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¥ Many of our readers will be amused to
the way some of our correspendents

appear to resent the
Thistle Honey. idea of securing thistle

honey. We heve yet
£ea the part of Ontario in which thistles
anot be found. Thistle honey is of very
raquality and as long as they grow we
ali not object to our bees availing them-
{73 of the swestuess they contain.

——e - E

Caring for Comb Honey.

axt to plenty of comb honey in the
iong, is the knowledge of how to care
it after the bees have done their part in
ag their keaper a nice saleable article.
theze days of low prices and close
matition, nothin% will pay the apiarist
or than to care for what ccmb honey
bz:23 produce for him, so that when it
it upon the market it may have the
'3 inviting appearance which it does
1 first completed by the bees. As comb
i very largely a luxury, the more
w it i3 in appearance, the more
y sales will be made, and the batter
. '3 it will bring, while there is very
e maore work, if any, required in patting
#3market an article which will ptease

7o end therefore win for itself a
atar, than in putting an article on
ovket which is go inferior, that it
2ks of talk and hard work to get
something that will not sell itself.
the amount of work that it takes
n inferior article, there is another
vhich works evil to everyons who
>duce a pica article: Mr. A takes
to market after it has stood on

= 4ill it is dingy with the soil of the
relling over it for & month after it
y in its snowy whiteness to bs
mthe hive ; then he putsit up in

boxes and cases having a slovenly appear-
ance, which, even though thshoney were
first-class, which it is not, aithough it may
be so in quality, would detract from its
inviting qualitiecs so that a nimble pur-
chasar would not be found. Next he gozs
out with a determination to sell it for what
it will bring, and, as it is not put up in the
way an enterprising man would pat it up,
every dealer who is asked to buy knows
that the price it will brine can made
vary low, if he is a little slow in making
offers, for the man who does not put up his
product in the best shape, is af)ways the
man who will not hold out very long for
& high price; thus, through his shiftless-
ness and lack of ability in the different
points which would have made his honey
a desirable thing, heis led to take up with
a price which is often not enough to cover
the cost of production, and is continually
telling of how the amount of work required
to get & little money, while it never enters
his head that he is the one who is to blame
for the state of affairs which he finds. A

few days later Mr. B goes to the same

market. What a contrast between his
honoy and that of A’'s! B’s honsey is snow
whitae, stored in bright clean sections which
ara nicely packed in attractive shipping
crates. He has been congratulating him-
self on how the grocerymen will be pleased
with his honey and pay him a fancy prica
for it, but when he arrives at the market,
he finds he has to compete with A’s honey
in price. or not sell at all, as the partics
having A’s honey know if B's is pus along
gide of it. they cannot sell a gound of A’s
till B’s is disrosed of, and thas the price
gaid {for A’s honey 1S used ag a leverage to
ring all hopey down to that fgure.
Theso things ought not so to bs, and the
object of this article is to ses if they need to
ba. *Very good,” says omne, *'but how
will you change such a state of affairg?”
There are two ways of doing it: First,
remove your own honey from ths hives
wrhen it is first finished by the bess, going
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over the apiary as often as necessary, even
though you do this once a week, that all
may be taken off before the bees change the
color of the snowy combs to one of dirty-
ness, o condition far removed from what it
was when first caPpad over. When taken
frora the hives, place it in a room with a
tomperature from 85° to 100° of heat,
keeping this heat as near uniform as
possible, either with an oil stove, or by the
sun shining on a dark-painted rcof over
where your honey is stored, or, by both, so
it will grow thick and of better quality,
and to prevent any leaking of honey when
you crate it, or upon reaching market.
Keep an eye out for the larvas or the wax
moth, and if troublesome, use sulphur,
after which pack it for merket in_neat,
tasty crates or cases. Now call in all your
bee-kesping friends to look at it, especially
all whom you have reason to think have
any honey to sell, and, after showing them
yours, ask them what shape their's is in,
and inform them as to the probable price of
honey put upin nice shape. Have sample
copies of the bee papers at hand, and
especially some of the many good books of
the present day on bee-keeping, and do not
let one go away without subscribing for
one or more of the papers, or purchasing a
book. Just as soon as you can get men to

" reading on the subject of bees, they become
interested in everything pertaining to the
pursuit, and thus they will even try to
excal you, if possible, in the neat way they
put up their honey, while they in turn will
educate others whom yon may not be able
torveach If they will not take and read
a bee paper or book, beware; for one of
these old fogies let loose without any
reliable reading regarding bees, for a
yrudder, does more harm to the honey trade
than a dozen producers like yourself,

Second, if you cannot get your friends
who keep bees to adopt & nice tasty pack-
age, and get their honey off in nice shape,
do not let them put it on the market at all,
Buy it yourself, or at least make them an
offer for it for all it is worth, so if they
should not get the price in the market you
offered, they swill bring it back to you.
After having bought it, dress it up in the
best shape possibla and sell it with your
own crop, and thus, as a rule, you can get
out.of it without nearly the loss you wonld
have sustained had it gone on the market
as did Mr. A's. After a few years of
energetic work on the part of intelligent
honey-producers along this line, we may
be masters of the situation as to a more
uniform prics for our product.

G. M. DooriTrLn.
Boredino, N, Y.
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3 Some Things That We IMay Be g
Sure Of. ’
: —By Q. W. Domarey § %
S B R e el B

PRCRIEIAS

&

There are some thingg that we mav te
mistaken about, though we may haw B
sgenh some time in investigating the <ame
things, But there are some things we may
know without much investigation, and opy B
of these things is, we have no honey in &
Kentucky this year up to the close of th
white honey harvest.

The last fairly good honey season wasin
1891, Since that yeer the seasons haw §
grown worse and worse, till this year ther §

as not been more than enough honey o &
support the bees during the time of thy B
early honey harvest. Our best honer
plants are perremnials and biennials, arf
their conuitions to produce honey, depends
on the present season and the season pr
ceding it, _ Last year, after the crops wm &
safe from drought, the dry, hot weather o &
autumn literally burned out the whi: &
clover and most of the red clover, and th:
bees have had no clover to gather surplis
from. In twenty years past no season b
rassed to the middle of July without oy
apiary yielding some honey till thisyer,
1896. Not & pound of honey harve | §
ventured to take up to this date, July st
But smce the 1st of June we have bl
wonderfully seasonable weather wi
copious rains, and the grospect for s fill
tlow of honey was never better than itiss 5
this date. Something must happen inwy &
of bad weather, or in some way. if wod
not get fall honey this time. Tbhe entz
absence of the white clover and red clow
thig year, has made most people who kg
bees, intelligently or unwittingly wir
stand where our surplus horey comes fr=
It surely comes from white and red clow
fW_llxen these plants fail, our surplus hes

ails.

There is much said about sweet rlovers

a honey plant. I have had sweet clove
reach of my bees for ten or fifteen yes
and my bees literally scramble over 22
sweet-smelling, sweebt clover, but Lg&
seoms to be all. Like the perp=i®
scramble over catnip, is the sweet clizg:
1 have never been able to distioguiigr:
drop of sweat clover or catnip honey fg
any other known honey. I have meXs:
for years that certain honey plants
catnip, Sweet clover, mother wart L
weed and some other plants of kg
character, are famous to. attract bteeshi'*Y
E

B




that seews to be their prevailing trait,
their strongest point. hey are useful to
keep the bees out of mischief. There are
1 gther things we need not to ta mistaken
about. People may reasonably differ about
honey plants, because difference in locality
moy alter honey plants.  But the physiol-
opy of bees must be the same everywhere.
How is it, then, that learned people are to
befoand in the United States of America
epd in Canada, and no doubt ia the wise
old Mother Country, England, and in the
rest of the world, who can’t believe that
“bees can bite!” You send out a query to
the “'smart” bee doctors of the world and
ask them seriously if “bees can bite,” and
it might be safest for yonto *fix torun.”
“Dr, Wiseman” asserted a good many
years ago that bees are physically unable
to “bite,” and that has *‘settled it,” for the
B¢ 1 rest have followed. Not a single scientific
% | experiment has ever been published to show
that bees are incapable of biting fruits,
Some years ago the writer, from practical
opservations, was led to conduct scien-
tific experiments to settle the question as
to whether or not the honey bes is physi-
cally able to penstrate the skins of ordin-
jary fruits. 1 first demonstrated that it is
not the habit of the honey bee to attack the
skins of sound fruits, but I observed at the
time that in the heated sea<on they can cut
away any substance used in hive-building,
except iron and glass, During the heated
sason of summer, when the bees have
Tnothing to do, they will sometimes enlarge
{heentrance to the hive, and I have several
‘wlonies now flying from different parts of
their hives, through holes they have
“‘uibbled at the corners of the hives. My
bees often cut round, smooth holes in paper
quilts. and in enamelled cloth covers,
These smooth round holes suggested a
Sientific experiment. A round hole in the
fuilt where the bees were at work, enlarg-
ingthehole. Over this hole was placed a
ergoripe grape, and the bees being in the
Yabit of cutting at that place premptly,
mt theskin of the grape and extracted its
- Juice. A large wild goose plum was next
~ Wed, and it was cut through in due time.
in_nally, an early harvest apple was put on
{rial, and the bees cut its smooth rind.
Iiwill be seen that thess bees cut these
;rial fruits in their efforts to cut their way
ibrongh the uilt. This was proven by the
£ ".ackthat when a cluster of grapes were
e Csed, onl. the berry over the hole was cut,
. «d the bres having moved the single
_ irape over the hole as an obstruction, they
: vae found crawling over the rest of the
duster without harming any more of
em. These experiments as fully proved
iia: bees do not habitually attack the souud

%
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skins of fruits., as they proved that bees
are physically able to bite through the
covering of any ordinary fruits, I intended
to refer to some other interesting matters,
but this article is too long now,

Christiansburg, Kentucky, U S.A.,
——
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Methods of Securing and Maunaging ¢

b Swarms.

By Hox. R. L. TAYLOR, Superintendent of the 83
Michigan Experiment Apiary.

TIRESTSRESRTCERRLSRET 22T
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The season of 1896. in point of swarming,
has been a remarkable one. The bees
lightly set at naught all the accepted ca-
nons of bee-keepers respecting that func-
tion. Lack of great strenth had little re-
straining influence, and abundance of
room, even in the brood-nest, none at all.

Swarming began the last of May, con-
tinuing just a month, during a very moder-
ate flow of nectar, ending abruptly when
that flow was at its best at the height of
basswood bloom, thcugh even then the
secretion of nectar was very light., Nog
more than one or two per cent.of the colon-
jeg did anything at all in the supers
before casting swarms, and many did not
wait to fill the combs in the brood-nest.
Under such circumstances it is safe to say
that it would be wise to cease efforts to
determine the best methods of securing
and managing swarms, on account of an
bright prospect of speedy success in breed-
ing out the swarming instinct, or even of
any satisfactory invention that will pract-
ically allay it. Indeed it isa very serious
question whether, if this object could be
secured in either of these ways, it wouid be
satisfactory to more than e very small
percentage of apiarists.

There are always more or less losses from
various causes to be made good, and thers
is no cheaper or more satisfactory way of
doing this than through the increase by
swarming., Theloss of even a few colon-
ies each winter during a series of unfavor-
able ysars, where there is little or mo
swarming, with occasional failure of
queens and Jack of stores, often best met by
t’he uniting of colonies, sometimes makes
the aggregate reduction in numbers rather
startling,  Then the serious item of the
rearing of queens comes in, which must be
done artificially if increase is secured with-
out swarming. No doubt as good queens
can be secured in this way as thoseobtained
from cells built and cared for uunder the
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swarming impulse, but how few, compara-
tively, are tho apiarists who have the
aptitude, skill and punctuality veguired to
do it. Ninetesn out of twenty, for one rea-
son or another, would fail, and in these
times of financial stringency and uncertain
honey crops, they cannot afford to pur-
chase. Besides, it can hardly yet be safel
denied that bees receive an impetus to wor
by finding themselves in their newly-
pitched tent, destitute of brood and pro-
visions.

