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Cross of our Lord

God forbid that i—x_h;&lﬁ-g!ory, save in the

the world.—St. Paul, Gal. vi, H,

Jesus Chelst; by whom the world Is Crucified to me, and I o

" HALIFAX,

JULY 3, 1847.
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CALENDAR.

JuLy 4—Sunday—V1 afier Pentecost, within the Octave.
5—Monday—St. Stanislaus, B. M.
6—"1'uesday—Octave day of the Apostles.
7—Wednesday—St. Benedict X1, P. C.
8—Thursday—St. Elizabeth, Queen W.
9—Friday-—Feast of the miracles of B, V. M.

10—Saturday—The seven Brothers §c. M. M.

We publish to day the Leuter signed Gatw relative to a base
and anvnymous traducer of bis Catholic neighbours who writes
inthe stupid colurmns of that slobbering driveller, the Guardian.
If our friends in the Couuty of Sydney,understood the real cha-
racter of the Guardian 12 Halifax,and the utter contempt which
the respectable portion of thiscommunity feel for the talentless,
sarrow-minded, and bigoted set of Jackanapes who scribble for
this Knoxite Journal, they would give themselves very little
trouble about any calumaies that are paraded in its columns.—
We know the truc value of those hypoeritical knaves here,
and we treat ther accordingly. We have rendered a signal
service to the whole Frovince in unmasking the graceless vil-
lizns who endeavoured to light up 2 religious war in Nova Sco-
tia for vile political purposes. ‘They' have mow fallen into the
pit which they dug for others. They have compassed their own
destruction andithat of their party. ‘Their objects are well ua-
derstoad ; theic motives are now filly comprehended. Every
honest man of every creed in the Province reptobates their ja-
fatous conduct, and will, before Toany weeks-shall, pass over’
deprive them of the poweriof doing-further.mischief. No wou-
det that our courespondent at Aougomshshonld, be ndigeant at
the base imputations against the vengrable Bighop of Arichat
and his clerpy, which are contained ‘1 the Tetter pnblished
in the Goardian. ' What doible dyed impuitors soine of ‘thoss’
sleek,psalm-singiag, hypocrites are'*  The assassic who wears

*We do not condemr ‘the Psal

m siuging of ‘cduzse; but the

the secret dagger at Antigonish must kaow very well that if his
Cathalic neighbours treated him and other Protestants there, ae-
cording to the fell spirit of his faction here, they could not exust
twenty four hours in the County. Really it is too bad, when
a *dafi” little griening Baboon, from the ncighbourhoed of
Glasgow, ventures to hold up to ridicule in the public press the
gallant Highlanders of the County of Sydncy, the descendarnts
of those noble clans who were the prideand ornament of Scot-
land, and who endured all the horrors of war, all the pains of

— |exile, and all e anguish of death, for their chivalrous attach-

ment to principle and conscience. Strangely enough the Edi-
tor of the Guardian professed great respect some time ago for
the character of the Bishop of Arichat, and boasted at having
dincd with his Lordship at Government House. A!ld now he
gives circulation to the statement'of a secret traducer, whick
would represent the Bishop as having violated all the op‘liga-
tions of his high and sacred office. 1If *f gospel spirit, gospel
truths, and gospel ordinances are sadly deficient, nay- almost
extinct” among the Catholics of Antigonish, what more weighty
charge could be adduced zxainst the venerable and tespected
Prelate who has guided them both by svord and example, for so
many long years of a laborjous ministry?  Yet the scribe who
publishes this notorious falsehood, affected to entertain the great-
est reverence for the Bishop a few months ago! ¢ Mentita est
iniquitas sibi " * ' o

What a pity we don’t extend the courfésies ‘of the press to
such guntry,and bandy compliments with our habitual _dcfa!mers‘.
"Chey are catitled to no.such indulgence at our hands. ' They
have not received it ; and they never shall.  Pofitics or political
motives—tomporal aggrandizement or worldly 2mbition—no h-
man concern whatsoever,shall prevent us from defendinggeigou: -
ously the sgqred principles of vur Fauth, whenever they shall be
unjusly attacked. "Qur Divine Relhigion, our Glorioas Churdl.,
dbove all, and beforeall witr vs.  Perish every other-considera-
tion whea Catholicity is at stake! The children of this world.
the wiss according to the'flesh, may accuse us of absurdity and
imprudence. But,.if we had 2ny doubt of the.prudeace of our

bygocmy of the'singers. ~ -

career, thir condemnation would decide it at once. ¥z should

t
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shudder if wo had tho misfurtung to -mdrjt their treacherous
culogy. We will thereturs pussus our oby.c\ with slr.nglnl‘ur-
ward conrage; and thp more abuse we recewve from the encwies
of our creed, tho more shall we redouble our cnergres.  We
have been charged with™a spirit of domination. We liave beon
told thut the Catholics are aspiring to an odious ascondancy.—
‘T'hose who make this charge do nut believe vne word of it them-
solves, and we will not therefure take the trouble. tu refpte it.
Any ouo that is stupid eavugh 1o believe that onre fourth of
the population could really hope to dumineer over the
sest, is inaccessible to all argument.  ‘Chere isone thing, how-
ever, which we belicve the Cathulics of Nuva Scotin are deter-
wined upon, namely, to oppose, as onc man, the.return to power
of that really aspiring and domineering faction the Tory party
——a faction which within the Jast four months have been dis-
gracefully notorious for treachery, deception and fulschood—for
bribery and intimidation—fur the coarsest abuse of their ucigh-
bours, and the most fiendish.attempts tasow the seeds of secty-
rian rancour amon"suhe hitherto peaceable pgople ef thi; coyn-
try. ‘The Attorney General has hoisted the NoPopery Flag at
Bridgctown and elsewhere. His my rmidous. and partisans both
in towsn and copatry have beep sumilarly cngaged. Let them
not lay ﬂu., flattering uncpion to their souls that the Catholics
will furget this treaynent o the da,y of reckoning. We cer~
13inly have to thank them for ane signal advantage. Their in-
sung crusade against ﬂtc Calhohc religion,theirautacks on theCa-
tholiy cl(;my,lhelrunspanng nbusc ofevery thing which Cathulics
hyld sacred, their wicked ancmpt 10 combmc J" the bad feeling
Lin the province against lhen:C:ulmlxc nemhbouxs w ﬂ\cﬂ'sctu;dly
provem every Calf\o!u, in Nova Scotia or Capc Bxelon, from
giving asingle vole cither 10 the Attorngy General, or any} mem-
berat lus,bxgoled and.exclusive party. We repeat what we have
former)y said, and wo do s0 now in the fullest conﬁdencc, that
no maember pf our Church will be so de"raded in feelmg, so deaf
1o the voice of conscience, so dead tv every sense of public de-
aency, or so callously indiffeient {o public opinion, as to vote fur
any one of that bitter faction who would trample on him if they
had the power, and make him a social outeast in the country of
his bmh or his ndopuon. Mr Johnston and his frieuds have
flung dowp the gauntlet, and we accept the challenge. They

have staked their pohnc:xl existénccon the odious Antj- Catholic |

cry, De.it so, We defy their wimost, mali ice. We are prepar-
ed for the contgzsl We'will ;tpgpsc them with the firmest unign,
with the mosy mdomlmble perseverance, Theyshall not ride
xough shod over us.
digairy, or {ntalerant Tor#.sm on ouy prosfrate necks. They
ghall not rule the honest peoplé of this Provincg by a Family
COmP3es,. They shall not s
theix civil rights, on aqcoun of tbplr rel:gnous opxmons They
_shall no;,gntg‘xfero with the sncrea pg?ns of congcicnce, nor py-

nish us, because we behevc l‘rom the ﬁxb!e that Christ founded'

One, Holy, and Tnfallible Church, and that that Church is the
. Catholic Church!

