Antigonish,
N. S.

v Terms and Information apply to

H. THOXAMPSON, D. D.
RECTOR.




STUDENTS : Observe Advertisements in our Columns.

THE STUDENTS' SHOE
; You will find at

McDOUGALL'S.

Neatness of Finish.
Moderate Prices. Durability.

T. D. KIRK,

Groceries,
Table Delicacies,
Grockery, Glassware.

ANTIGONISH, N. S,

LEAVE YOUR ORDER WITH

H. J. McADAM

and get a Stylish well made Suit.
If you order a Suit elesewhere
before inspecting my Goods and
ascertaining my prices, you will
mzke a mistake. I can give you
better value for your money and
guarantee fit and workmanship
first-class. No one need have a
poor suit if they patronize
H. J. McADAM.

:
|
|
|
|

Hgain to the front.

L

YO VVVVVVYVYY
A A4 4 44 4rad a4

i

:

*
®

Shiit at 50c., an
$) eci

WE ARE SHOWING this year a better
range than ever im the following
GOODS:

<
9000600 licn’s and Boys® Overcoats and ‘Ulsters, Water- -
proof Coats, Underwear, Hats and Caps, Top Shirts, Neckties,
Collars, Caffs, Gloves, Boots, Shoes.and -Rubbers.

A3~ We havea good, substantial White Laundried

our $1.00 Shirt we will

against an?vtﬁing in the market. Ask to ses it.
af disconunts to ( ollege Students,

$0029600099 206063 00500000040000003000000002009

Mc¢DONALD &

McGILLIVRAY. §
—— ¢

lace it

TRILORING.

@ee
1nspectioa 1s invited to our ne w line of
SUITINGS, TROUSERINGS
and OVERECOATS.
We have always on hantl the finest line of
English, Scotch and
Canadian Tweedsand Worsted.
This cstablishment is managed by MR.
DUACAN J. GRANT, our cutter, who does ex-

cellent werk. Prices consistent, with the
quality of material. Call and seo us.

THOMAS SOMNMERS.

for & &
Ffine Bﬁnﬁt‘g
of every ;& &
Description

WE

Have the Best Facilities in
Eastern Nova Scotia.

Before ordering your Printing
see our work and get prices.

THE CASKET, Antigonish.

ALNAALLA AL AALAA LA A Eh b
V VYV VU VYV VWV Y VY

GO TC THE e\
Antigonish Dispensary
FOR YOUR
Drugs, Patent Medicines,
Toilet Requisites, etc., -etc.

Quality the Best.
Prices the Lowest.

Prescriptions C. M ]—]enry
Carefuil hemist -
Compounded, gzt und Drge,
FANCY GOODS, BOOKS,
STATIONERY.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES, ETc.

...AT...
Mses. L. G. DBarrington'’s,
MAIN STREET.
Also Daily Halifax Papers and Lead-
ing Magazines, etc.

BERT &B. PRETT,
Watches, Glocks,
Jewelry, Spectacles
and Eyeglasses.

Fine Watch and Jewelry Repairing,
Engraving Etc,.
West End, Main St., Antigonish,




STUDENTS Observe Advertlsements in Our Columns

MISS GC. . MCDONFXBD e
BOOKS, STATIONERY, FANGY GOODS,
TOILET REQUISITES, ETG.

All the Leading Magazines and Popular
Novels, Plaging Gards and Games.
Halifax and St. John Papers.

~<>n----\I%I\I'TIGO]\IISH ‘NovAa SGOTIF\/QE_/_.>

WALDREN'S Photo Studie A. KIRK & CO.

Open First Monday in
Each ¥onth. . . .
First-Class Work.

DISIOUNT TO STUDENTS. '

XK. SWEET & CO.

Hardware, Plumbing,
and Hot Air Furnaces,

Main Street, Antigonish.
Nf cCURDY & CO.

Antigonish and Sydney,

Direct Importers and
General Dry Goods
Merchants.

Ready-=T1ade Clothing,
Boots and Shoes.

headquarters for

SCHOOL BOOKS.

GO TO THE

Leading Grocery
+ Provision Store

FOR YOUR
QGroceries, lleats
and Provisions.

T. J. BONNER. .

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

DRY GOODS, MILLINERY,
CLOTHING,

GENTS’ FURNISHINGS,
SHOES, RUBBERS, ETC. -

AGENTS FOR

The Savoie-Guay Acetylene Gas
Generator, the best and cheapest
Light in use.

ANTIGON[SH N. S.

(. B. Whidden & Son’

DEALERS IN
FEED, FLOUR,
ard FISH.

FINEST OF

Canned Goods, Groceries,
Fruits and Confeo’uonerg

I WHEN IN NEED OF :©
Choice Groceries,
Cammed Goods,
fruit and
Confectionery

¢ ¢ CALL ON © @

1. V. SEARS, Main Street.

! Drink Mayflower Blend Tea,
! the best in Town, T. V. Sears.



TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Editorial,

Italy of To-day,

The Bell, the Censer, and the Rose, .
- Correspondence, ‘

Death of A. R. J. Camzbell,

Magna Charta,

Meeting of the St. I*. X. A, A,
Xaveriana, .

Personals, .

PAGE

-1

11
13
17
19

W
W

w
=




EXCELSIOR.

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY STUDENTS OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER’S COLLEGE.

VoL. A% ANTIGONISH, N. S., APRIL, 1899. No. 8.

BOARD OF EDITORS.

D. MACPHERSON, | - - -« « - Editors-in-Chief.

J. J. WarLsH, )
J. J. CorprrT. A. R.J. CAMPBELL.
R. A.j. MaclIsaac. H. A. CHISHOIAM.
J- J. MurrHY. D. D. McCurbpy.

ALLEN MAcDONALD. J. M. WaALL.

