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THE GLORIOU3 BIRTHDAY.
A New Christmas Exercise for Sunday school, , By
8. W. Straub. Price, 5¢ postpaid, 5oc. per dozen ;
$3.00 per 100 not prepaid.

THE CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME ; or, Santa Claus SANT.

Offended.
A Concert Exercise, Designed for Sunday school
Enter ainments, Price 6. postpaid, §0c. per
dozen ; $4.00 per 100 not prepaid.

OUR EXALTED KING.
By Emma Pitt. A Ser fce ure and Song
for Christmas, for use in the Sunday-schools, |
Price, 5. postpaid, 50¢. per dozen ; $4.00 per 100
not prepaid,

SAVIOUR AND KING.
A Seriptural Service, Carols and Songs for Christ-
mas, pronounced to be the greatest, most spiritual
and haj plest Christmas Service. Those ordering
this excellent programme for Christinas will not be
disappointud. ~ Price, be. postpaid, 50¢. per dozen ;
§4.00 per 100 nov prepaid.

THY LIGHT IS COME.
A Christmas Serviee, with Responsive Readings
and Recitations, and new music by various well-
known composers,  Prep by B. A. Stone.
Price, 5¢. postpaid, 50¢. per dozen ; $4.00 per 100
not prepaid

CHRISTMAS SNOW STARS.
An exercise for the Sunday-school. By Mrs wil.
bur F. Crafts and James R. Murray, P'rice, §e.
each, 50¢. per dozen postpaid ; $4.00 per 100 not
prepaid.

of Seri

SANTA CLAUS EXPECTED.

Written and compiled

A Cantata for Christy
i ce, 30¢. postpaid ; $3.C0

by Charles 1. Gabri
+ + dozen not prepaid.

Ao "*ISE PARTY.

A Chris ‘ata for Little Children. Libretto
by Jessie nds.  Music by James H
Fillmore. Pric . postpaid ; $3.00 per dozen
not prepaid,

GREAT JOY.

For Sunday schools, Words by Pa....
Mus.c 1. Fillmore. Price, 8C. poo
per doz 00 per 100 not prepaid.

TEDDY'S BUTTON.

A Military Service of Song, The musical iliustra-
tions ted by the Rev. L. Meadows White, M.A.
Each, 20¢. postpaid.

PROBABLE SONS.

A Service of Song specially suitable for Mi

Services. The music selected and 4-omlw hy

John P, Attwater, F.R.C.0, Each, 20¢ ~spaid.
I “r

THE PRINCE OF PEACE; or, Gor( [

Written by M. 8. Hayc raft. Mussit
doch. Each, 35¢. postpaid.

STAR OF THE EAST.
A Sacred Cantata.
Music by W. Henry Maxfield,
Each, §0¢. postpaid.

THE WISE KING.
A Sacred Cantata. Words by T. J. Evans,
by D. Thomas. Each, 50c. postpaid.

9

Words Ly J. Stuart Bogg.
Mus. Bae,, F.C.0,

Music

' Samples Not Returnable.
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Address : Principal Warner, St. Thomas, Ontario

For Over Fifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW'S

SOOTHING SYRUP

29 VSV VWV
CANCER! CANGCER!
Can be Cured.

Cancers, Tumors, Scrofula, etc.,
Cured at home, no knife, plaster or pain, the
‘Abbott Myron Mason Medical Co., of New York,
ned branch oXices in Canada.” " They

anyone interested a 100
sins valuable inloﬂmd?
Ad-

have opei
will give or mail fre
page book that cc
about the workings / this wonderful oure.

sas been used for children while teething. It soothes d M
ihe ohild, 6 Whe flars % ress or call, Abbe t Myrfm lason Medical.
etie, ﬂ'o‘.mu Be ml“m;- l.n :’bow . ad i m."‘h‘ g:rl‘v)nnp':ny. Department B 2, 677 Sherbourne St.,
nmedx or diarrhaa. Twenty-five cents a bottle, :
by all druggists throughout the world. Y2 %% %2% %%
In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anyih«w advertised in this Magasine, you will oblige the
vertisement in THE SUNDAY BOHOOL BANNER.

publisher, asweil as the advertiser. by stating that you saw the ad
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i 1.«Christmas Carol.

Un o winter night in the olden time,
When the weary world was sunk in sin,
And darkness reigned, and the earth was full
Of war and tumult and hopeless din,
A mes-enger came from the world above

. "T'o bring the glad tidings of boundless love,

He vas welcomed not by the rich and great ;
Me ‘o' trumpet proclaimed his birth ;
i lowly manger lay
L of heaven and Lord of earth—
The w. ge. sent from the worid above
To bring th glad tidings of boundless love.

A star shone out in the Eastern sky,

To mark the spot to a chosen few
Where the holy infant lay, who came

To light the benighted world anew—
The messenger sent from the world above
To bring the glad tidings of boundless love.

The light still shines with ceasless ray
Over every land and every sea,

Through storm and tempest and trouble and strife.

For ** 1 am the light of the world, ' said he—
The messenger sent from the world above
To bring the glad tidings of boundless love.

The light still shines through the clouds of sin,
And always points to a better way,

Where rest and peace and joy are found,
For these are the gifts of his natal day—

The messender sent from the world above

To bring the glad tidings of boundless love.

The Peacg.:,_oi God.

The salutation of thi Orient is, “ Peace
Be Unto You,” and the response is, “ To
You Also Be Peace,” This was the
song of the angels at Bethlehem, and

this was the benediction of our Lord in .

his intercessory prayer and at his first
interview with them after the resurrec-
tion. It is the initial blesting of the
Christian life, and what a benediction it
is! The Peace of God ever brooding
over the soul and pervading the whole
being! The soul was once storm-
tossed and tempest-driven, agitated by
doubts and fears, and stirred to its low-
est depths by gusts of passion and temp-
tation. It was shaken to its centre with
fearful questionings, the fountains of the
great deep of the heart were broken up,
the storm of the wrath of God was
bursting upon it, and all his waves and
billows went over the head. Then the
cry of penitence and utter faith burst
forth. Instantly a mighty miracle was
wrought, Christ spoke the mystic words,
“Peace, be still,” and immediately there
was a great calm. Every warring pas-
sion was lulled to rest, and a halcyon
peace reigned in the soul. For the cur-
rent of the entire being was reversed,
the polarity of the soul was changed.
God became the centre of the thoughts,
to whom they ever turned instinctively
as the necdle to the north. And having
in God the unchanging good, the spirit
sought no other good below.

Says St. Augustine. in one of his beau-
tiful meditations, “ 0 God, thou madest
man for thyself, and our hearts are rest-
less till they find repose in thee;” and
the Saviour himself says, “In the world
ve shall have tribulation, but in me ye
shall have peace.” And this p2ace is
one which the world cannot give nor
take away, a peace that passeth all
understanding, that keepeth the heart
and the mind, the affections and the in-
tel'ect. with the power of an everlasting
life.—The Editor,
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OUR PUBLICATIONS.

Christian Guardian, Woekly ..o...oocoieiesss $1 00
Methodist Magazine and Review, monthly. 200
Mminzlne and Review, and Guardian or
NERIOYRIN oo coverssovors inanagisssnsssiniies 2175
Magazine and Review, Guardian and On-
WA o0 veriniiiaaienns . 32
The Wesleyan, Halifax, weekly 100
Sunday-school Banner, monthly .. 0 60
Onward, 8pp. ito, wec'kly, under 5 0 60
5 copies and UpWArdS.......... ;- 0 50
Pleasant Hours, 4pp. 4to, weekly, 0 30
Less than 20 copies ... 025
Over 20 COPIeR . ...ooooivranranss .02
Sunbeam, for(n‘:rhtly, less than 10 cop! . 0156
10 copies and upwards s . 012
Happy Days, fortnightly, less thai 015
10 copies and upwards...... 012
Dew Drops, weekly, per year . 007
Per QUATEET .. .o +vovvenessssieiiss 002
Berean Leaves, 100 copies per month ........ 5350
Berean Quarterly, 100 copies S«:r quarter.... 600
Quarterly Review Service. the year, 24
cents a dozen; $2 per 100. Per quarter, 6
cents a dozen; per100. ... ..oooeeviiuienes 030
Address— WILLIAM RBRIGGS,
Publisher, Toronto.
C. W, Co. 8. F. HUEsTIS,

JOATFS,
2176 St. Catherine St.,
Montreal, Que.

Meth. Book Room,
Halifax, N.S.

Sundap School Hanner,

W. H. WITHROW, D.D.,, EDITOR.

TORONTO, DECEMBER, 1897.
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Our New Scholars’ Quarterly.

We introduced last year a mew paper,
Dew Drops, for the Primary Department.
The success of this paper, which has
already reached a large circulation,
showed that it has met a long felt want.

There is one other department in which
we believe a want is felt for a new paper
to complete our graded series of Sunday-
school periodicals, namely, the senior de-
pariment of our Sunday-schools. To
meet the needs of this department, and
to supply a suitable quarterly for the
Home Department, in which very great
interest is shown, a new senior quarterly
will be issued. This will be a paper
the same sized page as The Banner, and
with 48 pages in each number. It will
have beautiful illustrations and full les-
son notes. This will be equally helpful
in the Sunday-school and in the Home
Department,

We have made diligent inquiry both in
Great Britain and the United States as
to the best form of literature for senior
scholars and the Home Department, and
believe that we have solved this question
by presenting the best helps in both these

departments which are published in the
world. We expect to lose money on
the first year's issue of this quarterly,
but to introduce it widely, it will be
furnished at the very low price of

20 CENTS A YEAR

Let us have the hearty co-opera-
tion of our schools, and give the
Senior Lesson Quarterly a trial. Speci-
mien numbers will be sent to each school
as soon as possible. We are relying
upon the hearty co-operation of all our
schools. For special remarks on the
Home Lesson Department see last
month's editorial.

-

Our Periodicals for 1898.

METHODIST MAGAZINE AND REVIEW

The announcement of The Methodist
Magazine and Review in our advertising
pages will indicate what ample provision
has been already made for a programme
of excellence unsurpassed in the nearly
twenty-four years’ history of that peri-
odical, No effort will be spared to make
it increasingly useful and attractive us
an ideal family magazine. Sunday-
school scholars and teachers especially
will find it of advantage in connection
with their studies of the year.

The New York Christian Advocate, in
describing the life and labours of the
late Dr. Abel Stevens, one of which was
the editing for three years of The
National Magazine, established by the
Methodist Episcopal Church, states that
he found it difficult and practically im-
possible to secure from the denomination
popularly written articles, and was over-
weighted by the heavy, and often dry,
contributions from theologians and
others occupying high positions in the
church. This magazine was, therefore,
suspended in less than three years, Two
subsequent attempts of our Methodist
Episcopal friends to establish a popular
monthly were also unsuccessful,

It is, we think, to the credit of our
Canadian church that we have had so
many popularly-written articles, learned
without being dull, vivacious without be-
ing frivolous, as have for four-and=twenty
years enriched its pages We are as-
sured of still further coatributions that
we believe would do credit to any maga-
zine in Christendom.

From the very beginning this Maga-
zine and Review, while thoroughly loyal
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to Canadian institutions, has also been I

an ardent supporter ot that broader ideal
which has received such emphasis during
this Jubilee year, of the Unity of the
British Empire and th- brotherhood and
moral alliance of the English-sperking
race throughout the world. We purpose
that, by copiously illustrated articles, the
varied interests and elements of t'.is
great Empire shall be presented in these
pages,
Special prominence shall be given to

Our OWN CoUNTRY,

its social, religious, and economic prob-
lems, its vast and varied resources, its
historic sites, its scenic and romantic
attracticns, The interests and enter-
prises of our own church will, of course,
have a foremost place. Whatever may
minister to the spiritual life, to the ad-
vancement of our church and country,
shall have warmest sympathy and sup-
port. The mission operations of our
own and other churches, that noblest
sphere of Christian heroism, will be
treated in a number of special papers.
Imnortant contributions by the pro-
fessors in our colleges and universities,
especially digests of the best recent hooks
in every department of literature, will
be especially valuable to our ministers
and thoughtful lay readers.

As heretofore, high-class illustration
will be a prominent feature of this peri-
odical,

The enlargement of this magazine to
nearly one-half more than its size three
years ago, leaves space for greater range
and ampler treatment of the many sub-
Jects it discusses. If a further increase
of two thousand subscribers can be
secured, a still further enlargement will
take place. We trust that the earnest
workers in our schools will rally round
this connexional periodical and enable it
to take the long stride forward which
the publisher and editor covet for it as a
literary representative of Canadian Meth-
odism. The style of illustration will be,
it is believed, more full and varied than
any that has been heretofore omployed.

Specian Fratures

Character studies of the leaders and
the great moral movements of the ages
will be presented by writers who have
made these a special study. High-class
and instructive short and serial stories
furnish the lighter vein which has made
this periodical so attractive for many
years, Those social and religious topics
which are attracting so much attention

in the world of thought and action will
receive ample treatment in a number of
articles,

A specialty of this magazine is the
prominence given to the progress of
science. Several papers will be fur-
nished, illustrating in a pepular manner
the results of the most recent scientific
research and discovery., In addition to
these, regular up-to-date departments on
the World’s Progress, Current Thought,
Recent Science, New and Important
Bocks, Reviews, Religious and Mission-
ary Intelligence, will keep the reader
abreast of the great movements of the
times,

Many schools have found it to their ad-
vantage to make use of this periodical
instead of library books, as being much
cheaper, much fresher, more interestirg
and attractive. For this purpose it will
be furnished in quantities of two or more
at $1.60 each, imstead of $2, the full price.
Some schools have taken at this rate
frem two to forty copies. Give it a trial
and you will not be without it.

See details for the year 1898 in illus-
trated announcement of magazine,

S€PECIAL OFFER
Fourteen Months for One Year's Subscription.

It is confidently anticipated that the
attractive programme of which the above
is a partial announcement, will secure a
large increase. Let us have the cordial
co-operation of every minister of our
church and every Sunday-school super-
intendent and tewcher. The times aie
improving, Dollar wheat means plenty
and prosperity for the entire community.
Canada is bulking larger in the world’s
view than ever before. We are more
truly a nation than ever before, We
are developing on every side a sturdy
patriotism. Let us, by the blessing of
God, look for a year of great religious
prospevity, a true Annus Domini, a year
of the right hand of the Most High. Let
every department in church life, and
church work, and church literature, share
the upward impulse,

Let the grand old Guardian and The
Wesleyan have a joint increase of at
least 10,000 copies. We covet for our
Connexional monthly an increase of at
least half that number, and for our Sun-
day-school periodicals, which will be
further enlarged and improved to meet
the growing needs of our church, such an
increase as will permit their still further
development.

The Publisher makes the following

special offer to induce an immediate in-
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crease of this magazine without waiting
for the New Year.

New Subscribers for 1898 will receive the
N ber and Di b bers

for 1897, Free.

They will tbus secure the opening
chapters of our new and stirring story,
“In His Steps,” the whole of our new
story, “ A Princess in Calico,” the story
of * Rhoda Roberts,” with a synopsis of
its opening chapters, and many other
valuable articles, Let the canvass be-
gin; let each reader send another sub-
seription in addition to his own, and
each minister strive to at least double
his list.

SUNDAY=SCHOOL BANNER

The Banner will contain very copious
yet concise notes on the Lesson, as full
as most teachers have time to study, yet
so clear and simple that all may thor-
oughly comprehend them. Complete
notes on Primary and Intermediate Les-
sons, as well as helps, hints and sug-
gestions, and Sunday-school methods and
ways of working, will be given. The
Banner has been permanently enlarged,
and at five cents a month will be found
one of the very best and cheapest lesson
helps in the field.

The Sunday-school lessons for the
year 1898 are devoted to the life of our
Lord as recorded in the Gospel of St.
Matthew, and studies of the history of
the ten tribes, and of the history of
Judah. It is an especially happy ar-
rangement that the life of the Master
shall be studied in immediate connec-
tion with that of his most distinguished
servant, the great Apostle of the Gen-
tiles, on which the current year has been
spent. We congratulate our readers on
the grand theme for the approaching
year. The study, in the oldest Chris-
tian document, of the life of Jesus will
engage the heart and mind and thought
of Christendom as never before. It
cannot fail to give grander ideals of life
to the young people in our schools and
church to give a more tender and sacred
conception of the Babe of Bethlehem,
the Man of Nazareth, the Sacrifice of
Calvary, the Redeemer of the world.

ONWARD

True to its name, this paper will make
a long stride forward during the coming
year towards its Editor's ideal of what a
live, up-to-date young people’s paper
should be. It will give special promin-
ence to topics of Canadian and patriotic
interests, and especially to whatever

’

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

|

should be of value to intelligent young
Methodists. 1t will give original and
golected readings on current events, on
the world’s progress, on popular science,
on modern exploration, invention and
discovery, on the great religious move-
ments of the times, especially those of
Methodism and its young people, and on
the religious and missionary operations
of our church, It will have literary
and biographical sketches, short and
sorial stories of special interest.

It will give special prominence to the
Sunday-school Lessons, and will furnish
the best helps that can be gleaned from
the wide field of biblical and general
literature upon the important subjects
for the coming year. We intend to
make this paper simply indispensable to
every Sunday-school teacher and every
scholar in the genior class, for whom it
is designed, Its considerably enlarged
size will furnish ampler opportunity of
doing this than heretofore. =~ We want
an increase of 10,000 to our subscription
list. If our teachers and scholars will
rally to our support this can be easily
accomplished. As soon as we have
reached the 50,000 line, still further en-
largements and improvements of this
paper will take place. Do you want a
still better paper than you have ? 1f
so, give us the 50,000 and you shall
have it.

PLEASANT HOURS

The recent enlargem 1t in Pleasant
Hours has given universal satisfaction
and places it in the very forefront among
the young people’s papers of this con-
tinent. It will be filled with bright
reading, serial and short stories, teach-
ing temperance, patriotism, how to help
missions, and bright and instructive pic-
tures—everything, in fact, that will make
it welcome to the fifty thousand homes
it now visits, and, we hope, to a still
wider range of readers.

DEw DROPS

Our bright new paper for the little
folks, fresh as the dew of the morning,
will, we are sure, capture their hearts.
It is printed in large, clear type, with
new and beautiful pictures, and with a
lesson story and lesson questions specially
prepared for our little folk. It will be
printed in different coloured inks, a
novelty in this country, which will make
it still more attractive. The price of
our new paper is only seven cents a
year for fifty-two numbers, or two cents
a quarter. Give it a trial in your school,
and you will not be without it.
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SUNBEAM AND HAPPY DAYS

These old favourites will also share
the march of improvement. A large
number of new and beautiful cuts have
been secured, and at their very cheap
price of twelve cents a year they will he
just the thing for the intermediate class
between the primaries and The Pleasant
Hours readers,

SENIOR QUARTERLY

See gpecial announcements of our new
Quarterly in first editorial,

Sunday-school Lessons for 1898.

The International Sunday-school Les-
son Committee has wisely decided that
in the scheme of lessons which they
prepare, special prominence shall be
given to the life of our blessed Lord.
Therefore, the first half of the year 1898
will be devoted to this important sub-
ject. We venture to say that this life
will be studied throughout Christendom
as it never was before. Light from
every source will be focused upon the
sacred page, and the study of that life
will make many, we trust, wise unto
salvation,

Among the most successful helps to
this study has been found a good har-
mony of the Gospels. The advantage
of such a harmony, or Monotessaron, as it
is called, will be shown by the following
extracts from an article by Prof. Amos
A. Wells, in The Sunday-school Times :

“ Far above concordance, Bible index,
Bible dictionary, I count the Mono-
tessaron the very best help to Bible
study. The Monotessaron, it might be
parenthetically remarked for the benefit
of the lexicon-lazy folk, is a Harmony
of the Four Gospels, so arranged as to
make one continuous and complete story,
in Seripture werds alone. Speaking for
one, T may say that through recent first
acquaintance with a Monotessaron, that
Matchless Life bas shone upon me with
an entire splendour of beauty and ma-
jesty before unimagined.

“ A further inestimable advantage Is
the appreciation of surroundings. What
light is cast, for example, on the story
of Lazarus in John by its insertion in
Luke; the contact of these parted ele-
ments of the Gospel story sometimes
rouses a current of thrilling thoughts,
making a veritable electric battery of the
Monotessaron,

“It has given the life and person of
Christ marvellous vividness, setting facts
in their due order, location, relations and
proportions, while the fac lity it affords
is constant inspiration to fresh delight-
ful study, This is the experience of
thousands, and yet T am sure that there
are many thousands who are yet unac-
quainted with this Bible-help. Not only
every Sunday-school teacher, but every
Bible scholar should own one.”

Withrow’'s Harmony of the Gospels,
or the Life of Jesus in the words of the
Four Evangelists, has had a wide sale
in Canada, and has been pronounced ex-
ceedingly helpful for the study of the
Sunday-school Lessons. One gentleman
bought 140 copies for presentation to his
Bible-class, and others have given orders
for a less number. The price of this
book is fifty cents, but in quantities of
six or more it will be sent for thirty-
five cents, post free. To seenre this
special rate please send ordera direct to
the Editor,

——— ) G—————

Methodist Magazine and Review.

A Good Chance for Schools.  Fourteen Months
for the Price of Twelve,

The illustrated articles in the Novem-
per number are “ Rural England,” with
numerous beautiful cuts; a character-
study of Emperor William I. of Germany,
and the stirring times in which he lived,
by the Rev. J. C. Seymour, with excellent
engravings: “ Light, a Branch of Elec-
tricity,” by C. A. Chant, B.A,, of Toronto
University, with nine diagrams, esplain-
ing telegraphy without wires and many
other curiosities of electricity, and a
study of “ Madame de Stael,” by the late
Abel Stevens, LL.D., with a fine portrait.
A fine study of * Pernard of Clairvanx.”
one of the noblest saints of the Mediaeval
Church; an interesting sketch of Sir
Arthur Blackwood, chief officer of Her
Majesty’'s Post-Office, by the Editor:
“The Slave and His Champions,” by
Rev. Dr. Lambly, and the new “ Sayinges
of our Lord,” are striking articles. A
stirring new story, “In His Steps,” by
Chas. M. Sheldon, is bhegun. The
“Werld's  Progress” and  “Current
Thought” are fully treated and illns-
trated, Fourteen numbers of this
monthly, to the end of 1898, are offered
for one year’s subsecription.

Toronto : William Briggs., Price, £2.00
a year: $1.00 for six months; single num-
ber, 20 cents.
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Christmas Treasures.

1 count my treasures o'er with care—
The little toy my darling knew,
A little sock of faded hue,

A little lock of golden hair.

Long years ago this holy time

My little one—my all to me—

Sat robed in white upon my knee,
And heard the merry Christmas chime.

“Tell me, my little golden-head,
If Santa Claus should come to-night,
What shall he bring my baby bright—
What treasures for my boy ?” I said.

Then he named his little toy,
While in his round and mournful eyes
There came a look of sweet surprise
That speaks his quiet, trustful joy.

And as he lisped his evening prayer
He asked the boon with childish grace ;
Then, toddling to the chimney-place,
He hung his little stocking there.

That night, while lengthening shadows
crept,
I saw the white-winged angel come,
With singing to our lowly home,
And kiss my darling as he slept.

They must have heard his little prayer,
For in the morn, with rapturous face,
He toddled to the chimney-place,

And found his little treasure there.

They came again one Christmastide—
That angel host, so fair and white—
And singing all that glorious night,

They lured my darling from my side.

A little sock, a little toy,

A little lock of golden hair,

The Christmas music on the air,
A-watching for my baby boy !

But if again that angel train
And golden head come back to me,
To bear me to eternity,

My watching will not be in vain.

Onward Still.

Sunday-School Aid Fund.

The treasurer of the Sunday-school
Aid and Extension Fund, Mr. Warring
Kennedy, has submitted his annual re-
port, from which we glean some inter-
esting figures. The following statement

will show the amounts contributed by
the various Conferences in collections,
and the sums expended in these Con-
ferences in helping poor schools in desti-
tute neighbourhoods :

CoxTRIBUTIONS  GRANTS FOR

CONFERENCE

BY COLLECTIONS  PERIODICALS

Toronto ccocssecese $427 87 $332 55
London 345 97 35 09
Montreal 368 79 59 64
Hamilton ..... 363 37 62 80
Bay of Quinte . 377 56 119 62
Nova Scotia ...... 190 72 400 99
New Brunswick... 153 59 459 75
Newfoundland .... 141 50 524 24
Manitoba ......... 220 22 136 09
British Columbia.. 90 556 34 03
Total .ccoovenses $2,680 14  $2,164 80

It will be noticed that the strong Con-
ferences, like London and Hamilton,
which have very little mission territory,
contribute to the fund much more than
they draw from it, but this is simply an
application of the principle that the
strong ought to help the weak, which
lies at the base of our connexionalism.
The largest grants have been made to
the Newfoundland and New Brunswick
Conferences, where there are many poor
schools, We regret that the income of
the fund is somewhat smaller this year
than last, although the debt has been
reduced by several hundred dollars.
Each school is expected to give one full
collection each year. We trust that
superinter dents will take up this collec-
tion as early as possible. Let a good
announcement be made for two Sundays
previous.  Whenever the object of this
fund is explained fully there is sure to
be a liberal response.

——— Y

With each year we endeavour to im-

prove the character of our Sunday-school |

papers, so as to keep them abreast, or a
little a’ ead, of any published anywhere.
Our readers will have noticed the en-
larged size and improved printing of The
Banner. We purpose introducing still
further improvements, one of which will
pe, from time to time, a page of the
best popular music which we can find.

Book Notices.

« Waiting on God.” By Rev. Andrew

Murray. Second edition. Toronto :
Fleming H. Revell Company. To-
ronto : William Briggs.

This is a little book written in the in-
tepse and fervid style of this dis-
tinguished writer.

It has a section for
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each day of the month and cannot fail to
promote the growth of religion in the
soul

“The Sacred Feast.” Short Discourses
on the Lord's Supper. By George
Lester, New York: Eaton & Mains.
Toronte : William Briggs. Price, 35
cents.

Often we fail to derive all the benefit
we should from the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper for lack of thoughtful ap- |
prehension of its meaning, its privilege, [
its obligation, This little book will be |
a great help to devotion in this regard.

“ Beth Woodburn.,” By Maud Petitt,
Methodist Book-Rooms: Toronto, Mont-
real, and Halifax.

This book should have special interest
for Camadian readers, because its scene
and local colouring are thoroughly
Canadian. The story opens in the pretty
village of * Briarsfield,” in the county
of Norfolk, overlooking Lake Erie. It

changes to Toronto and Montreal, giving
special prominence to such Methodist in-
stitutions as Victoria University and
Wesleyan Theological College. It is a
good book to place in our Sunday-school
libraries.

“Lawrence Temple ; A Tale of Canadian
Life.,” By W, H. Withrow, D.D. With
about forty engravings. Methodist
Book-Rooms : Toro: o, Montreal, and
Halifax. Price, 7° cents.

There are not ny Canadian books

| that reach a se\ . edition, It is very

gratifying to that an endeavour to
present the more striking features of
Canadian life in the form of a story
meets with such generous recognition.
The book describes life in a Ilumber
camp, life in the backwoods, life at a
Canadian college, and abounds in stories
of striking incident and adventure, The
young folk will read it with avidity, as
will also not a few of their elders. The
engravings strikingly depict almost every
aspect of Canadian country life,

OPENING SERVICE FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER.

1. SMENCE,
. RESPONSIVE SENTENCRS. (1 John 4, 9-12, 16.)
oUPT.  In this was manifested the love of God
toward us, because that God sent his
only begotten Son into the werld, that
we might live through him.

ScHOo0L. Hevein is love, not that we love God, but
that ke loved us, and sent his San to be
the propitiation for our sins.

8CPT.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought

also w love one another.

8cHOOL. No man hath seen God at any time,
Surr.,  If we love one another, God dwelleth fa
us, and Lis love is perfected In us.
8CHO6L. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in hiw,
11 SINGING.
IV. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, OR THE APOSTLES'
CREED.
V. PRAYER, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert.
VI. BINGING.

LESSON SERVICE.

1. ‘CLASS STUDY OF THE LESSON.
U1 SINGING LESSON HYMN,
Cil. RECITATION OF THE TITLE, GOLDEN TEXT, AND
OUTLINE by the school in concert,
V. REVIEW AND APPLICATION OF THE LESSON by
JPastor ar Superintendent,

V. SUPPLEMENTAL LESSON. [Specfal lesson in the
Church C ism may here be d ]

VL ANNOUNCEMENTS [especially of the church service
and the Epworth League and week-evening
prayer meetings).

CLOSING SERVICE.

1. RINGING,
L1 RESPONSIVE SENTENCFS,

SUPYE. Although the fir tree shall not blossom,
nefther shall fruit be in the vines ;

8C100L. The labor of the olive shall fail, and the
Leld shall yield no meat;

8upr.  The flock shall be cut off from the fold,
and there shall be no herd in the stalls:
SCHOOL. Yet I will rejofce in the Lord, I will joy
in the God of my salvation.
1I1. DIsMISSION.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES I

CONTIN
LESSON X. CHRIST’S HUMILITY AND EXALTATION.

A.D.63.]

GOLDEN TEXT. Let this mind be in you,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,

Phil. 2. 1-11. [ Commit to memory verses 5-8.]
1 If there be therefore any consolation in
Christ, if any comfort af love, if any fellowship
of the Spirit, if any howels and mercies

2 Fulfill ye my joy, that ye be like-
having the same love, being of one accord, of one
mind.

3 Let nothing be done through strife or vain-
glory ; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem
others better than themselves.

4 Look not every man on his own thin
every man also on the things of others.

5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Je'sus @

6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it
not robbery to be equal with God :

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men:

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross.

9 Wherefore God also hath h ehly
and given him a name which is
name:

10 That at the name of Je'sus €
should bow, of things in heaven, anc
earth, and things under the carth

11 And that every tongue should eonfess that
Je'sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

2s, but

exalted him,
above every

very knee
1 things in

Time and Place.—This epistle was written |
from Rome to the Church in Philippi in Mace-
donia, during Paul’s imprisonment, about A.D.
63. The Church at Philippi wasthe birthplace |
of European Christianity (Acts 16), It was now
eleven years old. The Philippians were espe-
ctally fond of Paul, and four times they relieved
his needs by their gencrosity. The present
epistle was his response to their fourth loving
gift.,

Home Readings.

1-11,

. Meekness of Christ. Isa. 42. 1-T.
Lowly in heart. Matt, 11. 25-30.

. Lower than the angels, Heb, 2, 9-18,
Example of humility. John 13. 1-15.
First and last. Rev. 1. 1-8
Worthy the Lamb!  Rev. 5. 9-14.

. Christ’s Humility and Exaltation. Phil. 2. 1

N THE ACTS AND EPISTLES.—

UED.

(D 5o

which was also in Christ Jesus. Phil. 2. 5.

RevVISED VERSION,

1 If there is therefore any comfort in Christ,
if any consolation of love, if any fellow-
ship of the Spirit, if any tender mercies and

2 compassions, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be of
the same mind, having the same love, be-

3 ing of one accord, of one mind; duiny

nothing through faction or through vain-

glory, but in lowliness of mind each
counting other better than himself ; not look-
ing each of you to his own things, but each
of you also to the things of others. Have this
mind in you, which was also in Christ Je'sus:
who, being in the form of God, counted it
not a prize to be on an equality with God,

but emptied himself, taking the form of a

servant, being made in the likeness of men ¢

and being found in fashion as a man, he

humbled himself, becoming obedient i

unto death, yea, the death of the cross.