THE EARL OF ARUNDEL AND SURREY.

Coasiderable hortor hag been affected in the Togy Papers of
late, respecting the honest declaration of this candid nopleman,]

that Ciitholicity is antagonistic to Protestantism. Wit are
Protéslnis thendselves always saying but the sclf-same thing ?
+¢ Nu peace with Rome™’ is their war-cry, add :the mildest epi-
et thew o2 bestow upon usis ¢ Dampable Idolators.”” As

szey s}m?l not plant the cursed hecl of iron |,

qulean body of Christiang out of |

10y

Pxoteﬂa’nlium is u.dissent from Whe docteines of the Catholic
Church opposmommust alwavs exist between both until Pro

testantisim shall vanishas-all.éther heresies have done before .

Protegtautism is fast runnmfr‘ihmunh ‘the same eccentric career
as all biher former oppusitions to the Church of Christ. 1o
Germdny:and Switzerland it has degenerated anto open infidelity
in Swedeu into revoiting hmm~orality, aud clsewhere into the
wildest fanaticisin, or the most fatal indifference. ‘I'he Jour-
nals which prate so,much about the Earl of Surrey, hud not
the hpnesty to publish his speech entito, but picked out garbled
quotations 10 suit their purpose, just as they mistepresented us,
and calumniated our creed in their Electivneering Handbills.—
fn that speech, the Eadl of Surrey, true 1o the pringiples of his
religion, deelared that although one section of Protestanis un-
chamabl;v opposed the giving any grant for the education of poor
Catholic children, he would not retort in a similar gpirit,and cp-
pose a grant fur their poor children, and h¢ accordmnly voted
in i1s favour. ‘T'his was the genuiue spirit of Catholicity and
heuce we glory in the principlés, the magnanimous forgiveness
of the Farl of Surrey. Compare his specch withthe rabid effu-
sions of a Roden, 3 Winchilsed, or a~Londonderry—with the
fanatic ravmgs‘of that Protestant madman Sir 2. Culling Smnh
~with the bat-blind bigotry of Sir Robert Inglis, or the i incura-
ble drivellings of that Great Mxhlary Apostle, Culonel Sibthorp

~and it will then appear in its true colours to every Liberal
mind.

1 ST. MARY’S COLLEGE.

The annual examination which takes plage in this establish-
meant on the eve «f the Summer Vacation, was held on Wednes
day the 30th ult., in presence of his Lordship Right Rev. Dr.
Walsh,

His Lordship personally tested the proficiency of the pupils
in the various departments ; and wae assisted by Rev. Messrs.
Hannan, McLeod, Phelan, and Daly. The course of examina-
tion comprehended Arithmetic, Book Keeping, Geometry, Eng-
lish Reading, Dr. Butler’s Catechism, Greek and Latin Rudx-
ments, Latin  Prosody, Latin Themes, the Greek Testament,
the Laun Classics including Cicero, Hourace, Livy and Virgil,
and French with rendmg, translation and parsing.

The answering was, in most instauces, such as gave high,
and general satisfactivn.

A distribution of Premiums will take place on Tuesday, the
Gth instant.

The Vacation has commenced and will end on the 12th of
August,

IRISH RELIEF ASSOCIATION,
A specinl meeting of the committed of this Association was held
n Mardayldst,at which were present Rt-Rev Dr Walsh;Messrs
Créamer, Ring, Quinan, Sterry, Nugont, and Fitzgerald. The
sfate of the poor emigrants >. Picton, having been taken 1nte
cnnstderatlon, a sum of £25 was voted for their Relief; and.the
Rt. Rev. Chmrmsn was requosted totransmit it to the Board
of Heajth az,P:,clon throu h the hands of the Rev. Alexander

MoLeqd of. Ansaxg who is,now ayending the, Fever patients
gge,um consequenca of the ilaess of . fho, Revd. Alr.
‘Reilly.. |

ST. PATRICK’S SCROOLE~-NORTH END.-
Preparations are now being made for opening those. Sohools
with jncreased cfficienoy. The building of the large adiditios
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to St. Patrick’s, a8 well as athier causes operated isjutivusly
on the schools.  T'his, we trust, shall be ne longer the case.—
In speaking of those schools we cannot help adverting to the
fact that though very numerously signed Peutions were pre-
sented in theiv behal€ to Parlinment last year, nota single
shilling was ' voted for thoir support. ‘T'his is a prominont
Catholic grievance, aud no matter who may he in oflice, we
shall never cease to complain until a remedy be applied.—
‘T'he .facts of the case avo these,

St. Patrick’s Church is in the midst of a populous and ra-
pidly increasing District in which several hundred Catholic
children of both sexss require an educution at this moment,

Not one penny of the public money hias heen allocated for this
purpose,whilst large sums ave given 1o various Protestantschools
with a comparatively small number of cluldren.. ”

The Catholics receivé but one haundred pounds for theic two
large s¢hoanls at St. Mary's.

And the'Catholies amount to nearly one half the whole po
pulation -of the city !

Surely ‘his is uncommaon justice for common schools !

As‘the Attorney General has lately paid such kind attention
to Cathalic afluirs we beg leave to ask hjin whether he thinks
this is fair play ?

O'’CONNELI,.

There will a be a High Mass at Dartmouth on Monday next
at 10 o'clack, fur the repose of the sounl of the laberator of
lretand.

‘I'he Tury Press af this city Irave crowned all their infamy by
a low, scurrilous, and savage attack on the feelingsof Catholics
and Irishmen. in respeet to the preat O’Counell — The. solemn
absequies.at St. Mary’s furnished the: theme for the mibaldty
and sateastic jests st O'Connell and the priests. The object of
the Mass aceording to the Tory scribe was fo get moncy, and
all the raoney made on the oceasian was stolen out of the box
at St. Mary’s!  Lhis contemptible lie, and dastardly assault
on the memory of the greatest man of modern times, are
quite in keeping with the character of those ruffians. Butit is
all an election trick. ‘Ihe vagabonds are now in despair. They|
have given up 3ll hopes of success at the approaching election
by constitutiunal means. Hence thednfuriated bullies are pour-
mg out their filthy blackgnardism now, in the hape that they
may exeite the Irish of 1lalifax to some deeds of sivlence which
would further their own nefarious design.  But the Irishmen of
alifax kaow them tao well, to be duped by their vile arifices.
We will be provokinaly quiet : we il endure all dnsglts with'
patience. We.will aford the Tory gang no pretext for swindling
the honest people of the Province ont of their constitutionalrights
‘Che best prouf we can give of tins determination is,that we have
suffered them this week to abuse with.impunity. him,who.though
now we trust in a better warld, is still the glory of our country.
His oft repeated.maxim. ¢ He thatcommits-a crime,givesstrength
1 theeaemy’ will be practically semembered at the approaching
election. .