R. St. ]J. MACDONALD,
H. L. HavErs, !

TERMS. - Fifty cents a year in advance ; single copies five ce its.

ADVERTISING RaTES.— One inch, single Column, $1.50 per year.
One inch double column, $3.00 per year.
Other rates on application.

- - - - Business Managers.

Address all communications to
EXCELSIOR, Box 41,
ANTIGONISH, N. S.

If we should call the numbers of our paper after the different
seasons of the year, this issue would be called the spring number,
April is certainly the opening month of spring in and around our
College and no better place could be found in which to watch the
gradual unfolding of the beauties of nature than here in Eastern
Nova Scotin. Cnly a few days ago Earth still hid herself
Bbeneath her comely winter covering and everything was clothed
in its white mantle of frost and snow. Nature was still resting.
Suddenly « warm zephyr wafted from more genial climes sweeps
gently over our land. Quickly the snow disappears, and even
while some still lingers among the hills and in the woods a modest
little blossom peeps forth to wish it God-speed. What pleasure
we take in seeking out that first blossom! How eagerly we
serape among last years dead and find beneath a living leal and
a blossom of fragrance and beauty. How lovingly we take that
first pledge of spring, that promise of another harvest, that
humble little May-flower.

With the May-flower comes the spring. The snow has now
entirely disappeared and nature is once more putting on a new
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garb.  She does this so slowly that man may the more admire her
work. Iere around the fields we note the grass grow greener.
we note the budding trees around and onr hearts turn towards
(zod our Maker with love and thanksgiving.  Surely this is the
Feginning of the new year.

On Satcrday, April S8th, the students finished their annual
retreat and we are sure that each and every student has a warm
place in his heart for the good preacher who spoke so forcibly
and instraeted them so carefully during those four days of re-
tirement.

Our Ajpril number is somewhat Iate and before many days
the month of Mary will be withus. This is the month dear to
the Catholie student since it is the month of Mary, Patroness of
studies. In all churches throughout Christendom Catholies will
during the month offer to Mary together with their hearts, the
first offerings of spring, and our Mother will with unceasing care
watch the efforts of her ehildren to please her.

On account of the near approach of the end of this year we
feel constrained to call the attention of some of our subscribers to
their subscriptions.  The payment of the small amount will not
tax them very much, whereas it will enable us to fulfil our obliga-
gations and clear off all debts before the closing of the year.

The April Journal of Education is to hand. Cardinal New-
man is among the authors preseribed, with an opt.~w., in English
Literature tor next year. This is as it should be notwithstanding
the eloquent silence of Meiklejohn and others who profess to give
a history of English Literature and make no mention of one whom
competent judges pronounce the Shakespeare of English prose.
Kingsley is also introduced. Itis to be hoped that the associa-
tion of the Canon’s name with that of the illustrious Cardinal
will lead to the study of the men themselves and their fenets and
principles.

Those who hold that the teacher has no right to inflict corporal
punishiment upon the infractious to secure obedience in and about
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the schonl room will find it diflicult to substantiate that claim in
the face of the contrary evidence given in this number of the
journal.  While exeessive punishment or punishment unjustly
inflicted is shown to be illegal yet unquestionable sanction is
givea for a liberel use of the rod.

Referring to ¢¢ over-pressure ’' on page 72 we find that ¢ the
teacher is especially eautioned to be on the guard against ¢ over-
pressure.” 77 Nevertheless a glance at the curriculum reveals the
fact that this, that and the other thing and just so much of them
must be taught in the course of one school year.

’

¢ Too much emulation >’ occupies a page or more, and if we
are to judge by what has hecome of most suggestions thrown out
in previous journals, the one here proposed will soon be carried
ont. It now becomes the duty of those interested in our educa-
tional work to consider the advisability of removing at least in
part, the danger of “plugging for exams only >’ by discontinuing
the publication of the marks made by candidates at the July
examinations.

Ax In our last issue, in rveply to *¢ Fin de Siecle ™*
Expranariox. which appeared in the February numbter of
Excension, we published ¢« The End of the Century’’ from the
pen of A Subseriber. Quite contrary to the custom of College
journals, we allowed the reply to go forth without a word of
refutation, or of defence upon our own part; and, furthermore,
we stated, in a foot-note, that we should discontinue any further
discussion on the question, owing to the fact that both sides had
already received considerable attention.

This did not, as we have learned since our last publication,
meet with the approval of our ex-editors. Personally, some of
us have received letters from those who successfully wielded the
pen for ExceLsior in past years, and we have found ourselves
the subjeets of criticisin, somewhat severe. Heuee it is we feel
bound to offer a few words in explanation of our position.

To begin, we may say that it was not our intention to adopt
and defend one side of the question without acknowledging what
was to be said on the other, and we are satisfied that our actions
have been consistent with our intentions, the publication of <“The
End of the Century *” bearing us out in this. Our having pub-
lisked this particular reply was not a matter of preference, but



6 IEXCELSIOR.

depended upon the order of its arrival, it Dbeing the first of the
several replies whieh entered our sanctum. Again, if we
refuted that article, it would neceessarily lead to a discussion,
the end of which could not possibly be reached before the com-
pletion of the present scholastic year, probably not before the
completion of the century itself. Such a series of articles would
become monotonous, and be unsatsfactory to our subseribers.

I¢ has been insinuated that it was owing to fear and timidity
on our part that we failed to publish a refutation. Fa from it.
A refutation would have been but a simple matter, for that reply
was neither rational in its interpretation, logicar in ils argument-
ation, nor philosophical in its conception.  Apart from its
abortive interpretation, in the reply,— not ‘*to our minds at
least,”” but as u matter of fact — therc was nothing more than
what may be summed up in the following presumptive syllogisin :
—1I say that Dec. 31st, 1900, is the end of the century. But
what I say is right. Ergo, Deec, 3lst, 1900, is the ead of the
century because I say so. Fortunately, mankind does not accept
sueir egotism as a criterion of truth.