That there are some weighty objections
to swarming, if it could be safely repressed,
is not to be denied, but these mey be re-
duced to two, namely, the time and labor
required for watching and hiving swarms,
and the danger of loss from swarms ab-
sconding, Some may hold that undesir-
able increase is another and more serious
one still, but one should be easily able to
obviate that, and indeed thereby reap a de-
cided advantsa It is only a question of
the disposal of the brood ih the hive from
which the swarms issue, and thatis gen-
erally especially in early swarming, very
valuable. To accomplish this, it is not
necessary, as might be inferred from some
discussions of the subject. that the brood,
when hatebed, or before, should be returned
to the identical colony that sroduced it;
indeed, it may usunally bs used with deeci-
dedly greater advantage in other ways,
Thers are always at the opening of the
honey season some colonies that are not up
to the strength required for the best work
in the supers. Lec the hives full of rapidi;
hatching brood be distributed among such
deficient colonies as fast as they can be ob-
tained, first driving out of each all the bees
left behind in the hive which with its
swarm i, or is_to be. put on the stand.
Thus, in 2 few days, if swarming continues,
all may bs got intoexcallent condition.

Frequently, also, there are colonies out
of condition on account of being possessed
of superannuated or otherwise worthless
queens. Destroy such queens as fast as
hives of brood can be obtained, and place
one on each now queenless colony, and in a
fow days it will be rejuvenated both in its
strength and its queen. In some of thess
operations the advantagesof a horizontally-
divisible brood-chamber are especially
apparent, for if ono wishes tohelp two col-
onies with the brood of one it can be done
without extra labor, or if ona wishes to
rear a few surplus quesns to mest emergen-
cies without driving out the bees remain-
ing after the swarm issues, by simply
dividing the broca-chamber, he may secure
two quesns as easily and as cheaply as one.

Other ways of disposing of the brood

BEE JOURNAL.

thus obtained through swarming will accur
to every onein practice, so that soon instrad
of deploring its abundance one will belikely
to wish for more.

There is one principle that is valuable ip

this condition which should recall
before passing, and that is, that g §
colony having a laying queen of §

the current years’s rearing can by
pretty surely relied upon not to desire to 8
swarm, no matter how strongit may be ¥
made within any reasonable bounds, and }
the same rule holds if it has a virgin §
queen, if there be not also occupied qu.ep.
cellsin the hive. This fact may be tuken §
advantage of to safely make some of thp
strongest possible colonies, and at thesams }§
time the most protitable ones, notwi hstan- §
ding the notion which some cherish (bu §
without good reasom, I believe) that thy %
possession of a virgin quesn renders 3 §
colony unprofitable for comb honey. -

How best to minimize the disadvantages &
of swarming which give riss to the otgg :
objections I have mentioned, ixa somewhs: B
more difficult matter. The absconding of §
prime can be almost certainly provented by §
having had the wings of the queens previ. §
ously clipped, which is most convemuwly §
done snbout the first day of May precediog, §
Lut, though I have hitherto been scrongﬁ' S
in favor of it, and would takeas a choin &
of evils in the absence of the queen-trap, | §
find it liable in an apiary of any consider 8
able extent where there is little danger o §
swarms clustering out of convenient reach §
to one valid odjection, and that is, tha ¥
swarms usually remain a tantalizingy &
long time in the air, giving an unnecesir
ily pressing invitation to other swarmy §
and perhaps virgin queens, to join thy, &
thus complicating the matter of sucresfy 3
hiving. In small apiaries this objecti ¥
would not havethe same validity, but i B
any case there is first the danger of th
loss of valuable queens, and then in ninow %
ten days, in the absence of the apiarist, ik §
loss of powerful swarms with virga§
queens, 80 I now consider the g .cen-r; J
indi:ansable unless owne is willmg o §
waten his bees continually during t: 8
swarming ssason, and even then it iss §
great convenience. g

For this purpose, the trap sho.ld bes #
made that the queen once in it cannot & 3
turn to the hive. This enables the apisrid ¥
to determine, with the exercise of a vy #
little attention, whether & swarm has iv ¥
ued during his abssnce from any gim
hive or net, by the conduct of the bees scifl
the greaver or less cluster remainsng wit¥
the queenin the trap, Ifa swarm kg
issued and returned, usuvally tie trapi®
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@ found full of bees, or mnearly go; in such
! rase I return the queen and bees to the
hive and readjust the trap with the expec-
tation that in & day or two I shall discover
t them making their next attempt, or, if I
B had no such expectation, I would shake
Bl out enough bees to make a good swarm
E\ and hive them with the queen in the ordi-
{ nary way.

i A trap full of bees at the entrance of the
g hive from which the prime swarm, or at
Bt least the old queen, has been takenm, indi-
| cates that the young queen has attempted
M| toissue ; if the trap has but few bees, it
b1 shows that the young queen has attempted
k! to take her mating flight, or perhaps some-
E| times that she has got into the trap in en-
& deavoring to escape from a rival. Ineither
§' case,swarming is over, and the trap should
boremoved and the queen returned, unless
k1 it ig certain the colony still has one.

£ It is best then, I think. to keep traps on
& |all colonies likely to swarm, removing
) them &S soon a8 the danger, is over, being

E |3 swarm is discovered issuing, remove the
E |trap, thus allowing the queen to go_with
¢ ithe swarm. which induces speedy and per-
- Efect clustering, when it may be secured in
& lamoment in a basket. .
K 1 Alight pole to which a basket isattached
E near t%e farther end, serves both to shake
B ‘ot and secure most swarms that cluster
K ‘out of the reach of the hand. .
$ | Forthe highest success in the production
% of comb honey, strong swarms are desirable
¥ ‘and hiving swarms_on the Jld stand not
¢ only conduces to their streagth, but has
¥ 50 a strong tendency, often almost pro-
“hibitive, to prevent afterswarms. How-
& over, with the methods I use there is a
£ linit to the profitable strength of swarms.
B It they excesd sevemor eight pounds in
 seight, thers is apt to be discontent and
¥ anearly preparation to swarm again, even
-l they do not Xatsist. in attempting to
sbscond, This determination_to abscond
{3a diffieulty which I have had to encoun-
- rvery frequently during swarming sea-
4ons. owing principally, no doubt, to the
“imallsize of the brood-chember which I
‘@l compelled to give swarms, After
asting diferent plans, I have at last been
¥lmost entirely successful in meeting this
difficalty by giving the swarm at first a8
.(:guble brond-chamber and removing ths
wer seetion in two days. This plan has
groved & decided relief in the management
BWArmS,
Litloneed tw said in addition to mest
igOblectio:: made against swarming on
ount of ti .0 vequived for asttending to
Most pr-ne swarms issue between 9
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o'clock a.m., and 12 o'clock m., so that,
with the traps, thres hours a day answers
very well. In case of necessity, even less
time may be made to serve without serious
loss, even to so little as thres hours every
third day. It is possible that there may be
a little danger of swarms going away with
virgin queens on their mating flighs, but
it is not great, for such queans are distaste-
ful to prime swarms, though any laying
queen is acceptable.

If a prime swarm and an afterswarm
with their queen unite. the young queen
will usually be found balled, and 1t is sel-
dom worth while to seperate them because
there will almost certainly be sufficient of
the prime swarm with the young queen to
destroy her or break up the colony.

Some complaint is made that queens es-
cape through the perforated zinc of the
queen-trap. The perforation in my traps
are 5-82 of an inch, and no queens escape.

—Review.
Lapeer, Mich., July, 7.
——re————

Notes and Pickings,

From what I have been able to learn, the
mortality among queens has been very great
this season. Apoplexy seems to have been
very prevalent, caused by bee kespers mak-
ing a chasm between head and body. Re-
queening has been all the raga in this
locality at any rate. While I believe this
is & move in the right direction, especially
g0, after a season of very little or noswarm-
ing, I nevertheless also believe, that very
often when a populous colony fails to store
a reasonable amount of honey, the queen is
condemned and put to death, when in
reality the apiariss is solely to blame, for
not giving that colony the proper manags-
ment, at just exactly the proper time.
‘Would it not be well. if we were sure that a
gueen wasg worthless before we lay a heavy

nger on her, unless she ig likely to ba past
her bast on account of age.

In a straw in Gleanings, Dr. Miller re-
ports for July 15th, having 4,439 fnished
sections in the house, with more to follow.
The doctor will surely require the agsistance
of some sble bes-kenper to figure up the
average per colony this year. Clever
mathematician though he is, I think it
about kept him busy to strike an
average & year or two ago. when, if I re-
member correctly his reported crop wasnot
guite so large.

Say!is it not somewhat mortifying, to
know that you have killed the mother of &
very irritable colony, to introdace & new
queen, at the middle of the honey harvest,
and then find at the end of the harvest that -
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the solf same colony stored nigh unto 200
ibs. of surplus; nnd also find half a dozen or
more colonies in the yard, that hardly
reached its 261, mark., Such is my ex-
perience this ssason, :

Iam sure I never knew bees tc be so
oross and hard to manage, as mine were
this year during the basswood flow. I
wonder if the windy weather had anything
to do with it. :

I am looking forward to the time, when
the members of the O. B. A. shall meet in
convention in Toronto. I am also looking
forward to a better mesting than the
association has bad for a few years, from
onestandpoint at least. Thinking possibly,
the bountiful honey yie'd this year will
have sweotened bee-keepers so thoroughly
that harmony will rei.n supreme, and
that those little differences which have
cropped up at former meetings will bemora.
easily overcome. I very much desire to
know that the hatchet of strife and discord,
will be, (if not already) buried so everlast~
ingly deep, that it can never be resurrected;
then, and not before will the association
and the industry which it represents. be
justly and properly served.

About it being a mistake to use full shests
of foundation in sections, as stated by the
late Mr, Pringle, I have this to say, I
have never yet eaten honey that was
stored in gections that were pro-
vided with full sheets, that was so
accwptable to mwy palate. as that
stored in natural built comb. But perhaps
Mr. Editor will say, that I am something
other then s discriminating consumer, (see
page 844 C. B, J. for July); let that be as it
may, my fancy of taste must be respected,
becanse I do not intena o allow another
individual to eat comb honey for me just
yet. Unless o lighter foundation can be
made practicable than I have yet been able

to procure, or the beey can bs whipped to
drawing the wax out better, thereis nothing
suits me 80 well as natural built comb for
quality. But, when it comes to quantity,
then I simply say, that starters are not in
it at all alongside of full sheets, although
ipy experience is very limit:d along that

ine. '

I haye never used wired frames until this
year, and [ am so well pleased with the
combs built in them, that I shall use
nothing else in the future unless somsthing
better is invented. .