'The paper which has thus iasulted the memory of the illustrious
dead ,and the must solema rites ofdur religian 18 the principsl or-
zanaod defeader of the Atty.General, and the Tory Candidates
far this city and conmy. And \Will these men have the dizboli-
cal impudance to solicit anyCatholie. mutchless any Irishman,for
his vote at the approaching Election7 We tell Mr Johnston hnd
lus calleagucs in town ard county, that they ore playing a des-
perate game and that though rve are patient now, the rascality
uf their hiseling, vagabond press.will.be remembered 1o them as'
long.as our-hearts shall threb for. Cathalicity and Italand:

Yes, we say, Catholies of Argyle, Yarmouth and -Clare! Ca-
thalics of Aonapolis, Carawsilis, Hortan,.and Windsor1 Cetho-
hies of Liverpool,Linnenburg,andChester! Catholire of Prospect,

Keteh Hntbonr, and Herring Cova ! Catholies of Hammond's
Plans, Chezzetcanke, and the Fastern Jarbourg! Catholiesof’
Cumberland a9d Calehester ! Catholes of the noble counties of
Pitron, Sydney, and Gaysboro ! Caiholics of thelsland of Capa
Breton ! we call upen you in the nime of your ealumninted rch-
gion, of your cruelly niisrepresbnted doctrines, of your Haly Sa.
eraments abiuzed, and of the Adorable Sacrifice of yaur Altar
sutned into vidicule—we call upori you in the name of your in-
sulted-Bishaps, and yanr persecuted Priests.to prevent'by every
conatitutiona} means the return to.pawer of ony insolent and un-
scrupulons defamers.  Oh! we solemnly eonjureiyon, do not
disgraca yaur religion; do not affurd us cause 19 blush for vour
degeneracy’ by sitiug even one vofe to any member of this vile,
Anti-Catliolie fuotion.

THUE BIBLE MEFRTING IN S'U. ANDREW'S CHURCH.

A Commuanication was sent us some time since,
by cne whose talents and zeal in-the cayse of Re-
ligion we sincerely respect. It related to the
great Bible gathering which was held in one of-the
Presbyterian Churches pending the angry contrs.-
versy of the Protestant Tory. Press with thisJour-
nal.  Wedeclined it$ inscrtion for reasons: witich
we explained to the writer at the time, and which
still subsist in all their force. It is too bad, there-
fore, that he should stiil address us in terms of cow~
plaint, nay of reproach, insinuating motives which
‘would be utterly unworthy of our character. We
did nut believe then,.we do not believe now,
nay, we can.never believe that « Sir John Harvey
went to that meeting in order to throw the weight
of his high influence into the Anti-Catholic scale,
and to insult the religious feelings of the Ca-
tholics of the Province.” 'Though our angry car-
respondent is so positive on the subject, itis very
possible that His Excellency the Governor knew:
nothing ot any connection between the abusive
columus of the Guardian, and the rantic brawlers of
that Conventicle. A tall events, from his conduct
towards the Catholics both in Tréland; New Bruuos-
wicki‘aud Newfoundland, we cannot believe that.
His Exccllency meant to give us any offence. He
knows too well the duties and responsibilities . of
his high officc, and that whilst he sinterely prac-
tices the ordinances of his own Churel, he.is. bound
to respect the conscientious opinions and feelings
of all Her Majesty’s loyal subjcets, who are. pladed
under his Government. If he has. committed any
mistake on the occasion alluded to,it must have been
at most, an crror of judggment, and notwithstand-
ing the present; or any future taunts of our- corres:
respondent, we will gontinue to think so, wntil: he
furnishes us sooe stronger proofs than are contain-.
ed in what .we must .call his very peevish Letter.
The S:hargc of Sir John's iuclination to Torvism,
we dispose of in the saine manner. The proofs do
not appear to us satisfaétory, and morcower we ho-
lieve His Excellency is too old a Soldier to com-—
mit himself so deeply .with two th#ds.of the peogle
of this Province whose chief representatives he will
most likely, have soon ta.call tohis councils. Nb ;

the Representative - of ‘our Gracidus Sotereigii. in
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the head of o party, the abettor of no. faction.—
Asthe commén ruler of al), his pasition.is one of
high, passionless, dignified, and unprejudicod nou-
trality. +We hope the déclaration of this opinion
will not bring down another viol of anger on our
devoted heads from our testy correspondent, who
perhaps by the way, would wish to undertake the
mnnagement of this Journal himself. If so, we as-
sitre hitn that as far as we are concerned. we will
nbdt throw much difficulty mn the way of his am-
bition.

CHURCH OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST AT!

THE DUTCH VILLAGE, N. W. ARM.

On ‘the'24th ult., the foundation and frame of
this iew Church were laid at the Duteh Village.
The Bishop and Vicar General were present, and
the Work was darried on with spirit and zeal, | The
mhabitants of the neighbourhood rendered every
askistande, and the auspicions commencement of
shis undettaking promises well for our holy reli- |
gion il that beautiful neighbourhood. A great
nimber of ‘Catliolies are scittered between Halifdx,
and’/the North West Atm, and also for several miles
airthe Windsor Road, to whom the New House of
Worship will'be a great convenience, as well as a
great blessing.  Several of our Catholic neighbours
at"lJammonds’s Plains ¢an also avail themselves
freqhienily of the opportunity afforded by the Church
of St. John the Baptist. The Church and adjoin-
ing building have been already boarded if, and ac-
tive measures are in progress for its completion. It is
intended to establish a school as sbon as possible in
connection with the Church. The following Ca-
tholics have been appointed by the Bishop as a
committec 6f collectors to solicit subscriptions for
the House of God, and we have no doubt that they
will discnarge their duties with perseverance and
SUCCESS 1=

Messrs. John Kline, Patrick Lynch, Jeremiah
Narphy, Patrick Brennan, Peter Carrol, Laurence
Roche, John Gaoley, and Thomas Conolly.

At Windsor Road, Bedford Basii :—

Messrs.. Robert Allen, and James Deyle.

At Hammond’s. Plains :—

-*Messts John Murphy, H, Mclnity, and Michael
Shanahan. ' . "

What Catholit within twenty miles round will
retuse his mite towards the accomplishment of this
holy ufidertaking, thisnew encampment of Catho-
Lieity in the neighbourhood of onr city ? .

All donatioris and Subscripticns will be  thankful-
ly acknowledged in our colirans. ‘

i

PRESBYTERIAMISM AND THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.
. (Continued.)