It is, indeed, really amusing to observe what trivial things
som: people will pounce upon in order to give a florid tinge to
their writings. When productions of this nature cross onr path,
we attribute their superficial texture to a want of deeper thcught.
This characteristic was very clearly exemplified by the writer of
t“The End of the Century’ in his misrepresentations of the
arguments used in the ¢ Fin de Siecle;”” but as we feel that we
cannot afford to continuc the discussion, forreasons above stated,
and do not wish to do an injustice to A Subseriber, we shall not
undertake a refutation.
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THE ITALY OF TO-DAY.
VIIL.

It is a sad fact in a Chnstian countrr like Italy, but never-
theless a faet, that those who go.ern are among the greatest
scoundrels in the land, against whom the common people vainly
strive to shield themselves.  When a certain awount is voted Ly
the Grovernment for any purpose, oni, a certain percentage cf it
fulfils the purpose for which it was intended.  Often the greater
part of it stops in the pockets of the middiemen — the <overn-
ment officials!  Add to this heavy taxation the way in which the
poor man who cannct pay his tax is treated. If ne is a friend of
the Government perhaps matters are allowed » stand. Ile can
live on for several years with sweet impunity without paying his
taxes and yet enjoy the use of his property. Bat woe to him if
he happens to be opposed to the governing party, while it is sure
ruin to belong to any of the parties opposed to the present form
of Government in Italy. No mercy is shown to the latter class.
If the tax is not paid on the day—and paying taxes in Italy is no
small undertaking, as the tax is high and money searce, an oflicer
of the law walks in and seizes all. What is left after the centuple
skinning processes of officers, judges, warrant courts and tyi-
bunals is generally nil. The poor man is then houseless, home-
less upon the public highway in a land where people in ‘ittle
“better circumstances than himself cannot give mueh help however
kind their hearts, for they have not themselves.  The number of
those thus turmed out is by no means small. Towards the end
of the fifth year after the establishment of the present Govern-
ment of ¢ United Italy *’ upwards of two hundred thousand were
turned out on the public highway! Wi.h succeeding years these
evictions have gone on increasing at such a rate that *oday huge
tracts of Italy are in the hands of the Government. To mention
one provinee alone, almost the whole island of Sardinia has fallen
to the Government from the inability of the people to pay the
crushing taxes.

When these beggars, unable to get work are thus turned lnose
year after year they carry with them dissatisfaction of the most
virulent type and they sow it, and it takes root, and it grows and
the harvest must come some day. The man who still possesses a
small amount of property hears the story of the beggar and fore-
sees as he views the straitening circumstances of the times that
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the day must come when he also shall be driven forth. I the
late disturbances it was this class which gave the most trouble.
They have a little property still but they see nothing but ruin
aliead should the present policy continue much longer.  ‘T'o avert
the coming ruin they want some change for the better which the
Italian Govermment does not seem disposed to give.  In this way
the middle and lower classes throughout all Italy is reduced to
the verge of starvation. From Venice to Abruzzi the staff of
life has changed from wheat to maize. On the Luscan hills the
peasant thauks his God morning, noon and eve for a meal of
chestnuts ! In the Appenines he hunts the forests together with
his pigs for a diet of acorns and heechnuts!  Young children are
compellad to work all day long in the sulphur mines of the South
while women who work from dawn to dark arve glad to get eight
cents a day! Able bedied men consider themselves fortunate if
they can get a permanent position at four dollars a month. It
must not be imagined that this poverty is confined to the lowest
class.  Many nobles who before lived in luxury are now com-
pelled to sell some of their estates to keep up their state and
place in society while many others are so reduced that to make
both ends meet, not heing able to sell anything, they must
practice rigid economy. But on the middle class especially has
Governmental oppression borne with erushing weight.  In many
places this class has entirely disappeared, while in the remaining
parts of Italy it is fast vanishing and with it the bone and sinew
of the land.

Conscription is another of the evils of Italy. Ivery young
man the moment he comes of military age is taken in hand by the
Government and trained as a soldier for a term varying from
three to six years. During that time he is clothed, fed and
provided with all the requisites of a soldier by the State. At the
end of liis term he is paid for his entire time at the rate it is said
of one cent a day! To maintain and train this Jarge standing
army costs mucli but the money thus taken out of the Italian’s
pocket is only a small part of the cvil conseription works. The
withdrawal of the youth of the land from the fields and the food-
producing industrics retards the growth of the country and makes
living far harder for those left at home. Many prefer to he
found on conseription day on the other side of the Atlantic, or,
if they cannot leave the country, to feign sickuess or unfit them-
selves for military service.
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In our country should anyone ubject to the Government
policy he has two ways open to him to appeal to the people.
Either he may eall o meeting and freely speak thé truth, and
often even can abuse this liberty and insinuate what is not true,
or he can make bis appeal through the medium of the publie
press.  In Italy things are slightly different.  Should anyone
address n meeting on the iniquities of  the Italian Government he
is at once caught and jailed ! Why, is it uot perfeetly well known
that such public meetings are dangerous to the public safety and
in the main treasonable!  Should one wish to reach the public on
such questions through the medimn of the press he must first buy
a press for no editor in such an undertaking will venture his head
even if heis paidin advance.  If one gets a press and has several
invectives ready and the fane of what is coming gets bruited
abroad two or three members of the police visit the would-lw
reformer and ediwr who enjoy their company for several days.