Wherefore also God highly exalted  hiny,

and gave unto him the name which is above

every name ; that in the name of Je'sus every
knee should bow, of things in heaven
and things on earth and things under the earth,
and that every tongue should confess that
Je'sus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

-

o

=3

@

1

Lesson Hymns.
No. 313, New Canadian Hymnal.

Lord, 1 care not for riches,
Neither silver nor gold ;

No. 312, New Canadian Hymnal,

Conducted by thy hand
Safe thro gh another year,

No. 352, New Canadian Hymnal.
There's a wideness in God’s mercy,
| Like the wideness of the sea;
? QUESTIONSFOR SENIOR SCHHOLARS,
| 1. The Loving Mind, v. 1-2.
\ What does Paul wish to have completed ?
What three things would this do ?
l What is meant by * like-minded?”
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How does Paul state it in Rom. 12, 16?

To what four motives does he appeal ?
2. The Lowly Mind, v. 3-8,

What motives should be avoided ?

How should we regard others ?

Whose interests should we try to promote ?

Who is the great example for us ?

What equality is Christ’s right ?

What lowly choice of form did he make ?

How did he further humble himself ¥

What proof have we that Christ’s death was
voluntary ?
3. The Loyal Mind, v. 9-11

How has God honored Jesus ?

What mark of homage is to be paid to him ?

What confession is to be made ?

What is the extent of Christ’s exaltation ¢ See
Eph. 1. 21,

Teachings of the Lesson,

1. Love brings joy. They are *“ fruits of the
Spirit ” which grow upon the same stalk.

2. “Before honor is humility.” The royal
highway leads through the valley, “lIie that
humbleth himself shall be exalted.”

3. “Lord of all.” That is the rightful title
of our King. He is worthy of all honor. He
shall yet receive all homage. IHave you bowed
to his scepter ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Loving Mind, v. 1-2.

What four motives to love are named in verse
1?

What do “bowels and mercies "mean ? Ten-
der feelings and compassion.

What does Paul ask them concerning his joy ¢
That it may be made full, or complete

What is it to be like-minded ?

How is this stated in Rom. 12,16 ?

What is it to have the same love ?

Why should Christians be united in heart ?

fhould those who love Christ love each other ? |

2. The Lowly Mind, v. 3-8,

What does the apostle forbid in verse 3 ¢

What does he urge ?

What is recommended in verse 4?

low is this to be construed?

What mind is recommended?  GorLpeN TEXT.

In what ¢ form,” or station, was Christ ?

How is this stated in John 1.1?

What is the meaning of verse 6, last clause ?
That Christ’s equality with God was no
act of robbery or selfish claim,

How did Christ humble himself ?

In whose likeness was he found ?

To what death did he submit ?

] For what purpose was this death? 1 Pe
3,18,
3. The Loyal Mind, v. 9-11.

What honor has God given to Christ ?

What honor is due the name of Jesus ?

What should every tongue confess ?

Practical Teachings,
Where in this lesson do we find—
1. That love brings joy ?
2. That humility obtains honor ?
8. That Christ is Lord of all ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUN4“ER
SCHOLARS.,

ITow was Paul called to preach at Philippi?

What did the Church become there ¥

What is the law of Christ’s kingdom ¥

If we have received comfort from love, what
should we do?

What does love cause us to he ?

What kind of a mind had Jesus ?

How did he show his lowly mind ?

How did he show his loving mind ?

How did he show his peaceable mind ?

How has he been exalted ?

What does true lowliness do? Lifts up, or
exalts,

What shall every tongue yet confess ?

Questions to Answer to Yourself,
Jesus had alowly mind. Have I?
Jesus had a loving mind, Have I ?
Jesus was a peacemaker. Am I

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school,)

1. What are we first taught in this lesson?
| 'The importance of unity in the Church.

2. Whose interests are we most to think
about? The interests of others,

3 Whose mind are we to have? GOLDEN

E ¢¢ Let this mind be in vou,*? ete.
4 What was he originally ¥~ In the form of

Ga
|

6 W hat did he humble himself to be? In
h as a man.
6. To what did he become obedient? The
death of the cross.
7. What has God given him? A name thai
shall be above every name,
8. What shall every tongue confess? That
Jesus Christ is Lord.

OUR CHURCH CATECHISM,
83. Why did the Son of God become man?
That He might teach us His heavenly doctrine,
set us a pattern of perfeet holiness, and lay down

H:s life as the price of our redemption.
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THE LESSON OUTLINE.
BY J, L. HURLBUT, D.D.

¢ Let this mind be in you.””
1. A UniTep MiND, IV. A SELF-DENYING MIND,
Of one accord. v. 1,2 Took.. . .form of a sereant, v, 5-8,
All of one mind. 1 Peter 3. 8, Flesh and blood....took part. Heb, 2. 14,
All speak the same. 1 Cor. 1. 10. I lay down my life. John 10. 17, 18,
11. A Lowry MIND, V. A LoyaL MiND,
I lowliness of mind, v. 4. Every knee should bow, v. 9, 10.
Clothed with humility, 1 Peter 5. 5. One Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 8, 6.
To this man will 1 look. Isa. 66, 2. blessing. Rev. 5. 13,
111. AN UnNseLFisg MIND, VI. A WiTNEssING MIND,
Look not., .. .on his own, v, 4. Every tougue should confess, v. 11.
Every man another’s wealth, 1 Cor. 10. 24, With the mouth confession. Rom, 10, 9, 10,
Bear.. .one another’s burdens. Gal. 6. 2. Ye shall be witnesses, Acts 1. 8,

:XPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

None of the churches founded by Paul was dearer to his heart than the church at Philippi, in Mace-
donia, on the shore of the Kgean Sea. At Philippi he had first preached the Gospel in Europe ; it
was associated with the memory of Lydia, whose heart the Lord opened to the Gospel, and her
house to the apostle; and of the jailer who amid the rocking earthquake submitted to Christ and
bowed at the feet of his prisoner to hear the Gospel, Ten years had passed since those stirring
scenes, and more than once Paul had refreshed his weary heart in the delightful companionship of
the Philippian church, Now he was a prisoner at Rome, separated from his friends and surrounded
by unsympathizing strangers. One day there is a weleome change in the monotony of his prison
lite. A familiar step is heard upon the corridor, the door opens, and before him stands a messenger
from the church at Philippi, bringing their greetings and a provision for his necessities, In five
years of absence they have not forgotten their former pastor, and send to him across five hundred
miles substantial tokens of their affection, In return the apostle writes to them the Epistle to the
Philippians, brimful of expressions of love, a letter which reveals to us more of his heart than any
other of his writings. Butin all his tenderness heis faithful to their best interests.  For, discerning
the germs of party strife and selfish ambition, he pleads with them, for the sake of the love which
they bear toward him, to show affection for one another and lowliness of mind. And he holds up
before them the example of Christ, who sought not his own honor, but left a throne for a cross that
he might redeem us,

Verse 1. If here does not express doubt but | as the most acceptable human worship such inti-

"

stunds for “as ™ or *“since,” to emphasize the  mate communion of soul as lovers have with each
affirmation. Paul expected goon to return to the ! other; a fellowship so tender that “‘as a man
Philippians.  With pleasure he thought of their | would talk witha friend " s0 a Christian may talk
hearty joy at again meeting him. Phil. 1. 26. | with God. Such a fellowship binds Christians
T'herefore. Because of this happy prospect of closeto each other. Bowelsof mercies, Ten-
the renewal of intimate associations he pleads dernesses and compassions ; yearning emotions.
that their affectionate joy shall find expression in In antique times bowels were regarded as the seat
holy deeds.  Consolation in Christ. The Re- | of mercy and affection, much as the heart isnow.
vised Version changes this to “comfortin ('hrlst.”: 2. Fulfill ye my joy. We have spoken of
Better still would be  exhortation.” By his holy | the joy of the Philippians ; Paul's joy will be ful-
life, by his conflict with evil, by his patience in | filled by the knowledge that they are perfectly de-
suffering, Christ constantly exhorts us. Com- | veloped in these Christian graces and virtues,
fort of love. The consolation of tenderness « Fulfill ” means “ make full.” The Philippians
and affectionate compassion. Fellowship of | were a source of constant joy to Paul: his epistle
the Spirit. Communion with God, who is a | to them has been fitly called a love letter, for in
Spirit, and who, if worshiped at all, must be | very few letters of the same brevity are there to
worshiped in spirit and in truth, and who regards | be found 8o many endearing phrases, The third
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verse of the first chapter—* I thank my God upon
every remembrance of you "’—sounds the keynote
of the epistle, But, much as he loved them and
proud as he was of them, he could not help ob-
serving that * they didnot walk in perfect unity.”
It now they will so walk his joy will be * ful-
filled,” filled full, completed. Beingofone ac-
cord, Harmonized. Of one mind. A unitin
sentiment. Chrysostom explains Paul’s tautology
here by saying, *“ He repeats himself beeause of
his exceeding great earnestness.’

3. Let nothing be done through strife.
“ Never act from separate interests ;' have no
factions ; entertain no thought of self-seeking or
vainglory, Lowliness of mind. The oppo-
site of all pride, whether of family, wealth, learn-
ing, or ability. Leteach esteem other better
than themselves, * Lowliness of mind ™ will
lead to this, for if one is honest in self-judgment, ‘.
and charitable in judgment of others, one will
push hig Christian neighbor toward superior po-
sitions rather than to seek them for one’s self,

4. Look not. Do not attentively gaze; aim
not. Every man on hisown things. Benot
sclf-centered. *“ Do nothing through cl.’-inl(-rl'sl}
in the things of God.” DButevery man also
on the things of others. Another repetition, ‘
Strife in the Philippian church gave Paul much
uneasiness, and serves to explain, to some degree,
this exhortation. What the quarrel was about is
not known, The Christians of Philippi were poor, |
und were just now in special trouble, ]wo!mhl;"
from persecution. 2 Cor. 8, 1,23 Phil. 1. 28-30,
Some phase of these afflictions may have led to
discussion ; or their flourishing progress as a
church may have caused spiritual pride and led to
rivalry and jealon

5. Let this mind be in you. “Think thlsi
in yourselves.” Which was also in Christ
Jesus. Who is our Example as well as our Re-
deemer, |

6. Who, being in the form of God. The
simplest explanation of thisrefers it to our Lord’s
existence before hislife on earth, * Form ™ here
does not mean shave, but nature, character,
mode of manifestation, and differs from the word
rendered * fashion.” Here it seems intended to
describe the mode by which God expresses his
essential personality. He who afterward mani-
fested himself in human nature (verse ¥) mani-
fested himself originally as God—manifested all
divine perfections. The *form of God” was
laid aside by Christ in his incarnation. Thought
it not robbery to be equal with God.
“ Deemed not his being on an equality with God
a thing earnestly to be desired.” It was better
to lay it aside so as to be identified with humanity.

“Christ’s great object was to identify himself

)
with humanity ; not to appear te men as divine,
but as human. Had he come into the world em-
phasizing his equality with God the world would
have been amazed, but not saved. He did not
grasp at this : the rather he counted humanity his
prize, and so laid aside the condition of his pre-
existent state and became man.”—JM. R, Vincent,

7. Made himself of no reputation.
“Emptied himself.” **Himself ’is the emphatic
word here, not the verb. He not only did not
enrich himself, but heemptied himself. e used
his equality with God as an opportunity not for
self-exaltation, but for self-abasement.” —A/ford.
But of what did he empty himself ?  Of the * form
of God,” mentioned in the last verse ; not the es-
sential nature of God, but the manner of its
manifestation. Took upon him the form of
a servant, Nature, character, mode of mani-
festation, as before. He now expressed his god-
likeness in a slave’s body and with a slave’s en-
vironments, This shows that what Christ deemed
“‘a thing to earnestly desire” (verse 6) was no
divine sovereignty but divine service, Made in
the likeness of men. Born into the world.

8. Being found in fashion as a man. As
if his divine goodness shone out so brightly even
through the heavy casket of flesh that men when
they met him were led to expect something better
than humanity, and were surprised to find him so
much like other men, * When we saw him there
was no beauty that we should desire him.” Isa,

2. He humbled himself. A further act of
self-deninl.  And became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross. Ilis
obedience reached even to death, which was its
climax : to the death of the cross, the most cursed
of deaths,

9. Wherefore, Because of this self-humili-
ation. God also hath exalted him., Made
him supereminent, Given p a name which
is above every name. ‘“Name’ often car-
ries in the Bible the sense of character, and
sometimes of person; here, however, it is to be
understood literally of *‘Jesus, the name that
charms our fears, That bids our sorrows cease.”
According to Eph, 1. 20, 21 the man Christ Jesus
“igexalted to the right hand of God, far above all
principality, and power, and might and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in this
world, but also in that which is to come,”

10. That at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow. One purpose of the supereminent
exaltation o1 Jesus was that in his name every
prayer shall be offered, Things in heaven,
and things in earth, and things under the
earth. This is an oriental way of saying all in-
telligences. They may be classified, if one so
choose, into the angels of God, living men, and
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dead men ; * the.glorified Church, the living mili-
tant Church, and the unsaved departed—a com-
prehensive designation of all men,”—Curry.

Absolute governor Sce 1 Cor. 12, 3. To the
glory of God the Father. Which isthe issue
and result of all this confession and the great

11. Every tongue. Every one of each of | end of our Lord’s mediation. John Calvin writes,

the classes named. Should confess. Should
acknowledge. That Jesus Christ is Lord. |

“Read chapters 5 and 17 of John's gospel, and
you will have the exposition of this text.”

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 2. Be likesminded, having the
same love. That is, like-minded ‘‘with”
Christ. Verses 1 and 5. The Christian’s rule of
conduct is not a set of rules by which all particu-
lar cases are determined. It is rather the in-
ward principle of love, It is the movement of
the heart that determines the bent of the mind,
its perceptions, its will. A loving heart is more
accurate in its judgments than a judicial mind.
Errors of judgment arise not so much from a
weakness of the thinking faculty as from u.[uull
of the affections. The safest way to see things

as Christ sees them is to love him. Love is the
supremest wisdom. Springing out of love are |
consolation, encouragement, comfort, spiritual
fellowship, bowels (the supposed rest of the emo- [
tions), mercies, joy, unity.

The reverse of love is strife, conceit, pride, |
selfishness. Among Christian brethren these |
should not exist. Whenever they do, it is al
proof of a defect of love. Hence the exhortation
of verses 3-5.

Curist’'s HUMILIATION,

Verses 5-8 have called forth volumes of theo-
Jogical controversy. This, however, is not be-
causge of any obscurity in the form of statement,
for that is remarkably clear, but because of the
profound meanings of the facts here stated.
Human eyes are dazzled by the light of a great |
luminary. Here, however, are disclosed several |
facts which may be taught without fear of ob-
seurity.

1. The preexistence of Jesus in the glory of an
equality with God. 1t was the purpose of these
verses to teach the humility rather than the
divinity of Jesus, But in order to that, his eter-
nal sonship is clearly implied. And that was his
own teaching concerning himself. “ Before
Abraham was, Iam.” John 8, 58. * What and if
ye see the Son of man ascend up where he was
before #” John 6. 62, *‘Father, glorify thou
me with thine own self with the glory which
1 had with thee before the world was.” John
17. 5. *To him birth did not appear as a tran-
sition from nothingness into existence, but the
passage from the fullness of divine life into the

state of dependence which belongs to man.”—
Godet,

2. A voluntary venouncing of tnat glovy, by virtue
of which he became man, ** Made himself of no
reputation.” The Revised Version reads cor-
rectly, “He emptied himself.” Of what was
Jesus emptied ?  Certainly not of his divinity.
Form (morpha) is not essence (ousia) or nature
(phusis), The form cannot exist without the es-
sence, but the essence may exist without the
form. In verse 6 the grammatical construction
as well as the connection of thought makes the
two phrases there used identical in significance.
“Being in the form of God” and ‘‘to be on an
equality with God.” Revised Version. They
describe the state of existence, not the essence
of being. What Paul teaches is that when Jesus
became man, he exchanged the divine form for
the human form of existence. In becoming in-
carnate he descended from the sovercign heights
of equality with God to the human condition of
dependence,

3. A continuwous act of self-huwmuliation which
culminated in the suffeving of death on the cross.
“The form of a servant.,”” The Revised Ver-
sion more clearly expresses the idea that the
purpose of the incarnation was that he who had
been exalted to the form of God might take the
form ol a servant. The Greek signifies * bond
servant "—*glave.” “Took.” The verb is ac-
tive, while in the other clause—‘ was made "—it
is passive. It was his will to be as one who
served. And that service he carried even to the
point of death—and that the death of the cross—
the deepest ignoring to which even a slave can
be subjected. He, the Author of life, stoops to
the service of dying !

Cunrist’s EXALTATION.

1. His vestoration to the deity condition which he
woluntarily laid aside for a time, But there is no
hint of his renunciation of the humanity which
he had assumed. He forever retains his human
nature. This exaltation of the human Jesus to

the Deity state is proof of the close kinship of
our nature with the divine—a kinship as close
as that of father and son,

2. Preeminence among all the sons of God.
Paul elsewhere speaks of him in our final des-
tiny as *The firstborn among many brethren.”
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Rom. 8,29, Ieis first not only in point of time,
but in that it is only by his service—his incarna-
tion, suffering, death and resurrection—that we
are elevated to the condition of sons at all, In
his name alone are we able to come to God.

3. The worship qof all intelligences,  * Every
knee shall bow.” Kneeling is the attitude of
worship, Paul, in speaking of the preeminence
of Jesus, says, in the Epistle to the Colossians,
that “things in heaven were reconciled unto
him” by the blood of the cross, 1. 20. In
what sense the heavenly intelligences may be
said to be reconciled by the cross, we are un-
able to say. Certainly not in the sense of the
pardon of their sins——possibly in the sense of
being so established in the love of God by what
was exhibited in the sufferings and death of Je-
sus (1 Peter 1. 12) which they had studied, that
their fall is made forever impossible, Certain it
is that in some way all the glorious ones nre
bound to Jesus in worshipful love and before his
throne ery, *“ Holy! holy! holy!” We are in
sympathy with the suggestion that even * evil
spirits (2 Peter 2. 4) will be constrained to recog-
nize and acknowledge Jesus as the sovercign
Lord."-=Macknight.

4. Universal soveveignty, verse 11.

5. The showing forth forever of the glory of God.
Jesus, when in the flesh, prayed * Glorify thy
Son, that thy Son may also glorify thee.” John
17. 1. That was the purpose for which he hum-
bled himself. That isthe supreme motive for the
exaltation of his humanity to a participation in
the divine state. From him shines forth as no-
where else in the universe the perfections of God,
In him alone is the lost race restored to the Father,
By him is ruined nature recovering its ancient or-
der.  In him are the angelic hosts confirmed and
established in God.

Thoughts for Young People.
How We May Be Christlike.

1. By not secking great things for owrselves we may
become like Christ ; by not determining to secure
our own rights, but living to *serve the present
age,” todo go .4 to the bodies and souls of men.
Verses 5, 6,

2. By sacrifiing onr own interests and humbling
onrselves we may grow like owr Lord.  He humbled
himself ; but how often we are disposed to exalt
ourselves. Verse7.

3. By placing owrselves wpon the same level with
those whom we wonld benefit we may grow like him.
Verses 8, 9. Perhaps the greatest practical need
of the Christian Church to-day is ready sympathy
with all the moods of men, The most wonderful

thing about our Lord was the way he had of
standing at the standpoint of the soul that ap-
proached him, Nicodemus and *the woman that
was a sinner,” the thief on the cross and Zacche-
‘ us in the sycamore, the baby boys who received
|

|

his tender blessing and the hungry people who
ate his loaves and fishes, Mary in her holy rhap-
sody, Martha in her Kitchen, Lazarus in his grave-
| clothes—all sorts of folks in all sorts of moods—
felt that Jesus stood close beside them, with the
intimate knowle lge and sympathy of an unusual
brother. If he had not made them feel so he
could not have done them so much good. What-
ever hostile people said against Jesus, no sinner
ever said, “Ie doesn’t understand me.” But
alas! alas! few sinners say anything else about
Jesus's dise'ples now, Why ? ““Sympathy,” says
Dr. Pentecc st, ¢ is two hearts tugging at one load
beneath one sorrow.”

4., DBy seeking as our highest honor that which
comes from doing good to others we may grow like him,
Verses 9, 10, *““ Do good to others; pray for them
which despitefully use you and persecute you.”

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY J. T. GRACEY, DD,

In a previous note mention was made of the
cugtom to write letters through some professional
writer, as many business men and others to-day
dictate to a stenographer, and of the ancient
usage being like our own custom, that the per-
son dictating a letter should himself write his
name, instanced by Paul with his “ own hand ”
either as an exception writing a *“long epistle,”
or adding in large letters his own signature. A
pretty instance of oriental usage comes fresh to
our hand. One day a school girl was riding her
bicycle to school, when she was observed by the
great general of China, Li Hung Chang, and
by a series of events not now possible to relate,
a correspondence ensued between the great Vice-
roy Li and the little girl. In one of these letters
he says, ** I have dictated this letter to my secre-
tary, who wrote down my words. Now I will
take my Chinese pen, which is a thin bamboo
stick with a soft brush at the end of it like a
camel’s hair pencil, and write my name for you,
fine and large, with my own hand.” This doubt-
less is much the way in which St. Paul, when
chained to a soldier in Rome, wrote his epistle to
the Philippians, to Timothy, and to others.

Verse 10.  Every knee shall bow at the name of
Jesus now or hereafter. The Jews stood in pub-
lic prayer as did Persians and Egyptians, though

the latter sometimes kneeled before their gods.
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The Arabs, and following them all \luhulnnu-.Ll
ans assume nine postures, four of which un"
standing ones, in three of these the hands are |
reverentially folded, a postare assumed before
kings and great men. Kneeling i
seribed as a posture in prayer, csp
vate devotions. Three forms of kneelingin prayer
occur in Moslem worship,  The Hebrews, like the
Egyptians, sometimes prostrated themselves upon
the ground, the body being thrown flat upon the
ground resting on knees, arms, and head, The
monuments at Thebes represent persons kneeling
upon only one knee,  The monuments also show
persons prostrating themselves and kissing the
border of the garments or the fect of the superior,
or the carth. It was usual also for persons to
bow on bended knees to receive the ‘ blessing ” ‘
of the aged or of asuperior person. This is com-

mon enough in the East at the present time, as
in fact, are all the attitudes to which allusion h
been made. It is common enough, too, when the
forerunners or outriders call out the name of the
prince even on ordinary occasions, such as his
taking a morning or evening ride, for whole mul-
titudes to prostrate themselves on the ground till
he has passed by The he rald does not merely
call his name, but all his princely titles, and not
content with this piles up complimentary ones
such as * Patron of the poor,” “Protector of
learning,” “ The just administrator through
whom all have prospe " 4The great one by
whom the world ' Thus when the
« Name " of Jesus shall be proclaimed with his
wonderful titles descriptive of his attributes,
every knee ghall bow, The gods of the hoathen |
were local, some of them with power only on the |
hills, some only in plains, some only over one
kind of business,such as brickyards or canals.
Some had power only in the heavens, some only
in caverns and under the earth, some in the re-
gion of departed spirits ; but this asserts that all
the devotees of all these gods, whether they are
above or below, and all the superior or inferior
beings shall one and all prostrate themselves like
the orientals before their superiors, and all shall
ghout, as orientals do the name of their gods, that
¢ Jesus is Lord 1"

moves,”

By Way of lllustration.

BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

Verses 1 and 2. Christian Unity. 1 listened to
a large company of people singing the Halle-
lujah Chorus, led by orchestra and organ. There
were many instruments and many voices and
geveral parts, and an infinite variety in the tone,
and yet the music was perfect harmony, because |

SUNDAY SCHHOOL BANNE

| with one theme.

| called
| nobleman was on his w

[Dee. 5.

they all followed one leader and one theme.
They were all striving for the same thing under
the same commander, 8o the Christian Church
in its various orms is united under one lewder
The two foreigners who were
Christians who met on a steamship md could
not understand each others’ langua:
to exchange one sentence only. It was * Praise
God 1" and because this showed * fellowship of
{he Spirit and the comfort of love” these men
«cord and one mind,

Verses 3-8, The mind of Christ, For mi
years an old man used to sweep the street cross
ings near the Houses of Parliament in return for
e was absent for several days and ‘he
v looked him up. e found him
The missionary asked
“No, Mr. Glad-

ere able

were of one ¢

pennics,
city mission
sick in an attic chamber.
if he had been left all alone.
stone called and read to me,”

The biographer of the late Earl of Shaftsbury
says, that one night the Earl would bein his
place in the House of Lords making the walls
ring with his appeals, and the next night at the
vagrant’s hiding-places, rousing the poor sleepers
from their beds of rotten straw, filthy with vermin,
and leading them to the Ragged Schools, there to
git by their side and by loving counsel stir in
them hopes and longings for a true life. To
have seen him at 8t. Giles Refuge talking to
rageed, homeless boys, drawing from them
frank confessions as to their vicious and er
nal habits, kindling in them hopes for an honest
life, was an impressive lesson,  He was president
of the Ragged 8chool Union and was proud of
his office.  The hootblacks and donkey-drivers
him “our Earl” When this English
s to receive military
honors as Lord Licutenant of his county, he
stopped his carriage and gave Lis place to a lame
old woman hobbling along the road while he
mounted the box beside the coachman.

Vorses 0-11,  Christ's Eraltation. The old mas-
ters have tricd to paint pictures of the exaltation
of Christ. They put him on golden thrones
sparkling with jewels. They have the nations
worshipping him, kings giving him their crowns,
soldiers giving him their swords, poets laying
their wreaths at his feet, and hosts of carth and
heaven bowing before him, We know that this
is only a faint picture of what shall be. With
every sunrise Jesus is increasing his reign in hu-
man hearts. I stood with an immense throng
who sang, *“ All hail the power of Jesus name,”’
and there came to me a dim realization of the
day when every nation, and every tribe shall
bring forth the royal diadem and “crown him,
Lord of all.”




2, 8,

eme.,
nder
urch
auder
were
ould
able
'raise
fip of
men

many
TONS-
‘n for
d he
| him
asked
Glad-

shury
n his
walls
at the
2 L s
rin,
were to
tir in
o To
ng to
them
crimi-
honest
sident
md of
Irivers
nglish
itary
ty, he
o lame
ile he

d mas-
Itation
hrones
ations
rowns,
laying
th and
1at this
With
tin hu-
throng
name,”’
of the
e shall
m him,

Dee. 5.] SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 719

Heart Talks on the Lesson, “ﬂllnu to be held to, if, by giving it up, he could
hetter save the lost world.  Position, possession,

| were not to be thought of when the good of
Our lesson to-day strikes the keynote of teuly | others was at stuke,

noble and beautiful living, Jesus is in every-| | pray the Holy Spirit may teach you, as [
thing the model of a perfeet life, a happy life, & | cannot in human words, what it means that
victoriously exalted life,  If we will only learn of | Jesus “emptied himself” of everything he pos-
him, and follow as closely as possible in his steps, | sessed exceept his essential divinity, that he might
we shall find the path of true greatness as well as | be the helper of the helpless, the saviour of the
of true joy. !lust! How does our selfish care for personal
The golden text says, “Let this mind be in | ease, position, wealth, which hinders our doing
you which was also in Christ Jesus.,”  If we get ‘cwn a little service for others, look in contrast
his mind, that is, the same disposition of heart | with such royal denial of self as this? Just
that he had, and which the Holy Spirit will give | think of letting our little Hossessions stand in the
us if we ask, it will be easy to walk in his steps. | way of serving others, w th the example of Jesus
We cannot live as Jesus lived unless we have his | before us!  And see the outcome of such noble
mind within us. I am sure if you get a rlvurlli\'lug. e is “highly cxalted.”” At the name
view of what his mind really was, and is, it will | which stands for unse!ish love, sacrifice, serv-
look to you so lovely that your whole heart will | ice, every knee shall bow | “Lam among you as
go out in the prayer of the hymn, “Give me thy | one that serveth,” he said,  And yet every tongue
meek and lowly mind, And stamp thine image | shall confess him Lord ! Remember that he has
on my heart.” told us that if we suffer with him we shall also
I do not know but it would be safe to say there | reign with him. There is a heaveniy secret here,
is only one sin in the world, and that is selfish- | I trust you will learn it.  The mind which was in
ness ; certainly selfishness is the root of all the | Christ Jesus, the lowly, loving, self-forgetting
wrongs and unhappiness of the world, Living | mind, develops a roral character which shall
for sclf, thinking only of self, pleasing one’s | have the right to reign in joint heirship with
self-—=is not that the “mind” which is in most | Jesus forever. The mind is given by the Holy
people?  And do you know anything more un- 1 Spirit in us; the character develops throuzh
lovely and disagreeable than a thoroughly selfish | little acts of kindness, unselfishness, self-denial,
person ? one who always wants the best for | day by day.
himself ; who must be saved first; who never S
considers the comfort or convenience of others, ;
If you know such persons what estimate do you The "Teachers’ Meeting.
put upon them ?  Are they exalted in your admi- An opening talk or questions about Philippi,
ration or your love? Do you like to be with [ situation, planting of the Church, Paul's relation
them, and do you count them among your best | to it, ete....The Epistie to Philippians, cireum-
friends? Nothing makes selfishness appear so  stances of writing, scope and aim, and subjects,
hateful as to bring it in contrast with the oppo- | ....A map might be drawn showing the journey
site disposition. Nothing makes us so ashamed | of Epaphroditus, the bearer of this epistle from
of our own mean, little, self-seeking as the open-  Rome to Philippi....Two aspects of this lesson,
hearted generosity and goodness which we see | 1. What it teaches about Christ: (1) His pre-exist-
and acknowledge in others, ! ence, He is represented as living before he was
Look now at Jesus, and see in contrast, how | born, as being the 8on of God in heaven before
poor and despicable our selfish lives appear. He  he was the Son of man on earth; (2) His divinity,
was highest in heaven, equal with God, worshiped | Notice the meaning of “ form of God ™ as ex-
by angels, and surrounded with the glory and | plained in the notes; (3) His humanity which was
honor of heavenly royalty. “All things were | genuine and real, though that thought is not em-
created by him and for him,” and he is the pos- ; phasized in the text of this lesson as much as in
sessor of all things, All this was his right, and | other parts of the Bible: (4) His death. In a true
it could not have been demanded of him to give | sense his life was not taken from him, he gave it
it up, if he had chosen otherwise. If he had | up. He died that we might never die: (5) His ex-
looked on his own things and not on the things | altation which is far above all principalities and
of others he wonld never have left the glory | powers, eternal in the heavens. 1I. What i
which he had with the Father before the world | teaches about Christians, They should be: (1) One
was, and become a man, poor, despised, re-lln mind and live united so closely that differences
jected by the very people he came to save. But | and strifes shall be impossible, mutually helpful;

BY MRS, J. H, KNOWLES,

he considered all this, though his right, not a | (2) Humble. The world honors wealth, power,
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high birth, ambition, self-assertion. Christ honors
Jowliness of mind, the esteem of others more than
one's self, the care for others’ prosperity as well
as for one’s self; (3) Sympathy. One of the
special duties of the Christian is to extend sym-
pathy to all, whether in joy or in sorrow, whether
friend or foe, whether near or afar; (4) Self-de-
nying. As Christ emptied himself, renounced
his glory that he might save men, so let us deny
ourselves that we may lift up others; (5) Loyal.
We should own Christ as our Master, bow to
him and confess him to be Lord of all,

Before the Class.
BY REV. A. H, MC KINNEY.

Material needed. Pads, map, large envelope
marked * Philippians ,”’ small cross, crown.