* The other example wesclect is Pe. xxi. 17, «They have)
dug my hin~ds and feet,” said in reference to Christ ont the
Cruss. The modern Hebrew text, however, has, instead of

¢ they have dug.'"the words ** like a lion."”” But so untenable
is this Iatter reading, that Protestants genesally, snd even the
Wesiminster divines themselves notwithstanding they found out
that the Hebrew text is absalutely pure, becanse nota jot or a
tittlo of the law wns to pass awav, reject it and adopt that of the
YVulgate and other versiong, "There 18 no need of muluplying
examplas in support of & point which no learned Protestant dis-
putes, The rule to be laid down is, that the best reading is not
always that of the Hebrew or Greek, but is to be determined
by a eautions and judicious comparison of the texts of ancient
manuscrips and versions, .

The merits of the Vulgate as « translation, far execed those
of any modera vetston. 1t was chiefly the work of St. Jerome
whose réputation for learning and skill in the Oriental lauguages
stands yntivalled, and who had far better opportunities than
we now ljave of abtaining the best Hebrew and Greek manu-
seripld sinee tie livéd at tho time when the great Alesanlrian
library was still in its glors. Moreover he was admirably well
ncquainted with the conptry, the usages, the laws, and the his-
tory of the Jews, and he spent a great portion of hus life in the
conscientious performance of his task. Yence his translation
was soon adopted by the whole Church, and acquired from this
fact ahigher stainp of anthenticity than could be obtained by
the mere skill of a translator,, hecanse divine Providence could
not suffer any but an authentic copy of the precivus deposite of
divine revelatton o hecome current in the Church. ‘This con-
sideration weighed with the Fathers of the Council of Trent, in
declating the Valgate' to be an authentic copy of the word of
God, and their judeement has been confirmed by the most learn-
ed and impartial Piotestants. -~ English translations of the Bi-
ble, purporting to be from the original tongues, are often wretch-
ed performances, and sometimes shameful eorruptipns of tins
word of Gad. The version of King James, though freed from
many-wilful corruptions and alterations, yet contains many un-
warrantable errors, aml perricicus additions and mutilations,
as our anthors easily establish. We refer the reader on this
pointto Ward's Errata, and also to Campbell's Prelimnary
Dissestations.

2. But wepass toonr second quesfion, namely, ¥stherea
positive obhigation upon all men 10 recdthe Bible? Our Pres-
byterian divines say authoritanvely that there 1s, but without
satisfying us that they are right. Nov obligation should be as-
sumed to be binding on all men, unless establisned by irvefraga-
ble proofs. and, in the present case, unless established by clear
and undemable Scniptural authority. Preshyterians hold that
the Seriptures alone are the sufficient and the sole rule of fasth
aod practice, and that they olearly and suffjciently . xpoond all
the duties of Christians. ‘Then they cannot assume that all
men are. bound to read the Scriptares, unless they can prove it
by a.clear and undisputable - command from the Scriptures
themselves. But where is the secniptural text which declares it
to be the duty of all men fo read the Bible? The Confession
of Faith relics on .he passage from St John, ¢ Search the
Scriptures ; far in them ye think we have eternal life ; and they
are they which testify of me’; but 1his in reality proves no
thing to the purpose. By reading the chapter from which this
text is taken, it will .be reen that our Jord, by the.cure. of an
infirm man at the pond Probatica, on the sabbuth day, incurred
the displeasore of the Jaws, who even thought of puiing him to
death. - :Against these Jews, against these envenomed enemies,
he argues to prove the divinity of his mission, and refers them
to the Seriptures, and bids them study them attentively, for
they bear testimony for him. Now, how from this.can it be in-
ferred that it is positively abligatory upon Christians, and espe-
cially upon all men, to read the Bible? In the first place, the
Presbyterian who read this passage in the original tongue must
find shatthe wond search may be.in the - indicative mood, as
well as in the imperative, and that the translation might have
been, withoutany impropriety, * ¥a search the scriptures, for
in them ye think ye have eternal life ; now they are they which
{estify of me.”?  St. Cyril,;who was at least as"godd a Greek
scholar as . were-King James’s tmnslators, so interprets it, and
some modern Protestanis do the same. 1n this case, the words
of our Lard do. not contamn even the shadow of g command.

Now, a Presbytcrian has no possible way to determine whe-
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ther the inspired writer used the indicative moad ar the impera-
uve; and here 18 4 clear proof of the obscurity of Seripture on
a duty whieh presbyterians must hold to be of paramount impor-
tance.

But suppose the verb to be inthe imperative modd, still no
obhgatinns npon all Chiistians to read the Bible cun be dedue-
ed. The words quated were addreszed to the Jews, who de-
wed the misston of Christ,—not 1o Chnstians at large, for tho
wirpose of enjoining a precept ; they were saild, moreaver, ons
‘y in reference to the Old ‘I'estament, the anly Scriptures, then
n existence, and merely imply, that, 1f the Jews had attentive-
Iy read the Old Testament, they would have been brought toa
knowledze of @hrist’s anthority. As mnch as to say, if yd
were acquainted with the Scripinras, in which ye think ve have
ctornal life, ye would not rajecet me, for thoy bear witness to
me. Suppose a Christian, arguing against a Mahometan,
should say, Read attcntively the Koran, and vou will find a

splendid testimany in favor of Jesns Christs who could thence ' digmis against dogmas, <heir creed aga.nst creeds.
conclude that he 1ntended ta assert that there is an obligation !
upon all Ckristians to read the Koran? How, then, is it possi. !

ble from the words in question to conclude that thete iga posi-
uve obligation upon all men to read the Bible? Presbyterians

hold that all obligations are eclearly expicssed in Scripiure. !
‘Chen, an theit own grounds, if all men are under obligation to!

read the Brble, it must be clearly expressed in the Scriptures,
—say, as clearly as the obljgations contained_in the ;Teln Com-
mandments. But it i3 hot 'sn expressed ; and theréfore, on their
own ground, we have the'right to conclide the: ovligation does
not exist. . S .

We have here disposed of the only text which Presbyterians
adduce in support of the obligation'in question. Gther ‘texts
might have been adduced, but none which prove any thing be-
yond the utility of reading the Scriptures,—a point whi¢h, when
coupled with the proper preparation and disposition on the part
of the reader, wo by nor eans contest. The precept of St.
Paul to Timothy, ¢ Atteru to reading,” 1 Tim iv. 13, might
perhaps bo arleged 5 bat ivis obvious that St. Paul in that epis-
tlo is painting out the duties of a clesgyman, not of each indivi-
dual Christian; and we grant that reading in general, but espe-
cislly the Seriptares, is not only useful, but necessary, fura
clerayinan, '

