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1I0LY SPIRIT.

Dr. Campbell, a Congregational Minister in the great metropolis of
England, editor of three papers, the British Banner, the Christian
Witness, and the Christian’s Penny Magazine, is one of the great
men, mentally, morally, and religiously, in the British Isles. His
influence as a man and as a theologian is scarcely to be estimated.
The Bratish Banner, a very large Weekly, had, some few months
after its establishment, a circulation of over a hundred thonsand.
His works freely cireulate not only in England, Scotland. Wales, and
Ireland, but in Australia, the isles of India, Canada,and other por-
tions of British territory. A gentleman of such extensive power,
when ou the right side of things, wields an influence for good heyond
the mathematies of any one to reckon ; but on the other hand, when
an individual of Dr. Campbell's abilities and popuiarity. advocates
what is erroncous and inconsistent with truth. his power in the com-
monwealth of mind is not to be envied. Below wiil be found an
extract from his Cluistian’s Penny Dlugazine upon the subject of
the Spirit, which we give to our readers this month to digest:—

D. O

A

o~

POWER OF THE SPIRIT ILLUSTRATED.

Throughout all denominations of the true church of Clrist, com-
plaints are heard of the prevalence of comparative deadness as
regards the power of the truth in the coaversion of sizners and the
edification of saints. Iudeed, thete is much reason to believe that
the bulk of the younger portion especially of ihe people of God, who
hold the doctrine of the Spirit, eutertain very imperfect conceptions
of the nature of his work and the effects manifested by bis gracious
presence, and consequently they are too easy under proefs of his
absence, and hardly koow the effect that would flow byan eutpouring
from on high. This state of knowledge and of feeling is much to be
deplored, both oa account of its personally perilous and its socially
injurious consequences. This great matter it is difficult adequately
to bring forth in mere doetrinal statement. The best possible
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method of illustrating it would be by bringing individuals "nto a
locality where the heavenly guest is present aud putting fo th bis
influence.  But next to the actual and visible exhibition of the
effects is a clear and faithful record of them. Such we have i1 many
of the publications of the middle and earlier parts of the last century.
On the present occasion we shall select from the works of the cele-
brated President Idwards a portion of his account of a case that
occurred in Northampton, under his personal ministrations, which is
as follows :

“It was in the latter part of December that the Spirit of God
began extraordinarily to set in, and wonderfully to work amongst us;
and there were, very suddenly, one after another, five or six persons
who were, to all appearance, savingly converted, and some of them
wrought upon in a very remarkable manner. Particularly I was
surprised with the relation of a young woman, who had been one of
the greatest company-keepers in the whole town. YWhen she came to
me I had never heard that she was hecome in any wise serious ; but
by the couversation 1 then had with her, it appeared to wme that what
she gave an account of was a glorious work of God’s infinite power
and sovereign grace, and that God had given her a new heart, truly
broken and sanctified. I could uot then doubt of it, and bave seen
much in my acquaintance with her since to confirm it. Though the
work was glorious, yet -I was filled with concern about the effect it
might have upon others. I was ready to conclude (though too rashly)
that some would be bardened by it in carelessness and looseness of
life, and would take occasion from it to open their mouths, in
reproaches of religion. But the event was the reverse, to a wonder-
ful degree. God made it, I suppose, the greate:t occasion of awak-
ening to others of anything that ever cameto passin the town. I
have bhad abundaunt opportunity to know the effect it had, by my pri-
vate conversation with many. The news of it seemed to be almost
like a flash of lightning upon the hearts of young people all over the
town, aud upon wany others. Those persons amongst us who used
to be farthest from sericusness, and that I most feared would make
an ill improvement of it, scemed greatly to be awakened with it;
many went to talk with her concerning what she bad wmet with, and
what appeared in her secemed to be to the satisfaction ofall that did so,

Preseutly upon this a great and earnest concern about the great
things of religion, and the eternal world, became universal in all
pards of the tawn, and among persons of all ages. The noise among
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the dry bones waxed louder and louder: all other tallt but aboug

spiritual and eternal things was soon thrown by all the conversa-

tion in all companies, and upon all oceasions, was upon these things

only, unless so much as was necessavy for people carrying on their

ordinary secular business. Other discourse than of the things of

religion would scarcely be tolerated in any company. The minds of

people were wonderfuily taken from off the world; it was treated

amongst us as a thing of very little consequence. They scemed to -
follow their worldly business more as a part of their duty, than from

any disposition they had to it.  The temptation now seemed to lie on

that hand, to neglect worldly affairs too much, and to spend too much

time in the immediate exercise of religion, which thing was exceed-

ingly misrepresented by reports that were spread in distant parts of
the land, as though the people here had wholly thrown by all worldly

business, and betook themsclves entirely to reading and praying, and

such like religious exercises. But although people did not ordinar-
ily peglect their worldly business, yet there then was the reverse of
what commonly is: religion was with all sorts the great concern, and

the world was a thing only by the by. The only thing in their view

was to get the kingdom of heaven, and every one appeared pressing
into it. The engagedaess of their hearts in this great concern could

not be hid; it appeared in their very countenances. It then wasa

dreadful thing amongst us to lic out of Christ—in dauger cf drop.
ping into hell; and what persons’ minds were intent upon was to

escape for their lives, and to fly from the wrath to come. All would
eagerly lay hold of opportunities for their souls, and iwere wont very

often to meet together in private houses for religious purposes; and

such meetings, when appointed, were wost greatly to be thronged.

There was scarcely a single person in the town, either old or young,

that was left unconcerned about the great things of the eternal world.

Those that were wont to be the vainest and loosest, aud those that had

been most disposed to think and speak slightly of vital and experimen-

tal religion, were now generally subject to great awakenings. And

the work of counversion was carried on io a most astonishing manner,

and increased more and more ; souls did, as it were, come by flocks to
Jesus Christ. From day today, for many months together, might ba

seen evident instances of sinners brought out of darkness into marvel-

lous light, and delivered out of an horrible pit, and from the miry

clay, and set upon a rock, with a new song of praise to God in their
mouths.
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This work of God as it was carried on, and the number of true saints
multiplied, soon made a glorious alteration in the town ; so that in the
spring and summer following, in the year 1735, the town seemed to
be full of the presence of God : it never was su full of love, nor so full
of joy, and yet so full of distress, as it was then. There were remark-
able tokens of God's presence in almost every house. It was a time
of joy in families, on the account of salvation being brought uato them,
parents rejoicing over their children as new born, and husbands over
their wives and wives over their husbands. The goings of God were
then seen in his sanctuary; God’s day was a delight, and his tab-
ernacles were amiable. Qur public assemblies were then beautiful ;
the congregation was alive in God's service, every one carnestly intent
on the public worship, every hearer eager to drink in the words of the
minister as they came from his mouth. 4'he assembly in general were
from time to time, in tears, while the word was preached : some weep-
ing with sorrow and distress, others with juy and love, others with pity
and concern for the souls of their neighbours. Qur public praises
were then greatly enlivened ; God was then served in our psalmody,
in some measure, in the beauty of holiness. Tt has been observable
that there has been scarce any part of divine worship wherein good
men amonget us have had grace so drawn forth, and their hearts so
lifted up in the waysof God, as in singing his praises : our congregation
excelled all that ever I knew in the external part of the duty before.
But now they were cvedently wout to sing with urusual elevation of
heart and voice, which made the duty pleasant indeed.