Introduction. Show envelope, and ask : From
what epistle is to-day’s lesson taken? When,
where, by whom, to whom, why was this epistle
written ? [Recall Lesson VIL] Bhow site of
Philippi on map, and ask concerning the city :
Where was it? After whom named? For what
noted? Concerning the church at Philippi, ask :
When was it founded? By whom? Under what
circumstances?  Picture Paul in the jail at Phil-
ippi. [Refer to Lessons I and III of the Third
Quarter.] Read and have the members of the class
read the whole of the epistle. We will firet view
Christ under different aspects, and then consider

what his followers should be. ~

CHRIST.

Four pictures help us to understand Paui’s
teaching in this lesson. Let the class write on
their pads the names of the pictures as follows:

1. Christ in Glory. Verse 6. Ask: Before
Jesus was born on earth, where was he ? With
whom was he equal? What was he doing ? Who
were his servants? In these days when the divin-
ity of Christ is so much questioned, we need
much positive teaching on this truth. Let the
teacher study such Seriptures as John 1, 1-5;
10. 803 17. 53 Col. 1. 15-16; Heb. 1. 8, so as to be
able to make this picture very impressive.

2, Christ as a Servant, Verse 7. Ask: How
did Jesus enter this world? Why? What social
position did his earthly parents occupy? How
did he spend his youth? How did he spend his
manhood * What did he say about a place to lay
his head? What did ke teach about service?
Luke 22. 26. What illustration of this did he
give? John 15, 5. Picture Jesus going about as
the servant of ail,

3. Christ on the Cross.

Verse 8, Show the

|cross and do not be afraid to tell again the old,
iold story of our Baviour's death thereon. By
| questioning draw out the facts that Jesus had
\pu\\'cr to save himself from the cross, that he
hung there of his own will, and that it was for
the sins of the members of the class that he died.
| Have the class repeai 1 Peter2, 24 and John 3, 16,
| and explain the meaning of these verses,

4, Christ Eralted. Verses 9-11, Ask: Whet has
God done to Christ? What name has he given
him ? What is the meaning of this name? What
shall every knee do to Jesus? What shall every
tongue confess? The teacher cannot make too
realistic his picture of Christ’s exaltation nor too
strong his teaching on this subject. See Rev. b.
12-14. Show crown, and dwell on the fact that
the humble Jesus is now crowned Lord of all.

CHRIST'S FOLLOWERS

may test their love to him and the reality of their
professions by the answers which they honestly
give tothe question : Is the mind of Christinme ?
Call for Golden Text. The lesson shows to what
the mind of Christ leads.

1. Unity. Versel, Where thereare strife, vain-
glory, and discord, the mind of Christ is absent,
It makes no difference whether persons call them-
selves Christians or not, the presence of these
things is evidence of the absence of Christ. The
nearer we get to Christ and the more we are filled
with his spirit, the more united we are in thought
and purpose.

9. Love, Verse 2. Ask: What are the two great
commands ? What impressive illustration of love
did Jesus give? Luke 10. 20-37. How did Jesus
prove his love for us? [8how cross.] How may
we prove our love for him? Of what advantage
is it to say that we believe in Jesus and yet have
notlove? Have some one read to the class 1 Cor.
13 from the Revised Version.

3. Humility. Verse 3. A proud person cannot
enter the kingdom, because there is no place for
pride in heaven, Satan could not remain there
because he was proud. Have some one read Matt.
18, 2-3. What three tests of humillty are given in
verses 3 and 4 of our lesson ?

CONCLUSION.
Have the class print on their pads :
TO BECOME -
s JIUMBLE AND LOVING,

I MUST KNOW CHRIST,
I MUST LET HIM FILL ME.
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OPTIONAL HYMNS,

O for a heart to praise my God.
I lay my sins on Jesus,
Saviour, let me still abide.
Prince of peace.

Blessed assurance.

Father, to thee my soul I lift.
Jesus, only Jesus,

O my Saviour.

Happy the souls to jesus joined,
Jesus, in whom the Godhead’s rays,

Blackboard.
BY J. T. HARTNAGEL, E8Q.

URdbit i D

A. D. 66.] LESSON XI. PAU

L’S LAST WORDS, [Dec. 12.

GOLDEN TEXT. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the

faith,
AUTHORIZED VERSION,
2 Tim. 4. 1-8, 16—18 [ Commit to memory
s 6-8.)

1-22.]

1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the
Lord Je'sus Christ, who shall judge the quick and
the dead at his appearing and his kingdom ;

2 Preach the word ; be instant in season, out
of season j reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-
suffering and doctrine.

3 For the time will come when they will not en-
dure sound doetrine ; but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears ;

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables,

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflic-
tions,do the work of an evangelist,make full proof
of thy ministry,

6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the
time of my departure is at hand.

7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished iy
course, 1 have kept the faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, shall give me at that day : andnot to me
(mh but unto all them also that love his appear-

lﬁ At my first answer no man stood with me,
but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may
not be laid to their charge.

17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me,
and strengthened me ; that by me the preac hing
might be fully known, and that all the Gen'tiles
might hear : and I was ! delivered out of the mouth
of the lion,

18 And the Lord shall deliver me from every
evil work, and will preserve me unto his heav: enly
k\ingdum to whom be glory forever and ever.
Amen.

2Tim 4. 7.

REVISED VERSION,
1 Icharge thee in the sight of God, and of
Christ Jesus, who shall judge the quick and
the dead, and by his appearing and his king-
dom ; preach the word ; be instant in geason,
out of season j reprove, rebuke, exhort, with
all longsuffering and teaching, For the time
will come when they will not endure the sound
doctrine ; but, having itching ears, will heap
to themselves teaches after their own lusts:
and will turn away their ears from the truth,
5 and turn aside unto fables, But be thou
sober in all things, suffer hardship, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfill thy ministry.
5 For I am already being offered, and the time
of my departure is come. I have fought the
good fight, I have finished the course, I have
kept the faith : henceforth there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at
that day : and not only to me, but also to all
them that have loved his appearing.

At my first defence no one took my part, but
all forsook me : may it not belaid to their ac-
7 count. But the Lord stood by me, and

strengthened me ; that through me the mes-

sage might be fully proclaimed, and that all
the Gen'tiles might Lear : and I was delivered
18 out of the mouth of the lion, The Lord will
deliver me from every evil work, and will save
me unto his heavenly kingdom : to whom be
the glory forever and ever, Amen.

-

@

-

The Second Epistle to Timothy was
probably the last of Paul’s writings, It is sup-

posed to have been written about 66 or 67 A, D., |

and shortly before Paul’s death, Timothy is
first mentioned in Acts 16, 1. His father was a
Gireek and his mother a Jewess, Refer to Acts
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17. 143 18. 53 19, 22;
touching sadness pervades this epistle, but it is

still full of bright hope.
Iome Readings.

M. Paul’s Last Words, 2 Tim. 4, 1-18.

7. Last words of Moses, Deut, 31, 1-13.
W, Joshua's exhortation. Josh. 23, 1-11.
Th. Holding fast the truth, 1John 2. 18-25,
F.  Looking for mercy. Jude17-25.

S. Looking upward. Phil, 3. 13-21.

S.  The crown of life. James 1.1-12.

Lesson Hymns.

No. 227, New Canadian Hymnal.
T'll praise my Maker while I've breath,
And when my voice is lost in death,

No. 231, New Canadian Hymnal.
Oh, happy day that fixed my choice
On thee, my Saviour and my God !

No. 36, New Canadian Hymnal
1 need thee every hour,
Most gracious Lord ;

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHO LARS.
1. The Final Charge, v. 1-5.
In whose presence is the ¢harge given ?
What five duties are enjoined ?
What reasons ars given for fidelity ?
What is the final charge?
2. The Finished Work, v. 6-8.
For what event was Paul ready ?
What did he say of his past record? GOLDEN
TeXT.
Forwhat reward did he confidently look ¥
Who else will receive it ?

To whom does James say the crown is sure?

See James 1. 12,

What is our Lord’s gracious promise? Rev.2.10,
3. The Lord’s Deliverance, v. 16-18,

Who deserted Paul in trial ?

Who stood by him ?

Why was he delivered ?

What was Paul’s confidence for the future?

What was his praise offering ¥

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. ** Preach the word 3 teach the word ; honor |

God's truth. Nothing is so effective for good

It is a sword, a hammer, a fire, a light : the one
efficient instrument of power which God lms‘

given,

2. “ A crown of righteousness’ waits for al
truly righteous, Fidelity isthe condition of coro
nation,
to a throue,

From the lowliest sphere one may step

20, 3,4; Rom. 16, 21, .\' 3, “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the

! godly.” Healways has delivered them. He will
| deliver them. No enemy can succeed against

| him who is in alliance with God.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. The Final Charge, v. 1-5.
What charge did Paul make to Timothy ?
Before whom is the charge made ?
What kind of hearers would he have ?
What additional charge isgiven? Verse 5.
2. The Finished Work, v. 6-8,
For what was Paul ready ?
What was at hand ?
What does he say concerning his life course ?
| GoLpeN TexT,
What was prepared for him ?
To what others will it be given?
3. The Lord’s Deliverance, v. 16-18,
What happenened when Paul was arraigned
before the emperor ?
What was his prayer?
Who did not desert him ?
For what did he believe his life had been
spared ?
From what peril was he at that time delivered ?
From what greater peril did he trust the Lord
to deliver him?
To what was he confident the Lord would pre-
serve him ?
Practical Teachings.
Where does this lesson teach—
1. The duties of the Christian teacher?
2. The reward of faithful obedience ?
3, The faithfulness of God ?

|

|

| QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

‘ To whom did Paul write two letters ?

Where was this one written ?

What did Paul think when he wrote it ?

What probably happened not long after?

To what does Paul urge Timothy in thisletter?

| What was Timothy’s work ?

| What should we all bet Earnest in good

' work.

| What did Paul say of himself?

| Why did he not fear to die?

| What made Paul sad? Verse 16,

| Who did not stand by him ¥

| What good hope did Paul have? Verse 18,

| Comfort for You.

I‘ God will stand by a child as well as by an
ostle.

God loves to deliver from evil.

Godloves to preserve to his heavenly kingdom,

- | ap
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THE LESSON CATECHISM. ! 7. What two things does every Christian trust
[For the entire school.] | the Lord to do?  Deliver from every evil
) Wit was Pail's fiistcliasue to Timothy | work and preserve unto his heavenly kinge
Preach the word, - o,
2. What sad time did he forsee ? The time |
u.'hc-n Il'w Church would turn away from | OUR CHURCH CATECHISM,
the truth.
3. What are three important Christian duties? | 81, What do you call this wonderful mystery ?
To watch, to endure, and to work.
4. What did Paul say in our GoLobes Texry| The Incarnation of the Son of God.
¢+ I have fought,” cte,
5. What was laid up for him, and is still laia| 85 Where s the Redeemer called a Mediator?
up forthose who love God? A erown of right= | | Tim. ii. 5.

For there is one God, one Mediator

COUsNess, =

6. Who stood by Paul when all men forsook #iso Hebweon Ciod aad msn, Himseit man, Ohrist
him? The Lord. Jesus,

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The Worker for Christ.

1. His CHARGE, | 2 Turned unto fubles, v, 4.

1. Charge thee . . . before God, v, 1, Words to no profit, 2 Tim. 2. 14,

Thou God seest me.  Gen, 16, 13, 3. Al men forsook me, v, 16,
2, Jesus Christ ... his appearing. v, 1. All....forsook him, Matt, 26, 56,

Oceupy till I come. Luke 19, 13, -
g il ick : IV. s REWARDS,
3. Judge the quick and the dead, v. 1. L. Viet 1 1 floht z
A go . Vot
Must all appear. 2 Cor. 5. 10, + VAOVORYs 4 GO Sight. v. 7
R Faithful unto death. Rev. 2. 10,
IL. s WoRk. e
2. Crown. Of vighteousness, v. 8.

. Preach the AR
Pl L, A crown of glory. 1 Peter 5. 4.

We preach warning. Col. 1. 28,
2. Tu season, out of season, v, 2
Sow beside all waters,

V. His ENCOURAGEMENTS,
. 20, 1. The Lord stood with me, v. 17,

3. Reprove, vebuke, exhort, v, My grace is sufficient, 2 Cor, 12, 9,
Them that sin rebuke, 1 Tim. 5. 20, 2. Preaching. .. fully known. v. 17,
4. Wateh thow in all things. v. 5. Word of Godis not bound, 2 Tim, 2. 9.
Watch and be sober, 1 Thess, 5, 6, 3. 1 wasddivered, v, 17.
I11. His DISCOURAGEMENTS. Knoweth how to deliver. 2 Peter 2. 9.
1. Will not endure. .. .doctrine, v, 3. 4. Will preserve e,

Perilous times shall come, 2 Tim, 3, 1-5, The Lord shall preserve thee, Psalm 121, 7,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The curtain that conceals the closing years of Paul’s life is lifted for a moment, and we behold
him writing his last epistle. He is once more in Rome, not now a prisoner at large, but in a dun-
geon, treated as a criminal, and in the full expectation of death. The friends of other years are
far away, some absent upon the Master’s work, some having forsaken the apostle in his sorest
need. Only the faithful Luke is by his side, to write his farewell words, to minister to his needs of
body as a physician, and to bestow the sympathy of his presence. In his cold prison house he
longs, but longs in vain, for his old cloak which he had left at Troas, and for the books, few but
precious, which had given him inspiration and companionship. Timothy, the gentle, the loyal,
the faithful helper, is at Ephesus, caring for the Church there, which wus dear to the apostle, but
destined soon to grow cold in its love and be divided by false teachers. In the sky the aged apos-
tle discerns the thickening clouds of error which shall chill the hearts of many. He writes to Tim-
othy, partly to counsel him in his work, partly to summon him, if possible, to his side before his
own hour of martyrdom shall come, partly to give him his dying testimony ; for already he regards
himself as the offering laid on the altar, as the warrior who has fought out the fight, as the runner
who has completed the course. He beholds just before him the crown of righteousness which his
Lord shall bestow in the day of his coming, and sounds forth his shout of triumph.




724

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

[Dee. 12.

|
Verse 1. I charge thee therefore bcfore‘

God. I call thee to witness; 1 adjure thee.
The quick—the living—at his appearing |
and his kingdom, “At” should be ‘by.”
The * appearing”’ is what is commonly alluded
to as the Second Advent; the “kingdom " is
that glorious state in which we hope to reign
with him. By these Paul calls Timothy to wit-
ness.

2. Preach the word, Proclaim God’s mes-
sage. Be instant in season, out of season.
Be urgent in all holy activities; and in this ur-
gency be careful to obsérve no separate seasons.
Christian energy on Sabbath days and feast
days and fast days is not enough; let all days
be thy season—in business, in church, in danger,
in safety, in prison, in death—be always energetic
in praise and rebuke in standing up for Jesus.
It matters not whether others hear or whether
they forbear (seethe third and fourth verses), our
duty is the same, “Though no one draw from
them,” says Chrysostom, * fountains flow
though no one drink, rivers run; though no one
hear, the preacher should preach, the teacher
should teach, and the Christian should exem-
plify God’s commands by daily living. It is
never our part to slacken or be silent in speak-
ing for Jesus, though the world pass heartlessly
by.” Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
long-suffering and doctrine. Read “con-
viet " for rebuke, and “teaching * for doctrine.

3. They will not endure sound doctrine.
“They " means professing Christians, To some
of these the healthy doctrines of the Gospel will
be offensive. After their own lusts. After
the course of their own desires, and not in sub-
jection to God's providence. Shall they heap

to themselves teachers. They will crowd
around teachers who condone their faults.
Itching ears. Ears that want to be tickled.
These ears belong to the people who *“will not
endure sound doctrine,”” not to the teachers.
They listen for pleasure, not for profit.

4. They shall turn away their ears. So
as not to hear those parts of the Gospel that hurt
their consciences. And shall be turned unto
fables, The very influences which make tender
worshipful souls, harden the souls that sneer at
the truth, as fire softens one object and hardens
another,

5. Watch thou in all things. Be soberin
all things, attentive, observing; with px‘esenco.
of mind ; forgetting nothing, discerning. Ene
dure afflictions, Suffer hardships. Do the |
work of an evangelist. All work that be- |
longs to the Gospel preacher or teacher j such
work now awaits every Christian. Make full
proof of thy ministry. Fulfill it 5 fill it full. |

Your capacities may be so held as to shed off
opportunities, like a cup upside down, or they
may be pressed down, shaken down, and run-

ning over with ministrations for Christ. Let
this last be your case, says Paul to Timothy--and
to you,

6. 1 am now ready to be offered. ‘“To be
poured out.” Like a drink offering my blood is
about to be shed. The time of my departure
is at hand. The supposition is that Paul had
been liberated from Rome, had spent some years
in additional labors unrecorded, had been ar-
rested during the persecution by the Emperor
Nero, and dragged for a second time to Rome,
and had been already, or was about to be, sen-
tenced to death.

7. 1 have fought a good fight, I have fine
ished my course. As a Christian soldier he
feels that he has done well, obeyed orders, made
charges, stood his ground, followed the advice
he gave others. As a Christian racer he has
completed his race and won the prize, See Phil.
3.12; 1 Cor. 9. 24, T have kept the faith. It
is a pity that faith in the New Testament, which
carries exactly the same idea as “trust? in the
Old, is not translated by the same word. He
that trusted in Jehovah and he that believed in
the Lord Jesus Christ exercised the same fac-
ulty ; Paul had been true to his “ trust.”

8. Henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, A crown of justice,
a deserved crown, a crown bestowed because the
righteousness of the crowned one has been rec-
ognized. The Lord, the righteous judge.
Who makes no mistakes, Shall give me at
that day. Shall award me, requite me. In
one sense Paul had not earned any glorification,
for when he had done his best, like other Chris-
tians, he was an unprofitable servant, having
done no more than was his duty to do ; but the
glory of the Gospel is this, that our Lord of his
free grace condescends to reward us for doing
our duty. All them also that love his ap=
pearing. Who have looked forward to his ap-
pearing with earnest joy.

After this verse we have seven verses which
urge Timothy to hasten to Rome before Paul
dies, state how friends have left him, ask for his
cloak and books and parchments, and state now
much evil Alexander the coppersmith had done

| him,

16. At my first answer. In my-first de-
fense before a court of justice. Paul’s first ap-
peal was heard by the Emperor Nero, and it is
that which is here referred to. e was liberated,
but he did not know that he would be. No
man stood with me. In Roman legal cas
the presence and pleading of a patron or

&)
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friend were very powerful and desirable. But
all men forsook mz. Cowardly in the hour of
climax. 1 pray God that it may not be laid
to their charge. * May it not be laid to their
charge,”

17. Notwithstanding the Lord stood
with me. That is, Jesus, And strengthe
ened me. Put strength into me. That by
me the preaching might be fully known.
By my words the proclamation of the Gospel
might be delivered in full measure. And that
all the Gentiles might hear. This probably
refers to Paul’s preservation for further mission-

ary journeys. I was delivered out of the
mouth of a lion. The Christian fathers under-
stood this of Nero or of Paul’s Jewish accusers,
It is more probable that the apostle was in real
danger of being thrown to wild beasts, notwith-
standing his claims as a Roman citizen; or it
may be a figurative phrase like ‘‘the jaws of
death ;” or, finally, it may refer to the devil.

18, The Lord shall deliver me from
every evil work. lle that has done, will do.
Will preserve me unto his heavenly kinge
dom. That phase of it which comes after
death.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

PavL’s Cuarce 1o Trmorny,

Paul while waiting his execution,anxiously con-
templates the perils that menace the infant
Church, Iis anxiety pervades this last of his
cpistles written to his ‘ son in the Gospel,” upon
whom will fall in large measure the responsibility
of “the flock over which the Holy Ghost has
made him overseer.”” Ience he charges Timothy
in language that approaches the character of an
oath, In verse 1 omit ‘“therefore” and “at”
and read “I charge you before God and the Lord
Jesus Christ....by his appearing and Kking-
dom.”

Verse 2. Preach the word. By “the word,”
Paul meant, primarily, the truth in Christ—the
Gospel ; secondarily, that truth as authoritatively
spoken, 2 Tun. 3. 14-16. A word is the expres-
sion of an idea. * The” word is a particular and
authoritative utterance of that idea. What Paul
charges Timothy to preach is the truth of Christ
as spoken in the Old Testament Scriptures in the
person and work of Jesus, and in the instructions
of the apostles. These collected are our Bible,
We must, however, distinguish between the Bible
and “the word,” or the Gospel contained in the
Bible, One might preach a lifetime from the
Bible and not preach the Gospel. The Jews have
done it, so have rationalists. Another thing sug-
gested by the definiteness of this charge is that
the Gospel truth must be presented in its entirety.
Timothy is not permitted to select and preach a
portion to the exclusion of other essentials of the
Gospel system. A fragment of the truth, as, for
example, the humanity of Jesus, may be so ex-
clusively preached as to become a fatal untruth.
That was one occasion of the sad declension that
occurred in the Church as early as Timothy’s
time, “All the counsel of God,"” Acts 20, 27, is
the apostle’s rule. Reprove, refute ; rebuke,
blame; exhort, incite, appeal. The truth in
Christ is a thing of character and conduct, as well
as of thought. There is a supernaturalism in

“the word” which as Paul states elsewhere (3. 15)
is “‘able to make one wise unto salvation.” It
convinees, condemns, incites, It awakens and
unfolds everything that is divine in the soul of
man, and repels everything unholy. It is more
than a system of thought. Itis life-giving wis-
dom,

Tue Rise or HERESY AND Scuiswm,

Paul foresaw that there would inevitably come
upon the Church serious disruptions, Nor would
they be those of a superficial character arising
out of personal preferences and aversions. They
would be of a far more profound nature, springing
out of two things: (1) “The corrupt affections of
aselfishheart.” Verse3., InGal. 5. 20, Paul ranks
heresies as among the sins of the flesh, Itching
ears is understood to describe an eagerness for
teaching that pleases vice. *“ As we are, we hear.”
One cannot be bad and have a clear conception
of sound doctrine. Character is the organ of dis-
cernment. (2) “Willfully false conceptions of
Christian truth,” Verse4, Errorismucha mat-
ter of choice, Men can readily find reasons for
believing what they wish to believe, Tertullian
says that the word ““ heresy " is of Greek origin,
and the idea which lies at the root of it is *‘ choice.”
Heresies are * self-chosen views.” Christ said,
“Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts.” Matt,
15. 19.  Already Paul saw the ominous cloud
that threatened to burst in disastrous storm
upon the Church after he was gone, Alexander,
Hymengeus, and Philetus of the Ephesian church
had maligned the apostle and denied the resur-
rection. Diotrephes, a presbyter, denounced the
saintly John and excommunicated those who re-
ceived the apostle’s messengers, 3 John 9, 10,
The Nicolaitans (condemned as hateful by Jesus
Christ) and other parties arose. The party spirit
of Corinth, the Judaistic drift of Galatia, the false
asceticism of Colosse were all ominous presages
of great disaster when the strong hand of author-

ity should be removed,

T
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Paur’s DEATH.

He speaks of it (1) as a sacrificial offering.
The words, I am ready to be offered, should
be rendered, “I am already poured out,”” in
allusion to the libation of wine poured out
at the altar when the whole burnt offerings
were made. During his previous bondage in
Rome, Paul had written to the Philippians of
his possible death as a sacrifice (2. 17). But he
regarded it as an occasion for joy, because the
shedding of his blood would be for ‘the faith
of the Church, Then too, he reckoned his sacri-
fice as closely connected with that of Jesus—a
completing of his unfinished sufferings, Col. 1.
24, The apostle who taught so clearly the com-
pleteness of Christ’s atonement certainly claims
no share in that feature of his Redeemer’s sacri-
fice. But he does reckon himself as sharing in
the great principle of vicarious suffering. There
never was a foul spot sponged out of human life
without the shedding of blood. The trouble of
Calvary did not end the sorrows needful for the
recovery of the fallen world., There was much
lacking, and Paul held himself “ready” to be
one to “fill it up.” (2) Paul also speaks of his
death as “a goal  which the victorious racer has
reached. It is not an occasion of regret but of
exultation. Fight, not strictly a battle like
those of the gladiators in the arena, but a contest
suggesting the severest effort of the contestant to
make the goal and win the prize. I have kept
the faith, That was the thing for which he
struggled and, winning, he now only waits his
coronation—the crown.

ALONE BEFORE NERO,

Our knowledge of Paul's second and last
imprisonment in Rome is too meagre for us
to state definitely who they were who forsook
him when he stood before the emperor. Cer-
tainly not Timothy, for the apostle is giving
him the news of the fact of this desertion,
Luke, who was with Paul at the writing, was
probably not in Rome when the trial took place.
Probably he meant the Roman Christians who
were left after the celebrated Neronian persecu-
tion and who stood in mortal terror of the bloody
tyrant. At any rate, Paul was sadly alone. No
man stood with me. ‘No one stood in my
behalf,” as an advocate. Forsook is a very
strong word, signifying a desertion of one when
in desperate straits. It is the word our Saviour
used when on the cross, he cried, ** Why hast thou
forsaken me?” That the desertion was blamable
is seen in the prayer of Paul, may it not be laid
to their charge. How completely the spirit of
the Redeemer possessed the heart of the apostle.

Tue GOSPEL BEFORE NERO,

Paul's position compelled him to be his own
advocate, But as before Felix, and afterward
before Agrippa, so before Nero, he took advan-
tage of his opportunity and preached the Gospel.
This is plainly the inference from the words,
that by me the preaching might be fully
known, etc. The mouth of the lion. Some
think the lion of the arena is meant; others,
Nero himself ; others, any great peril, particu-
larly the peril of the hour in which the apostle
was forsaken. But the point to be emphasized
is I was delivered, and, as in that particular
instance, so always, Verse 18,

Thoughts for Young People.
The Christian Soldier,

1. The Christian soldier fights in the sight of
his great Commander, who will reward his faith-
fulness and punish his neglect. Verse 1. Letus
never forget this:

Thee will I set at my right hand,
Whose eyes mine inmost actions see ;
And labor on at thy command,
And offer all my works to thee.

2. The Christian soldier must never break
ranks. Verses 2-5. He must be alert, vigorous,
and sober, a man of one work always. ‘‘In sea-
son, and out of season,” he is a soldier, with a
soldier’s work. The esprit de corps is sometimes
wanting at some points of Christian work.

3. The Christian soldier must be all the more
devoted because others desert, and his cause is
in danger. Verses 3, 4.

4. The Christian soldier must expect trials
and hardships, and endure them patiently.
Verse 5.

5. The Christian soldier shall receive a crown
and an abundant reward if faithful to the end.
Verses 6-8.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Verse1. It was to Timothy who was trained
as a Hebrew by his mother that Paul wrote thus
about the judgment. The idea of personal re-
sponsibility for conduct and of a day of judg-
ment seems never to be absent from the Hebrew
mind and the Hebrew economy. Modern Jews
keep themselves impressed with the doctrine of
the judgment in emphatic annual ceremonies.
They say their New Year’s Day is their annual
judgment. On that day they say, God sits on
His throne, and a Great Book is before him in
which are written all the good and bad deeds of
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every man, and everybody is judged according
to his deeds,

Verse 4, They * shall be turned unto fables’
would apply to their recurring to the Rabbinical
writings, which Dr. Adam Clarke says are
‘‘stuffed with the most ridiculous and profane
fables that ever disgraced the human intellect,”
and which he says find their counterpart in the
legends of the Roman Catholic Church, though
certainly the Grreek Catholic Church can parallel
all of these.

Verse 6, “1 am ready to be offered.” In the
Roman offerings the person purified himself by
washings, placed garlands round his head, and
led the victim which was his substitute to the
altar.,  The victim was merely tendered instead
of himself and he took a portion of his own
hair from his head, which was burned on the
altar with the animal or offering to be consumed.
This custom was the ancient one, but fell out of
use in later times. The Roman altar, was only a
square column about three feet high, the top of
which was scooped out to receive the blood of
the sacrificed animal; sometimes there was
another altar near this one where the animal was
burned. If Paul had the Roman idea, it was
that he himself should be thus figuratively
offered, or that he was so absolutely devoted
that he was willing to render up his life, as he
had already rendered it in service, after the con-
ception of the old Roman device of a bullock
midway between a plough and an altar with the
motto, ‘“ Ready for Either.”

Offerings always constituted an essential part
of Hebrew public worship and private piety.
In Paul’s day the spirit of the sacrificial offer-
ing was lost out of Judaism. Paul had it in
presenting himself as an offering, a living sacri-
fice wholly devoted to God. Now he scems to
imply that he is about tendering his whoie life-
service and his present powers as a free-will
offering. He had endured the sacrifice of serv-
ice, now he would tender the very life itself.
Paul changes the metaphor to one entirely
removed from Hebrew life, that of the Greek
games. He had been under the scrutiny of all
classes of men of many nations, as the wrestler
was of those of the multitudes assembled, who
were ready to cry out against any false move in
the struggle. He had not wasted his energy beat-
ing the air as a boxer whose blows were dodged.
He Pad fought according to all the requirements
of the law, and had won his victory.

Verse 15, The crown he was to receive had
two peculiarities: first, it was enduring. , The
crown of the Greek games was perishable. In
the Olympian games it was wild olive branches ;
in the Pythian, laurel; in the Nemean, parsley ;

in the Isthmian it was pine. These began to
wither as soon as they were plucked from the
trees; but the crown of righteousness is an
everlasting one, that *fadeth not away.” The
other distinction was that this crown was avail-
able for every one who entered the struggle, and
continued to the end of it.  Inthe Greek games
only one received a prize. All can win in the
Christian race ; every one can receive a crown,

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 1-b.  Fuaithful preaching. Robert Leigh-
ton was once rebuked by his Scotch Presbytery
for not “preaching for the times.” He an-
swered, “ While so many brethren are ‘ preaching
for the times’* may not one poor brother preach
for eternity ?

I heard a minister say, * Must my preaching
be limited to Christ ¥”” It is as if a little herring
should say, ‘ What, must I be limited to the At-
lantic 2’ Yes, little herring, limited to the Atlan-
tie, and your fins will grow weary before you
swim over one-millionth part of its fullness. It
is as if a little sparrow should say, “ Must I be
limited to the air?” Let your ministry be lim-
ited to Christ and it will prove an unlimited min-
istry.—Archibald G. Brown,

Verses 6-8, A true life is just a tarrying in the
tent for Christ until we go into the mansion with
Christ. *Ihope your master has gone to heaven,”
said some one to a slave when his master was
dead. ‘“I'se 'fraid not,” replied Ben, ‘for I
never heard him speak o’ dat place. When he go-
to the North or de Virginny Springs, he always
be getting ready for many weeks. I never see him
gettin’ ready for goin’ to heaven.” The simple
negro’s words are a test and an admonition for
each one of us, We must be made ready for our
Home,—T. L. Cuyler,

There is no death pean in literature that
matches this for its sublime confidence in God.
A tired but victorious athlete he drops at the goal,
panting for breath but flushed with triumph.
Over him hangs the sworc. of Nero, but above is
the Lord, the righteous Judge. He receives not
the laurel crown of Marathon or Corinth but a
crown of righteousness, which is not for him
alone but for all who love our Lord’s appearing.
—W. E. Barton.,

Victory is the key-word of Revelation. It is
the inspiration of the Christian. Victory is illus-
trated most beautifully and foreibly in the earli-
est Christian art. Christians were persecuted,
burnt at the stake, thrown to wild beasts in those
days. They were martyrs, yet this is the symbol
which perhaps more often than any other appears
—the palm, which meant victory. Itiscarved on
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their tombs and lines their catacombs. In their
pictures it is put into the hands of martyrs and ‘
is waved by angel hands over all the dark and |
dreadful seenes of martyrdom.  *“ This is the vie-
tory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”

Verses 16-18.  * The Lord stood with me.””  John
Wesley's death was one of the most peaceful and
triumphant in the annals of the Church. He
called for writing materials, and when the at-
tendant asked him what he would say, he n--'
plied, “ Nothing but that God is with us,” and
then he, repeated again and again, “ The best
of all is, God is with us ! "—H, Moore,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

The last words of a friend—how precious they
are! We love to recall them and say them over
and over again, Not long ago one said to me,
¢ My mother’s last words were, ¢ Be good, be true,
meet me in heaven.’” Iam sure one could never
forget such parting advice. Last words are sin-
«cere, earnest, and very tender, like those which
Paul writes to Timothy. I know Timothy must
have read them with a softened heart, and with
tears of love and gratitude for such a teacher and
friend as this.