What we have said is sufficient to disprove the positive obli-
gation or duty of all men to read the Bible; but we go further,
and say that thie admission of such an, obligation is altogether
at variance with the conduct of the Apostles, and the pafernal
and mereiful providence of God in the government of men. If
1t had been obhgatory upon 2ll men to réad the Seriptures, the
Apostles would have written them in, or at least translited
them into, all langaages, which they did not'de: sand-we fearn
from St. Irenmus. that whole nativns embraced Christiahity,
among whom not a copy of the Scriptures was to be found.
The Apostles, indeed; composed a symbol orcresd, and direst.
ed that every une should: learn it by heart before baptism:; bisi
the creed is short, and to learnitis comparatively an éasy task
whereas the Bible is & large volume, and it is do trifing Jabor
to commit it all to memors. Moreover, for fifteen centuries, o
obtain a-Bible was most' difficult, and few could ‘go 10 the labar?
and exponse of copying it. Whe c.h calmiy assert thaf there
1s a strict maral obligation npun 31l men .even_to learn reading 41
To admit the assertiun, that to rbdd the: Bible is striotly obliga-
tory upon all, would be to transfnrm the preat mass of men invo
1 set of prevaricdtors, and to jimpeath the goodness of God, wha
for fifieen hundred yeats left the world \withaut that basy means:
of producing and obaining books at cheap rates which we nowe|
possess. ooy . . Ty N N B A N

Fially, reading the soriptures can by_maintsined to be obli--

oty apon alt meny only' on the sopposition;” fhat witiouy
them it 18 impossible Lo attain to A'knowledgeiof-Chidstian faith
and morals. ~ But this supposition ¥s inadmiegidle. Universal’
experienae, from the times of the Aipoastles who gve: dg thet
Creed, praves that mendo and can come to'z knywledpa-of hie!
duties'and the niysteYies of faith more easily, awd niots surely/]|
by leaming theitcateuhism and listening 'to' their phstors; thi,
by resding-the Bible;which does Adrandi never wabTatsnded 1ol
containa clear and succinct summary of Christian doetrine,

* There Is," says St. Fraucis of Sd'es, * tlie samo difterenre
betrween the word of God as contained i the Seriptures, and
the same word as contained in the Catechism and the nsivue-
tions of the pastur, that there i volween a nut covered with s
hard sholl, aud tho same nut hroken and lud open before von.™
For the mass of mauhind, at Jeast, the nut must be hrohen and
laid apen_befure they can perecive aund eat its delicious con-
tents. 'The real obligation, the real nccessity, 1s to learn, not
the Biblo so ealled, but the Chustian  doctnins, which can be
done, and eflectuglly, withaut ever undhing a bool  Morcover,
as 2 matter of fact, what the vanious Pratestant sects call Chris-
tian doctrine is not Jearned from rending the Bible. The Pres-
byterian child learns Preshyterianism, not from tho Bible, but
from his Sunday-schadol teacher, his 1nanual, and the instruc.
tioos of his parcnts and his pastor,. Even Unitarians, who dis-
card gll creeds and confessions, hase their cuteclisins and man-
uals, through which they indoctrinate their cluldven in their
No sect
relies on reading the Bible alune as the means of obtaming or of
imparting what it liolds 10 be Christian dectrine.  Wo sy tra-
Jy, then, universal experionce is against the supposition 1 ques-
tion, and the universa) nmclicc of all those who jusistthat read-
ing the Bible ig strictly obligatory on ail Christians affurds am-
ple evidence, thit, however convenient they may find 1
make such a profession, they in reality beiieve no such thung.

(For the Cross.)
Mrsgns. Koitons, .

W hilst Iately looking over the columns of the Ilalifax Guar-
dian of the 21st ult., my attention w.s attracted by a romuni-
nication over the signature of ** A Constant Reader,’” dated An-
tigonish, 23rd Apul, 1847. 1 confess Messrs. Liditors that 1he
commuuication of this ¢ Consiant Reader'” in the Guardian has
much surprised me. You wil! allow me, Gentlemen, to state,
in the first place, my reasons for feeling surprised at the com-
muynication alluded to, while in the second place, I beg leave to
call your attention to my_reply to the arguments produced by
the Anti:Catholic zeal of this Constant Reader.

Yon are aware that the inhabitai s of the County of Sydney,
consist, g rincipally, of Highland Catholics and their descend-
ants; that the sects, viz: Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and
Baptists, form but 2 small minority confronted with the Catholic
By who coisist of Scots, Irishmen, and French-Acadians.—

bt it'is a'well knawn, and let mé add, a most gratifying fact,
that on the score of i't;]i'gfn_q, not\vfflxs'{andfdé the vast prepon-
derance of the Catholies, the most edifying socia) intercourse
has'hitherto passed belween Catholies and Protestants. The
chiistiin; #nll feally moble example given by the Venerahlo
Head af the Catliolic Cliurch in this patt of the Province, has
had a most beneficial influence .over the minds of his spiritual
children, Clergy, and Laity. The fraik and friendly inter-
congse held by His Lordship of Arichat towards the members
of encly religiots déndipination, without distinetion of vregd or
conntry, seemed, hitherte scrupulously follewed by ns Catholic
couitrymen.  The county of Sydney, hasaiways continued freo
from the banefal consequences of religious warfare. Qur Pro-
fesiant meychants, Jiechdnics and tradesmen, can testify to tho
fact that their refigious belief never prevented them from en-
joying a fair share, nay, even in some instances more than a
shiare 0f the"¢dstom and stifporf of their Catholié nighbours.
E"g'n{", mark, whifé sach was the _agtitude of Catholiés in this
DREERY SRS as 1 RSO ~ B 3
cognty to,wpia.tagt eir Plotestapt brethren ; .while. the Province
tdemed with the foulest acéusations againat Catholics and their

conicientious belief, that ever proceeded fromi the envenomed
Ren of secatian fiimtscisn ; the Toésin of réligious bivotry al-
ready hoarse by bellowing out its Antj-Catholic effusions throngh
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the shimy pages ot the Gaardian. atlength found tesponse in the
Kindred mind of s zealot in this place.who not satisfied with the
prons Jabuurs of his co-religionigis—anid wjghing most. likely to
acquire 1 name i polenucs—serpeat-hike-has miven a dark con
ecaled stihinto the bosom of the community by whi¢h he is,pro-
bably, welt supponed and patronised. '

*¢ Jt has heen (says the constant reader of the Guardian) my,
fartune or mislurtune that my lot has falien anony Roman Ca-
tholics.”  Tnideed, gentee] adventurer, 1o thns impudent pream-
bie we briefly reply, You, Sie, will confer on us no small favour
if yon, immedjately, decamp to try your fprtuge in spme ore of
the less Catholic counties of the Province. Of onp.thing, we feel
pretty confident, in the event of this so much desirod for consum.
mation taking place, few, if any atall, of your Protestant neigh-
haurs will flluw you,  This Caglotic county is the happy home
of many Protestants—who owing to the .constant support of
their Catholic Brethren in tho way of business have arrived o
comparative independence and in some instances, to opulence
and honours. Indeed for a Mr A., and a Mr. B., and 2 squire
M., and a squire N,, it wpe no migfortuue that their lot has fal-
len amone Roman Cathalics. )

Oar friend of the Guardian, we are glad to learn, has derived
at least, onc benefit from his coming among us; for he has be-
come if we can believe himself, pretty well acquainted with
our religious tenets, practices and modes of worship: he has had
recourse to the writings of our ecclesiastical authoritics ; he has
discussed religions topics with our laity; he has seen our clergy
eelebrate Mass, and heard them preach. Now Cathulics of the
connty of Syduey mark you weli the concluston this constant
reader of the Guardian draws from the sources of information
just now mentioned relative to your conscientious belief, it is
this ¢ That gospel spitit: gospel truths and gospel ordinances
are sadly deficient, indeed almost extinct among you . that for
the eternal salvation of your immortal sonls, (it is & Yamentable
fact, says the constant reader—oh ' the tears of the crocodile)
—instead of believing in the doctrines of divine revelation you

dwell upon and trust ia, tnivial ceremonies; that to them and to
the broken covenant of works you look.for salvation.”

