matter of immigration—although it is true that there is a
falling off, owing, as His Excellency says, to various oauses
to which I need not now allude—we find that a much better
class of substantial settlers is coming amongst us, and be-
coming permanent residents, I find the total number of im-
migrant settlers is, in round numbers, 100,000 for the past
year. I think these few facts which I have been enabled to
give to the House will verify the first statement in His Excel-
lency’s Speech, when he says that the * commercial pros-
perity, although it has to some extent shared in the depres-
sion which has prevailed in Great Britain and in the neigh-
boring Republic, rests upon foundations which no temporary
or partial disturbance can remove.” Reference is made to
the railways in the North-West. Now, Sir, we can all appre-
ciate the immense value which the North-West is to this
country. It is not for me to descant on that subject, but I
do believe that, if the North-West is important to the Do-
minion, it is equally important that everything should be
done by Parliament to help and develop that country. Itisto
be remembered that every extra cent of freight which the
farmers have to pay for want of railway communication
in that country handicaps them in the English market.
The country can congratulate itself upon the near comple-
tion of the Canadian Pacific Railway, that great trunk line
which we must regard as a national achievement of which
every Canadian may be proud. .I regard it as a work, not
only of importance to Canada, but to England and to the
Empire itself, and we may expect at no distant day that it
will form the great highway from England to her Eastern
possessions. While we are fully convinced that Parliament
has done well to aid railways in the North-West, there are
some railway matters in connection with the Maritime Pro-
vinces to which I beg leave to refer. Parliament gave large
assistance to railway communication throughout the North-
West, and at the same time some compensation to the
Maritime Provinces was given by subsidising our railways.
Respecting the constraction of the road from the Inter-
colonial to Louisburg through the Island of Cape Breton, the
House will learn with regret that the company have failed
to carry out the object Parliament had in view. Iam sorry
to have to say that the people are suffering in consequence
of the default of that company, but I trust I am fully justified
in believing that ere the Session closes, such provision will
have been made by the Government, either by negotiation
or legislation, as will remove all cause of discontent and
lead to the early completion of that road to the Port of
Louisburg in Cape Breton, Now there are many other
matters in the Speech, but I do not propose to allude to
them at any length. The franchise, for instanae, is of great
importance to this country, and it is time that it should be
dealt with, Having, as we now have, different franchises
on which members are elected to this House, it is impor-
tant those franchises should be made uniform, and any mea-
sure of that kind, I have no doubt, will have ample consid-
eration. The revision of the Statutes, also, is a matter of
great importance to the country. The subject of a bank-
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ruptey law, we must all admit, is a difficult one to deal with
—a most difficult subject, indeed, to deal with. It has been
found so in the United States ; it has been found so in Eng-
land; and I can only trust that any measure that may be
brought forward in reference to that subject, will have a
just and proper regard to the relations between debtor and
creditor, The exhibitions at Antwerp and London are also
matters of great importance to this country, and as they
will be an excellent advertisement of the country’s re-
sources, it is our duty to encourage manufacturers and
others to show the world what our country can do. In
conclusion, Sir, I cannot forbear referring to the
gratification we must all feel at finding still at the
head® of the Government of this country the dis-
tinguishel leader of the Liberal-Conservative party,
who, with undiminished vigor, is still able to sustain
the responsibilities of his office. It was with feelings of
gratification that the people of this countiry, from one end
to the other, heard of the honors conferred upon him by
Her Majesty ; and I think I am sate in saying that through-
out this Dominion the hope is indulged that he may long
be spared to preside over, and guide, and guard the destinies
of this great Dominion of ours,

Mr. BLAKE. I have to ocongratulate my hon.
friends who have just addressed the House on the manner
in which they have discharged their somewhat difficult and
onerous task. It is true that we observed at some stages
slight signs of hesitation, but upon the whole, if I were
asked to say in what particular art of oratory they have
most shown their abilities to-day, I should say it was in the
euphemistic and hyperbolic style. We have heard an
account of the country, we have heard an account of its
progress and prosperity, we have heard an account of its
condition, which we should be only too glad if we could
adopt as correct, but which, unfortunately, from the point
of view from which we look at that condition, from the
facts which are visible to our eyes, from the accounts which
reach our ears, we are utterly unable to assent to; and I must
repeat my congratulations to my hon. friends, having
undertaken the task of seconding and bettering the expres-
sions in the Speech, that they have been able to go through
their business with so much gallantry, and, upon the whole,
with so little hesitation. I am sorry that we are met so late.
I had hoped that after the promise made the Session before
last, and which was very measurably kept last Session, we
should have adhered to the notion of coming here as soon as
our friends and colleagues from the most distant parts of
the Dominion could reach Ottawa, after passing their Christ-
mas week at home. 1 believe that that is the most con-
venient time for the discharge of the legislative business of
the Dominion, and it is a very important thing for us that
that business should be discharged at the period at which it
can, with the least inconvenience to the country, and to the
members who compose the Legislature, be discharged. I
trust that we shall not on future occasions go further into the
year than to-day, but rather that our fature Sessions may
commence at the time at which the hon. gentleman brought
us together last year, if not a few days earlier. I join inthe
congratulations which have been addressed to the House in
the gracious Speech, and referred to slightly by the hon.
gontlemen who have moved and seconded the Answer, as
to the abundant harvest which, no doubt, has been a very
great blessing. I have not observed upon this occasion a
repetition of those further eulogies with reference to har-
vests which have accompanied some former Ministerial
utterances upon that subject. 1 recollect very well the
occasion of a Ministerial demonstration in the western part
of this province a few years ago—I think in honor of the
Minister of Public Works—when a then member of Parlia-
ment representing an Ontario constituency, declared that
he had voted for, and intended to support, the Government

Mr. TowNsEND.

that had raised the price of wheat from 77 cents to $1.40.
He did, I admit, vote for and support that Government,
whether upon those or other grounds I know not. He was
faithful, and he has received his reward. He no longer
adorns these benches, at least during the sitting of the
House, but he receives a handsome salary for inspecting
the Colonization Companies of the North-West. I dare
say, under similar circumstances, some other hon. members,
with similar expectations, may be induced to say that the
price of wheat is to-day satisfactory; but that stretch of
audacity has not yet prevailed in this House. Aud we are
told besides, in effect, that we are enjoying commercial
prosperity as well as a good harvest; and the hon. mem-
ber for Beauce (Mr. Taschereau), several times felicitated
us upon the condition of the country. He opened his
speech with felicitating us on our general prosperity, and
he said he could not do better than close it with a repeti-
tion of the same felicitation. It is admitted, indeed, that
we have a share, a slight share, a modest share hardly
worth mentioning, to be mentioned only in a whisper atall
events, in the depression which is said to prevail in the
neighboring Republic and also in Great Britain. But we
are told that we are ever so much better off than
they are—the great exemplars of Free Trade on the
ono hand, and of Protection on the other., We
have, I presnme, reached the happy medium with
respect to our fiscal policy. We are, I suppose, just
right. They protect too mach in the United States, and so
their depressions are deeper; they protect too little in
England, and so their depressions are deeper; but happy
Canada, its financial destinies presided over by the hon.
geutleman who smiles so blandly upon me, and who, no
doubt, would smile in the same way on a platform in St.
John, if he happened to be there to-day,—I say happy Can-
ada has found the medium. She neither indulges in Free
Trade nor does she indulge in Protection, and so, by conse-
quence of that the depression is ever so much lighter. But
there is a depression. It is now acknowledged. It was
faintly denied last year. I remember, two or threc years
before, the hon, Minister of Finance prophesied —standing
as he does on a great eminence, with means and sources of
information not available to the generai public, rosponsible
as he is, at least to some extent for giving the tone and turn
to public opinion, which is important in theso respects—
ten years of prosperity, and invited those who might trast
in him to clap on all sail for that time and then to take it
in. Last year he offered us a modified prosperity. Three
yoars had elapsed so he did not offer us the ten years then;
but he gave us seven years, to date from last Session. It was
not absolute prosperity, it was not an all-sail kind of pros-
perity; you were to take in a reef or two, and if only yuu
took in a reef or two, and were prudent, you would get seven
years of prosperity. Well, we have had one year of the
hon. gentleman’s half-breed prosperity; we have had one
year of going under reduced canvas, and I am afraid in too
many instances with masts gone and running uunder jury
masts, and in some other instances with wrecks on divers
rocks and reefs, some of which were created by the hon.
gentleman himself. I say we have had that little time, and
now we are told that there is depression, but that it is only
a modified depression, What a contrast that is to the ten
years of full-sail prosperity, and even to the seven years of
modified prosperity promised last year ! What a contrast
the condition of the country presents in the light of the pro-
mises made by the hon. gentleman just before the General
Election of 18821 What do we hear to-day of the increasing
industries which were to be established, provided he se-
cured the verdict which the hon. gentleman solicited and
which he obtained upon the faith of fallacious promises
made in 1882? The hon. the First Minister speaking in
Toronto, said :
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¢TI tell you ths,and this is not a matter of supposition but of certainty
and knowledge on my part, that there are millions of dollars waiting to
be invested in Canada, millions in England and large sums in the United
Btates waiting to be invested in every kind of industry, in mines and
manufactures of every kind. ’’

And then a little later he said :

¢ All that is wanted by capitalistsin Canada, England, and the'United
States, aye, in France and Germany, is to learn whether the country is
of the fized, coustant opinion that the National Policy shall be continued
a3 settled in 1878.”’
He promised us, not as a matter of speculation, not as a
matter of expectation, not as a matter of belief, not
as a matter of calculation as were the hon. Finance
Minister’s promises of continued prosperity,not as a matter of
supposition, but of certainty and knowledge, that if he
got the verdict which a few weeks afterwards he did get,
we would see not merely a continuance of the exist-
ing industrial activity, not merely a continuance of exist-
ing industrial investment, but an enormous influx of
capital in addition, to be invested in various industries.
Where are they? I ask again, where are those millions
which the hon. gentleman certified to us as a matter of
absolute certainty would be hereif he was retained in power ?
The gracious Speech assures us that our commercial pros-
perity rests upon foundations which no temporary or partial
disturbance can removo. There is a sense in which 1 agree
to that proposition. I am glad to do so, because I do not
desire to move an amendment to the Speech. There is a
sense, I say, in which I agree to that proposition. Such
commercial prosperity as in this country we can enjoy does
rest on permanent foundations. It rests on the land and on
the sea. It rests upon the fertility of the soil, upon our
agricultural products, upon our great timber resources,
upon our minerals, upon our ships, upon our fisheries; but
important and large as all these interests are, it rests, and
will for many generations mainly rest in Canada, upon the
land. And it depends, these being the foundations, upon
the well-applied energy and industry of our people and the
frugality of their expenditure, If those energies and abili-
ties and that frugality are properly applied we shall
grow in trade, commerce and manufactures, But the hon.
gentleman obviously reads the Speech in another way. It
is not upon these great foundations to which I have re-
ferred, which the hon. Finance Minister may indeed shape,
which he may indeed to some extent interfere with, but it
is upon Acts of Parliament that he thinks our trade and com-
merce and prosperity depend. We should, circumstanced
a8 we are, having gone through a very long period of liqui-
dation, of depression, of economy, during which all the
weak houses in business were eliminated, and having made
a fresh start a very little while ago, we should, in the
natural and ordinary course of things, have had a right to
expect, not indeed the Finance Minister’s promised duration
of prosperity, but we had a right to expect a very consider-
able number of years of extraordinary prosperity. That
is what past events, and tho experience of different
commercial countries, would have indicated to us, What
we have got is & 100 brief gleam of prosperity. What
we obtained by the hon. gentleman’s arrangement was
not an increased permanence of that prosperity but an
abbreviation of it. It has been contracted, its term has been
shortened, and difficulties have been created by the system
which he lauds as the very foundation of prosperity itself.
How has this been done? Disturbances the hon, gentle-
man speaks of. He talks of temporary and partial disturb-
ances. There have been disturbances not very partial bat
pretty general—not very temporary, for they have lasted a
good while, There have been disturbances which he has
created, There has been the disturbance of a high, an
excessive taxation. There has been the disturbance of an
nnequal, an unjust taxation, There has been the disturbance
of a sectional taxation. There has been the disturbance of
an unnecessary amount of tazation. There has been an

unnecessary withdrawal of the people’s earnings from the
conduct of the people’s business. There has been a diver-
sion and a lock-up of money, causing an entire loss and
annihilation of capital as an effect of his policy. There have
been great inflation and speculation promoted by the hon.
gentleman’s policy. There has been an unnatural stimulus
adminijstered to certain favored industries, giving to them
a brief opportunity of fleecing the public with the higher
rates they were enabled to charge while they were practical
monopolies, and producing, natural, inevitable, predicted
results at a time even earlier than we might have expected
them. These disturbances are due not to visitations from
on high; they are not due to the natural difficulties of our
sitnation. They are due to the action of this Government
and the preceding and present Parliament. It is natural,
under the circumstances to which I have alluded, that the
hon. gentleman should propose to press upon our attention
a bankruptcy or insolvency law. [t was the natural out-
crop of his policy. He has delayed it as long as he could,
but he feels that the situation is so serious that that
measure must be brought into the prominence which
all measures receive when they are introduced in the Speech
from the Throne. We are told that Canadian boards of
trade and Einglish chambers of commerce alike have
pointed out the necessity of such a measure. We were
quite familiar with the views of Canadian boards of trade.
They have been pressed upon us for more than one Session
past. Strong representations have been made by
the principal boards—the Montreal board, the Toronto board
—and, I think, one of the hon. gentlemen from Mountreal
introduced last Session a Bill, based on a reportor pro-
posal by the board of trade of his city, and we know
the active course which has been pursued by some of oar
western boards. They did not have much effect; bat I
observe by the papers that the First Minister has taken a
trip to the other side of the water and has seen there some
of the English chambers of commerce. The Finance
Minister has also seen them, and I am glad to know that
their representations have had more effect than the repre-
sentations of our home-made boards of trade, and that they
have given so much attention to the subject as is involved
in suggesting its consideration in the Speech. The First
Minister, indeed, in that country, in which it seems there is
something in the air—I do not know what it may be—
which makes our tongnes wag a little wildly sometimes,
told one of the chambers he addressed, that we were prin-
cipally a rural population, with the prejudices of a rural
population ; that we naturally represented those prejudices
ourselves, and of course there were difficulties in passing
such a law. If we were an urban population, if we had the
superior intelligence and knowledge of affairs which
belong to urban populations, there would be no difficulty in
the matter; but having only poor homespun country
people for our constituents and representing them in
this House, there were difficulties in carrying out
the measure, However, he said he would do what he coald
with us ; he would do his best to open our eyes and remove
these scales of prejudice from our vision. And I sappose he
has satisfied himself that if his influence is so great, and ia-
deed I observe that the Secretary of State has said [état,
c'est moi—that he will do what he will—and I suppose from
the utterances of the hon. gentleman that he has decided that
he will do what he will in this matter. Now there were glori-
fications on this subject some time ago when, after a long
period of depression, the threat of the removal from the
Statute Book of the existing bankruptey Act had frightened
all the weak houses into, in some cases; premature assigno-
ments. We had pointed out to us as the effect of the
policy of the Administration the short bead roll of the
bankraptcies and insolvencies when they were something
between six and eight millions for a period of three years:
In 1883 they became heavy, though nouso heavy as in the



10

COMMONS DEBATES.

JANUARY 30,

old days, and they became very beavyin 1884. The list of
liabilities for 1883 was about $15,900,000 while for 1884 they
were about $19,000,000, and these figures become still more
remarkable when we look at the distribution of the bank-
ruptoies by Provinces. Quebec has fared much better in
this regard in 1884 than in 1883. The Province of
Manitoba has fared better still, for if I rightly recol-
lect its insolvency liabilities amounted to only about one-
fourth of the liabilities for the year before. But the
other Provinces, Ontario, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
Prince Edward Island, present very different features. The
liabilities for Ontario, in 1883, are stated at $4,700,000 ;
for 1884, $9,600,000. Nova Scotia, 1883, $1,075,000; in
1884, $2,075,000. In New Brumnswick, in 1883, the liabilities
were $750,000, and in 1884, $1,675,000. The liabilities in
Prince Edward Island in 1883 were $40,000, and in 1884,
$150,000. In all cases I have given the round figures, and
they make & gross result for 1583 in these four provinces
of $6,6560,000, and in 1884, $14,400,000, an increase of
about 140 per cent. As to the numbers, I observe that the
hon. First Minister the other day stated that we compared
favorably in that respect with the United States. But that
was & statement made on very inaccurate information
indeed, because the number in proportion to the number of
traders in Canada was one in fifty, while in the United
States it was only one in eighty-four; and it would be difficult
even for my hon, friend from Beauce (Mr. Taschereau) or
my hon. friend from Cumberland (Mr. Townshend) to.make
out that that was a sign of comparative prosperity. The
bank returns show similar results. The current commer-
cial loans have decreased over eighteen and a-half millions
between 1882 and 1884, and the larger portion has taken

lace in 1883. Overdue debts have more than doubled

tween 1:82 and 1884, They were $3,190,000 in 1882,
and $4,400,000 in 1883, and $6,440,000 in the year which
bas just expired. The circulation has decreased more than
four and a-half millions between 1882 and 1884 ; public de-
posits have decreased about the same amount in the same
period. Government deposits have decreased about one
half—in fact we do not know where the money has gone.
On the whole I maintain, notwithstanding the smooth
phrases of my hon, friend, that the condition of the country
in the large is one of dulness and deprossion ; of stagnation,
of short hours, of reduced wages, of reduced opportunities
for working men, of lost capital, of vaniched opportunities,
of hard times generally, and hardest chiefly in those
industries which were but a while ago the chief and prime
glories of the hon. gentleman’s fiscal policy. Take
the cotton industry. In New York the First Minister
was candid enough, I observe, to admit that there was a
little trouble in cotton, but when he got to England he
almost forgot the existence even of that trouble, and said
there was a condition of tolerable general prosperity. Take
the iron industry; take the sugar industry; take important
branches of the woollen industry. I will give as an example
the general production of knitted goods. All these were
cases for the application of unbounded praise but a short
time ago to the fiscal policy of the Administration, which
had, it was said, revived and almost recreated these indus-
tries, and put them in a position of stability, permanence,
and great prosperity. What is their condition to-day ?
What has it been for the past year ? Does any man doubt
that there has been an immense permanent loss of capital
in the cotton industry ? Does any man doubt that there has
been an unproductive diversion of capital in that
industry, as well as in the industry of knitted goods ?
There is another great industry—an industry which if
you take the output, may be said 10 be almost the
largest — the milling industry. I do mnot perceive
that the millers are entirely contented with the present
tariff, The degree of protection the hon, gentleman has
given them does not seem to satisfy them, On the contrary,

Mr, Brakk,

they seem to be so blind as to suppose that they are dis-
criminated against, They are so foolish as to allege that
there is a positive premium placed on the importation of
flour in place of wheat from the United States; and I see
that they are presenting a petition, whether to the Govern-
ment or the Parliament I know not, asking that the duty on
flour should be raised to a dollar a barrel, and I observe
that the Finance Minister has more than once stated lately
that serious consideration would have to be given to the
difficulties of the milling industry, Having stated so much
generally with reference to the condition of the comntry, I
would allude again 1o the City of St. Jchn, It is the con-
stituency of the Finance Minister, and in its fate and fortune
he is no doubti specially interested. 1 do not believe things
have been so bad in the City of St. John for forty years as
they have been in the last year, and I do not believe the
hon. gentleman would find his old and faithful friends
in that city rally around him in support of his
policy as they might do in support of himself indi-
vidoally, I Dbelieve they have had amongst the
saddest and most difficult experiences of the failure
of the hon. gentleman’s policy to do the great things which
he promised it would do. Take the capital city of Nova
Scotia, the City of Halifax, and ascertain what its condition
is. Ascertain in each case what the condition of tho
specially-protected industry is. ook at the cotton indus-
try of St. John ; look at the cotton industry of Halifax, the
sugar industry of Halifax, the West Indian trade of Halifux
which this policy was going to do so much to develop. Go
to the far West, and look at the City of Winnipeg, and what
is its condition this year as compared with the last ? Manu- -
factures, of course, have not been developed there; but
take the returns of Customs duties, of populations, of assess-
ment, take the general condition of the people, and tell us
whether Winnipeg has prospered. And so, whether you go
to the far East or to the far West on this side of the Rocky
Mountains, can you find prosperity ? Take the old City of
Quebec, and mnotwithstanding the statement of the hon.
memnber for Cumberland that the timber and ship-building
industries are flonrishing in Nova Scotia, I ask what is
the condition of these industries in Quebec? There is
another view, however, not quite so pleasant, which the
hon. genileman overlooked when he told us of the change
that has taken place in the system of construction of shipsin
Nova Scotia, and that is, that it is found that the ships of
the tonnage formerly prevalent can no longer live, that they
cannot do a business to keep then afloat, and that vessels of
larger tonnage for longer voyages have to be constructed.
There has been a change in the system owing to a change
in the times. In the long struggle between steam and sail
and between wood and iron, it is found that the only chance
for wood must be in vessels of large tonnage and built for
long voyages, and if 8o ships constructed before that change
took place must be doing an unprofitable business. So,
when the hon. member for Caumberland spoke of the large
amount of tonnage employed, and said it was in an aeclive
condition, I must say he surprised me, because it is the
common talk of the world that there has never been a time -
when tonnage was so unprofitable as it has been in the last
year. It is certain that there has been a great over-
production in the world’s tonnage. It is also certain that
freights were never lower and that ships are carrying
freights at prices which cannot pay. It happenel only
the other day that there were temnders for carrying a
certain lot of stuff from Liverpool to Loundon, and an
Atlantic liner agreed to carry it by way of New York for
six shillings. That is the state of the shipping industry of
the world when the hon. member for Cumberland finds _
cause for congratulation in the state of the shipping indus-
try of Nova Scotia. The hon. member having told us that
his province was flourishing so greatly, it was natural that
out of the abundance of his heart he should have had regard
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for thespoor Province of Ontario. I thank him for his con-
sideration when, in expressing the hope that the article of
coal should be admitted free into the United States, he
coupled with it the reservation that he would have regard
for the Province of Ontario, and that he should not like to
have the price increased there by the removal of the pre-
sent duty on that article imported from the United States.
Ido not know whether the hon. member’s remark was
serious or & joke. If a joke he will allow me to say that it
was not a very good one; if serious, I will not waste time
uponit. To go a little farther west than Montreal, take the
town of Cornwall, one of the glories of the National Policy,
a place the hon. Minister of Finance was good enough to
visit shortly after the election of 1882, and find what the
condition of the main industry in that town is. Go to the
City of Kingston, to Cobourg, to Oshawa; go even to
Toronto, which has exceptional opportunities of prosperity
and growth, and which hss fortunately only a few pro-
tected industries. It is trme we have a couple. We
have the bolt works, but they are shut up—yes, they
bolted, as my hon. friend from Hast York (Mr. Mackenzie)
says; we have also the glucose works, but they were
never opened. Other industries we have, and they are
in a happier condition. Then take Hamilton, Dundas,
London, St. Catharines, Guelph, Chatham—it would be
too tedious, Sir, to prolong the list, but with very few ex-
coptions you will find that the story of the cities and towns
and industrial centres of Canada is the same everywhere.
It varies in degree, but it is the same in kind ; it is one of
difficulty and depression instead of life and animation. No
wonder. The hon. gentleman, as I have said, has done
what he could to disarrange the natural progress and growth
of these industries, and we have in the lumbering industry,
the farming industry and, notwithstanding the statements
of the hon. member for Cumberland, the fishing and ship-
ping industries, great sources of difficulty, owing to this
process of disarrangement. You could not give that perma-
nent prosperity you talked of, but you could take it away,
you could shorten it, and that you have done. The Speech
rather regrets than otherwise the diminution in imports, but
it announces, I observe, that notwithstanding that circum-
stance and notwithstanding the lessened prices and volume
of imports, the revenue exceeds the expenditure. At the
close of the financial year a surplus was announced of about
$1,600,000—$700,000 from the other sources of the revenue
and $900,000, in round figures, from Dominion lands. The
expenditure on Dominion lands was omitted, and I am
afraid it was very large, but as the hon. gentleman charges
it to capital account, he finds it is of no account at
all. We borrow the money to pay for the expenditure
on Dominion lands which I am afraid was about $700,000.
This would leave a modest margin of $200,000 as the net
revenue from Dominion lands instead of $900,000: or if
you leave your revenue from Dominion lands intact, it
would absorb the surplus from all other sources. Perhaps
I am uncharitable, but I suspect the hon. gentleman ef
having put to capital account some of those railway aids
which we have been granting so lavishly out of our revenues,
from time to time, until to-day; and I shall look with some
anxioety for the production of the Public Accounts to see
whether this surplus, small as it is, compared with former
surplusses which the hon. gentleman gloried in, is real or
in large part fictitious. With reference to the question,
adverted to in the Speech, of the lessened price of imports,
it is to be remembered that that circumstance is not of such
great importance under the present as under the old ad
valorem tariff, because there is now a very large proportion
of the duties specific, and you pay the same duty to that
extent, however cheaply the goods may be bought. But
this is also to be remembered, that your revenue—although

ou very nearly produce an equilibrium—is still very large.

n 1879 and 1880 the imports were from eighty-two to

eighty-six and a half million dollars, and the hon. Minister
said they were too large and ought to be reduced. He said
that one of the great sources of evil and difficulty in this coun-
try had been the expansion of imports; he congratulated us
on their being down to these figures, but he wanted to
break them down still further in order to make things safe
and 1idy and comfortable. Now in this year of reduced
imports they are still $30,000,000 to $35,000,000 more than
they were in the year when the hon. gentleman said they
were too large, so that it is not for you, whose policy it
was to make the imports smaller than $85,000,000, to con-
gratulate yourselves, because they are $35,000,000 more
than what you said was too much. If, on the one hand,
the imports have decreased and the revenue has diminished,
on the other hand the hon. gentleman is getting back slowly
to his policy which was to have less than $85,000,000. Bat
about the same time the hon. gentleman denounced the
adverse balance of trade and gloried very much in the cir-
cumstance that in one year that adverse balance had been
turned the other way, and I recollect well how the Minis-
terial organs generally crowed over that event. The good
time had come and we were going to keep it up. We were
going to keep up our exports and to keep down our
imports, Well, that has not happened. At the time that
the hon. gentleman said he did it, he had succeeded, in
pursuance of his policy, in ro arranging that he had,
I think, one or two millions excess of exports over imports
and he was happy. But if his policy is to be measured
by his statement at that time, what sort of value must
be given to it when there is an adverse balance of
$:5,000,000? In 1878 he declared $13,000,000 was about
the sum required for Customs duties to carry on the
public service, and in 1881 he gloried in having obtained
a revenue of eighteen and a-half millions, which was
a very handsome revenue and produced a very large
gurplus. This year the hon, gentleman has a Customs
revenue of more than twenty millions, or more than one
and a-half milliou greater than in the year 1881, when he
got this eighteen and a-half millions which prodaced so
large a surplus as the surplus of that year. Yet we
learn now that the hon. gentleman almost seems to regret
the revenue 18 reduced, and says that notwithstanding its
reduction he is still able to produce a modest surplus,
Well, I admit the growth of Canada in one respect;
we have grown in many things, in various degrees,
but there is one thing alone in which it may be
said we have grown enormously—a growth, I think,
almost too great to be natural and wholesome, though
the houn, gentleman has thought differently. What I re-
fer to is the amount of money we take out of the people in
the way of Custioms—an amount which has increased 50
per cent, Whether we have grown equally in any other re-
spect, except in our ability to extract from the people their
national life, I leave to the most ardent supporters of the
Government, not to assert but to establish. Our public
debt has increased very largely ; we shall get the account
very soon, With the engagements of the year preceding, and
looking to those engagements which are to be added in the
coming year, it is clear that there must be an increase of
the public debt to a very large extent. That general result
affected our credit. Notwithstanding the great commenda-
tion of hon. gentlemen opposite on the great loan, we find it
drags ; we find that it is'a drug in the market; we find it
stated in an important London paper the other day that a
portion of it was taken by a few persons who hold it still,
as they have been unable to unload. And that
is the condition of things, arranged by the hon,
gentleman, in which we have to effect the important opera-
tion of exchanging a very large proportion of our b per
cent. debtin a very few months. I hope, however, Sir,
that whatever else the hon. gentleman may have done with
reference to our finances, he has been more careful of his
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investments than he was last year. I trust he has not in-
vested any more money in banks like the Exchange Bank,
and that no item of that description will reappear in
our Pablic Accounts as an investment. All the circum-
stances which have since become manifest to the gereral
public with reference to the disgraceful management of that
institution throw light upon what ought to have been the
conduct and the policy of the Administration, when they
lent, under the peculiar circumstances under which they
did lend, that sum at the time at which they did lend it;
and I cannot but conceive that the hon. gentleman will
have a very difficult task, even in this House and to this
House, in vindicating, with that added light, his conduct in
that transaction. We sesm to have stopped a good many
gaps. We seem to have filled up many voids. We
seem to have handed over to Mr, Craig some $100,000
I think it was, and I sippose that settled that
little gap that was made in that anomalous account which
placed a sum of $6,500, I think it was, to the credit of the
Conservative election committee. I forget which division
of Montreal it was, but I dare say the hon, member to whom
it belongs w'll rise and say. Now, Sir, it was in this state
of things with reference to the country that the First
Minister in England in November last declared that
at that juncture there were po industries materially suffer-
ing and thit every industrious man could get a good day’s
pay for & good day’s work., It is indeed quile true that
the hon. gentleman has assumed a new rile. Who does not
remember the diatribes that were uttered against my hon.
friend from East York (Mr. Mackenzie), and those who acted
with him when they modestly said that they thought it was of
some consequence to Canada that it should be a cheap
country to live in 7 Who does not remember that we were
almost told it was a disreputable thing to have a cheap
country to live .in—cheap and nasty—that what was
wanted was a dear country to live in and plenty of money
to pay the high prices ? That was the .argument,
and it was said that the argument to the contrary, of
its being of some comsequence that the prices of com-
modities should be low and that people should pay as
little as possible for what they wanted, was a despicable
argument, an argument to be swept away by hon.
gentlemen opposite. But it is his argnment to-day. He
repeats on two occasions the statement that we are suffering
to-day from too great plenty. There is too much wheat in
the country and so wheat and flour are too cheap; there is
too much cotton in the country, enough for three times as

many people as there are, and so we are suffering because | complish that object,
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and of difficulty. The consumer is reaping a temporary
advantage, it may be, which we know will not be a per-
manent one, which will very soon be disposed of; but, in
the meantime what has happened to the industries the hon,
gentlemen were 8o anxious to protect and secure, and to
the workingmen whose wages are reduced, whose numbers
are diminished, whose hours of remunerative toil are
shortened ? What is wanted in some of these industries is a
blessing of some kind or another. There are natural bless-
ings which may relieve the hon. gentleman, A flood or a
fire would relieve him. If we could sell some of our sur-
plus cotton manufactories to an insurance company, it
would relieve him. If we had a violent storm of some kind
that would carry them away, that would help the thing a
little bit. Short of that, if what we hear is to be believed,
we want a ring or a combination by which half the
machinery can be kept idle and the other half worked; by
which the operatives may be cut off to the extent of one
half in numbers, the rest worked, and the ger eral consumer
may be obliged, by the effect of the high tariff, to pay such
a price as will remunerate the capitalist in respect, first, of
the mill he is working, and, secondly, of the mill he is
keeping idle. These are the things we want, and in regard
to cotton and knitted goods I observe that there is some
hope of something of the kind being accomplished. It isa
difficult matter to accomplish, it takes time to arrange, and
afterwards very often it is broken. Still, it is getting along,
and by means of these natural or these artificial blessings it
is possible that the hon. gentleman may be able to report
some improvement in some of these industries on some other
and happier day. While this is the condition of matters,
we hear nothing now about the foreign trade. Oh, I beg the
hon. member for Cumberland’s pardon —we did hear a little
of it from him—we heard that the export of manufactures
had increased by $13,000 over the previous year. Has the
hon. gentleman taken the average of the years before the pre-
sentfiscal tariffand compared it with tho average of theyears
under the present tariff, which was to develop our manufac-
tures, and promote our trade? If he does so, he will find
the comparison gives a very different result. I kbow mot
the figures for the last six months. No doubthe has stated
them correctly, but the excess which he gives, not an excess
over the figures of the old days, but an excess over those of
1883, is no indication of the improvement of trade. We
heard in the past a great deal of the efforts made to encour-
age trade with foreign nations. We have appointed High
Commissioners, first one and then another, specially to ac-
We have had missions to France,

cotton 18 too cheap; and so forth and so forth, Well, in' Spain and clsewhere witnh the same view. As yeot, however,
part, of course, thisis due to that general reduction of values ' there has been no result that we can ascertain, and I am
which the hon. gentlem n mentions in the Speech itself, | entitled to assume, in the absence of any statement to-day
which he declares exists, and which applies necessarily to | in the Speech from the Throne, that there is no result—that
imports and, by reflex action, to a considerable extent to '

home mannfactures. For example, sugar. I read the report
the other day of the Connal stores in Glasgo w for the close of
the year, and I find from it that for the last few weeks of
the year a fair quantity of yellow sugar was retailed in
Glasgow at a penny & pound, and it was not due to the
fiscal policy of Great Britain, in the way of protection at all
events, that that was achieved. But I hear hon. gentlemen
talking about relatively cheap sugar, not relatively

cheap a8 compared with the price in England,
but as compared with the price here a little
while ago, and declaring that this is the result

of their fiscal policy here. But the effect of these valucs
being reduced, as far as their policy has affected them, is
that, instead of there being a slaughter of the foreign goods
to the prejudice of the foreign maker, there is a slaughter
of the domestic goods to the disadvantage of the domestic
maker. We have brought to our own doors, to our own
homes, and amongst ourselves an unnecessary and abnormal
degree of demoralization of trade, of depression of values,
Mr. BLaxkE.

there is nothing to be communicated to us. So with refer-
ence to that which is of course also foreign trade, but which
naturally assumes an exceptional prominence in our eyes
—reciprocity with the United States--we hear nothing
except the statement that we are not to move, that we
are to do npothing, that we are not to approach
them, that we must wait until they approach us.
It was our view, and we emphasised it last Session by a
vote, that the expiry of the articles of the Washington
Treaty rendered it prudent to enter into negotiations with
the United States upon the subject of the fishery arrange-
ments between the two countries, and in connection with
that the subject of reciprocal trade between the two coun-
tries. The hon. gentleman caused that resolution to be
amended; he declared it was inopportune, and the policy
of masterly inactivity seems to have been pursmed until
now. We drifted along without effort, that we know of),
that we are told of, to secure better relations than are
likely to ocour from the policy of drifting, Now the hon.
gentlemen who have spoken, having found grounds for con-
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gratulation as to the past, and as to the present, found it
very easy to be congratulatory as to the future. I am not
surprised that when they were able to felicitate us upon
our present condition they should come to that conclusion
with reference to our more immediate future; and I hope
that the early apprehension by the public of Canada of the
fallacy of the views of the hon. Finance Minister, their
early reaching the conclusion that he was not a trust-
worthy guide, the determination which they evinced—not,
indeed, until after there had been, under his advice, an un-
healthy expansion, a diversion of capital from which we are
suffering te-day, but still much earlier than we would have
expected them to do—their reaching, I say, the con-
clusion that they must retrench and draw in, will enable us
to pass through what one hon. gentleman called the
present crisis, and pass through the present period of de-
pression, at any rate, within a period of not very protracted
length nor of very great severity. But I do not believe
that there are indications which would render it justifiable
in the Legislature of this country, in members of Parlia-
ment, or in Ministers, to invite the commercial and the
general community to launch out at this time. I believe
that we have bofore us a year of considerable difficulty; I
believe we have before us a year in which it will be
requisite to exercise the virtues of prudence, of frugality,
and of retrenchment in public and in private affairs, and
that the true advice {o give to the people is what I have
just now suggested—not to befool them with statements as
to their immediately returning into the state from which
they have recently gone, but rather to point out the true
method by which it is alone possible to hope for a recur-
rence of good times. I am quite aware that the hon. gentle-
men opposite, many of them, denounce statements of this
description, that they declare that they are unpatriotic,
that they declare that it is wrong to deal with facts as
they present themselves tothe mind of the speaker, if those
facts are not grateful 10 their ears; but I believe that it is
our duty not to exaggerate but to state facts, and the con-
clusions from them, as we really understand them, and that
honest advice of that description is what we owe to our
country; and, therefore, notwithstanding these denuncia-
tions, 1 am determined, for my part, to ‘tell the truth and
shame—the Tories.” Now, Sir, the second paragraph of
the Speech deals particularly with Manitoba and the North-
West; and some later paragraphs with railways there and
with the financial status of the Province. I am very glad
to hear the account of the well-being, the hopefulness and
content of the settlers there, which are raid to have been
manifested to the visitors from the British Association.
We all cheerfully voted the supplies which were asked
from this Parliament in order to carry out the projected
visit of the British Association; we were all very glad that
it took place; we all expected considerable benefit from it,
and there was no dissenting voice as tothe pecuniary arrange-
ments that the Government proposed upon that occasion;
but it did strike me as one of the most cogent proofs of the
excellence of the hon. member for Cumberland, in that
porticular part of oratory to which I referred, namely,
hyperbole, that he should have declared that no event in
the history of Canada during the present century has been
so important, or redounded so much to its advantage, as
the visit of the British Association. I remember in my own
experience a good many things, and I have read of many
more which I conceive to have been of infinitely greater
importance to our country, which have conduced more to
its credit and prosperity than the visit of some two hundred,
or whatever the number may have been, of eminent British
gentlemen, could by any possibility do. Now, Sir, the ex-
pectations of immigration, it is said, have been disappointing
but by the hon. gentleman’s account,not so very much
so. He says about 100,000 came in. I shall not enter
into the controversy which is going on from Session to

Session as to the accuracy of these figures. We will get
them, and they will be analysed in due time. But extra-
vagant expectations of immigration were, no doubt, enter-
tained. At one time we hoped great things from the rail-
way company and we were told when the contract was let
that one of the burdens from which the country would be
relieved was that of getting immigration into the North-
West, because the railway company would do that for
us. I have not observed, in any accounts that I have
received, any large expenditures, as yet, by the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company upon immigration, but I do
observe per contra that our own expenditures have been
very largely increased, and this year they will be found
considerably to have exceeded half a million of money.
Notwithstanding that glowing picture which the Speech
gives of hopefulness, well-being and content in Manitoba
and the North-West, I am obliged to reiterate the view
that there have been great blunders and errors in
the policy of the Administration, with reference to that
couniry; that the railway monopoly, the policy as to
other lines in Manitoba in the earlier years after the con-
tract with the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, the lock-
ing up of large blocks of lands, the speculative sales which
were made, and the operation of the tariff, have all been ex-
tremely adverse to the creation and permanent existence of
that condition of hopefuluess, well-being and content which
we all agroe is so essential to the growth of that country and
the prosperity of Canada at Jarge, dependent, as it is, for its
prosperity upon the prosperity of the North-West, so great is
the stake it has taken in that country, The hon. member for
Cumberland pointed out in a sentence that fact. He says
one cent on a bushel of wheat to the farmer of the North-
West is of the greatest importance; we must not handicap
him in his effort to get his wheat to the markets of Europe.
That is the great difficulty. That is the difficulty which we
have got to combat, a difficulty largely of our own crea-
tion, in view of the policy of the Government with
respect to the whole Canadian Pacific Railway. The
anxiety of the people of that country to obtain some other
mode of communrication, their anxiety to reach Europe by
somo other means, cutting off us of the East by a short run
to Hudson’s Bay, their proposals with respect to the ex-
penditure, the zeal which they display in pressing the con-
struction of that railway, are to my mind the strongest
evidences of the feeling that must exist there, as to the vital
importance of procuring some other means of communica-
tion or some competition with respect to moving their pro-
duce. I was very sorry to hear—I suppose it was a half
inspired utterance—from the hon. member for Cumberland
(Mr. Townshend), when, in referring to the expedition to
Hudson’s Bay he told us that whatever difficulties it might
have evidenced as to its primary object, the establishing of
the possibility of a route between the North-West and
Europe, we had at all events to congratulate ourselves more
than to console ourselves with the reflection that we had
found a new salmon fishery. That will, indeed, be balm to
the people of the North-West. Iam very glad under these
circumstances to hear, and I hope it is not now too late, that
a liberal land policy with respect to railways in the North-
West is about to be adopted. When the Pacific Railway
Company was chartered we were told that it would supply
us with branch lines; that a very large proportion of the land
grant was to be taken in districts off the main line, and that
interest and policy would necessitate their building the
branches ; and in the earlier days, after the execution of that
contract, they adopted that view themselves and they pro-
jected very lengthy lines—I cannot now give you the mile-
age, but in one year the projects transmitted to the Minister
covered more than one thousand miles of branch lines. Bat
a change took place in their policy and in the policy of the
Administration,and it was determined to make it the primary
object, to the exclusion and sacrifice of the branch lines, in
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the meantime, to finish the ends of the main line; and so,
although something has been done by the company in that
direction, something where it was necessary perbaps to
meet competition, comething where it was necessary 1o push
to one side rival enterprises, something where it was neces-
sary to provide another means of connection with the
second line of the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba
Railway, yet what has been done in that direction has been
trifling compared with the expectations which were
held out to we, trifling compared with their own
projects as laid before us years ago. I cannot blame them,
—this policy having been adopted—because if all the res-
sources they possessed, if all the money they could borrow
and raise, were to be devoted to the construction of the ends
of the line, it was clear there could be nothing left for the
branches. One observation only I will make. Long ago,
in the last Session, I think, of the Parliament of the hon,
member for East York (Mr. Mackenzie), a proposal was
made to grant liberal aid to local railways. Thut proposal
has been the subject of much animadversion and criticism on
the other side. Hon, gentlemen were going 1o do the thing
a great deal better; they were going to help the railway
companies and at the same time make money out it; they
would not give the land away, not they ; they would sell it
at §1 per acre and the company would make $1 or $1.50,
and 8o both the railways would be benefited and the Pablic
Treasury replenished. But now we find free grants are to
be given to railways. I will add this caution to hon. gen-
tlemen opposite. I hope, whatever arrangement is made
with any railway for a free grant of land, it will be coupled
with such restrictions as will secure those lands being open
for settlement at fixed moderate prices. 1 maintain that
that is of vital importance. We have suffered enough in the
North-West from not keeping that before us as
a leading, cardinal principle in the land and railway
policy of the country. To repeat that policy now
would be more than a blunder; it would be & crime. I hope
that the golden dream has not altogether vanished, and that
it is not too late for the Government to have awakened to
the necessities of the situation, because I have always
believed that the rapid settlement of that country demanded
numerous railways through it, and I stated in my place
here years ago, that you might us well talk about rapidly
settling the North-West with one cart road as with one rail-
way. The hon. First Minister has not apon this occasion
said anything in the Speech about the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company-—and for this much thanks. We were a
little afraid there might be an announcement made to wus.
We were reassured by a statement made that the company
had, during a certain period, made $800,000 or $900,000 of
net profits. We were reassured by a statement that out of
those profits the company would be able to pay its
February dividend in excess of the guarantee dividend,
$625,000, making a profit to investors in that enterprise of
from 11 to 124 per cent., according to the rate at which
they acquired their security. We are glad to know by this
fortunate omission in the Speech that we will not
be called upon to put our hands info our pockets
again. We are glad to know that nodemand for further help
will be made; we are glad to know that the second final
seitlement is final, at all events for this Session, and that
we have therefore nothing to apprehend in that direction
with respect to the Canadian Pacific Railway. But while
that is so, I had expected that the circumstances of the
road, its approaching completion and the great through
trade that is about to be developed, would have been the
subject of a glorifying paragraph. I had really expected
that when the hon. gentleman could extract so much sun-
shine from cacumbers as he has done with respect to those
matters which he has put into the Speech, he would have
certainly found, particularly when we regard the floods of
oratory which we have heard within the last few weeks on
Mr, BLAKE,

this subject, something in regard to the completion, before
wo next met, of the great Canadian Pacific Railway and its
through trade, and the new impetus which is to be given to
Canada. Acd the hon. member for Cumberland (Mr.
Townshend) felt there was an omission there, and he
bettered the Speech by himself introducing the subject, and
pointing out to us that the road was going to do great
things for us, of which the Speech does not tell but of
which orators tell us. I hope it may be so. I hope the
trade will be quite as large as the hon, gentleman depicted,
and quite as profitable; but still I would have had a
stronger assurance had I found it certified by Ministers whose
every prediction has hitherto been verified to the lettor.
There 18 one point on which I should like to have heard some-
thing, and that is with respect to the grades in the Rockies
and the Selkirk Range. The time has now arrived
when Ministers must have settled and approved the route
of the road. I have more than once called their attention
to the fact that the reports of engineers indicated that
grades could not be obtained within the contract, and that
there was no power to approve grades heavier than those
specified in the contract. I trust no violation of the law
has taken place, and that no grades have been approved or
sought to be approved in excess of those which Parliament
sanctioned, because it seems to me that a grave breach of
the duty of the Administration to Parliament will have
been committed, as well as a course taken which may be, in
the fature, extremely prejudicial to the permanent interests
of the railway, if that result has taken place. Nor do we
hear anything this time about the colonization companios.
I am sorry for that. I had hoped to hear they had paid
their instalments and that the Treasury was getting filled
from their resources. Instead of that, a rumor is in circu-
lation that they are calling for relief. It is actually said
that they talk about a change; that they require some modi-
fication in their position, and that they make the change in
the policy of the Government with regard to branch rail-
ways a basis for their application, They say, if you
are going to give branch railways lands free along their
roads, the companies will sell them at prices at which
people who have free lands can sell them and make a hand-
some profit; and how shall we make a profit when we have
to pay for our lands which will come into competition with
these free lands at the disposal of railway companies,
and therefore as you have conceded it for the others, so you
should for the colonization companies, Under these cir-
cumstances it is to me a great pleasure and satistaction to
refer to solemn estimates, to ascertained and carefully cal-
culated results, to feel that whatever difficulties may some-
times oppress my mind and make me rather gloomy as to
the financial results of the lands in the North-West, we
know that the Government, on an occasion when they were
calling upon Parliament to take an important step, when
they were demonstrating the consequences of that step,
took their officers into their confidence, and obtained from
them statements which reassured my sinking spirits. On
the 4th of May, 1883, the late hon. Minister of Railways
was about to address the House on the subject of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, and on that day, doubtless with a
view of confirming his own statements—as if those state.
ments should need confirmation—read a letter from the
first officer of the hon. First Minister, which letter the late
Minister of Railways read in the House, and which I have
read several times in the last few months, whenever I felt
low spirited about the financial results of the sales of our
lands in the North-West. That letter is as follows : —

¢ OrTaWa, 4th May, 1883.
« B1p,—Having given the subjects my best and fullest consideration” —
You see how caretul he was, Mr. Speaker:

¢¢ ] estimate that the receipts of this department from the sale of agri-
cultural and coal lands, timber dues, rents of grazing lands, and sales
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of mineral lands other than coal, with the royalties from the minerals,
between the 1st Janusry 18383, and the 31st December, 1891, both
inclusive,’’

Mark you the precision of detail. The 1st of January and the
318t December, were both included in the calculation——

‘¢ will amount to not less than $58,000,000.

‘* A, M. Burazss.”’

That, Sir, is testimony which makes me feel happy under
the most desperate circumstances. We are sorry to observe
that the receipts from Dominion lands this year do not
quite come up to the proportion. In fact, I am not aware
of any (Farticular year in which they may be said to have
reached those figures. But doubtless the hon. gentleman
was just stooping to conquer. He was withdrawing only
to make the better leap, and what little has been done in
the way of permitting arrears to accumulate in the North-
West lands will be made good; the assurance given to
Parliament by the Ministry will be implemented, and our
dobts will not only be paid but we will have a handsome
revenue from the sale of North-West lands—between the
1st of January, 1883, and the 3ist December, 1891, * both
inclusive,” But while I feel thus assured as to the West,
while I stick to my text and insist on its accuracy in
spite of all difficulties, I am not so certain about the Eastern
part of our expenditure, One of the hon. gentlemen who
bave addressed the House—in fact both of them—alluded
to the East, The hon, member for Beauco (Mr. Tas-
chereau) said something about one East and the hon.
member for Cumberland (Mr. Townshend) said something
about another farther East, and it seems we have not re-
ceived any assurance or statement ag yet as to the effects
of the policy of last Session in the East. What of the Short
Line route? What of the Bill of last Session for reaching
the city of Quebec? As to the arrangement for reaching
that city, one alternative of that arrangement was to take
effect, if at all, within six months aftcr the passing of the
Act; the other within twelve months. [ do not know
whether the fatal hour has struck, but at any rate it ap-
proaches very nearly, and we begin to be anxious about the
arrangement in that regard. As to the route of the Short
Lino wo really thought last Session that we had something
to say about it. Some of us were audacious enough to
suggest that the people’s representatives should have an
opportunity of deciding whether the view of the Govern-
ment, after receiving the report of a competent engineer,
was good or not, and that the route should not be finally
fixed by executive action. We were pooh-poohed. My
hon. friend who sits close to me tested the sense of the
House on that view, but his motion was denied, the
Government resisting it, and we were refused
the opportunity. But I see something in the news-
papers, which always are accurate, that seems to indicate
that after all my hon. friend was not so far wrong. I see
that something was said by the First Minister, and corro-
borated by the Minister of Public Works—as if the state-
ment required corroboration—in the city of Three Rivers, in
the county which he so ably represents, indicating that we
were to see the surveys, that we were to have some oppor-
tunity of dealing with the selection of the route. Clearly
then the decision which was reached last Session was a
wrong decision under the circumstances. To what do
we owe this nmew light on the part of the hon. gentle-
man? Was it to reconcile his supporters, or what, that,
having us completely in his hands, having procured
from this confiding Parliament the consent that he
asked for, he should now say that he will be gracious
enough to permit us to do our duty in the matter ?
From the hon. member for Cumberland (Mr. Townshend)
we learned that nothing has been done in the far East, and
that the counties of Cumberland snd Ficton are in a sad
condition by reason of that failure. Now that surprises me,
I begin to lose faith in assurances, howover plausible, 1had

myself doubts about this matter; I expressed them frankly
as I always do. [ questioned the hon. gentleman’s pre-
decessor, the late hon. Minister of Railways, as to whether
he had satisfied himself that the companies were all right,
that they were solvent, that the matter was bond fide, and
the Minister of Railways assured me, with every positive-
ness, that it was all right, that he had satisfied himself as to
the bond fides and good standing of the corporations, and that
everything was going through. Now, the hon. gentleman
from - Cumberland says that his predecessor was all
wrong. He assures me that nothing—no, that some
small work has been done, which has not been paid
for, and that the poor laborers lack, and the store
keepers lack, and they call on the Government whom
they have faithfully supported in two elections, not-
withstanding the offer heid out to them of a railway
through the country—they call on the faithful Government
to pay these debts and procure the construction of this rail-
way. And has it not gone to Cape Breton either? We
had a positive assurance on that point, too. My hon.
friend from Digby (Mr. Vail) declared that he thought that
the amount was too small, and I was obliged to say to him
that the Minister of Railways had told us it was enough and
that the work was going to be done that if we wanted
more money to spend on railways wegh%i spend it where
it was wanted, but not to ask us to-take 6 money out of
the Treasury than was needed to seccure the railway. Is
the hon, gentleman serious in saying ithat no arrangement
has heen made for the building of that railway? Whom
shall I believe? As to the Manitoba settlement, I am glad
to hear that there has been another final settlement in that
Province. But I want to know if it is final for this year, or
really finally final. There are some things which it is
utterly impossible to settle finally. You cannot provide
finally with reference to that Province on the population
basis. And with regard to. that question, I suggested, two
or three years ago, that there should be more frequent
censuses to regulate the adjustment of the population sub-
sidy to that Province. But, apart from that, there was
no reason why these matters should not have been
settled once for all. I see, however, that the hon,
gentleman declares that we shall have a Bill to confirm
the settlement as soon as the Local Legislature has
accepted it. .Therefore, I presume that the Province
will be called upon to deal with the matter in the first
place, and I am not called upon to pronounce upon the
merits of this settlement until the details shall be laid be-
fore us, But I am very glad to see that the hon. gentlemun
has succeeded again in conciliating his stern opporent, the
Premier of that Province, and actually capturing his con-
fidence, We are treated with the statement, for the third
time repeated, that we are to have a Representation Bill,
and I suppose the third time is the charm, because twice
before we have had it up to a certain point, but no farther,
1 trust, however, that as the story goes that this is to be a
very short Session, the hon. gentleman will have reconsidered
the provisions of that measure as introduced on two former
occasions, and that he will have taken heed to the objections
rather suggested than elaborated; because it was not proper
that the measure should have been fully discussed until the
hon. gentleman opened that discussion by an expository
speech in introducing the measure, which he has never yet
made, and that the measure introduced will be more satisfac-
tory than the former one was. For my part, I declare my un-
swerving adhesion to the view, notwithstanding the state-
ments of the hon. gentlemen who have spoken on this
occasion, that simplicity, economy, convenience and the
public welfare are to be served most by our adopting, until
there is some good reason given to the contrary, the
franchises of the Local Legislatures. I shall notanticipate
that question, but I maintain further that & measure which
proposes, as the former measures of the hon, gentlemen
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proposed, that persons to be appointed by the executive of
the day shall practically control the revision of the voters’
lists, is & measure that should not be accepted by a free and
independent Parliament,

It being six o'clock, the Speaker left the Chair.

After Recess.

Mr. BLAKE. The hon, member, Mr. Speaker, was very
much pleased with the paragraph in the Speech with refer-
ence to the question of Chinese immigration, and thought it
evinced great care and great diligence on the part of the
Admninistration in the prosecution of their duty. I am not
surprised that the hon. member for Camberland, who is new
to this House, should have apprehended the state of the case
somewhat differently from the way in which some of us are
disposed to look alit; because I find in the Commission to
which reference is made in the Speech that a most inaceu-
rate recital has been made of tho facts of the case. That
Commission, speaking from memory, as it was published in
the papers, was issued upon a report of the First
Minister to the effect that a motion which had
been made in this House on the subject of Chinese
immigration had been withdrawn upon a pledge made
by the Governggent that they wounld issue such
a commission. Now, thisds wholly incorrect, and I am
astonished that the hon. gentleman should have so soon

forgotten the events of the Session, or that he should have |

trusted to his memory, and not have referred to the record.
It is quite true the hon. gentleman used his most persuasive
tones to induce the withdrawal of the motion. It is quite
true he asked my hon. friend, who is a supporter of his, and
who was pressing on the motion very oarnestly, to with-
draw it, but he was not saccessful on that occasion. The
hon. gentleman insisted, and the First Minister then pro-
posed some slight modification of the terms of the motion,
or of the amendment moved by the hon. member for North
Grey (Mr. Allen), and with that amendment the motion
passed. So far then, from this Commission issning upon a
pledge of the Government, the fact is that we unanimously
resolved “ that in tho opinion of this House it is expedient
to enact a law restricting or regulating the incoming of
Chinese into the Dominion of Canada.” That was the state
of the case at the close of the Session; that motion was
carried with the assent of the Government; and now we are
informed that a Commission has been issued, that the report
s nearly ready, and that it will be presented to us during
the Session, which I suppose is intended to convey to those
interested in this subject that they shall see the report, but
that the measure which the Hounse agreed should be brought
down, and which it was understood should bs brought down
this Session, will not make its appearance. I do not think,
Sir, the report ought to be delayed. There is one member
of the Governmeunt at any rate--the hon. Secretary of
State, who also fills the position of Commissioner—who
cannot admit the necessity of delay. Therefore, I hope, the
report will come, not during the Session merely, but at
once, 8o that we shall be in a position to grapple with
the question in accordance with the resolution of the
Honse to which I refer. The hon. member for Cumberland
paid a very natural and graceful compiiment to his prede-
cessor—whom he will permit me to say we miss from his
place this Session. His disappearance from that place is the
practical result of the view taken by this side of the House
last Session. We insisted that the holding of the two posi-
tions which that gentleman then held was inconsistent, in-
convenient and improper. My hon. friend from Bothwell
(Mr. Mills) moved a resolution indicating that it should
not be continued; the hon: gentleman resisted it, and his
usual majority sustained him ; but immediately, at the close
of the Session, the position we took prevailed, and the hold-
ing of the double office ceased. The office of Minister of
Mr. BLAkE,

Railways has not since been filled for now a long time—for
more than two years, if we except the actual period of the
Session, during a considerable portion of which it was the
opinion of & large number of the members of this House that
the office was not filled either—at any rate by a member of
Parliament—there has been no Minister of Railways practi-
cally. It is of some consequence to us, particularly when
important transactions are taking place with reference
to the Pacific Railway route and other matters, that there
should be a Minister of Railways. It is of some importance
to us to know who should be the successor of the late Min-
ister of Railways. It is of little consequence when a Robi-
taille succeeds 2 Robitaille, but it is of some consequence
who should be the successor of the late member for Cumber-
berland. Now, we are promised some measures, mostly of
an amendatory character—measures to amend the insurance
law, tho Civil Service Act, a contagious diseases
measare, a North-West census measure, and a mea-
sure in relation to the North-West Mounted Police.
Theso are indicated to us as some of the principal subjects
of legislation of the Session. But we find on both gides of
the House—-the hon. member for Cornwall and Stormont
hasshown that he found it too--that certain measures which
were promised onco or twice before are not mentioned.
There is no factory Bill promised, though, like the fran-
chise Bill, it adorned former Speeches from the Throne,
The franchire Bill survives, but we cannot say, in this
instance, that it is the survival of the fittest. The factory
. Bill seems to have disappeared, obviously, as the hon. mem-
| ber for Cornwall and Stormont thinks, for good. It is not
among the alia, the other things which it was not thought
worth while to mention in the Speech from the Throne, but
which are to be brought forward as special plums in the
pudding. Nor do we find anything more promised to the
North-West than the census. I had hoped some measure
would have been promised for tho representation of the
North-West Territories. That question was discussed in
both branches of the Legislature last Session. My hon.
friend from Huron (Mr. Cameron) brought in a Bill to
provide for representation in the Territories, but the
hon. gentleman does not see fit to offer them representa-
tion, and tells them instead he will count their numbers.
Nor is anything said with reference to the grand schemes
of which the hon. Minister lately doclared himself a sup-
porter. We had some reason to expect that when a gen-
tleman in his position hal announced, in his view, the im-
portance of these schemes, they would, at any rate, have
been bronght forward in that Speech. But upon them
nothing is said. I shall not, under these circumstances, dis-
cuss them, but I cannot pass by the occasion on which the
hon, gentleman made statements on these subjects without
protest, for my part, with reference to certain names he used.
When in England, as the First Minister of Canada, the hon,
gentleman ought to have been particularly careful, if he
chose to make allusions, to make them with regard to ac-
curacy and fact, and not to have used his position unfairly,
a8 I conceive he did, to discredit those who are opposed to
him in this country. As reported in the English papers,
he said in one of his speeches :

“The Canadian Liberal-Conservatives are thote who draw theil
inspirations from England, who believe in the English constitution, and
would loyally follow English precedents. Opposed to them we have
the Liberal party, but they are not the true Liberals. The majority
are, I believe, as loyal as any Conservatives. They have an earnest
desire to continue the unioa which happily exists between Canada and
the Mother Country, but they do not draw their inspirations from Eag-
land. We have contiguity to a great nation, to & people who speask
the same langnage, deal with us and trade with us, and it is therefore
very unataral that their institntions should offer gome attraction to a
considerable body of our people.’”’

I maintain that was an inaccurate statement of the opinions
of the Liberal party. I maintain that the Liberal party has
a well settled and reasonable preference for that system, as
more flexible, as giving earlier and apter opportunities for
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the triumph of the popular will, which we have here accord-
ing to the Britich system, than it has for the presidential
gystem which prevails on the other side of the line. I have
never heard any gentleman who represented in any shape
any #ection of the Liberal party or any constituency in the
interest of the Liberal party, express a preference for the
présidertial as opposed to our parliamentary system, and I
maintain it was an unfair use to make of the position the
hon, gentleman occupied in England, thathe should make a
statement eminently calculated to discredit his political
opponents and without any foundation in fact, At the same
time, the hon. gentleman was good enough to say that :

“ Any Enﬁl)ishman, in coming to Oanada, if he was a man of educa-

tion, invariably joined the Canadian Conservative party, no matter
what his home politics may have been.”
I do not know, I am sure, under what circumstances the
hon. gentleman made such a statement, but I say he
inflicted a gross insult on a very large portion of the
most intellizent part of this community, who have come
from England, are educated men, and are warm adherents
of the Li%eral party. The hon.gentleman made another state-
ment on the same occasion. In giving what he thought
was & historical résumé of past history, he declared, with
some very violent language which I will not read, for we
are accustomed to it from the hon. gentleman, that the con-
duct of the Liberal party had been that of demagogues in
Canada, and then he went on to say:

% And they charged Sir George Cartier with being little better thana
French speaking Englishman.”

That was the e¢limax of the hon. gentleman’s attack upon us
that we had charged Sir George Cartier with being no
better than a French speaking Englishman. Why, I fancy,
if the hon. gentleman’s audience had been present when Sir
George Cartier was in England on a former occasion, they
would have heard him making the same statement, That
was Sir George Cartier’s public statement with reference to
his position. But the hon.gentleman turns this speech,
which came from the lips of his own colleague, into a
dreadful accusation hurled at him by political opponerts, I
hope the hon, gentleman, on future occasions, when in Eng-
land, will be a little more accurate when he attempts
to describe ihe actions and conduct of his political
opponents. The hon. gentleman ought to have remembered,
when he gave that account, which I have read, of the prin-
ciples and views of the Liberal party, that the only man
of the quondam annexationists of 1849 now prominent in

ublic life, Sir David Macpherson, is a colleague of his own.

e ought to remember that the most prominent advocate
of independence in Canada was a former colleague of his
own, his Minister of Finance for many years, who declined
to receive the honor of knighthood except upon the- distinct
understanding that he held views on independence which
he would be at perfect liberty to uphold ; and who denounced
the hon. gentleman in 1875, but, as a repentant sinner, was
afterwards received by the hon. gentleman into his service.
Under these circumstances, it little becomes the hon. gentle-
man to make such attacks as he has made in the absence of
those whom he was aspersing., Besides the absence of
those subjects in the Speech, there are some other little
omissions. The hon. gentleman had found place in the
Speech from the Throne last year for the decision of the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in Russell and the
Queen. There has been a greater decision since then.
There has been a decision on the boundary question. The
Russell case settled a point of law with reference to
what the hon. gentleman thought were the relative
jurisdictions of the Dominion and the Provinces.
The decision of the boundary question decided the fats, as
the hon. gentleman described it, of a kingdom, and yet we
find no statement of it. There is much said upon this sub-
ject, which I am a little compelled to disagree with. People
seem to think that the igsue is very different from what I
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have always thought the issue to have been, A great
question has been settled ; a question between Canada and
one of the Provinces; a question promoted by this Admin-
istration, in one point of view, which it afterwards thrust
upon one of the Provinces, and which has ultimately been
decided adversely to that Administration. Isay adversely
to that Admiuistration. The issue was, as to what the
boundary of Ontario was, and upon that subject, as long
ago as March, 1872, the Government presided over by the
hon. gentleman made this declaration with reference to that
boundary :

“ The boundsry in question is clearly identical with the limits of the

Province of Quebec, according to 14 george I[I, chap. 83, the Quebes
Act, and described as follows * * * Extending along the river
Ohio westward to the banks of the Mississippi (thatis the junction of
the two rivers) and northward to the southern boundary of the Rudson’s
Bay territory. The southern boundary of the Hudson’s Bay territor;
is well understood to be the height of land dividing the waters whicg
flow into Hudson's Bay from those entering the valley of the Great
Lakes, and forming the northern boundary of Ontario.”
Therefore, the position the hon. gentleman took at that time
was that the boundary of Ontario was the due north line
from the junction of the Ohio and the Mississippi on the one
part, and the height of land upon the other part. The
Government of Ontario stated its position in the course of
that correspondence, which was practically the boundary of
the Lake of tho Woods to the westward and on the north a
line to the northward of the height of land., Then the
hon. gentleman, on the 17th November, 1872, reported,
stating this:

*“The morthern boundary of Ontario the Government believe to be

the line of the watershed separating the waters that run towards Lake
Superior from those which run towards Hudson's Bay, and the western
boundary a line drawn in accordance with the provisions of 14 Geo.
11L., chap 83, from the conflux of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers north-
ward, that i, by the shortest northward courae to the southern boundary
of the Hudson’s Bay territory.”’
There, Sir, were the two statements of the Administration
on that subjsci. Then there came an attempt to ascer-
tain what the boundary was, and the arbitration was ar-
ranged, and the award took place, and the hon. gentleman,
in opposition to the contention from this side of the House,
that the award ought to be accepted, declared that it should
not be accepted. Why ? Because he said it was all wrong,
that we ought to have an entirely different boundary from
that which was found by the award. He said this:

‘They’’—that is the Dominion Parliament or Goverament—*‘gay it
is not & true boundary—that the Dominion wants simply what by law
is their right. The Ontario Government and Legislature have no
right to agk more, but they say no. They passed a law accepting the
award, because they saw it added an additional kingdom to Ontario, as
was the remark of its Premier, and they will not do anything else.”

Once again:

¢‘The effect of settling the boundary between these Provineces will
compel, I do not say the Province of Ontario, but the present Govern-
ment of Ontario, to be reasonable, and not to insist upon a boundary
which cannot be supported in any court or tribunal in the world. They
will come to terms quick enongh when they find that they must do so.
To use an expression whichis common in Scotland, it is land hungry they
are for that country, and they are resolved to get it rightly or wrongly.”

Then again :

¢‘Nor is it the duty of the Dominion Government to aceept their idea
of the facts ; because, according to my idea, the whole case was given
away before the arbitrators. Anybody reading the case would see that
it was most wretchedly managed on the part of the Dominion. An
inferior man, though a respectable man in his way, Mr. McMahon, was
chosen to conduct the whole case, instead of employing the first legal
ability in the country—instead of the Minister of Justice himself con-
ducting the case before the arbitrators. The whole case was thrown
away—it loocks almost as if it was deliberately thrown away. Never
was such a case so given away as the case of the Dominion was on the
very face of it.”’

Now we find that this subject is once more discussed ; but,
before it was discussed, and at the very time at which this
debate took place from which I have been reading thess

extracts, the hon. gentleman was arranging to thrust the
issuo upon a sister %rovince and to hand over to Manitoba
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the controversy which he had been, up to that time, himself
engaged in, between the Dominion and Oatario, and the
Province of Manitoba endeavored to take possession of a
portion of that which had been awarded to be, and is now
found to be, territory of Ontario. And hon. gentlemen op-
posite said it was all right for the Province of Manitoba to
do it; and the Province of Ontario resisted the attempt of
Manitoba to take possession of what is determined to have
been Ontario’s territory. And hon. gentlemen opposite said
it was all wrong for Onutario to attempt to resist such a
taking of possession—they ought, like good Christians, to
have allowed the Manitobans to take possession of the terri-
tory which it is now established was all along their own,
The question has been practically settled according to
the award, as far as the committee have decided. Thoy
have decided, it seems, not that the award was wrong,
not that it was a conventional boundary, but that
it was the real boundary, As far as the com-
mittee have decided, the case was mnot given away
before the arbitrators, deliberately or otherwise, and the is-
sue which the hon. gentleman, in the year 1872, joined, as 1
have shown from these extracts, between the Dominion of
Canada and the Province of Ontario, in which he contended
for a due north line from the conflux of the Ohio and
Mississippi as the western boundary and for the height of
land as the northern boundary, as far as it is decided, so
far is decided entirely against the contention of the hon.
gentleman and in favor of the contention of the Province;
and those oceans of learning and erudition which we heard
poured out in the debates upon the subjectin this House
from supporters of the Administration seem-to have been
all wasted and thrown away, inasmuch as the decision has
been altogether opposed to them. Yet the whole question is
not settled. The hon. gentleman, for some reason or other,
although it was agreed in this House that the reference
should take place between the Dominion as well as Mani-
toba and the Province of Ontario, although it is said that
there was an assent on the part of the Dominion to such a
reference, at the end it seems withdrew, and so the decision
ouly formally and effectually settles the question as
far as the boundary of Manitoba and Ontario is concerned.
Still one is led to the hope that, inasmuch as what has been
declared by the arbitrators settles the principles upon which
the rest of the boundary ought to be determiner, there will
be no further controversy and the award will be accepted,
in refereuce to the rest of it, on the principle which appears
to have guided the Judicial Committee s far as it hasgone.
Nor is anything said a- to the hon, gentleman’s attitude in
regard to thelands. He has arranged another controversy
with the Province; he is at issue as to the ownership of the
lands in this territory. He has declared that, even if the
territory be within the boundary of the Province of On-
tario, still the lands are the property of the Dominion. It
will be important for us to know, if that contention is to be
maintained, whether there is still to be a controversy, or
whether this question is not to be, as I say it ought to be,
at once settled in all its parts. There is yet another omis-
sion which is proper to be remarked upon—nay, two. The
first is with reference to the Streams Bill. Since we last
met here, there bas been a decision of the Judicial Commit-
tee on that subject also. It was alleged by the hon. gentle-
man that the legislation in the Local Legislatare, declaring
what the law wus, was not legislation ; that it was robbery.
He used language which, coming from anybody else, I should
have said was strong. He said these things :

. The Ontario Government, ‘‘dressed in a little brief authority, Jacks-
in-the box, trampling on the man, ae they eaid they wonld do, pleased
Mr. Caldwell and robbed Mr. McLaren. An hon.” member hag stated
that the Streams Bill was not intended for Mr. McLaren, but for general
application. But it is meau of thesneak who creepsdown the back stairs
and steals the kitchen utensils, or the fellow who comes behind you and
picks y -ur pocxeu—the{‘are men more to be despised than the high-
way robber. It would have been more manly if the Ontario Govern-
Mr. Braxe.

ment had introduced a Bill to hand over Peter McLaren’s property to
Wm Caldwell; they dare not do so, and therefore they passed a Bill
respecting rivers and streams. It was a wretched, flimsy and trans-
pareut device ; it deceived nebody, but it was only by being a public
bully that the Government could ir troduce and carry it ; otherwise there
must be & petition. It had the effect of depriving Mr. McLaren of his
property, under the pretence that it was in the public interest. Nothing
more contemptible or sinister could be done by a Government or Legis-
latare. It was a Bill to take from Mr. McLaren his property and hand
it over to Mr. Caldwell. True, Mr. McLaren bad spent, some say
$250,000, and hon. gentlemen opposite say from $100,000 to $150,000.
[ do not know how mueh it was—but it was Mr. McLaren’s property.
The river at that spot was not & navigable river, and the judge who
heard the evidence and viewed the facts stated thatit was clear that at the
place where the improvements were made it was not only not navigable
but not floatable. It would scarcely allow a ptank ora slab to go down
any more than upon a ditch Caldwell’s timber and logs could not go
through there until the improvements were made. Mr. McLaren, with
his usual industry and perseverance, in order to carry on his extensive
business. made a dam and & slide out of his own timber, for his own
purpoges and on his own soil. Mr. Caldwell had no right to use it with-
out his consent and without paying for it. 1t was absolutely the
property of Mr. McLaren,”

And again he says:

“Supposing an honest old farmer's wife should expropriate her neigh-
bor's hen and say: ‘I ¢ball keep this hen, and you shall feed it right
and see that it lays at the proper time, and I will pay you by giving you
a share of the eggs.”’’