A year ago I bought 8 very yellow
Italian quesns, Two of them were accepted.
The hives had been pretty well depleted of
bees when the queens were imvoduced, and
it being rather late and no homsy comin
in, theve was very few young beas hatch
Iast fall, conszguently they went into winter

~
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with a very small family. However, the
came through the winter, but very weak
ia . _As warm weather set in very ¥
early and continued so, they built up very &
rapidly, so much so, that I thought they £
would be first to swarm, Didthey? Not &
much. They were the last two swarms] §&
had. Buttheystoreda lot of honey? Why ¥
told you so? They did nothing of thy [
kind, only about 20 finished sections from M
the two colonies. I have .promised thosy [
two yellow dandies, that 1f they and I live &
until another honey season, I shall givy g
them an opportunity to store in extracting §
combs, and if they still persist in loafing
when the flowers are yielding nectar,in
that case they §the queens) shall live no X
longer, whether 1 do or not, '
ave Jately succeeded in introducing s 2
queen to colony that was badly infected |
with laying workers and queenless five ot
six weeks. So now I come to know then &
are conditions under which such a coiony &
will aceept o laying queen, What are thy 3§
conditions ?
Is it not provoking, next thing to cusse-
ness, for eleven of the nut crackers in 4 i
B, J’s question box to pronounce in farr §
of aspactag brood frames 1} inches fion &
centre tocentre, and only sboutsix in faver
of 1. Aftar I had thought 13 was slmot ¥
accepted as a universal standard. Andl
have laboured for four years with ths §
distance in view. Wonder if those fellors §
haven't got the big head.
D. W. Heisz

———e P X
The Lincoln Convention Oct. 7 and 3 §

We have received the following furthe
notice concerning the next North Americs §
meeoting, from the Secrotary, Dr A 3

Mason: :
SraTion B, ToLEpo, Ohiy i

Aug, 18,18%. &

Mn. EpIToR,—AS you already kuow, i 3
next meeting of the North Americanb: §
keepers’ Association is to be held in L §
coln, Nebraska, in one of the Universy¥
buildings, on the 7th and 8th of 13§
October, commencing at § o'clock a. nd
the 7th, and closing with the eveiti
gession on the 8th. &
The securing of railway rates, anis§
arrangements at Lincoln, have besn lelth @
the Executive Committes with the Nebrh &
bes-kespers, and my corraspondencs 1 g
been mostly with Mr. L. D. Stilson, el§
of The Nebraska Bee-keeper, and Secrej
of the Nebraska State Bee-keapers' Assus g
tion, and through his efforts arrangen=*3
have been mads by which the railroadnig



R will be one fare plus $2.00 for the round
K trip, tickets 1> be_bought on Qct. §, but I
¥ learn that the Lake Shore and Michigan
B Southern railroad has not Ji;et; enterad into
il the agreement. but proba ly will do so
J| before the time of meeting. .
i The way for bes-kespers east of Lincoln
i to take advantage of the Homeseelers'
i Excursion rates is, to purchase their
g tickets to a point beyond Lincoln, then stop
B off at Lincoln for the convention, and
& sftorward go on to the point to which the
| tickets were purchased, pay the extra $2.00
{ there, and start on the return trip. But
B your local railroad agent should be able to
} give you definite information about this,
& Inaddition to the above it is_possible
Bi that & rate of a fare and a third on the
E certificats plan will also be made to accom-
®: modate those who cannot take advautape
R of the Homeseskers' Exeursion rate, Watch
B tho bee papers for further annouacements
B0 to rates. | ) .
& Tho Wabash railroad will sell tickets on
£ itheabove date for one fare for the round
Liteip, which, from here, is 821,40, As yet,
® {I have received no information about rates
b :from north, south, or west of London,
B The Nebraska bee-keepers have promised
E toentertain free all members of the Asso-
% cietion who live outside of Nebraska, and
B ‘anyone interested in bee culture can become
‘smember by the payment of one dollar to
& the Sccretary. ~ It seems to me that
b Nebraska bes-keepers have taken a good-
% sized contract, and I hope weshall have the
% larpest convention the Association has ever
held, but the Nebraska bee-keepers are
& :aid to be ** hustlers,” and there need be no
g;aars about their filling their part of the
-Hll, even if hundreds of bee-keepers try
eir mettle, .
-: Thet all may know something of what
30 expect, the following programme has
sgeen provided :
: 1 Honey Commission-Men and Adultera-
on—George W. York, of Chicago, Il
Inprovements in Bee-Culture— Ernest R.
oat, of Medina, Qhio.
Bee-keopers' Exchange—Prof. A.. J. Cook,
Claremont, Cala.
The Past and Future of Bee-keeping—
18, J, N. Heater, of Columbus, Neb,
The Union and Amalgamation—Thomas
;- Newman, of San Diego, Cala.
How to Secure Comb Honey—W. Z.
Jutchinson, of Flini, Mich.
“Importance of Water in the Apiary—Hon
8. Whitcomb, of Friend, Neb.

Economic Value of Bess and Their Pro-
tts—C. P. adant, of Hamilton, Ill.

oome of the Conditions of Nebraska—L,
Sulson, of Y ork, Neb,
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The Honey-Producer and Supply:-Dealer
—Rev Emerson T Abbott, of St. Joseph,

0.

The Wild Bees of Nebraska - —Prof, Linw-
rence Bruner, of Lincolp, Neb.

Artificial Heat and Purs Air. Properly
Apﬁlied in Wintering—R T Holtermann,
of Brantford, Ont,.

An original posm by Hon Eugene Secor,
of Forest City, Iowa.

Sweet Clover as a Honey-Producing
Plant—Wm. Stolley, of Grand Island, Neb.

How to Winter Bees Successfully—Hon.
George B Hilton, of Fremont, Mich.

The Production of Extracted Honey—
Two brief papers, one by N, E, Brance, of
Platteville, Wis.; and oneby J C Balch,
of Bronson.

M Null, of Miami, Mo.

President A I Root will give an address
oixl some subject that will be of interest to
all.
It is the present intention to devote the
first evening’s session to addresses of wel-
come by Gov. Holcomb, in behalf of the
State, and by the Chancellor, Hon George
E McLean, in behalf of the State Univer-
sity. Responses will be made by Hon

ugene Secor, of Iowa, and others who
will be named later, Ex-Governor Saund-
ers, an old-time bes-kesper, will also
address the convention; and at some ses-
sion Prof. Charles E Bessy will tell us
something about ** Botany as Related to
the Honey-Flora.” )

am informed that there will be from
1,500 to 1,700 students at the State Univer-
sity, and it is probable, it time will admit.
that from 600 to 800 of them will desire to
listen to one or more brief addresses on
apiarian subjects that will bs of interest to
them.

It is possible that too many papers and
addresses have been provided for, but it is
fair to presume that the MNebraska bae-
keepers are “hustlers,” and we know that
those whose names are on the i)rogramme
are also “‘hustlers,” or they would not have
been put there, for this is to be a mesting
of * hustlers.”

Mr E Whitcomb, President of the
Nebraska State Bee-kespers’ Association.
writes me that “*no pains will be spared to
make the mesting the most pleasant ever
enjoyed, and Lineoln...... will be yours
on that occasion ;” and the editor of The
American Bee Journal says: **Let’s simply
astound the Nebraska psople with numbers.”

It is expected that the Amalgamation
Committes will make a report that will be
of interest to every bse-keever on the conti-
nent, and it is hopcd as many will be
present as possible. A, B, Masox, See.
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To give bee-keopers and others & better
opportunity to judge of the present condi-
tion of bee-kesping, the honey crop, and so-
on, we Sent out & ciroular, to which a great
many replies hava been received. The fol-
lowing waore the questions :

1. How was swarming last year (1893) ?

2, How did bees winter in your vicinity ?

5. How did bees build up in the spring?

4, How has the clover flow been ?

5, How has the basswood flow been?

6, How has the thistle flow besn ?

7. What are prospsects for thistle flow ?

8. How has swarming been this year ?

Or give any other information you think
will be interesting and profitable. Your
prompt reply will be much appraciated.

In reply to your August Sth.

1. Bees wintered well. I lost one.

2., How did bees build up in the Spring
1895? Poor.

8. Clover flow good 1£96,

4, Basswood flow good.

5. Thistle very good.

8. Prospects for buckwheat is very
ﬁromisin . There will be a big How.

ave had lots of rain.

7. Swarming 1896 was too much. I
wintered 16; I have now 40, and still
swarming, The Carinolians are terrible
bees to swarm. I gota queen last fall and
there are ten now. They are not much for
honey. I will ses how they do on buck-
wheat. If not good, I will change the
quesns to Italian quesns,

Joux MurrHY.
Silver Hill, Norfolk Co., Ont., Aug. 12, '96.

1. Weo did not have one swarm in 1895,

2. My own bees wintered fairly, but
most people report great losses.

8, Never had bees come up better than
this Sgring.

4, Clover flow never was beatter, and
sacond-crop clover i~ still in bleom.

5. Bagswood wa. just fair, we having
three or four cool days during the flow.

6, Thistle flow, fair.

7. There are good prospects for a buck.
wheat flow. Bees are storing fine. On
account of the outs in this visinity beigg
destroved by the grub, many farmer
planted buckwhent on the destroyed oxt
ground. and so it is_earlier than usual.

8. We have had a fair percentage of
swarms this season. Some raport as high
ag four or five swarms from = single hivy,
and all swarms filling up,

Joun Newrox.
Thawmerford, Oxford Co.,
Ont., Aug. 12, 1896,

Aug, 12th, 18%.

Dpar Sir,—I,have much pleasure i
answering, to the best of my ability, th §
questions contained ian your ecirculsr &N
received to-day:

1. Swarming last year.—My bees di
not give evidence of swarming early (Jus)
so I practised ertificial swarming wit
nearly all hives, and was quite satisés
with the resuls, getting a good yield fro
21l the old stocks and the ‘‘made hires
had time to build up strong by theldl
with sufficient stores for wintering.

2. Wintering 1895-96.—In most it
stances, I believe, bess wintered quit
satisfactorily in this vicinity whers o
course, indoor wintering is the rule. I
15 colonies in the cellar and lost one duri
the winter, Causs: Queen died about 4
end of February. I noticed the be-s wn
restless, so examined the hive and foul
the dead queen. I added the living best
gnother hive which accepted them readdy.

3. Spring Building Up.— Bees came ¢2
of winter quarters only fairly strong, i
jncreased with me wvery rapidly, &
although, the Spring was late, we had
severe frosts after the bees waere ont (It
of April). ,

4, Clover ilow.—Began second weekit
June, and gcemed very abundant. Sin
swarms,gaining as much as four and ine
instance five, hives a day. .

5. Basswood Flow.—~The trees, of whiz
there are a_large number in t: s vicinif,
were simfly covered with b'jom, anii
judge yiolded an abundance «* honey &



the bees were very busy in them, Flower-
ing begﬁm 2nd July, and was about over by
<he 15th,
d Ilway remark that my clover and bass-
kil wood honey is very much mixed this year
i) on account of their being & vast amount of
i clover in bloom along with the basswood,
8 and the bees working equally on both,
6. 'Thistle fiow.—None in this district,
1 7, Buckwheat flow, prospucts.—My bees
have been working very hard on buckwheat
fields on the other side of the Ottawa river
i for the past twelve days, and if the flow
M lasts will certainly give a good account ot
H themselves, The smell in the apiary from
thehoney is particularly strong at present,
possibly owing to the great heat.