They are just as good for us as for him. Paul
had often before exhorted Timothy to hold fast to
the word of God. He was so sure that was the
only safe way, that he repeats it now as his part-
ing admonition. In these days when everyone
thinks he “ has a right to his own opinion ** and
may ‘““believe what he pleases,” we may well
listen, ourselves, with a softened heart to this
tried and true teacher.

Sound doctrine is essential to sound spiritual
health, just as a sound constitution, that is some-
thing to build on, is essential to sound bodily
health, A building is easily thrown over by wind
and rain if its foundations are not good. Never
be deceived by the saying, ‘It makes no difference
what you believe if you are only sincere.” It
makes all difference in character, and all differ-
ence in the outcome. A man may sincerely be-
lieve he is going north when he is really going
south, but he comes out finally at the plucel
toward which he was traveling, notwithstanding ‘
he sincerely believed he was going the other way. |

Where will you find sound doctrine? Not al-
ways certainly from this teacher or that ; they may
be mistaken, But you will always find it in the
word of God. You cannot go astray if you study
your Bible with prayer. The time has come now,

are pleasant to hear, and the teachers themselves
are agreeable, but I want to put into these words
all the tenderness and pathos of my heart and
voice while I warn my class not to turn your ears
from the truth and be turned unto fables. It is
easy to turn unless you hoid fast to the teachings
of Jesus, his apostles, and of holy men of old, as
you find them in the written word of God, your
Bible. Icannotspeak too strongly of this, Muny
of the popular books and magazines which you

| read, and the tone of sentiment in society will un-

dermine sound doctrine unless you * watch in
all things.” It is worth while to take the advice
of a man who had proved the truth of his words
and reached such an outcome as we find of the
life of 8t. Paul. He was looking death in the
face, the death of a martyr, but he said: “Iam
ready,” and to him it was not dying, but the
““time of departure —really of setting sail, likea
glorious breeze straight to a safe and sunlit har-
bor. Looking back, he was glad he had kept the
faith ; glad he had fought an honest, victorious
fight against evil : looking forward, he was sure
of the crown ; not a doubt about getting it, for it
was a crown of righteousness—it belonged to
him of right, because Jesus had purchased it for
him and promised it to him. It was a crown
that would make him appear righteous in the
sight of all heaven forever ; no enemy would dare
ever to accuse him of unworthiness to wear it,
because it was the gift of the Lord, the righteous
Judge, who never puts a crown on any head
which should not wear it, and never withholds it
from one who ought to have it.

This is the confidence which comes from hold-
ing fast to sound Bible doctrine. A cheerful
backward look, a triumphant forward vision, a
confident launching forth, at last, sure of a happy
entrance into the desired haven.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

In this lesson, the surroundings of which are
described in our Notes, we find, according to
general interpretation, five motives to earnest
work: 1. The Lord will again appear. Some
day King Jesus will return to his earthly king-
dom ; some day each will be called upon to give
account for the deeds done in the body. It may
be to-day ; it may be to-morrow ; it may be cen-
turies hence, 2. Our fellow-creatures need our
work for their salvation. True, some care only
for sensationalism ; the hearts of some are bad :
the taste of some is depraved ; but the greater

as Paul said it would, when some will not endure | the difliculties the greater should be our efforts
sound doctrine. They take to themselves teach- ‘ for their souls. 8, Other workers are called
«wrs who teach according to their own desires, not ‘ home. Elijah is caught up to heaven, Elisha
according to the Bible, Some of their teachings | catches his mantle and carries on his work ; Paul
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is taken away, Timothy takes his place. True,
Elisha is very different from Elijah ; Timothy is
not so able as Paul. What matter? They had
their work to do as really as had Paul., 4. The
work of the Christian will be rewarded in heaven.
Paullooked forward toa crown of righteousness,
but not for himself only—for all that look for the
Lord’s appearing. He that endureth to the end
shall be saved. 5. The Lord stands by the work-
ing Christian’s side; our Helper is real though
invisible. ’

Before the Class.

Material needed. Large envelope marked * Sec-
ond Timothy,” and a crown.

Iutroduction, Rapidly review Paul's conver-
sion (Lesson of March 14, 1807), his missionary
labors and the work of his last years (Lesson
VII, of this quarter). Concerning Timothy ask,
What is the ineaning of his name? When and
where was he born? What do you know of his
parents ? What was his early training? What
was the probable date of his conversion? What
connection had he with the labors of Paul ?
What do you know of his later life ? (See lesson
for June 13, 1807.) Show envelope and ask,
When, where, by whom, to whom, why, was this
letter written ?

Lesson Teaching, The truths suggested by the
lesson are so many that it will not be possible to
refer to them all in the average class, For
preachers and teachers an excellent lesson could
be taught from verses 2-6, *‘ Paul looking back-
ward and forward "’ is suggested as a theme suit-
able for the majority.

LOOKING BACKWARD,

Refer to the well-known truth that the youth
naturally looks forward while the old person just
as naturally looks backward. Have Golden Text
repeated. Recall how the whole course of Paul’s
life was changed by his conversion. Now as he
looks backward he compares his life to

1. A fight. Review briefly Lesson VIII. Show
how Paul had been engaged in a continual strug-
gle since his conversion (S8ee 2 Cor, 11, 23-27).
He could now look backward and declare that
ne had fought a good fight. There can be but lit-
tle ease in the Christian life. Everyone is fight-
ing either a good fight or abad fight, Teach : If
you are not fighting with God for the right, you
are probably fighting against God for the evil.
Ask: Who will resolve to so fight, that at death
they may be able to look backward and say, “1
have fought a good fight #””  Who will pray :

“Rince I must fight if I would reign,
Increase my courage, Lord,

I'1l bear the toil, endure the pain,
Supported by thy word.”

2. A course, Your pupils are most likely inter-
ested in bicycling. Speak briefly of the efforts
that are put forth by many to make a * record.”
Show how Paul tried to make a record. Have
some one read Phil, 3. 14, 15, The old runner could
say that he had finished his course and was eagerly
awaiting his reward. Ask: Have you entered
the Christian course? How are you progressing in
it? Do you not want to be able to look back and
know that you have finished it so as to gain the
Lord’s approbation ? Then go on in the course
steadily and patiently day by day.

3. A faith. Show what Paul believed before
his conversion ; how his conversion changed his
belief, and how he had kept his faith, Ask : What
was Paul’s faith ? What is your faith ¢ How are
you keeping it? Do others know from your life
that you are keeping the faith ?

LOOKING FORWARD.,

The one who can only look backward will be
hopeless and, therefore, miserable. Paul could
look forward with even more confidence than he
felt in looking backward, for he could say : * L
know whom I have believed and am persuaded
that he is able to keep that which I have com-
mitted unto him against that day.” Therefore he
looked forward with exultation to his

1. Deliverance. Often forsaken by men he had
been preserved by God. When human help
failed, the God of all grace had supplied his
needs., He knew that his God would preserve
until his will was performed,

2. Departure,  Ask : What is death ?  The
teacher will probably be surprised at the varied
and often fearful thoughts that the pupils have in
regard to death, Teach that to those who are in
Christ Jesus, death is simply a departure from a
world of sin, sorrow, and suffering to the glory-
land of love, light, and life, Ask : Was it any
wonder that Paul desired to depart and be with
Christ 2 With what feelings do you look forward
to your departure ?

3. Crown, Show the crown. Soon the faithful
old warrior would receive his reward. His
crown was sure, Ask: Do you expect a crown ?
Why ? Various answers will be given. Show
that only those who really love Christ will receive
one, Have all read verse 8,

References,

Freeman's Hanosook, Ver, 7: The finished
course, 884, Ver, 8: The victor’s crown, 864.
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OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Nearer, my God, to thee.

More love to thee.

I thirst, thou wounded Lamb of God.
Am I a soldier of the cross ¥

If my disciple thou wouldst be.

Jesus, thou everlasting King.
Forth in thy name,
1

¢ Nearer the cross!
More of earnest work for Jesus.

Help the erring.
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LESSON XII. JOHN’S MESSAGE ABOUT SIN AND

[Dec. 19.

SALVATION.
GOLDEN TEXT. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins. 1John1.9.

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
1 John 1.5 to 2. 6.

[ Commit to wmemory verses
8-10.]

5 This then is the message which we have
heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at all.

6 If we say that we have fellowship with him,
and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth :

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Je'sus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin.

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us,

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness,

10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make
him a liar, and his word is not in us,

1 My little children, these things write I unto
you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Je'sus Christ
the righteous:

2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world.

8 And hereby we do know that we know him,
if we keep his commandments,

4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not
his}mmmundmrms, is a liar, and the tfath is not
in him. |

5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is
the love of God perfected : hereby know we that |
we are in him, |

6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself |
also so to walk, even as he walked,

REVISED VERSION,

5  And this is the message which we have heard
from him, and announce unto you, that God is

6 light, and in him is no darkness at all, If we
say that we have fellowship with him, and walk
in the darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:

7 but if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Je'sus his Son cleanseth us from

8 all sin, If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse

10 us from all unrighteousness. If we say that

we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and
his word is not in us,

1 My little children, these things write I unto
you, that ye may not sin. And if any man sin,
we have an Advocate with the Father, Je'sus

2 Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation
for our sins ; and not for ours only, but also

3 for the whole world. And hereby know we
that we know him, if we keep his command-

4 ments, He that saith, I know him, and keep-

eth not his commandments, is a liar, and the

truth is not in him: but whoso keepeth his
word, in him verily hath the love of God been
perfected, Hereby know we that we are in

6 him: he that saith he abideth in him ought
himself also to walk even as he walked.

o

The First Epistle of John was probably
written about 68 A, D,, from Ephesus in Asia
Minor, by the apostle John, and in all probabil-
ity contains the last exhortation of that apostle
to the Church of Christ.

Home Readings.
A, John's Message about 8in and Salvation,
1John 1. 5to 2. 6.
Tu. All have sinned. Rom. 3, 19-26,
W. Consequences of sin. Isa. 50, 1-9,




nse
hat
and

Dec. 19.]

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 731

Th. Returning unto the Lord. Hosea 14.
F. Life by Christ, Rom. 5. 12-21.

8. Perfect sacrifice. Heb, 10, 12-23,

8. Able to save, Heb. 7. 19-28,

Lesson Hymnu.
No. 53, New Canadian Hymnal.

Oh, sometimes the shadows are deep,
And rough seems the path to the goal ;

No. 54, New Canadian Hymnal.
Come, every soul by sin oppressed,
There's mercy with the Lord,

No. 5, New Canadian Hymnal.

I am trusting thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only thee ;

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

1. Light and Darkness, v. 5,6,
From whom had a message been sent ?
‘What was the message ?
What does Jesus say of himself in John 8, 12?
How may men have light ?  John 12. 36,
What are believers called in 1 Thess. 5. 5?
What does their walking in darkness prove ¥

2. Sin and Forgiveness, v. 7-10, 1, 2,
What are we exhorted to do in Eph. 5. 8?
‘What are the results of walking in the light ?
‘What is the danger of denying our sinfulness ?
What is secured by confession? GoLpEN TEXT.
Whom do we dishonor by denial ?
Who is the sinner’s advocate ?
For whose sin is he the propitiation ?
What is shown in this propitiation ? 1 John 4,

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS,
1. Light and Darkne-s, v. 5, 6,

What is John's message about God ?

What does he elsewhere say of the true light ¥
John 1, 9.

What about fellowship and darkness ¥

What is Paul’s question about this inconsist-
ency ? 2 Cor. 6. 14,
2. Sin and Forgiveness, v. i-10, 1, 2,

When have we mutual fellowship ?

What blessedness is thus assured ?

When are we self-deceived and false ?

How may we obtain forgiveness? GOLDEN
TeXT.

What says David of confession and pardon?
Psaim 32. 5.

What follows from denial of our sin ?

What from trying to conceal sin? See Psalm
32, 3; Prov. 28, 13,

‘What helper have we if we do fall ?

‘What is he in addition to being an advocate ?

Who are included in his love ?
3. Love and Obedience, v. 3-6,

How may we be certain that we love God ?

Whom does John call a liar ?

How is love made perfect ¢

How ought a Christian to walk ?

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. We have sinned. Weknow it. God’s word
declares it. Experience affirms it. Denial is
folly (see Prov. 14, 9); denial is sin; persistent
denial is death,

2. We may be pardoned. Penitent confession
opens the door to mercy. The way of life canbe
found only by the contrite,

3. God is love. Religion islove. To walk in
love is to walk in light, to have fellowship with
God, to know eternal life.

10,
3. Love and Obedience, v. 3-6.
1 How many men have a knowledge of God's
love? See John 14, 20,
What does neglect of his commands prove ¥
How is the love of God perfected in us ?
What is the proof of our abiding in Christ?¥
John 15, 5.
What is the duty of every professed Christian #
Who is our example of godly walk ? Matt. 11,

Practical Teachings.

Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. Christ as our light?
2. Christ as our deliverance ?
3. Christ as our example ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

What is John’s letter to the churches called ?
Who was John ?

What is he sometimes called ?

What do we find in this letter of John’s?
To whom was this message sent ?

What is the message ?

How may we keep out of darkness ?
What is the cure for sin ?

Whom did Jesus Christ come to save?
What is our path in the salvation ?

Who is our friend when we fall into sin?
How may we know that we know Jesus?
How must a Christian walk ?

Who is our perfect example ?

Little Christians—
May walk in the heavenly light.
May have their sins washed away.
May obey Jesus as he obeyed his Father.
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THE LESSON CATECHISM. ‘ OUR CHURCH CATECHISM,

[For the entire school.] ‘

1. What is John’s message concerning God? 86 Did the Redeemer give his life for all ment

“¢That God is light.”” | 1Tim.ii.6. Who gave Himself a ransom for all.
2. What does God command us to do? To | g7, What was the course of our Saviour's history
walk in the light, | as Mediator?

..:?,'e \:,:(}:";;":h "‘:‘i'“::wo,:‘;“:l e F““‘”"" First He humbled Himself and then He was

s e righteous. g

4. How may we be sure that we know Christ ? | exalted to glory.

By keeping his commandm Luke xxiv, 26, Behoved it not the Christ to suffer
5. What is our GoLpEN TEXT? ¢ If we | these things, and to enter into His glory.

confess,” ete. | [Philippians ii. 6-11; Hebrews v, 7-10.]

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Privileges of Salvation.

1. ENLIGHTENMENT, | 2 From all unrighteousness. v. 9.
1. God is light. v. 5, Washed their robes. Rev. 7. 14,
Which lighteth every man, John 1, 9,
2. Walkin the light, v. 7.
The childrer of light, 1 Thess, 5. 5.
1I. FELLOWSHIP,
Fellowsh ip one with another, v. 7.

V. INTERCESSION,
We have an advocate, v. 1,
Liveth to make intercession, Heb. 7. 25,
Intercession for us, Rom, 8, 34,

Love the brotherhood. 1 Peter 2, 17, V1. ACCEPTANCE.
Walk in love. Eph. 5. 2. He is the propitiation. v. 2.
111, Fpkol\'zusss. ) We have peace with God. Rom, 5. 1.
To forgive us our sins. v. 9. Reconciled to God. Rom. 5. 10,

Through his blood. Eph. 1. 7.
Sins ...I remember no more. Heb. 8§, 12, VII. ASSURANCE,

1V. HoLINEsS, We do know that we know him. v. 3.
1. Cleanseth. .. .from all sin. v. 7, Spirit....beareth witness. Rom. 8, 16,
Might sanctify the people. Heb, 13, 12, We have passed. 1 John 3. 14,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The first epistle of John the apostle was probably written in the city of Ephesus. The story of
the Gospel in that city is one of intense interest. The long pastorate of Paul there, the mob that
was aroused by his teachings and by the statements of Demetrius the silversmith, the escape of
Paul and his return, the letter which was sent to the Church at Ephesus—these are some of the
most important points in the history of the apostolic church in that place. According to universal
tradition John the apostle made this city his home ; here he wrote his gospel and his epistle ; here
as a dutiful disciple, faithful to his Master, he provided for the simple wants of the Saviour’s
mother ; hence he was drawn a prisoner to the isle of Patmos, where he had his wonderful vision
concerning the resurrection. This epistle probably contains the last exhortation of the apostle
John to the Church of Christ. It is a farewell to the apostolic body, to the whole company of
believers, If, as is possible, the second and third epistles of John were written after this, they
were not addressed to churches but to individuals. John speaks of the Messiah as one who had
lived from eternity, but whom he had seen and heard and touched. The great central picture of
the Messiah’s Gospel is that God is light, that the sons of God should walk in light,

Verse 5. This then is the message. There | you. Announce the tidings to you. God is
exists this message. John never uses the word | lights This entire epistle is an exposition of
Gospel,  Which we have heard of him. | walking in the Light as he is Spirit and as he is
The Son and the Word of Life, * Message has | Love, It is a definition in a metaphor. All in-
the sense of promise. “We” is not to be con- | telligence, all enlightenment, all that we are ac-
fined to John himself ; Peter (1 Peter 1, 10, 11,) | customed to term “light,”” whether with the physi-
had heard the same message. Declare unto | cal or metaphysical meaning, comes from God,
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Light is physical glory, intellectual truth, moral
holiness. God is always manifested in light, in
the burning lamp which passed between the por-
tions of the sacrifice which Abraham offered
when God made a covenant with him, in the pil-
lar of fire, in the flashes of flame on the crest of
Sinai, in the glory which rested in the holy of
holies, In him is no darkness at all. We
have discovered in our study of Paul’s epistles a
peculiarity of that writer, a tendency to repeti-
tion for the sake of emphasis. John has a pecu-
liarity quite as noticeable, a disposition to ex-
press the same idea positively and negatively.
Look through his gospel and his epistles and we
will find that peculiarity everywhere,

6. If we. .. walk in darkness, So that
habitual course of our life isin darkness, in moral
gloom, in a condition of uncertainty and doubt
on religious matters. We lie, and do not the
truth., Positive and negative again, 'If we
walk in darkness we do not the truth, “ Right
action,” says Bishop Westcott, “is true thought
realized. Every fragment of right done is so
much truth made visible,”

7. If we walk in the light, If we walk
about as in verse 6, having the source of our life
in God who is eternal light. As he is in the
light. But he is so of his own nature, perfectly
so, unchangeably so. We are advancing from
dawn to noonday, from gloom to glimmer, from
glimmer to the fullness of gospel truth, *The
path of the just is as the shining light which
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”
Fellowship one with another. This is a
strange logical result, From what precedes we
should think that if we walked in the light as
God is in the light, the résult would be fellow-
ship between our souls and God, and so it is;
but the result of that action is fellowship be-

tween other Christians and us. The blood of

Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin. The blood of Jesus is available for all
men. ‘‘Cleanscth ”’ means more than forgives,
it means removes. All sin. So we have in
other parts of the New Testament, all patience,
all wisdom, all diligence, ‘ All sin” means the
very principles of it, and therefore its manifesta-
tions, The word “ Jesus” brings out prominently
the thought of the human nature of Christ.

8. If we say we have no sin. By the use
of the word ** we " the disciple includes himself.
The form of expression here used occurs fre-
quently in the New Testament—to have faith, to
have love, to have peace, to have boldness—and
always expresses a more distinet personal realiz-
ation of the virtue or fault or sentiment than if
“have " were omitted. Tohave faith is stronger

sorrow, and so to have sin means more than to
sin. It refers to deviation from the perfect law
of right. We deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. We lead ourselves astray,
and we are to blame for so doing, * Truth” in-
cludes the whole Gospel, Jesus Christ himself,
and his message. We are out of harmony with
that truth if we assume perfection in the sense
of faultlessness, But this is very far from deny-
ing the blessed possibility of living lives of com-
plete consecration and complete acceptance by
God, so that we shall never be conscious of a
desire that is not in harmony with God.

9, If we confess our sinss This means con-
fess them to God, in a spirit of humility—recog-
nize the faultiness and sinfulness of our nature.
He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins. He keeps faith with himself, he is true to
his own nature, he will disappoint no one, For
¢ just” the Revised Version reads *righteous.”
To forgive. To dismiss, to remit., Our sins.
Sin is sometimes regarded as a condition, some-
times as an act. God is faithful and just to for-
give both, To cleanse us from all unright-
eousness. Not only to forgive, but to remove
from us all things that are contrary to his nature
and which would render fellowship with him im-
possible,

10. If we say that we have not sinned,
The allusion in verse 8 was to the condition or
principle of gin, this alludes to sinful acts. We
make him a liar. Because his Spirit and his
word alike convict us of transgression of the
law. Contrast this with the statement of verse 8,
which says, if we say we have no sin we lie our-
selves ; we know better ; our own consciences wit-
ness our infirmity of nature. His word is not
in us. lere also is a striking contrast with
verse 8, If we deny the sinfulness of our human
nature we have dropped the truth of God out of
our hearts ; if we deny our own sinful acts we
have dropped out of our memories the very
words that God spoke.

1. Little children. A term of affection,
though John's extreme age may have led him to
regard those about him as comparatively chil-
dren. That ye sin not. All this explanation
has been gone into for the purpose of keeping
the disciples from sin, If any man sin we
have an advocate with the Father. * The
change from the indefinite third person ‘any
man,’ to the first person ‘we have,’ is signifi-
cant. By the ‘we have’ John assumes the pos-
sibility of sinful acts on the part of Christians,
and of himself in common with them, and their
common need of the intervention of the divine
Advocate.”—M, R, Vineent. ‘*John preferred

than to believe, to have sorrow is more than to | to place himself in the number of sinners, so
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that he might have Christ as an Advocate, rather
than put himself as an advocate instead of
Christ, and to be found among the proud.”—
Augustine,  An *advocate” is a counselor who
pleads our case, It isthe same Greek word thatis
translated *comforter” in John 14, 16. With
the Father. Not then a lawyer pleading with a
judge, but with a tender parent.

2. He is the propitiation for our sins.
Conciliation for our sins; but Canon Westcott
says, * The scriptural conception of the word is
not that of appeasing one who is angry with a
personal feeling against the offender ; but rather
of altering the character of that which, from
without, occasions a necessary alienation, and
interposes an inevitable obstacle to fellowship.”
There is no such thing in the Bible as the
thought of propitiating God, or of God in any
case being reconciled to man ; but man is recon-
ciled to God through Jesus, For the sins of
the whole world. Leave out ‘“‘the sins of ;
for the whole world. ‘The propitiation” says
Bengel, **is as wide as the sin,”

3. Hereby we do know that we know
hinre In this we perceive that we have come to
know him. The phrase hangs on what follows,
*if we keep his commandments.” Keeping
God’s commandments gives us an experience
day by day which enables us to see, to recognize,
that we have acquired and are still acquiring a
knowledge of God.

4. Saith, I know him, and keepeth not
his commandments, Talks right, and acts
wrong. Is a liar. His life is a lie. The

truth is not in him. The truth could not be
in a person who intentionally professed to pos-
sess the knowledge of God and intentionally
defied him,

5. Whoso keepeth his word, ‘ Word”
means substantially what is expressed by com-
mandments in the last verse, only that those are
separate injunctions, this is the revelation as a
whole. In him verily is the love of God
perfected. The Revised Version changes the
tense, ‘‘hath the love of God been perfected.”
In verse 4 we were taught that he who claims a
knowledge of God and habitually lives in disobe-
dience lies, Here we are taught that he who
claims that knowledge and habitually seeks to
keep his commandments—what ? Lives in the
truth? No. The epistle goes farther and says
in such a one the love of God has been per-
fected. That is, the characteristic of the obedi-
ent children of God is a life of love, In Paul's
phraseology the love of God always means the
love which proceeds from God. Here it seems
to mean the love of which God is the object.
Hereby know we that we are in him. This
constant effort to keep God’s commandments
because of the love we have toward him is proof
that we are identified with him, his servants, his
children, his best beloved.

6. He abideth in him. Bengel notes the
climax here. Verse 4 speaks of knowing God,
verse 5 of being in him, verse 6 of abiding in
him, which Bengel interprets as knowledge, fel-
lowship, and constancy. Ought himself also
so to walk, even as he walked. That is his
duty, his obligation.

]
CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.
“darkness,” verses 5, 6; a profession without
corresponding reality in conduct is “a lie,”
verse 6; an unloving brother is “a murderer,”

Joun’s MESSAGE,

The mode of John'’s presentation of Gospel
truth is determined partly by his personal
relation to the divine Teacher, and partly
by the intuitional quality of his mind by which
he saw that truth. The Gospel was to him
not merely a great system to be expounded,
but a blessed fact to be declared. He had re-
ceived it directly from the lips of Jesus, and was
ewmmissioned to proclaim it abroad. He re-
garded himself as a witness, a message bearer,
1John 1. 1-3. Hence he speaks of the Gospel as
** the testimony ” or ‘‘the message.” Instead of
heard of him read *‘ heard from him” (Revised
Version). John's intuitions penetrated to the in-
nermost meaning of the facts of which he bore
testimony, and the terms he uses describe their
deepest significance. To him Jesus is * The
Word of Life,” God is “Spirit,”” John 4, 24,
“ Love,” 1 John 4. 8; “ Light,” verse 5.—8in is

3.15. Thus while he attempts only to declare
facts his luminous terms are themselves exposi-
tions,

Verse 5, God is light, and in him is no
darkness at alle This is John’s way of assert-
ing the spotless purity of God. Within the
whole material domain there is nothing that
more nearly approaches the spiritual without
actually becoming it, than light. It is absolutely
clean, and though it lies upon the foulest things
it is incapable of soiling. It turns what otlier-
wise would go into decay into the beauty and
joy of life. There is no darkness in it. Wher-
ever it goes it is lnminous. The darkness is only
in him whose organ of vision isimpaired. When
John uses this term in respect to men he means
the knowledge of moral good which fills the being
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of him who has the life of God. John 1.4. His | into some act of wrong, and so says * we " have,
doctrine is that we live by the recreative work of | ete., reckoning himself a sharer with his brethren
Christ inus, Then the new life within is the|in his need of an advocate. We have an advo-

eye which discerns the holiness of God. Thus
we come into fellowship with him. In his pro-
found use of this suggestive term in respect to
God, John means the perfect holiness which il-
lumines his whole being, and which shines into
all hearts which have the faculty to perceive it.

6. We lie. The inevitable sequence of verse
5 is that moral vision becomes clear just in pro-
portion to the intensity of spiritual life. And
stronger and ever stronger will be the motive to
holiness, as our communion with God becomes
more intimate. That anyone should ever have
thought differently is surprising. We can im-
agine a superficial profession of communion with
Godin union with a careless life. But there were
those in the apostle’s times who soberly taught
that justification by grace released the pardoned
sinner from the requirements of moral rectitude,
aye, that by sin grace was magnified. Paul
brought his masterful logic against the deadly
error. Rom. 6. 1 s¢. John hurls the intensity of
his strongest protest against it by pronouncing it
—‘“alie.”

7. If we walk in the light, ete. If we live
in the clear vision of God’s holiness, then two
things will occur, both of which will make a
sinful life impossible, proving how utterly false
is the “ lie ” named in the previous verse. 1, A
fellowship of believers—a society distinguished
from the world (2. 15) by contrastof moral
character, verse 19. Fellowship one with
another. Put emphasis on *‘ one with another.”
It is therefore impossible for one who is in love
with him who is light [holy] to fellowship with
those who are in darkness [wickedness]. By the
might of a holy brotherhood, sin is excluded.
2, The atoning death of Christ, by which we have
pardon, becomes a moral force in us ; transform-
ing springs of motive and impelling to holy living.
Otherwise our salvation would simply be the
legal attitude of God's mind toward us, and not
an actual renewal of our nature. Every soul
that accepts the cross of Christ finds the spirit of
that act of the Redeemer by which he made a
sacrifice for sin, so possessing him as to become
in him the power of a renewed life, In that
sense the blood cleanseth. In verse 9 John
states the twofold purpose and effect of Christ’s
death—pardon, cleansing.

1. If any man sin. What John has just
said would probably bring swift condemnation
to many of his hearers. Who that contemplates
the holiness of God is not oppressed with the
sense of his gin? John seems to include himself
among those who are the saved, yet may lapse

cate. The Greek word is Iuraclete, the word which
John has used four times in speaking of the Holy
Ghost. But in using that word he seems to have
had the official functions of the Spirit in mind,
and so here in speaking of Jesus, He is the one
who represents us before the Father. And his
representation is his priestly work which will
surely avail with God. And he is the propi=
tiation for our sins. ‘“Propitiation’ is that
which renders propitious—favorable. It is the
same word which the publican used. *‘ Be mer-
ciful.” Luke 18, 13, The lid of theark of the
covenant was called *‘the mercy seat,” and in
the Greek is * the propitiatory.” The high priest
on the day of atonement sprinkled this lid with
the blood of the victim. Lev. 16, 14 sg. This was
the type of Christ whose shed blood covers
[atones] the sins of the world, Hence we have
* propitiation by his blood.” Rom. 3. 26, Christ’s
advocacy, then, is not a verbal pleading, as though
the Father must needs be persuaded, It is his
priestly act by which the Father is enabled to ex-
tend his pardoning love to all who turn to him in
repentance and faith, The whole world.

3. If we keep his commandments. The
extent of the atonement is universal. Itsefficacy
is limited only by the human will. John does
not here affirm that the keeping of all God’s com-
mandments is essential to the efficacy of
Christ’s propitiation. That would be equivalent
to saying, Be perfectly holy and God will par-
don you.,” It is the sinner who is pardoned.
The one essential commandment is faith and
love. 1John 3. 23.

The conclusion, A Christian must if he
would have a real divine life, livea life of prac-
tical purity. He must reckon no place for sin in
his conception of a Christly character. Ought
himself also so to walk, even as he walked.

Thoughts for Young People.
Principles of the New Life.

1. All men have sin in themselves. There is
no man who never sins, no man who can by his
own strength rise above sin,

2. The difference between the Christian and the
sinner is not that one is without sin and the other
lives in sin ; but that one hates sin and seeks to
overcome it, while the other cherishes it.

3. The way to rise out of sin is to recognize
its reality in us, to confess it to God, and to our
neighbor, if we have wronged him. Then we are
in condition to be freed from sin.

4. He who secks God needs a propitiation and
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an advocate ; a propitiation making forgivuncnsl

possible, and an advocate to intercede for him.
These we have in Jesus Christ our Lord.

5. If we will thus confess our sins God will be
faithful to his promise and just in his dealings :
will forgive our sins, and will cleanse us from sin
in our lives by a new creation.

6. He who comes to God through Christ enjoys
a full acceptance, an abundant cleansing, and a
communion of heart with God’s people.