The moment the first paper of the issue is out, it is seized and
read by the officers.  Every subsequent issue this is done, in the
case of every paper printed in Italy.  If the oflicers say that the
articles are blameless the whole issue may be printed and circu-
lated. But woe betide the editor should the officers of the law
say, as they often do, that this or that article is cither dangerous
to the public safety or reflects a little on His Majesty or smacks
of treason, becanse it finds fault with the army or government.
The printing is at onee stopped and the obnoxious article with-
drawn and the poor cditor bas to look for more matter. Often
this is not at hand as he issues the paper with its blank space
beaded by the tell-tale ¢ Sequestrato.”  But this is not enough.
e is bauled before a tribunal, beavily fined and often imprisoned.
When he gets out of jail he may tind another t+ial impending, for
his devil in his absence may have given as an excuse for inability
to write a leader that the editor was not at home and that anyone
who wanted to see him might call at the common jail where he
Was ‘UNXJUSTLY detained by the Government!  In other words in
Italy there is no real expression of public  opfinion through the
medium of the press.  Not enly is a striet censorship maintained
over it, but even over the mails and telegraphs!  In the face of
all these evils how do the Italians conduct themselves?  Such
stringent laws, such high-handed acts, such misrule have had
their effect. For years the country was in a state of unrest.
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Disturbances, the warning guns of revolution, break out now in
one place, now in another. Last May these disturbances assumed
an alarming proposition. In every city in Italy except in Rome
there was what in a peaceful and well governed commonwealth
would be ealled a revolution. Almost every soldier at the disposal
of the Government—and in all they were not a few — was needed
to quell the insurrections in the various districts. In Milan the
moD seized public and private property, threw up barricades on
the streets, effectively used guns and cannon on the soldiery, and
in every way showed the real spirit needed for & second French
Revolution. In that one city alone, it is said that the killed and
dangerously wounded amounted to one thousand! In other cities
it was not much better. Naples required 2 force of twenty-
thousand trained troops with sixteen cannon to preserve the
peace, which is but an armed truce. Bad as the con-ition of
affairs has heen the crimes against life have not as yet assumed
the proportions of Southern lynching bees oreven of a Hampstead
murder. Here in Italy it has been the soldier with a gun against
the revolutionist with another, while to take away a man’s life
without a trial is still unheard of.
XI.

1t has been said that the cause of all this trouble in Italy is
bad Government and its conscquences. Many have said that it
was the want of bread moved the people to revolt. The dearness
of wheat at the time may have precipitated the movement but that
it caused it is not true.  As the Osservatore Romano remarked,
people merely in quest of flour and grain do not burn down mills
and granaries, nor sack private houses, smash furniture, destroy
monuments, wreck workshops and compel the cessation of all
labor. The Government of course came forward with its explan-
ation. Why it was as clear as daylight —the Pope aud the
Cardinals, the Bishops and the Priests were at the bottom of the
whole affair! They wanted to overthrow the Italian Government.
To read Government journals during the disturbances, one would
be led to think the Catholic party was at the bottom of every evil
which befel or could befal Italy, but how it was so, or whether it
was so was never explained. No one knew better than the
[talian Ministers that the influence of the Pope and Catholicity
has always been cast on the side of law and order, and that the
Church: can never promote or even allow popular tumult. Besides

4
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the Italian generals appealed to the clergy to pacify the people,
knowing well that one priest in such a case was better than ten
regiments of soldiers, and the clergy interfered and calined the
mobs  Not all the Government organs blamed the Pope and the
Church ; for the Perseceranza of Milan and the Guzetta di
Venezia completely turned the tables on the Government and
proved that the Catholie party, as such. had nothing to do with
the uprisings. Despite all this the clerical party was prosecuted
as guilty, the editors of its papers were fined and imprisoned,
some of the papers suppressed, some confiscated and all Catholic
societies for the promution of religious works completely abolished,
and that by the arbitrary acts of a military tribunal! The record
on the Government books sets down the whole trouble to a
conspiracy headed by the Pope for overthrowing the present

order of things.
(Concluded in our next issue.)

THE BELL, THE CENSER AND THE ROSE.

My God, the holy Bell that calls us to worship in Thy temple;
the solemn Bell which tells us that a brother is passing away
and that we should implore Thy mercy for him; the joyous Bell
that proclaims Thy feasts, with glad notes filling all the air;
the friendly and vigilant Bell, which at evening time, amidst all
the troubles of life, awakens in us the thought of Heaven and
sweetly urges us to invoke the blessed name which sinner never
called upon in vain: ‘That Bell is yet nothing but senseless
bronze, hung within four walls and swung perhaps by some rude
uncultured hand.

Lord, these censers of silver and gold which smoke before
Thine altars, which rise and swing before Thy Real Presence
filling Thy temple with the fragrance of piety, and a bright
vapor that scems to embody the spirit of our prayers: these
censers aiso are but barren metal set in motion, as we see, by
earthly hands.

Mighty Creator, what is the flower with tints so bright, which
cmbalms our earthly ways? While it breathes forth to Thee
through the limpid air its fragrant emanations, itself remains
carth-bound as we are. Its stem, void of beauty, brillisncy or
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fragrance, is often clad with great thorns to lacerate the feet of
Thy pigrim.

Thus it is with my soul, untutored and enslaved! She is
bound to the earth; she is in the dust, like the stalk of the
rose; like the bell and the censer she is swayed by ignoble im-
pulse. :
But by Thy grace, O Father most Holy, that soul, which vile
passions sway, also sends forth to Thee pious aceents of prayer.
In the cold and lifeless censer Thou has placed a fire divine,
which consumes and purifies when agitated, something within
itself which takes flight towards Thee and which Thou dost not
reject; lastly, this flower, this thorny flower, this flower of the
carth which cannot leave the earth, blooms beneath the sunrays
of Thy mercy, and breathes forth towards Thee as loving mes-
sengers its pure and heavenly emanations.