8, Swarmingi this year.— With me most
atisfactory. increased my apiary by
purchase in the early spring from 14
wintered to 25 colonies, and had 25 swarms
by the 18th of Jume. In every instance
whera I put the old box on_a new stand I
had no second swarm; and the old hives
are 8l poing to give a good reture in honey
(from 23 to 50 pounds up to the present

3

tima),

{ The grentest number of swarms I head in
neday was seven, and swarming was all

over with my baes in fourteen days.
T have several colonies of pure Italian
8 b3 (queens purchased from Messrs G-, S.
51L) and like them very much for gome
yasons; for instauce, they are wondsrfully
2 nolific, and the bees indefatigable workers,
uits noticeably more so than the black
b5, For exhibition %urpcses I fear, how-
er, that the section honey would take no
lis on account of the ‘‘water logged"”
pRarance given by closs capping., One
hing 1 noticed about my ltalians when
warming, that they all tock 2 long time
acloster, and in every instance clustered
several small bunches which caused
i i i them hived.
Shonl if this is the
ixperience of others or only peculiar in my

59,
i3 Yield of honey to date 2200 filled
=utions, 43x43x1],

{trusting you muy be able to gather some
Eems of interest to your subscribers of the
%% Journal, Yours trulﬁ
| Percy H. Serwyw.
:Ottawa, Russell County, Aug. 12, 1895,

2 Py il

v

S B B RE

ureply to your circular of August 8th,

%I would report s follows :—gu

‘ Swarm.ng 13 my apiary was oxces-

2% I ran entirely for comb honey. I
2‘5“"3“Y troubled with second and thira
Al swarms.

# Bess wiered well in my vieinity. I
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lost two out of 86, and two bﬁ spring
dwindling. I wintered in the cellar, in &

room adjoining furnace room. The furn-
ace keops the cellar drier, and I have better
suceess in wintering since putting ia the
furnace.

8 Bees built up in the spring well, The
season has beon generally very forward,
In this county there were meany swarms
during the last ten days of May.

4. 'Thoe clover flow has been good. 1
have had 60 or more pounds from somse
colonies.

56. I cunnot speak acouratsly about
basswood and thistle flow, but I believe we
got a fair amount of honey from basswood.

7. We have had for two wesks a good
supply from buckwheat. The very hot
weather of the past week will probably cut
off the supply. Not much buckwheatsown,

8, Swarming mors satisfactory than
last year. By cutting out queen cells in
most of the colonies after hirst swarm I
had few after swarms. Still the sscond
swarms were of good size. Inten instances
two first swarms went in together. I did
not separate them but on double supers.
On the whole, the outlook for bee-keepers
is good. I find the B3x4}xif section the
mogst profitable, retailing at 123c.

I find that there is a better demand than
formerly for extracted. I intended to ruu
the old hives next spring for extracted and
the new swarms for comb.

Yours truly,

W. A, WHITING,
Morrigburg, Dandas Co., Ont.

P. S. I bsgan with 82 and have just
doubled.

[Nearly everyone has abandoned the 8ix
4} section and we believe we are correct in
saying in future no supply dealer wall list
this size of section at regular price. We
would not advise anyone to adopt an odd
size saction as the ahove,.—ED,]

In answer to yours of Aug. Sth.

I can say about bees and honey will
have to be ahout my own yard. Last year
there were not many swarms. This year I
aed 50 hives that cast fixst swarms and
quite s number of second. With regard to
wintering I put 67 into my bse house and
brought out tl.. same all alive, 1 queenless,
1 weak, o that 1)t me with v2 to stars
‘with. I have 90 now. Clover honey
vielded little, Ba_swood good. Thistle I
do not know, I sasw them working on
thistles. There are not many bees around
here, except mine, The prospects for buck-
whaat ars good. I have about 2,200 Ibs. of
extra good basswood honey, 600 s2ctions
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basswood. I have 5§00 ibs. of honey, the
first extracting colored, and about 300
sections the same. The foundation you
sent me is the best I have had for some
time.
Yours truly
S. BROMELL.

Canton, Durham Co., Ont., Aug. 18th, '96.

Yours of 8th inst. to hand this morning
and will answer the questions in the order
given to the best of my ability. Lo

1st. Swarming in 1895. My colonies
each swarmed once.

2nd. How . ~ they winter? Very well,
1 lost none, but heard of heavy losses a few
miles distant.

3. Bow did bees build up in the spring?
The spring was favorable and they got to
work early.

‘4, Clover low. The last few seasons
being dry, there was not rauch blossom.

£, Basswood flow. Was good, lasting
«pout 10 dagys.

6. Thistle.
season.

7. Buackwheat. There is very little
growan in this vicinity.

8, Swarming. Was early. Each colony
swarmed thres times and one of my first
swarms swarmed once and one of them
swarmed twice.

There was not much this

THaOoS. PEART.
Freeman, Halton Co., Ont.. Aug. 12th, '96.

1. My bees did not sSwarm much last
year.

9. Bees wintered well here.

3. Bees did mot build up wwell in the
spring.

4. Very little clover here this spring.

5. Basswood flow was never better.
Some of my best colonies made over 100 ibs,
sealed honey. The flow lasted 15 days,
commencing on the 5th July. My hive on
scales made 107 Ibs, in the 15 days.

6. Haye no thistle honey,

7. Poor prospects for buckwheat honey,
there is plenty sowed ‘but the weather is
very hot and dry.

8. My bees have not swarmed much.
some others have swarmed too much 1o suit

them.
A, BringE, Propristor,

Apple Grove Apiary.
‘West Brook. Ont., Aug. 12th, 18985,

Dear Sir,—Your circular to hand. I
will have to answer off hard, as thers are
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.but few who keep any quantity of bees near
me.

1. Swarming was good J st year (18%),

2. Fairly well. )

8. They build up slow'y.

4. The clover flow has been quite limited,

5. The thistle di¢ not amount to bat
little, it has been two dry this season.

b 6. We have no basswood to speak of
ere,

7. The buckwheat is just commencing,
cannot say how it will hold out. They ate
working on it now.

8. The swarming is good this year.

I think they went back for the last thrs
weeks until the buckwheat commencsd.

Your traly,
C. C. Farrar,
‘Farran's Point, Ont., Aug. 14th, 1895,

Swarming was light last year.
Bess wintered well and built up good thi

been good in this vicinity.
My hees have averaged 30 lbs. whits

comb koney per colony sSpring count, ad

are now working well on buckwheat.
Had on an average oneswarm per colony.

Jos. Stesnms
Abbotsford, Que., Aug., 12th, 1895,

You send me stamped one addrassed e’
velope for an answer to a. few questions, i
it was in French it would bs very easy {a
me. Iecan read English but I cannot writ §
properly. 5

1. About the swarming last year it ws' §
very poor in my locality.

2. All my colonies 46, wintered allrigh

8. They build up well in thespring. th:
gave me the first swarm the 15th June

4. The clover low was very good ket
about like last year. I got about the s
crop I did last year.

5, Ths basswood flow is middi
around here.

6. The thistle flow is not so rood as ki
year. At present time we have oo mt.
dry and hot weather, thatdon’t suisthebes

7. The prospects for buckwheat I thi!
is going to be middling. ;

8, Abouthaf of my colonies swar#

this year. I have extracted 50 s 1o
colony.
SaAxn. Brapayn
Beauharnois, Beauharnois Co.

Aug, 18th, 1886°
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1. How was swarming last year (1895)?
{ Very little.
} 2, How did the bees winter in your
vicinity ? Fairly well.
3. How did bees build up in t:e spring ?
Well
4.
bR
Good.
6. How has the thistle flow been ?
7. What are prospects for buckwheat
flov? Not very good.
3. Swarming commenced rather early
and was all over in about two weeks, about
2% per cent. increase.

"How has the clover flow besn? Poor.
How bas the basswood flow bezn?

J. W. SPARLING,
Bowmanville, Durham Co., Ont.

1. In 1895 there were very few swarms.
3, The bees wintered very good in my
vicinity. I lost only 5 colonies out of 55,
They died for the want of honey.
: Sg.' They did very good in the spring of
%1893,
#: 4, Clover flow has been good this sum-
Fimer, the best we have had in a number of
§ears.
5. The basswood flow has been good in
yiour vicinity.
2t 6, The thistle flow has not not been much
onr vicinity.
7. Buckwheat flow is good and lots of
uwkwheat sown in this district. Are
orking well.
$ Everybody’s bees has swarmed good
ndare swarming yet. We had more and
loublel this summer. Ihave 90 skipsnow.

Jas. H. Huvex.
Williams, Norfolk Co., Ont., Aug. 12, 795,

=8 et

Desr Sirs,—Your letter and questions to
Aand, Lam not prepared to answer all the
{cestions, as this is the first season I have
sptbies.  Last spring I bought six skips
tbaxsin March and two skipsdied shortiy
ter [ got them, But as a general thing I
Shink the be-s wintered very well in this
tinity, The bees built up very well in
2spring as far as we know. How has
3 clover flow been ? Very poor with us.
f}:et‘uss\vood flow was a little better. The
seflow was poor. We think that the
Ekwheat flow will be better if it isn’t too
. Inregards to other information I am
Lt very well posted in the bee matter yet.
DaxieL BippLE.

xowan Mills, Norfolk Co., Aug. 12th, 1896,

. Uwarming in 1895 poor,enquire where
1culd, no swarming to speak of.

-
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2. Wintering very good with me, othe.s
not so good, '

3. 1895 fair, 1896 poor, high cold winds
against it.

4. 1893 good while it lasted, 1895 poor.

5, 1893 poor; 1896 very good, in fact the
best for some years, thedry weather caught
it a little.

8 Swarming. 1895, very good, but late,
most of it after 15th June.

JOsSIAH REAMAN.

Carrville, York Co., Ont., Aug. 17th, 1896,

Swarming last year about 10 per cent.
Very good.

Good, best for years.

Not very good, no surplus.

Basswood very good, about 40 1i:s.
None to amount to anything,

Not good, no buckwheat.

Good, over 100 per cent.

J. A FOSTER.
Tilbury, Kent Co., Ont., Aug. 17th, 1896.

1. How was swarming last year (1895)?
Very poor.

2. How did the bees winter in your
vicinity ? About 30 per cent. died.

2. How did the bees build up in the
spring? Good.

4 "How has theclover low been ?
good.

5. How has the basswood floww been?
Excellent.

6 How has the thistle flow been? Do
not know, only fair I think.

7. What are prospects for buckwheat
flow? Splendid.

8. How has the swarming been this
year? Plenty of swarms.

BrLake WASHBURN.
Sheffield, Wentworth Co., Oat.

1
2.
3.

SIS

Very

I will try to answer your questions to the
best of my ability.

1. Swarming was very pcor last year
just three swarms from sixty hives, but I
kept them back all I could.

2. Mine wintered very well, but a great
many lost all they had.

3. They did very well.

4. Very good while it lasted, but the
season was short.

5. Very poor, plenty of blossom, but no
honey in it.

6. Very pocr. The weatker was so dry.

7 N bixt heat around these parts this

year.
8. I had twerty swarms from fifty-five
hives.
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As far as I can see the honey season is
about over, nothing now is left except a
little golden rod for them to work on.
Lagst year I had about & ton of honey, and
I think it will be about the same this year.
The weather is so dry there is very littlc
honey. Yours truly,

Joux NEWHOUSE,

Homer, Linceln Co., Ont., Aug. 12, 1896,

Dear SIR,—Owing to sickness and death
in our family last summer, 1 do not remem-
ber how many hives we had. They
increased to forty ; two were robbed last
fall, Weput in thirty-eight ; they wintered
better than ever we had them before, We
had thirty-six good strong colonies this
spring. They have increased to ssventy-
one; several swarms went together. .

. Swarming good in 1895.

2. Wintering medium in 1895,

3. Good.

4. Clover splendid.

5. Basswood good.

6. Domnot know anything about thistle.

7. Buckwheat real good.

8. Excellent.

I find if we have good strong colonies
there is any amount of honey to be gathered.
Po have strong colonies we must have
them well wintered. Last winter we had
an air tube in our cellar. I used to open
and close it according as the weather
suited, and our bees wintered exceedingly
well., Last fall I put some coarse salt in
each hive, at the back and at the entrance,
this helped to prevent mould. Our hives
are large and have a good supply of honey.
‘We do not have to feed any scarcely. The
honey flow has been excellent this year.