7. The follower of God will seek to do God’s
will, and to follow the example of God's Son.
This will be the evidence that he is a true fol-
lower.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

There is one thing so foreign to all our concep-
tions that it seems impossible to imagine that it
ever could have been thought of ; namely, the
suggestion that the apostles of Jesus Christ de-
iiberately distorted the truth as they had received
it from Jesus, and either withheld some things he
said, or added to what he said. Yet there arose
men who so charged against them, and we cannot
get the pith of what John says, but by reprodu-
cing his environment, The Gnostics charged that

the apostles had added the commandments which |

they termed ‘“legal,” those which had reference
to Christian duties, These they said Christ had
not taught. This is much like the modern Mo-
hammedans who say they believe in only so much
of the gospels as are in the exact words of Jesus,
The history of the circumstances under which
Jesus said certain things would be thrown out.
Thus there were those in the days of the apostles
themselves who refused to receive any enlarge-
ment or exposition of the very words of Jesus as
of divine inspiration. The Gnostics, Magi, Co-
rinthians, Docetes, or whatever other class chal-
lenged the authenticity of the teaching of the
apostles on the ground that they had altered or
amended what they got from Jesus are challenged
in turn to sustain their charges. John says (verse
1) that he delivered the message just as he had
received it, and the elder Christians, * fathers,”

Christians worshiped. The Jewish and Chris-
!tiun God was one who created the world, while
the Gnostics declared the evil origin of the world
"us from either a spirit of darkness or by some
spirit of light not free from darkness. They did
not deny the Father in positive terms to be the
Supreme Being, but he was not the Creator.
Other false teachers denied that Christ the Messiah
had come in the flesh, saying that he was only an
incorporeal phantom in which the divine naiure
presented itself to mankind, opposed to which
John says, * our hands have handled " him, chap-
ter 1. 1. The idea that Jesus Christ was only an
apparition would find plenty of encouragement
in the oriental mind, hence the readiness with
which the Mohammedans have affirmed that Jesus
Christ, though himself a real person, was not cruci-
fied, because God deceived the people, putting an-
other person like him, or an apparition, in his
place at the instant of crucifixion.

Verses 5, 7. Fellowship and the light were as-
sociated in the minds of the Jews., At suppers
| the house was filled with lights, lamps, torches,

lanterns, and all who were admitted to the ban-
'quvt, all who enjoyed this fellowship were in the
; light, and Plutarch says those not admitted were
| in the *‘ outer darkness.”

Verse 6. We have an ** Advocate’ has both a
{ Roman and a Hebrew interpretation, When the
‘Ilchn-ws were brought into subjection to the
| Romans they were amenable in Roman civil and
"crimhml courts, They were not acquainted with
the intricacies of the Roman civilization and law
and were obliged to secure the services of a
Roman lawyer to advocate their cause. There
are numerous instances of this civil custom in
| the Scriptures, These attorneys or advocates
| were found in all the Roman provinces, transac-
ting legal and other business in the provineial
:«-uuns. The term denotes an orator and also a
pleader. The Hebrew courts, according to the
rabbis, took great care that the accused was
deemed innocent til! he was proven guilty. Te
and the accuser were on equal footing before the
court, though the defendant had the advantage
that anyone was allowed to speak in his favor,

|

are summoned to witness that they tell the same | but it was not so if they wished to speak on the
things now which they told when they at first | side of the accuser. Advocates were not known
spake words fresh from the lips of Jesus; and | in Hebrew courts of law until a late period in
thus they had *““no new commandment,” chap- | Hebrew history. In Scripture Satan is represent-
ter 2. 7, ed as the accuser, and Jesus Christ as the defend-
In verse 6 he reaffirms what had been said from | ant’s counsel, the *“ advocate.” .
the first that communion with God, love of God, But the connection of this phrase in chapter 6,
would result in walking in the light and keeping | verses 1, 2, rather presents Jesus Christ as an Ad-
the commandments of God. These same Gnosties | vocate, Intercessor, pleading not the lack of guilt
believed that the Supreme Being was holy and | of sinful men, but beseeching that the atonement
that he was “light,” but they denied that this | the Advocate himself had made should be the ba-

Supreme Being was the God whom the Jews and | sis of his standing in the courts of eternal justice.




19,

Iris-
hile
orld
me
did

the
tor,
siah
y an
are
hich
hap-
y an
ent
with
esus
uci-
ran-
- his

 as-
pers
hes,
ban-
 the
vere

th a
| the
the
and
with
| law
of a
here
m in
rates
18ac-
ncial
Iso a
) the
was

e
e the
itage
Avor,
1 the
10Wn
d in
sent-
fend-

ter 6,
1 Ad-
guilt
ment
e ba-
stice,

Dec. 19.)

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 787

The * redemption " was the price laid down for a
captive. The term was used for the price given
to redeem one from the slavery of barbarism.
With the Hebrews it had as a chief reference the
mercy seat or place of atonement because the |
blood of the sacrifice was sprinkled on and before |
that in order to remission of sins. This mercy
seat was the lid, or cover, of the ark of the cove-
nant, and the high priest presented the sacrifice'
as the advocate and representative of the of-
ferer. Jesus Christ stands before the mercy seat |
pleading that his life, death, and sufferings l»c"
accepted as a reason why the sinner should be |
forgiven.

It was a marvelous broadening that had come
to this Jew, John, that he could recognize that
Jesus Christ’s propitiation was not for his own |
race merely, but for the sins of the whole world.

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 5-7.  God is light,  Light is the best sy
bol of God’s nature. It is mysterious, very
glorious, and everywhere present. It is the source
of life, of beauty, of warmth, of joy, of health,
of power. It destroys darkness. Without it the
world would be cold and dead. The sun is the
source of nearly all the forces and movements of
the earth. The sun waters the earth by drawing
up the moisture from the ocean into clouds which
empty on the earth. The coal mines which warm
us are simply stored-up sunshine. Trees and ani-
mals, plants and men live because there is light.
80 God is the source of life and joy and beauty
and holiness.

Verse 8, Have you ever gone into a dark room
and never dreamed that it was full of dust until
the blinds were thrown open #  Then, how plainly
the dust appeared. A housekeeper says, “If
my house is not clean and I don’t want to be dis-
turbed by it I keep it well darkened.” In just
this way the Sun of Righteousness reveals to us
the sins of our hearts. “ If this is truth,” says
the awakening soul who is accepting the Gospel
light, “I am a sinner.”

Versesland?2. Divine forgiveness. God’s nature
is like a fountain. A fountain is moving all the
time. From the well you maust draw water by
main strength. If you would get it by the pump,
you must use your muscle. Do we need forgive-
ness ? Let us bring the empty vessel of our guilt
and hold it beneath his everflowing fountain of
merey. Do we need strength ? Let us bring the
empty vessel of our weakness beneath his foun-
tain of power.—A. (. Diron.

Verses 3 and 4. Obedience, 'The keyword of the
Book of Deuteronomy is, “ Observe and do.”
The burden of Christ’s farewell discourse is, *If

ye love me, keep my commandments,” Often a
soul says, *‘Iused to have joy in my Christian
life, but it is all gone.” I answer, *“ Are you con-
scious of having refused obedience to some dis-
tinet command of your heavenly Father ¥ ¢ Yes,
years ago, God required of me something which I
felt T could not do.” “Ah,you will never get
right till you go back to the point where you pick
up the dropped thread of obedience.”—F, B.
Meyer,

Verse 6. We have the example—‘‘even as he
walked.” The evangelists confirmed the truth
by saying * As it is written.” Since Jesus lived
in the body, we say, *“ As it is lived.""—Newman
Smythe.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

“This, then, is the message.” The sum of the
teaching which John, the beloved disciple, heard
from Jesus, when he leaned upon his bosom ;
when he walked with him through Judea and
Galilee ; when near him in the shadows of Geth-
semane ; when he stood beside the cross ; when
he looked into the empty sepulcher ; when he re-
ceived his blessing as the cloud parted him from
sight ; this is the whole,beautiful, comforting mes-
sage of the Gospel. If we had never heard it
before it would fill us with wonder and joy. But
we have always heard it, and unless we truly re-
ceive in our hearts there is danger of becoming
indifferent to it. If we, by the help of the Holy
Spirit, hear it from Jesus as John heard it, our
joy will be full. God is light. Light is essential
to life; it is life. Light is itself beautiful and
reveals to us all beauty. Light drives away the
fear and uncertainty of, darkness. Light is
purity, truth, knowledge, prosperity, happiness,
love. This is our God: so opposite to the gods
of heathen belief, e is not a God far away,
but one with whom we may have fellowship as
with a father. There can be no fellowship with-
out congeniality. We must be like God before
we can have companionship with him. So the
sin which separates us from him must be re-
moved. If we say there is no sin in us we are
deceived. God knew that we would be deceived
in this, and so he tells us that all have sinned
and come short of the glory of God. If we say
then, that we are not sinners we not only deceive
ourselves, but we make God a liar. He knows
us better than we know ourselves. It would be
folly for a sick man to insist that he was well and
not believe what his physician says and refuses
to take the remedies, But that is not to be com-
pared with the folly and danger of saying we
have not sinned and have no need of a S8aviour.

Theories about sin and its cure are vain and
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misleading. S8in has entered into the world ; we
see its effects everywhere, and if we are honest
we must admit its existence in our own hearts.
(God alone knows what sin is ; how it came ; what
are its consequences, and what is its cure. The
only safe way is to believe his message and ac-
cept gratefully his remedy.

How tender is the message ! He is like a faith-
ful physician dealing with a critical case. The
remedy must be thorough, but it is used with
gentle care. *‘If we confess our sins he is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.”  Only to confess |
only to be sorry ; only to say, * Father, I have
sinned.” That we find this hard to do is proof
of our pride and naughtiness, When we have
confessed and been forgiven, and our hearts are
made clean in his precious blood, we see sin
with different eyes. We are more sorry then for
having grieved God than even for having grieved
a dear earthly friend. O, how hateful sin ap-
pears to one who is in fellowship with God! The
message broadens like a river, bringing life
wherever it flov Jesus not only forgives and
cleanses you and me, but he takes the whole
world in his heart of love, The message is for
everybody, everywhere, It is impossible to keep
it to ourselves when we really know the joy of
it. But if we say we abide inhim we must walk
as he walked. If we profess to love him yet not
obey him, the truth is not in us, The Gospel
message is, confession, faith, salvation, proved
by a consistent life. I pray you may so receive
it that your joy may be full.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

By way of approach to the lesson, tell about
this epistle, when and by whom written, subject,
contents, ete....Luther’s name for it—* The Lit-
tle Bible.”....The message of this lesson : 1. God
is light, verse 5. Show in what respect light is

o
an emblem of God, for example, Blot out the sun
and all life on earth would perish at once....
2. We should walk in the light, verses 6, 7.....
3. The results of walking in the light: (1) Fel-
lowship ; (2) Cleansing.....4. The need of cleans-
ing from sin, verses 8-10.....5. The means of our
cleansing from sin—Jesus Christ, our propitia-
tion and our advocate..... 6. The test of our ac-
ceptance—keeping the commandments, verses
3-6.....Emphasize certain golden sentences in
this lesson, as ** God is light 3 *‘The blood of
Jesus Christ,” ete.; ¢ We have an advocate,” ete. ;
“Hereby do we know that we know him.”....
Requisites for salvation : 1. Recognition of sin
2. Confession of sin ; 3. Seeking Christ; 4. Obe-
dience to Christ ; 5. Imitation of Christ.

|'iar relationship did he hold to Jesus ? John 13

Before the Class.

Material needed,
candle, and pads,

Envelope marked *“1John," a

Introduction, Show envelope, talk about receiv-
ing letters, and ask : Who wrote the letter from
which to-day’

/'8 lesson is taken ? What do we know
about John's life? [Review quickly.] What pecul-
B
When, where, to whom, why, was this letter
written? What are the other writings of John?
What is the tradition concerning John's death ?
Show candle and ask : What
definitions of God have we in the Seripture?
Verse 5, 1 John 4. 8, 16, With which of these
definitions have we to do ? Show that God is the
source of light : physical, moral, and spiritual.

Many Christians make shipwreck of their sup-
posed faith because they do not start aright. In
this lesson the teacher has a grand opportunity
to impress the fundamental truths of Christianity.
This opportunity should be eagerly seized, and
should be prepared for by thoughtful study and
earnest prayer.

Much is gained when the teacher grasps the
reason for which a Scripture is given, That which
comprises our lesson was written that believers
might not sin. See 1 John 2. 1. This suggests
the line of teaching, which consists in having the
pupils answer seven questions, which may be
written on the pad, preserved, and thought over
afterward. The teacher should ask the questions
and not answer them until the class has done as
well as they can.

1. What is sin? See 1 John 8. 4; James 4, 17,
Show the class that it is not difficult to speak of
sin in the abstract, but that it is necessary to
think of specific sins.

Lesson teaching.

When Nathan said to
David: “Thou art the man,” the latter realized
his sin. Each one should ask : What is m

11. Who have sinned? Every one. The Scrip-

| tures, which are very positive on this point,

should be referred to. See Eécl. 7. 205 Rom. 3.
10,23 ; Gal. 3. 105 James 2. 105 and verse 10 of
our lesson. When a person says that he is not a
sinner, who is the liar ?

111, What is the effect of sin? 1John 1. 6 gives
the answer. Separation from God s the effect of
sin. Why? Because nearnessto GGod brings con-
sciousness of sin. When Peter realized who
Jesus was, he cried : *“Depart from me, I am a
sinful man.” When the demons recognized in
Jesus the Holy One of God they wished to get
away from his presence. 8o is it with God’s
children. When they yield to sin they try to get
away from God, because they cannot enjoy God
and sin at the same time, What excludes a per-
son from heaven? Is it not his sin? Heaven is
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in the presence of the angels of God by coming

munion with God. Those who do not enjoy God | unto him? See Luke 15.

here, cannot be happy with him hereafter. Said

Perhaps there is some one in the class who

a young man lately :  * I not only want to get to | once had fellowship with God but has it no more

heaven, but [ want to feel comfortable when I get
there.,”  What did he mean? Teacher bear
heavily on this truth : Sin separates from God.

IV. How may I get vid of sin? Have some one
read Prov. 28, 13, Read verse 9 of to-day’s les-
son. See 1 John 2.1, 2. It is not enough to
know that I am a sinner. Many an outcast i»k
conscious of that. What did the prodigal do
after he realized his condition ¥ That is just what
every one who comes to God must do. By what
two things is true confession followed? Ve

V. What follows cleansing? Fellowship. Note
that this lesson begins with fellowship with God
and ends with abiding in him. Explain what
atonement means: at-one-ment. The work of
Jesus was to bring God’s stray sheep back to him.
The steps are simple : Knowledge of sin, con-
fession of sin, acceptance of Christ as the sin
bearer.  Union with God through Christ. *1
am the way, the truth, and the life; no man
cometh unto the father but by me.”  Fellowship
with God leads to acquaintance with God, which
results in abiding in him. See 1 John 1, 3-5.

VI. How may webe sureof this? Seel John 2.8
The test is keeping God’s word. “ Now are ye
my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you."
Unless the life is in accord with God’s command-
ments the profession is an attempt to deceive.
Whom does John call a liar?

VI. What am I going to do? This is the impor-
tant question. Christ wept over Jerusalem be-
cause they would not come unto him, Will any
in this class cause the Saviour to grieve by re-

aining away from God, or will you cause joy

1 John 2, 1, 2 is for such a one.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Father most holy.

Let the love of God,

Come, Holy Ghost, in love.
Love divine,

0O could I speak.

Shine on our souls, eternal God.
Jesus, only Jesus,

0O sing the power of love divine,
All glory to Jesus be given,
Come, sinners, to the gospel feast,

Blackboard.

leT Us WauK:
| THE LIGHT> ——

A.D.68.] LESSON XIII. GOD’S LOVE

IN THE GIFT OF HI1S SON. [Dec. 26.

GOLDEN TEXT. God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3. 16.

Autnorizen VERSION,
1 John 4. ©-18. [Commil to memory verses 9-11.]

9 In this was manifested the love of God
toward us, because that God sent his only begot-
ten Son into the world, that we might live through
him.

10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propi-
tiation for our sins.

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also
to love one another.

12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we

REVISED VERSION,

9 Herein was the love of God manifested in us,
that God hath sent his only begotten Son into
the world, that we might live through him.

10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but

that he loved us, and sent his Son fo be the

11 propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so

loved us, we also ought to love one another.

12 No man hath beheld God at any time: if we

love one another, God abideth in us, and hie

13 love is perfected in nus: hereby know we that

we abide in him, and he in us, because he hath

e e =
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love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love
is perfected in us.
13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and
he in us, because he hath given us of his 8pirit.
14 And we have seen and do testify that the
Father sent the Son o be the Saviour of the world,
15 Whosoever shall confess that Je'sus is the
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God,
16 And we have known and believed the love
that God hath to us. God is love; and he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

Timé and Place.—

Same as last lesson. |

Home Readings. ‘
. God’s Love in the Gift of His Son, 1John
4, 9-16.

. The prophecy. Isa. 9. 1-7.

W, Visit of the Magi. Matt. 2, 1-10,

Th. Herod foiled. Matt, 2, 11-23,

F. The Word. John 1. 1-14,

S, Message to the shepherds. . 8-20.
S. Simeon’s prophecy. Luke 2. 2

Lesson Hymns.

No. 319, New Canadian Hymnal.
The morning light is breaking ;
The darkness disappears ;

No. 57, New Canadian Hymnal.
Saviour, more than life to me,
1 am clinging, clinging close to thee;

No. 59, New Canadian Hymnal.
Once I thought I walked with Jesus,
Yet such changeful feelings had;

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Gift of Love, v. 9-11.

How has God shown his love to us?

What fact enhances the greatness of his love ?

What feeling ought this love to inspire ?

What have we to do to be saved? GOLDEN
TeXT.
2. The Indwelling Spirit, v. 12-16,

Who has ever seen God ?

How may we know his love perfectly ?

How can we know that God lives with us?

What testimony did John bear?

What results from confessing Jesus as the Son
of God?

‘What does John declare that we have known?

‘When does one dwell in God ?

Of what fact does the Spirit assure us?
chap. 3. 24.

What is Paul's testimony to the indwelling
Spirit? Rom. 8, 16,

See

14 given us of his Spirit. And we have beheld
and bear witness that the Father hath sent the
Son fo be the Saviour of the world. Whoso-
ever shall confess that Je'sus is the Son of
God, God abideth in him, and he in God. And
we know and have believed the love which
God hath in us. God is love; and he that
abideth in love abideth in God, and God abid-

eth in him.

15

Teachings of the Lesson,

1. We ought to love God. He made us; he

preserves us; he redeemed us ; do we not belong

to him ¢ *Glorify God in your body and in your
spirit.”?

2. We ought to love one another. We are God's
children : there should be true family affection.
Love to God should bring forth fruit in real

| human life and service.

3. We ought to have the indwelling Spirit.

| This is our privilege ; to welcome him is our duty.

| QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. The Gift of Love, v. 9-11.
How did God show his love for us?
How is this stated in John 3.16% GoLpeN TEXT,
What were we when God loved us? Rom. 5.8,
What were we made by Christ’s love? Rom,
10,
Whose love came first, God’s or ours?
What does Christ say in John 15. 16?
For what purpose did God send his Son?
What is ** a propitiation 2" A sacrifice which
obtains favor.

How was Christ our propitiation ?

How may we receive the benefit of his sal-
vation ?

Whom should we love? And why?

What is Christ’s commandment? John 15. 12,
13
‘_ What is said in Eph. 4. 32?
2. The Indwelling Spirit, v. 12-16.

Has anyone ever seen God ?

What did God say to Moses? Exod. 83, 20,

In whom may we see God? John 14, 9.

What privilege may we possess? Verse 12,

How may we have God dwelling in us?

How may we know this? Verse 13.

For what purpose did God send his Son ?

How is this declared in John 3, 17,

May this Saviour of the world be our Saviour
also?

What confession is spoken of in verse 15?

What do we need besides this confession?
Rom. 10. 9.

What may every Christian be? Eph, 2.

2
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What personal knowledge is mentioned in
verse 169
How may we possess it ?

Practical Teachin
Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That God loves us?,
2. That God has redeemed us ?
3. That we should love each other?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

‘What does a gift show you?

What is a sacrifice? Giving up something.

How ought we to feel toward one who sacrifices
in order to make us a gift?

How has God showed his love for us?

What precious Gift did he send to the world ¥

Why did he send such a costly Gift?

Why do we need a Saviour ?

How have we lost thé way to our heavenly
home ?

Who has come to kelp us find it again ?

‘What should we do with our Christmas Gift ¢

What lesson do we learn from the story of
God’s love to us?

| Do you like this Christmas lesson ?
| Will you try to learn it ?

How can we show that we have really learned
it? By putting it into practice.

| My Christmas Lesson.
God loved me, and I must love him.
| God loves everybody, and I must love every-
| body.
God gave himself (Jesus) to me, and I must
give myself to him,

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. How did God manifest his love toward us?
He sent his only begotten Son into the
world.

2. For what did he send him? ‘To be the
propitiation for our sins.

3. Why did he send him? GoLpeEN TexT:
¢ God so loved,” ete.

4. If God so loved us what ought we to do?
Love one another.

5. What is true of the man that dwelleth in
love? He dwelleth in God, and God in

 him.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
God’s Great Gift.

I. TaE GIVER,
The love of God. v.9.
From the Father of lights, James1, 17,
The gift of God. Eph. 2. 8.

II. Tae Grer,
His only begotten Son.
His unspeakable gift. 2 Cor. 9. 15.
The Word was made flesh, John 1. 14,

III. Tue MoTIVE OF THE GIFT,
He loved us. v. 10,
His great love....loved us. Eph. 2. 4, 5.
While we were yet sinners. Rom. 5. 8.

| IV. THE OBLIGATION OF THE GIFT,
We ought also tolove, v, 11,
With a pure heart, 1 Peter 1, 22,
Fulfilling of the law. Rom. 13. 10,
V. Tue PRIVILEGE OF THE GIFT,
1. The Divine Indwelling. God duwelleth
inus, v, 12,
Ye are the temple, 2 Cor. 6, 16,
2. The Divine Assurance. Hereby know we,
v. 18,
Spirit....beareth witness. Rom. 8, 16,
3. A Divine Testimony. W losocver shall
confess, v, 13,
Confess withthy mouth. Rom. 10, 9, 10,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The love of God which was alluded to in the last lesson becomes the subject of this. It is the
same writer and from the same epistle. There are few passages in the Word of God which so thor-
oughly reveal God to human intelligence as this. He first shows us that God loved us despite
our enmity to him, that he loved us so greatly as not to spare his own Son, that the sacrifice of his
Son was to save us from the sins in which we live, and that the forgiveness of these sins is only the
starting-point of the new love and eternal life. From this as a premise it is easy to argue that we
should love one another, The mystery of the being of God we never can solve. 'Wemay apprehend
the infinite, we can never comprehend it; but we can to some degree comprehend love. In pro-
portion as we love one another God’s love is developed in us, Our love is the test of our Christian-
ity. After maving made these points John comes back to his own personal experience and gives
his testimony that our Father who is in heaven sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world. He
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also makes a distinet confession of the divine sonship of Jesus, carrying with it as it does belief in
Jesus, trust in him, loyalty to him, identification of motive with him—God dwelleth in him and he

in God. * We have known and believed the love that God hath to us.”
God loves the world of sinners lost,

to know it, do not believe it.
love is a godly life.

But how many men refuse
GOD I8 LOVE, and the life of

Verse 9. In this was manifested the love |

of God toward us, The idea of manifestation
assumes the fact of previous existence. The
love of God was from the beginning of things, it
did not begin with the birth of Jesus. The Re-
vised Version has “inus,” and the margin *in
your case,” which is the true meaning. God
sent his only begotten Son into the world.
This is John's favorite way of describing the in-
carnation. Christ was under commission to do
certain work. Christ was the *“only begotten”
Son; he was also the first-born Son. Rom. 8,
20: Col. 1, 15-18; Heb, 1. 6; 11, 28; 12, 23 ; Rev.
1. 5. The one phrase is characteristic of John,
the other of Paul. The one emphasizes the
unique relation of Christ to God the Father and
his distinctness from created things, the other
emphasizes his existence before created things.
But we are to remember that behind all these
phrases of the apostle’s there exist facts that
our human intelligence cannot fathom or define.
We cannot think of God either as Father or Son
without poetically attributing human form, hu-
man modes of activity to him—the hand of God,
the eye of God, the face of God, his chariot and
his fatherhood and sonship are all alike human
in conception, what the philosophers call anthro-
pomorphie, and therefore inadequate, That
we might live through him. Our spiritual
life we owe to Christ’s life on earth.

10. Herein islove, ‘ Herein,” like the “in
this” of the last verse, has to do with what fol-
lows. Not that we loved God. For man
does not naturally regard God—embodied good-
ness—with love; we fear him rather. He
loved use The gospel and epistles of John cir-
cle around this blessed truth. Sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins, Concilia-
tion, See the note on propitiation in the last
lesson. Our Lord’s death was a sacrifice ; but it
was a sacrifice offered not for the suke of appeas-
ing one who is angry with a personal feeling
against the offender, but of removing that
which interposes an inevitable obstacle to fellow-
ship.

11. So is emphatic. God loved us with such
unutterable love, We ought also to love one
another. Legally this is our duty. We should
regard ourselves as sent into the world to be a
propitiation for the sins and blunders of all
about us, and to turn evil into good by our per-
sonal sacrifice.

12. No man hath seen God at any time.
The structure of the Greek is here inverted, great-
ly to the loss of emphasis; *‘God hath no man
ever yet seen,”  Human intelligence eannot un-
derstand the divine essence. If we love one
another God dwelleth in us. A confusion of
thought may arise in the minds of some scholars
because of the many different mental and affec-
tional qualities that are known by the name of
love. It is doubtless true that all love on earth
is of God. Even so truly an animal instinct as
shown by the hen clucking to call her chickens
under her wings has some remote but real resem-
blance to the universal love of God. His love is
perfected in us. Thi$ means his loving nature
is made perfect in our nature of love. Do not
explain it as meaning our love of him or his love
of us.

13. Hereby know we . .. because he
hath given us of his Spirit. The indwelling
love spoken of in the last verse. This lesson
brings us into the midst of deep mysteries, and
the wise teacher will not attempt to explain
everything that his own experience even makes
certain to him, but this much is plain, whether
we understand it or not, it is possible for human
beings to participate in the divine nature.

14. We have seen and do testify. Our
testimony is founded on our own sense and our
own mental apprehension, “8een’ here refers
not merely to John’s physical seeing of Christ’s
physical body, but to his mental recognition of
the Son of God and Son of man. The Saviour
of the world. “Saviour” was a phrase in
common pagan use. The different gods were
called “Saviour,” and so were certain princes,

15. Whosoever., ‘Who if there be any.”
Shall confess. * Confess” here hasthe force of
“declare.” Jesus is the Son of God, Of di-
vine origin and possessing divine dignity, God
dwelleth in him, and he in God. See verse
13. “The fellowship of God with man and of
man with God carries with it the consummation
of love.”— Westeott,

16. We. Christians, Have known and
believed the love that God hath to -us.
Knowledge and faith are the two corner stones
of the Christian confession. He that dwelleth
in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.
Both in verses 15 and 16 the Revised Version has
“abideth” for “‘dwelleth.” Read the note from
Westcott in the last verse,
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CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Tue Love or Gob, |

Love is the sublimest principle ever mani-
fested in history. It is essentially divine,
“the only moral attribute ever affirmed of
God without any explanation or limitation.”
“God is love,” Verse 16, That love is mani=
fested s 1. In that it is extended toward us—
creatures so far below him and utterly un-|

have, namely, divine love*” The reply to the
question states a vital fact which magnifies the
love of God. * What the sacrifice produced was

| such a change in the relation between God and

the sinner that God can henceforth display
toward sinful man one of the elements of his
nature rather than another.’—Godet. It was
love that gave the Son to be a propitiation for

worthy of him. “Behold what manner of love sin in order that through the propitiation it
the Father hath bestowed upon us.” 8.1, To might remove what would have been a fatal hin-
John's view it is amazing that God’s love should | drance to its fuller and higher displays in the life
reach to our level. To be sure by virtue of his | of the believer. With the barrier of sin before
unequalled perfections, if he loves at all he must | U8 We are subjects of God's compassion. With
look to that which is beneath him. Isa. 57, 15, | that barrier removed (by propitiation) our whole
But were there not beings in the universe un- | being isopen for the entrance of God’s life. Thus
fallen and more worthy than our sinful race? | Weare begotten—* called to be the Sous of God.”

Was not the eternal Ron himself enough to satisfy
the Father's heart ? “But God commendeth his
love toward us . . . while we were yet sinners,” | 1. Jtsobligation. OughtisJohn’s word. He had
Rom. 5. 8. heard the words of our Raviour, * Thisis my com-
2. In the gift of his Son. The magnitude of | mandment, that ye love one another as 1 have
the gift is the measure of the love. Onmly bee |lovedyou.” John 15, 13. It thenisaduty, acom-
gotten Sd The relation of Jesus to God as | mand to be obeyed. The feeling of love is not
described in this phrase is a deep mystery to be | directly subject to our will. It must arise from
explained only by his own revelation ot his divine | the contemplation of God’s love. But the prin-
person, The attempt to explain the term “ only | ciple of love does not come within the reach of
begotten * by reference to the mode of his earthly | will. In the two modes which John has pictured
conception, *“conceived of the Holy Ghost,” has ‘ here of God’s love we too can love one another :
completely failed. Equally unsatisfactory is the ‘ul) We can forgive and (2) we can give. Would
effort to make *“Son of God” mean ‘“the|we know the limits of this twofold expression
Messiah,” The words describe the relation of | of love, we have only toask what werc the limits
Jesus to God back in the eternal past as “a son | of God’s love for us?
begotten  and the “only” one, Ie was the | 2. Jts character, It is God in us. Verse 13.
object of the Father’s eternal love—one with him | Men cry for the presence and power of God in
in his essence—the recipient of his glory and his ‘ them, and expect him to come upon them as a
love. It is poor theology, and worse exegesis of | something distinet from themselves. In so far
Scripture, that teaches a discrepancy of character | as we appropriate the things that inhere in the
between the Father and the Son : as if the Father | life of God—truth, purity, love—we are possessed
were Wrath and the Son, Mercy. They were in ‘ of him. Loving one another God dwelleth in
every respect one, But love sent (Revised Ver- | us. Also verse 16, This indwelling of God is
sion * hath sent ") this Son of his! something more than a mere imitation of his ex-
3. For the purpose of our life. ‘That we might | cellencies by the effort of our will. The divine
live. God’s purpose inthe creation of man was | life is something better than holy resolutions.
to get to himself a whole race of sons, like the | Jesus prayed that our union with him might be
only begotten one. This was our destiny, to par- | as close as his union with God. Even as God
take of the eternal life and become like him. By | filled his being, he fills ours. The Spirit that fills
our fault we lost our high place and began the | those who really love God is the actual presence
career of death ; but God’s love in Christ seeks ! of his Son in them. It is a personal fellowship of
our recovery. | which the recipient is conscious. Iereby know
4. The Sow’s sacrificial death. Sent his Son to } we, ete. Verse 13,
be the propitiation for our sins. God's l(m-“ 8. Its testimony. The purpose of testimony is
laid hig Son on the altar of sacrifice, The ques- | not simply to be a blessing to others, It is es-
tion has been asked, * If it is God himself who has | sential to the preservation of the faith of him
established this means of pardon of his free grace, | who has experienced the divine indwelling,
what purpose then was this means to serve? “With the heart man believeth unto righteous-
What more can it obtain for us than we already | ness, and with the mouth confession is made unto

Tue Love or Gop’s CHILDREN,
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|
salvation.”” Rom. 10,10, By faith we are saved, | of theglobe, This piece of Hebrew literature, the

by confession or profession we continue saved.
This latter is a mode of persevering fidelity to
blessed fact that came to us in believing, Holy
living is itself a form of testimony. A clear con-
viction demands utterance. For a clear knowl-
edge of the indwelling God, confession is es-
sential. Verses 14-15,

Thoughts for Young People.