Now that was the attitude of the hon. gentleman. DBut the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council have decided to the
contrary; they have decided that 1t was not Mr. McLaren’s
right to interfere with Mr. Caldwell’s coming down this
stream ; they have decided the law was correctly declared
by those who advised the local legislation; they have
decided, in fact, that the Bill which was said to bea means of
taking away Mr. McLaren’s property with an illusory com-
pensation, was the only Bill that could protect him at all,
or give bim any reasonable compensation for the use of his
improvements over property in respect of which there was a
public easement under the existing law of the land. So the
infallible disallowers who disallowed this measure on the
ground that it was an unjust interference with Mr, McLaren's
property, turned out to be all wrong, and the reason
upon which they acted, insufficient as 1 conceive that reason
to have been, turns out to have been no valid reason at all.
I say insufficient, as I conceive that reason to be, because I
am convinced that upon the true reading of our constitution
the mere circumstance that in the opinion of these gentlemen
adifferent kind of compensation ought to be given, that it was
interference with private rights,was no ground whatever for
exercise of the power of disallowance. But it turns out
that the very basis of their action was an error. And yel,
Sir, wedo not find any reference to Culdwell and McLaren
in the Speech from the Throne. Then, Sir, there wus the
very case in which the hon, gentleman introduced this
castom of giving an account to us of the decision of the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council—the case of the
license question. The license question was raised last Ses-
sion on several occasions, but it was last raised on the floor
of this House on the motion of our lamented friend, Frederic
Houde; and I may say that all of us who watched his
course here must receive the mention of his name with sad-
ness. He has since passed from amongst us. He was a
man of marked independence of character, of frankness, of
honor, of indomitable spirit and energy; and no man who
has seen him here for these many years past but must have
been touched with the exhibition of that spirit and energy
which hé&® made when he struggled against weakness and
disesse in the discharge of his duties in Parliament. We
know that he exhibited that independence of character to
which I refer in a very marked way, outside this House, with
reference to the journalistic career to which he was
attached. We have observed in this House, with
what emotion he, on one or two occasions, separated
himself from his friends, feeling that it was a painful thing
to do, knowing that it was a painful thing to do, but rising
superior to his emotions at the call of duty. And he was a
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man of great kindness of spirit as well. He was kind to
all of us, opponents as well as friends; and I cannot omit
mentioning here the marked kindness and generosity of
feeling with which, during many years, he treated myself
who am now addressing you. More than once it has
happened to me to receive from him, sitting on these
opposite benches, before he came to sit near my hon.
friend from Montreal East (Mr. Coursol)—I have received
from him a little note, after I had said something that
pleazed him, expressing satisfaction with the way it was
taid, though not always concurring in the rentiments I
uttered. Such was the spirit in which he treated his oppo-
‘nents, and the manliness he exhibited towards them I am
sure was exhibited in a redoubled spirit towards his friends.
How would he, who has gone from amongst us, have re-
joiced at the late decision in this case, the last of his efforts;
how would he have rejoiced to see that by the unanimous
decision of the Supreme Court the view which he
took as to the law was sustained in this case, Now we
have no reference to that, and yet it was an important
transaction. Parliament, by a Bill, decided that there
thould be a reference of this subject to the Supreme Court.
1t was thought important enough to do 8o, aud a reference
was made. The Provinces were called upon to take part
in the proceedings, and five, I think, did take part—the
Province of Ontario, the Province of Quebec, the Province
of Nova £eotia, the Province of New Brunswick and the
Province of British Columbia. From the Province of Mani-
toba, as we are aware by public documents, there had pro-
ceeded a protest against this license measure of the Govern-
ment, although I do not observe that they took part in the
case. I am not aware what was the attitude of the Pro-
vince of Prince Edward Island. But we find most of the
Provinces taking part in this transaction on one side, and
the Dominion on the other; yet a transaction of that des-
cription, taking place under authority of that Act of Parlia-
ment, resulting, as it has resulted, is not thought worthy of
being admitted into the Speech from the Throne. Why ?
Because the result is unpleasant to the hon. gentlemen, I
suppose. Now, I ask the House, is it too late to retrace
our steps? Remember that we meddled in this matter for
one reason, and for one reason only, because it was said
by the hon, gentleman that the local laws were waste
paper, and that it was absolutely necessary that we
should intervene. Remember that was the ground upon
which ho invited his supporters to sustain him in
passing his Bill. Remember that that alleged necessity
was wholly disproved by the decision in the case of the
Queen vs, Hodge; that since that time the insisterce
of the hon. gentleman that the local license laws were
waste paper, has been by him withdrawn; that it was
admitted they were valid, and therefore the pretence upon
which Parliament was induced to interfere has disappeared
and disappeared forever. Remember that from that time
out it was only as an expedient and not as a necessity that
we were told we should interfere; that it wasadmitted to be
true that the local laws, which had been in force for seven-
teen years,were good and valid laws, and it was only because
it was thought better in the interests of the whole Domirion
that we should interfere, and if we could supersede them,
invalidate them—submerge them, as the hon, member for
Glengarry (Mr. Macmaster), I think, said—by federal legis-
lation, we should interfere.” Remember thatin this policy
of interference, of abstraction from the Provinces of that
which it was decided by the Committee of the Privy
Council is their right, we, in this Parliament, are engaged
in a conflict with each one of six out of seven Provinces ; and

have no reason to suppose that the attitude of the Pro-
vince of Prince Edward Island differs from the attitude of
the other Provinces. Now, remember that we are engaged
in an effort to take away, against the will of the Provinces
of Canada, a right which they have been exercising—validly,

a8 decided by the court of last resort —ever since Confedera+
tion. Remomber, again, that since last Session, the Supreme
Court has decided unanimously, not that the local laws are
waste paper, a8 the hon. gentleman alleged, but that his
Act is waste paper, that the Act which he passed because
the local laws were waste paper is itself waste paper; and
consider for yourselves whether it is useful, in the
interests of this Confederation, to continue this struggle;
whether it is calculated to strengthen the bonds of union,
to strengthen our confidence in the federal system, to pro-
ceed into this Parliament farther in & controversy in order
to take away from the several Provinces a right which is
theirs under the laws of those Provinces, that you may be
able, by legislation of your own, todo the same things which
they are doing, according to your fashion, and by that
means, as the hon, gentleman stated, submerge their legis-
lation. I do think we ought to retrace our steps, that we
ought not to prolong this controversy, that we ought to re-
peal the objectionable parts of the Act which the hon. gen-
tleman passed, and leave the Local Legislatures, according
to the wants and wishes and the condition of public senti-
ment and opinion in each locality, to deal with the
license question. I do trust that wiser counsels will prevail.
I know full well that it would be a humilating act for the
First Minister. He made great pretensions. On the stump
and elsewhere he declared himself infallible. He declared
he had never been mistaken, but had always been sustained.
It was a foolish action It was not necessary to have done
it, and he should have allowed his followers to have sounded
his praises in that regard rather than have sounded them
himself, because just 8o soon as he began to do so defeat after
defeat took place. Once he began boasting of his infallibility,
day after day the hon. gentleman found that he was mortal
and fallible like the restof us. Isit not much better that we
should acknowledge that we are all fallible, even if some are
immortal, and decide that we will not continue this struggle
to save the hon. gentleman's amour propre, but we will leave
the matter where it was for seventeen years, whence the
hon, gentleman himself said he would never have dragged
it, except under the belief that it was necessary in the puvlic
good, because the local laws were only waste paper? Let
the local laws remain. If I could hope that my words have
any weight [ would pray the House to recognise, though it
may be late, our true position; to apprehend the fact that
we are, by our general policy, and have been for some time,
rather weakening than strengthening the true bonds of
union; that our centralising policy, our tariff policy, our
policy of high and sectional taxation, our policy of extrava-
gant expenditure, has been and is alienating important ele-
ments in Canada from sympathy with the uuion itself; that
it is our duty to recall the promises that were made to the
various Provinces which were induced to enter into this
union, the promises of economical government and of low tax-
ation, the promises with respect to trade, the promises with
respect to a fiscal policy, the promises with respect
to expenditure, which were made, particularly by the leaders
in the Maritime Provinces, at the time the un.on measure
was brought before them ; and that we ought to set about the
initiation, I might almost call it so, of a true federal policy,
including that of a reduction. of expenditure and such a re-
duction of taxation as the past extravagance permits—a

olicy suitable to our actual circumstances, instead of one

ased on hollow dreams already proved untrue, and which
will, too late, if persisted in, end in a disastrous awakening.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD. Mr. Speaker,I can join, in
the first place, most cordially in the commendation passed by
the hon. gentleman opposite upon the mover and seconder
of these resolutions in their maiden efforts. The hon,
gentleman could not well do otherwise, and he has shown
the sincerity of his belief in the ability with which those
hon. members addressed the House by making as the basis
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apd text of his remarks the speech of the seconder of the
resolution. I do not know what the hon. gentleman would
have done if the hon. member for Camberland (Mr. Towns-
bhend) had not furnished him with the text on which he
preached such an eloquent, and at the same time, a rather
discursive, amusing and instructive address. All three
speeches were eloquent; but there was a difference in the
style of their eloquence. The hon. gentleman stated, while
ying a compliment to my hon. friend behind me,
that all his language was euphemistic and hyperbolical. It
cannot be said, in regard to any remarks made by the hon.
gentleman opposite, with respect to the development of
Canada, that his remarks were either euphemistic or hyper-
bolical. He is pessimistic—and I was going to say maledi-
cent, The hon. gentleman said with a very grave face—he
had to admit it, though he did so with some reluctance—
that we had had a very good crop, an abundant harvest. He
said that gloomily, but his countenance lighted up when he
added that the prices are very low ; and he alluded to a re-
mark made by my old friend Rufus Stephenson, some years
ago, that $§1 was the normal value of that important cereal,
wheat. The hon. gentleman was quite cheery at the idea
that this country was not so prosperous—at all events that
the Speech did not announce universal prosperity, as
Krevions Speeches from the Throne had done. Well, we
ad to tell the truth ; we did tell the truth : that Canada was
suffering, but in no very great degree, from the depression
which existed alike in the protectionist country of the
United States and the free trade country of Great Britain and
Ireland. The hoo. gentleman stated that the chief cause of
the depreesion in this country was the high, unjust taxation
which oppressed the people. I would ask him, I would ask
this House and the country, if there is any evidence of the
people objecting to the present system of taxation. In 1879
the tariff was introduced with the general assent of the
people and of their representatives. The tariff hasin no
great degree been altered since that time. The oppression,
if it took place, took place in and from 1879, Since that
time there has been an appeal to the people. Has there
been laid on this Table any petition from any body, large or
small, important or insignificant, showing that the country
is suffering from excessive, unjust, sectional, exorbitant
or oppressive taxation? No, We hear throughout the
country that the millers and some other interests are asking
an increase of taxation; but no body, party or individual
is complaining of the policy of the Government in establich-
ing this protective tariff. = The hon. gentleman should not
set up his own opinion, for it represents but a small minority
in the country who are free traders. Thehon. gentleman
knows, if he will admit it, that a very large body of those
acting with him, and called Reformers, those having general
confidence in him and want of eonfidence in the present
Administration, aye, those hon. gentlemen who sit behind
and cheer him, would not allow him, if he occupied

my position, to carry out the extreme views of free:
trade which he has enunciated to-night here, and has
They would not allow him to’
do it, and he knows this right well. The hon. gentle-

enunciated elsewhere.

man made, however, one very important admission in
his speech. He admitted for the first time in his life
that there had been a brief gleam of prosperity—a too
brief gleam of prosperity; and it was,
occasion on which he, as the leader of the party which he
leads 80 ably, admitted that there was any prosperity. Let
us look back to the faithful Hansard; let us read the
speeches made by him in the years 1879-80.81.82-83-84, and
we will find that during the period of this brief prosperity,
in every Session and in every speech, without one single
admission of there being even a gleam of prosperity, the

same pessimistic cry was raised that the country was ruined | which he used to gloat, is going on. Qur

and oppressed ; that this enormous taxation was ruination
to the country’s best interests; and now the hon. gentleman
Sir Jorn A. MacponaLp,

is obliged to admit that there has been a gleam of prosper-
ity. And it has passed; it was too brief; it only lasted a
short time. Mr. Speaker, it exists at this moment.

Mr. MILLS. Hear, hear,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Yes; the hon. gentle-
men will laugh and sneer and regret it, as they do regret
it, but I say that this country at this moment is substan-
tially prosperous. It is a prosperous country, and when
the hon. gentleman or any other hon. gentleman says there
is anything like real poverty, in the European sense—aye,
or in the American sense of poverty—by which a man can-
not get bread for himself and family, I deny it. I say he is
libelling this country; he is making an untruthful state-
ment regarding the condition of the people of this country:.
I say that, looking at the country as a whole, from one end
to the other, any industrious man can earn a fair day’s
wage for a fair day’s work. To be sure, the hon. gentleman
eays, “Liook at the factories; look at Cornwall and Kings-
ton, and several other places where the cotton trade was
suffering, where there was depression,” Well, we all know,
and we said at the time the tariff was introduced—my bon,
friend the Minister of Finance said it, and I in my place
said, when we were told that the consequence of introducing
the National Policy would be that there would be a great
number of cotton lords having a monopoly of the trade, that
they would build up enormous fortunes at the expense of
oppressing the people, that there was an absence of free
competition—we said no, there will be home competition ;
the natural competition which will arise when our manu-
facturers find that when they are protected from the freo
influx of foreign goods, the struggle, the competition
botween man and man, between capitalist and capitalist,
will bring down the price. Is not that so? Are not prices
lower thanever before ? Is not the price of cotton lower than
it ever has been ? Is not nearly every article which is produced
by industries introduced into Canada, at less than the normal
price ? The consequence of that competition has been that
in the cotton industry, for instance, there was &n undue
rush into it; there was a speculative spiril arose, and more
money was invested in that particular industry than the
restricted market required. That was prophesied. But it is
all for the benefit of the consumer; the bloated aristocrats
are the sufferers, and the people of the country are the gain-
ors. This condition of things will remedy itself, and we
see how itis being remedied. The manufacturers meet;
they say, we make too many grey cottons, for instance ; we
will diminish the quantity so as lo suit our market; we
hope the Government and Parliament will get us foreign
markets, but in the meantime we will diversify our in-
dustries; we will go into prints or other cottons; we will
use our machinery for other purposes than those for which
it was originally established. That kind of thing regulatos
the supply until there is such a diminution of the supply as
to bring it to an equality with the demand ; and meantime
the country has been the gainer. Then the hon. gentleman
says that we see the miserable operatives’ sufferings. The
operatives are not suffering. There may be, in places, a
diminution of wages, bat there is enough wage left to enable

“an industrious man to support himself and his family in
-comfort, There may be workmen on short time in some

repeat, the first

|
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places, but that only exists until the balance between the de-
mand and supply is adjusted. In the meantime what would
the condition of things have been but for the National
Policy? The hon. gentleman will not deny that the suffer-
ings among the operatives in the United States are greater
than in Canada ; that their sufferings in England are greater
than in Canada. He cannot truthfully deny it. Then the
hon, gentleman says that the exodus of our population, over
people were
seeking among the manufacturers of the United States for
the employment which they could not get in Canada, But
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if they had gone to the United States factories which are
suffering from the depression which exists there, and the
starvation which exists there—away from their Canadian
homes, without any money to bring them back—in that
case there would have been real suffering amongst them.
But instead of that we have kept them in our own country.
They are here; on the whole, well-doing fellow subjects of
ours and furnishing a home market for the great industry
of all, our agricultural industry. The hon. gentleman con-
templates a return of that happy state of affairs when our
factories shall be closed, when all the vigor and energy and
constructive skill and enterprise of those who are not fitted
or inclined to follow agricultural pursuits must go to the
United States. The hon. gentleman would be glad to
return to that state of things, but he does not express the
opinion of the country; he does not express the opinion of
the representatives of the people in this House. And I tell
the hon, gentleman if he goes to the country as the leader
of his party, as the exponent of free trade, and I go to the
country as the exponent and supporter of the National
Policy, we will beat him at almoet every poll.

Mr. COCKBURN. Try it to morrow.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD, We have been trying it,
and of the nine members who were introduced to you,
Mr. Speaker, seven went to the polls as advocates and sup-
porters of the National Policy—as advocates and supporters
of the Government which introduced and maintained the
National Policy, and two, I believe, oecupy seats on
the opposite benches. We are quite satisfied with 1ihe
opinion of the country. We have the declaration of the
majority of the country, and I believe that as seven
is to two, 8o is the majority in the whole country in
favor of the National Policy. My hon. friend was
merry over all this kind of thing. He is not usually play-
ful, but to-day he was excessively merry, and, like Mark
Tapley, he wished to show that he was jolly under adverse
circumstances, and certainly the portentous sight of seven
gentlemen walking in one after the other, declaring con-
tinued confidence in the Government and their policy, was
enough to arouse all his energies and make him as happy
and as smiling as Mark Tapley himself, even at the Garden
of Eden. The hon. gentleman says he knows that he and
his party have been charged with belittling the country
and undervaluing its position, but, he says, I must tell the
truth and shame the—Tories. Well, I do not know that the
Tories will accept the comparison drawn by the hon. gen-
tleman, but certainly it will occur to bim in ithat case that
the Tories have played the very devil with him and his party.
The hon. gentleman alluded to my speeches in Kngland.
Well, Mr. Speaker, I was in England, and I made some
gpeeches. I am not ashamed of those speeches, and I ud-
here to what I said. I believe what I raid was true, in sub-
stance and in spirit; I intended to speak the truth, and I
am not ashamed of what I said. The hon. gentleman spoke
of my speech as to a Bankruptcy Act, and he said 1 sneered
at the prejudices of the rural population. I simply told
the truth. I stated that the boards of trade in Canada,
representing the commercial interest, were, as a whole, in
favor of the introduction of & bankruptcy or insolvent law ;
I said that the rural population were opposed to & bank-
ruptey or insolvent law—that they had strong prejudices
against it. Is that notso? Is it not so, in this House and
out of this House, that while the commercial men desire an
insolvent system with protection against undue preferences,
the representatives of the rural constituencies as a whole
are opposed to a bankruptcy law? That is what I stated,
and 1 stated the truth. The hon. gentleman said that I
stated that I was going to do the best I could for them.
The hon, gentleman has not read my speech carefully, or he
has forgotten it. I carefully guarded myself from express-
ing any opinion upon the question. When the represen-

tatives of the chambers of commerce, some of the
most important chambers in England, asked what course
they should take to express their views, I said I really
did not know that they could do anything better than
to pursue the course which they had already commenced
—to keep up their communications with the wvarious
boards in Canada, and through them to use the powers and
argaments they wished to use for the purpose of
showing that a bankruptcy law was a necessity. Now,
Mr. Speaker, it was my duty and my pleasure to
receive with all courtesy these important bodies. The
trade of England with Canada is of great importance,
and I believe is going to be of still more importance ; and it
was of the utmost moment that I should receive such great
representative bodies as the chambers of commerce when
they wished to state that they believed sincerely that the
commercial intercourse between England and Canada, and
the development of that intercourse, were greatly prejudiced
in consequence of the absence of a bankruptey or insolvent
law. I believe they have taken my advice. They are com-
municating now, or have communicated, with the various
boards of trade in Canada; and, Mr, Speaker, the
Speech did not say that there was not going to be
any measure introduced, I may give the hon, gentle-
man this information in advance, that it is the intention
of the Government to ask this House to strike a
gpecial committee, carefully formed, for the purpose of
examining into the whole subject. They will have before
them the petitions, the memorials and the remonstrances of
these various commercial bodies, and we shall get a report
upon the whole subject, and especially upon one point of the
greatest importance, which dwells most particularly in the
minds of the members of the English chambers of com-
merce, that is to say, the possibility of there being undue or
fraudulent preferences. Those who have read my remarks
may, perhaps, remember that I explained to those bodies,
that unless the measure amounted, in the fullest sense, to a
bankruptey or insolvent law, the jurisdiction did not rest
with us, but with the Provincial Legislatures. In order,
therefore, that this whole subject may be reviewed in its
commercial and constitutional aspects, it is the intention of
the Government to ask this House to strike a committee of
competent men to deal with this subject. The hon. gentle-
man has spoken about a reciprocity treaty, and treaties in
general, and if I understood his remarks, he desired that we
should go again to the United States and renew our efforts
to secure a reciprocity treaty, Mr. Speaker, the public
men of the United States, from the President down,
know that Canada has always been ready to enter
into negotiations for a reciprocity treaty. They
know that upon our Statute Book there is & provision that
in case the Americans at any time choose to enter into ne-
gotiations with us, the Government are empowered by the
Parliament of Canada, without a new Act, without any leg-
islation whatever, to reduce the tariff, or wipe away the
duties altogether, on condition that the Americans reci-
procate. And, Sir, what more do they want? It is not by
going down on our knees that we shall get reciprocity, or
by doing what those people at St. John did the other day.
Because there has been a treaty entered into between the
United States and Spain, giving the United States exclu-
sively the trade with the Spanish Antilles, they said. We
must have annexation with the United States—anything
in order to get this trade as well.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Not many said that.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I am very glad to hear
from the Minister of Finance that very few said that. Yet
they were men who held out to the Unitoed States the sup-
position that we must have annexation if we do not trade
with the Spanish Antilles. Why, Mr. Speaker, the conse-
quence was,as happened before,and as has happened again and
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again with United States statesmen. They desire to enlarge
the boundaries of the country; they would like to add Can-
ada to the United States; they said, let us hold off a little lon-
ger; let us refuse them reciprocity, and Canada will fall like
a ripe plum into our mouths, What was the vesult ? It turns
out now during the present sitting of Congress that there
is not the slightest chance of this same Spanish treaty
being ratified at Washington, The hon. gentleman has
stated that he has heard a great deal about our attempt to
develop the trade of Canada—that we had two commission-
ers appointed to England, and yet we have not heard of any
results. The United States has had ambassadors appointed
to France and Spain, and you do not hear of any results
yet. Believe me, Mr. Speaker, and the msjority of this
House and of this country will believe me when I say that
the Government keep their attention constantly, earnestly
and most actively directed to the development of the.trade
of Canada, and the obtaining of commercial treaties
with the various civilized countries of the world.
And I say this, that we have, I am happy to say, from Her
Majesty’s Government, every assistance in doing so. They
have, for instance, taken the step which the hon. gentleman
may perhaps consider insufficient, but which I consider all
sufficient. They have joined our High Commissioner, Sir
Charles Tupper, with the Spanish Ambassador at Madrid as
joint envoys in order to attempt to negotiate a treaty be-
twecen Canada, as part of England, and not only the Spanish
. Antilles but the mother country—Spain. So with respect to
France, The attention of the Government has been steadily
given in that direction. The continual changes in govern-
ment in France and the various circumstances connected
with their own government are such that we have never
bzen able to induce them to approach this subject with an
earnest desire to come to a conclusion, but by and bye we
may have successful negotiations. At all events we will
keep ¢ pegging away,” to use the homely phrase of Abraham
Lincoln; we will lose no opportunity of extending and
developing the foreign trade of Canada. The hon. gentle-
man congratulates the House on there being no mention of
the Canadian Pacific Railway. Well, that is all very
well. There is o necessity for montioning it, inas-
much as there is no legislation that we are going to
lay before the House—that we propose to lay before the
House just now. What we may do in the immense future,
and with the immense future of that railway, we must leave
to the future. At present we do not mention the Canadian
Pacific Railway, as we do not propose to lay a measure be-
fore the House on this subject. But the hon. gentleman
asks a great many questions about the progrers of the work,
the grades, and other cognate questions. I will take it
that the report of the hon, Minister of Railways will settle
that question, and therefore there was no necessity for en-
cumbering the hon. gentleman’s speech with any remarks
about them. I do not think that it will answer any good
purpose to follow the hon. gentleman in his discursive re-
marks on the varions subjects of public interest, It was
rather a waste of time, when the facts and papers are not
before the House, to discuss the question. Therefore, I will
say not a word more about the railway policy or about the
land policy, or about the receipts for land sales, and so on.
By the way, however, I will call the attention of the House
to the rather uufair—I was going to say uncandid—
remarks of the hon. gentleman, in which he pooh-poohed
the receipts for the sales of land. He says that the
receipts were so much and the expenditare was so
much, and that there is a very small balance left. The
hon. gentleman ought to have told the House that the
receipts for thesales of land were for a particular year, while
the expenditure, on the other side, was for the surveys,
which will last for all time to come. The Government
have been going on surveying township after township—we
have surveyed & kingdom, almost, in area, and we have paid
8ir Jorx A, MACDONALD.

the expense of those surveys. Those surveys will last for al
time; the receipts were merely the receipts for one year. -
The hon. gentleman would like to know very much whether
there is going to be a Factory Bill introduced or not. The
hon, member for Cornwall (Mr. Bergin), has rushed to the
rescue at once for fear there should be a dereliction of duty.
We will see, by and by, when we have my hon. friend’s
measgure before the House, how that will be dealt with,
With respect to the factory law, the case stands thus: Al-~
ready in two of the Provinces there is factory legislation.
If at any time it is found requisite for the protection of life
or property that offensive breaches of the factory law
should be made a crime, 3 misdemeanor, of course we mus
act here. The Provincial Legislatures have no power to
declare any breach of the law a misdemeanor; they can
of course fix certain penalties in civil Iaw to any breach of
their law. The constitutional Act provides that they may
by decision imposing a fine, protect theirlegislation, but they
cannot interfero with any portion of the criminal law.
Now, the hon, gentleman says that we ought to have
mentioned an Act to give representation to the people
of the North-West. I think before we can do that
we must know what people are there, how they are divided,
where their settlements are, what divisions are to be made,
how the electoral franchise is to be exercised, what the
electoral franchise is. e can have no satisfactory adjust-
ment of that question until we know the number of people
that are there, whero they are situated, how they are
scattered, in order that wo may, hereafter, if Parliament
thinks proper, give them representation in Parliament.
The time must come ere long when these districts will be
made Provinces, and if made Provinces they will as a
matter of course, be represented in this Parliamentlike any
other Province. In the meantime, the first and necessary
step must be taken of having a census, The hon. gentlo-
man objects very much to some remarks I made in England,
t> the effect that the Liberal-Conservatives are
the true Liberals. Well, I have said so in the House
and in the country; I have not the slightest reason
for not repeating the same thing in England, 1
believe the Liberal-Conservative party is the progressive
party, the party that is going to develop this country. I
believe that if hon. gentlemen opposite sacceeded in taking
our place, a restrictive policy would be introduced, and the
prosperity of this country retarded and obstructed. I said
go there and I say so here. The hon. gentleman said I
spoke unfairly of their party when I said the Consgervative
party drew its inspiration from England and the other from
the neighboring Republic. I thought I was doing them full
!justice when I said I believed they were as loyal a party
land as true to British interests as were the Conservatives.
I could not go farthsr than tbat. I did not state in my
speech, though I might have done so, that they were
anxious for any constitutional changes. I simply stated
that in their legislation, their general legislation, they
drew their inspiration from the United States, from the
neighboring Republic, and I believe, if you look at the
Statute Book, from 1874 to 1878, you will find the proof of
my assertion,

Mr. MILLS. Fiscal policy, for instance.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Well, the hon. member
for Bothwell has really mentioned the exception which
proves the rule. That is the only case in which we have
adopted the policy of the United States. The hon. gentle-
men laugh over there, I wonder if the members do pot
think we were right in adopting, in that instance only, the
policy of the United States. I know many of them do.
Then the hon. gentleman, in order to wind up his speech,
although it had not anything to do with the Address from
the Throne, brought up, in the first place——

Mr. LANDERKIN. The License Bill,
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Yes, he brought up the
License Bill.

An hon. MEMBER. Streams Bill.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. We will come to the
Streams Bill just now. He brought up the License Bill.
Mr. Speaker,, we have the decision of Russell vs. the
Queen; we have the decision of the Queen and Hodge.
Unfortunately, in the reference to the Supreme Court here,
it was presented to them in such a way that we have mnot
the reasons given by the judges for their decision. They
have not decided according to Russell and the Queen—that
is quite clear. They have not decided according to the case
of the Queen vs. Hodge—that is quite clear. The only
way in which we can judge of the reasons which induced
the Supreme Court to decide or give an opinion as they have
done is from the remarks of the judges during the course of
the argument. During the course of that argument it was
said by more than one of the judges that the two decisions
in the Queen and Russell, and the Queen and Hodge, were
antagonistic; that they were contradictory ; that one opposed
the other, and so apparently the court has split the differ-
ence; it has declared that all the wholesale licenses belong to
the Dominion, and all the retail and tavern licenses belong
to the Provincial Legislatures. Now, Mr. Speaker, I think
it is of very great importance that we should get such ques-
tions settled. After that decision, not one of the Provincial
Governments can issue licenses or receive a dollar for any
wholesale licenses or for licenses on any vessel; and it is
strange that the words “wholesale” and ‘“retail” have
different significations in the different Provinces. In
one of the Provinces, a wholesale license covers five
gallons and upwards; in another it covers one
pint and upwards. We must get these questions settled,
and it is, I consider, of the very greatest importance that,
g0 early in the history of Confederation, while we are yet
just laying the basis of the Dominion under our present con-
stitution, all possible questions of conflict of jurisdiction
should be settled. You see what the consequences of allowing
the contrary practice to obtain were in the United States.
They culminated in a great war. Now we aro, one after
the other, scttling those questions, and I hope this question
will be settled in the same way, finally and forever. The
hon. gentleman says we should have no more legislation
about it. IHow can we help ourselves, Mr. Speaker ? Who
i8 to decide what “ wholesale” means and what ¢ retail”
means ? If ithe Provincial Governments, for a matter of
revenue, wish to tax all sellers of spirits and wines, they are
cutoff from a great branch of the trade. They cannotcharge
a license fee to any wholesale dealer in wines or spirituous
liquors, That must be settled in some way, and can only be
settled by the final tribunal. The hon. gentleman then spoke
about the boundary question. Mr. Speaker, if the proffer, the
repeated proffer, the solemn proffer of the Dominion Govern-
ment had been accepted, the boundary question would have
been sottled ten long years ago. He has quoted remarks of
mine, and state papers issued by the Government, alleging
that the boundary line was due north from the con-
fluence of the Ohio and the Mississippi. The Government
were obliged to take that ground, and why ? Because there
bad been a solemn decision of a court of competent juris-
diction, the Queen’s Bench, in the then Province of Lower
Canada, which was a court of competent jurisdiction
spocially charged to deal with the subjects before it. In
the Queen and Reinhart, it was a question of the greatest
importance, on which the life of a man depended. The man
was tried for murder, and the question whether that man
could be tried or could be executed depended upon the deci-
sion of that court, and it decided that the line was a line
drawn due north from the confluence of the two rivers.
Until that decision was reversed it -was the law of the land,
and the hon, gentleman knows that Judge Armour, who

before he was a judge, was selected specially by the Govern-
ment of which that hon. gentleman was a member, to
manage the case for the Dominion in respect to this bound-
ary, in his evidence before the committee, declared that he
would fee! himself bound by the decision in the Queen
against Reinhart. It was the law of the land until it
was reversed by a superior tribunal. S> the Dominion
Government were bound to hold to that docision as a
decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, until it
was reversed. But the Governmeut had no disinclination
to have it reversed if the Supreme Court decided it
was erroneous. They offered, in 1872, and repeated
the offer again and again, but it was too valuable a
political plaything to give up. It was kept to be used at
the polls and on the stump, and therefore the plain, straight-
forward offer of the Dominion Government to go at once
with the question and leave it to the Judicial Committee
of the Privy Council was set aside and was only at last
forced and dragged out of the Provincial Government, The
hon. gentleman says: ¢“But that boundary question was
handed over to the Province of Manitoba. so that that Prov-
ince might intervene in the matter.” The Parliament of
Canada was enlarging the boundaries of that Province, and
it was necessary that there should be no interval between
the Province of Manitoba anl the Province of Oataric. The
piece of land there would be too small to form a Province
or to form a territory, and therefore the Government pro-
posed, and Parliament adopted it, and it was declared that
the western boundary of Ontario should be the eastern
boundary of Manitoba, The reason and common sense
were obvious. There was no use in having a small piece of
land which was not fit to make into a Province or into a
territory, and therefore the Government and Parliament
adopted the suggestion made by the Government of which
the hon. gentleman was a member, or at least by Mr. Mac-
kenzie's Government, when they formed the Territory of
Keewatin. In the statute forming that territory it is pro-
vided that the western boundary ot Ontario shall be the east-
ern boundary of the District of Keewatin. And we did exactly
the same thing, We copied the Act of the late Administra-
tion, whon we made the boundary of the one the boundary
of the other. Why the hon. gentleman brought in tho
Streams Bill I cannot well understand. Wby did he bring
that in ? In order, he said, that he might show that I was
not infallible. Well, Mr. Speaker, I had pretty good autho-
rity for my opinion on that subject. I know, of course, I
had the authority of Mr. Mowat, the Attorney-General of
the Province of Ontario, because he was so satisfied that
according to law Mr. McLaren could hold those rights
and exclusive privileges that he thought it necessary to
introduce an Act to take them away. He believed that the
law of the land would not take them away, so he introduced
that Bill for the purpose of taking them away. It was on
account of that course, it was because the Dominion Govern-
ment held that it was a question of law then in litigation
that should be left to the courts, and if the courts decided
that Mr. McLaren was right it would be wrong to pass
an Act to take that right away; and if the courts decided
that Mr. Caldwell was right, then there was no necessity for
the legislation at all, and therefore the Government disallow-
ed it, in order that the case might go before the proper tribu-
nals and be settled according to law and not according to the
political exigencies of the Ontario Government. But not
only was it the opinion of Mr. Mowat, but I believe 1 am not
wrong when I say that the hon. gentleman himself, in his
professional capacity as counsel for Mr. McLaren, gave his
opinion that Mr. McLaren’s contention was right.

Mr. BLAKE. No, you are not right.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Then if Iam not right I
am informed very erroneously, and when another member
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of Parlisment is in his place perhaps I shall bring up this
question again in order that we may have this point set-
tled. At all events, it was asserted in this House and not
denied.

Mr. BLAKE, Notthat I know of,

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD. Now, Mr. Speaker, I do
not know whether there is to be anamondment moved to the
Address or not. I thoughtI gathered from the hon. gen-
tleman’s remarks that he did not intend to move an amend-
ment. The Speech I believe and consider to be a plain,
straightforward, business-like document. The subjects to
be submitted to Parliament are important, and we invite
the earnest consideration of Parliament to those measures.
We believe the time of the House will be usefully employed
in the discussion of those measures. We havenot put into
the Speech, inserted into the mouth of the representative
of Her Majesty, long essays upon constitutional law or upon
the question whether myself was right or wrong, fallible or
infallible. 'We have calied the attention of the House to
importantsubjects, and if it carries, asI believe it will, the
measures that we are going to submit, the members of this
House will have the pleasure of knowing and feeling, when
they go home, that they have passed a useful Session and
done great service to the country,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Mor.Speaker, I think it
may be fairly left to the impartial judgment of this House,
and also of the country, when they read the report of the
two speeches, whether my hon. friend for West Durham
(Mr. Blake) or the First Minister is the more obnoxious to
the charge of having unduly wasted the time of the House on
the present occasion. I partly agree with the First Minis-
ter, that it would not be expedient to enter on a discussion
in detail, particularly as I propose at the earliest oppor-
tunity to discuss a good many questions to which the First
Minister has alluded. I think I may also fairly con-
gratulate the First Minister and the House on the fact
that on the present occasion the First Minister has observed
a moderation of tone and statement which it might
have been well had he observed on other oceasions. The
First Minister, Mr. Speaker, is no bad type, on the whole,
of that Spanish hero immortalized by Punch, who was
awfully determined when he had twenty men to one,
but who, when the odds were less enormously in his
favor, usually found it convenient to remember that dis-
cretion was an important part of a general’s duty. The
First Minister, in old time, in fact, in very recent
times, as some of us know to our cost, has found
it much more convenient to gerrymander his political
opponents out of existence than to face them on the floor
of Parliament. Now, Sir, as I have said, having this pro-
pensity and this habit of mind, it might have been as well
had he been less valiant, less pot-valiant, I might say, on the
occasion of some recent demonstration in his honor when
that hon. gentleman made certain statements to which I
propose to call the attention of the House to-night—not
solely on account of the personal elements they contain, but
because there are certain important questions greatly
affecting the welfare of this country underlying that hon.
gentleman’s utterances. He has had the opportanity to-
night, if he had chosen to use it, to retract or to modify
some of those statements, but he tells us that he adheres,
if 1 understand him sright, to every word he has uttered.
Sir, I propose to edify and amuse—perhaps to instruct—
the Mouse, by giving them a specimen of the state-
ments to which the hon. Minister adheres, and which he is
not disposed to modify or alter. I must apologise to the
House if my own unworthy name aIppears a little too

rominently in some of the statements 1 am about to read.

t was not I who introduced it. I find that by reports in
his organs, the First Minister is represented, on & very recent
occasion to have delivered himself as follows:—
8ir Jomn A. MACDONALD,

¢ He was an old Tory, the son and grandson of old Tories—and if it
be true, a3 we believe, that grandfathers and fathers can look down
upon what i8 going on among their descendants, how they wouid
shudder, they who have sacrificed everything to their country and their
Conservative principles, when they could see the honor conferred upon
him because he had sold his party. (Lioud cheers.) Ah, yes, gentle-
men, he was a8 knightly man, was Sir Richard Cartwright. We kuow
that knighthood is an order of chivalry, and that a knight should be a
chivalrous man, and the first duty of every man is to be true to his
allegiance, to be loyal to his party. (Cheers.) The duty of the knight-
hood, when occasion calls for it, 18 to surround the Sovereign ang the
Crown, and if necessary to fight in defence of that OCrown. But Sir
Richard Oartwright has set himself up as the champion of independence ;
he is set up to ses how such a thing will be received by the people of
this country. Mr. Blake will not commit himself to the policy yet; he
will wait to see how the cat will jump—(laughter and cheers); and so
they tried it the other day, and. gentlemen, only think of it, the man
who is & Privy Councillor of Canada, who has sworn allegiance to Her
Majesty, Her heirs and successors—only think of it, the man who has
accepted the order of knighthood at Her hauds, who is supposed to have
knelt at her feet, kissed Her hand and received the accolade on both

shoulders—"

Now, Mr. Speaker, a question has arisen hero of very great
practical moment. I recollect, Sir, on the occasion that I
received the honor of knighthood, I only received and the
hon. Finance Minister only received the accolade on one
shoulder. Now, I want to know, in my own interests and
in the interest of the Finance Minister, in the interest of
several of his own colleagues, has there been a mistake ?
Looking at the subsequent language of the hon. gentieman
it may become an important question to the hon. Finance
Minister and all the rest of us, who onmly got the
accolade on one shoulder. Are we only half knights? I
refer the question to the hon. gentleman, because
knights of high degree, like the First Minister, are expected
to be well up in the science of heraldry as well as of consti-
tutional law. I refer to him—do knights of his high degree
get the accolade on both shoulders, and do knights of the
inferior order-—K nights Commander—only get it on one? I
only mention the question because, really, it seems to me
that if it be otherwise then, Mr. Speaker (and I only
venture the suggestion as a possible explanation of an
otherwise inexplicable difficulty), is it possible that when
the First Minister says he received the accolade on both
shoulders, I say, is it possible he may have seen double?
However that important question may be decided, and I
commit it with all confidence to the Minister of Finance,
who is interested with myself. It appears that the hon.
gentleman continues:

“ gaying, ‘Rise, Sir Richard Cartwright, true, faithful and loyal’—
fancy him preaching independence; fancy him casting aside the loyalty
he has sworn t0 maintain and still flaunting the title of K.C.M.G."”

Up to this point the hon. gentleman had confined himself
to simple prose, but here his feelings become too much for
him and so he finally dropped into poetry, in the follow-
ing remarkable fashion :—

¢ Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, when reading of thisI think of the lan-

guage put into the mouth of Lady Constance by Shakespeare, when he
addresses the Archduke of Austris, after he had caused Prince Arttur

to be killed—
¢ Now, cold-blooded slave,

Didst thou not speak like thunder on my side,
Being sworn my soldier, bidding me depead
Upon thy star, thy fortune and thy strength,
And dost thou now pass over to my foe ?
Thou wear’st a lion’s hide—doff it for shame,
And hang a calfskin on thy recreant limba.’ ”

Mr. Speaker, it is only fair to the First Minister to
say that that great rhetorical effort from which I have
quoted, and of which I make no doubt the hon. gentleman
and his friends are justly proud, abounds with passages
like these, passages of equal stateliness of diction, of equal
loftiness of thought, of equally exquisite good taste. These
little outpourings, as one may say, of a thankfal heart and
mind, tinged probably with a little glow of after-dinner
enthusiasm, do infinite credit to the First Minister. I
know from old recollection that the First Minister was
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always more conversant with Hudibras than with Shakes-
peare, and with Rabelais than either; but I really did
not think that the First 3linister’s memory, in former
times at all events, would have led him to make such an
inapt quotation as that with which he wound up. Ifl
remember anything of the play of King John, the identical
language he quotes is uttered by a certain Sir Richard
to & certain craven Grand Duke or Grand Cross, as the case
might be, who came to condign punishment afterwards at the
hands of the aforesaid Sir Richard. And if I recollect any-
thing of my Shakespeare, and I knew something of his
works in former days, it was not the Grand Duke who killed
the unfortunate Prince Arthur, but his own uncle, King John,
I do not want to oriticise too severely these utterances of the
hon. gentleman, but I advise him when he next drops into
Eoetry to take the trouble to read the whole play, and then

e will be able to quote it a little more correctly. Bat not
content with poetry, the hon, gentleman went on, as he has
not infrequently done before, to invoke the spirits of my
anoestors, in order that they may inflict on me such punich-
ment a8 he would like to inflict if his power were equal to
his will. I recollect that about seven or eight years ago
the hon. gentleman could hardly make & speech in which
my name figured in which the ghosts of my ancestors did
not appear, until at last, in pure self-defence, I had to do a
little spirit raising on my own account, and on one oceasion,
before a large audience at Aylmer I invoked the
spirit of my esteemed grandfather. I enquired of him how
he would deal with the hon. gentleman under certain cir-
cumstances, and the reply, I remember, satisfied me and
the large audience I referred to, that if the First Minister had
lived in my grandfather’s days and indulged his predatory
and other instincts then as he has done in later times, the
First Minister would undoubtedly have had infinitely more
cause to shudder at the doom which my ancestor would
inevitably have inflicted on him than ever my ancestor
would have had to shudder at me, I may further tell him
that, even if it should turn out, which is not so clear, that
my grandfather’s opinions and my own might differ on
other matters, from all I know of the character of that
worthy gentleman, I feel most positively certain that in
tho opinion he and I would have formed as to the hon. gen-
tleman there would have been perfect unison between grand-
father and grandson. Baut, Sir, the hon. gentleman under-
took to speak of the sentiments which actuated the
United Empire Loyalists of former times. I have to tell
that right hon. gentleman that I do not admit that a man
who never struck one honest stroke, who never spilled one
drop of blood, who never lost a dollar, who never risked a
foot of land in proof of his loyalty, is quite capable of uncer-
standing the feelings and sentiments of men who sacri-
ficed everything that men hold dear for the sake of alle-
giance to their country. Sir, I do not mean to say that
the hon. gentleman’s loyalty is not very sincere. He
says it is, and he ought to know. But this I do say, that
that hon. gentleman’s loyalty, ever since I have known
him, has proved a most lucrative investment, })olitically
and otherwise; that his is the sort of loyalty
that pays; and if he wants a further certificate of
charaoter, | am prepared to assure Hcr Majesty that so
long as it continues 1o pay, She will have no more ardent
and devoted servant than the present First Minister of
Canada. But these are minor matters; there are other
and much more important ones to which I desire to
call the attention of this House. I do not at all agres,
I do not at all approve of the idea or the conception of
the duties, and obligations of Canadian statesmen which
underlies, not merely the passage I have quoted, but
almost every word of the first half of the speech de-
livered by the hon. gentleman to his friends and admirers
at Montreal—I say that his words and the ideas they imply
are of the most mischievous character, and that it is in the
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interests of all of us that they should be repudiated by some
person, at all events, on the floor of this Homse. We can
gather from the language used by the hon. gentleman what
his ideas are of the duties and obligations which Canadian
statesmen owe to their country. For myself, I have to tell
him that I stand here as the representative of a Canadian
constituency, and as a Privy Councillor of Canadal am
bound to give to Her Majesty or Her Majesty's
representative that advice which in my heart I believe
is best in the interest of the people of Canada. That
is my plain duoty, and. that I propose to do at any
cost. I can 1ell the hon. gentleman this, that the Canadian
who does anything else, who fails to state what he
believes to be for the interest of Canada, who allows
himself to be silenced for any consideration whatever,
is a traitor o his country. I say he is & traitor to his
country. I am prepared to maintain here or elsewhere,
against the hon, gentleman or against his friends, that the
advice, or more correctly speaking, the warning I gave once
or twico to the people of Canada, contained advice which is
good for the people of the Dominion, and good also, when
rightly understood, in the interests of the whole empire.
But that is too large a subject to enter upon just now. What
I mean to say is this, that if the view put forward by the
right hon. gentleman, or implied by the right hon. gentle-
man, with reference to the duties and obligations which
are assumed by Canadians who accept Imperial decora.
tion be correct, if by receiving an Imperial decoration a
Canadian statesman is bound to be silent when the interests
of Canada require that he should speak, then, Sir, those dec.
orations are not honors, but bribes. I wish the hon. gen-
tleman to understand that, and it is well that the people of
Canada should understand it too. Sir, the idea which the hon,
gentleman has given utterance to are ideas which may suit
political adventurers who have no drop of Canadian blood in
their veins, no spark of honest regard for the true interests
of Canada in their hearts. For myself I utterly repudiate
those ideas, and I know this, that British statesmen of the
highest rank, were they asked if the granting of Imperial
honors to Canadian statesmen bound them to be silent when
the interests of their country called upon them to speak,
would repudiate the idea with the same disdain with which
Irepudiate it now. The truth is, that the whole tenor of
the First Minister’s speech is only one of a good many proofs
of how far he is in reality, with all his pretence, behind
the age—a proof that he is retrograde and reactionary in
the highest degree. He goes to the middle ages for
his fiscal policy; he takes as his guide, in the method of con.
ducting a Government, the teachings of Sir Robert Wal-
pole, and his ideas of free discussion are based on the
times of the Stuarts and on those disgraceful periods of
English history when it was ruled from the bench that the
greater the truth the greater the libel, a doctrine which
would suit the First Minister most admirably, Sir, I tell
the First Minister that he knows very little—and perhapsit
is unfortunate that he does know so little—of questions
which are now seothing in the public mind, questions which
are not to be ignored, questions which he will soon discover,
and perhaps some of his colleagues could tell him, will have
to be faced before we are many years older. The hon,
gentleman claims to be ultra-loyal, but I can recollect the
time when the Frat Minister was not so ultra-loyal. It is
true that at that period the First Minister was in Opposi-
tion, and it is possible that the fervent loyalty that he now
professes does, sometimes, I do not say fall to zero, but ex-
perience a great cooling in the shades of Opposition. At
any rate, I recollect when the First Minister was, if not the
instigator of, at least the ardent sympathizer with that mob
of disloyal partisans who burned the Parliament House of
Canada, and pelted the Governor General, the repre-
sentative of royalty, through the streets of Montreal.
Sir, I recollect perfectly well the discussion which
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took place in this House with respect to the ap-
pointment of a certain Mr. J, M. Ferris to an im-
portant post under the Crown, and I remember that it was
publicly stated here by many members of this House, sev-
eral of them supporters of the First Minister, that one of his
eclaims to recognition was the fact that he was a very old
friend of the First Ministor and a very active promoter of
the burning of the Parliament House in the City of Mont-
real. My bon. friend from Durham (Mr. Blake) called at-
tention to the fact that & certain well-known annexation
manifesto is ornamented with the signature of an important
member of the present Cabinet. My hon. friend might have
added that if you choose to go back through the old Gazettes
you will find the name of a certain Lieut. David Lewis
Matherson, who was turned out of the militia for rank dis-
loyalty, and I would ask if this is the same David Lewis Mac-
herson who is now the friend and the associate of the First
inister, Upon the same manifesto is the name of no less a
person than Sir John Rose, ex-Finance Minister of Canada.
A little further down you will find the rame of one Alex-
ander Tilloch Galt, of whom it may be remembered, that
bofore accepling the decoration which I now wear, he
addressed & formal communication to Lord Carnarvon,
then Secretary of State for the Colonies, in which he
wished that it should be known before accepting that
decoration that he was an advocate of the indepen-
dence of Canada, and to whom Lord Carnarvon, than
whom 1no more honorable nobleman exists, replied
that he s&w no reason in that fact why that gentle-
man should not accept that decoration. Must I recall the
language of the Mail, which, if not the hon. gentleman’s
organ, is the next thing to it, in which, when it was pointed
out that the fiscal policy which heinangurated was likely to
prove injurious to British connection, we were told that if
that were the case it was so much the worse for British
connection. Lastly, must I recall the conduct of the First
Minister to Lord Lorne. Sir, tiiis House remembers how
Lord Lorne was exposed to unmeasured obloquy, how he
was assailed by the right hon. gentleman’s supporters and
the press which supports those supporters, and we recollect
the reason why. o recollect that at the earnest request
of the First Minister, in order to extricate himself from a
grievous political difficulty, Lord Lorne consented to refer
a certain matter to Englard, and therefore he was assailed
in a most virulent manner by a good many members
of this House and a good many ot the newspapers of
this country. 1 have here the express and positive
declaration of Lord l.orne that “on Wednesday, the
second day of April, Sir John A. Macdonald again came
to me and informed me that as an alternative to
his (Lord Lorne’s) refusal to dismiss Mr. Letellier, he
suggested that the question involved in the dismissal of the
Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec should be referred to Her
Majesty’s Government. I referred to this, and Sir John
goduced a note of the siatement he proposed to make {0 the
ouse ou the subject.” In another place he says that “on
Wednesday Sir John again came to me, and informed me
‘that, as an alternative, ne suggested that the question in-
volved in the dismissal of the Lieuterznt-Governor should
be referred to Her Majesty's Government.” Tho man who
gave the advice that Lord Lorne acted upon, that loyal and
chivalrous person, sat mute, di not raise his hand, did not
open his mouth, but allowed the representative of royalty,
the Queen’s son-in-law, to be assailed and traduced Ly his
supporters, when one word from him would have closed
their mouths. And having done so, he is the man who
now lectures hon. gentlomen on this side of the House on
their imagined disloyalty to the British Crown, I would
advise the hon. gentleman to caution; I would remind him
that persors who live iu glacs houses should bo careful
of throwing stones. Although 1 do not at the moment
see the hon, Secretary of State in the House, it strikes
Sir RicHARD CARTWRIGHT.

me that on the occasion to which I have referred that
bon. gentleman, to his credit be it said, took occasion
to separate himself from his leader, and declare that
he was not altogether averse to discussing the future of
Canada. I say that the First Minister, not content with
the assaults to which I have alladed, must needs make
insinuations of a somewhat offensive character regard-
ing certain Liberal leaders. They were to the effect that
they had sought and supplicated for these honors. I do
not know whether he meant to insinuate that I was one
who had dcne 80, but I can tell the First Minister that not
only was that insinuation not a fact, at any rate as regards
myself, and I believe as regards the other members of the
late Cabinet, but it was the exact reverse of the fact, Not
one of us, that I know of, ever sought or asked for any
honor., Honors were tendered to us, and under circum-
stances which made the tendering of them peculiarly
gratifying, because they were tendered after we had
ceased in any way 1o control the destinies ot the country.
But, Sir, it is perfectly well known that go far from the
Liberal leaders sueing or supplicating for honors, my hon.
friend here (Mr, Blake), my hon. friend who usually sits
beside me (Mr. Mackenzie), and my hon. friend the late
lamented Mr. George Brown, were all severally tendered
honors, and all, for reasons which did them honor, saw fit
to decline them, Can the First Minister say as much for
his own colleagues? Will he rise in his place and say that
his own colleagues did notsue and supplicate for honors?
Sir, we know better. We know that members of his own
Cabinet did sue and supplicate for honors. I think that Cana-
dian statesmen, when they are freely and spontaneously ten-
dered to them, may frecly accept Imperial decorations ten-
dered in the way I have described ; but I can tell the hos,
gentleman this, that no Canadian statesman worthy of the
name, or worthy to hold such an important place, will ever
stoop to sue or supplicate for honors in any quarter; and if,
besides sueing and supplicating, it is understood that men
who accept them are bound to silence when the interests of
their country demand that they should speak out, the
case is ten-fold worse than that to which I have allnded,
I fear that on the occasion I bave referred to the First Min.
ister’s head was alittle turned, and I am sorry for it, because,
with all his fanlts—and they are neither few mnor far be.
twoen—I confess I had a betler opinion of the First Minister.
1 thought there was enough self-respect and manliness
left in him to prevent his using the language I was
sorry to see he used with respect to the honor recently

' conferred upon him. That honor, Sir, was one cf con-

siderable importance. It was intended, no doubt, as
a graceful rocognition by Her Majesty of the growing
importance of this great Dominion, and it is fitting that
it should have been acknowledged, but acknowledged
in a respectful and manly fashion. It was not a fitting
thing that the First Minister of this Dominion should
talk of a thing of that kind as an overwhelming honor
conferred on him. Does the First Minister not know
thal within tho last few years, again and agair, honors
of that kind, and of a much superior kind, have been con-
ferred upon English statesmen, of Cabinet rank, it is true,
but of no very high grade in their respective parties? Sir,
[ object on my part altogether to the use of such language,
and 1 tell the First Minister that he ought to learn that the
First Minister of Canada occupies such a position thut he
should not speak of overwhelming honors eonferred upon
him by any parties whatever. I tell the First Minister
that the use of such servile and debasing language has
only shown how unfit he is to bo trusted in any matter
affecting the honor of Canada. And if tha hon. gentle-
man imagines that we are awe-strack on this side cof the
House becauso he is entitled to wear across his brcast a red
ribbon gix inches wide instead of a red ribbon three inches
wide around his neck, and to write after his name G.C,B. in-
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stead of K,C.B,, all I can tell bim is that long before this
Session closes his mind will be wholly disabused of any such
idea. Now, I am not going to allow the Firat Minister or his
followers or press to allege that I in any way oppose or depre-
ciate the honors which Her Majesty has conferred upon him.
I may tell him that when I heard that the bonor
had been conferred upon him, the first feeling that filled
my mind was one of lively gratitnde, sympathy, and admir-
ation, and I will tell him why ;—in the first place, lively
gratitude, because, when She saw fit to do this thing, Her
Majesty had been graciously pleased to select the Order of
the Bath, and not the Order of St. Michael and St. George;
in the second place, T have the honor myself of knowing
a reasonable number of Knights of the noble and honorable
order of the Bath, and I know them to be gallant, truthful
and upright gentlemen, and, therefore, for reasons which
I will not go into at this moment, I feel they deserve
the sincere sympathy of everybody who is acquainted with
the antecedents of the hon. gentleman; and in the last
place, if it be true, as asserted by the First Minister’s press,
that there are certain purifying and cleansing influences
inherent in the ceremonial of the investiture of the Grand
Cross of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, then, Sir,
I am filled with the profoundest admiration for the great
wisdom of Her Majesty’s advisers, inasmuch as I am per-
fectly satisfied that of all Her Majesty’s three hundred
million subjects, black, brown, white, yellow and copper
coloured, there is no one who stands more desperately in
need of every cleansing and purifying influence it is possible
to bestow upon him than the last recipient of that dis.
tinguished honor. Moreover, I am bound to tell the House
that there is precedent for it, I am not disposed myself to
hunt up musty old precedents, but you know precedents are
dear to every rightly constituted British mird, and 1 have a
very recent precedent for the hon, gentleman’s case which
goeswith it almost on all fours, About twenty-five years ago,
under peculiar circumstances, Her Majesty was advised to
bestow, and did bestow, the honor of the Grard Cross of the
Bath upon another Prime Minister—the Prime Minister of
the Principality of Nepaul, Jung Bahadur, Now, Nepaul, I
may mention for the special information of the Finance Min-
ister, is a Chinese Principality, paying tribute to Pekin, and
inhabited by a race of Chinese extraction ; and from what I
bave heard, from the writings of Mr. Liawrence Oliphant,
and from information that came to my knowledge while in
London, I am inclined to believe, in point of scrupulous-
ness, in point of regard for his word, ard in point of dexter-
ity in getting rid of his political opponents—although the
oriental method had the merit of being considerably simpler
and more effectunal tham the occidental one—and in what
one may call his common walk and conversation, I believe
there was not a pin’s point of difference in the way of
practical morality between the Prime Minister of Nepaul
and the present Prime Minister of the Dominion of
Canada; and, therefore, I conceive that there was a good
grecedent for the bestowal of the distingnished honor of the

rand Cross of the Bath upon our Prime Minister. I
mention that, because I know there are many who felt that
it was rather to be regretted, taking all things into account,
that Her Majesty’s advisers should have been moved to
take this particular action; and I wish here to say that 1
hold that it is not fair to throw any blame upon Her
Majesty’s advisers for their action in tho matter. Let us
be just. I think that the thing for certain reasons may have
been regrettable, but not that Her Majesty’s advisers
are to blame. The partics who are to blame, to say the
trath, are the majority of the electors of Canadg—

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT—who were ill-advised
enough, knowing the antecedents of the First Minister, to
elect him to the important office which he now holds, and

to confirrr him again in 1882. That these unfortunate peo-
ple are likely to pay a most heavy penalty for their folly,
will, I am afraid, be only too clearly shown when we have
had an oppcrtunity of perusing the Public Accounts, and of
holding some further discussion on the results of the folly
they then allowad themselves to commit. But if we are to
blush for anybody, it is not for Her Majesty’s advisers, but for
that portion of the people of Canada who had so little sense of
public honor and self-respect as, after what the hon, gen-
tleman had done, to again entrust him with further powers
of injuring his country. And I say that under these cir-
cumstances a decoration, moro or less, is a very little matter.
What is to he rogretted is that being such as he is, having
mado such a use as he has made of the talents with which
Providence has endowed him, the hon. gentleman should be
to-day the I'irst Micister of the country. Now, I have a
warning to give the hon. gentleman. I can tell him this, that
the next time he prates or vapors about his loyalty in this
House, he will do well to wait until those gentlemen who,
like myself, are acquainted with his previous career and
antecedents, have ceased to have seats in the House. I can
tell him that the next time he talks of the greed of Liberal
leaders for honors he had better do so in the absence of
two, at any rate, of his hon. colleagues who sit beside
him and have recently received decorations. I can tell
him that the next time he chooses to interdict free dis-
cussion in this House or elsewhere he had better do it in the
absence of the hon. the Secretary of State. I can tell him
that the next time he chooses to quote Shakespeare he would
do well to read the drama from which he quotes before he
introduces another quotation. I have farther to say to the
hon. gentleman, that I am perfectly aware of the extent of
hig patriotism and have tested the quality of his valor. I
know what his loyalty is worth, and of one thing he may
rest assured, that anything I choose to say elsewhere or here
he will find me, fully prepared to maintain and to justify,
and neither threats nor bribes from him or from any other
party will prevent me, on any occasion I see fit, from ad-
vocating that course or from making any statements or
tendering any advice which I believe to be on the whole for
the interests of my native country,

Resolution agreed to.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That the said resolution be referred to a Select Committee, coma
posed of Sir John A. Macdonald, Sir Leonard Tilley, Sir Hector
Langevin, the Hon. Mr. McLelan, Messrs, Taschereau and Townshend.

Motion agreed to,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, from the committee, re-
ported the draft of an Address, which was read the tirstand
the second time and ordered to be engrossed, and to be pre-
sented to His Excellency by such members of this House as
are members of the Privy Council.

SUPPLY,
Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved:

That this Honse will, on Taesday next, resolve itself intc & commits
tee to consider of a Bupply to be granted to Her Majesty.

Motion agreed to.

WAYS AND MEANS.
Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved:

That this House will, on Tuesday next, resolve itself into & coms
mittee to consider of the Ways and Means for raising the Sapply to be
granted to Her Majesty. .

STANDING COMMITTEES,
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD gave notice that he would
move, on Monday next:

That & special committee of seven members be appointed to prepare
and report, with all convenient speed, list of members to composs the
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Select Standing Committees ordered by the House on Thursday,the 26tk
inst., and that Sir Jobn A. Macdonald, Sir Leonard Tilley, Sir Hector
Langeviu, Sir Richard Cartwright, Messra. McLelan, Blake, and Vale do
compose the said committee.

Mr, BLAKE. Ishould be very glad if the hon. gentle-
man would move that at once. Then we could meet on
Monday, He might move instead of giving notice.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. 1 cannotdo that, I think.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DEBATES.

Mr. BOWELL. With the consent of the House, I will
make the usual motion to appoint a committee to supervise
the Debates of the House. It has been usual, on previous
occasions, to make this motion without giving notice. I
therefore move :

That a select committee be appointed to supervise the official re-
port of the Debates of this House during the present Session, with
g{ower to report from time to time, eaid committee to be composed of

essrs. Béchard, Bergin, Colby, Charlton, Desjardins, Foster, Innes,
Royal, Scriver, Somerville (Brant), White (Cardwell) and Wood-
worth.

It is the same committee as was appointed last year, with
the exception of Mr. Woodworth, who is substituted for Mr,

McDonald, called to the Senate,
Mbotion agreed to.

REPORT PRESENTED.
Annual report of the Department of the Interior, for
1884.—(8ir John A. Macdonald.)
Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.
Motion agreed to, and the House adjourned at 10:25
o'clock p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Monpay, 2nd February, 1885.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock.

PrAYERS.

REPORTS PRESENTED.

Trade and Navigation Returns for the fiscal year ending
80th June, 1884.—(Mr. Bowell.)

Report of the Minister of Public Works for the year end-
ing 30th June, 1884 ; also, Report of the Minister of Justice
on the Penitentiaries of the Dominion of Canada for the
same year.—(Sir Hector Langevin.)

Public Accounts of Canada for the year ending 30th June,
1884 ; also, Report of the Auditor General for the same year.
(Sir Leonard Tilley.)

Report of the Department of Indian Affairs for the year
ending 30th June, 1884.—~(Sir John A. Macdonald.)

Report of the Inland Revenue Department for the year
ending 30th June, 1884.—(Mr. Costigan.)

COST OF PRINTING; AND ADVERTISING.

Mr, MoMULLEN. 1 desire to enquire of the Govern-
ment when they will bring down the Return ordered on the
14th of Februnary last, showing :

The amounts paid by the Government to the Gazette Publishing Oom-
pany, of Montreal, for printing, advertising, or any work done or
materisl furnished during the years 1878, 1879, 1880, 1881, 1882, 1883, in

detail. .
Sir Joun A. MACDONALD.

The hon, gentleman suggested that the words * and other
newspapers of the Dominion ” should be added, and the
years 1874, 1875, 1876 and 1877 be also included, 8o that we
might have a Return for the last ten years. The hon, gen-
tleman at that time promised he would give this Return
prompt attention. Eleven months have passed since and
no return has yet come down. I would like to know what
the probability is of that Return being laid before the House
at an early day, .

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. Ido not remember exactly
the circumstances and have no doubt the Return was not
ready at the end of the Sesgion, but it will be brought down
immediately.

Mr, McMULLEN. How soon ?

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. There wasa discussion
on the subject, and I took occasion to point out to the
hon. gentleman that the addition he proposed would proba-
bly entail six months labor for a dozen clerks, involving an
expenditure unnecessarily of some thousands of dollars.
He declared that all pains would be taken and all possible
despatch used to give us the Return, It should be ready,
therefore, by this.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. No doubt all those pains
and this despatch were used, and the Return was not ready
at the end of the Session. .That was the reason it was not
brought down, but it will be brought down immediately.

GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY STOCKHOLDERS.

Mr. MITCHELL. At this stage I would like to ask the
Government, and I take the earliest opportunity of doing 8o
that there may be no excuse with regard to time, whether
they are yet prepared to lay before the House, in accord-
ance with the Order of the House last Session, & list of the
stockholders of the Grand Trunk and their residences.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. On account of the ab-
sence of the Secretary of State I cannot say whether that
Return has yet been received or not. Of course it would be
sent to him,

Mr, MITCHELL. I would like the hon. gentleman not
to let it drift over for more than a week or two.

CIVIL SERVICE BILL.

Mr. CASEY. Seeing that the hon. Minister of Agriculture
has been so prompt in giving notice of a couple of measures
mentioned rather among the addenda in the Speech from
the Throne, I would like to ask the Premier when the Civil
Service Bill, also mentioned, will be brought down.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. That measure is under the
charge of the Secretary of State. I believe it will be intro-
duced in a few days.

SUPREME COURT.

Mr. LANDRY (Montmagny) moved for leave to intro-
duce Bill (No. 3) to limit the appellate jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court.

Mr, CASGRAIN. ZExplain,

Mr. LANDRY. (Translation.) The explanations which
areasked from me, Mr, Speaker, are very simple, and the Bill
itself will give them in full at tho second reading. As the
title indicates, it is intended to limit the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court as regards matters relating to civil law in
the various Provinces. The object of the law is to with-
draw those cases from the jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court. If the Government intend to introduce & measure
which would be better than mine, and which would be
calculated to meet our views, I will not object to baving it
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substituted for my Bill, but if they do not introduce a
measure of that kind, I intend to ask the vote of this
House.

Bill read the first time.

OF ASSETS OF INSOLVENT
DEBTORS.

Mr. CURRAN, moved for leave to introduce Bill (No.
4) for the distribution of assets of insolvent debtors. He
said : This Bill has been prepared under the direction of the
Boards of Trade of Montreal, Toronto, Hamilton and Winoni-
peg, and embodies the views of the commercial community
of the Dominion.

Mr. MITCHELL. I would like to ask the hon. the
mover of the Bill whether it contains any provision for the
discharge of the debtors when their property is taken away.
Without such a clause the Bill will be incomplete.

Mr. CURRAN. The promoters of the Bill have not
thought proper to include a clause for the discharge of in-
solvent debtors. This Bill merely aims at an equitable dis-
tribution of the assets. However, as the matter is to be re-
ferred to a committee later on, any additions thought neces-
sary will be made there.

Mr, MITCHELL, I understand that the Bill simply pro-
vides to take away the property of unfortunate debtors, but
does not admit of the discharge of the debtors; I think it is
a very one-eided affair.

Bill read the first time.

DISTRIBUTION

FIRST READINGS.

Bill (No. 2) to regulate the employment of children and
young persons and women in the Workshops, Mills and
Factories of the Dominion of Canada.—(Mr. Bergin.)

Bill (No. 5) respecting the liability of carriers by land,
~(Mr, Coughlin,)

Bill (No. 6) to further amend the law of evidence in
criminal cases.—(Mr. Cameron, Huron.)

'THE FACTORY BILL.

Mr. BLAKE enquired, Whetter it is the intention of the
Government to introduce the Factory Bill ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, That is under considera-
tion,

‘' CHINESE IMMIGRATION,

Mr, SHAKESPEARE enquired, Is it the intention of the
Government to introduce a measure this Session restricting
the immigration of Chinese into the Dominion of Canada ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. TUntil the report of the
Commission is received and considered, the Government
have not come to any resolution on the subject.

PUBLIC DEBT OF CANADA.

Mr. CHARLTON engquired, The net amount of the public
debt of Canada on January 1st, 18857

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The net debt of Canada on
the 30th June, 1884, was $181,919,931.30; the increaso of
the debt from the ist July, 1884, to the 31st December,
1884, was $7,194,953.15; total, $188,914,855.05.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Has the hon, gentle-
man the gross amount besides ?

-8ir LEONARD TILLEY. No,
to the gross amount,

The question is not as

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY LOAN.

Mr. CHARLTON enquired, Of the loan of $22,500,000
which Parliament at its last Session authorized the Govern-
ment to make to the Canadian Pacific Railway Company,
what amount has been paid over to that company up to
January 29th, 1885 ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The amount paid to the
company up to the 29th January, 1885, is $18,591,600.

LIQUOR LICENSE ACT.

Mr, DESTARDINS enquired, Whether it is the intention
of the Government to accept as final the judgment rendered
by the Supreme Court as to the competency of the Dominion
Parliament 1o pass the Liquor License Act, 1883 ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. A reporl is being ob-
tained as to the effect the decision of the Supreme Court
will have on the laws of the different Provinces. Until that
is received—and it will be received in & few days—the Gov-
ernment cannot express any inlention on the matter.

RESIGNATION OF CAPT. LUDGER BOLDUC.
Mr. LANDRY (Montmagny) moved for:

Return of all papers relating to the resignation of Capt. Ludger
Boldue, after the collision which occurred on the 20th May, 1884,
between La Canadienne and the brig Alliance, of Iersey ; covering com-
plaint, enquiry, report, &c., and all correspondence relating to the
matter.

Mr. LANGELIER. (Translation.) If the hon. member
has no objection, I shall ask him to add to his
motion a demand for papers concerning the appoint-
ment of that same Capt. Bolduc. The reason why
I make the demard is this: Capt. Boldue super-
seded Capt. Auguste Dupré, who commanded that
steamer for several years without meeting with any acci-
dent whatever. TFor one reason or another means have
been found to dismiss him and to appoint in his place Capt.
Boldue, to which the accident mentioned in the hon. mem-
ber’s motion has happened. Therefore, I shall ask him to
add to his motion a demand for papers relating to the ap-

pointment of Capt. Boldue.

Mr. LANDRY. I believe the hon. member wishes to
mix up two questions which are altogether distinct and
separate. If he wishes to get information he is at liberty
to do what I am doing, by making a motion to that effect.

Mr. LANGELIER. 1 believe it is useless to make two
motions for the same object.

Mr, LANDRY. It is not altogether the same object.

Mr. LANGELIER. Nothing is more natural than te ask
for the circumstances of the appointment while asking for
the circumstances of the resignation.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I think the hon. member
ought to give & mnotice of motion. I do not think there
would be any objection, but at all events the Deputy Min-
ister will be notified of the motion and he will be ensbled to
see whether the motion may be granted or not,

Motion agreed to.

GOVERNMENT DEPOSITS IN BANKS.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT moved for:

Statement showing the amount of money on deposit to the credit of
the Government of Canada on the 1st day of January, 1885, whether in
Canada or elsewhere, together with the names of the banks wherein tha
said moneys are deposited, with the amount 1n each bank respsctively ;
aleo the amount at interest and the rate of iunterest, if any, allowed on
the said deposits in each cage.

He said : If the Finanoe Minister thinks that it would make
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no special delay I would make that the 1st of February, and
save another motion.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Yes.
Motion, as amended, agreed to.

GOODS IMPORTED FOR CONSUMPTION,
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT moved for:

Summary statement, similar to No. 2, in the Trade and Navigation
Returns, of the fgoods imported for consumption, dutiable and free, in
the Dominion of Canads, the amount of duty collected, and the rates of
duty levied thereon, during the six months ending 31st December, 1884.
Also, & similar statement to No. 5, in the Trade and Navigation Returns,
of the goods, the produce and manufacture of Canada, exported from
the Dominion of Oanada for the six months ending 31st becember, 1884.

Mr. BOWELL. There is no objection to the motion ; but
the hon. gentleman must understand that it will be some
time before the motion can be brought down as it involves
a very large amount of labor and work,

Motion agreed to.

TIMBER LICENSES,
Mr, CHARLTON moved for:

1st. The total number of timber licenses or permits to cut timber
anted since February 1st, 1883, and tke total ares covered by such

icenses or permits; L
2nd. The total amount of bonuses or premiums paid on such licenses

or permits;

3rd. The name and residence of each grantee of a timber license or
permit ; the number of the license or permit ; the area covered by each ;
the date of application for the same; the bonus or premium per square
mile paid upon each : whether the survey of each berth or area covered
by license or permit was made by the Goverament previous to granting
the same, for tke purpose of obtaining information as to its value; an
the information, if any, in the possession of the Government as to the
quantity, quality and kind of timber upon each; algo, the location of

each berth or limit;
4th. The Crcwn dues or stumpage charged or chargeable on each

license or permit ; \

5th. Whether 1n each cage where a license or permit was granted the
berth-wag first put up at public auction after public rotice inviting
tenders was given, and was sold to the hi%hest bidder, or whether

ranted upon application from the grantee without public competition

ein g invited ;

6th. Copies of all aetitions, remonstrances, claims, or communications
sent or made to the Government respecting such timber licenses or per-
mits ; and copies of all correspondence had with the Government
respecting such lands, licenees or timber, and the action of the Uovern-
ment thereon. .
He said: I notice in a Return laid upon the Table of the
House very late last Session, in a statement showing the
number of timber licenses and leases granted, area, bonuses,
total amount of dues, ete., that the names of the grantees
are omitted in each case; in no instance are we able to say
who were the parties to whom 1ibese leases were granted.
1 think this motion called for that information, and I con-
sider it essential that the information should be given. T
hope the Return to this motion will be made very soon, as
there i8 nothing asked for here except the licenses actually
granted, and I hope when that Return is made we may have
the names of the parties to whom the licenses were given.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron), I thinkit is desirable to add,

“ assignees of Government licenses and the consideration |

expressed in the assignment of licenses.”
Motion, as amended, agreed to.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That a Special Committee of seven members be appointed to prepare
and regort, with all convenient speed, lists of members to compose the
Belect Standing Committees, ordered by the House on Thursday, the 29th
ultimo, and that Sir John A. Macdonsaid, Sir Leonard Tilley, Sir Bector
Langevin, Sir Richard Oartwright, and Messrs. McLelan, Blake and
Vail do compose the said committee.

Mogion to.
Sir RiceARD CARTWBIGHT,

RETURNS ORDERED.

Statement showing : 1st. The Christian and surnames of the pre-
gent employés of the Immigration Office at Quebec, and the nature of
thgirde:n ll]o_vment; £ th

nd. The amount of the yearly salary paid to each such employé on
31st December, 1884 ; yeary 7R el

3rd. The amount of the yearly salary attached 1o the said office on
31st December, 1877.