Mgrs. G. BURROUGHS,

Fallowfield, Carleton County, Ont., Aug.

14, 189%6.

Yours of the 8th came to hand, and I will
try to answer as well as possible.

1. Spring of ’95 opened out with seven
colonies, which managed to support them-
selves and lay up stores enough for winter.
No surplusin this locality, and no swarms.

2. Welost one of the seven colories,
but I do not know of any one else in this
locality who lost less ti:.on 25 per cent, and

_mearly all of them 75 per cent or more of
‘what they went into winter with,

8. Asa rule they aid remarkably well.
Frait bloom was plentiful.

4. Where ever there was a field of alsike
thers was a fairly iood supply. Clover
was not of very much account.

5. Very little in what opened first, buta
Zittle later fairly good, but one-thixd of the

' so much high wind. Sometimes for as

BEE JOURNAL.

time bees did very little'with it owing to

many as three days they scarcely left the J
hives. ‘

6, About as usual, fairly good.

7. Nothing, ss they do not sow buck-
wheat to any extent in this locality.

8. Good, never saw better, four of ours
have increased to fifteen, one hag swarmed
five times, and the last and smallest would
have filled 8 four quart pail atleast. All
are in good shape for winter, even ths
parent hive hasyielded 25 pounds of section
and 25 or 80 pounds of extracted honey,
and to-day they are a rousing old swarmif
there is one in this country, and the neigh-
bors have also increased well in a good
many cases, : . W, Sary,
Harrisburg, Brant County, Ont.

In answer to your enguiry I would say:
1. That we practiced dividing, or ari-
ficial swarming in 1895, and had very few 3
after swarms, !
2. Our bees wintered well, lost thre B
colonies out of fourteem, and those wen

short of stores.

8. Bees built up quickly in spring.

4-5. Hed a good yield of clover an
basswood. Since then there has been m
surplus.

7. Believe prospect is good.

8. Hasnot been excessive.

R. McConnNELL.

Dresden, Bothwell Co., Ont., Aug. 13168

P 1. How was swarming last year (16%)
0.

2. How did the bees winter in youj
vicinity ? Only fair. g

8. How did bees build up in the spring! §
Good. .

4, How has the clover flow been?
good.
5. How has the basswood tlow ba
Good.

6. How has the thistle flow k=
None.

7. What are prospects for buckwls!
flow? None sown.

8. How has swarming been this ge!
One from each wintered R

New and old have given me nearly X
pounds euch of extracted, and 0 pousds
comb. A. R. FAIRHELLER
Ms. Elgin, Norfolk Co., Ont.

Yours containing questions recsirel !
will answer them to the best of myJ:
ment and observations. .

1. Swarming was almost a failare,



i one-fourth swarmed at all in my apiary,
$ year.

2. I saved every colony last winter, and
4l but three appeared stronger and health-
> jor than any previous spring. Two came
ot queenless. Several of my mneighbors
complained of losses.

3. Most of mine built up well this
spring,

4, Clover flow rather scant.
5. Basswood flow fairly good here,
6. Thistle flow fairly good here,
7. Too dry in this section for the buck-
wheat so far. Gathering is very slow,
%]]though there ig a considerable acreage in

oo,

8. Swarming has besn good this year.
Ssveral have doubled by natural swarming.

D. W. BILLINGS.

i Kirby, Durham Co., Ont., Aug. 13, 1895.

. “e
p—— b W

i Dear Sir,—In reply to your questions
for publication in Bee Journal.

1 1, No swarming in 1893.

12, Poorly, loss from 25 to 75 per cent.

:i 3. Very good, considering their poor
<ondition in spring.

1 1, About 25 pounds per colony with me.
2135, Splendid, 75 pounds per colony with
8,

6. Did not notice much from thistle.
:17. Not enough buckwheat here for a

0,
3 is. Oaly about 10 per cent of my bees
ave swarmed this year.
3 J}afim:nb honsy has not been as extensively
ased as usual in this vicinity, owin
#rhaps to the poor prospect for clover, an
‘}Ie unusual number of smpty combs which
0t bee-keepers had on_hand after the
20T 5ason, H. G. S1BBALD.
iCooksville, Pesl Co., Ont., Aug. 12, 1896.

,iRepéying to your request of the Sth Aug.
*5%5 0say 1

A Very little swarming. Only one in
sy own yard,

QZ Nothing to_boast of, the percentage
stlosses were quite large throughout this
5 cinity, lost nine in my yard,
3 Sﬂ. Build up fast, having had uothing
;‘éeck progress from commencement up
aee MIswarming time.
2 L Very slow. Acreage far below the
2rage,
. > Flow was good to extract, but high
1ds most every day,
5 No good.

’4 No buckwheat in this locality.
: '} About 50 per cent. of the colonies
amed.  Great loss of young queens on
welding flight. D. W, H=uisE.
:flesia, Oatario Co , Aug. 12th, 1895.

e,

np
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In reply to your questions, I might say
this has been one of the best years for bes
keepers in this locality that I have known.
The apple blossom was large as well ag
as lasting. Then came clover, basswood
and thistle, The thistle we keep cut as
much as possible to keep within the re-
quirement of the law. We have no buck-
wheat.

1. Ibad noswarms in 1895 and no sur-
plus honey.

2. Bees wintered well where they had
plenty of storss.

8. Built up very quick and strong in the
spring.

4. The clover flow has heen good.

5. Basswood has alsoproduced a splendid

ow.

6. The thistle has not been so large,
owing to its destruction.

7, With a very few exceptions we have
no buckwheat, .

8. Swarming was lively this year. We
started in the spring with 13 colonies and
have now 84. Extracted already about
1300 1bs. of honey. and 50 ibs. comb honey
has been taken off, I might give the ex-
perience of some others that have kept a
few colonies that were not cared for last.
fall. They came out weak in the spring,
many dwindled and died, and those colonies
that swarmed at all were still neglected
and the swarms went to the woods. So it
is easily seen that bee-keeping,as well asany
other business wants proper care and atten-
tion or it will end in @ failure, no matter
what the season is. J. H. BesT.
Balmoral, Haldimand Co, Ont., August

12th, 1896.

1. No swarms in 1895, and uo honey.

2, A great many bees died from starva-
tion and queenlessness in this vicinity.

3. Bees built up fast in spring (1895)
without any check. .

4. White clover did not yield much,
Alsike did somewhat better.

5. A good flow from basswood and
thistle.

No buckwheat sown in this locality this
year.

8. Swarming was excessive and whexre
not checked a great increase of colonies has
been made.

There has been no flow since basswood,
only enough coming in to keep up brooding.

R. H. Surra.
St. Thomas, Elgin Co., Ont., Aug, 12, "96.

1. Fairly good.

2. Well,

5. Well,
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4. Excellent.

5, Excellent.

6. Don't know., No thistles near hereto
make observations on.

7. Goad.
8, More swarms than last year and
stronger.

An excellent year for bee-keeping.
Joun PIXTER.
Dom. Experimental Farm, Ottawa, Ont.

1. How was swarming last year (1893) ?
Good,

2. How did the bees winter in your
vicinitv 7 Well.

3. How_ did the bees build up in the
spring ? Well,

4.d How has the clover flowbeen ? Very
good.
. How has the basswood flow been?
Good.

6. How has the thistle flow been ? No
thistles here.

7. Whatare the prospects for buckwheat
flow? Good.

8. How has swarming been this year?

Good.

R. B. Gray.
SlTsembroke, Renfrew County, August 12,
1896.

In reply to your enquiries, would say :

The year of 95 was the poorest for bee-
keeping [ ever saw. There was almost no
swarming at all.

"Phe season came in splendidly, the bees

. were in good condition.

After fruit bloom there was for a few
days a lot of honey dew and bees began to
swarm. That failed suddenly and the bees
began to kill their drones, for the drought
had set in which lasted all summaer.

‘Buckwheat yielded some honey from
which the bees generally gathered enough
for winter stores, for they had only made a
poor living from clover and basswood.
Then, of course, they went into iinter
quarters in rather poor condition, a few
died and some came through weak and had
to be united, while others came through in
good order, not to say very strong, but
they gained rapidly and were ready to
store from fruit bloom which yielded more
this spring than it has for many years, for
we had fine warm weather at that time.

They were strrmg when clover bloomed,
bat it did not yield much for there was not
much of it. .

Basswood, well we just had an old fash-
ioned year for that, when the bloom fairly
drips with honey, and the air everywhere
was perfumed with the sweet scent of the
flowers, and bee-keepers were happy.

. spring here, very warm and dry.
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Thistle yielded some honey.

The prospect for buckwheat is good just
now.

Bees are swarming again. There has
besn much swarming all theseason through
where there was nothing done to preventi,

Ina MICHENER,
lsg)léow Banks, Monck Co., Ont, Aug. 11,

Your circular of 8th Aug. just rereived
which I will answer by return miul a5
accurately as I can.

1. About the average with me, alont 73
per cent swarmed.

2. Good.

3. Well, We had a very favorabls
My be
have plenty of stores, Built up well.

4. None.

5. Light, Very favorable weather, hy
dry winds during the day, ¢old nights’

6. None.

7. Very dry at present. if we get wi
prospects good for a long flow. Bees wok
ing on it now in the mornings, and acress
it just up, If we get rain enough willlag,
till frost.

8 1 have had seven from 146 hives (o
comparatively).

R. Lowsy,

Woodrows, Prince Edward Co. Om,
Aug. 12, 1895,

1. Swarming was poor durinz K,
about one-half the colonies swarmed :

2. The bees wintered well; lo-s als
10 per cent.

3. The tess tuilt up exceedingly we
were in prime condition for the honey iy
May 15th,

4. The clover flow twas just medium,}
of clover bloom, but the weather wass
favcrable.

3. The basswood flow seemed poor
came in the height .f the clover twu
although there were myriads of blossm
about as many bees worked on clover &
basswaoad.

6. Thistle flow has been fair. .

7. No buckwheat grown in ourZ
mediate locality. .

8 Swarming has been good. Began i
the home yard with 70, increaced to
began at the out yard with 65, mereaslt;
125. Jas Now.
Newton Robinson, Aug. 12th, 159.

T will answer as near possible Ji3
questions in the following order:

1. Asa rule very extensive. Res
want of proper control over swme, 85 2
sult, a poor erop.



2, Possibly a loss_of about 20 per cent.
Reasons—as far as I know, poor reposi-
taries to winter in and want of enough of
food. also feeding too late in the fall.

8. Very good, considering how they
i wintered. But when strong enough a good

T Ew

TOD.

4. Lots of clover blossom, but nights too
Id to secrete honey in June. First week
nJuly good. Asawhole, clover crop here
¢ away behind last year.

5. Promised good, weather was too dry
and hot; about four day’s low, but it fairly
umbled in during that time.

8. Well I cannot say, it is a weed that
on't trouble us very much,

7. Prospects of a very big flow.

8. Asa rule not very much in soms
parts of the county, too much with others.

REMARKS—We are in a good county for
tes business, but great lack of kpowle%%eé

o

wpin time for the crop with all my ex-
erience.  If you muke sure of lots of honey
inthe hive in spring, you will get a crop.
Iothe fall the general run of bee-keepers
{on't see in time if they are well supplied
with feed for winter and allowing them to
swarm as they please, which is a great
mistake. Avrex, DICKSON.

Lancaster, Glengarry Co., Ont.

1 1. How was swarming last year (1895) ?

OVery little. .

{ 2, How did the bees winter in your

vicinity ? Fairly well.

3. How did bees build up in the spring?

Pair,

¢ 4, How has thaclover flow been ? Light

% 5 How has the basswood flow been?

Good for o few days.