Whas there ever penned 2 more gross and harefaced misrepre-,
=entation of Catholics and their religipus principles? We would
fain remind our traducer of the eternal mandate *¢ Thon shalt
not bear false witness agaunst thy neighbour’” had not his mis-
representation of ourselves and doctnine almost rendered certan
the surmise shat he considered the everlasting precepts of the
Decalogygitself among the the antiquated arueles of the hroken
covenant of works, and consequently not obligatory en flim as
onc of the Saints. Wi shall however, qualify the ahove very'
cheering account of ourselves and doctrine by the title of 2
¢ Big Protestant Lac.”’

Catholics, indeed, trast for their eternal .salvatign to triyial
ceremonics, discarding the saving tryths of revelation ! 1! W
hurl ‘witl ¢ontempt this foul misrépresentation of our dovtrine
into the tecth of our immaculate aceuser.  Catholies of Anti-
gonish, is this the doctrine you. have heen taught for thelast
twenty six years by thg Vengrahle Bishap Fraser.

Oh then his arriva’ amoog you wis a curse, inlieu of Leing,
as you hitherto believed, an tncalenlable benefit. To no pur-
pose he has become old, and enfeeoled by his-Apostolic Jabours
amang vou. To no purpose you have with mare than filial love
and confidence auepded ta lus sacexdetal mimistrations.  But if
on the eontrary, his instructiops to yoy in, segson, and out of
seaso 1, 3f his teaching has been hased npon the unerring word
of God, in strict accordance with the Catholic doetrifie - of “his’
episcopal brethren through the world—if yon, in unisun: wishi
the two hupdzed milhipns of yoyr fellow brethzenan faith; haves

been inyariably tapght that therads. naether name usdex.heaven

in which salvation can bo found save the sacred name of Jesus
if you have boen taught to. believe:true faith.ta-be necessaryto
saivation, accarting to-the declaration.gfithe Jsurd Mark wvi. 16,
¢ but ho that bglieveth not shall he condemaned.’  1f you have
Jearned fron yonr elrldiood that faith without good works is
dead. St Jamesii. 14, 17: that faith alore doth not justify
ver. 24 but ith warking by charity.Gal.v. 6.,80 heantifully
illustrated in your condnet towards your very traducers, . with
what wonnded fuelings of surptise will you learn the unprovok-
ed; calumnious attack made npon your veligious teachers, and
upon yourselves as {atholics, by tts dark constant reader of
the.Guardian

Que friend of the Guardian, 1 support his allegations thint Ca-
tholies trust for theireternd! salcation to trivial caremonies, and
what he ié ploased o style, the broken envenant.of works, has
reeaurso, in the fitst placetowgarbled sopresemation of onr doc-
trne relative to baptism and the mude.of -admimstering rhist en-
cred rite. Frombis acquaintauce with our doctrine, and his.very
Ingical infarence therefvom wedmmediately discover that he be-
longs to the company .of the misinformed, but.pesitivoscsiblilurs
who, 33 the.poet saud &’ '

Withagt the eaye of knowing right fram wrong,
Always appear decisive, clear, and strong,
Whore others toil with philosaphic foree,
‘Their nipble nansense tikes a sliotler course,
Flings At vour hepd ("qnvic{ion Jn o Juinp,

And ‘gQing remote conclusions a4 2 jumyp.

Drawing ohr dactrinal views upon the. sacred ordinance of
baptism, not from the misrepresentations of the Guardian, but
from the teaching af the Catbolic. Church we shall presently
see whather the conclusivns of the coustant reader be thalscti-
ucally.inferred. “

Irix a fundamental doctrioo of christiapity that all 1een are
nurally childeen of wiath, boing conceived, aud born in sin.—
Ou tais foundntion reposes the belief of the need, which the
whole.human race. bad of a Redecmer, and of the necersity of
grage to work ont our salvation.  Adam, as the I'ndertine
Fathers teach, in body, and soul was chavged fur the warse by
his prevatication, asd we forfeited, in hjm, sanctity and justice,
and.inqurred-the. pesalty. of death, consracting sin, which is tbe
death of the swul.” This doctrine respecting original o, is
clearly fonnded npen the teaching of St. Paul, Rom. v.
* Whesefore, as by aneman sin entered ioto this world, aud by
sin death : aad an death passed upon all mep in whom all.have
sinped.” The difference between the Catholic faith aad the
Calvinistic dortrine has bees: well pointed out by the laie cele-
brated fFexman Divine Dr. Mobler in hig hys symbohism, 1. 1.
ch, 11. Catholics believe .in the spoliation of human nature,
which has lost jn Adam the superriatural graces wherewith. Di-
ving haunty had adorned ity they believe that the sonl is dead
to Gud. bacausa deprived of gracs which is ber life; they. be-
lieve she can nerersea (God upless raised from het fallan state.
But.they do not beliave that nature isell is absulntely corrupted
aithangh it he. weakened,and. despoiled.. -

From this state of original sin and spoliation we are.raised by
the saving laver of Baptism. Qut dactrine respecting the no-
cessity of haptism to salvafion is,principally,hased upen the words
of our Lord 10 NicodsmusSt. Johaiii. 4. ¢ Amen,amen, Isay.to

<) —

¢ | thes-unless a man: be born of water, and the Haly Ghost he can-

not enter inta the Kingdom of Heaven.”, The necessity..of . a
new birth-is deolared,-water.is 10 he the instrument.of this new
hirth ; the Haly Ghost is.ta be ita author; and untl it takes
place, entrance. into the Church of.God en eanth, and .inta the
alorioys Kingdom of Gad. aboye is impossaible. Tha. necessity
of this new birth arises from the supreme will of God, and 1s
fopnded on the defiled stata of the children of Adam, and the
supemnaturalquality of the glory of Heaven. In Adam allhase
sinned, each- one.is toncetved in iniquity, all are clnldrex of
wrath. This defilement must-be washed away; fur pothing de-
filed can enter heaven. The chbild.of Adam must be made the
child of-God by the regeaexating influence of the: Divina Spicit.
“Thie.is the simple abivipus force of the text, The scatence. is
ganeral; and impotia the atsaiotenecesnirty thay, eagh one be
Jbarn of.waser ;and the: oly:rl0n.iny opder . jentar;isla - the
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Kitigdom of Gyd. ‘F'lie giacd of regeneriion s 833d 1w he in.
herent in baptivn, ida&\\ix{’ch. uggt istuttadhid toit by theDivine
instnation of our.lleddemer, 1t 1y infulhbly dmparted' voless
when the mcredulity, or pecversenese ol the receivep ppposes
an vbstacle to itsfyperation. '{l‘hls punfying, reggnerating, and
saving virtue infierent in Baptism according 10° Catholit -doe-
tone, is ascribed to the laver by St.Pauliu tho inost unetnisoenl
tetiws, 11t aii. 3, ete.  ** Wo ourselves ulsu, he ssvs, were
some tiise unwise, inceedolous, erring, slaves ,lq'dzver,s desites
and pleusures, living o malice and envy, hateful aid ﬂﬁﬁhg ohe
another.