Algo, all correspondence respecting the increase or non-increase of
the palary of apy employé of the said office, between the two dates
above named.—(Mr. Landry, Montmagny.)

Return cf the receipts and expenditure jn detail, chargeable to the
Consolidated Fund, from the 1st day of July, 1883, to the 31st dsy of
January, 1884, and from the ist dsy of July, 1884, to the 3ist day of
January, 1885.—(8ir Richard Cartwright.) =

Return in the form used in the statements usually published in the
Gazette, of tbe exports and imports from the 1st day of July, 1883, to
the 1st day of January, 1884, and from the 1st day of July, 1884, to the
18t day of January, 1885, distinguishing the products ot Canada and
those of other counties.—(Sir Richard Uartwright.)

Copies of the complaint, corresponder ce, documents and reports, re-
lating to the enquiry respecting Captain Alphonse Miville DeChene,
about the yesr 1879, at 8t. Roch des Aunlnets —(Mr. Casgrain.)

Copies of all documents, correspondence and contracts between the
Government or its officers and the several parties tendering for the
supplying of wood to the lightship at the Lower Traverse, for the
Fears 1883 and 1884.—(Mr. Casgrain.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House,
Motion agreed to,and the House adjourned at 4:10 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
TuEspAy, 3rd February, 1885.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock,

PRAYERS,

SELECT STANDING COMMITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, from the Special Com-
mittee appointed to prépare and report lists of members to
compoge the Select Standing Committees, ordered by the
House on the 29th ult,, reported lists as follows: —

No. 1,—~ON PRIVILEGES AND ELEOTIONS.

Messieurs
Abbott, Davies, Mills,
Amyot, Desjardins, Quimet,
Belleau, Gironard, Patterson (Essex),
Blake, Hall, Rqbertson (Hamilton),
Bossé, Laurier, Royel,
Cameron (Huron), Lister, Shakespeare,
Cameron (Victoria), Macdonald (Sir John), Temple,
Casgrain, Mackenzis, Weldon,
Colby, Macmaster, Wells,
Costigan, McOQarthy, White (Cardwell) and
Curran, Mclntyre, Woodworth.—85.
Daly, Mclsaac,

No. 2.—~ON EXPIRING LAWS.

Messieurs
Armstrong, Daoust, Mclntyre,
Benson, De 8t. Georges, McMillan (Vaudreuil),
Billy, Desanlniera (St. M’rice), Paint,
Oameron (Inverness), Dodd, Pruyn,
Campbell (Renfrew), Gauillet, Rinfret,
Campbell (Victoria), Hackett, Robertson (Hastings),
Casey, Harley, Tyrwhitt,
Cochrane, Hesson, alin and
Ooughlin, Labrosse, Yeo0.—217.

And that the Quorum of the said Committee do consist'of Seven
Members.
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No. 3.~0N RAILWAYS, OANALS, AND TELEGRAPH LINES.

Messieurs
Abbott, Ferguson (Welland), Ouimet,
Allen, Fisher, Paint,
Amyot, Forbes, Patterson (Essex),
Bain, ) . Fortin, Pope,
Baker (Migsisquoi), Foster, Ray,
Barnard, Gault, Riopel,
Beaty, Geoffrion, Robertgon (Hamiltor), .
Béchard, Girouard, Robertson (Hastings),
Bell, Glen, Robertson (Shelburne),
Belleau, Gordon, Ross,
Benoit, Grandbois, Royal,
Bergeron, Haggart, Rykert,
Bergin, Hall, Scott,
Bernier, Hay, Beriver,
Blake, Hickey, Small,
Blondeau, Billiard, Smyth
Bossé, Holton, Sproul’e,
Bourassa, Irvine, Stairs,
Bowell, Ives, 8utherland (Oxford),
Bryson, Kilvert, Butheriand (Selkirk),
Burns, King, Taschereau,
Burpee (St. John), Kinney, Tassé,
Burpee (Sunbury), Laaderi:m.; Temple,
Cameron (Huron), Landry (Kent), Thompson,
Jameron ([overness), Landry(Montmagny), Tilley (Sir Leonard),
Cameron (Victoria),  Langevin (3ir Hector), Townshend,
Carling, Laurier, . Trow,
t’aron, Livingstone, Tupper,
Cusey, Macdonald (Sir John), Vail,
Casgrain, Mackenzie, Valin,
Chapleau, Mackintosh, Vanasae,
Charlton,, Macmaster, Wallace (Albert),
Cockburn, Macmillan (Middlesex), Wallace (Y ork),;
Colby, McCallum, Watsor,
Cock, M2Carthy, Weldon,
Custigac, McCraney, Wells,
Coursvl, McDougald (Pictou), White (Cardwell),
Curran, McGreevy, White (Hastings),
Davies, Mclatyre, White (Renfrew),
Dawson, Mclsaac, Wigle,
De St. Georges, McLelan, Willie ms,
Desjardins, McMillan (Vaudreuil), Wilson,
Dickinson, McMullen, Wood (Brockville{:!
Dodd, Mills, Wood (Westmoreland),
Dundns, Mitchell, Woodworth and
Edgar, Mulock, Wright.—140.
Fairbank, Orton,
No. 4.—ON MISCELLANEOUS PRIVATE BILLS,
Messieurs
Allen, Gillmor, Massue,
Amyot, Girouard, Montplaisir,
Baker (Missiequoi), Glen, Malock,
Bell, Guilbault, Ouimet,
Benson, Hay, Pinsonneault,
Bouras:a, Hickey, Ray,
Burns, Holton, Reid,
Burpee (Sunbury), Homer, Robertson (Shelburne),
Cameron (Victoria), Ives, Secriver,
Qaron, Jamieson, Small,
Casgey, Jenkins, Saoyth,
Catudal, Kinney, Springer,
Cockburn, Kranz, Sproule,
Cuthbert, Labrosse, Stairs,
Daoust, Langelier, Taschereau,
Desaulniers (Magk’ngé),Landry (kent), Tassé,
Desaulniers (St. M'rice), Landry (Montmagny), Taylor,
Edgar, Laurier, Thompson,
Farrow, Lesage, Tupper,
Fleming, Lister, Vanasse,
Foster, Macmaster, Wallace (Albert),
Gagné, MeDougall (0. Breton), Weldon,
Geoffrion, Mclsaac, Wells, and
McMullen, Wright.—T1.

And that the Quorum of the said /Committee do consist of Seven

embers.

No. 5.—ON STANDING ORDERS.

Auger,

Bain,

Baker (Victoria),
Beaty,

Bergeron,

Bourbeau,

Burnham,

Cameron (Middlesex),

Messieurs

Ferguson (Leeds& Gren)Landerkin,

Ferguson (Wellangd),
Gaudet,

Gaault,

Giﬁault,

Gillmor,

Gordon,
Grandbois,

Livingstone,
Macdonald (King's),
M:Dougall (C. Breton),
Macmilian (Middlesex),

Montplaisir,

Casgrain, Gunn, 0'Brien,

Coughlin, Hackett, Paterson (Brant),
Dawson. Hurteau, Patterson (Essex),

De St. Georges, Innes, Rinfret, -

Dodd, Irvine, Sutherland (Oxford)and
Dundas, Jackson, Wood (Brockville).—44.
Dupont, Kaulbach,

And that the Quorum of the sald Committee do consist of Beven
Members. '

KNo. 6. ~-ON PRINTING.

Messieurs

Allison, . Bowell Somerville (Brant),
Baker (Missisquoi), Desjardins, Tassé,
Belleau, Foster, Thompson,
Bergio, Innes, Trow and
Bourasss, Landry (Montmagny), White (Cardwell).—15.

No. 7.—ON PUBLIQ ACCOUNTS.

Messieurs

Baker (Victoria), Grandbois, Rykert,
Béchard, Holton, Scriver,
Bergeron, Ives, Somerville (Brant),
Bergin, Kilvert, Suthe-land (3elkirk),
Blake, King, Tascherean
Bowell, Langelier, Tilley (Sir f‘eonard).
Carling, Macdonald (Sir John), Towashend,
QOartwright (8ir Rich.), Mackenzie, Tupper,
Charlton, McDongald (Pictou), Vail,
Colby, McLelan, White gOardwell),
Costigan, Massue, White (Hastings),
Coursol, Mulock, ‘White (Renfrew),

Davies, . Pope,
Desaulniers (St. M’rice),Rinfret,

Farrow iopel,
Robertson (S8helbarne),

‘Wood (Brockville) and
‘wood (Westmoreland)
. —48.

Fergnsc;n (Welland),

And that the Quorum of the said Committee do congist of Nine
Members.

No. 8,—ON BANKING AND COMMERCE.

Messieurs
Abbott, Dupont, McCallum,
Allison, Fairbank, McCarthy,
Baker ( Victoria), Fleming, McDougald (Picton),
Béchard, Forbas, McGreevy,
Bernier, Fortin, McMullen,
Blake, Gagué, MeNeill,
Boss$, Gaault, Massue,
Bourbeau, Qigaalt, Mitchell,
Bowell, Girouard, Moffat,
Bryson, Guillet, O’ Brien,
Burnham, Gunn, Orton,
Burpec (Sunbary), Hackett, Ou.met,
Cameron §Huron ) Haggart, Paterson (Brant),
Cameron (Middlesex), Hall, Platt,
Cameron (Victoria), Hesson, Reid,
Campbell (Victoria), Hilliard, Robertson (Haunilton),
Carling, . nnes, Rykert,
Cartwright (Sir Rich.), Ives, Scott,
Qasgrain, Jackson, Scriver,
Oatudal, Jamieson, Shakespeare,
Charlton, Kaulbach, Somerville (Bruce),
Cimon, Kilvert, Butherland (Oxford),
Cochrane, Kinney, Tilley (Sir Leonard),
Qook, Kirk, Vail,
Ooursol, Kranz, Vanagse,
Curran, Landerkin, Wallace (York),
Cuthbert, Langelier, Weldon,
Daly, Lesage, . White (Cardwell),
Davies, Macdonald (Sir John), White (Renfrew),
Dawson, Macdonald (King’s),  Williams,
Desjardins, Mackenzie, Wood (Westmoreland),
Dickinson, Mackintosh, Wright, and
Dugas, Macmaster, Yeo.—100.
Dundas,

And that the Quorum of the said Committee do consist of Nime
Members.

No. 9.—ON IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION.

Messieurs
Allen, Dugas, Mitchell,
Allison, Edgar, Montplaisir,
Armstrong, Fairbank, QOrton,
Auger, Farrow, Paterson (Brant),
Bain, Ferguson (Leeds&Gren)Patterson (Sasex),
Barnard, Fisher, Pinsonneanlt,
Béchard, Fortin, Platt,
Bell, Gagné, Pope,
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Benoit, Gaudet, Pruyn,

Billy, Grandbois, Rag, .
Blondeau, Guilbault, Robertson (Hastings),
Bourassa, Harley, Ross,

Bryson, Hay, Royal,

Burnham, Hesson, Beott,

Burns, Hickey, Somerville (Bruce),
Oameron (Middlesex), Homer, Springer, :
Campbell (Renfrew), Hurteau, Sproule, .
Oatudal, Jenkins, Sutherland (Selkirk),
Chapleau, King, Taylor,

Oimon, Kirk, Trow, .

Cochrane, Kranz, ’I‘yrwiutt,

Cockburn, Labrosse, Watson,

Colby, Landry (Kent), White (Hastings),
Coughlin, Mackintosh, White (Renfrew),
Daly, McCallum, Wigle,

Dawson, McCraney, - ... Wilson,

Deeau!lniers (Mask'ngé) McMillan (Vaudreuil), Wright and
Dickinson, McNeill, Yeo.—84.

beAnd that the Quorum of the said Committee do consist of Nine Mem-
T8,

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved that the said report
be concurred in,

Motion agreed to.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD presented a Message from
His Exeellency the Governor General,

Mr. SPEAKER read the Message as follows :—

LANSDOWNE.

The Governor General transmits to the House of Commons a copy of
8 despateh which he has received from the Right Honorable the Secre.
tary of State for the Colonies, in reply to a Joint Address to the Queen,
expre:sing sympatby with Her Most Gracious Majesty, on the death of
His Royal Highness the Duke of Albany.

Goverswent Housr,
UTTAWA, 30th Jannary, 1885,

(Copy—No. 57.)

The Earl of Derby to the Qovernor General, Canada,
Dowxina STeEET, 18t May, 1884,

My Lonp.—I have received and laid before the Queen your Despatch
(No. 65,) of the 9'h ultimo, enclosing a Joint Address to Her Majesty from
1he Seuvat and House of Commons of Canada, expressing sympathy with
Her Most Gracions Maj-s'y on the death of His Royal Highness the
Duke of Albany. .

I am commanded by the Queen to request that you will coavey Her
Majesty's thanks to the Dominjon Senate and House of Commons for
this expression of their sympathy, which Her Majesty has received very

gratefally,
I have, elc,,
DERBY.

Gavernor General
The Most Honorakle
The Marquis of Laxgpowyxs, G.0.M,G.
&, &, &e.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DEBATES,

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell) presented first report of the
Committee appointed to supervise the official reporting of
the Debates.

Mr. BLAKE. It would be convenient if the hon, member
for Cardwell (Mr. White) would state when he proposes to
ask the House to concur in the reportof the Debates Com-
mittee which he has laid on the Table.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). I shonld like to do it to day. 1
have given the usual notice, but I will do it to-morrow if
the House will consent.

CONSOLIDATION OF THE STATUTES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD laid on the Table reports of
the Commissioners appointed to consolidate and revise the
Statutes of Canada. He said: There are two parts, and
some tables are wanting to the second part. The whole of

Sir JoEN A. MACDONALD,

the revised Statutes are here, and the tables will be finish-
ed by the printers to-day or to-morrow. Thenthe whole
will be distributed, with the tables, The French copies are
not yet ready, but will be laid on the Table as soon as they
are printed.

Mr. BLAKE. I think that, with a reagonable notice of
that kind, the hon. gentleman might move it, becavse it
obviously involves & double impression being made in the
raeantime,

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I suppose the report wili
be printed in the Votes and Proceedings ?

Mr, BLAKE. Yes, I suppose so.

ADVANCES TO PROVINCES,

Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved for leave to introduce
Bill (No. 7) to amend the Act 37 Vic., cap. 17. He said:
This is for the purpose of amending an Act which provides
that the Dominion Government may, on application made
by & Local Government, by Order in Qouncil, advanoe to the
Province or Provinces such sums of money as they may re-
quire for public works, cut of the debt account. The amend-
ment of the Bill requires that that application shall have the
assent of the Legislature.

Mr. BLAKE. Of both Legislatures ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. No; but, for insiance, if an
application should come from the Province of New Bruns-
wick, the assent of the Legislature of that Province must be
obtained to the proposal that the amount should be with«
drawn from the debt account.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIG HT. Does the hon. gentleman
propose that this Government should have full power to
refuse such application, or is the power to be given to the
Provinces, as of course, to draw at any moment ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The law at the present
moment is that this Government shall have the power to
refuse any such application, but circumstances have occurred
which have led the Government to believe that it is in the
interest of all parties that the assent of the Le_islature
should be had to any such application,

Sili; RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. That is the only altera-
tion

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Yes, that is the only altera-
tion.

Mr. BLAKE. Of course it is quite competent for the
Government, as an administrative act, to retuse to assent to
the application of any Province unless it is backed by the
assent of the Legislature. The Government is not under
any compulsion 1o assent to any such application, It has
power to 8ay yea or nay; and, if at any time it thinks that
the opinion of the Loeal Legislature, as well as that of the
LocaPExeoutive should be given in regard to such an appli-
cation, it has the power to say so.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. 'That is true, but the
Government think it is well that no such respounsibility
should be thrown upon the Dominion Government, as, in
refusing the application of a Provincial Government, it is at
once brought into collision with that Govertment. We
think that a vote of the Local Legislature should be obtained
before any sum of money is withdrawn, Of course, no
Government—either Dominion or Provincial—ought to use
money without consent of Parliament, Hitherto, under
the law which was introduced for a very good purpose by -
my hon. friend for East York (Mr. Mackenzie), the Pro-
vincial Government is enabled to apply for an advance out
of the money at its credit for local purposes, bat it does not
appear on the face of the application whether there has
been a vote of the Local Legislature or not; and this



1885.

COMMONS DEBATES.

33

amendment is proposed in order to avoid all question in
regard to the matter, and to avoid all possible collision
beiween the Provinecial and Dominion Governments in
regard to it. :

Mr. MACKENZIE. 1 suppose even Ontario will partici-

pate 7
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Even Ontario will partici-
pate.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time,

LETTER POSTAGE.

Mr, HESSON enquired, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to reduce the rate of postage on letters to
two cents per % oz. ?

Mr. CARLING. Itis not the intention of the Govern-
ment during the present Session to reduce the postage on
letters to two cents.

PACIFIC RAILWAY.
Mr. LANDRY (Montmagny) moved for :

Copies of all Orders in Council, instructions given, reports of
engineers, and all documents whatsoever, in relation to the selection of
the shortest and best line for a railway between the present terminus of
gle Canadian Pacific Railway and one of the seaporis of the Maritime

rovinces.

Hesaid (Translation): Mr, Speaker, I donot intend to deal
lengthily with this question, at this stage of the Session, for
T understand that the papers, on which any debate ought to
be based, to be of advantage to public interest generally, and
to the Province of Quebec in particular, have not yet been
brought down, But I take this opportunity of calling the
attention of the Government to a certain rumor, now in
circulation, and of which it is expedient to inform the Gov-
ernment, It has been recently stated that an exploration
had been made from St. Charles station on the Intercolonial
towards the Seven Island through the fifth or sixth range
of the township of Montmagny By taking this line we.
reach a certain knoll, a certain hill, whose summit is about
400 feet above the ordinary level in those parts, It seems
a report on this guestion has been made to the Government
who gave insiruction to the explorer, Mr. Light, to discon-
tinue the exploration. In spite of that, according to the
ramor, the engineer took upon himself to make an explor-
ation by going round the mountain, and discovered a route
just as short, and even shorter, than the proposed lire, if
the grade is taken into consideration, Nevertheless, rumor
has it—1I do not wish to affirm anything, but rumors are
always allowed to be repeated—that the Government have
not yet given, or does not wish to give, instructions to this
engineer to the effect that what is called an instrumental
survey should be made on this new line. I wish to call the
attention of the Government to these facts, at this stage of
the Session, so that they may not, at a more advanced stage,
come to us and say : We have encountered insuperable diffi-
culties, Indeed, these difficulties are not unconguerable,
as the Government may see for themselves, by referring to
the last reports fyled by Mr. Light, the engineer. These are
the orly remurks I shall make to-day, and I have deemed it
my duty to make them, so that I may not be charged, later
on, with having failed to make them in proper time,

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. (Translation.) Mr, Speaker,
my colleague, the hon. Minister who is in charge of the
Railway Department, is not present, but I shall not fail to
repeat to him the remarks just made by the hon. member.
I am convinced that he will be most happy to receive the
information just given, and that he will not fail to give the
necessary instructions.

Mo{‘stion agreed to,

RETURN ORDERED,

Copies of all correspondence between the Federal and Ontario
Governments and the Imperial Government, on the subject of the Im-
perial Act, 21-32 Victoria, Chapter 90, known as the British Medieal
Act, 1858 ; the Imperial Act 31-32 Victoria, Chapter 29, known as the
British Medical Amendment Act, 1868 ; the Imperial Act 41-42 Vigtoria,
Chapter 33, known as the Dentists’ Aect, 1878; and the amendments
pro;iosed to be made thareto, during the present Session of the Imperial
Parliament.—(Mr. Bergin.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House,

Motion agreed to, and the House adjourned at 3.55 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WEeDNESDAY, 4th Febrnary, 1885,
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock.
Pravees,
OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DEBATES.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). It was understood yesterday
that I should to-day move the adoption of the report of the
Committee on the Debates of this House. I may say that
information has reached me since the report was presented,
which will lead me to propose to refer the first part of it
back to the Committee for further consideration—that is,
the part having reference to the resignation of the head of
the French translators’ staff, the appointment of another in
his place, and the appointment of another translator to fill
the vacancy. I propose only to move, therefore, the other
part of the report, which it is important to pass upon at
oace, becanse it involves a change in the distribution of the
reports, and we ought to know the result as soon a8 pos-
gible. I beg, therefore, to move:

That so much of the first report of the Select Committee appointed to
gupervige the report of the Debates of this House during the present
Session, as refers to the daily issue and the distribution of the bound
copies of the said report, be adopted.

I may say that the effect of this, so far as the cost
is concerned—and I have got the figurcs made up by the
Printing Department—will be an annual saving of about
$1,072. Last year we agreed to give to cach member of the
House five copies of the bound Report; this year some
members of the Committee have had communication during
the Recess with & number of members of the press, who
havecomplainud that the unrevised copies that are sent to
the newspapers throughout the Dominion, are of practically
little use, because they are not revised or corrected ; that
they may in fact be led into serious error by the Report—
and none but serious errors are permitted to be corrected—
and it may thus through the newspapers become the perma-
nent record of that gerious error in respect to the member of
any particular constituency. Journalists would greatly
prefor to have the perfected copies sent to them at
the end of the Session, and give up altogether the
daily distribution. With the view of accomplishing
that end without adding to the cost, it is thought that the
members will agree to give up three of their copies. Last
year it was agreed to give five bound copies of The Debates
to each member, so that they might be able to_distribute
some of them among their constituents; but I think ex-
perience has shown that the three or four extra copies for
each member is not enough to make a satisfactory distribu-
tion, but just enough to make it really embarrassing, It is

ldesirable to give bound copies to libraries, mechanios’ in
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stitutes and institutions of that kind, and the proposal of
the Committee is+o0 have such a reserve of copies by means
of this change that they will be able to give a bound copy of
The Debates to each institution, so that they may be access-
ible to any person in the locality who may desire to consult
them. In that case the members will receive only two
bourd copies instead of five, as heretofore. The number to
be bound will be exactly tho same as last year. The num-
ber of newspapers on the distribution list is about 500 Eng-
lish and 60 F¥rench, We will have 100 more English
copies bound and 100 less Froach copies, so that in the
aggregate the number of bound copies will be exactly the
same. There will be a saving of 560 copies for daily dis-
tribution, which would, I have said, amount to & saving, ac-
cording to a statement made in the Printing Department, of
$1,072 on the whole.

Mr, BLAKE. Would the hon. gentleman state what is
the saving effected on the daily distribution by itself—the
diminution of the press daily copies ?

Mr. WHITE., About 560 copies a day.
Mr. BLAKE. And how mauch is it in money ?

Mr. WHITE. $1,072. Outside that saving the condition
is preocisely the same as before. We print and bind the
same number of completed copies, but instead of giving five
copies to each member we give him two copies, and the
other three will go to supply the press with bound copies,

Mr. BLAKE., Iam very glad the hon, gentleman pro-
Eoses to refer back the first part of the report—not that I
ave any information as to the individual who has been
named, but because I think it will be a good thing, unless
special circumstances require otherwise, that in all cases of
vacancy on this staff an opportunity should be given, after
knowledge of the vacancy has become public, for applica-
tions to be made to the Committee in order that they may
have & large range of applicants {from whom to choose. [
say I know nothing of the individual, but I think that will
be a wholesome rule to follow, and I hope that the Com-
mittec will adopt it with reference to this appointment. As
to that part of the report before wus, I must confess that I
view with great regret the proposal of the Committee to
discontinue the daily distribution to the press of the country.
‘We have a system, whether it be for good or il, of publishing
an Official Report of T'he Debates, and the system necessar-
ily impairs the fullness of the publication by the other media
of communication to which the public has been accustomed to
look, The great newspapers, of the country do not publich
as full reports as they otherwise would of the deba.es. Now,
it is very important that the only mediam practically super-
seding all other media the only medium by which the
public can attain a knowledge of what goes on here, and as
it goes on here, which is through the circulation, directly
or indirectly, of their official reports—I sayl think it of
great consequence that the press ofthe country should have
an opportunity, while the debates arc going on, while Par-
liament is sitting and as soon as possibie after the utter-
ances of members have taken place here, of knowing what
the views are of the public men of the country, the represon-
tatives of the people, what the current of discussion has
been in respect of tho matters which are in agitation, Full
use is not made—1I regret to be obliged to express the opinion
that sufficient use is not made—of this daily issue. That we
cannot_help, but I think it is our business to give an oppor-
tunity to the daily press—I do not say of publishing our
long speeches at all—but of having that information which
is to be derived from & perusal of the debates and to express
their views and frame their articles upon questions
of public policy. I am not at all opposed, as long as
the system of Hansard goes on, to arrangemenis being
made by which the press of the country should receive a
record in a permsanent form of the debates, as well as the
Mr, Waite (Cardwell).

daily issue. That is another question. If we are so vari-
able as to decide that what we solemnly determined last
Session was a mistake, that it was an error to give five
copies to members, as the Committee proposed last Session,
well and good; if it is decided that some other use of these
extra copies, which is a better use, can be made, well and
good; but it doos seem to me auv important thing, as long
as we preserve an official debate, that we should not cut off
the supply to the press from day to day of the means of
obtaining early and authentic information of what goes on
here.

Mr. CHARLTON. I believe the conclusion arrived at by
the Committee to send bound volumes of The Debates to the
newspaper press in place of the daily issue, was in conse-
quence of an application by the newspaper press of the
country. Representations wore made by those gentlemen
that the daily issue was practically useless to them, that in
point of fact it was not an authentic copy, nota revised
copy, and that in being guided by it they were likely to
make serious mistakes, and that, therefore, the bound copy
would be much more valuable to them. It was to meet
their views that the Committee took action with reference
to substituting bound copies for the daily issue. The Com-
mittee sought to make an arrangement by which the ex-
pense of The Debates would not be increased by this change,
and they have done 8o, It wasthought the members of the
House would give up the privilege of having five copies
and taking two instead, in order thatthe expense might not
be increased. I presume that the great mass of the news-
papers in the country would prefer the bound volumes to
the daily issue, and in that belief this change is proposed by
the Committee.

Mr. CASEY. I do not know how thoroughly the mem-
bers of the Committee have been able to consult the pressin
reference to this matter, but I am quite sure that the mem-
bers of the press are not the only parties who should be
considered in this matter. If they are under the impression
for the time being that a bound volnme at the end of the
Session would be of more use than the daily issue, I do not
know that we are obliged to accept that conclusion as final.
I quite agree with the opinion expressed by my loader that
the press ought to have both—I think I understood him to
that effect, I quite agree that the unrevised reports of the
speaches here aro sometimes erroneons; but I mustpay this
tribute to the Hansard staff, that the reports are on the
whole and in the average, remarkably good ; that they aro
infinicely better, in my opinion, than any reports that could
be secured by any newspaper sending reporters here at its
own expense ; that they, therefore, form an infinitely more
correct representation of what passes in ihis House than
any newspaper in the country could secure if the daily issue
of unrevised reports were cut off, Iam, therefore, strongly
of the opinion that the daily issue should be continued as the
only means whereby the press can comment intelligently,and
at the time when comment is needed, on what passesin this
House. We all know that the bound volumes do not come
out until the middle of summer, and by thattime newspaper
comment on what passes this week or during the next few
succeeding weeks would fall very flat, It is of the highest im-
portance that the newspapers should possess for the purposes
of comment the best obtainable report of the speeches here
immediately after they are delivered. As regards the pro-
ﬁosal to deduct three copies from each member of the

ouse in order to provide bound copies for the press, I am
not quite inclined to agree with tge Committee. I have
not found that the five copies which I have received this
year were too many for the demands I had for them. 1dq
not think any hon. member will say that he had any diffi-
culty in disposing of his four spare copies. We nearly all
have not only institutions that should possess a record of
this kind, but in nearly every constituency there are leaders
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of opinion who likewise ought to possess the record to
enable them to form their own conclusions and assist in
forming oi)inion in the neighborhood as regards political
matters. Ifit is necessary to retronch somewhere in order
to provide bound copies for the press, I believe it can be
effected in regard to the publication of other documents
with which we are deluged, many of which are of very
little general interest. Many of these documents, which are
published ata large public expenditure, possess very littlein-
terest, and in many cases they possess interest only to mem-
bers from one part of the Dominion. Retrenchment might be
made in this direction, not only sufficiert to give the press
bound volumes of Hansard, but 10 provide us with a larger
number of reports of general interest, in regard to which [
shall take another opportunity of speaking.

Mr. HESSON. I am very glad to approve, for once, of
the opinion expressed by thehon. member for West Elgin
(Mr. Casey). No doubt the report expresses the feeling of
newspapers which have representatives here ; but there is a
large number of papers which have no representatives here,
and they are equally important in the different counties in
which they are published. The work of the reporting staff
has certainly improved very much as compared with that
done during the first few years I had any experience of it
in this House. I think theirreports are very fairly correct,
and where there are any errors worth noticing they can be
corrected by members for the bound volume, Asregards
the distribution of the five copies allotted to members last
year, I quite agree with the hon. member for West Elgin,
that there was not mach difficulty experienced in distribut-
ing them, and we counld have-distributed many more. I was
able to supply thereading room of the Mechanics Institute
and the reading room of the Grand Trunk Railway, and
also two leading papers of my county, leaving myself one
copy. Icannot coneceive why the Committee propose to
give us two bound volumes instead of five, I should prefer
that one volume be given rather than two volumes. If we
receive five copies 1 can distribute four to the institutions
and newspapers of the county, but I should not know what
1o do with a single extra copy. It would be better to leave
the matter as it is at present.

Mr. SOMERVILLE (Brant). The change in regard to
the distribution of Hansard was made in the Committee at
my suggestion. I took occasion during last summer to
consult with a number of the newspaper men of Ontario,
and from the views they expressed to me I am satisfied
that the change proposed will meet with their appro-
bation. The copies of Hansard supposed to be distributed
daily from the ﬁouse are not distributed daily, but they are
ofien received at the newspaper officers in bundles of five or
8ix issues. The newspapers throughout Ontario, to my
knowledge, depend more especially on the reports
which appear in the leading dailies for their reading
with respeot to the proceedings of Parliament. In sending
to the press the advance sheets, the newspapers not only
get incorrect reports which cannot be roferred to with
authority afterwards, but they do not receive an index,
and consequently, if they desire to bind the Hansard at the
close of the Session, they find they have not correct copies
of the reports of the House as authorized, and have
not an index by which they can refer to any particular
speech that may bo contained therein. I think in the
interest of the newspapers the change which has been sug-
gested is a good one, and I am satisfied it will meet with
the approbation of nine-tenths of the newspaper publishers
- of the Dominion. 'The advance sheets are practically of no
use to them at the present time, whereas the bound volumes
would be of great service, especiaily during the progress of
elections in the coming years. The change, I repeat, is a
desirable one in the interests of the newspaper men. If it
is the wish of the House to furnish the advance sheets as

well as bound copies, the newspaper men will not object ;
but if it is to be a choice between the daily issue and boued
volume, nine-tenths of the press will prefer to obtain bound
volumes at the close of the Session.

Mr. MITCHELL. I have listened to this discussion, and
I must say I entirely agree with the hon. member who
opposed the report submitted by the hon. member for
Cardwell (Mr, White). I have heard no other ground for
the change advanced than this: That when the daily
reports are sent to the newpapers, they fail to obtain an
index with them, and at the end of the Session they have
the loose copies which are not of the same service as &
bound voluume with an index would be, The difficulty can
be surmounted very easily. T understand from a member
of the Committee that it will take 500 bouad volumes to
supply the press with the complete report, index included,
ready for the library. In the meantime the points pre-
sented by the bon. member for Elgin strike me as having &
great deal of sound, common sense. The bound volumes do
not get out till well on in the summer. The questions dis-
cussed are live questions only during the sitting of Parlia-
ment and for a very short time afterwards—at all events &
very large majority of them are so. It is of the greatest
importance that the press should have access to the
debates at length, presented to them in an official
character as the discussions go on. What difficalty is
there in securing this? It is said that some of the
debates so printed are issued in an incorrect form.
I must say this for the gentlemen who occupy the position
of official reporters in this House, that whenever I have had
occasion to look carefully over the speeches I have delivered
I have found that they have been reported generally very
accurately, and I have heard from others no very serious
complaints in that respect; and I think it would be depriv-
ing the public—the clientéle of the newspapers of the
country—of an amount of information which they should
not be deprived of, if they were prevented from having
access to the daily official reports as printed by this House,
and, therefore, [ should oppose the portion of the report
which makes a recommendatior to that effect. I know that
gentlemen who oceupy positions on the Committee and have
before them the reasons pro and con as to any particular
change or amendment, shou'd have every consideration
given to any conclusions at which they arrive, but I have
heard no sufficient reason to satisfy me that we should de-
prive the papers of these daily reports, If it is necessary
to give them additional advantages let us add to the cost—
I am told it will only costsomething about $1,000 to farnish
the bound copies ot these reports—and give them to the
newspapers, bound and indexed complete.

Mr, MILLS. I cannot say that I concur in the report of
the Committee. I think the system which was followed
last year is of more service than the one the Committee
have proposed. It is my impression that it would be &
great advantage to the press to have the bound copy, but if
they are obliged to choose between the bound copy and the
current publication from day to day, if the press does its
duty, it appears to me that the current publication is of far
more consequence than the bound volume. It is no doubt
very useful during an election campaign to have these
official reports to refer to, and newspaper men during an
election find it very convenient to have a volume of the
Debates at hand from which they can see what has been
said npon questions which are made the issue in an clection
contest, But the members of this House have opportunities
of acquiring information upon questions of public import.
ance and public interest wﬁich are not open to the press,
and unless the press have those daily official reports of The
Debates of this House they have not the necessary means
for criticising and discussing the views which are enunci-
ated in Parliament by the representatives of the people.
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Whether it be advantageous to issue a smaller number of
copies to the members, each member is able to judge best for
himeelf. If the Committee foel that it is necessary
in the public interest, and with a view to the
present condition of the public revenue, to econo
mise in this particular, I do not make any objection, but I
think it would be very unfortunate if the press of the coun-
try were deprived of the current numbers of The Debates
as they are issued from day to day. I think it is well that
they should have the bound copy, but I think it is'of still
more consequence that they should have the daily issue,
If what the hon. member for Brant says (Mr. Somerville)
is true it only shows that some person in the Post Office
Department or the Distribution Office is not doing his duty,
because members of the press shonld receive these publica-
tions from day to day precisely as members do. They
shouldnot be mailed in large bundles at long intervals, but
f'hgl;li(.i be issued to the press promptly as they are pub-
18, .

Mr, WHITE (Cardwell). The question of the daily dis-
tribution to the press secms to be ithe point upon which
there is great difference of opinion.  If that distribution is
to be continued and members will give up three of their five
copies——

An hon, MEMBER, Make it four.

Mr. WHITE. No, three is the number mentioned in the
report—1I say in that case we go on just as we did last
year in the matter of cost; that is to say, we can continue
the daily distribution to the press without adding to the
cost, and give them a volume at the end of the Session. I
may say, however, that the suggestion to abandon the
daily distribution came from the press itself. I think, as
one knowing something about the matter, that there is no
hon. gentleman in this Houte who is better acquainted
with the sentiments of the press of Ontario, at all events,.
than the hon. member for Brant (Mr. Somerville), and the
suggestion came from him as representing largely the
feelings of the journalists of Ontario themselves. If it is
desirable to give the journalists both the daily edition and
the bound volume I would suggest that the better plan
would be for some member who takes that view simply to
move an amendment that the daily distribution to the press
be contipued, and then the part of the report providing
that two copies be given each member and the other copies
to the press might be adopted.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. It has been suggested,
after hearing the discussion, that the motion stand over
until to-morrow, when we shall have had an opportunity
of considering it.

Mr. BLAKE. 1 would suggest for the consideration of
the House that if it is desired to produce the same resnlt of
economy which is proposed by the report, it would be
better done by our giving up one of our three daily copies,
and letting that go towards the economical view of the
question,

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell). Perhaps the First Minister

would let the report go back to the Committee and we will |

reconsider the whole matter in view of the discussion which
has taken place.

SirJOHN A. MACDONALD. I move in amendment
that the report be not now received but that it be referred
back to the Commiltee for farther consideration,

Amendment agreed to.

JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved that a Select Com-
mittee composed of Messrs. Blake, Cameron (Huron),
Caron, Colby, Daly, Davies, Desjardins, Fortin, Laaurier,
Macxiirllairghﬁddlesex), Ouaimet, Scriver, Tassé, Weidon,

: L] Lst : '

Wells, and Wright, be appointed to assist Mr. Speaker in
the direction of the Library of Parliament, so far as the in-
terests of this House are concerned, and to act a8 members
of a Joint Committee of both Houses on the Library, and that
a message be sent to the Senate acquainting their Honors
therewith.,

Motion agreed to.

PENSIONS TO WIDOWS OF VETERANS,.

Mr, ROBERTSON (Hastings) eunquired, Is it the inten-
tion of the Government to extend to the widows of pension-
ers of 1812-14, payment of the pension ?

Mr. CARON, It is not the intention of the Government
to extend the pensions of 1812-14 to widows,

MoISAAC'S POND, INVERNESS,

Mr. CAMERON (Inverness) enquired, Whether it is the
intention of the Government to grant any money during the
present Session of Parliament to make Meclsaac’s Pond,
Inverness, a harbor of refuge for vessels engaged in coasting
%nd fishing on the north-west coast of the Island of Cape

reton ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. In 1879 this matter was
brought before my Department, and was reported upon by
the Chief Engineer, who disapproved of the plan. In 1882
a thorough survey of the locality was made by an officer of
the Department, and the matter was considered by the Chief
Engineer and an estimate made of the cost. The estimate
amounted to $145,000. Therefore, I must answer that it is
not the intention of the Government.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY—THE GOVERN-
MENT MORTGAGE,

Mr. BLAKE enquired, Whether any sroposals or sugges.
tions, written or verbal, have been made by the Canadian
‘Pacific Railway Company, or by any of its officers or direc-
tors, to the Government, or any Minister, for any pecuniary
relief, or for the postponing or any alteration in the status
ot the Government mortgage, or for the freeing of any
pledged property, or for the purchase by or surrender to
the Government of any lasds, or for the surrender of the
undertaking to the Government, or for any change of any
kind ; and, if so, what is the existing condition of affairs?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. No applications have been
made by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company of the
nature suggested in this question. As to verbal conversa-
tions between members or officers of the company and
members of the Governmont, I do not feel called upon to say

anything,
TRADE WITH THE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES.
Mr. MITCHEIL moved for:

Gopy of all correspondence between the Goverument of Canada and
the several Governments of the Auetralian and Tasmanian Colonies, or
any one acting on their behalf, in relation to the establisbing of a more
direct communication and extension of trade between these Colonies
and Oanada; also, all correspondence between the Government of
Canada and the Britich Government on the same subject.

He said : I will not take up the time of the House by re-
ferring at any length to this matter. I would simply sav
that in view of the agitation which has been started in
England in favor of federating the Empire, I submit this
resolution for the purpose cf ascertaining whether Canada has
had any negotiations with the next greatest colonies of the
Empire, the Australian colonies, or whether the latter have
expressed any desire, with reference to closer trade com- -
munication than already exists. I think it very desirable
that information should be given to Canada in relation to
the steps taken, if any, to open up trade between Canada
‘and the Australian colonies. We know that between the

United .States and the Australian colonies a very large



1885. COMMONS

DEBATES. 37

trade exists, We know that there is steam communication
between those countries, and that lines of sailing vessels
have been established, and have done a very large trade
with New York and other American ports. Ithink it very
desirable, in the interest of Canadian manufactures and of
the Canadian people, that closer communication, for trade
purposes at any rate, should bo established between these
colonies, and I make this motion to ascertain whether our
Government are doing their duty by taking any steps to
open up such communication, and what those steps are,

 Motion agreed to.

THE RECENT LOAN.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT moved for :

Copy of the progpectus of the loan recently issued in London; also
a Btatement showing the amounts of the commission and other charges

aid thereon and to whcm paid, together with the amounts of the said
Foan subscribed for by the Financial A gents of the Dominion, or'by the
Bank of Montreal, with the dates of the said subscriptions, and copies of
all Orders in Council connected with the said loan.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. There is no objection to the
motion and the informution will be furnished with the least
possible delay, as far as it is in the power of the Govern-
ment to give it, but, as the hon. gentleman who moved the
resolution understands perfectly weil, the Government do
not possess the names of the parties tendering. In the
Public Accounts laid on the Tsbtle of the House we have
given indetail tho information furnished us as to the different
tenders, but the information in possession of the Goverr-
ment will be furnished immediately.

Mr. BLAKE. It is impossible then to give the names. I
remember some very serious animadversions on my hon,
friend (Sir Richard Cartwright) some years ago, because he
declined to give the names, but the hon. gentleman finds it
impossible to do that which my hon. friend was condemned
for not doing.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. 1 know nothing about that,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. The hon, gentleman
was otherwise occupied then.

Mr. BLAKE, I do not say that the hon..gentleman said
80 ; he was thenin & happier place.

Motion agreed to.

ADVERTISEMENTS FOR LOAN.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT moved for :

Return giving the names of all newspapers in which the Loan
recently issued in London was advertised, together with statement of
length of time during which said advertisement appeared.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Thereis no objection to this.
I would suggest to the hon, member, as he is no doubt
anxious to get the fullest information before the House, that
he include the Joans of 1874, 1875, 1876 and 1878 as well.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I have no objection,
but I'want to call the attention of this House to a practice
which is becoming very inconvenient. Motions have been
moved for again and again which could be granted in a few
days as thoy were made ; but for reasons of their own, such

as those which were alluded to not very long ago, these re-

turns are often encumbered by the Government with a huge
mass of perfectly unnecessary and useless matter, costing un-
necessary expenditure of thousands of dollars. I have not
the faintest objection to the hon. gentleman altering that
motion if he likes, I do not think it affects or will affect
the question in the slightest degree. I suppose though that
it is not going to cause this information, which is of very
practical importance, to be delayed for several months
until it will of be no use to me or anybody else.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I move that the motion be
amended by striking out all after the word ‘“‘which” in
line 2 of the eaid motion, and inserting the following
instead theroof:—

‘“the Loans of 1874, 1875, 1878, 1878 and 1884, were advertised,
together with a statement of length of time, during which the gaid
advertizements appeared.” B

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. . How soon will that be
farnished ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I imagine I can get the same
information as for 1884, which is upon the charges made
by the agents. We can turn them all up by going back a
few years, the same as we can for 1884,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. No necessity to send
to England.

.8ir LEONARD TILLEY. No.
Motion, as amended, agreed to.

BANK ADVANCES TO GOVERNMENT,
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT moved for:

Returns of amount of sums advanced to ths Government of the
Dominion by way of loan by any banks or persons in Canada or England
on the 1st February, 1885,

He said: All I want to know is what amount, if any, has
been loaned to the Government by those institutions.

Motion agreed to..

OPERATIVES IN FACTORIES,
Sir RICHARD UARTWRIG!IT moved for:

Returns, statements or correspondence in poesession of the Gove
ernment, showirg the number of operatives employed in factories
in the Dominion in 1878 and 1884, together with the amount of capital
invested and wages paid.

He said: This has reference to certain statements re.
cently made by the hon. the Minister of Finance in another
place. I understood him to say that his eomparisons wero
mado between 1878 and 1884. If not with tho year 1884,
I will alter the motion to whatover year the information
he referred to was obtained for. I notice that there are
certain sums placed in the warrants of the Governor
General, certain charges made for this information, and it
is obviously desirable that, even if it be in an imperfect
state, whatever information the hon. Finance Minister
possesses on the subject, on the strength of which he made
these statements, should be laid on the Table at the earliest
moment.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I may state for the informa-
tion of the mover that it is.scarcely necessary to press his
motion, though we have no objection to it, as a Return is
now being prepared, to be submitted to the House at onoce,
and will be laid before the House before the financial state.
ment is made. The information is now being put in form,
so that it will be accessible, in the readiest possible form,
for hon, members of the,House,

Motion agreed to.

VOLUNTEERS OF 1837 AND 1£38.

Mr. HICKEY moved :

That it is expedient that rome suitable recognition be made by the
Government to the Volunteers of 1837 and 1838 for the very valuable
services they rendered in defence of their couatry at that time.

He said: In bringing this motion before the attention of
the House I am quite aware that the claim which is pre.
gented in it has also been presented to this Parliament at
previous Sessions by other hon, gentleme:. Bat, Sir,
having the honor to represent & county in which mang of
those veterans reside, I have felt it my duty towards them
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to again press {his claim upon the attention of the Govern-
ment and Parliament, and slso to pay my homage to those
principles which actuated them to stand by their country
and defend its Government, In doing so, I am not un.
mindful of the fact that those who were at that time in
arms against the authorities have since becomo loyal,
true and faithful citizems; nor have I forgotten that the
cause which those people then endeavored to maintain might
fairly be considered an honest and just cause; but this
should not overshadow or obliterate the great fact that
these loyal and forbearing men who turned out in 1837 and
1838 did so at the command and call of their country. It
was not for them to ask or reason why they were called npon
to etand by the Crown, theirs was to do their duty, I think
that great principle should not be forgotten, and in these
days, wher we hear hon. gentlemen, who have attained to
some fame, talking about.annoxation and about proclaiming
the independence of Canada, it will not be unprofitable to
take a retrospective view and learn something from the
political scenes of the yesterdays of our country.
The House well understands that the great result which
was evolved from the patriotie devotion of those men in
183'7-38 is that we have this great and glerious country of
Canada to-lay—a united Csnada. Iad these men faiicd at
that time in obeying the call of their country, what cor-
dition we would have been in tc-iay it would be difficult to
say. Canada might have been a thing of the past altogether,
and we might not have had the glorious right of maintain-
ing our pationality as we do now. It has occurred to me
that, in the great wealth of the North-West, the Govern-
moent might find some meaus of giving a bomestead right
or a portion of land to those soldier patriots of 1837-38, and
in this way would eatisfy,*I believe, their just and honest
claims. I think the present time is opportune, and that
those claims might bo ackowledged now.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I gnite approciate the
motive that irduces my hon. friend to make this motion,
and T agree with him in his sense of the loyal spirit which
induced the volunteers to cbey the call of their country
during the distwrbunces in 1837-38. Those distu:bances
have long passcd, They took place long before the
Dominion existed. The claim of those volunteers either in
Upper or Liower Canada is upon the Government of those
two Provinces, The Dominion being composed of a num-
ber of different Provinces, which had no concern in those
disturbances and are mnot called npon in any way to recog-
nige those services, It appears to me that this cannot be the
place where those services can be recognised. They should
be recognised by the different Provinces where the disturb-
ances took place and where tho volunteers performed their

daty.

Mr. BLAKE. I quite agree ia the hon. gentleman’s view
on this subject, as 1 did before, and I am glad to seize an
opportunity of agreeing with him-—whon the matter came
up in a former Parliament, and I may say to the hon,
gentleman, who was not a member of that Parliament and
may not be aware of the fact, that that view has been
already taken by the Legislature of ths Province of Ontario
in the first Legislature of that Province, under the lead of
the late Mr. Sandfield Macdonald, when they felt that it was
for them to deal with guestions which might arise out of
tho-e disturbances, and acted accordingly, and compensated
Mr, Montgomery for the burning of his barn by the volun-
teers.

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I think my hon. friend
having expressed his views, bad better withdraw bis

motiou.
Motion withdrawn.
Mr, Hickzy.

PACIFIC RAILWAY.
Mr. LESAGE moved for:

Copies of all Reports of Government Engineers made previously to
and on this day, in reiation to the survey of the several proposed lines
for the intersection of the Canadian Pacific Railway, from Montreal to
a Port on the Atlantic Ocean.

He said (Translation) : Mr, Speaker, I do not intend to take
up much of the time of the House while asking that the
papers mentioned in this motion may be brought down, for
the praper timo to decide upon these matters has not yet
come, Baut the matter is of such importance to the people
of the district of Quebec, that I sball take this opportunity
to call the attention of the Government and of the hon. the
Minister of Railwsys to a certain number of petitions which
have been sent to this Parliament by the electors of the
county of Dorchester with regard to the survey of the valley
of the Etchemin River. This valley, as is well known by
hon. members, is situated on the -south side of the St.
Lawrence and ruans from Lévis towards the River St. John
on the Maine boandary. It is ono of the most splendid
valleys of the south shore. At my request, Jast summer,
tho Minister of Railways has been pleased to give us a
barometric survey. This survey has been renewed during
the fall in the same way by a new ongineer, who pushed his
exploration in the east as far as Churchill Lake iu tho State
of Maine. From that moment we had the satisfaction of
learning, through the newspapers, that this valloy is tho
finest and the best adapted for the construction of a railway.
We have thus been enabled to ascertain personally, that on
67 miles of road from Lévis to the State of Maine there is a
diffsrecce of level amounting to 1,218 feet from the platform
of the Chaudiére Junction to the boundary line, which gives
an average gradient of 19 feet per mile, in no case exceed-
ing 50 feet, and that on a very short distance. I do not
come here, Mr. Speaker, to ask the Houee to pronounce at
once in favor of extension of the Pacific through the valley
of the Etchemin River, for I am not prepared to establish
the facts and prove my statements by official returns, these
returnsnot having yet been brought down, and my eloqueunce
not being equal to the task of convincing the hiouse, bup I
simply come to ask the Government, who have taken into con-
sideration the numerous petitions which have been signed
by all the electors of this important division, if after having
examined the reports of the barometric surveys, they would
feel inclined to grant, as soon as possible, an instrumental
survey, such as has been granted to rival routes. I have
no desire to involve the Government in useless expenses,
but as there may be a debate on this question, I should like
to be on an equal footing with my opponents. As to the
question of personal interest, I do not deal with this matter
trom a sectional point of view, Nature has ordained that
the Etchemin Valley should be well adapted to the construc-
tion ot & railway and that it should be situated .in my
county. Once more I repeat that I do not come to ask the
Bouse to oblige the Pacific Railway to go through this
valley, bat I desire that the Government should take my
demand into consideration and furnish me with the returns

‘of which I would be in need should the question come be-

fore tho Hovse,

Mr. CASGRAIN. (Translation.) Mr. Speaker, if my
bon. friend, the member for Dorchester (Mr. Lesage), will
allow me, I would suggest to him to complete his motion
by adding something to it. I would desire that the return
ssked for should be accompanied by the instructions and
correspondence between the Government and the enginocers.
For this gurpose I shall ask that the motion of the hon,
member be amended by adding to it the following words :—

*“also the instructions and cor espondence which paszed between the
several engineers and the Government.”’

This would complete the return,
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Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. (Translation,) Id answer
to the hon. member for Dorchester (Mr. Lesage), I must
say that the Government will not fail to take into considera-
tion the suggestion which he has just made, with regard to
an instrumental survey,in order to obtain the greatest
possible amount of scientific information concerning this
route, and the Government will not fail to take into account
tho suggestion of the hon. member, As to the amendment
moved by the hon. member for 'Islet (Mr. Casgrain), I
would ask him to limit himself to the word * instruetions”
and not to ask that the correspondence should be brought
down. Correspondence of this kind is never laid on the
Table of the House, for, being exchanged between engineers
and acting engineers it is of a confidential and private
nature, and as such is never laid on the Table, As to the
instructions, given they must be brought down the moment
they are asked for by the hon. member, In consequence, I
shall ask him to withdraw from his amendment the words
“and correspondence.”

Mr. LAURIER. (Translation.) It seems to me that
there can be no objection to laying the official corre-
spondence on the Table of the House. Of course my hon.
friend has no intention of moving for the confidential
correspondence.

Sir 'HECTOR LANGEVIN. (Translation.) This cor-
respondence will be comprised under the term ¢ instruc.
tions.” But if he adds the word “ correspondence,” the hon.
member must see that the whole correspondence between
an engineer and an acting engineer—which is of no interest
whatever to the public—must be laid on the Table. The
official correspondence, that, for instance, which refers to the
instructions given by the engineers, will be included in this
return.

Mr. LAURIER. (Translation.) The corresponderce
cannot be comprised in the word “instructions.” The
word “instructions” is well defined and can be readily
understood by itself as well as the word ¢ correspondence,”
which has also its meaning by itself. No correspondence
of a purely confidential nature between the Government
and the engineers can,be laid on the Table of the House, and
my hon, friend does not intend to ask for such papers, but
the official correspondence exchanged with the engineers,
and their instruotions ought to be brought down.

Mr. CASGRAIN. (Translation.) To avoid further dis-
cussion, I will add the word “official” before the word
“ gorrespondence,”

Motion, as amended, agreed to.

CUSTOMS COLLECTIONS IN ALGOMA.
Mr. DAWSON moved for:

Return of all Customs collections in Algoma during the six months
ending 31st December, 1884, showing the amount collected at Port
Arthur and its outports, and at Sanlt Ste. Marie and its outports, respec-
tively ; also, the amount collected at Spanish River and such other
atations in Algoma as report to Collingwood.

He said: At this period of the Session, I fancy there can be
no impropriety in members alluding somewhat to local
matters, as there is very little else going on just now, and I
derire to call the attention of the House to the fact that the
Customs revenue in Algoma is incressing very rapidly
and becoming an important item in the revenues of the
country, Up to the end of the last fiscal year, the Customs
revenue at Sault Ste. Marie was $23,808.95, and at Port
Arthur $199,734.75, while at Spanish: River there were col-
lections which I cannot exactly make out, as that
part of the district roports at Collingwood, but which I
assume to have been about $6,000, making altogether an
amount colleoted in Algoma of $229,543.70. Now, Sir,
that is a very good showing for such a young

country as Algoma, and I believe the revenue during the
year now current will be quite as great as that during the
last fiscal year. It is quite evident from this that the popu-
lation of the district is increasing very fast, and indeed it is
80. We hear a great many complaints of an exodus from
other districts, that the people are running off to the United
States and flying in every direction away from Canada. We
hear that very often, but it is a very differentstory in
Algoma. The population is increasing, seitlers are
coming in every day, and the people who have been
lost from other districts are now in Algoma. I believe
that is very largely the case. At the last census, the popu-
lation of Algoma proper was only 20,600, or a little over,
and that of the disputed territory 8,000 or thereabout, mak-
ing altogether 28,000 people in the immense district of
Algoma, that is some four years ago. Now, according to
the best estimates that can be made, tho population is up to
55,000, Port Arthur alone has increased from 2,000 to
6,097, according to a census taken last fall by the
municipal authorities. Here wo have an instance of the
population increasing ; there is no exodus from that part of
the country. On the Manitoulin Island the population,
which was barely 10,000 at 1ihe last census, is now
estimated by the people themselves to be 13,000 or
14,000, On the north coast of Lake Huron settle-
ment has also been increasing very rapidly, especially
back of the Bruce Mines, in a section which used to
be considered the most barren part of the whole dis-
trict; settlements now extend 40 miles back in that
particular section. I am sure this House will be much
gratified to learn that we have at least one part of the
country which is filling up very fast, and where the people
are very comfortable and aro doing well; in fact, I think
they do much better, or at least as well, in thesc wooded
countries as in the prairies of the west. Now, as
another evidence of progress, and which is also connected
with the motion, I may refer to the increase of the shipping
of Algoma, which a few years ago was inconsiderable. “ihe
shipping at Port Arthur during the season of navigation of
1884 was as follows:—

Number
of Vessels. Tonnage, Tons Freight. Crews.
Canadian........ o sessnes oareerees . 600 407,186 158,315 16,680
AMETICAN .eovvseesirervenrs sirnnes 258 93,100 134,877 2,937
Totals.cneeeeesiererinnns 858 502,286 292,892 19,617

That is a very satisfactory showing for such a short
period—all within two or three years since the district
began to grow up. Bat while the shipping and the trade
of that country have been increasing eo fast I am happy to
say that the losses in shipping from accidents during tho
past summer have been less than formerly. There
have not been so many vessels lost; but =still a
great deal too many. TLast year the hon. Minister of
Marine brought forward an Act for inspecting vessels, and
I must say that since then the duties of inspectors and all
people connected with the shipping, have beer preity well
attended to, and the condition of affairs that now exists is
in a groat measure due to the better supervision exercised
by officers employed by the Government. Still, therorc-
maing a good deal to be done, as appears from statistics. [n
Lake Superior there wero eight vessels wrocked by heavy
weather, with & loss of $§15,000; thero wore collisions of
12 vessels, involving a loss of $84,000; stranded, 24,
involving a loss of $50,000; disabled, 8, which were repaired
again, involving a loss of $10,000; ashore, 7, involving a
loss of $66,000; sprung aleak, 7; exploded, 1 ; total 67 vessels,
involving aloss of $260,000. It thus appears that a good deal
is still to be done in the way of a better supervision of
vessels. Buta good beginning has been made. Fortunately
there has been no serious loss of life during the past
summer--indeed J think only five or six all told were lost
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during the whole sea:on, and they were mostly from acci-
dents. I merely call attention to these matters, Mr,
Speaker, in making this motion, to show that that part of
the country, at least, is progressing fast, that scttlement
and traffic are advancing, and that shipping has increased
immensely. :

Mr. BLAKE. Amongst the interesting information my
hon. friend gave us, there was one thing he missed. Would
he tell us where Algomais now? He did not seem to know
last Session.

Mr. DAWSON. Ishall be very glad to give the hon.
%entleman such geographical information as he may require,

here is & special Act defining the electoral district of
Algoma. It extends from French River on the east to the
Winnipeg River at Rat Portage on the west, and from the
great lakes on the south to Hudson Bay on the north, It is
& pretly extensive district.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. That is according to
the latest advices.

Mr, DAWSON. According to the Act forming the
electoral district.

Motion agreed to.

THE LIBRARY—MR. BOURINOT'S WORK.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Mr. LANDRY (Montmagny). (Translation.) Iwould eall
the attention of the House to the fact that it is impossible
for us to get Mr. Bourinot’s work in the Library. There are
but few copies of it, and I think that those hon. members
who wish to refer to this work ought to be enabled to get

it, and that a few additional copies ought to be bought for!

the use of membors.

Mr. SPEAKER. That matter will be brought before the
Library Committee.

RETURNS ORDERED.

Return of all sugars importad at Halifax from Jamaiea from the 1st of
January, 1883, to the 31st of December, 1883; also a return of all sugars
from Jamaica entered for the same term at Moatreal, either direct or
vid Halifax, giving nams of vessel, number of pounds laoded ; value for
gr“'{ff each cargo, and rate of daty per 109 1bs. of each shipment. —{Mr.

ail. .

Statement showing tlie several amounts collecied by the Dominion
Government for lands sold or leased ; for timber, logs or staves, cord-
wood, telegraph poles or other product of the forest; with the names of

persons making such payments, within the bouads ant limits of the |

western part of Qntario, as determined by the decision of the Privy
gouqci; againgt the claim of the Dominion Government.—(Mr. Mac-
enzie.

Motion agreed to, and the House adjourned, at 4.45 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Tuurspay, 5th February, 1835,
The SreakER took the Chair at Three o'clock.

Paavers.

REPORT PRESENTED.

Report of the Minister of Militia and Defence for the
year ending 31st Decomber, 1884.—(Mr. Caron.)

PRIVATE BILLS—EXTENSION OF TIME,

Mr. BEATY moved that in accordance with the recom-
mendation of the first report of the Select Standing Com-
Mr, Dawson,

mittee on "Standing Orders, the time for the reception of
petitions for Private Bills be extended to Saturday, the 21st
of February instant. He said: I wish to say for the in-
formation of the House and of those persons interested in
Private Bills, that the Committee desire it to be understood
that no further extension will be made.

Motion agreed to.

FIRST READINGS.

Bill (No. 8) respecting the River St. Clair Railway
Bridge and Tunnel Company.—(Mr. Bergin.) .

Bill (No. 9) respecting the Canada Southern Railway
Company, and the Erie and Niagara Railway Company.—
(Mr. Bergin,)

Bill (No. 10) to reduce the capital stock of the Federal
Bank of Canada, and for other purposes.~— (Mr. Small.)

Bill (No. 11) to extend the jurisdiction of the Maritimo
Court of Ontario.—(Mr. Allen.)

Bill (No. 13) respecting carriers by land.—(Mr, Mec
Carthy.)

OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE DEBATES.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell), [ beg leave to move the adop-
tion of the second report of The Debates Committee. I may
say that we have dropped all that part of it relating to dis-
tribution, The number of copies that will be printed will
onable us during the Session to make a daily distribution
for the press and also to give them a bound copy at the end
of the Session if members should be disposed to deduct the
copies given to them. Buf in the meantime we thought it
better toleavo it over for further consideration and consul-
tation with the members. The other part of the report
relates to the translating staff, and further coansultation in-
dunced the Committee to adhere to the recommendation of
their first report.

Motion agreed to.
MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD presented a Message from
His Excellency the Governor Genoral.

My, SPEAKER read the Message as follows:—

LANSDOWNE.

The (Governcr General transmits to the House of Commons aa
approved Minute in Council appointing the Right Honorable Sir Joha
A. Macdonald, President of the Quoen's Privy Council for Canada, the
Honorable Sir Leonard Tilley, Minister of Finance, ths Henorabls
8ir Hector Langevia, Minister of Public Works, aud the Honorable A.
W. McLelan, Minister of Marine and Fisheries, to act with the Speaker
of the House of Commons as Commissioners for the purposes and under
the provisions of tha Act 31 Victoria, Chapter 27, intituled : ¢ An Act
respecting the Internal Economy of the House of QJomwmons; and for
other purposes.”’

Goversment House
O71TAWA, Tues(fay, 2nd February, 1885.

COURT OF RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS.

Mr., McCARTHY moved for leave to introduce Bill
(No. 12) for instituting a Court of Railway Commissioners
tor Canada, and to amend the Consolidated Railway Act,
1879.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Expisin.

Mr, McCARTHY. The only explanation I desire to offer
is this : That I proposo to tako the sense of the House on
tho second reading of the Bill. It has been already referred
to Committee, the matter has been fully discussed there;
and both the public and the House are familiar with the
subject ; and I propose, as I have stated, to take the sense
of the House on the second reading.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.
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PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS.

Mr, CAMERON (Huron) moved for leave to introduce
Bill (No. 14) to consolidate and amend the Acts respecting
the election of members of the House of Commons.

Mr. McCARTHY. Ezplain.

Mr. CAMERON (Huron). The Bill which I have moved
for leave to introduce is sybstantially the same as that which
was before the House last Session of Parliament, but which,
owing to the pressure of business at the close of the Session,
we were unable 10 reach. One of its main objects is to make
violations of the provisions of the Bill criminal offences—
misconduct on the part of candidates and on the part of
electors, The Bill contains several provisions, which I will
discuss fully when I move the second reading.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

THE SCOTT ACT.

Mr. TUPPER enquired, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to indemnify the parties who prosecuted
under the Scott Act, but failed in their prosecution solel
in consequence of the proclamation of the Act being held
by the courts to be of no force or effect ?

Mr. COSTIGAN. I desire to say that, in the opinion of
the Government, there is no reason for assuming any
respongibility in regard to the prosecutions referred {o.

OFFICE OF MINISTER OF RAILWAYS.

Mr. BLAKE enquired, How many days was the late
Minister of Railways in Canada during the Recess between
the Session of 1883 and that of 1884? At what date did he
resign? Who has been acting as Minister of Railways
since his resignation? Is it intended to fill the office of
Minister of Railways ? If so, when?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The memorandum with
which I have been furnished does not answer the first part
of the question—the part with reference to the number of
days Sir Charles Tupper was 1n Canada during the Recess
between the Session of 1883 and that of 1884—but I will
give the hon. gentleman the information to-morrow. Sir
Charles Tupper resigned about the first of June, 1884,
The Hon. John Henry Pope has been acting Minister of
Railways since that resignation. It is intended to fill the
office of Minister of Railways ere long.

OFFICE OF LIBRARIAN OF PARLIAMENT.

Mr. BLAKE enquired, When did the office of Librarian
of Parliament become vacant ? Has a Librarian been
appointed ? If not, when is it intended that a Librarian
shall be appointed ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The office of Librarian
became vacant on the death of Dr. Todd.

Mr. BLAKE, 1 asked when.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. 1Isay that it was on the
death of Dr. Todd.

Mr. BLAKE. But when was that?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. On the 22nd of January,
1884. A librarian has not yet been appointed, one wiil be
appointed ere long—I was going to say to-morrow, only I
know the hon, gentleman would laugh.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY—SUBSIDY TO THE
NORTH SHORE LINE.
Mr, LAURIER moved for :

Oopies of all correspondence between the Canadian Pacific Railway
CONP;ly and the North Shore Railway Company, for the purchase by

the said Canadian Pacific Railway Company of the said North Shore
Railway from St. Martin’s Junction to Quebee, or to obtain control of
the same, or to make such arrangements as would allow the eaid
Canadian Pacific Railway to ex end its railway to Quebec; 2nd, of all
correspondence between the (ivernment and the Canadian Pacifie
Railway concernin ¢ the extension of their railway from St. Martin’s
Junction to the Harbor of Quebec; 3rd, of all correspondence between
the Goverement and any other persons for the purpose of incorporating
such persons for the construction of a railway from the terminus of the
8anggian Pacific Railway at St. Martin’s Janction to the harbor of
uebec.

He said: It must be within the vivid recollection of hon.
members of this House that last Session, when the Govern-
ment introduced their policy concerning subsidies to rail-
ways, they allotted a certain sum to the Government of the
Province of Quebec in consideration, as the resolation said,
of their having constructed the railway from Quebec to Ot-
tawa, forming a connecting link between the Atlantic and
Pacific coasts vid the Intercolonial and Pacific Railways,
and being, as such, a work of pational and not merely
provincial utility. The reason which was thus sum-
marily recited in the resolution was stated more fully by the
then acting hon, Minister of Railways, Sir Charles Tupper,
that reason being that the railway constructed by the Pro-

Y | vince of Quebec was really a part of the Canadian Pacific

Railway and a part of our national system of railways. This
argument of the bon. Minister did not apply simply to that
portion of the road which has been acquired by the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company, and which was, at the time that he
spoke, actually part of their line, but app¥ied to the whole
of the railway as constructed by the Government of Quebec
from the City of Ottawa to the harbor of Quebec. The hon.
Minister then said further that in his opinion, and indeed in
the opinion of the Government of which he formed a part,
the best interests ot the country required that the whole of
the railway constructed by the Quebec Government should
be a part of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and that the
summer terminus of the railway should be the harbor of
Quebec. Indeed, as far as I understood the Minister, he
somewhat deprecated the action of the Government of Que-
bec in failing to secure that national requirement. But I
cannot do better than quote the forcible language which
was used on that occasion by Sir Charles Tupper. He said:

* We now come to the Province of Quebec; and I may say no person
in this House, will question for a moment the fact that if provision had
not been made by the Province of Quebec, for the construction of a rail-
way from Quebec to Ottawa, this House would have regarded, the
country would have regarded, the Canadian Pacific Railway as entirely
incomplete, and would have been prepared to deal with that branch of
the question, just as our hon. friends opposite dealt with the question of
connecting the Canada Central trom Pembroke to Callander, by an
appropriation of & sum of money sufficient to accomplich the purpose.
T}l)le fact that the Government of Quebec anticipated that action, the
fact that the Government of Quebec have since Confederation, expended
from their own treasury a sum, I believe, of over §$14,000,000 in the con-
struction of railways within the Province of Quebec, instead of dimin-
ishing their claim to congideration at this late hour, strengthens it, I
think, very much; this fact increases the strength of their position in
approaching the Government as they have done, aud ssking to be
recouped a fair amount of that money aad to be placed relatively in
gomewhat the same position as that which they would have occupied if
they had not been so forward to promote that which is admitted on all
sides to be the great national work of this country. Under these cir-
cumstancee, the Government of Quebec, having contributed, as I eay,
over $14,300,000 in railway construction in that portion o' the Domi-
nion, came to this Government with a claim for fair and just considera-
tion as regarded that section of railway construction which they
had engaged in and completed and which might fairly be regarded as a
portion of the great inter-oceanic line of railway connecting, in fact,
across the entire Continent, through Canadian territory, the two oceans.
Arter full and fair consideration ot the proposals that were made, and of
the fact that they had exhausted the resources of the Province of Que-
bec in this effort, this successful effort, to construct this most important
link of the great national work, the Government came to the conclu-
sion that the Government of Quebec were extitled to a grant of ;12,000
per mile for that portion of the road that had already become s link and
a porsion of the Oanadian Pacific Railway,—that portion lying between
the city of Montreal and Otiawa ; and as regarded the other portion,
the only hesitation, the only doubt that existed as to the propriety of
expending the $12,0- 0 per mile from Montreal to the harbor of Quebec,
arose from the fact that the Government of Quebec had parted with that
portion of the Tailway, and that, at this moment, it did not afford that
short and nnrestricted line of communi:ation for the Canadian Pacific
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Railway to make the barbor of Quebec that which it is believed, in the
interest of the whole of this country, it is desirable it should be made,
namely, the summer terminus of the Qanadian Pacific Railway.”

Indeed so convinced seemed the Government to be that the
port of Quebee should be the summer terminus of the Can-
adian Pacific Railway that they thought it proper not only
to appropriate the sum of $6,000 per mile tothe Government
of Quebec for the line from Montreal to the harbor of that
city, but also to ask for an equal amount cf $6,000 per mile
to ensure the extension of the Canadian Pacific Railway at
Montreal to the harbor of Quebec. The policy which had
been propounded was to grant the Province of Quebec a
subsidy of $12,000 mile, but this subsidy was divided.
For the part of the road which had been disposed of in favor
of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company—that is to say,
from the City of Ottawa to the City of Montreal —the Pro-
vince was allowed $12,000 per mile. But for the part from
St. Martin’s Junction to the port of Quebec, they were only
allowed $6,000 per mile, the difference of $6,000 being de-
ducted from the subsidy which otherwise would have gone
to the Provinoe, in order that it might be applied by the
Government in enabling them to extend the railway from
8t. Martin’s Junction to Quebec. Respecting that part of
the question Sir Charles Tupper used this explicit language:—
‘ Under thege circumstances it was thought judicious to appropriate
$6,000 per mile to the Government of Quebee, for that portion of the
line extending from Montreal to the harbor of Quebec, and to ask Par-
liament for an appropriation for an equal amount ot $6,000 a mile for
the purpose of ensfring the extension of the Canadian Pacific Railway
from its present terminus at Montreal to the harbor of Quebec. The re-
solution states very explicitly the mode in which that appropriation
will be used.”
It is fair to assume thatthe Government were impelled
to the course which they then took by the strong force of
public opinion which they found in favor of that project.
The public mind had become uneasy as to the intention
of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. A speech deliv-
ered by the president of the company, Mr. Stephen, at
Portland, had led people to believe, and not unnaturally to
believe, that the intention of the company was not to extend
their road farther east than the City of Montreal, and
after reaching the City of Montreal, to diverge to the
south-east, and then, if I may so speak, scamper off to some
port en the other side of the line. Public opinion had been
considerably agitated on the subject, and the unanimous
consensus of opinion was that the railway should be extend-
ed along the north shore as far east as where the waters of
the 8t. Lawrence are tapped by the Intercolonial Railway,
and that Quebec should be the summer terminus, and somo
port in the Maritime Provinces the winter terminus ; and I
remember that a highly representative deputation, com-
posed of delegates from Halifax, 8t. John and Quebec, had
an interview with the Government on that matter. How-
ever, whatever may have been the impelling motive of the
Government, there was no uncertainty as to their act. They
undertook to procure the extension of the Canadian Pacific

Railway as far east as the harbor of Quebec. I have already |

quoted the language of Sir Charles Tupper, in which he
stated that ample provision for that extension was to be
found in the resolution. The resolution to which he re-
ferred read thus :—

“ For the extension of the Oanadian Pacific Railway from its terminus
at 8t. Martin's Junction, near Montreal, to the harbor of Quebec, in such
manner a8 may be approved by the Governor in C.uncil, §6,000 per
mile, not exceeding in the whole $960,000.”