In all companies on other days, on whatever oceasions persons met
together, Christ was to be heard of and seen in the midst of them. Our
young people, when they met, were wont to spend the time in talking
of the excellency and dying love of Jesus Christ—the gloriousness of
the way of salvation—the wonderful, free, and sovereign grace of God
—his glorious work in the conversion of a soul—the truth and certain-
ty of the great things of Gud’s word-—~the sweetness of the views of his
perfections, &c. And even at weddings, which formerly were merely
occasions of mirth and jollity, there was uow no discourse of anything
but the things of religion, and no appearanes of any but spiritual
mirth. Those among us that had beeun formerly converted were great-
ly enlivened and renewed with fresh and extraordinary incomes of
the Spirit of Grod, taough some much more than others, according to
the measure of the gift of Christ. Many that before had laboured
under difficultios -about their own state, had now their doubis
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removed by more satisfying oxperience, and more clear discoverics of
God’s love.

God has also seemed to have gone out of his usual way, in the
quickness of his work, and the swift progress his Syirit hos made in
his operations on the Learts of many. It is wonderful that persons
should be so suddenly and yet so greatly changed. Many have been
taken from a loose and carcless way of living, and scized with strong
couvictions of their guilt and misery, and in a very little time old
things have passed away, and all things bave become new with them,
God’s work has alse appeared very extraordinary in the degrees of
the influence of his Spirit, Loth in the degree of saving light, and love,
and joy, that many have exporienced. It has also been very extra-
ordinary in the extent of it, and its being so swiftly propagated from
town to town. In former times of the pouring out of the Spiritof
God on this town, though in some of them it was very remarkable, yet
it reached no further than this town; the neighbouring towns all
around continued unmoved.”

33 We shall endeavour to find leisure to take a glancing review
of some of the above points on the issue of another number.—D. O.

JOURNALISM.
(F'rom the Brilisk Banner.)

The history of our labors for the last six months, but for the unlooked
for development of human infirmity to which it has led, would present
2n amusing, as well as a striking and instructive lesson. It is proper
here, for reasons which will be subsequently apparent, to recount a
few facts.

Were order and subordination to authority in College Institations
defended? Forthwith a eluster of bot and hasty spirits in diverse
academic institutions anonymously, of course—unite to issue a protest
in a journal, where they eount upon sympathy against such puritanic
severity—a sufficient pledge for the opposition of parties !

‘Were the inexpedieney ard the injury of aceepting State grants for
the support of the Gospel Ministry discussed and demonstrated?
Within a brief space the Act calls forth no fewer than four pamplets,
of various merit, and each of a different spirit ;—another pledge for
the opposition, to the extent of their power, of the parties.

Was a character—veuerable for.age, precious for worth, and peer-
less for established services—to be defended, and his assailants routed
with confusion? A Lynch-law pamphlet, eomprising nonsense and
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folly, malignity and falsehood, in about equal proportions, is fired off in
return, and sent by post throughout the Kingdom !

‘Were the misdoings of a public charity, which had made much
noise in tho ranks of Nonconformity, exposed and denounced, and
converted into a lesson of caution aud duty to public men? It is re-
sented by a pamphlet, heralded in by huge promises, but which leaves
the mattor just where it was, plus the abuse, as we understand, for
we never read it.

Is a great public Institution virtually assailed, under the mask of
a friepdly desire to serve it,—a course pursued towards it which could
only tend to peril its peace and impede its prosperity ; and is a state-
ment of the case, with an argument of remonstrance sent forth to the
public, of a character to constitute a caution for the time to come ?
Personal influence is employed to enlist the services of a Provincial
Journal to misrepresent the whole matter, and those who have dona
the thing that is right ; and, not satisfied with that, a Metroplitan
Journal must needs degrade itself and disgrace the Press, by an
effusion so marked by coarsencss and maglignity, and a recklessness
of the decencies of civilized life, as has never before appeared in con-
aexion with the Nonconformist Press.

Such, ther, are some of the deeds with which this Journal stands
indentified, and it will scarcely be denied, that they are such as only
a Journal of some strength could have dared to attempt. Because
such an amount of various and arduous service must, of necessity,
make no small number of adversaries, and might, by possibility, have
been attended with an extent of loss which few Journals could have
hazarded. But now for the facts.

Well; what are the facts? It is our privilege to inform such of
our readers as may be anxious to kunow, that, while during the past
few months, in the defence of truth and justice, honor and religion,
we hazarded all,>we have lost nothing !

A few individuals, it is true, have withdrawn, but their places have
been fully supplied. The late, like all other controversies, had two
sides, and the course which made foes ou the one hand, made friends
on the other. But although this happy result may gratify our faith-
ful supporters as well as it does ourselves, we hope it will not satify
them ; we trust they will leave no means untried still further to for-
tify our position, that they may thus enabls us to prosecute still more
vigorously and effectively the war of truth and love, not only keeping
Qeadly error in check, but driviog it from its strong holds, and banish-
ing it for ever from all our borders,
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The practical bearings of all this will be readily apprchended.
With whatever imperfection, to the best of ourability we have endea-
vored to do our part; and it now remains for our friends and all who
generally approve of our course, kindiy to do what is beyond our
reach, and only within theirs. They now thoroughly comprchend our
priuciples and our policy ; what we have hitherto been and done, we
shall henceforth continue to be and to do, availing ourselves, however,
of all the lights of experience, observation, and inquiry. The con-
fidence they have so generously reposed in us shall not be betrayed ;
their just and reasonable expeetations shall not be disappointed. Life
and health continued, we shall not be waunting to Gospel truth, and
to New Testament polity, to our common country, and to the cause of
human kind.

Thus for ourselves: now for our friends. Will they do what tkey
only can do, not simply to maintain, but to inerease our official strength,
that we may be able still more effectually to serve the interests of
those great objects which are so dear to their and our hearts? "Will
they begird themselves afresh to that part of the work which lies
wholly beyond our province? Properly to nourish the interests of
such Journulsas the British Banner, there must be a widely extended
agency ; it isabsolutely indispensable that the friends of such Journals
should everywhere track opponents, correcting their misrepresentations,
and uprooting the plants that may have been sown by malieious men-
dacity. But merely to stand on the defensive will not be enough:
aggression should be the watchwerd—aggression on the wide empire
of intellectual darkness, apathy and death. This is the sole condition
of social progress. It is needful to embrace every opportunity as it
may arise, and, as far as possible to create opportunities, giving to
every step a practical director. If men of somewhat limited means,
who, heretofore, have borrowed a paper, will get one or more to join
them in taking a copy for themselves; if they who have hitherto taken
it in company with several, who could individually have taken it alone,
will do so, and bring their friends to do the same; if all will lend
their copies to their neighbors wh. take neither this nor any other
similar Journal, that they may awaken in them a spirit of inquiry,
and at length induce them to become subscribers; if men of influence
in society will, a8 their judgment may dictate, use it for this object ;
and above all, if our fair friends will all put their gentle, yet powerful
hands to the work, what may be accomplished none can tell!