1. God is our Fuather. This is the earliest in-
fantile conception of God and it is the profound-
est conception that the loftiest intellect can have.
He is our Father, and therefore the source of our
life ; our Father, and therefore at once just and
loving ; our provider, our great caretaker, our
companion, God reveals himself to us in two
ways : by creation and by revelation; by that
which appeals to our senses and by that which
appeals to our inmost nature,

2. The Fuather sent the Son. ** That holy thing
that shall be born of thee,” said the amgel to |
Mary, ‘“shall be called the Son of God.” Man-|
kind never rightly understood the fatherhood of |
God until the Son revealed it. *No man know-
eth the Father save the Son and he to whomso-
ever the Son will reveal him.”

3. God islove, If so and if we are his children
our lives should be lives of love." We should, like
our heavenly Father, love the unlovely, If
earthly affections are in any sort a picture of
God’slove, then let those affections be manifested
in all sincerity, purity, tenderness, unselfishness,
that men may be led by seeing them to catch a
glimpse of what God must be. In one sense “ no
man hath seen God at any time ;" in another
sense ** if we love one another, God dwelleth in
us and his love is perfected in us.” All his sons
his image bear.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

“The love of God,” or * man’s love to God,”

|
| save,

| first ¢ Epistle ”” of John, which is no epistle at
all, for it has not the form of a letter to the
churches specific or general, but is rather an es-
say or treatise ortract, is unmatched and abso-
lutely unique among the entire oriental religious
literature—there is nothing like it outside of He-
brew and Christian sacred helps.

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 9. God’s love, John G. Paton, the mis-
sionary who went to the New Hebrides Islands,
| suffered privations of every sort, Hehad to wit-
| ness cannibal feasts and revolting cruelty, and
! hideous practices. The unhealthy climate
| brought him to the gate of death, His wife
! caught the fever and died. IIé was hunted like a
[ wild beast by the people whom he had come to
His life was threatened again and again.
But his sacrifice was not in vain. Those savages
felt the love of God as it was shown in the heart
of this missionary and to-day the Christian civ-
ilization of those islands stands as a monument
to that man’s love for them.

Verses 10, 16, Why does Godloveme? Tell me
why the mother loves her babe. It is apparently
one of the most insignificant of creatures; and
yet what a tide of love goes out toward it! It
is her nature to love her child. She makes him
lovely by loving, by waiting, and by training. I
am as a lump of clay., What can the clay do of
itself ? Put it upon the potter’s wheel, lay upon
it a skillful hand and see how the rude clay begins
to take on form. See how it beginsto show the
most exquisite lines of the old vases. See how
by the touch of the moulding hand it is brought
to something that it is not of itself, My God is
a God who loves out of his own nature. Itis
not needful that I should be beautiful or good in
order that he shall love me. We are saved by
grace. Our salvation does not depend upon
what we are, but upon what God is.

Verse 11, Just as there is light in the world

are both phrases peculiar to the Christian and
Hebrew religion. Dr. Legge, the learned sina- | because the particles of matter in the atmos-

logue of Oxford University, deliberately records | Phere reflect the light which comes from the sun,
the fact that after forty years’ residence in Chi- | 80 there is love in the world, human love as we
na, and more than forty years' study of Confu- | S8Y, because the children of God reflect the love

cianism, he has yet to find in all Confucian litera-
ture the slightest reference to the love of God, We
take him to mean by this that love is not spoken
of as an element in the supreme being, nor is

which comes from him,

orse 12, We prove our love to God by loving
our brother, That rich young ruler who thought
he loved God, learned in one sentence from the

there any reference to his exercising love to man, | Great Teacher, that since he did not love his
or of it being obligatory in any way for man to | brother and was unwilling to serve him, his pro-
love God. It simply is absent from the thought | fessed love for God was at a discount. The
of Confucianism, and thus absent from the litera- | priest and the Levite on their way to worship
ture which dominates one third the population lproved most conclusively that they did not love
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God when they passed by on the other side and }

left the wounded traveler to die.

Verses 14, 15, Confession, Peter's (-onfesuinnl
that Christ is the 8on of God, was followed by !
the glorious vision in the transfiguration of
Christ. 8o our confession of Christ brings to us
his presence,, “ I never had the conscious pres-
ence of Christ until I was willing to confess him,”
is the oft-repeated testimony of those who tried
to be “silent partners,” and who learned that
Jesus gave his joy to those only who confess him,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

The Golden Text of our review is also our
Golden Christmas Text; and the sweetest thought
of this glad day is God’s love in the gift of his
Son. Wemust not forget that we owe all the joy
of Christmas to that one gift of love, If we had
no Christ we should have no Christmas, Among
the beautiful things we have received, or given to
our friends, what have we given to him ?

We have discovered many valuable truths in
the lessons of the quarter :

1. We learned that Paul could say in the face
of duty, opportunity, danger, death, “I am
ready,” because he had in his youth given him-
self to the Lord Jesus for guidance and instruc-
tion!

2. There is a sweet secret life with God which
keeps one quiet, patient, gentle, victorious in the
midst of confusion, trial, and conflict,

3. Conscious integrity, sincerity, self-respect-
ing honesty, give one inward strength, and power
to influence others. The convenient time to listen
to the voice of the Holy Spirit is now.

4. Truest faith is tested most that it may come
forth asgold : and the highést character is gained
by walking in the way of obedience,

5. We must believe God even as it is told us,
Not as we think it may be, or ought to be, but as
he says it is, and will be. So doing we shall be
full of courage, and able also to say to others, * Be
of good cheer.,”

6. Weare within the charmed circle of all things
working for good when we obediently accept
God’s plan for us.

7. What we call hindrances are often swift
stepsin the heavenward journey ;and trials afford
opportunity to prove the saving grace of the Lord
Jesus,

8. We are in a real fight with a real foe. Ie
will take us unawares unless we put on the whole
armor of God. Having that we are sure of victory.

9. Strong drink is a snare to be feared and
shunned. It stingeth like a serpent, and biteth
like an adder,

10. Selfishness is the bitter fountain of all

wrong, The spirit of Jesus is its cure. Are we
seeking to have the mind that was in him ?

11. Belief makes all difference in character, and
in its final outcome, Hold fast to sound Bible
doctrine,

12, The Gospel message is: a holy and loving
God ; confession of sin j faith in Jesus the Saviour
from sin ; cleansing in his precious blood ; fellow-
ship with the Father ; consistent, righteous living
here ; eternal life in heaven. Have we received
the message in our hearts ? Are we telling it out
80 that everyone may hear ?

The Teachers’ Meeting.

This is a Christmas lesson and it is a lesson on
God’s great Christmas gift to the world. Verses
9, 10 show that the gift of God’s Son for the sins
of mankind was made because he loved us, (1) It
was the most loving Christmas gift ever made,
But how can God love sinners ? Because, though
sin is loathsome, there is in every sinner the pos-
sibility of a saint, (2) It is a very precious gift—
the gift of God’s Son, of his only begotten Son.
Verses 9, 10. (3) It is a gift of redemption,
Verse 10. We need not pretend to understand
philosophically the atonement made by Christ,
but we can understand that atonement is a work
which brings two hostile forces together, and we
know that the reconciliation isa reconciliation of
man to God. (4) It isa gift which should arouse
our love, We love God because he first loved
us. We cannot feel God’s love without loving
him, We cannot love God without loving one
another. (5) It is the gift of God’s presence.
When God gives us his Son he gives us himself.
Our bodies were madeto be the temples of the
Holy Ghost ; God wants to have his home in the
hearts of his children. (6) It is a gift to which
we should bear witness, Verses 14-16, We like
to talk about our Christmas gifts ; we have none
about which we should talk as much as this,
“Now I will tell to sinners round what a dear
Saviour I have found.” God’s Churchis estab-
lished in this world for the purpose of bearing
testimony to God’s great gift.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Let the love of God.

Praise, for his excellent greatness,
There’s a wideness inGod’s mercy,
Joy to the world.

Hark ! the herald-angels sing.

ilory be to Godon high,

Hark ! what mean those holy voices.
Jesus, only Jesus !

Prince of peace.

Glory to God !
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-

FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW.
December 26.
Home Readings.
M. Paul's Last Journey fo Jerusalem.
21, 1-15.
Tu. Paul a Prisoner at Jerusalem.
17-30.
Paul Before the Roman Governor.
24, 10-25.
. Paul Before King Agrippa.
32,
Paul’s Voyage
13-26.
Paul’s Ministry in Rome.  Acts 28, 17-31,
Paul’s Last Words, 2 Tim. 4. 1-8, 16-18,

Acts

09

Acts
Acts
Acts 2. 19-

and Shipwreck. Acts 27,

Golden Text.

God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son,that whosoever believe
eth in him should not perish, but have eva
erlasting life.

Lesson Hymns.
No. 319, New Canadian Hymnal.

The morning light is breaking ;
The darkness disappears ;

No. 57, New Canadian Hymnal,

Saviour, more than life to me,
1 am clinging, clinging close to thee ;

No. 59, New Canadian Hymnal,
Once I thought I walked with Jesus,
Yet such changeful feelings had;

Before the Class.

As each lesson is taken up have the Golden
Text repeated, and ask questions concerning the
persons and places mentioned in the lesson.
Too much time should not be spent on geography,
nor should too much attention be given to one
lesson to the detriment of the others. In prepar-
ing for the lesson hour remember that the time
is to be spent in reviewing—that is, in recall-
ing what has been taught rather than in teaching
new truths. This does not exclude the possibil-
ity of treating the truths already taught in a new
way. The following is suggested as an outline for
the review, If padsare used, the wise teacher will
prepare beforehand a pad for each member of
the class on which are printed twelve outlines
like this:

PICT URES 1
9
ER. AP. 3

3
Have the members of the class, in answer to
questions, fill out the outlines, so that the pads
when complete will look like this : #
LEesson 1.
ICTURES 1 Paul on shipboard.
P 2 Agabus  bound with
ERSONAL Paul’s girdle.
3 Paul on his way to Je-
rusalem,

1 tod never does for his fol-
lowers what he gives them
power todo for themselves,

2 The Holy Spirit knows what
is before us,

s way is not always an

APPLICATION

Lesson IIL

1‘) ICTURES

APPLICATION

1 Paul praying in the
temple,

2 Paul on the castle stairs,
3 Paul bound.

1 Paul was bound, but free,

2 Am I bound or free?

3 How may I obtain true free-

dom ?

Lesso~ 111,
l ICTURES

APPLICATION

1 Paul before Felix.
2 Felix giving judgment,
3 Paul preaching to Felix
and Drusilla.
1 Am I righteous ?
2 Am I temperate ?
3 Am I prepared for the judg-

ment ?
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Lesson 1V,
ICTURES 1 Paul before Festus,
P 2 Festus interrupting Paul.
3 Paulappeals to Agrippa.
1 What is it to confess ?
APPLICATION 2 Whom, how, why should I
confess here?
3 Who will be confessed here-
after?

1 Paul on shipboard.
2 Paul’s vision,

LessoN V,
3 Paul exhorting the sail-
ors,

PICTL‘ RES
1 To whom do I belong ?

APPLICATION 2 WhydoIbelongtothis One?
3 How do I show it ¥

Lessox VI,
ICTURES 1 Paul and the viper.
P 2 Paul and the Islanders.
3 Paul at Rome,
1 I will learn God’s will.
APPLICATION 2 I will do God’s will.
3 I will declare God’s will.

Lessox VIIL
ICTURES 1 Paul working.
P 2 Paul witnessing,
3 Paul writing.
1 I will be a worker for Jesus,
APPLICATION 2 I will be a witnesser for
Jesus,
3 I will be a writer for Jesus.
Lessox VIII.

In this and the following lessons, in addition
to the general points referred to in Lesson I,
question as to each epistle, When, where, by
whom, to whom, why written ?

ICTURES 1 An armed soldier.
P 2 A wrestling soldier,
8 A praying soldier.
1 Am I a soldier of the cross ¥
APPLICATION 2 Am I fighting?
3 Or am I in the hospital ¢

Lessox IX,
ICTURES 1 An armed Christian,
P 2 A pure Christian.
38 A sober Christian.
1 What is it to be sober ?
APPLICATION 2 Why should I be sober?
3 How shall I be sober ?

Lessox X.
ICTURES 1 Christ in glory.
P 2 Christ on the cross,

3 Christ exalted.
1 Am I loving?

APPLICATION 2 Am I humble ?

|
’ Lesson XI.

ICTURES 1 A fight,
2 A course,

3 A faith,
1 How am I keeping the faith?
APPLICATION 2 IHow do I regard death?
3 Shall 1 have a crown ?
LessoN XIL

iPlCTL’RES 1 A man separated from
God.

2 Jesus on the cross mak-
ing atonement.
3 A man in fellowship
with God.
| 1 Am I rid of sin?
APPLICATION 2 How doI know it?
[ 3 How do I show it ?
| These outlines may be reproduced on the black-
| board, where the review is conducted from the
platform or in a room in which there is a black-
| board. Where neither blackboard nor pad is
| used the teacher should be prepared to draw out
by rapid questions the lesson pictures and the
truths, or he may give the pictures and let the
class give the truths which they teach.

REVIEW SCHEME FOR SENIOR AND
INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS.

I. Recite the TiTLEs and GoLpeN TEXTS for the
quarter’s lessons.

II. Write one practical TEAcmING of each les-
son,

III. Indicate one Dury inculcated by each les-
| son of the gquarter.

IV. What one great TruTn do all the lesson il-
lustrate and enforce ?

e e
Sharon’s Rose.

A Persian fable says: One day

| A wanderer found a lump of clay,

So redolent of sweet perfume,

Its odor scented all the room.

“ What art thou?” was his quick demand ;

“ Art thou some gum from Samarcand ¥

Or spikenard in a rude disguise ?

Or other costly merchandise ? "

“Nay, I am but a lump of clay ! "

“Then whence this wondrous sweetness, say ? "

“Friend, if the secret I disclose,

I have been dwelling with the Rose !

Meet parable ; for will not those

Who love to dwell with Sharon’s Rose

Distil sweet scents o’er all around,

Tho’ poor and mean themselves be found ¢

Giood Lord, abide with us, that we

3 How may I become loving May catch these odors fresh from Thee.
and humble?

—Sclected,
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REVIEW SCHEME FOR

YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

Lxs- TITLES, { GOLDEN TEXTS WHAT ABOUT. ’ My LESS
RON. | LES. | LDEN TEXTS, 3 | ] ESSON.
I. Paul’s Last Journey to. I am ready nnl w be bonnd A long jnmne) To go where God calls
Jerusalem, only, but also to die at Jerusa-| me,
lem for the name of the Lord|
| Jesus,
1I. | Paul a Prisoner at Je- If any man suffer asa Chris-| Suffering for Christ’ S| * Stand up, stand up
rusalem, tian, let him not be ashamed. sake. r Jesus.”
1L | Paul Before the nu- Fear thou not; for I am 6 A ruler who trembled. | is but to
man Governor, with thee. .
1v. Paul  Before l\lng Whosoever therefore shalll A chained prlmnprl If my heart
Agrippa. lconfess me before men, him greater than a crowned| Be true and right,
| will I confess also before my king. God will help me
Father which is in heaven. With his might,
\ (3 Paul's Voyvage and| Be of good cheer; for I be-‘ An unselfish prisoner, ** 1 believe God."
Shipwreck. lieve God, that it shall be even
as it was told me.
VI. Paul in Melita and We know that all things| Working for Jesus. | To give is to live in
'Rome, work together for good to the heavenly light.
’ them that love God. |
VIL Paul's Ministry in| I am not ashamed of the A chained preacher. Work for Jesus just
Rome. gospel of Christ: for it is the | \where you are.
power of God unto salvation to
levery one that believeth. i
VIIL The Christian Armor. | Be strong in the Lord, and| Ready for service, I “Pm. on the whole ar-
n the power of his might. |
x. Salutary Warnings. Be ye therefore sober, and| A great example. ‘ W Mnre like Jesus
watch unto prayer, ‘ uld I be.”
X. Christ's Humility and| Let this mind be in_you,| The law of love. o They who love
Exaltation. which was also in Christ Jesus. The Saviour true,
Will gladly serve
Each other t0o."
XI. Paul's Last Words. I have fought a good fight,| A faithful soldier, To love and to serve is
I have finished my course, 1 |Christlike,
have kept the faith,
XIL John's Message About' If we confess our sins, he I~4 Light and darkness, “Let us walk in the

‘sm and Salvation. faithful and just to forg

our sins.

ive us light, in the light of
God.™

Children Keen Observers.

No eye is keener, no judgment more likely to
be right than that of the little child. It is not
merely a fancy that the man or the woman whom
a child distrusts is one who will bear watching
and who should not be taken into the inner circle
of intimate friendship. There may be excep-
tions, but the rule is that he who awakens dread
and suspicion in a child has about him some
trait of character that is apt to make him a disa-
greeable neighbor and a treacherous friend,

Many a man has revealed his true nature un-
wittingly by his conduct in the presence of a child,
The deceiver or the hypocrite who is all smiles in
presence of an adult, especially of one whose
friendship it seems wise to cultivate, is often surly
and tyrannical when he has nobody but a child
with whom to deal. He does not think it neces-
sary to wear his mask, yet the child’s memory is
as impressionable as wax, but more enduring
than marble. Most readers will recall the names
of persons toward whom they cherish an invin-
cible repugnance because of something that oc-
curred in childhood.

The truth is that the small child is a keen-eyed
observer, Nothing that passes in its presence is
unnoticed. Sometimes it surprises the parent by
referring to an event several weeks after its oc-

currence, Nobody thought the child was taking
notice at the time. If you want to know what is
going on in your neighbor’s domestic circle, cul-
tivate the acquaintance of his baby who is old
enough to talk, By keeping your ears open to
the baby’s remarks you will learn more about the
man and his family in a half hour than a year's
superficial acquaintance would bring. We do
not advise such a study of unsophisticated child-
hood ; on the contrary, we deprecate it. Never-
theless, it is a fact in human nature which those
who are wise will not ignore,

He who does not show himself at his best when
in the company of a child is a very foolish per-
son, Some folks imagine that they can unbend
morally and every other way when alone, or in
a certain sort of company, save for the presence
of a prattling child. The little one “doesn’t
count,” they think, and so they proceed to ex-
pose their basest depths to the comrade of the
hour. The chances are that at an inconvenient
time the child will heap shame and confusion upon
them. Little escapes the eye of a child, and
that which he notes makes an indelible impres-
sion, Who would desire to go into eternity and

face the Judge upon the throne conscious that
by act or word of his he had forever marred one:
of these young livesb—Central Christion
cate,

Advos
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RESPONSIVE REVIEW SERVICE FOR FOURTH QUARTER.

Supt. Give Title and Golden Text of Lesson 1.

Right-hand Half of School. Paul's Last Journey to
Jerusalem,

Left-hand Half, *1 am ready not to be bound only,
but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord
Jesus,"

Supt, Lesson II.

Right-hand Half. Paul a Prisoner at Jerusalem.

Left-hand Half, *1f any man suffer as a Christian,
let him not be ashamed.”

Supt. Lesson 111,

Right-hand Half. Paul Before the Roman Governor.

Left-hand Half. ** Fear thou not; for I am with
thee,"

Nupt, Lesson IV,

Right-hand Half. Paul Before King Agrippa.

Left-hand Half. ** Whosoever therefore shall eon-
fess me before men, him will I confess also before my

Father which is in heaven."

Supt. Lesson V.,

Right-hand Half. Paul's Voyage and Shipwreck.

Left-hand Half. ** Be of good cheer: for I believe
God, 12at it shall be even as it wastold me."”

Nupt. Lesson VI.

Right-hand Half. Paul in Melita and Rome,

Left-hand Half. **We Eknow that all things work
together for good to them that love God."

Nupt, Lesson VIIL.

Right-hand Half. Paul’s Ministry in Rome,

Left-hand Half. *I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth,”

Supt. Lesson VIII

Right-hand Half. The Christian Armor.

Left-hand Half. * Be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might.”

Nupt. Lesson IX.

Right-hand Half, Salutary Warnings.

Left-hand Half. * Be ye therefore sober, and watch
unto prayer."

Supt. Lesson X.

Right-hand Half. Christ’s Humility and Exaltation.

Left-hand Half. * Let this mind be in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus,"™

Supt. Lesson XI.

Right-hand Half. Paul's Last Words,

Left-hand Half. *1 have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the faith.”

Supt. Lesson XII.

Right-hand Half. John's Message About Sin and
Salvation.

Left-hand Half. “If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins.”

Supt. First Single Voice, give us the Lesson Story of
Lesson 1.

First Single Voice. Paul, coming eastward from
Ephesus across the Mediterranean, landed at Tyre, and
finding disciples, stayed seven days. These disciples
besought him not to go up to Jerusalem. And when he
departed, the Christians with their wives and children
went with him to the shore, where he kneeled down
and prayed with them, The next stopping place was
Cwesarea, Here a certain prophet from Judea visited

| him, and taking Paul’s girdle bound his own bands and
| feet, saying, ** Thus saith the Holy Ghost, 8o shall the
} Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this gir«
dle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gen-
| tiles.” Then Paul's friends besought him not to go to
Jerusalem. But Paul answered, * What mean ye to
| weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to
be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name
of the Lord Jesus."

Supt. The Lesson Story of Lesson II.

Second Single Voice. When Paul was arrested in the
temple at Jerusalem he told of his conversion and his
| call to give the Gospel to the Gentiles. This made the
people very angry, and they cried out, ** Away with
such a fellow from the earth: for it isnot fit that he
should live.” 'The chief captain commanded him to
be brought into the castle and scourged. As they were
binding him Paul said, ** Is it lawful for you to scourge
a Roman, and uncondemned "' When the centurion
and chief captain heard that he was a Roman, they were
afraid. On the morrow, desiring to know what accu-
sation the Jews brought against Paul, he brought him
down before the council.

Supt. The Lesson Story of Lesson III.

Third Single Voice. Paul before the Roman governor
finds that three accusations have been made against
him. 1. He is a moverof sedition, 2. He has profaned
the temple. 3. Heis a ringleader of the sect of the Naza-
renes. He meets the first by saying that he has been in
Jerusalem but twelve days, and was not found disputing
with any man anywhere, He meets the second by say-
ing that certain Jews found him purified in the temple
neither with multitude nor tumult, who ought to be
present if they had aught against him, Concerning the
third, he said that after the way which they called
heresy he worshiped the God of his fathers, believing
in the resurrection of the dead. Felix commanded the
centurion to let Paul have his liberty, and that his ac-
quaintance should be allowed to minister to him, A
few days later he came with his wife Drusilla to hear
Paul concerning the faith in Christ,

Supt. The Lesson Story of Lesson IV,

Fourth Single Voice, Paul, before King Agrippa, tells
the story of his conversion, and says that the Jews
sought to kill him because he preached the gospel tothe
Gentiles. He declares that he is preaching the Messiah
of whom the prophets spoke. Festus tells him that he
ismad. He answers that heis speaking the words of
truth and soberness, and turning to King Agrippa he
asks him if he believes the prophets, Then Agrippa said,
“* Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” Paul
answered, ** I would to God, that not only thou, but also
all that hear me this day, were both almost, and alto-
gether such as I am, except these bonds.” Then the
king and governor consulted together and decided that
he had done nothing worthy of bonds, but as he had
appealed to Cgesar, to Cgesar he must go.

Supt. The Lesson Story of Lesson V.

Fifth Single Voice. Paul's ship was caught in a tem-
pestuous wind, y tossed witha ‘With

their own hands the passengers cast out the tackling of
the ship, and when neither sun nor stars appeared after

many days, all hope of being saved was taken away.

o
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Paul stood forth and said: ** Be of good cheer: there
shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the
ship. For there stood by me this night the angel of God,
whose I am and whom 1 serve, saying, Fear not, Paul 3
thou must be brought before C: + « « Howbeit, we
must be cast upon a certain islan

Nupt. The Lesson Story of Lesson VI,

Sixth Single Voice. The island upon which Paul's
company was cast was Melita, where the people re-
ceived them Kindly and built a fire to warm them.
When Paul gathered a bundle of sticks, a viper came
out of the heat and fastened on his hand. Then the
barbarians thought he was a murderer whom venge-
ance would not suffer to live. But when he shook off
the beast and felt no harm, they concluded he was a
god. The father of the chief man of the island was
sick, whom Paul healed. After three months Paul
sailed for Rome, and when the brethren heard of it
they came to Appii Forum to meet him, #nd when they
came to Rome Paul was delivered to a soldier, who
kept him,

Supt. The Lesson Story of Lesson VII,

Seventh Single Voice. In Rome Paul called the Jews
together and told them that their brethren had deliv-
ered him a prisoner to the Romans, not because he had
committed anything against the people. And the Ro-
mans would have let him go had he not appealed to
Cwmsar. The Jews answered that they desired to hear
about the Christian faith which was everywhere spoken
against. They appointed a day and came to his lodg-
ing. and to them he preached Jesus. Some believed
and some believed not.  Paul told them that because
they had shut their ears, the salvation of God was sent
to the Gentiles. And Paul dwelt two years in his own
hired house, teaching those things which concern the
Lord Jesus Ctrist, no man forbidding him.

Supt. The Lesson Story of Lesson VIIL

Eighth Single Voice. Paul wrote the Ephesians to
put on the Christian’s armor, for they had to fight
against four kinds of enemies: Principalities, powers,
the rulers of the darkness of this world, spiritual wick-
edness in high places. They must wear these six pieces
of Gospel armor: The girdle of truth, the breastplate
of righteousness, the shoes of Gospel peace, (e shield
of faith, the helmet of salvation, the sword of the Spirit.
They must watch and pray for themselves and him
that he might open his mouth boldly, He was an
ambassador from the court of heaven, although in
bonds.

Supt. The Lesson Story of Lesson IX.

Ninth Single Voice. Peter reminds Christians that
because Christ suffered for them they should no longer
live in sin, but to the will of God, He recalls their
past lives and what they have been saved from—lascivi-
ousness, lusts, excess of wine, revelings, banquetings,
and abominable idolatries. He tells them they must
leave their old companions in sin who would think it
strange that they no longer ran to the same excess of
riot. Because Christ would come again, it behooved
them to be sober and watch unto prayer, and above all
things to have fervent love among themselves, for love
would cover a multitude of sins.

Supt. The Lesson Story of Lesson X.

Tenth Single Voice. Paul exhorts the Philippians to
be united in mind and heart, doing nothing through
strife or vainglory. He shows them the beauty of
Jowly-mindedness, and cites as the great example Jesus

| Christ, who, being ip the form of God, made himself of
no reputation and took upon him the form of a servant
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross, Wherefore God bas highly exalted him, and
given him a name above every name: that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Supt. The Lesson Story of Lesson XI.

venth Single Voice. Paul writing from his prison
\m-ll in Rome to Timothy, solemnly charges him to
preach the word, to reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
long-suffering and doetrine, In speaking of his own
‘Idunm. he says: *I am now ready to be offered, and
the time of my departure is at hand, I have fought a
| good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the
faith : henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them that love his appearving.” He tells Tim-
othy that although men forsook him at his trial, the
Lord stood with him and strengthened him, and his
chief desire was fulfilled=the Gentiles heard his preach-
ing. With faith undimmed, he declares that God will
deliver ‘him from every evil work and preserve him
unto his heaveniy kingdom,

Supt. The Lesson Story of Lesson XII.

Twelfth Single Voice. John's message {8 that God Is
light. We cannot say that we have fellowship with
God if we are walking in darkness, If we say that we
have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
m s, But if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
| to orgive usour sins., He says, If any mansin, we have
an advoeate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.,
We ecannot say that we know him if we keep not his
commandments,

Supt. What is the teaching of the First Lesson ?

School. We should be fearless in the place of duty.

Supt. Second Lesson,

School. The soldiers of Christ are not exempt from
diseipline.

Supt, Thira Lesson.

School. When aceused, it is wise to be calm and
courteous,

Supt. Fourth Lesson,

School. 1t avails nothing to be almost persuaded to
be a Christian,

Supt. Fifth Lesson.

School. God is with his people in time of tempest.

Supt. 8ixth Lesson,

School. God overrules evil to work good,

Supt. Seventh Lesson.

Sehool. It is our duty to preach Christ in the enemy's
camp.

Supt. Eighth Lesson.

School. The Christian soldier must work as well as
pray.

Supt. Ninth Lesson,

School. Fervent love is the highest Christian grace.

Supt. Tenth Lesson. B

School. The highest ideal for the Christian is to have
the mind of Christ.

Supt. Eleventh Lesson.

School. The crown of righteousness is not for Paul
alone, but for all who love the appearing of our Lord.

Supt. Twelfth Lesson,

School. 1f we would have the love of God perfectcd
ig us, we must keep his word.
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PRIMARY TEACHERS’ DEPARTMENT.

Primary Notes.

A beautiful lesson prayer, written by
Miss Margaret C. Brown, is this, which
may be new to many teachers :

“ Little hands I bring, O Father ;
Teach them loving things to do ;
Eyes for seeing, ears for hearing,
Feet for loving service, too ;
All 1T am, dear Father, take ;
Bless me now, for Jesus' sake.”

An up-to-date primary teacher (is that
what you are ?) is doing something with
* Child-study,” attending lectures, read-
ing about it, thinking about it. Right
methods of teaching must be tried in a
study of the child. Do you know how
to study a child ? You will need the
help of psychology.

Every primary teacher would greatly
strengthen her work with the children
if an effort was made to have the par-
ents join the Home Department. It is
not necessary to wait until such a de-
partment is organized in the school, but
let each teacher build over against her
own clags in this matter,

Never think it impossible to have a
geod class because you cannot have a
large one. A thoroughly successful class
had only one scholar. That one scholar
was the woman of Samaria; the teacher
was Jesus, The Son of God did not dis-
dain to teach a class of one; and he won
that soul for God. To gain one soul is
better than to talk to a thousand and
not to win one.

A word to you, primary teachers: Do
you ever ask your scholars to repeat their
prayers to you ? We know of one little
girl who had attended Sunday-schools of
different denominations; and had con-
sequently learned so many different

forms of prayer that she could not recite
the Lord's Prayer correctly, but mixed it
up with the litany or collect of other
churches. Can your scholars repeat the
Lord’s Prayer correctly ? Try them and

see.

\

\

| or for the Sunday-school room.

\ ~
i

[ How to Teach the Lesson.

BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS,

The best is the simplest. Christ,
whose wisdom is infinite, chose the best
way of teaching the truths he brought
into this world, and his way was by
parables—so simple that a child could
understand them.

The best way to tell the story of the
lesson is to tell the story of the lesson—
not to introduce outside matters which
will merely serve to distract the minds
of the children, not to cover the black-
board with diagrams resembling so many
problems in geometry, but to tell the
story just as you would had it occurred
in your presence.

Great harm is being done in our Sab-
bath-schools by filling the minds of the
children with too many symbolic truths.
It would take many an adult a weelr to
study out some of the metaphorical
teachings which children who are mere
infants are expected to grasp in one
short hour. A child’s mind is adapted
by nature to understand a story—
nothing more. And to try to fill

The Golden Text chains provide an '\

| pretty decorations either fo;' th home/

R
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|
the little hearts with metaphysical teaching is to ' Read from the Bible, * He (God) telleth the num-

starve the lambs of the fold while the sheep are | ber of the stars; he calleth them all by their
well fed. names.” Psalms 147, 14, Let their stars be pasted
Modern methods present many desirable fea- | on strips of white cloth or paper to be fastened
tures, but nothing can take the place of the old  up afterward for a frieze around the room.
way of teaching by parable, as did our Master. On the third week in December let the teacher
outline a star on the blackboard with dots, and
[ then call upon the children to draw lines over
| the dots, If there should not be many children,
jm('h one might be furnished with a dotted out-
{line or a card and a pencil to draw with, Tell
CHRISTMAS is in the thoughts of the children | them the story of the North Star, which is a guide
many days before it comes. Within a month ask | to the sailors on the ocean and also to people
them, “ How many days until Christmas ?” and ' far out on the prairies, when everything is all
they will probably have a ready answer. This | covered with snow, and they would get lost with-

- -

Christmas in the Primary Class.