viuur appeared not by the wurds of josavs, winch we have
done, but according w dis mercy hpg saved us, by the laver q{'
regencration, and renovatian of the Tfol Ghost, whom he hath
pouted forih upun us abundantly threng Jesvs Chitist our $a-
viour ; that being justtfied by lis grace, we: may bo -heurs; ac-
cording to hope ot hfe pvorlasting. . . ,

From this general ductnne of the Cathobe church. relative
to the saving effects of baptism it is notfo be_niferred; that “all
who receive the sucred ordinandes ate ifdTRblY fepbherited,
or that theie eternal salvations 15 wfalhibly secured.  Nu; we
have 100 many reasona to boligve Abat all whoare bapusod. shall
aot be saved. Simon thg mugician, as wo rend, dcis vai. re-
mained in * the Gall of bitterness, and ‘in the quwd}a oi‘f:ﬁduit‘f’
althoogh baptism had been administbred 1o With by un Apomle
becaese t* bis hoart was not gight inthemiglt of God.””  Yet
e eflicacy of the Sacratment pg pot takep away, baeyusc an iwe
dividual deprives himself ol its Saving Lynefis, When by her
perverse disposition the sval re.aains th sin, shhough exieraally
washied with the puniying stream, shie receives itrdeed ike cha-
racter of thochildy;althaugh sha bt not lovely, becanse destituie
of syactifylng, gruge, When through human weukness a re-
peneraied sobil vivlates hier baptismal engaremonts she she for
feit~ the priviluges uf a child witiout ccastny to béar the im.
».kss.  Ina geueralsense, all bapized men are olaldreir of God
bucause they received that character by means ot the Sacrapent
of yegeueration, but thei final aceeprapce depends on therr cor-
respondence with the grace by which they have been raised to
that dininy. : : .

The well kdown-fact-objected ta our dotirine—of carly symp-
tows of cotruptled. napprg i regeacrated childeén, cven cre they
begin to lisp, aud the flagrant uansgrcssioniof God by cbris-
tiun adults 18 easily reconaled with whatwe have lutlierto seid
upon baptism, Man.is both & free-agens und 2 finwe beng;
consoquenuly heecan err, and. hus B5ryr, ¢riransgiession against
the, law of Gud, is siptul, l\cm\\ae_vo(*un;arx‘; this 1y actual sin.
When by baptism, as explained above, oriiual sin is retmtted
unto us, we still remain free agents, fimtd and hunted bemds;
wo have uot become vipeceable. Yot arded by he grace of God
the regencrated suul.can parsgyere ta the end anats bapuswal in-
nucence.  Although by the laver of Bapusp the fruits of the
redemption he abundautly applied to our sonls, effaciig onginal
s, (and m sduhs prapuly dishnstd;detual sinalsu) restoring
us to the dignity ofihairs to the kwgyfam.of heavan; yetst has
pleased the great, disposer pf all things t}m.thc infinmities and
wostality of pur budies, 1he diso dérs of'the hvman mind, the
weakness and' propensities oi thé hdmah héadt; should: remain,
Loth 2s proofs; and welanctoly taoed ot dug orfmnid degrada-
non., Henee while ave pse in-the canditiyn of. Vaatgres on the

stage of probation, we arejable by a¢ival transgressions of the |’

law of Gud, 10 fyrfeit our Teacquired right 1o Bedven' - Not
that drifinal$in oude canarlled By shse laver ofBaptisnd; rédunies
lis empire ovér the chrsiay seal—+whichandeed . wquld ber a
gruss error—but through the Voluntary viglations of the sacred
laws of God. ‘I'he human passions thouglft ndisditve of the
corruption, weskness, dud lhinfiation vf:owy nature ate not sinfud
 themscelves ; they are left us foryous-triak and, probaton.—
‘The great work ofour.xegenceationis. not.. .10, recelve LMs final
conspmmation, in gnis life, when we shall become citizens of
the new Jerusilem, it {3 thén, i€ urag Ve said, thab-we ate,
wruly, and really; vestoréd to out promised inhentance: -

What we bave, hitherto, su1d ou the ungonam tople biéfote us

s,

13 redubib}e 1 Y plidwylily opnéral hddds. * WEHiPall ‘born
SHildréi of (K336 ack o ca‘&ffms&"mﬁﬂ gn.  FEM' this

falten state it has plozsed our Cieater, to raite us, tuzongltthe

Bnt when the goodneas and hindness of God our Su-|-

raeiwn and death of his Divine San. P'he laver of bapuym
8 thio inedinliy ot instiumient by wliteh thy huinan soul that was
deat before Gad, 1s segenerhted and add he adopted clntd of
hgaven, ‘Therois no virtue, howeves, asenibed 1o the sacra-
mems, except us a weans divinely cliosen, 1o apply 1o our souls
the ml-rita of the sutibnng, aud the death ol our Luord, ‘Lho
power uf Gad and the metits of ur'tedewmtier, ure the suurces of
-saeramental efficacy ; und a proper stuty of nnnd i adulis s
requized:10 receive the gruce which the saerament from ns di-
vine'institution js intended to consey.
From'the above-outlines of our ductrine resniecting bapusin,
our friend the constant reader of the Guardian has concluded,
that we poor bemghted Papusts trust lur our ewcenal salvauon
to (ri\'iaf ceremonies and a brolien covenant of works ! Is this
not coling 1o 2 conclusitn at a jump ! Puaor logician tns An-
tigohidli‘turrespondent of the Guardian,  Wuh reguid to what
our friehd has eaid, zelative 10 the application ut Wi} 1w Ahe so-
Jemn adininistration of the Sacrament of bapusm, it witl seffico
’td reply thut Cathohes are taught by their chusch, that e ¢»
¥ente of baptisin consists in an wblution made with water i
the name of the Father, Son, and Holv Ghust, with a view 1o
porfotin th3 rite instituted by Christ whichis pracused i 1he
chnreh.  flence we say. T iapize thee, in the name of the ¥a-
ther, and of the:Son, atd of the Huly Ghust.  Lvery thing elso
s ritnal or cetemonial, apd may be omitted without injury 10 the
Shcrament, thodgh it were hughly improper o do so, on private
authority unless in case of emergency-—owing to the uuiversal
iractice of the chutch. The annvinung the breast and shoul-
ers with oil, is a very ancient rite 1 the Catholie Church. Si.
Cyril of Jdrusalein, St. John Chrysostom, St. Gregmy the
Great make mentivn of ity 38 a nite geuerally used o their duys.
It has an apt sjgnification, that in ** the unctivn of the breast
and shoulders the firmness ot faith and perseverance i anod
wotl's may be designated.”” Theuscuon with sacred chrisin
on the crown of the head immediately atter Bapusm is menvion-
ed in several ancient Liturgical, and Rutual Books. Tertullian
who flourished in the end of the second ceutary mentions the
ceremwny. ** Having cdme forth fiom the laver, says this au-
cienv writer] we are anointeéd with blessed unction according
tn-the spered rite’’ ete. " “he anomung of the head sigmifies
the wisdom which we have in Chnst. who is to be vur crown
and happiness, as it is explained by St. Ambrose.