Should not this be viewed as a very impertant field of Christian
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labor? Will not our friends who put forth their efforts on this
behalf, be doing an act of Christian kindness to those individuals
and families whom they induce to subscribe, and, at the same time,
he furthering the real good of the public? Do they not everywhere
sge the great want of well-informed men upon all subjects affecting
both our own and other countries, the ehurch and the world? Is
_there not throughout the land a fearful want of thoroughly enlight-
ened patriotism? But is not this a quality which is peculiarly
required in these eventful times? Is it not of the very first moment
to rear a generation of able, well-informed men, for the management
of both secul~r and religious business? Is not want of such men
everywhere fult? Were such men ever so needful as at this moment,
both in Great Britain and the Colonies? Whe sees not, both ai
korue and abroad, shat the comparatively few who exist are the
_instruments of most signal service to the cause of truth? If they
could be increased a thousandfold, would it not be one of the greatest
blessings that could oecur to Eunglish society ?
All this, we presume, will be readily granted ; but how is it to be
brought about? The answer is obvious—it must be by the use of
appropriate means. But is not the chicf portion of such means the
Periodical Press? How sound and thorough soever may be the edu-
cat’on of British youth, their mind must be left, of necessity, all but
a blank in the knowledge of much that is needful for publiclife! Is
it not, thenm, of the utmost moment to bring young men’s minds as
speedily as possible under the healthful action of the sound portion
of the periodical press? The knowledge they want is such as books
-and private study can never impart. Give us two intelligent, well-
trained young men, in all points otherwise equal, and circumstanced
alike; let the one be shut out from the Periodical Press, but “2ve for
his uge the best library in the land, and let the other, with “he same
privileges, become a regular and thoughtful reader of a wcll-prinei-
pled and adequately conducted Journal, and, at the end of five years,
mark the difference. We leave it to our readers to carry out the
‘thought. For practical business, the wide world attests, that the
cheapest, hest, and incomparably the most efficient instructor, is the
Journalist. But this is a lesson which a thoughtless world; and the
mass of a thoughtless Church, has still to learn ; and to help it on is
_the object of these our occasional homilies, which our indulgent read-
ers, who for themselves require them not, will be best able to turn to
_$he good of others.
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REMARKS ON THE PRECEDING,

Tho objects. the toils, the cflests, the hazai ds. and the requitements
of jearnalism being everywhere the sume, it is not to be suj posed that
we owe an apolo 5y to the reader for laying hefore kim this extract from
a journal published in the Oid World,  The reader is treated to the
preceding article in order to draw two itews of iustruction from it—
one from its beginning and another from its end. .

1st. No man of true energy, sound heart, and effective force of char-
acter, can perform the work of a journalist without making to himself
a due proportion of foes as well as friends. A go-betweener, 2 non-
principled turn-every-way person, careful for nothing saving a puff of
fame from everybody, may, for a time, keep a tolerably fair face with
all; but hisreige, if he designs to preserve universal good-will, must
be short. The fact is, virtue will oppose viee, and vice will oppuso
virtue; and hence the determined protector and promoter of the one
must needs be the direet and decided opposer of the other ; and bere
the strong cnmity on the one hand and the warm friendship on the
other hand begins, grows, and ripens into all the maturity of which
humanity is capable. It is therefore no sigu. singly considered, that
s man is to be set down as deserving of enmity because he has ene-
mies : nay, it would not be diflicult to show, in more than a few instan-
ces, that an individual may merit the highest encomium just because he
has enemies of a certain class! Yet it so bappens at times that a
good man’s friends will be turned from and agninst him, not because
they have cause of complaint against him themselves, but in truth
solely because his zeal, his firmuess, or his something else in some
righteous cause has been eflectual in making adversaries—which. they
bave t.e weakness to suppose, a good and a uscful man should ot
have ! ' .

2nd. But the ending of the Banner’s  Journalism” is what we bave
more immediately in view. The “lesson that a thoughtless world,
and the mass of a thoughtless church.bas still to learn,” isa lesson that
will bo worth something when it shall be well learned. It spreads
itself into these two branches—the influence or utility of journals in
the advocacy of any and every great cause, and the essential nourish-
ment.necassary to the life, efficiency, and wide working power of
journals when established. There are few communities of such high
attainments in the knowledge of theso two chapters, and iv the prae:
tice properly growing out. of such kuowledge, but what may witu great

profit to themselves, their neighbours, and the world receive an addi-
s
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tional hint or two in reference to these grand items.  We read of “the:
revival of letiers” —we now desire to hear of such an awakening and
revival as will make the revival of learning, sacred learning, spread
over aud run through the earth from the one extremity of it to the
other, until the earih itseif shall be couverted into a lower story
Lieaven !

As yet weknow little of what we ought to do by the Press. Without
active workers and helpers. the Press is no better than an Ice House
fur the reformation of a rebellious world. If that * widely extoended
agency” were sct on foot with the design of © tracking oppevents, cor-
recting their misvepresentatious, and uprooting the plants that may be
sowu by malicious mendacity”—and nurtured and cultured by, good
men who are only piously evil; aund if all this were entered into and
prosecuted w.th the indomitable vigour of life and death earnestness,
which. in practical working, sets all obstacles at defiance, it would be
just as easy for us tc count the drops in the ocean as to compute the
cumptehensive benefit we should be the means of conferring upon our
feilow men It is indoed remarkable how little will sometimes effect
groat results.  Take oue illustration—one among many. Three years
ago a minister belonging to oue of the popular paedo baptist denom-
inations was laboring within some six miles of this village. He preach-
ed a discourse upou the subj ct of baptism or rather infant christen-
ing. Ile was to preach again ou the same subject at the same place.
Meantime 2 brother—rather perhaps it was a sister—contrived a plan
by a roundabout medium to put into his hauds a pamphlet (vo mat-
ter at present where it came from originally) containing a few premi-
ses and arguments on this controverted topic. He read—saw his error
~male his resolution—was baptised—and is now preaching what
ke was formerly destroying. IHeis at present hundreds of miles from
this vicinity, carrying with him his rectified views. Can any one tell
the end of this resuit? Now it so happened that talking, explaining,
arguing—would-not and could not avail in this gentleman’s case ; for
to speak to him upon the subject was to arouse his wrath.

We have prayed, preached, petitioned and plead for a thorough sys-
tem of energetic agency. In years past, too, we endeavoured to ex-
emplify our own doctrine by industry in travels and agency labours,
although greatly averse to the work of becoming personally an agent
when so nearly allied to the publication. We have said, and say again,
that, in this cur country, there is nothing lacking in order to the wide,
speady, and trinmpant march of apostolic truth, saving the ageneies
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necessary to convey to the ears and the hearts of the penple amongst
whom we dwell 2 preached and printed gospel  The requisite know-
ledge, the necessary tulent, the number of tongues and pens, the
abundance of means, and the suitable opportunities—we have all—we
soound in them ; that important something calied religi s evterprise
is what is mostly needed to keep all the rest in a spivitual whirl—an
jmpulsive and onward motion whieh shall drive to the kingdgm of
darkuess all that ¢ exalieth itself” against the reigu of the Redvemer !

D. 0.

PN

LECTURE TO CHILDREN.
BY JOHN TODD.
GOD WILL TAKE CARL OF TS
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow ; they toil not, neither dothey
spi&nl yet I say anto yon, that even Solomoa, in all his glory, was not arrg;od
like one of these.—MMarr, vi. 23, 29,

Our Saviour used to preach any where, and every where, as he
met with those who wanted to hear him. Sometimes he sat down on
the ground, aud sometimes sat in the boat ou the water, :ud sometimes
stood in the great temple and preached. He used to be very plain,
and easy to be understood. He would have preached fiaely tochildren
and if he were now to speak toall these eluldren before me. i dunet
believe there is a single one who would not cuderstand all he should
say. And yet it is possible, if any ane wants to do sv. to wisuuder-
stand cven the Saviour himself. Now sce. Suppose a lazy hoy should
read over my test, and say. that Christ teaches us that God takes
care of the lilics. though they do no work. and, therefore, we need nod
work, and he will take-care of us in our idleness. ‘This would make
the Bible favour our sins ; but the Bible never docs that.