BY MRS, W, F, CRAFTS,

should be an indication to the teacher that some- |
thing should be done in the Sunday school in ad- |

vance of the Christmas lesson or exercises. A
teacher would do wellto plan a series of talks and
occupations leading up to the Christmas idea.

For example, during the first week in Decem- |

ber give each little child ten short sticks (about
three inches long, such as may be ordered of any
kindergarten supply store). Tell them to try to
make stars with their sticks. Temporary tables
on which they can work may be made by laying
rather long smooth planks on large chairs. En-
courage them to talk about the stars and tell all
they know about them, Teach them to sing or
repeat the little classic :

“Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
How I wonder what you are.”

Tell them what some little children have said the
stars are: ‘“ Angel’s eyes looking at us,” ** Holes
to let the glory of heaven through,” ete. But
they are really worlds, some of them larger than
the one in which we live. They look so small be-
cause they are so far away, Let the teacher read
and explain Gen, 1. 16, asking the children to re-
peat the verse singly and in concert. Let the
children take the sticks home to make stars in
their play. Show them how they can be fastened
on paper with mucilage so as to “stay.”” En-
courage them to bring their stars back thus fas-
tened to decorate the class room with,

During the second week in December place
many little gilt stars on the tables in front of the
children, (They can be purchased very inexpen-
sively, several for a penny). Tell them to make
pictures with their stars. Let the teacher study
to draw on the blackboard two or three of the
constellations, as the Great Dipper, Little Dipper,
ete. Tell them that people have thus given names
to many of the stars, Ask if they donot sing the
little song :

“Do you know how many stars
There are shining in the sky ?

out that star to guide them,

Jesus is *‘the bright and morning star® to
shine into our hearts and show us how to be
good and do good.
| On the fourth week in December let the chil-
dren be told about the new star which shone in
the heavens when Jesus was born, how the wise
men saw it, and knew that it must be his star,
because they knew so well the names of all the
other stars. Let the story of the wise men fol-
| lowing the star be read from the Bible, Matt.
2, the children repeating each sentence or clause
as it is read by the teacher,

Let each child be given a star cut out of gilt
cardboard, to which is attached a tiny bag for
money, which they will bring back next Sunday,
to help in sending the good news about Jesus’s
birth to all of the children in the world.

Christmas Exercise.

BY MRS, J. C, OSTRANDER,

Jesus’s Jewels,

Maxke a frame ten feet long by six feet high.
Cover with white muslin.

On this paint solid (with yellow glue water-
color) a five-pointed crown seven and a half feet
across the top and four and & half feet in height.
Fill the white space with Christmas greens, On
the five points paint stars (solid color).

Across the head-band of the crown draw six
ovals seven and a half inches high by six and a
half wide. These should be bordered with gilt
paper one inch wide, Within each oval paste a
large letter (fire-gilt paper) spelling JEWELS.
These ovals are to be cut out inside of the border,
sewed on a piece of muslin, and replaced on the
back with a pin ; the stars to be bordered with
gilt paper like ovals, and the centers cut out and
pasted on fire-gilt paper larger than the opening.
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The crown will appear at first with painted slars‘
and ovals pinned in place. During the exercise
the painted stars will be turned around, showing
tinsel stars. The ovals will be replaced with

Sona.

** Angels, from the realms of glory,” Canadian

i!liymnal. No. 299.

children’s faces. Also have five letters spcllingl Second Child, Matt. 3.9, 3, 7-10,

JESUS, cut out of cardboard and covered with
fire-gilt paper, to be hung on the middle of the
crown above the ovals.

EXERCISE.

Teacher, or older scholar, after referring to ‘
Queen Vietoria’s recent birthday celebration, |
say : **We come to-night to celebrate the birth-|
day of One who was above all kings and queens
of this world. Our little friends will show by
this crown whom we mean.”

Five little boys bringing letters, and after re- |
citing each a verse hang them in place on the
crown,

First Boy,
1 bring the letter which begins
The sweetest name on earth—
The name an angel gave to One,
Before his wondrous birth,

Secoxp Boy,
The second letter in that name
'Tis mine with joy to bring ;
Ilove him who is sometimes called
Our “Prophet, Priest, and King.”

Tuirp Bov,
The middle letter, and the third,
In that most precious name,
I bring ; and He whom I love best,
The ‘“ Prince of Peace ” became.

Fourtn Boy,
Fourth in the favored list is mine 3
It helps the name to spell
Of him who once in holy writ
Is called “Immanuel,”

Firru Boy.
The letter which I bring completes
His name whom we adore—
‘“Jesus the name high over all,"
God, blessed evermore |

Following this the story of Jesus, by children
old enough to be understood.

RECITATIONS,

First C1.7d, Before Jesus came to this world
God told the Prophet Isaiah to write where he
should be born, and what kind of a kingdom
he would set up on earth. Ile said Jesus the
King would rule people’s hearts, and then they
would be loving, kind, and would try to do right.
(Repeat Isa. 32, 1.)

SorLo: By a young child.
“Hark! what mean those holy voices,” Cana-
dian Hymnal, No. 302.

Third Child. Jesus spent his boyhood in Naza-
reth., He was loving, kind, and obedient to his
parents. In this he has set all children a beauti-
ful example. (Repeat Luke 2. 40.)

Soro: By a little boy.

Children, loud h inging,” Canadi
Hymnal, No, 265.

Fourth Child. Jesus went about doing good

| and teaching the pecple about his heavenly

Father. Many would not believe he was the
promised King, because he did not bring to them
worldly riches, His enemies put him to death on
the cross. Jesus was willing to die, so as to show
how much he loved us. He wants us to love him
and keep his commandments,

SoNG By CLAss.

“Come to the Saviour, make no delay;"” Cana-
dian Hymnal, No, 269,

Fifth Child. After Jesus's body had lain in the
tomb three days he brought back his own life and
arose from the grave. Because he arose he will
make us alive and bring us from our graves on
the resurrection morning, and we shall then live
with King Jesus forever if we serve him while we
live here.

MotioN SonNG: By twelve little ones.

*Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, Canadian
Hymnal, No, 182,

Sixth Child. Before Jesus ascended to heaven
he said he would come back again to earth.
Then he will not be poor and homeless. He will
come as a great and glorious King. His crown
will be filled with jewels—those who have loved
and served him here on earth.

CLosING SONG.

“When he cometh, when he cometh,” Canadian
Hymnal, No. 273,

First part of first verse by a solo voice, if pos-
sible. Chorus by entire class. During chorus
have some one behind the screen turn the stars
80 the tinsel side will appear to audience.

First part of second verse, solo. During the
chorus have the ovals removed, and replaced by
faces of children. Have these (six) sing first
part of third verse and class take up chorus,
which is to be repeated in whisper.

Exercises to be closed by prayer.

R e
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FOURTH QUARTER.

LESSON X. (December 5.)
|

CHRIST'S HUMILITY AND EXALTA-|
TION. Phil. 2,1-11. |

GorLpeN TEXT. “Let this mind bein you, which |
was also in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 2. 5. i

'

j queen, and wear a crown { }

| It was a rosy-cheeked little

yrought a smile to the face

J of her mother, who sat near

by. “What should I do,

wear some day.” *Tell me about it, please,”
eried Ray, dropping the doll’s hat she was trim-
ming and leaning up against her mother,  The
getting the humble, lowly, loving mind of Jesus. |
He offers it to us if we want it. If we have it, we [
shall think of others before self, and always try to |

any crown ever worn by any king or queen.”

Map Lesson, [If you have the sand map, place ‘
atiny flag at Philippi, and tell something of Paul's |

|

|
happy conversion of the jailer.] It was not
strange that the people of Philippi loved Paul.
They had often given money to help him in hisl
their love and desire to help him. Then Paul
wrote a letter to thank them, and our lesson to-
day is from this letter. In it he gives the Philip-
and grow to be like him,

The Peaceful Mind. There was once a little girl
named Mary who had the peaceful mind. At
the lady at whose house she was staying that
they missed Mary very much at home. *‘There
can never be any trouble where Mary is!” said

| we live,

_

Primary Notes.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

o “How I would like to be a |
girl who said it, and her
earnest tone and words

then, without my little girl?” she said, “Butl
know how you can be making a crown now, to
way that Jesus did, and the way that everyone
who wears a crown in heaven now won it—by
do as Jesus would do if he were in our place.
That is the way to make a crown brighter than |
experience in that city. Help the children to |
tell about the singing in prison at night, and the
work, and now they sent a good man to Rome to
see Paul and to carry a present to him to show
pians [and us] much good advice. If we remem-
ber it, and try to follow it, we shall please Jesus,
one time ghe was away from home among stran-
gers. Her father went to see her, and he told
her father, 18 not that a beautiful thing to say
about a child? Can it be said about you? He

meant that Mary was so loving and unselish
that she not only did not make trouble herself,
but was always ready to make peace when others
were in trouble.

The Lowly Mind, Did you ever see a conceited
boy or girl? Some children think their own way
is best, and are not willing to give it up. A lady
who was left in charge of some children while
their mother was away said : ery hard to
get Dora to do a thing unless she lik
will nearly always manage to have her own way."”
She did not have the lowly mind. She wanted
her own way because she thought it must be the
best way.

There are some children who want the best of
everything. Do you know someone like this ?
« See, teacher,” said a litile Sunday school boy,
“1 bring more missionary money than any boy
in the class ! He did not have the lowly mind.

A little girl went home from church one day
and said, * My hat was the prettiest one in the
whole church ! ™

Paul says in this lesson, *Let each esteem
other better than themselves,” If you do that,
then you have the lowly mind. Do you know
that was the kind of mind Jesus had, and which
he wants us to have ?

The Great Name. [Show the lower part of the
blackboard, and talk about the world in which
Children love to tell what they know,
and it is always well to draw them out about
familiar things. Speak of great men, kings,
generals, ete.; of great kingdoms and nations,
of great inventions, and wonderful deeds, help-
ing children to sce that this is a world of won-
ders in which we live. Then tell them that this is
only one world of many in the great universe of
God! Uncover the other part of the board, and
let the children tell whose is the ¢ Name above
every name,” and read from the Bible ve 5-1
explaining as you read, and showing that it w:

ESUS

b

s

because Jesus had the lowly mind that he came
to such great power and glory.]
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How may we hope to wear a crown in heaven
some day? There is but one way to win the
crown—to be like Jesus! He will give us his
mind if we want it enough to take it. Who will
have it? [“There is no name so sweet on earth’
may be appropriately sung with this lesson. |

Kindergarten Hints.
BY MRS, MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER,

KINDERGARTEN DerarT™ENT, Phil. 1, 23, 27
2.56;Col. 1. 16, 17; 8. 20.

GoLpEN TEX * Let this mind be in you, which
was also in Clirist Jesus,”  Phil. 2. 5.

Amns 10 THE KINDERGARTNER. Holy Bible.
The four letters to the people of Ephesus, Phi-
lippi, Colosse, and to Philemon. The Bible stu-
dent and teacher of little children will find valu-
able suggestion concerning love and the Chris-
tian life in Z%e Homiletic Review for July, 1897,
pages 71-77.  Read also the words of Jesus con-
cerning unity, ‘ that they may be one.” John 17.
21-23,  The teachers of Sunday school classes not
having a kindergarten, and who take different
thoughts presented for the week days for their
Sunday work, will find the outline for Thursday
of last week especially adapted for a general ex-
ercise to connect this lesson with that. Several
children may write upon the blackboard the name
of something for which he or she is tha kful,

ATTENTION STORY.

To-day the talk is about letters to people in
different places, and this may show that the great
ideas of love, of one-ness (unity), of thankfulness,
truth, and obedience were present with people
then and are now, also. Paul showed his love
for the people in Philippi when in the first of the
letter to them he said that every time he remem-
bered them he thanked God. [Read verse 3.]
Then he said, “ I have you in my heart,” verse 7.
A little old song of the Germans says, * You are
locked up in my heurt‘ I have lost the key,
you can never get out.” This all means that
love is strong, and it finds the center of life, and
stays there, i’nul wanted every one to be inter-
ested in someone else, He liked to talk to peo-

le in the church and in their homes, and while
he was shut away from all but the soldiers who
attended him in the prison he wrote letters to
those whom he loved, and these letters were mes-
sages of real love and hope. Heremembered that
Jesus said he would prepare a place for his peo-
ple where theéy might go by and by and be with
him. Paul had told the story of Jesus and of his
love so many times, and he had thought about
him so much, and talked to him in prayer so often
that he did not know what he would choose,
whether to go to heaven or to stay here and keep
on telling the smr{'. He knew which was better,
though, and he tells us here. [Read Phil. 1. .’.J]
But he wanted the people to be sure that they
were trying to please God, and that they were
firm and strong in trying to be good. He wished
even the children to remember to be “one’ in

‘! [Read Phil. 1, 273 2,5; Col. 1. 16, 173 3. 20.] Ex-
plain unusual words: *“ Strait,” *“absent,” ¢ dc-
part, * created,” ““ dominion,”
OUTLINE.

Sunday. After the passages have been read to
the children from the Book let them talk about
the story and the man who wrote the letter.
Impress them with the fact that his strong, warm
love for Jesus caused him to give himself to
others in service for their good.

Monday. The first part of verse 27 is a full
topic. Those who would follow the ideals of
the ““ Gospel of Christ’ will give loving service
and gentle speech to others, Pleasant sounds
are to the ears as sweet taste is to the mouth.

Tuesday. If we would have gentle speech and
pleasant manner, something decp, and strong,
and true must be back of all and underall. If we
would be like Jesus in our ways, we must be as he
was in thought and mind. We will repeat the
Golden Text and talk of that to-day.

Wednesday. The passages in Col, 1. 16, 17, give
| & rich and beautiful lesson upon the power, and
| love, and possession of him who made all things.
| A broad and attractive theme this is for children.
[« By Him"" and “ for Him ' may be interpreted
| most beautifully to include the Father, Son, and
| Holy Spirit.

Thursday. Obedience is a topic affording op-
portunity for the expression of children. Make
a record of the expressed ideas of obedience
which they mention. Let them tell you what
they understand by * minding my mother,” and
find out what prompts obedience. Is it given for
some reward ? Is it because of love and a desire
to please the parents ? Is it given as a principle
even when the choice of the child would lead
otherwise? The topic for to-day might furnish
thought in nature and in spirit for a whole week,
The winds, the stars, the beasts obey His law for
whom ‘““all things were made.”” They cannot
choose though, but God has given to each little
child the power of *‘choosing.” Children like
that,

Friday. Sum up the thoughts of the week as
being of unity or one-ness between the great
Creator and his children, We all may be as was
Jesus in gentleness and truth, loving each other
and being interested in all people. The reason
Paul was so beloved by people was because he
loved them and he tried to be like Jesus whom he
loved so dearly.

Narvke Worg., Have the children enumerate
some of the ‘“all things’ created. They may talk
first of things in the heaven—sun, moon, stars,
rainbow—then talk of some things in the earth,

this, Let us read a few words of the letters

They may tell you about some of these which ure
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of special interest to them, and you will see that
they recall previous teachings you have given
them illustrative of God’s care of his wonderful
works.

ArT WoRkK. Ask each child to bring to you a
picture of some created thing and tell you what
he knows about it.

HaND Work. The different groups of children
may imitate with the gifts and occupations some
things which have been created. In drawing,
paper-folding, or paper-cutting they may outline
the moon, animals, ete.

The TrANSITION (LASS may write one of the
Bible verses of this lesson with colored pencil.

SCIENCE AT HOME WITH THE MOTHER. Talk
of the wonderful creations of heaven, earth, and
sea. They do their work well. Read in connec-
tion the verses in Gen. 1, which tell us what were
ereated in the six periods.

LESSON XI. (December 12.)

PAUL'S LAST WORDS. 2 Tim. 4. 1-8,
16-18.

GoupeN Text. “I have fought a good fight,

1 have finished my course, I have kept the faith.”
2 Tim. 4. 7.

Primary Notes.

When Willard was a
small boy his mother read
a book to him called Zhe
Heroes. 1t was all about
men who were very brave
and did not fear anydanger
80 long as they were doing

2 | right. One day Willard
gaid, “ When I am a big man I want to have a
sword and a gun and go all round the world mak-
ing bad folks be good.” * You know Paul carried
a sword,” said his mother. Did he?” said Wil-
lard, eagerly. ‘Was it a real sword, that could
cut?” *Yes, and it was the best kind of sword
in the world! It was the kind that I hope you
will carry. It was the word of God!”

Paud in Rome. [Let some one find the city in
which Paul was staying, on the map.] How long
did he stay there the first time? Yes, two years,
Do you know what he spent his time doing?
Surely you remember how the brave, good man,
chained to a soldier, yet preached Jesus to all
who came to see him. Some people would have
been too sad and discouraged to try to work for
Jesus if they had been in prison, but Paul was
not. He had a strong, brave heart, full of love
for Jesus, and nothing could make him afraid or
ashamed.

Now Paul was in Rome for the second time,
and he felt sure that he would soon have to lay

down his life for Jesus's sake. The wicked em-
peror Nero had killed many Christians, and Paul
did not hope to escape. He was ina lonely prison
now, and was not allowed to see any of his dear
friends. He wrote « letter to Timothy at this
time, which is in the Bible. Can some one tell in
which part of the Bible to look for this letter?
[Some child might come forward and try to find
it.]

Puul Thinking about Others. What did Paul
write the Philippians about looking “on the
things of others?” In this letter Paul thinks of
the people to whom Timothy may preach, and he
tells him how to do it in a way to help them the
most. He tells Timothy to preach the Gospel
every chance he has, and to try in every way to
show the people that they are sinners and need a
Saviour. O, how Paul's great heart of love did
go out to all the world! Even when he was in
great trouble, shut up in prison, and expecting
that when he came out it would be to die, he
could think of others and plan how to help them.
The heart that has Jesus living in it can do this,
but the selfish heart cannot put self last.

Tuuls Last Words. [Print on the board in large
letters, ““ 1 am ready.”] What was he ready for?
His work was all done, and he was ready to go
and be with Jesus! He had fought for Jesus,
not with such weapons as soldiers use in the
army, but with the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God. He had not been afraid or
ashamed to tell people what they must do to
please God, and he had helped many people to
find the way to heaven. He knew that a crown
was waiting for him there, and that it would be
full of bright stars.

[Show the blackboard.] Where was Paul when
he wrote this brave letter? Do you think you
could be happy in a prison? Suppose you were
fastened with a chain to a big, strong soldier,
who never let you out of his sight! The chain
would hurt you, and the prison would seem very
dark and lonely to you. But Paul had a Friend
close by him all the time. The soldier could not
see him, but Paul could. Do you know the name
of this Friend ? Yes, it was Jesus, and Paul knew
that he could break the chains just as soon as he
pleased. See what Paul says about being deliv-
ered and preserved. [Read verse 18.]

For You. Do youknow there are prison-houses
for little children? Yes, and chains, too! Some-
one more cruel and powerful than Nero is watch-
ing out for the dear children, and he means to
have them if he can get them ! His name is Satan,
and he can kill the soul! Nero could only kill

the body. See if you can think what some of
these prison-houses are, and let us see if
there is any way to be saved from them. [Print
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‘“Jesus” above the crown.] He who delivered | thy., How glad we are !

Many people for hun-

Paul from the prison and the chains, and kept "_mdﬁ of years past have been glad that Paul
him for a heavenly crown, is ready to deliver you wrote to Timothy that day, We will not read

from naughty tempers, and selfishness, and every- [Read 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8
thing that will harm you. He will keep you for
your heavenly crown if you will let him, How
can you let him? Love him as Paul did. Work
for him as Paul did, and he will keep you as he

kept Paul,

i\
,

Kindergarten Hints.

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT. Paul's Last
Words. 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8, 11.

GoLpeN TexT. “1 have fought a good fight, I

have finished my course, I have kept the faith,”
2 Tim. 4. 7.

A1ps 10 THE KINDERGARTNER. Holy Bible, John
14; Heb. 11,

The thought of home and love for it may be
sung as found in the words :

‘* The dearest spot on earth to me
Is home, sweet home ;
The fairy land I've longed to see
Is home, sweet home,”
—Junior Hymnal, 20,

ATTENTION STORY.

The real love for a real home was what caused
Paul to say what we read in this letter to the peo-
ple of Philippi. He said, we remember, that to be
with Christ was far better than staying here. We
cannot feel just as he did, for we are busy with our
work now, but when it is done we may be able to
say this, too. When people have great love
for our i“ather and for our Saviour Jesus they
are ready and glad to go to the home which Jesus
says is prepared for them, and there they may be
near to him. This beautiful world is where we
stay now while doing our work, and by and by
the work will be all done and we will go o the bet-
ter land of joy and beauty. One day Paul’s work
was all done, and he sat thinking of that other
greater life. He wished that his young friend
Timothy might know what he was thinking about.
Now Timothy was busy yet, for his work was not
done ; but Paul wanted to tell him that it was
gladness and not sadness to be going home, to
the sweet heavenly home, to rest after the long

all the letter to-day, but here is a part of it.
11, 18
, 11, 18,
Explain unusual words: * Henceforth," * right-
cousness,” ‘ profitable,” * notwithstanding."

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story and Bible Lesson.
Encourage the children to talk of Paul, and of
some events in his life, and some things in previ-
ous letters which they may recall.

Monday. Thelesson about armor and strength
may be reviewed. Paul had tried to take good
care of his body, his mind, and his heart. Some-
times this was like a battle such as a little child
may have now when trying to be good, and
someone or something comes and asks that he
do a naughty thing. Then he may choose not to
do it.

Tuesday. The gladness, and joy, and rewards
of right-doing are as a crown of righteousness—
rightness. The children should not get the idea
of a literal crown of certain shape and of mate-
rial, as of leaves or flowers. Righteousness is a
condition, not a material, and the spiritual sig-
nificance may be shown, This is for all, not for
Paul alone, he tells us.

Wednesday. Paul speaks of two friends, Luke
and Mark. Luke was a doctor, and our lesson
for next week will be of something which he
wrote about a wonderful story. Both he and
Mark had seen Jesus and talked to him, and they
wrote upon the parchment some of his wonder-
ful words.

Thursday, Paul says the Lord will take him

to the heavenly kingdom. After all the sorrows
and joys of the long helpful life, Paul was going
to the better conntry, the Beautiful Zion we sing
about,
‘viday. Praise and joyful thanksgiving was
the end of it all, and so to the good, and obedient,
and true comes the same joy in the love and the
life of Jesus. The assertion, “I have kept the
faith,” is of deep meaning, and to children of an
age beyond that of the very small ones it should
be dwelt upon, It may be made of deepest sig-
nificance if associated with some passages in the
eleventh chapter of Hebrews and the hymn,
*Faith of our Fathers.” Impress the children
with the thought that God was good and true to
Paul and to all our fathersand grandfathers, and
that he will be to us.

‘0 God of Bethel, by whose hand
Thy people still are fed ;
Who, through this weary pilgrima.e,

workday of life, and he wrote a letter to Timo.

Hast all our fathers led ;




“Through gates of pearl stream in the countless

Ringing to Father, 8on, and Holy Ghost,
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Our vows, our prayers, we now present
Before thy throne of grace §

God of our fathers ! be the God
Of their succeeding race !

Narvre Work., What wonderful created things
do we see and enjoy at this season? The outdoor
sports and life of children may be talked about. |
After the ice and snow come the animals living
in cold countries are cared for by our Father, who
remembers all creatures he has made, and the
creatures of the frozen North countries are cared |
for by his love and wisdom.

Art Work. Have an interior home scene to |
talk over, and, if possible, have a fire before you,
and talk of the necessities of the people in cold
countries being provided for by love,

Haxp Work. Continue the suggestions of last
week, and this in the Transition Class, also.

Sciesce AT Home with tne Morner. Talk
of home life here and in heaven, A pretty poem
in some readers is that by Mrs, Hemans, * The
Better Land,”  Oneexception to its teaching may
may be made where she speaks of heaven as far
away, for * Ieaven is nearer than mortals think,”
and Paul, aswell as fathers, and mothers, and lit- |
tle children who go from our earthly homes and |
hurry away from us gometimes, when our hearts [
would urge them to stay, find that better country |
which the letter to the Ilebrews speaks about. |
Perbaps they find that it is not far from us, and |
that sometimes it scems very nes

For all the saints, who from their labors rest,

Who thee by faith before the world confessed,

Thy name, O Jesus, to be forever blest,
Alleluia! l

Thou wast their Rock, their fortress, and their

might,

Thon, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight,

Thou in the darkness drear their one tried light,
Alleluia !

O blest communion, fellowship divine,

We feebly struggle ; they in glory shine,

Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine,
Alleluia !

And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,

Steals gn the distant ear the triumph song,

And hearts are brave again and arms are strong,
Alleluia !

¥rom earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest
coast,

host,

| loved diseiple John.

OL BANNUEKR,

LESSON XII. (December 19,)
JOHN’S MESSAGE ABOUT SIN AND
SALVATION. 1 Johnl. 5 to2.6.

GoLpeN TeExT. “If we confess our sins, heis
faithful and just to forgive us our sins.” 1 John

Primary Notes.

Arthur shouted with de
light. The postman had
brought him a letter ! *‘ It"
from grandpa, I know," Iy
said, and he could scarcely
wait for mamma to open i’
to know what his dear
grandpa had to say to him.,
We have a letter to-day
rom our dear heavenly Father. Are we in o
hurry to hear what he has to tell us? It is sur
to be something good—something which we need
to know to make us happier and better.

The Message. Do you know what a message
is? It is a word which some one sends to an
other. When your mamma was away from home
and wished to tell you something which she
wanted you to remember, she sent you a message.
Perhaps shesent it in aletter, Perhaps she sent
| word by some one who expected to see you soon,
In whatever way the word reached you it was
your mamma’s message to you,  What is the titic
of this lesson ¢ You see it is not what John
thought and said about sin and salvation, He
says it is what he heard from Jesus! 8o it is the
of Jesus to us, brought to us by the be-
What is it about? Yes,
sin and salvation,  We will print these two words
on the board. Which do youthink is the better
word ?

Light and Darkness. What are the two words
on the bhoard? We will print two more—
“Light " and * Darkness.” One of these words
means the same thing as sin, and the other about
the same as salvation. Youmay look at them and
think which is the sin word and which the salva-
tion word.

Do you like the light better than the dark?
It we did not have the light in the world of
nature, we should have no flowers, no bird songs,
no green leaves and grass, and no delicious
fruits. The light of the sun in the sky makesour
great world healthy, and happy, and beautiful.
But the world of nature is not the only world we
live in, There isa world of mind and spirit just
as real as the nature-world! When we shut the
eyes of the body, and look with the eyes of the
soul, we can sce some of the things of this inside
world. They are not all beautiful, any more

MEess;

Alleluia !

than all the things of the outside world are beau-
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tiful. But there is a way by which they may all
be made good and beautiful! Did you know
that ¥ Are you not glad it is so? This letter
tells how this may be, Here it isin the very first
verse of the lesson, *“ God is light.,”” There is a
word about darkness, too. “In him (God) is no
darkness at all.” Godis like the great, good sun,
only far greater and better, for he made the sun
and everything that is made! Ile could give the
sun its beautiful and blessed light because he is
light. Now, which of these first words on the
board seems to you like light? Yes, salvation.
The light of the sun in the sky saves from dark-
ness, and disease, and danger, and God, who is
light in the world of the spirit, knows how to
save us from all the evil things which comes
from darkness of the spirit,

The Two Ways. [Show the blackboard.] Do
you see this beautiful, light way ? How safely
the little child walks in it. How happy she is.
She can see just where to step, and just how to
get around the rough places. But look at the
poor child who is stumbling around in the dark !
Do you feel sorry for her? Ido. She will get
hurt, and she will meet a great many things to
make her afraid and sad. This is the picture of
the child who is walking in the light (which is
trying to please Jesus), and the one who is walk-
ing in darkness (trying to please self). Which
way looks the safest and happiest to yon ?

Do you want to hear a little nature story?
Once there was a beautiful lily growing on a
tall, graceful stalk. Thesunshoneon it, and gave
it a sweet breath, The dew bathed it, and made
it fresh and happy. The soft air kissed it, and
the warm earth fed it, and kept it alive. But one
day a careless boy.struck it with a stick and broke
the tender skin, Then the lily drooped and said,
0, I can never hold up my head again! " Good
Mother Nature said, ‘ Yes, my beautiful lily, you
shall be cured ; ”’ and so she called the sun to shine

i
|
|

upon the wounded spot, and the soft air to breathe
upon it, and the gentle dew to bathe it, and

SIN IS DARKNESS

soon the lily was well, and strong, and beautiful
again,

John brings us word in this lesson how we
may be cured if we allow sin to strike us a cruel
blow. We must not hang our heads and say it
is no use, we cannot be good and please Jesus if
we try ! Wemust come back into the light, and
let it shine upon us and cure us. Do not forget
that sin will not strike us until we get into the
darkness of self. But when we have been so
foolish and naughty, then let us hurry back to
the light, and ask God, for Jesus’ sake, to make us
well again.

Kindergarten Hints.

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, The Message
and the Song of the Angels. Luke 2. 8-14,

GoLpeN Text., “Ibring you good tidings.”
Luke 2. 10,

Amps To TnE KiNDERGARTNER. Holy Bible,
Isa. 855 Oratorio of the Messiah, “He shall feed
his flock like a shepherd ;7 also the Recitative,
““Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened.”

“Good will to men” is expressed in modern
times by our saying, “I wish you a Merry Christ-
mas ! “ A Happy New Year toyou !” and even
the small children have these good-will wishes for
others at this season.

ATTENTION STORY.

Our lesson for to-day is written i this Book,
and the story was told by Luke—the very same
one of whom Paul spoke in the lesson of last
week, Paul said, “Glory to God forever;” and
the message of the heavenly host was of praise,
when they sang, ““ Glory to God!” One night,
long ago, some shepherds were in a field, watch-
ing their flocks of sheep, when an angel came
near to them, and the whole place became light
and beautiful, The shepherds were afraid, but
the angel said, “Fear not!” Many, many times
these words were spoken to penpiv, and they
are written here for us, so we will never be afraid
if weremember that our Father says to us, *“ Fear
not!” The angel said, “I bring you good
tidings.” That means good news, which they
would be glad to hear. The story was for these
shepherds and for us—you and me—and for all
people, everywhere, always! For a long, long
time people had been waiting for One to come to
show them how to live and to tell them of God.
The angel said that the baby Jesus had really
come to this world, and he was in Bethlehem.
“Suddenrly " the shepherds heard many voices
singing about praise, and peace, and kindness,
to otiwrs‘ Let us read about it. [Read Luke 2.
8-14,

Explain unusual words: ‘ Abiding,” “shone,”
“tidings,” ‘‘swaddling clothes,” ‘‘multitude,”
‘“host,” ‘“‘abroad.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Try to get the imagination of the

children so awakened as to enjoy the mental pic-

ture of that night scene. Let them talk of the
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difference between the stir and rush of the day- i

light, and the busy people and the quiet night,
with the stars far up in the sky over the city
streets, Peace and rest in God’s love is to us as
great a change from the unkind words and
jarring tempers as is the other effect in nature.
The Attention Story and Bible lesson may be
made of lasting value through the imagination.