t This, to conelude with the words of the Ri. Rev, Dr. Xen-
rick, Cathulic Bishop of Philadelphia, whose admirable Treatise
ve Baptism, the undersigned has followed i the abise hurned
remarks, all the rites which are used in the admunstration of
baptisr are full of signification, and are derived from \enerable
antiquity.  Some of them, may, without temenity he considered
of" Apustolic orizin. ‘o censure 1hem would be 1o condemn
the whole Chrisuan Chuich in the earliest, and brightest age-,
and inditectly dt lenst the Apostles themselves, to whon they
Findty sbefarrly ascribed:”’

Intending 10 malke the solfidian principles of the Constant
Readrr of the Guardian, as embudied 1 the second part of his
fepistle 1the‘subject of another connumeatiou,

Iremaiu, Messrs Ednors, &e.,
GAEL..
Antigonish, 1ith June, 1847.

TO CORRESPONDENTS,

We havezeceived a Letter signed A Protestant
and. dated: from th¢ North West. Arm, n which
the writer says that thete are some Protestants now
lying diok of Fever in Melville Island, and: com-
plains! that no Protestant Minister has yet visited
that : desolate. abode of ;suffering and death.~—
Thie writer-indulges in some reflections on the punc-
tual and daily ministrations of our clergy, and the
wﬁpkp,a}rgnt‘indiﬁ'etfznce of others. We are unwilling

lowever, for obvious reasons, to publish his corn-
iypiicitior-¢iwes W cdntot forget that Piotes.
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tant clergymen have wives and fanulies, and ﬂl&ﬂcucumsmmus Fhere stapds the naked fact—tha
it would be cruel to expect they should expose!tho father died intestate, that the mother is of irre-
those tender pledges of atlection to all the horrors, pronchable character, and that the chuldren e o

of;contagious discase. It is all very fine no dollbt,ltemler age. What says Viece Chancellor Bruce te
to sucer at the celibacy of the Popish clergy, butin'all this?  He answers that she is a Roman Catho-
the hour of ailliction and danger, the cnlummatod lic; «that her children are to bLe iorn from her
priest can face death without any of those n"onwmg|nnd given into the custody aud nurture of strangers
fears which the sight of *little responsibilities”jand that their Inother is to sce them only two

is so aptto pmduw. Perbaps our unknown friend lhoms a day, and then only in the presence of caves
A Pratestant may be satisfied with our simple an |droppers and watchers! The sacred cries of nature
nouncement of the fact, that meribers of his com~ are to be drowned for the State Church ; and chil-
munion have been for several days lying ill at the dren areto berobbed of a mother’s care, tenderness,

Iever Hospital, and that whate ver treatment their!and love, to satisfy the bigotry of the beuch and the
bodies may have received from Messrs. Galen' and;fanaticismof the law! They may be in danger-

Fiscalapius, their poor souls have had no aitend-
ance or comfort from any Minister of the Protest-
ant Faith,

We dare say when this news shall be read in the
columbs of the Cross, there will be quite a rush of,
Protestant preachers from all parts of the city to
Melville Island. It is truc that the Fever has be:
come most virulent during the past week, and that
many persons have died.  But this will only sti-
mulate the zeal of those gospel heroes. It is in the
hour of danger, and when the wolf cometh to de-
stroy the sheep, that the tme shepherd is known
from the hireling. We have known in our expe-
rience, of more than one Hegira of Protestant Ma-
homets, in times of Cholera and other infectious
visitaiions.  We cannot however expect any cow-
ardiy flights on the present occasion, after all the
vaponring of the Protestant Journals for the last
few months. Common decency should force some
of those timorous chickens to fly over at once to
the French Prison. We suppose we may cndorse
this notice with the quaint title of one of the old
canting Puritan Pamphlets, viz:— Crumbs of,
romfort Jor Christ’s chiclkens !

A certain Licutenant North died lately from the
effects of a coach accident, leaving a wife and four
children of tender age, very slenderly provided for.
He made no will; and no guardlans of a testament-,
ary nature were, lheretoxe, in existence. It is no-
toriously the law of the land, that where, by rea-
sont of intestacy, no legal «uardxans have be2n no-
minated by the fathex, the rights of guardian by,
nature arise, and that the title to the custody and
nurture’ of children devolves by nature and by
law upon the mother. But in this casé it so hap-
pens that Mrs North was conhieeted with the Ro-
man Catholic persuasion. ' Whatewdence has beén
heard goes to prove that the father was of ¥ latitudi-
narian opmmns”——that he refased to accept the
ministrations of a Protestant clergyman on his death

be'—and that, if inclined to rehwmn at al, it was

towards the Church of Rome. But we have no t}g- '

sire to found any argwument upou such supppsmp,ou

ns sickness, and what nursing can be equal to the
guxious watching of a mother's fondness? Buw
no ; the :privilege which God gives to the very
brutes of tepding and fondling thexr oftspring, 1s to
be denjed utterly to a Christiau ‘mother, and to
British children. The thirty nine articles are
stronger than & parent’s devotion, and the Esta-
blished Cl;urch is to overbear that established order
of nature, which binds and links mother and child
together by chains stronger than adamant, and at-
tractions more irresistible almost than gravitation
itself, Only think of a christian, a kind, a virtnous
mother, never being suffered to be alone with the
very fruit of her womb! What right has luw, has
the state, has all the world put to"cther, to assume
the very shadow of a power to interféte with such
natural relationship as that 2 We appeal to every
woman except old women on the bench, thatare in
a doublesense past bearing, to every female heart,

whether this be not the most adious and unnataral
tyrauny that ever disgraced reason and outraged
justice 2 Is it not monstrous that we shall havead-
mitted Catholics to make laws for us, but yet that
we shall not permit them to nurture their own chil-
dren. Is this Protestantism? Is it to support such
gcﬁxnlonas this thay Exeter Hall raises the No Po-
pery howl? We have heard much of the conver-
sion of papists to Protestantism, but we think 1t
will soon become a more urgent necessily to con-
vert Protestants to, Christiamity. It must not, we

hope it eannot be that this should be Englzsh law.
Tt is only Kuight Bruce Law—a code of orthodox
jurispruderice to which we would infinitely prefer
that of Judge Lchh himself,

We have not patience to analyse the speech which
formed the prelude tothis judgement. It was scarce-
ly worthy to he-

“The pxolonue 10 an egg. and butter.’

—Liverpool Mercury. -
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