3 6. How has the thistle flow been? We

donot grow many thistles,

4 7. What are propeets for buckwheat

tdow ?_Fair, if we get rain.

t §. How has swarmini been this year?
the bees were im-

J. H. MANNING.

L How was swarming last year (1895) ?

ot much,

L How did the bees winter in your
einity?  Average,

ow did bees build up in the spring?

% Howhasthe clover flowbeen? Good.
. How has the basswood flow .been 9

§ How has the thistie flow been ? None.
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7. What are prospects for buckwheat
flow? None here.

8 How has swarming besn this year?
Not much.

In reply would say that I gave my bees
combs for top story early and succeeded
in getting nearly all to go up them. I
placed a szcond story bstween the former
one after the bees had it partly illed. Had
only & few swarms, I secured over 100
tbs. of honey from some of the hives,

F. C. FreEMAN.
Newboro, Ieeds Co., Ont.

Sirs,—Yours of the 8th to hand re honey
season.

1. Swarming on the whole for 95 about
20 per cent. and not enough to fill winter
vacancies. Swarming was lively about a
week when clover first came in, then slack-
ened suddenly.

2. Where sheltered they came out well,
but in exposed places were either drifted
under too deep and got too warm, or suf-
fered depletion if no snow lay on them. In
cellars whers many were kept, spring
dwindling set in.

8. Constant warm and dry weather this
year proved very favorable in early spring
and gave bees & good start,

4. Not quite as abundant as last year,
})robably on_account of the dry weather

ast year. Not nearly the average acreage
under alsike, especially from Ta.st years
sowing. And somehow seeds have failed
to germinate this year, too dry just in seed-
ing time.

5. We happened to have three or four
cold drizzly days here when basswood
was at its best and so only got 4 little over
half or three-fourths what we would have
had; about half what it was in 1894, and
eight times as much as last year.

6. Just a trace, farmers don't half grow
them around here, .

7. Very good, this constant hot weather
will probably make the season short.

8. More than last year, as it increased as
the season advanced.

The basswood flow was followed so
closely by early buckwheat which was
allowed to bloom & few days previous to
being ploughed under (as a fertilizer), that
most of it, if left to ripen or be sealed by
the bees, got a little dark honey among it.

R. F. WHITESIDE.

Little Britain, Aug. 12, 1896. .

In replying to your questions of the gth,
T presume they all refer to this season
except the first,

1. Not over 8 per cent. some had more,

2. Firgt-class.



8. Never batter.

Very light.

Very good.

Little or nothing.

None.

8. 100 per cent. .

Bees wintered well in this vicinity, came
out weak in bees but clean and healthy. I
never saw such a spring, never s brea
from tha time the snow went off to the
present writing, as regards open weather.

Swarming commenced about the 20th of
May. The only drawback was the dry
weather. No rain here until the 15th of
June, and clover was nearly over then.

I never saw a better bloom of basswood
than this year, but the weather was a little
too dry and cool at the first part of the
bloom, but the latter part yielded well.

Thistles are not grown extensively enough
here to get & crop of honey from them.

Buckwheat never yields here except an
hour or so in the morning. The demand
for honey first-class this season; am nearly
sold out. The guality is A 1, very light in
color and thick in body.

A. E. SHEBRINGTON.

Walkerton, Bruce Co., (*nt.

1, But few. '

2. Good, except those that starved, and
from that cause the number of colonies was
much reduced.

3. A1, extra,

4, Moderate,

5. A great fizzle, when taking the very
big and abundant show into account,

6. Torabout six days after the basswood
bloom it was big enough and the quality
good enough to please and satisfy any
apiarist.

7. This being my first experience with
the dark and odorious commodity, I am
not & judge, but from appearances of some
bees 1 have eight and a balf miles from
home, that are just doing a big stroke of
business on it, I think the crop will be big.

8. Excessive. ,

J. B. HaLw.

Woodstock, Oxford b’o., Ont.

i. How was swarming last year (1895) 7

Good.

2. How did the bees winter in your

vicipity ? Well.
3. How did the bees build up in the
sprin% Fairly weil,

4. How has the clover flow been? Very
good.
5.
Good.
6.

How has the basswood flow been?

“How has the thistle flow been? ——
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7. 'What are the prospects for buckwheat
flow? Excellent. ;
8. How has swarming besn this year?
Good.
A. R, MoRAE.
Bear Brook, Russell Co., Ont,.

Your favor to hand, I will answer ques.
tions in order.

1. No swarms last year,

2, With me good, I cannot speuk for
others. :

3. Good.

4. La.rﬁi,e flow of clover.

5. Little basswood in country.

6. Thistle low moderate.

7. Buckwheat mnot coming in good
probably enough for wintering.

8. Plenty of swarms this year whure
swarming is allowed. I prevent it largely,

‘We have a good deal of wild mustard in
vicinity. Also peas gave a gﬁodﬂﬁoév.

. H. Cook.
Pickering, Ontario Co., Ont.

Will you be so kind as to allow me spae §
in your valuable journal to give a sho
account of the season and the work in this
locality,

To do this, it may be necessary to notin
very briefly the work of last year, Asil
bee-keepers are fully aware, the season o
1895 was a peculiar one ; a short crop and
very little swarming, theincrease amout
ing to scarcely 25 per cent, and the hony
“erop recorded an average of 70 pounds pr
colony, spring count. Of this amount¢
honsy probably 40 per cent. was from fil
flowers. And right here I shall taketh
opportunity of saying that the sowing o
sweet clover along railway tracksand inal
waste places is as good an investment
bee-keepers can make. Asa result of th
long-continued fall flow the bees went iat
winter quarters in good shape and winterd
with very slight loss, They built up fairfy
well this spring. but when the clover ftv3
commenced the colonies had a very viok!]
attack of swarming fever, the result¢§

which was an increase of about 75 per ¢
with an average of 20 pounds per colony
clover honey. The linden opening @
promise_of great things, and ‘‘ourp
managed to secare for us an average of
pounds from that source. Then follow:
the thistle, yielding an average of 25 pout
per colony. e Jow from golden i
buckwheat, etc., will not be less than
pounds per colony.

MaTHEW B. Honys

Athens, Leeds Co., Ont., Aug. 15, 165
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. Yours of the 8th inst. received and con-
wnts carefully noted. I will try to give
sou all the experience I have. I am glad
to hear about The Bee Journal. I have
kept & fow bees for 8 years, but haye never
got much of & return for my trouble except
in the way of smothering off a few swarms
which was 8 hard thing for me to do. So
last year (1895) I thought to try the im-
roved hive to see if I could mauke bee-
soping pay. In that spring I bought out
ve old hives and in the fall, I put away
our old hives and six im}l)roved ones. Bub

i bee wintering I
early froze them to death by letting too
much draft through the hive, and I did not
ushion them aud had a hard job to keep
hem from dwindling this spring ('96).
However, I have twenty-three good strong
hives to winter over this year. I think
his is.an excellent year for houney, and 95
was much better than 94 I will have
quite & lot of hovey for markes from my
beas, although I am only building up my
wiony. I have A. I Root’s, A. B. C,, but

yon would tell me I had_done well by in-
wreasing my stock over double. I did not
attempt any artificial swarming, but after
‘tna of the old hives swarmed I put an im-
roved hive on top of the old one, and
when they got working and kad somebrood
them, I set them to one side and put on
other instead. As & surplus box they
ill make some houney and, I will winter
o old box again this winter. I may say
“hat my bees do not like section boxes as
ell asthe framed. Shallow frames 4,5
6inches desp are just the thing, they go
ght to work in them, I havenoextractor

But
ishoney anyhow, and if not fit for market
illusgit at home, I fear that the super
oxes that I got lagt spring are a failure,
he are not like the omes I gat before.
ke lines between were straight and the
=03 could not get a passage through them,
2t Thave not examined all yet and in the
é)eltook off there were two rows stuck to-
sther, the liners were cut straight instead
ol slotted, like the old ones. "Phanking you

T your call for contribution I offer these
= lines for this time, and will mark the

ashest as I can. A.R.-McRaz.

#2ar Brook, Aug, 13th, 1896.
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~ 11} How was swarming last year (1893)?

. How dui the bees winter in your
nity? Goud,

: d%;“? did vees build up in the spring ?

.
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4, How has the clover flow been?
Scarce.

Ns. How has the basswood flow been ?

o 1.

6. How has the thistle flow been? None.
7. What are prospects for buckwheat
flow? Good.

8, How has swarming been. this year?
Good.

W, GraHAM.
Moncklands Station, Stormont Co., Ont.

————

I have filled the paper you sent me as
correctly as I know how and will give you
tha reason of the failure in bees and honey.
Lagt year (in 1895) the bees came out all
right, I never had them better. The hard
frosts in May destroyed all clover, both
white and alsike, the plums and cherries
were nearly all destroyed. The applesdidn’t
vield any nectar, so the bass soon began to
fail, there was nothing for them to get;
they stopped breeding. The old bees died
off very fast. there was no young omes to
take their places, aul what fow their was
loft in somse of the hives would swarm out
and go into others, they kept at that all
summer and in the fall their were very few
left. I think in this neighbourhood about
9/10 went to the wall, I had two lostout of
twenty soven. I feal mireencouraged now
totry again. The two hives I gotof you last
spriag have done uncommonly well. Ihad
eight good swarms from them, all in good
shape for wintering. Now I didn’t extract
any honsy this season, but kept building
up the late swarms from the old ones, I
want to increase as fast as I can so as to
get started again. I have taken 30 full
sections out of one of the hives I got of you
and the other will have 30 more in a few
days. If thefrost keeps off.there will be
plenty of buckwheat pasture for six weeks.
I don’t know when they are going to stop
swarming this season, A mneighbour of
mine told me be had the best swarm last
Saturday he has had this s:ason. I had one
on Tuesday and am looking for more every
day. I have to watch them now just as
much asI 12 month ago.

G. L. PRARSON.
Clarksburg, Ont.

In answer to the bes questions which you
ask me. In 1895 I only heard of two
swarms of bees in this vicinity. There are
few people that keep bess around here, bub
they are all kept in the old way and so it
seems they want to keep that way. I keep
telling them if they don’t put any money in
them,they can’t expect to get any out. They
2ll think the little fellows ought to make
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thema lot of money,whether there ishoney to
got or not. Many bees did not swarm any-
thing to brag of last year, but wintered
well. There were a great many bees lost
around me. They would not spend p cents
on the little bee to make him snug for the
cold nights of winter; and you can't tell
them anything—they have kept bees all
their life-time, and that is the way father
kept them. My bees wintered well, and
built up well in the Spring. The clover
flow has been good this year. I can’tspeak
so well for the basswood, but I thinkin
some places it was somewhat better than
around here. As the thistle cropis kept
down around here, I can’t speak much for
them. The buckwhesat crop has just started;
and it seems to ba good this year. The
bees have swarmed well, and are in good
shapse for winter.
CBARLES STANGER.

Rebecca, Middlesex Co., Oat.

1. How was swarming last year (1895)?
Not any.

2. How did the bses winter in your
vicinity? Very poor.

3. How did bees build up in the spring ?
They were very weak.

%d How has'the clover flow been? Very
good,
5, How has the basswood flow been?
Very good.

G.d How has the thistle flow been? Very
good.

7. What are prospects for buckwheat
flow? Very good.

8. How has swarming been this vear?

Very good.
G. L. Pearson.
Clarksburg, Grey Co., Ont.