Monday. People hear sweet messages from
God now while they are at their work. The
shepherds were about their duties when the light,
and the song,Jand the glory came to them. While
these men were busy and alone God's sweet
message came to them,

Tuesday. 1f we could hear angels sing, how
pleasant it would be! We shall hear them some
day. God has some beautiful surprises for us,
more beautiful than anything we have ever seen
or heard! We will be about our work when they
come. Let us be sure that we are doing it well,
wherever and whatever it is.

Wednesday. The shepherds talked about the
message and the song, and told other people
about it. Another verse (Luke 2. 17) says, * They
made known abroad’ this story. That means
they told people far away about the good tidings.
We may do so now. Many little children over
the sea, and on far-away islands, and even across
the fields, and in our city streets have not heard
this sweet message—not yet! We may tell
them. Will we? How? May we tell them
now ?

Thursday. Everyone who has heard the story
has ‘“‘wondered,” for verse 18 said everybody
whom the shepherds told wondered, and we
wonder, too. It is such a great and beautiful
story that it seems too good to be true. It is,
though! It cannot disappoint us, as our fairy
tales and other stories do, for this is the truest
and most wondrous of all stories.

Friday. The “good tidings” we hear and
love. Because the message came to this earth
on that long-ago night our homes, and our dear
ones, and our hearts are better, and stronger, and
hopeful. All the hope and the love of the world
expected that message and that presence of Jesus,
and now, ever since they have been over this
earth, everything has been better and brighter.

Nature Worg., Talk of the disappearance
of day and of the darkness of the night. What
a wonder story it is! The promise that “day
and night shall not cease” (Gen. 8. 22) comes
true every day. Think how very strange it would
be if we were not so used to it! That great
change from bright noonday to night so dark
and still! Let some one read or tell Mr.
Dickens’s story of ** A Child’s Dream of a Star.”

ART WORK. A picture of some night scene

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

may be shown. A little cut of “ Repose in
Egypt,” by Merson, might be bought for a few
cents ; and the grazing animals under the stars
suggest peace in nature—a symbol of what
comes in the spiritual world to hearts after they
have heard the message of the Voice and heard
the song in the heart.

S8c1ENCE AT Home witi THE MoTHER., Talk
of the interest of ‘‘all people’ (verse 10) being
in one person., This causes all people to be in-
terested in each other, and all join in love and in
service, Jesus, who came at Christmas time as
the tiny baby of Bethlehem, was he who said, ““I
will draw all men unto me.” He is drawing men,
women, and children to himself to-day, and they
are glad to give him their love and their service.

LESSON XIII. (December 26.)
REVIEW.

GoLpeN Text., “God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.”” John 3. 16,

Primary Notes.

[Show the review blackboard with the chain
only uponit. The letters and figures can be
added as the lesson goes on. In this way the
children may be led to feel that they are helping to
build the lesson by the help they give. Every at-
tempt to help should be encouraged.] We have
been learning lessons all the weeks past about a
good man who was many times bound with
chains because he loved Jesus, and wanted others
to know and love him, too, Who can tell hisname ?
Yes,it was Paul. [Let two or three of the class tell
what kind of a man they think he was.] We may
let the links of this chain recall the lessons we
have been learning this quarter about Paul.

Who remembers a strange man taking Paul's
girdle and binding his hands and feet? What
did he mean by this? In what lesson is this
story told? Paul had started on a journey.
Who can tell where he was going? Was he
afraid when he heard the prophet say that he
would be put in prison? [Call out the name
of the first lesson, and print, * Ready " to recall
the Golden Text.]

This is a story of the trouble Paul found at Je-
rusalem. Who can tell the story? Had Paul
done anything wrong? Then why did the Jews
hate him and want to kill him ?

[Review Lessons 8 and 4 together.] Who was
the Roman governor? What was the name of
his wife? Who was Agrippa? What story did
Paul tell before each of these great men? Why
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was he not afraid to speak the truth to [.:m'ernnrsl Where did Paul lay down his life, and for
and kings? Are you ready to “tell the story?’ | whose sake ? What did he know was waiting for
Can you close your eyes and make a mind pic- l him in heaven? To whom did he write his last

ture of a ship at sea in a great storm. Paul was
on board ; where was the ship going? [Let
some one volunteer to tell how Paul knew that
the lives of all would be saved.]

[Lesson 6 is a part of the same story. Call on
some one to tell the story of the viper, and recall
especially Paul’s cheerful helpfulness while on
this island among strange people. Teach that
there is no place where we may not find some-
thing to do for Jesus,]

Did you ever hear of a prisoner preaching?
Paul was in the prison now, in the city of Rome.
He was chained to a soldier, but he lived in a
house which his friends had hired for him, and
he preached Jesus to all who came to see him.
Was he not brave? Many learned to believe in
his Jesus, and Paul was happy, for he was doing
his Master’s work. We shall always be happy
when we are doing that,

While Paul was in Rome he wrote a letter to
the Christians at Ephesus. Do you know why
Paul had to think about soldiers a great deal
those days ? There was one always close to him !
In this letter he tells about the kind of armor a
Christian must wear. What can you tell about it ?

Who can tell anything that Peter wrote to the
Christian Jews who were scattered around in
different cities ? They were in danger of being
led into sin by wicked people about them. Paul
warns them (and us) not to allow this. Shall we
listen to his warning words ?

Do you remember where Lydia and the jailer
were converted ? [Call some child to point out

Philippi on the map.] Who had the peaceful,
lowly, loving mind? May we have the same
kind of mind that Jesus had ?

words ? Where are the letters to Timothy found ?
Do you think it pays to lead a good, true life ?

Who can tell the name of the ‘ beloved dis-
ciple?” He sent a message from God to the
churches, and his message is for us too. Do you
know what it is to * walk in the light ?"" [Call
back the teaching that God is love and light, and
that if we do what he wants us to do, we are
walking in his light, and need not be afraid that
we shall miss our way. |

Kindergarten Hints.

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, The Christmas
Story. Luke 2. 15-20; Matt. 2. 1, 2, 7-11.

GoLpeN TEXT, “We have seen hisstar ! Matt,
2. 2.

A1ps o THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible, Heb,
11; Psalm 23. Ovratorio of the Messiah, *‘His
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace.”

The Golden Text may be taken figuratively for
us. Have you seen the sign of the coming of
Jesus to the earth ? All men and all nations are
being drawn toward him,

ATTENTION STORY.

After the angels had gone away the shepherds
said that they would like to go and see what they
had heard about ; so they started off for Bethle-
hem. This was a pretty little place, with moun-
tains and hills surroundingit. King David was
born in Bethlehem, and it was near there that he
had cared for his sheep and lambs, watching
the flocks days and nights in the field, just as
these shepherds did who heard the song of the
angels. The shepherds found the place, and saw
the wonderful child Jesus. They returned to their
flocks, thanking God for all they had seen and
heard. The good doctor Luke, of whom we read
in Paul’s letter, has told the story here. [Read
Luke 2. 15-20.] Another part of the story about
;lul: s]tar is written over here. [Read Matt. 2.

-11.

Explain unusual words: * Privately,” “in-
quired,” “diligently,” ‘exceeding,” ‘myrrh,”
‘ frankincense,”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Put in most attractive form the Christ-
mas wonder of the great gift to the world. So
much has been said of S8anta Claus, and of receiv-
ing gifts, that too many children associate Christ-
mas only with this and an evergreen tree. The
true spiritual significance should be the only
thought given by the Church. Read the story and
let the children talk of it. Guide the impulses so
that the expression will be other than * what I
am going to have |

Monday. Everyone was interested in this story
of the star—the king as well as the shepherds ;
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the wise and learned men, and the angels ; heaven
and earth, all were interested in the wonderful
Child, The people who hear of him now question
and «tudy about him and love him.

Tuesday. The wise men, who had studied much
and who had, perhaps, traveled far, went to Beth-
lehem. How did they go? What animal did the
people use for travel there ? Now we may come
to Jesus in another way.

Wednesday.  After seeing him the wise men
were thankful and happy, just as the shepherds
were. Now people come in prayer to Jesus, and
afte reeeing him by faith, and thinking of him, and
talking to him, we are glad-hearted too, as were
the shepherds and the wise men.

Thursday. They brought gifts to him, the best |
they had. Teach of the privilege we have of |
bringing our money, our best thoughts, and our |
love to him now.

Friday. The Golden Text may be the memory
gem for to-day, and older children may learn
this verse about the star.

“ Within its light the King I seek,
As did the men of old ; |
Till underneath its guiding ray |
My eyes the Christ behold., |
0, the star ! beautiful star, |
Star of the glowing light ;
It rains its beauty from heights afar,
And brings the Christ to sight.”

Natvre Wokk. The topic may be sheep and
lambg, The sheepfolds may he outlined in draw-
ing or represented by building blocks. Lessons |
with the balls of the first gift may explain l]w‘
material, which is wool from the sheep. In East-
ern countries sheep and lambsare in danger often
when the water rushes from the mountains, and |
when stronger animals would hurt them. The
shepherd loves and protects his flocks. Aside
from this topical study the wonders of the season
may be used for nature talks.

ArT Work. Get a copy of The Adoration of
the Shpherds, by Bouguereau, and Magi on Their
Way to Bethlehem, by Portaels,

Haxp Work. Snow crystals may be imitated |
in drawing or in sewing with white silk upon
black paper, also in stick-laying. Specimens of |
form are given in the Pople’s Encyelopedia. ‘

The TrANSITION (CLASS may copy in culor'ed}
crayons the verse about the star, |

Sciexce AT Home witn THE Motner. The
processes of wool gathering, washing, carding, |
and coloring may be talked about, also its uses |
enumerated, How very useful it is to us now in |
cold weather ! Our loving Father, and the sheep,
and the dear mother, all are busy providing warm
clothing for the bodies of the little children. The
angels, the shepherds, the kings, and all people
have a love for the sweet story of this Christmas
time, and for the infant Jesus, our Saviour.

W hisper Songs for December.
TENTH LESSON,
Lowly and loving,
O Lord, may we be,
Ready for service,
And living like thee.
ELEVENTH LESSON.
Ready to live for thee,
Ready to die;
Fit us, dear Saviour,
To serve thee on high.
TWELFTH LESSON.
Lord, we would walk with thee,
Shine on our way ;
Lead thy lambs homeward
In safety, we pray.

m———
Order of Service.
FOR PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Fourth Quarter.

GREETING.
Let the school say or sing, standing :
To God the Father, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, three in one,
Be honor, praise, and glory given,
By all on earth and all in heaven.
Teacher. Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.
lass, Come before his presence with singing.
Teacher. Know ye that the Lord he is God.
Class. Itis he that hath made us, and we are his,
Teacher. We are his people, and the sheep of
his pasture.
Class. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving.
Teacher. Give thanks unto him and bless his
name,
[ Prayer, closing with concert prayer, in which
children join.]

As we pray together now,

We close our eyes, our heads we bow,

We fold our hands, and pray thee, Lord,

To teach us from thy holy word §

To be among us while we stay

And guard and guide us every day ;

To bring us home at last to thee,

And let our eyes thy beauty see, Amen.
CREED SONG, or COMMANDMENTS in rhyme.
CoLLECTION,  [Sing marching song while

money is being dropped in baskets. ]
BirTHDAY OFFERING, followed by Birthday
rayer.
Jesus, bless our little friend ;
May her whole life be
Full of sweetest joy and peace,
Found in serving thee. Amen.
REVIEW.
SUPPLEMENTAL LESSON,
MorTioN SoNG BEFORE LEsson. [From Special
Songs and Services, by Mrs. Kennedy.)
LEssON TEACHING.
Ecno PRAYER, asking God to bless the lesson
which has been taught.
Teacher, The Lord be with thee.
(lass, And with thy spirit.
Sing or recite :
Peace, peace, farewell,
May the grace of God attend thee,
By his guardian power defenl thee,
Peace, peace, farewell,
Peace, peace, farewell
May the love of God enfold thee,
By his Holy Spirit mould thee,
Peace, peace, farewell.
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November and December Numbers for 1897
Free to New Subscribers.
e W

Methodist Adagazine and MReview

ENLARGED SIZE. || 1898. | NEW SERIES.

VOLS. XLVII. AND XLVIIL WITH 800 FINE ENGRAVINGS.

$2.00 a Year; $1.00 for Six Months,
“Guardian,” or “ Wesleyan" and MAGAZINE together, $2.75.

W. H. WITHROW, D.D., F.R.S.C., Editor.

*“The Canadian Church is to be heartily congratulated on its Magazine,”—London Quarterly.
*1t should be in every Methodist home."—Kingston Whig,

* Abreast of the most popular literary magazines. The articles are by scholarly men and
good writers,” —St, Louis Methodist.

e 7 = o

Coxvest oN Mr, Carmer.—Ilustrating “The Palestine of To-day.”

REVIEWS OF HIGH-CLASS LITERATURE A SPECIALTY.

24 Special Terms to Schools.—Many schools have taken from 2 to 40 copies to circulate instead of
Libraries, as being fresher and more attractive. Send for Special Rates.

SUPPLEMENT, PLEASE CIRCULATE, Specimens Free on Application,




KispLiNe e Houy Firgs ar e HoLy SEPULCHRE,
JERUSALEM,
Tllustrating * The Palestine of To-day.”

Fllustrated Erticles.

The Heart of the Empire, or Walks About London,
CaxxiFp Halgur, with 34 engravings.

Highways and Byways of Travel in Canada.
Improved Roads in Canada.

Making the Empire.

The Dardanelles and the Golden Horn.
Pompeii, the City of the Dead. Evitor.
Canada’s Norway on the Pacific.
Snap-Shots in Jamaica. Bya Canadian Writer.

Newfoundland and Its New Railway. Rev. G. J.
Boxp, B.A,

Sundays Abroad. Epitor.
With the S8ponge Fishers.

The Siege of Paris, and Madness of the Com-
mune, :

Recent Exploration in Nineveh.
01d and New Carthage. .

In Andalusia,

Granada and the Alhambra.

In Calabria.

Capri, an Artist's Paradise.

The * Holy Fields” of Italy.

0ld and New Japan.

Up the Jung Frau by Rail.
Famous Hymns and Their Writers.
The Religious Life of the Modern Jews.

Among the Gypsies.
With the Fisher Folk.
In the Adriatic.

With Fire and Sword in the Soudan.
The Streets of Paris.

Round About Ireland.

The Land of Burns,

Wonders of the Yosemite.

Hampton Court and Its Memories.
Every-day Life in Palestine.
Denmark and the Danes.

A Lady’s Adventures in West Africa.
Genoa the Superb.

Around the Mediterranean.

A
socfal and Religious Topics.

The Relations of Canada to the Empire. Rev
PRINCIPAL GRANT.

Christian Telepathy. IAN MACLAREN.

That Other Man's Conscience. Rev. S. P. Rose, D.D.
Connexional Fire Insurance.

The Parchments of the Faith. Rev. Dr, ANTLIFF.

The Church’s Part in the Plebiscite Compaizn.
Dr. J. 8. Ross and 8. F, SPENCE.

Our National Inheritance.

Schools of the 20th Century. Jas. L. Hucues.
The Future of the British Empire.

The New Woman and the Old.

Woman in Ancient Egypt. Dr. FRADEXBURG.
Hours in a Hospital.

England on the Nile.

DorAa M. Joxes,

Illustrating *In Calabria.”
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Character Studies and Sketches.

MANY OF THEM ILLUSTRATED,

John Wesley. T. BowMAN STEVENSON, LL.D.

Methodist Saints and Martyrs.

Some Makers of Methodism.

8t. Elizabeth of Hungary. Rev, Pror. WALLACR,

Covenanting Heroes of Scotland.

Geosrge Fox and the Quakers. Rev. Pror, PAISLEY,

The Last of the Stuarts, or the Fate of the Pre-
tender.

The Life S8tory of Adeline, Countess of Schimmel-
mann.

Louis Napoleon and His Times.

Weirtz, the Mad Painter of Brussels.

The Hon. joseph Chamberlain.

Kaiser William IL. Rev. J. C, SEYMOUR.

Queen Louise of Prussia.

Pastor Arnauld and Voltaire and Wesley. The
late DR, ABEL STEVENS,

The Duchess of Gordon.

Mazzini, the Man and His Message.

John Tauler of Strasburg.

St. Patrick, the Apostle of Ireland.

Israel Baalshem, the Hebrew Mystic. Rev. G, M.
HAMMELL,

Queen Margaret of Navarre.

Maria Theresa.

Horatio Nelson, England’'s Naval Hero.

Peter the Great, and the Rise of Russia.

Jilustrating ** Around the Mediterranean.”

STREET IN GENOA
Tiustrating ** The Holy Fields of Italy.”

Serial and Short Stories.

In His Steps. Cuarues M. SHELDON,

A Princess in Calico. Epiti F. Brack.

Rhoda Roberts. Harry LiNpsay.

stol;ll?J: n% the Underground Railway. Miss M.

Legends of the Wandering Jew.

The Temper of a Saint, or t.he wu l.nd Humor of
John Wesley. Rev, W.

More Cumberland Sketches. lm J V. Swiri.
More Sailor Yarns., Rev. J.G. ANowyN.
Frontier S8ketches. Ruv. Dr. MacLeax,

VWA

Missionary Articles.
MANY OF THEM ILLUSTRATED.
Light in the East and the New Crusade. Two
Brilliant Papers by Dr. DANIEL Marcit,
West of the Rockies. Rev. A. Browniva,
Missions at Home and Abroad. Bisior McCase.
Methodist Missions in Italy. Eorror.
Bishop Hannington. Rev. A. W. Nicowsox,
Ten Years in a Tiger Jungle.
Fenricburg and His Friends.
Christian Golttob Barth.

NAAAANY

Scientific Papers.
MANY OF THEM ILLUSTRATED.

Volcanoes and Their Origin.

The New Astronomy. W. Huaciss, LL.D.

Recent Progress in Medical Science,

The Moon’s Story. Sik Rosert BaLL,

Prof. Proctor’s Theory of Comets.

Dr. Dallinger on Nebuls.

Notes on Astronomical Research. Tuos. LiNpsay.
Agassiz and His Work.




RELIGIOUS PROCESSION,

Hlustrating ** Sunday Abroad.”

Granada and the Althambra.'

Clubbing Rates. v

These Clubbing Rates are in addition to the price paid for Tue MeTnonis

MAGAZINE AND REVIEW, Regular  Club
Price, l.uh
Harper's Monthly ‘Iw)u ine YR A AT &4 00
Century Magazine. . 4 00
Atlantic Monthl 400
b hner's Magaz Seaes BN L SO0
s WEROIRE 13 4355 0000008 Ein R s b AR sheansien. 909

477 Send for Special Terms to Schools. &k
In ordering give Name and Post Office carefully.
A large and interesting Premium List of Books has also been arranged, from
7] which subscribers may select,

: SEND FOR PREMIUM LIST.

Register Letter and send to
WILLIAM BRIGGS,
WESLEY BUILDINGS, TORONTO, ONT.
C. W. Coates, MoNTREAL; OR, S, F. Huests, HavLirax.
MAAWAAAAN

In addition to the programme announced, important
contributions are expected by Revs. Dk, CARMAN, CHAN-
CKLLOR BURWASH, PRINCIPAL SHAW, PROF. BADGL I'Mn}
Tracy, Dr. Bracksrocg, [ V. ll.m'r Pror,
Rev. W. H, HINcKS, LL.B., DR, BARRASS, and other .mle
writers,

The departments of Worup'sS PROGRESS, CURRENT
Troveut, RECENT SciENCE, RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE and
Book Reviews will be kept up-to-date.

; Asypos.—Illustrating ** Dardanelles and the Golden
Ilustrating * Old and New Japan.” Horn.”
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ADVERTISEMENTS

- CHRIsTMAS BOOKLETS

OO A 00035 3 2 20 2o T 2

5 Cents Each

IN DAYS OF OLD. By Frederick Langbridge,

A CHRISTMAS CAROL. By Louise Anthony,

SUN OF MY SOUL. Pansy Design.  Verses vy
John Keble,

KITTENDOM. By Grace Floyd.

FAMILIAR FRIENDS. Verses by “ Helen of Troy,”

UNDER THE MISTLETOE. By Helen Burnside,

THE LORD IS MY SYEPHERD. Psa. xxiii, Illus-
trated by Baroness Von Beckendorf.

PUPPYDOM. Verses by L. Riley.

15 cCents Each

HE CARETH FOR YOU. A Poem. By Dora A, Ross,
With Scripture quotations,

INSTEAD. By Lucy A. Bennett.

BRIGHT LEAVES AND RUDDY BERRIES By
Helen Marion Burnside,

DARIA, and other Stanzas, By D.ra Greenwell,
RECOMPENSE, and other Poems, By Lucy A.

Bennett.
TRUST HIM. By Lucy A. Bennett.
HEAVENLY VISITANTS. By Dora Ross,

20 cents Each

BONNIE DUNDEE.

STEADFAST AND TRUE. By Fairelie Thornton
LIGHT AND TRUTH. By Charlotte Murray,
MY PRESEYCE. By Fairelie Thornton,

GOOD FORTUNE SPEED YOU.

CHRISTMAS JOY AND PEACE. By Dora Ross

8 Cents Each

THE DAY IS DONE.

THE PSALM OF LIFE.

FOR OWLD ACQUAINTANCE.
SWEET CHILDHOOD.

C P TR SPESP SPLSPL 5Y

TO GREET YOU
HEARTSEASE. 1 nsies for Thoughts, My thoughts
12 cents Each are all for you,
WONDERFUL WORDS; A Scripture Quotation for
Each Day of the Month, 25 cents Each
THE RED CROSS KNIGHT. A Story of the CHRISTMAS GREETING. For auld Lang Syne
Crusades. By H. M. Burnside,
THE MERRY CHRISTMAS BELLS. By i, £ 'NEATH CHRISTMAS SNOW. A poem. Byl 3.
Artlett.

A MERRY VISITOR.
EARLY DAYS. Frank Ferndale, YULE TIDE PLEASURES.
ALL POWERFUL. Poem by F. R. Havergal, CHRISTMAS MESSENGERS. By 8. Herberi,

FOND WISHES. Words by Coombes Davies, SWEET, SWEET HOME. By . M. Griffiths,
THE HOMES OF ENGLAND. By Felicia Hemans, PEACE ON EARTH. Text B

0ok for the Young. By
GOD'S AFTERWARD, By Charlotte Murray. Isaac Watts,

« Christmas Qards in Packages .

As our usual custom has been to make up special lines of Christmas Cards
in Packages, this year we have some specially fine cards, and the assortment in
each package surpasses all former years in variety and value. Each package will
contain twelve handsome floral cards at the following prices :

10¢c., -15¢c., 25¢., 35¢., 50c. 75c., $1.00.

WE PARY POSTRACE

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - WESLEY_BUILDINGS, - Toronto, Ont.
C. W. COATES, MONTR:AL. S. F. HUESTIS, HALIFAX.

ST Y L T P

.




ADVERTISEMENTS

wwmi®_ CALENDARS ...

CEEEEEEEEEEEEEEElEEEccecececEceEee

I5c. EACH
The Rose, Drop.

Lilics and Forget-Me-Nots.

He Leadeth Me.
EACH

20c.
Happy Days.

Pansles for Thoughts.
Daisy Chaln. Drop.
Thy Onward Way. Drop.
Pussy Cats. Drop.

From Month to Month.

25c¢.

Gems from Wesley. A Beautiful Calendar.

35¢c. EACH

A Scripture passage for every day in the

Drop.

Drop.

Mizpah.
year,
Varying Year.

50c.

Gifts and Graces.
The Violet.
Pathway of Flowers.

76¢c. EACH

Fine Art Calendar.
KFloral Gems.

HISTORIC DAYS OF CANADA.

by MaRY AaNgs FirzGisBoN. Ilmwilnf‘u
with Table and Events for each month,

Price 15 Cents.

0
ete., exquisitely reproduced in gold um‘ colours.

EACH

Drop.

different from those of the Cabot Calendar of 1897.

| The Golden Year Calendar.

by J. D. and Percy KeLny,

and sumptuously illustrated in Gold and Colours,

This Beautiful Calendar, a triumph of the lithographic art, will be the prime
favourite of the holiday trade.

Phillips Brooks Turnover Calendar.

$1.25 EACH

T'he Flowers of the Year,

A Tennyson Oalendar,

Heliogravure. A
Beautiful Present.

Block Calendars
20c. EACH

Our Daily Portion. Helpful Texts for every day.
The Children's Calendar.

35¢0. EACH

Our Daily Guide, A Text from Holy Scripture
for every day.

Day Unto Day.

Every Day.
SELECTIONS FROM CELEBRATED AUTHORS.

Shakespeare Calendar.

Scott Calendar,

Tennyson Calendar,

Dickens Calendar.

The Boudoir Calendar.
With appropriate quotations for every day in
the year,

Compiled by SarA
A Cnlgndgr‘f_gj__aQB. MICKLE, :sslsted
Twelve Cards, fine Bristol Boards,

Each e is embellished with striking

ortraits and engravings of old fortifications, historic buildings, flags, ships,
Each Calendar is enclosed in a neat box, and is accompanied by a
leaffet giving interesting notes on the portraits and illustrations.

Fully two-thirds of the events given are

OUR SPECIAL CHRISTMAS BIBLE

This year we are offering for the first time an In-
ternational Reference iible, INDEXED,
with patent cut index, and with name lettered in gold

on cover

FOR $1.50

This Bible is in Ruby type 4}x6}x1 inches, bound in

French Morocco, Divinity Circuit, round corners, and red
under gold edges, and contains Index and Maps.

FOR $1.00

We will send, postpaid, the same Bible without index,
but with name lettered in gold on cover.

In ordering, kindly write very plainly the name to
be lettered, The favourite Bible is now the Internatiomal
on account of its large, clear type and good binding.

+++ WE PRY POSTHGE+++

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

C. W. COATES, Montreal.

Wesley Bulldings, =

TORONTO, ONT.
8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax.
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Illustrative Notes

A Guide to the Study «f the Sunday-school Lessons,
with Original and Selected Comn *, Methods of
Teaching, Dlustrative Stories, et y ete, By Jrssk
Lysan HURLsuT and RoBERT REMINGTON DOHERTY.
Price $1.25.

Peloubet’s Select Notes
Inductive, Suggestive, Explanatory, Illustrative, D ¢.
trinal and Practical.  With Hlustrations, Mays, Pic-
tures, ete,, ete.  Price $1.25,

Monday Club Sermons

A Series of Sermons on the Sunday-schonl Lessons
for 1808, by cminent preachers.  Price $1.25.

Bergan Lesson Books

No. 1. —Beginner's, No. 2.—The Intermediate, No.
3,—The Senior, Price 20¢. Egch,

Golden Text Booklets

Sunday-schoo’ Lessons and Daily Bible Readings,
with Go'den Texts and Bible Facts. Price, posts
paid, each 3c., per doz. 35c.

Berean Leaf Cluster

arge Pictures, 24 x 34 inches in size, printed in eight
colors. Golden Texts printed in large I -tters. We
have arranged with the Publishers to have the above
sent per mail, direct to subscribers, thus s ving any
delay, and facilitating the regular del v vy of the
Cluster.  Price delivered per quarter, $1.0¢, per
year, $4.00; former price, $1.25 anu $5.00,
Kindly have the order read for (he who e Leur, if
possible,

Picture Lesson Roll
Large Colored Pictures iilns' ati
Sunday-school Le-son ,
with only four colors,  Price de ivered, per quar=

ter, 75¢.; per year, $3 ov; former price, $1.00
and $3.50

BOUND
ANNUALS < |897

CUCD
Qur Prices ate Right

Adviser Girl’s Own

Band of Hope Infant’s Magazine

Boy's Own Leisure Hour

British Workman  Little Folks

Chatterbox Our Darlings

Child’s Companion  Our Little Dots

Children’s Friend  Prize

Child’s Own Sunday  Boards
Magazive Do. Cloth, Gilt Edges

Cottager and Suniday at Home

Artizan Canadian Almanae
Family Friend Paper and Cloth

WE PAY POSTAGE

WILLIAM BRIGGS, -
C. W, COATES, Montreal.

Wesley Buildings, -

Iew_Publications
PSRARSRRO

< FOR CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

Humours of '37
Grave, Gay and Grim. Rebellion Days
of Canada, v Robina and Kathleen
MacFarlane L . Cloth, Price .
A Ride in Morocco
and other Sketches, By Arthur Camp-
bell.  Racy, humorous and cleverly writ-
ten notes of travel, Price, Cloth . . 1 00

Between Earth and Sky

A delightful hook for hoys. By one of
the editors of the ** Youth's Companion,”
E. W, Thompson, author of “Old Man
arin,” “Walter Gibbs,” ete. Beauti-

Sa
fully illustrated and handsomely bound,
Oloth. BID s s 4 5 o « o o v » B B8

Across the Sub-Arctics of Canada
A Journey of 3,200 Miles by Canoe and
Snowshoe through the Barren Lands, By
J. W. Tyrreil, C.E.  With illustrations
from photographs and from drawings by

Arthur Heming 150
The Unnamed Lake

And other Poems. By Frederick George

Scott, author of *“My Lattice,” and other

Poems. Elegantly bound in white and

roan . T 75
Manitoba Memories

Leaves from My Life in the Prairie Pro.

vince, By Rev. George Young, D.D,

Hustrated . ‘ v . 100

The Story of the Union Jael
How it grew and what it is, particularly
in its Connection with the History of
a. By Barlow Cumberland. With
aph colored plates and numerous
wvings : 3 ] i . + 150
I'he Ne'er-do-Well
A new work |
did Christmas (
Price i

nnie 8. Swan. A splen-
t for the Girls. Cloth,

25

If you are undecided what you should
buy for Christmas, get a

FounTtain Pen.

We Sell the Best Makes

THE DIAMOND, $1.00.

THE BRITANNIA, $1.50.

THE PAUL E. WIRT, $2.00, and $2.50.

THE WATERMAN IDEAL. Ladies’, $2.50; Gents’
$2.60 and $3.50.

THE HORTON NON-LEAKABLE. No. 2,
$2.50; No. 4, $3.50.

Order Early
WE PAY POSTAGE

TORONTO, ONT.
8. ¥. HUESTIS, Halifax,
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Sweetness and Light.

Put a pill in the pulpit if you want practical
preaching for the physical man ; then put the
pill in the pillory if it does not practise what it
preaches, There's a whole gospel in Ayer's
Sugar Coated Pills; a “gospel of sweetness
and light.” People used to value their physiec,
as they did their religion,—by its bitterness.
The more bitter the dose the better the doctor.
We've got over that, We take “sugar in ours”—
gospel or physic—now-a-days. It's possible to
please and to purge at the same time. There
may be power ia a plegsant pill. That is the

@)@

gospel of
.0 Ayer’s Cathartic Pills. ¢
f‘i“ More pill particulars in Ayer's Curebook, 100 pages. @"

Ser. free.  J. G Ayer Co., Lowell, Mass.

N

00O
The Same |
Old Sarsaparilla.

That’s Ayver’s, The same old sarsaparilla as it was
made and sold 50 years ago. In the laboratory it is
different. There modern appliances lend speed to skill
and experience. But the sarsaparilla is the same old
sarsaparilla that made the record—50 years of cures.
Why don’t we better it? Well, we’re much in the
condition of the Bishop and the raspberry: *Doubt-
less,” he said, “God might have made a better berry.
But doubtless, also, IHe never did.” Why don’t we
better the sursapuri'lla? We can’t. We are using the
same old plant that cured the Indians and the
Spaniards, Tt has not been bettered, And since we
make sarsaparilla ompound out of sarsaparilla plant,
we see no way of improvement. Of course, if we were
making some ‘secret chemical compound, we might....
But we're not, We're making the same old sarsaparilla
to cure the same old diseases, You can tell it's the
N same old sarsaparilla because it works the same

©) old cures. 1's the sovereign bl urifier, and
Y —it’s Ayer’s, AT o~

eeeee®