When this resolution came before the House, my hon.
friend beside me (Mr. Blake) pointed out that it was rather
"wide and indefinite in its scope. He was answered by the
Prime Minister that it was made so wide and indefinite the
better to enable the Government to carry out the end they
had in view. His language was as follows :—
“It is framed so a8 to enable the Government to procure an ex-
tension of this railway from its terminus to the harbor of Quebec.
Mr. LAURIER,

There is no specific mode pointed out. nor is it desirable that there
ghould be. It leaves the question opsn for the adoption of the best line
that can be secured.”’
In the course of that discussion the hon. member for
Bellechasse (Mr. Amyot), who I observe is absent to-day,
spoke very plainly as to what he believed to be the intention
of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. He stated in so
many words that he did not believe that they had any
intention to go farther east than the City of Montreal, and
that so far as could be inferred from their words and deeds,
he was fully of opinion that their intention was to divert
the trade of the Canadian Pacific Railway from Montreal
to some American port, as Portland or Boston. He was
answered by the Minister of Public Works, whose langunage
as to what was the intention of the Government, and as to
what the Canadian Pacific Railway should be compelled to
do, was as forcible and definite as language can be. The
hon. Minister of Public Works said :

¢ In answer to the hon. member for Bellechasse I must say this—the
hon. gentleman speaks as if the extensioa of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way was not to be in the Province of Quebec. That extension is to be
from Montreal to Quebec, and in the Province of Quebec, and for the
benefit of the whole Dominion, but especially for the Province of Que-
bee. The intention is to make the harbor of Quebec the eastern ter-
minus in summer of the Canadian Pacific Railway. This has been asked,
the people and the press have agked it, and we have come down with
these resolutions to &m‘ry it out; that is to say, we propose to give
$6,000 per mile in ord€? that the terminus of the Qanadian Pacific Rail-
way shall be in the harbor of Quebec.”’
So that, Mr. Speaker, there cannot be any ambiguity as to
what was then the intention and the pledge of the Govern-
ment in reference to this matter. They directly pledged
themselves to procure an extension of the Cavadian Pacific
Railway as far as the harbor of Quebec; and if the language
of the resolution was wide in its scope, the language of the
statute, though more explicit, was equally wide. The statute
which was framed on the resolution passed by Parliament
provided two ways by which the Government could secure
the proposed extengion. One was that the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company should buy the section of the North
Shore Railway extending from St, Martin’s Junction to the
waters of the St. Lawrence at Quebec, and the other was
that, failing this alternative, failing the co-operation of the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company with the Government in
that respect, another line should be built from some point
near St. Martin’s Junction to the waters of the St. Lawrence
at Quebec. Here is the language of the statute:

¢¢3, The Canadian Pacific Railway Company may, within six months
from the passing of this Act, purchase the North Shore Railway from
St. Martin’s Junction to Quebec, or may obtain control of the same, or
may make with the owners of the said railway such arrangements as
will allow the said Canadian Pacific Railway Company to extend its
railway to Quebec—failing which, the provisions contained in the three
following sections may take effect.

‘4. And whereas it may become necessary for the construction of a
railway in conformity with the intention and purpose of the subsidy,
tor the extension of the Canadian Pacific Railway, from its terminus at
St. Martin’s Junction, or some other point on the said railway, to the
harbor of Quebee, that & company should be incorporated with the
powers requisite for such construction, and for making financial ar-
rangements for the purpose thereof; therefore it is hereby further
enacted as follows :—

 For the purpose of incorporating the persons undertaking the con-
struction of the said railway, and those who shall be associated wita
them in the undertaking, and 8o soon as a contract shall be made with
them by the Canadian Pacific Railway Qompany, for such construction,
the Governor may grant to them, under such corporate name as he
shall deem expedient, a charter.”’

Now, Mr. Speaker, such was the state of this matter
at the end of last Session. What has taken place since ?
So far as we can judge, we are standing - in exactly
the same position as we occupied at the close of ‘last
Session. Tho six months within which the Canadian
Pacific Railway Compauy were to enter upon negotiations
for the purchase of the North Shore Railway have lapsed,
and the North Shore Railway has not been acquired by the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, nor have the company
obtained control of the railway, nor have they made any ar-
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rangement for extending theirroad to the City of Quebec. And
what has been the action of the Government in the matter ?
So far as we know, the Government have taken no steps to
give effect to their intentions, expressed in Parliament dur-
ing last Session. They began last Session full of fire and
zeal, but their zeal appears to have lasted only as long as
the Session lasted and to have come to an end with the
Session. It would seem, as far as we can know, as if the
Government had been compelled by some concealed power
to promise what they did. Judging from their activity
during the Session, and their inactivity during the recess,
we would be led to suppose that they had undertaken an
unpleasant duty, which they took occasion to cast off as svon
as they could. For my part, I réally believe the hon. mem-
ber for Bellechasse (Mr. Amyot) told the truth when he
said his belief was that the Canadian Pacific Railway Com-
pany had no intention of carrying their road farther east
than Montireal. I concur in the statement made at the time
by Sir Charles Tupper and assented to by the hon. the
Prime Minister, and reiterated by the hon, the Minister of
Public Works, that the bestinterests of the country required
that the port of Quebec should be made the summer ter-
minus of the Canadian Pacific Railway; and I add this that
the winter port should be in some one of the numerous
harbors of the Maritime Provinces. The duty of the Gov-
ernment, as expressed by the Government, was to see that
the Canadian Pacific Railway Company should carry out
that intention ; if they failed, then some other persons should
undertake the duty. At all events, it was the duty of the
Government to do something in that matter. The Govern-
ment, to all appearances, have been perfectly idle; they
have taken absolutely no steps to do what they said should,
in the best interests of the country, be done. Possibly, how-
ever, I may be wrong in my surmise; it may be that,
although no result has come from any action of theirs, the
Government have been very active, and in order to see how
the case stands, I beg to move for these papers.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The papers, of course, will
be brought down, and I think that it would have been
better for the hon. gentleman to have waited until the
papers had been brought down. He would then see what
has been done, and would probably avoid making some of
the statements he has just made. Of course nobody can
find fault with the manner in which the hon. gentieman
made those statements, They aroe exactly in accordance
with his way of making statements before the House. Of
course we cannot find fault with that, but I thionk it would
serve no purpose just now to undertake a discussion on this
ggint before all the papers are brought down. They will
be brought down as soon as possible.

Motion agreed to,
RESIGNATION OF CHIEF JUSTICE MEREDITH

Mr. LAURIER moved for:

Oopy of the resignation of the Honorable Judge Meredith as Chief
Justice of the Superior Qourt of the Province of Quobec, and of the
correspondence which followed that resignation. :

He said: Mr. Justice Meredith tendered his resignation in
the month of September to the Government, as Chief Justice
of the Superior Court of the Province of Quebec. I may
be permitted to say at once that the resignation of Mr.
Justice Meredith is a great loss to the public of the Province
of Quebec. Courteous in manner, of genial disposition,
with a high judicial mind, with a vast knowledge of the
law, and a ‘spotless character, the Hon. Chief Jus-
tice Meredith was a credit to the bench and enjoyed the
universal respect of all classes in Lower Canada. Unfortu-
nately the health of Mr. Justice Meredith had been failing
some time, and some months previously he had received
and accepted a leave of absence. At the expiration of his

leave of absence, in the month of September, finding that
‘his health was still impaired, and that, in all probability,
he could not again ascend the bench, he sent in his resig-
nation. If I am correctly informed the Government asked
the hon, judge to withdraw his resignation and to accept
a further leave of absence for six months. But the very
high sense of honor of the hon. judge would not
allow him to accept what was tendered. He persisted in
his resignation, and ever since the office has been vacant.
Five months have elapsed since then and the office is still
vacant. Now, I submit it to the sense of the House and it
must be apparent to everybody, without argument, that
this state of things is highly detrimental to the public at
large, and constitutes a great wrong to the other judges
whose duties are thereby increased. It must be apparent
to everybody, without any argument on my part, that a
court which is composed of something like twenty-eight
judges cannot work as harmoniously and effectively towards
the public as it would, if it were presided over by a Chief
Justice, and I put it to the Government and the sense of the
House as well that there is no excuse whatever for so long
a delay in making the appointment to the important office
of Chief Justice of the Province of Quebec. Lawyers are not
a scarce article in that Province and there could be no very
great difficulty in making a choice, and though in the Pro-
vince to which I belong the practice has not been followed
of making appointments without regard to party, as is done
in Ontario, still I submit that in the ranks of the Conser-
vative party of Quebec—since & judge must be selected
from the ranks of the Conservative party—it would
be easy to find men perfectly competent to become
worthy successors of the Hon, Chief Justice Mered.th,
whether from judges on the bench, or from members ot the
bar. If I wust give the whole of my belief, I must
say that I belive that no appointment has yet been
made, simply because there have been some political intri-
gues at the bottom. I would be sorry to believe this, but I
cannot see any public motive that can be given as a reason
why this office has been kept vacant so long. If any can
be given, I would, for my part, be ready and willing to
accept it and also be happy to accept it. But, in the mean-
time, I must call attention to this state of things and say to
the Government that it is their imperious duty to make
this appointment without any delay—not simply ere long,
but without any delay at all. :

Sir JOHN A. MACDOXNALD. I canheartily agree with
the remarks of my hon. friend respdeting the character and
standing of Chief Justice Meredith, the great advantage it
was to the Province of Quebec to have such a man at the
head of the judiciary, and the corresponding loss it was
when, from advaneing age and ill health, he was obliged to
retire. The hon. gentleman has, I think, correctly stated
the facts concerning the resignation of the Chief Justice.
He and I were neighbors at Riviére du Loup during last
summer, He came to see me, and said that, after receiving
the views of his medical men and in accordance with his
own opinion as to his health, he could not perform his duties
satisfactorily to himself. I was exoeedinglfy_ distressed, I
may say, because he was an old personal friend of mine,
and, on that ground, and in consequence of my acquaint-
ance with his great abilities and his distinguished standing
as a judge, I was extremely sorry to receive the informa-
tion, I pressed him to try to go on for a few months
longer. 1 said: “I have no doubt that, with the universal
feeling that you should remain at your post, the country
will accept the action of the Government in giving you, say,
six months’ longer leave.” Hesaid:  Ihave had a long leave
of nine months, which, with my vacation, amounts to nearly
a year, and I do not think that I can apply for & further
extension of leave.” I said:“Iam so satlisfied that you

onght to remain if you can that, if you think another six
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months will be of any service to you,I will take the respon-
sibility of asking for the leave of absence from His Excel-
lency without your making any application.” So it stood
over for a day, and then I received a communication from
him stating that what he could not properly ask for he
could not properly accept; so I said : “That being your
feeling, I have no more to say.” The resignation was
accepted. The office has not been filled, but it will be filled
ere long. There is no political agreement of any kind.
There bave been, perhaps, eonflicting claims of individual
judges who may think, esch on his own behalf, that he
should have the preference. However, we do not hear of
any deley in justice, or any impediment to justice. No
complaints have reached the Government in consequence of
the non-appointment of the Chief Justice. In his absence
the senior judge is practically the Chief Justice. I agree,
however, with the hon. gentleman that the office should be
filled, and it will be fiiled ere long.

Mr. BLAKE. I must say that I do not think the expla-
nation cf the hon. gentleman is at all satisfactory. I am
not able to speak from personal knowledge of what the
exigeucies of the court may be,but I know the exigencies of
a court in my own Province under a similar state of things,
and I can quite understand the inconvenience which must
be caused by the absence of the chief judge where he has
the management of a court of twenty-eight judges, as my
hon. friend has said. There are difficulties in reference to
the dispesition of business, which is often left in the hands
of the Chief Justice, and it is of much more consequence in
point of the want of judicial strength with reference to the
working of the whole court than it could be in reference to
the much smaller divisions ¢f the High Court of Ontario. I
can only express the regret that the Government did not
feel the same sense of duty towards the public that the hon.
gentleman has explained the late Chief Justice felt. He
said that, after having a leave of nine months, and a vaca-
tion of nearly three, it was due to the public that he should
not retain the office on an extended leave which left it prac-
tically empty when it ought to be filled. He declined to
accept a further leave because he felt that the office ought
to be filled. The hon. gentleman said, ¢ I have no more to0
say.” He acceded, as he muxt accede, to the view of the
Chief Justice, but the Chief Justice might just as well have
had the leave, becaunse the office has not been filled, and, as
far as the public business, of which he was so tender, is
concerned, there has been noimprovement consequent upon
his resignation. The hon. gentleman speaks of filling the
office “ ere long” and so forth, but I remember that he
spoke of filling another office “ ere long "—the office of
Minister of Railways.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Isthat a previous debate?

Mr. BLAKE. No, it was a question on which no debate
was allow ed, and consequently it could not be a previous
debate. He said that he would fill that office “ere long.”
My opinion is that in that case it ought to have been one
delayed. We have heard that in this matter there is an
agpirant for this office, or an office that might be vacated
when it js filled, from the centre of Quebee, from the very
middle of the city; and that difficulties connected with a
subject which was before the House this afternoon have been
amongst those which have caused this long delay, to the
detriment of the administration of justice, though perhaps
to the advantage of the hon. gentleman.

Motion agreed to.

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA.
Mr. BLAKE moved for :

Copies of sall correspondence relative to any payments, claims or
allowances on any account whatever in respect to the office of High
Commissioner not already brought down ;

Sir JoBN A, MACDONALD.

And separate statement in detail, with dates and sums, of all pxyments
made on any such accounts in respect to the office during its tenure by
the present incumbent ;

An estimate in detail of all sums payable on any such accounts up ta
this date and yet unpaid ;

Also, copies of all correspondence not yet brought down as to the
letting or purchase of a residence for the High Commiesioner, and as to
the repairs and furnishing thereof, with copies of all accounts in con-
nection with the same ;

A statement in detail of all sums paid in respect of such letting or
purchase or furnishing or repairs ;

Andfan estimate of all sums payable, but not yet paid, in respect
thereof.

He said: This motion is practically the same as one car-
ried last Session. It will be in the recollection of the House
that sums in round numbers, of about $28,000 for a resi-
dence, and about $12,000 for furnishing the same, were
voted for the High Commissioner. I see by the Public Ac-
counts that the sum of §41,000 has actually been paid on
those accounts. There was also brought down last Session
correspondence between the High Commissioner and the
gentleman whom he employed in London to megotiate
with reference to the purchase or rent of 2 residence; also,
as to the furniture, with the inventory of the same. 1t
would be satisfactory to get furtherstatements which will
indicate the completion of the transactiou.

Motion agreed to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY—ALLOWANCES TO
CANADIAN MANUFACTURERS.

Mr. BLAKH moved for:

Copies of all correspondence, reporta and Orders in Council not
covered by the previous Address relating to the allowances proposed to
be paid to the Canadian manufacturers of certain goods required by the
Canadian Pacific Railway ; of all applications for such allowances, and
correspondence in connection therewith ; a statement of the calcula-
tions on which the allowances have been based, and an estimate in
detail of the probable sums payable out of the Treasury in respect of
each class of goods, assuming them to be made in Uanads, to the
extent of the company’s requirements, and of the ad valorem percentages
of all allowances on each such class.

He said: This is largely a ropetition of motions formerly
made. A resolution passed three years ago permitted us to
ask separately for these matters which the House unani-
mously agreed should be brought down ten days from the
opening of the Session. These are on other lines, which
experience has demonstrated were not covered by that
resolation.

Motion agreed to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY—ROUTE.,
Mr. BLAKE moved for:

A statement of the various mattersrequired to be returned under ‘ The
Consolidated Railway Act, :879,”’ and amendments thereto.

For the fiscal year 1883-84, in each case, separately, as to,—

1. The line of railway specifically provided for by the contraet of the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company. ]

2. The branches aad extensions already scquired or controlled by the
company.

Like statements with like particulars, separately, as to,—

. 1. The Eastern Division, and (2) the Western Division of the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway.

Statement of the total sum expended up to the 30th June, 1884, by
the company under their contract,—

1. For work of construction on the line to be built by the company
as particularly specified in the contrsct. )

2 For rolling stock for the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway as
particularly speecified in the contract.

3. For works of construction on extensions and branches and lines
controlled by the Company, not embraced in the Railway particularly
specified in the contract.

4. For rolling stock tor all extensions and branckes not so embraced.

Like Statements to those hereinbefore mentioned, up to the 3lst
December, 1884. '

Btatement of the receipts of the company up to the 30th June, 1884,
on account of :—

1.3 Cash subsidy.
2.) Land Grant Bonds.
3.) Bonuses.
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(3.) Land sales or transactions not embraced in the operations con-
nected with the Land Grant Bonds.

(5.) Number of acres of land subsidy. )

(6.) Amounts of bonuses agreed for though not paid.

(7.) Government loan.

Like Statements up to the 31st December, 1884,

He said : This, with the exception of No. 7, in the addition,
is precisely & copy of a former motion which was carried.

Mr. POPE. I would remind the hon. gentleman that with
reference to some of these headings very likely we cannot
obtain the information in the way he asks for it, but I think
it will all be included in the annual Return under the Con-

solidated Railway Act, which will be laid before the House. |.

Mr. BLAKE. Does my hon. friend say he will not grant
the Return ?

Mr. POPE. No, thatdoes not follow. It depends con-
siderably upon the accounts. I do not know whether they
are kept according to the divisions which the hon. gentle-
man mentions.

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. gentleman should observe that
there are several hundreds of miles between the two
divisions that are specified, and it is quite obvious that
these accounts can be kept together, and are kept together.

Motion agreed to.

IMMIGRANTS TO THE NORTH-WEST.
Mr. BLAKE moved for:

Statement of the number of persons entering Manitoba or the North-
West by rail, during each month of the last calendar year; and of the
number of persons leaving Manitoba or the North-West by rail during
each such month; also, copies of all correspondence, reports, data and
statements on which are based the estimates made by the Government
of the number of immigrants who have come from specified countries
and settled in each Province of Canada, and in 1be North-West lerri-
tories during the year, and of the number of Oanadisns who have left
each Province or Territory, or the Dominion, during the year.

He said : This is also a copy of a motion adopted last Ses-

sion.

Mr. POPE. There is no objection to bringing down the
information asked for, so far as this can be done. There is
some information, however, asked for which we cannot
give; but whatever we can furnish will be brought down
to the House.

Motion agreed to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY—STOCK.
Mr, BLAKE moved for:

Statement showing the date and rate at which the Ten million dollars
of Canadian Pacific Railway stock formerly pledged for a loan of about
$4,950,000 was sold, and the net amount received by the company in
respect of such sale.

He said: The House will remember that the amount of
stock icsued by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company and
in the hands of the public when the arrangement was made
was $55,000,000, but a further sum of $10,000,000 was
embraced in the arrangement. It was stated in the public
press about two months ago that the loan for which this
$10,000,000 of stock was pledged had been paid off and the
stock sold, and we are obviously very much interested in
knowing at what price the stock was sold, as on that is
based the estimate of the 10 per cent, dividend.

Motion agreed to.

" ADVANCES TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.
Mr. BLAXE moved for :

Qorrespondence or papers touching applications by Local Govern-
ments for advances oP money on debt account, and for any papersl
throwing light on the reasons for the pending Bill on the subject.

He said : it will be in the recollection of the House that the
Finance Minister announced the other day that certain cir-
cumstances had occurred in connection with applications
by Provinces for advances of money on debt account, which
in the opinion of the Government, rendered it proper that
a Bill dealing with the subject should be introduced. I
suppose the applications are on record in some form or
other, and it is highly important weshould know what they
are.

Motion agreed to.

LIQUOR LICENSE ACT, 18¢3.
Mr. CAMERON (Huron) moved for:

1st. A copy of the Order in Council respecting the submission to the
Supreme Court of the case agreed on between the Government of
Canada and the Government of each of the Provinces under the Liquor
License Act of 1883, and the Act to amend the Liguor License Act of
1883, a8 to the competency of Parliament to pass the said Acts in whole
or in part;

2nd. A ’copy of the said case of the factum of the Government of
Canada and of the factum of each of the said Provinces—the argumentas
of counsel in such case and the notes of the short-hand reporter taken
during such argument ;

3rd. A copy of the report of said Court in said case ;

4th. All correspondence between the Government of Canada and the
Government of each of said Provinces touching said case, and the sub-
mission thereof and the report thereon ; and all correspondence betw-en
said Governments before and since said report, respecting the same and
the matters in dispute and 8o referred. .
He said: I trust the returns asked for will be brought
down very shortly. I do not propose to discuss the question
just now; but, later on, I intend to invite the attention of
the House to some of the questions necessarily arising in
connection with this matter, and such a discussion cannot
be properly conducted unless we have the papers before us.
I trust, therefore, no unnecossary delay will occur in bring-
ing them-down. .

Motion agreed to.

CHARGES AGAINST LIEUT..-COL. O'MALLEY.

Mr. CASEY moved for :

Copy of Report of the Major General Commanding the Militia in
reference to the charges against Lieut.-Col. O'Malley, 25th Battalion.
He said: This motion has been referred to in tho House
on previous occasions and I do not intend to discuss it at
all at present, further than to say that I think perhaps it is
unfortunate that the course finally adopted in regard to
these charges was not adopted sooner, viz., that of having a
report made upon them by the Major General commanding
the Militia, so that the officer in question, whom I know to
be an enthusiastic volanteer, might have had an- opportu-
nity of clearing himself sooner of these charges, However,
that course has been taken at last, and I am glad to under-
stand that the report of the Major General entirely clears
Col. O’Malley from the charges ; I am sure the hon. Min-
ister of Militia himself will agree with me in rejoicing that
such is the case. Ihave no doubt that the report of the
Major General will cover all that is necessary to bring to
the House about the matter, and Thope the Minister will
bring it down as early as posrible.

Motion agreed to.

EXPENDITURE ON CAPITAL ACCOUNT, &o.
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT moved for:

Statement showing sums expended on Capital Account, from the 1st
day of July, 1884, to the 1st day of February, 1885, and the purposes for
which said sums were expended. Also for statement of the gross
amouaut of the debt of the Dominion on the 1st day of February, 1835.

He said: If the hon. gentlemen have no objection I would
like to add to the motion: “ And a statement of debts and
asgets to that date, as given in the Public Accounts, pages
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13 and 14.” I may explain, as I notice the Finance Minis-
ter is not in his place, thatthis information is always on
record in the Departmeoat,-and I think it could be obtained
with very little trouble. I do not at all want to bother the
Department to bring down a comparative statement; I
merely want a statement showing how our debts and assets
stand on the 1st of February, as we now have it on the 1st
of July.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The Minister of Finance is
not in his place, but I kave no doubt he will agree to the
amended notice.

Motion agreed to.
RETURNS ORDERED.

Return showing the number of persons who applied in the year 1884
for licenses under the License Act of 1883, The total number of licenses
granted in Canada. The total number in each Province, and in each
Electoral District. The total number refused a license and the reason
tor refasal. The total number in each Province who paid part of the
fee but did not take out & license. The total amount received by the
Government for such licenses in Canada, in each Province of Canada,
and also in each Electoral Division ; together with a statement showing
what salary was paid the commissioners, inspectors, and snb-inspectors
under the Act, and giving the names and address of said commissioners,
inspectors, and sub-inspectorsin every Electoral District of Canada.—
(Mr. Landerkin.)

Return of all rifle associations in ths Dominion, their headquarters,
the annual grant to each, with the names of the members of each of
such associations.—(Mr. Bergin.)

For map or maps showing :—

(1.) The location Of the Uanadian Pacific Railway, so far as approved
of or constructed.

(2.)d1ts location, 8o far as proposed to Government, but not yet ap-
proved.

(3.) The location of any branches constructed or acquired, and of any
now contemplated by the company, so far as the Government is advised.

(4.? The lands set apart by the company, but not granted.

(5) The lands granted.

(6.) The lands applied for, but not yet set apart.—(Mr. Blake.)

Return showing the names and residence of all officials appointed by
the Government or Board of License Commissioners under the Liquor
License Act of 1883 and amending Act; the salary, fees and emolu-
ments paid to each, and the aggregate costs incurred up to 1st January,
1885, under thbe said Act, and for carrying out and enforcing the same ;

2nd. A statement of the name and residence of each person who
obtained a license under the said Act, and whoobtained a license under
the said Act, as well as under any local law ;

3rd. A statement of all sums received by the Government or any per-
sons appointed under the said Acts up to 1st of Janunary, 1885, as license
fees or otherwise ; and the name and residence of the persons from
whom received, and the disposal made by the Governmeat, or the
officials of tke Government, ot such fines ;

4th. A full and detailed statement of all costs, charges and expenses
paid by the Government up to 1st January, 1885, under the said Acts or
in connection therewith, or arising therefrom, for the purpose of carry-
ing said Acts into effect and enforcing the same, and testing the consti-
tutionality of said Acts.—(Mr. Uameron, Huron.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to, and the House adjourned at 4:55 p. m,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Fripay, 6th February, 1885.
The SrEAKER took the Chair at Three o'clock.

PravYERS.

FIRST READINGS.

Bill (No. 15) to continue an_ Aci respecting the Albion
Mines Savings Bank.—(Mr. McDougald.)

Bill (No. 16) to amend the law relating to Bills of
Exchange and Promissory Notes.— (Mr. Smyth.)
Bill (No. 17) respecting International Ferries.—(Mr.
Patterson, Essex.)
Sir RicHARD CARTWRIGHT.

Bill (No. 19) to provide for the better observance of the
Lord’s Day, commonly called Sanday, by prohibiting Sun- .
day oxcursions of certain kinds,—(Mr. Charlton.)

WHARVES, DOCKS AND PIERS IN NAVIGABLE
WATERS.

Mr. TUPPER moved for leave tointroduce Bill (No. 18)
respecting wharves, docks and piers constructed in navig-
able waters.

Mr. MACKENZIE. Explain.

Mr. TUPPER. The object of the Bill is to provide for
legalizing—if I may use the term in that connection—the
wharves already built in navigable waters, and to provide
for the construction of wharves to be built in fature. At
present thereis no legislation in this Parliament dealing with
the subject, and the provisions of the Bill are somewhat
similar to the measure which was passed in Parliament in
1883, dealing with the construction of booms and dams in
navigable waters. 1 hope the Bill will reach a Committeo
where its provisions may either meet with approval, or be
replaced by others dealing with the question, which, I may
say, 18 one of some importance.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.
CONSOLIDATED INSURANCE ACT.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY moved for leave to introduce
Bill (No. 20) to modify the application of “ The Consoli-
dated Insurance Act, 1877.” '

Mr. BLAKE, Explain.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY.
year. There is no change.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

QUINQUENNIAL CENIUSES IN THE NORTH-WEST.

Mr. POPE moved for leave to introduce Bill (No. 21) to
provide for the taking of a census in the Province of
Manitoba, the North-West Territories and the District of
Keewatin.

Mr. BLAKE. Explain.

Mr. POPE. I may say that the reason for introducing
the Bill is that we have made arrangements, or partial
arrangements with Manitoba that we will take the census
once in five years. With respect to the North-West Terri-
tories, probably,we shall not take the census of all of them,
but we think it advisable that the census of some of them
should be taken.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. Will the hon. gentle-
man state whether he purposes taking the census de jure or
defacto, because the system may seriously affect the result.
In other words, will he report the men who are there, or
the men who ought to be there, according to the system
he adopted last census.

Mr. POPE. We shall follow the usual plan, the one we
have followed hitherto.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

REMUNERATION OF CENSUS ENUMERATORS.

Mr. POPE moved that on Tuesday next the House resolve
iteelf into Committee of the Whole to consider the following
resolutions :—

Resolved, that the Minister of Agriculture shall cause to be prepared
one or more tables setting forth the rates of allowances or remuneration
of the several census commissioners and enumerators employed in the

taking of the census of the Province of Manitoba, the North-West Terri-
tories and the District of Keewatin, not however to exceed in the aggre-

It is the same Bill as last



1885.

COMMONS DEBATES.

47

gate such amount for each day of proved effective service for any
enumerators, and for each day for like service for any census eommis-
sioner as the Governor in Council directs, and the same shall be laid
before Parliament within the first fifteen days of the Session next ensu-

ing.

2. Regolved, that lsuch allowances or remuneration shall be paid to
the several persons entitled thereto in such manner as the Governor in
Council directs, but shall not be payable until the services required of
}he p%rson receiving the same have been faithfully and entirely per-
ormed.

3. Resolved, that such allowances or remuneration, and all expenses
to be incurred in carrging into effect any Act of the Parliament of
o

Canada relating to such census shall be paid out of such moneys as are
provided by Parliament for that purpose,

Motion agreed to.

COMMITTEE ON BANKRUPTCY.
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved :

That a Special Committee be appointed to take into consideration and
report upon the alleged necessity that exists for the adoption of some
system of bankruptcy or insolvency, giving adequate protection against
undue preferences ; with power to send for persons and papers; that
the leave of the House be given for the said Committee to comprise more
than 15 members ; and that the said Committee be composed of Messrs,
Abbot, Baker (Victoria), Beaty, Blondeau, Cameron (Middlesex), Cas-
grain, Colby, Coursol, Curran, Edgar, Kilvert, Macdonald (King's),
Mitchell, nlock, McGreevy, Mclsaac, Macmillan (Middlesex),

- McMullen, Patterson (Essex), Royal, Scriver, Small, Stairs, Weldon and
White (Renfrew).

He said : This subject has excited, as the House knows, the
atlention of the commercial community, and especially their
representatives in the different boards of trade. The com-
mercial classes in England also have called the attention of
the Government to the fact that there is no law relating to
bankruptey and insolvency, and have specially referred to
what was alleged to be the opportunity to traders of grant-
ing undue preferences. In order that the whole subject
may be fully examined and ventilated, including the state of
the law in the different Provinces, and the expediency or
non-expediency of introducing legislation, this Committee
hss been struck in the hope that its enquiries will enable
the House to come to a sound conclusion upon the subject,
We know that there is great diversity of opinion on the
subject in the House and in the country. The commercial
men, on the whole, are in favor of a bankruptecy law,
although they are not unanimous as to how far such a law
should extend. Under these circumstances, I thought proper
to move for this Committee.

Mr. BLAKE. Imust say that I think thisis not a satis-
factory mode for the Government to adopt in dealing with
this question. My opinion is that this question will only be
satisfactorily dealt with by the Government undertaking the
responsibility of dealing with it, and proposing to the House
whatever measure they thiok the public interest requires. If,
on the whole, they do not think the public interest requires
a measure of this kind, let them say so, and the matter is
settled at any rate for this Parliament. If they think the
public interest does require such a measure, I think their
attention should be directed to it, as the hon. gentleman has
just declared the attention of the commercial bodies of Eng-
land and Canada has been directed to it for some time past.
The hon. gentleman has brought once again the excuse he
once gave for the appointment of a famous Committee some
two Bessions ago—the Committee which attacked the Liguor
License Acts—namely, that there are different laws in the
different Provinces, and that it requires a Select Committee
of Parliament adequately to grasp the divergencies existing
in the provincial laws.  But, as I said then, I repeat now,
that I do not see that the fact that there are divergent laws
relating 1o the civil rights which appertain to the question
of dealing with a man’s goods in execution, and the prefer-
ring of one creditor over another, is & reason why this mat-
ter should come to be dealt with in the manner the hon.
gentleman proposes. I think the proper course for him to
have taken was to have decided whether legislation was in

his opinion necessary, and it he thought so to have brought
in a Bill

Mr. CASGRAIN. I may add that after the experience I
have had of similar Committees, I am satisfied that this one
will be a repetition of what has occurred before, This is a
g»od mode of preventing measures being brought before this
Parliament. In the first place, the Committee is rather
numerous and it will be difficult to secure the attendance of
a quorum. Secondly, this Committee ought to be empow-
ered to report from time to time, so that we may arrive at
some result during the Session. I make this suggestion
to the hon, gentleman if he wants really to have a report,
a valuable and substantial report, before the end of the
Session, ’

Mr. MILLS. This proposition of the First Minister is very
like a plea of incapacity. We remember that when the hon,
gentleman and his colleagues were on thisside of the House,
they accused the Government of being flies on the wheel
because they confessed themselves unable to prevent de-
pression and to create prosperity throughout the country,
Now, here is a question that obviously comes ander the con -
trol of the Administration, it is one of the questions which it
is the duty of the Government to deal with, and the hon.
gentlemen on the Treasury benches confess their incapacity
to deal with it, They confess that the question is sur-
rounded with so many difficulties that they cannot present
to Parliament a satisfactory measure, and they ask that a
Committee be appointed of gentlemen better qualified to
discharge those duties which they seem to shirk or to be
unsble to perform. It does seem to me, that if the hon.
gentleman is unable to propose & proper measure, and
admits that neither he nor his colleagues can deal with the
question satisfactorily, he is hardly in a position to indicate
who in this House are competent to deal with this particular
question, and he ought to have proposed a Committee to
ascertain who in this House are best qualified to discharge
those duties which the Government admit that they
themselves are unable efficiently to discharge,

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. Waell, if we are not
competent to select the Committee to deal with the subject,
we are not competent to select men to select the Com-
mittee. With respect to the remark made by my hon. friend
from L'Islet (Mr. Casgrain), I would say that the Com-
mittee is large of necessity, because there are representa-
tives upon it from every one of the Provinces, who will be
able to speak with some degree of authority with respect
to their several localities. The resolution has been pur-
posely framed without saying that the Committee should
report from time to time. They are asked to examine into
the whole subject, and to report upon it. If they desire to
report from time to time they will ask for permission to do so,
and the House, as & general rule, grants that request. In the
same way, if they come to such & conclusion as to be prepared
toreport a Bill, they will ask to report the Bill, and no doubt
the House will allow them to report the measure. Hon.
gentlemen on the other side say the Government ought to
introduce a measure; the Government ought certainly to
introduce one if they made up their minds a measure
ought to be introduced. But they have not made up their
minds, and as they desire to get information they ask that
a Committee be formed. That is the custom, and the
proper custom, for the Government of the day, who are
supposed to lead the House, to take when they desire
information. They do it either by & Committee of the
House or by a Commission; and when the Government get
full information and have considered it they will be in a
position, and not before, to make up their minds what
course® ought to be iaken on the important subject. The
hon. gentleman says that we should go on without infor-
mation, that we should make up our minds at once, and
becauso we want information we are not capable. We
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have not got the hardihood of ignorance; we desire to get
information, and on getting information will prepare a
measure of some kind. A Government may be in too
great a hurry to introduce a measure. 1 remember a
measure being introduced by the hon. member for Both-
well (Mr Mills) to grant all the lands in the North-West
to railways, and when that was quoted against the Govern-
ment the leader of the party said that was merely a private
balioon introduced to see what the opinion of the House
was, and not for the purpose of legislation at all.

Mr. MACKENZIE., That was stated at the time as the
hon, gentleman will recollect,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. That was a declaration of
ignorance and incapacity.

Mr. MACKENZIE. Ido think the Government might
be informed by their own endeavors. They shonld take
the best steps to get the information they require and not
shift the responsibility of a measure of this kind to & Com-
nittee of the House. I never knew of such a proceeding
before.

Mr. BLAKE., I was quite misunderstood by the hon.
gentleman, I do not question for a moment the ignorance
and incapacity of hon, gentlemen opposite.

Mr. CASEY. It seems to me that this question really
includes two separate heads. There is the question as to
the necessity of any bankruptey law and the question as to
tho exact constitutional mode of dealing with it—as to
whether we have a right to pass anything else than a full
Bankruptey Act. With regard to the question of fact, the
right hon. the Premier appeared, from the newspaper re-
ports, to be quite satisfied some time ago, when he spoke to
the chambers of commerce in England, that there was no
doubt as to the desirability of such a law, .

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman must
revive his recollection of what I did say as reported.

Mr, CASEY. My present recollection is that he made no
objection to the statement of the chambers of commerce
that such a law was desirable, but apologised for not having
introduced a law of that kind on the ground that the thick-
headed rural population, whose minds were not opened to
commercial subjects, were opposed to it. I understood also
very clearly, from the reports of the hon. gentleman’s re-
marke, which appeared from time to time, without contra-
diction, that he assured the English chambers of commerce
he would use his best endeavors to persuade his thick-
headed sapporters to consider the subject and introduce a
Bill. But there is the constitutional point. Is it possible
that the right hon. gentleman should need any information
on the constitutional point? Is it possible that the brilliant
success which has attended his late attempts at interpreting
the constitution of the country has lead him to doubt in
any way his capacity of judging this great constitution of
which he had so large & share in forming ? It appears from
his second explanation ~his explanation of his explanation—
that it is not 1n order to settle any of these points the
Committee is appointed. It appears that the Govern-
ment have not made up their minds; they do not
know whether it is expedient to introduce a measure
of this kind or not, and they have appointed
this Commit{ee to make up their minds for them. I do not
know if that is in harmony with precedent in this House. I
do not remember any instance during the late Administration
of the Government having appointed a Committee to make
up the Government’s mind. In regard to the Bill introduced
by the hon. member for Bothwell when he was Minister
of the Interior with reference to the granting of lands to
railways in the North-West, that may have been & private
balloon as the hon.member says. My hon. friend (Mr, Mac-
kenzie) said it was announced at the time that the Bill was

Sir Joun A, MAcDONALD,

only intended to sound gublic opinion. At all events, the
hon. the Minister of the Interior then took the responsibility
for his scheme, He laid it before the House and said he
was prepared to stand or fall by it.  When an hon. gentle-
man brings forward a Bill in detail he declares thereby his
responsibility for it, and that was what the hon. member tor
Bothwell did. The leader of the present Government has
not even dared to go so far as that. He has not dared to
send out a private balloon, but has appointed a Committee
to construct a private balloon for him and send it out, as he
does not wish to take the risk himself.

Mr. CURRAN. The commercial community, so far as I
am informed, and I have very good opportunities of kaow-
ing, are thoroughly in earnest about having & Bill for the
equitable distribntion of insolvents’ assets, and I am satis.
fied they will view with a certain amount of alarm the tone
that has been infused into this debate by hon. members
opposite, who appear to make it rather a political question
for party bickering than to take into consideration the
interests of the commercial community who have been
asking, for some time past, for a law that will enable them
to wind up insolvent estates in such a manner as will mete
out justice to all the creditors. I am satisfied that the com-
munity at large will view with satisfaction the move to
bring this matter to a satisfactory result, and as we are
beginning early in the Session the Committee will be able
to report at an early day, and we may be able before the
end of the Session to get through such a measure as will
afford that relief to the community which they are so
anxious to obtain.

Motion agreed to.
THOE CENSUS.

On the Orders of the Day being called,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. 1 would like to enquire
of the Minister of Agriculture whether the fourth volume of
the Census has been issued, and, if not, when he expects to
be able to place it in our hands? Also, if he can say any-
thing about the forwardness of the fifth volum-.

Mr. POPE. I cannotsay anything about the fifth volume,
because I am not aware of its existence. The fourth volume
is nearly ready, and I ehall soon be able to lay it on the
Table.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. In a fortnight?

Mr, POPE. Perhaps not in a fortpight. The printer is
getting on well with the volume. '

Mr. MILLS. '[‘om_orrow ?
Mr. POPE. Not tomorrow.

QUESTIONS OF PRIVILEGE.

Mr. BENSON. Irise to a question of privilege. My
attention has been called to a paragraph which appeared in
Wednesday's issue of the Daily Globe. It runs as tollows :—

“The Annual Repert of the Minister of Inland Revenue shows that
Mr. Benson, Tory M. P. for South Grenville, owes the Government
§3,840 for arrears of rent for water power on the Williamsburg Oanal.
The Government cannot be expected to collect this debt so long as Mr.
Benson sapports them faithfully, and Mr. Benson will scarcely be in a

osition to gct independently upon party questions unless he pays up

8 AITEATS.

Mr. Spesaker, for reasons which it would take too long to
explain, the Government have hitherfo been unable to sap-
ply me with the water power to which this has reference,
and having received nothing from the Government I owe
nothing to the Government. The Department of Railways
and Canals acknowledged this fact, but the Inland Revenue,
being a purely collecting Department, refased to recognise
any counter claim against any other of the Departments
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unless it were allowed by His Excellency the Governor in
Counecil.. Therefore, this charge remains on the books of
the Inland Revenue Department, though I have explained
time and again that I never owed one oent to the Govern-
ment for water power because I never got it.

Mr. GAULT. I would like to call the attention of the
House to a similar article which appeared in the Giobe in
refercnce t6 myself. It says that Mr. A. F. Gault, my
brother, owes a large amount to the Government for the
hydraunlic power on the Cornwall Canal, and that, therefore,
I cannot give an independent vote. To-day I have gone to
the Inland Revenue Department, and I find that Mr, A. F,
Gault does not owe one single cent to the Government, but
that his rent has been paid to the 1st of January, 1885. To
show the favors that this Government grants to its friends,
1 may say that my brother's mill was burnt down in 1883,
The Government was asked if it would not remit the rental
for the time the mill was not running, and the Government
positively refused to remit one shilling That is the sort
of favor it grants to its friends. I believe, if it was to its
enemies, the case would be very different. We kuow that
Mr, George Stephen, the President of the Cornwall Pattern
Company, got his privilege for one dollar per annum
forever.

An hon. MEMBER. When was that ?

Mr. GAULT. 1 believe that was under the Ministry of
the Hon. Mr. Mackenzie. However, my brother does no!
owe one cent to the Government, and the article is untrue.

Mr. MACKENZIE. I can onlysay that I have no recol-
lection of giving water power to anybody for a mill, and the
hon. gentleman had better take an opportunity of proving
his statement.

Mr. CASEY. It is very embarrassing to these hon.
gentlemen ——

Some hon, MEMBERS, Order.

REPORT OF THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT.

Mr. BLAKE, I desire to call attention to the fact that,
though the Report of the Department of the Interior seems
1o have been supplied to the press and was laid on the Table
on the second day of the Session, members of Parliament
cannot get it,

Mr. MITCHELL. I would like members on both sides
of the House who ropresent the Government and the Oppos-
ition to speak a little Jouder. We who sit in this pait of
the House cannot hear one quarter of what is said by the
bon. the Premier or by the leader of the Opposition.

Mr. BLAKE. I was complaining that, although the Report
of the Department of the Interior had been laid upoun the
Table the second day of the Session with great pomp by the
First Minister, and had gone to all the newspapers of the
country, yet it has not been distribauted to the members of
the House,

Mr, MITCHELL. That is a tone of voice which suits very
well, :

ACCOMMODATION FOR MEMBERS.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I think that, 2s 2 mat |

ter of privilege, I am entitled to call your attention, Mr.
Speaker, to a fact affecting some of the gentlemen who sit
on this side of the House, which I have no ‘doubt you will
rectify if yon can. There are a great fmany rooms which
have been heretofore put at the disposal of members of this
House—if I am correctly informed, some fourteen or fifteen.
Now, we have no objection- to hon. gentlemen on the other
side of the House having twice the number of rooms that we
on th?is side have, but it would be & great convenience if there

conld be put at the disposal of the seventy gentlemen on
this side some four or five of the fifteen rooms which I am
informed have been placed at the disposal of members.
That would be a great convenience to us in the management

of our business and our domestic affairs. I do not want to

reflect upon the previous distribution—and it would pos-

gibly have been better to refer to this matter with closed

doors—1 merely want to know if it is possible that four

or five rooms can be placed at the disposal of Her Majesty’s

loyal Opposition. Iam aware that my hon, friend beside

me (Mr. Mackenzie), as an ex-Premier, and the leader of
the Opposition have separate rooms, but it would be con-

venient if a few more could be placed at our disposal.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Of course the Government
do not interfere in the distribution of the rooms in this
House, All those arrangements rest with the Speaker and
the officers of the House, and I have no doubt that you, Sir,
will gee that every accommodation is given to both sides of
the House, and in such a way as to facilitate the public
business. I would also say that I do not know that I laid -
the Report of the Department of the Interior with any great
pomp aund circumstance of war or of peace; I laid it where
I was asked to do so by the Minister of the Interior, As to
the distribution of the report, I will not assume any respon-
ibility. Thatis a matter between the officials of the House
and the printing contractor,

Mr. MITCHELL. The right hon. gentleman seems to
forget the fact that there is a third party in the House.
‘When he speaks of dividing the rooms into two parts, he
ought not to forget that there is a little bit of & room about
big enough fo turn around in occupied by my hon. friend
opposite, myself and another gentleman, from which.a good
deal of the thunder of the third party is fulminated.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I would point out to my
hon. friend that there is a Government side of the House—
they have one side; there is an Opposition side of the
House—they have another side; and then there is the out-
side of the House, occupied by my hon. friend.

Mr. MITCHELL. I thank my right hon. friend for the
compliment. I think he begins to realise by this time
that I occupy & good deal more interest outside the House
than he has heretofore given me credit for.

Mr. SPEAKER. With regard to the distribution of the
rooms, it is a very difficult matter, because there is not
enough rooms to satisfy the wants of all the hon. members
of the House ; and I have not been able, as yet, to make
any satisfactory arrangements. I may say that the hon.
gentlemen of the Opposition have had four rooms ; that is
very nearly the number asked for by the hon. member for
South Huron, _

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I think not,

Mr. SPEAKER. Yes, they have had four—one for the
the leader of the Opposition, one for the hon. member for
East York, some hon. gentlemen from New Brunswick have
had a room, and there has been the large room, No. 6,

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT, No, that has not been
at our disposal; it is constantly occupied for Committee
purposes. The CoiOnization Committee sits there.

Mr, SPEAKER. At all events, until this Session I have
bad no complaints from hon. gentlemen of the Opposstion
that have not been attended to at once. I now find it so
difficult that I think the only satisfactory mode of dealing
with the matter is, that as all the committee rooms are
open for the use of members, they must make some ar-
rangements among themselves, as I confess I am unable to
make a satisfactory allotment. It is perfectly impossible
with the rooms now at our disposal to satisfy 200 members.
I think the House should ask the Department of Publig
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Works to make some new arrangement that will meet the
cuse—perhaps another Committee room—and then the pre-
sent Railway Commitiee room will be- available . for mem-
bers. But 1 .should be very glad indeed, so far as I can, to
satisfy hon, gentlemen on both sides of the House,

Sir RECHARD CARTWRIGHT. T have no doubt the
whips could arrange that mafter on either side if they
would take it in hand, All we want really is more small

rooms apart from those assigned to those hon. gentlemen
who ought properly to have them,

Mr, SPEAKER. I bave suggested the matter to the
whips, and I think it can be done.

Mr, TROW. I think there is somo reasonable cause of
complaint on the part of the Opposition with reference to
rooms. No. 6 really is occupied three-fourths of the Session
by various Committees. - Last Session no less than four
Committees occupiad it at various times. The only room I
am aware 'of set apart for our use is that occupied by the
leader of the Opp
for East York. the courtesy of yourself and of the hon.
member for East Durham-(Mr, Williams), the Conservative
Whi%), I procured a room here yesterday, a small room in
the lower flat, for which we are exiremely thankful. We
have nothing to conceal, nothing uncommon goes on in
our ranks; yet at the same time it is very convenient to
have a room for our own use,

Mr. FARROW. { desiro fo say a fow words on this
matter, - In the first place I would like to say that the
Opposition have no reason for complaint about oceupying
rooms in-this -House. My hon. friend who has just spoken
says that-No. 6 is taken up chiefly by Committees.- Now, I
wish to say that it is-wot. I think this is my fifteenth Ses-
sion, and 1 have been on the Immigration and Colonization
Committee ever since I have been in the House, About
four years ago the Oppesition mcmbers really ook posses-
sion of that rcom ; they claimed it as their own. Just look
into the thing for a moment. How often does that Com-
mittee mrect, and when does it meet ? If the Committee
meets once, on the average, a week, it iz about all. It meets
about ten or half past ten -o’clock in the morning, and,
generally speaking, the meeting is over by twelve o’clock
and then that room is vacant all the rest of the time. Now
we have & just cause of compleint on this side of the House.
We have not a place togo and writea private letter, or any
letter, and we have got to do it in our lodgings, or we have
got to cramp.ourselves up here after hours on these desks,
There has been a resl ground of eomplaint by the rank and
file on thisside of the House, and though they ave ioath to
get ulp yet I am not loath to get upand make a compiaiut,
and I am thankful I have an oppurlunity of saying:that we
are misused, badly used. I wish we had some one as good
as the hon, member from the south riding of my county
(8ir Richard Cartwright) to look after our interests; for we

have boen sadly neglected, and I guarantee that I am speak-

ing the solid wish of three-fourths, if not nine-tenths, of the
rapk and file.on.our side of the :Hounse. - I would also men.
tion thes theether large Committee room, No. 8, is entirely
taken up with our Frepch friends,:so-that whon I wwent to
the door the other day o mansays *“ Whoare you?” 1 began
to wonder.if I hed so in appearanece that.I wasmnot
myself, exactly. Well; at iast:-1 got him-to understand that
I had boen s memberfor a littlo “time, and by dint of grest
pezseverance I got my head in. Then I went to the other
room-oeoupied: by mry hon. friend from South Perth (Mr.
Trow) the-diberal whip who superintends that room, and I
could not even ‘get my head 'in.’ As soon as I looked in
there-were 44 many frowos as thero-were faces,: I wish,
Mr, Speskor, soving that you aro-the head and frout of this
whola question; you would give us:fair play and no favor, -
Mr, Srraxza.

ition and another for the hon. member

Mr.COCHRANE. A deputation of membersfromOutarvio
constituencies, supporting the Government, waited on your-
self, Mr. Speaker, the other day, and we were informed that
we could not have a room, as-they were all occupied.: ' We
thought that we could, porhaps, got:No. 6. We went there
and found -that it was occupied by three -members -of
Her Majesty’s loyal Opposition. It seems strange fo me
that as regards Committee rooms the members are divided
into provincial squadrons. You go to one partof the build-
ing and you find mombers from New Brunswick, in another
part are members from Nova Scotia, in another part mem-
bers from Quebec. I do not approve of this action. I hold
that we aro all members of this grand Dominion, and I
deprecate the idea that we should divide ourselves into prc-
vincial squadrons in this House. The Oppesition- have
rooms, and the leader of the Opposition has, and is, entitled
to a room, and we, the humble members of the House, are
entitled to some respect, although we may not burden
Hangard with speeches that do not contain much informa-
tion for the electors, but express opinions that injure ihe

rosperity of this country, and I may say that Hansard is
gn ened with speeches that I believe Jower the dignity of
this House in the estimation of the people. If hon. mem-
bers of the Opposition have rooms at their disposal, and ss
the Independent party has a room at its disposal, wo hum-
ble followers of the Government thould have some consid-
eration shown us. '

Mr. BLAKE. The hon.member for Huron (Mr. Farrow)
who informed us, quite unnecessarily, that he was not
beside himself, and who almost left his head inside No.
the other day by his own account, I think has left the House
and, at least, people ontside, who may learn what has been
said through the medium which the hon. member for North-
umberland objects to so much, under a misapprehension.
Room No. 8 is a large Committee room appropriated, as T
understand, to the sittings of the Privileges and Elections
Committee. That Committee seldom sits, and therefore it
is practically unused for Committee purposes, It isunder-
stood 1o be at the disposal not of the French members, but
of the French members of the Conservative party. That is
the disposition of room No. 8. If the hon. gentleman
was not recognired the other day when he went to
the door and looked in, it was his own friends who
did mot know him, who found some difficulty. in
deciphering his title and passport to admission there. No.
8 has very important functions to discharge, as we il
know, It has quasi.parliamentary fanctions, Iam thelast
one, considering the eventsrof last Session and the possible
events of this Session, to propose anything .in.regard to
room No. 8 which would interfere with that i tant part
of our Parliamentary machinery which goes on there. While
No. 8 is appropriated for purposes of Government sup-
porters, in so far as Committee exigencies will allow, it 18

| for them to decide whether it shall be devoted exclusively

to French members who support the Government or to
members of whatever Province or nationality they may be-
long. That is & matter of domestic arrangement, whichthe-
hon. - member for Huron ean settle with his estranged friends,
who did not know him the other day, just as he plegses.
The other large roomis more largoly sppropriated for
Committee-purposes than is room No..8. The Immigration
and Colonization Committeo meet much more frequently
than dooes the Priviloges and Elections Committee, and.that
room; No. 8, is also used, as 1 am informed, for some other
Committee purposes; but, subject to these oxigencios, that.
room: has for a number of years been appropriated to the
use of Opposition members generally, and I think it is &
very fair and reasonable  arrangement of which 10 one
can complain, If there were another large room
available I should not-obfect to its appropriation for the
use of Government supporiers generally. Asto the remsin-
ing rooms, the question-is a very simple one,  First;it must:
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be ascertained how many conveniont rooms are available,
and then their disposition should be made between the two
rides of the House, according to numbers in some rough
manner, and further allocation of them should be a matter
of domestic arrangement. There was one remark made by
the hon. member for East Northumberland (Mr. Cochrane)
in which I heartily agree. I should like to see the rooms,
when used, used by members irrespective of the Provinces
to which they belong, and I believe such a state of things
would do a great deal of good. I am very giad that room
No. 6 is not appropriated to any -particular Province or
nationality, bot i used generally by hon. members who are
good enough to act with me in this House.

ONTARIO'S BOUNDARIES,

Mr. MILLS enquired, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to propose any legislation, or to invite Parlia-
ment to ask for Imperial legislation to define the boundary
of the Province of Ontario upon the north and west?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. It is not the intention of
the Governmeut to prupose any: legislation, The question
as to whether it is necossary to ask for Imperial legislation
is now receiving earnest eonsideration, '

"Mr. MILLS enquired, Whether the Government propose
to- contest further the claims of Ontario to the country north
of the ‘height of land and soufh of Hudson's Bay and tho
Albany River ?

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. The Government are not
awaro .that thoy have at any time coutested the claim of
Ontario to the country north of the height of land and
south of Hudson’s Bay and the Albany River. There has
been no contestin regard to the matter.

Mr. MILLS enquired, What circumstances arose after the

12ih of - March, 1884, to prevent the Government agreeing

- to the extension of the order of reference to the Privy Coun-

- ¢il in relation to the disputed boundaries of Ontario s0-as to

embrace the whole subject of the northerly and westerly

boundaries, -as recommended by the Minister of Justice and
concarred in by an Order in Council ?

Sie JOHN A. MACDONALD. As the question pri-
marily referred to the boundary between Manitoba and
Ontario, it was considered by counsel retained both on
behalf of the Dominion and of the Province of Manitoba
that,l t~ld)e quostion between the two Provinces should be first
settled,

Mr. MILLS. Perhaps the hon. gentleman will say
whether that conclusion was reached after the Order in
Council was adopted. oo

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I presume so, but I can-
not say positively.

MONEY PAID TO J. A. WILKINSON.

Mr. MoMULLEN enquired, Whether any, and if so, what
sum or sums -of money have been paid:to J. A. Wilkinson
by the Government of the Dominion, from the first day of
January, 1884, to the first day of February, 1885, - 1f paid,
for what purpose or services, and where ?

Mr. POPE. "There was & sum of $69 paid him on lst
February, 1884, and a further sum of $262 on 23rd May in
the same year. That isall. It was paid him as valuator

IMPERIAL FEDERATION.

Mr. EDGAR enquired, Whether any correspondence has
taken place between the High Commissioner in London and
the Government on the subject of Imperial Federation, and
whether the Government has received copies of the resolu-
tions passed at the Conferences on Imperial Federation

held in London during the past year, or any communica.
tions upon the subject of Imperial Federation from the
Colonial Secretary, or from any organizations formed in
London for the purpose of promoting that object ?

Mr. CHAPLEAU. No correspondence has taken place
between the Government and the High Commissioner, or
the Colonial Secretary, or any organisation, on the subject
of Imperial Federation. The Department of the Secretary
of State has received a printed pamphlet containing the
speeches and proceedings of one of the Confarences,

Mr. EDGAR enquired, Whether it is the intention of the
Government to submit for the coneideration of the House
during the present Session any proposals upon the subject
of Federation of the Empire ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, It is not the intention,

FRIVATE BANKS AND BROKERS,

Mr. CAMERON (Middlesex) enquired, Whether it is the
intention of the Government to introduce this:Session any
legislation affecting or in any way dealing with private
banks, brokers and brokers’ offices.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. It is not the intention: of
the Government to introduce any such measure this Session,

BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES.

Mr. CAMERON (Middlesex) enquired, Is it the intention
of the Government to iniroduce any legislation this-Session
affecting benevolent or friendly societies ?

' 8ir LEONARD TILLEY. The only measure which will
affect the organisations referred to by the hon: gentleman
v;i‘g be the Insurance Bill, the firstreading of which we had
to-day.

BANK INSPECTION,

Mr, CASGRAIN enquired, Is it the intention of the Gov.
ernment to introduce some measure for securing a better
sapervision and inspection of banks ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Iv is not the intention of the
(Goveranment to introduce any such measure this Session,

' EXTENSION OF THE FISHERIE3 ACT TO THE
NORTH-WEST, ‘

Mr. HESSON enquired, Whether itis the intention of the
Government to extend the operations of the Fisheries.Acts
to the New Provinces of the North-West Territory, West
of Manitoba, and if 8o when ?

Mr. MoLELAN. There is at present an inspector, Alex.
ander McQueen, residing at Winnipeg, and an overseor, I,
C. Gilehrist, at Fort Qu’Appelle,

HARBORS IN GUYSBORO' COUNTY.

Mr. KIRK enquired, Whether the Goveramenthad, daring
recess of Parlinment, a re-survey made ‘of the barbors of
New Harbor and Port Hillford, in the county of Guysboro’,
with & view of ascertaining the probable cost of erecting &
bréakwater at-each of these‘hargars saitable tothe neces-
nities of the fishermen ? - If so, will the engineer's-report be
sabmitted to Parliament at an-early-day ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. In snswer: to ~the- hon.
gentleman [ may say that during- last summeran:exami-
nation was made of the harbor of New.Harbor, and thas
the report of the Chief Engineer on that cxamiuvation may
be submitted to Parliament if asked.for by amAddress. - As
to the other harbor the Department knows nothing of &
harbor bearing that name, ”
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Mr. KIRK. It is also known as Indian Harbor, -

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I am sorry the hon. gentle-
man gave it under another name, I am not prepared to
answer that part of the question to-day.

WHITE POINT, N.S., BREAKWATER.

Mr, FORBES enquired, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to repair, during next summer, the White Point
Breakwater, Queen’s County, Nova Scotia, recently very
badly damaged ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The information I have
about this work is to the effect that it would cost & large
sum of money to repair it, and that it has been reported
to the Department as being one upon which we should not
expend so large a sum of money, and therefore it is not the
intention to touch it at present.

OFFICE OF MINISTER OF RAILWAYS.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The leader of the Oppo-
sition asked me yesterday s quostion, only & portion of
which I was able to answer. I may now state that the late
Minister of Railways was in Canada during the recess, be-
tweeun the Session of 18£3 and that of 1884, sixty days.

DISALLOWANCE OF PROVINCIAL ACTS.
Mr. BLAKE moved for:

Copies ot all Orders iz Council, reports and correspondence, not
already brought down, in reference to the exercise or non-exercise o’
the power of disallowance as to any Provincial Acts; with a statement
of the dates of prorogation of each of the Provincial Assemblies; and
of the dates at which the Acts ot the Session were received at Uttawa;
and a copy of the despatches addressed to the Lieutenant-Governors on
the subject of the transmission to the Government of Canada of such
Acts ; and like papers with reference to the action on reserved Bills.

He said: In making this motion, I call attention to the fact
that an order, which was made at an early period of last
Session, for the transactions with reference to these Acts, was
not complied with, and I was informed privately that it was
because it was desired to make a very careful chronological
arrangement which would perhaps prevest ithe work being
done during the Session. 1 bave reason to believe that the
return i8 ready, and I hope it will be presented at once,
before the press of business comes on, because as it
is & bulky return it will otherwise be really impossible
to give proper aitention to it after it is before us. I will
venture to make & suggestion to the hon. gentleman
opposjte in this connection. It is quite clear that these
important transactions are a proper subject of communica-
tion to Parliament. The report of the Minister of Justice
at present consists of five lines, in which he addresses to
His Excellency the report of the Inspector of Penitentia-
ries. If thereport of the Minister of Justice would contain
a few more lines, in which he would declare that he also
communicated the whole of the transactions with reference
to Provincial Acts, and the report were printed and brought
down to usin that form, at the commencement of the Session,
it would greatly facilitate our dealing with the subject.
The papers, though prepared chronologically and L:ought
down during the Session, are very apu o bedisarranged nthe
process of printing. I took great trouble, whrn I happenea
to be Minister, to prep re, in answer to an Address, a very
large batch of these paners, and to see that they were chro-
nologically a.tanged ; but in the Sessional Papers they are
at sixes and severs, and it is like looking for a needle in a
bundle of hay to find any particular paper. The chronolo-
gical arrangement of these papers is of considerable conse-
quence, becanse, when so arranged, they indicate at a
glance the turn of mind of each Minister of Justice, and the
course of the disallowance of Provincial Acte, and it seems
Sir Hecron LANGEVIN, '

to me that it would be an improvement in the practice if
some such arrangement as I suggest were pursned in the
future, ‘ ,

Motion agreed to.

ONTARIO’S BOUNDARIES.
Mr, MILLS moved for :

Copies of all Orders in Council, Imperial, Osnadian or Provincial, in
the hands of the Government, and not already laid before Parliament,
relating to the disputed boundaries of Ontario ; also all despatches and
correspondence with any of the Provinces and with the Imperial Gov-
ernment upon the same subject. :

He said: The House is no doubt familiar with all the
facts connected with this boundary dispute, and knows that
so far as the claims of Manitoba are concerned, the report
of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council confirms the
conclusion reached hy the arbitrators in 1878, There were
questions as {0 certain portions of the disputed territury
which the hon. leader of the Governmentdid not permit to be
submitted to the Judicial Committee for their consideration.
We have all along understood that hon, gentlemen were most
anxious, in accordance with the motion proposed and carried
1n this House, that this question should be referred to the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, to be disposed of.
The country is anxious to know whether the Government
intend further to contest the claims of Ontario to the
territory lying north of the height of land and south
of Hudson’s Bay and the Albany River. This was not
gubmitted to the Judicial Committee for any report on
the subject. The committee have intimat their
intention to recommend to Her Majesty a measuie,
for the purpose of confirming the boundaries, so far as
they were called upon to report on the subject; but
there is & very considerable section of the disputed ‘boun-
daries on which the opinion of the committee was not
asked, and it is no doubt important, if we are to have Im-

erial legislation on the snbject, that this portion of the

undaries shall be dealt with, as well as that upon which
the committee have made a report. I think it is desirable
that we shonld know what the Government intend to do on
this subject, and what conclusion they have reached in
their correspondence with the Governmrent of Ontario in
relation to this pertioa of the boundary.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I quite agree with the
hon. gentleman, that it is advisable this question should
be settled and the whole boundary west and north
determined early aund for ever. This return will be
brought down, a8 well a8 any legal correspondence going on
just now,

Motion agreed to.

SHORT LINE TO THE SEA COAST.

; Mr. CASGRAIN, This motion, which is on the Orders
or:

Copy of the report of survey made by Mr. Wicksteed, O.E., of the
proper location of the sc-called Short Line 1o the sea coast ; also of the
reports made by 8. L. Light, O. E,, and other engineers, und all corres-
pondence relative to the said Short Line, and the surveys thereof—

was granted the day before yesterday; but 1 desire to call
the attention of my hon. friend the Minister of Pablic
Works, who takes a great interest in this matier, as far a8
the City of Quebec is concerned, to the importance of bring-
ing down these papers as speedily as possible. The Quebec
population to-day is very anxious to have a decision upon
this point, and are urging their claims with great-foree, so
that if the report be brought down as soon as possible it will
meet the wishes of the people of Quebec, and I think the
hon. the Prime Minister has a great regard for his Quebec
friends, even those on the Opposition benches. At thesame
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time, I desire to call attention to the wording of the motion
in the Order paper in French, by which it might appear 1
was casting a siur on the subject itself. The word cette is
used (cette courte ligne) instead of ainsi appelée (the said).
I beg leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion withdrawn,

DREDGES, TUGS AND S8COWS.

Mr. JAGKSOXN moved for:

Return showing the number of dredges, tugs and dumping

scows built in the United States for the Government of Oanads, during
the years 1883 and 1884, el;owinsdwhere they were built, giving the con-
tractor’s name, and the price paid for the same.
He said: During the Session of 1883 the Government of
Canada built or caused to be built, in the city of Lockport,
State of New York, two dredges, two tugs, and four dump-
ing ecows, for service in the Dominion. I, being a lumber-
man or timber dealer, having an office in Tonawanda, New
York, within somo 16 miles of Lockport, and hearing the
Canadian Government were getting dredges built at Lock-
port, went there to ascertain the facts for myself. I saw
one of the contractors who was there. I alsosaw Mr. James
Jackson, the senijor partner of the firm of Jackson & Son,
mill owners, who furnished the contractors with timber, and
lumber. Frem these gentlemen I ascertained the facts de-
sired, with the exception of the price paid by the Govern-
ment. That price was given to the House by the hon. the
Minister of Public Works on the 8rd March, 1884, when he
stated that $53,775 had been paid for two tugs and two
dredges, not inclading the scows. Add the price of those
sCOWs to the above, und I believe it would make the price
not less than $65,000. In 1884 the Government
duplicated that order. The same contractors, Sutton &
Morgan, aga‘n built for the Canadian Governmert,
two dredges, two tugs, and four scows. This time the
tngs were built in Buffalo and the dredges in Tona-
- wanda. When they were being launched, one of the
dredges was named Sir John Macdorald,in honor of the
hon. tho Premier. I have no means of knowing the
. price paid for these, but I presume it would be about the
same amount of $65,000, which would make $130,0¢0 paid
by the Government within the last two years to foster and
build up the industries of the United States. In 1878, and
agsin in 1882, the people were told to vote for the National
Pohoy, in erder to build up the industries of this country,
In Dundas, in 1877, the First Minister said :

“I and my friends have nailed our colors to the mast. We want to
keep Oanada for the Oanadians, and not allow it to be a slaughter mar-
ket for the United States. We declare war to the knife against the
opposite policy. We are not sailing north by south.”

- Is this keeping Canada for the Canadians? I say it is not.
- It is Canada for the United States. We have had numbers
- of dredges and boats built throughout this Dominion—
they have been built in the Maritime Provinces and in
Montreal, in Port Dolhousie and in St.Catharines. And I
want here to mention that Muir Bros., of Port Dalhousie,
and Mr, Shickluna, of St. Catharines, advertised to build
dredges and boats equal to any builders in the world. Have
wo not got machinists and mechanics, have we not skill, and
- have we not the tirhber, and the very same timber that was
- used to build these boats in 1883 was grown in the county
of Haldimand, was sent to Tonawanda, and was furnished
to Jackson & Son, of Lockport, who farnished it to the
contractors, and in 1884 the timber that was put into those
dredges and boats built for the Government grew in the
counties of Norfolk and Lambton and was shipped to Tona-
wanda and rold to the same parties at Lockport who fur-
ished it to the contractors. These are facts which canuot
be contradicted, and, as & member of this House, I think it
my daty to show the people of this country, who have no
way ot knowing these things, that this Government has

spent this money to advance the enterprises of the United
States.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, I do not know whether
the hon. gentloman wishes to have this return a second
time, but the statements required by him were communi.
cated to the House last Session. I suppose he waated to
make a statoment himself, which I am sorry I could not
hear distinctly in my place here, but I understood from him
that he found fault with the Government, or with my De-
partment, as a portion of the Government, for having given
the contract for these scows and dredges to an American
firra, This matter was fully explained last Session. It was
shown that we had taken all the precautions we c.uld to
have this work done here, and had called on a large num-
ber of merchants and others, who were in & position, a8 we
thought, to furnish the timber and to build the scows and
dredges, and that these contractors and builders and mer-
chanta refused, and stated that they could not doit,and that
under these circumstances, a8 we had to obtain these scows
and dredges, they wero obtained from this firm—I do not
remember now the name—at Lockport, and they completed
their contract to the satiefaction of the Department. I
showed at that time also, that we had called for tenders
for scows in the Province ¢f Quebec, and that we ocould
not obtain tenders for that work. I also showed that
a number of other parties who wanted similar work per-
formed had to go to that place in Lockport; and now [
may say, in addition to that, that I have obtained a state.
meot to this effect, that the timber required for the con.
straction of a ferry boat for the Canada Atlantic Railway,
at Cotean, was obiained from the same locality in the United
States, for the same reason, that it could not be obtained
here, and that Messrs. Allan & Nicholson, contractors for
works at the Galops Canal, after making diligent search
throughout the country, from Sault $te, Marie to the Mari.
time Provinces, were compelled to have a dredge constract.
ed at Lockport, similar to that sapplied to the Domirion
Government. We required the best machivery, the best
work and the best plan, and we had to obtain it. In addi.
tion to that, the machinery for a dredge at Chatham, Ont,,
is being construoted at Lockport, for Mr, Martin, the presi-
dent of the Chatham Dredging Company, whose dredge the
Department has employed for two yoars. A year ago the
Department, deriring to construct two dredges and scows,
invited offers from timber merchants in Canada, who
all declined to tender, and the scows remained unbuilt,
[ may eay that this last fall tenders were again iuvited,
but none of these leading merchants submitted offers, and
the tender of Hurteau & Co., Montroal, was accepted.
The timber was to be delivered at Ottawa; a portion has
been delivered, and it seems that what has been received
has come in bond from the United States, showing that
Hurteau & Co. had to procure the timber out of Canada,
The fact is, this work required a special sort of timber, and
we have obtained it where it could be got. - The hon. gen-
tleman may be sure that it is my desire and the desire of
the Government that all these works should bs executed
here in our own country, and so far as possible that has
been done. In order to show that we desired to obtain this
timber in Canada, I repeat that last winter we called for
ienders in the way I have just stated, and this firm of Hur-
teau & Co., of Montreal, having tendered, we gave the con-
tract to them, and it is they who have procured the timber
from the United States, and delivered it here at Ottawa. Of
course, if the hon. gentleman requires this statement again,
we will get it for him,

Mr. JACKSON. The hon. Minister of Public Works
does not meet my point. There was a second order—an
additional order for which the timber could be got in Canada,

Mr. BLAKE. I am very sorry that in this wooden
country of ours we are unable to find timber for these pur-
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poses. My hon., friesd only alluded to oue portion
of the subject. As to that portion which he did not
allude to, it is quite obvious that a very special quality of
timber was required, in order that the vessel might be
worthy of its name, becanse the bon. gentleman mentioned
that one of these tugs was to be called the John 4 Macdon.
ald, It is alittle singular that while we are raising statues
to our distinguished men, we have to take American timber
to raise & monument to the right hon. gentleman. I hope
the tug will get up steam and blow off steam, as(its name
shows it onght to.

Motion agreed to.
TOLILS ON CERTAIN RAILWAY COMPANIES,

Mr, MULOCK moved for:

(a.) A statement showing all tolls of the Northera Railway Come
psny of Oanada, the Hamilton and North-Western Railway Company,
and he Norihern and Pacific Junction Railway Company respectively ;

(b.) Oopies of the respective by-laws of sach companies, fixing and
regulating ~uch tolls;

l(l‘:.) Copies of any Orders_in Oouncil approving of any of such
to

Hesaid : I would be glad if the returns asked for here
conld be brought down at an early date. A widespread
impression prevails in the seotion of country served by 1ihe
Northern Railway and the Hamilton and North-Western
Railway, that their tolls are exressive and unreasonable ; and
inasmuch as they require the sanction of the Government, in
order to their validity, itis praper that those who have griev-
ances should have au opportunity of applying to Parliament
for vedress. A portion of this motion, I think, is8 more par-
ticularly important, in view of the fact, as I understand it
tbat the Northern Railway Company bas leased the North-
ern Pacific Junction Railway Company, which was
largely aided by this House, with & view of making it, as
far a8 possible, a cheap line, for the convenience of the
whole Province. I do not know whether the information 1
have laid before the House is well founded or not, but the
~ production of the schedule of rates will give us material on
which to form aa opinjoo,

Motion sgreed to,

ABOLITION OF THE DUTY ON GRAIN, &o,
Mr. CAMERON (West Middlesex) moved for :

Copies of all correspondence, memorials, petitions or other documents
relating to the abolition of the duty on grain, flourand coal, daring 1884
and up to the present time,

Mr. BOWELL. There is no correspondercs of this char-
. acter repeived by the Government, that I am aware of, nor
have I been able to ascertain from the Finance Minister
that be has any. Bat should there be aby such correspond.
ence it will be brought down,

Motion agreed to.

OHURCH POINT AND TROUT COVE PIERS.

Mr. VAIL moved for:

Oopy of the report for 1884, of thse resident engineer cf the Maritime
. Provinces, oa ths Ohurch Point and Trout Cove Piera.

8ir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I have no objection to the
ﬂl«:gﬁon of the motion, if it is worded so asto call for ecopy
of the report made by the chief engineer of the Department
of Pablie Works. I saggest this change because roports of
local engineers sent to the Department are not in shapo to
be presented to Parliamont. They contain information
obtained for the chief engineer, who condensos it aud places
it before the head of the Department.