Suppose you should go and visit 2 man wha was so rich that ho had
his trees covered with silk of the most beautiful colours, and even his
most ugly looking ereatures were covered with gald and silver. and
adorned by the most carious art 2 Would you not thins him a rich
man ?  Aud if he were known to be a good man, aud true to his
word, and he should tell you that e would be your friend. and al-
ways take care of you, would yon have any fear but he would de it ?

God is richer than all this~ He is so rich that he ean put more of
what is beautiful upon a single lity or tulip, thau the greas ki-.¢ Solo-
mon could put on his clothing. The haarse. homely peacck carries
more that is beautiful upon his tail thaun the richest king could ever
show. Aud even the poor butterfly. which is to live but a few hours
has 2 more glorions dress than the proudest, vichest man that ever
lived. God can afford to dress this poor worm up so. hecause he is
rich. If, then, he can afford fo take such care of the litics. the birds,
and inseots, and to make them more beantiful than man ean ever be,
#iill he not take care of us, if we obey Lim 2
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Sappose you had a sieh fauthor—so vich that he had a hogshead full
of goud, aud a great bare fuil of sliver.  Du you thiik that, 1f you
were 10 be a goud chid, he woull ever refuse to take care of you ?
Bat God bas more gold and sidver laid up 1o the ground, which men
have wnot yet dug up, than would wake a mountain—it may be a hun-
dred wountains,  Can hoe not take care of you?

Suppose your father had more oxen, and horses, and cattle, than
you cow:d couut over in a day, or in a weck. Would he not be able
1o take carc of his child, aud give bim every thing he needs?  Yes.
But ytrod has - cattle upon ten thousand biils,” and - every beast of
tiwe forest™ is his, and s are* all the fowls of the air!”  Can he not
give you fuod from ail these cattle, and clothe you, aund give you
b:ds from the feattiers of all those fowls? Yes, Le is able to do it all.

Nuppose your father was so rich that he had ten thousand men at
work tor bim evesy day. all at work. and all paid to their wind, and
all happy in workang for biw.  Would you have any fears but that he
could take vare of you. auido you guud ! But God Las more serv-
ants thau these.  He has alt the good people on earth in bis employ-
ment, aud all the angelsin heaven. e pays themall.  And if you
need anytinug  he cau seud one, or a wition of these his servants to
you, to help you

A littie boy asked bis wother to let him lead bis little sister out on
the green grass. She had just begun to run alone. and could not
step over anyibing that day in the way.  His mother told him he
wight lead out the litdle girl, but cherrged him not to let her fall, 1
found them at play, very happy. in the field.

1 said, = You scem very buppy George.  Is this your sister 77

“Yes. sir®

¢ Can she walk alone?”

¢ Yes, ir. on mooth ground.”

“ And how did she get over these stones, which lie between us and
the house ¥ :

“ O, str, mother charged me to be careful that she did not fall,
and =0 1 put my bands under her arms. and lifted her up when she
came to u stone. zo that she need not hit her little foot against it.”?

= That is right; George.  And I want to tell youone thing. You
see now huw to understand that besutiful text, ¢ He shall give his
anges charge coucerning thee, lost 2t any time thou dash thy foot
against a stone,’  God charges his augels to lead and lift good people
mer difliculties. just as you bave lifted little Anne over these stones.
T30 you understand it now 2 ’

= Q yes. sir. aud T shall never forget it while Ilive.”

Can oae child 1ake care of another, and cannot God take eare of
thase who pur their trust v him?  Surely he can; and thereis
not a cludid angne vou here to-day, over whom he is not ready to give
his boly angels charge.

Dul you uever ace the lily as it stands in the garden in the sum-
mer? God sends it the pure sunshine, and it seems to rejoice in his
warm beams.. He sends it the cooling dews, and it seems to drink in
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their sweetness Jike milk.  The clils guther the storm rages, the

rains pour down, the windssweep along  fee ! the lily has shut up

its blossom, aud folded its leaves. aud meekly Lows its head, and
beuds to the wind, and asks wa cye to gaze on it, while the storm
Jasts. God bas taught ic to do thus, til the smile shall again follow
the tempest. It isnot injured. It opicus and smiles again So does
God teach the good.  T'he Clinistian thus rejoices when blessed ; and
when troubles and sorrows come, o meckly bows and waits till God
remembers him and removes the storm.

You have scen the lily, in the fall, when the frosts camne, drop its
head, and droop, and die. ThLe stalk on which the sweet flower
waved all summer. is gone, and the spat where it stoud is forgotten.
But see the care of God for that lily.  The cold winter goes past, the
sunshine of spring returas, the young Luds swell and open, and the
lily, which Las only been sleeping in the ground, puts up its meek
head, aud rises agzin to beauty and giory. God takes care of the
frail, beautiful plant, and will not let it perish for ever. So you
have scen the beautitul little child, which stoul, like the flower in
tho garden, struck down by sickness. and cut down by death, and
laid in the little grave. Buat God will take eare of it. Thelong
winter will he over; and though that dear ehild is forgotten by every
body on earth, yet it is not forgotten by God. There is a day com-
ing when God wiil come down {rom heaven, and send his angel to
call this child from the lmg sleep of the grave, and it will come.up
from the ground fair and ;lorious on the morning of the great day.
Do you ask how it can be?  Let me ask you one guestion.

Did you ever see a pond covercd over with Lard ice, thick and
cold, all the long winter? Well, the spring comes, and the ice melts
away, and the lily seed, whicl kas so long been sleeping in the mud
at the bottom of the pond, springs up, and shoots up, and opens its
beautiful white flower, on the top of the smooth water, and seems to
smile as it looks up towards heaven. Ifow is this done? By the
care and power of that God who waiches over all his works, and whe
wﬁl} dtake care of the flower seed, aud of the immortal spirit of every
child.

While too many people, who know about God, seem to live, day
after day, for years, without loving, or obeying, or even speaking
about God, you can almost hear the lily speak, as if preaching, and
say,—

‘I acknowledge the prescnce of God, my Maker. When he
passes by me on the soft wings of the brecze, I wave my head as he
passes; when he rides on the whirlwind or the storm, I bow and
tremble ; when he draws over me the curtains of the night, I feel
safe, and go to sleep; when hie opens upon me the eye of morning, I
wake up, and drink in #ie fresh beams of his sun; and when ho
sends his chiliing frosts, I let my frail body perish, and hide mysclf
in the grouud, knowiug that he will again raise me up to life and
beauty !’

- Some years ago, therc wasa poor child left aloue, at the death of
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his parents, in a distant island of the ocean. IHis people were all
heathen, wicked people His futher and mother were killed in a
eruel war. Now, sce how God takes eare of his creatures. Let us
dear his ewn account of the thing. + At the death of my pareats, I
was with them; I saw them killed with a bayonet—and with them
my little trother, not mere than two or three months old—so that 1
was left alone without father or mother in this wilderness world.
Pour bey, thonght [ within wyaclf, afier they were gone, arve thers
any fathzr or wother of wine at home, that 1 may go and find them
at hem2  Noj poor boyam . Aund while L was at play with other
children, after we had made an end of playing. they return to their
parents,—bLat I was returncd into tears—fur I have no home, nei-
ther father nor mother. I was now brought away from my liome to &
stranger place. and I thought of nothing more but want of father or
mother, aud to cry day aud night. While I was with my uucle, for
some time I began to think about leaving that country, to go to some
other part of the globe. I thought to myself that if I should go
away, and go to zome other country, probably I may find some com-
fort. more than to livo there, without father and mother.”