Be Thou, blessed wmy God, for having given to the bronze a
voice so sweet, to the incense wings so mighty. ‘To the fair
lower so subtle a fragrance, to the human soul a faith so lively
and a spirit of prayer which the bars of her prison cannot re-
strain.

At times all these things — this dust in which I am held, this
slime of the earth in which my feet are plunged, these evil
thoughts that crowd upon me and hurry me away — all these
appall me, and I feel that Thoa wilt reject with scorn my feeble
tribute of homage. But Thou art good, my God, and I take
heart once more. ‘Thou dost accept what ascends unto Thee:
and the sound that goes forth to Thee, and the incense I offey
Thee, and the faint fragrance breathed from my soul—all these
are the cavtive’s poor contribution to his own ransom, which your
great mercy will surely complete.

(Translated from Louis Veniliot.)
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CORRESPONDENCE.
To the Editors of ExcErnsionr:

Dear Sirs,— I recently happened across a March number of
the Dalhousie G izette, in the correspondence columu of which
appeared a letter on the ¢ ¢ residence ’ or ¢ dormitory > system in
Canadian Colleges.”  As the arguments used in that epistle did
not quite coincide with my views of the subjeet, I thought u few
words on the other side of the question would not be misplaced;
and, being a subscriber for Excersior, 1 determined to forward
you my humble opinions. As to their publication, you may act
according to your own judgment.

The letter of the Gazefte correspoundent was us follows:

Dear Gazette,—You asked lately for views on the ¢‘residence”
or “dormitory ” system in Cunadian colleges. Here are mine,
given freely for what they are worth. ‘The system is a flat failuve.

1st—Becuause the leading colleges, the strongest, largest, best
equipped, get on without it, viz., Toronto, McGill, Queen's,
Dalhousie, Victoria, Manitoba. Toronto really is not an excep-
tion. Her residence accommodates only forty of her 1000 under-
graduates, and those forty give more trouble thau the other 960.
I shall come back to this.

2nd—DBecause the only colleges which have it are secon1-rate,
and they all find it & nuisance. It goes with compulsory chapel.
being in at ten o’clock and things of that sort; it means bad food,
bigh prices, frowsy, squalidd rooms; in a word high-priced dis-
comfort. Free cobtract gives more satisfaction.

3rd— It makes the relations between students and faculty the
very reverse of cordial and sympatbetic; it is a fraitful source of
scandal and trouble. In Foronto twenty years ago the residence
was an open sore.  The authorities tried to cure it.  They turned
out the old men. One, a graduate who had no business there,
they had to eviet by process of Jaw. Their efforts have been in
vain. It is said the last state is worse than the first. In omne
N. S. College it is currently reported that the authorities dare
not set font in their own building. It is no use raking up old
scandals, but everyone knows that the tone of the resideatal
colleges is favorable to idleness and dissipation, if not'to vice
and immorality. There have been more ugly stories about little
happenings in residential colleges under the strictest denomin-
ational control than about those under the free system of Scot-
land, France and Germany, where residences are unknown.

41h — Because, though it is supposed to foster coll ge spirit,
the devotion of students to bon-residental colleges is at least as
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great. Talk to a Queen’s man, for instance, if you want to.
know what ¢¢ bigoted almamaterist” means.

Hth — Because it does not make seholars, the ehief reason for
the existence of any collece. What Canadian residental college
has fifteen graduates this year taking graduate courses in France,
Germany and the United States, as Dalbousie hus? Ho-I1.

Now on the very face of these five arguments, one must
necessarily conelude that they proceed from a limited knowledge
of the subjeet with which they purport to deal. Nevertheless,
one should not fail to recognize the liberai spirit with wbich the
writer gives his views, unfounded though they be. It is not at
all difticult to discover the position whieh the corvespondent takes
on the matter, for he boldly asserts, withont any limitation what-
ever, that ¢ the system is a flat failure.”

v« Because the leading colleges, the strongest, largest, best
equipped, get on without &t is the first reason he gives why the
¢ residence ’7 system is a ¢t flat failure.” Beeause the leading
nations, the strongest, largest, best equipped. get on without it,
does it follow that a Federal system of Government is a ¢‘flat
failure ”?  As well say that the creation of man was =« flat failure
because God could get along equally well without him. Any indivi-
dual who is endowed witn the ordinary amount of intelligence can
readily see why the leading colleges get along without the
csdormitory™ system. But, from the fact that some of the leading
colleges do get on without this system, bow any person of common
sense can make such an illogical inference, viz., that the system
is a ¢flat failure.” I cannot understand.

It may be asked, Why do some of the leading colleges succeed
without this system? The question is easily answered. First,
those colleges which are looked upon as leaders, are, as a general
rule, heavily endowed; consequently, they are financially inde-
pendent, that is, they have no necessity of seeking pecuniary aid
by means other than their endowments. The second, and by far
the most important, reason is that the Faculties of those institn-
tions do not interest themselves in the moral and spiritnal welfare
of their students. If they did, or if they had the least desiie to
direct and guide their students in the attainment of their end, the
first and neccessary step would be the establishment of a residen-
tial college.  Such a step would be absolutely necessary, for, in
order that they, by their exwmuple, their observation, and their
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instruction, may be able to teach those under their charge how
to lead a good life, the members of a Faculty must have their
stedents directly under their eye —not under their eye as the
prisoner is under the eye of the warden, but vather as the son is
ander the eye of his father. “Therefore, in order that any college
may accomplish what ought to be its priuciple object, namely,
the formation of character, it must, day and night, have its
students within its own walls.