Mr, YAIL. 1 have no objection to the change being
made, provided the result will be the same; but I am a little
Mr. Brakz.

surprised to hear the Minister of Public Works say that this
House cannot ¢all upou publio officials for what may::be
oonsidered official reports, It seems to.ms .that-the.-chiof
engineer is hardly in a position to give us .the necessary
information, unless he forwards us the report of the.resident
engineer, I do not know that the chief engineer has been
in any of the Maritime Provinces this year—I sm sure he
has not been in Nova Scotia—and we must in that case
depend aitogether on any portions of the report submitted
by the resident engineer, which be, the chief engineer, may
choose to furnish,

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, This course is always
followed in all matters connected with engineering,  The
chief engineer of a railway, for example, cannot ascertain
everything himself, but he.obtains data from sub-engineers,
and all information is collected by him and embodied in his
report,

Motion, as amended, agroed to,

RECEIPTS OF INTERIOR DEPARTMENT,

Mr, BLAKE. The House may, perhaps, reccllect having
heard read, some little time ago, & letter, which I re-read the
other day and which forms the subject of the present motion
—a letter in which the Deputy Minister of the Interior
presented to the Ilouse of Commons his estimate as to the
receipts of the Department from the .sale.of.agricultural
and coal lands, rents of grazing lands, timber dues and sale
of mineral lands, other than cosl, with the royalties from
the minerals, between 1st January, 1883, and 3ist Decem-
ber, 1891, both inclasive, as amounting to not less than
$53,000,000. I have not had time, because I only received
8 copy of the report of the Department of the Interior a
few moments ago, to escertain how far this conclusion is
borne out, as regards all the elements of which it is ¢om.
posed, for the period which has elapsed and which is covered
in the report, The letter speaks of the calendar, while the
report deals with the fiscal year, and this year I observe
the report does not do what it did last year, viz.,, give the
returns also for the last six months of the year shich. im-
mediately preceded it ; 8o the information. is.not before us;
nor am I able to ascertain, from the circumstence.of having
received the report only a fow moments ago, how -the mat.
ter stands in regard to timber dues, royalties and timber
and grazing lands, But I observe, taking the fiscal .instead
of the calendar year, that the rt states that the receipts
for the fiscal years 1882-1883, from .homesteal and pre-
emption fees, from ordinary sales, cash and eorip, and
sales to colonization companies, amougted. -to,.in. ronnd
numbers, §925,000, while for the years 18831884 the sum
under those heads amounted 1o - $790,000; making:-sa
‘aggregate of $830,000, or over $100,000 - iess .than.ibe..xe-
ceipts for the fiscal years 188182 from :the: same:;sources,
Omnitting for the moment the revennes.-from timber:.dnes,
royalties from mining lands and rents: from.graaing -leads,
which I am not able-to deal with at this instant—eand of
course we know that under the present smrangement and
Adminpistration we may expect a greut. deal from 1ihose
sources, owing to the mode in which the Government havo
been husbanding the timber lands of . the- North-West. and
dealing with the mineral and grazing Yands thero—I am np-
able to state how much should .be.added .10 the calculation ;
but it would require an average, for the nine years, of about
$644,000 a year, from all sources, to-meet the estimate laid
before Parliament. In these last two fiscal years—and I sas-
pect the revenues for the two calendar years 1883.84 will be
somowhat smaller than the revenue for the two fisoal years—
the revenues amounted to $1,700,000, which would leave a
sam of $3,000,000 & year as the avernge for the next seven
years, to be received from all sources, in orderthat the
estimate may.be earried out. ..As.-the .eatimate was. mado
with so much care -and comaideration, and has. been so
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aceurately verified -up to this{time by results, I am sure
it ‘would add to the satisfaction of the House and the
country to have the details on which it is based divided into
different headings. - I therefore beg to move for:

Statement shcwiug the estimated receipts for each year, in respect
of each elass of public property deseribed in the letter making the
aggregate of sciooo,ooo mentioned in the following letter of A. M.
Burgeass, Deputy Minister of the Interior, read to this House on 4th May,
1883: - E )

“Orrawa, 41h May, 1883,

‘¢ Sin,—Having given the subject my best and fullest consideration, I
estimate that the receipts of this Department from the sale of agricultural
and coal lands, timber dues, rents of grazing lands aud sale of mineral
1ands other-than eoal, with the royalties from the minerals, between the
1t of January, 1883, and 31st of December, 1881, both inclusive, will
amount % not less than $58,000,000,”

" And also, for a statement in detail of the actual receipts in respoet
cf each snch class for-each-of the years 1833 and 1884,

Mation agreed to.
CANADIAN FISHERIES,

Mr. MULOCK moved for:

Copies of all Minutes of Council, Reports to Council and of corres.
pondence betweea the Oanadian Government and the British Govern-
ment, or any of its officers or members, not already laid before Parlia-
ment, relating to the so-called fishery question, from the 1st of July,
1867, up:to the time of the signing of the Washington Treaty.

Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD. Iamunder theimpression
that ‘all Minutes of ‘Council and all papers of any conse-
quence relating to the so-called fishery question were laid
before Parliament long ago. ~ If the hon. member thinks of
any papers that have been;omitted, I shall be glad to receivo
a hint ag to where they shall be found.

Mr. MULOCK, I am aware that, in the year 1872,
certain documents relating 1o the Washington Treaty were
laid before tho House. On April 12th, of that year, the
Governor General transmitted certain docaments, and on the
18th of the same month,.an Address was adopted by this
House, desiring that certain other documeonts be laid
before it. The Address to which I refer was somewhat in
the - same -direction as is that of the present motion,
though, perhaps, not quite so comprehensive—at least
it does not embrace the same period of time. It stops
with tho date of the appointment of the commissioners.
My motion asks for all correspondence not already brought
down—that i3, correspondence existing up to the time of
the signing of the treaty, which was some time afterwards.
I have examized the documents printed in the Sessional Pa.
pers, and also those not printed, which are now to be seen in
the office of the Clerk of Routine and Records, and it is just
from the examinations of those papers that I find evidence
to satisfy me that Parliament has not yet been placed in
fossession of some very important documents. For instance,

may direct the attention of the right hon. Minister to
the memorandum which I find in the Sessional Papers of
1872, No. 18. It is a copy of the Report of the Committee
of the Privy Couneil, dated 28th of July, 1871, and submit-
ted to His Excellency the Governor General. It is rather
lengtby, bat I find in it pagsages like these:

‘¢ The Earl of Kimberly, after observing that the Canadian Govern-
ment took thke initiative in suggesting that a joint British and Ameritan

Uommission ghould be appointed, with a view to settle the disputes
which had ariecen .as to the interpretation of the tieaty of 1818, pro-

ceeds to state,’ &e.

From this it appears that the Earl of Kimberly stated that
the Canadian Government took the initiative in those pro-
ceedings and negotiations which culminated in the ap-
pointment of & Joint Commission, and resulted in the treaty.
But if we look at the documents produced, we find, in point
of time, that the earliest is ane dated on the 26th January,
1871, The appointment of the commissioners was made
on the 8th of Iebruary, 1871, only thirteen days after the
date of the .only document we have produced, which was
prior in date to the appointment of the commissioners,

Now we know, as a matter of unwritten history, that ne-
gotiations between this Government- and the Imperial
aathorities, in the direction of this treaty, in the direction
of the appointment of the Commission, occupied a coobsid-
erable period of time, and it is reasonable to suppose that
communications, or correspondence not necessarily of a
private character, passed between the Government of
Canada and the Government of England before that
additional step of appointing the commissionors, Bat I
find a farther passage in this report as follows :—

¢t When the Canadian Government tcok the initiative of suggesting
the appointment of a Joint British and American Commisgion, they
never contemplated the surrender of their territorial rights, and the
had no resgon to suppose that Her Msjestj’s Government entertaiue
the gentiments expressed by the Earl «f Kimberly in his recent
despatch.”
Now if the Government contemplated anything at all in re-
gard to the Commission, I presame their views are on
record somewhere. They initiated the negotiations which
resulted in the Commission. They, no doubt, expressed
their views to the lmperial authorities, and no doubt the

‘Imperial authorities duly considered them, if they did not

thick proper ultimately to adopt them. &his memorandum

says that the views entertained as to the Commission by the

Imperial authorities were not those entertained by the

Canadian Government, How were these views of the

Government communicated to the Imperial authorities,

aﬁngarior to the appointment of the Commission? Again I
oda:

‘ The Committes of the Privy Council may observe that the opposie
tion of the Government of the United States to reciprocal free trade in
the products of the two countries, was just as etrong, for some years
prior t0 1854, rs it has been since the terminaticn of the Reciprociiy
Treaty, ani that the Treaty of 1854 was obtained chiefly by the vigorous
protection of the fisheries which preceded it,and that but for the concili-
atory policy on the subject of the fisheries which Her Majesty’s Govera-
ment induced Oanada to adopt, after the sbrogation of the treaty,in 1854,
by the United States, it i3 not improbable that there would have been no
difficultyin obtaining its renewal. The Committes of the Privy Coun-
cil have adverted to the policy of Her Majesty's Government beeause
the Earl of Kimberly has stated that there is no difference in principle
between & money payment and the system of licenses calculated at s>
many dollars a ton, which was adopted by the Colonial Government
for s0 many years after the termination of the Reciprocity Treaty.”

The report goes on :

‘ Refererce to the correspondence will prove that the license eystem
was reluctantly adopted by the Canadian Government as a substitute
fur the still more objectionable policy pressed upon it by Her Majesty’a
Government, 1t having been clearly understood thst the arrangement
was of & temporary character,”

Then, quoting from Secretary Cardwell’s despatch of 3rd
March, 1866, the following occurs :—

‘ Her Majesty’s Government do not feel disincliced to allow tha
United States, for the season of 1866, the freedom of fishing granted to
them in 1854, on the distinet understanding that unless some eatisfac~
tory arrangement between the two countries be mace during the course
of the year, this privilege will cease, and all conceseions mede in the
treaty of 1854 will be liable to be withdrawn.” .

After this quotation the report proceeds:

‘“ The principle of mone{ payment for the concession has ever been
most repugnant to the feelings of the Canadian people, and has only
been entertained ia deference to the wishes of the Imperial Government.
What the Ganadians weie willing, under the circumstances, o accepias
an equivalent, was the conceession of certain commercial advantages.’’
Now, here it is stated that tke Canadians had a certain
policy on this question, that there had been correspondence
on this subject, and that the correspondence showed that the
ropresentatives of Canada desired commercial advantages
rather than a money payment. Now, thet correspondence,
perhaps, might very justly be laid before the public of
Canada at the present time. The Washington Treaty is
about to expire, and perhaps the same process may have to
be gone through again. 1 find in the Montreal Gazette of
the 15th December, 1884, an editorial article, of which the
following is & passage :—

¢ The Globe is dispased to censure Sir John A. Macdonald for not
having taken steps, ag it alleges, to effect a renewal of the fishery
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clauses of the Washington Treaty. What action the Premier may have
recommended to the British Government is in the meantime a secret,
although there is no doubt that an answer has by this time been made
to the despatch of the Home authorities a year ago, goliciting the views
ot the Canadian Government on the subject.”

Accordingly, I think it is reasonable to assume that this
very great question is, at the present time, receiving the
attention of the Government. If not, it is to be regretted,
and if as this memorandum says the Imperial authorities, on
the last occasion, misapprehended the views cntertained by
the Government of Canada, it is important, I think, that no
such mistake shounld again happen. 1t is here stated insolemn
documents approved by the Privy Council, and by the Gov-
ernment, presided over by tho same gentleman as presides
over it to day, that it is not improbable that had the Commis-
sion been instructed to press tor what is there called recipro-
cal trade relations, rather than money payments, such a result
wouldhave beon the cutcome ; and a3 none of these documents
appear on record, so far as I can find, it seems to me
it would be proper and in the interest of the public that we
should see these documents,which, according to this minute,
show that it is not improbable a Reciprocity Treaty would
have veen the outowme of the negotiations had our views
been presented on our bebalf by the Imperial anthorities in
framing the articles of the Commission, and may be expeoct-
ed as the outcome of future negotiations.

Motion agreed to.
FISHERY BOUNTIES,
Mr. FORTIN moved for:

Statement showing the number and reveral amounts of the claims
for bounties granted for the encouragement of pea fi-heries, paid in 1883
and 1884 ; the names of fishermen and of owners of fishing vessels who
received the raid bounty, the localities to which they belong and the
class of vessel or boat, with the length of keel of the latter, for which
they received the said bounty ; a statement of the cost of distributin
{.)he said bounties, and copies of all correspondence relating t» the sai§

ounties.

Mr. McLELAN, The preparation of the statement
moved for by the hon. gentleman will involve a great deal
of labor and expense, and the examination of some 40,000
papers. I would suggest to the hon. genileman that, as
iho Annual Report of the Fisheries Department will be laid
upon the Table next week, and will contain a great deal
more information with respect to the distribution of the
fishery bounties than it has done before, he should not
press his motion until he sees that report,

Motion withdrawn,

RETURNS ORDERED.

Names of persora in the employ of the Government along the line of
the Cansadian Pac fic Railway during the year 1884 ; the date of their
epgagement, th2 length cf time employed ; the work assigned themand
the salary, fee or allowance paid ; also the amount of travelling ex-
penses paid to each.—(¥r. MeMaullen.) )

Copy of the commission and the names of the commissioners ap-
pointed to proceed to British Columbia to enquire into and report upon
the Chinese difficulty in that country. The date of the commisgion-
ers engagement, the ealary or other allowance paid them, and the
amount of travelling and other expenses up to the 1st Fekruary, 1885.
~(Mr. McMulien.)

Statement showing the number of seizures made at each port of
entry in the Dominion during the last fiscal year; also during the six
months ending the 31st December lagt ; the amount of fines exacted at
each port during each of the said periods; and the mauner in which
the eaid fines were disposed of, giving the names of the officers re-
ceiving any portion thereof, and the amount received by each of such
officers out of the said fund.—(Mr. Blake.)

Copies of all Orders in Council, reports, correspondence and papers,
respecting the grant or payment ot any eubsidies to railways, other
than the Canadisn Pacific Railway, not already brought down; and
statements in det«il of all such payments to date.—(Mr. Blake.)

Copy of the commisgion or other authorisation, Order in QOouncil,
correspondence and instructions in relation to the commission issued
for the investigation of certain facts as to the condition of the industriea
of Canada during the last recess ; copy of the report of tbe commis-
siouers, and the evidence and data obtained by them ; statement in
detail of all moneys paid in resgect of the commisjsion, and an estimate
in detail of all moneys payable but as yet nupud.—(lir. Blake.) ,

Mr, MuLock,

Statement showing, for the time elapsed since the period covered’by
the order of the House of Commons of last Session, with reference to
the Superannuation Fund : 1. The number of persons on the list for the
year as entitled to the benefit of the Act; 2. The number superannuated
during the year under the Act; 3. The number retired during the year
on a gratuity under the Act; 4. The total amount paid into the fund
from the beginning by those who were during the year superannuated
or retired on a gratuity; aistisguishing between those whose superan-
nuation was caused by the abolition of office, those who were superan-
nuated otherwise, and thoze who retired on a gratuity; 5. The number
of persons on the list for the year who died in the service ;—and 6. The
total amount paid into the fund from the beginning by those who
during the year died in the service.—(Mr. Blake.

Oopies of all reports and despatches not already brought dows, from
the High Commissioner to the Government or to any Minister, and the
correspondence relating thereto.—(Mr Blake,) .

Return showing—1st. ‘The number of persons on the list of Civil Ser-
vants on the first day of January, in the years 1879-80-81-83-83-84 and 835,
separately, contributing to the Superannuatien Fuad ; 2nd. The number
of persons on the list of Civil Servants on the first day of January,
1885, entitled to the benefit of the Superannuation Act by annuity in
cage of retirement ; 3rd, The total amount paid into the fand from the
beginuing by each of those superannuated during the year 1884 ; also
the respective amounts paidfin by those granted a gratuity during the
year 1884.—(Mr. McMullen.)

Copies of all correspondence, leases, agreements and statements of
payments for rent, or taxes, or allowances to any Government employé
for the fame, for a building occupied by the engineer or assistant en-
gineers of the Trent Valley Osnal, on part of lot 2, west of Colborne
gtreet, and north of Frances street, in the valley of Fenelon Falls, Oat.
—(Mr. Cockburn.) .

Return showing the quantity of wheat, flour, corn and corpmeal
xm?orted into and exported from the various Provinces, from the 1:t of
July to the 31st December, 1884.—(Mr. Cameron, Middlesex.)

Copy of the lease of the Northern and Pacific Junction Railway
Oompany to the Northern Railway Company cf Canada, and Hamilton
and North-West Railway Company, or cither of them.—(Mr. Mulock.)

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
tae House.
Motion agreed to, and the House adjourned at 5:55 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Monxpay, 9th February, 1885,
The SrrARER took the Chair at Three o'clock.

PRrRAYERS,
CUTTING TIMBER ON INDIAN LANDS.

Mr, BLAKE, It would be in the recollection of the
House that at the last Session an Order was made for papers
on the subject of cutting timber on the lands of the Indians
at Fort William, and on that occasion the hon. Superin.
tendent of Indian Affairs asked the House to suspeund its
judgment until the papers were brought down. Thoy were
brought down, they are very voluminous, I have read them,
and I think it my duty to bring the question under the con-
sideration of the House, I think the hon. gentleman will
agree that apart from the money involved, it is rather im-
portant to that class that some attention should be paid to
their complaints, and that the Homse should have a proper
judgment of the matter. The Returns are not printed, and
I move:

_That the Return to the address of Iast Session on the subject of
t'mber of the Indians of the Fort William Mission, be printed.
Of course under the Order this will be referred to the Print-
ing Committee, and I merely preface my motion with that
statement.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. This will be referred to
the Printing Committee,

DREDGES, TUGS AND SCOWS,

Sir HEOTOR LANGEVIN. I wish torefer to astatement
made by the hon, member for South Norfolk (Mr.Jackson),
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on Friday, which I could not hear on this side of the House,
with reference 1o my Department. As reported in Hansard,
he stated that, in 1883, there had been given by my
Department a contract for dredges, tugs and scows, and that
he understood that the cost would be about $65,000, and that
an additional contract had been given in 1884 for other
dredges, tugs and scows, which he thought might cost
another $65,000, making $130,000 in all. IfI had heard
the hon, gentleman then,I would have stated st once, as I
state now, thatsince the beginning of 1884 no other contract
was given. There was only the contract which was men-
tioned in the House, and with reference to which a Return
was made last Session. So there is only one contract,
and instead of the sum being $130,000, it isonly what was
mentioned at that time, about $60,000.

FIRST READING.

Bill (No. 22) to amend the Criminal Law, to declare
it » misdemeanor 1o leave uuvguarded and exposed, holes
cut in the ice on any navigable or frequented waters.—(Mr.
Robertson, Hamilton,)

RETURNS AND STANDING COMMITTEES,

Mr. BLAKE. I would call the attention of hon. gentle-]

men opposite to the fact that a considerable number of
Returns ordered last Session have not yet been brought
down. I have a list of some of them which I will send
across the House. I would also call attention to the fact
that though we were very diligent in striking the Stand-
ing Commitiees, these Committees have not yet been called
together, It is a pity that we have lost 2 week in the
early part of the Session, and ‘I hope there will be no
further delay in getting them to work. If the acting Min-
ister of Railways were here, I would like to ask where the
Report of the Minister of Agriculture is.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. 1t is made up to the end
of the year, but not up to the end of the fiscal year.

SECOND READINGS.

Bill (No. 8) respecting the River St. Clair Railway
Bridgo and Tunnel Company.— (Mr. Bergin.)

Bill (No. 9) respecting the Canada Southern Railway
Company and the Krie and Niagara Railway Company.—
(Mr. Bergin.)

Bl (No. 10) to redace tho capital stock of the Federal
Bank of Canada, and for other purposes,—(Mr, Small.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. With reference to these
Bills, they are only printed in English, and must be printed
and distributed in French before they can be taken up by
Committees,

GOVERNMENT AND LAND COMPANY AGENT.

Mr, BLAKE enquired, Whether Mr. G. A. Simpson is
agent for the Government, as well as for the Edmonton
Saskatchewan Land Company in the District of Alberta;
and whether, in the opinion of the Government, it is ex-
pedient that the same person should be agent for the Gov-
ernment and for & land company ?

Sir JOEN A. MACDONALD. Mr. Simpson is not the
agentof the Government as well as ot the Edmonton Saskat-
chewan Land Company, but for convenience sake, agents
for land companies are allowed to act specially in settling
peopls on even numbered sections.

SABLE ISLAND COMMUNICATION.

Mr. DALY enquired, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment, during the present Session, to provide for the establish-
S :

ment of telegraphic communication between Sable Island
and the mainland of Nova Scotia; and also the means of
communicating, by telephone, between the several stations
on Sable Island ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The question of providing
for the establishment of telegraphic communication between
Sable Island and the mainland of Nova Scotia is now re.
ceiving the special attention of the Government, Astothe
means of communicating by telephone between the several
stations on Sablo Island the intention of the Department of
Marine is to have this communication,

NORTHERN AND PACIFIC JUNCTION RAILWAY.

Mr, EDGAR enquired, Whether the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company did, within six months after 12th April,
1884, or subseguently, enter into a contract with the Northern
Railway Company of Canada, and the Hamilton and North-
Western Railway Company, as lessecs of the Northern and
Pacific Junction Railway Company, agreeing- as to throngh
rates and fares according to the provisions of the agreement
under which the subsidy of $12,000 per mile was granted to
the last mentioned railway company ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The Government is not
aware that the Canadian Pacific Railway Company has
done so,

GOVERNMENT YARD3, MONTREAL.

Mr. GAULT enquired, Is it ‘the intention of the Govern.
ment to let or lease the vacant land for coal or lumber yards
fronting on the two new basins on William street, Montreal ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The basins are not come
pleted, and the question as to the best method of utilising
these basins is still under consideration,

CANNED GOODS,

Mr, GAULT enquired, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to either repeal, amend or enforce the law passed last
Sessicn with relation o cannod goods?

Mr, COSTIGAN. The intention of the Governmcnt is to
have the Act amended.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Mr, BLAKE enquired, Whether the Government will
introduce this Session any messure on the subject of the
Canadian Pacific Railway ?

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. It is not the present
intention of the Government to introduce any measure on
the subject during the present Session.

SUMMERVILLE, (N.S.), BREAKWATER.

Mr, FORBES enquired, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to reé)air the” breakwater at Summerville, Queen’s
County, N.§, during next summer ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, I am sorry Icannot answer
that to-day, but when the Hstimates come down I will be in
a position to give an answer to the hon. gentleman.

DYNAMITE LEGISLATION.

Mr. FARROW enquired, Isit theintention of the Govern-
ment this Session, to prepare special legislation to prevent
Canada being made the base of dynamite operatiouns against
England or elsewhere ? '

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. It is tho intention,
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RAILWAYS IN THE COUNTY OF GREY,
Mr. LANDERKIN moved for :

Copy of memorial from the County Council of Grey, praying for a
refund of bonuses paid by municipalities of that county in aid of rail-
ways which are now used for Dominivn purposes or tributary to such.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. 1 have enguired about
the memorial mentioned in the hon. gentleman’s motion,
butI am informed that nosuch memorial has been received.

Mr. LANDERKIN., Duoring the session of the County
Council of the County of Grey, a memorial to this effect was
passed, I understand unarnimously, and I will take this
opportunity of stating the position of the County of Grey in
reference to the aid the county has given to railways, and
I thiokI shall be able to show to the House that the County
Council was justified in memorializing the Government to
assist them when they had come to their own assistance so
liberally. The County of Grey gave to the Toronto, Grey
and Bruce Railway Company $300,000 to assist in the build-
ing of that road from Toronto to Owen Sound. Some
of the municipalities in the riding, I believe, also
gave some aid to that line, and portions of the
county have also aided other lines of railway. The Georgian
Bay and Wellington road was aided by the municipalities
along that lice to the amount of $112,000. The Grand
Trunk, Georgian Bay and Lake Erie Railway Company was
sided to the extent of $177,000. The total aid given hy the
county was $597,000, The County of Grey bas borne her
share in the burdens of the great enterprises that have been
undertaken by the Dominion. She bas taken ber share in
the aid granted to the Grand Trunk Railway Company, in
the cost of constructing the Intercolonial Railway, and also
in the cost of comstructing the Carnadian Pacific Railway,
and it is natural to supposc that the members of the County
Council would expect that, in conformity with an Act passed
1ast Session, giving sid to other roads similarly situated,
this Government would aid the Conunty of Grey by repay-
ing the bonuses granted to these railways. The County of
Grey received no assistance from the Government of Canada
for the building of her own roads. She had to do that
herself with the aid which she received from the Gov-
ernment of Ontario. Tha county is a ncw one; the
land only came into market in the year 1854, and
the county hss made wonderfal progress, so that in
the matter of population I think it stands the third
highest, in the Province of Ontario. Last Session the
Government, by the legislation which it passed in this
House, laid, not only upon that county but upon all the
counties in the Dominion of Canada, a very heavy burden.
Last Session the Government granted to the Canadian
Pacific Railway $30,000,000, not for the purpose of building
the Pacific Railway—for the Government then told us that
the Pacific Railway Company was quite able to build the
road without additional sid—but for the purpose of putting
the road through a little sooner. The amount apportioned
to the County of Grey—it being a very large county— as its
share of that loan, was not less than $500,000. The County
Council naturally felt the increase of the burden placed
upon the people of that county by that loan to the Canadian
Pucific Ruilway Company, and no doubt that was one of
the causes which compelled the County Courcil, which
moved them to memorialise the Government in a very
respectful manner to come to their assistance, after they
had so liberally aided their own roads without receiving
any assistance whatever from the Dominion Government.
These roads were chartered by the Local Government, By
the charters, the Local Government and the municipalities
had some control over them. They had their directors on
the board in the management of these railways. The
County Council of Grey had the privilege of ap-
pointing a director on the board of the Toronto,

Mr., LANDERKIN,

Grey and Bruce Railway, and I believe they had
a similar privilege in regard to the other two rail-
ways. They had a voice in the mansgement of the road,
they had a voice in the control of the road, they had the
power to say what freight rates should be levied ; but, by
an Act passed two Sessions ago in this House, that power
was taken away from tho county. The local directorate
has ceased to have any power or voice in the management
of theroad. These roads were made, by the Act that was
then passed, lines for the general advauntage of Canada, and
hence the local control and management was taken away,
and those roads became Dominion lines. The people in the
county feel that, when the Government, by the Act of Par-
liament then passed, have taken away their control, that
the Government ought to come to the rescue of the people,
when they have created Dominion lines out of those which
were built for purely local purposes, and ought to assist
them as they have rendered assistance elsewhere. The
amount of railway indebtedness that was placed upon tho
people of that county by the Government last Sestion wae,
in the matter of the loan toethe Pacific Railway, about
$500,000, and, in the matter of subsidies to the railways in
the other Provinces, about $150,060, making a total levy
which the Government has imposed upon the County of
Grey of about $650,000, This estimate, I think, will be-
found quite correct—probably it is under what was
really imposed. The representatives of the people in the
County Council naturaily felt that, when local control was
takon away from their roads and they had no voice in the
management of them, or power to say how much should be
charged for freight or passengers, it was but the necessary
sequence of those roads coming under tbe control of the
Dominion Government that they should ask that Govern-
ment to assist them, inasmuch as it had introduced a policy
of assisting local roads. This Government last Seseion in-
angurated a policy of giving aid to roads that had been
built for local purposes but had been, by its act, converted
into Dominion lines. I do not know that the policy was
inaugurated in the ordinary way or by the ordinary channels,
I do not know that the Government themselves initiated the
poliey; I believe that the supporters of the Govern-
ment from Quebee, to some extent, are responsiblo for
the policy and were the means of patting it in foree.
We did hear thep, and it has become a matter of his-
tory, that the Government refused to grant the sub-
sidies that were asked for by their supporters until it
became essential to their existence. that they should
do 50, and then they consented. I believe the consumma-
tion of that policy took “place in room No. 8. I believe it
is possible that there may be an extension of that policy
going on now, because the hon. member for East Huron
(Mr. Farrow) told us that he went to No. 8 the other day
and could not even get his nose in. Thoy did not want that
hon. gentleman to know that they wero elaborating a new
policy of a kindred nature; I suppose they were not going
1o take the hon. member for Kast Huron into their confi-
dence for he could scarcely get his nose into the room and
had to retire to No. 6. Now, ] will read to the House what
was done by the Government and by Parliament last Ses-
sion, in order to show you tbat what wns asked by the
County Council of Grey is but just and fuir to their people.
When the policy Las been imtiaied, whether it be a good
policy or u bad one I am not going to say, but when it has
been initiated and put into force for the besefit of other parts
of the country, then those people who received the aid, no
matter what Province it came from, will no doobt eome to
the rescue of those people who are situated as are the people
of Grey, and will vote as strongly for the Government to
aid those who are situated as they are as they did, time and
again, that the Government should aid others. Now, I will
not read the whole resolution, but I will just read the names
of the lines :
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To the Government of the Province of Quebec in consideration of
their having constructed the railway from Quebec to Ottawa, $954 00C.

For the portion between Montreal and Ottawa, $1,410,000.

Por the constructior of a line of railway connecting Montreal with the
harbors of St. John and Halifax, $2,550,000,

To the Quebec Central Railway Company for a line of railway from
Beauce [unction to the international boundary line, $211,200,

For the extension of the Canadian Pacific Railway from its terminus
at St. Martin's Junction, near Montreal, to the harbor of Quebec,
$960,000.

To the Great Northern Railway Company for that portion of their
railway between St. Jerome and New Glasgow, in the County of Terre-
bonne, $32,000. .

For a line of railway and bridge between the Jacques Cartier Union
Railway Junction with the Canadian Pacific Railway and St. Martin’s
Junection, $200,000.

For a line of railway from St. Louis to Richibucto, a subsidy not
exceeding $3,200 per mile, nor exceeding in the whole, $22,400.

For a line of railway from St. Andrew’s to Lachute, in the County of
Argenteuil, $22,400. ’

For a line of railway from the Grand Piles, on the River St. Maurice,
to Lake des Isles, $217,600.

Ta the Pontiac Pacific Junetion, for a line of railway from Aylmer to
Pembroke, $272,000.

To the Gatineau Railway Company for a line of railway from Kazua-
bazua to LeDesert, $1€0,000.

To the Montr2al and Western Reilway Company for a line of railway
from Lake Simon to Le Desert, $160,000.

For & branch of the Intercolonial Railway from Metapediac eastward
towards Paspebiac, in the Province of Quebec, $300,000.

All these grants make something in the neighborhood of
$7,000,000. Now, this will entail an additional burden upon
the people of the County of Grey, and it was a very natural
thing that they should come to this Government and ask in
_the most respectful manner that this Government,which has
made thesegrants to other portions of the Dominion, should
come to tbeir rescue and relicve them from the burdens
which they have assumed for the purpose of getting railway
communication. I hope the Government will give every
congideration to the memorial that was passed by the
County Council of Grey—and I can assure the hon. Minister
of Public Works that I am perfectly certain it was passed.
I understand it was presented to the Goverument, and I was
desirouns, at the earliest possible moment, of bringing it
before the Government and before the House that they
might see that a ‘county which has so largely aided rail-
ways throughout the country, and so largely contributed to
building railways in other portions of the Dominion, ought
not to be forgotten by the Government, but that every con-
sideration for the claims of that county should be given by
the Government and by this House.

Mr, LISTER. The justice of the claim put forward
by the hon. member for Grey who has just spoken must be
my excuse for saying & few words on this subject. I feel
that the municipalities which have bonused railways in
Ontario for the last eight or ten years,as well as the Province
itself, are entitled to be paid back the money expended in
the construction of those roads. I look upon this Act of last
Session as a piece~of unjustifiable confiscation of the railway
property of the Province of Ontario. 'When that Province
commenced its railway policy we know there were only one
or two roads—I think the Grand Trunk and the Great
Western; but owing to the impetus that policy gave to
railway construction almost every portion of the Province
of Ontario is now served by railways. In the construction
of those roads the Province has expended of her own funds
upwards of $8,000,600; and the different municipalities
through which the roads run have expended a sum, I
believe, exceeding $7,000,000. Now, Sir, at the last Session
of this Parliament the then Minister of Railways, without
any excuse. whatever, and I believe contrary to the true
intent of the British North America Act, caused an Act to
be passed by which the railways of the Province of Ontario
weremade Dominion property. By that Act he took away
from tho people of Ontario the right to control these roads,
the right to say by what law they should be governed,
the right to regulate them as they pleased and
vested that right in the [Parliament of this

Dominion. That, as I stated before, was, in my
opinion, an Act of confiscation, because it took away from
the people of Ontario the property of that people. Now, I
can cite to the House one example, at least, of the bad
effect of the legislation of last Session. Some time ago the
Province of Ontario passed an Act by which the roads of
that Province were made responsible unless they did certain
things for the safety of the people whom they carried.
There is no such Act of the Dominion Parliament. During
the past year a young lad lost his leg through the neglect
of one of the railway companies. He brought action
against the company, and it was held by the courts that,
under the law passed by this Parliament, the Provinece of
Ontario had no right to say what protection these railways
should give to the public. That, Sir, is one among many
reasons why this Dominion should refund to that Province
the money which it has expended. We have contributed,
ag the hon. member for Grey has just shown, not
only for the construction of our own railways, but
to the constiruction of all the great railway highways
throughout this country. We have borne our fair propor-
tion, and 1 may safely say, more than our fair proportion
in the construction of these roads, and if this Government
thinks that it is in the interest of the country that these
roads should be taken away from the jurisdiction of the
Local Legislature then I say it is but fair that this Parlia-
ment should pay back to the Province the money which
that Province has expended in the comstruetion of these
roads. And if it does pay that money back a portion of it
should go to the municipalities who have contributed the
money, because they contributed that money under a certain
state of facts. These facts have been altered, these circum-
stances have been changed by the all-powerful Acts of this
Parliament. This is a question upon which no members
from the Province of Ontario can differ, upon which every
representative from Ontario, Conservative and Reformer,
can stand on a common platform, and ask the Government
to pay back to the municipalities which have contributed
their money and paid it out, every dollar they have so con-
tributed to the construction of those roads; because, if it is
in the interest of the whole country that those lines should
be Dominion roads it is but fair that the Dominion should
pay back to the municipalities the money they have con-
tributed for their construction, I submit again that this
is a question upon which eyery representative from Ontario
can uvite and urge and force on the Government to do what,
in my opinion, is an act of simple justice, namely, to pay
back to the municipalities the money which they have paid
for the constraction of those roads.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, Since I spoke on this
motion, I have been informed thatthe memorial in question
was mailed last week 1o the Secretary of State, and, as it
was no doubt delayed, it has not yet reached the Depart-
ment of Railways. Thatinformation having been given me,
there is no objection to the motion being adopted.

Mr. ALLEN. [ think the people of the County of Grey,
as well as those of other counties in Ontario, have just
reason and cause to object to the course pursued by this
Government in respect to their railway policy. They com-
plain, and I think justly, of the distribution of the $10,000,-
000, or the amount appropriated last year for recoup-
ing tho various Provinces for railways taken from their
control. We find in the distribution of that amount, that,
in round figures, the Province of Quebec received nearly 60
cents in the dollar on the amount appropriated, that the
Lower Provinces received nearly 20 cents, British Columbia
nearly 10 conts, and the Province of Ontario, west of
Kingston, a little less than one cent on the dollar. Well, we
complain that this is not fair. We, in QOntario, are alwa;
willing to pay a fair share of the improvements of all the
other Provinces; but I think it is ooy fair that we should
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be met in the same spirit. 1 hope the Government will
take this matter into consideration, and treat honesily and
fairly the County of Grey and the other counties through
which railways, which have been declared Dominion rail-
ways, have been built. I would recommend that the Gov-
ernment appropriate $10,060,000 this Session and com-
mence the distribution with Cutario, paying them 60 cents
in the dollar and continue the scale contrary to last year's
distribution.

Mr. McMULLEN. I hope that during this Session some
steps will be taken to recoup those counties which have
paid so largely for lines of railway which have come under
the control of the Dominion. I believe the County of Duf-
ferin has been worse used than any other county in western
Canada. That county contributed very largely towards the
construction of the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway. Sub-
sequently, in order to secure competition, the people con-
tributed to the construction of the Credit Valley. Those
railways ran in opposition to each other for some cousider-
able time ; but for some time the Canadian Pacific Railway
has, unfortunately for the county, controlled both lines, and
now after the people have contributed a very large amount
of money in order to secure competition, those two linesare
operated by the same company, and the people are charged
increased rates as compared with those which formerly
prevailed. That county, 1 repeat, has paid a very large
sum of money to both those lines, and the people are placed
in this position: that the Ontario Government have virtu.
ally lost control of those railways from the fact that the
Dominion Government have declared them of general advan-
tage to Canada and under their control, consequently, the
Local Government say they have no power to interfere, thus
the people of the county areleft in a very ubpfortunate posi-
tion, I understand a memorial for their relief has been sent to
the member for Centre Wellington (Mr. Orton) ; T am not
ceriain whether it has been received, but no doubt it will be
in due time. I hope the Government will take up this ques-
tion, and that something will be done to rccoup the people
of the county for the very large sum they have contributed
torailways. The Toronto, Grey and Bruce aleo runs through
the County of Wellington. Last year the Governmert felt
it to be their duty to recoup the Province of Quebec for the
very large amount of money expended on & road which be-
came a portion of the Canadian Pacific Railway, on the

ound that it was of general advantage to Canada and
termed a link in the great through line from ocean to ocean.
I contend that the Toronto, Grey and Bruce is also a link in
that line, The Canadian Pacific Railway have been using
that line this year and a portion of last year; they now own
it, and it is used in connection with their steamers from
Owen Sound to Port Arthur, and probably will continue
to be used in that way. If Quebec was entitled to a certain
sum because one of its roads had to be appropriated to the
use of the Canadian Pacific Railway, on the same ground
the people of Dufferin and of Wellington are entitled to
be recouped because their road is used as a link in
connection with the Canadian Pacific Railway. 1
believe it is the intention of a large number of
the counties of Ontario to send deputations here for the

urpose of urging this whole question on the House and the
(E:rovernment, and [ certainly hope some action will be taken
in the direction of recouping those counties. When people
contributed their money under charters granted by the
Ontario Government, and when the Government are de-
prived of the power of seeing that the rights and privileges
and contracts entered into by the companies are carried out,
and when the Dominion Government have taken into their
own hands full control and power, it is nothing but reason-
able aud right that the Dominion Government should sce
that those people’s rights and interests are protected, and
that the money which they invested in those linece, which
arenow declared to be of general advantage to Canads,

Sir HEoTor LANGEVIN, '

should be refunded to them, on the same ground as money
invested by the people of the Province of Quebec, in a
gimilar road, has been refunded to them, I did not intend
to broach this question—1I did not know that it would come
up to-day ; but Ideem it my duty to lose no opportunity of
pressing earnestly on the House and the Government the
necessity of dealing fairly with this whole question, and I
hope something will be done in the interests of the people
to whom I have referred.

Mr, CASEY. I cannot help expressing my approbation
of the course pursued by the hon. members who have
spokeun on this subject. The policy of aiding not only roads
which are through lines, or which may become part of a
through line and of our transcontinental railway system,
but also local roads, has been already eostablished by the
action of the Government during the last two Sessions. I
am not going to discuss at present the propriety of that
policy, but I wish merely to point out the fact that the
Government have adopted that policy. Bat not only lines
that are through lines or may become such have been aided,
but aid has been granted to lines which are purely local lines,
such for example as that to Lake St. John, which aro
intended to open up new districts for settlement. Ifthis be
the policy of the Government I consider that in a just and
fair distribution of the public money there can be no reason-
able doubt whatever that the County of Grey and other
counties in Ontario which have contributed money to
lines of railway should be recouped to some extent.
I have to speak more particularly, however, for the county
in which I reside, the County ot Elgin. That county has
given large bonuses in support of railways. 1t gave a
bonus of $200,000 in support of the Canada Southern
Railway Company in 1871. The then town of St.
Thomas gave an additional bonus of $25,000; and
since that time St. Thomas, now grown into & city, has
given $50,000 to the Credit Valley Railway Company.
Now, it must be borne in mind that the Canada Southern is
an important link at present in the western connections of
the Canadian Pacific Railway; in fact, it is its regular
route to the North-West. The Credit Valley, which has
also been bopused by St. Thomas, has become, not only a
link in the communications of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, but a part of their lines, it being completely under
their control, If there is a case in favor of recouping any
county for bonuses to railways, I think the case is especially
strong in regard to the County of Elgin. I understand
from the public press that the County Council has directed
a memorial to be prepared to be presented to the Govern-
ment or the House in reference to this matter, but I believe
the memorial has not yet beon forwarded. When it comes
down I shall perhaps have occasion to call attention to the
matter again, but meantime I could not let this opportunity
pass without adding my voice to that of the hon. member
for Grey (Mr. Landerkin) and others, as to the justice of
the claims of those counties,

Motion agreed fto.

McISAAC’S POND, INVERNESS, N.8.
Mr. CAMERON (Inverness) moved for:

Copies of all correspondence, docaments, and reports of engineers
relating 1o improvements of the entrance into McIsaac’s Pond, Inver-
ness, Nova Scotia.

Hesaid: In placing this motion in your hands I desiro
to say a few words in explanation, On Wednesday last I
asked :

Whether it is tbe infention of the Government to grant any money
during the present Session of Parliament to make Mclssac’s Pond, Inves-
ness, & harbor of refage for vessels engaged in ‘coasting and fishing on
the north-west coast of the Island of Uape Breton ?

To which the hom, Minister of Public Works, with his
usual courtesy replied :
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¢4 In 1879 this matter was brought before my Department, and was
r«;garted upon by the chief engineer, who disapproved of the plan. Ia
1882 a thorough survey of the locality was made by an officer of the
Department, and thejmatter was considered by the chief engineer and
an estimate made of the cost. The estimate amounted to $143,000.
Therefore, I muast answer that itis not the intentior of the Government.”
The counties of Nova Scotia, bordering on the Atlantic
coast, are famous for their capacious and excellent harbors,
open during the whole year, in the winter as well as in the
saummer, but the counties along the Northumberland Strait,
St. George's Bay and the Gulf of St. Lawronce, are notori-
ous for t%e want of these facilities for developing the indus-
tries of these counties. Fortunately, however, for some of
‘the northern counties of Nova Scotia, such as Cumberland,
Colchester, Pictou and Antigonish, they have been afforded
facilities for distributing their products by means of rail-
ways. Inverness, however, is, in that respect, less fortunate
than the adjoining counties, and if that county possesred
similar facilities for the distribution of its products I have
no doubt that it would vie with any of the Atlantic counties
in the Province in the shipping and fishing industries, as it
excels all of them put together in agricultural products.
Besides possessing advantages in so0il which none of the
Atlantic counties possesses, it also possesses mineral wealth
which cannot be properly utilisod without facilities for dis-
tributing them throughout the world. In the evidence
taken before the Select Committee appointed by this House
last Session 1o ‘obtain information as to the geological
surveys, otc., I find that Mr. Fletcher, geological surveyor,
of Inverness County, in answer to a question, stated :

“‘Large exposures of coal occur at Chimney Corner, and from Broad
Marsh to Broad Cove Mines, at Mabou and Port Hood. ~ They are very
extensive and would be very extensively worked were it not that there
are no shipping harbors on that shore.”
If, therefore, the County of Inverncss possessed even one
shipping harbor at this point I have no doubt that Broad
Cove, being the centre of the great coal area of Inverness,
would vie with any of the counties in the shipping portion
of Nova Scotia in the shipment of c>al. I find by a state-
ment which lately appeared in the press that the arrivals at
North Sydney, Cape Breton, which is a coal shipping port,
during 1884, with the tonnage, were as follows :—

Class. Number. Tonnage.
Ocean steamships cewi.eeiees wreernee v 271 240,674
Coasting do " cevereneses 121 35,303
SHIPS.crreren crrrs oor 11 13,148
Barques...... .. 159 80,039
Brigntines .coccves veorveverrarasnes srsnnenee . 189 36,597
SChOOREIS srees reesssseereessesss vasssn resaenre 856 63,428

TOtal8vereeverveeveries wenre 1,607 469,189

With the exception of ocean steamships, why is not the
ehipping from Broad Cove Mines as great as the shipping
from North Sydney ? This statement shows the shipping
that enters the Port of North Sydney alone; but besides it
there are several ports in the County of Cape Breton-from
which very large shipments of coal are made. The ship-
ment of coal from Broad Cove would equal the shipment
from North Sydney if similar facilities were provided; and
if the expenditure of $145,000 wounld give us such facilities
why not expend the money? If however, the chief en-
gineer reported that the improvementdesired isimpracticable
1 think it is full time that we should look for some oatlet
for the enormous coal product which lies dormant in that
locality. I am anxious, therefore, to know upon what
ground the- chief engineer reported against tho improve-
ment desired by the people of that section of Inverness.

Motion agreed to,

FUEL OF NORTH-WEST SETTLERS.
Mr, BLAKE moved for:

Copies of sll correspondence and regulations, not alrsady brought
down, respecting timber for settlers’ fuel, applicable to the neighbor-
hood of Ionomﬁ;, North-West Territory ; all correspondencs as to the

demands made Juring the wiater of 1882-83 by the Mouated Pelice, of
25 cents a load for settlers’ firewood ; all correspondence concerning
the demand made by a sub-agent of Mr. Stephenson during the winter cf
1853-84, for 80 cents for a permit, in additioa to the charge of 25 cents a
cord; all correspondence as to the demands made during the winter of

-1884-85, including the demands of the present sub-agent, of 25 cents for

affidavi!s as to hsw much wood each settler had barned since he first
came to the locality ; and for all letters and instructions from the De-
partment or from the Winnipeg office upon these subjects.
He said: I have received a letter from a respectable
settler in the neighborhood of this place, in which he says:
“ In the winter of 1882-83 one of the Mounted Police demanded 25
cents & load for every load of firswood brought by a settler into our
then infant villags. Last winter, 1883-81, an agant under Mr. Stephen-
8on, Crown Timber Agent st Winnipeg, demanded 50 cents for 8 permit,
not only from every townsman who brought aload, with 25 cents & cord
for the same, but also from every settler around, where he had not tco
far to travel, for the wood he (the cettler) burned st his own home.
This winter is much worse thao either of the last two. Another gub-
ag nt has been appointed, who first demanded 25 cents for an affilavit
a8 to how much wood a settler had burned since he first came to the
country, and then 25 cents per cord for all that, together with 50 cents
for & permit, telling us no ons had any authority t> issue permits before
his advent to this section of the country.”

The gentleman then proceeds to state :

‘I think the Dominion Lands Act has reference only to jands where
there are wood or timber reserves divided into ten or.tweniy acre lots
to go with the prairie farms, and my conclusion i3 that, a3 this is
entirely a prairie district, no timber reserve being nearer that T know of
than the Moose Mountain, which is about firty miles south-west ot this
point, we have no wood in our neighborhood save in what are called
bluffs. Some of these contain a quarter of an acre, and few of them
reach four acres on one homestead ; and the wood in these, which has
been burned and charred years ago by prairie fires, and is now fullen and
dry, endangering the remaining green poles the next prairie fire which
occurs ia the lacality, is what we have been charged fir as abava."’” -

It secmed to me that that was &n unreasonable courze.
Motion agreed to.

SEA LOTS OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
Mr. BLAKE moved for:

Copies of departmental instructions and correspondence on the sut-

ject of apportionment of sea lots to individuals desiring to place lobster
traps in the open sea off the coast of Prince Edward Island.
He said: I havereccived a letter from Prince Edward Island,
in which it is stated that Mr. Duvar, the Inspector of Fish-
eries there, says that the Government gave him suthority
Lo apportion cff to each person a lot in the sea for fishing
purposes, and that any person wishing to erect lobster traps
in tho sea must first make application to him ; and these are
put out in tho open soa, and not in the inlets or bays at all.
1t seemed to me a curious thing that permits should bo given
for fishing in the open sea, beyond the limits within tho jaris-
diction of the Government; and in any case, I wish to ascer.
tain the character of the regulations.

Motion agreed to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY—EARNINGS.
Mr. BLAKE moved for:

Statement showing the gross earnings, expenses and net earnings of

the Canadian Pacific Railway for each monih of the years 1833 and 1884
distinguishing between the main line esnd the lines now worked under
the lease from the Ontario and Quebec Railway Company ; and di:tine
guishing also between the main line east of Port Arthur or Fort William
and the main line west of that point, giving in each case thes mileage
open for traffic during the month specified.
He said : I observe thatstatements have been made public
as to tho gross expenses and net earnings of the railway for
each of soveral months, but these statements do not distic-
guish between the.leased lines and the main lino of tho
railway, nor do they extend over the whole period to which
this motion applies.

Motion agreed to.

MANITOBA INDIAN AGENCY.
Mr. CHARLTON moved for:

Copy of the report oa the condition and management of the Manitoba
Indian Agency uuderJ, A, N. Provencher, the Indian Superintendent
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of the Manitoba district, made by the Government Commission of
Enquiry, composed of the late W. H. Ross, barrister, and Ebenezer
McUoll, Indian Agency Inspector, and the evidence upon which the
same was made; also, a voucher dated 25th Jusne, 1875, for $180,
signed by one Trembly; & voucher dated 25th June, 1675, for $1,290,
sigoed by ove Trembly; and a voucher dated 25th December, 1875, for
$600, signed by one Trembly.

Hesaid: In 1832 I made this motion, and renewed it in
1883. The return was brought down in a day or two
before the close of the Session of 1883 —the 22nd of May.
The letter communijcating the return is dated 29th of
March, 1882, and is as follows:—

“1 have the honor to transmit herewith the documents described in
the nccompanyiog scheduls, in compliance with an Address of the House
of Commone, asting for a copy of the report on the condition and
mansgement of the Manitoba Indian Agency, under J. A. N. Provencher,
the Indian Superinteadent of the Manitoba district, made by the Gov-
ernment Commission of Enquiry, composed of the late w. H. Ross,
barrister, and Ebeaezer McUoll, Indian Agency Inspector, and 1ihe
evidence upon which the same was made, etc.

(Sigaed) ¢t A, VANKOUGHNET.”

The schedule promises to give us a copy of the Commis-
sioner’sreport, a copy of letter from the Hon. David Mills,
dated 7th Febraary, 1879, a memorandum to my right hon.
friend the Premier, the evidence of J. H. Ashdown and 63
others, white men and Indians, and the vouchers from
Trembly. Now, these are the papers we wanted, but where
are they ? Whether they were not sent by the Department,
whether they have baon lost by the Clerk of Routine and
Records, or abstracted by some interested party, I am un.
able to say; but they are not here, and the report without
the substunce is not what we want. Consequently, I move
again for theso papers.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I maysay to the hon. gen”
tlemen that not only the papers he has before him but the
evidence and the records, and everything mentioned in the
schedule, was laid before this House by myself., It was a
very volaminous report, ard I am curprised it has not been
found. I really believe if a search were made in the
Departments here it would be found, because I have brought
down everything in accordance with the Order of the House.
I must say, however, if this Order passes again, and 1
suppose it will, the hon. gentleman should ask also, in order
10 be fair to the party accused, for the defenco made by Mr.
Provencher,

Mr. CHARLTON. I see that the objections of;Mr. Pro-
vencher, made in his defence, are incladed in the_schedule
of documents submitted.

Mr. BLAKE. Itis rather unfortunate that my hon. friend
should be driven to ask for these papers again. 1 think some
enquiry ought to bo made when a voluminous return of this
description is presented by a Minister, and when all that
the member of the House can find is the shell of the return,
the oyster having been abstracted. This is really important,
and 1 hope my hon. friend will not dispense with an inves.
tigation, and merely have the papers copied, if all the docu-
ments mentioned are accessiblo. If they cannot be
immediately found, I hope severe measures will be taken
and overy effort made to have these papers recovered. Two
Sessions have already passed since they were asked for, and
they are not yet at hand, '

Mr. MACKENZIE. The officer who has charge of these
documents requires the signature of the party to whom he
gave them, so that they ought to be easily traced.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I was speaking to the
Clerk of the House, but he had not heard of this abstraction,
it I may call it 8o, of these documents. When made aware
of it by the hon. gentleman, I called the attention of the
Clerk to the matter, who, of course, will enquire into it, and
to-mornow or the next day I will know how it stands, If
the papers are not found shortly we will have them recopied,

Mr. CHARLTON, :

Mr. CASGRAIN, I think this isa guestion of privilege
of this House. If some of the papers have disappeared the
House ought to ascertain in what manner they have dis-
appearcd. Ifthey are not simply missing or lost, but have
been abstracted, it is the duty of the House and the Govern-
ment to see that some enguiry be made, 50 as to fix the cul.
pability on the proper parties.

Motion agreed to.

PORT STANLEY AND BURWELL HARBORS OF
REFUGE.

Mr. WILSON moved for:

A return of all reports of Government engineers respecting the con-
struction of a harbor of refuge at Port Stanley and Port Burwell, on
the north shore of Lake Eric, together with the estimated cost of each.
He said: I believe the Minister of Pablic Works sent
engineers {o this point during the latter part of the summer,
and I suppose the returns will not be very voluminous. I
should like to have them down as soon as convenient,
becanse the people there are very anxions to have the infor-
mation.

Mr. JACKSON. I should like to ask the hon. the Minister
of Public Works if he authorised the engineers to visit
Port Rowan as weil. During the recess, I have had con.
ver:ations with many captains and mates sailing on these
lakes, and I have asked them where would be the proper
place to build a harbor of refuge, and the answer has been
universally, excopt from a few who came from the neigh-
borhood of Port Stanley, that Port Rowan was the proper
place. For two or threce very important reasons, Port
Rowan is the proper placo. Take the geoiraphical Teason
—Port Rowan is just on the west side of Long Point, and
Port Burwell and Port Stanley lie in a bay, Port Burwell 40
miles west, and Port Stanley 60 miles west of Long Point.
Port Rowan is in the very vicinity where the wrecks take
place. In 1883 five large vessels were wrecked within a
few miles of Port Rowan, at this very place which the
captains and mates declare to be, the proper placo for a
harbor of refuge; and in 1884 one propeller was wrecked
there, [, therefore, ask the hon. the Minister of Public
Works whether he instructed his engineers to visit Port
Rowan as well as the other points, because those captains
and mates all concurred in the opinion 1ihat Port
Rowan is the proper place to build this harbor of refuge.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I was not, of course, aware
of the statement which has been made by the hon. gentle-
man in reference to Port Rowan, but evidently there is a
row brewing between the three gentlemen, so 1 shall have
to look into the matter and endeavor to bring about peace
between them.

Motion agreed to.

WINTER CROSSING FROM PRINCE EDWARD
ISLAND.

Mr. McDONALD (King's) moved for :

Copies of all correspondence witk the Government or any member
thercof, relating to the placing of piers and procuring of steam tugs at
Capes Traverse and Tormentine, to facilitate the winter crossing of
mails and passengers to and from Prince Edward Island.

Heraid: The placing of piers at the points indicated is & very
important matter for the people of Prince Edward Ic¢land.
A vote was taken last year for the purpose of building a
pier at Cape Tormentine and at Cape Traverse. The pier
at Cape Traverse has been completed or is nearly com-

leted ; the pier at Cape Tormentine has not, as faras I
ﬁnow, yot been located. This is very much to be regretted,
as anything that will facilitate the winter crossing at this
very important placo is of very great consequence, not only
to the people of Prince Fdward Island, but to the people of
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the adjoining Maritime Provinces. The importance of this
servioe has been repeatedly pressed upon the attention, not
only of this Government, but of former Governments, and it
has been almost annually brought before the notice of the
House. YetIregret to say that there has not been as much
accomplished as we would wish to see. I trust that the late
accident that occurred in crossing the Straits of Northum-
berland, on the 23rd of this last month, may be the means of
hastening the necessary work that should be performed to
improve the crossing at that point. It was thought a year
&go that the branch line from Sackville to Cape Tormentine
would ere this have been completed, and that the piers
at Oape Tormentine would at least have been under way.
We regret to find that the branch line has not been com-
pleted. I am sorry that this work is not in the hands of
the Federal Government, as I believe that the poople of
Prince Edward Island very much prefer that it should be,
It is not desirable that a short gap of 30 or 40 miles should
intervene between the Intercolonial Railway and the cross-
ing from Prince Edward Island. I am glad to say that
the Government has set about providing bosat-houses to
improve the accommodation at the capes, and although
~ this work has been a little late in being carried out, still it
is said to be of great service. Thegood ship Northern Light,
at the eastern extremity of the Island, between Pictou and
Georgetown, has been doing very good work, and there is
no doubt that a large amount of money has been expended
in putting her in as thorough a state of repair as was
possible ; but we all know very well that a vessel, however
well built, when she comes to be used in breaking through
ice, must have her strength much impaired. 1 think it
has been also shown by the experience gained in running
that boat that her model could be improved upon so that
greater service would be rendered by her. It has been
shown very conclusively, I think, from what I can learn,
that, while she may 'be very well adapted for going
through rough ice in the winter, she is rot adapted
for going throngh field ice, and I think tho time
has arrived when the Government should take stops
to procure a new boat, with the improvements suggested by
the exgerienoe which has been gained in the number of
years that the Northern Light has been running. There is
also this to be said, with reference to the service ut the
capes. I think we want that whole service reconstructed.
I believo that, while the men performing that service are
doing very good work, the whole service wants to be re-
organized ; that it requires to be put under the control of a
good and efficient officer, who will see his men enrolled at the
commencement of the season, and have them always within
call at a moment’s notice. At present, they are gathered
from the surrounding country as they are required, and
?hey are not under that control and command that men
in that situation should be. There is no doubt also
that they are insufficiently paid. That may, properly
speaking, mnot be the fault of the Government,
a8 I suppose they are paid by the contracting parties.
But it is a fact that these men are very poorly paid, since
they get only $3.25 tho round trip, which takes one
day, two days—and sometimes it takes four or five
days, and possibly ovor a week, on certain occasions. This
should not be, hese men perform one of the hardest ser-
vices, perhaps, that is performed for the Government, in the
mail service, in any part of the country. They are an
active, energetic and hardy class of men, who have to
undergo great perils, and cortainly, if they were not good
men, we would have to deplore many more accidents than
have heretofore occurred. I trust the Government will see
fit to puat this service, as I snid before, under the charge of
an intelligent officor, who will get the necessary number
of men to perform it. They should be regularly enrolled
and paid monthly wages, besides getting a certain amount
for each round trip. I think the service would be further

improved if another boat was fitted out —a relief boat, you
might call it—which would saccompany the mail bosats
on each trip. This boat could be equipped in such a man.
ner that she could provide a shelter for the men in case of
an emergency, such as the recent accident, or their being out
over night. She might be equipped with a portable sort of
heating apparatus, and all the other necessaries that would
ensure their comparative safety, in case the boats were com-

‘pelled to remain out over night, as I regret to say has been

the case recently. Ifthe piers were constructed at the
capes, the ice boat service reconstructed, another steamer
provided to assist the Northern Light, and the branch lines
from Sackville to Cape Tormentine were completed and
in the hands of the Government, I am sure we would have
little to complain of. But until that or something equiv-
alent is accomplished, 1 focl certain that the people of
Prince Edward Island will hold this Government respon-
gible, and will demand that the terms of Confederation be
carried ont, which guaranteed us efficient and contin-
uous steam communioation, both winter and summer.

Mr, WOOD (Westmoreland), I regret that the hon, member
for Kings, P. KE: I, has had cocasion to draw attention to tho
fact that the railway from Sackville to Cape Tormentice has
not yet been completed. I desire to eay, for the information of
those hon, gentlemen from that portion of the country who
feel an interest in this work, that the compauy have made
very considerable progress in its constructior, The road is
now neariy all graded, with the exception of thies miles at,
the lower end, and those three miles would have been finished
had the pier, for which an appropriation was made last Ses-
sion, been located during the summer. Besi es this, the
track-laying is finished for about half the distance, and con-
siderable ballastirg has been done on that section of the
road, The work, so far, has buen carried on by the private
means of the company, slightly aided by the Local Govern.
ment of New Brunswick, It has, however, been done in the
most substantial mauner,and 1 have good authority for say-
ing that the engineer of the Government of New Brunswick,
who has had an opportunity of inspecting the road, has
pronounced it the bost rcad that has been bailt by a
private company in that Province, During the last two
Sessions I made application to the Government, on behalf of
the company, for a subsidy to aid in the construction of that
work, but so far I have made that application without suc-
cess. I intend to make application again this Session, and I
trust, from the interest which those gentlemen display in
this work, I sball have their assistance and cooperation in
socuring the subsidy. I think, if I do have their assistance,
that surely the kind-hearted Minister, who is now acting in
the place of the Minister of Railways, will comply with the
request. If we succeed in getting this aid the company will be
able, during the coming season, to completo and equip their
road and make it in every respect a first-claes road; and [
have no doubt that when those hon. gentleman return to
this House next Session they will be able to ride by rail
from Cape Tormentine to the Intercolonial quitc as com-
fortably as if that road were owned by the Government.

Mr. HACKETT. In seconding the resolution, I desire
to say that two years ago we thought this maiter was finally
settled. At that time this matter of steam communication
with Prince Kdward Island was referred to a Special Com-
mittee of this House. That committee cxhausted a great
deal of time and patience in endeavoring to arrive at a
proper conclusion. We had witnesses from the Maritime
Provinces, gentlemen who were acquainted with the subject,
who had experience in that steam communication, and
others who were acquainted with ice-boats, crossing over
the ice to the mainland; and after having had all that evi.
dence, they brought down a report wkich we considered
covered the whole ground. The only regret I have is, that
that report, so far, has not been acted upon with that
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energy which the people of Prince Edward Island desired.
I thiok if the Government consider that report and act
upon it they will arrive at the conclusion that the people of
Prince Edward Island deserve and should be given that steam
commurnication which was guaranteed them at the time of
Confederation, The recommendation of that report is, in
my opinion, the only mode by which communication can
be kept up with Prince Edward Island—at least in the
winter season. At the present time we make no complaint
about the summer service. Last year it was very efficiently
performed, and we think this last autumn the Northern
Light did very good work. Although she has done fuirly
well, I must say that she does not come up to what was
guaranteed to the Island at the time of Confederation. As
8 means of efficient communication in winter with the
mainland, she has been so far a failure. Now, Sir, tbis
question has been specially brought to our minds by the
accident which occurred on the straits a few days ago.
We all remember the great anxiety tbat pervaded this
Hoase the opening day of the Session, when 1t was learned
that & number of people from Prince Edward Isiand,
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia were for two
days and a night exposed, at tbis season of the year,
to the inclement weather of the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
Those men were overtaken by a very severe snow storm. They
had left Cape Traverse and were unable to reach the mainland.
Their only recourse was to provide as good shelter as pos-
sible, by means of their little jce-boat, a boat only 12 feet in
length, and they were compelled to pass the night on the drift-
ing ice, which was going at the rate of four miles an hour,
before a strong north-cast gale, in the middle of the Straits of
Northumberland, That was an experience which 1 hope
no hon, member will be compelled to endure, We cannot
imagine, and it is impossible to describe, the sufferings and
hardships of those men on that night. The whole of them,
1 believe, were frost-bitten—some seriously, some crippled
for life; and all this because a small effort was not made to
place the service in an efficient condition, If a small
steamer had been placed between the two capes, much of
the danger might have been avoided. We know that while
ihe Northera Light can keep up communication for a cor-
tain period atihe eastern end of the Island, it has been
demonstrated that during the winter there must be an ice-
boat service between Cape Tormentine and Cape
Traverse, The committee on this subject recommended
that the service should be performed by the Government.
Let them place a sufficient pumber of ice-
boats on the route, and 8 small steamer to act in connection
with them, and make it a Government service directly, and
I believe the difficulties will be far overcome, that in a
short time very few complaints on this head will come from
Prince Edward Island. But it is not an Island matter alto-
gether, although we are called upon, as representatives of
the 1sland, to refer to it more especially. There is not an
hon. gentleman representing a constituency from Sarnia to
Halifax who has not, directly or indirectly, an interest in
keeping up communication with the Island, because the
people of the Island are an agricultural people and are fairly
well to do, and they are large consumers of the manufac-
tares of the other Provinces. This is apparent, if you look
at the agricultural implements on tho farms, and the clothing
of the people; you see the tweed manufactures of the older
Provinces, the cotton manufactures of Montreal and Moncton,
sagsar and other products from other Provinces. All these

roducts come to the Island, and it is, therefore, 88 much
in the irterest of the producers of these articles, incirectly,
that eommanication with the Island should be kopt open, a3
it is in the interest of the iglanders directly, As this mut.
ter has been so fully discussed on previous occasiuns, and
88 1 know hon. gentlemen are thoroughly conversant with it,
it will be useless to ocecnpy much time in discussing it.
But, as regards the ice-boat service, something must be

Mr. HioxeTT.

done to improve it, either by providing a stenmboat to
assist the ice-boats or in some other way. It will not do to
allow the matter to remain any longer in its present con-
dition. The lives of Hor Majesty’s subjects, as well as thoso
of citizens of foreign countries, are in the hands of the
men performing that service. The Government should see
that the men, when they leave the shores to make the trip
between Capes Tormentine and Traverse, have boats pro-
perly equipped, and are provided with everything essential
to making the trip with safety, What are the facts in con-
nection with this serious matter to which 1 have referred,
and which occurred only a few days ago? Ifind a local
peper asks this question : Is it true that they started out in
the faco of a storm, entirely unprovided with food, matches,
oils, light or compass? There should be some one in
suthority who would be held responeible in case of accident.
But it appears, that although this service is one which
chould be faithfully and efficiently performed by the
Dominion Government, it is Jet by tender to the lowest bid.
der, The contractors receive a mere pittanco—I believe
only 810 for each trip. Of course, there is com-
petition—they cut prices low; but they are not
sufficiently recompensed, and such accommodation for
passengers is not provided as would be provided if tho men
were sufficiently compensated for their labor. But, note
withstanding the poor equipment of the boats, and the fuct
that the crew in question was out for 86 hours, exposed to
all the cold and blasts of the Gulf of St. Lawrence at that
inclement season, it is a proud boast to be able to say that
ret one bag of the mails was lost. While the men were
struggling for their lives, vhile they were baitlirg with
terrible cold, and in a state of despair, eo thas thoy wore
almost ready to lie down and die, they clung to their work
with the greatest energy and tenacity, and althongh some
of them were badly frozen and almost dead, Her Majesty's
mails wore savod. That is something of which our peopls
should be proud—that these heroes of this ice fight never
wavered or flinched from the duty they had to perform,
snd I concider this one of the most heroic actions of there
days. But these men will not get one dollar for their
courage aud the bardships they endured. They did not
make the round trip, and consequently they are not en-
titled to recoive any remuneration, I hope, however, that
the Postmaster General will overlook this circumstance and
sce that these men not only receive the compense-
tion for what they did or were expeoted to dec, but
will receive a suitablo gratuity for performing a noble
ervice, by which some of them have been crippled for
life, and althongh they have families dependent on them,
they will be unable to earn a dollar; and I hope the gratuity
will be such as will remunerate them for all their labors
and sufferings. The hon. membor for Westmoreland (Mr.
Wood) has referred to the railway from Sackville to Cape
Tormentine. [ should much prefer seeing that railway in
the hands of the Government, because I believe it will be
in the interests of the whole service that the same control
should be had over that line as is had over the Government
1ailway in Prince Edward Island and the Intercolonial.
But if we cannot have that, I hope he will get such
assistanco as will enable him to energetically prosecute
the work, so as to complete it at as early a date as
possible, and have it ready for next year'’s gervice at
least, What I also desire to see is, that the $150,000
voted by Parliament last year for the construction of &
pier at Cape Tormentine should be expended next
summer. I shouldlike to see advertisements issued calling
for tenders for the construction of the work. Hveryone
knows that in the Maritime Provinces, where works are
constrected mostly of wood, it is of great advantage to tho
contractors and the Government that the timber should be
got out in winter, and I hope thc matter is insuch an ad-
vanced state that we will, at a very early date, sce adver-
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tisements issued in this connection. When we have the two
piers completed, the railway running down to the wharves,
and an improved service, with a sufficient number of ice-
boats and with a small steamer to assist them, and the
whole service placed under one man, whom the Government
can hold responsible, I think we shall be able to keep up
commaunication with the Island, and hon. members will not
hear anuual complaints from Island representatives, as they
hear them now. ‘

Mr. LANDRY (Kent). Whether rightly or wrongly,
there exists, no doubt, a very strong feeling in the Province
of New Brunswick,and especially so in Prince Edward Island,
that the present service is a very inefficient one. What I
mean by saying ¢ whether rightly or wrongly,” is as to
whether any blame should attach to the present or the pre-
vious Governments, which have had charge of the matter
since Prince Edward Island entered the Union. It may be
thas the peoplo do not fully appreciate the difficulties in
the way of any Government seeking to make the service
efficient. But the fact remains, notwithstanding, that the
service is not such as to command confidence, and is the sub-
ject of complaint by the people generally. Now, Sir, it must
be remembered that it is some ten or twelve years since
Prince Edward Island was admitted into the Confederation;
that at that time it was promised, and in fact an
engagement was made, that when it entered the Do-
minion an efficient mode of communication wounld be
established between the mainland and Prince Edward
Island; and it does appear to the people, as it ap-
pears to me, that the fime has been quite long enough for
the Government to bhave arrived at some definite
conclusion a8 to what is the best mode of ensuring
efficient service between the Island and the mainland. As
yeot it would seem as if no definite conclusion had been
arrived at, as to whether it shall be a communication be-
tween the two capes, Tormentine and Traverse, the route
that is followed by the Northern Light or some other
route. [Representations were made to the Government
last Session by my constituents, through me, that the
route between Richibucto and the point opposite on
the Island was a very easy ome, and one over which
communication could be masintained the whole year
round. I do not know if action has been taken; I have not
understood that any has been taken in an affirmative sense,
at any rate, and no reply has been received, I believe,
stating that that plan would be tested. I cannot speak
personally as to that route, buf only upon information re-
ceived from my constituents; but it is asserted by them, by
people who, I believe, know of what they speak, because
they have long been residents near the shore, that within
their memory there have not been more than one or two
winters that & boat could not have crossed every day in the
year between Richibucto and the opposite point, the
name of which I have forgotton for the moment. As
I have said, no answer was made, I believe, to repre-
sentations in this behalf. It was asked that some subsidy,
rolatively small, should be given to a steamer between
those points, and companies were willing and ready to as-
sume the responsibility of trying the route with a steamer,
provided that a small subsidy were given them. It is
asserted by these people that communication could easily
be had between those two points, and that there were only
two or three days in one or two winters, during the last
twenty-five years or so, when this communication could not
be had. 1t is true that the distance is a little longer than
between the two capes, but they assign reasons for their
statement that a boat could ply between these places, and I
think the Government should, at least, test whether or not
those representations are correct. But if the Government
have made up their minds that the proper place to have
communication between the mainland and the Island is from

]

cape to cape, it seems to me that a more efficient service
should be had than the one existing at the present time,
and that as sgeedily as possible the railways on each side
should be made to come to the water’s edge, and something
more expensive, something which would give greater as-
surance of safety to passengers, should be done by the Gov-
ernment than exists at the present time. I have thought
it my duty to add my voice to what has been said, in order
that the attention ¢f the House and the Government may
be called more strongly to the matter, and that another
series of years may not elapse without something more
definite and more secure having been provided for this
service. Believing the statements made by my constituents
as to the practicability of the route between Richibucto Vil-
lago on the one side and West Point on the Island side—in
fact as being the best and safest—I respectfully urge the
Government to grant some subsidy to that route, knowing
that a company will easily be found to put a steamer on it
and test the accuracy of the representations made.

Mr. JENKINS. Recent exporience with the boats on
this service has caused a great deal of excitement among
the people of Prince Edward Island, and has brought this
question very prominently before them. It is now nearly
twelve years since Prince Edward Island entered the Union,
It is well known that a very large majority of the people
of the Island were averse to the Union with the other
Provinces. They were desirous of maintaining their inde-
pendence, of preserving the freedom of their government
and the control of their revenues, but they felt it was the
wish of the British Government that they should join the
Union, and partly from a feeling of loyalty and partly be-
cause they thought the terms of Confederation offered to
them were likoly to conduce to their benefit, they accepted
the terms of Confederation and entered the Union., Sir,
one of the principal inducements to the people of Prince
Edward Island to enter the Union was the promise on the
part of the Dominion Government that continuous commau-
nication, winter and summer, should be kept up with
the mainland, Now, I ask this House, how has this
communication been kept up ? The members of
this Parliament who live on Prince Edward Island have
been obliged, for the last ten years, to cross the straits that
divide it from the mainland at the risk of their lives.
Lately we have seen that twenty-two men were exposed to
all the horrors of cold and hunger and exposure, and that
they escaped with their lives almost by & miracle. That is
the risk that hon. members of this House have been obliged to
run for ten years, and I think it is time that Parliament should
consider some better and more effectual means of giving us
continuous communication between the Island and the main-
land. The agreement which was made before Prince
Edward Island entered Confederation, to give us this
communication, has not been carried out, and we are now
no better off than we were twenty years ago before we
ontered the Union. The people of Prince Edward Island
foel that a wrong has been done them ; that the Government
is not taking that interest in the matter which they should
take; ihat they have not performed the promise
which was made, with regard to winter commaunication;
that, in short, the Island is ut as great & loss now as it ever
wasg in this respect. It is impossible that any country can
thrive unless it has continuous communication with other
countries. We have & very fertile Province; we are able
to grow fool largely, but we have no opportunity, except
a few weeks in the fall, «for disposing of our produce.
Now there are many ways in which I believe the Govern-
ment could assist us. We have a very short season; our
harbors are closed early in the fall, so that our farmers are
unable to attend to the work of developing their farms,
because they are forced to bring their crops to market
before the ice forms, I believe it is quite possible to keep



66

COMMONS DEBATES.