This poor boy, thus left an orphan, in a heathen country, was under
the care of God. He left the island, and came to this country. Hers
ke found kind friends, who took care of him, and taught him to read
and write, and who took great pains to teach him about Jesus Christ.
He became a true Christian, and a dear youth he was. He wanted to
g0 back to his country, to tell his people about God and Jesus ; but
just as he had gotten Ius education. and was ready, he was takensick,
and died. His name was Henry Obookinh. Ile died with * ahope
full of immortality.” Iis grave is in Cornwall, Conn. But ke lived
not in vain. By means of his lifeand death, good men felt so miuch
for his poor countrymen, that many good missionaries have gone to
those islands, and there built churches.and printed school books, opon-
ed schools, printed the Bible, and taught many thousands to read and
know God.  The foolish idols are destroyed, and they are becoming »
‘Christian nation.

Perhaps some of my little hearers are orphans,—have no father, or
no mother. I can feel for sach a child. Butlet me say to you, that
God will take carc of you. He takes care of the lily. You have heard
of the ostrich. that great bird which lives in the wilderness. Shelays
her egas in the sand, and then leaves them for ever. The warm sun
hatches out the young ostrich, and thcre is no moiher to feed and take
care of it. . But God takes care of it, and feeds it; and will he not
much more take care of the child who bas lost father ormother, if that
child ask him to he a father ? Surely he will.

Children. you have all yet to meet with.trials and disappointments.
You are wecting with them overy day. You will have sickness, and
?in, and sorrow, and you want a friend whose love caunot change.

ou must die, and be buried up in the ground ; and you want-God to
take care of you, whether you live in this world or in the next. Well,
God will be such a friend to you on these conditions :—
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1. You must promise him sincerely that you will obey him and do
his will. Suppase you had ue father or no motler. and a great. and
good, and rich man were to offer to take care of you, and make you
bis own child. and should say he would do it all, un the econdition thas
you obliged him and did his will—would you not at ouce prowise to do
it? And so you onght to promise God.

2. Youmust love God a¢ you would the best father in the world.
Love his Son, beenuse he is the express image of the Father. Love
his word, his people, his service, his commands, his duties, and thus
give him your beart, and be will Ve your friend for ever and ever.
Amen.

A TRUE PICTURE.
WRITTEN BY ONE WHO KNEW.

The enmity to God among the irreligious, and the shallowness, the
incompleteness, the hollowuess, among the religious, are things fitted
to startle and to sadden.

Two extremes between which much of the religion of our day is os-
cillating, are abstraction and personaiity. The abstract religion is the
religion uf speculition—of philosophy—of the intellect. Of this the
one terminus is chill; soulless orthodoxy, and the other rationalism or
infidelity. The personal or concrete religion is the religion of the
feeling or of the fancy. Of this the on~ terminus is mysticism—the
system of frames and feelings; and the other Pantheism. In theformer
case we have truth without a person, in the latter a person with-
out truth.

In the Word of God, these are inseparable ; and it is their con-
junction that is the basis or the essence of true religion. Without
this all is unsatisfying, unreal, hollow ; the soul has no resting place,
no anchorage. The conscience remains unpurged and unpacified. Con- .
scious reconcilliation with God, conscious forgiveness, conscious friend-
ship, in filial relationship, in virtue of which our whole life becomes s
walking with God, a service, a ministry ; these are ouly attainable or
possible when the things that (tod has joined together are keptin
harmonious unity, withozt displacement, or disproportion, or disjunc-
tion.

One feels, in our day, how little there is of simple reading of the Di-
vine Word, and simple understanding of i, unwarped by sys-
tem, or undiluted by speculution. Not that the the Scripture is left
unstudied, but it is little studied for the simple end of learning the
mind of God, and of baving the way that leads to the kingdom traced
out for our personal guidanes. One sesrches it in order to prove
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that the life of Thrist is a mere mythical deception, imposing
unrealities upon us for realities and histories.  Another searches it in
order to show that thereisin it no such thing as prophecy, or miracle,
or sign, or wonder, or mighty deed, and that the common laws of nature
will account for all.  Another goes toit for the purpose of demonstra-
ting that it contains no such dogma as that of resurrection from the
dead. Another gropes about in it for human flaws, or fancied contra-
dictions, to prove that it is not wholly divine, and that the question of
its entire inspirztion is as yet unsettled and uncertain. Another goes
to it for its beauty, its poetry, its lofty sentiments, just as he goes to
Shakspeare, or Milton—extolling it beyond measure, yet never find-
ing in it * the Christ of God,” the life of his soul, the peace that passeth
all understanding.

Oue goes to it for truth, but loses sight of the True One, thereby
deceiving himself with the mere shadow or spectre of knowledge and
religion., Another goes to it for the Truc One—a person, not an
abstraction—but, losing sight of the truth, he works out for himself a
scheme of mysticism and dreamivess, which has in it, indeed, the ap-
pearance of warmth and vitality, but is still litcle better than religious
sentimentalism.

The leaven of evil is everywhere doing its work—defiling, loosening,
undermining everything that is divine and sacred. Satan is laying
bis last snares, and musters his troops for the last battle that is to de-
cide the empire of earth. He has sent forth the powers of darkness
and they arc doing their work with strange rapidity. Atheism defies,
scepticism doubts, blasphemy mocks, Pantheism is turning the world
into God. Religion is meagre, hollow, and unhealthful—of a low and
second-rate kind, not bardy, fearless, unearthly, heedless of toil and
peril, ready to affront a world, braving pain, and bonds, and death.
Sedition rages, lawlpssness threatens, misrule prepares to triumph.
Despotism and democracy have thrown themselves for a death-wrestle
on each other ; the tiger and the wolf have met in the long-anticipated
struggle—and woe to the world, woe to the Church, whichever of the
two may conquer !

BEAUTY OF JEWESSES.

It is related that Chateaubriand, on returning from his Eastern
travels, was asked if he could assign a reason why the women of the
Jewish race were 50 much handsomer than the men, when hogave
the following onc:—* Jewesses,” he said, * escaped the curse which
lighted upon thoir fathers, husbands, and sons. Not 2 Jewess was
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to be seen among the crowd of priests and rabble who insulted the
Son of Gd. seonrged Him. erowned 1hm with thorns, and su' jeered
bim to infamy aud the agouy of the c¢ross The women of J iden
believed in the Suviour, and assisted and soothed Hon un ter afiliction.,
A woman of Bethany poured on lis hed precious ol tinent  wieh she
kept in a vase of alabaster. The siuner anointed Tas foor winie per-
fumed oil, and wiped them with the hir of serficad Cavist on i< yrs
extended wercy to the Jowesses  Fo raised from tie dead the son of
the widow of Nain, and Marcha’s biother Lazarus e cured 8 mon’s
mother-indaw and the woman who tonched the hemof Lis sarment,
To the Samaritan wownn he was a spring of living waiter, aud compase
sionate judge to the woman taken inadultery  The daughters of Jora.
salem wept over him: tle holy women accompuvivd him to Cavary,
brought him balm and spices; aud. weepinz, s u<ht him in the sejul-
chre. “ Woman. why weepest thou 2’ is first appearmee afier
the resurrection was to Mary Magdalene. e said to her.* Mary ¢
At thescund of his voice Mary Magdalend’s eyes were apeued, "ard
she answered, * Master” The reflection of sowme beautiful ray wuss
have rested on the brow of the Jewess.”