Upon what basis the writer to the Gazette classities the colleges
of the Dominion, I am at a loss to know. I should like to ask
if he considers, as second-rate, the Universities of La Val and
Ottawas if he thinks that the Facnlties of those institutions find
the *‘residence” system, in Avts Departments, a *¢ nuisance” and
<flat failures™ or, in a word, if he knows what he is talking
about.  Yet these institutions, and others that might be men-
tioned, arve residential colleges, and do uot begin to find the
system a “nuisance” ov *flat failure.”

The Gazelte correspondent looks with scorn upon *‘compulsory
chapel ” and ¢tbeing in at ten o’clock.” In a Christian country
let Christianity be practiced. Negleci your chapel aad you will
iind it but an easy step to neglect your God. Before closing
your chapel, pause, look into the future, and see infidels your
leading statesmen and governors. A Turk might be satisfied with
such a state of affairs, but never a true Canadian. Again there
is every reason to believe that Ho-Li (as the correspondent signs
himself) is a student who seeks consolation in maing know.a his
troubles to the public. - Being in at ten o’clock” :  one of the
strongest arguments in favour of, rather than againsy the ¢¢ resi-
dence ” system. It is utlerly impossible for any student, who
reguiarly *‘turns in 7 about mid-night to attend properly to his
work.  Something must give way and be neglected, and it is
generally the studies. Once a student begins to work under the
go-as-you-please rzgulations, temptations and distractious become
strong and numerons. Theve will not be a play, concert, hockey~
match, or dog-fight advertised on the poster-covered bill-boards
throughont the city but will be talken in. Socials and private
parties innumerable present themselves, and none are allowed to
pass. From all this, the residential student is free, und able to
apply himself to his studies without the least feeling of restriction
or deprivation. The rest of the second argument oanly gives
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emphasis to the fact that Fo-Ii’s knowledge of colleges is very
limited. -

Before considering the third argument —it these arbitrary
statements may be called arguments — I would .ask you, Messrs.
Editors, to glance at the fourth and fifth. The absurdity of their
conclusions is quite manifest.

In his third argument, Ho-Ii asserts that the ¢ dormitory
system ‘¢ makes the relations between student and faculty the
very reverse of cordial and sympathetic.”” It does nothing of
the kind: and I should not wish for better testimony to the fact
that the Guzette correspondent never attended a residential
college, than is given in the words above quoted. Like all his
assertions, these words most emphatically bear witness to the
utter ignorance betrayed by his verbal onslanght upon the system
in question. An aggregation of bald statements without one
word of proof constitutes the substance of his whole letter. The
writer aflirms that in ‘Toronto ‘¢ twenty years ago ”’ the system
was an open sore which ¢¢ the authorities tried to cure.”” Evi-
dently the efforts of the authorities were in vain. But to what,
I ask, may be attributed the failure in healing the ¢ open sore’’?
Was it due to the system, or to the authorities? If the *¢rvesi-
dence ”’ system works to perfection in every Catholic College on
the continent, and also in many colleges of other sects, there is
no 1eason to believe that the uprising among the students in
Toronto was due to the system. The great fault to be found with
Ho-Ii is that he has not yet learned how to attribute an effect
to its proper cause. Place in any college a Faculty with good
directing powers, and the ¢¢ dormitory’’ system will morally,
physically, and intellectually prove to be the best method of
instrneting and training youth to acquit themselves creditably in
the battle of life.

The residential college may be looked upon as a miniature
world. Several persons of different desires, different ideas and
different dispositions live together, yet cach following his own
particular course. Al that is practiced in such colleges is to be
met in the busy world outside; it is to hecome a stern rerlity.
How applicable, then, is that old proverbial idea,— that the
students of today are the guiding stars of tomorrow! But what
is it that brings this about? Is it not discipline, the due subordi-
nation to authority? It certainly is. But this discipline is not

——
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to he found in day schools, ¢¢ schools which are not schools at all
except in school hours;™’ it is not to be found where the regula-
tions laid down are in force but a few hours ia the day; but it is
to be found where the regulations are ever in force, while
reasonably flexible; where the success of the studen: is the pride
of the professor; where education is a means to the ultimate end
of man. Junrus.

AN e

DEATH OF A.R. J. " AMPBELL.

The death oceurred here on Thursday evening, April 27th, of
Alexander R. J. Campbell, 2 member of ExceiLsionr’s staff and a
tellow of the class of 49, While under any circumstances it
would be a sad duty for us to chronicle the death of a student,
in this instance, the relentless foe has given us cause for deep
grief indeed. In the past we have been bereft of our co-workers,
some of whom were just entering the field, others of whom were
well inured to labour, but not till now have we had to mourn the
ioss of one who had ¢‘borne the burden of the day and the heats,”’
whose toil had been so nearly brought to a successful issue. His
ambitions, pure und noble, frustrated of their aim; the heartaches
and the toilsome hours of study endured for naught; and a college
course, so perseveringly pursued, forever to await its completion;
he mnust haste away. Yes, God is sufficiently pleased with the
service of His servant and He takes him to Himself.

It wants but five months of twenty-five years since Alex.
Campbell was born in the parish of Mabou, Cape Breton. In his
boyliood he began to teach school and by dint of economy and
energy entered college in 1892, where he began training & mind,
by nature, fecund and tractable. The producer of his own re-
sources, like all students of his class, he had to absent himself
from the lecture halls for periods of varying length. During the
winters of ’83-’96 he was attacked by rheumatism with almost
fatal violence, but despite this severe trial he again returned to
college in the autumn of ’97, and again in 9S.