FEBRUARY 9,

the harbors of the Island open for five or six weeks longer
in the year than is the case at present, and that time would
be of vast advantage to the people of the Island, by enabling
them to work on their farms and to leave the shipping of
their produce until the frost came, and they could no longer
attem{l to their ploughing. This is not a question which
affects Prince Edward Island alone, for I take it that what
affects one portion of this Dominion affects all; and I think
the representatives from the Upper Provinces take as much
interest in the matter as those more directly concerned.
The Narthern Light has been alluded to, but I have always
considered that it was not adapted to the service. Itis not
modelled on the proper plan for such work, and there is
no doubt that it has been to a great extent a failure.
I came over in her the other day, when she ran into a piece
of ice, not more than 6 inches in thickness, and stuck
there ; and she would have been there until now but that
fortunately there was a sheet of water open which enabled
us to avoid the ice and reach Pictou Harbor. On
ber return trip she was out a week, and would prob-
ably have been out until the spring, but the captain
adopted a suggestion I made on the first day the
Northern Light went out of Charlottetown Harbor, which
was that he should turn her stern foremost. He did so, with
the result that he made his way through sixteen or eighteen
miles of field ice at therate of two and a-half miles an hour.
That is sufficient to show that this boat, which was not
built for this service, is not adapted for it ; and I can tell hon,
entlemen she does better stern foremost than stem foremost.
can assure this House that the people of Prince Edward
Island will not rest contented until they have a boat
thoroughly adapted for the service. This is not a matter
of a day. e know that there are other countries
in which ice has to be combatted. Insome of the countries
of Northern Europe, in polar expeditions, and in New-
foundland, people use steamers built specially for contending
with ice ; and we should have a steamer constructed on
similar principles. My opinion is that there need not be
twenty days in the whole year when a steamer may not
navigate the channel between the Island and the mainland,
It is true that occasionally, between Georgetown and
Pictou, a north-east gale causes a heavy flow of ice. On
these occasions I believe no steamer can run; butIl am
quite satisfied that at the capes there are very few days
when a steamer cannot run from one side to the other, be-
canse the distance it 80 short that the sailors can see from
the masthead the condition of the straits from one side to
the other, and if they find that they are not able to run a
steamer they can run ice-boats. But I believe this prob-
lem of winter navigation will be solved by the running of a
moderate sized steamer at the capes in conneetion with the
ice-boats, If it is found that the steamer cannot contend
with the ice, she ean land the ice-boats, and they can take
the mails and passengers to the other side. Now, Sir, this
question is a burning one with the people of Prince Edward
Island—1I am sorry to say it has been a freezing question
with some. But it is a question in which the people of
Prince Edward Island are deeply interested ; they are agi-
tated from one end of the country to the other on the subject,
beoanse it is impossible for them to engage in manufactures
unless they can carry their products to market continuously.
At present, there are three or four months in the year
during which we are not able to get our products to market.
Wo possess a fertile soil ; we have cheap food, cheap house-
rent, and cheap fuel, and we have a climate which is
a8 invigorating as any on this continent; and there is no
reason why Prince Edward Island should not have manu-
factures, except the one reason, that we have not continuouns
communication with the mainland, Now, Sir, the very sad
disaster which has hsppened will, I trust, show the Govern-
ment that it is necessaﬂ' that there should be some super-
vision over the boats. e contractors are obliged, owing
~ Mr, JExgINe,

to competition, to place their rates down at the lowest pos-
sible point ; they are not properly paid, and they are afraid
to ask more, for fear that someone else would step in and
take the contract from vhem. Now, I think the Govern-
ment should take this matter in hand. The service should
be in the hands of the Postmaster-General, conducted by
him and under his control ; he should employ the men, and
should see that the boats aro properly equipped and are
never allowed to go to sea, as the boats now_ are, without a
scrap. of provisions, and with no comforts necessary to pro-
vide against such a disaster as has occurred. I trust that
this will all be changed, and that the Government will see
that ne boats are allowed to go out without proper super-
vision. If that were done, disasters of this kind would be
almost impossible.

Motion agreed to.

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS IN THE NORTH-WEST.
Mr. McMULLEN moved for :

Return of the names of all Government officials in the North-West
Territories; the date of their appointment and the date upon which
they entered upon their respective duties ; the salary,fee or other allow-
ance granted to each, including travelling or other expenses ; the names
and respective locations of sheriffs and registrars; the dates of their
respective appointments;, and the dates upon which they entered upon
their duties, and the date from which their salary commenced to run ;
the receipts of their respective offices, monthly or annnally, from their
establishment up to the 1st of January, 1885."”

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I am not sure whether we
will be able to obtain all these details, but of course we will
do the best we can,

Motion agreed to.

PARRSBORO’ BREAKWATER.
Mr. ROBERTSON (Shelburne) moved for :

Copies of all tenders for comstruction of breakwater at Parrs-
boro’ lighthonse station, in the Oounty of Oumberland, N. 8.;
copies of letter from Deputy Minister of Marine and Fisheries,
accepting the tender of one Neil M¢Kay, and of tele,
the work ; also all letters objecting to the said Neil McKay as con-
tractor and to the bondsmen offered by him, and letters tendering otber
nat:;;es a8 bondsmen if required, and all other correspondence on the
subject.

Mr. McLELAN. I have no objection to bring down all
the papers that are not confidential from our agent on the
subject.

Motion agreed to.

postponing

NORTH-WEST LANDS, &o.
Mr. MILLS moved for :

Copies of all Orders in Oouncil, despatches or other communications
with the Government of Ontario, in reference to the ownership of the
lands,mines or timber, north _and west of the height of land to the
north of Lakes Buperior and Huron siace 1878, which have not already
been brought down to the House.

He said: The hon. the First Minister, it will be remem-
bered, made a very extraordinary statement in 1882, in ref-
erence to the ownership of these lande. He informed the
electors of Yorkville and the country at that time that the
lands of which the Indian title had not been extinguished
before Confederation, and which had been extinguished
since, became the property of the Dominion. That propo-
sition is 8o wholly at variance with the views usually held
with regard to the rights of the Crown to the public do-
main of the various Provinces, that I think it was well to
see what correspondence has taken place on this subject, to
ascertain how far the views announced by the hon. gentle-
man at that time have been adhered to by himself and col-

leagues. _
Motion agreed to.
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RETURNS ORDERED.

Statement showing the number of passenger trains, freight trains and
mixed trains, distinguishing each class, run daily, or weekly, in cases
in which there was not a daily train,over each division of the Canadian
Pacific Railway, in each week of the years 1883 and 1884, respectively.
—(Mr. Blake.)

Statement in detail, showing amount of work done, contracts made,
and with whom, moneys paid, and to whom, and all expenditures in
connection with the improvements of Great Villag River, in the
county of Oolchester, Nova Scotia.—(Mr. Robertson, Shelburne.)

Return of all certifieates for h’%}wr under section ninety-nine, clause
four, second part of the Oanads Temperance Act of 1878, by the physi-
cians of the County of Halton ; giving the name of each physician and
ithe name of each person to whom certificates were granted, from the
1st of May, 1884, to the 1st of May, 1885.—(Mr. McCraney.)

Statement with reference to the cases in which demands for extradi-
tion have been made by or upon the Government of Canada ; or in
which extradition proceedings have been taken in continuation of, and
in the same torm as, the statement transmitted by the Government of
Canada to the Government of the United Kingdom, in or abount the
year 1876.—(Mr. Blake.)

Statement and plan showing the grades and curves on the temporary
or permauent live actually constructed by the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company, from the foot of the Rocky Mountains as far as the rails
are laid; and the proposed grades and curves on the continuation to
Kamloo?s ; showing also, the proposed grades and curves on the per-
manent line, at & pvint at which a temporary line of about nine miles
has been constracted.—(Mr. Blake.)

Statement showing the present position of the transactions on joint
account, between the Canadian Pacific Railway Company and the Gov-
ernment, in respect of sales of town sites, indicating : (a.) The sites
agreed to be dealt with on jeint account, with the areas; (5.) The
amount of sales made; (¢.) The amount received in respect of such
sales; (d.) The amount due in respect of such sales ; (e.) The expense
of the operation ; distinguishing the shares of the Government and
of the company in each such statement.—(Mr. Blake.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Motion agreed to, and the House adjourned at 5:45 p. m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Turspay, 10th February, 1885,
The SPRAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock.

PRAYERs,

MANITOBA INDIAN AGENCY.

Mr. SPEAKER. 1 have the honor to inform the House
that the papers moved for yesterday by the hon. member
for North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) and which were missing
in the Return, have been found. They were among the
other papers just below the Return. The address voted yes-
terday is therefore now unnecessary, and I think some
action should be taken. '

Mr. CHARLTON. As the papers were mislaid and have
been found, I move that the motion made yesterday for the
papers be rescinded.

Motion agreed to.

FIRST READINGS.

Bill (No. 23) to amend the Act to incorporate the Wood
Mountain and QuAppelle Railway Company.—(Mr.
Williams. )

Bill (No. 24) toincorporate the Lake Erie, Essex and
Detroit River Railway Company.—(Mr. Patterson, Essex.)

PATENT ACT OF 1872,

Mr. WHITE (Renfrew) moved that Bill (No. 25)
further to amend “The Patent Act of 1872,” be read the first
time, He said : The objeot I have in view is to provide
that the innocent purchaser of articles which may have

been patented shall not be held liable for any penalties for
the infringement of the patent rights of the patentees, but
that these penalties should be imposed only upon the
manufacturer and vendor of the articles.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read the first time.

STANDING COMMITTEES,

Mr, BLAKE. Before the Orders are called, I would once
again call attention to the fact that the Standing Committees
have not been, as yet, summoned for organisation, although
a week has elapsed since they were constituted.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I understand they are
summoned for Thursday.

Mr. BLAKE. Why not to-morrow ?
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: They will meet ere long.

GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING.

Mr. M_(MULLEN. A portion only of the Return 1 moved
for relative to the amounts paid the different publishing
companies in the Dominion during the last ten years by the
Government has been brought down, and as that constitutes
but a mere fragment of the  whole, I would like to know
what progress is being made in getting the balance ready.

Mr. CHAPLEATU. I have laid before the House all the
information which has been received in the Department.
The balance of the information will be brought before the
House as soon as possible—very shortly,

DEPUTY SPEAKER AND CHAIRMAN OF COM-
MITTEES.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Mr; Speaker, I move the
following resolutions :—

That the House do elect a Chairman of Committees of this House at
the commencement of every Parliament, a8 soon asan Address has been
agreed to in answer to His Excellency’s Speech ; and that the member
so elected do take the Chair of all Committees of the Whole, includin
the Committees of Supply and of Ways and Mears, in accordance wit
the 1ules and usages which regulate the duties of a similar officer gener-
ally designated the Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means in
the House of Commons of England. X

That the member 80 elected Chairman of Committees do continue o
act in that capacity until the end of the Parliament for which he is
elected, and in the case of a vacancy by death, resignation or otherwise,
the House shall proceed forthwith to elect a snccessor.

That the foregoing Resolutiong be made Standing Orders of this House.

That this House do proceed forthwith to elect & Chairman of Com-
mittees to take, during the remsinder of this Parliament, the Chair of
all Committees of the Whole, including the Committee of éupply and of
Ways and Means. )

If these resolutions meet with the approbation of the House,
I shall follow them up with the following resolutions :—

That whenever the Speaker of the House of Commons, from illness or
other cause, finds it necessary to leave the Chair during any part of the
sittings of the said House, on any day, he may call upon the Chairman
of Committees, or in his absence any member of this House, to take the
Chair, and to act as Deputy Speaker during the remainder of such day,
unless the Speaker himself resume the Chair before the close of the sit-
tings for that day.

at whenever the Houss shall be informed by the Clerk at the Table
of the unavoidable absence of Mr. Speaker, the Chairman of Uommittees
do perform the duties and exercise the authority of Bpeaker in relation
to all the proceedings of the House as Deputy Speaker, until the next
meeting of the House, and so on from day to day on the like information
being given to the House, until the House shall otherwise order; pro-
vided that if the House shall adjourn for more than twenty-four 'hoqrs
the Deputy Speaker ehall continue to perform the duties and exercise
the authority of Speaker for twenty-four hours only after such adjourn-
ment.
- That the two foregoing resolutions be made Standing Orders of this

ouse.

These resolutions are intended to introduce the practice
which obtains in the English House of Commons, and also,
I believe, in many of the Colonial Legislatures. 1t is found,
and we have found, that the Chair of the Spedker is not a
bed of roses. In Canada, the health of qur Speakers has
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suffered from the too long sittings which have taken place.
I do not like, Sir, to allude to yourself in your presence, but
you have, I believe, had more than one significant hint that
the long sittings which you have been obliged, in the per-
formance of your duty, to submit to have been prejudicial
to your health. I know that your immediate predecessor
suffered materially, and "I am sorry to say that my old
friend and colleague, Mr. Cockburn, died in consequence of
a disease caused by the long sittings in the Chair, There is
a partial relief given to the Speaker by the provision that,
during his illness or unavoidable absence, he may call to
the Chair any member of the House; but it appears to me,
and experience shows, that that is altogether an unsatis-
factory way of doing business. In the first place, the hon.
member who may be called may have no special
aptitude for performing the duties of Chairman of
Ways and Means or Chairman of Committeos of
the Whole House and Deputy Speaker. He has no
sense of responsibility, and, if any question of Order arises,
he is, of course, obliged at once to vacate the seat. He has
no weight, he has no prestige or anthority. He has no
such authority as the Chairman of Ways and Means has in
England, who rules on points of Order, subject, of course,
to be overruled by the superior, paramount suthority of the
Speaker, but rules without the disturbance and interruption
of the Committee being broken up and the Speaker called
to resume the Chair. The experience of the British Parlia-
ment all points in one way, in that direction, and there is a
series of reports which are to be found in the Jourpals and
Sessional Papers in England showing the general consensas
of the House, of the various Committees, and the various
Speakers of great experience, such, for instance, as Mr.
Lefebvre, who was known to be an authority on all
such matters, Although our Sessions do not last as long, I
find on enquiry that the average length of sittings de die in
diem in Canada is fully as great as in England, perhaps on
the whole greater, and crowded into & shorter period, thus
causing at least as great a draft on the health of the Speaker
as in England. We are a hardy race; we have a good
climate; but I do mot knmow that the physique of our
Speakers will be found to be superior to that of the
gentlemen generally selected in England, I shall move the
first resolution, which refers to the election of a Chairman
of Committees of the Whole House. He is called the Chair-
man of Ways and Means in England, because, as a matter
of practice, in England the House goes into Committee of
‘Ways and Means and Supply immediately after the Speech
is answered, and there are certain estimates—I think the
Ordpance estimates—which are bronght down at once, and
the Committee of Ways and Means is formed and organised
at the beginning of the Parliament, the Deputy Speaker and
Chairman of Ways and Means being elected almost imme-
diately after the election of a Speaker. Oar practice is
different, and therefore I have adopted the name which
seems to be more appropriate—Chairman of Committees of
this House—and I see the same reason has induced the
other Colonies to adopt the same name instead of the purely
technical name of Chairman of Ways and Means. For years
t & Chairman of Committees has been chosen in the fol-
owing Australian Colonies :—In Victoria, where he gets a
salary of £800 ; in Queensland, where he gets & salary of
£500 ; in New South Wales, where the salary is £300; in
Sounth Australia, £400 ; and in New Zealand, £500. In all
these Colonies they have found it necessary to have such
an officor. We have not examined you, Sir, either mpon
oath or otherwise upon this subject, but I think the House
will see that the regularity of its proceedings and the man-
agement of Committees of the Whole will be infinitely better
conducted with an officer of this rank and position selected
es})ochlly by the House, having in fact the same responsi-
bilities in position as you have in your position as
Speaker, I move the adoption of the first resolution,
8ir Jonx A, MaoporALD,

On the first resolution,

Mr. BLAKE. I am sorry that the hon. gentleman shounld
have adopted this particular form of reaching the conclusion
which he desires to adopt. The course which he has pur-
sued was not at all unreasonable in opening the gquestion,
namely, to invite our attention to the two resolutions, the
whole mass of resolutions, I may say, of which only the
first branch has been moved. I say that was not at all un-
reasonable, because, of course, the resolutions ought to be
considered together. But the course which I think ought
to be pursued in & matter of this description differs from that
which the hon. gentleman has adopted. My opinion is that
a change in our practice, both in reference to the occapation
of the Chair and with reference to the appointment of a

rmanent Chairman of the Committee of Ways and

eans, of Supply, and of the Committees of Whole in this
House, that the powers which are given by the resolation
to that officer, by reference to the powers given in England,
that all the considerations which are involved as to the
powers of the Chair itself, and all the considerations as to
the salary, otc.,—that a proposal of that kind, when it
involves also the proposition that we should pass
the Standing Orders and so innovate upon our prac-
tice, ought to have been a reference to a Select Com-
mittee, When, on former occasions, we have dealt, as
a general rule, with alterations in our practice and pro-
cedure, even of a less important character than this, we
have adopted that course. There is no immediate hurry
wby we should appoint a Chairman of the Committee of
Ways and Means to-day ; there is, even, no immediate hurry
why we should do it this Session; but there certainly is
none why we should do it to-day. There is ample time for
consideration, eo far as this particular branch of the hon,
gentleman'’s resolution is concerned. We have got on pretty
well for nineteen Sessions ; we adopted a long time ago the
ractice of calling one hon. member to the Chair of the
ommittee of Snpply, which is the principal Committee of
this Honse. That has come to be the recognised practice,
and the Administration can adhere to it with that d‘;gree of
rigidity which they think convenient. The course, which
I admit is advantageous, of having one geuntleman in the
Chair of the Committee of Ways and Means is one which
has great merit, but it is not necessary to adopt this resolu-
tion in order that we may carry it out. When a change
analogous to these changes—at sny rate, to the second
branch of them—was about to be proposed in the Imperial
House of Commons in 1653, and again in 1855, Select Com-
mittees were instructed to consider the whole question, to
report what it had been in the past, to report their advice,
and upoun their advice steps were taken which were after-
wards carried out by the House. The regulation is a per-
manent one, and as it is to be a permarent and lasting one,
it is well to be cautious. In this very first branch of
this resolution, I think, apart altogether from the guestion
of the merits of the change, there is a defect. AsIreadthe
first branch of this resolution the House would be, after
having passed it, entirely in a quandary if it should happen
thas the gentleman who is elected 1o be Chairman of
Committees should happen to be absent from the Chamber
when we are called upon to go into Committee. The second
branch provides for filling the vacancy when there is &
death, a resignation, or otherwise, by the olection of &
successor ; but that does not apply to the case of & tempor-
ary absence from the Chamber; and in the oase of a
te‘x;porary absence from the Chamber there is no provision
made for filling the office. This officer is to be Chairman
of all Committees of the Whole. What if he is away? We
have provision for his absence in the other branch of the
resolution, of this second resolution, where you, Sir, are
given an authority to call & gentleman to the Chair daring
our absence, It is said that if the Chairman of Committees
absent you may call some other member. But what ic

¥
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the Chairman of Committees is absent when the Chair in
Committee of the Whole is to be filled? No provision
whatever is made to fill that gap. I instance that, Sir, as a
reason why it is important that we should look carefully into
this matter and investigate it, according to our custom,
with tho assistance of a small Select Committee of which, 1
think, you should be one. Now, I have said that our
custom has been for a long time to call some member to the
Chair for the Committee of Ways and Means, and that that
custom has worked satisfactorily on the whole. It would,
in my opinion, be an improvement that the same member
of this House should, as a rule, be called to the Chair in the
other Committees of the Whole. I do not speak of Ways
and Means, becanse I think that Committee is a less im-

rtant part of our procedure than is Supply, but I speak of
(%gmmittees of the Whole on private and public legislation.
I think it i important that we should adopt that as a
practice, just as we have adopted, as a practice, that one
man should be called to the other Committees. These are
the proceedings of this House which, I think, are the least
satisfactorily conducted, and I do not attribute that to the
fault of the Chairman of any particular Committee ; I attri-
bute it—if the House will permit me to say so—to the fact that
we are in the habit of regarding altogether in a too perfunc-
tory light proceedings of Committees of the Whole; that they
ought to be regarded much more seriously ; that they
ought not to be the matters of course .which, in too many
cases, they are ; and so long as they are so regarded by the
main body of the Committee of the Whole it matters little
who the Chairman may be. Now, the hon. gentleman spoke
most of all, Sir, of the question of the Chair of this House.
He addressed his observations to that point almost en-
tirely. With that point we are not, however, now
dealing; we are dealing with the Chair itself. But I call
attention to the fact that the hon. gentleman’s discourse was
directed to that, and he gave us a very melancholy account
of the consequences of filling this chair to previous Speakers,
and he hinted that you, Sir, yourself—although nore of us,
by any outward and visible signs would have conjectured
it—had suffered seriously in your health from the discharge
of your daties. I hope, Sir, the hon. gentleman’s kind feel-
ing and sympathy towards yourself have led him to
expross a little more strongly than, perhaps, the facts en-
tirely warrant as to the degree in which you have sutfered
from the discharge of your duties here. Ever since we
commenced our existence as a Parliament, ever since the
year 1868, we have had a very proper provision incorporated
in our legislation by which you are empowered at any time
to call another member to the Chair, and calling another
member to the Chair, to retire and get those periods of re-
freshment which, I quite agree, may be essential to the
person who has to perform your exalted duties during the
stress and strain of a Session. I do not suppose that it is
intended the Speakers of this House shall be absent
oftener or longer than has been the custom in the past.
1 agree as to the importance of the Chair being, as a rule,
unless in case of emergency, filled by the Speaker of the
House himeelf : and therefore I shall very much more regret
that we should appear to lend a color to more frequent
absences of the Speaker than those necessary absences which
have heretofore prevailed. But the hon. gentleman gave
us an account of the unfortunate position, and of the diffi-
culties created by the men who had from time to time filled
the Chair at your request and by your order, which, I think,
was somewhat exaggerated. He stated that gentlemen had
been called who had no special aptitude for the Chair, who
had no sense of the responsibilities which devolved upon
them in the Chair,who had not thatprestige of authority which
belonged to you, as Chairman, and hence these difficulties oc-
curred. Ido not remember asingle difficulty which has occur-
red in this House during the absence of yourself or your pre-
decessor, Mr. Speaker, while the Chair was filled by some

hon. gentleman from time to time. I believe hon, gentle-
men who have been called from time to time to fiil the
Chair have been persons who were not, of courso, a8 com-
petent as one specially trained for that office and filling that
office permanently, but reasonably competent to discharge,
and they did discharge, its functions reasonably well ; and,
therefore, I testify—and I had never the good fortune to be
one of them—that they from time to time supplied reason-
ably well the place of yourself and your predecessors during
temporary absence. That, however, again has nothing to
do with the present resolution. While I have said that it -
would be an improvement if we could adopt the practice of
calling one individual to the Chair of Committees of the
House, not necessarily the same individual for all the Com-—
mittees, but perhaps one for Supply and Ways and Means,
and another for Legislation, which involves different con-
siderations, different training and knowledge, and a different
amount of enquiry and information from that which is
involved in holding the office of Chairman of Supply and Ways
and Means—I would say this, my opinion is that the plan
would have considerable advantage. I think if one or two
members, say two members, were chosen by those who are
of the majority and control the House, and if it were under-
stood that on occasions when you vacate the Chair as
Speaker, one of those should be called upon, and upon the
occasion of the House going into Committee of the Whole
one or other should be chosen, you would find the exigen-
cies of the case fully met. The position is one of dignity
and one of usefulness, one which has been cheerfully under-
taken by respec'able memters of this House, when from
time to time in this and previous Parliaments they have
been asked to undertake it. It is understood to be one
which is an important position, and which hon, members
are very ready to occupy as part of that service which they
owe to the House and the country. Our Sessions last three
months only, one-half or sometimes less, than those of the
Imperial Parliament. Our attendance is regular compared
with that of members in England, and therefore the gues.
tion whether a member sits in the Chair or in his own chair
in this House is not so very material. That plan, there-
fore, would give an opportunity of training more men
than one; it would have the advantage of elasticity, 1t
would have also an advantage which, I think, is not
destroyed by the present plan, but which would, perhaps,
be rendered more feasible by what 1 suggest, ot selecting
members most familiar with each of the two gunaranteed
languages in this House. We know that by the constitution
the use of the English and of the French languages is
secured in our proceedings here, as well oral as written ;
and I say that the rights of the minority in that respect are
by us, who happen to be of the majority, to be carefully
guarded, and it comes, perhaps, with better grace from one
of those who belongs to the majority to say this, or at all
events, to open the discussion on this subject, rather than
one of the minority. I say that those rights exist from cir-
cumstances over which we have no control. Circumstances
are too strong for us. A distinguished former member of
this House said, as I observed the other day, that he was an
Englishman speaking French; but of how many English
members, may I ask, can it be truly said that they are
Englishmen speaking French ? It is not so. We sometimes
make efforts, but they are not great successes, You and I,
Mr, Speaker, each sometimes {ry to read some words of
French, but you will agree with me that we do not make
very much of it. You have an advantage in every respect
over myself in that your utterances, even if it were other-
wise in regard to the language, would always be under-
stood ; but mine being addressed to finite intelligences,
would not be so easily understood. And I am quite sure
that the difficulty is &8 clearly exhibited in our cases as it can
be. You have sometimes reminded me of the story in
Punch of the young English couple who went to France on
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their honeymoon trip, and while breakfasting at the hotel,
the gentleman found some difficulty in making himself
understood. Thereupon he dropped into English, and he
found the waiters understood him. ¢ Angelina,” said he,
* these waiters seem to understand English,” ¢ Of course,
they do,” said his wife,who was familiar with the language,
“ and I recommend you, if you want to tell me any secrets
in publie, to talk only in French.” It is a little otherwise
with ounr friends here, They have shown themsclves to be
vory much more familiar with our language than we seem
to be able to get with theirs, and yet it must be conceded
that many of them epeak to usat a disadvantage when they
address the House in a language not their own, and it must
be increased when the presiding officers as well as the
audience are in the same position. I think the plan men-
tioned by me is the best. I think the plan which I have
suggested, and which would carry out substantially all that
the hon. gentleman proposes, would enable us to say
that if the Cbair of this House were filled by a
geutleman whose native language is English, the
Chair of the Committees should be filled by one whose
native language is French. But the hon. gentleman
proposes a great change ; he proposes this new plan, and it
is just as well to say that, as far as I can judge, the plan is
to create a new salaried office. On this subject, indeed, the
hon. gentleman did not do more thsn touch. Just by way
of introducing the subject delicately, he told us thatin
Australia there was a ralary of so much, in Queensland-a
salary of so much, in Viectoria a salary of so much. Those
circumstances are not very important to us; what we
should like to know is what the hon. gentleman proposes
for us, whether he propo:es that this office shall be a salaried
office, and if to, what shall be the salary. We are left in
this respect in entire ignorance. I am not, I think, far
wrong in predicting that the hon. gentleman does propose
to create a new salaried office ; and I am rather afraid I
must say more, that it is a case, not of an office for which a
man is wanted, bot ¢f a man who wants-an office, I am
much afraid it is co, though I do not like to believe it. Bat
can it be that an estimable and amiable member whom we
all reepect, whom we all esteem, but who will be the
first himself to admit that he has not yet exhibited
to us on the floor of 1his House his Parliamentary
capacity or fitness for that post, is to be made Chairman of
Supply and of Committees and Deputy Speaker of this
House? Andis he to be made 20 in compensation for hopes
deferred, if not destroyed, of a cabinet office to which he is
not to be promoted, perhaps because he is thought not
strong enough for the place, and perhaps because it is
thought not safe to submit his acceptance of that place to
the endorsation of his constituents.,  For my part I object
at this time to the creation of a new salaried office. I think
the times are not opportune for an increase of expenditure
in this way. 1 beliove the people at large think this legis-
lative machine of itself is costly enough as it stands, and
that they will be averse to paying an additional salary even
to a member of this House without cogent reason. And
especially are they so when it threatens the independence
of Parliament and involves an addition to the places which
may be held by members of Parliament, and more par-
ticularly to the places which may be held by members of
Parliament without their receiving the endorsation of their
constituents in the step which they take when they become,
instead of being independent members of Parliament, mem-
bers who hold offices at the gift of the Administration just
as plainly as if they were Crown offices, and from which
time they cease to be independent members of Parliament.
They see, 8ir, to day indirect means of increasing the pat-
ronage which already exists. They see it through com-
panies of which members of Parliament are the principal
progrietora, and under which enormouns sums are yearly
paid in effect to members of Parliament. They see timber
Mr, Braxs,

limits, they see ranches, they see colonization companies,
they see coal lands, they see gold lands, they see railway
charters, they see railway subsidies, they see departmental
favors, all used as machinery by which this Parliament is
being perverted from being & free and independent Parlia-
ment to something very different, which, perhaps, it would
not be quite parliamentary to mention; and I do not think
they will desire to see added to this a new office, which, as
I huve said, is in the gift of the Administration as mach as
if it was a proposal that the Ministry should appoint the
officer, inasmuch as the Ministry is about, in a little while,
when this discussion is over, to move a selection or appoint-
ment which the House will doubtless ratify. I og)ject,
therefore, to the plan on all these grounds, but I am nou
ssnguine enough to hope that my objection will prevail.
This House has already swallowed camels, and I do not
suppose that it will now strain at a gnat. . If I could
I would press on the hon. gentleman the  settlement
of the question in the sense in which I have re-
ferred to the two languages. If the tem —the more
elastic system which I have mentioned, whish I believe
would be the best—is to be departed from, and we
are about to lay down once for all & plan under which this
additional officer shall be appointed, then the time comes to
consider what shall be done in that regard, and whether
that question-should not be regulated formally, as we are
now regulating formally the appointment of the officer. We
have here between fifty and sixty members whose native
language is French. They bear with good nature and for-
bearance the inconvenience inseparable from the majority
being English, with an imperfect knowledge of their
language. They usually address us in English, and when
they do so, they acquit themselves in that language to the
admiration of the House. But great inconvenience to them
must result, and it is thon our duty to minimise that incon-
venience as much as possible; and it would be reasonable
to provide that whenever the Chair of this House is filled
by a person whose language is English, the other office
should be filled by one whose native tongue is French—turn
ubout is fair play in that regard. Now, in these questions
to which I have alluded, the whole subject might best be
considered in the way I have suggested. I very much pre-
fer that our proceedings with reference to our infoimal
organisation should be disposed of in that way,and, if possible,
by unanimous consent. IthinkI have said enough to show
that there is no reason why we should proceed to the de-
cision of this question to-day; I think we ought to consider
it in the method to which I have referred. I am prepared,
for my part, to vote against the scheme as now brought
down, if the House presses it to a vote to-day ; but I am
prepared to vote for such a cast of the office as that I have
referred to, though, on the whole, I think it would be tet’er
to endeavor to adjust this matter in the way I suggested at
the opening of my remarks—to refer it to a Select Com-
mittee to consider the whole subject and to endeavor to
ascertain what is the proper way to deal with it~to find
recedents and practices and report to this House. 1 should
ike to know, at this moment at which we are called on
to vote, how many members are acquainted with the powers
and usages and practices that ought to be considered with
reference to the Chairman of Committees—the powers and
rights affecting the Speaker as they obtain in Engiand ?
e are not informed as to these matters. The scheme does
not strike my mind favorably in the first instance; but,
desirous rather of finding a method which will accommodate
opposing views, I propose the following amendment-—leave
out the words after * that ” and insert the following :—

A Select Committeo be appointed to consider and report to this House
whether any and what mprovements may be made with réferehos to the
chairmanship of the Oommittes of the Whole.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. The hon, getitiemsa com-
menoced by stating that the practive had been thst otte hon,
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momber was generally selected as Chairman of Commit-
tees of the Whole, and that that was the best practice that
could be adopted. Well, it is very difficult to carry it into

effect—to carry it out thoroughly. This subject, as the hon. |

gentleman knows—Dbecause I see he has studied the subject
and examined the reports of the various committees in
England~is one which was fully cousidered there; it was
& matter of very grave consideration and some doubt, and
it was only after the whole subject matter had been fully
sifted that the House of Commons came to the conclusion
that a change was absolutely necessary. Tho hon. gentle-
man says that he has not observed, when a Chairman is cal-
led to the Committee of the Whole, that there has been any
irregularity or inconvenience, The hon. gentleman, if he
looks back, will see—any hon, member who has sat in Parlia-
ment for some time, must have observed—that the proceed-
ings in Committee of the Whole are not conducted with all the
regularity, are not conducted with that deference to Parlia-
mentary propriety that usually obtains when you, Sir, occupy
the Chair. A casual chairman selected for the nonce cannot
himself feel that confidence, that right to rule and decide,
which a chairman clothed with official authority must feel.
The hon. gentleman says this is a matter of governmental
appointment. The appointment is to be made by the House
—by a majority of the House, certainly, but stil by the
House, by the representatives of the people, and the officer
appointed will be no more a governmental appointment than
is the ker of the House. The majority will decide as
they see fit, in afree Parliament of a free people, and if they
choeose to support the Governmentof theday, if they choose
to approve the recommendations of that Government, it is
no impairment of the freedom of the people; it is an exer-
cise of the freedom of the representatives of the people,
when they support the Government of the day. The hon.
gentleman’s main objection, however, is that there is going
to be another salary. Well, I think we should pay a few
pounds for the purpose of compensating the Chairman of
Committees for performing the onerous and responsible
duties of such a Fosition. But the hon. gentloman wishes
to be economical, Why, Sir, if the hon. gentleman would
be more economical in the mnotices he gives for returns, I
venture to say that the cost for returns which he has moved
for—many ot them of no use or utility, many that will not
be printed, or considered by the Printing Committee to be
worthy of printing—the cost of the returns which he asks for
will provide the salary of the Chairman ot Committees five
times over. And then, Mr. Speaker,the hon. gentleman, above
all things, is so anxious that my friends from Lower Canada
who speak French shall have their interests protected. Sir,
the hon. gentleman has thought that he might introduce a
little sectionalism—that he might set English against French,
and French against English. The thing is obvious—he gets
such a support from the French Canadians that he feels that
he must defend their rights, and must prevent them being
trampled upon. The hon. gentleman’s motive is kind,
it is philanthropic. The hon. gentleman, flowing over with
love for his fellow-men, and especially for his French Cana-
dian fellow-men, makes this proposition because he has
heard that a gentleman who is not a Frenoh Canadian may
probably be proposed. It is rather unworthy, that, Mr.
Speaker, of the hon. gentleman; it is not very dignified,
and I am quite sure that the shaft will fail of its object. It
is too thin, Mr. Speaker. My French Canadian friends
understand this; they understand the object and the motive
too well to pay much attention to the hon. gentleman’s new-
born philanthropy and French Canadianism. Mr. Speaker,
I do not consent to the appointment of this committee,
The subject has been threshed out by the experience of the
House of Commons in England, to which we always refer
with pleasure and instruction. We, as & general rule, in
unprovided cases, adopt the rules of the House of Commons.
1t is provided in our own rules that in unprovided cases we

shall adopt the practice of the House jof Commons. We
propose, in this case, to adopt that practice, and I shall
oppose the motion in amendment.

Mr. CASEY. The right hon. gentleman has made two
or three points, which he evidently considers very strong
ones, against the proposal of my hon. friend on this side of
the House. He says, Sir, that the Chairm in of Committees
would be just as independent of the Governmentas you your-
self. Well, Sir, admit that ; admit that the Chairman of Com-
mittees would be equally independent with the Speaker.
The difference remains that the Chairman of Committees,
instead of having a seat, like yourself, outside of the party
contentions of the House, acting as arbiter on points of
Order, would be an active member of the House, occupying
a seat in the House, and with the privilege of voting on
every party question, and casting his vote for the Govern-
ment to which he owes his appointment, I conclude that if
the Chairman of Committees is to be only as independent as
the Speaker, he should not have a seat in the House, and
should not vote on party questions any more than the
Speaker does. On the second point, that the cost of the
returns moved for by my hon. friend who proposed this
amendment would be equal to five times the salary of
the proposed new officer, the right hon. gentleman
spoke with some feeling ; he spoke with some energy, with
something approaching anger, about the number of returns
moved for by the hon. leader of the Opposition ; and I do
not wonder at it, Mr. Speaker. These roturns have been
called for, for the information of the public and the members
of this House. “Oh,” says the right hon. gentleman, “lots
of them won’t ba printed ; lots of them are not worthy to be
printed.” Well, Sir, I agreo that if these returns are a true
representation of the facts, many of them are scarcely fit
for publication; because returns have been presented to
this "House before now, and will be again, I am quite
sure, bringing things to light which ought to disgust the
public, not only with the Government who do such things,
but with the people who tolerate such a Government. It

-is true that, for the credit of the country, some of these

roturns should not be printed. But the hon. gentleman says
that the cost of these returns would pay the salary of this
Chairman of Committees five times over. If so, it follows
that that gentleman is to have a very small salary, or that
the cost of bringing down these returns is to be extravagaat.
We have heard $2,000 mentioned as the probable salary
of this Chairman, If the right hon, leader of the Govern-
ment can make the preparation of these returns cost
$10,000, it will certainly be a glorious harvest time for the
sessional clerks, and for those who have friends to be ap-
pointed sessional clerks. But what hurt the right hon.
gentleman most was the © unworthy sectionalism ” displayed
by my hon, friend and leader. Well, Sir, it is certainly a
crushing accusation to come from that quarter. If the action
of the hon. leader of the O pgosition seems to the right hon,
Premier such a display of sectionalism as to pass the
bounds of propriety, it must indeed have been a most dis-
gusting display of sectionalism ; because, if the sectionalism
of yielding to, taking care of, and conciliating, the prejudices
and feelings and interests of the different sections of the
country was ever carried to perfection by any individual,
Iam quite sure the right hon. gentleman will be not .only
prepared to confess, but to boast, that it has been carried to
perfection by himself. That which he now denounces as
gectionalism” has been one of the secrets of his own suo-
coss, But is it sectionalism, in any sense, to provide for the
convenience of the minority in this House? Is it
even unworthy of our attention to provide for that
recognition of their influence, their prejudices and tho\?
feelings, which can be granted without the slightest detri-
ment to the feelings of any member of this House, or
any interference with the business of this House? I think



12

COMMONS DEBATES.

FeBrUARY 10,

it is not so. I believe the proposition of my hon. leader
is worthy of him, and worthy of the acceptance of
this House, and I am sure it will be as gladly acceeded
to by the English-speaking members of this House as
by those who speak French. We have recognised the

rinciple of it already, more or less, in the appointment of
g ers. It has not been a hard and fast rule, but it has
been almost the uniform practice that the Speakers should
be taken alternately from those who speak the two lan-
guages; and it has sometimes been urged that we should
have an English-speaking Speaker in the Senate, and a
French-speaking Speaker here, or vice versa. In the present
case, the Speaker of the Senate, as well as yourself, is a
gentleman whose native language is English, and that adds
force to the contention in favour of the amendment. Bat,
Sir, the right hon. gentleman concludes that this exhibi-
tion of sectionalism lacks dignity; it is ¢ undignified,” he
said, in his most rolling tones.

Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh!

Mr. CASEY. My hon, friends evidently recognise the
imitation. They are so accustomed to cheer the tones 1
refer to, that when I imitate them they are bound to cheer
also. He said it was “ unworthy, undignified,” and he
capped the climax by saying, It is too thin.” If the speech
seems undignified to the right hon. gentleman who considers
the use of slang of that sort to be a highly dignified pro-
ceeding, it certainly was undignified, and 1 am very much

ashamed of it,

Amendment (Mr, Blake), negatived on t{he following

division : —
Yeas :

Messieurs
Allen, Fleming, McMullen,
Armstrong, Forbes, Miils,
Auger, Geoffrion, Malock,
Bain (Wentworth), Gillmor, Paterson (Brant),
Béchard,} Gunn, t,
Blake, Harley, Ray,
Bouraass. Holton, Rinfret,
Barpee (Sunbury), Innes, Robertson (Shelburne),
Cameron %Hnrou), Irvine, Seriver, .
Cameron (:liddlesex), Jackson, Somerville (Brant),
Canvwrigut, ing, Somerville (Bruce),
Oasey, Kirk, pringer,
Oasgrain. Laaderkino, Sutherland (Oxford),
Catudal, Langelier, Thompson,
Oharlton, Laaurier, Trow,
Cockburn, ister, y
De 8t. Georges, Livingatone, Watson,
Edgar, Mackenzie, Wells,
Fairbank, McCraney, Wilson.—59.
Fisher, Mclsaac,

Navs:

Mesgieurs
Abbott, Dundas, MecNeill,
Allison, Dupont,, Masgne,
Amyot, ATTOW, Mitchell,
Baker (Migsisquoi), Ferguson (Welland), Montplaisir,
Baker (Victona), Fortin, O’ Brien.
Barpard, Foster, Orton,
Beaty, Gagné, Ouimet,
Bell, Gaudet, Psaint,
Belleag, Gaunlt, Patterson (Essex),
Benoit, Qigault, Pinsonneault,
Benson, Gironard, Prayn,
Bergeron, Gordon, Reid,
Bergin, Grandbois, Riopel, .
Billy, Guilbault, Roberteon (Hamilton),
Blondeau, Guillet, Roberteon (Hastings),
Bossé, Hackett, al,
Bourbeau, Hall, Rykert,
Bowell, Hay, Shakespeare,
Bryson, Heason, S8mall,
Burnbam, Hickey, Smyth,
Burns, Hilliard, Rproule,
Oameron (Inverness), Homer, Stairs,
Campbell (Victoria), Hurtean, Taschereaun,
Carling, Ives, Tassé,
Oaron, Jamieson, Taylor,
Chapleayu, Kilvert, Temple,

Mr, Caszy.

Cochrane, Kinney, Tilley,

Colby, Kranz, Townshend,
Costigan, Landry (Kent), Tupper,

Coughlin, Landry (Moatmagny), Tyrwhitt,
Coursol, Langevin, allace gAlbert),
Curran, L.esage, Wallace (York
Daly, Macdonald (King’s),  White éﬂsrd_we »
Daoust, Macdonald (Sir § ohn), White (Hastings),
Dawson, Mackintosh, White (Renfrew),
Desaulniers (Mask’ngt), Macmaster, Williams,

Desaulniers (3t. M’rice),Ma.cmillan’(lﬁddlesex), Wood Brockville?,
Westmoreland),

Des{;ardins, McDougald (Pictou), Wood
Dickinson, McDougall (C. Breton), Woodworth,
Dodd, McLelan, Wright.—121.
Dugas,

Mr. ROYAL. I move that after the second paragraph
the following paragraph be inserted :—

And that the member elected to serve as Deputy Speaker and Ohair-
man of Committees shall be required to possess & full and practical
knowledge of the language which is not that of the Speaker for the
time being.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. This will give & fine
opportunity for introducing a competitive examination,

Mr. GIROUARD, The House will be the judge of that,

Amendment agreed to,

Mr. MILLS moved :

That the main motion be amended by inserting after the words
‘‘go elected do’’ the words *‘if in his place in this House.”

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman will
find thatin England the Chairman of Ways and Means, a8 in
this resolution, takes the Chair, as a matter of course, in all
committees and in the Committee of the Whole House, but
should he be absent another Chairman can be appointed.
However, I have not the slightest objection 1o accept the
hon. gentleman’s amendment.

Amendment agroed to.

Mr. IVES. It strikes me there might possibly be some
misunderstanding in reference to the wording of the amend-

jment of the hon. member -for Provencher (Mr. Royal).

His amondment says that the Chairman of the Committee

"shall possess a practical knowledge of the langnage, not

the language of the Speaker, for the time being. I do not
know, as it is, that there are only two languages, We
have a good many Germans in Canada, and the Minister of
Agriculture is bringing them in more rapidly every year.
I think it is, therefore, worth considering whether the
wording is not a little loose. '

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Perhaps if Ah-Sin should
be here, or an Indian, he might object; but as there are
only two languages recognised by the Constitutional Act,
the French and English, I do not think the question can
possibly arise.

Main motion, as amended, agreed to on the foregoing
division reversed.

-Sccond resolution agreed to on a division,

Third resolution agreed to.

Fourth resolution agreed to.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved

That Malachy Daly, Esq., member for the County of Halifax, do take
the Chair at all Committess of the Whole House, in accordance with
the foregoing resolutions.

Mr. CASEY. It will be now in order, under the stand-
ing Orders of the House, to appoint a committee or a Board
of Examiners to enquire as to whether the gentleman pro-

osed has & full and practical knowledge of the French

anguage,

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. 1 hope the hon. gentleman
will not be at that frouble. He knows as well as I that
the hon, gentleman who was proposed is a gentleman who,

| although he cannot speak the French as well as his. owe



1885. COMMONS

DEBATES. 73

language, understands it fully, and I am sure will be quite
competent to make himself understood by hon. members of
this House. .

Mr. CASEY. Iknow that, and was only drawing atten-
tion to the peculiarity of the arrangement which may make
it difficult at times to go into effect.

Motion agreed to on & division.
On the fifth resolation,

Mr. BLAKE. I rise to a question of order. The hon.
gentleman has not signified the consent of the Crown to this.

SIR JOHN A, MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman is
quite right, but I have obtained the consent of the Crown in
writing.

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. gentleman has not yet signified
the consent of the Crown.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman is
captious. - » '

Some hon. MEMBERS. Order.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. If ¢ captious” is nota
parliamentary word, I will take it back. The hon. gen-
tleman is not captious. I move the resolution.

Mr. BLAKE. The question of order being now settled, I
call your attention, Mr. Speaker, to another question, which
appears to me to be of considerable consequence with refer-
ence to this resolution. The Constitutional Act has pro-
vided for the mode in which a Speaker shall be appointed,
and for the functions of the Speaker. The 44th section
provides that:

*The House of Commons, on its first assembling after &
shall proceed with all practicable speed to elect o1e o
be Bpeaker;’’

And then the next section provides for the case of a
vacancy. The 46th section provides that :

#The SPea.ker shall preside at all meetings of the House of
Commons ;"

And the 47th section that:

“Until the Parliament of Oanada otterwise provides, in case of the
absence for any reason of the Speaker from the Chair of the House of
Commoa2s for a period of fort,y—eight consecutive hours, the House may
elect another of its members,’’ .
for certain purposes; but the Constitutional Act does not
itself make any provision for the case which is being met
by this proposed resolution. It provides only for the case
of the absence of the Speaker and the action of the House
thereupon. The difficulty with reference to the action of
the Speaker himself was provided for, as I mentioned awhile
ago, 1n the first Session of the first Parliament, by cha
ter 2, the second Act we passed; and under that, by Act of
Parliament, it was provided that : '

‘* Whenever the Speaker of the House of Commons, from illness or
other cause, finds it necessary to leave the Chair during any part of
the sittings of the said House on any day, he may call upon any mem-
ber thereof to take the Chair and to act as Speaker during the
remainder of such day, unlessthe Speaker himself resume the Chair
before the close of the sittings for that day;"”
and so forth, Therefore, by an Act of Parliament, you were
given a full and free power and discretion to choose any
one from amongst the members of this House whom you
thought fit to take the Chair, and such person was bound
to take the Chair and have the authority. Now,
the proposed resolution is that you shall “ call upon
the Chairman of Committees, or in his absence, any member
of the House to take the Chair.” Ido not object to that
rale at all. I-think it is an extremely reasonable thing, in
furtherance of the intention of the House and the English
practioe, that you should call upon the Chairman of Com-
mittees, or in Kis absence, any member of the House. Bat
it is olear that the discretion given to you by this Aot .of
Parliament is qualified and limited by the proposed Standing

10

neral election,
its members to

Order requiring you to call upon & designated member, and,
in his absence only, upon another member of the House.
Of course, the House of Commons, no more than the Senate,
can alter the law of the land by a resolution, That is well
understood. That is a fundamental point. Therefore it is
by Bill that this change, which I entirely approve of in
itself, must be made. If it is desired by the House of Com-
mons to lay it down as a rule that a designated mbmber
must be called upon, we are altering the Act, and we can-
not do that by a Standing Order or by a resolution,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I quite agree with the
principle laid down by the hon. gentleman, that this House
cannot by a resolution alter an Act of Parliament. There
is no doubt about that, and that is not my intention in
moving these resolutions, These resolutions are introduced
for the purpose of basing and founding an Act of Parliament
upon them, and the moment they are passed a Bill will be
introduced. '

Mr, MILLS. Then they are not the Orders of the House.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There is no question
which comes before the Parliament which cannot be com-
menced by resolation.

Mr. BLAKE. No, there is no question which comes before
Parliament which cannot be commenced by a resolution,
but it must be a resolution upon which a Bill is to be
founded. This is not a resolution for the founding of a
Bill, but a resolution complete in itself, which the hon.
gentleman proposes to make a Standing Order, Itis now
for the first time that we hear of the hon. gentleman’s pro-
posed Bill.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. There is nothing said
about this being a Standing Order in the resolution now in
your hands, %e will come to that by-and-bye, In the
meantime, I may assure the hon, gentleman that I have the
Bill drafted.

Mr. BLAKE. We have this difficalty. We have already
elected the Chairman of Committees. The Committee of
Ways and Means will be struck very soon, we hope, and
committees of this House will be in existence, Is this reso-
lution to have any force in the meantime? Are you to be
bound by it? On the face of it, you appear to be bound by

it, but you are not bound by it, and it is an illegal order
until the Bill is passed.

Resolution agreed to.

On the sixth resolution,

Mr. BLAKE. Wo have already arranged by a Standing
Order, until and unless a Bill shall bp passed, to override

P~ | an Act of our own Parliament. I presume the hon. gentle-

man is equally able to override the Constitutional Act by a
like Order. The Constitutional Act is an Act of the Im-
perial Parliament, for which the hon. gentleman has been
supposed to have some deference, and the 47th section of
that Act declares that, ‘until the Parliament of (anada
otherwise provides”-—mark you, Sir, not until the House of
Commons, by a Standing Order or otherwise, otherwise
provides, but “until the Parliament of Canada otherwise

rovides,” and the only way in which the Parliament of
(R/anada ean provide is by an Act of Parliament—*in case of
thq absence for any reason of the Speaker from the
Chair of the House of Commons for a period of forty-
eight consecutive hours, the House may elect another
of its members to act as Speaker, and the member so elected
shall, daring the continuance of such abseqce of the
Speaker, have and execute all the powers, privileges and
duties of Speaker.” Now, there is a provision which
was the same as, or was based upon, the then provision in
England for this case. It is in the same words, and I main-
tain that any variation from that provision, any alteration

of the relations of the House to the Chair in the case of the
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absence of the Speaker, cannot be accomplished otherwise
than by Bill. Here you find, “until the Parliament of Can-
ada otherwise provides,” certain things are to be done.
Now, what does the hon. gentieman propose ? “That when-
evor the House shall be informed by the Clerk at the Table
of the unavoidable absence of Mr. Speaker,” so that, if you
are absent at apy time, not merely for forty-eight hours,
but for that or any other time,  the Chairman of Commit-
tees shall perform the duties and exercise the authority of
Speaker.” What is provided in the 47th scction is that
‘“the House may eloct another of its members to be Speaker.”
I maintain that we, by Standirg Order, have no right to
amend this 47th clanse of the Constitutional Act, and pro-
vide that a designated member shall be called to the Chair.
It must be done by Bill, and by Bill only, and the hon.
gentleman’s Standing Order, unless and until a Bill be passed,
i8 a void Standing Order, in sofar as it varies from the Con-
stitutional Act, and is otherwise useless and waste paper.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I quite agree with the
hon. gentleman that unless and until the Act passcs, the
present provision in the British North America Act must
prevail—unless and until it be otherwise; and we are now
proceeding for the purpose of otherwise providing.

Mr. CASEY. Will the election of a Chairman of Com-
mittees, who is also to act as Deputy Speaker, be also null
and void unless and until the Act is passed 7 And after the
Act is passed, will it be necessary to re-elect that gentle-
man ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Hear, hear.
Resolation agreed to.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. To mect the view, toa
certain extent, of the hon, gentleman, and instead of mov-
ing that the two foregoing resolutions be made Standing
Orders of this House, I move for leave to bring in a Bill
founded upon them,

Mr. BLAKE, Thisis the first time I have scen the hon.
gentleman having intended to do a thing, and wanting to
do a thing, being quite decided to do a thing, not know the
way to do it. If the hon. gentleman had said these resolu-
tions were intended to initiate proceedings for a Bill, and ir-
tending that ard knowing that, ke gave us roticc ihey were
going to be Starding Orders, aud then sprang the Bill
upon us, I am sorry to say the hon. gentleman should, upon
this oceasion, not have known the way. I rather suspect
it was because he did not know the difficulty., If he bad
known the difficulty and intended to accomplish the object,
I am quite sure we would not have seen this last resolution
put :dpon the paper which the hon. gentleman has just now
moved,

Motion agreed to, and Bill (No. 26) to
appointment of & Deputy Speaker read the

REMUNERATION OF CENSUS COMMMISSIONERS
IN THE NORTH-WEST.

Mr. CARON. In the absence of the hon. Minister of
Agriculture, I beg leave to move that you do now leave the
Chair, and that the House resolve itself into Committee of
the Whole to consider the following reselutions :—

1. Resolved,—That the Minister of Aﬁ:iculture shall cause to be pré-
pated one or more tables, seiting forth the rates of allowances or remu-
neration of the eeveral Censue Commissioners and enumerators
employed in the taking of the census of the Province of Manitobs, the
North-West Territories and the District of Keewatin, not, however, to
exceed in the sggregate such amount for each day of proved effective
service for any numerator and for each day of like service for any
Census Commissioner as the Governor in Council directs, and the same
shall be iaid betore Parliament within the first fifteen days of the Session
next ensuing.

2. Resolved,—That such allowances or remuneration shall be paid
to the several persons entitled thereto, in such manner as the Governor
in Qouncil directs, but sball not be payable until the services required

Mr, BLaAxe,

gﬂovide for the
t time.

?g the dperson receiving the same have been faithfully and entirely per-
rmed.

3. Resolved,—That such allowances or remuneration and all expenses

to be incurred- in carrying into effect any Act of the Parliament of
Canads relating to such census shall be paid out of such moneys as are
provided by Parliament for that purpose.
These resolutions are for the purpose of providing for the
remunperation of the enumersatorsto be appointed for taking
the census in Mauitoba and the North-“?est Territories. 1t
has been considered dcsirable to have the census in the
Province of Mauitoba and also in the North-West Terri-
lories taken every five years instead of every ten. I
think it is very desirable that in a new and growing country
like Manitoba its progress and development should be ascer-
tained and published more frequently than once in ten
yecars. As to the North-West Territories, I think it is also
very desirable that their agricultural development and the
producing capabilities of that very fertile country, in the
way of agricultural products and cattle, should be ascer-
tained and published to the world oftener than once in ten
years. I know that at the present time those statistics are
collected, but I think that under the new system they will
be collected in a very much more ratisfactory and complete
manner than they are at present.

Mr. BLAKE. I am sorry that the hon. member has pro-
posed these resolutions to-day. I think the proceedings, if
not abgolutely irregular, are premature. It is not a resolu-
tion upon which to found a Bill at all, and no Bill is
actually introduced by the Minister of Agriculture for the
taking of a census in the North-West Territories; and yet
wo have here the money resolution for that Bill. Now, as
a rule, we do not take moaney resolutions on Bills until after
the House has had the second reading of the Bill, and for
the reason that money resolutions, when reported, are re-
ferred to the committee to which the Bill has been referred.
But the Bill iteclf has not been printed. We are unable to
scrutinise its provisions, to see if they harmonise with the
money resolutions; and we really hsve not, therefors, &
fair opportunity of seeing how they fit into the resolutions
of the Bill, There is no differcnce of opinion as to the
principle of the Bill. From this side of the House, rome
years ago, the suggestion was made that there should be a
quinquennial instead of a more distant census. These reso-
lations contain, however, certain very peculiar provisions
as to details for the payment of the enamerators. I know
not whether the hon. gentleman (Mr. Caron) has received
instructions from the Minister whois in charge of the
Department to give full explanations as to the reasons why
they have been inserted; but if the hon. gentleman had
devoted himself to that point, instead of discussing the
%rinciple of a quinguennial census, which belongs to the

ill and not to the resolations, his remarks would have
been more pertinent to what is immediately before us.
What is immediately before us is as to these details, There
is an illusory provision as to the control of Parliament over
these salaries. The resolution reads:

¢ That the Minister of Agriculture shall cause to be prepared one or
more tables, setting forth the rates of allowance or remuneration,” and
g0 forth, ‘‘ and the same shall be 1aid before Parliament within the first
fifteen days of the Session next ensuing.’’

We do not know the principle on which these men are to
be remunerated. We should have some further information
as to the principle on which the public money is to be ex-
pended.  Moreover, the resolutions should indicate the

rinciple. This House should not give a vague and inde-

nite power to the hon, Minister, particularly when there is
no need to do so. The census has been taken in these very
Territories, It was done in 1881, The decennjal census
hasbeen taken more than once in the country. The hon.
Minister must know the proper principle, and if he does
not know it he must find it out; he must lay down a prin.
ciple after a little while, before he passes the Order in
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Council. Why should he not state to the House that such
and such a principle is te be applied to the remunera-
tion of the enumerators, and ask the House to sanc-
tion it, not ask the House to give the whole
matter into his discretion. The resolutions also set
forth that the allowances or remuneration and all ex-

enses shall be paid out of such moneys as are provided by
Barliament. My objection is to asking this House to sur-
render its functions of passing upon these proposals and
handing over exclusive control and an indefinite power to
fix the remuneration to the hon, Minister of the Depart-
ment,

Mr. CARON. The leader of the Opposition is quite right
in asking for the information which I have recived from my
colleague, who, unfortunately, owing to iliness, is prevented
from being in his seat to-day. * As the House knows, under
the old Act, the remuneration given to commissioners was
$1 per day, and $3 per day to each enumerator. Payment
was made up under the old Act—and it will be made up in
like manner if these resolutions are carried into effect and a
Bill based on them is accepted by the House—on a calcula-
tion of the days of service, the number of miles travelled and
the namber of families taken, the payment {0 commissioners
not to excced the amount I have stated, $¢ per day, acd that
of enumerators, $3 per day. In addition to the amount
slated, additional compensation was given in the case of
some outlying parts of the Province, such as the upper part
of the county of Otlawa. As in some remote portions of
the older Provinces, so in the North-West Territory and
Province of Manitoba, although the rule of $4 per day to
commissioners and $3 per day to cnumerators was laid
down extras had to be paid, due 10 the sparseness of the
population and the great length of mileage which had to be
travelled, and also from the difficulties experienced in many
instances by enumerators in getting from one piace to an-
other, Nevertheloss, the rule adopted by the Department
of Agriculture is intended to be followed—according to in-
formation I have received—which is, payment of $4 per day
to commissioners and $3 to enumerators,

Motion agreed to.
(In the Committee.)

Mr. BLAKE. Perhaps the hon, gentleman will alter
the resolutions by inserting the maximum rate of payment
to which he has referred.

Mr, CARON. The information I have given is the infor-
formation which I have received. I know that the maxiinum
which the Minister intended to lay down as the rule to be
adopted is $4 por day for each cemmissioner, and $3 for
each enumerator. In the absence of the Minister of Agri-
culture, I do not desire to make the change which the

leader of the Opposition has suggested ; but I do not mean |

to ask concurrence in the resolutions until that point has
been satirfactorily settled.

Mr, BLAKE. There will, of eourse, be allowed the same

freedom of debate on the motion to concur asin committee ?
Mr, CARON. Certainly.

Mr. MILLS. We see the practical inconvenience of being
called on to consider these resolutions without knowin
precisely at this moment what is contained in the Bill. I
do not know from the provisions of the resolutions whether
the Government intend taking the census over the entire
North-West Territories and the District of Keewatin, or
merely in particular organised districts. I think we should
know what the Government propose to do before we are
cslled on to take action. The hon. Minister in charge of
the resolutions must be aware that unless the Government
aro prepared to dispute the decision of the Judicial Com-
mittée in r to the boundaries of Manitoba, all those
parts of the Distriot of Keewatin in which there were no

civilised settlers were embraced either in the Province of
Ontario or the Province of Manitoba. The settlers along
the Rainy River are now held to be within the Province of
Ontario, and not within the District of Keewatin. Hon.
gentlemen opposite, by the alterations they made in the
boundaries of Manitoba, included in it the Icelandic settle-
ments which were iu the District of Keewatin, so that there
are no settlers in the District of Keewatin, except a few
wandering tribes, or sections of tribes of Indians, There are
no people to provide a government for ; there is no necessity
for a government, and in fact there can be no civilized
government within that particular district, and I cannot
understand why the hon. gentleman should propose resolu-
tions to take the census in a district in which there are no
settlers, and in which there are not likely to be any for some
time to come; for all those sections of the District of Kee-
watin which were at all likely to be settled for years to
come are, as I have already stated, within either the
Province of Manitoba orthe Province of Ontario. Then,
with regard to the North-West Territory, there are certain
districts which the hon. gentleman marked out by Order in
Council, into which settlers are going, which are surveyed
and set out for settlement. 1 can understand why the
censas should bo taken in those districts, as the hon gentle-
man proposes, bat surely the hon. genticman does not pro-
pose 1o take the census of the Indian population on lands
which are not set out for settlement. Surely the census is
being taken with soms object in view, either for the purpose
of providing representation to the population in those
districts, or for the purpose of giving aid to people going in
there. So far, then, as those districts are concerned, which
are set omt for setilement and to which a population is
roing with a view of making a permanent settlement,
there is a reason for taking a census. But with regard to
other sections of {the North-West Territories there can be no
reason for taking the census and incurring a large expenditure
unnecessarily, If there is one thing more than another
which devolves upon the House, it is to look carefully after
the public expenditure. When the Government make a
proposal, it is the business of the House to see the extent
of the authority which they seek to take, and to confine
that authority within a reasonable limit, The duties of the
Government are administrative, and it is the duty of the
representatives of the people to determine how far they
shall authorise the Government to take the census within
five years. I think we should have had the Bill before us,
so that we could have seen precisely what the proposal is,
and seen that the taking of the census is confined to those
districts which are set out for settlement; and only where
it is nocessary, where settlement goes on rapidly should the
census be taken oftener than once in ten years,

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. These resolutions were
introduced by the hon.the Minister of Agriculture to ex-
pedite the business, and of course if the Bill does not meot
with the approbation of the House, these resolutions fall;
they are of no value. The considerations which the hon.
gentleman has very properly brought up will have full
weight with the House when that measure is taken. Itis
for the House to see whether the census has to be taken at
all, except the usual decennial census, and it is for Parlia-

€ | ment to see to what portion of the North-West, Manitoba or

Keewatin the Bill shall apply. These resolutions are
merely to fix the rate of remuneration, and they in no way
pledge the House, except as to this goint,‘egpeqmlly when the
proposition of the leader of the Opposition 18 carried into
effect, and & maximum is stated. *

Mr. MILLS. But the District of Keewsatin and the
North-West Territory are stated without limit.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Of course, But the limit
must be putin the Act,
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Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. In the absence of the
Minister of Agriculture, I would suggest to the hon. gentle-
man in charge of the measure, that it might be desirable to
do as was intended to be done in taking the original census—
that is, to lay on the Table of the House a schedule of the
questions which these proposed enumerators are to ask and
the information they should obtain. I mention that because

I think it might be of very considerable practical import-]

ance in the future, that there should be presented as clear a
view as possible of the condition of the people of the North-
West to-day. I am quite convinced that in a few years
their progress will be very great, and any comparison
with this census would be of great value in every poiut
of view. There are two or three matters which, at the proper
time, I would like to call attention to, which have been
omitted in our present census, and which I think it is
greatly to be regretted were omitted, more particularly—
and the hon. gentleman and the First Minister will see the
force of it—that we have no information as to the quality
and condition of the buildings in the Dominion of Canada.
In all other censuses that I know of, and certainly in Great
Britain and Ireland, great care is taken to show of what
material the houses consist, of how many rooms the houses
are compofed, and valuable and important deductions
touching the welfare of the population are and have been
drawn from this information. I called attention to it in
1881, but, unfortunately, it was not attended to, and a valu-
able element of information has thereby been lost. WNow,
I think that in the case of the North-West Territories it
would be of special interest to those who may be here five
years hence to have this information,

Mr. CARON. Iwill make a note of the remarks which
have fallen from hon, gentlemen, and will call the attention
of the Minister of Agriculture to them. I am quite cer-
tain he will give the information if possible.

Resolutions agreed to, and ordered to be reported.

THE BUDGET.

Sir JOHN A, MACPONALD moved the adjournment of
the House.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT, Is the hon. Minister
of Finance in a position to give us any information as to
when we may expect the financial statement ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I cannot, at present.
Motion agreed to, and the House adjourned at 5:50 p.m,

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

WeDNESDAY, 11th February, 1885,
The SpeaxER took the Chair at Three o’clock.
PrayErs,
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.
8ir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. - I would beg, if the

Finanoe Minister does not object, that the Pablic Acocounts
should be referred, to with the Auditor-General's

report, to the Standing Committee on Public Accounts.

There has been, perhaps necessarily, some little delay in
calling the Committee together, and it would be a conve-
nience to have the Public Accounts before them $o-morrow,
Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I have no objection. The
meeting to-morrow is for organization,
Sir JouN A: MAODONALD.

ou move it ?

Yes.

Mr, SPEAKER. Do
Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT.

Motion agreed to,

REPORTS PRESENTED.

Report of the Minister of Railways and Canals for the
year ending 30th June, 1884.—(Mr. Pope.)

Report of tho Postmaster-General for the year ending
30th June, 1884.—(Mr, Carling.)

FIRST READING.

vide for the punishment of seduction

Bill (No. 27) to
Charlton.

&ro
and like offences,—Mr.

THE PUBEIC DEBT.

Mr. CHARLTON asked, The gross amount of the
public debt on 1st January, 1885 ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The amount of the gross
debt of the Dominion of Canada on the 1st January, 1885,
was $2563,739,146.77.

BUREAU OF AGRICULTURE.

Mr., GIGAULT asked, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to take any action with reference to the
suggestions made in the report of the Select Committee
appointed during the last Session of Parliament {0 enquire
into the agricultural interests of Canada, to the effoct :—
“ That the Government take into earnest and favorable con-
sideration the advisability of establishing a bureau of agri.
culturo, and an experimental farm in connection therc-
with ?” ‘

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. This subject now engages
the attention of the Government, and we hope to be able to
come down with a measure ou the subject this Session.

LIQUOR LICENSE ACT.

Mr. AUGER asked, Whether the Government has, as
provided by the second sub-section of section 56, of the Act
30 Vic.,, chap. 30, intituled: “ An Act respecting
the sale of Intoxicating Liquors, and the issue of licenses
therefor,” made regulations directing in what manner the
license fund shalfnbe applied ; and if so, what are the
salaries of the commissioners and of the inspectors ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The Government have
made no regulations on the subject as yet,

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY—EXPENSES AND
EARNINGS.

Mr. BLAKE asked, What were the working expenses
and the earnings of the Intercolonial Railway for each
month of the first six months of the current fiscal year, as
returned by the Moncton Office to the Department of Rail-
wsays and Oanals. ‘

Mr, POPE. In the month of July, the earnings were
$205,000, and the expenditure $250,000; in- August the
earnings were $197,948, and the expenditure $253,869; in
September the earnings were $213,196, and the expendi-
ture $285,146 ; in Ooctober the earnings were $233,754, and
the expenditure $266,775 ; in November the earnings were
$206,663, and the expenditure $232,159; and in Deeember
the earhings were $152,1564, and the expenditure $187,550,

OFFICIAL REPORTERS OF THE DEBATES,

Mr. AUGER asked, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment o employ the House of Commons Hansard reporters
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during the recess at sueh reporting as may be required to
be done in connection with the SBupreme Court, before the
official arbitrators, in special arbitrations or other cases in
which such reporting is chargeable to the Dominion
Government,

Mr. CHAPLEAU. The salary of the reporters has been
fixed by resolution of last Session, but if it is the desire of
the House that their services should be utilised during the
recess, the Government will enquire into the matter, ~ But,
as I said before, the House has fixed their salary, by
resolution, for their work only during the Session.

THE CASE OF D. J. HUGHES,

Mr. WILSON asked, Whether the Government has in-
vesti%at;ed the charges of certain petitioners of the County
of Elgin, against the official conduct of D. J. Hughes,
County Judge of Elgin ? 1f so, do they intend to appoint
a-commissioner or to take any further action in the matter ?
If so, what action, and when will it be taken? Has there
been correiﬁondence between the Government and D. J,
Hughes in the matter?

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. The Government has not
investigated the charge. They do not intend to appoint a
Commission, because, on carefal examination of the whole
matter, they are of opinion that it is not a case for enquiry
under 45 Vie., chap. 12. Asto the third branch of the
question, a copy of the charges was sent to the judge, and
he replied they were 100 general to answer. The Minister
eliminated those charges in respect of which he did not
think it necessary to ask an explanation, The other
charges were then sent to the judge, who replied. The
petitioner (Stanton) asked for a copy of this reply. On
enquiry of the judge whether he had any objection, he re-
plied that he preferred that his answer should be sent down
Eg the House with the charges which had been made against

im. .
INDIAN ADVANCEMENT ACT OF 1884.

Mr. COCKBURN asked, Whether any band or bands
of Indians, by order of the Govenor in Council, have been
declared fit to have the Indian Advancement Act of 1884
applied to them ? '

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. No band or bands of
Indians have been declared fit to have the Indian Advance-
ment Act of 1884 applied to them. The Act was not to be
?p lied to Indian B

885,

Mr. COCKBURN asked, Whether any steps have been
taken by correspondence with Indian agents or otherwise,
with a view tog(x)'ing into operation the provisions of the
Indian Advancement Act of 1884, ?

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. The attention of Indian
agents has besn called to the provisions of the Act, and
they have been instructed to bring the same under the con-
sideration of such of the bands within their agency as
might be considered sufficiently advanced in civilisation to
have the provisions of the Act applied to them.

MR. J. H. MORGAN.

Mr. COOKBURN asked, Who is J. H. Morgan,
whose name appears in the Public Accounts for 1881 as
having received $3,125 for services as Forestry Commis-
sioner ? When was he appointed, and upon whose recom-
mendation? What are his duties? Has he made any
report to the Government ? :

8ir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Mr. Joseph Henry Morgan,
was, upon recommendation of Sir John A. Macdonald,
appointed by Order in Council of 22nd February, 1883, a

ands earlier than the first of January, -

Commissioner to enquire into and report upon the subject of
the protection of the publie forests of Canada. He has made
& report, & summary of which is published in the Report of
the Minister of the Interior for 1884, part 6.

LIQUOR LICENSE ACT, 1883,

Mr, FOSTER asked, Whether it is the intention of
the Government to maintain the Boards of Commissioners
appointed under the provisions of the Liquor License Aot
of 1883 in counties and cities which have adopted the
Canada Temperance Act of 1878 ; if so, whether since the
recent decision of the Supreme Court of Canada in re the
“ Liquor License Act of 1883,” if any instructions have been
issued to boards in such counties and cities looking towards
the enforcement of the Act; and, if not, if it is the intention
of the Government to issue any such instructions ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The whole subject of this
question is under the consideration of the Governmenf,

BREAKWATER AT BAYFIELD, N.S.

Mr, McISAAC asked, Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to provide this Session for the completion or far-
ther extension of the breakwater at Bayfield, N. S.?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, Iam notin & position to
say to the hon, gentleman whether the Government will
provide for this work during this Session.

A DIVORCE COURT.

Mr. FARROW asked, Isit the intention of the Gov-
ernment to create a Divorce Court instead of having appli-
cations for divorce come before the two Houses of Parlia-
ment ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, It is not the intention
of the Government to introduce a Divorce Bill.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT NAPANEE,

Mr. PRUYN asked, Whether it is the intentiion of
the Government to recommend the construction of a Cus.
toms and Post Office building at Napanee ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I must say to the hon.
gentleman that [ have not yet been able to bring this matter
under the consideration of the Government.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY—SECTION B.

Mr. CASEY asked, Has the sum of $395,600, awarded
as damages to Manning, Macdonald, McLaren & Co., con-
tractors for Section B, Canadian Pacific Railway, by Messrs,
Brydges and Light, two of the arbitrators to whom the
claims of the sai§ contractors for damages were submitted,
or any part of such sum, been paid to said contractors? If
80, in what amounts and on what dates ?