As the wintering problem will scon
trouble us again I wish to give you some of
my experience, and also ask your advice as
to my beo cellar, I wintered 19 outside,
packed in clamps with sawdust around
vhem, about 8 inches in front, 6 to 10 inches
on top and at the back., The quilis were
not disturbed ; the sntrances were all sizes
from §x5 inches to $x10 inches, but the hall-
ways were not always as wide as the hive
entrance. I was particular to keep the
entrances free from snow. All wintered
well and came ou$ strong.

My callar is a room under my dwelling,
which is built on a bank of gravel, and
there is no drain reguired from the cellar.
I was particular to have the walls built of
land stone, as I understood river stone was
ligble to sweat, The bes roorsz which is
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one of three, is Soxom and the furnace smok
pipes passes across one end of it. As]
found this made it too warm I partitioned
off about five feet of the end where the pipe
passes through, and put a door in the par-
tition, which I open and shut to regulate
the temperature of the room, There is on
window with a pit outside which is loosely
covered with boards, and e stovepipe in thy
boards for ventilation. The window i3
hung from the top so that by a rops runniy
over the hives to the door it can be open

a8 desired. There was always a little light
from this window, about_encugh to count
the hives by, except in the corners of th
room, but the bees did not attempt to fly to
it, The hives were drawn_ back 80 as t
project about two inches behind the botton
boards, and the sealed quilts were left o, |
no cushions were used.

after putting them in ; ten pounds of sym
each, made ir the usual way (I always b
mine). Ifed in Joneg and Miller feedess
The beeg soon took down the feed.and
i;a.ve them a fly one warm day. Findiy

ater on that these four hives seemed sl

pounds of syrup, Thaey came through fis
class, I put 25 hivesin the cellar and ol
lost two, and they died of starvation; t
rast came out clean and nice, [ shouli
have stated I kept the temperature as e
45° ag possible, and found no difficultyl
raising or lowering it until April, whel
could not keop it beiow 50°, and I then tat
them out. I swept off the dead bees {2
the floor after the hives were carried
and found they weighed just nine poundj
1 suppose one pound of that would be dv'z
off the cement floor. Now, although t
bees came out in good shape from thec
they were not to bs compared toth
wintered outside. I estimate there wg
more bees in two of the hives winteredo
side than in any thres of thosein the cl
at any time up to July, after that t
was not so much difference.

There are two things on whichl w
like your opinion.
ie raising the hives on biocks over siz;
drawing them back so that they prf
over the bottom boards, and in the cw<ghg:
& dry cellar which can be warmed t0 &
extent like mine, are cushions +f anyu,

In view of my experience I don't &
sealed stores are very important extjt

damp cellars,

J.D.Ev
1slington, York Co., Ont., Auxz. 17,1

.
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1. In 1895 wo had an average on one
syarm from 20 colonies, the majority of
colonies not gathering enough for winter.

9, Our own never wintered better, but
2most of the bea-keepers in our locality lost
iteavilv. In some cases all losses were due
incipally to lack of stores and neglect to
\roperly fit them for winter last fall.

§ 3, Never better; in fact the honey flow
as never ceased from Spring until now.

4. Moderate

5 The same may be said of basswood ;

oy gathered some after it was done.

7. Good at present, August 17, as they
re beginning to store some. We grow our
uckwheat by ploughing up & meadow as
on as the hay crop is off, and thus man-
7o to get three crops in a year—a crop of
ay, & crop of buckwheat for pig and
I;ic(l‘ien feed and a crop of honey, when it
3.

8. Early and excessive where means
srenot taken to check it, We are now
aving & second batch of swarms, The
ives are as full of brood as they usually

s in-June,
BE. M HusBanp

airngorn, Middlesex Co., Ont.

2

iVery foew swarms

! lagt year. Bees
ginterel very well

1 lagt winter and
mndled down bad in the spring. Not
fany worker bees when the clover
Hossomed, and received about half & crep
; ‘% clover honey. Very littls basswood
3oy, as the bagswoods are very scarce.
oot much thistle howey. Prospects for
ckwheat not very good, weather too dry
dhot, A good deai of swarms this year.
mmenced the season with abouf 140
% over and basswood ; increased them to
0 colonies ; have not extracted any buck-
theat honey yet; don't expect to get
#¥hoh, a3 the bees are about quit working
] the buckwheat on account of dry

vather,
T J WBERBSTER.
kwood, Victoria Co., Aug 11, 1896.

{a regards to questions asked on slii) :
oRarming in 1895 was very light,
; eﬁ (?l?ly two colonies out of ten swarm
. In wintering they did fairly well,
IOx}ly died, but two others were robbed
s rm%v. . My process was long chaff
#:x.;;ﬁs &) holding eight hives side by side.
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onies ; extracted 6,600 of white honey .
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8. Afier taking them out in spring they
came along nicely and swarmed early.

The clover honey being rather short
in season rather disabled the old hives for
that season.

5, The basswood has been comparatively
good, but season short.

7. There appears to be any amount of
buckwheat sown around the vicinity, and
prospects for lots of honey from that
source.

8. Swarming this year in these parts,
with very few exceptions, has been very
fres. Having a fow old colonies myself
which I could not draw, have swarmed
four or five times, but thess were old stock.
When I got them the combs were built
Crosswise.

Honey sells here from five to eight cents.

J. A.RopuaN,
Port Perry, Ontario Co., Aug. 18, 1896,

In answer to the questions which you
have sent out, I would say:

1. The honey season of 1895 was a com-
plete failure in this section of the province.
Y had only one colony which cast a swarm.

2. The majority of colonies in this
vicinity wintered very poorly. Want of
stores was the principal cause. A good

many of the smaller bes-keepers have given
up the business as & bad job.

3 Any colonies which were wintersd
outside built up rauch faster in the spring
than those wintered in the bee-house or
cellar, Thoss wintered in the hes-house
spring-dwindled badly, and some heavy
losses are reported. never experienced
such a fine spring for brood rearing, col-
onies which were in good shape built up
verlv rapidly, and swarming commenced
early.

4. The flow from clover has been very
good and the quality is extra fine.

5. Basswood did remarkably well, the
bloom lasted for about three weeks. My
flow of honsy from clover and basswood
averaged 70 pounds per colony. spring
count.,

6. Owing to dry weather during thistle
bloom and the good farmers keeping them
down, the flow did not amount to very
much. Farmers do not like to see a good
crop of thistles like bee-keepers.

7. Very little buckwheat grown in this
vicinity, consequently we have no honey
from that source.

8. Swarming has been good and com-
commenced early. I have increased my
stock 100 per cent.

ALBERT FYFB

Wellington Apiary, Harriston, Ont.
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1 have much pleasure in reporting & good
honey season in this locality, perhaps not
ay good es 94, but much better than last
year. I have three strains of bees, Black,
Ttalian and Five Banded (which I under-
stand are Oyprians. Am I right?). The
Italians did the best work of all. The bass-
wood yielded very little this season, but
clover better than usual.

E. 8. GoupGr.

Halifex, N. S., Aug. 14, 199.

1. How was swarming last year (1895) ?
Below average.

2. How did the bees winter in your
vicinity ? Very good. .
G&d How did the bees build up in spring?

ood. .

4, How has the clover flow been? Fair.

5. How has the basswood flow been?
Full bloom,

6. How has the thistle flow been ? Above
average.

7. What are the prospects for buckwheat
flow? Good,

8. How has swarming been this year?
Above average.

P. S.—Aug. 16, buckwheat and weather
has been fine up to date. Bloom about
half through. Have obtained 80 pounds
average per colony to date.

W. A. PBARSON.
Sacolle, Que.

Gl.% How was swarming last year (1895) ?
ood.

2, How did the bees winter in your
vicinity ? Good.

Gs. a ow did bees build up in the Spring ?
ood.

4, How has the clover flow been?
Good.

Gs'd How has the basswood flow been?
ood.

6, How has thethistle flow been ? Goorl.

7. What are prospects for buckwheat
flow? Good. .

8. How has swarming been this year?
Good. .

Swarming good this year. One new
swarm came off the 12th of June. She
was one of your queens. No i {t hag made
for me 84 pounds of box honey in eight
weeks’ $ims, and also had her box full—
full at the bottom—and at this writing
she has 44 more sections on and they are
very near full. One of the queens was a
good one, the other was good for nothing

agt year. This is all I can think of
interest. Respectfully yours
L. Apaums,

Casselman, Russell Co., Ont.
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' from buckwheat is favorable,

* I took them from the cellar April Hal

In reply to your circuiar letter of 8th §
inst., I will answer your queries by num.
ber as they are put : 4

1 Our bees did not swarm much lagt }gl
year.

2 Bees wintered fairly.

3 Building up in Spring was very rapid

4 There wasno surplus from clover in
this vicinity.

5 The flow from basswood heaviest]
have ever known.

6 Nothing from thistle ; farmers obatin.
ately and persistently refuse to cultivate
this_plant, notwithstanding a knowledgs
of the fact that beekeepers are loosers
thereby.

7. Ithink the prospect for a good flow

8 With. regard to swarming, our bes
increased from 45 to 95 colonies.
FrED Hany.
Bath, Lennox Co., Ont.

In my own apiary I commenced thf
season of 1895 with 25 colonies of bess, sf
few of which were not strong ; they we
in the Jones hive. 1 got 83 pounds
honey psr colony, Spring count, wi
inerease of 5, After August ist the weath
set  in very dry, bees conld gathe
nothing ; brood-rearing ceased, and ver
little honey in the brood chambers,
transferred them into Liangstroth hivesan
fed them up for winter, 1 built a ps
cellar last summer 18226 of stone, leaviny
four air charabers built of brick at theba
of the wall on the floor, hav'ng ths s
coming in on the cellar floor.
bees in the cellar on November 2u. I placs}
them 16 inches from the cellar floor, witk
higher than the front. The thermomst
registered 40° all winter, and the bees
very quiet, never hearing any hw
Sometimes I thought they were all da%ii

placed them on summer stands and tby
took a cleaning flight. There was
gpotting of hiveg, nor signs of dysen

n the following day, being favorabls,
bees were examined ; found no brood,
a fow of the queens just started to!
The weather then bsing fine, they bult
very quickly. The first week in May
bees were strong, and the weather b
fine, I began to spread brood, and by
1st the hives were full of bees. Su
were placed on to keep down swarming
they came up, and by June 10th thecl
bagan to give honey. We gut 30 o
extract honey per colony from clover,
there being no gpring frosr, bassw
gave a very good yield—32 pounds



t lony, but poor 11;1'osgect;s of any fall flow
(%13 the weather has been very warm and
&y. Total, 62 pounds per colony, with 20
dincrease for ending the season of 1896.
GEORGE E. JOHNSTON.
Bracebridge, P.O,, Muskoka, Ont,.

Dear Sir,—In reply to your circular of
ngust 8th:

1 Swarming in 1895 was not very good.
9 Bees wintering—Did not hear of any
03563,

8 Built up in Spring not very good ;
sther very cold.

4 Clover flow fair to good; have seen
jaiter.

5 Basswood flow only middling,

¢ Thistle low, cannot say.

7 Buckwheat flow, extra good.

8 Swarming this yvear, extra good.

; W A INGLIS.
¥rikenham, Lanark Co, Ont, Aug 17, 1896,

s wintered with me good ; one swarm
of 87; lost some after setting out in
ring by not having time to attend to
m, time of Spring work ; but there was
genoral complaint that they did not
ter well with others, some lost all,
y bees did mot build up well in the
Ciover flow was gouod whils it
ted, but was short on account of dry
ather ; and the clover was not plentiful
accout of last year's drought. Bees did
tdo anything on basgwood this year—
7y little in this neighborhood. Thistles
hof much account, not grown much in
Svicinity, Prospects for buckwheat are
p; it is coming in by the hundred weight

y day the last week. If it kesps on I
t between 8000 and 4000 pounds of
bn rod and buckwheat honey mixed.
arming this year was on average easy
control in my yards. Homey flow
pdvery sudden ; some that have only
wawarms & fow miles away, swarmed
oor four times. 1 have 1400 pounds
nacted, and about 800 pounds comb, 78
ms, spring count. That is not good,
It has been worse, and I have over
t3 that to the hive.