OUR BRETHREN IN I0WA.
Durenport, Scott Co . lowa.
4¢th dugust, 1850,
Dear Brortner Orirnaxt:— Appended me the proceedings of a
meeting of our brethren, held about forty wiles from Davenport  If
you think they or any part of them ave warthy of tle aitention of your
readers, please use them as you think projer.  As a people we profuss
to love truth for its own sake ; therefire if any of eur acts are incou-
sistent with it. we ought rather to desire than to shun their Leing
seratiniz:d.  If you find anything in these proceed ings worthy of your
attention, and they or any part of them hav.ng a tenderey sulversive
of truth, we hope you will be free to expose any aud ali such tendencics:
therein to be found.
With esteem,
Yours in truth, C. Lzssnie,

Proceevines
OF THE FIRST CONVENTION OF CHURCHES IN THE SECOND DISTRICT
OF 10W.a.

Agreeablv toan arrangement enteved into at the State meeting held
st Marion. Linn Co., commencing on the Thursday hefore the fourth
Lord’s day in May last. a meeting of the Messengersof the churches
of the Seeond District of Towa. convened uear Maguokata, Jackson
Co, on Friday. 16th August.  After an appropriste adidress, and the
appointment of the following eommittee. viz: J Ingram. T Breden,

6. D. Clack, J. B. Allen, and C. Lesslie to make arraugemeuts for
T
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organization and prepare business for the meeting, it adjourned to meet
next mornine at 10 o'clock. ,

i meeting orgauized- by appointing Joserir Inerax Chairman,
and C Lessiie, Scevetary., The Commitice reported the order of
business as follows :—

st That the meeting dllow each church represented three delegates
in this convention.

aud, That the messengers from the different churches be received.

8ed Thut theu the Reports from the chiurehes be presented.

The above veport of order was received and adopted.  The follow-
ing brethren took their seats as delegates from churches i—

Fiom 1 ong Grove~James Brownlie, J. B. Allen.

% Davenport.—Irane Glaspel, € Lesslie

4 Marion.—Jacob Looze. J. Shipman, D. 8. Brown.

#  Maquoketa.—d M. Curtes, Isuac Breden, D. Cassiday.

“  Rockingham—C. D Cluk.

& Big wouds—Orville Croukite, C. W, Fall, W. Q. Simpson
* Washington Township—N. A. McConnell.

The reports of the churches were reeeived as follows :—

The chueh at Long Grove meets on the first day of the week for
breaking the Loaf.  Ou Thursday evening during most of the year it
meets for prayer. It numbers Forty nfembers.  Nine of which were
added since the eommencement of brother McCounell’slabours in the
Distriet asa Sunday School  Subseribes to the co-operation for
the next year Fay-five dollars. Its Eider is James Browulie; Déacons,
Alex Brownlie. Joseph Quinu. )

The Chureh ar Davenport meets every Lords’s day and during the
week on Thursday evening. Number of members 10th August, 1850,
75 : additions during the year. 16 ; dismissals by letter, 10; Deaths
2 ; Excommunieations 2. Its Deacons are Ww. Gray and Adrian
Muoore Four brethren have been appointed to' preside at its meetings
on the first duy of the week—1two on each alternate day - Has a Sun-
day School.  Report of its suuseription to the co-operation. not given.

PThe Church at Marion meets every Lord’s day alternately-at Mar-
ion and Mouroe Township. The nuimber of members Seventy:five.
James P. Brown and James M Berry, Elders. Jucob Booze aud Iram
Wilson, Deucons. It has subseribed One Hundred and fifty dollars
to this co-operation for the ensuing year. )

The Maquoketa Church meets throe times a week. The number
of its members Sixty. Additions during the year Twenty-four. Six
by letter and ecigliteen by immersion. Agrees to contribute to the co-
operation Severity-five doilars. [saac Breden, G. D. Berry, Elders,

James MePeak and D Brinescomb, Deacons. -

The Rockingham -Church meets “every Lord’s day. Its. number
of members Six  Oue death since its orgaujzation this year, Has
subscribed-to the co-operation Twenty doilars. Its Elder is Thos,

- Blackbura. Deacon, C. D. Clark. . ‘

The Church at Big Woods-meéts once in two weeks: on Lord’s day.
“The number of mémbers Thirty-nive. Additions by immersion during
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the year Thirteen. Its Eiders are Joseph Ingramand W. C. Simpson.
Deacon, Orville Cronkhite. Has subsvibed to the co-opération Oue
Hundred aud three dollars,

The Churel in Wasliington Township, reezntly gathiered together
—taking the Bible aud the Bible wlone as its standard of faith “and
practice, numbers Forvy five members. Is not fully ovgavized  Will
contribute to the co-operition Lwenty-seven dollavs

The Le Claire Chureh, (Seots Co ) having uo  Dalegates, it being a
member of the co-operation, N. A. McCounell the Kvangelist was invi-
ted if in bis power to veport it e did soas fotluws: The number of _
its members Thirty two  Additions by immersion duriug the tme he.
traveled in the Distriet, Four. Added from the Baptists two  Wath-,
drawu to unite with the Methodists, one.  Wm. McGirniesaud Jaeob,
Pearsoll; Elders, M. M Pollok aud James Gardiner, Deacous. * Has
a Sunday School Meets on Lord’s day. Lts subseription to the eo-
operation not known, N

At the conclusion of these proceedings the eommittee retived and
N.A. MeCounell addressed the citizens and brethren present. V. hen
the committee returned they reported the following resolutions for the
consideration of the meeting. j

Whereas it is desirable and reasonable that Christian Churches
should co-operate with oue another in spreading a knowledge of the
truth—in view of the importance of this duty the Congregations of
diseiples of the Second District of Iowa by their Messengers asseme
bled near Maquokets, resolve

Ist. To sustain two Mvaugelistsin the field during the ensuing year,
to travel in different portions of the disirict ; provided the uecessary
means can be obtained, say at least Six Hundred dotlars. '

2d. That brother N A McCounell continue to travel as hitherto
until ancther Evangelist be obtained ; ailowing him to exercise his
Judgment in visiting the Churches or pretraciisg his stay at any par-
ticular poiut

8d. That should this co-operation raise the neeessary nmount to sus-
tain another Bvangelist and succced in abiainmg a suitable person for
that station. the oflicers to be hereafier appointed shall couvene a
meetiig of one de'egate from each church in the co operation to desig-
naté to him dud brother McConnell their respective fields of labor.

4th. That the Agents of this co-operation to transact its business
during the recess of this meeting. shall consist of a President, Vise
President, a Sceretary. Treasure and Committee of three, with power
to fill vacancies to be desiguated the Presidént and Execative Com-
mittee of the Christian co-uperation of the Sceund Disiiiet of Towa—

-their duties to; be the same as usually devolve upon sueh officers—a
majority to form a quorum and to reside in the same locality. .

Sth, "That we rejoice in  the ciforts being made by our
bretbren in the formition of Agencics for seuding the Guspel by Mis-
sionaries to destitute places of this_and other lauds. and for the
circulation of a pure translation of the Word of God. While we ¢an
not.wholly approve of the mauner.in which they are coustituted, we,
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wiil nse our influeuce to unite the brotherhiood throughout the distries
in their support.