Mr, POPE. There was a certificate issued on 2nd July
for $100,000; on 14th July one for $50,000; on 21st Octo-
ber, one for $245,600, making a total of $395,600.

Mr. CASEY asked, Has the intention of the Govern-
ment, as stated by Sir Charles Tapper in Committee of
Supply, ocn 17th April, 1884, to take the opinion of eminent
counsel a8 $o the binding character of the award of Messrs,
Brydges aud Light, giving damages to the contractors for
Section B, Canadian Pacific Railway,to the extent of $395,600,
and as to the action to be taken in case it was not considered
binding, before paying anything on acoount of said award,
been ocarried out? If so, what was the opinion of the
counsel oonsulted, and what action has been taken ?

Mr. POPE. Eminent counsel was selected, as 8ir Charles
Tapper said in this House at that time would be the case ;
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and the advice was that there was po use in contesting the
award.

Mr. CASEY asked, Did Judge Clarke, the nominee of
the Government on the Section B arbitration make any
separate report to the Government in regard to the con-
tractor’s claims for damages, or in regard to the award of
Messrs, Brydges and Light which the latter state he
(Clarke) refnsed to sign? If so, what is tho nature of such
report ?

Mr. POPE. We bave no sach report.

TELEGRAPHS IN CAPE BRETON.

Mr. CAMERON (Inverness) asked, Whether it is the
intention of the Government, during the present Session, to
extend the telegrapn system from Cape North along the
north-west coast of Cape Breton in connection with the
existing telegraph lines?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. This matter was brought
to my notice the other day by the superintendent of tele-
graph lines; I have taken no action in the matier as yet.

TRADE RELATIONS WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

Mr. BURPEE (Sunbury) asked, Whether the Govern-
ment have taken any steps towards promoting the extension
of our trade relations with other countries, British or for-
eign? ?If 80, with what country and with what prospect of
BUC0eSS :

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. The Government have taken
steps towards promoting the extension of our trade relations
with other countries, but I may state to the hon, member
that in the opinion of the Government it would not be in
the public interest to name the countries at this moment.

GREAT AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN SHORT
LINE RAILWAY,

Mr. PAINT moved for:

Copies of all reports made by encineers employed by the Great
American and European Short Line Railway Company in Nova Scotia
and Cape Breton, with the plans, papers and correspindence connected
therewith ; also, for copies of all correspondence with the Dominion
Government and the Goveroment of Nova Scotia o the same subjsct ;
also, copies of all contracts by and between the said company and other
persons ; also, a statement of all moneys paid out and expesded on con-
tracts for salaries, wages and labor; showing also the amounts, if any,
still due and owing by the said company to their contraciors, agents or
workmer. And also a statement of the number of miles eompleted and
graded in each of the counties of Cumberland, Colchester anf Pictou.
He said : My object, Mr. Speaker, in moving for this Return
is to procure reliable information in connection with the
Great American and Buropean Short Line Railway Com-

any, which was incorporated in 1882, by an Act of this

arliament. 1 desire to ascertain why this company has
done so little useful work. I want to know if there is any
just foundation for the report so strongly made by a reliable
party that this company has not paid its debts to the con-
tractors, laborers and others, although the shareholders
were reported to be millionaires. I wish, in short, to ascer-
tain the total indebtedness of the Short Line Railway Com-
pany, and to arrive at some just plan whereby the
contractors may be paid in order to avoid their total ruin;
and I desire also to arrive at a just basis for the pay-
ment of the laborers and others, who are still in the
locality of the works and within the Province, and who are
deprived of the necessaries of life by being denied w:gas due
them. In regard to the Short Line Railway passing through
the Counties of Cumberland, Colchester, and Picton, I am
not here to say that it should not be constructed, but rather
to give my support and influence, if needed, 1o sesist in
maturing a plan whereby, first, the debts of the eompany
may be paid, and, second, the railway ultimately com-
pleted. But at this point I do not wish to be misunderstood,

Mr, Porr.

Whatever arrangements are made for railway extension into
Cape Breton, my aim is that no entanglements shall be had
in connection with any projected railway in Nova Scotia,
and for this rca.on: Thero are parties who would under-
take the construction of the 80 miles of railwsy in Cape
Breton by itself ; but if they are compelled to construct
some 90 miles of Short Line Railway in Nova Scotia which
would run side by side with the Intercolonial, they would
not be disposed to undertake the contract in the Island of
Cape Breton. My interest as the representative of one of
the counties of Cape Breton lies in having the railway con-
structed by the shortest and most feasible route, and that
route has already been sarveyed from the Strait of Canso to
St. Poter’s Canal, 30 miles, and the additional 50 miles,
from St. Peoter’s Canal to Louisburg have been surveyed
but cot located. The counties already named on the
mainland, Cumberland, Colchester and Pictou, are
intersected by railways, while Cape Breton has not one,
mile, except that which is situated in the locality of the
Sydney Mines, with a line connecting the harbor of Louis-
burg and Sydney, but all owned by the coal company. Cape
Breton has 90,000 people who desire and long for railway
accommodation, At this time I appeal to the House on
their behalf. Since 1851, a period of some 34 years, the
agitation with respect to this railway has been continued,
but nothing has been done up to date, It may be urged
that the sum available in the Dominion Treasury is not so
large as formerly when subsidies were given. Asone mem-
ber from the Island I take the responsibility of saying that
if the Domihion Government will give us 2,000,000 acres of
good land in the North-West, that grant will ensure the
coustruction of the road. It is time this much needed rail-
way was an accomplished fact, constructed either by the
Governmcrt or by a company. The necessities of the Gov-
ernment msy compel us to accept 2,000,000 acres of land in
tbe North-West in lieu of' a cash subsidy, such & gift being
perfectly in order when made to a portion of a grand trunk
line such as this will be, extending as it will do from
Vancouver to Louisburg. The disposal of these
lands will be aa easy mode for the Dominion Govern-
ment to do justice in the matter of our through
railway; besides, the advantages of such a trans-
action wounld not be altogether on our side, for the whole
Dominion would be bencfited and the bond of mutnal
dependence would be strengthened. Whatever arguments
apply to the %{anting of a Dominion subsidy to the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway, that great transcontinental line of
Canada, apply with equal or greater force to a railway in
Cape Breton from the Strait of Canso to Louisburg, as a
portion ‘of the great trunk line already constracted to the
Strait of Canso, and only requiring the building of 80 miles
to bring the railway to an uns sed terminus, In
regard to the disposal of the land, I said that the advantage
would not be altogether on our side,r By giving Nova
Scotia a share in the North-West Territory the peogle of
that Province would be interested in developing and filling
up those railway lands, and they would naturally be desirous
of furnishing an outlet for the mails and produets
of the North-West Territory. So far as the Island of Cape
Breton is concerned, nature has decreed that the outlet
chall be by way of Louisburg, for mo other harbor

-in the Island is 8o accessible at all seasons of the year.

I may be asked: Why do you not apply to the Nova Scotia
Government ? It is true that Government ought to take a
deep interest in this railway, but it is only a few days since
two hon. gen{lomen were here from that Provinoe, Messrs.
Morrison and Church, seeking from the Government what
is very mueh like better terms, and, therefore, I do not
think that a great deal can be expocted from themi. More.
over, when &e Nova Sootia Loecal Government gave the
Dominion a good and sufficient title to the Picton and Truro
Branch Railway, including its extension—in all 130 miles—
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worth $4,000,000 for the sum of §1,200,000, since this trans.
action they maintain that they have relieved themselves of
all responsibility for carrying the road into Cape Breton,
and have placed the obligation on the Federal Government
or, at all events, strengthened our elaim for liberal consid-
eration. I am not here, Sir, to plead the cause of the Local
Goversment, nor to aid them in relieving themselves of
their responsibility in this matter. Bat, Sir, we have seen
how much has been done in building branch lines in differ-
ent parts of the Dominion. I notice that 208 miles of rail-
way were built in Prince Edward Island, which is only half
the size of Cape Breton; a railway from the Intercolonial,
the St. Charles Branch, carried into Lévis opposite the City
of Quebec, costing nearly one and a-half million dollars—
nearly sufficient in iteelf to build our road to the
Island of Cape Breton; the Vancouver Island Railway,
under comstruction, was provided for last winter in
this House; a number of branches were built or are being
constructed on the great river of Miramichi; a branch, 27
miles in length, carried to Dalhousie—to the harbor of
Richibucto, connecting it with the Intercolonial ; 43 miles
from the Intercolonial to Parrsboro’, and another short
line projected to Pugwash, which, in my opinion, should be
built; and still another line projected in the vicinity of
Metapediac. I am glad to see all these lines being con-
structed; I am pleased that the several counties in which
they exist are deriving these benefits. But, Sir, I plead on
behalf of Qape Breton, and I wish to say that the electors
of that Island look upon the short line project with con-
tempt, and consider it a perfect Rumbug. I desire to say
further that there is a great probability that although the
Island of Cape Breton sent five mombers to this House to
support the Government—there is a possibility that they
may not come again, if the Government does not do something
for the railway this Session. When I see all these other
railwaye in the different counties, I am led to exclaim, I
wish Sir Charles Tupper had resided in Cape Breton; but I
know, I fecl assured, that the right hon. leader of this
House and his Cabinet will be disposed to do us justice.
We were assured en the floor of this House a year ago that
this short line route would be extended into Cape Breton.
‘We have been waiting for that good time to come for two
or three years past, but up to this time with no better
result than the miserable failure in Nova Scotia, And
although, Sir, Cape Breton has not, as we consider, received
justice in this matter, I am here to say we are still Liberal-
Conservative supporters in this House.

Mr. CAMERON (Inverness). I fally concur with my
hen. friemd from Richmond, N.S. (Mr. Paint), with
respect to the feeling which oxists in the Island of Cape
Breton in reference torailway oxtension through that Island.
It would almost be impossible to exaggerate the intense
feeling which exists on that Island in regard to that ques-
tion. ~ Disappointment after disappointment followed for
several years, and the disappointment of last year was not
the least, because then we had the assurance that at an earl,
day a railway would be commenced and finished from the
Strait of Canpso, Sydney or Louitburg. However, Sir, 1
doubt very much if this is the place to discuss one particular
phase of that guestion—I mean the various arguments with
respect to the route of the railway. My own ides was and i=
still that the determination of the route through the Island
of Cape'Breton should be left exclusively at the discretion of
any company who would undertake to build the railway
through the Island. 1 apprehend that in past days the
enforcement of particular routes upon railway com-
peniés may have been the reason why disappoint-
ment . followed disappointment successively. It would
be unwise, ‘it wouEi be unfair, it would be against
the interests of the Island of Cape Breton to tie the com-
pany dowa to avy partioular route, and therefore I think it

_relating t» the constraction of the Post Office,
"Custom house at St. Thomas, giving the amount expended to date ; also

is premature even to mention the route now. When the
Government are in a position to subsidise & company suffi-
ciently to enable them to build that road, or when the Gov-
ernment undertake the construction of the road themselves,
it will be ample time for the member for Richmoud, the
member for Cape Breton County, the member for Victoria,
or the member for Inverness, to present the claims of the
respective localities, and to give reasons why any particular
route should be selected. On that phaso of the subject I
have determined not to speak. My object in rising now is
merely to make a statement in behalf of the Short Line
Railway Com}iany, in reference to which the hon. member
has spoken, am authorised by the engineer and the
%eneral manager of the Great American and European Short

ine Railway Company to state that no correspondence has
taken place, and that no plans in regard to routes in Cape
Breton had been talked of or submitted to the Government ;
that no location of the line had been made or considered by
the company, and that none would be made until the dif-
ferent routes had been surveyed and reported upon; that
while different routes recommended by members of Parlia-
ment and other interested parties would be carefully sur-
veyed and estimated, it was the intention of the company
to agk those members of Parliament and others interested
to present such statements as each might desire to make in
favor of the route which he preferred ; and that such state-
ments, together with the engineer’s report, would be sub-
mitted to the directors of the company for approval before
any route in Cape Breton would be adopted, subject to the
approval of the Governor in Council. My object in rising
on this occasion was simply to state this in behalf of the
company and to assure my hon, friend from Richmond
(Mr. Paint) that it is in the interest of a railway extension
in Cape Breton to leave the selection of the route exclu-
sively to the discretion of the company undertaking to build
the railway subject to the approval of the Governor in
Council.

Mr. BAKER (Victoria, B.C.) I would like to correct an
error which the hon. member for Richmond, N.5. (Mr.
Paint) made when he included in the amounts expended on
railways in the Dominion of Canada, an amount for a line
on Vancouver Island, which has pot yet been constructed,
and which has not, nor will it when built, cost the Dominion
ono dollar. On the contrary, it will cost the Province of
British Columbia a great deal, and it puts me very much in
mind of dropping a shilling and picking up a sixpence.

Mr. POPE. I may say to my hon. friend from Richmond
(Mr. Paint) that ithe Government have already shown by
their acts that they have taken a great interest in this road.
A subsidy has already been voted for it; and the interest
the Government took in it at that time has not lessened one
whit to this hour. We feel the importance of that section
of country being opened up by railway communication, and
we will do, as wo have hitherto done, all we can for it

Motion agreed to.

_ PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT ST. THOMAS.
Mr. WILSON moved for:

ies of all reports and correspondencs not already brought down
b f e Inlan)zl Revenue and

th> names of all persons to whom any pertion of the expenditure has
been paid, together with the amount paid to each, and for what?

‘Ho said: T regret exceedingly that I find it nccessary on
this occasion to make a similar complaint to that which I
imade a year ago, that is a8 to the elowness of the construc-
tion of the buildings at St. Thomas. It appears to me that
there might be & little moro expedition in the eompletion of
those buildings, and I think the Government, if they were
aware of the offices which their various servants there have
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to occupy, and the impairment of their general health
which is caused thereby, would find an inducement for
urging forward the work a little more rapidly. I can-
not understand why they do nol exercise more energy
in the completion of those buildings, unless perhaps,
it is in order that some of the officials in the em-
}Jloyment of the Government may be able to draw a little
arger salary the longer the buildings are delayed. One of
those officials, who was formerly a member of this House,
has been employed by the Government ever since the
conetruction of those buildings was commenced. The
* buildings were announced to be constructed just before
the last general election, no doubt with the intention of
producing an effect there,—no doubt with the object that
that individual might be returned; and I might say here in
ing, that judging from the liberal amount he is receiving

m the Government, it is much better for him that he was
defeated and I returned. I do not suppose, if I had been
defeated and he returned, that I would have received the good
things he has been reeeiving during-g[ the time those build-
ings have been going on. But, Sir, I find the amount given
to this individual a very liberal one indeed. I have taken
the trouble to compare the amount received by bhim as
clerk of works with the amount paid to other clerks of
of works in various parts of the Dominion, and I find that
he receives the largest amount. He must certainly
be a very highly favored individual at the hands of the
present Government. The Auditor-General's report shows
that the contractor for the work received $16,000 odd.
What do you suppose this clerk of works receives ? The
liberal amount of $1,980, nearly one-eighth of the whole
amount paid to the contractor. Now, that does seem to me
to be more than he ought to have received, and it is perhaps
one of the reasons why the Kro of the work has been
so slow; becanse, when the ﬂuildings are completed, of
course his usefulness in that capacity will be gone, and
until something new turns up for him at t%e hands
of the Government he will be without his daily pay.
I wish also to call the attention of the Government to
another fact. I think they will agree with me that in the
interests of the officers, especially those employed in the
collecting of Customs, their health ought to be considered.
The hon. Minister of Customs will know fall well that the
building occupied at present by these clerks is not snitable
at all and very injurious to their health. I might say
further that though the Government may consider they are
not wholly to blame for the delay in construction, as the
gentleman who had the contract, Mr, Henry Linden, found
in the past great difficulty in obtaining the stone for the
building on account of those with whom he entered into
contract not being able to supply it as fast as required—
though perhaps that will be to a certain extent his excuse
and be considered as a satisfactory excuse, as far as the Gov-
ernment is concerned, I do not look upon it in that light.
I think tbat it was the bounden duty of the Government to
see that the; contractor proceeded with the work with all
due speed. The hon, the Minister of Public Works, whom
I now see in his place, may be able io state the reason why
the very large amount of $1,980 was paid to the clerk of
works when there was only $16,000 paid the contractor.
Mr. Arkell does not appear at all in the report of 1883
a8 clerk of works, I do not know why he did not appear
in that report, and I called the attention of the House
to that fact last year. In this year’s report I find
that his name appears. It may have been that he has
sinoce then been appointed clerk of the works and did not
appear as such before, as he had received no pay prior to
t time. I hope the Government will prooeedy with all
despatch to get the buildings completed, and at the same
time I would desire to see here done what it has been the
custom to do in other places where the Government put up
publiﬁll-mi‘}?ings, namely, make provision for laying a pave-

. WILBON.

ment in front of the building. We have given the Govern-
ment the advantage of grading and thus relieved them from
that necessity ; and as it is advisable we should have cor-
rect time kept by the Government in the fature, I would
mention to the hon. the Minister of Public Works the pro-
priety of placing in the tower built for the purpose a very
good clock.,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. You want to go on tick.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. When I saw my hon, friend
in his seat, I felt sure he would call my attention to that
matter this, as he did last year. I am very much pleased to
tell him that the work is proceeding very well now and will
be completed in a very short time. The delay occasioned in
the construction of the building was not due to the contractor
or the Government or their employés. The contractor had
made a contract with parties to furnish him with the stone
required, and I think the hon. gentleman will admit that
the quality of the stone is a very good one ; but the party
who agreed to furnish the stone wasdelayed or disappointed
and could not furnish it in time, thus ocoasioning delay.
Of course when we begin with a certain kind of
stone we must finish with the same kind in order
that the building may be throughout of the same ocolor,
and that the upper part may not bé of such color
as would disfigure the structure. The hon. gentleman
speaks of the clerk of works, Well, the clerk of works,
his predecessor, was a representative of the county. It
shows the representatives of that county are men to be
trusted, and perhaps the hon. gentleman himself may some
day or other occupy this trustworthy position. As to the
prioe paid per day, it was that paid for a trusted man or
one having special aptitude for this work, and is not an
excessive rate, The hon. gentleman now suggests a few
different improvements. He suggests that there should be
a sidewalk.  'Well, it is likely a sidewalk will go with the
building as is generally the case with all buildings of some
importanoe. As the building does not pay any revenue to
the town, we may give it a good sidewalk, and I do not aap-
pose, though the county has the advantage of being repre-
sented by the hon. gentleman, we will make a different rule
in this case. As to the clock, this matter will have to be
considered.

Mr, MILLS. It takes time.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I cannot say whether we
will give the time to the hon. gentleman in St, Thomas;,
but at all events the snggestion has been made from differ-
ent quarters, The building, however, not having been
completed, I do not think the matter should be laid before
my colleagues now; but it will be considered when the
building is about being completed, The papers will be
brought down.

Mr. CASEY. 1 am ’astonished to hear the hon, Minister
say that no unusual price has been paid for the services of
Mr. Arkell as clerk oF works on this building. On looking
at the Public Accounts I find he was paid $1,980 previous to
the first of June, 1884, and apparently for the :ghear 1883-84,
as it was put in the accounis for that year. e hon. gen-

tleman ap to be under the impression that Mr. Arkell
received only $3 a day for the number of days he was
employed. $1,980 is a fraat deal more than $3 a day
for one year ; that would only bring the amount to about

$900, or less than one-half that paid. Or if you take it that
Mr. Arkell only got $3 a day and that this amount paid
was for all the time he was engaged on the works, it wounld
carry his engagement back two years and two months—in
fact to the time he sat in this House, The hon, Minister
must be misinformed as to the rate, .

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. No; he was paid for the
time he was employed.
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Mr. CASEY. Then he was employed during the time he
sat here a8 a member,

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I think not.

‘Mr. CASEY. 81,980, total payment, made up at 83 per
day, would give 660 days, or two years and two months of
working days, which would bring the employment back,
dating from the last of June, 1884, to the time this House was
last in Session in 1882, previous to the general elections,
when Mr. Arkell wasstill a member, Ido not suppose he was
paid at that time, and I presume the Minister has been misin-
formed as to the rate of his pay. But, when I compare the
salary of Mr. Arkell with that of other clerks of works
in the year 1883-84, I find that he has received $700 more
than any other clerk of works in the whole.Dominion of
Canada, engaged on any buildings whatever. The services
of Mr. Arkell were considered to be worth $700 more than
the services of any other clerk of works, and not only so,
but, when I compare the works on which he was engaged
with works of the same importance elsewhere, I find very
grave discrepancies. The nearest comparison I can find is the
Dominion buildings at St. Catharines, on which $16,300 were
spent,while $16,5680 were spent on the buildings at St.Thomas;
but the clerk of works at St. Catharines was paid only
$ 150, while at St. Thomas he was paid $1,980. It is evident
that & very different scale of remuneration prevails in St.
Catharines from that which prevails in St. Thomas. At
another place, Clifton, $17,300 werespent on the works and
only $637 on the clerk of the works. IfI go a little farther
and refer to larger sums, the discrepancy is still more re-
markable. I find that the clerk of works who looked after
the building of the Manitoba Penitentiary, near Winnipeg—
and that is & place where living is supposed to be pretty dear
—a building on which $38,880 were spent, was paid $145.60
for his services. The clerk who looked after the works at
Hamilton, on which $89,730 were spent, was paid $1,281,
which is the nearest approach to Mr, Arkell’s salary, being
$700 less, while six times ag much money was spont on the
works under his care. If we go again to the North-West,
I find that the large sum of $122,837 was expended on the
Parliament buildings in Winnipeg. The expenditure of this
money was looked after by Do less than three
clerks, one receiving $1,000, one $500, and a third $200,
the whole three receiving $1,700, or $230jless than Mr.
Arkell got for looking after the expenditure ot $!6,580 in
St. Thomas. I think the hon. the Minister must admit that
he has adopted a very different scale of remuneration in
these different cases, and I can only draw one conclusion,
that there is some special virtue in connection with the
constituency of East Elgin, which confers not only distinc-
tion but special oapacity for public service on those who
have at some time or other represented it. As Mr. Arkell
is not a man of any special previous experience in this
kind of work, and considering that he spends most of his
time, in the autumn and winter at all events, in buying
grain at a point twelve or fifteen miles distant from St.
Thomas, it cannot be imagined that his excessive pay is due
to any speocial aptitude in the man himself, or to any special
attention which he pays to the work, but that the special
gay is due to the exceptional virtue conferred upon him by

is_having at one time represented that remarkable riding
of East Bigin, a virtue which has made his services worth
$700 more than those of any other similar official in the
Dominion, and ten or twelve times as much as officials who
have superintended the expenditure of several times as
much money elsewhere.

Mr. MACKENZIE. I think the hon. the Minister ought
to give the date of the first payment to this person. 1do
not think the hon. gentleman can pass these remarks in
silence, There is a grave charge made of over payment,
aad 1;1; date should be given,

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I have not the date of the
payments, bt this motion asks for the papers, and the date
will be given in those papers when they come down, Ifa
question had been placed on the Orders, I would have given
the answer.

Mr. MACKENZIE. I suppose the hon, gentleman was
reading from a document in his hands.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN, I had this note about the
delay that had occurred, The hon. gentleman had called the
attention of the Department to that, and I .thought he
would speak of it to-day, and therefore I asked the officer of
my Depsartment togive me a statement aboutthe delay that
had occurred, which resulted, as I mentioned just now, from
the failure of the party who was to furnish the stone to the
contractor to give it at the proper time.

Mr. CASEY. I would suggest that the date of payment
should be added to the Return.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. Of course I will give that.

Mr. BLAKE. The hon. gentleman will, of course, see
that the statement he has made is entirely irreconcilable
with the Public Accounts in regard to this matter. He has
stated that this gentleman is paid $3 a day.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. $90 a month.
Mr. BLAKE. We count Sundays as well ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. That is $3 & day, It is
always done in that way.

Mr. BLAKE. Idaresay it is always done, butI am glad
to know it, because when we talked of $3 a day for a sur-
veyor of works, I supposed it is paid for the days on which
he surveyed them, and I presumed that he went to church
on Sundays. That is $1,080 a year. The accounts show a
payment to this gentleman of $1,980 in the year, which is
very nearly double what he should have received according
to the hon. Minister’s statement. I think, as my hon. friend
from East York (Mr, Mackenzie) has said, that calls for
some explanation.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. I will give the time from
which he was employed and the amount of money he re-
ceived every month up to the last date.

Mr. MACKENZIE. I am informed this gentleman is
not a mechanic at al: Who recommended him for this
position? -

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. His services in this
House recommended hiin, and nothing else. I say the facts
which were disclosed and discussed in reference to this
matter before require the attention of the House. Here is
an expenditure of $16,000, and $2,000 is paid to an ex-
member of the House who knows nothing whatever, I have
been informed, and it was stated before in this House, about
the practical details of the post of clerk of works, but
he gets the $2,000 of the public money for superintending
an expenditure of $16,000, These are the facts as they ap-
pear, and they are not disputed by the Minister.

Motion agreed to.

INSPECTION OF BANKS.

Mr. CASGRAIN. Ihad occasion some time ago to call
the attention of the Government by putting a question
whether it was their intention to introduce some measure
during this Session in order to geta better supervision of
banks and banking institutions, They answered that it was
not their intention to do so, at any rate during the present
Session, Now, I think that, under the different circum-
stances which have appeared lately before the public con-
cerning banks, some legislation is required better than that
which we have now, in order to give more security to the
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public. It is true that a bank may be considered a private
institution. To a certain extent it ig, but, looking at it in
& broader light, it is & public institution, and so much so
that to-day the banks are obliged to furnish to the Govern-
ment certain returns, Well, these returns are not sufficient
to guarantee the public as to the accuracy of the figures. I
need not go very far back 1o show to the Minister of Finance
that a deposit that he had in one of these banks is to-day in
& very precarious gituation, and that also a deposit
made in the same bank by the ILocal Legislature
of Quebec is also in & very perilous position. Now, if
that particular bank had given a true and reliable return,
surely it would have been the duty, both of the Local
Government of the Province of Quebec and of the Govern-
ment of the Dominion, to make no deposit in that bank. I
consider that some kind of legislation ought to be had
further tosecure the public interest. The public are some-
times deceived by these returns. In one instance the stock
of a certain bank was stated by the Government returns to
be worth some 170 or 175 per cent., but when the true state
of the bank’s affairs came to be known those figures
dwindled down to about 60. It is true, it may be said that
it is the fault of the shareholders who sometimes elect men
as directors who ought not to be confided with that trust.
But the shareholders may have elected as directors men
whom they believe to be worthy, but who turn out after-
wards to be dishonest. Now, if these men are guilty of
misappropriation of fands, or of other delinquencies, they
ought to be brought before the tribunals-of the country; and
it is with that view that I intend to press this motion and
to take the opinion of the House upon it. For instance,
there should be a measure which would guard the share-
holders and prevent the bank directors from endorsing, for
some of their patrons or some of their friends, to a large
extent. I consider that to be a breach of trust, and I affirm
to this House that such has been done repeatedly, and such
breach of trust ought to be punished, Moreover, Sir, these
banks very often contain funds which are the only
means of widows and orphans, and such funds
ought to be protected by the Government. I know that
in the Province of Quebec bank stocks are considered to be
immoveable property which tutors and guardians have no
riﬁ}u to sell, and therefore there is a security for minors,
which, I think, ought to be extended all over the Dominion.
Look at the general credit of our banks for the last twenty
years or so. Previous to that time our banks enjoyed a
good credit all over the country and were on a solid founda-
tion; but since that time we have a long list of losses by
banks who have been doing a bad business, of failures and
disasters. The public losses in these respects have beon
very severe, and I think they might have been prevented
by sound legislation. Look at the Bank of Upper Canada,
for instance. What has become of its assets ? 1 dare say
there are many members on the floor of this House whose
families have lost through that bank. I will not say what
was the cause of it, but 1 think politics had something to
do with it at the time. What has become of the City Bak,
and of the Federal Bank ? What has become of the stock
of the Jacques Cartier Bank, of the Banque Ville Marie, of
the Banque du Peuple? The latter bas reduced its capital
to one-half, Then there is the Mechanics’ Bank and the
Metropolitan Bank, and very likely there are others,

Mr. VAIL. The Consolidated Bank.

Mr, BOWELL. Axnd the old Commercial Bank.

Mr, CASGRAIN, Well, what has become of the assets
of all these banks to-day? Twenty years ago all our
banking institutions were on a solid basis, but to-day we
must ssy that many of them are not on a solid basis.
Well, 8ir, I think that sound legislation would prevent a
racurrence of the disesters which have fallen upon the
uafortunate shareholders and the country, I think we

Mr, Casgram,

should pass a measure which would give to the Minister. of
Justice or the Finance Minister a direct supervision over
these banks, and give power to enquire into_ the state of
their affairs, Of course, the information might be consid-
ered confidential by the Government in case the particular
bank was in a good condition, and then it would not be
nocessary to publish the affairs of the bank; but the
moment the affairs of a bank appear to be unsound the
fact should be divalged so that public misfortune may be
prevented. There is another point. If a man is appointed
as bank director he must consider his office as one of
trust; ho is not to be appointed a director in order to
forward his own private interests to the bank’'s detriment,
but be must consider his position as one of trust in which
he is to manage the business for the benefit of the share-
holders, He ought not to be a debtor of the bank to more
than the actual amount of his stock in that bank—a thing
that has occurred in many instances. If we look at the
returns of the different banking institntions we find the
directors too often are large borrowers of the funds of the
bank, and in such cases, of course, they look to their own
private interests first and afterwards to the interests of the
shareholders. I maintain that it would be for the interests
of the country at the present moment that we should have a
law which would secure the public and the shareholders, I
therefore move :

That it is expedient that some measare be adopted for securing by
legislation a better supervision and inspection of banks.
If the Government do not take up the matter themselves I
shall undertake myself to do the best I can in that direction.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I listened with a great deal |
of interest to the speech of the hon. mover of the resolution,
supposing that he would indicate the course that should be
pursued in order to guarantee the interest of the public and
of the stockholders. Bat I failed to gather—perhaps be-
cause I did not hear distinctly all he said—I failed to gather
from him much information relative to the system that he
would propose to adopt if he introduced a measure upon
this subject. The suggestions made by the hon. member
were such suggestions as would be made on an amendment
being proposed to the Banking Act, controlling tho direc-
tors as to their using the funds of the bank and various
matters of like character, rather than with respect to the
security of the stockholders and the public, to whom the
hon. gentleman particularly referred. He thought it was
desirable that the Government should be clothed with the
power to send some officer to visit the different banks in the
country, and if the condition of a bank was good, to say
nothing about it, but if bad, to take such steps as would
expose its condition. The difficulty that would arise
if the Government under sany circumstances—unless,
indeed, they were of a very extraordinary and
peculiar nature —gent an officer toinspect a bank, was obvi-
ous. The very fact of its being known, no matter how
strong the bank might be, that the Government had sent an
officer to examine into ite condition, would be most damag-
ing to its interests, especially so if the Government adopted
the suggestion of the hon. member, to say nothing about
the result. This is a question of great importance, I admit,
and when we werc amending the Banking Act a few years
ago, it was discussed very fully by the Government and by
gentlemen, both bank directors and others., There are
various difficulties in the way. If we had,as in the United
States, national banks, with comparatively small capital,
doing a business in the locality where they were established,
without having a large number of branches in different

arts of the country, it would be comparatively easy to
Eave an inspection, a8 is done in the United States by the
comptroller of currency or by his representative; but diffi-
oulty has been found even in the United States, for we know
that an inspection bas been made and a favorable report
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submitted with respect to the condition of a bank, and six
nonths afterwards the bank has been in difficulties, and the
persons who trusted the bank had lost money.

Mr. CASGRAIN., Who was_wrong, the inspector or the
Government ?

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. If an Act were passed by
Parliament to-morrow suthorizing the inspection of banks,
and the Government officer visited a bank and made a
report that the business was sound and in good condition,
and &ix. months 'afterwards the bank became involved in
financial trouble, who would be held responsible. The
Government would be held responsible. It would be said
that we deposited money there, we took the notes freely—
the Government has provided that notes must be first paid
in advance of all other claims—we deposited money there
at & high rate of interest because the Government had
reported favorably on the bsnk; and, no doubt, people
would come to Parliament-for compensation, because they
had deposited money on the certificate of the inspector. It
is an exceedingly difficult question, and hon. members who
have anything to do with banking business know that even
if the Government secured the best man in the country for
the position of inspector, he might be acquainted with the
standing of the Merchants Bank in Montreal, but he could
form & very vague opinion of the character of the securities
in its different branches throughout the Dominion, and in
this way it is much more difficult to provide for
inspection than it otherwise would be. Theve are
those who object to inspection, and say, why inspect
banks more than other companies? The Government has
socured persons holding the circulation. Bat if & person
will deposit money at 5 or 6 per cent. on a higher rate,
because a particular bank is disposed to give more than
other banks, it is a matter for the parties themselves to
consider, as they would do if they were dealing with any
other corporation, That is an objection pressed by many
who object to bank inspection, But while this subject was
under discussion the Government endeavored to ascertain
whether we could, in addition to guaranteeing the ciroula-
tion, secure & system of efficient inspection, because inefli-
cient inspection is worse than no inspection; and the Gov-
crnment, after considering the matter and hearing the argu.
ments pro, and con, decided that, as the difficulties were so
great, they would not ask Parliament to establish inspec-

tion, I know that this matter has again been pressed on

the Government during the last two or three months, but
surrounded as the question is with so many difficulties the
Government authorised me to state, in answer to a question
put by the hon. gentleman who has moved this motion, that
it was not the intention of the Government to introduce a
measure in regard to bank inspection, at all events during
the present Sessiou.

. Mr. HESSON. This is a’question of very considerable
importance, and to a great extent I agree with what has
fallen from the Minister of Finance in regard to the danger
which would arise from improper inspection. If the Gov-
ernment found that a bank required inspection and they
adopted the suggestion of the hon. member who has moved
this motion, there is no doubt that the bank would be
damaged by it. I cannot but feel that the injury or evil
arising out of the banking system might be very largely
mitigated if the Government would adopt what may be re-
garded as a very rash policy at the first glance; but one to
whwl; I fu!ly believe this country will come sooner or later,
and that is to withdraw from the chartered banks the priv-
ilege of circulating their own bills. I am satisfied that antil
the Government adopts that policy, until they give the banks
~ to understand that when their charters lapsed that privilege
will be withheld in future, and the Government will take
the whole of the paper issue into their own charge, the evil
will go on, and go on increasing, as my friend has pointed out,

to the injury of the stockholders and depositors and also the
unfortunate bill-holders. I do not see why any institutions
should possess that privilege simply because they make &
demend for it. Tt is quite sufficient that people should have
to risk deposits, if they have the good fortune to be able to
make deposits, but it is another thing that men drawing
their weekly or monthly wages, should be called upon to
suffer loss on the circulation of the bank, and that capitalists
ghould be able to buy up the circulation and make large
profits out of the unfortunate note holders who are unable
to wait until the assets of the bank are realised. The time
bas come for a change, and ou the termination of the pre-
sent bank charters the Government should take on them.
selves the responsibility of issuing the whole of the paper
circulation of the country,

Mr. IVES. I do. not agree with the mover of this
resolution in his view that bank inspection would be of
practioal advantage. In fact, my observation has tanght
me that in the United States, where it is possible, it has
been anything but effective ; and I think with the Finance
Minister, that here it is hardly possiblo. The inspector by
the time he had inspected the head office would have to go
to the different branches, and it would be quite possible for
a dishonest management to deceive the inspector and to
furnish him with paper or notes at the different branches
which would verify the returns, whereas it might be trans-
ported from the head office to the branches, or from one
branch to another. If directors and managers of banks are
not competent and honest it is impossible for any inspection
we could adopt, or which the Government might atlempt
to carry into effect, to be effective.  But I think there are
some partioulars as to which the Banking Act might be
amended in the direction of improving the security of the
public, and one particular to which I would like to call the
attention of the %inance Minister,if he contemplates amend.
ing the Act is this : that a more stringent provision might
be made, obliging the directors of banks to dispose of
immovesable or chattel property which may fall into their
hands. It is well known that it is quite common for
directors of bapks, when property falls into their hands,
to hold it for years, and to put it down in their state-
ment of assets at exactly “what it cost them, when in
reality it is not worth one third or one half its cost. It
appears year aftor year in their statement of assets ; the
public know nothing about it ; the managers and directors
do know, but it appears in their statement at a
fictitions value. This is & matter which regulates
the dividends paid by banks, and I believe thero are cases
in which banks are made weaker by paying dividends
which they have not earned, by reason of the fictitious
valuo of these assets, whereas, if this property were not
held, and they were compelled to write off the losses, the
public would be aware of their extent, and the bank would
not be weakened by having to pay dividends on more than
the actual value of their assets. L think a provision obliging
banks to sell all such property within a certain time, for
whatever it may bring, would result in our getting annually
a more accurate account of the standing of the banks than
we can at present, Our large institutions, doing business
all over the country, in the course of years, accumulate a
large amount of property which they find it difficult to sell,
which they are loath to sell at the prices they are able to
obtain for it; they do mnot care to acknowledge that they
have sold it for less than they paid, and they therefore carry
it on and it appears at the price which 1t cost them, and
the result is that they pay higher dividends than they are
able to pay. They pay more than they should pay, and
they grow weaker for that reason. 1do mnot mean to say
that such provision as I have suggested would be a panaces,

but I think it would be one of the best amendments which
could be made to the Banking Act. ’ e



84

COMMONS DEBATES,

FEBRUARY 11,

Mr. CHARLTON. It strikes me that the suggestion of
my hon. friend from Richmond and Wolfe (Mr. Ives), that
banks should be obliged to dispose of real estate and chattel
property which may come into their hands, is a strong argu-
ment in favor of the proposition of the hon. gentleman at
my side (Mr. Casgrain), that there should bo some kind of
inspection of banks. The argument advanced by the
Finance Minister that such inspection would be damaging to
our banking institutions would not have, I think, very much
force, if the law provided for a periodical and regular
inspection of all banks, as the law should provide. There
may be difficulties attending the inspection of banks, but
this is & matter of detail, If it is necessary and proper that
the affairs of banks should be inspected, it rests with the

Government or those who settle the details of the Bill to.

%rapple with the question as to the difficulties of inspection.
here can be no doubt that the inspection clauses of .the
National Banking Law of the United States have been
effective, and have been & great guarantee of protection to
the publie of that country. :

Mr, MACKENZIE. Was it in the case of Ward & Ward ¢

Mr. CHARLTON. My hon. friend reminds me of Ward
& Ward, But theirs was not a national bank; they
were & firm of brokers on Wall street. It is true
that many national banks in the United States have
come 10 grief, after the inspectors had pronounced them
solvent, but this bhas been caused by perjury and con-
cealment on the part of -the officers of the bank, the result
of robbery, But there can be no doubt whatever that
the affairs of the several thousands of national banks of the
United States are kept in proper order, that they are pre-
vented by the pational inspection from embarking in specu-
lations, which they woulg) be likely to embark in but for
that inspection, It is not necessary that the inspector
should judge as to the character of the securities or the
business paper in the hands of the bank; and certain pro-
visions might be arranged for, as, for instance, prohibiting
the directors from borrowing more than a certain sum of
money in proportion to their stock; preventing banks from
lending on a single line of discount, beyond a certain propor-
tion of their stock ; and various salutary restrictions might
be provided, and the only way of securing the observance of
these restrictions wounld be by an efficient system of inspec-
tion. 1 believe that such a system is imperatively called for.
I believe many of our banks—in fact, we know that many of
them—have been unsound, have been proved insolvent, and
in many cases I believe the business of these banks, under
proper restriction and inspection, would have been kept in
a position of preventing such calamities. I take pleasurein
geconding the motion, believing that some properly devised
measgure for the inspection of banks would have a salutary
effect on the public credit, conducing to the interests of
those who have to do with the banks as borrowers, or who
make the banks their creditors by becoming depositors in
them.

Mr. BLAKE: There are no doubt certain difficulties in
the way of making a system of inspection effective, particu-
larly in the respect to which the hon. Finance Minister
has alluded. -NP:twithsmnding, my own opinion is that
these difficulties ought to be grappled with, and that the
present condition of our banking system has demonstrated
that it is very unsatisfactory. We have had, as my hon.
friend from L/Islet (Mr. Casgrain) has gointed out, a very
great series of catastrophies; and we find in tracing these
cases that the returnsin almost all of them—made, I believe,
under the sanction, if not by Order of this Parliament—have
been returns which cannot be characterised as otherwise
than false. There are returns made which it is impossible
10 reooncile with honesty and attention to the concerns of
the bank. Either there was a gross want of attention or

Mr. Ivzs,

there was dishonesty on the part of the officials
who made the returns, Now we are responsible in
that regard. We_ offer to the public at present a
certain security, We say: We have provided for re-
turns, and these returns are published from time to time
in the Oficial Gazette, and they come before
you, and they show you the condition of the banks; we
publish -them in order that the public may be informed
and may judge of them, But we know—I do not at
all say in all the banks—but we know from time to time,
in the institutions which have broken down, that these
returns have been really falsified ; therefore, the evils
which the hon. gentleman adverts to, of a pailiamentary
security given to the public—which turns out to be
fallacious—exists at the present day, but exists in & manner
and to an extent which requires to be considered. Now,
I would make a practical suggestion on that subject.
I maintain that the Government, with reference to these
measures, ought to see to it that the criminal law is, in the
first place, in a proper condition to take hold of those who
are guilty of these falsifications, and, secondly, to see that
the provisions of the criminal law are enforced. I am not
now discussing the constitutional question of criminal pro.
cedure and criminal jurisdiction’; we know that in election
cases provision has been made for the Atiorney-General
taking part in the prosecutions or arranging them ; but in
some way or other it ought to be made plain that the
power of this Legislature is intended to be exercised in the
vindication of the law in cases in which that law has been
abused. Up to this time the instances of its abuse and the
instanees of punishment for that abuse contrast in a very
unsatisfactory manner, and nothing is more unfortunate
than that a law should be a dead letter. You tell the
public that these returns are made under the sanction of an
oath, and yet they are falsified ; and it turns out now that
much may be done and is done in the direction of falsifi-
cation, and very little punishment reems to follow. With
reference to the observation which the hon. gentleman
made, as to the responsibility of the Government, it seems
to me open to a very strong comment. He says, You send
your inspector out, and he visits the bank and reports that
it is all right, and if, six months afterwards, tho bank fails
to whom does the public look ? It comes to the Govern-
ment, and he says the Government are responsible. But I
would ask the hon. Minister whether it is not a greater
guarantee to the publie of the confidence of the Government
in a banking ipstitution, that the Government deposits its
money to the extent of hundreds of thousands of dollars in
that institution—~whether the fact that the Dominion Gov-
ernment had deposited with the bank is not, to depositors,
to note-holders, to sharcholders, and to ali concerned, a
guarantee of its solvency of a much more pointed character
than the mere return of an inspector; and yet, under our
present law, as the hon. gentleman administers that law,
he gives a guarantee which costs to private individuals who
rely upon it, I do not know how much, and us also, large
sums of money. So, it seems to me, with reference to the
doctrine which the hon, gentieman bas laid down, of the
responsibility of the Government to the public for these
declarations of the inspector of the solvency cf banks, that
a very strong comment is to be made a8 to his own conduct
in dealing with insolvent banks and fraudulent returns. Now,
the hon. member for Richmond and Wolfe (Mr. Ives) hassug-
gested that we should take care that the banks should realise
their dead assets. Of course, it would be & good thing if we
could compel them to do so. It would also be & good thing if
we could compel them to abstain from making these big ac-
eounts which they make, and which are really the cause of
their difficulties—the creation of credits of immense mugni-
tude, out of proportion to their resources. In such cases,
the person to whom the credit is granted, and who is carry-
ing on a gigantic business, reaps all the advantage and the
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bank all the disadvantage, in the event of misfortune, It
would be a good thing if we could restrict banks in making
these large accounts, and compel them to realise their
assets, But you cannot do it, What would happen if you
tried to compel a bank to realise its real property which it
had taken for a debt? * It would simply happen that the
bank would keep the security in a mortgage instead of in an
absolute deed, until such time as it could be realised. You
cannot interfere with the internal economy of these banks
in that way. There are modes of evading such interference,
a8 there are modes of evading the provision of the law
which limits the credits of directors ; for it does sometimes
happen that more money goes to the credit of a director
than the Banking Act allows. 1t seems to me that such
restrictions would be ineffective ; but something might be
done to effect a more vigorous application of the law to
those who make these returns, and the hon. gentleman
might draw somo instruction from the observations which
have been made and which condemn his practice in the
past.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The remarks of the hon.
geutleman are more directed to the expediency of amending
the Banking Act and having a supervision, so far as super-
vision could be had, and pnnishing banks making false re-
turns under the Bank Act. Well, if the present Bank
Act is not stringent enongh, and the powers given to punish
banks making false or fraudulent returns are insufficient,
that question is well worthy of consideration; but that is not
the motion made by the hon. gentleman. The motion
made is : . .

¢ That it is expedient that some measure be adopted for securing by
legislation a better supervigion and inspection of banks.”’

Now, I think my hon. friend the Minister of Finance has
given a satisfactory amswer to that proposition, that it
would not be effective, that it would mislesd the publie,
and would be of little practical value. In the United
States they have a system of inspection, which has failed
in very many instances. We have no system of Govern-
ment inspection in the same sense in Canada; yet I take it
that the proportion of failures in Canada does pot exceed
tho proportion of failures in the United States. Bat
besides, as my hon. friend has stated, the opporiunities for
an effective inspection in the United States are infinitely
groater than in Canada, owing to the difference in the two
systems. The banks in the United States, as a general
rule, especially in the State of New York, with which we
are more intimately concerned in matters of trade, have a
small capital, running from $50,000 {0 $100,000, and so on.
They are small private banks, doing business in a limited
area; and an astute inspector sent to inspect a bank in any
village or town in which it may be situated, has an oppor-
tunity of examining its securities—the commercial paper
and other securities—and enquiring as to the standing of
the various customers of the bank. He can only approxi-
mately arrive at a correct valuation, but he can do so ap-
proximately. But how can we arrive at a valuation of
the assets of a bank having fifty or sixty agencies? The
hon. member for Richmond and Wolfe (Mr. Ives),
would submit to inspection the branches of a bank.
If it be impossible to have an effective examination and to
have anything like an efficient valuation of the assets of a
bank, and if there cannot be an efficient valuation of those
assets, the fact of an inspection merely misleads the public.
They will, rightly or wrongly, put confidence in the Govern-
ment's inspection, They will say : Well, the Government
has just inspected this bank, it is all right,and we can
make our deposits in it. The hon. gentleman spoke about
the Government strengthening banks by making deposits.
Well, it is sometimes in the interests of the Government,
and the Government have no interest, except that of the
public, to do so. It has been, in my experience, looking

back, found requisite or expedient by several governments,
in times of great depression, to prevent umiversal ruin,
universal panic, to come to the help of some of the banking
institations. Those hon. gentlomen who have lived as long
as I have will, if they look back, find that governments
have, on occasion, prevented universal panic by acting in
concert with strong banking institutions, in helping to sus.
tain banks which were not quite so strong. That has hap-
pened and will happen everywhere, It has happened in
England where governments have come to the rescue of
the Bank of England, in times of panic, to prevent &
run on the bank. Every government must, of course, act
on its own responsibility, to the best of its judgment, in
coming promptly to the protection of the commercial ~nd
financial world and the people generally, If they make
mistakes they are liable to animadversion, but no govern-
ment ought to deprive itself of the power of assuming that
position in times of great depression, great commeroial
distress and panic. Now the hon. gentleman from the west
riding of Durham (Mr. Blake) makes certain suggestions
which, as I have already said, are of value, and the Minister
of Justice will, I have no doubt, look over the Banking Act
and direct his attention particularly to this one point, that
the returns should be carefully considered as they are
made, 80 that if the law be not sufficiently effective now,
most stringent measures should be adopted, on the criminal
side ot the law, to punish all parties who make false or mis-
leading returns, and that faults of omission in returns
should be considered equally criminal with fanlts of positive
mistake, I think that is worthy of consideration, and I
hope, after this discussion. my hon. friend will not consider
it requisite to press his motion to division

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I am not entirely
disposed to dissent from what the hon. the First Minister
has said, but I think he will agree with me that the‘int.r«
ference of the Government for the purpose of protecting a
particular bank or particular banks is a most extreme
measure, only justifiable under most extreme circumstances
—in times, as I think he raid, of extreme depression or
panic, or for the purpose of averting ext.eme depression
or extreme panic. It ought to be guarded carefully and
exercised under & sense of heavy responsibility, I am not
at all sure that an Act of indemuity ought not to be applied
for, aud most undoubtedly it ought to be considered as being
in the highest degree an act done on the responsibility of the
Executive, to be guarded with all possible precautions—
Orders in Council aucd the like. That point we may
have an opportunity of discnesing on other occasions ;
but now, with respect to the matter more particularly in
hand, I think the case stands somewhat thus: There have
been, unfortunately, very great scandals connectod with the
failures of certain recent banks, and there isa general im-
pression on the public mind that there has been a failure of
justice, that bank directors and bank presidents, and other
persons connected with banks, have failed most signally in
their duty, and no proper means exist for punishing thera,
That is the popular impression, whether correctly founded or
not. I recognise, as fully as the hon. gentleman, or as the
hon. the Finance Minister can, that there is great difficulty in
obtaining adequate inspection, I do not see myself how
any Government inspector, or set of inspectors, could arrive
at any fair idea of the value of the discounts of these large
banks. I admit that is a very great difficulty, I am not
certain, however, that more care might not be taken, or
that the inspection might not be judiciously used for the

urposo of ascertaining whether, discounts apart, the regu-
ations laid down by our Backing Act are complied with ;
but of this I am very sure, that in practice, atany rate,
our criminal law requires to be strengthened. Acts
have been shown to have been committed by persons en-
trasted with the funds of shareholders and dopositors which
ought to have received severe punishment. In England
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and the United States acts of a like nature have received ex-
tremely revere punishment; and though I do not think there
is need that our criminal law should be amended, I think
in this and many other cases there is urgent need that the
Government of this country should take steps, at an early
day. to endeavor to extradite criminals of this kind. That
would be a very important additional safeguard to all our
banking institutions, On the whole, I dare say, my hon,
friend having obtained an interesting discussion on this
subject and been the means of eliciting some very valuable
snggestions with reference to it, might compiy with the
request of the hon. the First Minister, though that is for
bim to decide. T bope the Finance Minister and the First
Minister,who.having been Minister of Justice in formeryears,
in enpecially able to take charge of this matter—having had
great experience in banking mattera in the olden time—
will eonsidor the suggestions of my hon. friend, with the
view of strengthening the criminal law, and will not disre-
gard my own suggestion, that the immediate extension of the
extradition treatv will be of great value to all the depositors
and shareholders in this community,

Sir JOHN A MACDONALD. T have, T think, indicated
to the Honre that there is an Extradition Treaty now being
negotiated hetween England and the United States, which 1
hore will rome tn fruition, and I believe, if so, it will cover
every real offender against the criminal law. -

Mr,. IVES. I quite agree with the hon. the leader of the
Opnposition, that it would be difficalt to formulate a provision
in the way of an amendment of the Banking Act that would
prevent directors of banks from evading the provision re-
quiring them tn dispose of their dead and ineffective assets,
but I still think it would be quite possible to doit. I be-
lieve his difficulty about changing the ownership for a
mortgage would be got over by obliging them to sell such
assets for cash. If we had a provision of that kind, which
would clear off the dead and ineffective assets, and an amend-
ment to the criminal law which might bring about
more care on the part of the directors, the two work-
ing together wounld dn good ; but it would be very eacy, under
any amendment to the criminal law, for the directors to
hide themselves behind ineffective and dead assets and
make their statements really show what they declare in
returns to the Government.

Motion negatived.

RAILWAY COMMUNICATION WITH OTTAWA.
Mr. LANDERKIN moved for:

Return showing the amount contributed to the Canada Central Rail-
way betwsen Ottawa and Brockville, either by the Government of Oan-
ada, the Provincial Government of Ontario, or by the munieipalities
along the line of railway. Also for similar returns concerning the Ottawa
and St. Lawrence Railway from Ottawa to Prescott ; together with the
conditions npon which such grants were made to both railways ; also
statement showing the present train service on both lines of railway.
Mo raid: My attention was called to this subject in coming
10 Ottawa. 1 found that the train service on one of these
lines at least was very different from what it formerly was.
I might state, for the information of the House, that on the
trip coming down on the Grand Trunk Railway, we started
from Toronto at ten o'clock at night and reached Brock-
ville, a distance of nearly 225 miles, in about seven hours.
We then took the train” at Brockville, and did not reach
Ottawa until eleven, so that it took us almost as long to
come the distance of 70 miles as to come the distance of
225 miles. We had no delays or accidents on the short
road. The train was.apparently a mixed train. I under-
stand nothing but mixed trains run on the line; that the
express trains that formerly ran on that line and on the
Ottawa'and St. Lawrence line have been taken off; that the
service has altogether degenerated, and I want to ascertain,
in the interests of the people of this country, what amount

Bir RicHARD CARTWRIGHT.

of interest the people had invested in this road, what amount
of interest the Government of Canada-had invested in this
road, what amount of interest the Government of Ontario
had invested in this road. I want to see why it is that the
vested rights of the people, if they have any vested rights,
are not respected. Hon. members of this House are well
aware that, perhaps, there has been no Session—there has
been none, in my recollection—when our mails have been
received 8o irregularly as daring this Session, We cannot
couat, with any degree of certainty, upon receiving our
mails at astated period, Formerly the trains wore on time,
tho mails were regularly received, the connection was good
and therc was very little to complain of. They used to
bave regular connections between the trunk lines and the
local roads which were doing public service for the muni-
cipalities in which they were constructed. I want to know
how much the difference is due to the change of policy in
the management of these roads. I would like to know ifit is
that which has been the means of causing our local railways
to fall into disuse, and the interosts of these local railways
to be sacrificed, and the interests of the people on those
roads to be neglected, as they are in many places. This is
only one instance. I have other instances in my mind, and
I may move for the papers in regard to them, in order to
call the attontion of the House to the matter, not with
the view of complaint, but in order to see if we cannot get
aremedy. Thiscoantry has aided very largely the Pacifie
Railwayg. It has given very largely for the building,
maintenance and equipment of the Pacific Railway, which
has absorbsd these two lines, Whan it suits the con-
venience of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, they
will run the trains and the kind of trains they choose, with-
out consulting the interests, the convenience, or the well
being of the people on those lines of railway, Is there no
power to stop this sort of thing ? If the Government grant
largely to these roads, have they no control over them?
Formerly, when these roads were under the control of the
municipalities, every member of this House will remember
the more efficient service we had on the St. Lawrence and
Ottawa, and on the Ottawa and Brockville roads. - The
places that are served by these lines are no inconsidersble
places, The City of Ottawa and the country between
Ottawa and Brockville are served and accommodated b

these roads. It is but natural that these people should take
a deep interest in seeing if their local rights are
going to be overridden by a policy which took away the
local rights of the local railways, and centered them all in
Dominion lines. If this is one of the results of this
policy which was inaugurated here two or three Sessions
ago, it is well the people of this vountry shotild know it ;
and if there is no protection for the people, no gharantee
that the money they have invested in these roads will en-
gire them regular trains and efficient service, with a proper
rate of speed, then it is time this House and the coantry
should know it. My attention was drawn to this matter
coming down, and it has since been drawn to it by the irre-
gularity of the mails that come here, and I have felt it due
to myself and to the country to have it duly considered, so
that we may see if no remedy can be found for these locali-
ties whose lines have been absorbed by Dominion legisla-
tion. We may be told, perhaps, that the lessening of the
service is due to the greatsdepression that exists in this
country ; that.it is owing to the hard times that the traffic
has fallen oft ; that there is no longer the necessity existing
for the continuance of those trains which we formerly had.
In all the years gone by, except, I think, the last year,
these roads have been able to have several trains uron them,
with a large amount of work to perform. If the state and
condition of the country is such that it cannot now afford to
keep up regular trains, that will run atsome reasonable
rate of speed, then of course it will be for us to complain.
We know that the Government who carried on the affairs
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of this country a few years agh, were charged with being
flies on the wheel, but during the time they were in power
they had to regulate the trains on this road, they had tho
work to perform and we had an efficient service on this
road. What has become of the flies now? Where are the
flies now ?

Mr. IVES, They are in Opposition,

Mr., LANDERKIN. Yes, the flies have become g0
numerous now that they have clogged the wheels of com-
merce, not only on these roads but on other roads, Now,
while I am speaking, there is another matter I wish to bring
before the House. Last Session I drew the attention of the
Postmaster-General to the need of giving to that most
important line of railway from Stratford to Wiarton, two
mails a day, and the hon, gontleman promised thathe would
give the matter his earnest consideration, His considera-
tion has resulted in this, that now we have three trains a
week less on that road and only one service a day at noon,
and one the next day in the morning. In the days when
the flies were on the wheel we used to & have a mail every
morning, but now, since this enlightened and liberal
policy was inaugurated, by which the industries of the
. country were to be protected, we have a morning
gervice, and the next day we have no service
until noon, The empty traine have been taken off the
road. We appealed to the railway company about it, but
they say the condition of the trade of this country will not
warrapt them in keeping on the number of trains they for-
merly had, so they have been discontinued, Consequently
it was impossible, [ presume, for the Postmaster-General, in
the depressed condition of the country, when it became
necessary for the Grand Trunk Railway Company to re-
move its trains—it was impossible for him, I suppose, to
give a better service to the large towns, the rapidly in-
creasing towns——

Some hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.

Mr, LANDERKIN. Yes, the towns are increasing, bat
the service on the road is decreasing. Now, Mr. Speaker,
the attention of the Government having been called to this
matter, I hope they will bring down the papers, so that we
. may be ablo to form an estimate of what amount the

people have given, what amount of vested inlerest they
have in the road—so that we may be able to sec if any
remedy can be provided by this House, whereby the vested
rights and interests of the people may be protected.

Mr. RYKERT. I am not aware that this House is bound
to pass resolutions for the personal convenience of hon.
members, Of course, it is very interesting to hear tho hon,
gentleman complain of the inconvenience to which he was
subjected in coming to Ottawa; that is a matter, of course,
very interesting to himself and perhaps to others outside.
But I contend that in all resolutions moved in this House, the
hon. member making the motion should show to the House
some substantial reason why the resolution should be passed.
The hon, gentleman knows well that the returns in compli-
ance with resolutions, when made to the satisfaction of hon.
members, mean the expenditure of a large amount of money;
and if this motion were carried as it now stands, it would
involve the expenditure of a very considerable amount of
money. What I complain of is, that the hon. gentleman
should come to this House and ask for information which it
cannot be possessed of. If the hon. gentleman were as
studious about this matter as he is about other matters, he
would discover, upon reference to parliamentary documents,
that no money was ever granted to this railway company
between the points indicated. Ho would discover, also, that
his friends in the Ontario Legislature were the proper
parties to apply to for redress and for the information he
8o much desires,

Mr. LANDERKIN. If the hon. gentleman will allow
me to explain, I would say there is an item in the railway
statistics of Canada where a grant is made to the Canada
Central of $1,444,000.

Mr. BOWELL. That is the extension of the Canad
Central to the Canadian Pacific, .

Mr. RYKERT. Ifthehon. gentleman will only study the
railway history of Canada he will see quite a difference be-
tween the railway to which herefers and the Brockville and
Ottawa Railway. I say, if the hon. gentleman desires to
have the information he speaks of, he should apply to his
friends in the Ontario Legislature and they can give it to him.
If they cannot give it to him I can afford him all the infor-
mation he requires. Ifwe were to accept the resolution, as
moved by the hon, gentleman, we must admit then, that
the Government of Cunada has given money towards the
Brockville and Ottawa Railway Company, The hon. gentle-
man will recollect that some years ago a sum of money was
granted by the Local Legislature for a portion of the Canada
Central Railway, from Carleton Place to Sand Point—a sum
of 8119,000; but the hon. gentleman will not find that the
Government of Canada ever voted a sum of money to
the Brockville and Ottawa Company. He will find that
some years ago a charter was asked and a Bill was
passed by the old Parliament of Canada, for the building of
a railway from the City of Quebec t¢ Lake Huron, passing
by the City of Ottawa, and following the lino of the
Ottawa River to Lake Huron. That was in 1856, so he
will see that so far as this railway is concerned it cannot be
a local railway. At that time the Parliament of Canada, in
its wisdom, voted 4,000,000 acres of land to assist the
building of that railway. That charter expired, bat in
1861 there was a1 Act passed through the Legislature,
which is called the Canada Central Railway Act, by means
of which a portion of that line originally proposed by the
Bill of 1856 was kept alive, and the land grant was, by
some extraordinary manceuvring, Sir, continued and recog-
niged, to a certain exlent, for the building of that railway.
That charter also expired, but was subsequently revived in
pert. Nothing was done, so far as that railway was
concerned, until some years afterwards, when the people
of Ottawa thought it would be a very good idea to run
a road from this city to Carleton Place, a dislance of
2:% miles, They built that road and then leased a
portion of the Brockville and Ottawa Railway, from
Carleton Place to Sand Point, for 999 years, and called
that the Canada Central Railway. The original Act of
Parliament declared that that railway should run direct
from Quebec to Ottawa, and thence to Lake Haron, keep-
ing within 25 miles of the Ottawa River. They buiit a road
from Ottawa to Carleton Place, almost at right angles to
Brockville, and then leased a portion of the Brockville and
Ottawa Railway for 499 years, and called that the Canada
Central Railway Company, and they thought that came
within the provisions of the Act. Well, Sir, what did they
do then ? This company firat applied to the Parliament of
Canada for aid, and it was not recognised. They then
applied to the Government of Sandfield Macdonald, in 1871,
but he refused to recognise them, and contended they had
no claim whatever for the 12,000 acres per mile. The com-
pany claimed, because they had built 284 miles in the direc-
tion of Brockville, and had leased another portion of railway
at right angles to it and called it the Canada Central Railway
Company, they were, therefore, entitled to reseive 342,000
acres of the best land in Ontario. Sandfield Macdonald re-
pudiated that claim. It was supported by tho Hon. Me.
Scott, who was then a member of that Legislatare, but the
claim was finally refused. When the Sandfield Macdonald
Government fell and the Hon. Mr. Scott was taken into the
Government, then we find an Act was passed by the leader
of the Government=-the leader of the QOpposition was then
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at the head of the Government—by means of which the
company were enabled to sue the Province of Ontario—it
was called the Petition of Rights Act. That petition was
filed shortly afterwards, and the case was submitted to the
courts and tried. Three witnesses were called by the railway
company and examined, but none were examined on the part
of the other side, and judgment went against the Province,
Some months after that, 1, in my place in the Ontario Legis-
lature, urged that justice had not been done to the Province,
and I asked Mr. Mowat to appeal the case. After a time
an appeal was made to the higher court; but instead of add.
ing additional evidence, instead of showing to the court
what the facts really were, as regards the position of the
railway and the franchise conferred by Acts of Parliament,
they appealed from the decision on the facts presented to
the court, and that decision was confirmed. The result
was that judgment went against the Province for 342,000
acres of land. The hon. gentleman will ask: What con-
nection that has with this matter, I will show the hon.
member and the House the connection. Instead of the
Government of Canada having given a dollar to the railway
company, the company obtained a loan of $1,354,000 from
Brockville, the township of Elizabethtown, and the counties
of Lanark and Renfrew, for which the company gave to the
said municipalities a first mortgage on the road. Payments
fell into arrear, and at the time the municipal loan fund was
settled by the Ontario Legislature it amounted to nearly
$2,502,000, The Act passed by Mr. Mowat provided that
where & municipality had borrowed money from the loan
fand and bhad taken security therefor, that that security
belonged to the Province. The township of Elizabeth-
town and Brockville and the counties of Lanark and
Renfrew had, as before stated, taken a mortgage on
the Brockville and Ottawa Railway to provide for the
repayment of the money. The mortgage was in exist-
ance, it was a good and valid security, but notwithstand-
ing that, Mr. Mowat’s Government reduced the claim of
those municipalities from $2,500,000 to $556,000, thereby
throwing away nearly $2,000,000 of money of the Province
of Ontario. And then what did they do? They cooliy asked
the House to set off the judgment against the Province against
the mortgage they held from the different municipalitics.
So that by this transaction the Province lost $2,000,000;
and if the hon, gentleman will refer to tho records of the
Legislature and to the several motions on this subject, he
will discover that the mortgage which had been given by
the railway municipalities was wiped out by the judgment
against the Province. So far as the Government of Canada
is concerned, it had nothing to do with granting this money.
It was money owing by certain municipalities which they
were well ablo to pay, and those municipalities took security
for their advances, and, moreover, having that security, tho
Government could have enforced payment. But they failed
to do so and thought it better, in the interest of some person
or of their party, to have the judgment wiped out for 342,000
acres of land and give up the mortgage they held as security
for the indebtedness of the municipalities which had borrow-
ed the money.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Allow mo to interrupt
the hon. member. There is a likelihood of there being a
small attendance of members this evening, and with the
consent of the House I will move the adjournment at six
o'clock; and, in order to be able to do this, I will ask that
the debate on this motion be adjourned.

Mr. RYKERT. I would like to move an amendment to
the motion before the House—because it will not be con-
venient for me to be present at its next sitting. The follow-
ing is the amendment :—

That the resolution be amended by addiag the following words after
‘railway ' in the foarth line, * also sgowiog what secarities were takea
for the amount so advanced to the said railway company, and what
disposition was made of such seourities. '’

. RYKERT,

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the debate.

Motion agreed to, and debate adjourned.
RETURN ORDERED.

Copies of papers, correspondence and accounts in relation to the
School of Cavalry at Quebec, from 1st July, 1884, to 31st January,
1885. —(Mr. Langelier.)

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved the adjournment of
House.

Motion agreed to, and the House adjourned &t 5:55 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
THURSDAY, 12th February, 1835,

The SPEARER took the Chair at Three o'clock.

PrAYERS.

EXTENSION OF TIME.—PRIVATE BILLS.
Mr. KRANZ moved :

That the time for receiving Private Bills be extended to Wedneeday, the
fifth day of March next, in accordance with the recommendation of tho
Select Standing Committee on Standing Orders.

Motion agreed to.

FIRST READINGS.

Bill (No. 28) to incorporate the Dominion Drainage
Company.—(Mr. Dickinson.)

Bill (No. 29) to amend the Acts relating to Patents of
Inventions.— (Mr, Smyth.)

INDIAN SUPERINTENDENTS.

Mr. LISTER asked, Has the office of Indian Superinten-
dent been abolished ? 1f 8o, the names of the several in-
cumbents at the time of its abolition, Has a new office
been created in its place? If so, its name and the names
of the several incumbents. Has or have any person or
persons who held the office of Indian Superintendent been
appo%nted to the new office ? If 8o, the names of such per-
80n8

Sir JOIN A MACDONALD. The office of Indian
Superintendent has not been abolished. No new office has
been created in its place, and no one has been appointed to
it. Thero are three Indian Superintendents in Ontario,
namely, Mr. Gilkison at Brantford, Mr, Walton at Parry
Sound, and Mr. Phipps at Manitowaning, Manitoulin
Island; one in Quebec, Mr, Boucher, at Betsiamis, on the
Lower St. Lawrence; one in British Columbia, Dr. Powell,
at Victoria; two in New Brunswick, Mr, Sargeant, at
Chatham, and Mr, Farrell, at Fredericton; and one on
Prince Edward Islard, Mr, Arsennault, on Lennox Island.

OFFICIAL ARBITRATORS,

Mr. BELLEAU (Translation) asked, Whether it is
the intention of the Government to introduce this Seesion a
measure to alter the constitution of the Board of Official
Arbitrators of the Dominion ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN (Translation). In answer
to this question, I beg to inform the hon, member that the
Government are now taking into consideration a measure
to that effect; but it has not yet been decided when the
measure will be introduced, '
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IMMIGRANT BUILDINGS AT LEVIS.

Mr, BELLEAU (Translation) enquired, Whether it is
the intention of the Government to commence soon the con-
struction, at Lévis, of the immigrant buildings for which a
sum was voted by the Ilouse last year and the year before ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN (Translation). The Govern-
ment have not yet determined exactly where these build-
ings will be located. Assoon as the site is chogen the con-
struction will be commenced.

THE EXCHANGE BANK OF CANADA.

Mr, HOLTON asked, Has the Government obtained
a copy ot the judgment recently delivered by Mr, Justice
Mathieu, of the Superior Court for Lower Canada, dismias-
ing its claim, as a privileged claim, upon the assets of the
Exchange Bank of Canada in liquidation, and, if so, is it in-
tended to lay it upoa the Table of this House, with the
opinion of the Minister of Justice, and of the legal advisers
of the Crown, upon the question involved ?

2. Has the Government obtained any security from Sen-
ator Ogilvie for the repayment of money loaned to the
Exchange Bank and guaranteed by him ?

3. Has the Government taken any proceedings against
Senator Ogilvie to compel him to pay the amount of his
guarantee in this matter, or to give security therefor, and,
if 8o, when ? If not, is it their intention to do so ?

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. The Government has
obtained a copy of the judgment recently delivered by Mr.
Justice Mathieu. There is no intention of laying it upon
the Table of the House, but the hon. gentleman can move
for it if he wishes. Of course it can be procured ; it is like
any other judgment of & court, and can be obtained by any
hon. member or any person in the Dominion. The opinion
of the Minister of Justice is an opinion for the information
of the Crown ; and so with the legal advisers of the Crown
upon the question. The Government has not obtained any
security from Senator Ogilvie for the repayment of the
money loaned to the Exchange Bank and guaranteed by
him. @s to the third part of the question, the Government
have not taken any proceedings against Senator Ogilvie,
inasmuch as this judgment is now in appeal, and if the
Crown’s priority is upheld by the Court of Appeal, there
will be no necessity for taking proceedings against Senator
Ogilvie,

PRIVILEGE—~NEWSPAPER ATTACK.

Mr. SPROULE. Before the Orders of the Day are called
I would like to make an explanation in reference to an
item which I see in the Free Press of yesterday, and which,
1 believe, was ingpired by an hon. member of this House,
It reads as follows : — :

i The constituents of Dr. Bproule, the member for East Grey, are
not to be congratulated on the choice they made in sending that gentle-
man to represent them in Parliament. About six months ago the
County Oouucil handed a memorial to the doctor, which wag passed by
the municipality, pmyin% the Dominion Government to grant some
compensgation for having largely deprived the people of their railway
facilities by the legislation which deelared all these lines tor the benefit
of the whole Dominion. He was instructed to forward the memorial to
the Government, and at the same time to use his endeavors with the
party of which he is 8o servile a supporter, to obtain some concessions.!”

Then it goes on to say :

¢ Sir Hector Langevin said that the memorial was never received by
the Government. Later on a note from Sproule—at least it is said so—
made the Minister of Public Works state that it was said to be mailed
two or three days ago. Now where has this memorial been for the past
few months, will be a pertinent question to ask Mr. Sproule.”

I would like to say in reference to that item, that the
memcirgl was passed at the June session of the County

Council of Grey. It was not sent to me, as the papers will
gshow. A letter accompanying this memorial will show
that I only received this memorial early in December.
It was dated in the clerk’s office on the 1st of December,
and I think I received it on the 4th, with instructions to
lay it before the Governor in Council and endeavor to
obtain the prayer of the petition. I thought the best time
to do so would be after the Session of Parliament com-
menced, and therefore I brought it along with me and
forwarded it to the Secretary of State, and direct to the
Governor in Council. As te the way I snpgorted the
prayer of that petition, I think it might reasonably be left
to my own judgment.

Mr. LANDERKIN. I understood the hon, gentleman to
indicate that the article was inspired by an hon, member
of this House. I wish the hon, gentleman would state who
the hon. member is. .

RAILWAY COMMUNICATION WITH OTTAWA.

House resumed adjourned debate on Mr, Landerkin’'s pro-
posed motion for Return showing the amounts contributed
to the Canada Central Railway between Ottawa and Brock-
ville, either by the Government of Canada, the Provincial
Government of Ontarig, or by the municipalities along that
line of railway; and the motion of Mr. Rykert in amend-
ment thereto.