Diligent in his studies and obedient to rule, Alex. never
squandered his time nor shirked a duty. So frugal of the passing
moments was he that most of the odds and ends of time were
used up in self-improvement of one sort or another. Purpose
and persistent industry characterized all his actions, and the re-
sult was that his mind became well stored at the same time that
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he was laying deep the foundation of scholarship. His depth of
thought is revealed in the article on “*Froebel and Diclens” in
last ExceLsior, and, which, by his death, remains unfinished. It
shows his ability in the weaving and knitting of argument. He
was a favourite with all, nor did be -ever give oceasion for dis-
pleasure to any of his companions. He despised crooked ways
and dealt frankly and honestly with all. Iven in debate, where
sometimes slight bickerings are apt to arise, and where he always
played a prominent and weighty part, he has not been known to
handle an opponent harshly. He was always the same unruflled
Alex. and held unflinchingly to his opinion until convineced to the
contrary, when he yielded like a man. His life gave promise of
a bright future, but we trust that an endless future brighter by
far than our brightest has already opened to him.

Of a deeply religious turn Alex. always made the temporal
subservient to the spirvitual.  He was most attentive to his soul’s
welfare.

About two months ago he was seized with rheumatism which
finally brought on a form of heart disease. Early in his illness
he realized that the end was nigh, and was perfectly resigned.
His mother and the good Sisters were constantly by his bedside,
and his fellow students were ever ready and willing to do what
they could while the reverend Fathers of the College frequently
applied to his soul the lhealing balm of the sacraments. His
father, tuo, attended him in his last days. Always considerate
for those about him, during his illness he became even keenly sensi-
tive for those attending him, as if only others suffered and not him-
self, and his smile and sympathetic glance seemed always to say
“thanks.” He died as he lived, peacefully and quietly as if
only passing into a gentle sleep.

On Friday morning, the 28th, a solemn mass of requiem was
chanted by Rev. A. MeDonald, D. D., assisted by Rev. A.
Thompson, D, D., as Deacon and Rev. D. M. McAdam as sub-

deacon, with Rev. R. MeDonald, D. D, as master of ceremonies.
Cn the afternoon of .the same day his remains were taken home
for interment.

To his sorrowing mother and father, sisters and brothers,
Excrrsior extends the most heartfelt sympathy. We trust that
the good God above may strengthen them to bear their loss and
grant eternal beatitude to the dear one He has called away.
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MAGNA CHARTA.

History furnishes many instances of the struggles of brave
people maintained resolutely for years, and ultimately resulting
in the ecomplete establishment of their rights and liberties. The
history of (xreece attests the trinmphs of that nation over tyrants
and oppressors. Yet notl even Greece herself can show a more
complete triumph of the popular cause than does our mother
country. The series of almost continual aggressions and oppres-
sions on the part of the King, the almost sublime en<urance on
the part of his subjects, with new and again a show of remons-
trance; the cruelty and tyranny of the king resisted and finally
subdued ; the might and strength of a suffering and indignant
people furnish the reader with material of interest scarce equalled
in the whole range of history.

To attempt anything approaching an adequate account of
these great events and their ultimate issue is beyond our purpose
as it is beyond our power. We shall therefore content ourselves
with presenting in a manner necessarily biief the causes that lead
to that memorable and most important document which bas been
so well termed ¢¢ the foundation of the British Constitution >>—
Magna Charta. We shall also attempt to sketeh the state of the
nation at that time and the benefits which Magna Charta was
designed to secure.

At the opening of the 13th century the Feudal System, which
had been introduced int o England by William the Conqueror, had
attained to the full vigor of maturity. On the Continent, where
it had its birth, it was a system which gave the King as over-iurd
of all his subjects (from whose grace and pleasure they
held their Jands and even their rights as freemen) almost
unlimited power over their persor s and properties.  But
in England it was even more arbitrary. William so modified
it as to strengthen his own position and consolidate his power.
The Barons who had on one or two occasions defied the
Norman Kings were not given the opportunity to become in
any wise formidable. William, therefore, when as, Conqueror of
the land, it was his to partition iv among his followers, took good
care so to divide it that each Norman noble should bhave his
possessions secattered over different parts of the kingdom. Add
to this that he had appropriated as his own about fifteen hundred
boroughs and many large estates throughout the conquered terri-
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tory ; that in his feuds with the Barons he always received the
support of the lower classes, and we can form some idea of the
immense power of the early Anglo-Norman Kings.

So long as this system of despotism was upheld by the kings
of high intellectual capueity, as indeed w.re all the predeoessors
of John and as long as their power was exercised moderately, the
people bore their lot with resignation if not with indifference.
But now we come to a time when the patience of the nation could
no longer brook the regal violence and rapacity ; when the badge
of suffrance ceased to be borne in silence; when their consecrated
but forsworn Kimg by his indiseriminate persecution of all classes
high and low arrayed against him a nation resolute, steuclfast,
determined to resist.

Circumstances conspired to render a permanent union among
the people more certain. John by his offenses against the French
King, his over-lord, had lost Normandy.  Henceforth the
Barons no longer held Normandy as their proper home. Hence-
forth the name of Englishman, what once bad been to them a
deadly insult, became = national and glorious name. They felt
that they held a common interest with the Saxon in asserting their
rights and those of their country.

We shall not alinde to any of the multitudinous acts of in-
justice of which King John was guilty. IEnough to give a general
idea. Says Dr. Lingard,—¢¢ He stands before us polluted with
meanness, cruelty. perjury and murder; uniting with an ambition
which rushed through every crime to the atta inment of its object,
a pusillanimity which often, at the sole appearance of opposition,
sank into despoundency. Arrogant in prosperity, abject in adver-
sity, he ncither conciliated affection in the one nor esteem in the
other. His dissimulation was so well known that it seldom de-
ceived; his suspicion served but to mult.ply bis encmies, and the
knowledge of his vindictive temper contributed to keep open the
bieach betwixt him and those who had incurred his displeasure.”