6 b, Lyay we regard it as a matter of importance that the young
shoaid ety e Hoiy Seriptures, For the purpose of advaucing
this uoble oljeo we connmuend the brethren of eaeh Congregation to
appoiut switable persons to attend to this department and regu arly to
conve ¢ tic young onthe Lo d's duy with this especial design.

Tuesce 1oselotutions ou being submitted were unanimously received
and adopted.

Resvived, That N A McConnell James Brownlie and W. C, Simp-
€on be a cunm ttee to nowmiaate officers of  this co-operation to serve
for cue yeur or until their sucecssors me elected, and report for the
action-of this weet ng.

After an interesting niscourse from N A. McCounell on the subject
of Christan Univn, the Delegates uet to hear the report 6f the com-
mittee. The ollowing are the names of the brethren reported :—
Wm. MeGinuies, of LeClaire President; Alfred Sunders, Davenport,
Vice Pres:dent ; G Lesslie, Secretary; R. 8 Craig, Treasurer, J.
B Adan, of Loug Grove, Jumes Quinn, and D C. Eldrige, of Daven-
port, Coniumittee .

_Resolved, that the proeecdings be prepared for publication in the
Western Evaugelist, ‘

Resolved. ‘I'hat this delegation “adjouin to meet.the Lord willing, at
Big Woods, Joues Co., ou Friday previous to the last Lord’s dayin
may nest. Josuen Ingran, Presideus.

Cmas Lesswie, Seeretary.

We thank éur estecmed hrother Lesslie for the foregoing eommuni-
eation. It is regarded as * good news from a far country ?  We have
something to say respecting the sulject to which our good brother in
Towa juvites criticism ; but the time to speak has not yet fully come.
Wenotice that three of the above churches, viz: Long Grove, Daven-
port, und Le Claire, have each a Sunday School. The seed in those
cougregations will deubtless yicld sixty and a hundred fold. Ian less tha
ten years, if ous wwiithmetic be correet, they will e ¢ eusamples” to the
chiiches in all that region, . D. 0.

INVITATION TO SYRACUSE AND REPLY

Brotuer Ouivtiat i— You ave aware tiat for some time most of
the idading bretlren in thisstate bave feit the necessity of having a
religivus periodical sustained in the eity of Syracuse devoted ‘to-the
advoeaey of primiive christianity. - Ahoutsone vear siiice & prepara.
tory effort was made, aud aehrcular invitingy ou to remsove the “Witness”
to that_place was published by you. Siuce then ti.€ matter has assamed
a-iore decided asject, as you will discover by perusing the following
circular. Fromit you will perceive that it i now- necessary that
Boally decide whether you will remove to Syracuse of nat. ~ - -

Thecireular reads e follews:—
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° ’ CIRCULAR. 5

The importance of a press in the dissemination of religious truth is exceed- -~
ing great. ‘¢ ltismy conviction” siys an English periodieal, « that more will
have to be done thrsugh the press, tian by auy other means. Lectyring and
preaching are great things, but they aie uot the gieatest, ‘Uhey eai, doomething
which the press cannot ¢o s butthe press can do much which they cannot do.
Printed Jeaves can go everywhere. ‘Lhey can be maltiplied withoat end by the

ress,  Boulis and tracts.can travel at bitle expense.  ‘C'hey want nothing to eat,

They requireno lougings.  They run up and down like augels of God, blessing

all, grving all, and asiing no gin in return. You can print them of all sizes, on

all subjects, in all places, and at all howrs. They will wait men’s time, and
suit themselves to men’s occasions and convenience. They will break off at
any point, and begin at any momeut where they broke off. Aud though they
will not always auswor guestions, they will tell their story twice or brice, or
four times over, if you wish them. Aud they can be made 1o speak on any sub-
ject and on every subject they can be made w0 speak wisely and well. They
can, inshort, be made vehicles of all truth, the teachersand reformers of all
classes, the regenators and benefactors of all lands.”
Such.being the case, how important it is that such a powerful agent should
be most speedily and actively employed at some central and influential position
- in this great commonwealth, that it may elucidate truth, expose error, and dis-
seininate religious interest thronghout the whole community ! Syracuse is, we
judge, the situation best adapted to such an enterprise, and one of rapidly in.
creasing influence for evil or for good. In a very few years it has risen from
asmall village intoa city of some 20,000 inhabitants, and has become a radia-
ting centre ot commmercial. intelicctual, and moral influence. 1fan able, inde-
pendent, and temperate religious periodicad could be properly sustained at this
poiat, it would have more influence over the surrounding country than any other
agent we could employ, and wouid, at the same time. give more of permaneney
to the goud cause in which we are engaged than all vther means combined. In
view of ail these things we conclude 1t to be imperatively necessary ta establish
such a press at Syracuse as soon as possille. ‘I'he brethren whosigned a cireu-
lar some few months since avestill determined to prosecute thisefiort; and would
again first invitethe ¢ Witness” to remove to the above mentioned-place, and
it it cannot be induced to respond favorably to the call, we will takesteps to pro-
curea press {rom some other soutce. There is now a very general teeling to this
effect existing among the brethren, and those whoare more immediately engaged
in this matter would earnestly invite them to show their interest in -~ the most
zealous manner by lending a helping hand to aid in this most desirable ‘abject.
We pledge oursélves to use our uamost influence to sustained the Witness or
such other perivdical as may be started a1 the abeve place, and to give ita free
Aand.extensive circulation throughout the community. )

Ire, N. Y., 1850.

J. M. SHEPARD, _ LEVI WELLS, b)
ALLEN BENTON } fra. ~ W. HAYDEN, [
H. A. CHASE, | GEO. NEARING,  § ompey. 'V
RUSSEL CHASE, ] ASA WIELLS,
JINO. HUTCHINGS,, Tully. H. KNAPP, .
. JNOQ. CAVEN, : C. . WALKUP,
"A. H. SQUIRES, GEOQ. WALKUP, Brewerton.
Wat. W. WHITE, . Wm. WHITE, Hastings.
‘CHAS. TUCKER, Syracuse. : T

THO’S, SPENCER, | ,
L:have left off several names attached to the above document for the
want of room. I will, therefore, staté, that at the general meeting of
thié brethren-held-at Dewitt, Ilaid the matter contaived in the above
«circular .before them on Lord's day afternoon ; and called for a vote:
«on:-the following.: .

» .
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© 7 Resolvad, that-wa invite Brother Oliphant to remove the “Witness"
’ radiige, and that we will usé our best influence to sustain it.at.
- “thatpoiut, andintroduce it into general c';reu\amion:-:—h' wWas ‘unRans-
. fliously adopted. ' ]
Qui next general meeting is-4o bo held at Cieero.commencing on

‘Fiday preceding ticfirst Lord’s day.in Sept: ;.our anuual-meeting ag
“ Pually cominencing inthe week preceding, the thivd Lovd!s day; saud

‘0UF -Blite mectiv - at Pompey commencing on. Thursday preceding.
- thafourth Lovd’s & y-of Sept. ;which will give-an escellent opportu-
Wity to ninke nrrangenrents for sustuining the * Witness” shou'd you
- gonclide to come : you-will heuce see the necessity for givinga final
© gniwer; that we way kndw what weare to do us relates 10 tue establish.

et and sustenancs ofa.press among us. ’
‘Hopiug toréeeive o {ivourable-response, T amas ever,
o Yoursin christian love, J. M. Sieranp.

