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JAPAN

- Following the Government's fall, thé General
Election was set for July 18th. 39 members of
the LDP voted for the opposition-sponsored no-
confidence motion against the Miyazawa cabinet,
while another 18 did not attend the -session.

- 44 members of the LDP's Hata-Ozawa Group
that bolted from the party formed a new party,
called the Shinsei Party (meaning new life) on the
23rd. In a separate development, 10 junior LDP
members, led by Masayoshi Takemura, formed
their own new party, called Sakigake (meaning
pioneers) on the 21 st.

- The Tokyo metropolitan assembly election
campaign officially began on the 18th. Voting will
take place on the 27th. 258 candidates are vying
for 128 seats. The election is receiving
nationwide attention since the results are
expected to be a preview of the Lower House
election

HONG KONG

- The Sino-British Joint Liai,son Group held its
26th meeting in Hong Kong 21-23 June 1993.
The Joint Liaison Group discussèd_various issues
including the future of lands currently used for
defense purposes, franchises and contracts
extending beyond , 1997, mutual judicial
assistance in criminal matters between Hong
Kong and certain countries, adaptation of laws,
transitional arrangements for Hong Kong travel
documents, investment protection agreements

betweén Hong Kong and other countries, as
well as matters. relating to Hong Kong's
international rights and obligations. The next
meeting of the Joint Liaison Group will take
place at a time and place to be agreed by the
two sides.

CHINA/CHINE

- The June 23 arrival of Australian PM Paul
Keating in Beijing for an official four day visit
was prominently reported by*all official media.
Keating, is the- first, Australian PM to visit
China for over four years.

- Suite à la récente annulation de 43
catégories de taxes, impôts et corvées
imposés . aux paysans, le gouvernement
chinois se montre toujours très préoccupé par
la 'grogne des paysans, et a annoncé cette
semaine l'annulation immédiate de 37 autres
fardeaux de ce genre. : -

- The Peoples Daily reports that in the past
year, over five million cadres have attended
classes organized to study how to implement
a socialist market economy. Over a hundred
senior party members have attended
seminars presented, by Hong Kong experts in
finance, marketing, personnel management
and real estate law.

- The Peoples Daily of June 20 briefly noted
the signature in Toronto of a long-term
cooperation agreement between Northern
Telecom and the Chinese government. The



agreement will permit Northern Telecom to
proceed to final negociations to set up a
manufacturing facility for their main product line,
the MS-100 switching equipment. The English-
language China Daily reported that under the
agreement Northern Telecom would establish two
joint ventures and a research centre in China. .

- Extensive media coverage has been given to
government measures to boost flagging sales of
1993 national bonds. In addition to increasing
interest rates and extending the sales period, the
government has forbidden provinces which have
not sold their quota of bonds from issuing any
other marketable securities.

- Hong Kong issues have recently figured more
prominently in the official media. A call by Guo
Fengmin, the senior PRC representative to the
Sino-British Joint Liaison Group, for greater
British cooperation on outstanding Hong Kong
issues was carried on the front page of the June
19 Peoples Daily.

- On June 22, the Peoples Daily carried a front
page announcement by the Party . Central
Disciplinary Inspectorate, warning government
officials and party cadres to scrupulously follow
the law, and. that they must not profit from their
positions. Several.such announcements have

.appeared recently.

TAIWANlTAlWAN

- According to Taiwan's,, action plan for
intellectual property rights protection;
implemented July 1, the Ministry of Economic
Affairs will establish a bureau for IPR protection.
It's 3 main tasks.. will be dealing with ,IPR
infringement charges, assisting manufacturers in
collecting, evidence and . gathering foreign IPR
information. The , law legalizing cablé TV,
revisions. to the patent law and the trademark làw
will be enacted by the end of July 93.

- On June 22, Straits Exchange Foundation
(SEF) Secretary General Cheyne Chiu tendered
his resignation owing to friction with the,Mainland
Affairs Council (MAC), the cabinel level body

governing the SEF, and it's chairman, Huang
Kun-Hui. Premier Lien Chan refused to
accept the resignation, and told Huang and
Chiu to end their emotional outbursts. Chiu
has accused the MAC. of impeding the
development of cross-straits relations.

KOREA/CORÉE

- Labour-management disputes, which
threaten to spill over from the Hyundai
business group to other major manufacturers,
could dampen the economic recovery
following pump priming measures taken by
President Kim shortly after his inauguration in
February. Differences over wage increases
and reinstatement of dismissed unionists are
the major issues of contention.

- Increased exports, especially to China,
will lead to 6.5% economic growth in the
South Korean economy in the second half of
this year according to a recent study.
Consumer prices are also predicted to rise
5.4% over the year, slightly higher than
government estimates..

- President Kim and' visiting Australian
Prime Minister Keating called 21 June for an
éarly summit of the Asia Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) countries. The leaders,
While satisfied with the 'activities of APEC, felt
that an early summit is necessary to expedite
regionàl economic cooperation under
changing world situation.
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