Thus, as Hallam has well said, ¢¢all the rapacious actions
usual to the Norman Kings were not only redoubled but mingled
with outrages still more intolerable ”— and this at the hands of
2 man uatterly contemptible for his folly and cowardice. These
very qualities however contributed largely to the great results
which followed, for had he bLeen less vicious the Barons would
probably never have united with the freemen against the common
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enemy, had he been less a simpleton and o coward the great
movement, which rvesulted in Magna Charta wmight have been
frusteated of its effect.

The head and front of this patriotic struggle against John
was, according to all historical testimony, Stephen Langton,
Archbishop of Canterbary, ably seconded by Earl Pembroke,
Lord Marshal. The Archbishop had time and again remonstrated
with ¢he King, sometimes at the imminent visk of his life. When
the time for decisive action had arrived these «wo men were not
found wanting.

And now we may note briefly the chief events that led to the
consummation of the nation’s desires and the complete discomfiture
of the King.

In 1213 John requested his northern nobles to aid him in a
war with France. On their refusal the King became exceedingly
angered and set himself to devise means of bringing his recalcitrant
nobles to a sense of duty. In the meantime two councils had
been held at the St. Albans and St. Pauls.  The former is the
first historical instance of the summons of representatives to a
national Couneil. There were assembled besides the Bishops and
Barons, a representative reeve and four men from each township.
Here toc it was that the reforms which were afterwards cffected
were outlined.

During the greater part of the next year the King was abseut
on the continent. While he was there the Barons handed to-
gether and pledged mutual and concerted action in regard to their
claims. Should these be refused they agreed to withdraw their
fealty and make war on the King.

On his retern John made strenuous but unavailing efforts to
break up the combination against him. ‘The Church was promised
a separate charter. Like insiduous effortson the part of the King
to gain over the barons were equally without avail.

Pressed by the armed confederacy for their just rights, John
shifted and evaded. He asked for further time to consider.
His enemies then pushed on to London. The King then agreed
to meet them on ground appointed at their discretion to consider
their claims and grievances. ‘The place chosen by the barons
was Runnymede, & grassy plane about half-way between Odiham
and London.

('To be continued.)
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MEETING OF THE ST. F. X. A. Al

On the Sth ult. the St. . X. A. A. met in the College Hall.
Mr. J. Murphy acted as chainman.  Mr. Walsh, secretary, ex-
plained in detail the financial condition of the. association, which
was far frow being prosperous. The expenditures incurred
during the winter had almost drained the treasury. The fact that
some of the members bad not pail their association fee ocea-
sioned considerable diseussion.  Measures had to be adopted to
oblige these gentlemen to pay their fee or to refrain from partak-
ing in any game connected with the St. I'. X. A, A, If for any
reason members were unable to pay at the appointed time, they
slould inake it knowa to the secretary and thereby suve unneces-
sary trouble. If we desire to have a prosperous association, all
must take an interest in it, we do not wish to see the name of
any member struck off the list. Not only would it hurt the
asssociation, but it would also injure the various games. The
captains of the baseball nines are not anxious to lose any of their
players.  The nines would be seriously erippled if any of their
players were suspended. The tennis tournament would also
suffer if it were necessary to use severe measures. Those who
have not, as yet, paid their fee would do well to make arrange-
ments with the seeretary.  We hope that no trouble will present
itself to the association and that all will be plain sailing.

XAVERIANA.
The following are the successful candidates for the final con-
tests in Elocution.
Senior Class. — A. (z. Bernasconi.
Al G. Grattan.
Leon Lacasse.
Junior Class. — T. J. Barry.
W. P. Rawley.
Ray Macdonald.
H. G. Mackinnon.
Academie. ~— A. MeK. Fraser.
Bernard Magee.
Howard Maecdonald.
Hugh MaeGillivary.

At a meeting of A. A, Association held in Assembly Hall
on Thursday last the following resolutions were unanimously
adopted :
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Whereas death has deprived us of a worthy member in the
person of Alexander R. Campbell ;

Be it resolved, that while bowing to the will of an All Wise
Providence, we, the members of the St. Fo XU AL AL Association,
have lost a good and faithful associate who cendeared himself to
all and who was ever zealous in promoting the interests of the
association ; and,

Be it further resolved, that we, the members, extend to the
parents and friends of the deceased our heartfelt sympathy in
theloss they have sustained, and we pray that Almighty Godnay
console them in their sorrow, and grant eternal rest to the soul of
our deceased friend.

With his Lordship’s approval the students of the College have
organized among themselves and established on a firm basis the
Society of the Holy Name. The movement towards the organi-
zation was started a few weeks ago, and, as the students were
desirous of taking part in the mauy benefits of the society, they
willingly complied with the conditions necessary for initiation.
Fifty-five students received Holy Communion and made their act
of profession. The following oflicers were elected: Spiritual
Directory, Rev. A. Macdonald, D. D.; President, J. W. Brown:
Vice President, Duncan Rankin; Secretary, J. R. Power: Con-
sultor, J. J. Walsh.

PERSONALS.
The Rev. A. Macpherson was the guest of the College on the
day of his ordination.
Among the many visitors to the College during the month may
be mentioned the Rev.’s A. J. Chisholm, J. MceMaster, James
Quinan and M. Macpherson.

Rev. Father Beaton from West Arichat came to attend the
funeral of his cousin, Alex R. Campbell.

Very Rev. Dr. Quinan, V. G, made & short visit on Sunday
last.

Mr. E. W, Connolly, B. A., *93. and W. F. McKinnon, B A,
07, were on 2 visit to the College on their1eturn from the Halifax
Medieal school, where they made an excellent showing in their
examinations.
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