N

L ‘RESPONSE.
_To.J. M. Shepard, Dr. Beuton, Wra. W. Wiite, H. A. Chase;
and-allthose brethiren in New Yo:k desirous of citablishing  poriodi-
el'iin the:city of Syracuse ; , ,
Esreeren Baetar en:—When a circular was got up and:signed
you:last year, inviting me to make my abode in- your-staté for
rpose of publishing a paper, the project was viewed by mo-with
‘thau a little favour, aud nothing preveuted any immediate com-
ith your request but a sense of duty growing out.of obligationa
ethren in  Cauada—obligations fuirly embraced in what the
‘bad done and were then deing for the coutinuancé-of my
s for the furtherance of the cause of the Lord in this seetion:
frankly stated, in reply to. that circular, that I could uot:then.
ontly remove, but it:wus intimated that removaliwas both ,pdssibfq
-and: probable at some future time. In.making & visit to a number of
congrogations in your state Just April aud May, in conversation with
~ ‘bretliten on the subjeot of my lenving Canada and loeating in
‘ork, Idesigned it to be understood, when solicited-to remoye,
my-obligations to rewain in this province were lessened, and that.
foreseen obstacle prevented, I could, were it desired, take.up
: ode in the empire state and proceed in the busiuessof a veligious
publishér. This judgment was based upon the following premises
" expreséed or understood :— ' .
~18t. That the brethren generally among you, and more.especially
‘all-the proclaiming brethren, were unanimous in the desire to establish.
~wpaperin New York. 2ud. That Syracuse was a most tuitable field for
-evangelical labours, and 2 very appropriate:point for a Press to .serve,
the-brethren and-the causeof truth. ~ 8d. That my laboursin Canads,
‘Dow; ‘tliat .our co-operation had been fairly tested and found:to work 80
~-giodessfally, could be spared wi;]}mit any great injury. .
~iBut:in forming & judgment-upoun the preceding grounds. I was.not..
copactous of the compound iistake' which was then made. For, in.the,
first place, while-there was.a very general desire on the. part -of .

.




INVITATION TO SYRACUSE AND REPLY, 241

New York brotherhood to enjoy the blessings «f o periodieal, subse-
quent information guveme to understand that one.or {wo rather
prominent persous weretot only indifierent but came out in half hidden
half open epposition This of itself, if there was no other obstacle, would
interpose an effectual barrier in the way of wy appearance in your
state with the design of remaining and labouring. .
A word here in reference to Syracuse. 'Phis city is well located,
and deserves attention as a point of great and growing consequence.
A successful effort in such a place would be of unspeakable advantage
to the cause, not only in New York stete, but in regions around it
fur vemote. All this is freely and heartily acknowledged. But are the
brethren usa whole in any wise advised as it respeets what is required
to move forward in such a city with the Jeast prospect of success? Ia
there not only a few—a very few—a most precious few, who at all
eomprehend the amount of labour, time, means, co-operative effort,
and noble disinterestediiess necessary to prosecute the work of the
Lord in the city of Syracuse, so fashionable; so growingly great, so
popularly ambitious?  Perwit me to remark that I have yet to hear
those extensive, matter-of-fact. dependable caleulations requsite to-the
undertaking. I do not however urge this against the project. -
But d@nother point of greator moment to the frievds of a periodical ™
here. is found in this fact,—a paper for the advocacy of our principles
in Canada is considered indispensable to the healthy pregress and
prosperity of the cause of truth, and thersfore the removal of it is
reearded in a very unpropitious and discouraging liglit, serving to
check the energies of those whose energies are tlic most needed. And
although the supporters of the work hiave done no more than they
ought, nor haif so much as thev wight, yet when compared with others
they are perhaps as well entitled to commendation as their neighbours
anywhere on the new continent, especially when it is almost univers:lly
granted, that all ave behind. ‘I'he brethren here, beyond all question,
have the first aud best claim to my publishing labours; and when I
learn that this claim is urged, and discouragement is associated with
the discontinuance.of the paper in thiscountry. it is not in my heart to
leave for another field of lubour. There was, as I supposed, good reason
to conclude that my efforts here -could be dispensed with easily, and
turned to better and greater account at a point hitherto unoccupied; and
it was these impressions,barmoniously blended together,that gave weight
to all my reflections favourable to a change of locality. But now that I
find brethren to whom'I have been attached ever since my name was
eurolled with believers lifs up their voice und their pen against my
departure, it will not be neeessary for me to offer many other reasons
- why I must write a negative instead of an aflirmative in answering the
_preceding circular. Were-it consistent with commendable manners
‘to extract from. letters primarily designed for my own individual
reading: I would take the liberty of affording a few specimens of proof
for-the double purpose of illustrating and substantiating what is above
 affirmed. :
That the intelligent:and noble-minded among the brethren in Ne
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York feel the need of a periodical as a contre of greater and more
extensive cfiort for the advancement of the gospel and the edification
of the brotherhood, I have cvery reason to believe; nay, Iam firmly
of the apinion that the Lord’s cause can not progress with the same
energy and decisive zeal in your state as it woald with the auxiliary of
a substantinl and well conducted paper. So far as the « Witness" is
concerned, all the interest it has in New York will be most willingly
withdrawn to give room and seope for a publication of your own ; and
further, it will be my pleasure to assist it by correspoudence and by
giving it circulation on this side according to the measure of my
ability, regulated measurably no doubt by the merit of the paper itself.

At the coming state meeting. to be held in Powpey, you wili doubt.
less make arrangements either to prosecute vigorously or abandon
indefinitely the proposed enterprise of establishing a paper. Permit
me here to offer a plan, which, if executed, would probably subserve
the interests of the brotherhood both in Canadaand New York. The
esteented and faithful brother W. W. Eaton, now residing in St. John,
province of Brunswick, would, I have no doubt. accept an invitation
(of the right kind) to locate in Syracuse and become editor.of the
contemplated work for the brethren of New York. T have reason to
Enow shat brother Eaton will not object toa co-operation with myself in
getting up and conducting a work of this churacter; and hence the work
could be printed in my office in Oshawa, and sent to Syracuse, duted,
imprinted. and every way arranged as if put to press iu that city, snd
at a cost little more than half what would require to be paid if printed
there ; because the same work would answer that side and this side,
saving a few minor alterations as it respects the place of its issue, date,
aud some little items of news and notices. I could furnish and deli-
ver in Syracuse. per Express, regularly cvery month,. a thousand or
fifteen hundred copies of a publication, thirty-two large pages, double
column or otherwise, containing all the editorial brother Eaton would-
write, just as though the work was printed the next door to his resi-
dence ; and in the meantime you would have the speaking- labours,
counsel, presence. and wisdom of brother Eaton perhaps in greater
abundauce than if he were more closely allied to the press.

I ask you, dear brethren, to bestow 2 little thought upon this pros
position. for these two reasons :— 1st. Brother Eaton without doubt
would be much more happy as well as more useful in New York than
in Néw Brunswick, although there is no question with me but he is
‘about his Master’s work in the city of ~t. John. To Canada he isnot
disposed to come—to Syracuse bie can be induced to come. 24. The
cheapuess and efficiency of the plan suggested would seem to warrant
the assurance that tlie arrangement would be permanent. This, with
me, is a consideration of grand importance. 1 will not however
enlarge. The suggestions are before yon, and you are wise men—’
- men of good counsel : do that which svems to you good. May-all our

. counsels and Jabours tend to the extension of truth, the-bonor of our

Father in heaven, dnd the present as well as future happiness of maan.
ST T Yours as a:aneinbet of the divine family, -

Sept. 3d., 1850, . D. Orirmawr.