Yours respactfully,

JoaN L. GROSIEAN,

ourg, Northumberland Co., Ont.,
dug 17¢h, 1896,

Yot many swarms, excepting from
10id box hive,

Bues wintered well, I lost nome.
%3 bullt up fast in early spring;
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principally from dandelion, which is very
plentiful here.

4, The clover flow has been fairly good
all through the season.

5. Basswood bloomed very freely, but
the bees did not appear to get much honey
from it, this year.

6. Much honey has been collected from
thistle bloom, and bees are still collecting
some nectar from the second bloom.

7. Buckwheat isof very little importance
here, as no great quantity is grown.

8. There has been considerably more
swarmineg this year (1896) than last
year (1895). .

Last year (1895) the main crop of honey
wag obtained from the wild raspberry
bloom, which was very abundant, and
thistle which is also very abundant.
Basswood bloom had been completely
destroyed by the heavy spring frosts.
This year (1896) there was very little rasp-
berry bloom, and honey did not come in
freely till later in the season than usual.

Jos. XINDER.

Rockingham, T'p Brudenell, Renfrew Co.,
Ont., Aug. 17th, 1836,

Yours of the 8th to hand. You want me
to give yon an account of how my bees done
last year. I consider swarming was very
good for 1895,considering the kind of season,
for the early frosts killed all the clover and
after that the drought was something
terrible around here; it iIs a wonder that
our bees existed at all, however, the colony
I got from you which arrived here some-
time in June, threw out two swarms in
July. The bees which remained in the old
hive done no more good after the second
swarm camse off; they lost their queen some-
how, and as I was seldom at home they got
leave to remain in that wey until fall. 1

u$ them in with the second swarm, but in

oing so, I found the working bees had
dwindled away to a mere handful, but any
amount of drones. As the second swarm
had not got their eight frames filled with
comb I took out the empty ones and filled
up the hive with the last comb out of the
hive. Ihad taken the bees and packed
them away in that way for the winter.
The colony I lost, I blame myself for it, bus
the other colony came out all right. I
merely saw that they had plenty of stores
and packed them away along side the other
oust in the snow, s0 when I lost one thet
left me only one to start with, The spring
of 1886 my bees were gathering polleu in
April, They thriw off the first swarm in
the latter puxt »f May, the second in ten
days after and %he third ingide of thirty-six
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hours after the second, and the fourth -

swarm 1st of August, so you see my old
colony threw of fourswarms, besides Itook
three frames well fitled from them and they
are at present in pretty good shape for win-
ter. I started in April, 1896, with one
colony, to-day I have ten colomies all
strong and one swarm I lost, or I would
have eleven from one. Can you beat that?
Bees will winter well here, if properly put
away. My bees appeared to build up pretty
fast in gpring. They appear to me to bring
most of their store from the woods at
present, although I have buckwheat in
bloom and the blossoms alive with wild
hees, the most of my bees take to the woods.
In regard to the clover, basswood and
thistle flows I cannot answer your questions
satisfactorily, as I have been away from
home the greater part of the summer and
of course I took no hopey from my bess,
only those three frames. Butthe prospects
as far as I can see are good, and good also
for buckwheat. JAS. BAYNE.

MecKellar, Parry Sound District, Ont.,
Aug, 14th, 1896.

—_———————
The Paragon of Exhibitions.

The major part of the entriesbaving now
been made for Toronto’s big exhibition,
which is to be held from August 31st to
Segtembet 12th, it is possible to state
definitely that the scale of the exhibition
will really bse greater than ever. Never
before did the exhibits cover such a_wide
range ag they will this year. It almost
looks as if every province had striven to do
its best to make the exbibition worthy of
the country. This, of course, is not only
patriotic, but is intensely gratifying, be-
cause it shows when the material prosper-
ity of the Dominion is concerned, sectional
differences are forgotten. At the forth-
coming exhibition in Toroato there will be
seen iood ‘{Jroducts of Prince Edward
Island; food products, manufactures, fruit
and live stock, of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick ; an extengive display of horses
and cattle, manufactures and minerals
from Quebec; the products of forests,
waters, mines, gardens, farms, studs,
workshops, and art studios of Ontario;
the grain, minerals and horses of Manitoba;
the grain and minerals of the Northwest;
and cereals, fish and minerals of British
Columbia. Thé governments of Ontario,
the Dominion snd British Columbia will
make special exhibits of the wealth of the
earth, while the Canadian Pacific Railway
Co.will supplement theze displays by show-
ing cereals, vegetables and minerals from
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many points on their, lines, to the extent of
double what the Company has shown iy
other years. In art especially will thy
exhibition be strong, with the three pictuses
painted by F'. M. Bell-Smith, illustrating
incidents connected with the death of §i
John Thompson, at Windsor Castle, for
one of which pictures Her_ Msjesty the
Queen, Princess Beatrice and membersf }
the royal household, gave sgecial sittings, k
There will be Edison’s wonderful Eidolos.
cope, an electric theatre ; Ontario Trotting
Horse Breeders’ stake races; Lockhars
performing elephants; the magnificen
historical spectacle. entitled the ** Feastq
ations” and commemorating the “Taking
ot the Bastile,” and a thousand and
other things ; while in corsideration of thy
cattle being on the first week the railways
have agreed to grant one fare {or the roud
trip for the eatireexhibition from all poins
in Canada, and to run a special cheyp
excursion the first week, on Sept. 3rd, aud
two the second wesk.

—— D o

Honey Fruii-Cake,

Four eggs, five cups of flour, two cups
honey, one cup of butter, one cup of sw
milk, two teapoonfuls of cream of tary
one teaspoonful of soda, one pound
raisins, one pound of currants, half a poar
of citron, one teaspoonful each of clor
cinnamon and nutmeg. Bake in a sh
oven.—September T.adies’ Home Journal

——————————
IN ARREARS.

Some of our friends are behind in their subse
tion to this Journal, They can find out how tt
stand by looking up the July issue.

We need the money due,

The season has been a fairly good one an
should be able to pay the printer.

If youare a ** past due” please rennt the ame
in arrears at once.

We are working hard and putting lots of m»
into the Journal; (more than we get out) a2,
every subscriber to do his or her part.

The terms are $1 per annum in advance and &

when In arrears.

if subscribers i arrears desire to stop ther s
scriptions THEY MUST PAY IN FULL.
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It Means a2 Good Deal
ito Most . Men

to know where to get a first-class article at a reasonable figure. It
means a good deal to most bee-keepers to know where to get well-
made Bee-keepers’ Supplies. A few are looking for something not
the cheapest, but what can be bought for the least number of dollars
and cents. These few we are not trying to satisfy, but leave them to
learn by bitter experience. Every good bee-keeper | nows the value
of well-designed, accurately-made Bee-keepers’ Supplies. This is what
we are aiming to give our customers. Our NEW PROCESS Comb
TFoundaiion has created a revolution in the manufacture of that article,
and many have ordered from us who before purchased from a local
dealer. Others have sent their wax to be made up, but we have a
capacity of about goo lbs. of foundation a day, and would like your
custom for these and other goods. Samples of New Process Comb
Foundation and Sections free on application. Your patronage and
that of your friends solicited. Address

Goold, Shapley & Muir Co., Litd.,
Brantford, Ont.

o WINCHESTER REPEATING ARHNS C0., Winchester Ave., New Haven, Conn.
o c@ Send a Posl;al Card with youraddress fov our llz-page Illustrated Catalogue.

&\ Winchester Repeating
| Riﬁes _
by all the most advanced trap Shot-Guns :
and game shooters. Single Shot—Riﬁes _

ASK YOUR DEALER TO SHOW YOU THIS GUN.

Everything that is Newest and Best in Repeating Arms as well as all
kinds of Ammunition are made by the
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Devoted to the Interests of Bee- Keepers,
Published Monthly by

GOOLD, SHAPLEY & MUIR GO,

(LIMITED)

BRANTFORD, CANADA.

R. F. HOLTEREIANN, - - EDITOR.

TERMS:

$1.00 per annum, payable in advance; $1.25 if
three months, or $1.50 if six months or more in
arrears. These terms apyly to Canada, the United
States and Mexic ; to all other countries 24 cents
per annum extra xor postage.

. TErMS TO AGENTS—We will allow 20c. commis-
sion to agents or those already subscribers for one
new subscription; 25c. each if two or more, or 30c.
each if ten or more new subscribers. Cash must
accompany subscriptions and they must be for one
year. . .

DISCONTINUANCES—THE JOURNAL is sent until
orders are received for its discontinuance. We
give notice when the subscription expires. Any
subscriber wheose subscription has expired, wishirg
his JouaNaL discontinued, will please drop us a
card at onge, otherwise we shall assume that he
wishes his JOURNAL continued, and will remit soon,
If you want your JOURNAL discontinued at the end
of the timo paid for, say so in ordering and your
wishes will be carried out.

REOCEIPTS FOR MONEY—The receipt of THE
JOURNAL will be an acknowledgment of receipt of
money, to new subscribers. The receipt of renewal
subscriptions will be acknowisedged by postal card.

How T0 SEND MONEY—You can send money at
our risk by P. O. order, or bank check or draft, and
where none of these means are available bills and
postage stamps by registered letter. Monoy sent
1n any other way is at your risk. We pay no ex-
change or express charﬁcs on money. ake all
express money orders, checks, or drafts m}ﬂe to
Goold, Shapley & Xiair Company, ( ted),
Brantford.

ADVER I SING.
We are_in_no way responsible for losses that

may occur in dealing with our advertisers, yet we
take every precaution to admit only relinble men
in our columuns.

RATES OF ADVERTISING—

TIME linch 2in. 3in. 4in. 1col. page
1Month ....$200 3300 $350 34350 S 650810 00
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3 Months.... 400 350 700 900 1500 2500
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CONTROL VOUR SUARMS, RE-QUEEH,

oar  EETTTR _}-
OEC.15.81 -

%3 Send 25c. for samples
E= of West's Patent Spg:j :
Wire Queen Cell Pro F
tectors, and Patent Spirg)
Queen Hatching and In.
troducing Cage , alsobes, £
Bee-Escape, with circulay
: oxplaining. Twelve Cal
: 'I;rotfctox% C.; smo, <3
., - welve Cages, $1; I
LE6TA $5, by, man. Cireular
frec. Address N. D. West, Middleburgh, Sch
Co., N. Y. Sold also by all the leading supy

dealers.
AGBNTS:

-GOOLD, SHAPLEY & RBUIR GO, LT

BrRANTFORD, ONT.

e coven,

.

' We pay Cash for. ...

HONEY.

Write us full particulars

Howe, Mcintyre Co,

Montreal,

Registored derseys For Sale

One Jersey heifer two years old next May, dog,
calve in September; another two years old n
August, due to calve in September- Price, $¥e3
A cow six years old past, due to calve carly
Apni; will milk till then if desired ; a rich wi
—Price, $75. A hcifer two years old nextJg
due to calve early this March~Price, $65. T
bull calves, one year old next June and July. E

G. A. DEADMAN, Brussels (&3

if Interested....

in cheap, but effective po
for running Cutting B
Grain Grinder, Root Pul
or other light machine
write for our new illustra
Circular of Brantford Id
Power Wind Mills.

Coold; Shapley & iuir 6., Lid,
BRANTFORD, CANADA,