Mr. RYEERT. When the House adjonurned yesterday, I
was endeavoring to show the hon. member for Grey (Mr.
Landerkin), and also this House, how highly favored the
Canada Central Railway had been at the hands of the
Ontario Government. 1 pointed out the fact that this com-
pany had, through one means or another, involved the Pro-
vince of Ontario in an expenditure of upwards of $2,000,000.
I showed that the Government had, in the first place,
given $119,000 for a portion of the road from Sand
Point to Pembroke. I also showed thai money had been
taken from the municipal loan fund of the old Parliament of
Canada and had been loaned to Brockville, the Township of
Elizabethtown, and the Counties of Lanark and Renfrew, to
the amount of $1,354,800; that it accumulated to $2,600,000,
and that, by the grace of the Mowat Government, that
amount was reduced to $550,000, although at that tims the
municipalities had & valid security, a first mortgage on the
road, for the payment of the whole amount, I also showed
that the Ontario Legislature had passed an Act by which
the Government was allowed to l‘))e sued by the Canada
Central upon petition of right, and judgment was obtained
against the Province for 342,000 acres, and that judgment
was set off against the mortgage. Oniario thus lost
about $2,000,000 by the Canada Central Railway. But
that is not all. Not only the Reform Government of
Ontario granted favors to the Canada Central, but we find
that in the second Session of the Reform Government of Mr.
Mackenzie no less a sum than $1,440,000 was voted for the
extension of that railway towards the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way. The motion of the hon. gentleman does not go beyond
the City of Ottawa. Yesterday he interrupted me when I
wag making some observations, and pointed out the fact
that he found in the accounts of last year an item of
$16,800 paid to the Canada Central Company. True it was
granted and paid. But the hon. gentleman’s motion does
not reach that far. It only covers the road from Brock-
ville to Ottawa, and I say the Government of Canada
never gave a single dollar to that portion of the Rail-
way, but that the money was voted towards the extension
of the railway. The House does not require any such
return as is asked for. It is already on record, and the
hon, gentleman knows it right well, for he voted for
granting $12,000 per mile for 120 miles of that road in
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1875. The amount was $1,440,000, and there is no neces-
sity for the hon. member to move a motion covering that —
if he intended to coverit, as I suppose he did by his inter-
ruption—and there is no mnecessity to bring down any
papers in regard to that matter. We know all about it. All
we have to do is to refer to the speech of the leader of the
Opposition in this House in 1879, for he gives it as one of the
items of the expenditure of the Canadian Pacific Railway.
The hon. gentleman wants this House to interfere with the
internal management of this railway company. I should
like to know if, in the liberality of the Ontario Government,
and of the Dominion Government in granting §12,000 per
mile, there was any condition attached in regard to operat-
ing the road. There was no condifion attached, there was
nothing in the Act stating what the company should do. So
far as regards running trains, that is a matter of internal
eoonomy between the company and the Government. No
doubt the hon. gentleman was inconvenienced, but at the
same time others have been inconvenienced in like manner,
The same thing happened last year, and if I recollect
rightly, you, Mr. Speaker, were charged with having com-
pelled the railway company not to wait for the Grand
Trunk train, and in consequence a large number of pas.
sengers were obliged to wait over and some had to go to
Montreal, Nothing was said in this House about that
matter; we had no right to say anything. The hon.
member for Grey went on to speak about what this Govern-
ment had done in the way of postal service in his county,
and what the late Government did. I understood him to
say that there had been a postal service daily on the rail-
way from his place to Wiarton, Am I right in that?

Mr, LANDERKIN, What is the question ?

Mr, RYKERT. I anderstood the hon. gentleman to say
yesterday that during the time of the late Government, the
fly-on-the-wheel Government, they had & daily postal service
on the train from Wiarton.

Mr. LANDERKIN. I didnotsayso; I saidthat by the
old stage coach we had a regular mail every morning.

Mr. RYKERT. The same all over the Province, The
hon. gentleman must have made a discovery. He is not
correct in his stalement about this fly-on-the-wheel Govern-
ment, He said, we called it a fly-on-the-wheel Government,
There is the father of the statement sitting on the other side
of the House—the gallant knight from Cartwright, I mean
from Huron. The hon. gentleman was the one who chris-
tened the Government the fly-on-the-wheel Government, and
we have endeavored to remind the hon. gentleman that he
did christen his Government by that name. But the hon.

leman (Mr. Landerkin) will recollect that when the
late Minister of Finance made that statement he stood with
his arms folded and admitted he could do nothing to remedy
the state of affairs prevailing in this country. They were
completely paralysed; they had no legislation to ask;
they felt it unnecessary to do abything more than they
had done, and they thought they had done every-
thing possible. If the bon. gentleman will refer to past
history he will find, as I have said, that the name of
the fly-on-the-wheel Government came from the Opposition
side of the House. I object to the motion now under dis-
oussion because it asks for something that this Government
eannot furnish; it asks for information from two Govern-
ments and also from different municipalities. ~The hon.
meover knowe right well that we have not the machinery
by which we ean procure the information he so much
desires. The hon, gentleman confines the motion to that
part of the line from Ottawa to Brockville, and the Parlia-
ment of Canada had nothing to do with that portion of the
road, I object to the motion because it is not in the public
intevest, and we would have beon spared all this troub{)e had
the hon. gentleman gone down to the cormer of Sparks

Mr. RyxEnT.

street and asked the Canadian Pacific Railway Company for
one of their time tables. He would thus have discovered
all about the train service which he 0 much desires; and I
do not think it is a matter for this House to consider. The
motion should not pass, but if it does pass it should be
adopted with the amendment which I have proposed, asking
further information in regard to the securities held by the
Government and given by the road, and what has become
of those securities.

Amendment agreed to; and
Motion, as amended, agreed to,

COST OF HEATING PUBLIC BUILDINGS.,

Mr. BLAKE moved for:

Statement for the last fiscal year, of the cost comnected with the heat-

ing of public buildings (including wages as well as fuel) now paid under
a lump vote, such statement to show the cost under the same sub-head-
ings as those in which it was formerly included in the Public Accounts
before the charge in the system.
He said: It will be recollected that some time ago the
House adopted, at the instigation of the Government, a
change in the mode of charging the cost of heating the
public buildings, by which clause they are now paid under
a lump vote instead of in the ceparate sums for each of these
buildings. It is important that we should be able to com-
pare these items from year to year by having them brought
down in the form in which the amounts were formerly
voted. Last Session the House was pleased to make an
order similar to that which I now move,

Motion agreed to.

SMALL SAVINGS.

Mr, BLAKE moved for:

Copies of all correspondence and petitions to the Postmaster-General,

or any member of the Government, with reference to the adoption in

Canada of a system to encourage small savings similar to that brought
in by the late Mr. Fawcett in England.

He said: Some time ago the British Government adopted,
at the instance of the late Mr, Fawcett, a system which I
think it is desirable to encourage in this country, for small
savings in connection with the Post Office. The degails of
that plan were that-a slip was handed out to any applicant
which contained twelve compartments, and in each of these
compartments the depositor was intended, a8 he made
savings enough to buy postage stamps, to put a stamp, and
a8 soon ag twelve of these were filled, amounting to a
shilling, he was able to deposit that amount; so that he was
saved from the temptation, with reference to his small daily
savings, of spending them and having them lost, and was
permitted at once to buy & stamp, and then when & shilling
was reached the nearest Post Office received the list
and he was credited with & shilling. I have one of
these interesting slips here. Now, it seems to me
that if we adopted, with refereance to our postage
stamp currency, a similar system—perhaps by means of
five cent or three cent stamps, and made an arrangement
for as many as would make up a quarter, which is our
usual small denomination of that kind,it would be extremely
usefal. I think every effort should be made to enecomrage
a system of saving in those who have the least to save. The
importanée is not to be measured at all by the amount of
the savings. A provident habit is that which is of the last
consequence, and that a provident habit should be stimu-
Iated amongst those who have but little to save and in
early life, is a sure way of inducing habits of thrift and
economy which will make better men, better citigens and
the country which is inhabited by them more prosperous. I
have reason to believe that this system has been suggested
for adoption to the Government some time ago, and if not I
think it is & matter which should be taken into oonsider-
ation.
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Sir LEONARD TILLEY. In the absence of the Post-
master-General I may say that this subject has been under
the consideration of that gentleman and the Government,
bat for some reasons which I am about to state it was not
congidered advisable at that time to deal with it. I may
remind the mover of the resolution that under our Post
Office Savings Bank system any person can deposit a sum
a8 small as a dollar.  While we had the greatest possible
anxiety to meet cases such as have been desoribed by the
hon. gentleman, the question arose as to the expense of
oarrying out the plan. I quite admit that the reference to
matters of this kind expense may at times be a secondary
consideration; but I would point out that for all stamps
that are now sold the seller receives 3 per cent. commission,
and therefore for a dollar's worth of stamps that might be
sold we would pay, in addition to the 4 per cent. interest,
3 per cent, commission to the vendors as well as the cost of
printing. Therefore, sapposing that a person deposited the
money and did not withdraw it all it would cost the Domin-
ion Government about 8 per cent. It would cost more,
because we should have tho debits and credits on both sides,
the deposits and the withdrawals. Therefore, in that view
of the case, the Government hesitated at the time to deal
with the matter, inpasmuch as every boy or every man, no
matter how hamble his position or small his earnings might
be, could place an amount, even to the limited extent of a
dollar, to his credit in any of the Postal Savings Banks.

Mr. BLAKE. I think the hon. gentleman’s calculation
is hardly correct. He says, add the prime cost of selling
postage stamps, 3 per cent., to the interest of 4 per
cent. per annam, and even supposing there was no with-
drawal, that would mean a cost of 8 per cent. Well, it would
mean a cost of 7 per cent. in the first year ; it is hardly an ac-
curate calculation,and [ hope his calculations on a larger scale
are more accurate, Itis quite true that the Government pays
a commission on the sale of postage stamps. It is very easy
to deal with that as a question of interest. If a lossis in-
curred in that way, & smallerrate of interest might be given
to the depositor. The great object is to encourage the habit
of saving ; and my opinion is that you could promote the
habit of saving by giving 2 per cent. as much as you can
by giving 4 per cent. The great point is to facilitate the
accumulation of small sums. Of course, I admit that
those sums would be constantly going in and coming out ;
there would be friction of that kind ; but it might be pos-
sible to make arrangements for a reduction of the commis-
sion, or the sale at the post office itself of the stamps for this
particular purpose, or other terms. 1t does seem to me
that the financial difficulty the hon. gentleman has sug-
gested might be got over. But even if it could not, it does
not follow that the scheme would fail, because he might
reduce the minimum, and allow a smaller sum than one
dollar to be deposited. Forinstance, if he allowed 25 cents
to be deposited, the whole difficulty would be got rid of,
except, of course, the extra keeping of accounts,

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. That was just one of the points
considered, whether the amount might be reduced.” The
hon. gentleman says that my statement is not accurate,
because 4 and 3 make 7, not 8, There is the cost of print-
ing the stamps, amounting to 1 per cent., to be added to
the 4 per cent. The hon, member suggests that to
meet this special case we might sell the stamps at a lower
rate, I would like him to arrange a plan by which the
office could distinguish between the stamps sold to a person
who wished to use them, and a boy who wished to place
them on a card.

Mr. BLAKE. I will give it to you in a moment. He
comes with his slip, and gets the stamps put on it.

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. Bat he may not have his
slip; and the man who wants stamps for other purposes

will come with a slip and get them. There are persons
ingenious enough, as we have found in the Customs Depart-
ment, to do such things; they would say they are for
deposits inthe Post Office Banks when they might be for
other purposes. The Government did not reject entirely
the proposition to reduce the amount, in case the necessity
arises; but the proposition with reference to the cards was
not favorably entertained at that time.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. It is so rarely that I
am able to corroborate entirely a statement of the hom.
gentleman opposite that I take uncommon pleasure on the
present occasion of stating that I believe he made & most
correct statement when he estimated the cost to this country
of every dollar we borrow through the Savings Banks at 5
per cent. per annum,. It certainly is not one farthing less,
when we take into account the percentage paid, 4 per cent.,
next the expenses of management, and next, if prudence is
maintained in the Finance Department, the necessity of
holding a considerable reserve of money not paying interest
to meet such demands as may arise. Indeed, 1 think the
hon. gentleman would be more accurate if he put the cost
at more than 5 per cent.,, and I think he is borrowing
$26,000,000 from the people of this country by means of
the Savings Banks,

Sir LEONARD TILLEY. I entirely differ from the
hon. member as to the cost of the money. But if it has
been wrong for us to adopt that principle, how much more
was it wrong for the hon. gentleman opposite, who paid a
higher rate of interest, who allowed on money deposited
in tho Savings Banks 5 per cent. if it reached $10,000
and was allowed to remain a certain time, instead of 3
per cent,, which we allow for deposits of $5,000, allowing
depositors, if they deposited on the second day of the month,
no interest for that month, or if they withdrew on the 29th
of the month, no interest for that month, Therefore our
system has been much more ecoromical than the system
pursued by the hon. gentleman who has risen so cordially,
so promptly, and so graciously, to endorse the statement I
made. I hope before the Session is over I may have him
endorsing many more of my statements. I hope 1 shall be
able to present evidence which he himself cannot resist.
But in regard to this matter, I think he or some other hon.
member wanted to know last Session how much interest we
paid in the Savings Banks, including salaries and all. I
think it is 41 or 4} per cent. or something of that kind, but if
the system is wrong, I think we manage it more economi:
cally than the hou. gentleman did.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. The hon. gentleman
has stated correctly enough that following out the system
which our predecessors, not ourselves, had introduced, we
did near]. ten years ago allow slightly higher rates for a
small portion of the money deposited, not for much, than
are to-day paid. Since that time—and I state this fact for
the special information of the hon. Minister of Finance—all
over the civilised world, in every greatcentre where money
is dealt in, the rate of interest has fallen between 30 and 40
per cent.; but our rate of interest paid on the majority of
Savings Banks deposits is the same to-day as it was at that
period, although the normal rate of interest paid by banks
and other institutions was, I believe, in many cases 30, 40
and 50 per cent. higher in Canada than it is to-day.

Motion agreed to,

MAIL ROBBERIES IN MAgSI%OBA AND THE NORTH
W .

Mr, BLAKE moved for :

Copies of all correspondence and Departmental reporis with refer-
ence to irregularities, frauds and robberies in connection with the mails
in Manitoba and the N orth-West, and particularly to the transactions
in which one Campbell was concerned.
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He said : It has been stated in the public press that there
have been very serious irregularities in connection with
some of the officers concerned in the transport or manage-
ment of the mails in Manitoba and the North- West, and not
long since there was & report that a person named Camp-
bell, who had been in the service of the Department and
who seems to have absconded from those regions, had been
interviewed. It seems he had been for two days in some
sort of durance in & hotel under charge of a Chicago
detective, I think it was, that he had been ultimately seen
by an official of the Government, and I- forget if some por-
tion of the plunder had been procured, but, at any rate,
some information was obtained with reference to some other
persons in the mail service. It is said the amount lost was
a considerable one, $18,000 has been mentioned as being
stolen at one time ; and I think we ought to hear the par-
ticulars of those transactions in which the blame is laid,
according to some of the reports on the United States
authorities, while according to others it is laid on some of
our authorities.

Motion agreed to.

COLONIZATION COMPANIES,
Mr, BLAKE moved for :

Copies of all petitions and correspondence on the subject of modifica-
tions in the agreements made by the Government with the various 'col-
onization companies ; and a statement of the present position of the
Gomtganiel, as to the fulfilment of their obligations under their agree-
ments.

He said : Applications, it has been said, have been made to
the Government to modify the agreements entered into by
the several colonization companies with the Government
on the ground that the Government had since adopted
another policy with reference to another class of operations
in the North-West, namely, those of the companies inter-
ested in building lines of railways; that the Government
having adopted the policy of making grants instead of sell-
ing the lands at §1 per acre to these companies, it was
inequitable that the colonization companies should be
called to pay what they had contracted to pay under
their agreements, $2 and” $2.50 per acve for tiheir lands.
Representations have been made and petitions presented to
the Government by the colonization companies praying
that some change should be made in their arrangements;
and from various sources of information it would seem as if
some of the colonization companies, at any rate, were pro-
posing that the quantity of land which they had contracted
tor shouid be reduced to the amount which their present
payment would enable them to pay for in full, and that the
rate upon that.portion should be a reduced rate having
regard to the altered policy with reference to the railway
companies. It will be also interesting to the House to
learn what the present position of the various companies is
with relation to the fulfilment of their various obligations
under their agreements.

Motion agreed to.

RAILWAY COMPANIES OUTSIDE MANITOBA AND
THE NORTH-WEST.

Mr. BLAKE moved for:

Copies of all correspondence, petitions and Orders in Counncil, relat-
ing to any application by, or on bebalf of, any railway company, else-
where than in Manitoba or the North-West, for aid or additional aid.
He said: 1t may be remembered by some hon. members
that during the last Session of Parliament the then Minister
of Railways laid before the House applications that had been
made by various companies, and the great bulk of which
had been entertained, informing us, &t the same time, that
the number and the bulk of the papers embodying applica-

Mr, BLAKE.

tions which he had been unable at all to consider was much
greater than the very considerable bulk he had laid on the
Table. Those applications we desire to see, and in addition
we desire to see what further progress in the zeal of rail-
ways in the way of plying the Government for aid may
have taken place during the interval since the last proroga-
tion of Parliament.

Motion agreed to.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY—LAND GRANT
AND LAND GRANT BONDS.

Mr. BLAKE moved for:

Copies of all correspondence and petitions of railway companies
in Manitoba and the North-West, praying for grants of land, or modi-
fications in the condition and extent of the _{grants of land already con-
ceded to them ; and of all Orders in Council or agreements or letters,
not already brought down, affecting or in any wise relating to any
railway company in Manitoba or the North-West, other than the Can-
adian Pacific Railway Company.

He said: When the Loan Act of last Session was passed in
aid of the Canadian Pacific Railway, it will be recollected
that rtatements were laid before the House on behalf of the
company and corroborated by hon. Ministers of the Crown,
with reference to the then position of the contracted line and
to the cost of thatline when completed. The object of this
motion is to ascertain the preseni position of the enterprise
in so far as it relates to the point to which I have referred,
namely, the cost of constructing and equipping the con-
tracted line, which is in two parts, the part between Callan-
der and Port Arthur and the part between Red River and
Kamloops. Now, asl say, statemenis were made to us, and
they show these figures, in round numbers: Expended on
the main line contracted for, $23,080,000; expended in
rolling stock for that line, $6,140,000; expended in material
on hand, which I assume to be all for that line, although
they may be partly applicable to other branches, $4,025,000,
and the proportion of the amount for sheds, tools, and
machinery, which I take to be about two-thirds, $705,000,
making a total amount expended of $33,950,000, and the
estimate laid before us to complete the road and equip it
was $27,000,000, thus making the completed cost of the line
equipped $60,950,000. It is public that during last fall,
within three or four months from tc-day, the vice-president
and chief enginecer of the road declared in a formal docu-
ment that the resuits of the explorations and of the practical
work that had been done indicated that there had been an
over-estimate of $4,000,000 in the amount required to com-
plete, and that, instead of $27,000,000, only $23,000,000
would be required for that purpose. Reducing the amount
to which I have referred, $61,000,000 in round figures, by
the sum of $4,000,000, you find a cost of $57,000,000, and that
cost is reached after attributing to the cobtracted line far
too large a pr?ortion of the expenditure for equipment
made up to the day in which the estimate was made, for no
less than seven-eighths of the whole cost for rolling stock,
a8 shown by the statement of the company, is in this state

ment attributed to the contracted line, while about two-
thirds only ought to be attributed to the contracted
line, having regard to the branches and extensions
which are also being supplied with equipments. Thus an
excess of $1,400,000 is reached under this item. AndI
take, without questioning them, the stated estimates of
expenditure for the prairie country, althongh they also are
of a wholly inordinate and as yet wholly unexplained char-
acter as to their amount. But, omitting these coneidera-
tions, the present indication is that the road is to be com-
pleted and equipped for less than $57,000,000, On the other
hand the assets which were available to the company for
the work were—the original stock, which by the contract
and concession to them they were bound to subscribe for
and to pay in full, and which they did accordingly subscribe
for and pay in full, 5,000,000 ; the subsidy, $25,000,000 ;
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the loan of last Session, $22,600,000; the proceeds of the
sale of land grant bonds made up to the time of the state-
ment, $9,200,000; the Winnipeg bonus and other land sales,
$900,000 ; making an aggregate of $62,600,000, to which is
to be added a sum of about $1,000,000 of further land grant
bonds realized just about the month of January, 1884, mak-
ing an aggregate of $62,500,600. You will observe that in
this calculation no account has been taken of the receipts
from further sales of stock or from further sales of land,
because the proposals of last Session were such that
it was not expected that any further stock would
be put upon the market for a considerable time to
come, and that, when it was, it was to be at the disposal of
the Government, which was advancing this large sum ; and,
as to the lands, it was recognized even then that the sale of
them also would be slow, and it was provided that the prc-
ceeds of such sale should go to the Government in diminu-
tion of the mortgage. It was therefore contemplated by
the Government, by the company and by the Parliament
that these two resources, sales of stock and sales of land,
would not be available for completing the construction of
the line, and that the resources required for that purpose
were to be found otherwise; and found they were, as L have
shown, irrespective altogether of the large additional sum
raised on other shares of stock which were sold ; found they
were in the large sams I have mentioned, of aid from the
Government absolute, of aid from the Government lent, of
land grant bonds sold, and of the original capital stock of
$5,000,000 subscribed and paid up pursuant to the contract;
found they were, and not merely found, but, as now appears,
to the cxtent of $6,600,000 beyond what was required.
Under these circumstances, we had good reason to believe
what we wero told, that we were absolutely assuring the
finality of the pecuniary transactions in the way of aid or
relief to the company from the public; we had good ground
to believe that we were assuring the completion of this
enter{)rise at the early date the company proposed to us to
complete it at, and were giving all the money that was
required for that purpose; and I am glad to observe, by the
report of the Minister of Railways which was laid upon the
T&Ie yesterday, that the chief engineer, in the month of
October last, confirms that view and declares that, while
his information was imperfect and incompiete when he
made the estimate of last Session, his further information
and the result of his inspection of the line, made late in the
sammer of last year, has led him to believe that the
resources are ample, And yet, notwithstanding that, we
find statements made, very generally made, that the com-
pauy is in straits, and that it is making an application for
- relief to the Government. It is true that we know that, up
to the other day at any rate, there was no formal application
for relief. That is not the way that these things arrange
themselves. There are conferences and consultations,
informal, unofficial, confidential, until a conclusion is arrived
at between the two high contracting parties, and, when it
is agreed what the Government will give, then the com-
pany writes its letter and makes its demand or request,
and then the Government rays, Yes. That is the way
these things get done, as we know by our oxperience of
the past in relation to this very company.
fore, although no formal application has been made,
because the stage of formal agreement has not been reached,
no individual in this House, no more than any individual
outside of it, donbts that informal applications have been
made, and that negotiations are going on, that the situation
of the company has been stated to the Government, and that
they have Eben pressing it for relief. I should not perhaps
have made that statement as positively as I do except that
I observe that, in the Ottawa correspondence of a very im-
gortant paper, which has received added importance—may
say added lustre ?—from a recent change in ite proprie-
mrsgip, that I see in the Ottawa correspondence of a very

There- |

important paper, -certainly not unfriendly to the Canadian
Pacific Railway, and by some people—perhaps unjustly—
supposed to be to some extent in the confidence of that com-
pany, a statement to this effect :

¢ Although S'r John said there was no present intention to
legislate on the subject of the Canadian Pacific Railway, it is
rumored here that something must be done on their behalf. It is esti-
mated that they have spent during the past year over $8,000,000, apart
from the contract respecting the main line, in furthering the con-
venience of the farming and trading communities by building elevators,
wharves, cattle shede, termini, ete., and it is felt that an easy and
prorr way of effecting this would be found in the Government taking
back sufficient land iu discharge of their debt, and thus enabiing the
railway company to float their securities and build the branch lines
which are demanded.”’

Well, of course, if that statement, sent from the centre of
official and political information, written of course we know
not by whom, —for the veil of anonymity shrouds the sacred
mysteries of newspaper correspondence, and 1 will not
venture to guess even who wrote it,—but written we know
not by whom, written we know not where, whether in the
gallery, whether in & committee room, whether at & mem-
ber’s desk,—1 say written we know not by whom and
written we know not where, if that statement be at all
correct, that of course explains the situation, because, as I
have pointed out, during the last Session of Parliament we
granted to the company such resources as were adequate,
by their calculations, and by the calcu!ation of the Govern-
ment, and in the view of the Parliament, to carry them
through, knowing their stock and their lands were
not to be available for the purpose of carrying them
through, whatover iight . be the ultimate result of
their stock and cof their land opcrations. Of course,
if it be truo that over $8,000,000 has been expended
in other objects than those which Parliament had
in contemplation and was providing for, it is quite clear
that it cannot be the Canadian Pacific Railway Company’s
money ; it must be somebody else’s money, because it is
quite clear they had not got it to spend and therefore it
must be owing. There is in this situation as I stated, room,
no doubt, for considerable disquiet. There is room for dis-
quiet here and elsewhere as to the attitude of the company
and the Government, For my own part I cannot believe
that tho company has made an order, formally or inform-
ally—what I will call the impudent demand—which this
otherwise well-informed correspondent suggests would be
the easy and proper way of accomplishing their object,
namely, that we should buy back our lands which we have
not yet handed over to them and in respect of work which
they have not yet done. I think it mu=t be in some other
way that the proposal isto be made; but in what form I
know pot. Yet disquieting as that situation may be, there
is a more disquieting rumor still—it is that the Govern-
ment will not bring down anythivg to Parliament because
there are difficulties in bringing down anything to Parlia-
meunt ; there are promises and provisions with the sound of
which these walls yet re-echo, and which would make it a
little difficult to bring down something. Besides, something
was brought down last Session, and it led to the organisation,
to the development in a new form, in arevived form,shall I
say, of the Maison Bleue, Instead of the Maison Bleue we had
No. 8, working with equal ardor, with equalingenuity, with
equal determination and resolve, and triumphing, as the
Maison Bleue triumphed, over its adversary, trinmphing, also,
over the Government and the Parliament again. I can
understand that there should be a natural reluctance on the
part of the hon. gentleman who fought so long and fell so
utterly at last in that conflict with No. 8, to resume the
conflict under the more disadvantageous circumstances
under which that conflict would have to be resumed this
Session., I can understand that there are great difficulties
in the way of the Government proposing anything to
Parliament. But, Sir, the most disquieting rumor is that
something is not to be done in Parliament, but that some-
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thing will be done after Parliament rises by what is called
executive action ; because it will be easier when things
grow cold, and a few months have elapsed, and when, after
all, the thing is done, to get us to ratity something disagree-
able that is done, than to approve beforehand of something
that the Government would desire us to take the
responsibility of doing. I hope that course is not to be
pursued. We know that it has been pursued in
the past. We know that before the last Session of Parlia-
ment the Government, by executive action, without legisla-
tive authority, determined to give a gua-antee to the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company involving the public
fortunes to the extent of many millions of dollars, and in-
volving a public policy complicating the question as to the
relations of the country and the company in an irrevocable
manner. We know that we were calied upon to ratify, and
as good and obedient boys we did ratify, what the Govern-
ment had done. We know from the report of the hen.
Minister that by executive action again, the action of Par-
liament has been overridden during the last year, and that
grades with reference to the Canadian Pacific Railway had
been assumed to be approved by executive action, which
were in excess of those that the contract demanded, and
which alone the Government was authorised by Parliament
to approve of. The Government was authorised to approve
of the location, grades and curves of this line in accordance
with the contract, and they have approved of grades, as the
hon. Minister's report says, which are in excess of those
specified by a reference to the Union Pacific Railway as the
mazimuom grades. So that in each of the last two Sessions
we have instances with respect to the Canadian Pacific
Railway of exceutive action in excessof executive authority,
and of Parliament being reduced to the humiliating position
of being called upon to ratify that which had been done
contrary 1o law by the executive, instead of being asked to
decide whether it should be done or no. Now I main-
tain that upon this occasion the plea of unforeseen
emergency cannot be made. It is impossible to
hold this matter over until this Parliament rises and
then to deal with it and say: We did not know there was
any difficulty and that difficulty arose afterwards. I have
not that position in this Honse which would enable me
with impunity to do what another hon. gentleman did the
other day and .say ¢ That would be too thin, Sir.” But if
I might I would apply that phrase to such a pretence as
that. The difficulty is here. It is before us, and there is
but one way to meet it. There is but one way in which it
can be met without overstraining executive authority and
without contemning Parliament itself, and that is to grapple
with the question and determine what is to be proposed,
and to lay before Parliament for its consideration and
approval or rejection, the result of that determination,
Hon. gentlemen opposite may have—I do not say they
have not—reasons for despising us, but they ought not to
show their contempt of this Parliament too plainly, and it
would be to show it too plainly altogether to hold this
matter over for the Session if it is intended to act after-
warde. It is better, Sir, for Government, for the company,
for Parliament and for the country, that the whole facts
should be known and developed. The mysteries, the con-
cealments, the half-truths, which have been the subject of
discussion in the past with reference to the company and
its relations to the Government, and particularly, I may
say, with reference to the loan or guarantee transaction
of the fall before last, have been of the greatest injury;
and it is duoe largely, I believe, to that imperfect
state of the information and those rumors which go
about and which are published in authentic and credible
organs of public opinion, that these difficulties arise ; and it
is better that we should know what the fatcs are. We are
too deeply interested , Sir, to be kept in ignorance of them.

We are entitled to know them, and we are entitled to have
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laid before us what the condition of the Company is, what
its wants are, and what the planof the Government is for
solving those wants and carrying out what the public
service in their interest demands. For my part I earnestly
hope that the eminent correspondent of that newspaper was
in error; I earnestly hope that those rumors are all
unfounded ; I earnestly hope that no such sum as that which
has been mentioned has been expended by the company in
excess of its receipts ; I earnestly hope that the assurances
of last Session as to the financial results of the operation of
that Session will be fulfilled 1n their entirety. e had bet-
ter know the facts, and I therefore take this opportunity ef
moving for such information as it appears to me will enable
usg, inParliament, at any rate, to grapple with them.,

Mr. MITCHELL. I was not in my seat when the hon,
member for West Durham (Mr. Blake) commenced his re-
marks on this motion, but I heard him make some refer-
ence to the paper which I own and control. I must thank
him for some remarks of a flattering character in regard to
that paper and his reference to the additional spirit, life and
ability thrown into it. I am very much obliged to him for
those romarks, I regret that the hon, gentleman’s public
course in relation to an institution which is a national in.
stitation, has not commended itself to that paper as one
which would lead to remarks of aflattering character in the
columns and correspondence of the paper over which I pre-
side. But I want to say this, not only for the benefit of the
hon. gentleman opposite and those who follow him, but for
the benefit of this House and the rountry, and I wish to say
it publicly, that, notwithstanding the sneers of the hon.
gentleman’s chief organ in Toronto and the villainous cor-
respondence it publishes, notwithstanding the manner in
which it has villified me, and villified my paper by declar-
ing that it is subservient to some other interest—I say
that that paper is an independent paper, that it repre-
sonts the sentiments of Peter Mitchell, who has
shown by his public acts in tbhis House as much independ-
ence as, if not more than, most of the peodple who are
listening to me. When the hon. gentleman and those who
write paragraphs for his chief organ make such remarks
about the Herald,I wish to give them a distinct contradic-
tion, and I say the Herald is subgervient to no one, to no in-
fluence, and represents no sentiments but those enteriained by
the proprietor himself. The hon. gentleman has chosen to
refer 1o the fact that in the columns of the Herald there is a
reference to a proposal for the relief of the Canadian Pacific
Railway. Is a monopoly of dealing with that question to
be reserved to the hon, gentleman and his friends behind
him, and the organs that represent them throughout the
country, especially in Ontario? Are they and their organs
alone to represent the views of the Dominion in relation to
the greatest public work ever undertaken in Canada, a work
which is a credit and honor alike to the country and the
Government which initiated it, and to the men who have
carried it out ? Before any such suggestion appeared in the
Herald, I find in the columns of the Globe, in its corre-
spondence, the very statement in question, there being only
a difference in regard to the value of the lands, and it
was said that a proposition was under consideration to
take back the lands in payment. of the public debt.
I have found that elsewhere. I found in a which
I saw a few moments ago in the Library, where I was
—not thinking an attack of this kind was to be made—
remarks in regard to the Herald—and this is a point which
it would be well for the Committee of the Library to look
to—for it is not the organ of any individual or party in this
country, It isindependent,and it is a great deal more so
than the Globe. 1t is in a position to express opiniens
which 1 believe are in the interest of the country, and I
have done so. I fancy the hon. member for West Durbam
(Mr. Blake) would have felt more pleased had the Herald
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in its editorial columns not been so severe as it was in a
very recent issue on the conduct of the hon. gentleman in
relation to the Canadian Pacific Railway. What has been
said by the Herald ? 1t has made a suggestion in regard
to a great public work carried on by a company, who are
entitled to credit and honor for the way in which they have
carried out the work, and who have been sustained by tne
Government, which whatever may be its faults, deserves in
this particular case full credit for the manner in which
it initiated, and the way in which it has sustained the
company and carried out this great undertaking. Kveryone
knows, it is no secret, that the Canadian Pacific Railway Com-
pany requires additional aid. They bave spent 8,000,000 on
elevators, final stations, cattle sheds and subordinate works
in connection with the line, which were necessary to com-

lete this great national undertaking. We also -know that
in the aid the company obtained from Parliament last Ses-
‘sion it is provided that they shall only get payment for
work actually performed from time to time; and after the
road is finished there will be a surplus on the main line, if
the estimates and statements, not only of the Government
engineers but of the company’s engineers, are accurate.
Besides, there is 10 per cent. kept back; nevertheless, by
making an enormous expenditure this year, they will com-
plete the road nearly five years before the original time
agreed on in the contraet, and we know it is quite possible
the company may require aid—national aid—in order
thus to complete the national work with credit alike to the
country and the Government which initiated it. Sir, is there
anything wonderfu! in all that? Does the hon. gentleman
read the Globe? Does he not know that before it appeared
in the Herald it was pictured and foreshadowed in the
Globe, that in place of two dollars per acre as suggested in
my paper the Globe suggested one dollar an acre? I take
his estimate of the value of the land, I know nothing of
the scheme of the Government—I am not in their confi-
dence; I know nothing of the views of the company—I
am not in their confidence on that point. Hon. gentlemen
laugh derisively. I am a friend of the company because I
believe they have done good by the country, they have
carried on a work which is a credit to the country, and I
say whatever may be done it is the duty of the country to
stand by them in carrying out that work, payiog all respect
and regard to the public interest. It is notin the interest
of Canada that that work should be imperilled, and the
reputation and character of the Dominion thereby destroyed.
We know what has already been done in that way. We
know that the utterances of the hon. gentlemen opposite
have been used in England and in the United States in a
manner which does no credit to Canada. We know that
the press which stands behind him bave not confined
themselves to vilifying the Government—I do not blame
them for that; it is party tactics, and I pitch into
them myself when I think they deserve it and will do
80 again. My honorable friend opposite may make an
attack on me, but I am here ready and willing ard, what :s
more, able to defend myself and my paper; and whatever
appears in that paper I am responsible for, and nobody else.
My hon. friend irom West Durham (Mr. Blake) has chosen
to step out of his way and drag me into this controversy. 1
have nothing to do with it. As a public journalist, as a
representative man, as representing as independent a con-
stitueney as there is in the Dominion of Canada, I have as
fearlessly expressed my views as any man in tnis House;
and when 1 choose to propound & scheme which is at
variance with the schemo of the hon. gentleman, when I
choose to put forward a means of relieving the company,
sustaining the honor of the country and protecting the public
interests, I have a just right to doso. The difference be-
tween me and the Globe in this scheme is, that 1 put the
value of the lands at $2 per acre while the Gilobe pats it at
$1. I have paid some attention to the country and

to the proceedings of that public corporation, and the
action taken by hon. gentlemen opposite in relation to
it. At one time we find the lands valued at 85 per acre.
Does the hon, m>mber from West Durham forget that ?
Of late years the very lowest value which that hon, gentle-
man has placed on them has been about $3 an acre. Now,
Sir, does not the hou. gentleman know, when he discusses
the question of placing the value at $2 per scre, that he is
putting it at 50 per cent. less—more than 50 per ceut. less
—than the lowest valuation he individually ever placed on
them. I am quite in my place and province, both as a
public journalist and a representative, in giving my opinion
from an independent standpoint as to what I believe are the
interests of the country in relation to this matter, and so
far from looking with the dread which the hon. gentleman
seems to entertain in regard to a proposition of that kind,
I look upon it, that one of the best things the country
could do would be to resume possession of those lands,
which ought never to have passed out of its bands,
which ought always to have been retained by the
Government, and, if necessary, to give a value to them 80 as
to develop and open up that country. I know that this
railway when built will not give that accommodation which
it should give with reference to branches, We know that
it is necessary to open up that country, It is stated that
the people are likely to go out of the country unless they
got the Southern Manitoba branch, and we know that other
branches are required there. Is it unreasonable—is it not
my duty, individually, and the duty of every honorable and
independent man here, if he thinks the means can be pro-
vided to carry out this work, to stato his opinion openly and
above beard? I think it is my duty to do so—of my own
motion, uninspired by any man, echoing my own sentiments,
and I wish my bhon. friend to understand that in doing
what I have done 1 have given expression to my own idea
of what the duty of the Government is; and I repeat that
I am neither inspired by the Government, by the Canadian
Pacific Railway, nor even by the Grand Trunk Railway,

Mr. CHAPLEAU. Bat for one reason Ishould not have
noticed the rather irregular remarks of the hon. member
who proposed this motion, because I think it is unnecessary
for the Goovernment to reply to ruch expressions of fear, or
to discuss the anticipations which have been expressed by
the hon. gentleman. I do not say that the hon, gentleman’s
remarks were unparliamentary, for they were not, but Ido
say that they were irregular. Rumors and articles in news-
papers may be mentioned when discussing a question which
is fairly before Parliament, but I think it was bardly fair
that the hon. gentleman should have taken such rumors
and have made them the subject of a speech in this House
and an attack on the Government, when no information, no
measure, was before him—nothing, in fact, which would
justify him in making the remarks which he hus made,
But even to that extent I would have allowed the hon.
gentleman to go without answering him a word, but he_
tried to throw some aspersions upon & section of
the party which supports this Government, and these I
cannot leave unanswered. There was nothing wrong in the
hon, gentleman showing his recollection of ibe events of
last Session, by saying that the Canadian Pacific Railway
Com pany had said that, after spending $33,000,000 in the
work they had undertaken, they had estimated that $27,-
000,000 turther was necessary to complete the road, and that
that made little short of $60,000,000 which was required.
Every hon. gentleman can remember that as well as the
bon, member for West Durham (Mr. Biake). The hon.
gentleman went further, and he said that during the course
of last year the vice-president or manager of the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company had stated or had written some-
thing in the newspapers to the effect that he thought the
work had been conducted with such care, and that the
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facilities in the construction were such that they led him to
think that out of the $27,000,000, which had been estimated
as the value of the work to be performed in order to
execute the contract between the Government and the com-
pany, two millions ——

Mr. BLAKE. More.

Mr. CHAPLEAU ——or more might not be spent. He
gaid that he had read that the chief ongineer of the Gov-
ernment in & report made early last fall had corroborated
to a certain extent the estimates of the vice-president of
the company, and had said that really the difficulties which
were expected to be encountered in the mountain regions
were such that probably a large amount of money might be
saved in the estimate of $27,000,000. The hon. gentleman
has allowed his imagination to have full play, and we know
how fertile it is, and he has told us that, calculating as
he did calculate, it would not only be two millions of
dollars, as Mr Schreiber estimated, or between three and
four millions as the vice-president of the company
estimated, that the contract would be short in the expendi-
ture, but that perhaps six millions would be the difference
in the cost and the money which is to be available to the
company aod the subsidy which was to be given to them.
All that, Mr. Speaker, was perhaps no reason for the hon.
gentleman to have expressed such fears. Is it an expecta-
tion or a hope that he has, or is it a fear? Whether it is
a hopo or a fear that will be realised we know not, but we
know one thing—thank God, we know the Government are
not going to lose one dollar of the liberal advance which
Parliament made last year for the prompt execution of the
contract between the country and Cansdian Pacific Ruilway
Company ; aad if we are Lo be' mistaken, it wiil be on the
right side of the sheet. Well, Mr. Speaker, so far so good.
But the part of the remarks of the hon. gentleman I object
to is this. He appeared from his remarks to think that the
Government were concealing the truth from the House
and the country—that the Government was perhaps
frightened to bring before this House the truth as to what
the company would be obliged to ask, lest some other con-
cession would be forced upon them as it happened last
Session. Such an aspersion is unjustifiable. The hon.
gontleman knowa that the Government never have been
concealing anything from this House, but that their policy
has been candidly, freely and openly explained, and not
only the necessary but the unnecessary information asked
for by every one of the members on the other side of the
House has been given, Such was the course followed by
the Government last Session and the Session before last; the
same thing shall be done by the Government during this
Session. The hon. gentleman kas attempted to show that
the Government are afraid. Afraid of what? And he has
brought up recollections that he, especially, should not have
brought before this House. The hon. gentleman has sug-
gested that the Government are afraid of the domina-
tion of what he calls the Maison Bleue. Well, Mr.
Speaker, if we are to speak of that, my hon. friend
should know one thing. I wish the late member for
Chatesuguay was still alive and in his seat. I would
state before him, feeling sure of not being contradic-
ted, that the principle which the Maison Bleue in those
days vindicated before this country and the world was a
principle which has been supported by the highe:t con-
stitutional authorities in England, a principle dear to every
true lover of the liberties of his country. The Maison
Bleue, as the hon. gentleman wishes to call it—and there
is no shame in the name—existed to support the
principle of responsible Government against the tyranny of
a despot at the head of a Government. And what was
fought for by the party with whom the hon. geutloman
wishes toidentify the Maison Bleue ? The fight which then
took npla«se was one which did, and always will do,

. CHAPLEAU.

honor to the nation, to the party, and to the
section of the party to whom the hon. gentleman
has alluded. My hon, friend said that last year we had in
what he calls No. 8 a kind of repetition of the domi-
nation of the Maison Bleue. My hon. friend had last year
a bitter experience of the mode of proceeding of the two
Maisons, the Maison Bleieand the Mais:n Rouge. He tried
to build a little Maison Rouge out of No. 8, and he
knows how the disjointed planks of that little building were
thrown about his head before the end of the Session, ?t was
not for my hon. friend to speak of No. 8 after his
experience of last year. What is the triumph which
tho hon. gentleman says was achieved by those whom he
designates by the name of No. 82 The hon. gentleman
ought to know ; if the rumor is true, he was endeavoring
to profit by that triumph. The hon, gentleman will not
say that those demands were unconstitutional or excessive,
The vote of the House was taken on those demands, Mr.
Speaker; and what was the consequence ? My hon. friend
was so much ashamed of the position his Maison Rouge
placed him in at the time they left him, in such an
insignificant minority, that he dared not take his
seat again at the end of the Session. No. 8, Mr.
Speaker, was loyal, was constitutional, and No. 8 suc-
ceeded because it was both constitational and loyal;
and my hon. friend should never have mentioned the
occurrence before this House, because whatever was asked
at the time was supported by more than half the solemn
votes of his own friends. This, Mr. Speaker, I wanted to
say, because this is not the first time that the hon.
gentleman or his organs have tried to cast this aspersion
on the Conservatives of the Province of Quebec, and I
thought it was my daty to repudiate that unmerited
aspersion,

Mr. LAURIER. It is not my intention to take any part
in this discussion, but there is one statement of the hon.
gentleman which I cannot allow to go unchallenged. The
hon. gentleman has attempted to cover the most contempt-
ible action of the late Maison Bleue with the revered name
of tho late Mr. Holtun. Sir, everybody knows that Mr,
Hoitoa never in any way sanctioned what took place in
the Maison Bleue of 1879. T do not know myself whether
the inuendoes as to what Mr. Holton's views were with re-
gard to the action of Mr. Letellier in dismissing his Minis-
ters are true or not; for Mr. Holton never, on the floor of
this House, nt all events, expressed an opinion which could
warrant the hon. gentleman in claiming that Mr. Holton ever
condemned the sction of Mr, Letellier. But we know, from
the action of Mr. Holten in this House, that he deprecated
the course of this Government in attempting to punish Mr.
Letellier for an act for which he was amenable to the Local
Legislature of the Province of Quebec; and I say this, that
at that time the Maison Bleue, the greal Conservative party
of the Province of Quebec, attempted to tyrannise over
their countrymen by forcing the Government to dismiss Mr.
Letellier. We know that the hon. gentleman was not in
the House at the time; he was in another House; but if he
had been here, he would have seen the Government cower-
ing under the pressure of the Maison Bleue, and he would
have seen the (Rrovernment coming down on its knees at last
to the Maison Bleue, not for any honorable act, but for
the most dishonorable act; for the Conservative party of
Quebec are responsible for introducing the principle that
the Local Legisiature is not independent irom the Govern-
ment of the Dominion. This Isay is dishonorable; and
when the hon. gentleman attemps to cover such a con-
temptible and dishonorable action with the revered name
of Mr. Holton, he must understand that such an attempt
will not go unchallenged.

Mr. CHAPLEAU. I never intended my hon, friend to
understand, nor did 1 say, that Mr, Holion went to the
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Maison Bleue. What 1 meant to say was, that Mr. Holton
disapproved the conduct of Mr, Letellier, and this is evident
from the fact that he would never give his vote against the
condemnation of Mr. Latellier by the House,

Mr. LAURIER. I do not dispute that; I do not know
what Mr. Holton’s views were on that question, but what
I said was, that Mr, Holton never sanctioned the action of
the Conservative party in forcing the Government to dis-
miss Mr. Letellier for an act for which he was amenable
to the Local Legislature of Quebec,

Mr, OUIMET. I really think the hon. member for Que-
bec East (Mr. Laurier) and the hon. member for West
Durham (Mr. Blake) have done us too much honor. I
never thought that we deserved so much credit for what we
have done. The members for Lower Uanada who formed
part of what has been termed the Maison Blewe and what
has been called No. 8, only tried to obtain justice for their
Province, and the best compliment that could be paid to
them is the endorsation which the Liberal members of
Quebec have been obliged to give their conduct. We
have only obtained what we are entitled to have.
We have done not only good service to our Province bat
we have done good service to the Government; we have
done good service to our party; we have dono good
service to our country, I‘f)' we had some influence in
bringing the Government to do what they did, I say it is a
great compliment to be told so by the hon. members of the
Opposition. I say that these gentlemen coming from Lower
Canada, who had been pressing these claims for Quebec for
B0 many years, and wgo had been always kept back, who
had been always going a begging from the then Lib-
eral Government for what we obtained afterwards—I say
this is their condemnation ; this is the avowal by them-
selves that they had no influence, that they were able to
do nothing for their Province or their party in the Province
of Quebec; and that was the verdict that was passed against
them in 1878 as well as in 1882, This was told them by
one of the principal members of their party in their own
organ, the Fvénement, who said: “ What has killed our
party in the Province of Quebec is tho fact that our mem-
bers have never been able to show that they had any in-
fluence in the Govérnment of this country; they were
always on . their knoes before the great spirits of
the Grit party in Ontario.” If we deserve some
compliment from our country or from our Pro-
vince, it is because we arc able to say that even
against the pretended opposition, the alleged opposition of
the Government to do justice to the claims of the Province
of Quebec, we have stood up instead of going on our knees,
'We havestood up like men, we have pressed our claims and
we have succeeded. I thank the hon. gentleman (Mr, Blake)
for the compliment he has paid to us all from the Province
of Quelec for what we have done, because he cannot say him-
gelf that by obtaining that which we have obtained we have
not done good service for our Province. He himself has
been good enough to let us kuow that it was due to our
influence, to our courage, to our loyalty, to our fidelity to
the interests of our Province and our country ; and this
will not be forgotten by the people of Quebec. When I
hear the hon. gentleman taunting us for what he pretends
to be our disloyalty, I cannot help referring to the fact that
he every day taunts us with being the slaves of the Gov-
ernment. It, therefore, comes with bad grace from his
mouth to say we are acting disloyally the moment we are
putting some claims before the Government and pressing
them. How would we act on this side of the House if we
were to follow the advice of my hon. friond? We would be
here for nothing, because when we vote for the Government
he says we are slaves, and when we threaten to vote against
the Government he calls us disloyal. If my hon, friend
were i; power the position, I suppose, he would like us to.

) ¢

ocoupy, would be the humiliating position that was occupied
for five years by our friends sitting behind him, and repre-
senting, or pretending to represent, the interests of the
Province of Quebeo.

Mr. BLAKE. I do not intend to say many words on this
question, and in doing 8o, will embrace in my remarks some
of the observations of the hon. member for Laval (Mr,
Ouimet). The hon. gentleman began by saying that we
did him too much honor, attributed too much importance to
the efforts of No. 8. ‘

Mr. OUIMET. Woe did only our duty.

Mr, BLAKE. In these days I honor highly a public man
who can say of himself that he does his duty.

Mr. OUIMET. Woe believe it our duty.

Mr. BLAKE. Now, the hon. gentleman, I say, having
deprecated the compliment, as ho called it, which my hon,
friend from Quebec (Mr. Laurier) and myself paid to
No. 8, by giving it too much importance, amply justified
any allusion that might have been made to that institution,
for such I understand it to be, that institution in the

arliamentary government of this country, by what he said.
%e said for a long period the affairs of the Province had not
been working correctly, because, as I understand it, there
was a considerable period after the change to which he
attributes so much good fortune, which took place in 1878,
before any marked change in the conduct of affairs with
reference to Quebec took place. Some five years elapsed
before the justice he speaks of was to be done, and it was
not possible to obtain it by the ordinary methods. The hon,
gentleman announced just now that they .had to resort to
threats. “ We threatened to vote against the Government,”
he said, “and you denounce us for disloyalty; we vote for
the Government and you denounce us as slaves,”

Mr, OUIMET. I never said so.

Mr. BLAKE. I use the hon, gentleman’s own language,
for I took down his words. '

Mr. OUIMET. I was supposing a case.

Mr. BLAKE, “If we threaten to vote against the Govern-
ment,” he said, “you callit disloyal; if we vote forthem you
call us slaves,”  Well, I quite agree the hon, gentle.
man has the right to threaten or to vote against tke Gov-
ernment if he thought the Government wora bringing down
a wrong measure, but the difficulty, is he threatened to vote
against the Government unless they would add something
more to their own measure. The will to vote for it is one
thing and the voting for it is another kind of business. 8o
tho Secretary of State declared that No. 8 succeeded, and he
was delighted to know that they had suvceeded.
Against whom did they succeed? Who were the adver-
saries with whom they waged this internecine war? Who
were those whom they triumphed over? What were the
successes which the Secretary of State flaunted in our faces
to-day? Was it in our faces that those successes should
have been flaunted ? Is it not ome of those attacks upon
the flank to which the hon. the Secretary of State is sup-

osed to have given some attention when he flaunts the
successes of No, 8? Do we not know where the difficulty
was? Was it with the weak, and as he.chooses to say, with
the disunited band who share my fortumes here, that the
difficulty was? Was it to overcome them that the arrange-
ments in No. 8 went ou? Not so, Sir; it was the gentiemen
with whom the hon. gentleman is associated by ties mqre
or less strong, with whom he is combined by intimacies
more or less cordial, with whom he has relations more or
less confidential, with whom he entertains and concerts as
to measures more or less in the common party intérest—I
say it was with these that the hon. gentleman was con-
tending. My opinion is, that it was a remarkable scene in
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the history of Canada, not fully developed; it was notin the

face of day, it was not in this chamber, it was not with an

audience in the gallery, it was not with the reporters of the
ress to hear what was gaid; it was not by arguments ad-
ressed to the reason and the conscience of the public.

Mr. OUIMET. How do you krow ?

Mr. BLAKE. Howdo I know? Because I know it was
in secret.

Mr. OUIMET. You do not know, then.

Mr. BLAKE. Because I know that rumors came in the
correspondence of the hon. gentleman’s own party papers.
I cannot romember the names of all of them, but I will
name some of them. I saw the columns of the Canadien, I
saw the columns of the Monde, I saw the columns of other
papers, identified not with me but with hon. gentlemen
opposite, from time to time letting a little lurid light upon
the scenes that were going on in this private chamber.
That is how I know and that is all I know, and the hon.
gentleman knows that that is how I know and that is all I

know.
Mr. OUIMET. You do not know much.

Mr. BLAKE, ButI say that the public was interested
in knowing the various phases of this controversy, this
battle, this long-continued series of engagements, in which,
following out tke principles of General Grant, the leaders of
that band decided that they would fight it out on that line
all Session, or elgse they would not allow the debate
‘to proceed. Do we not remember when there was s
motion to take the debate from day to day? Do we not
remember ihat the motion to take the debate from day to-
day was put off from day to day? Do we not know why it
was put off from day to day ? Do we not know the whole
range of events, such as they appear tous from the outside ?
But I admit we did not know all the inside. I would like
10 know it. Butthere was a triumph. The hon. the Secre-
tary of State says No. 8 succeeded. I say,again,those over
whom No. 8 succeeded where the allies of the hon. gentle-
man and not his opponents. Just one word more. He
says I tried to build a little house outof No.8. Inform and
substance, in sense and spirit, that statement is absolutely
without foundation. Whatever he may intend toinferor to
imply, it is absolutely and entirely without foundation. I
had nothing to do with his cabal. T had nothing to do with
his intrigue. I had nothing to do with his negotiations.
I had to do neither with his struggles, nor with his com-
promises, nor with his arrangements. I never hoped to
profit by them, and it is not by such means I hope to ad.
vance my cause.

Motion agreed to.

BOUNTY TO FISHING VESSELS.
Mr. BURPEE (Sunbury) for Mr. Weldon, moved for:

Statement showing name, tonnage and owner or owners of each
vessel that received bounty during the year 1884, under the Act
:gproprinﬁng $150,000 ‘“‘to aid in the development of the sea fisheries,”’

e amount paid to each vessel; also, tho name, tonnage, owner or
owners of vessels applying for the same, and refused, and the grounds
for refusal.

Mr. McLELAN. I would eay to the hon. gentleman that
all this information will be in the Fisheries Report, which
will be laid on the Table in a day or two. I think he had
better let it stand over, and if anything should be wanting
in that report he can move for it.

Mr, BURPEE (Sunbury). Very well

CASE OF D. J. HUGHES,
Mr. WILSON moved for:

Oogielot all papers and correspondenece between the Government
and D. J. Hughes, Oounty Judge of Elgin, or any other person or

Mr. BLaAkE.

persons, relating to charges preferred by certain petitioners of said
couaty, asking for a commission of enquiry into the official conduct of
said judge.

He said: I regret exceedingly to have learned from the
hon, the First Minister, yesterday, that the Government
had decided not to appoint a commission to examine into
the charges preferred against Judge Hughes. These charges
were made specifically, and the petitioners, among whom
was Mr, Stanton, the County Crown Attorney, declared
their ability to substantiate every charge. When I asked
that the matter should be enquired into and the charges in-
vestigated, I had hope that there would be such an investi-
gation, at least, as would lead to the appointment of a com-
mission which would have substantiated the truth of the
charges or exhonorated the judge charged., There were
grave and serious charges against the conduct of Judge
Hughes when on the bench. Now, Sir, I do not wish
to say one word which is hard or unjust against the
bench. I look upon it, and have looked upon it, with that
degree of respect which I think it is entitied to. But there
were charges made against that gentleman which, if they
were really true, ought to have caused the Government to
have taken action to remove him from the bench;
and, if they were untrue, I say he should have had an
opportunity of showing that they were untrue. Sir,
I'am perfectly well aware that the wheels of justice, to a
certain extent, in the County of Elgin, have been
clogged for a number of years Dby retaining Judge
Hughes as County Judge. It is mnotorious to every
porson wko has had apything to do with him, that heis
arbitrary, that he is very prejudiced against those with
whom he is not on friendly terms, and that it is almost an
impossibility for any person who is in personal disfavor
with him to get justice at his hands. It is well known
in the ecounty that when a barrister is under the displea-
sure of the judge, there is no use in a client applying to
that barrister with any hope of obtaining & verdict, let his
cage be ever g0 just to take before him. Knowing all
these facts, and acting in the interests of the judge, as well
as in the interests of justice, and in order to give security
and satisfaction to the people of that locality, I think thata
commission of enquiry ought to have been granted. I,
therefore, move for these papers, and hope that they will be
brought down, and that when they come down we will be
able to see that the Government were justified in the course
which they thought proper to pursue in the matter, and
thereby give no just cause of complaint to the citizens of
the county and city.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD., I think the House will
understand, from the statement made by the hon. gentleman
in respect to this motion, how very vague and unsatisfactory
the charges are that are brought against this County Judge.
He says it is well understood that the judge is partial, and
that unless counsel or parties are familiar with him they
cannot obtain full consideration for their cases. Charges
are sometimes made against a county court judge by un.
successful litigants. In order to attack a judge there should
be some weighty and specific charges,which are sufficient Lo
show Parliament that the judge was really unfit to perform
his daties. The hon, gentleman krows, and indeed admits,
it should be so, The independence of the judges is one of
the chief protections for justice in any country, and it is the
bounden duty of Parliament, and of every member of Parlia-
ment, to put down any insinuation or attack on any judge,
unless it i3 based on specific charges, showing that the judge
is unfit to hold his position, and that it is contrary to the
public interest he should do 80 ; and the member who takes
the responsibility of making that charge should state his
belief that, from the respectability of the parties, or other
circumstances, he has reason to believe there is a basis and
foundation for the charges. The hon. gentleman now makes
this motion as a sort of censure on the Government for not
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proceeding with the investigation. The hon. gentleman
has been told that the Minister of Justice stated, and
the Government on his report stated, that they do not be-
lieve there are any sufficient grounds for proceeding against
this judge. This is an appeal from that decision, and it is
only in the nature of an appeal from that decision we con-
sent to bring down the papers. We will bring them down.

Mr. BLAKE. We have it already on record, in answer
o the hon. gentleman’s question the other day, that certain
charges against this County Judge, of which I know nothing,
were 80 specific that the Minister of Justice considered they
required an answer from him, and he pointed out which of
them required an answer, and he obtained an answer to
them, Therefore, the proposition of the hon. gentleman,
that we are to understand from the hon, member’s state-
ment that the charges were of a very vague character and
not such as in that respect proper to be comsidered, does
not seem to be consistent with the statement made by the
First Minister the other day. I understood from it tbhat
the charges had been sent to the judge, that he had returned
them, saying he thought they were so vague as not to
require an answer. Thereupon, the Minister of Justice went
over them, and pointed out to him such of them
as to which he, the Minister, required an answer, and there-
upon the judge did answer those charges. There has been
a finding by that member of the Government to which this
matter specially belongs, that certain of these charges were
sufficiently specific and sufficiently grave to require an
answer, They may be entirely untrue, but they are so
grave and specific in their character that the Government
have themselves decided that as regards some of the charges
they come within the rale.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. The hon. gentleman is in
error in his statement that the Minister of Justice -cone
sidered they were specific charges which required a specific
answer. There was a long, and I was going to say, a ramb-
ling statement, & series of charges or insinuations, as to the
conduct of this judge. Some were obviously so vague and
uncertain that the Minister of Justice set them aside
sltogether ; but, as to the others, there was sufficient
ground to induce the Minister of Justice, in justice to the
judge himself, to send the petition to him, because a judge
ought to know when charges, at all affecting his position,
honor and integrity, are filed, so that he may consider
them, But there is no statement on the part of the Min-
ister of Justice or of the Department that the allegations
were sufficiently specific to cause the County Judge to be
put on trial. The papers will be brought down,

Mr. CASEY. I have not Hansard at hand at this
moment,so I cannot reter to the exact words used by the right
hon. gentleman; but he will remember that he told this
House, in answer to the question asked by the hon. member
for Elgin (Mr. Wilson) that, whether tho charges were
specific enough and grave enough to-lead him to order an
investigation or not, the Minister of Justice had cerlainly
directed the attention of the judge to some of those charges,
and had required an answer from him; that the judge had
answered, and had requested that his answer should be
brought down to the House with the otlher papers. So it
was evidently understood by the hon. gentleman himself,
by the judge and by the Minister of Justice, that certain of
the charges were sufficiently grave to require an answer,
and they were of sufficient importance to lead the judge to
ask that the answer might be brought down to the House,
together with the other papers. Hansard of yesterday has
just been put into my hand, and I will read what the right
hon. gentleman said in reply to the question asked by the

hon. member for Elgin. His remarks are thus reported :

¢ Ag to the third branch of the question, a copy of the charges was
sent to the judge, and he replied they were too fgemgml to auswer. The
Minister eliminated those O%MBQI in respect of which he did not think

it necessary to ask an explanation. The other charges were then sent
to the judge, who replied. The petitioner (Stanton) asked for a copy of
this reply. On enquiry of the judge whether he had any objection, he
replied that he preferred that his answer should be sent down to the
House, with the charges whichhad been made against him.”’

So there certainly has been something in connection with
the matter, requiring at least this amount of investigation,
and it will be for the House to decide, when the papers are
brought down, whether it requires further investigation or
not,

Mr. MILLS. The views enunciated by the hon. gentle-
man to-day are not those enunciated by (him on a former
occasion, ‘with respect to the independent action of
judges, and their being subject to adverse criticism. The
hon. gentleman said it was not only his own view, but he
believed the view of overy member of the House, that a
judge ought not to be attacked in this way, and subjected to
adverse criticism. 1 remember, on one occasion, when two
or three of his supporters made a violent attack upon a
judge who was at that time a member of a court of
Canada, the hon. gentleman said it was very important
that the House should subject the action of the judges to
criticism.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. What judge was that ?

Mr, MILLS. If the hon. gentleman will look at The
Debates, he will see I am not misrepresenting his statement
on that occagion.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. On what occasion?
Mr, MILLS. On the occasion to which I refer.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. What occasion was’
that?

Mr, MILLS, When the hon. member sitting near him,
the hon, member for Lincoln (Mr, Rykert), and the hon.
member who at that time represented Prince Edward,
attacked one of the judges.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD., Who was the judge ?

Mr. MILLS, When they attacked one of the judges of
the Court of Chancery, the hon. gentleman thought it was
quite proper for members of tho House to subject the
judges to adverse criticism, although there had been no
petition against the judge, On the present occasion the
hon, gentleman enunciated different views, and the views
he expresses to-day are perhaps, on the whole, much
sounder than those he expressed on that occasion.

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD. I do not propose to
discuss a previous debate to which the hon. gentleman has
referred ; but if he wishes the question reopened, I am
prepared to meet-him.

Mr. WILSON. The First Minister states that the charge
should be specific, and sufficient to show Parliament that the
judge was unable properly to perform hisduties. AllI have
to say with reference to the matter is this, that I think Mr.
Stanton’s statement that every charge against D. J. Hughes
has been proven is sufficient. Mr. Stanton is the County
Crown Attorney, and it is his duty to see that justice is ad-
ministered in that section. He states over his own signa-
ture, and I have his letter in my hand, that he can prove
every one of those charges, and yet the First Minister and
the Government say to-day that the charges are not suffi-
ciently strong as to demand this investigation. I really
think that the proper officer there ought to be the proper
judge as to whether the charges are established sufficiently
to require investigation. If he is not competent to do so,
then he is certainly not competent for the office of Crown
Attorney, or to conduct the criminal businegs of the county.

Motion agreed to.
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY—TRESTLES AND
BRIDGES.

Mr. EDGAR moved for:

A statement showing :—(1.) The total number of timber trestles and
the total number of wooden bridges constructed, or under contract for

comstruction, upon the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, between.

Sudbury Junction and Nepigon River; (2.) The length in feet and the
maximum height of each of said tresties and of each of said bridges.
Such statement to identify the trestles and bridges by numbering them
consecutively from Sudbury westward, and also to claesify them under
the sections in charge of separate engineers, and t> distinguish the
trestles or bridges which are only temporary works, to be filled in by
the Canadian Pacific Railway before approval of the work by the Gov-
ernment engineer.

He said: I need only say that the information sought for
by this motion is very important, and that I think it should
be laid before the House. I may add that if the information
is in the office of the engineer, it is such that I think it
could be supplied in a day or two. :

Mr. MOLELAN. I have to suggest ihat the motion be
amended by inserting after the words “ number of” the
word “ permanent,” and by striking out all the words after
the words ¢ Sudbury westward,” in the last sentence; the
effect being that all the works of a permanent character
will be returned.

Mr. EDGAR, I certainly think that the additional in-
formation which it is proposed to give by the amendment
would be very valuable, but I would be sorry if the informa-
tion which I seek should be delayed in order to get: this
additional information. Perhaps the hon. gentleman who
is acting for the Acting Minister of Railways will be good
enough to allow the motion to stand, and a further motion
may be moved, calling for the additional information ; other-
wise I should be inclined to feel—if not that the object of
the amendment is to delay—that it certainly would be
productive of delay:

Mr. McLELAN., I understand from the Acting Minister
that there will be no delay, but that he is desirous of giving
full information on the point. :

On the amendment being put,

Mr. EDGAR. I think that the effect of the amendment
will be quite different from what the hon. member has
suggested, He first suggested to extend the motion soas to
cover the whole line which would be very desirable if it did
not take too long. Otherwise than that, I hope he does not
intend to alter the motion. ‘

Mr, McLELAN. The hon. gentleman will see that
where the main line is under construction, where the work
is going on by the day, a great deal of temporary work is
used—work that is used for a short time and then removed.

Mr. EDGAR. Idonot want the resolution altered or
emasculated in that way. I think that the motion as it
stood originally provides exactly for the information
ghesiretg, ag it will show the temporary work separately from

e other.,

Sir JOULN A. MACDONALD. How about the tempor-
ary work that is to be taken away, and not filled in?

Mr. EDGAR. If the hon. gentleman will read the
motion, he will see that it distinguishes the trestles or
bridges which are only temporary works. I shall certainly
object as strenuously &s I can to ;have the motion emascu-
lated in that way.

Mr. VAIL., I quite understand the objectof the hon.
gentleman who is acting for the Minister of Railways, in
seeking to amend this motion, I remember a meeting that
took place once at Truro, in Nova Beotia, at which the pre-
sent Minister of Marine and Fisheries undertook to con-
vince the people that Mr. Mackenzie was building a very
inferior road, because he was building wooden trestle
bridges, v‘é.nd that accounted for the progress that was

« WILAON,

being made. Now, my hon, friend wants to make out that
the rest of the road is not of an inferior character, notwith-
standing that the same kind of bridges are used, and that
is his reason for wishing to encumber this motion with the
amendment he has made. :

Mr. CASEY. Ido not see what objection there can be
to including all the structures, so long as they are carefully
distinguished. :

Mr. MULOCK moved the adjournment of the debate.

Motion agreed to, and debate adjourned,

RETURNS ORDERED.

Copies of all Orders in Council, memorials and representations on the
subject of the bounty on manufactures of iron, not already brought
down, together with all letters, accounts and vouchers in respect of
claims made for ruch bounty; and statement in defail of all sums paid
or allowed in respect thereof.—(Mr. Blake,)

Statements showing :—(1.) The expenditure by the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company upon its main line of railway, between Callander and
Port Arthur and between Selkirk and Kamloops, since the expenditure
of $23,078,950, shown by the letter of Mr, Stephen to the Mimister of
Railways and Canals, of the 15th January, 1884. (2.) The materials on
hand in respect of the described main line of railway. (3.) The receipts
by the company since the account given in the said letter in respect of
(a.) Cash snbsidfy; (5.) Government loan ; (¢.) Land grant bonds or
land sales, or from the pledging of land grant bonds. (4.) The
amount, if any, dae by the company in respect of construction of the
described main line. (5.) Estimates of the cost of the work of construc-
tion remaining to be done on the described main line, showing whether
the materials on hand are taken into account in such estimate or not.
(6.) An estimate of the whole cost of construcfion of the described main
line when completed, (7.) Statement of the cost of equipment of the
described main line at the date of the acconnt in Mr. Stephen’s letter.
(8.) Statement of the cost of equipment of the described main line gince
that date, (9.) Hstimate of the further cost of equipment of the de-
scribed main line when completed. (10.) Estimate ef the complete cost
of equipping the described mainline. All such statements and estimates
being separate for each of the described divisions, viz: (a) That between
Callander and Port Arthur and (4) that between Selkirk and Kamloops.
—(Mr. Blake.) .

Statement in detail of the present position of land grant and the
land grant bonds of the Canadian Pacific Railway Oomgany, showing,
by the number of the section, the township and range or other description,
the lots granted to the company ; also, the lots sold by the company;
also, the amount of land grant bonds in the hands of the Government;
the amount in the hands of the company ; the amount in the hands of
the publie ; the amouat pledged by the company for loans or other-
wise, with details; and the amount cancelled ; showing, also, the sum
received by the company for lands sold in eack calendar year and in
the course of the present year; and the amount now due to the com-
pany in respect of lands sold, with a separate statement, showing the
amount received by the company from sales in town sites, and the
amount now due on such sales, distinguishing between the receipts and
debts on account of town sites comprised in the land grant, or in any
arrangement with the Government,and the receipts and debts on
aceount of other town sites.—(Mr, Blake.)

Copies ofall Orders in Oouncil, instructiong to and correspondence
with the commissioners under the commission issued in connection
with the claims ariging out of the construction of the Intercolonial Rail-
way, and a statement of the matters referred to them, and of the moneys
paid to them and to the secretary, and of the number of days during
which the commissioners sat, all sabsequent to the period covered by the
r&txﬁn t% the Address of last Session.—(Mr. Burpee, Sunbury, for Mr.

eldon. .

Statement of the receipts of the post office at St. Stephen’s, N. B., for
the calendar year 1884 ; also, a statement of the value of pestage stamps
sold at the said office,—(Mr. Burpee, Sunbury.)

Return of the casualties to traing on the Intercolonial Railway, arising
from collision, broken rails, or otherwise, for the calemdar year 1884;

| the respective causes and dates ; the amount of damage (if any) in each

case to propertg ; the amount of compensation paid to owners of pro-
perty destroyed or damaged, as well as amount of claims for loss or
damage to property (if any) unsettled.—(Mr. Burpee, Sunbury, for Mr.
Weldon.)

Return of all claims presented for drawback on materials unsed for
shipbuilding, for the year ending 30th June, 1884 ; algo, for the six
months ending 31st December, 1884 ; giving the name of the applicant,
the name and tonnage of the vessel, the amount claimed, and the
amount paid —(Mr. Burpee, Sunbury, for Mr. Weldon.)

Return giving a full statement of all coal entered ex-warehouse, free
or for exportation, during the year ending 30th June, 1884 ; showing
the quantity so entered at each port, the names of persons havin
entered, the quantities ex-warehoused by each person, and, if exported,
the name of the vessel or railroad by which exported, the place to
which exported, and copies of all the cancelling ocertifioates, showing
that such coal had been landed in the ports to which exported.——(Mr,
Burpee, Suobury, forMr, Weldon:)
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Return showing the quantity of rolling stock purchased for the Inter-
colonial Railway during each gix months of the year ending 318t Decom-
ber, 1884, giving each kind of rolling stoek, and whether purchased
under contract or otherwise, the parties from whom bought, and the
cost of each kind, Also, a statement showing what has beeu built dur-
ing the year in the Government workshops, giving each kind.—(Ar.
Burpee, Sunbury, for Mr. Weldon.) §

Statement of the revenue and votking expenses of the Intercolonial
Railway, accrued for the gix months of the year ending 31st \!ecember,
1884, under the several divisions, similar to annual statement B, Inter-
colonial Railway, in the Public Accounts.—(Mr. Burpee, Bunbury,
for Mr. Weldon.)

Statement showing the names and places of residence of all militia-
men of 1812 who reeeived their pension during the Isst fiscal year, and
the amount paid to each of them.—(Mr. Bonmssag

Copy of the charges against Lieut.-Colonel O’'Malley, of the 25th
Battalion, Ontario ; date of U’Malley’s suspension ; date of the court of
enquiry into the charges ; also, a copy of the evidence taken before
said court of enquiry, together with the report of said court to the
Major-General commanding the militia.—(Mr. Wilson.)

All correspondence had with the Government, or any member thereef,
in relation to any ed alteration or relaxation of the provisions of
the present Prohibitory Liquor Law of the North-West Territorieg.—
(Mr. Foster.)

Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD moved the adjournment
of the House.

Motion agreed to, and the House adjourned at 6:10 p.m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.
Fripay, 13th February, 1885.
The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three o’clock,

PnA'nns.

CONSOLIDATED RAILWAY ACT AMENDMENTS.

Mr. WELLS moved for leave to introduce Bill (No. 30)
to amend and consolidate  The Consolidated Railway Act,
1879,” and the Acts amending it.

Mr: POPE. Will the hon,
amendments are ?

Mr, WELLS, The amendmentis are very numerous in-
deed, and it will be impossible to explain them fully at this
stage, The old Railway Actof 1861 was evidently framed by
unprofessional men, and contained a great many inaccuracies
and inconsistencies, many of which found their way